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INTRODUCTION. 


LIFE  OF  CHAUCER. 

G-EOFFRET  Chaucer  was  born  in  London,  about  1340  (not  1328.  as  was  formerly 
said).  His  father  was  John  Chaucer,  citizen  and  vintner  of  London,  and  his 
mother's  n.ame  was  Agnes.  His  grandfather  was  Eobert  Chaucer,  of  Ipswich  and 
London,  who  married  a  widow  named  Maria  Heyroun,  witli  a  son  Thomas  Heyrouu. 
John  Chaucer's  house  stood  in  Upper  Thames  Street,  beside  Walbrook,  just  where 
that  street  is  now  crossed  by  the  South-Eastern  Railway  from  Cannon-street 
Station.  Here  it  was  that  the  poet  spent  his  earliest  days,  and  in  an  interesting 
passage  in  his  Pardoneres  Tale  (lines  549-572),  he  incidentally  displays  his  knowledge 
of  various  wines  and  the  waj'S  of  mixing  them  together. 

John  Chaucer,  the  poet's  father,  was  in  attendance  on  Edward  HI.  in  1338,  and 
this  connexion  with  the  court  led  to  his  son's  employment  there,  some  years  after- 
wards, as  a  page  in  the  household  of  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Lionel,  dvike  of  Clarence,  the 
third  son  of  Edward  IIL  In  the  hoiTsehold  accounts  of  this  princess,  mention  is 
made  of  various  articles  of  clothing  and  other  necessaries  purchased  for  •  Geoffrey 
Chaucer '  in  April,  May,  and  December,  1357,  when  he  was  about  seventeen  years  old. 
In  1359,  he  joined  the  army  of  Edward  III.  when  that  king  invaded  France,  and  was 
there  taken  prisoner.  In  May,  1360,  the  peace  of  Bretigny  (near  Chartresi  was 
concluded  between  the  French  and  English  kings.  Chaucer  had  been  set  at  liberty 
in  March,  when  Edward  paid  16I.  towards  his  ransom. 

1367.  We  can  only  conjecture  the  manner  in  which  he  spent  his  life  from  hints 
given  lis  in  his  own  works,  and  from  various  notices  of  him  in  official  records.  To 
consider  the  latter  first,  we  find,  from  the  Issue  Rolls  of  the  Exchequer,  that  a  life- 
pension  of  20  marks  was  granted  by  the  king  to  Chaucer  in  1367,  in  consideration  of 
his  ser%-ices,  as  being  one  of  the  valets  of  the  king's  household.  During  1368  and 
part  of  1369  he  was  in  London,  and  received  his  pension  in  person.  In  October, 
1368,  his  patron.  Prince  Lionel,  died,  and  it  appears  that  Chaucer's  services  were 
consequently  transferred  to  the  next  brother,  John  of  Gaunt,  duke  of  Lancaster. 

1369.  In  the  autumn  of  1369,  the  year  of  the  third  great  pestilence  of  Edward's 
reign,  Blanche,  the  first  wife  of  John  of  Gaunt,  died  at  the  early  age  of  twenty-nine. 
Chaucer  did  honour  to  her  memory  in  one  of  his  earliest  poems,  entitled  '  The 
Deth  of  Blaunche  the  Duchesse.' 

1370-1373.  From  1370  to  1386,  Chaucer  was  attached  to  the  court,  and  employed 
in  frequent  diplomatic  services. 

In  December,  1372,  being  employed  in  the  king's  service,  he  left  England  for 
Genoa,  Pisa,  and  Florence,  and  remained  in  Italy  for  nearly  eleven  months,  but 
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we  again  find  him  iu  London  on  November  32,  1373.  This  visit  of  his  to  Italy  is  of 
great  importance,  as  it  exercised  a  marked  influence  on  his  writings,  and  enables  us 
to  understand  the  development  of  his  genius. 

1374.  His  conduct  during  this  mission  to  Italy  met  with  the  full  approval  of  the 
king,  who,  on  tlie  celebration  of  the  great  festival  at  Windsor  on  St.  George's  day 
(April  23)  in  1374,  granted  our  poet  a  pitcher  of  wine  daily,  to  be  received  from  the 
king's  butler.  On  May  10  of  the  same  year,  Chaucer  took  a  lease  of  a  house  in 
Aldgate,  for  the  term  of  his  life,  from  the  Corporation  of  London  ;  but  he  aftervvarda 
gave  it  up  to  a  friend  in  October,  1386 ;  and  it  is  probable  that  he  had  ceased  to 
reside  in  it  for  a  year  or  more  previously.  On  June  8,  1374,  he  was  appointed  to  the 
important  office  of  Comptroller  of  the  Customs  and  Subsidy  of  Wools,  Skins,  and 
Leather,  for  the  port  of  London  ;  and  a  few  days  later  (June  13)  received  a  life- 
pension  of  10?.  from  the  dulce  of  Lancaster  for  the  good  service  rendered  )>y  him  and 
his  wife  Philippa  to  the  said  Duke,  to  his  consort,  and  to  his  mother  the  Queen. 
This  is  the  first  mention  of  Philippa  Chaucer  as  Geoffrey's  wife,  though  a  Philippa 
Chaucer  is  mentioned  as  one  of  the  Ladies  of  the  Chamber  to  Queen  Philippa,  on 
September  12,  1366,  and  subsequently.  It  has  been  conjectured  that  Chaucer  was 
not  married  till  1374,  and  that  he  married  a  relative,  or  at  least  some  one  bearing 
the  same  name  as  himself ;  but  this  supposition  is  needless  and  improbable  ;  there 
is  no  reason  why  the  Philii)pa  Chaucer  mentioned  in  13O6  may  not  have  been  already 
married  to  the  poet,  who  was  then  at  least  26  years  of  age. 

1375.  In  1375  his  income  was  increased  by  receiving  from  the  Crown  (November  8) 
the  custody  of  the  lands  and  person  of  one  Edmond  Staplegate,  of  Kent.  This  he 
retained  for  three  years,  during  which  he  received  104/. ;  together  with  some  smaller 
sums  from  another  source. 

1376.  On  July  12,  1376,  the  king  granted  Chaucer  the  sum  of  -fil.  4s.  6d.,  being  the 
value  of  a  fine  paid  by  one  John  Kent  for  shipping  wool  without  paying  the  duty 
thereon.  Towards  the  end  of  this  year.  Sir  John  Burley  and  Geoffrey  Chaucer  were 
employed  upon  some  secret  service,  for  which  the  latter  received  61.  138.  4d. 

1377.  In  February,  1377,  Chaucer  was  employed  on  a  secret  mission  to  Flanders, 
and  received  for  it,  in  all,  the  sum  of  30^.  In  April  he  was  sent  to  France,  to  treat 
for  peace  with  king  Charles  V. ;  for  this  service  he  received,  in  all,  the  sum  of 
48?.  :3«.  4d.  On  Jime  21,  king  Edward  III.  died,  and  was  succeeded  by  his  giandson, 
Bichard  II. 

1378.  In  January,  Chaucer  seems  to  have  been  employed  in  France.  Soon  after- 
wards, he  was  again  sent  to  Italy,  from  May  28  to  September  19,  being  employed  on 
a  mission  to  Lomliardy,  to  treat  with  Bernabo  Visconti,  duke  of  Milan  ;  to  whose 
death  (in  1385)  the  poet  alludes  in  his  Menkes  Tale  (11.  3589-3596),  where  he  describes 
liim  as — 

'  Of  Melan  grete  Barnabo  Viscounte, 
God  of  delyt,  and  scourge  of  Lumbardye.' 

Before  leaving  England  on  this  business,  Chaucer  appointed  his  friend  John 
Gower,  the  poet,  as  one  of  his  agents  to  represent  him  in  his  absence. 

1380.  By  deed  of  May  i,  1380,  one  Cecilia  Chaumpayne  released  Chaucer  from 
a  charge  which  she  had  brought  against  him,  '  de  raptu  meo.'  We  have  no 
means  of  ascertaining  either  tlie  nature  of  the  charge,  or  the  circumstances  of 
the  case. 

1382.  We  liave  seen  that  Chaucer  had  been  appointed  Comptroller  of  the  Wool 
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Customs  in  1374.     Whilst  still  retaining  this  office,  he  was  now  also  appointed 
Comptroller  of  the  Petty  Customs  (May  8,  i.?8j,\ 

1385.  In  February,  1385,  he  was  allowed  the  great  privilege  of  nominating  a  per- 
manent deputy  to  perform  his  duties  as  Comptroller,  It  is  highly  probable  that  lie 
owed  this  favour  to  '  the  good  queen  Anne,'  first  wife  of  king  Richard  II. ;  for,  in 
the  Prologue  to  the  Legend  of  Good  Women,  probably  written  during  this  period  of 
his  newly-acquired  freedom  from  irksome  duties,  he  expresses  himself  most  grate- 
fully towards  her. 

If  we  may  trust  the  description  of  his  house  and  garden  in  the  Prologue  to  the 
Legend  of  Gowl  Women,  probably  composed  in  the  spring  of  1385,  it  would  appear 
that  he  was  then  living  in  the  country,  and  had  already  given  up  his  house  over  the 
city  gate  at  Aldgate  to  Richard  Forster,  who  obtained  a  formal  lease  of  it  from  the 
Corporation  of  London  in  October,  1386.  We  learn  incidentallj',  from  a  note  to  the 
Envoy  to  Scogan,  1,  45,  that  he  was  living  at  Greenwich  at  the  time  when  he  wrote 
that  poem  (probably  in  1393).  And  it  is  highly  probable  that  Chaucer's  residence  at 
Greenwich  extended  from  1385  to  the  end  of  1399,  when  he  took  a  new  house  at 
Westminster,  This  supposition  agrees  well  with  various  hints  that  we  obtain  from 
other  notices.  Thus,  in  1390,  he  was  appointed  (with  five  others)  to  superintend  the 
repairing  of  the  banks  of  the  Thames  between  Woolwich  and  Greenwich.  In  the 
same  year  he  was  robbed  at  Hatcham  (as  we  shall  see  below),  which  is  near  Deptford 
and  Greenwich,  And  we  find  the  singular  reference  in  the  Canterbury  Tales 
(A  3907),  where  the  Host  suddenly  exclaims — '  Lo  !  Grenewich,  ther  many  a  shrewe 
is  inne ' ;  which  looks  like  a  sly  insinuation,  on  tl^,e  Host's  part,  that  Greenwich  at 
that  time  contained  many  '  shrews '  or  rascals.  Few  places  would  serve  better 
than  Greenwicli  for  frequent  observation  of  Canterbury  pilgrims. 

1386.  In  this  year  Chaucer  was  elected  a  knight  of  the  shire  for  Kent,  in  the 
Parliament  held  at  Westminster.  In  August,  his  patron  John  of  Gaunt  went  to 
Spain  ;  and  during  his  absence,  his  brother  Thomas,  duke  of  Gloucester,  contrived 
to  deprive  the  king  of  all  power,  by  appointing  a  regency  of  eleven  persons,  himself 
being  at  the  head  of  them.  As  the  duke  of  Gloucester  was  ill  disposed  towards  his 
brother  John,  it  is  probable  that  we  can  thus  account  for  the  fact  that,  in 
December  of  this  year,  Chaucer  was  dismissed  from  both  his  offices,  of  Comp- 
troller of  Wool  and  Comptroller  of  Petty  Customs,  others  being  appointed  in  his 
place.  This  sudden  and  great  loss  reduced  the  poet  from  comparative  wealth  to 
poverty  ;  he  was  compelled  to  raise  money  upon  his  pensions,  which  were  assigned 
to  .John  Scalby  on  May  i,  1388. 

In  October  of  this  year  (1386),  there  was  a  famous  trial  between  Richard  Lord 
Scrope  and  Sir  Thomas  Grosvenor,  during  which  Chaucer  deposed  that  he  was 
'forty  years  of  age  and  upwards,  and  had  borne  arms  for  twenty-seven  years.' 
He  was,  in  fact,  about  forty-six  ,vears  old,  having  been  born,  as  said  above,  about 
1340.  Moreover,  it  is  probable  that  he  first  bore  arms  in  1359,  when  he  went  with 
the  invading  army  to  France.     This  exactl.y  tallies  with  his  own  statement. 

1387-  In  this  year  died  Chaucer's  wife,  Philippa  ;  to  this  loss  he  alludes  in  his 
Envoy  to  Bukton.  It  must  have  been  about  this  time  that  he  was  composing 
portions  of  his  greatest  poem,  the  Canterbury  Tales. 

1389.  On  May  3,  Richard  II.  suddenly  took  the  government  into  his  own  hands, 
John  of  Gaunt  returned  to  England  soon  afterwards,  and  effected  an  outward  recon- 
ciliation between  the  king  and  the  duke  of  Gloucester.     The  Lancastrian  party  was 
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now  once  more  in  power,  and  Chaucer  was  appointed  Clerk  of  the  King's  Works  at 
Westminster  on  Julj-  u,  at  a  salary  of  2s.  a  day  (more  than  il.  of  our  present  money, 
at  the  least). 

1390.  In  this  year,  Chaucer  was  also  appointed  Clerk  of  the  Works  at 
St.  George's  Chapel  at  Windsor,  and  was  put  on  a  Commission  to  repair  the 
banks  of  the  Thames  between  Woolwich  and  Greenwich.  In  a  writ,  dated  July  i 
in  this  j-ear,  he  was  allowed  the  costs  of  putting  up  scaffolds  in  Smithfield  for  the 
King  and  Queen  to  view  the  tournament  which  had  taken  place  there  in  May. 
This  helps  to  explain  the  minute  account  of  the  method  of  conducting  a  tourna- 
ment which  we  meet  with  in  the  Knight's  Tale.  In  the  preceding  month  he  had 
been  appointed,  by  the  Earl  of  March,  joint  Forester  (with  Richard  Brittle)  of 
North  Petherton  Park  in  Somerset.  In  September,  he  was  twice  robbed  of  some  of 
'the  king's  money ;  once,  at  Westminster,  of  lol.  ;  and  again,  near  the  '  foule  ok ' 
(foul  oak)  at  Hatcham,  Surrey,  of  9?.  3s.  8d.  ;  but  the  repayment  of  these  sums  was 
forgiven  him. 

1391.  This  is  the  date  given  by  Chaucer  to  his  prose  Treatise  on  the  Astrolabe, 
which  he  compiled  for  the  use  of  his  '  little  son '  Lewis,  of  whom  nothing  more 
is  known  ;  and  it  is  supposed  that  he  died  at  an  early  age.  At  this  time,  for  some 
unknown  reason,  the  poet  unfortunately  lost  his  appointment  as  Clerk  of  the  Works. 

1394.  In  February  of  this  year,  Chaucer  received  a  grant  from  the  king  of  3ol. 
a  year  for  life  ;  nevertheless,  he  seems  to  have  been  in  want  of  money,  as  we  find 
him  making  applications  for  the  advancement  of  monej'  from  his  pension. 

1398.  In  this  year  or  the  preceding,  Chaucer  was  made  sole  Forester  of  North 
Petherton  Park,  instead  of  joint  Forester,  as  in  1-190.  In  the  Easter  Term,  he  was 
sued  for  a  debt  of  14?.  is.  iid.  In  October,  the  king  granted  him  a  tun  of  wine 
yearly,  for  his  life-time. 

1399.  On  September  30,  Henry  IV.  became  king  of  England,  and  Chaucer  ad- 
dressed to  him  a  complaint  regarding  his  poverty,  called  a  '  Compleynt  to  his  Purs,' 
in  response  to  which,  only  four  days  afterwards,  Henry  granted  that  the  poet's 
pension  of  twenty  marks  (13?.  6s.  Sd.)  should  be  doubled,  in  addition  to  the  20I, 
a  year  which  had  been  granted  to  him  in  1394. 

On  Christmas  eve  of  this  year,  Chaucer  took  a  long  lease  of  a  house  in  the  garden 
of  the  Chapel  of  St.  Mary,  Westminster  ;  this  house  stood  near  the  spot  now  occupied 
by  King  Henry  the  Seventh's  Chapel.  The  lease  is  in  the  Muniment  Room  of 
Westminster  Abbey  (Historical  MSS.  Commission,  i.  95). 

1400.  The  traditional  date  of  Chaucer's  death  is  October  25,  1400 ;  in  the  second 
year  of  Henry  IV.  His  death  doubtless  took  place  in  his  newly-acquired  house  at 
Westminster ;  and  he  attained  to  the  age  of  about  sixty  years.  Of  his  family, 
nothing  is  known.  His  '  little  son  '  Lewis  probably  died  young ;  and  there  is  no 
evidence  earlier  than  the  reign  of  Henry  VI.  that  the  Thomas  Chaucer  whose 
great-grandson,  .John  de  la  Pole,  Earl  of  Lincoln,  was  declared  heir  to  the  throne 
by  his  uncle,  Richard  III.,  in  1484,  was  Chaucer's  son.  As  Thomas  Chancer  was 
u  man  of  great  wealth,  and  of  some  mark,  we  should  have  expected  to  find  early 
and  undoubted  evidence  as  to  his  parentage.     We  find,   however,  that  Thomas* 

•  Gascoigne,  who  wrote  a  Theological  Dictionary,  and  died  in  1458,  refers  to  the  poet 
in  these  words  : — '  Fuit  idem  Chawsenis  pater  Thomae  Chawserus,  armigeri,  qui 
Thomas  sepelitur  in  Nuhelm  iuxta  Oxoniam.'  Gascoigne  wus  in  a  position  to  know 
the  truth,  since  he  was  Chancellor  of  Oxford,  and  Thomas  Chaucer  had  held  the 
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manor  of  Ewelme,  at  no  great  distance,  till  his  death  in  1434.  If  this  information 
be  correct,  it  then  hecomes  highly  probable  that  Chaucer's  wife  Philippa  was 
Philippa  Roet,  sister  of  the  Katharine  de  Roet  of  Hainault,  who  married  Sir  John 
Swynford,  and  alterwards  became  the  mistress,  and  in  1396  the  third  wife  of  John 
of  Gaunt.  Tliis  has  been  inferred  from  the  fact  that  Thomas  Chaucer's  arms 
contain  three  wheels,  supposed  to  represent  the  name  of  Roet;  since  the  Old 
French  roet  means  '  a  little  wheel.'  Those  who  accept  this  inference  see  good 
reasons  for  explaining  the  I'avours  extended  to  Chaucer  both  by  John  of  Gaunt 
himself  and  his  son  King  Henry  IV. 

CHARACTER  OF  CHAUCER. 

There  is  no  space  here  for  exhibiting  fully  the  revelation  of  Chaucer's  character 
as  expressed  bj'  numerous  passages  in  his  works.  Wo  easily  recognise  in  them 
a  man  of  cheerful  and  genial  nature,  ^vith  great  powers  of  originality,  fall  of 
freshness  and  humour,  a  keen  observer  of  men,  and  at  the  same  time  an  en- 
thvisiastic  and  untiring  student  of  books.  He  tells  a  story  excellently  and  sets  his 
characters  before  its  with  dramatic  clearness  ;  and  he  lias  also  an  exquisite  ear  for 
music  and  pays  great  attention  to  the  melodious  flow  of  his  verse.  Except  in  his 
prose  talcs,  ho  frequently  affects,  in  his  Canterbury  Tales,  an  air  of  simplicity 
which  sits  iipon  him  gracefully  enough.  In  his  PrologiK  to  Sir  Tliopas,  he  describes 
himself  as  a  '  large,'  i.e.  a  somewhat  corpiilent  man,  and  no  'poppet'  to  embrace, 
that  is,  not  slender  in  the  waist ;  as  liaving  an  '  elvish '  or  abstracted  look,  often 
staring  on  the  ground  '  as  if  he  would  find  a  hare,'  and  '  doing  no  dalliance '  to  any 
man,  i.  e.  not  entering  briskly  into  casual  conversation.  His  numerous  references 
and  quotations  show  that  he  was  deeply  read  in  aU  medieval  learning,  and  weU 
acquainted  with  Latin,  French  (both  of  England  and  of  the  continent),  and  Italian, 
besitles  being  a  master  of  the  East-midland  dialect  of  English.  .  A  passage  in  tlie 
Reves  Tale  imitates  some  of  the  pecviliarities  of  the  Northumbrian  dialect  with 
much  fidelity.  On  the  other  hand,  he  occasionally  introduces  forms  into  his  poems 
that  are  peculiarly  Kentish  ;  owing,  as  I  am  inclined  to  suggest,  to  his  residence 
for  some  years  at  Greenwich.  In  his  Hmis  of  Fame,  he  tells  us  how  he  had  'set  his 
wit  to  make  books,  songs,  and  ditties  in  rime,'  and  often  '  made  his  head  ache  at 
night  with  writing  in  his  study.'  For,  when  he  had  done  his  official  work  for  the 
day,  and  '  made  his  reckonings,'  he  used  to  go  home  and  become  wholly  absorbe<l 
in  his  books,  '  hearing  neither  this  nor  that ' ;  and,  '  in  stead  of  rest  and  new 
things '  (recreation),  he  used  '  to  sit  at  a  book,  as  dumb  as  a  stone,  till  his  look  was 
dased ' ;  and  thus  did  he  '  live  as  a  hermit,  though  (unlilce  a  hermit)  his  abstinence 
was  but  little.'  So  great  (as  he  tells  us  in  the  Prologue  to  The  Legend  of  Good 
Women)  was  his  love  of  nature,  that,  '  when  the  month  of  May  is  come,  and  I  hear 
the  birds  sing,  and  see  the  flowers  springing  up,  farewell  then  to  my  book  and 
to  iny  devotion  '  to  reading.  In  many  passages  he  insists  on  the  value  of  the 
purity  of  womanhood  and  the  nobility  of  manhood,  taking  the  latter  to  be  de- 
pendent upon  good  feeling  and  covirtesy.  As  he  says  in  The  Wife  of  Bath's  Tale, 
'  the  man  who  is  always  the  most  virtuous,  and  most  endeavours  to  be  constant  in 
the  performance  of  gentle  deeds,  is  to  be  taken  to  be  the  greatest  gentleman. 
Christ  desires  that  we  should  derive  our  gentleness  from  Him,  and  not  from  our 
ancestors,  however  rich.' 
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WRITINGS  OF  CHAUCER. 

Other  notices  of  Chaucer  must  be  gathered  from  his  writings  and  from  what  we 
know  alK)ut  them.  It  is  advisable  to  date  his  various  works,  where  possible,  as  well 
as  we  can,  jind  to  consider  the  result. 

Chaucer's  works  fall  (as  shewn  by  Ten  Brink)  into  three  periods.  During  the  first 
of  these,  he  imitated  French  models,  particularly  the  famous  and  very  long  poem 
entitled  Le  Roman  de  la  Rose,  of  which,  as  he  himself  tells  us.  he  made  a  translation. 
It  so  happens  that  there  exist  what  are  apparently  two,  but  are  really  three 
fragments  of  translations  of  two  different  parts  of  this  poem ;  they  are  foiind 
in  a  MS.  at  Glasgow,  written  out  about  a.  d.  1430-40,  and  in  the  early  printed 
editions.  Theee  three  fragments,  marked  A,  B,  C  in  the  present  volume,  appear  to 
be  by  different  hands ;  and  only  the  first  of  them  can  be  reconciled  with  Chaucer's 
usual  diction  and  grammar.  We  must  regretfully  infer  that  the  major  part  of 
Chaucer's  own  translation  is  irrecoverably  lost.  The  poems  of  this  First  Period  were 
written  before  he  set  out  on  his  Italian  travels  in  137J,  and  there  is  no  trace  in  them 
of  any  Italian  influence. 

The  poems  of  the  Second  Period  (1373-1384)  clearly  shew  the  inflixence  of  Italian 
literature,  especially  of  Dante's  Divina  Commedia,  and  of  Boccaccio's  poems  entitled 
II  Teseide  and  II  Filostrato.  Curiously  enough,  there  is  nothing  to  shew  that 
Chaucer  was  acquainted,  at  first-hand,  with  Boccaccio's  Decamorone. 

The  poems  of  the  Third  Period  are  chiefly  remarkable  for  a  larger  share  of 
originality,  and  are  considered  as  beginning  with  the  Legend  of  Good  Women,  the 
first  poem  in  which  the  poet  employed  what  is  now  kno>vii  as  the  '  heroic '  couplet, 
which  he  adapted  from  Guillaume  de  Machault. 

The  following  list  is  arranged,  conjecturaUy,  in  chronological  order. 

Origenes  upon  the  Maudeleyne  {lost). 

Book  of  the  Leoun  (lost). 

Ceys  and  Alcioun ;  afterwards  (probably)  partly  preserved  in  the  Book  of  the 
Duehesse. 

The  Romaunt  of  the  Rose.  (Fragment  A  (11.  1-1705)  is  all  that  can  fairly  be 
claimed  as  Chaucer's  work.  Fragment  B  is  written  in  a  dialect  approximating  to 
that  of  Lincolnshire.    The  author  of  Fragment  C,  like  that  of  B,  remains  unknown.) 

A.  B.  C. — Minor  Poems,  I. 

1369.  Book  of  the  Duehesse. — M.  P.  III. 

Lj-f  of  St.  Cecyle  (afterwards  adapted  to  become  the  Second  Nonnes  Tale). 

Monkes  Tale  (parts  of) ;  lines  3365-3652  clearly  belong  to  a  later  period. 

About  1372-3.     Clerkes  Tale  ;  except  E  995-1008,  and  the  Envoy. 

Palamon  and  Arcite  ;  of  which  some  scraps  are  preserved  in  other  poems.  It  was 
also  used  as  the  basis  of  the  Knightes  Tale. 

Compleint  to  his  Lady. — M.  P.  VI. 

An  Amorous  Compleint,  made  at  Windsor. — M.  P.  XXII. 

Womanly  Noblesse.— M.  P.  XXIV. 

Compleint  unto  Pite.— M.  P.  II. 

Anelida  and  Arcite  (containing  ten  stanzas  from  Palamon). — M.  P.  VII. 

The  Tale  of  Melibeus  (in  its  original  form) ;  partly  translated  from  Albertano  of 
Brescia. 

The  Persones  Tale  (in  its  original  form) ;  partly  translated  from  Frere  Ijorens. 
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Of  the  Wretched  Engendring  of  Mankind ;  mentioned  in  the  Legend,  Text  A,  1.  414 ; 
and  partly  preserved  in  scraps  occurring  in  the  Man  of  Lawes  Tale,  B  99-121,  421-7, 

77'   7,  925-931,  Ji.^5-4'- 

Man  of  Lawes  Tale  (in  its  original  form) ;  partly  translated  from  Nicholas  Trivet. 

1377-S1.  Translation  of  Boethius. 

1^9?  Complaint  of  Mars. — M.  P.  IV. 

1379-83.  Troilns  and  Crise3'de ;  (partly  from  Boccaccio's  II  Filostrato  and  Hnido 
delle  Colonne"s  Historia  Ti-oiae  ;  containing  three  stanzas  from  Palamon;. 

Wordes  to  Adam  (concerning  Boethius  and  Troilus). — M.  P.  VIII. 

The  Former  Age  ;  chiefly  from  Boethius,  Book  II.  met.  V. — M.  P.  IX; 

Fortune  ;  containing  hints  from  Boethius. — M.  P.  X. 

138J.  Parlement  of  Foules  (containing  six  stanzas  from  Palamon). — M.  P.  V. 

1383-4.  House  of  Fame  ;  containing  hints  from  Dante  ;  unfinished. 

1385-6.  Legend  of  Oood  Women  ;  nnjinished. 

1386.  Canterbury  Tales  begun. 

1387-8.  Central  period  of  the  Canterbury  Tales. 

1389,  &c.  The  Tales  continiied. 

1391.  Treatise  on  the  Astrolabe  ;  chiefly  from  Messahala  ;  nnfinished. 

1393  ?  Compleint  of  Venus. — M.  P.  XVIII. 

1393.  Lenvoy  to  Scogan. — M.  P.  XVI. 

1396.  Lenvoy  to  Bnkton. — M.  P.  XVII. 

1399.  Envoy  to  Compleint  co  his  Purse. — M.  P.  XIX. 

The  following  occasional  triple  roundel  nnd  balades  may  have  been  composed 
between  1380  and  1396  : — Merciless  Beauts. — M.  P.  XI.  Balade  to  Kosemounde. — 
M.  P.  XII.  Against  Women  Unconstaunt. — M.  P.  XXI.  Compleint  to  his  Purse 
(except  the  Envoy). — M.  P.  XIX.  Lak  of  Stedfastnesse. — M.  P.  XV.  Gentilesse. — 
M.  P.  XIV.     Truth.— M.  P.  XIII.     Proverbes  of  Chaucer.— M.  P.  XX. 

EDITIONS  OF  CHAUCER. 

Several  of  Chaucer's  Poems  were  printed  at  various  times  by  Caxton  and  others, 
but  the  first  collected  edition  of  his  works  was  that  edited  by  W.  Thynne  in  1532. 
This  was  reprinted,  with  the  addition  of  the  spurious  rioivman's  Tale,  in  1542  :  and 
again,  about  1550.  Later  editions  appeared  in  1561  (with  large  additions  by  -lohn 
Stowe) ;  in  1598  (re-edited  by  Thomas  Speght),  second  edition,  1602,  and  reprinted  in 
1687.  Still  later  editions  were  the  veiy  bad  one  by  Urry,  in  1721,  and  the  excellent 
one  by  Tyrwhitt,  of  the  Canterbury  Tales  only,  in  1775-8.  These  editions,  excepting 
Tyrwhitt's,  have  done  mvich  to  confuse  the  public  as  to  the  genuine  works  of  Chaucer, 
because  in  them  a  large  nvimber  of  poems,  some  known  (even  by  the  editors''  to  be 
by  Lydgate,  Gower,  Hoccleve,  and  Scogan,  together  with  others  obviously  spurious, 
were  carelessly  added  to  works  by  Chaucer  himself;  and  many  erroneous  notions 
have  been  deduced  from  the  study  of  this  incongruous  mi-xtiire. 

It  must  suffice  to  say  here  that  most  of  the  later  editions,  since  the  publication  of 
TjTwhitt's  remarks  on  the  subject,  reject  many  of  these  additional  pieces,  hut  still 
unadvisedly  admit  the  jioems  entitled  The  Court  of  Love,  The  Complaint  of  the  Black 
Knight,  Chaucer's  Dream,  The  Floicer  anit^he  Leaf,  and  The  Cuckoo  and  the  Nightingale. 
Of  these.  The  Complaint  of  the  Black  Knight  is  now  known  to  be  by  Lydgate  :  The 
Floicer  and  the  Leaf  cannot  be  earlier  than  1450,  and  was  probably  written,  as  it 
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purports  to  l)o,  ]<y  a  lady ;  whilst  Tlie  Court  of  Love  can  hardly  l>e  earlier  than  1500, 
and  Chaucer's  lyreum  (so  called)  is  of  still  later  date.  Nothing  but  a  complete 
i^iorance  of  the  history  of  the  English  language  can  connect  these  fifteenth- 
century  and  sLxteenth-centurj'  jwenis  Avith  Chancer,  The  only  jwem,  in  the  above 
set,  ■which  can  possiblj'  be  as  old  as  the  ftwrteenth  century,  is  The  Cuckoo  and 
the  Nightingale.  There  is  no  evidence  of  any  kind  to  connect  it  with  Chaucer; 
and  Professor  Lounsbury  decisively  rejects  it,  on  the  internal  evidence.  It  admits 
a  few  rimes  (see  p.  xxiv)  such  as  Chaucer  nowhere  employs. 


GRAMMATICAL  HINTS.      • 

The  following  brief  hints  contain  but  a  miiiimum  of  information,  and  include 
nothing  that  should  not  be  extremely  familiar  to  the  student. 

Obser\-e  that,  in  Chaucer's  English,  the  final  syllables -e,  -ed,  -en,  -ea,  almost  always 
form  a  distinct  and  separate  syllable,  so  that  a  large  number  of  words  had  then 
«  syllable  more  than  they  have  now.  Unless  this  rule  be  observed,  no  progress  in 
the  study  is  possible.  In  particular,  always  sound  this  final  -e  (like  the  a  in  China) 
at  the  end  of  a  line. 

Final  -e  is  elided,  or  slurred  over,  when  the  next  word  begins  with  a  vowel,  or  is 
one  of  certain  words  beginning  with  h,  viz.  (i)  a  pronoun,  as  he  ;  (2)  part  of  the  verb 
have;  (.0  the  adverbs  heer,  hoio;  (4)  mute  h  in  honour,  hoitre.  In  a  similar  position, 
final  -er,  -en,  -el,  -y,  are  slurred  over  likewise  ;  thus  get-en  is  reallj'  get'n  in  1.  291 1. 

Final  -e  is  sometimes  dropped  in  a  few  common  words,  such  as  tcere,  were,  hadde, 
had,  v:olde,  would. 

Middle  -e-  is  also  sometimes  dropped,  as  in  havenes,  pronounced  (haavnez),  1.  407. 
But  trev:-e-ly  (481)  is  trisyllabic. 

The  reasons  for  sounding  the  final  -e,  -en,  -es,  as  distinct  syllables,  are  grammatical. 
These  endings  represent  older  inflexions,  mostly  Anglo-Saxon ;  and  were  once,  in 
fact,  essential.  But,  in  Cliaucer's  time,  they  were  beginning  to  disappear,  and  many 
are  now  lost  altogether. 

Final  -e.  The  various  sources  of  the  M.  E.  (i.  c,  Middle-English)  final  -e  are, 
chiefly,  these  following. 

1.  The  A.S.  (Anglo-Saxon)  sb.  ended  in  a  vowel.  Thus  A.S.  har-a,  a  hare,  became 
M.E.  hur-e  (191). 

2.  The  A.F.  (Anglo-French)  sb.  ended  in  a  vowel  which  was  formerly  sounded. 
Thus  A.F.  melod i-H  (i'ouT  syllables)  is  M.E.  melody-i''  (tour  sj-Uables,  9). 

3.  The  dative  case  often  ends  in  -e,  especially  after  the  prepositions  at,  by,  for,  in, 
of,  on,  to.  Thus  r6t-e(2)  is  the  dative  case  of  root,  a  root.  We  oven  find  the  form  of  an 
obliqxxe  case  used  as  a  nom.  case,  owing  to  confusion.  Thus  A.S.  hwclp,  a  whelp, 
makes  the  dat.  huelp-e  ;  Chaucer  has  ichelp-n  as  a  nfinainative  (257). 

4.  The  forms  hell-o,  (so  in  A.S.),  sonn-e  (A.S.  sinin-<in)  are  genitives  ;  see  Book  Duch. 
171 ;  A  1051.     Similarly  -y  represents  a  genitive  suffix  in  lad-y,  88,  695. 

5.  The  definite  form  of  the  adjective  (i.  e.  the  form  used  when  the  def.  art.  the  or 
a  possessive  or  demonstrative  pronoun  precedes  it)  ends  in  -e.     Ex.  :  the  yong-e,  7, 

6.  The  adj.  pi,  ends  in  -e  ;  as  smal-e,  9.        * 

'  The  nunibere  refer  to  tlie  lirie.sof  The  Prolog^ie  to  tlie  Canterbury  Tales;  see  p.  419. 
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7.  Even  the  adj.  sing,  may  end  in  -e  ;  as  »uet-e  (5),  from  A.S.  stirte,  sweet,  in  which 
the  final  -e  is  essential.     So  also  trewe,  from  A.S.  treotve  ;  5,m. 

8.  Verbs  :  the  infinitive  and  gerund  (with  to)  end  in  -en  or  -e ;  as  biyinn-c,  42  ;  fur 
to  rys-e,  33. ' 

9.  Strong  verbs  :  the  pp.  (past  participle)  ends  in  -en  or  -e  ■  as  y-ronn-e,  8. 

'  10.  Weak  verbs :  the  pt.  t.  (past  tense)  ends  in  -ede,  -de,  -te,  -e  ;  as  say-de,  70.     Some- 
times in  -ed,  as  prov-ed,  547.     Observe  lakk-e-de,  756  ;  lov'de,  97 ;  tcet-te,  129 ;  went-e,  78. 

11.  Verbs:  various  other  inflexions  in  -en  or  -e.  Thus  slPp-en,  3  p.  pr.  pi.,  10; 
toer-en,  i  p.  pt.  pi.,  29  ;  goss-e,  i  p.  pr.  s.,  82  ;  smert-e,  3  p.  pr.  s.  subj.,  230,  &c. 

12.  Adverbs  and  prepositions  may  end  in  -en  or  -e  ;  as  abov-en,  53  ;  abottt-e,  prep. 
158,  adv.  48S. 

Final  -en.  Tlie  suffix  -e7i  usually  denotes  either  (i)  the  pi.  sb.,  as  hos-en,  456; 
(2)  the  infin.  or  gerundial  infin.  of  a  verb,  as  to  wend-en.  21  ;  (3)  the  pp.  of  a  strong 
verb,  as  holp-en,  18  ;  (4)  the  pi.  of  any  tense  of  a  verb,  as  v:er-en,  i  p.  pt.  pL,  29  ;  (5) 
a  prep,  or  adverb,  as  ahov-en,  ~,}. 

Final  -es.  Tlie  final  -es  denotes  either  (1;  the  gen.  sing.,  as  lord-es.  47  ;  (2)  the  pi. 
sb..  as  shonr-es,  i  ;  or  (3)  an  adverb,  as  thrf/-es,  562.  But  the  geu.  of  lady  is  lady  ;  and 
of  fader,  is  fader.     And  the  plural  may  end  in  -«,  as  in  palmers,  13. 

The  student  should  endeavour  to  make  out,  in  every  case,  the  reason  for  the  use 
of  final  -e,  -en,  or  -es.  He  will  thus  acquire  the  grammar.  The  above  hints 
explain  most  cases  that  can  arise. 

Further  notes.  Some  neuter  sbs.  do  not  change  in  the  plural,  as  hors,  pi.  hors, 
74.     80  also  nect,  sheep,  siryn,  yeer. 

Comparatives  end  in  -er,  as  grett-er,  adj.,  107;  or  -re.  as  fer-re,  adv.,  48.  Super- 
latives, in  -est,  occasional  def  form  -est-e,  as  best-e.  252.  Pronouns  :  tho,  those  ;  this, 
pi.  thise,  these  ;  thilke,  that ;  ilke,  same.  Atte.  for  at  the.  Ye,  nom.  ;  yotv,  dat.  and 
ace.,  you.  Htr,  their  (also  her) ;  fcein,  them,  i/w,  his,  its.  l(7u'cft<',  what  sort  of,  40; 
icliat.  i.e.  'why,'  184;  That  .  .  .  he,  who,  44,  45;  Kho  so,  whoever,  741.  Men,  one, 
with  a  sing,  verb,  as  vien  smoot,  one  smote,  149. 

Verbs.  Verbs  are  distinguished  as  being  iveak  or  strong.  In  the  former,  the  pp. 
ends  in  -ed,  -d,  or  -t ;  in  the  latter,  in  -en.  or  -e. 

A  simple  rule  is  this.  In  weak  verbs,  the  pt.  t.  ends  in  -ede  (rarely  -ed),  -de,  -te,  -e, 
so  that  the  final  -e  is  here  extremely  common,  biit  it  does  not  appear  in  the  pp. ; 
conversely,  in  strong  verbs,  it  is  the  pp.  that  ends  in  -en  or-e,  which  never  appears  in 
the  first  or  third  person  singular  of  the  past  tense.  Ex.  went-e.  3  p.  pt.  s.,  78,  is 
a  weak  past  tense  ;  cla-d.  103,  is  a  weak  pp.  Conversely,  y-ronn-e,  8.  is  a  strong  pp.  ; 
sleep.  98,  is  a  strong  pt.  t.  The  prefix  y-  (A.S.  ge-)  can  be  prefixed  to  any  pp.,  and 
makes  no  difference. 

Strong  verbs  usually  shew  vowel-change  ;  thus  higan  (44^  is  the  pt.  t.  of  biginnen. 
But  note  that  this  is  not  a  sure  guide  ;  for  ratigh-te  (_i36)  is  the  pt.  t.  of  rech-en,  to 
reach,  and  is  weak.     Slip-en.  to  sleep,  pt.  t.  sleep,  is  strong. 

In  strong  verbs,  the  vowel  of  the  past  tense  is  changed,  sometimes,  in  the  plural. 
Thus  the  pt.  t.  sing,  of  ryd-en.  to  ride,  is  rood.  169  :  but  the  pi.  is  r'ul-en,  825.  The  pp. 
is  also  rid-en,  48. 

The  usual  formulae  for  the  conjugation  of  verbs  are  as  follows. 

Present  tense.     Sing,  -e,  -est,  -eth  (-th) ;  pi.  -eu  or  -?. 

Fast  tense  ;  weak  verbs.  Sing,  -ede  {-de  or  ,-<?(/;.  -de,  -te.  -e  (in  persons  i  and  3) ; 
-e.dcst,  -dest,  -test,  -est  1^2  iierson;.     Phiral,  -eden,  -ede,  -de,  -den  -ten,  -te,  -e  (all  persons). 


Past  tense  ;  strong  verbs.  Sing,  indie,  no  suffix  (in  persons  i  and  3);  -c,  occa- 
sinniilly  {2  porsonl     Sing.  snbj.  -c  (all  persons).     Plural  of  both  moods  :  -en,  -e. 

Imperative.  Sing.  2  person  :  «<)  s!/.;;te  (nsually) ;  -e(  in  some  weak  verbs).  Plural, 
2  person  :  -eth,  -th  •  (sometimes  -e). 

Infinitive  :  -en,  -e.  The  gernndial  infinitive  has  to  or /or  <o  prefixed,  and  often 
"lenotfS  jiurpose.  " 

Participles.  Present :  -ing,  often  -inge  at  the  end  of  a  line.  Pp.  of  weak  verbs  : 
-nd,  -d,  -t.     Pp.  of  strong  vei'bs  :  -en,  -e. 

N.B.  We  find  the  contracted  form  hit,  for  biddeth,  in  the  3  p.  pr.  s.  indicative,  187. 

.Similar  contractions  are  common  ;  hence  Jtit  means  'hideth' ;  rit  means  '  rideth'; 
sit.  '  sittoth  • ;  h'f,  •  loadeth,'  B  1496  ;  &c. 

Formation  of  Past  Tenses.  The  form  of  the  pt.  t.  of  a  weak  verb  depends  on 
the  forna  of  its  stem.     There  are  three  classes  of  sucli  verbs. 

1.  Infin.  -ien  ;  pt.  -ede  (-de),  or  -ed.  Thus  lov-ien,  to  love  ;  pt.  t.  lov-ede  (pronounced 
Invda),  or  lov-ed  (liived).     Compare  lakk-e-de,  756  ;  though  the  infin.  is  lakk-en. 

2.  Infin.  -en  ;  pt.  t.  -de,  -te,  or  sometimes  (after  d  or  t)  -e  ;  without  vowel-change, 
except  such  as  is  duo  to  contraction.  Ex.  her-en,  to  hear,  pt.  t.  her-de  ;  kep-en,  to 
keep,  pt.  t.  kep-te  ;  led-en,  to  lead,  pt.  t.  lad-de  (short  for  Ig^d-de).     Cf.  went-e,  went. 

3.  Infin.  -671,  with  a  modified  vowel  in  the  infinitive,  the  root-vowel  appearing  in 
the  pt.  t.  and  pp.  Thus  the  root  sok  (cf.  Gothic  sokjan,  to  seek),  appears  in  the 
A.S.  pt.  t.  soh-te,  pp.  soh-t,  M.E.  soght-e,  sogh-t ;  but  the  o  becomes  e  (as  in  A.S.  fot,  foot, 
"pl. /ef,  feet)  in  the  infin.  sec-an,  M.E.  sek-en,  E.  seek.  Cf.  tell-en,  pt.  t.  tol-de  ;  tech-e7i, 
pt.  t.  taugli-te. 

N.B.  The  pp.  of  a  weak  verb  results  from  the  pt.  t.  by  dropping  -e  (unless  it  has 
been  dropped  already) ;  thus  pt.  t.  tol-de  gives  pp.  tol-d. 

Strong  verbs.  The  seven  conjugations  of  strong  verbs  are  given  in  my  Principles 
of  Etymology.  I  take  as  representative  verbs  the  following  :  fall,  sJiake,  bear,  give, 
drink,  drive,  choose.  A  more  usual  order  (though  it  makes  no  real  difference)  is : 
J.  di-ivej  2.  choose,  3.  dnnk,  4.  bear,  5.  give,  6.  shake,  7.  fall. 

The  '  principal  parts  '  are  :  (a)  the  infinitive  :  (b)  the  past  tense,  singular  ;  (c)  the 
pt.  t.  pi.  ;  (d)  the  pp. 

1.  '  Drive.'  Here  Chaucer  has  :  (a)  ryd-en,  to  ride  ;  (b)  rood  ;  (c)  rld-en  ;  (d)  r1d-en. 
So  also  byt-en,  bite,  rys-en,  rise,  shyn-en,  shine,  shryv-en.  shrive,  smyt-en,  smite,  wryt-en, 
write  1.     I  here  ^vTite  y  to  denote  long  i. 

2.  '  Choose.'     As  :  (a)  seth-en,  to  seethe  ;  (b)  seeth  ;  (c,  d)  sod-eti. 

3.  '  Drink.'  As :  (a)  biginn-en  ;  (b)  bigan  ;  (c)  bigonncn ;  (d)  bigonnen.  So  also 
drinken,  ginnen,  rinnen,  to  run,  singen,  springen,  sicinken,  to  toil,  icinnen,  delven, 
Jighten  (pt.  t.  s.  faught),  helpen,  kerven,  thresshen. 

4.  '  Bear.'  As  :  (a)  ber-en  ;  (b)  bar  ;  (c)  ber-en  ;  (d)  bor-en.  So  also  brekeft,  slveren, 
atelen.     Comen  has  :  (b)  com ;  (c)  cdm-en  ;  (d)  com-en. 

5.  '  Give.'  As :  (a)  yev-en,  yiv-en ;  (b)  yaf;  (c)  yev-en  ;  (d)  yiv-en.  So  also  geten 
(pp.  geten) ;  speken  (pp.  sjioken). 

6.  '  Shake.'  As  :  (a)  bak-en  ;  (b)  book ;  (c)  bdk-en ;  (d)  bak-en.  So  also  drawen,  shaken, 
shaven,  stonden  (pt.  t.  stood),  taken,  sicercn  (pp.  sivor-e). 

7.  '  Fall.'    As  :  (a)  fall-en  ;  (b)  fil ;  (c)  fill-en ;  (d)  fall-en.     So  Iwlden,  pt.  t.  held  ; 

1  Chaucer's  Prologue  does  not  contafn  specirnens  of  all  tlie  part«  of  the  verbs  mentioned. 
Tims  telhen  only  occurs  in  the  infinitive  (383) ;  however,  tlie  pi.  t.  seeth  occxirs  elsewhere, 
\iz.  in  the  Clerkes  Tale,  E  227. 
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let-en,  pt.  t.  leet ;  aUp-en,  pt.  t.  sleep ;  hlvwen,  grOwen,  knOtv-en,  pt.  t.  blew,  &c. ; 
tvep-en,  pt.  t.  itwj) ;  goon,  pp.  ij-goun,  y-go,  286.  Compare  the  complete  list  of  strong 
M.E.  verbs,  in  Specimens  of  English,  ed.  Morris  and  Skeat,  pt.  i. 

Anomalous  Verbs.  Among  these  note  the  following.  Been,  ben,  are.  Imper. 
pi.  beetb,  bet  It,  bo  ye.     Pp.  been,  ben,  been. 

Can,  I  know;  pi.  connen ;  pt.  t.  coude,  knew,  could:  pp.  couth,  known.  Ikir, 
I  dare  ;  pt.  t.  dorste.  May,  I  may;  pi.  moicen  ;  subjunctive,  mowe,  pi.  moicen.  Moot, 
I  must,  I  may,  he  must,  he  may ;  pi.  mdten,  mote  ;  pt.  t.  moste.  Oghte,  ought.  Shal, 
pi.  shtillen,  shul;  pt.  t.  sholde.  Witen,  to  know;  woot,wdt,  I  know,  he  knows;  pi. 
tt^j7en  (correctly ;  but  Chaucer  also  has  ye  ivoot) ;  pt,  t.  unste,  knew;  pp.  uht.  Wil, 
tvol,  ivole,  will ;  pi.  icolen,  vjilen  ;  pt.  t.  icolde.     Thar,  needs  ;  pt.  t.  thurte. 

Negatives.  Nam,  for  ne  am,  am  not ;  nis,  for  ne  i«,  is  not ;  na3,  was  not ;  nere, 
were  not ;  nadde,  had  not ;  nil,  will  not ;  nolde,  would  not ;  noot,  I  know  not,  he 
knows  not ;  niste,  knew  not ;  ne  ,  ,  .  ne,  neither  .  .  .  nor,  603.  Doiible  negatives, 
70,  71,  &c. 

Adverbs.  End  in  -e,  as  di'^j-c,  deeply  ;  or  -ly,  as  sttbtil-ly  ;  or  -e-ly.  as  trew-e-ly, 
truly  ;  or  -en,  -e,  as  bifor-en,  bifor-e  ;  or  in  -es,  as  thry-es,  thrice.  Ther,  where,  54;, 
ther  ((s,  where  that,  34. 

Prepositions.  End  in  -en,  -e,  -es  :  &c.  Til,  for  to,  before  a  vowel.  With  adjoins 
its  verb  ;  791. 

METRE. 

Chaucer  was  our  first  great  mctrist,  and  enriched  our  literature  with  several 
forms  of  metre  which  had  not  been  previously  employed  in  English.  These  he 
borrowed  chiefly  from  Guillaume  do  Machault,  who  made  use  of  stanzas  of  seven, 
eight,  and  nine  lines,  and  even  wrote  at  least  one  Comipleint  in  the  '  heroic " 
couplet. 

The  metre  of  four  accents,  in  rimed  couplets,  had  been  in  use  in  English  long 
before  Chaucer's  time  ;  and  he  adopted  it  in  translating  Le  Eoman  de  la  Rose  (,the 
original  being  in  the  same  metre),  in  the  Book  of  the  Duchesse,  and  in  the  House  of 
Fame. 

The  ballad-metre,  as  employed  in  the  Tale  of  Sir  Thopas,  is  also  older  than  his 
time.  '  In  fact,  this  Tale  is  a  burlesqxie  imitation  of  some  of  the  old  Romances. 

The  four-line  stanza,  in  the  Proverbcs,  was  likewise  nothing  new. 

But  he  employed  the  following  metres,  in  English,  for  the  first  time. 

1.  The  8-line  stanza,  with  the  rimes  arranged  in  the  order  ababbcbc ;  i.  e.  with  the 
first  line  (<()  riming  with  the  third  (a),  and  so  on.  Exx.  A.B.C.  ;  The  Menkes  Tale  ; 
The  Former  Age  ;  Lenvoy  to  Bukton. 

1  b.  The  same,  thrice  repeated,  with  a  refrain.  Ex.  (part  of)  Fortune  ;  Compleint 
to  Venus  ;  Balade  to  Rosemounde. 

2.  The  7-line  stanza,  with  the  rimes  ababbcc  ;  a  favourite  metre.  Exx.  Ljf  of 
Seint  Cecyle  ;  Clerkes  Tale  ;  Palamon  and  Arcite  ;  (part  of)  Compleint  to  his  Lady  ; 
An  Amorous  Compleint  ;  Comiileint  to  Pit6  ;  (part  of)  Anelida  ;  The  Wretched 
Engendring  of  Mankind  ;  The  Man  of  Lawes  Tale  ;  (part  of)  The  Compleint  of  Mars  ; 
Troilus  and  Criseyde  ;  Wordes  to  Adam  ;  (part  of)  The  Parlement  of  Foules  ;  (parts 
of)  The  Canterburj'  Tales  ;  Lenvoy  to  Scogan. 

2  b.  The  same  7-line  stanza,  thrice  repeated,  with  a  refrain.    Exx.  Against  Women 


Unconstaunt ;  Compleint  to  his  Purse  ;  Lak  of  Stedfastnesse  ;  Gentilessc  ;  Truth. 
Also  in  the  Legend  of  Good  Women,  249-^69. 

2  c.  The  7-line  stanza,  with  the  rimes  ababbab.     Ex.  ("part  of)  Fortune. 

3.  Terza  Rima.     Only  a  few  lines  ;  in  the  Compleint  to  his  Lady. 

4.  The  10-line  stanza,  aabaabcddc.     In  the  Compleint  to  his  Lady. 

5.  The  9-line  stanza,  aaba<ibbab.     Only  in  Anelida. 

5  b.  The  same,  with  internal  rimes.     Only  in  Anelida. 

;c.  The  same  as  5,  but  thrice  repeated.     Only  in  Womanly  Noblesse. 

6.  Two  stanzas  of  16  lines  each:  with  the  rimes  aaabaaab  •  bbbabbba.  Only  in 
Anelida. 

;.  The  9-line  stanza,  aabaabbcc.     Only  in  the  latter  part  of  the  Compleint  of  Mars. 

8.  The  roundel.     In  the  Parlement  of  Foules  ;  and  Merciless  Beaute. 

9.  The  heroic  couplet.  In  the  Legend  of  Good  Women  and  parts  of  the  Canterbury 
Tales. 

la  A  6-line  stanza,  repeated  six  times  ;  with  the  rimes  ababcb.  Only  in  the 
Envoy  to  the  Clerkes  Tale. 

II.  A  lo-line  stanza,  aabaabbaab.     Only  in  the  Envoy  to  the  Compleint  of  Venus. 

ij.  A  6-line  stanza,  ababaa.     Only  in  the  Envoy  to  Womanly  Noblesse. 

13.  A  5-line  stanza,  aahba.     Only  in  the  Envoy  to  Compleint  to  his  Purse. 

The  following  pieces  are  in  prose.  Tlie  Tale  of  Melibeus.  The  Persones  Tale. 
The  translation  of  Boethius,  De  Consolatione  Philosoiihiae.  The  Treatise  on  the 
Astrolabe. 

VERSIFICATION. 

Some  lines  di-op  the  first  syllable,  and  the  first  foot  contains  one  syllable  only ; 
as  :  Ging  |  len  in,  &c.  170. 

Many  rimes  are  double,  as  doistre,  oiatre,  181  ;  lioiu-e,  td  me,  671 ;  nun-es,  noon  is,  523. 
Altc<iys  sound  final  -e  at  the  end  of  a  line.  Rimes  may  be  treble,  as  apothec-dr-i-ea, 
I'tii-dr-i-cs,  425  ;  so  at  11.  207,  513,  709.     Compare  the  Grammatical  Hints. 

Caesura.  The  caesura,  or  middle  pause,  allows  extra  syllables  to  be  preserved. 
Thus,  at  1.  293,  we  have  : — 

For  him  was  lever — hav'  kt  his  beddes  h6ed. 

Tlie  pause  gives  time  for  the  -er  of  lev-er.     Similarly,  we  may  preserve  the  -«"  of 
deliv-er,  84  ;  -e  in  7Hor-e,  98;  -e  in  curteisy-e,  132  ;  -ie  (  =  j^)  in  car-ie,  130. 
Compare  also  : — 

With-6ut-e  bak-e  met-e — was  nev'r  his  hous ;     343. 
That  I  no  dr6p-e — ne  fill'  tipon  hir  brest ;     131. 

The  syllables  -er,  -en,  -el,  -ed,  before  a  vowel,  or  h  (in  he,  &c.),  are  light,  and  do  not 
always  count  in  scansion  ;  see  11.  84,  291,  296,  334,  &c.  Cf.  ma  \  ny  a  breem  \  ;  350. 
Read  the  lines  deliberately,  and  remember  the  old  pronunciation. 

Accent.  Variable,  in  some  words;  cf.  luiUer,  545,  with  the  archaic  tri.syllabic 
luil-Ur-e,  541.  Also,  in  French  words,  we  have  hOnour,  582  ;  but  the  archaic  honour, 
46.     Cf.  licdiir,  3  ;  vertii,  4. 

PRONUNCIATION. 

The  M.E.  pronnnci.itiou  was  widely  different  from  tlie  present,  especially  in  tlio 
vowel-souni.ls.     The  sounds  of  the  vowels  were  nearly  as  in  French  and  Italian. 
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They  can  be  denoted  by  phonetic  invariahle  symbols,  enclosed  within  marks  of 
parenthesis.     Convenient  plionetic  symbols  are  these  following. 

Vowels,  (aa),  as  a  in  father ;  (a)  short,  as  o  in  aha  !  (ae),  open  long  e,  as  a  in 
ilary  ;  (e),  open  short  r,  as  e  in  bM ;  (ee),  close  long  e,  as  e  in  veil :  (i  j  short,  as  F.  i 
in  fini,  or  (nearly)  as  E.  i  in  in  ;  (ii),  as  ee  in  deep  ;  (ao),  open  long  o,  as  aiv  in  saie  ; 
(o)  open  short  o,  as  o  in  not ;  (oo),  close  long  o,  as  o  in  note,  or  o  in  German  '  so  ' ; 
int,  as  M  in  full ;  (uu),  as  oo  in  fool ;  (ii),  as  F.  m  in  F.  '  6cm'  ;  (ir),  as  long  G.  ii  in  G. 
■griVn.'     Also  (a),  as  final  a  in  China.  * 

Diphthongs,  (ai),  as  y  in  Hy ;  (au),  as  ow  in  noie ;  (ei),  as  ei  in  \<>il  ;  (oi;,  as  oi 
in  b(*('l. 

Consonants  (special),  (k),  as  c  in  cat ;  (s),  as  c  in  city  ;  (ch),  as  in  church  ;  (tch), 
as  in  ca<cA ;  (th),  as  th  in  thin  ;  (dh),  as  th  in  then.  Also  (h),  when  not  initial,  to 
denote  a  guttural  sound,  like  G.  ch  in  Nac/it,  Tuicht,  but  weaker,  and  varying  with 
the  preceding  vowel. 

An  accent  is  denoted  by  (•':,  as  in  M.E.  mime  (naa'me). 

By  helji  of  these  symbols,  it  is  possible  to  explain  the  meaning  of  the  M.E.  synibols 
employed  by  the  scribes  in  Chaiicer's  Talcs.  The  following  is  a  list  of  the  souflds 
they  denote.  The  letters  in  thick  type  are  the  letters  actually  employed  :  the  letters 
within  parenthesis  denote  the  sounds,  as  above. 

Observe  that  long  '  9,'  also  written  '  6,'  means  the  same  as  (ao) ;  and  long  '  g,'  also 
written  '  6,'  means  the  same  as  (ae). 

a  short,  (a).  Ex.  «J  (alj ;  ««  (az).  N.B.  The  modern  o  in  cat  (kset)  is  denoted  by  (ae), 
and  do€3  not  occur  in  Chaucer. 

a  long,  (aa).  (i)  at  the  end  of  a  syllable  ;  as  aye  (aa'je) ;  (2)  before  «  or  ce  ;  as  cas 
(kaas),  face  (faa-sa). 

ai,  ay  (ei),  originally  perhaps  (ai ) ;  but  ai  and  ei,  both  being  pronounced  as  (ei), 
had  already  been  confused,  and  invariably  ilme  together  in  Chaucer.  Cf.  E.  yay, 
prey. 

au,  aw  (an).     Ex.  avaiint  (avau'nt);  atre  (au-o). 

c,  as  (k),  except  before  e  and  i ;  as  (s),  before  e  and  i. 

ch  (ch) ;  cch  (tch). 

e  short,  (e).     E.x.  J'etheres  (fedh'rez) ;  middle  e  dropped. 

e  linal,  (a) ;  and  often  dropped  or  elided  or  very  lightly  touched. 

e  long  and  open,  (ae).     Sometimes  denoted  by  '  g '  or  '  gg.'     Ex.  clene  (klae'ua). 

e  long  and  close,  (ee).     Ex.  mcete  (swee'ta) ;  weep  (weep). 

ei,  ey  (ei).     Ex.  streit  (streit) ;  icey  (wei). 

g  hard,  i.  e.  (g),  except  before  e  and  i ;  (j),  before  e  and  i.     Ex.  go  (gao) ;  age  laa-ja). 

gh  (h),  G.  ch.  Ex.  light  (liiht).  The  vowel  was  at  first  short,  then  half-long  (as 
probably  in  Chaucer),  then  wholly  long,  when  the  (h)  dropped  out.  Later,  (ii) 
became  (ei\  and  is  now  (ai). 

gn  (n),  with  long  preceding  vowel :  as  digne  (dii'iia). 

i  short,  (i).  As  F.  i  in  fini ;  but  often  as  E.  i  in  in  ;  the  latter  is  near  enough.  So 
also  y,  when  short,  as  in  many  (man'i). 

i,  y  long,  (ii).     Ex.  /  (ii) ;  vtelodye  (mel'odii-a). 

ie  (ee),  the  same  as  ee.     Ex.  m»«cAie/rniischeef). 

I  consonantal,  (j).  Ex.  lay  (jei) ;  luge  (jii-jo).  So  in  the  MSS.  ;  but  here  printed 
'j,' asinja7/(jei). 

le,  often  vocalic  (1),  as  in  E.  temple  (temp-1).    But  note  stables  (staa'blez). 
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^e  (ngg) ;  always  ns  iu  E.  linger.     Ex.  thing  (tliingg). 

o  short,  (o),  as  iu  o/(ov).  But  as  (^u)  before  gJi.  And  note  particularly,  that  it  is 
always  (u\  i.  e.  as  «  in  fwll,  wherever  it  has  a  sound  like  u  in  mod.  E.,  as  in  company, 
son,  monk,  cousin.  &c.     Ex.  sonne  (suu-na),  vtonk  (mungk\  vioclie  [mwcha). 

o  long  and  open,  (ao).  Sometimes  denoted  by  '  i^ '  or  •  o^>.'  Ex.  go  (gao) ;  atoon 
(staon). 

o  long  and  close,  (oo).     Ex.  sole  (soo'te) ;  Jiood  (hood). 

oi,  oy  (oi). 

ou,  ow  (uu) ;  as  in  Jtour  i^fluur) ;  now  (nuu).     Rarely  (gu),  as  in  soule  (s^ula). 

ogh  (^uli),  with  open  o,  as  in  E.  not,  followed  by  short  (u). 

ough  (uuh) ;  with  uk  as  in  E.  fool  (fuul) ;  or  ns  ogh. 

r  is  always  .ytrongly  trilled,     ssh  (shsh),  as  in  fresuhe  i  fresh "sho). 

u  short,  (tt) ;  French  ;  as  in.  just  (jilst).     Rarely  (u),  as  iu  cut  (kut) ;  English. 

u  long,  (il'),  as  in  nature  (natii-ro) ;  French. 

we  final,  (wo),  but  often  merely  (u).  Ex.  aiives  (ar-wez) ;  boive  (baou-o,  b^ife) ; 
morice  (mom) ;  so  bleiv  (blee'u). 

Jr.B.  Open  long  e  (ae)  often  arises  from  A.S.  cp,  Pa,  or  lengthening  of  e.  Ex.  ivp-e 
(waera),  A.S.  icSron  ;  ggt  (ack),  A.S.  fac  ;  speken  (spaekon),  A.S.  sprecan.  Open  long  o 
(ao)  often  arises  from  A.S.  a,  or  lengthening  of  o.  Ex.  f^  (fao),  A.S.  fd  ;  (^jpen,  A,S. 
open.  Chaucer  refrains  from  riming  open  long  e  (ae),  when  arising  from  A.S.  fa,  or 
lengthening  of  e,  with  the  close  e  arising  from  A.S.  ?  or  lo.  But  there  is  some 
uncertainty  about  the  quality  of  the  c  arising  from  A.S.  (p,  or  from  mutation. 

The  occurrence  of  rimes  such  as  Chaucer  never  cmploj-s  furnishes  an  easy  test  for 
poems  which  have  been  supposed  to  be  his  on  insufficient  grounds.  Thus,  in  Tho 
Cuckoo  and  tho  Nightingale,  stanza  i.^,  green  rimes  with  been  ;  whereas  the  form  green 
never  occurs  in  Chaucer,  who  always  employs  gren-e  (gree'na)  as  a  dissyllable,  in 
accordance  with  its  etymology  from  A!S.  grSne.  In  the  same  poem,  upon  rimes  with 
vwn,  a  man  (stanza  17) ;  but  Chaucer  knows  nothing  of  such  a  form  as  man. 

Non-Chaucerian  rimes  occur  iu  largo  numbers  in  Fragment  B  of  the  Romaunt  of 
the  Rose. 


THE    ROMAUNT   OF  THE    ROSE. 


Words  and  syllables  enclosed  within  square  brackets  are  supplied  by  the  Editor. 

IJeadiiiKs  iiiiuked  with  an  obelus  (fj  me  doubtful,  and  are  accounted  for  in  the 

A))pendix. 
[Onl]/ fliree  Frdijiiu'iiln  o/ tlti.'<  tratinlntion  hare  come  doini  to  vn.     Of  these,  Fragment  A 

;.■*  6// Chaucer;  Fraf?nient  W  in  hi/  a  \ortlit'mer,(tnil  linn  wriiii/rorniiit  irndini/s;  xrhiliit 

Fragment  C  is  of  duxtbtful  uriijin,  and  1  du  not  feel  sure  that  it  is  Chmicer'H.] 


FRAGMENT  A. 


Many  men  soyn  that  in  sweveninges 
Ther  nis  but  tables  and  lesinges  ; 
But  men  may  soninie  fswovenes  seen, 
Which  hardely  fno  false  been, 
But  afterward  ben  apparaunte. 
This  may  I  drawe  to  waraunte 
An  authour,  that  hight  Macrobes, 
Thut  halt  not  dremes  false  ne  lees, 
But  undoth  us  the  avisioun 
That  whylom  mette  king  Cipioun. 

And  who-so  sayth,  or  woneth  it  1>o 
A  jape,  or  elles  [a]  nyceteo 
To  weno  that  dremes  after  falle, 
Let  who-so  liste  a  fool  lue  calle. 
For  this  trowe  I,  and  say  for  me, 
That  dremes  signiliaunce  bo 
or  good  and  hanne  to  many  wightes, 
1'hat  dremon  in  her  slepe  a-nightes 
Ful  many  thinges  covertly. 
That  fallen  after  al  openly. 
The  Dream. 

Within  mj'  twenty  yere  of  age, 
Wlian  that  Love  taketh  his  corago 
Of  .vonge  lolk,  I  weute  sone 
To  bedde,  as  I  was  wont  to  done, 
Anit  fast  I  -fsleep  ;  and  in  sleping, 
Me  mette  swiche  a  sweveniug, 
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That  lykedc  me  wonders  wel ; 

But  in  that  sweven  is  never  a  del 

That  it  nis  afterward  befalle, 

Kight  as  this  dreem  wol  telle  us  alle.     30 

Now  this  dreem  wol  I  ryme  aright. 

To  make  your  hertes  gayo  and  light  ; 

For  Love  it  prayeth,  and  also 

Comnuiundeth  mo  that  it  bo  so. 

And  if  ther  any  aske  mo,  35 

VV^hether  that  it  bo  ho  or  she. 

How  [tluit]  this  book  [the]  which  is  hero 

SImll  t  bote,  that  I  rede  you  hero  ; 

It  is  the  Komance  of  the  Bose, 

In  which  al  the  art  of  love  I  close.  40 

The  mater  fair  is  of  to  make  ; 
God  graunte  in  greo  that  »he  it  take 
For  whom  that  it  begonnen  is  ! 
And  that  is  she  that  hath,  j'-wis, 
So  mocliel  prys  ;  and  ther-to  she  45 

So  woi-thy  is  biloved  be, 
That  she  wel  oughte,  of  prys  and  right. 
Be  cleped  Rose  of  every  wight. 

That  it  was  May  nao  thoughte  tho. 
It  is  tyve  yere  or  more  ago  ;  50 

That  it  was  May,  thus  dremed  me. 
In  tyme  of  love  and  jolitee, 
Thatal  thing  giiiueth  wa.ven  gay, 
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For  ther  is  neither  husk  nor  hay 
In  May,  that  it  nil  shrouded  been,  55 

And  it  with  newo  leves  wreen. 
These  wodes  eek  recoveren  grene, 
That  drye  in  winter  been  to  sene  ; 
And  th'  crthe  Moxeth  proud  withalle, 
For  swote  dewes  that  on  it  falle,  60 

And  [al]  the  pore  estat  forget 
In  which  that  winter  hadde  it  set ; 
And  than  bicometh  the  gi'onnd  so  proud 
Tliat  it  wol  have  a  newe  shroiid, 
And  niaketli  so  queyut  his  robe  and  fayr  65 
That  it  f  liath  hewes  an  hundred  payr 
.Of  gras  and  floures,  inde  and  pers, 
And  many  hewes  ful  dj-Aors  : 
That  is  the  robe  I  mene,  y-wis, 
Through  which  the  ground  topreisenis.70 

The  briddes,  that  han  left  liir  song, 
Whyl  they  han  sufFred  cold  so  strong 
In  wedres  grille,  and  derk  to  sighte, 
Bon  in  Ma,\',  for  the  Sonne  brighte, 
So  glade,  that  they  shewe  in  singing,     75 
That  in  hir  herte  is  swich  Ij-king, 
That  they  mote  singen  and  be  light. 
Than  doth  the  nightingale  hir  might 
To  make  noyse,  and  singen  blythe. 
Than  is  blisful,  many  a  sythe,  80 

The  chelaundre  and  the  papingay. 
Than  yonge  folk  entenden  ay 
For  to  ben  gay  and  amorous, 
The  tyme  is  than  so  savoroiis. 
Hard  is  his  herte  that  loveth  nought     S5 
In  May,  whan  al  this  mirth  is  wroxight  ; 
Whan  he  maj-  on  these  brannghes  hero 
The  snmle  briddes  singen  clcre 
Hir  blisful  swcte  song  pitous  ; 
And  in  this  sesoun  delitoixs,  co 

"Wlian  love  affrayeth  alle  thing, 
Me  thoughte  a-night,  in  my  sleping, 
Eight  in  my  bod.  ful  re<Hly, 
That  it  was  bj-  the  morowe  orly. 
And  up  I  roos,  and  gan  me  clothe ;         05 
Anoou  I  wissh  mjTi  hondes  bothe  ; 
A  sylvre  nedlc  loith  I  drogh 
Out  of  an  aguiler  quej-nt  y-nogh, 
And  gan  this  ncdle  thrcde  anon  ; 
For  out  of  toun  me  list  to  gon  nx) 

The  sowne  of  briddos  for  to  here. 
That  on  thisc  fbusshcs  singen  clere,    ■ 
And  in  the  swete  sosoun  that  leef  is, 
With  u  threde  basting  my  sle^•is, 


Aloon  I  weute  iu  iny  playing,  105 

The  smalo  foules  song  harkning ; 

That  peyned  hem  ful  many  a  payro 

To  singe  on  bowes  blosmed  fayre. 

Jolif  and  gay,  fill  of  gladnesse, 

Toward  a  river  1 1  gan  me  dresse,  1 10 

That  I  herde  ronne  fasto  by  ; 

For  fairer  playing  uon  saugh  I 

Than  playen  me  by  that  liveer, 

For  from  an  hille  that  stood  ther  neer 

Cam  doun  the  stroem  ful  stif  and  bold.  115 

Cleer  was  the  water,  and  as  cold 

As  any  welle  is,  sooth  to  seyne  ; 

And  somdel  lasse  it  was  than  Seine, 

But  it  was  straighter  wol  away. 

And  never  saugh  I,  er  that  day,  i::o 

The  water  that  so  wel  lyked  me  ; 

And  wonder  glad  was  I  to  see 

That  lusty  jjlace,  and  that  riveer ; 

And  with  that  water  that  ran  so  cleer 

My  face  I  wissh.     Tho  saugh  I  wel        125 

The  botme  i)aved  everydel 

With  gravel,  fill  of  stones  shene. 

The  niedewe  softe,  swote,  and  grene, 

Beet  right  on  the  wator-syde. 

Ful  cleer  was  than  the  morow-tyde,      130 

And  ful  attempre,  out  of  drede. 

Tho  gan  I  walke  through  tho  mede, 

Dounward  ay  in  my  ploying. 

The  river-syde  coste.\"ing. 

The  Garden. 

And  whan  I  had  a  whyle  goon,  135 

I  .saugh  a  Gardin  right  anoon, 
Ful  long  and  brood,  and  everydel 
i  Enolos  it  was,  and  walled  wel, 
A\'ith  hye  walles  embatailled, 
Porti-ayed  without,  and  wel  entailled  140 
With  many  riehe  portraitures  ; 
And  bothe  images  and  pe3'ntures 
Gan  I  biholde  bisily. 
And  I  wol  telle  yoiT,  redily, 
Of  thilke  images  the  semblaunce,  145 

As  fer  as  I  ha-\-e  roniembraunce. 
Hate. 

A-niiddo  saiigh  1  Hate  stonde. 
That  for  hir  wrathe,  ire,  and  onde, 
Semed  to  been  a  f  moveresse, 
An  angry  wiglit,  a  chideresse  ;  150 

And  ful  of  gj'le,  and  fel  corage, 
By  somblannt  was  that  ilkc  image. 
^Vud  she  Mas  no-thing  wel  arraj-ed, 
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But  lyk  a  wood  wouuuan  afrayed ; 
Y-frouiiced  foulu  was  liir  visage,  155 

And  gronniiig  tor  disjiitous  lugo  ; 
Hii-  nose  snorted  up  for  tene, 
Ful  bidous  was  slio  for  to  sene, 
Ful  foul  and  rusty  was  she,  this. 
]{ir  heed  y-writheu  was,  y-wis,  160 

Fill  grimly  Mith  a  greet  towaj-le. 
Felonye. 

An  image  of  another  ontayle. 
A  lift  half,  was  hir  fasto  by  : 
Hir  name  above  hir  heed  saugh  I, 
And  she  was  called  Felosye.  165 

Vilanye. 

Another  image,  that  Vilaxyk 
Y-eleped  was,  saugh  I  and  fond 
I'pou  the  wallo  on  hii-  right  hond. 
Vilanje  was  lyk  somdel 
That  other  image  ;  and,  trusteth  wel,  170 
she  semed  a  wikked  creature. 
By  couutenaunce,  in  portrayture, 
.She  semed  be  ful  despitous, 
And  eek  ful  proud  and  outrageoits. 
Wel  coude  he  peynte,  I  iindei-take,        175 
That  swiche  image  coude  make. 
Ful  foul  and  cberlish  semed  she, 
And  eek  vilaynous  for  to  be, 
And  litel  coude  of  uorture. 
To  worshipe  any  creature.  180 

Coveityse. 

Aiul  next  was  peynted  Coveityse, 
That  eggeth  folk,  in  many  gyse, 
To  take  and  yeve  right  nought  ageju, 
And  grete  tresours  ui)  to  lejn. 
Ami  that  is  she  that  for  usiire  185 

Leneth  to  many  a  creature 
The  lasse  for  the  more  winning, 
So  coveitous  is  her  l)renuuig. 
And  that  is  she,  for  penyes  fele, 
Tliat  tecbeth  for  to  robbo  and  stele       190 
These  thcves,  and  these  smale  harlotes  ; 
And  that  is  routhe,  for  by  hir  th  rotes 
Ful  many  oon  hangeth  at  the  laste. 
.She  luaketh  folk  conipasse  and  caste 
To  taken  other  folkes  thing,  105 

Through  robberie,  or  -j-miscounting. 
And  that  is  she  that  maketh  trechoiu'es  ; 
And  she  [that]  maketh  false  pledoui'es, 
That  with  hir-  ternies  and  hii-  domes 
l)oon  maydens,  ehUtlren,  and  eek  gromes 
Hii-  heritage  to  forgo.  -'oi 
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Ful  croked  were  hir  hondes  two  ; 
For  Coveityse  is  ever  wood 
To  grypen  other  folkes  good. 
Coveityse,  for  hir  winning, 
Ful  leef  hath  other  mennes  thing. 
Avarice. 

Another  image  set  saugh  I 
Next  Coveityse  faste  by. 
And  she  was  cleped  Avarice. 
Ful  foul  in  peynting  was  that  vice; 
Ful  sad  and  caj'tif  was  she  eek, 
And  al-so  grene  as  any  leek. 
So  ys^el  hewed  was  hir  colour, 
Hir  semed  have  lived  in  langour. 
She  was  lyk  thing  for  hungre  deed, 
That  ladde  hir  lyf  only  by  breed 
Kneden  with  eisel  strong  and  egi'e  ; 
And  therto  she  was  lene  and  megre. 
And  she  was  clad  ful  povrely, 
AI  in  an  old  torn  f  courtepy. 
As  she  were  al  with  dogges  torn  ; 
And  bothe  biliinde  and  eek  biforn 
Clouted  was  she  beggarly. 
A  mantel  heng  hir  faste  by, 
Upon  a  perche,  weyke  and  smalle  ; 
A  burnet  cote  heng  thervvithalle, 
Furred  with  110  menivere, 
But  with  a  furre  rough  of  here. 
Of  lambe-skinues  he^'y  and  blakc  ; 
It  was  ful  old,  I  undertake. 
For  Avarice  to  clothe  liir  wel 
Xe  hasteth  hir,  never  a  del ; 
For  certeynly  it  were  hir  loth 
To  weren  ofte  that  ilke  cloth  ; 
And  if  it  were  forwered,  she 
Wolde  have  ful  greet  necessitee 
Of  clothing,  er  she  boughte  hii-  uewe, 
Al  were  it  bad  of  wolle  and  hewe. 
This  Avarice  held  in  hir  hande 
A  irars,  that  heng  [douu]  by  a  bande  ;    -'40 
And  that  she  hidde  and  bond  so  stronge, 
Men  must  abyde  wonder  longe 
Out  of  that  purs  er  ther  come  ought. 
For  that  ne  cometh  not  in  hir  thought ; 
It  was  not,  certein,  hir  entente  J45 

Tluxt  fro  that  puis  a  peny  wente. 
Envye. 

And  by  that  image,  njgh  y-nough. 
Was  fpeynt  Envve,  that  never  lough, 
Xor  never  wel  in  herte  ferde 
But-if  she  outher  saugh  or  herde  J50 
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Soui  greet  uiischaunoe,  or  greet  disese. 
Nothing  may  so  uioch  bir  plcso 
As  mischef  and  niisaventure  : 
Or  >\Iian  she  secth  discomfitiiro 
+0n  any  worthy-  man  [to]  faUo,  255 

Thau  lykoth  hir  [t'ul]  wel  withalle. 
She  is  till  ghid  in  hir  corage, 
If  she  see  auy  greet  linage 
Be  brought  to  nought  in  shamful  wyse. 
And  it' a  man  in  honour  ryse,  260 

Or  by  Ills  witte,  or  by  prowesse, 
Of  that  hath  she  gret  hc\'iuesse  ; 
For,  trusteth  wol,  she  goth  nigh  wood 
"Wlxen  anj^  chaiince  happeth  good. 
Eu^•J•c  is  of  swich  crueltee,  265 

That  foith  ne  trouthe  holdeth  she 
To  freend  ne  felawe,  bad  or  good. 
Ne  she  hath  kin  noon  of  hir  blood, 
That  she  nis  ful  hir  enemy  ; 
She  uolde,  I  dar  seyn  hardely,  270 

Hir  owne  fader  ferde  wel. 
And  sore  abyeth  she  eveiydel 
Hir  malice,  and  hir  maltalent : 
For  she  is  in  so  greet  turment 
And  hath   such    [wo],   whan    folk   doth 
good,  275 

That  nigh  she  melteth  for  pure  wood  ; 
Hii-  herte  kers'eth  and  f  to-brekcth 
Tliat  god  the  peplc  wcl  awrekoth. 
En^•ye,  y-"wis,  shal  never  lette 
Som  blame  upon  the  folk  to  sette.         280 
I  trowe  that  if  Euvye,  y-wis, 
Knewe  the  beste  man  that  is 
On  this  syde  or  biyond  the  see, 
Yit  somwhat  lakken  him  woldo  she. 
And  if  he  were  so  hendo  and  wys,  285 

That  she  ne  mighte  al  abate  his  prj\s, 
Yit  wolde  she  blame  his  worthiuesse, 
Or  by  hir  wordes  make  it  lesse. 
I  saugh  En\'y-e,  in' that  pejTiting, 
Hadde  a  wonderful  loking  ;  290 

For  she  ne  loked  but  awry. 
Or  overthwart,  al  baggiiigly. 
And  she  hadde  [cek]  a  foul  usage  ; 
She  mighte  loke  in  no  visage 
Of  man  or  womman  forth-right  iile3'n,  295 
But  shette  oon  j-e  for  disdej'ii  ; 
So  for  envye  breuned  she 
Wliau  slic  mighte  any  man  [yj-sec. 
That  fair,  or  worthy  were,  or  wys, 
Or  elles  stood  in  folkes  prya.  300 


Sorowe. 

SoiiowE  was  peynted  next  Envye 
t'pon  that  walle  of  masoniye. 
But  wel  was  seen  in  hir  colour 
That  she  hadde  lived  in  langour; 
Hir  somed  have  the  Jaunyce.  305 

Nought  half  so  pale  was  Avaryce, 
Nor  no-thing  lyk,  [as]  of  Icnesso  ; 
For  sorowe,  thought,  and  greet  distresse. 
That  she  hadde  suffred  day  and  night 
Made  hir  ful  yelwe,  and  no-thing  bright, 
Fnl  fade,  pale,  and  megro  also.  _j  i  i 

Was  never  wight  yit  half  so  wo 
As  that  hir  seined  for  to  bo, 
Nor  so  fulfilled  of  ire  as  she. 
I  trowe  that  no  wight  mighte  hir  plesc,^i5 
Nor  do  that  thing  that  mighte  hir  ese  ; 
Nt)r  she  no  wolde  hir  sorowe  slake. 
Nor  comfort  noon  unto  hir  take  ; 
So  dope  was  hir  wo  bigonuen. 
And  eek  hir  herte  in  angre  ronnen,      3^0 
A  sorowful  thing  wel  semed  she. 
Nor  she  hadde  no-thing  slowo  be 
For  to  forcracchen  al  hir  face, 
And  for  to  •jrendo  iu  many  jilace 
Hir  clothes,  and  for  to  tere  hir  swire,   325 
As  she  that  was  fulfilled  of  ire  ; 
And  al  to-torn  lay  eek  hir  here 
Aboutc  hir  shuldres,  hero  and  there, 
As  she  that  hadde  it  al  to-rent 
For  angre  and  for  maltalent.  330 

And  eek  I  telle  j-ou  certeynlj" 
How  that  she  wi'ei>  ful  teudcrl,\-. 
In  world  nis  wight  so  hard  of  herte 
That  hadde  seen  hir  sorowes  smerte. 
That  uolde  have  had  of  hir  pitee,  335 

So  wo-bigoon  a  thing  was  she. 
She  al  to-dasshto  hir-solf  for  wo, 
-And  smoot  togider  hir  handes  two. 
To  sorwe  was  she  ful  entontj-f, 
That  woful  recchelces  caitj^f ;  340 

Hir  roughte  litel  of  pleying. 
Or  of  clijiping  or  [of]  kissing  ; 
For  who-so  sorweful  is  in  herto 
Him  liste  not  to  pleye  ne  sterte. 
Nor  for  to  daunseu,  no  to  singe.  345 

Ne  may  his  herte  iu  temper  briugc 
To  make  joye  on  even  or  niorowe  ; 
For  j»>ye  is  coutrairo  unto  sorowe. 
Elde. 

Ei.KK  was  peynted  after  this, 
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That  shorter  was  a  toot,  y-wis,  350 

Than  sho  was  wont  in  her  yonghede. 
Unnethe  hir-self  she  mighte  fodo  ; 
So  f'eblo  and  eek  so  old  was  she 
Tliat  fadc<l  was  al  liir  boaiitee. 
Fnl  salowo  was  waxen  hir  colour,  355 

Hlr  heed  for-hoor  was,  whyt  as  Hour. 
Y-wis,  gret  qualm  ne  were  it  noon, 
Ne  sinne,  althongh  hir  lyf  were  gon. 
Al  woxen  was  hir  bfKly  unweldo, 
And  drj-e,  and  dw^vned  al  for  cldf^.        360 
A  fonl  I'orwelked  thing  was  she 
That  whylom  round  and  sol'te  had  be. 
Hir  ores  shoken  fast  withalle. 
As  from  her  heed  they  wolde  falle. 
Hir  face  frounced  and  forpyned,  365 

And  bothe  hir  hondes  lorn,  fordwyned. 
So  old  she  was  that  she  ne  wente 
A  foot,  but  it  were  by  potente. 
Time. 
Tlic  Tyme,  that  passeth  night  and  day, 
And  restelees  travaylcth  ay,  370 

And  steleth  from  us  so  prively, 
Tliat  to  us  semcth  sikerly 
That  it  in  oon  point  dwelleth  ever, 
And  certes,  it  ne  resteth  never, 
But  goth  so  faste,  and  passeth  ay,  375 

That  ther  nis  man  that  thinkc  may 
'\^^lat  tyme  that  now  present  is  : 
Asketh  at  these  clerkes  this  ; 
For  [er]  men  thinke  it  redily, 
Three  tymes  been  y-passed  by.  380 

Tlie  tyme,  that  may  not  sojoume, 
But  goth,  and  f  never  may  rctourne. 
As  water  that  doun  renneth  ay, 
But  never  drope  retoume  may  ; 
Ther  may  no-thing  as  tyme  endure,      385 
Metal,  nor  erthely  creature  ; 
For  alle  thing  it  fret,  and  shal : 
The  tymo  eek,  that  chaungeth  al, 
Antl  al  doth  waxe  and  fostred  be, 
And  alio  thing  distroyeth  lie  :  390 

The  tjTne,  that  eldetli  our  auncessours 
And  eldcth  kinges  and  emperours. 
Ami  that  us  alio  shal  overcomen 
Er  that  deeth  us  shal  have  nomen  : 
Tlie  tyme,  that  hath  al  in  weldo  395 

To  clden  folk,  had  maad  hir  elde 
So  inly,  that,  to  my  witing. 
She  mighte  helpe  hir-self  nothing. 
But  turned  ageyn  unto  childhede  ; 
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She  had  no-thing  hir-self  to  lede. 
No  wit  no  pith  in[with]  hir  holdo 
More  than  a  child  of  two  yeer  olde. 
But  natheles,  I  trowe  that  she 
Was  fair  sumtyme,  and  fresh  to  see. 
Whan  sho  was  in  hir  rightful  age  :       405 
But  sho  was  past  al  that  passage 
And  was  a  doted  thing  bicomen. 
A  furred  cope  on  had  she  nomen  ; 
Wei  had  she  clad  hir-.self  and  warm, 
For  cold  mighte  elles  doon  hir  harm.  410 
These  olde  folk  have  alwey  colde, 
Hir    kind    is    swicho,   whan    they    ben 
olde. 

Pope-holy. 
Another  thing  wag  doon  ther  write, 
That  semede  lyk  an  ipocrite. 
And  it  was  cleped  PoPE-noLV,  415 

Tliat  ilke  is  she  that  prively 
Xe  spareth  never  a  wikked  dede, 
Whan  men  of  hir  taken  non  hede  ; 
And  maketh  hir  outward  precious, 
With  jjale  visage  and  pitous,  420 

And  semeth  a  simple  creature  ; 
But  ther  nis  no  misaventure 
That  she  ne  thenketh  in  hir  corage. 
Ful  lyk  to  hir  was  that  image. 
That  maked  was  lyk  hir  semblaunce.    425 
She  was  ful  simple  of  countenance, 
And  she  was  clothed  and  eek  shod, 
As  she  were,  for  the  love  of  god, 
Yoldcn  to  religioun, 

Swich  semed  hir  dcvocioun.         .  430 

A  sauter  held  she  faste  in  honde, 
And  bisily  she  gan  to  fonde 
To  make  many  a  fcynt  prayere 
To  god,  and  to  his  seyntes  dere. 
Ne  she  was  gay,  fresh,  ne  j<>l5^',  435 

But  semed  bo  ful  ententyf 
To  gode  werkes,  and  to  faire. 
And  therto  she  had  on  an  liaire. 
Ne  certes,  she  was  fat  no-thing, 
But  semed  wery  for  fasting  ;  440 

Of  colour  pale  and  deed  was  she. 
From  hir  the  gate  -fshal  wemed  be 
Of  paradys,  that  blisful  place  ; 
For  s-nnch  folk  maketh  lene  hir  fface, 
As  Crist  seith  in  his  evangyle,  445 

To  gete  hem  piys  in  toun  a  whyle  ; 
And  for  a  lit  el  glorie  veine 
They  lesen  god  and  eek  his  reine. 


ZU  (^o^Munt  of  t^t.  (Ro0e. 


[Fraomkxt  a, 


Povert. 

AjkI  alderlast  of  evorichoon, 
Was  perntcd  Povert  al  alooii.  450 

That  not  a  pony  hadde  in  •n-olde, 
Al-thonjrli  [that]  sho  liir  clothes  solde, 
And  though  she  shnlde  anhonged  be; 
For  naked  as  a  worm  was  she. 
And  if  the  weder  stormy  were,  455 

For  colde  she  shnlde  liave  deyed  there, 
.She  nadde  on  hiit  a  streit  old  sak. 
And  many  a  clont  on  it  ther  stak  ; 
This  was  hir  cote  and  hir  mantel. 
No  more  was  there,  never  a  del.  460 

To  clothe  her  with  ;  I  undertake, 
Grot  loj-ser  hadde  she  to  qnake. 
And  she  was  put,  that  I  of  talke, 
Fer  fro  these  other,  np  in  an  halke  ; 
There  lurked  and  there  coured  she  ;     465 
For  povre  thing,  wher-so  it  be, 
Is  shamfast,  and  despyscd  ay. 
Acursed  may  wel  be  that  day. 
That  p^>vre  man  conceyved  is  : 
For  god  wot,  al  to  solde,  y-wis,  470 

Is  any  povre  man  wel  fed, 
Or  wel  arayed  or  y-cled. 
Or  wel  biloved,  in  swich  wyse 
In  honfinr  that  he  may  ai-j-se. 

Alio  these  thinges,  wel  avysed,  475 

As  I  have  you  er  this  devysed. 
With  gold  and  asure  over  alle 
I'epeynted  were  upon  the  walle. 
Squar  was  the  wal,  and  high  somdel  : 
Enclosed,  and  y-barrod  wel,  480 

In  stede  of  liegge,  was  that  gardin  ; 
Com  never  shepherde  therin. 
Into  that  gardyn,  wel  [y-]wTO tight, 
TMio-so  that  me  coude  have  brought, 
By  i  laddre,  or  elles  bj'  degree,  485 

It  wolde  wel  have  lyked  me. 
For  swich  solace,  swich  joye,  and  play, 
I  trow©  that  never  m.an  ne  say, 
As  in  that  place  dolitous. 
The  gardin  was  not  daungerous  40^ 

To  herberwe  briddes  many  oon. 
So  riche  a  -I  yerd  was  never  noon 
Or  briddes  songe,  and  braunches  greno. 
Therin  were  briddes  mo,  I  wene. 
Than  been  in  alle  the  rewme  of  Fraunce. 
Ful  blisful  was  the  accordannee  406 

Of  s'Wete  andpitous  songe  they  made, 
For  al  this  world  it  ouglite  glade. 


And  I  inj'-self  so  niery  fcrde. 
Whan  I  hir  blisful  songes  herde,  500 

That  for  an  hitndred  pound  fnolde  I, — 
If  that  the  passage  openly 
Haddo  boon  unto  me  free — 
That  I  nolde  entren  for  to  see 
Thassemblee,  god  fit  kepe  and  were !     505 
Of  briddes,  whiche  therinne  were, 
That  songen,  thro^igh  hir  mory  throtes, 
Daimces  of  love,  and  mory  notes. 

Wlian  I  thus  herde  foules  singe, 
I  fel  faste  in  a  weymcntinge,  510 

By  which  art,  or  by  what  eng;\-n 
I  mighto  come  in  that  gardyn  : 
But  way  I  couthe  finde  noon 
Into  that  gardin  for  to  goon. 
Ne  nought  wiste  I  if  that  ther  were     515 
Eythcr  hole  or  place  [o]-whcre, 
By  which  I  mighte  have  entree  ; 
Ne  ther  was  noon  to  teche  me  ; 
For  I  was  al  aloon,  y-wis, 
-fFul  wo  and  anguissous  of  this.  5^0 

Til  attc  last  bithoiighte  I  me. 
That  by  no  weye  ne  mighte  it  bo  : 
That  ther  nas  laddre  or  wey  to  2>asse, 
Or  hole,  into  so  fair  a  place. 

Tlio  gan  I  go  a  ful  gret  pas  525 

En^^roning  even  in  com^jas 
Tlie  closing  of  the  square  wal. 
Til  that  I  fond  a  wikot  smal 
So  shct,  that  I  ne  mighte  in  goon, 
And  other  entree  was  ther  noon.  530 

The  Door. 

Upon  this  dore  I  gan  to  smyte, 
Tliat  was  [so]  fetys  and  so  lyte  ; 
For  other  wey  coude  I  not  seke. 
Fill  long  I  shoof,  and  knokked  oko, 
And  stood  ful  long  and  of[t]  hcrkning  ^=i}5 
If  that  I  herde  fa  wight  coming  ; 
Til  that  the  dore  of  thilke  entree 
A  mayden  curteys  opened  me. 

Yd  finesse. 
Hir  heer  was  as  yelowe  of  hewe 
As  any  basin  scoured  newe.  540 

Hir  flesh  [as]  tondro  as  is  a  chike, 
With  bente  browes,  smothe  and  slike; 
And  by  mesuro  birge  were 
The  opening  ot  hir  y^n  clerc. 
Hir  nose  of  good  proporcioun,  545 

Hir  yen  greye  as  a  faucoun. 
With  swete  breeth  and  wel  savoured. 
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Hir  face  whyt  ami  ■\vcl  colonred,      , 

Witli  litel  mouth,  and  roximl  to  sec  ; 

A  clove  chin  eek  haflcle  she.  55" 

Hir  nekke  was  of  good  fasoiin 

In  lonptho  and  gretnesse,  by  resonu, 

Withoute  blojTic,  scabbo,  or  royilo. 

Fro  Jerusalem  unto  Burgoyuo 

Ther  nis  a  fairer  nckke,  y-wis,  555 

To  felo  how  sniothe  and  softe  it  is. 

Hir  throto,  nl-so  whj-fc  of  hewe 

As  snf)w  on  braunche  snowed  newe. 

Of  body  ful  wel  wrought  was  she  ; 

Men  neded  not,  in  no  cuntree,  560 

A  fairer  body  for  to  seke. 

And  of  fyn  orfrays  had  she  eke 

A  chapelet :  so  semly  oon 

"Ne  wered  never  mayde  upon  ;  ,  . 

And  faire  above  that  chapelet  565 

A  rose  gerland  had  she  set. 

She  haddc  [in  honde]  a  gay  miroui', 

And  with  a  riclie  gold  tressour 

Hir  heed  was  tressed  queyntely  ; 

Hir  sieves  sewed  fetisly.  5-0 

And  for  to  kejie  hir  hondes  faire 

Of  gloves  whyte  she  hadde  a  paire. 

And  she  hadde  on  a  cote  of  grene 

Of  cloth  of  Graunt ;  withouten  wene, 

Wel  semed  by  hir  apparayle  575 

She  was  not  wont  to  greet  travayle. 

For  whan  she  kempt  was  fetisly, 

And  wel  arayed  and  richely, 

Thanne  had  she  doon  al  hir  joni-nee  ; 

For  meiy  and  wel  bigoon  was  she.         580 

She  ladde  a  lusty  lyf  in  May, 

She  hadde  no  thought,  by  night  no  day, 

Of  no-thing,  but  it  were  oonly 

To  graythe  hir  wel  and  uncouthly. 

Wlian  that  this  dore  hadde  opened  me 
This  f  mayden,  semely  for  to  see,  586 

I  thanked  hir  as  I  best  mighte. 
And  axedo  hir  how  that  she  highte, 
And  what  she  was,  I  axede  eke. 
And  she  to  me  was  nought  \\nmeke,     590 
No  of  hir  answer  daungero^ 
But  faire  answerde,  and  seide  thus  : — 
'  Lo,  sir,  my  name  is  Ydelnesse  ; 
So  dope  men  nie,  more  and  lesse. 
Ful  mighty  and  ful  riche  am  I,  595 

And  that  of  oon  thing,  namely  ; 
For  I  entende  to  no-thing 
Biit  to  my  joye,  and  my  pleying, 


And  fur  to  kemlje  and  tresse  me. 
Aqueynted  am  I,  and  privee  600 

With  Mii-the,  lord  of  this  gardyu, 
That  fro  the  lando  -j-Alexandi-yn 
Made  the  trees  f  be  hidcr  fet, 
That  in  this  gardin  been  y-set.  604 

And  when  the  trees  were  woxen  on  highte, 
This  wal,  that  stant  here  in  thy  sighte, 
Dide  Mirthe  enclosen  al  aboute  ; 
And  those  images,  al  withoiite, 
He  dido  hem  botlie  entaile  and  peynte, 
That  neither  ben  jolyf  ne  queynte,        610 
But  they  ben  ful  of  sorowe  and  w<>, 
As  thoii  hast  seen  a  whyle  ago. 

'  And  ofte  tyme,  him  to  solace. 
Sir  Mirthe  cometh  into  this  place, 
And  eek  with  him  cometh  his  mej'nee, 
That  liven  in  lust  and  jolitee.  616 

And  now  is  Mirthe  therin,  to  here 
The  briddes,  how  they  singeu  clere, 
The  mavis  and  the  nightingale, 
And  other  joly  briddes  smale.  620 

And  thus  he  walketh  to  solace 
Him  and  his  folic  ;  for  swetter  place 
To  pleyen  in  he  may  not  finde, 
Although  he  soughte  oon  in-til  lude 
The  alther-farrest  folk  to  see  62$ 

That  in  this  world  may  foundo  be 
Hath  Mirthe  with  him  in  his  route, 
That  folowen  him  alwayes  aboute.* 

When  Ydelnesse  had  told  al  this, 
And  I  hadde  herkned  wel,  y-wis,  630 

Than  seido  I  to  dame  Ydelnesse, 
'  Xow  al-so  wisly  god  me  blesse, 
Sith  Mirthe,  that  is  so  fair  and  free, 
Is  in  this  yerde  with  his  mejTiee, 
Fro  thilke  assemblee,  if  I  may,  635^ 

Shal  no  man  werne  me  to-day. 
That  I  this  night  ne  mote  it  see. 
For,  wel  wene  I,  ther  with  him  be 
A  fair  and  joly  companye 
Fulfilled  of  alle  curtesye.'  64c 

And  forth,  without  wordes  mo. 
In  at  the  wiket  wente  1  tho, 
That  Ydelnesse  hadde  opened  me. 
Into  that  gardin  fair  to  see. 
The  Gar'^en. 

And  whan  I  was  [therjin,  y-wis,         645 
Mjm  herte  was  ful  glad  of  this. 
For  wel  wende  I  ful  sikerly 
Have  been  in  paradys  erth[e]ly  ; 
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So  fair  it  was,  that,  tnistetli  wel, 

It  semed  a  place  espirituol.  650 

For  certcs,  as  at  my  devys, 

Ther  is  no  place  in  jmradys 

So  good  in  for  to  dwello  or  be 

As  in  that  Gardim,  thouglito  me  ; 

For  there  was  many  a  1)rid  sinpinp,      655 

Throughout  the  yerde  al  tliringing. 

In  many  places  were  nightingales, 

Alpes,  finches,  and  wodewales. 

That  in  her  swete  song  delyten 

7n  thilko  tplace  as  they  liahyten.  66<.) 

Ther  mighte  men  see  many  flokkes 

Of  turtles  and  [of]  laverokkes. 

Chalanndres  felo  saw  I  there, 

Tliat  wcry,  nigh  forsongen  were. 

And  thrustles,  terins,  and  ma\'ys,         665 

That  songen  for  to  winne  hem  prys, 

And  eek  to  sormounto  in  hir  song 

■)■  These  other  hriddes  hem  among. 

By  note  made  fair  serv-yso 

These  briddes,  that  I  you  devj'se  ;  670 

Tliey  songe  hir  song  as  faire  and  wel 

As  angels  doon  espirituel. 

And,  tnisteth  wel,  whau  I  hem  Iierde, 

Full  lustily  and  wel  I  ferde  ;  • 

For  never  yit  swich  nielodyo  675 

Was  herd  of  man  that  mighte  dye. 

Swich  swete  song  was  hem  among. 

That  me  thoughte  it  no  briddes  song. 

But  it  was  wonder  lyk  to  be 

Song  of  mermaydens  of  the  see  ;  680 

That,  for  her  singing  is  so  clere, 

Thougli  we  mcrniaydens  clepe  hem  hei-e 

In  English,  as  in  our  usaunce. 

Men  clepe[n]  hem  sereyns  in  Fraunce. 

Ententif  weren  for  to  singo  685 

These  briddes  that  nought  unkunninge 
Were  of  hir  craft,  and  apprentys, 
But  of  [hir]  song  sotyl  and  wys. 
And  certes,  whan  I  herde  hir  song, 
And  saw  the  grene  place  among,  (>()« 

In  herte  I  wcx  so  wonder  gay, 
That  I  was  never  erst,  er  that  day, 
So  jolyf,  nor  so  wel  bigo, 
Ne  mery  in  herte,  as  I  was  tho. 
And  than  wiste  I,  and  saw  ful  wel,       695 
That  Ydelnesso  me  sor\'ed  wel, 
That  me  putte  in  swicli  jolitee. 
Hir  freend  wel  onghte  I  for  to  be, 
Sith  she  the  dore  of  that  gardyn 


Hadd<j  opened,  and  me  leten  in.  700 

Fi"om  hennesforth  how  that  I  wi-oughte, 
T  shal  you  tellen,  as  me  thoughte. 
First,  whereof  Mirtlio  ser^'ed  there. 
And  eek  what  folk  ther  with  him  were, 
With<)ut[e]  fable  I  wol  descryve.  705 

And  of  that  gardin  eek  as  blyve 
I  wol  you  tellen  after  this. 
The  fairo  fasoun  al,  .v-wis, 
That  wel  [y-]wrought  was  for  the  nones, 
I  may  not  telle  you  al  at  ones  :  710 

But  as  I  may  and  can,  I  shal 
By  ordre  tellen  you  it  al. 

Ful  fair  servyse  and  eek  ful  swete 
These  briddes  maden  as  thcj'  sete. 
Layes  of  love,  ful  wel  sowning  715 

Thcj'  songen  in  hir  jargoning  ; 
Summe  highe  and  summe  eek  lowe  songe 
Upon  the  brannches  grene  y-spronge. 
The  sweetnesse  of  hir  melodye 
Made  al  myn  herte  in  f  reverdye.  7^0 

And  whan  that  I  hadde  herd,  I  trowe, 
These  briddes  singing  on  a  rowe. 
Than  mighte  I  not  withholde  me 
That  I  ne  wente  in  for  to  see 
Sir  Mirthe  ;  for  my  desiring  7J5 

Was  him  to  seen,  over  alle  thing. 
His  conntenaunce  and  his  manere  : 
That  sighte  was  to  mo  ful  dere. 
Sir  Mirthe. 

Tlio  wente  I  fortli  on  my  right  hond 
Doun  by  a  litel  path  I  fond  730 

Of  mentes  ful,  and  fenel  grene  ; 
And  faste  by,  withoute  wcne. 
Sib  Mirthe  I  fond  ;  and  right  anoon 
Unto  sir  Mirthe  gan  I  goon, 
Ther-ns  he  was,  him  to  solace.  735 

And  with  liim,  in  that  lusty  place, 
So  fair  folk  and  so  fresh  hadde  ho, 
That  whan  I  saw,  I  wondred  me 
Fro  whennes  swich  folk  mighte  come, 
So  faire  they  weren,  alio  and  some  ;     740 
For  they  were  lyk,  as  to  my  sighte. 
To  angels,  tl^t  )>rn  fethered  brighte. 
Gladnesse. 

This  folk,  of  whicli  I  telle  you  so, 
Upon  a  Carole  wenten  tlio. 
A  lady  caroled  hem,  that  highto  745 

Gladnkss?;,  [the]  blisful,  the  lighte  ; 
Wel  coude  slie  singo  and  lu.stily, 
Non  lialf  so  wel  and  semoly. 


Fragment  A.] 


ZU  (Komaunt  of  tU  (Koee. 


9 


Aud  make  iu  song  swich  refreiningo, 

It  sat  liir  wonder  wel  to  singo.  750 

Hir  vols  fill  cleer  was  and  fnl  swote. 

She  was  iioufjlit  mdo  no  nnnicte, 

But  couthe  y-now  of  swich  doing 

As  longetli  unto  caroling  : 

Fur  she  was  wont  iu  every  place  755 

To  singen  first,  folk  to  srdace  ; 

For  singing  most  she  gaf  hir  to  ; 

Ko  cralt  had  she  so  leef  to  do. 

The  mightest  thoti  caroles  seen, 
And  folk  [ther]  daunce  and  moiy  been,  760 
And  tmake  many  a  fair  touriiing 
Upon  the  grene  gras  springing. 
Ther  mightest  thou  see  these  floutours, 
Minstrales,  and  eek  jogelours, 
That  wel  to  singe  dide  hir  peyne.  765 

Somme  songe  songcs  of  Lorej'ne  ; 
For  in  Loreyne  hir  notes  be 
Ful  swetter  than  in  this  contree. 
Thor  was  many  a  tinabestere, 
And  saj-lours,  that  I  dar  wel  swere        770 
Couthe  hir  craft  ful  purfitly. 
The  timbres  up  ful  sotilly 
They  caste,  and  hente[n  hem]  ful  ofto 
Upon  a  finger  faire  and  softe, 
That  they  [ne]  fayled  uever-mo.  775 

Ful  fetis  damiselles  two, 
Eiglit  yonge,  and  fuUe  of  semlihede, 
In  kirtles,  and  nou  other  wede, 
And  tiiire  tressed  everj-  tresse, 
Had  Mirthe  doon,  for  his  noblesse,        780 
Amiddo  the  carole  for  to  daunce  ; 
But  her-of  Ij-th  no  remembraunce, 
How  that  they  daunced  qnejnitoly. 
That  oon  woldc  come  al  prively 
Agayn  that  other  :  and  whan  they  were 
Togidro  almost,  they  threwe  y-fere        786 
Hir  mouthes  so,  that  through  hir  play 
It  scmcd  as  tlicy  kisto  alway  ; 
To  dixuncen  wel  coude  thoy  the  g>-se  ; 
What  shulde  I  more  to  you  devyse  ?      790 
Ne  "Ibede  I  never  thennos  go, 
A^Tiyles  that  I  saw  hem  daunce  so. 
Ciirtesye. 

Upon  the  carole  wonder  faste 
I  gau  biholde  ;  til  atte  laste 
A  lady  gau  me  for  to  cspye,  7<)5 

And  she  was  cleped  Curtksve, 
The  worshipful,  the  dobonairo  ; 
1  pray  god  ever  falle  hir  faire  ! 


Ful  curteisly  she  called  me, 
'What   do   ye  there,    beau   sire?'    quod 
she,  800 

'  Come  [neer],  anil  if  it  lyke  yow 
To  dauncen,  daunceth  with  us  now ' 
And  I,  withoute  tarying, 
Wentfe  into  the  caroling. 
I  was  aba.sshed  never  a  del,  805 

But  it  me  lykede  right  wel 
Tliat  Curtcsyc  me  clei)ed  so, 
And  bad  me  on  the  daunce  go. 
For  if  I  hadde  durst,  certeyn 
I  wolde  have  caroled  right  fayn,  810 

As  man  that  was  to  daunce  blj-the. 
Than  gan  I  loken  ofte  sythe 
The  shap,  the  bodies,  and  the  chores, 
The  countenaunce  and  the  maneres 
Of  alle  the  folk  that  daunced  there,      815 
And  I  shal  telle  what  they  were. 
Mirthe. 

Ful  fair  was  Mirthe,  ful  long  and  high  ; 
A  fairer  man  I  never  sigh. 
As  round  as  appel  was  his  face, 
Ful  rody  and  whyt  in  every  place.        820 
Fotys  he  was  and  wel  beseye. 
With  naetcly  mouth  and  yen  greye  ; 
His  nose  bj-  mesure  WTought  ful  right ; 
Crisp  was  his  heer,  and  eek  ful  bright. 
His  shuldres  of  a  large  brede,  825 

And  smalish  in  the  girdilstede. 
He  semed  Ij-k  a  portreiture. 
So  noble  he  was  of  his  statui'o, 
So  fair,  so  joly,  and  so  fetys. 
With  limes  wrought  at  poynt  devys,    830 
Deliver,  smert,  and  of  gret  might ; 
Ne  sawe  thou  never  man  so  light. 
Of  berde  unnethe  hadde  he  no-thing, 
For  it  was  in  the  fixste  spring. 
Ful  yong  he  was,  and  mery  of  thought, 
AikI  in  samyt,  with  briddes  wrought    8^6 
And  with  gold  beten  fetisly, 
His  body  was  clad  ful  richely.. 
Wrought  was  his  robe  in  straunge  gj'se, 
And  al  to-slitered  for  queyntyse  840 

In  many  a  place,  lowe  and  hye. 
And  shod  he  was  with  greet  maistrye, 
With  shoon  decoped,  and  with  laas. 
By  di-uerye,  and  by  solas, 
His  leef  a  rosen  chapelet  845 

Had  maad,  and  on  his  heed  it  set. 

And  wite  ye  who  was  his  leef? 
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Gladnesse. 
Dame  G-LAnxES  ther  was  him  so  leef, 
That  siugeth  so  wel  with  gh»il  corage,     • 
That  from  she  was  twelve  yeer  of  age,  850 
She  of  hir  love  gi-a\int  him  made. 
Sir  Mirthc  hir  hy  the  finger  hndile 
[In]  rlaunsing,  and  she  him  also ; 
Gret  love  was  atwixe  heni  two. 
Bothe  were  they  faire  and  brighte  of  hewe; 
She  semede  lyk  a  rose  newe  856 

Of  colour,  and  hir  flesh  so  tendre,  < 

That  Avith  a  brere  smale  and  slendre 
Men  miglite  it  cleve,  I  dar  wel  f  sayn 
Hir  forheed,  fronnceles  al  f  playn.        860 
Bente  were  hir  hrowes  two, 
Hir  yen  gi'eye,  and  gladde  also, 
That  langhede  ay  in  hir  semblannt, 
First  or  the  month,  by  covenaxint. 
I  -f-noot  what  of  hir  nose  descr\-\-e  ;       865 
So  fair  hath  no  womman  al>-A-o  .... 
Hir  heer  was  j-elowe,  and  eleer  shyuing, 
I  wot  no  lady  so  lyking. 
Of  orfrays  fresh  was  hir  gerland  ; 
I,  whiche  seen  have  a  thotisand,  870 

Saugh  never,  y-wis,  no  gerlond  yit. 
So  wel  [y]--wTonght  of  silk  as  it. 
And  in  an  over-gilt  samyt 
Clad  she  was,  by  gret  delyt. 
Of  which  hir  leef  a  robe  werde,  875 

The  myrier  she  in  herte  ferde. 
Cupide. 

And  next  hir  wente,  on  hir  other  syde, 
The  god  of  Love,  that  can  devyde 
liove,  I  as  him  lyketh  it  [to]  be. 
But  he  can  cherles  daunten,  he,  880 

And  maken  follies  prj'de  fallen. 
And  he  can  wel  these  lordes  thrallen, 
And  ladies  putte  at  lowe  degi'ee, 
Whan  he  may  hem  to  proude  see. 

This  God  of  Love  of  his  fasoun  885 

Was  lyk  no  knave,  ne  quistroun  ; 
His  beautee  gretly  was  to  pryse. 
But  of  liis  robe  to  de\'yse 
I  drede  encombred  for  to  be. 
For  nought  y-clad  in  silk  was  he,  890 

But  al  in  floures  and  flonrettes, 
Y-painted  al  ■with  amorettes  ; 
And  with  losenges  and  scochotins, 
With  briddes,  libardes,  and  lyouus, 
And  other  )>eeste3  wrought  ftil  wel.       895 
His  gamement  was  everydel 


Y-portreyd  and  y-wrought  with  floures, 
By  dyA-ers  medling  of  ooloures. 
Floures  ther  were  of  many  gyse 
Y-set  by  compas  in  assyse  ;  900 

Ther  lakked  no  flour,  to  my  dome, 
Ne  nought  so  muche  as  flour  of  brome, 
Ne  violet  e,  no  eek  perveuke, 
Ne  flour  non,  that  man  can  on  thenke ; 
And  many  a  roso-leef  ful  long  905 

Was  ontormedlod  ther-among  : 
And  also  on  his  lieed  was  set 
Of  roses  rede  a  chapelet. 
But  nightingales,  a  ful  gret  route, 
Tliat  flyen  over  his  heed  aboitte,  910 

The  leves  felden  as  they  flyen  : 
And  he  was  al  with  briddes  wryen, 
With  popinjay,  with  nightingale. 
With  chalaundre,  and  with  wodewale. 
With  finch,  witli  lark,andwith  archaungel. 
He  semede  as  he  were  an  aungel  916 

That  dottn  were  comen  fro  hevene  clere. 
Swete-Loking. 
Love  hadde  with  him  a  bachelere, 
That  he  made  alweyes  with  him  be  ; 
SwETE-LoKiNG  cleped  was  he.  920 

This  bacheler*  stood  biholdiiig 
The  daitnee,  and  in  his  honde  holding 
•|  Turke  bowes  two  hadde  he. 
That  oon  of  hem  was  of  a  tree 
That  beret h  k  fruyt  of  savour  wikke  ;  925 
Ful  croked  was  that  foule  stikke, 
And  knotty  here  and  there  also, 
And  blak  .as  bery,  or  any  slo. 
That  other  bowe  was  of  a  plante 
Without  wem,  I  dar  warante,  930 

Ful  even,  and  by  proporcioun 
Tretys  and  long,  of  good  fasoun. 
And  it  was  peynted  wel  and  thwiten, 
And  over-al  diapred  and  writen 
With  ladies  and  with  liacheleros,  935 

Ful  lightsom  and  [ful]  glad  of  cheres. 
These  bowes  two  hold  Swete-Loking, 
That  semed  lyk  no  gadeling. 
And  ten  brodo  arowes  held  he  there, 
Of  wliich  five  in  his  right  hond  were.  940 
But  they  wore  shaven  wel  and  dight, 
Nokkcd  and  fethered  a-right ; 
And  nl  they  were  witli  gold  liigoon. 
And  strongo  poynted  everichoon, 
And  sharjie  for  to  ker\'en  weel.  945 

But  iren  was  ther  noon  ne  steel ; 
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For  al  was  gold,  men  mighte  it  see, 
Out-take  tlie  fethores  and  the  tree. 
Beautee. 

The  swiftest  of  these  arowes  fyve 
Ont  of  a  Ijowo  for  to  dryve, 
Andljest  [y]-fethered  for  to  flee. 
And  fairest  eek,  was  cleped  Beautee, 

Simplesse. 
That  other  arowe,  that  liurteth  lesse, 
Was  cleped,  as  I  trowe,  Simplesse. 

Fraunchyse. 
Tlic  thridrto  plopod  was  Frauxchyse, 
That  fcthcred  was,  in  nohle  wyse, 
With  ■\-alonr  and  with  ciirtesye. 

Companye. 
The  fonrthe  was  t-loped  Companye, 
That  hevy  for  to  f  sheten  is  ; 
Bnt  who-so  shpteth  right,  y-wis, 
May  therwith  doon  grct  harm  and  wo. 

Fair-Semblaunt. 
The  fifte  of  these,  and  laste  also, 
FAiH-SEJiBLArxT  men  that  arowe  calle, 
Tlie  leestc  grevous  of  hem  alle  ; 
Yit  can  it  make  a  fnl  gret  wounde. 
But  he  may  hope  his  sores  sounde, 
Tliat  hl^rt  is  with  that  arowe,  y-wis  ; 
His  wo  the  bet  bistowed  is. 
For  he  may  soner  have  gladnesse. 
His  langoxxr  onghte  be  the  lesse. 

Fj^c  arowes  were  of  other  gyse, 
Tliat  been  ful  fonle  to  devyse  ;' 
For  shaft  and  ende,  sooth  to  telle. 
Were  al-so  blak  as  feend  in  helle. 
Pryde. 

The  first  of  hem  is  called  Prtde  ; 
Vilanye. 
That  otlier  arowe  next  him  bisyde, 
It  was  [y]-cleped  Vilanye  ; 
That  arowe  was  as  with  felonye 
Enveuimed,  and  with  spitons  blame. 

Shame. 
The  thridde  of  hem  was  cleped  Shame, 

Wanhope. 
The  fonrthe,  Wasiiope  cleped  is, 

Newe-Thought. 
The  fifte,  the  Xkwf.-Thougiit,  y-wis. 

These  arowes  that  I  speke  of  here. 
Were  alio  fyve  fof  oon  manere. 
And  alle  were  they  resemblable. 
To  hem  was  wel  sitting  and  able 
Tlie  foule  croked  bowe  hidotis, 
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That  knotty  was,  and  al  rojoious. 
That  bowe  semede  wel  to  shcte 
These  arowes  fyve,  that  lx;eu  unmete,  990 
Contrarie  to  that  other  fyve. 
Bnt  though  I  telle  not  as  bl>-^•e 
Of  hir  power,  ne  of  hir  might, 
Her-after  shal  I  tellen  right 
The  sothe,  and  eek  sig^ifiatince,  995 

As  fer  as  I  have  remembraunce  : 
Al  shal  be  seid,  I  undertake, 
Er  of  this  boke  an  ende  I  make. 
Xow  come  I  to  my  tale  agejm. 
Bnt  alderfirst,  I  wol  yon  sejTi  jiXK) 

The  fasoun  and  the  countenaunces 
Of  al  the  folk  that  on  the  dannce  is. 
The  God  of  Love,  jolyf  and  light, 
Ladde  on  his  honde  a  lady  bright, 
Of  high  prys,  and  of  greet  degree.        1005 

Beautee. 
This  lady  called  was  Beautee, 
f  As  was  an  arowe,  of  m  hich  I  tolde. 
Ful  wel  [y]-thewed  was  she  holde  ; 
Ne  she  was  derk  ne  broun,  but  bright. 
And  cleer  as  [is]  the  naone-light,  loio 

Ageyn  whom  alio  the  sterres  semen 
But  smale  candels,  as  we  demen. 
Hir  flesh  was  tendre  as  dewe  of  flonr, 
Hir  chore  was  simple  as  byrde  in  hour  ; 
As  whyt  as  lilie  or  rose  in  rj'S  1015 

Hir  face,  gentil  and  tretys. 
Fetys  she  was,  and  smal  to  see  ; 
No  ■]  windred  browes  hailde  she, 
Ne  popped  hir,  for  it  neded  nought 
To  windre  hir,  or  to  peynte  hir  ought. loao 
Hir  ti'esses  yelowc  and  longe  straughteu. 
Unto  hir  holes  dottn  they  raughten  : 
Hir  nose,  hir  month,  and  ej'o  and  choke 
Wel  wrought,  and  al  the  remenaunt  eke, 
A  ful  gi'ot  savour  and  a  swote  10^5 

Me  fthinketh  in  myn  herto  rote. 
As  helpo  me  god,  whan  I  rcmembre 
Of'the  fasoun  of  every  membre  ! 
In  world  is  noon  so  fair  a  wight : 
For  yong  she  was,  and  hewed  bright,    1030 
■|  Wys,  plesatint,  and  fetys  withalle, 
Gente,  and  in  hir  middel  smalle. 

Richesse. 
Bisj-do  Boaiite  yede  Eicuesse, 
fAn  high  lady  of  greet  noblesse. 
And  greet  of  prys  in  every  place.  1035 

But  who-so  durste  to  hir  trespace, 
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Or  til  hir  folk,  in  -f-worde  or  dede, 

He  were  ful  hardy,  out  of  dredo  ; 

For  bothe  she  helpe  and  hindre  may : 

And  that  is  nought  of  yisterday  1040 

That  riche  folk  have  ful  grot  might 

To  lielpe,  and  eek  to  greve  a  wight. 

The  bests  and  grettest  of  valour 

Dideu  Eichesafe  ful  gret  honour, 

And  besy  weren  hir  to  serve  ;  1045 

For  that  they  wolde  hir  love  deserve, 

Tliey  cleped  hir  '  Lady,'  grete  and  snialle  ; 

This  wyde  world  liir  dredeth  alle  ; 

This  world  is  al  in  hir  danngere. 

Hir  court  hath  many  a  losengere,        1050 

And  many  a  traj^tonr  envious, 

That  been  ful  besy  and  curiovis 

For  to  dispreisen,  and  to  blame 

That  best  deserven  love  and  name- 

Bifore  the  folk,  hem  to  bigylen,  1055 

These  losengeres  hem  preyse,  and  smylen. 

And  thus  the  world  with  word  anoynten  ; 

But  afterward  they  "t-prilike  and  poj'uten 

The  folk  right  to  the  bare  boon, 

Bihinde  her  bale  whan  they  ben  goon. 

And  foule  abate  the  folkes  prys.  1061 

Ful  many  a  worthy  man  and  wys, 

An  hundred,  have  [they]  don  to  dye, 

These  losengeres,  through  flateiye  ; 

And  maketh  folk  ful  straunge  bo,        1065 

Ther-as  hem  oughte  be  prive. 

Wei  yvel  mote  they  thryve  and  thee. 

And  yvel  arj-ved  mote  they  be, 

These  losengeres,  ful  of  envye  ! 

No  good  man  loveth  hir  companye'.    1070 

Eichesse  a  robe  of  purpre  on  hadde, 
Ne  trowe  not  that  I  lye  or  madde  ; 
For  in  this  world  is  noon  it  liche, 
Ne  l)y  a  thousand  deel  so  riche, 
Ne  noon  so  fair  ;  for  it  ful  wel  1075 

With  orfrays  leyd  was  eveiydel. 
And  portrayed  in  the  ribaninges 
Of  dukes  stories,  and  of  kinges. 
And  with  a  bend  of  gold  tasseled. 
And  knoppes  fyne  of  gold  fameled.     1080 
Aboute  hir  nekko  of  gentil  entaile 
Was  shet  the  riche  clievesaile, 
In  which  ther  was  ful  gret  plentee 
Of  stones  clere  and  bright  to  see. 

Kychesse  a  girdel  hadde  upon,  1085 

The  bokol  of  it  was  of  a  stoon 
Of  vertii  greot,  and  mochel  of  might; 


For  who-so  bar  the  stoon  so  bright, 

Of  venim  -f-thurte  him  no-thing  doute, 

While  lie  the  stoon  hadde  him  aboute. 

That  stoon  was  greetly  for  to  love,      1091 

And  til  a  riche  mannes  bihove 

Worth  al  the  gold  in  Eome  and  FrySe. 

The  mourdauut,  wought  in  noble  wyse. 

Was  of  a  stoon  ful  precious,  1095 

That  was  so  fj-n  and  vertuous. 

That  hool  a  man  it  coude  make 

Of  palasye,  and  of  tooth-ake. 

And  yit  the  stoon  hadde  suche  a  grace, 

That  he  was  siker  in  every  place,         1100 

Al  thilko  day,  not  blind  to  been. 

That  fasting  mighte  that  stoon  seen. 

The  barres  were  of  gold  ful  fyne, 

Ujion  a  tissu  of  satyne, 

Ful  he%'y,  greet,  and  no-thing  light,    1105 

In  everich  was  a  besaunt-wight. 

■   Upon  the  tresses  of  Eichesse 

Was  set  a  cercle,  for  noblesse. 

Of  brend  gold,  that  ful  liglitc  shoon  ; 

So  fair,  trowe  I,  was  never  noon.  11 10 

But  he  were  cunning,  for  the  nones, 

That  coude  devysen  alle  the  stones 

That  in  that  cercle  shewen  clere ; 

It  is  a  wonder  thing  to  here. 

For  no  man  coude  preyse  or  gesse        1 1 15 

Of  hem  the  valewe  or  richesse. 

Eubyes  there  were,  saphyres,  "t-jagoiinces, 

And  emeraiides,  more  than  two  ounces. 

But  al  bifore,  ful  sotilly, 

A  fyn  carbouclc  set  saugh  I.  1120 

The  stoon  so  cleer  was  and  so  bright, 

That,  al-so  sone  as  it  was  night. 

Men  mighte  seen  to  go,  for  nede, 

A  myle  or  two,  in  lengthe  and  brede. 

Swich  light  [tho]  s^u-ang  oiit  of  the  stoon. 

That  Eichesse  wonder  brighte  shoon,  1126 

Bothe  hir  heed,  and  al  hir  face. 

And  eke  aboute  hir  al  tho  ijlace. 

Dame  Eichesse  on  hir  bond  gau  lede 
A  yong  man  ful  of  semclihede,  1130 

That  she  best  loved  of  any  thing  ; 
His  lust  was  muche  in  housholding. 
In  clothing  was  he  ful  fetys, 
And  lovede  wel  have  hors  oi  prys. 
He  wendo  to  have  reproved  be  1135 

Of  tliefte  or  mordre,  if  that  he 
Hadde  in  his  stable  an  liakeney. 
And  therfore  he  desj'red  ay 
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Tu  been  aqueyntecl  with  Bicbesso  ; 
For  nl  liis  purpos,  as  I  gesso,  1140 

Was  for  to  make  greet  dispense, 
Witboute  'werning  or  defence. 
And  Richesso  might  it  wel  snstene. 
And  liir  dispenses  wel  niayntene, 
And  liim  alwej'  swicli  plentee  sonde    1145 
Of  gold  and  silver  for  to  spende 
Witboute  lakking  or  danngere, 
As  it  were  poured  in  a  gamore. 
Largesse. 

And  after  on  the  daunco  wente 
Largesse,  that  sctto  al  hir  entente      1150 
For  to  be  honoiirable  and  free ; 
Of  Alexandres  kiii  was  she  ; 
Hir  niosto  joj-e  was,  y-wis. 
Whan  that  she  yaf,  and  seide  '  have  this.' 
Xot  Avarice,  the  foulo  captyf,  1 155 

Was  half  to  grype  so  ententyf. 
As  Largesse  is  to  yeve  and  spende. 
And  god  y-nough  alwey  hir  sende, 
So  that  the  more  she  yaf  awey, 
The  more,  y-wis,  she  hadde  alwey.       1160 
Gret  loos  bath  Largesse,  and  gret  prj'S  ; 
For  bothe  wys  folk  and  vmwys 
Were  boolly  to  liir  banndon  brought, 
So  wel  with  yiftcs  hath  she  wrought. 
And  if  she  badde  an  enemy,  11 65 

I  trowe,  that  she  coude  craftily 
Make  him  ful  sone  hir  freend  to  be, 
So  largo  of  yift  and  free  was  she  ; 
Tliertbre  she  stood  in  love  and  grace 
Of  riche  and  povi-e  in  eveiy  place.       11 70 
A  ful  gret  fool  is  be,  y-wis. 
That  bothe  riche  and  nigard  is. 
A  lord  may  have  no  maner  vice 
That  grevcth  more  than  avarice. 
For  nigard  never  with  strengtbe  of  bond 
May  winne  him  gi-eet  lordship  or  lond. 
For  freendes  al  to  fewe  bath  he  1177 

To  doon  his  wil  perfoui-med  be. 
And  wlio-so  w-ol  have  freendes  here, 
He  may  not  holde  bis  trcsour  dere.      1180 
For  by  ensample  I  telle  this. 
Right  as  an  adamaunt.  y-wis, 
Caia  drawen  to  him  sot  illy 
The  yren,  that  is  leyd  thereby, 
So  draweth  folkes  bertes,  y-wis,   .         1185 
Silver  and  gold  that  yeven  is. 

Largesse  badde  on  a  robe  fresshe 
Of  riche  purpur  j-Sarsinessbe. 


Wel  fourmed  was  hir  face  and  clere. 
And  opened  bad  she  hir  colere  ;  1190 

For  she  right  tliere  hadde  in  present 
Unto  a  lady  maad  present 
Of  €a  gold  broche,  ful  wel  wrought. 
And  certes,  it  missat  hir  nouglit  ; 
For  tlirougb  bir  smokke,  wrought  with 
silk,  1195 

The  flesh  was  seen,  as  whyt  as  milk. 
Largesse,  that  worthy  was  and  wys. 
Held  by  the  bonde  a  knight  of  pi"ys, 
Was  sib  to  Arthour  of  Bretaigue. 
And  that  was  he  that  bar  the  enseigne 
Of  worship,  and  the  -t-gonfanoun.  1201 

And  yit  be  is  of  swich  ronoun, 
That  men  of  him  seye  faire  tbinges 
Bifore  barouns,  cries,  and  kinges. 
This  knight  was  comen  al  newely        1205 
Fro  toui-neyinge  faste  by  ; 
Tber  badde  he  doon  gret  cbivalrye 
Through  his  vertu  and  his  maistrye  ; 
And  for  the  love  of  his  lemman 
■j-Hadcast  doun  many  adougbtyman.  1210 
Fraunchyse. 
And  next  him  daunced  dame  Frau.v- 

f'lIYSE, 

Arrayed  in  ful  noble  gyso. 

She  was  not  broun  ne  dun  of  hewe. 

But  whyt  as  snowe  y-fallen  newe. 

Hir  nose  was  wrought  at  poynt  deyys,i2i5 

For  it  was  gentil  and  tretys  ; 

With  eyen  gladde,  and  browes  bente  ; 

Hir  beer  doun  to  bir  beles  wente. 

And  she  was  simple  as  dowvo  on  tree, 

Ful  debonaire  of  berto  was  she.  1220 

She  durste  never  seyn  ne  do 

But  that  [thing]  that  hir  longed  to. 

And  if  a  man  were  in  distresse. 

And  for  bir  love  in  hevinesse, 

Hir  berte  wolde  have  fill  greet  pitee,  1225 

She  was  so  amiable  and  fi-ee. 

For  were  a  man  for  hir  bistad. 

She  wolde  ben  right  sore  adrad 

That  she  dide  over  greet  outrage, 

But  she  him  holj)e  his  harm  to  aswage ; 

Hir  thougbte  it  elles  a  vilanye.  T231 

And  she  badde  on  a  sukkcnye, 

That  not  of  fhempen  hordes  was  ; 

So  fair  was  noon  in  alle  Arras. 

Lord,  it  was  ridelcd  fetysly  !  1235 

Ther  nas  nat  f  00  poj-nt,  trewely, 
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That  it  nas  in  his  riglit  assyso. 
Fill  wel  y-clotheil  was  Fraunchyse 
For  ther  is  no  cloth  sittcth  bet 
Ou  clamiselle,  than  doth  roket. 
A  womnian  wcl  more  fetys  is 
In  roket  than  in  cote,  y-wis. 
The  Avh^-te  roket,  rideled  faire, 
fBitokened,  that  ful  debonaire 
And  swete  ■was  she  that  it  Ijere. 

Sy  hir  dauuced  a  bachelere  : 
I  can  not  telle  you  what  he  highte, 
But  fair  he  was,  and  of  good  highte, 
Al  hadde  he  be,  I  sey  no  more. 
The  lordes  sone  of  Windesore.  1^50 

Curtesye. 

And  next  that  daunced  Curteste, 
That  preised  was  of  lowe  and  hye, 
For  neither  proud  ne  fool  was  she. 
She  for  to  daunce  called  me, 
(Iprajgodyeve  hir  right  good  grace  '.)  i-'55 
Whan  I  com  first  into  the  place. 
She  was  not  nyce,  ne  outrageous, 
But  wys  and  war,  and  vertuous. 
Of  faire  speche,  and  faire  answere  ; 
Was  never  wight  misseid  of  here  ;       1260 
She  bar  no  rancour  to  no  wight. 
Cleer  broun  she  was,  and  therto  bright 
Of  face,  of  body  avenaimt  ; 
I  wot  no  lady  so  plesaunt. 
She  were  worthj-  for  to  bene  1265 

An  eniperesse  or  crouned  queue. 

And  by  hir  wente  a  knight  dauneing 
That  worthy  was  and  wel  speking. 
And  fill  wel  coude  he  doon  lumour. 
The  knight  was  fair  and  stif  in  stour,  1270 
And  in  armure  a  semoly  man, 
And  wel  biloved  of  his  leminan. 
Ydelnesse. 

Fair  Yr>ELXEssE  than  sau.gh  I, 
That  alwej'  was  me  faste  by. 
Of  hir  have  I,  withouten  fayle,  1275 

Told  3'ow  the  shap  and  aparajle  ; 
For  (as  I  seide)  lo,  that  was  she 
That  dide  me  so  great  bountee, 
That  she  the  gate  of  the  gardin 
I'ndide,  and  leet  me  passen  in.  1280 

Youthe. 

And  afber  daunced,  as  I  gesse, 
+YoL-THE,  fulfikl  of  lustinesse. 
That  nas  not  yit  twelve  yeer  of  age. 
With  herte  wilde,  and  thought  velage; 


N^-ce  she  was,  but  slio  ne  mente  1285 

Noon  harm  ne  slight  in  hir  entente, 

But  only  lust  and  jolitee. 

For  j'ongo  folk,  wel  witen  ye, 

Ha\e  litel  thought  but  ou  hir  plaj'. 

Hir  lemman  was  bisyde  alwaj',  1290 

In  swich  a  gyse,  that  he  hir  kiste 

At  alle  tynies  that  him  liste, 

That  al  the  daunce  mighte  it  see  ; 

They  make  no  force  of  privetee  ; 

For  who  spak  of  hem  yv£l  or  wel,        1295 

Thcj-  were  ashamed  nover-a-del, 

But  men  mighte  seen  hem  kisse  there, 

As  it  two  yonge  douves  were. 

For  yong  was  thillio  bachelere, 

Of  beaute  wot  I  noon  his  pere  ;  1300 

And  he  was  right  of  swich  an  age 

As  Youthe  his  leef,  and  swich  corage. 

Tlie  lusty  iblk  f  tlius  (hiunced  there, 
,lnd  also  other  that  with  hem  were, 
That  weren  alle  of  hir  meynee  ;  1305 

Ful  hcnde  folk,  and  wys,  and  free, 
And  folk  of  fair  port,  trcwely, 
Ther  weren  alle  comunl^'. 

Whan  I  hadde  seen  the  countenaunces 
Of  hem  that  ladden  thus  these  daunces,  - 
Than  hadde  I  wil  to  goon  and  see        1311 
The  gardin  that  so  lyked  me. 
And  loken  on  these  faire  f  loreres, 
On  pyn-trees,  cedres,  and  oliveres. 
The  daunces  than  fy-ended  were ;        1315 
For  many  of  hem  that  daunced  there 
Were  with  hir  loves  went  awey 
Under  the  trees  to  have  hir  pley. 

A,  lord  !  they  lived  lustily  ! 
A  gret  fool  were  he,  sikerly,  1320 

That  nolde,  his  thankes,  swich  lyf  lede  ! 
For  this  dar  I  sc3ai,  out  of  drede, 
That  who-so  mighte  so  wel  fare. 
For  better  lyf  -j-thurtc  him  not  care  ; 
For  ther  nis  so  good  paradys  1325 

As  have  a  love  at  his  de\'ys. 

Out  of  that  place  wente  I  tho, 
And  in  tliat  gardin  gan  I  go, 
Pleying  along  ful  merily. 
The  God  of  Love  ful  hastely  1330 

Unto  him  Swete-Loking  clepte, 
No  lenger  wolde  he  that  -f-he  kejjte 
His  bowe  of  goldo,  that  shoon  so  bright. 
He  i  bad  him  bendo  it  anon-right ; 
And  he  ful  sone  [it]  sette  fon  ende,     1335 
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And  at  11  biaiil  lie  gan  it  bende, 
And  took  him  of  liis  aruwes  fyve, 
Ful  shnrpe  and  redy  for  to  dryve. 
Now  god  that  sit  in  magestee 
Fro  deedly  wouii'lcs  kepe  me,  1340 

If  so  be  that  he  f  wol  me  shete  ; 
For  if  I  with  his  arowc  mete, 
It  f  wol  me  greven  sore,  y-wis  ! 
But  I,  that  uo-thing  wiste  of  this, 
Wente  up  and  donn  ful  many  a  wey,   1J45 
And  he  me  folwed  fasto  alwej' ; 
But  no-whor  wolde  I  rcsto  me, 
Til  I  hadde  al  the  i-yerdo  in  be. 
Tlie  gardin  was,  by  mesiu-iug, 
Kight  even  and  squar  in  compassing ;  1350 
It  was  as  long  as  it  was  large. 

The  Trees. 
Of  f ruyt  hadde  every  tree  his  charge, 
But  it  were  any  hidous  tree 
Of  which  ther  were  two  or  tliree. 
Ther  were,  and  that  wot  I  ful  wel,       1355 
Of  pomgamcttes  a  ful  gret  del ; 
That  is  a  irayt  ful  wel  to  lyke, 
Namely  to  folk  whan  they  ben  syke. 
And  trees  ther  were,  greet  foisoun, 
That  baren  notes  in  hir  sesoim,  J360 

Such  as  men  notemigges  calle. 
That  swote  of  savour  been  withalle. 
And  alemandres  greet  plentec, 
Figes,  and  many  a  date-tree 
Ther  weren,  if  men  hadde  nede,  1365 

Through  the  f  yerd  in  length  and  brede. 
Ther  was  eek  wexing  many  a  spj'ce, 
As  clow-gelofre,  and  licoryce, 
Gingerc,  and  greyn  de  fpai-adys, 
Canelle,  and  setewale  of  prjs,  1370 

And  many  a  spyco  delitable, 
To  eten  whan  men  ryse  fro  table. 
And  many  hoomly  trees  thei'  were. 
That  pechos,  coynes,  and  apples  here, 
Medlers,  ploumes,  peres,  chestej-nes,    1375 
Cheryse,  of  whiche  many  on  fayn  is, 
Notes,  aleys,  and  bolas, 
That  for  to  seen  it  was  solas  ; 
With  many  high  lorer  and  pyn 
Was  renged  clene  al  that  gardj-n  ;       1380 
With  cipres,  and  with  oliveres, 
Of  which  that  nigh  no  plente  here  is. 
Ther  were  elnies  gx'ete  and  stronge, 
Maples,  asshe,  ook,  ash,  planes  longe, 
Fyn  ew,  p<^pler,  and  lindes  faircj  1385 


And  othero  trees  ful  many  a  jjayre. 

What  sholde  I  telle  you  more  of  it  ? 
Ther  were  so  many  trees  yit, 
That  I  sholde  al  encombred  bo 
Er  I  had  rekoned  every  tree.  1390 

These  trees  were  set,  that  I  devyse, 
Oon  from  another,  in  assysc, 
Five  fadome  or  sixe,  I  trowe  so, 
But  they  were  hye  and  grete  also  : 
And  for  to  kepe  out  wel  the  sonno^      1395 
The  croppes  were  so  thikke  y-ronne, 
And  every  braunch  in  other  f  knet, 
And  ful  of  grene  leves  f  set, 
That  Sonne  mighto  noon  descende, 
Lest  [it]  the  tendre  grasses  shende.      1400 
Ther  mighte  men  does  and  roes  y-see, 
And  of  squirels  ful  greet  plentee. 
From  bough  to  bough  alwey  lejiing. 
Conies  ther  were  also  playing, 
That  comen  out  of  hir  claperes  1405 

Of  sondry  colours  and  maneres, 
And  maden  many  a  turneying 
Upon  the  fresshe  gras  springing. 
The  Welles. 

In  places  saw  I  wki.i.es  there, 
In  whiche  ther  no  frogges  were,  14 10 

And  fair 'in  shadwe  was  every  welle  ; 
But  I  ne  can  the  nombre  telle 
Of  stremes  smale,  that  by  devjs 
Mirtho  had  don  come  through  condys, 
Of  which  the  water,  in  renning,  1415 

Gan  make  a  noyse  ful  Ij-king. 

About  the  brinkes  of  thise  welles, 
And  bj'  the  stremes  over-al  elles 
Sprang  up  the  gras,  as  thikke  y-set 
And  softe  as  any  velugt,  1420 

On  which  men  mighte  his  leniman  lej'e, 
As  on  a  fetherbed,  to  plc3'e, 
For  tli'erthe  was  ful  softe  and  swete. 
Through  moisture  of  the  welle  weto 
Sprang  up  the  sote  grene  gras,  1425 

As  fair,  as  thikke,  as  mister  was. 
But  miiohe  amended  it  the  place, 
That  tli'erthe  was  of  swich  a  grace 
That  it  of  floures  had  plente. 
That  both  in  somer  and  winter  be,      1430 

Ther  sprang  the  violete  al  newe, 
And  fresshe  pervinke,  riche  of  hewe, 
And  floures  yelowe,  whyte,  and  rede  ; 
Swich  plentee  grew  ther  never  in  mede. 
Ful  gay  was  al  the  ground,  and  queynt, 
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And  poudred,  as  men  liad  it  peynt,     1436 
With  naaiiy  a  fresh  and  sondry  flour, 
That  casten  up  ful  good  savour. 

I  wol  not  longo  holde  you  in  fable 
Of  al  this  gardin  -fdelitablo.  1440 

I  moot  my  tonge  stinten  nede, 
For  I  ne  may,  ^vithoutcn  drcde, 
Nauglit  tellen  you  the  beaiitee  al, 
Ne  half  the  boiintee  therewithal. 

I  wcnto  on  right  honde  and  on  left  1445 
Aboute  the  place  ;  it  was  not  left, 
Til  I  hadde  al  the  fyerde  in  been, 
In  the  f  estres  that  men  niighte  seen. 
And  thus  whyle  I  wente  in  my  ploy, 
The  God  of  Love  me  folowed  ay,  1450 

Right  as  an  hunter  can  abyde 
The  beste,  til  he  seeth  his  tyde 
To  fshete,  at  good  mes,  to  the  dere. 
Whan  that  him  nedetli  go  no  nere. 

And  so  befil,  I  rested  me  1455 

Sesyde  a  welle,  under  a  tree, 
Which  tree  in  Frauncc  men  call  a  pyn. 
But,  sith  the  tj-me  of  king  Pepyn, 
Ne  grew  ther  tree  in  mannes  sighte 
So  fair,  ne  so  wel  woxe  in  highte  ;       1460 
In  al  that  yerde  so  high  was  noon. 
And  springing  in  a  marble-stoou 
Had  nature  set,  the  sothe  to  telle, 
Under  that  pyn-tree  a  welle. 
And  on  the  border,  al  withoute,  1465 

Was  writen,  in  the  stone  aboute, 
Lettres  smale,  that  seyden  thus, 
'Here  starf  the  faire  Narcisus.' 
Narcisus. 

Naucisus  was  a  bachelere, 
That  Love  had  caught  in  his  daungere. 
And  in  his  net  gan  him  so  streyne,      1471 
And  elide  him  so  to  wepe  and  pleyne, 
That  nede  him  muste  his  lyf  forgo. 
For  a  fair  lady,  hight  Echo, 
Him  loved  over  any  creature,  1475 

Ai.d  gan  for  him  swich  pejnie  endure, 
That  on  a  tyme  she  him  tolde, 
That,  if  ho  hir  loven  nolde, 
That  hir  behoved  nedes  dye, 
Ther  lay  non  other  romedye.  1480 

But  natheles,  for  his  beautee, 
So  ners  and  daungerous  was  he, 
That  he  nolde  graunten  hir  asking. 
For  weping,  ne  for  fair  praying. 
And  whan  she  herde  him  werne  hir  so, 


She  hadde  in  herte  so  g^ret  wo,  i486 

And  took  it  in  so  grot  disp5^., 
That  she,  withoute  more  rospyt. 
Was  deed  anoon.     But,  er  she  deyde, 
Ful  pitously  to  god  she  preyde,  1490 

That  proude-herted  Narcisus, 
Tliat  was  in  love  so  daungerous, 
Miglite  on  a  day  ben  hampred  so 
For  love,  and  been  so  lipot  for  wo. 
That  never  lie  mighte  joye  attejnie  ;   1495 
Than  shulde  he  fele  in  every  veyne 
What  sorowe  trcwe  lovers  maken. 
That  been  so  f  vilajmsly  forsaken. 

This  prayer  was  but  resonablo, 
Therfor  god  held  it  ferme  and  stable :  151x3 
For  Narcisus,  shortly  to  telle. 
By  aventure  com  to  that  welle 
To  reste  him  in  that  shadowing 
A  day,  whan  he  com  fro  hunting. 
This  Narcisus  had  suffred  paynes        1505 
For  renning  alday  in  the  playnes, 
And  was  for  thurst  in  greet  distresse 
Of  hete,  and  of  his  werinesse 
That  hadde  his  breeth  almost  binomen. 
Wlian  he  was  to  that  welle  y-comen,  1510 
niat  shadwed  was  with  braunches  grene, 
He  tlioughte  of  thilke  water  shene 
To  drinke  and  fresshe  him  wel  withalle  ; 
And  doun  on  knees  he  gan  to  falle, 
And    forth    his    heed    and    nekke    out- 
straughte  1515 

To  drinken  of  that  welle  a  dratighte. 
And  in  the  water  anoon  was  sene 
His  nose,  his  mouth,  his  ySn  shene, 
And  he  ther-of  was  al  abasshed  ; 
His  owne  shadowe  had  hirn  bitrasshed. 
For  wel  wcndo  he  the  forme  see  1521 

Of  a  child  of  greet  beautee. 
Wel  couthe  Love  him  wreke  the 
Of  daunger  and  of  pryde  also 
Tliat  Narcisus  somtyme  him  bere.        1525 
He  quitte  him  wel  liis  guerdon  there  ; 
For  ho  f  so  musede  in  the  welle, 
That,  shortly  al  the  sothe  to  telle. 
He  lovede  his  owne  shadowe  so, 
That  atto  laste  he  starf  for  wo.  1530 

For  whan  ho  .saugh  that  he  his  wille 
Mighte  in  no  maner  woy  fulfiJle, 
And  that  he  was  so  fasto  caught 
That  ho  him  couthe  comfort  naught. 
He  loste  his  wit  right  in  that  place,    1535 


Fraqment  a.] 


t^t  (Komauni  of  tU  (]^oet. 


17 


And  Jcyde  within  a  litel  space. 
And  thus  his  warisoun  he  took 
For  tho  lady  that  ho  forsook. 

Ladyes,  I  prcyo  on  sample  taketh, 
Yo  that  ayeins  your  lovo  mistaketh  :  1540 
For  if  hir  dceth  be  yow  to  wj-te, 
God  can  ful  wel  your  whyle  quyte. 

■\Vhan  that  this  lettre,  of  whiche  I  telle, 
Had  taught  me  that  it  was  the  wello 
Of  Narcisus  in  his  beautoe,  1545 

I  gan  anoon  witlulrawo  me, 
Wlian  it  fel  in  my  remembraimce. 
That  him  bitidde  swich  mischaunce. 

The  Welle. 
But  at  the  laste  than  tliought©  I, 
That  scatheles,  ful  sikerly,  1550 

I  mighto  unto  The  Welle  go. 
Wherof  shulde  I  abasshen  so  ? 
Unto  the  weUe  than  wente  I  mo, 
And  doun  I  louted  for  to  see 
The  clcro  water  in  the  stoon,  1555 

And  eek  tho  gravel,  which  that  shoon 
Down  in  the  botme,  as  silver  fyn  ; 
For  of  tho  welle,  this  is  the  f^Ti, 
In  world  is  noon  so  cleer  of  hewe. 
The  water  is  ever  fresh  and  newo         1560 
That  welmeth  up  in  wawes  brighte 
The  mountance  of  two  finger  highte. 
Abouten  it  is  gras  springing, 
For  moiste  so  thikko  and  wel  lyking. 
That  it  no  may  in  winter  dye,  1565 

No  more  than  may  the  see  be  di-ye. 

Down  at  the  botme  set  saw  I 
Two  cristal  stones  craftely 
In  thilke  fresshe  and  faire  welle. 
But  o  thing  soothly  dar  I  telle,  1570 

That  ye  wol  holde  a  greet  mer\-aylo 
Whan  it  is  told,  withouten  fayle. 
For  whan  the  sonne,  cleer  in  sighto. 
Cast  in  that  wello  his  beines  brighte, 
And  that  the  heet  descended  is,  1575 

Than  taketh  the  cristal  stoon,  y-wis, 
Agayn  the  sonne  an  htuidred  hewes, 
Blewe,  yelowo,  and  rede,  that  fresh  and 

newe  is. 
Yit  hath  the  merveilous  cristal  1579 

Swich  strengthe,  that  the  place  overal, 
Bothe  fowl  and  tree,  and  levcs  greno, 
And  al  the  yerd  in  it  is  sene. 
And  for  to  doon  you  understonde, 
To  make  ensample  wol  I  fonde  ; 


Right  as  a  mirour  openly  1585 

Showeth  al  thing  that  stant  therby, 
As  wel  tho  colour  as  the  figure, 
Withouten  any  coverture  ; 
Right  so  the  cristal  stoon,  shyning, 
Withouten  any  disceyving,  1590 

The  f  estres  of  the  yerdo  accuseth 
To  him  that  in  the  water  museth  ; 
For  ever,  in  which  half  that  ■\he  be, 
■)-  He  may  wel  half  the  gardin  see  ; 
And  if  ho  turne,  he  may  right  wel       1595 
Seen  the  remonaunt  everydol. 
For  ther  is  noon  so  litel  thing     ■ 
So  hid,  ne  closed  with  shitting. 
That  it  no  is  sene,  as  though  it  were 
PejTited  in  the  cristal  there.  1600 

This  is  tho  mirour  perilous. 
In  which  the  provide  Narcisus 
Saw  al  his  face  fair  and  bright. 
That  made  him  sith  to  lye  upriglit. 
For  who-so  loke  in  that  mirour,  1605 

Ther  may  no-thing  ben  his  socour 
That  he  ne  shal  ther  seen  som  thing 
That  shal  him  ledc  into  f  loving. 
Ful  many  a  worthy  man  hath  it 
Y-blent ;  for  folk  of  g^ettest  wit  1610 

Ben  sone  caught  here  and  awayted  ; 
Withouten  respyt  been  they  bayted. 
Heer  comth  to  folk  of-newe  rage, 
Heer  chaungeth  many  wight  corage  ; 
Heer  lyth  no  reed  ne  wit  therto  ;  1615 

For  Venus  sone,  daun  Cupido, 
Hath  sowen  there  of  love  the  seed, 
That  help  ne  lyth  ther  noon,  ne  reed, 
So  cercleth  it  the  welle  aboute. 
His  ginnes  hath  he  set  -tt-ithoute  i6jo 

Right  for  to  cacche  in  his  panteres 
These  damoysels  and  bacheleres. 
Love  will  noon  other  bridde  cacche. 
Though  ho  sette  either  net  or  lacche.  16^4 
And  for  tho  seed  that  heer  was  sowen. 
This  welle  is  cleped,  as  wel  is  knowen, 
The  Welle  of  Love,  of  verray  right, 
Of  which  ther  hath  ful  many  a  wight 
Spoke  in  bokes  dyversely. 
But  they  shullo  never  so  verDy  1630 

Descripcioun  of  the  welle  here, 
No  eek  the  sotho  of  this  matere, 
As  yo  shuUe,  whan  I  have  undo 
The  craft  that  hir  bilongeth  to. 

Alway  me  lyked  for  to  dwelle,  1 635 


i8 


Zl^i  (Uomaunr  of  (6c  (Kooe. 


[Fkaoment  a. 


Ti>  Sfoii  tliK  cristal  iu  tliii  wi'lli-, 
Tliiit  kIiowoiI  mo  till  iipciily 
A  tlumsiiml  tltiiiKio'  liinto  liy. 
But  1  luiiy  sayo,  in  sory  lioiiro 
Stood  I  to  lokon  or  to  pouro  ;  1640 

For  HitlitMi  [liiivi'l  I  soro  Isykinl, 
Tliiit  iiiiniiir  hal  li  iiai  now  ontr.\kud. 
But  hiuUlo  I  lirst  knowon  in  my  wifc 
Tho  vortuo  anil  [thcj  'atrongthc  of  it, 
I  nolilo  not  liavo  inusod  tlioro  ;  1645 

Ml'  liiiddo  hot  hon  i(lli>s-wlioro  ; 
For  iu  tlio  Hiiani  I  fid  anooii, 
That  hat-li  jbitraissluKl  maii.\'  oun. 
The  Roser. 
la  tliilko  mii'iiiir  saw  L  tbo, 
Anion;;:  a  tliuiiHiuul  lliini^os  mu,  i()5() 

A  KosKit  cdxargod  fill  of  I'o.sus, 
That  with  iiu  hoRffo  aboiito  ondos  is, 
Tho  had  1  Hwieh  luat  ami  onvye, 
That,  for  I'aryH  no  for  i'avyo, 
Noldn  I  iiavo  Ii'lt  to  goou  and  si'o  1655 

TliiT  f^rottdst  hopo  of  rosea  bv. 
AVhau  I  was  witli  this  rago  hent, 
Tliat  i-aught  hath  many  a  man  and  shont. 
Toward  tho  rosorgan  1  go. 
And  whan  I  waa  not  fur  t  liorfro,  i()(h> 

Tho  Havoiir  of  tho  roses  swuto 
Mo  smoot  right  to  tho  horto  rote, 
Ah  I  haddu  al  embawmod  -l-bo. 
And  if  1  no  haddo  endoiitod  mo 
To  luiNo  bon  hatod  or  assailed,  Ui('«5 

My  tliaukus,  1  woldo  I  not  liavu  faiioil 
To  pulle  a  rose  of  al  that  routo 
To  bori'fnl  in  inyu  hondu  ab(jute, 
And  smidliMi  to  it  whor  1  wuiito  ; 
But  evor  I  dreddo  mo  to  repontc,         1(170 


Anil  lost  it  grovod  or  for-thoughto 
The  li>rd  that  tliilko  gardyn  wrought e. 
Of  roses  were  tlior  grot  woon, 
So  fairo  I  wcxo  uovor  in  roon. 
Of  kuoiipos  dos,  somo  saw  I  thoro,       1675 
And  some  wel  botor  woxon  wore  ; 
And  somo  ther  boon  of  other  m<  ysoun, 
That  drowo  nigh  to  hir  sesouu, 
And  spedilo  honi  fasto  for  to  sprodo  ; 
I  lovo  wol  swicho  roacs  rodo  ;  1680 

For  Ipiodn  rosea,  and  open  also, 
Ben  ]iassed  in  a  diiy  or  two  ; 
But  knoppes  wilen  frossho  bo 
Two  dayes  atto  leost,  or  three. 
Tho  Itnoppoa  gretly  lyked  n»o,  i68j 

For  fairer  may  ther  no  man  see. 
AVIio-Ho  mighte  liave[nj  0011  of  alio. 
It  oughto  him  beoii  ful  loof  withalle. 
Mighto  I  [a]  gorlond  of  hem  guton, 
For  no  rieheaao  I  woldo  it  leten.  i6yo 

The  Kiioppe. 
Among  riiio  knoi-i'ics  I  elioes  con 
So  fair,  that  of  tho  ronionaunt  uoou 
No  jireyso  I  half  so  wol  as  it, 
Whan  [  avyso  it  in  my  wit. 
For  it  so  wel  was  enliimynod  1695 

With  colour  rood,  as  wel  [yj-fyncd 
As  nature  couthe  it  make  fuli'e, 
And  it     liad  levea  wol  fouro  pairo, 
That  Kindo  hud  set  through  his  knowing 
About  tho  redo  1  rose  springing.  171)1) 

Tho  slalko  was  as  rissho  right, 
And  tlioron  atood  tho  knoppo  upright, 
That  it  no  bowed  upon  no  sydo. 
The  swoto  sini'ile  sprong  so  wydo 
That  it  dide  ul  tlie  plaoo  abouto —        1705 
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\\liau  1  hud  Hiuelliid  Ihn  savour  swote, 

No  wille  hadde  1  fro  tiieiis  yit  go. 

But  somdel  noer  it  wunte  1  tho 

To  take  it ;  but  myu  hond,  for  di-ede. 

No  diusto  r  to  tho  rose  bedo,  171U 

For  thistcds  siiarpe,  ol'maii,\  mauoros, 

Notles,  thornes,  and  hoked  breres  ; 


•|l'"iil  nimho  they  distourbled  mo, 
For  sore  1  ilraddo  to  hiiriued  be. 

Tho  Uod  of  Lovo,  with  bowe  bout,    1715 
That  al  day  sot  haddo  his  taleut 
To  puisuen  and  to  spyen  mo, 
Was  stondiiig  b_\'  a  tige-tree. 
And  wiuiii  ho  suwe  how  that  L 
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Uml  cliospn  HO  ontontitly 

Tho  "lliotoun,  niort!  unto  iijy  piiy 

Thuu  liny  other  tlint  I  say, 

llo  took  an  iiriiwo  fiil  slmrply  whet, 

And  in  his  bowo  whan  it  was  sot, 

He  Htri'ifjiit  up  to  his  ori)  droiigh  17J5 

Tlio  atronRO  liowo,  that  was  so  touRh, 

Ami  Hlii^t  lit  mo  so  wonder  smerte, 

That  tlirougli  niyn  eye  unto  mjii  herto 

Tliti  takel  smoot,  and  depo  it  wonto. 

And  thcr-with-nl  such  cold  mo  hento, 

Tlml,  under  idothes  warmo  and  sotte,  i7,<i 

•(•Sith  tliat  ilay  1  havo  clu;vered  olio. 

Wluin  I  was  hurt  thus  in  [tlnit]  stouiide, 
I  fel  doun  plat  nuto  the  ^mmdt). 
M.>n  hi'rto  I'aileil  and  I'eynted  ay,  I7.?5 

And  lont;  tynio  [therj  a-swono  1  lay. 
But  whan  I  com  out  ofswoniiif^, 
And  liaddo  wit,  and  my  felin^', 
1  was  aJ  maat,  and  wonde  ful  wol 
Of  lilood  havo  loreu  a  I'ul  gret  del.        1744) 
lUlt  eertes,  tho  arowo  that  in  mo  stoi)d 
Of  me  no  drew  no  ilropo  of  blood, 
For-why  i  found  my  wountlo  ai  ilreye. 
Thau  took  1  with  myu  hondis  twoyo 
The  arowo,  and  I'ul  fast  out  it  plight,  1745 
And  in  the  iiullinfiT  soro  1  si^^ht. 
So  at  tho  last  tho  shalt  of  treo 
I  drough  out,  with  tho  fothers  three. 
Hut  yet  tho  hoked  hoed,  y-wis, 
Tile  wllicho  lleauteo  eallid  is,  1750 

(fan  so  depe  in  myn  herto  passe, 
'fhat  I  it  miRhto  nought  araco  ; 
Hilt  in  myu  horte  stillo  it  stood, 
Al  bleildo  I  not  a  dropo  of  blood. 
I  was  bothe  anpiiissous  and  trouble     1755 
For  the  peril  that  1  saw  doulile  ; 
1  nisto  what  to  seyo  or  do, 
No  K'-'tu  <*  li'cho  my  woundis  fto  ; 
For  lu'ithir  thurf^li  fjias  no  rote, 
Ne  haild(^  I  help  of  hopi^  ne  bote.  i7<k) 

Ilut  to  the  botoun  ovor-mo 
Myn  horte  drew  ;  for  al  my  wo, 
Hy  th(iu«;ht  was  in  non  other  thinff. 
For  hadde  it  been  in  my  kei)inff. 
It  wolde  havo  brouRlit  my  lyf  ai^ayn.  f;('<~, 
For  -Icerteinly,  1  dar  wel  seyn, 
Tho  sifiht  only,  and  the  savour, 
Alef^ged  mui'ho  of  my  lanpour. 
Tlum  Kan  I  for  to  drawe  mo 
Toward  the  botoun  fair  to  see  ;  1770 


And  Love  Imddo  gete  him,  in  -fa  throwo, 

Another  arowo  into  his  bowe, 

And  for  to  sheto  pan  him  drosso  ; 

The  arowis  name  was  Simplcsso. 

And  whan  that  Lovo  gan  nygho  nio  nero, 

He  drow  it  up,  withoutou  were,  1776 

And  shot  at  mo  with  al  his  might, 

So  tliut  tills  arowo  auon-iight 

Thoiirgliciil  [myn  ]  eigh,  as  it  was  founde, 

Into  myu  horto  hath  maad  a  wounde. 

Thanne  I  anoon  dido  al  my  crafto       1781 

For  to  di'awen  out  tho  shafte. 

And  ther-with-al  I  sighed  eft. 

But  in  myn  horto  tho  heed  was  loft, 

Which  ay  eucresid  my  dosyre,  1785 

I'nto  tho  botoun  drawo  uoro  ; 

Ami  ever,  mo  that  mo  was  wo. 

The  more  desyr  hadde  I  to  go 

Unto  tho  roser,  where  that  grew 

Tho  fresshe  botoun  so  bright  of  howo.  1790 

lietir  mo  were  havo  leton  bo  ; 

But  it  bihoved  nedcs  mo 

To  don  right  as  myn  herte  bad. 

For  over  tho  body  must  bo  lad 

Aftir  the  herte  ;  in  wele  and  wo,         1705 

Of  force  togidro  thoy  niiist  go. 

lUit  never  this  archer  widde  fyne 

To  sheto  at  mo  with  all  his  pyne. 

And  I'or  to  make  mo  to  him  mete. 

Tho  thridde  arowe  he  gau  to  shete  1800 
Whan  best  his  tymo  ho  mighte  espyc, 
Tlie  which  was  named  Curtesi,o  ; 
Into  myu  herto  it  dido  avale. 
A-swono  I  fol,  bothe  deed  and  pale  ; 
I>ong  t>-me  I  lay,  and  stired  nought,  1805 
Til  I  abraid  out  of  my  thought. 
And  fasto  than  I  avysed  mo 
To  drawe[n]  out  tho  shafto  of  tree  ; 
Hut  ever  the  hoed  was  loft  bihindo 
For  ought  I  couthe  pulle  or  winde,     1810 
.So  soro  it  stikid  whan  T  was  hit, 
That  by  no  craft  I  miglit  it  flit  ; 
But  anguissous  and  ful  of  thought, 
I  f  felte  such  wo,  my  wounde  ay  wrought, 
That  somoned  mo  alway  to  go  1815  '* 

Towaril  the  rose,  that  pleased  mo  so  ; 
But  I  no  dursto  in  no  manore, 
Bicauso  tho  archer  was  so  nere. 
For  cvennoro  ghully,  as  1  roile, 
Brent  child  of  lyr  hath  mucho  drode.  i8ju 
And,  cert  is  yit,  for  al  my  peyue, 
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Thongh  that  I  sigh  j-it  arwis  reync, 

And  grounde  qiiarels  sharpe  of  stele, 

Xo  for  no  pajme  that  I  might  felo, 

Yit  might  I  not  my-silf  with-holde      1825 

The  faire  roser  to  biholde  ; 

For  Love  mc  yaf  sich  hardement 

For  to  fiilfille  his  commaundemeut. 

Upon  my  feet  I  roos  np  than 

Feble,  as  a  forwoundid  man  ;  1830 

And  forth  to  gon  [my]  might  I  sette, 

And  for  the  archer  nolde  I  lette. 

Toward  the  roser  fast  I  drow  ; 

Bat  thorncs  sharpe  mo  than  y-now 

Ther  were,  and  also  thistels  thikke,     1835 

And  breres,  brimme  for  to  prikke, 

That  I  ne  mighte  gete  grace 

The  rowe  thornes  for  to  passe, 

To  sene  the  roses  fresshe  of  hewe, 

I  must  abide,  though  it  me  rewe,         1840 

The  hegge  aboute  so  thikke  was. 

That  closid  the  roses  in  compas. 

But  o  thing  lyked  me  right  wele  ; 
I  was  so  nygh,  I  mighte  fele 
Of  the  botoun  the  swote  odour,  1845 

And  also  see  the  fresshe  colour ; 
And  that  right  gretly  lyked  me, 
That  I  so  neer  fit  mighte  see. 
Sich  joye  anoon  therof  hadde  I, 
That  I  forgat  my  malady.  .1850 

To  sene  fit  hadde  I  sich  delyt. 
Of  sorsve  and  angro  I  was  al  quit, 
And  of  my  woundes  that  I  had  f  thar ; 
For  no-thing  lyken  me  might  f  mar 
Than  dwellen  by  the  roser  ay,  1855 

And  thennes  never  to  passe  away. 

But  whan  a  whyle  I  had  be  thar. 
The  God  of  Love,  which  al  to-shar 
Myn  herte  with  his  arwis  kene, 
f  Caste  him  to  yeve  me  woundis  grene. 
He  shet  at  me  ful  hastily  1861 

An  arwo  named  Company, 
The  whicho  takel  is  ful  able 
To  make  these  ladies  merciable. 
Thanl  anoon  gan  chaungen  hewe      1865 
**  For  grevaunce  of  my  wounde  nowe, 
That  I  agayn  fel  in  swoning. 
And  sighed  sore  in  compleyning. 
Sore  I  compleyned  that  my  soro 
On  me  gan  grcven  more  and  more.      1870 
I  had  non  hope  of  allegeaunce  ; 
So  nigh  I  drow  to  desperaunce. 


I  rought  of  dethe  ne  of  lyf. 

Whither  that  love  wolde  me  dryf. 

If  me  a  martir  wolde  he  make,  1875 

I  might  his  power  nought  forsake. 

And  whyl  for  anger  thus  I  wook. 

The  God  of  Love  an  arowe  took  ; 

Ful  sharp  it  was  and  [ful]  pugnaunt, 

And  it  was  callid  Fair-Semblaunt,       1880 

The  which  in  no  wys  wol  consente, 

That  any  lover  him  repente 

To  serve  his  love  with  hertc  and  alle, 

For  any  peril  that  may  bifalle. 

But  though  this  arwe  was  kene  grounde 

As  any  rasour  that  is  founde,  1886 

To  cutte  and  kerve,  at  the  poynt. 

The  God  of  Love  it  hadde  anojoit 

With  a  precious  oynement, 

Somdel  to  yeve  aleggement  1890 

Upon  the  woundes  that  he  had 

Through  the  body  in  my  herte  maad. 

To  helpe  hir  sores,  and  to  cure. 

And  that  they  may  the  bet  endure. 

But  yit  this  arwe,  withoute  more,        1895 

Made  in  myn  herte  a  large  sore, 

That  in  ful  gret  peyne  I  abood. 

But  ay  the  oynement  wcnte  abrood  ; 

Throughoiit  my  woundes  large  and  wyde 

It  spredde  aboute  in  every  syde  ;  1900 

Tlirough  whos  vertu  and  whos  might 

MjTi  herte  joyful  was  and  light. 

I  had  been  deed  and  al  to-shent 

But  for  the  precious  ojmement. 

The  shaft  I  drow  out  of  the  arwe,        1905 

Roking  for  wo  right  wondir  narwe  ; 

But  the  heed  which  made  me  smerte, 

Lefte  bihindc  in  myn  herte 

With  other  foure,  I  dar  well  say, 

That  never  wol  be  take  away ;  19 10 

But  the  ojTiement  halp  me  wele. 

And  yit  sich  sorwe  dido  I  fele 

f  Of  my  woundes  fresshe  and  newe. 

That  al-day  I  chaunged  hewe, 

As  men  might  see  in  my  visage.  191$ 

The  arwis  were  so  fulle  of  rage. 

So  variaunt  of  diversitee, 

That  men  in  everich  mighte  see 

Both  gret  anoy  and  eek  swetnesse. 

And  joye  mejmt  with  bittimesse,        1920 

Now  were  tliey  esy,  now  where  they  wood, 

In  hem  I  felte  both  harm  ami  good  ; 

Now  sore  without  aleggement, 


I 


Fraomekt  B.] 


^0e  (Romaun^  of  iU  (F^^e. 


21 


Now  f  softening  -with  oynement ; 

It  softned  here,  and  fprikked  there,   1925 

Tims  ese  and  anger  togider  were. 

The  God  of  Love  deliyerly 
Com  lopand  to  me  hastily, 
And  seide  to  me,  in  gret  rape, 
'  Yeld  thee,  for  thou  may  not  escape  !  1930 
May  no' defence  availe  thee  here  ; 
Therfore  I  rede  mak  no  danngere. 
If  thou  wolt  yelde  thee  hastily, 
Thou  shalt  [the]  rather  have  mercj-. 
He  is  a  fool  in  sikemesse,  1935 

That  with  daunger  or  stoutnesse 
Eebellith  ther  tliat  lie  shulde  plese  ; 
In  such  folyo  is  litel  ese. 
Be  meek,  wher  thou  must  nedis  bowe  ; 
To  strj-\-e  age.'vn  is  nought  thy  prowe. 
Come  at  ones,  and  have  y-do,  194 1 

For  I  wol  that  it  be  so. 
Than  yeld  thee  here  debonairly.' 
And  I  answerid  ful  hiuubly, 
'  Gladly,  sir  ;    at  your  bidding,  1945 

I  wol  me  j-elde  in  alio  thing. 
To  your  ser'N-yse  I  wol  me  take  ; 
For  god  defende  that  I  shulde  make 
Ageyn  your  bidding  resistence  ; 
I  wol  not  doon  so  gret  offence  ;  1950 

For  if  I  dide,  it  were  no  skile. 
Ye  may  do  with  me  what  ye  wile, 
Save  or  spille,  and  also  sloo  ; 
Fro  you  in  no  wyse  may  I  go. 
My  Ij'f,  my  deth,  is  in  your  honde,       1955 
I  may  not  laste  out  of  your  bonde. 
Pleyn  at  yoiir  list  I  yelde  me. 
Hoping  in  herte,  that  snmtjTne  ye 
Comfort  and  ese  shulle  me  sende  ; 
Or  cUis  shortly,  this  is  the  ende,         i960 
Withouten  helthe  I  moot  ay  dure, 
But-if  ye  take  me  to  you.r  cure. 
Comfort  or  helthe  how  shuld  I  have, 
Sith  ye  me  hnrte,  but  j-e  me  save  ? 
The  helthe  of  f  lovers  moot  be  founde 
Wher-as  they  token  firste  hir  woundc. 
And  if  ye  list  of  me  to  make  1967 

Your  prisoner,  I  wol  it  take 
Of  herte  and  wil,  fully  at  gree. 
HooUy  and  i>leyu  I  yelde  me,  1970 

Withoute  feyning  or  feyntyse. 
To  be  governed  by  your  empryse. 
Of  you  I  here  so  much  prys, 
I  wol  ben  hool  at  your  de\-ys 


For  to  fullille  your  lyking  1975 

And  repente  for  no-thing. 

Hoping  to  have  yit  in  som  tydo 

Mercy,  of  that  [that]  I  abyde.' 

And  with  that  covenaunt  yeld  I  me, 

Anoon  doun  kneling  upon  my  knee,  1980 

Profering  for  to  kisse  his  feet ; 

But  for  no-thing  he  wolde  me  lete, 

And  seide,  '  I  love  thee  bothe  and  preyse, 

Sen  that  thyn  answer  doth  me  ese, 

For  thou  answerid  so  curteisly.  19.S5 

For  now  I  wot  wel  uttirly. 

That  thou  art  gentil,  by  thy  speche. 

For  though  a  man  fer  woldc  sechc, 

Ho  shnldo  not  linden,  in  certe3"n, 

No  sich  answer  of  no  vileyn  ;  1990 

For  sich  a  word  ne  mightc  nought 

Isse  out  of  a  vUayns  thought. 

Thou  shalt  not  lesen  of  thy  speche, 

For  [to]  thy  helping  wol  I  eche, 

And  eek  encresen  that  I  may.  1995 

But  first  I  wol  that  thou  obay 

Fully,  for  thyn  avauntage. 

Anon  to  do  me  here  homage. 

And  sithe[n]  kisse  thou  shalt  my  mouth. 

Which  to  no  vilayn  was  never  couth  2000 

For  to  aijroche  it,  ne  for  to  touche  ; 

For  sauf  fto  cherlis  I  ne  vouche 

That  they  shulle  never  neigh  it  nere. 

For  curteys,  and  of  fair  manere, 

Wel  taught,  and  ful  of  gentilnesse      2005 

He  muste  ben,  that  shal  me  kisse, 

And  also  of  ful  high  fraunchyse, 

That  shal  atteyue  to  that  empiyse. 

'  And  first  of  o  thing  warne  I  thee. 
That  peyne  and  gret  advorsitee  2010 

He  mot  endure,  and  eek  travaUe, 
That  shal  me  ser\-e,  withoute  faile. 
But  ther-agejTis,  thee  to  comfoi-te, 
And  with  thy  servise  to  desporte, 
Thou  mayst  ful  glad  and  joj-ful  be      2015 
So  good  a  maister  to  have  as  me, 
And  lord  of  so  high  renoun. 
I  here  of  Love  the  gonfanouu, 
Of  Ciirtes5'e  the  banere  ; 
For  I  am  of  the  silf  manere,  2020 

Gentil,  curteys,  meek  and  free  : 
That  who  [so]  ever  enteutif  be 
Me  to  honoure,  doute,  and  serve, 
And  also  that  he  him  observe 
Fi-6  trespas  and  fro  vilanj-e,  2025 
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And  liim  giivonie  in  ciirtesye 

With  wil  and  witli  enteucioun^ 

For  whan  he  first  in  my  prismm 

Is  caught,  than  mnste  he  iittirly, 

Fi'o  thennes-foi'tli  ful  bisily,  2030 

Caste  him  gcntil  for  to  be, 

If  he  dosyre  helpe  of  me.' 

Anoon  withonten  more  delay, 
Withouten  danngor  or  affray, 
I  bicom  his  man  anoon,  2035 

And  gave  him  thankes  many  a  oon. 
And  kneled  dovin  with  hondis  joynt. 
And  made  it  in  my  port  i'ul  f  qnoynt ; 
The  joye  wente  to  myn  herte  rote. 
Whan  I  had  kissed  his  mouth  so  swote, 
I  had  sich  mirthe  and  sich  lyking,     2041 
It  cured  me  of  langvusshing. 
He  askid  of  me  than  hostages  •. — 
'  I  have,'  he  seide,  '  -ftaii  fcle  homages 
Of  oon  and  other,  where  I  have  been  2045 
■fDiscej'vcd  ofte,  withouten  wene. 
These  felouns,  fuUe  of  falsitee. 
Have  many  sj-thes  bigyled  me. 
And  through  falshede  hir  lust  acheved, 
Wherof  I  repento  and  am  agreved,      2050 
And  I  hem  gete  in  my  daungere, 
Hir  falshed  shiille  thej'  bye  ful  dere. 
But  for  I  love  thee,  I  seye  thee  pleyn, 
I  wol  of  thee  be  more  certeyn  ; 
For  thee  so  sore  I  wol  now  binde,       2055 
That  thou  away  ne  shalt  not  winde 
For  to  denyen  the  covenaunt, 
Or  doon  that  is  not  avenaunt. 
That  thon  were  fals  it  were  greet  retithe, 
Sith  thou  semest  so  fnl  of  treiithe.'     2060 

'  Sire,  if  thee  list  to  undirstande, 
I  merveile  thee  asking  this  demande. 
For-wliy  or  wherfore  shulde  ye 
Ostagea  or  borwis  aske  of  me, 
Or  any  other  sikirnesse,  2065 

Sith  ye  wote,  in  sothfastnesse. 
That  ye  have  me  f  surprysed  so, 
And  hool  mjni  herte  f  tan  me  fro. 
That  it  wol  do  for  me  n<)-thing 
But-if  it  be  at  your  bidding  ?  2070 

Myn  herte  is  yours,  and  myn  right  nought, 
As  it  bilioveth,  in  dede  and  thought, 
Body  in  alle  to  worche  your  wille, 
Wliether  so  [it]  turne  to  good  or  IDe. 
So  sore  it  lustith  you  to  plese,  2075 

No  man  therof  may  you  tdisseise. 


Ye  liave  theron  set  sich  jiistise, 

That  it  is  werreyd  in  miuiy  wise. 

And  if  ye  doute  it  nolde  obeye. 

Ye  may  therof  do  make  a  keye,  2080 

And  holde  it  with  you  for  ostage.' 

'  Now  certis,  this  is  noon  outrage,' 

Quoth  Love,  '  and  fully  I  accord  ; 

For  of  the  body  he  is  ful  lord 

That  hath  the  herte  in  his  tresor  ;       2085 

Outrage  it  were  to  asken  more.' 

Than  of  his  aumener  he  drough 
A  litel  keye,  fetys  y-nongh, 
Wliich  was  of  gold  polisshed  clere. 
And  seide  to  me,  '  With  this  keye  here 
Thyn  herte  to  mo  now  wol  I  shette  ;  2091 
For  al  my  jowellis  loke  and  knette 
I  binde  under  this  litel  keye, 
That  no  wight  may  carye  aweye  ; 
This  keye  is  ful  of  gi-et  poeste.'  2095 

With  wliich  anoon  he  touchid  me 
Undir  the  syde  ful  softely, 
That  he  myn  herte  sodeynly 
Without  [al]  anoy  had  spered, 
That  yit  right  nought  it  hath  me  dered. 
Wlian  he  had  doon  his  wil  al-out,       2101 
And  I  had  put  him  out  of  dout, 
'  Sii-e,'  I  seide,  '  I  have  right  gi-et  wille 
Your  lust  and  plesauuce  to  fulfille. 
Loke  ye  my  servise  take  at  gree,  2105 

By  thilke  feith  ye  owe  to  me. 
I  seye  nought  for  recreaundyse. 
For  I  nought  doute  of  j-our  servyse. 
But  the  servaunt  traveileth  in  vayne, 
That  for  to  serven  doth  his  payne        2110 
Unto  that  lord,  which  in  no  wyso 
Can  him  no  thank  for  his  servyse.' 

Love  seide,  '  Dismaye  thee  nought, 
Sin  thou  for  sucour  hast  me  sought, 
In  thank  thj-  servise  wol  I  take,  21 15 

And  high  of  tgree  I  wol  thee  make. 
If  wikkidnesse  ne  hiudi-e  thee  ; 
But,  as  I  hope,  it  shal  nought  be. 
To  worsliip  no  wight  by  aventure 
May  come,  butrif  ho  peyne  endure.      2120 
Abydo  and  suffre  thy  distresse  ; 
That  hurtith  now,  it  shal  be  lesse  ; 
I  wot  my-silf  what  may  thee  save. 
What  medicyue  thou  woldist  have. 
And  if  thy  trouthe  to  mo  thou  kepe,   2125 
I  shal  unto  thyn  helping  eke, 
To  cure  thy  woundes  and  make  hem  clene, 
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Wher-80  they  bo  olde  or  grene  ; 

Thou  slmlt  be  holpen,  at  wordis  fewe. 

For  ccrtej-nly  thou  shalt  wol  shewe     21,^0 

Wlicr  that  thou  servest  with  good  wille, 

For  to  complisshcn  and  fultillo 

My  comaundenionti8,^ia5'  and  night, 

Whiclio  I  to  lovers  yeve  of  right.' 

'  Ah,  sire,  for  godilis  love,'  said  I,     21,^5 
'  Er  yc  passe  hens,  ontentifly 
Your  comaundementis  to  nie  ye  say, 
And  I  shal  kope  hem,  if  I  may  ; 
For  liem  to  kepen  is  al  my  thought. 
And  if  so  be  I  wot  them  noiight,         2140 
Than  may  I  [sinne]  nnwitingly. 
Wherfore  I  pray  you  enterely, 
With  al  myn  herte,  me  to  lere, 
Tliat  I  trespasse  in  no  manere.' 

Tlio  god  of  love  than  chargid  nie      2145 
Anoon,  as  ye  shal  hero  and  see, 
Word  by  word,  by  right  empryse. 
So  as  the  Eomance  shal  de\Tse. 

The  maister  lesith  his  tjniie  to  lere, 
Whau  the  disciple  wol  not  here.  2150 

It  is  but  veyn  on  him  to  swinke, 
That  on  his  lerning  wol  not  thinke. 
Who-so  lust  love,  let  him  entende, 
For  now  the  Romance  •  ginueth  amende. 
Now  is  good  to  here,  in  fay,  2155 

If  any  be  that  can  it  say. 
And  poynte  it  as  the  resoun  is 
Set ;  for  other-gate,  y-wis, 
It  shal  nought  wel  iu  alle  thing 
Be  brought  to  good  inndirstonding  ;    2160 
For  a  reder  that  pojoxtith  ille 
A  good  sentence  may  ofte  spille. 
The  book  is  good  at  the  ending, 
Maad  of  newe  and  lusty  thing  ; 
For  who-so  wol  the  entUng  here,  2165 

The  crafte  of  love  he  shal  now  lere, 
If  that  he  wol  so  long  abyde, 
Til  I  this  Eomance  maj'  unhyde, 
And  undo  the  signiliaunco 
Of  this  dremo  into  Eomaunce.  .M70 

Tlic  sothfastnesse,  that  now  is  hid. 
Without  coverture  shal  be  kid. 
Whan  I  undon  have  this  dreming, 
Wherin  no  word  is  of  lesiug. 

'  Vilany,  at  the  biginning,  2175 

I  wol,'  •  sayd  Love,  '  over  alle  thing, 
Thou  Icvo,  if  thou  wolt  [not]  be 
Fals,  and  trespasse  ageynes  me. 


j  I  curse  and  blame  generally 

I  -^le  hem  that  loven  vilany  ;  2180 

I  For  vilany  makith  vilajTi, 

,   And  by  liis  dedis  a  cherle  is  sejni. 
Thiso  vilaJ^ls  am  without  pitee, 

I   Frendshipe,  love,  and  al  bounte. 

I  I  nil  receyve  +to  my  servyse  2185 

Hem  that  ben  vilajTis  of  emprj-se. 

'  But  undirstonde  in  thyn  entont. 
That  this  is  not  myn  entendement, 
To  clepe  no  wight  in  no  ages 
Only  gentil  for  his  linages.  2190 

But  who-so  [that]  is  vertuous. 
And  in  his  port  nought  outrageous. 
Whan  sich  oon  thou  secst  thee  biforn, 
Though  lie  bo  not  gentil  born. 
Thou  mayst  wel  seyn,  this  is  fa  soth,  2ii>5 
That  he  is  gentil,  bicause  he  doth 
As  longcth  to  a  gentilman  ; 
Of  liem  non  other  deme  I  can. 
For  corteynly,  withouten  drede, 
A  cherle  is  denied  by  his  dede,  2200 

Of  hye  or  lowe,  as  j-e  may  see. 
Or  of  what  kinrede  that  he  be. 
Ne  say  nought,  for  noon  y^•el  wille, 
Thing  that  is  to  holden  stille  ; 
It  is  no  worshij)  to  misseye.  2205 

Thou  mayst  ensample  take  of  Kcye, 
That  was  somtj-me,  for  misseyiug, 
Hated  bothe  of  olde  and  ying  ; 
As  fer  as  Gaweyn,  the  worthj-, 
Was  preysed  for  his  curtesy,  2210 

Keye  was  hated,  for  he  was  fel. 
Of  word  dispitovis  and  cruel. 
"Wliei-fore  be  wj-se  and  aqueyntable. 
Goodly  of  word,  and  resonable 
Bothe  to  lesse  and  eek  to  mar.  2215 

And  whan  thou  comest  ther  men  ar, 
Loke  that  thou  have  iu  custom  ay 
First  to  salue  hem,  if  thou  may  : 
And  if  it  falle,  that  of  hem  som 
Salue  thee  first,  be  not  dom,  2220 

But  quj"te  him  curteisly  anoon 
Without  abiding,  er  thej'  goon. 

'  For  no-thing  eek  thy  tunge  applye 
To  speke  wordis  of  ribaudye. 
To  vilayn  speche  in  no  degree  2225 

Lat  never  thy  lijipo  unbounden  be. 
For  I  nought  holde  him,  in  good  feith, 
Curtej-s,  that  foule  wonlis  seilh. 
And  alle  wimmen  serve  and  preyse, 
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And  to  thy  power  liir  honour  rejse.    2J30 
And  if  that  any  missayere 
Dispyse  wimmen,  that  thou  mayst  here, 
Blame  him,  and  biddehimholdc  him  stille. 
And  set  thy  might  and  al  thy  wille 
Wimmen  and  ladies  for  to  plose,         2235 
And  to  do  thing  that  may  hem  ese, 
That  they  ever  sj^eke  good  of  thee, 
For  so  thou  mayst  best  preysed  be. 

'  Loke  fro  pryde  thou  kepe  thee  wele  ; 
For  thou  mayst  bothe  perceyv-e  and  fele. 
That  pryde  is  bothe  fuly  and  sinne  ;    2241 
And  he  that  pryde  hath,  him  withinne, 
Ne  may  his  hei-te,  in  no  wyse, 
Meken  ne  souiilen  to  servyse. 
For  pryde  is  foiTnde,  in  overj'  part,      2245 
Contrarie  unto  Loves  art. 
And  he  that  lovoth  trcwcly 
Shulde  him  contene  jolily, 
"Withouten  pryde  in  sondry  wyse, 
And  him  disgysen  in  queyntyse.  2250 

For  que,-v-i\t  arraj-,  without  en  drede, 
Is  no-thing  proud,  who  takith  hede  ; 
For  fresh  array,  as  men  may  see, 
Withouten  jiryde  may  ofte  be. 

'  Mayntene  thy-silf  aftir  thy  rent,    2255 
Of  robe  and  eek  of  garnement ; 
For  many  sythe  fair  clothing 
A  man  amendith  in  mich  thing. 
And  loke  alwey  that  they  bo  shape, 
"VMiat  garnement  that  thou  shalt  make. 
Of  him  that  can  [hem]  beste  do,  2261 

With  al  that  perteyncth  therto. 
^oyntis  and  sieves  be  wel  sittand, 
Right  and  streight  fupon  the  hand. 
Of  shoon  and  botes,  newe  and  faire,    2265 
Loke  at  the  leest  thou  have  a  paire  ; 
And  that  they  sitte  so  fetisly. 
That  these  rude  may  uttirly 
Merveyle,  sith  that  they  sitte  so  plej-n. 
How  "they  come  on  or  of  ageyn.  2270 

Were  streite  gloves,  with  faumenere 
Of  silk  ;  and  alwey  with  good  chere 
Thou  yeve,  if  thou  have  richesse  ; 
And  if  thou  have  nought,  spend  the  lesse. 
Alwey  be  merry,  if  then  may,  2275 

But  waste  not  thy  good  alway. 
Have  hat  of  floures  fresh  as  Maj', 
Chapelot  of  roses  of  Whitsonday  ; 
For  sich  array  ne  fcost  Init  lytc. 
Tliyn  hondis  wash,  thy  teeth  make  wli.vto. 


And  let  no  filthe  upon  thee  be.  2281 

Thy  nailes  blak  if  thou  mayst  see, 

Voide  it  awey  deliverly. 

And  kembe  thj-n  heed  right  jolil.^-. 

•f-Fard  not  thy  visage  iu  no  wj-se,         2285 

For  that  of  love  is  itot  th'empryse  ; 

For  love  doth  haten,  as  I  finde, 

A  beaute  that  cometh  not  of  kinde. 

Alwey  in  lierte  I  rede  thee 

Glad  and  mery  for  to  he,  2290 

And  be  as  joyful  as  thou  can  : 

Love  hath  no  joye  of  sorowful  man. 

That  j'vel  is  ful  of  curtesyo 

That  f  lauhwith  in  his  maladye  ; 

For  ever  of  love  the  siknesse  2295 

Is  meynd  with  swete  and  bittemesse. 

The  sore  of  love  is  merveihms  ; 

For  now  the  lover  [is]  joyous. 

Now  can  he  pleyne,  now  can  he  grone, 

Now  can  he  singen,  now  niaken  mone. 

To-day  he  plej^neth  for  hevinesse,        2301 

To-morowe  he  f  pleyeth  for  jolynesse. 

The  lyf  of  love  is  ful  contrarie, 

\\Tiich  stoundemele  can  ofte  varie. 

But  if  thou  canst  [som]  mirthis  make,  2305 

That  men  in  gree  M'ole  gladly  take, 

Do  it  goodly,  I  comaunde  thee  ; 

For  men  sholde,  whcr-so-ever  they  be. 

Do  thing  that  hem  [best]  sitting  is, 

For  therof  cometh  good  loos  and  pris.  2310 

Wher-of  that  thou  be  verti^ous, 

Ne  be  not  straunge  ne  daungerous. 

For  if  that  thou  good  rider  be, 

Prike  gladly,  that  men  may  se. 

In  armes  ahso  if  thou  conne,  2315 

Pursue,  til  thou  a  name  hast  wonne. 

And  if  thy  voice  be  fair  and  clere. 

Thou  shalt  makcn  no  gret  dauugere 

\Vlian  to  singe  they  goodly  preye  ; 

It  is  thy  worship  for  to  obeye.  2320 

Also  to  you  it  longith  ny 

To  harpe  and  giterne,  daunce  and  play  ; 

For  if  he  can  wel  foote  and  daunce, 

It  may  him  greetly  do  avatince. 

Among  ec'k,  for  thy  lady  sake,  2325 

Songes  and  comphijnites  that  thou  make  ; 

For  that  wol  f  meve  [hem]  in  hir  herte, 

Whan  thcj-  rcden  of  thy  smerte. 

Loke  that  no  man  for  scarce  thee  holde. 

For  tliat  may  grcvo  thee  manj'-folde.  2330 

Ilesoun  wol  that  a  lover  be 
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In  his  yiltes  more  large  and  I'rco 

Than  cherles  that  heon  not  of  loving, 

For  who  ther-of  can  any  thing, 

He  shal  be  Iccf  ay  for  to  yeve,  2335 

In  f  Loves  lore  \vho  so  woldo  leva  ; 

For  ho  that,  throiigh  a  sodeyn  sight, 

Or  for  a  kissing,  anon-right 

Yaf  hool  his  hcrte  in  wille  and  thought, 

And  to  him-silf  kopith  right  nought,  2340 

Aftir  f  swich  yift,  is  good  resoun, 

He  yovo  his  good  in  abandoun. 

'  Now  wol  I  shortly  hero  reherce, 
Of  that  [that]  I  have  seid  in  verse, 
Al  the  sentence  by  and  by,  3345 

In  wordis  fewe  compendiously, 
Tliat  thou  the  bet  maj-st  on  hem  thinke, 
Wliether-so  it  be  thou  wake  or  winke  ; 
For  [that]  the  wordis  litcl  grevo 
A  man  to  kcpe,  whanno  it  is  breve.     2350 

'  Who-so  with  Love  wol  goon  or  ryde 
He  mot  be  cxirteys,  and  void  of  pryde, 
Mcry  and  fullo  of  jolite. 
And  of  largesse  aloscd  be. 

'  First  I  joyne  thee,  here  in  penaunce. 
That  ever,  withoute  repentaunce,        2356 
Thou  set  thy  thought  in  thy  loving, 
To  laste  withoute  repenting  ; 
And  thenke  upon  thy  mirthis  swete. 
That  shal  folowe  aftir  whan  ye  mete.  2360 

'  And  for  thoii  trewe  to  love  shalt  be, 
I  wol,  and  [eek]  comaundo  thee, 
That  in  00  place  thou  sette,  al  hool, 
Thyn  herte,  withouten  halfen  dool. 
For  trecheri.e,  fin  sikcrnesse  ;  2365 

For  I  lovedo  never  doublenesse. 
To  many  his  herte  that  wol  depart, 
Everiche  shal  have  but  litel  part. 
But  of  him  drede  I  me  right  nought, 
That  in,  00  place  settith  his  thought.  2370 
Therfore  in  00  place  it  sette. 
And  let  it  never  thennes  flette. 
For  if  thou  j-evcst  it  in  lening, 
T  holde  it  but  a  wrecchid  thing  : 
Therfore  yeve  it  hool  and  quyte,  2375 

And  thou  shalt  have  the  more  merite. 
If  it  be  lent,  than  aftir  soon, 
The  bovmtee  and  the  thank  is  doon  ; 
But,  in  love,  free  yevon  thing 
Requyrith  a  gret  guerdoning.  2380 

Yeve  it  in  yift  al  quit  fully, 
And  make  thy  yift  debonairly ; 


For  men  that  yift  [wol]  holde  more  dere 

That  yeven  is  with  gladsome  chere. 

That  yift  nought  to  preisf-n  is  2385 

That  man  yevoth,  maugro  his. 

Whan  thou  hast  yevon  thyn  herte,  as  I 

Have  seid  thee  here  [al]  openly, 

Tlian  aventures  shullo  thee  falle, 

Which  hardcand  bevy  been  withalle.  2390 

For  ofto  whan  thou  bithenkist  theo 

Of  thy  loving,  wher-so  thou  be. 

Fro  folk  thou  must  depart  in  hy, 

That  noon  percej've  thy  malady. 

But  hyde  thyn  harm  thou  must  alone,2395 

And  go  forth  sole,  and  make  thy  mono. 

Thou  shalt  no  whyl  bo  in  00  stat, 

But  whylom  cold  and  whylom  hat ; 

Now  reed  as  rose,  now  yelowo  and  fade. 

Such  sorowe,  I  trowo,  thou  never  hade  ; 

Cotidien,  no  [yit]  quarteyne,  2401 

It  is  nat  so  ful  of  poyne. 

For  ofte  tymes  it  shal  falle 

In  love,  among  thy  pej-nos  alle, 

That  thou  thy-self,  al  hoollj-,  2405 

Foryeten  shalt  so  utterly. 

That  many.tymes  thou  shalt  be 

Stille  as  an  image  of  tree, 

Dom  as  a  stoon,  without  storing 

Of  foot  or  bond,  without  speking  ;       2410 

Than,  sone  after  al  thy  peyne. 

To  memorie  shalt  thou  come  ageyn, 

A[s]man  abasshed  wondre  sore. 

And  after  sighen  more  and  more. 

For  wit  thou  wel,  withouten  wene,      2415 

In  swich  astat  ful  oft  have  been 

Tliat  have  the  yvel  of  love  assayd, 

VVher-through  thou  art  so  dismayd. 

'  After,  a  thought  shal  take  thee  so, 
That  thy  lovo  is  to  fer  theo  fro  :  2420 

Thou  shalt  say,  "  God,  what  may  this  be, 
That  I  ne  may  my  lady  see  ? 
Myne  herto  aloon  is  to  hor  go, 
And  I  abydo  al  solo  in  wo. 
Departed  fro  myn  owne  thought,         2425 
And  with  myne  eyen  see  right  nought. 
Alas,  myn  ej-cTi  -f-sende  I  ne  may, 
My  careful  herte  to  convaj- ! 
MjTi  hertes  gyde  but  they  be, 
I  praise  no-thing  what  ever  they  see.  2430 
Shul they  abyde  thanne  ?  nay ;  / 
Bitt  goon  -f-visyte  without  delay 
That  mjTi  herte  desyreth  so. 
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For  certeynly,  biit-if  they  go, 

A  fool  my-sclf  I  may  wcl  liolde,  2435 

Whan  I  ne  see  what  myn  herte  wolde. 

Wlierfore  I  wol  gon  her  to  seen, 

Or  esed  shal  I  never  been, 

Bnt  I  have  som  tokening." 

Then  gost  thou  forth  withovit  dwelling  ; 

But  ofte  thou  fay  lest  of  thy  desyre,     2441 

Er  thou  mayst  come  hir  any  nere, 

And  wastest  in  vayn  thy  passage. 

Than  fallest  thou  in  a  newe  rage  ; 

For  wante  of  sight  tliou  ginnest  morne, 

And  horn  ward  pensif  dost  retorne.      2446 

In  greet  mischeef  than  shalt  thou  be, 

For  than  agayn  shal  come  to  thee 

Sighes  and  pleyntes,  with  newe  wo. 

That  no  icching  prikketh  so.  2450 

^Vho  wot  it  nought,  he  may  go  lere 

Of  hem  that  byen  love  so  dere. 

'  No-thing  th3'n  herte  appesen  may, 
That  oft  thou  wolt  goon  and  assay, 
If  thou  mayst  seen,  by  aventure,  2455 

Thy  lyves  joy,  thjTi  hertis  cure  ; 
So  that,  by  grace  if  thou  might 
Atteyne  of  hir  to  have  a  siglij. 
Than  shalt  thoix  doon  non  otlier  dedc 
But  with  that  sight  tliyn  ej'en  fede,  2460 
That  faire  fresh  whan  thou  mayst  see, 
Tliyn  herte  shal  so  ravisshed  be. 
That  never  thou  woldest,  thy  thankis,  lete, 
Ne  remove,  for  to  see  that  swete. 
The  more  thou  seest  in  sothfastnesse,  2465 
Tlie  more  thou  -j-coveytest  of  that  swet- 

nesse  ; 
Tlie  more  thyn  herte  brenneth  in  fyr, 
The  more  thyn  herte  is  in  desjT, 
For  who  considreth  every  del, 
It  maj-  be  lykned  wondir  wel,  2470 

The  peyne  of  love,  unto  a  fere  ; 
For  ever  [the]  more  thou  neighest  nere 
■[•Thought,  or  who-so  tlaat  it  be. 
For  verray  sothe  I  telle  it  thee, 
The  hatter  ever  shal  thou  brenne,       2475 
As  exj)erienco  shal  thee  kennc. 
'\Vliei--so  [thou]  comest  in  any  cost, 
Who  is  next  fyr,  he  brenneth  most. 
And  yit  forsothe,  for  al  thyn  hete. 
Though  thou  for  love  swelte  and  swete, 
Ne  for  no-thing  thou  felen  may,  2481 

Thou  shalt  nf)t  willen  to  passe  away. 
And  thougli  thou  go,  yet  must  thee  nede 


Tlienke  al-day  on  hir  fairhede. 

Whom  thou  bihelde  with  so  good  wille  ; 

And  holde  thyself  bigyled  ille,  2486 

That  thou  ne  haddest  non  hardement 

To  shewe  hir  ought  of  thyn  eutent. 

Thyn  herte  ful  sore  thou  wolt  disiiyse. 

And  cole  repreve  of  cowardyse,  2490 

That  thou,  so  dulle  in  every  thing. 

Were  dom  for  drede,  without  speldng. 

Thou  shalt  eels  thenke  thou  didest  foly. 

That  tliou  wert  hir  so  faste  by. 

And  durst  not  auntre  thee  to  say        2495 

Som-thing,  er  thou  cam  away  ; 

For  thou  haddist  no  more  wonne. 

To  speke  of  hir  whan  thou  bigonne  : 

But  tyif  she  wolde,  for  thy  sake. 

In  amies  goodly  thee  have  take,  2500 

It  shulilo  have  be  more  worth  to  thee 

Than  of  tresour  greet  plentee. 

'  Thus  shalt  thou  morne  and  eek  com- 
yleyn, 
And  gete  enchesoun  to  goon  ageyn 
Unto  thy  walk,  or  to  thy  place,  2505 

Where  thou  biheld  hir  fleshly  face. 
And  never,  for  fals  suspeccioun, 
Thou  woldest  finde  occasioun 
For  to  gon  unto  hir  hous. 
So  art  thou  thanne  desirous   •  2510 

A  sight  of  hir  for  to  have, 
If  thou  thine  honour  mightest  save, 
Or  any  erand  mightist  make 
Thider,  for  thy  loves  sake  ; 
Ful  fayn  thou  woldist,  but  for  drede  2515 
Thou  gost  not,  lest  that  men  take  hede. 
Wlierfore  I  redo,  in  thy  going. 
And  also  in  thjai  ageyn-coming. 
Thou  be  wel  war  that  men  ne  wit ; 
Fej-ne  thee  other  cause  than  it  2520 

To  go  that  weye,  or  faste  by  ; 
To  hele  wel  is  no  folj^e. 
And  if  so  be  it  liappe  thee 
That  thou  vhy  love  ther  mayst  see, 
In  siker  vryso  thou  hir  salewo,  2525 

'WTierwith  thy  c(jlour  wol  transmewe. 
And  eke  thy  blood  shal  al  to-quake, 
Thj-  hewe  eok  chaungen  for  hir  sake. 
But  word  and  wit,  with  chere  ful  pale, 
Shul  wante  for  to  telle  thy  tale.  2530 

And  if  thou  mayst  so  fer-forth  winne, 
That  thou  [thy]  rcsoun  durst  biginne. 
And  woldist  seyn  three  thingis  or  mo, 
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Thou  shalt  fill  scarsly  sej-n  the  two. 
Thotigh  thou  bithenko  theo  never  so  'wel, 
Tlion  shalt  foryoto  yit  somdel,  25,16 

Bnt-if  tlioii  dolo  with  trcchprj-e. 
For  fals  lovers  mowo  al  I'olyo 
SejTi,  vhat  hem  Inst,  withonten  drede, 
Tliey  bo  so  double  in  hir  falshede  ;      254.0 
For  they  in  herte  cnnne  thenko  a  thing 
And  seyn  another,  in  liir  spoking-. 
And  whan  thy  speche  is  endid  al, 
Right  thus  to  thee  it  shal  bifal ; 
If  any  word  than  come  to  minde,         2545 
Tliat  thou  to  scye  hast  left  bihindo. 
Than  thou  shalt  brenne  in  greet  martyr  ; 
For  thou  shalt  brenue  as  any  fyr. 
This  is  the  sti-yf  and  eke  the  aflfray, 
And  the  batail  that  lastith  ay.  2550 

This  bargeyn  ende  may  never  take, 
But-if  that  she  thy  pees  wil  make. 

'  And  whan  the  night  is  comcn,  anon 
A  thousand  angres  shal  come  upon. 
To  boddo  as  fast  thou  wolt  thee  dight,  2555 
Wliere  thou  shalt  have  but  smal  delyt  ; 
For  whan  thou  wenest  for  to  slepe, 
So  f\\\  of  peyne  shalt  thoti  crepe, 
Sterte  in  thy  bedde  aViouto  ful  wyde, 
And  tumc  ful  ofte  on  every  syde  ;       2560 
Now  downward  groffe,  and  now  upright, 
And  walowe  in  wo  the  longe  night ; 
Tliyno  armis  shalt  thou  sprede  abrede, 
As  man  in  werre  were  tforwerreyd. 
Than  slial  tlice  come  a  remembraunce 
Of  hir  shape  and  hir  semblaunce         2566 
Wlierto  non  other  may  be  pere. 
And  wito  thou  wel,  withoiite  were, 
Tliat  thee  shal  f  seme,  somtyme  that  night, 
That  tlion  hast  hir,  that  is  so  bright,  2570 
Naked  bitweno  thj-n  armes  there, 
Al  sothfastnesse  as  though  it  were. 
Thoti  shalt  make  castels  than  in  Spayne, 
And  dreme  of  joj'C,  al  but  in  vaj"ne. 
And  theo  delj'ten  of  right  nought,        2575 
Whyl  thou  so  slonirest  in  that  thought, 
That  is  so  swete  and  delitable, 
The  which,  in  soth,  nis  but  a  fable, 
For  it  no  shal  no  whylo  laste. 
Than  shalt  thou  sighe  and  wepe  faste,  2580 
And  say,  "  Dero  god,  what  thing  is  this  ? 
My  dreme  is  turned  al  amis, 
Which  was  ful  s^vcte  and  apparent, 
But  now  I  wake,  it  is  al  sheut 


Now  yede  this  mery  thought  away  !     2585 

Twenty  tymes  upon  a  day 

I  woldo  this  thought  wolde  como  agoyn. 

For  it  alleggith  wel  mj-  pejTi. 

It  makith  mo  ful  of  joj-liil  thought. 

It  sleeth  me,.that  it  lastith  noglit.       2590 

A.  lord  !  -why  nil  ye  me  socouro. 

The  joye,  I  trowe,  that  I  langoure? 

The  doth  I  wolde  me  shulde  slo 

Whyl  I  Ij-e  in  hir  armes  two. 

Myn  harm  is  hard,  withouten  wene,  1595 

My  gi-eet  unese  ful  ofte  I  mene. 

But  wolde  Love  do  so  I  might 

Have  fully  joye  of  hir  so  bright. 

My  peyne  were  quit  me  richelj". 

Alias,  to  greet  a  thing  aske  I !  260G 

It  is  but  foly,  and  wrong  wening. 

To  aske  so  outragcoi^s  a  thing. 

And  who-so  askith  folily, 

He  moot  be  warned  hastily  ; 

And  I  ne  wot  what  I  may  say,  2603 

I  am  so  fer  oiit  of  the  way  ; 

For  I  wolde  have  ful  grot  Ij'king 

And  ful  gret  joye  of  lasse  thing. 

For  wolde  she,  of  hirgentilnesse, 

Withouten  more,  me  onis  kesse,  2610 

It  were  to  me  a  greet  guerdoun, 

Eelees  of  al  my  passiouu. 

But  it  is  hard  to  come  therto  ; 

Al  is  but  foly  that  I  do. 

So  high  I  have  myn  herte  set,  2615 

Where  I  may  no  comfort  get. 

fl  noot  wher  I  sey  wel  or  nought  ; 

But  this  I  wot  wel  in  my  thought. 

That  it  were  f  bet  of  hir  aloon, 

For  to  stinte  my  wo  and  moon,  2620 

A  loke  on  fme  y-cast  goodlj-, 

-f-Than  for  to  have,  al  utterly, 

Of  another  al  hool  the  pley. 

A  !  lord  !  wher  I  shal  byde  the  day 

That  ever  she  shal  my  lady  be  ?  2625 

He  is  ful  cvired  that  may  hir  see. 

A  !  god  !  whan  shal  the  dawning  spring  ?  « 

To  fly  thus  is  an  angry  thing  ; 

J  have  no  joye  thus  here  to  ly 

Whan  that  my  love  is  not  me  hy,        2630 

A  man  to  lyen  hath  gret  disese, 

"Wniich  may  not  slepe  ne  rest*  in  esa 

I  wolde  it  dawed,  and  were  now  day, 

And  that  the  night  were  went  away  ; 

For  were  it  day.  I  wolde  uprj-se.  2635 


28 


ZU  (Homauni  of  t^e  (Hoee. 


[Fkagmekt  R 


A  !  slowo  Sonne,  shew  thjni  eiipryse  ! 
Speed  thee  to  sprede  thy  bemis  hrif^ht, 
And  chace  the  derknesse  of  tlie  night, 
To  putte  away  the  stoundes  stronge. 
Which  in  me  hasten  al  to  longe."        2640 

'  The  night  shalt  thou  coatcne  so, 
"Withoute  rest,  in  peyne  and  wo  ; 
If  ever  thoii  knewe  of  love  distrcsse, 
Thou  shalt  mowe  lerne  in  that  siknesse. 
And  thixs  enduring  shalt  thou  ly,        2645 
And  ryse  on  niorwe  up  erly 
Out  of  thy  bedde,  and  harneys  tliee 
Er  ever  dawning  thou  niayst  see. 
Al  privily  than  shalt  thou  goon, 
Wliat  f  weder  it  be,  thy-silf  aloon,       2650 
For  reyn,  or  hayl,  for  snow,  for  slete, 
Thider  she  dwell ith  that  is  so  swete, 
The  which  may  ialle  aslope  be. 
And  thenkith  but  litel  upon  thee. 
Than  shalt  thou  goon,  fulfoulc  aferd  ;  2655 
Loke  if  the  gate  be  unsijerd, 
And  waite  without  in  wo  and  peyn, 
Ful  yvel  a-colde  in  winde  and  reyn. 
Than  shal  thou  go  the  dore  bifore. 
If  thou  maist  fynde  any  score,  2660 

Or  hole,  or  reft,  what  ever  it  were  ; 
Than  shalt  thou  stoupe,  and  lay  to  ere. 
If  they  within  a-slepe  be  ; 
I  mene,  alle  save  thy  lady  free. 
Wliom  waking  if  thou  niayst  aspye,    2665 
Go  i)ut  thy-silf  in  jupartye. 
To  aske  grace,  and  thee  bimene. 
That  slie  may  wife,  withoviten  wene. 
That  thou  [ajnight  no  rest  hast  had. 
So  sore  for  hir  thou  were  bistad.  2670 

Wommon  wel  ought  pite  to  take 
Of  hem  that  sorwen  for  hir  sake. 
And  loke,  for  love  of  that  relyke. 
That  thou  thenke  non  other  lyke, 
For  f  whom  thou  hast  so  greet  annoy,  2675 
i  Shal  kisso  thee  er  thou  go  away. 
And  hold  that  in  ful  gret  deyntee. 
And,  for  that  no  man  shal  thee  see 
Bifore  the  hous,  ne  in  the  way, 
Loke  thou  be  goon  ageyn  er  day.         2680 
Suche  coming,  and  such  going, 
Such  lievdnosse,  and  such  walking, 
Makith  lovers,  withouten  wene. 
Under  hir  clothes  pale  and  lene, 
For  Love  leveth  colour  ne  cleemesse  ;  2685 
Who  loveth  trewe  hath  no  fatnesse. 


ThoxT  shalt  wel  by  thy-selfe  see 
That  thou  must  nedia  assayed  be. 
For  men  that  shape  hem  other  wey 
Falsly  her  ladies  to  bitray,  ■  2690 

It  is  no  wonder  though  they  be  fat ; 
With  false  othcs  hir  loves  they  gat ; 
For  oft  I  see  suche  losengeours 
Fatter  than  abbatis  or  priourg. 

'  Yet  with  o  thing  I  thee  charge,      2695 
That  is  to  seye,  that  thou  be  large 
Unto  the  mayd  that  hir  doth  serve. 
So  best  hir  thank  thou  shalt  deserve. 
Yeve  hir  yiftes,  and  get  hir  grace, 
For  so  thou  may  [hir]  thank  pvirchace,27oo 
Tliat  she  thee  worthy  holde  and  free. 
Thy  lady,  and  alle  that  may  thee  see. 
Also  hir  servauntes  worshipe  ay. 
And  plese  as  muche  as  thou  may  ; 
Gret  good  through  hem  may  come  to  thee, 
Bicause  with  hir  they  been  prive.         zyoCt 
They  shal  hir  telle  how  they  thee  fand 
Curteis  and  wys,  and  wel  doand, 
And  she  shal  preyse  [thee]  wel  the  fmare. 
Loke  out  of  londe  thou  be  not  ffare  ;  2710 
And  if  such  cause  thou  have,  that  thee 
Bihoveth  fgon  out  of  contree, 
Levo  hool  thyn  herte  in  hostage. 
Til  thon  ageyn  make  thy  passage. 
Thenk  long  to  see  the  swete  thing       2715 
That  hath  thyii  herte  in  hir  keping. 

'  Now  have  I  told  thee,  ia  what  wyse  . 
A  lover  shal  do  me  servyse. 
Do  it  than,  if  thou  wolt  have 
The  medo  that  tliou  attir  crave.'  2720 

Wlian  Love  al  this  had  bodcn  me, 
I  seide  him  : — '  Sire,  how  may  it  be 
That  lovers  may  in  such  manere 
Endure  the  peyne  ye  have  seid  here  ? 
I  merveyle  me  wonder  faste,  2725 

How  any  man  may  live  or  laste 
In  such  peyne,  and  such  brenning. 
In  sorwe  and  thought,  and  such  sighing, 
Ay  unrelesed  wo  to  m^ke. 
Whether  so  it  be  they  slope  or  wake.  2730 
In  such  annoy  continuely. 
As  helpe  me  god,  this  merveile  I, 
How  man,  but  he  were  maad  of  stele, 
Might  live  a  month,  such  peynes  to  fele.'i 

The  God  of  Love  than  seide  me,        273^ 
'  Froond,  by  the  foith  I  owe  to  thee, 
May  no  man  have  good,  but  he  it  by. 
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A  man  loveth  more  tendirly 

The  thing  that  ho  hath  bought  most  tlere. 

For  wite  thou  wel,  withouteii  were,     2740 

In  thank  that  thing  is  taken  more, 

For  ■which  a  man  hath  sutired  sore. 

Certis,  no  wo  ne  maj-  atteyne 

Unto  the  soro  of  loves  peyne. 

Non  j-\-el  therto  ne  may  amounte,        2745 

No  more  than  a  man  [may]  counts 

The  dropes  that  of  the  water  be. 

For  drye  as  wel  the  grcte  see 

Tljou  mightist,  as  the  harmes  telle 

Of_henx  that  wdth  Love  dwelle  2750 

In  sor\yse  ;  for  jiejiie  hem  sleuth, 

And  that  ech  man  wolde  flee  the  deeth, 

And  trowe  they  shiUde  never  escape, 

Nere  that  hope  couthe  hem  make 

Glad  as  man  in  prisouu  set,  2755 

And  may  not  geten  for  to  et 

But  barly-breed,  and  watir  pure, 

And  lyeth  in  vermin  and  in  ordure  ; 

With  alle  this,  yit  can  he  live, 

Good  hope  such  comfort  hath  him  yive, 

Which  maketh  wene  that  he  shal  be  2761 

Delivered  and  come  to  liberte  ; 

In  fortune  is  [his]  fulle  tiiist. 

Though  he  lye  in  strawe  or  dust, 

In  hope  is  al  his  sustej-ning.  2765 

And  so  for  lovers,  in  hir  wening, 

Whiche  Love  hath  shit  in  his  prisoun  ; 

Good-Hope  is  hir  salvacioun. 

Good-Hope,  how  sore  that  they  smerte, 

Yeveth  hen\  bothe  wille  and  herte       2770 

To  profre  hir  body  to  martyre  ; 

For  Hope  so  sore  doth  hem  desj^'e 

To  sutFre  ech  harni  that  men  de^yse, 

For  joj-e  that  faftir  shal  arj-se. 

'  Hope,  in  desire  [to]  cacche  ■sactorie  ; 
In  Hope,  of  love  is  al  the  glorie,  2776 

For  Hope  is  a]  that  love  may  jive  ; 
Nere  Hope,  ther  shiilde  no  lover  live. 
Blessid  be  Hope,  which  with  desyre 
A^-annceth  lo\-ers  in  such  manere.       2780 
Good-Hope  is  curteis  for  to  plese, 
To  kepe  lovers  from  al  disese. 
Hope  kepith  his  lond,  and  wol  abyde, 
For  any  peril  that  may  betyde  ; 
For  Hope  to  lovers,  as  most  cheef,       27S5 
Doth  hem  endure[n]  al  mischeef ; 
Hope  is  her  help,  whan  mister  is. 
And  I  shal  j-eve  thee  eek,  y-wis, 


Three  other  thingis,  that  greet  solas 
Doth  to  hem  that  be  in  my  las.  2700 

'  The  first[e]  gootl  that  may  be  founde. 
To  hem  that  in  nij-  lace  be  lx)unde, 
Is  Swete-Thought,  for  to  recorde 
Thing  wherwith  thou  canst  accorde 
Best  in  thjTi  herte,  wher  she  be  ;  2795 

•fThought  in  absence  is  good  to  thee. 
Whan  any  lover  doth  compleyne, 
And  liveth  in  distresse  and  peyno. 
Than  Swete-Thought  shal  come,  as  blyve, 
Awey  his  angre  for  to  di-j've.  2800 

It  makith  lovers  have  remembraunce 
Of  comfort,  and  of  high  jilesaiince. 
That  Hope  hath  hight  him  for  to  winne 
For  Thought  anoon  than  shal  bigiune. 
As  fer,  god  wot,  as  he  can  findc,  2805 

To  make  a  mirrour  of  his  minde  ; 
For  to  biholde  he  wol  not  lette. 
Hir  person  he  shal  afore  him  sette, 
Hir  laughing  eyen,  persaunt  and  clere, 
Hir  shape,  hir  fournie,  hir  goodly  chere, 
Hir  mouth  that  is  so  gracious,  281 1 

So  swete,  and  eek  so  saverons  ; 
Of  alio  hir  fetures  he  shal  take  hede, 
His  eyen  with  alio  hir  limes  fede. 

'  Thus  Swete-Thenking  shal  aswage  2815 
The  peyne  of  lovers,  and  hir  rage. 
Thy  joye  shal  double,  withoute  gesse. 
Whan  thou  thenkist  on  hir  semlinesse, 
Or  of  hir  laugliing,  or  of  hir  chere. 
That  to  thee  made  thy  lady  dere.         2820 
This  comfort  wol  I  that  thou  take  ; 
And  if  the  next  thou  wolt  forsake 
Which  is  not  lesse  saverous, 
Thou  shuldist  f  been  to  daungerous. 

'  The  seeounde  shal  be  Swete-Speche, 
That  hath  to  many  oon  be  leche,         2826 
To  bringe  hem  out  of  wo  and  were, 
And  helpe  many  a  bachilere  ; 
And  many  a  ladj-  sent  socoure, 
That  have  loved  par-amour,  2830 

Through   speking,    whan  they    mighten 

here 
Of  hir  lovers,  to  hem  so  dere. 
To  fhcm  it  voidith  al  hir  smerte, 
The  which  is  closed  in  hir  herte. 
In  herte  it  makith  hem  glad  and  light, 
Speche,  whan  they  mowe  have  sight.  2836 
And  tlierfore  now  it  cometh  to  mindc 
In  olde  dawes,  as  I  finde, 
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That  clerkis  wTiten  that  hir  knewe, 

Thcr  -was  a  lady  fresh  of  hewe,  2841) 

AVhich  of  hir  love  made  a  song, 

On  him  for  to  remembre  among, 

In  which  she  seide,  '•  Whan  that  I  here 

Spekeu  of  him  that  is  so  dere, 

To  me  it  voiilith  al  [my]  smerte,  2845 

Y-wis,  he  sit  so  uere  myn  herte. 

To  speke  of  him,  at  eve  or  morvve, 

It  cvux'th  me  of  al  my  sorwe. 

To  me  is  uoou  so  high  plesaunce 

As  of  his  persone  daliannce."  2850 

She  wist  ful  wel  that  Swete-Speking 

Comfortith  in  ful  muche  thing. 

Hir  love  she  had  fnl  wel  assayed, 

Of  him  she  was  ful  wel  apayed  ; 

To  speke  of  him  hir  joye  was  set.  2855 

Therfore  I  rede  thee  that  thou  get 

A  felowe  that  can  wel  concele 

And  kepe  thy  counsel,  and  wel  hele, 

To  whom  go  shewe  hoolly  thyn  herte, 

Bothe  wele  and  wo,  joye  and  smerte  :  2860 

To  gete  comfort  to  him  thou  go, 

And  privily,  between  yow  two, 

Ye  shal  speke  of  that  goodly  thing. 

That  hath  thyu  herte  in  hir  keping ; 

Of  hir  beaiite  and  liir  semblaunce,       2865 

And  of  hir  goodly  counteuaunce. 

Of  al  thy  state  thou  shalt  him  sey, 

And  aske  him.  couuseil  how  thou  may 

Do  anj-  thing  that  may  hir  plese  ; 

For  it  to  thee  shal  do  gret  cse,  2870 

That  he  may  wite  thou  trust  him  so, 

Bothe  of  thy  wele  and  of  thy  wo. 

And  if  his  herte  to  love  be  set. 

His  comxaauye  is  muche  the  bet. 

For  resoun  wol,  he  shewe  to  thee        2875 

Al  uttirlj'  his  p^i^•ite  ; 

And  what  she  is  he  loveth  so, 

To  thee  pk-j-iily  he  shal  undo, 

Withoute  drede  of  any  shame, 

Bothe  telle  hir  renoun  and  hir  name.  2880 

Than  shal  he  forther,  ferre  and  nere, 

And  namely  to  thy  lady  dere. 

In  siker  wyse  ;  ye,  every  other 

JShal  helpen  as  his  owne  brother, 

In  trouthe  withoute  doublenesse,      ■  2885 

And  kepen  cloos  in  sikernesse. 

For  it  is  noble  thing,  in  fay, 

T<j  have  a  man  thou  darst  say 

Thj'  prive  counsel  cverj'  del ; 


For  that  wol  comfort  thee  right  wol,  2890 
And  thou  shalt  holde  thee  wel  apayed. 
Whan  such  a  freend  thou  hast  assayed. 

'  The  thridde  good  of  greet  comfort 
That  yeveth  to  lovers  most  disport, 
Comitli  of  sight  and  biholding,  2895 

That  clepid  is  Swete-Loking, 
The  whiche  maj'  noon  ese  do, 
AVhan  thou  art  fer  thy  lady  fro  ; 
"Wherfore  thou  prese  alwey  to  be 
In  place,  whore  thou  mayst  hir  se.      2900 
For  it  is  thing  most  ameroits. 
Most  dolitable  and  saverotts, 
For  to  aswage  a  mannes  sorowe. 
To  sene  liis  lady  by  the  morowe. 
For  it  is  a  ful  noble  tliinge  2905 

AVlian  thyu  eyen  have  meting 
With  that  relyke  precioiis, 
Wherof  they  be  so  desirous. 
But  al  day  after,  soth  it  is. 
They  have  no  drede  to  faren  amis,      2910 
They  dreden  neither  wind  ne  reyn, 
Ne  [yit]  non  other  manor  pejoi. 
For  whan  thyn  eyen  were  thus  in  blis, 
Yit  of  hir  curtesj'e,  y-wis, 
Aloon  they  can  not  have  hir  joye,       2915 
But  to  the  herte  the3'  [it]  convoye  ; 
Part  of  hir  blis  to  him  fthey  sonde, 
Of  al  this  harm  to  make  an  eude. 
The  ej-e  is  a  good  messaugere, 
"WTiich  can  to  the  herte  in  such  manere 
Tidyngis  sonde,  that  [he]  hath  seen,    2921 
To  voide  him  of  his  pej-nes  cleen. 
AVherof  the  herte  rei"  'yseth  so 
That  a  gret  party  of  his  wo 
Is  voided,  and  put  awey  to  flight.        2925 
Eight  as  the  derknesse  of  the  night 
Is  chased  with  clereuesse  of  the  mone, 
Kight  so  is  al  Ixis  wo  ful  sone 
Devoided  clone,  whan  that  the  sight 
Biholden  may  that  fresshe  wight         2930 
That  the  herte  desyreth  so, 
That  al  his  derknesse  is  ago  ; 
For  than  the  herte  is  al  at  ese. 
Whan  thoy  seen  tliat  [that]  may  hem  plese. 

'  Now  have  I  +thoo  declared  al-out,  2935 
Of  that  thou  were  in  drede  and  dout  j 
For  I  have  told  thee  foithfuUy 
What  thee  may  ciircu  iitterlj', 
And  alle  lovers  that  wole  be 
Fcithful,  and  ful  of  stabilite.  2940 
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Good-Hope  ahvoy  kcpo  by  thy  sycle, 
And  Swete-Thonght  make  eck  abyde, 
Swete-Loking  and  Swetc-Spochc ; 
Of  alio  thyn  harmps  tliey  shal  bo  leche. 
Of  every  thou  shalt  have  greet  plcsavincc  ; 
If  thou  canst  byde  in  sufieraunce,       2946 
And  serve  wel  without  fe.yntyse, 
Thou  shalt  be  quit  of  thyn  cmpryso, 
'\\'ith  more  guerdoun,  it  that  thon  live  ; 
But  al  this  tyme  this  I  thee  yive.'       21x50 

The  God  of  Love  whan  al  the  day 
Had  taught  me,  as  ye  have  herd  say, 
And  enfourmed  compendiously. 
Ho  ^•anished  awey  al  sodeynly, 
And  I  alone  lefte,  al  sole,  2955 

So  ful  of  compleynt  and  of  dole, 
For  I  saw  no  other  man  ther  me  by. 
My  woundes  me  greved  wondirly  ; 
Mo  for  to  curen  no-thing  I  knew, 
Save  the  botoun  bright  of  how,  2960 

Wheron  was  "set  hooUy  my  thought ; 
Of  other  comfort  knew  I  nought, 
But  it  were  through  the  God  of  Love  ; 
I  knew  nat  elles  to  my  bihove 
That  might  me  ese  or  comfort  gete,    2965 
But-if  he  Avolde  him  cntermete. 

The  roser  was,  withoute  doute, 
Closed  with  an  hegge  withoute. 
As  ye  to-forn  have  herd  me  sejTi : 
And  fast  I  bisied,  and  woldo  faj-n        2070 
Have  iiassed  the  haye,  if  I  might 
Have  geten  in  by  any  slight 
Uuto  the  botoun  so  fair  to  see. 
But  ever  I  dradde  blamed  to  be, 
If  men  wolde  have  suspeccioiin  2975 

That  I  wolde  of  entencioun 
Have  stole  the  roses  that  ther  were  ; 
Therfore  to  entre  I  was  in  fere. 
But  at  the  last,  as  I  bithought 
Whether  I  sholde  passe  or  nought,     2980 
I  saw  com  with  a  gladdo  cherc 
To  me,  a  lusty  bachelere, 
Ot  good  stature,  and  of  good  hight. 
And  Bialacoil  forsothe  he  liight. 
Sone  he  was  to  Curtesy,  2985 

And  he  mo  gravmted  ful  gladly 
The  passage  of  the  outer  hay, 
And  seide  : — '  Sir,  how  that  yc  may 
Passe,  if  [it]  your  wille  be, 
The  fresshe  roser  for  to  see,  2990 

And  je  the  swcte  sa^oui-  fele. 


Your  f  warrant  may  [I  be]  right  wcle  ; 

So  thou  thee  kcpo  fro  folj-e, 

Shal  no  man  do  thee  ^•ilanJ•e. 

If  I  may  helpe  you  in  ought,  2995 

I  shal  not  feyuo,  dredeth  nought ; 

For  I  am  bounde  to  your  serv-j'se, 

Fully  devoide  of  feyntyse.' 

Tlian  unto  Bialacoil  saide  I, 

'  I  thank  you,  sir,  ful  hcrtely,  3<xx) 

And  your  biheest  [I]  take  at  gree, 

That  ye  so  goodly  profer  me  ; 

To  you  it  cometh  of  greet  fraunehyse. 

That  ye  me  profer  your  sersyse.' 

Than  aftir,  lul  deliverly,  3(jo5 

Through  the  breres  anoon  wente  I, 

Wlierof  encombred  was  the  hay. 

I  was  wcl  plesod,  the  soth  to  say. 

To  see  the  lx)toun  fair  and  swote. 

So  fresshe  spronge  out  of  the  rote.       3010 

And  Bialacoil  me  served  wel, 
\Vlian  I  so  nj-gh  me  mighte  fele 
Of  the  botoun  the  swete  odour, 
And  so  lusty  hewed  of  colour. 
But  than  a  cherl  (foule  him  bityde  !)  3015 
Bisyde  tlio  roses  gan  him  hj-de, 
To  kepe  the  roses  of  that  rosei', 
Of  whom  the  name  was  Daunger. 
This  cherl  was  hid  there  in  the  greves. 
Covered  with  grasse  and  with  leves,   3020 
To  spye  and  take  whom  that  he  fond 
Unto  that  roser  putte  an  bond. 
He  was  not  sole,  for  ther  was  mo  ; 
For  with  him  were  other  two 
Of  wikked  manors,  and  yvel  fame.       3025 
That  oon  was  clepid,  bj'  his  name, 
Wikked-Tonge,  god  j-eve  him  sorwe.' 
For  neither  at  eve,  ne  at  morwe. 
He  can  of  no  man  [no]  good  spoke  , 
On  many  a  just  man  doth  he  wreke.  3030 
Ther  was  a  womman  eek,  that  hight 
Shame,  that,  who  can  rcken  right, 
Trespas  v.as  hir  fadir  name, 
Hir  moder  Eesoun  ;  and  thus  was  Shame 
[On  Ij've]  brought  of  these  ilk  two.       3035 
And  yet  had  Trespas  ne\er  ado 
With  Eesoun,  ne  never  ley  hir  by, 
He  was  so  hidous  and  ugly, 
I  meue,  this  that  Trespas  hight  ; 
But  Eesoun  coneeyveth,  of  a  sight,     3040 
Shame,  of  that  I  spak  aforn. 
And  whan  that  Shame  was  thus  born, 
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It  was  ordeyned,  that  Chastitee 

Shiilde  of  the  roser  lady  be, 

Which,  oftho  botoims  more  and  las,  3045 

"\\'it}i  soiidry  folk  assailed  was, 

Tliat  she  ne  wiste  vhat  to  do. 

For  Venus  hir  assailith  so, 

That  night  and  day  from  hir  she  stal 

Botouns  and  roses  over-al.  3050 

To  Kesoun  than  prayeth  Chastitee, 

Whom  Yenus  •f-flemed  over  the  see. 

That  she  hir  doughter  wolde  hir  lene. 

To  kepe  the  roser  fresh  and  grene, 

Anoon  Kosoun  to  Chastitee  3055 

Is  fully  assented  that  it  he, 

And  grauntid  hir,  at  hir  request, 

That  Shame,  bicause  she  is  honest, 

Shal  keper  of  the  roser  be. 

And  thtis  to  kepe  it  ther  were  three,  3060 

That  noon  shulde  hardy  be  no  bold 

(Were  he  yong,  or  were  he  old) 

Agej-n  hir  wille  awey  to  here 

Botouns  ne  roses,  that  ther  were. 

I  had  wel  sped,  had  I  not  been  3065 

Awa>-ted  with  these  three,  and  seen. 

For  Bialacoil,  that  was  so  fair. 

So  gracious  and  debonair, 

Quitte  hini  to  me  fvil  curteisly. 

And,  me  to  plese,  bad  that  I  3070 

Shuld  drawe  me  to  the  botoun  nere  ; 

Prese  in,  to  touche  the  rosere 

Which  bar  tlie  roses,  h'^  yaf  me  leve  ; 

This  graunt  ne  might  but  litel  greve. 

And  for  he  saw  it  13'ked  me,  3075 

Eight  nygh  the  botoun  pullede  he 

A  leef  al  grene,  and  yaf  me  that. 

The  which  ful  nygh  the  botoun  sat ; 

I  made  [nae]  of  that  leef  ful  queynt. 

And  whan  I  felte  I  was  aqueynt  3080 

With  Bialacoil,  and  so  prive, 

I  wende  al  at  my  wille  had  be. 

Then  wex  I  harily  for  to  tel 

To  Bialacoil  how  me  bifel 

Of  Love,  that  took  and  wounded  me,  3085 

And  seide  :  '  Sir,  so  mote  I  thee, 

I  may  no  joye  have  in  no  wyse, 

Upon  no  sj-de,  but  it  ryse  ; 

For  sithe  (if  I  shal  not  foyne) 

In  herte  I  have  had  so  gret  peyne,      3090 

So  gret  annoy,  and  such  affray. 

That  I  ne  wot  ^vlult  I  shal  say  ; 

I  drede  j-oiu'  wrath  to  disser\-e. 


Lever  me  were,  that  knyves  korve 

My  body  shulde  in  pecis  smalle,  3095 

Than  in  any  wj'sc  it  shulde  falle 

That  ye  wratthed  shulde  been  with  me.' 

'  Sey  boldely  thy  wille,'  quod  he, 

'  I  nil  be  wroth,  if  that  I  may,  3099 

For  nought  that  thou  shalt  to  me  say.' 

Thanno  seide  I,  '  Sir,  not  yoii  disjilese 
To  knowen  of  my  greet  unese. 
In  which  only  love  hath  me  brought  ; 
For  peynes  greet,  disese  and  thought. 
Fro  day  to  day  he  doth  me  drj'e  ;         3105 
Supposeth  not,  sir,  tliat  I  lye. 
In  me  fj'\'e  woundes  dide  he  make. 
The  sore  of  whiche  shal  never  slake 
But  ye  the  botoun  graunte  me. 
Which  is  most  passaunt  of  beautee,    31 10 
My  lyf,  my  deth,  and  my  martyre, 
And  tresour  that  I  most  desyre.' 

Than  BialacoU,  affrayed  all, 
Seyde,  '  Sir,  it  may  not  fall  ^ 
That  ye  desire,  it  may  not  "j-ryse.  31:5 

What  ?  wolde  ye  shende  me  in  this  wyse  ? 
A  mochel  foole  than  I  were, 
If  I  suffrid  you  awey  to  hero 
The  fresh  botoun,  so  fair  of  sight. 
For  it  were  neither  skile  ne  right        3120 
Of  the  roser  ye  broke  the  rind. 
Or  take  the  rose  aforn  his  kind  ; 
Ye  ar  not  courteys  to  aske  it. 
Lat  it  stil  on  the  roser  sit, 
And  fgrowo  til  it  ijmended  be,  3125 

And  i^arfitly  come  to  bcaute. 
I  nolde  not  that  it  pulled  wer 
Fro  the  roser  that  it  her, 
To  me  it  is  so  leef  and  dere.' 

With  that  sterte  out  anoon  Daungere, 
Out  of  the  place  where  he  was  hid.      3131 
His  malice  in  his  chere  was  kid  ; 
Ful  greet  ho  was,  and  blak  of  hewe, 
Sturdy  and  hidous,  who-so  him  knewe  ; 
Like  sharp  urchouns  his  here  was  growe. 
His  eyes  frede  as  the  fire-glow  ;  3136 

His  nose  frounced  ful  kirked  stood, 
He  com  criand  as  he  were  wood, 
And  seide,  '  Bialacoil,  tel  mo  why 
Thou  bringest  hider  so  boldly  3"4<J 

Him  that  so  nygh  [is]  the  roser  ? 
Thou  worchist  in  a  wrong  manor  ; 
He  thenkith  to  dishonour  thee, 
Thou  art  wcl  worthy  to  have  maugree 
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To  liito  liim  of  the  roser  wit ;  3145 

Who  serv'eth  a  feloim  is  j'^el  quit. 

Tliou  wolilist  have  doon  greet  bountee, 

And  he  with  shame  woldo  qnyte  thee. 

Flee  hennes,  lelowe  !   I  rede  thee  go  ! 

It  wantoth  litel  fl  wol  thoe  slo  ;  3150 

For  Biahvcoil  ne  knew  thee  nought, 

Whan  thee  to  serve  he  sette  his  thought ; 

For  thou  wolt  sliame  him,  if  thou  might, 

Bothe  ageyn  resoun  and  right. 

I  wol  no  more  in  thee  affye,  3155 

That  comest  so  slyghly  for  tespye  ; 

For  it  preveth  wonder  wel, 

Thy  slight  and  tresoun  every  del.' 

I  durst  no  more  ther  make  abode, 
For  the  cherl,  he  whs  so  wode  ;  Si'"^ 

So  gan  he  threten  and  manace, 
And  tlwirgh  the  haye  he  did'me  chace. 
For  feer  of  him  I  tremblid  and  quook. 
So  cherlishly  his  heed  he  shook  ; 
And  scide,  if  eft  he  might  me  take,     3165 
I  shulde  not  from  his  hondis  scape. 

Than  Bialacoii  is  fled  and  mate. 
And  I  al  sole,  disconsolate. 
Was  left  aloon  in  iseyne  and  thought  ; 
For  shame,  to  deth  I  was  uygh  brought. 
Than  thought  I  on  myn  high  foly,       3171 
How  that  my  body,  utterly. 
Was  yeve  to  peyue  and  to  martyre  ; 
And  therto  hadde  I  so  gret  yre. 
That  I  ne  durst  the  hayes  passe  ;         3175 
There  was  non  hope,  there  was  no  grace. 
I  trowe  never  man  wiste  of  pej-ne, 
But  he  were  laced  in  Loves  cheyne  ; 
Ne  no  man  [wot],  and  sooth  it  is, 
But-if  he  love,  what  anger  is.  3180 

Love  holditb  his  heest  to  me  right  wele. 
Whan  pejTie  he  seide  I  shulde  fele. 
Non  berte  may  theuke,  ne  tunge  seyne, 
A  quarter  of  my  wo  and  peyne. 
I  might  not  with  the  anger  laste  ;       3185 
Myn  herte  in  poynt  was  for  to  braste. 
Whan  I  thought  on  the  rose,  that  so 
Was  through  Daunger  cast  mo  fro. 
A  long  whyl  stood  I  in  that  state. 
Til  that  me  saugh  so  mad  and  mate    3190 
The  lady  of  the  highe  ward. 
Which  from  hir  tour  lokid  thiderward, 
Ilesoun  men  clejje  that  lady, 
Which  from  hir  tour  deliverly 
Come  doun  to  me  ^^•ithouten  more.      3195 


But  slio  was  neither  yong,  ne  hore, 

Xe  high  ne  low,  ne  fat  no  lene, 

But  best,  as  it  were  in  a  mene. 

Hir  eyen  two  were  cleer  and  light 

As  any  candel  that  brennoth  bright  ;  3i<xj 

And  on  hir  heed  she  haddc  a  crown. 

Hir  semedo  wel  an  high  pcrsoun  ; 

For  roundo  enviroun,  hir  crownet 

Was  ful  of  riche  stonis  fret. 

Hir  goodly  semblaunt,  by  de\'3'S,  3-^05 

I  trowe  were  mnad  in  panulj-s  ; 

f  Nature  had  never  such  a  grace, 

To  forge  a  werk  of  such  compace. 

For  certeyn,  fbut  the  letter  lye, 

God  liim-silf,  that  is  so  high,  3^10 

Made  hii'  attir  his  image, 

And  yaf  hir  sith  sich  avauntage, 

That  she  hath  might  and  seignorye 

To  kepe  men  from  al  folye  ; 

Who-so  wole  trowe  hir  lore,  3J15 

Ne  may  offenden  nevermore. 

And  whyl  I  stood  thus  derk  and  pale, 
Eesoun  bigan  to  me  hir  tale  ; 
She  seide  :  '  Al  hayl,  my  swete  frend  ! 
Foly  and  childJiood  wol  thee  shend,    3220 
Which  thee  have  put  in  greet  affray  ; 
Thou  bast  bought  dere  the  tymo  of  May, 
That  made  thyn  herte  mery  to  be. 
In  yvcl  tyme  thou  weutist  to  see 
The  gardin,  wherof  Ydilnesse  3225 

Bar  the  keye,  and  was  maistresse 
Wlian  thou  yedest  in  the  daunco 
With  hir,  and  hadde[st]  aqueyntaunce  : 
Hir  aquej-ntaunce  is  perilous, 
Fii-st  softe,  and  aftir[ward]  noyous  ;     3230 
She  hath  [thee]  trasshed,  withoute  weeu  ; 
The  God  of  Love  had  thee  not  seen, 
Ne  hadde  Ydilnesse  thee  conveyed 
In  the  verger  where  Mirthe  him  pleyed. 
If  Foly  have  supprised  thee,  32^^ 

Do  so  that  it  recovered  be  ; 
And  be  wel  war  to  take  no  more 
Counsel,  that  grevetli  aftir  sore  ; 
He  is  wys  that  wol  himsilf  chastyse. 
And  though  a  young  man  in  any  wyse 
Trespace  among,  and  do  foly,  3241 

Lat  him  not  tarye,  but  hastily 
Lat  him  amende  what  so  be  mis. 
And  eek  I  counseile  thee,  y-wis. 
The  God  of  Love  hooUy  foryet,  3J45 

That  hath  thee  in  sich  pe>Tie  set, 
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And  thcc  in  lierte  tormented  so. 

I  can  iiat  seen  liow  thou  ninyst  go 

Other  weyes  to  garisoiin  ; 

For  Daungcr,  that  is  so  feloiin,  3250 

Felly  imrposith  tlico  to  •vvcrrey, 

Which  is  ful  cruel,  the  soth  to  scy. 

'  And  yit  of  Daimger  cometh  no  blame, 
In  reward  of  my  doughter  Shame, 
^Vllic■h  hath  the  roses  in  hir  warde,     3255 
As  she  that  nia.v  bo  no  mnsarde. 
Aiid  Wikked-Tungc  is  -with  these  two, 
That  suffrith  no  man  thider  go  ; 
For  er  a  thing  be  do,  lie  shal, 
AVherc  that  lie  cometh,  over-al,  3260 

In  fourty  places,  if  it  be  sought, 
Seye    thing    that    never    was    doon    ue 

wrought ; 
So  moche  tresoun  is  in  his  male, 
Of  falsuesse  for  to  -f-feyne  a  tale. 
Thou  delest  with  angry  folk,  y-wis  ;    3265 
Wherfor  to  theo  [it]  bettir  is 
From  these  folk  awey  to  fare, 
For  they  'vvol  make  thee  live  in  care. 
This  is  the  y\-cl  that  Love  they  calle, 
Wherin  ther  is  but  foly  alle,  3270 

For  love  is  foly  evcrj-del ; 
Who  lovetli,  in  no  wyse  may  do  wcl, 
Xe  sette  his  thought  on  no  good  werk. 
His  scole  he  lesith,  if  he  fbe  clerk  ; 
Of  other  craft  eek  if  he  be,  3275 

He  shal  not  thryvc  tlierin  ;  for  he 
In  love  shal  have  more  jjassioun 
Than  monke,  hermyte,  or  clianoun. 
The  ]jej-ne  is  hard,  out  of  mesure, 
The  joyc  may  eek  no  whyl  endure  ;     3280 
And  ill  the  possessioun 
Is  muche  tribulacioun  ; 
The  joye  it  is  so  short-lasting, 
And  but  in  happe  is  the  geting  ; 
For  I  see  ther  many  in  travaille,  3285 

That  atte  laste  foulo  fayle. 
I  was  no-thing  thy  counseler. 
Whan  thou  wore  maad  the  homager 
Of  God  of  Love  to  hastily  ; 
Ther  was  no  wisdom,  but  foly.  3290 

Thju  herte  was  jolj-,  but  not  sage, 
Whan  thou  were  brought  in  sich  a  I'age, 
To  ytlde  thee  soTcdily, 
And  to  Lovo,  of  his  grct  maistry. 

'  I  rede  tliee  Love  awej'  to  dryve,      3295 
That  makith  thoc  recche  not  of  thy  IjTe. 


Tlic  foly  more  fro  day  to  day 

Shal  growo,  but  thou  it  putte  away. 

Take  with  thy  teeth  the  bridel  faste, 

To  dauiite  thjai  hcrtc  ;  and  eek  thee  caste. 

If  that  thou  mayst,  to  gete  -|  defence  3301 

For  to  redresso  thy  first  offence. 

AVho-so  his  herte  alwey  wol  leve, 

Shal  finde  among  that  shal  him  grave.' 

AVhan  I  hir  herd  thus  me  chastyse,  3305 
I  answerd  in  ful  angry  Nvj'se. 
I  prayed  hir  cessen  of  hir  speche, 
Outlier  to  chastyse  me  or  teche, 
To  bidde  me  my  thought  refreyne, 
Mliich    Love    hath    caught    in    his  de- 
meyne  : —  33't> 

'  What  ?  wene  ye  Love  wol  consenf. 
That  me  assailith  with  bowe  bent. 
To  draw  myii  herte  out  of  his  hondc, 
'^^'llich  is  so  quikly  in  his  bonde  ? 
That  ye  counsayle,  may  never  be  ;        3315 
For  whan  he  first  arested  me. 
He  took  inyn  herte  so  hool  him  til, 
That  it  is  no-thing  at  my  wil ; 
He  ftaughte  it  so  him  for  to  obey. 
That  he  it  sparred  with  a  key.  332(1 

I  pray  yow  lat  me  be  al  stille. 
For  ye  may  wel,  if  that  ye  wille, 
Your  wordis  waste  in  idilaes!?e  ; 
For  utterly,  withouten  gesse, 
Al  that  ye  seyn  is  but  in  veyne.  3325 

Me  were  lever  dye  in  the  pe>aie, 
Than  Love  to  me-ward  shulde  arctto 
Falshocd,  or  tresoun  on  me  sette. 
I  wol  ine  gete  prys  or  blame. 
And  love  trcwe,  to  save  my  name  ;      3330 
f  Who  me  chastysith,  I  him  hate.' 

AVith  that  word  Kesoun  wente  hir  gate, 
AVhaii  she  saugh  for  no  sermoning 
She  might  me  fro  my  foly  bring. 
Than  dismayed,  I  lefte  al  sool,  ^'iiS 

Forwery,  forvvaiidred  as  a  fool, 
For  I  ne  knew  no  -j-chevisaunce. 
Than  fcl  into  my  remenibraunce, 
How  Love  bade  me  to  i)urvcye 
A  folowe,  to  whom  I  mighte  seyo         334*'' 
My  counsel  and  my  ])rivete. 
For  that  shulde  niuche  availe  me. 
With  that  bithought  I  me,  that  I 
Hadde  a  felowe  faste  by, 
Trewe  and  siker,  curteys,  and  hend,   3345 
And  he  was  called  by  name  a  Freend  ; 
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A  trewer  lelowo  was  no-wlior  noon. 

In  haste  to  him  I  wento  anoon, 

And  to  him  al  my  -wo  I  tolde, 

Fro  him  right  n(tiight  I  wold  witliholde. 

I  tolde  liiui  al  withoute  were,  3351 

And  matle  my  comjilej-nt  on  Daungere, 

How  for  to  see  he  was  hidous, 

And  to-me-ward  contrarious ; 

The  whicho  through  his  cnielte  3355 

Was  in  poynt  to  liave  meygncd  me  ; 

AVith  Bialacoil  whan  he  me  sey 

AN'ithin  the  gardyn  walko  aud  ploy, 

Fi-o  me  he  made  him  for  to  go, 

And  I  hilefto  aloon  in  wo  ;  336i> 

I  dnrst  no  lengcr  with  him  speke. 

For  Daunger  seide  ho  woldo  be  wreke, 

Wlmn  that  he  sawo  how  I  wente 

The  fresshe  botoun  for  to  hente, 

If  I  were  hardy  to  come  neer  3365 

Bitwene  the  hay  and  the  roser. 

This   Frcend,   whan   he   wiste   of   my 
thought. 
He  discomforted  me  right  nought. 
But  seide,  '  Felowe,  he  not  so  luad, 
ise  so  abaysshed  nor  bistad.  3370 

My-silf  I  knowe  fill  wel  Daungere, 
And  how  he  is  fcers  of  his  chore. 
At  jtrime  temps,  Love  to  manace  ; 
Fi\l  ofte  I  have  ben  in  his  caas. 
A  feloun  first  though  that  he  be,  3375 

Aitir  thou  shalt  hini  souple  see. 
Of  long  passed  I  knew  him  wele  ; 
Ungoodly  first  though  men  him  fele, 
He  wol  meek  aftir,  in  his  boring. 
Been,  for  serv'ice  and  obeysshing.        3381) 
I  shal  thee  telle  what  thou  shalt  do  : — 
Mekely  I  rede  thou  go  him  to, 
Of  herte  pray  him  specialy 
Of  thy  trespace  to  have  mercy, 
And  bote  him  wel,[liim]  here  to  plese,  3385 
That  thou  shalt  nevermore  him  displese. 
"Who  can  best  serve  of  flatery, 
Shal  plese  Daunger  most  uttirly.' 

My  Freend  hath  seid  to  me  so  wel, 


That  he  me  esid  hath  somdcl, 
Aud  eek  allegged  of  my  torment  ; 
For  through  him  had  I  hardemcnt 
Agajni  to  Daunger  for  to  go, 
To  prevc  if  I  might  meke  him  so. 
To  Daunger  cam  I,  al  ashamed, 
The  which  afom  nic  hadde  blamed, 


339" 


3305 


Desyring  for  to  pose  my  wo  ; 

But  over  heggc  durst  I  not  go. 

For  he  -f-forbad  me  the  passage. 

I  fond  him  cruel  in  his  rage,  3400 

And  in  his  hond  a  gret  burdoun. 

To  him  I  knelid  h>wo  adoun, 

Ful  meke  of  port,  and  simple  of  chere, 

And  seide,  '  Sir,  I  am  comen  hero 

Only  to  aske  of  you  mercy.  3405 

That  greveth  me,  [sir],  ful  gretly 

That  ever  my  lyf  I  wratthod  yu. 

But  lor  to  amende  I  am  come  now. 

With  al  my  might,  hothe  loude  and  stille, 

To  doon  right  at  your  owne  wille  ;      341^^ 

For  Love  made  me  lor  to  do 

That  I  have  trosi>assed  hitlirto  ; 

Fro  whom   I   ne   maj'   withdi-awe    mjn 

herte ; 
Yit  shal  I  never,  for  joy  no  smerte, 
\^^lat  so  bifalle,  good  or  ille,  3413 

Offende  more  ageyn  your  wille. 
Lever  I  have  endure  disese 
Than  do  that  shulde  you  displese. 

'  I  you  require  and  pray,  that  ye 
Of  me  have  mercy  and  pitee,  3+20 

To  stinte  your  yre  that  greveth  so, 
That  I  wol  swere  for  evernao 
To  be  redressid  at  your  lykiug. 
If  I  trespasse  in  any  thing  ; 
Save  that  I  pray  thee  graunte  me        3425 
A  thing  that  ma3'  nat  warned  be, 
Thatf  I  may  love,  al  only  ; 
Xon  other  thing  of  you  aske  I. 
I  shal  doon  elles  wel,  y-wis. 
If  of  your  grace  ye  graunte  nie  this.   3430 
And  ye  [no.]  may  not  letten  me, 
For  wel  wot  ye  that  love  is  free. 
And  I  shal  loven,  *|sith  that  I  wil, 
AAHio-ever  Ij-ke  it  wel  or  il ; 
And  yit  ue  wold  I,  for  al  Fraunce,      3435 
Do  thing  to  do  you  displcsaunce.' 

Thau  Daunger  fil  in  his  entent 
For  to  forj-evo  his  maltalent  ; 
But  al  his  wratthe  yit  at  lastc 
He  hath  rclesed,  I  preyde  so  faste  :     3440 
Shortly  he  seide,  '  Thy  request 
Is  not  to  mochel  dishonest ; 
"Se  I  wol  not  werne  it  thee, 
For  yit  no-tliiug  engreveth  me. 
For  though  thou  love  thits  evermore,  3445 
To  tticis  neither  softe  ne  sore. 
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Lovo  +whor  thee  list;  what  rccchith  me, 

So  [thou]  for  fro  my  rosos  bo  ? 

Trust  not  on  me,  for  noon  assay. 

In  any  tyme  to  passe  the  hay.'  .^450 

Thns  hath  he  gravinted  my  prayere. 

Than  wonto  I  forth,  M'ithonten  were, 
Unto  my  Freend,  and  tolde  liim  al, 
Wliich  was  right  ,ioyfi\l  of  iny  tale. 
He  seide, '  Now  goth  wcl  th jni  affaire,    3455 
He  shal  to  thee  be  debonaire. 
Thongli  he  aforn  was  dispitoiis. 
Ho  shal  heeraftir  be  gracious. 
If  he  were  touchid  on  som  good  veyne, 
He  shuld  yit  rewen  on  thy  peyne.       34f'0 
Snffre,  I  rede,  and  no  boost  make, 
Til  thon  at  good  mos  ina.\'st  him  take. 
By  suffrannce,  and  [by]  wordis  softe, 
A  man  may  overcome[n]  ofte 
Him  that  aforn  he  hadde  in  drode,     ^4.65 
In  bookis  sothly  as  I  rede.' 

Thus  hatli  my  Froond  with  gret  com- 
fort 
Avaunced  me  with  high  disport, 
Which  woldo  mc  good  as  mich  as  T. 
And  thanue  anooii  ful  sodcynly  347'> 

I  took  my  leve,  and  straight  I  went 
Unto  the  hay ;  for  gret  talent 
I  had  to  seen  the  fresh  botoun, 
Wherin  lay  my  salvacioun  ; 
And  Daunger  took  kepe,  if  that  I         3475 
Kepe  him  covenaunt  trewly. 
So  sore  I  dradde  his  manasing, 
I  durst  not  breke[n]  his  bidding  ; 
For,  lest  that  I  were  of  him  shont, 
I  brak  not  his  comaundement,  34S0 

Fur  to  purchase  his  good  wil. 
It  was  [hard]  for  to  come  ther-til, 
His  mercy  was  to  fer  bihinde  ; 
I  wepte,  for  I  ne  might  it  findo. 
I  comiiloynod  and  sighed  sore,  3485 

And  languisshod  evermore. 
For  I  durst  not  over  go 
Unto  the  rose  I  loved  so. 
Thurghout  my  doming  outorl.\-, 
"t^han  had  he  knowlego  cortoinly,       3490 
+Tliat  Love  mo  ladde  in  sich  a  wyse, 
That  in  me  ther  was  no  fejTityse, 
.Falshoed,  ne  no  trecherye. 
And  yit  ho,  ful  of  vilanye, 
Of  disdcjTie,  and  cruolte,  3495 

On  me  ne  wolde  have  pite,  ' 


•His  cruel  wil  for  to  refreyne. 
Though  I  woi)e  alwey,  and  fcompleyne. 

And  while  I  was  in  this  torment, 
Were  come  of  grace,  by  "god  sent,         3500 
Fraunchyse,  and  with  hir  Pite 
Fulfild  the  botoun  of  bonntee 
Tliey  go  to  Daunger  anon-right 
To  forther  me  with  al  hir  might. 
And  helpe  in  worde  and  in  dede,         3505 
For  wel  they  saugh  that  it  was  node. 
First,  of  hir  grace,  dame  Fraunchyse 
Hath  taken  [word]  of  this  empryse  : 
She  seide,  '  Daunger,  gret  wrong  ye  do 
To  Avorche  this  man  so  muche  wo,      -3510 
Or  pyuen  him  so  angerly ; 
It  is  to  you  gret  vilany. 
I  can  not  see  why,  ne  how, 
That  he  hath  trespassed  agej-n  yon, 
Save  that  ho  lovoth  ;  wherfore  ye  shnlde 
Tlie  more  in  chcrete  of  him  holde.       3516 
The  force  of  love  makith  him  do  this  ; 
Who  wolde  him  blame  he  dide  amis? 
He  Icseth  more  than  ye  may  do  ; 
His  peyne  is  hard,  ye  may  see,  lo !       3520 
And  Love  in  no  wyse  wolde  consente 
That  fhe  have  power  to  repente  ; 
For  though  that  quik  ye  wolde  him  sloo. 
Fro  Love  his  herte  may  not  go. 
Now,  swete  sir,  fis  it  your  ese  3525 

Him  for  to  angre  or  disese  ? 
Alias,  what  maj'  it  j-ou  avaunce 
To  doon  to  him  so  greet  grevaunce  ? 
What  worship  is  it  agayu  him  take, 
Or  on  your  man  a  werre  make,  3530 

Sith  ho  so  lowlj'  every  wyse 
Is  redy,  as  ye  lust  dcvyse? 
If  Lovo  hath  caught  him  in  his  lace, 
You  for  t'obeye  in  every  caas. 
And  been  your  suget  at  your  wille,      3535 
Shulde  ye  therfore  willen  him  ille? 
Ye  shulde  him  spare  more,  al-out. 
Than  him  that  is  bothe  proud  and  stout. 
Curtesye  wol  th^t  ye  socour 
Hem  that  ben  meke  uudir  your  cure.  3540 
His  herte  is  hard,  that  wole  not  meke, 
Wlian  men  of  mokenesse  him  bisekc' 

'  Tliat  is  certeyn,'  seide  Pite ; 
•  We  see  ofte  that  humilitee 
Bothe  ire,  and  also  felonye  3545 

Venquisslieth,  and  also  melaucolye  ; 
To  stonde  forth  in  such  duresse, 
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This  cmcltee  and  wikkednesse. 

Whorfore  I  pray  you,  sir  Danngere, 

For  to  majTitcne  no  longer  here  3550 

Sncli  crnel  werre  aga>-n  yonr  man, 

As  lioolly  yonres  as  ever  he  can  ; 

Nor  that  ye  worchen  no  more  wo 

fOn  this  caj'tif  that  langnisshith  so, 

Which  'w-ol  no  more  to  yon  trespasse,  3555 

Bat  put  him  hoolly  in  your  grace. 

His  offense  ne  was  but  lyte  ; 

Tlio  God  of  Love  it  was  to  wyte, 

That  lie  your  thral  so  gretly  is. 

And  if  ye  harm  him,  ye  doon  amis  ;   3560 

For  he  hath  had  ful  hard  penaunee, 

Sith  that  ye  relte  him  th'aquejTitaunce 

Of  Bialacoil,  his  moste  joye, 

'^^^lich  alle  his  pej-nes  might  acoye. 

He  was  biforn  anoyed  sore,  3565 

But  than  ye  doubled  him  wel  more  ; 

Fur  he  of  blis  hath  ben  ful  bare, 

Sith  Bialacoil  was  fro  him  fare. 

Love  hath  to  him  do  greet  distresse. 

He  hath  no  nedo  of  more  duresse.        3570 

Voideth  from  him  your  ire,  I  rede  ; 

Ye  may  not  winnen  in  this  dede. 

Maketh  Bialacoil  repeire  ageyn, 

And  havcth  pite  upon  his  peyn  ; 

Fi^ir  Fraunchise  wol,  and  I,  Pite,  3575 

That  merciful  to  him  ye  be  ; 

And  sith  that  she  and  I  accorde, 

Have  upon  him.  misericorde  ; 

For  I  yoiT  pray,  and  eek  moneste, 

Nought  to  refusen  our  reqneste  ;  3580 

For  he  is  hard  and  fel  of  thought, 

Tliat  for  us  two  wol  do  right  nought.' 

Daunger  ne  might  no  more  endure, 
He  nieked  him  itnto  mesure. 

'  I  wol  in  no  wyse,'  seith  Daungere,  3585 
'  Dcnj-e  that  ye  have  asked  here  ; 
It  were  to  greet  uncnrtesye. 
I  wol  ye  have  the  companye 
Of  Bialacoil,  as  ye  de\-yse  ; 
I  Wol  him  lette[n]  in  no  wyse.'  359" 

To  Bialacoil  than  wente  in  hy 
Fraunchyse,  and  seide  ful  curteisly  : — 
'  Ye  have  to  longe  be  deignous 
Unto  this  lover,  and  daungerous. 
Fro  him  to  withdrawe  your  presence,  3595 
Which  hath  do  to  him  grete  offence. 
Tliat  ye  not  wolde  upon  him  see  ; 
Wherfore  a  sorowfxil  man  is  he. 


Shape  ye  to  paye  him,  and  to  pleso, 
Of  my  love  if  ye  wol  have  esc.  s'hx) 

FuUil  his  wil,  sith  that  ye  knowo 
Daungei  is  daunted  and  biouglit  lowe 
Thurgh  help  of  me  and  of  I'ito  ; 
You  fthar  no  more  afered  be.' 

'  I  shal  do  right  as  yo  wil,'  36«)5 

Saitli  Bialacoil,  '  for  it  is  skil, 
Sith  Daunger  wol  that  it  so  be.' 
Than  Fxaunchise  hath  him  sent  to  mo. 

Bialacoil  at  the  biginning 
Salued  me  in  his  coming.  3610 

No  straungenes  was  in  him  seen, 
No  more  than  he  ne  had  wrathed  been. 
As  faire  semblaunt  than  shewed  he  me, 
And  goodly,  as  aforn  did  he  ; 
And  by  the  honde,  withouten  donte,  3615 
Within  the  haye,  right  al  aboute 
Ho  ladde  me,  with  right  good  chere. 
Al  environ  the  vergcrc. 
That  Daunger  had  me  chased  fro. 
Now  have  I  leve  over-al  to  go  ;  362*1 

Now  am  I  raised,  at  my  devys. 
Fro  hcUe  itnto  paradys. 
Thus  Bialacoil,  of  gentilnesse, 
With  alle  his  peyne  and  besinessc. 
Hath  shewed  me,  only  of  grace,  3625 

The  estres  of  the  swote  place. 

I  saw  the  rose,  whan  I  was  nigh. 
Was  gretter  woxen,  and  more  high. 
Fresh,  rody,  and  fair  of  hewe, 
Of  colour  ever  yliche  newe.  ^6in 

And  v.han  I  had  it  longe  seen, 
I  saugh  that  through  the  leves  grene 
The  rose  spredde  to  spanishing  : 
To  sene  it  was  a  goodly  thing. 
But  it  ne  was  so  spred  on  brcde,  3635 

That  men  within  might  knowe  the  sede  ; 
For  it  covert  was  and  [enjclose 
Bothe  with  the  leves  and  with  the  rose. 
The  stalk  was  even  and  grono  upright, 
It  was  theron  a  goodly  sight  ;  3640 

And  wel  the  better,  withouten  wene, 
For  the  seed  was  not  [y]-sene. 
Fill  faire  it  spradde,  +god  it  blesse  ! 
For  suche  another,  as  I  gesse, 
Aforn  ne  was,  ne  more  vermayle.        3645 
I  was  abawed  for  mcrveyle, 
For  ever,  the  fairer  that  it  was, 
Tlie  more  I  an\  bounden  in  Loves  laas, 

Longe  I  abood  there,  soth  to  saj-c, 
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Til  Bialacoil  I  gan  to  jiraye,  3650 

Whan  that  I  saw  him  in  no  wyse 

To  :nc  wanien  liis  servyse, 

That  he  mo  wokle  graunte  a  thing, 

Which  to  rememhre  is  wel  sitting  ; 

This  is  to  sajTio,  that  of  his  grace        3655 

He  woldo  me  yeve  leyscr  and  space 

To  mo  that  was  so  desirous 

To  have  a  kissing  precious 

Of  the  goodly  freshe  rose, 

Tliat  fswetely  smolleth  in  my  nose  :  3660 

'  For  if  it  you  displesed  nought, 

I  wolde  gladly,  as  I  have  sought, 

Have  a  cos  therof  freely 

Of  your  yeft ;  for  certainly 

I  wol  non  liavc  but  by  your  leve,  3665 

So  loth  me  were  yon  for  to  greve.' 

He  sayde,  '  Frend,  so  god  me  spede, 
Of  Chastite  I  have  suche  drcde, 
Thon  shuldest  not  •warned  be  for  me, 
But  I  dar  not,  for  Chastite.  3670 

Agayn  hir  dar  I  not  misdo. 
For  alwey  biddeth  she  me  so 
To  yeve  no  lover  leve  to  kisse  ; 
For  who  therto  may  winnen,  y-wis. 
He  of  the  sui-jjlus  of  tlie  pray  3675 

May  live  in  hope  to  get  som  day. 
For  who  so  kissing  may  attayne. 
Of  loves  peyne  li.ath,  soth  to  sayne, 
The  beste  and  most  avenaunt. 
And  ernest  of  the  remenaunt.'  3680 

Of  his  answere  I  syglied  sore  ; 
I  durst  assaye  him  tho  no  more, 
I  had  such  drede  to  grove  him  ay. 
A  man  shulde  not  to  muche  assayo 
To  chafe  his  frend  out  of  mesure,        3685 
Nor  put  his  lyf  in  aventure  ; 
For  no  man  at  the  firste  stroke 
Ne  may  nat  felle  doun  an  oke  ; 
Nor  of  the  reisins  have  the  wyne, 
Til  grapes  trypc  and  wel  afyno  3690 

Be  sore  empressid,  I  you  ensure, 
And  drawen  out  of  the  pressure. 
But  I,  forpeyned  wonder  strongc, 
■fThought  that  I  ahood  right  longe 
Aftir  the  kis,  in  peyne  and  wo,  3695 

Sith  I  to  kis  desyred  so  : 
Til  that,  frewing  on  my  distresso, 
Ther  -[to  me  Venus  the  goddesso. 
Which  ay  werreycth  Chastite, 
Came  of  hir  grace,  to  socoure  me,       3700 


Wlios  might  is  knowe  for  and  wyde, 
For  she  is  modir  of  Cnpyde, 
The  God  of  Love,  blindo  as  stoon. 
That  hclpith  lovers  many  oon. 
This  lady  brought  in  hir  right  hond  370,1 
Of  hrenning  fj-r  a  biasing  brond  ; 
Wlierof  tho  flawme  and  hoto  fyr 
Hath  many  a  lady  in  de.syr 
Of  love  brought,  and  sore  hot, 
And  in  hir  servise  hir  f  hertes  set.       3710 
This  lady  was  of  good  entayle. 
Right  wondirful  of  apparayle  ; 
By  hir  atyro  so  bright  and  shcne. 
Men  might  perceyve  wel,  and  seen. 
She  was  not  of  religioun.  -  3715 

Nor  I  nil  make  mencioun 
Nor  of  [hir]  robe,  nor  of  tresour. 
Of  broche,  f  nor  of  hir  riche  attour  ; 
Ne  of  hir  girdil  aboutc  hir  syde. 
For  that  I  nil  not  long  abyde.  37 jo 

But  knowith  wel,  that  certcynly 
She  was  arayed  richcly. 
Devoyd  of  pryde  certeyn  she  was  ; 
To  Bialacoil  she  wente  a  pas. 
And  to  him  shortly,  in  a  clause,  3725 

She  seide  :  '  Sir,  what  is  tho  cause 
Ye  been  of  port  so  daungerous 
Unto  this  lover,  and  deynous, 
I  To  graunte  him  no-thing  but  a  kis  ? 
To  werne  it  him  ye  doon  amis  ;  3730 

Sith  wel  ye  woto,  how  that  ho 
Is  Loves  servaunt,  as  ye  may  see. 
And  hath  beaute,  wher-through  [he]  is 
Worthy  of  love  to  have  the  blis. 
How  he  is  semely,  biholde  and  sec,      3735 
How  he  is  fair,  liow  he  is  free. 
How  he  is  swote  and  debonair, 
Of  age  yong,  lusty,  and  fair. 
Ther  is  no  lady  so^auteyne, 
Duchesse,  countcsse,  ne  chasteleyne,  3740 
That  I  noldo  holde  hir  ungoodly 
For  to  refuse  him  outerly. 
His  breeth  is  also  good  and  swete, 
And  eke  his  lippis  rody,  and  meto 
Only  to  fpleyen,  and  to  kisse.  3745 

Orauntc  him  a  kis,  of  gcntilncsse  ! 
His  teeth  arn  also  whyto  and  clone  ; 
Me  thinkith  wrong,  withouten  weno, 
If  ye  now  werno  him,  trustith  me, 
To  graunto  that  a  kis  have  he  ;  3750 

Tho  lasso  fto  helpe  him  that  yo  haste, 
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The  more  tyme  shul  ye  waste.' 

Whan  the  flawme  of  the  verry  bronil, 
Tliat  Vonns  brought  in  hir  right  honil, 
Had  Bialacoil  with  hete  smeto,  3755 

Anoon  he  f  bad,  withonten  Ictte, 
Orannto  to  mo  the  rose  kisse. 
Than  ot"  my  peyne  I  gan  to  lisso, 
And  to  the  rose  anoon  wonto  T, 
And  kissid  it  fill  feithfnlly.  3;' So 

Thar  no  man  aske  if  T  was  blytlio, 
Whan  the  savonr  soft  and  lytho 
Strook  to  myn  horte  withontc  more, 
And  me  alegged  of  my  sore, 
So  was  I  fill  of  joyo  and  blisse.  -^765 

It  is  fair  sirh  a  flour  to  kisso. 
It  was  so  swote  and  savorons. 
T  might  not  be  so  angiiisshoiis, 
That  I  mote  glad  and  joly  be, 
Whan  that  I  remembre  me.  .1770 

Yit  ever  among,  sothly  to  scyn, 
I  sufTre  noyo  and  mocho  poyn. 

The  see  may  never  be  so  stil, 
That  with  a  litel  winde  it  fnil 
Overwhelme  and  tiirno  also,  3775 

As  it  were  wood,  in  wawis  go. 
Aftir  the  calm  the  trouble  sono 
Mot  folowe,  and  channgo  as  the  nione. 
T^ight  so  fareth  Love,  that  seldo  in  oon 
Holdith  his  anker  ;  for  right  anoon    3780 
Wlian  they  in  ese  wene  best  to  live, 
Thej-  been  with  tempest  al  fordrivo. 
Wlio  servoth  Love,  can  telle  of  wo  ; 
The  stoundemele  joye  mot  overgo. 
Now  he  hurteth,  and  now  he  ciireth,  37S5 
For  selde  in  00  poynt  Love  endiireth. 

Now  is  it  right  me  to  procede, 
How  Shame  gan  medio  and  take  hede, 
Thurgh  whom  feUe  angres  I  have  had  ; 
And  how  the  strongo  wal  was  maad,    3790 
And  the  castell  of  brede  and  lengthe. 
That  God  of  I^ove  wan  with  his  strength  o. 
Al  this  in  romance  wil  I  sette. 
And  for«no-thing  ne  wil  I  lette, 
So  that  it  lyking  to  hir  be,  370." 

That  is  the  flour  of  beaute  ; 
For  she  may  best  my  labour  qnyte, 
That  I  for  hir  love  shal  cndyte. 

Wikkid-Tunge,  that  the  covyno 
Of  every  lover  can  devyno  38»t 

Worst.,  and  addith  more  somdel, 
(For  Wikkid-Tunge  seith  never  wel), 


To  mo-ward  bar  ho  right  gret  hate, 
Espj'ing  me  orly  and  lato, 
Til  he  hath  seen  the  grpt[e]  chcro        3S05 
Of  Bialacoil  and  me  y-fore. 
He  mighto  not  his  tunge  withstonde 
Worse  to  reporte  than  ho  fondo. 
Ho  was  so  fill  of  cursed  rago  ; 
It  sat  him  w(d  of  liis  linage,  3810 

For  him  an  Irish  womman  bar. 
His  tunge  was  fyled  sharp,  and  squar, 
Poignaunt  and  right  kerving, 
And  wonder  bitter  in  speking. 
For  whan  that  he  mo  gan  cspye,  3815 

He  swoor,  affei-ming  sikirlj-, 
Bitwene  Bialacoil  and  me 
Was  yv-cl  aqnajmtaunce  and  privee. 
Ho  spak  therof  so  folily, 
Tliat  lie  awakid  Jelousy  ;  38^0 

Wliich,  al  afrayed  in  his  rysing, 
Whan  that  he  horde  [him]  jangling, 
He  ran  anoon,  as  he  were  wood. 
To  Bialacoil  ther  that  ho  stood  ; 
Whicli  hadde  lever  in  this  caas  3825 

Have  been  at  Reynes  or  Amyas  ; 
For  foot-hoot,  in  his  felonj'C 
To  liim  thus  seide  Jelonsye  : — 
'  Why  hast  thou  been  so  necligent. 
To  kepen,  whan  I  was  absent,  3830 

This  verger  here  left  in  tliy  ward  ? 
To  me  thou  haddist  no  reward, 
To  truste  (to  thy  confusioun) 
Him  thus,  to  whom  suspeccioun 
I  have  right  greet,  for  it  is  node  ;        3835 
It  is  wel  shewed  by  the  dede. 
Greet  faiite  in  thee  now  have  I  founde  ; 
By  god,  anoon  thou  sluilt  be  botinde, 
And  faste  loken  in  a  tour, 
Withouto  refuyt  or  socour.  3840 

For  Sliame  to  long  hath  be  thee  fro  ; 
Over  sono  she  was  ago. 
Whan  thou  hast  lost  Jjothe  drede  and  fere, 
It  semed  wel  she  was  not  here. 
She  was  [not]  bisy,  in  no  wj-se,  3845 

To  kepe  theo  and  [to]  chastyse, 
And  for  to  helpen  Chastitce 
To  kepe  the  roser,  as  thinkith  me. 
For  tlian  this  boy-knave  so  boldely 
No  sholde  not  have  be  liardy,  3850 

[Ne]  in  this  fverger  had  such  game. 
Which  now  me  turneth  to  gret  shame.' 
Bialacoil  nist  what  to  sey  ; 
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Fill  fayn  lio  wolde  have  fled  ftwey, 

For  fere  lian  hid,  nere  than  he  3855 

Al  sode%nily  took  him  with  me. 

And  wlian  I  saiiph  he  hadde  so, 

This  Jelotisyo,  take  lis  two, 

I  was  astoned,  aud  knew  no  rede, 

But  fledde  awey  for  verrey  drede.       3860 

Tlian  Shame  cam  forth  ful  simply  ; 
.She  wende  have  trespaced  ful  grotly  ; 
Humble  of  hir  port,  and  made  it  simple, 
Wering  a  vayle  in  stede  of  wimple, 
As  nonnis  doou  in  hir  abbey.  3865 

Bicanse  hir  herte  was  in  affray. 
She  gan  to  speke,  witliin  a  throwe. 
To  Jelousye,  right  wonder  lowe. 
First  of  his  grace  she  bisonght, 
And  seide  : — '  Sire,  ne  levcth  nought  3870 
Wikkid-Tungo,  that  fals  espye, 
"Whicli  is  so  glad  to  fejnie  and  lye. 
He  hath  you  maad,  thnrgh  flatering, 
On  Bialacoil  a  fals  lesing. 
His  falsnesse  is  not  now  anew,  3875 

It  is  to  long  that  he  him  knew. 
This  is  not  the  firste  day  ; 
For  ■^^'ikkid-Tunge  hath  custom  ay 
Yong(5  folkis  to  bewreye, 
And  false  lesinges  on  hem  "fleye,         3880 

'  Yit  nevertheles  I  see  among. 
That  the  loigne  it  is  so  longe 
Of  Bialacoil,  hertis  to  lure, 
In  Loves  ser%'ise  for  to  endure, 
Drawing  suche  folk  him  to,  3885 

That  he  had  no-thing  with  to  do  ; 
But  in  sotlmesse  I  trowe  nought. 
That  Bialacoil  hadde  ever  in  thovight 
To  do  trespace  or  vilanye  ; 
But,  for  his  modir  Curtosye  3890 

Hath  taught  liim  ever  [lor]  to  be 
Good  of  aqueyntaunce  and  privee  ; 
For  he  loveth  non  hevinesse. 
But  mirthe  and  plejj,  and  al  gladnesae ; 
He  hateth  alle  +trecherous,  3895 

Soleyn  folk  and  envious  ; 
For  [wel]  ye  witen  how  that  lie 
Wol  ever  glad  and  joyful  be 
Honestly  with  folk  to  pley. 
I  have  be  negligent,  in  good  fey.  3900 

To  chastise  him  ;  tlierforo  now  I 
Of  herte  fcrye  you  here  mercy. 
That  I  have  been  so  recheles 
To  tamen  him,  withouten  lees. 


Of  my  foly  I  me  repente  ;  3905 

Now  wol  I  liool  sette  mjni  entente 
To  kepe,  bothe  floude  and  stillc, 
Bialacoil  to  do  your  wille.' 

'  Shame,  Shaiae,'  seyde  Jclousj-, 
'  To  be  bitrasshed  gret  drede  Imve  I.  3910 
Leoherye  hath  clombe  so  hyo. 
That  almost  blered  is  myn  ye  ; 
No  wonder  is,  if  that  drede  have  I. 
Over-al  rognith  Lechery, 
"Wlios  might  [j-it]  growith  night  and  day. 
Bothe  in  cloistre  and  in  abbej'  3916 

Chastite  is  wcrreyed  over-al. 
Therfore  I  wol  with  siker  wal 
Close  bothe  roses  and  roser. 
I  have  to  longe  in  this  maner  39-Jo 

Left  hem  xinclosid  wilfully  ; 
Wherfore  I  am  right  inwardly 
Sorowful  and  repente  me. 
But  now  they  shal  no  lenger  bo 
Unclosid  ;  and  jdt  I  drede  sore,  3925 

I  shal  repente  ferthermore. 
For  the  game  goth  al  amis. 
Counsel  I  f  mot  [take]  newe,  y-wis. 
I  have  to  longe  tristed  thee. 
But  now  it  shal  no  lenger  be  ;  3930 

For  he  may  best,  in  every  cost, 
Disceyve,  that  men  tristen  most. 
I  see  wel  that  I  am  nygh  shent, 
But-if  I  sette  my  ful  en  tent 
Remedye  to  purveye.  3935 

Therfore  close  I  shal  the  weye 
Fro  hem  that  wol  the  rose  espye. 
And  come  to  wayte  me  vilanye. 
For,  in  good  feith  and  in  trouthe, 
I  wol  not  lette,  iV)r  no  slouthe,  3940 

To  live  the  more  in  sikirnesse, 
fTo  make  anoon  a  forteresse, 
fTo  enclose  the  roses  of  good  savour. 
In  middis  shal  I  make  a  tour 
To  putte  Bialacoil  in  prisoun,  3945 

For  ever  I  drede  me  of  tresoun. 
I  trowe  I  shal  him  kepe  so. 
That  he  shal  have  no  might  to  go 
Aboute  to  make  comjianye 
To  hem  that  thenke  of  vilanye  ;  3950 

Ne  to  no  such  as  hath  ben  here 
Aforn,  and  foundo  in  liim  good  chere, 
Which  lian  assailed  him  to  sliende, 
And  with  hir  trowandyse  to  blende. 
A  fool  is  eyth  [for]  to  bigyle  ;  3955 
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Bnt  may  I  lyve  a  litcl  while, 

Ho  shal  Ibrthenko  his  fair  semblauiit.' 

And  with  that  word  cam  Dredc  avaunt, 
Which  was  abasshed,  and  in  gret  fere, 
Whan  he  wistc  Jelousj-e  wa?  there.    3960 
He  was  IWr  drodo  in  siicli  affray, 
That  not  a  word  dnrste  he  say, 
Bnt  quaking  stood  ful  stille  aloon, 
Til  Jelonsye  his  wey  was  goon, 
Save  Shame,  tliat  him  not  forsook  ;    3965 
Botho  Predo  and  she  ful  sore  quook  ; 
[Til]  that  at  last«  Drede  abrej'de, 
And  to  his  cosin  Shame  seyde  : 
'  Shame,'  he  seide,  '  in  sothfastnesse, 
To  me  it  is  gret  hevinosse,  ,^9"o 

That  the  noyse  so  fer  is  go, 
And  the  scdaundro  of  us  two. 
But  sith  that  it  is  [so]  bifalle. 
We  may  it  not  ageyn  [do]  calle, 
Wlian  onis  sprougen  is  a  fame._  3975 

For  many  a  yeer  withoiiten  blame 
We  han  been,  and  many  a  day  ; 
For  many  an  April  and  many  a  May 
We  han  [y]-passed,  not  [a]shamed. 
Til  Jelousy«;  hath  US  Warned  3980 

Of  mistrust  and  siispecioun 
Causeles,  withoiiten  enchesoun. 
Go  we  to  Daiinger  hastily, 
And  late  \is  shewe  him  openly. 
That  he  hath  not  aright  [y]-^^•rought•,  3985 
Whan  that  he  sette  nought  his  thought 
To  kepe  Ijotter  the  pui-pryse  ; 
In  his  doing  he  is  not  wyse. 
He  hath  to  us  [y]-do  gret  wrong, 
That  hath  suffred  now  so  long  3990 

Bialacoil  to  have  his  wille, 
Alle  his  lustes  to  fulfille. 
He  must  amende  it  utterly. 
Or  ellis  shal  he  "fvilaynsly 
Exyled  be  out  of  this  londe  ;  3995 

For  he  the  werre  may  not  withstonde 
Of  Jelonsye,  nor  the  greef, 
Sith  Bialacoil  is  at  mischeef.' 

To  Daunger,  Shame  and  Drede  anoon 
The  lighto  wpy  ben  [botlie  a]-goon.    4001) 
The  cherl  they  founden  hem  afom 
Ligging  undir  an  hawothom. 
Undir  his  heed  no  pilowe  was, 
But  in  the  stedo  a  tnisse  of  gras. 
He  slombred,  and  a  nappe  he  took,     4<X)5 
Til  Shame  pitously  him  shook, 


And  greet  manace  on  him  gau  make. 
•Why  slepist  thou  whan  thou  shuM  wake?' 
Quod  Shame  ;  '  thou  dost  us  vilauye  ! 
Who  tristith  thee,  he  doth  i'olye,        4010 
To  kepe  roses  or  Iwtovins, 
Wlian  they  ben  faire  in  hir  sesouus. 
Tliou  art  woxe  to  familiere 
Wliero  thou  shulde  be  straunge  of  chere, 
Stout  of  thy  port,  redy  to  grove.  4015 

Thou  dost  gret  foly  for  to  leve 
Bialacoil  liere-in,  to  calle 
The  yonder  man  to  shenden  us  alle. 
Though  that  tliou  slepo,  we  may  here 
Of  Jelousie  gret  noyse  here.  4020 

Art  thou  now  late  ?  ryse  vip  fin  lij-, 
And  stoppe  sone  and  deliverly 
Alle  the  gappis  of  the  hay  ; 
Do  no  favour,  I  thee  pray. 
It  fallith  no-thing  to  thy  name  4025 

■j-Make  fair  semblaunt,  where  thou  maist 
blame. 

'  If  Bialacoil  be  swete  and  free. 
Dogged  and  fel  thou  shuldist  be  ; 
Froward  and  outrageous,  y-wis  ; 
A  cherl  cliaiuigeth  tliat  curteis  is.      4030 
This  have  I  herd  ofte  in  seying, 
That  man  [ne]  may,  for  no  daunting, 
Make  a  sperhauke  of  a  bosarde. 
Alle  men  wole  holde  thee  for  musarde, 
That  debonair  have  founden  thee  ;      4035 
It  sit  thee  nought  curteis  to  be  ; 
To  do  men  plesaunce  or  ser%'yse, 
In  thee  it  is  recreaundyse. 
Let  tliy  werkis,  fer  and  nere. 
Be  lyke  thy  name,  which  is  Daungere.' 

Tlian,  al  abawid  in  shewing,  4041 

Anoon  spak  Dreed,  right  thus  sejing, 
And  seide,  '  Daunger,  I  drede  me 
That  thou  ne  wolt  [not]  bisy  be 
To  kepe  that  thou  hast  to  kepe  ;         4<'>45 
Wlian  tliou  shuldist  wake,thouart  aslepe. 
Thou  shalt  be  greved  certej-nly, 
If  thee  aspye  Jelousy, 
Or  if  lie  finde  thee  in  blame. 
He  hatli  to-<lay  assailed  Shame,  4050 

And  chased  awej',  with  gret  manace, 
Bialacoil  out  of  this  place. 
And  swereth  shortly  that  he  shal 
Enclose  him  in  a  sturdy  wal  ; 
And  al  is  for  thy  wikkednesse,  4055 

For  that  thee  faileth  sti-aungenesse. 
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'I'll.VII   Im-iIi',    I    (iKWr,    111-  (llilcil   III   ; 

'riiiiii  hIihII  l'i>|ir<tilt>  In  n|i«"'liil, 
M  .li'ldiinv''  I  lio  R'llltK  l<  nowo  i 
'riimi  nlntlt  riiilltonlio,  Mini  wtvf  i'pwm,' 4<ifpii 
\N'll  li  lliiil  II I  III' I  III  1 1  lilqi  ImI>Iiii|;mm  fllitihn, 
1^1  iiiiiiliii;  lilq  iiyi'li  Ciiii  III  iiimIki, 
Ami  liiil'itin  ('liiw)i  ;  iix  iriiiii  In  iii^i-, 
JOii'  liii  lii>  liii>nli>  In  liln  vIaii(;ii, 
\VliMn  I  lull  liii  liiiiilii  liliii  lihiiiiinl  N'>,  I'l'i- 
lli>  Hi'lili',  '  Oiil,  iiC  iiiy  wll   I  U"  ; 
'I'll  liii  illni'iiiiifll   I  liMvi"  Kinl  wriiiic. 
('I'llln,  I  liiivri  iiii«v  II villi  III  )iiug, 
Hllli  I  iiiiiy  nut  IIiIh  iliiMi'i'  lii'iic  J 
Al  i(illl(    I   wnliln  III"  iliilvmi  ilii|iii,  'I"/" 

II  liny  iiiiin  pIhiI  iimhk  iii|ii>Ii'i> 
liilii  I liln  (TMiiliin,  I'lM'  ('iinlo  III'  I'lilin, 
Myii  Iii'iIm  (ill'  )i'i>(;iilh  W-Cpi'p, 
'I'liiil   I  liiln  Miiy  I'lilri^  tii>ti>, 
I  liiivi' till  liily,  imw  I  mw,  ,|ii;i; 

lllll   now  11  nIiiiI  miiiiiiiiIihI  Iiii. 
Willi  ni'llllli  Iniil.  liiirnMiiy  nllll'^, 
Ti  Illy,  lid  rIihI  ip|i»>iiI.b  II  miri' ; 
Kill'  nil  iniin  nin  Inln  lliln  )itiii'i> 
(M  iiio  III  I'lil  I'll  nliiil  liiiVM  {riMi'i'.  |iii'iii 

lii'Vi'i    I  limlili',  Willi  Rwiiiiliq  Iwpynn, 
'rii(ii(>li  mil  iMvii  linilo,  III  I'vi'ry  viiyni' 
J'l'I'Cnil  In  li»J,  with  iniiliy  a  wiimihIk, 
'rillMl  nliiMllin  nlilllilii  III   hill  Iiii  lininiln. 
l''iiini  lii'iiiiiiQliii  I  li,  ln'  iil(/lil  111   iliiy,    ,)iiH5 

I  nIiiiI  ilii(i>nilii  11,  11  I  niiiy, 
U'll  liiiiiliin  liny  i'*i'ii|ii'iiMtii 
or  I'l'li  niiuipi'  ('iiiiilli'lniin  I 
Ami  II  t    |iiii,\'  niiiM  \{,  |rri(iiiilti, 
llii|ilii||i  mil  Iiii   iiii'ii<Miinli>,'  |iii|ii 

'I'liiin  |iMnii(;iii  nil  liln  loi'l  (inn  Hlnmlo, 
Ami  lii'lilii  II  ImiiiIiiimi   III  liin  Immln 
W'lnlli  III  liln  li'(>,  III'  li'Mi'  liK  iiiMitilil, 

Mill    lllHI'Ifll    lllll   M'liri'l    Iiii   llltlll   Hiill(>lll. 

II  III'  midlil  I)  mill  I  mill  m  I  iinii,  I'iti 
\\  Iiii  I  Iiiii|>Ii  II  hi  I  iiiii|  ii  |  niiil  liii  I  liliv  |iiii'ii, 
0{  liny  uii|>|ii<,  lii>  iliilii  II  I  limn, 

'I'liiil   nil  inllii  Inlcliln  Inni'liii  ii  riiN(« 
(  H  I  Iiii  iiiniii'  mI  mImmiIi>  ; 

III' hIiIIIi'I  Ii  i'viiiy  nmn  will ii  pini 

'I'liiiB  liny  liy  ilin'  |iiinii|;iii   Im  wihh, 
Miiiii  wiiiiilli  Mil  mill  imiiii  tllvi'in, 
Ami 'ImIIi'I' iii>li  lliiih  iivi>i'  lin  wnn  ; 
l''ii|   lilm  (ill  nil    I  Milieu  '  iiIImn  I  ' 
fin    I  nil  nni\  imiiiilil,  lliiii|»li  lijq  liii,  ^m- 
lli'i  'i\  i'I    I  lllll    I   miiHl   iliiailiv 

M  \  n    lll'l  I  1'     II  It  II  u.    \^  III    III  I'ul    M    I  VI  i> 


Viiv  ninlmmll  I  wmillnul  mi. 

Kill'  <>oi'tMyiily,  III  pvpry  mptnlirn 

I  i|iiMkp,  t,vlinti  I  lllll  t'Ktnntiilirti  ,|ii<- 

<  il  I  Iiii  liiilniin,  wlil'li  |llinl  |  1  wnlild 

Kiillii  iil'lii  M  liny  fniin  iiml  lillnililn. 

Ami  wliiin  I  lliiiiilio  n|i<iii  lllll  kinni', 

Ah'l  Imw  iniii'liK  jnyii  iiml  lillfif«> 

I  liinlilii  I  liiii'cli  I  III!  nnvmir  Mwplti,         .pi- 

Knr  wiiiiln  III  It   I  |/i'iiii(i  Mini  (^rnli«. 

Mil  lliiiiil<illi  I  (ii|(i  yll,  in  my  iinnn 

'I'llli  BWI'lo  MMVnIir  llf  t  llli   IIIMIi, 

Anil  imw  I  •wniit  liinti  I  nint  jjo 

Hii  liir  lllll  I'i'iifinIim  lliiilliin  (rn,  ^ijn 

'I'll  Inn  I'lil  Wflrniiin  wki'b  llin  ili't'lli  ; 

AlmMtin  tliiiiiil,  iilliin,  hip  Mlnolli  t 

l''iir  wliylnin  with  liiin  iiifni,  mIInn, 

I   tmii'lioil  uimc,  limillli,  Mini  l'»fi<  ; 

lint  imw  iiio  i1«<t>lli  I  niiint  aliyiln,         ,|i/- 

lliil'  Imvo  <'iiiim<iil'P,  nimliiKr  lyilii, 

'i'lnit  iinlR  I  liiiii'lin  iiniy  iiml   ki'^nii, 

I  tiiiwn  my  |iiiyni<  ninti  iiiivit  II'imi', 

'I'lminn  \»  a!  my  cnvpllysi', 

Wliiili  lii'i'iit  niyii  JiPl'tii  in  mmiv  w.\hi'. 

Niiw  fiIimI  rii|iiiii'i<  i\unyn  niKliinifn,         4111 

Imni;  wmitIiii  nil  iil(rlil  in,  ami  im  flln|iln|{ii ; 

'I'lmntjlit  in  winnliinK,  Ininiiint,  iiml  w>, 

Willi  iniiny  a  liiininc;  In  iiml  Im, 

'I'liiit  liiiU'my  |iiiynii  I  inn  iml  li'lli>,      pt' 

li'iii'  I  iim  liilliin  lull)  linllii 

Ktnm  |ini'iiilyM  nml  wiilllii',  Ilin  innrp 

M,V  till  innnt  (jii'vi't  II  ;   niino  ami  mnrn 

Amiynlli  iinw  llii>  lilt  t  irnPNMti, 

'I'liiit    I  tiiliiin  liiivii  li'll  nwii|  iiuhhii,         II)" 

Ami  \\  ililiiil  'rnn(;i',  tliiticli  liin  rulnli(ii(ii, 

('iiilHi'tli  III  my  wn  nml  iIii'iIk. 

On  mil  lii<  li>yi>tli  a  iiiliniH  rliiii'Ki', 

jlli'iiiinn  llin  tiiii|;p  wan  In  Imi'kp. 

Niiw  It  Ih  lymn,  hIiiiiI  l.v  Hint   I  .|i|-. 

'rnllliyiill  Riiln   lliril(r  III  .l|i|iillFi,\  , 
Tliiit   wiin  in  (Tiiit  min|ipi'innn. 
Minntt'.hiiii  li'l'lo  III!  iHi  iiiaFinnii, 
'I'linl  nldiili  ciiimIii  Inyp,  IiM  iJlliMlnlll'  ; 
III!  IiIiimI  Iiiiiii  III  liinko  a  Iniir.  .)  >-<• 

Ami  IIimI,  lllll  niMiiH  liil'  111  liii|ii', 
Aliinilii  lii'iii  minlii  Im  n  illilii'  i|i'|iii, 
lll|jlit  wniidii'  tni'Ki'i  mill  III"'!  Iiioixl  ; 
l'|inii  Hip  wIiIcIip  iiInii  nlniiil 
01  Fii|nnii<il  rIiihii  11  ntiirilt'  \miI.  ,|  i 

\\  lili'li  nil  a  I'lniiKM  wiin  lniimli'il  iil. 
Ami  ilulil  ((I'i'l  t  hill  lii'iiPHHi' iM'li  il  hill, 

Ahnnliin,   it    WilH  Idlllkll^ll  Bl^tUU, 
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All  liiiiKJi  i>i|  iinliiiiiii  Mil  nvKi  \'  nvili', 

II  \Min  III  lli'liK  liiii|ii<  mill  vyili>.  >|i(i<i 

lii'nl    IIII.V  l\llli>  II    Willi'  ^af)ll^  It'll, 

l''iil  \vi>l  uliiitilii  il  wiiM  linlii.vti'il  ; 

Anil  iiiniiili' xnvlrnnn  pnk  with  hcI, 

l''iil  iiiiniy  It  I'li'liK  mill  liiii  li'mol, 

Al  I'xnrv  I'lM'lH'l'  III  I  Ilia  will  lirii 

WiiA  ni'li  II  liiiir  I'lil  I'l  liii'l|iiil  i 

Ami  (>vi>rli>li  liiiilili',  wllliiiiili'  liiMi', 

A  pll|'lll-l<lll,VH  iIi'IkiiriUiIk 

'I'll  |iii|ii>  III' t'lii'iiiliin,  mill  III  kium', 

'I'lllll    llllMK   lllr   lllli'li    Williln   |lll<M<.  |l,Ml 

Ami  )iri|(  miiiililii  lliln  |iiir|ii'ynii 
Wim  itiHHil  II  Iniir  iil'ifii'l  iiiiilnlrvfii'  ; 
A  riiii'iii'  hmiihIi  m>  iiiiiii  Willi  nlulil, 
tiiiiliii  mill  wv'li',  mill  III  Kinl  iiil(>lil. 
'I'lii'V  I  lii'l  ilii'ililii  iiiiiiii  iinniiiil  .|i;>-, 

(H  iiliiiiii,  Hiiniin,  mil'  pIiiiHiiiiI. 
I  |i'iir|  I  liii  li'tiiiinii'H  III  I  III'  mill  \uvi> 
Wiin  iiiiiMil  III  lli'iinr  wnmlnr  ilni'n  i 
Ol  i|iillil(ii  lymii  |ii'iniiiil  miil  I'tjl'i', 
'I'lii'  Mfliii'li  >viiH  li'iii|iri<il  w  M  II  vliii'uii'. 
'Till' nliiiiti  wiinlimil    |  iin  ttilMmiinl ,  pMi 

Wlii'iiil  I  liiiy  iiiiiiIm  llin  linimliii I, 

't'lin  liini'  wiiH  ciiiimlii,  miiiiil  In  iiiiiiiimh  | 

III  III  llilft  wmlil  nil  ili'lii'i   WHO, 

No    lll'tll'l    lllll|ii|>l|l'l|    t  IlI'MVll  lull.  ||K-, 

MiMllli'  llin  llMir  WMH  tllMllil  11   will, 

M.I  I  lull,  liilwiNl.  Ilinl  mill  Hill  liiiii, 

I  lliiBniH  Willi'  nt'i  III  nwi'lt'  niivuiir, 
Willi  nimiv  iiiniin  lliiil  limy  linii', 

Anil  iii'lt  willilii  I  ln>  I'liflli'l  WMiK  '|ii)ii 

H|irlll|{lllll|iN,  BIIIIIKIH,   IlllWH,  llll'lll'lu  , 

Ami  null  iiliMV»>,  ulli'  I'lniii'in, 

Mi'll  Hi'Vn  )ivi>r  llll>  Wlllln  uImiiiIh 

<  I  mil'  i'n|/y  m<n,   |  wliiilu'  \Mii  i>  iiiijli  IiuiiiIk  ; 

Ami  In  I  III'  lii'i  ni'ln,  lipiii  iiml  1 1 i  m-, 

oriti'liliinlnrH  ki'mI  |ili>ni(>n  wnn' 

Nniiii     urnilli'M    mlljlil.     Iili      nlml,"      ^^llll 
Mliimli', 

II  wi'iii  Inly  III  inni't)  III  IkiiiiIk, 
W'illiiiiil.  Mill  ilii'lm  wniii  linliiH  iiuiili>, 
Willi  wivIImh  liuliiylpil  Ihikii  mill  luuiln,  i^imi 
l<'iir  iiii'ii  mill  Imin  nIiiiIiIh  mil  iilloyni' 

'I'll  ni>l|rll   I  III!  illi'llii  iivi'l    III!'  lilnyilK. 

'I'liiiq  .li'loitnyp  liiilli  iiiivIiimiii 

Hi'l  iilMiiiIti  liJH  K'o  lii^niin 

Willi  witlldH  t'litimlii,  mill  illi  III!  ili>|iii,  ,|iiii; 

Itlih    llio  I'liai'i'  |m|'  III  lii>|iii. 

Anil  I  )iiiiii|{iii  {iiii|<  I,  III  ly  mill  laic 

'rili>  knypn  liM|iU>  III  Hii'  uUni' Kitfci, 


rill'  wliii'li  ii|ii'iii'l  II  liiwmil  llinpnnl, 

Ami  III'  liinliln  Willi  lilin  iilln  li'i'nl        ,|«iii 

'I'liillly  xiirvMiiiilfH,  tii'imii  li,^   ihiiiiu, 

'I'lllll  III  liiT  Kiili'  Itoplii  Mlimiii', 
Wliii'li  ii|iiini<ili',  itn  It  wiiH  I'lllll  II, 
'riiwiiiil  I  III!  |im  III  III  I  lin  nmil  II, 
Mi'iui'Miinli'H  iinfilumiil  wi'H'liii   In  \i\'; 

l''ul  niMiiy,  lili   willii  liii'  III  ilii. 

'I'limi  IhiHJn  liinlild  in  liii    luiillv 
Till'  liMjiInK  III  I  ln>  i'miii'mImIiIi'i  f  i>, 
'I'liwiiiil  llii>  mnlli,  I  nmliinliimlii, 
'I'lllll  ii|ii'm'i|  ii|iiin  IIii'  li'il  Immli',  \4ii< 

'I'liii  whii'li  till'  nii-lliinu  miiy  lii>  Rnii<, 
Mill  ir  nIiii  iIii  I  lili  I  lilny  I'liiii 
li'ilv  Mil  imniiwti  mill  iilnu  Ililn, 
Ml  1 1 II  inly  III  nlii'l  li>  mill  I  mi  it'  I  lit'  uiili', 
<  >l  I'M'iy  lliiiii;  I  lull  nlin  niil,v  fi'o  ^  i.>: 

Ih'iiiln  In  hIi'IiI,  wIi(||-rii  mIim  Im'  | 
|i'iii  w  nil  It  |Mill'  III  llli'l  winilii 
MiimIm  In  iinliiiili'il  III  lili   inimln, 
'I'lii'i  liiiii,  liii  nli'llniji'  III  I  III'  innii, 
I    Hull'  lili    iiiin^jlil   I  III!  villi'   lllli'liini'.       jiiH 
\  liiiilin  lllulili  will  liillltii  lill'  Hull, 
Ami  I'uli  M  Rliinliiwn,  11  filii>  II  ni'i', 

'riimiiu'  Wililii'il  'rnn^i',  I'liI  ul  i'Im\i', 
Willi  Fiiimliiinin  nl  Nm  miimlyi', 
An  III'  lliiil  I'liiifli'lli  III  till'  liiili',  'I'l-, 

Will  l(i'|iiii  III  Ilii'  liiiiillii'  i>iil<  , 
A  ml  iilnii  III  I  Im  lul  Imi    I  lllim 
III'  wuni  liil  iillii,  Im  III  npp, 
Wlimi  llin  jut   wiin  ill  witliii  II  iilulil, 
llin  liinl  iiiiiKinlin  wnlili'  Im  iHiil'i,         ■\  '{■> 
Kill'  III  liliiwp  mill  tiinliM  Niiiiii, 
liriiU'  llimi  liii  liiilli  I'lii'lmaiiiiii  . 
Ami  wnllii'ii  nil  ii|iiiii  I  III'  will, 
I'miii'in  mill  wiliullln  iiviii-iil 
li'iil  nm  wn  nMii'linii  ami  »in|iyi>  ;  .^i^^ 

'riiiiiiKli  lii>  imiiitlil'  iiiiiil,  yli  wiililii  III'  ly(i, 
I  Hai'iiiiliiiinl  I'vnr  1 1 II  III  nil  lilt  II, 
Ami  iliHluimil  rimii  im'luilyu, 
Ciiuliuvii  Im  W'lililii,  mill  Imili'  iaylii, 
Willi  li<ii'iipy|i«in  III  I 'ill  iiiiwayli',  |'->> 

In  lliiyli'n  iiiuiIm  Iim  illni'iirilaiiiii'i', 
Ami  ill  llin  miinili,  wllli  iiilni'liaiinrn, 
III'  wiilili' niiyn,  wllli  milun  iiuwu, 
'I'lllll  Im  |ii)>J  I'liiiil  IIII  wiiinmiin  liinM', 
Nil  Hull  Im  niiiiiili  iiimi'I',  In  liln  lyl,       .(j^g 
I'lllll  lllr  linnliiimliJ  n  I  ikwm  W.vI') 
Nil  IIIIIIII  nil  liil  III  lmiiiinl(i|i, 
'I'lllll  nim  nil  limijlii' ami  im>i  v  Im 
\\  liiiii   lliiil   ulm  iii'li'lli.  111    HUM    iia|iyM, 
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[Fragment  B. 


A  man  speken  of  lecheiye.  4260 

Everich  of  hem  hath  somme  vyce  ; 

Oon  is  dishonest,  another  is  nyce  ; 

If  oon  be  ful  of  vilauj-e, 

Another  liatli  a  likerous  yo  ; 

If  oon  be  ful  of  wantonesse,  4265 

Another  is  a  chideresse. 

Thns    "Wikkcd-Tunge    (god    yeve  him 
shame  !) 
Can  putte  hem  everichonc  in  blame 
Withoute  desert  and  canselos  ; 
He  lyeth,  though  they  been  gUtles.     4270 
I  have  pite  to  seen  the  sorwe, 
That  f  waketh  bothe  eve  and  morwe, 
To  innocents  doth  such  grevaunce  ; 
I  pray  god  yeve  him  evol  chaunce, 
That  he  ever  so  bisy  is  4275 

Of  any  womman  to  seyn  amis  ! 

Eek  Jelousye  god  confounde, 
That  hath  [y]-maad  a  tour  so  ronnde, 
And  made  aboiite  a  garisoun 
To  sette  Bialacoil  in  prisoun  ;  4280 

The  which  is  shet  there  in  the  tour, 
Ful  longe  to  holde  there  sojoxir, 
There  for  to  live[n]  in  penaunce. 
And  for  to  do  him  more  grevaunce, 
•f-Tlier  hath  ordeyned  Jelousye  4285 

An  olde  vekke,  for  to  espye 
The  maner  of  his  governaunce  ; 
The  whiche  devel,  in  hir  cnfaunce, 
Had  Icrned  [muche]  of  Loves  art, 
And  of  his  ployes  took  hir  part ;  4290 

She  was  f  expert  in  his  sel•^^,•se. 
She  knew  ech  wrenche  and  oveiy  gyse 
Of  love,  and  every  [loveres]  w^yle, 
It  was  [the]  harder  hir  to  gyle. 
Of  Bialacoil  slie  took  ay  hede,  4295 

That  ever  he  liveth  in  wo  and  drede. 
He  kepte  him  coy  and  eek  privee, 
Lest  in  him  she  hadde  see 
Any  foly  coiintenaunce, 
For  she  knew  al  the  olde  daunce.         4300 
And  aftir  this,  whan  Jelousye 
Had  Bialacoil  in  his  baillye. 
And  shette  him  up  that  was  so  free, 
For  seure  of  him  he  wolde  be, 
He  trusteth  sore  in  his  castel ;  4305 

The  stronge  werk  him  Ij-kctli  wel. 
He  dradde  nat  that  no  glotouns 
Shulde  stele  his  roses  or  Ixrtouns. 
The  roses  weren  assured  alle, 


Defenced  with  the  stronge  walle.         4310 
Now  Jelousye  ful  wel  may  be 
Of  drede  devoid,  in  libertee, 
Wlietlier  that  he  slope  or  wake  ; 
For  of  liis  roses  may  noon  be  take. 

But  I,  alias,  now  niorne  shal ;  4315 

Bicause  I  was  without  the  wal, 
Ful  mocho  dole  and  mone  I  made. 
Who  hailde  wist  what  wo  I  liadde, 
I  trowc  he  woUo  have  had  jiitee. 
Love  to  deere  had  sold  to  me  4320 

The  good  that  of  his  love  hadde  I. 
I  -i-wendo  a  bought  it  al  quoyntly  ; 
But  now,  thurgh  doubling  of  my  peyn, 
I  see  he  wolde  it  selle  ageyn, 
And  me  a  newe  bargeyn  lere,  4325 

The  which  al-out  the  more  is  dere, 
For  the  solace  that  I  have  lorn, 
Than  I  hadde  it  never  aforn. 
Certayn  I  am  ful  lyk,  indeed, 
To  him  that  cast  in  erthe  his  seed  ;     4330 
And  hath  joio  of  the  newe  spring. 
Whan  it  greneth  in  the  ginning, 
And  is  also  fair  and  fresh  of  flour, 
Lusty  to  seen,  swote  of  odour  ; 
But  er  ho  it  in  sheves  shere,  4335 

May  falle  a  weder  that  shal  it  dere, 
And  niake[n]  it  to  fade  and  falle. 
The  stalk,  the  grejTi,  aiid  floures  alle  ; 
That  to  the  f  tilier  is  fordone 
The  hope  that  he  hadde  to  sone.  4340 

I  drede,  certeyn,  that  so  faro  I ; 
For  hoi^o  and  travaile  sikerly 
Ben  me  biraft  al  with  a  storm  ; 
The  floure  nil  seden  of  my  com.    • 
For  Love  hath  so  avaunced  me,  4345 

Whan  I  bigan  my  privitee 
To  Bialacoil  al  for  to  telle, 
Whom  I  ne  fond  froward  ne  folic. 
But  took  a-gree  al  hool  my  play. 
But  Love  is  of  so  hard  assay,  4350 

That  al  at  onis  ho  reved  me. 
Whan  I  f  wend  best  aboveu  have  he. 
It  is  of  Love,  as  of  Fortiine, 
That  chaungeth  ofte,  and  nil  contmio  ; 
Which  whylom  wol  on  foUce  smylo,     4355 
And  gloumbo  on  hem  another  whylo  ; 
Now  froend,  now  foo,  [thoii]  shalt  liir  felo, 
For  [in]  a  twinlding  toiimeth  hir  vvhool. 
She  can  wrythe  hir  heed  awey, 
This  is  the  concours  of  hir  plej^ ;  4360 
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Slie  can  areyso  that  doth  mome, 

Aiul  whirlo  adown,  and  overtime 

AVho  sittith  hicghst,  fal  as  Mr  flist  ; 

A  tool  is  ho  that  wol  hir  trist. 

For  it  f  am  I  that  am  com  doun  4365 

Tluirgh  fchange  and  rt•^■olucioun  ! 

Sith  Bialacoil  mot  I'ro  nie.twinne, 

Shet  in  the  prisoun  yond  withinne, 

His  absence  at  mj-n  herte  I  iele  ; 

For  al  my  joye  and  al  myn  hele  4370 

Was  in  liim  and  in  the  rose, 

That  but  yon  fwid,  which  him  doth  close, 

Open,  that  I  may  him  see, 

"Love  nil  not  that  I  cured  be 

Of  the  pejTies  that  I  endure,  4375 

Xov  of  my  cniel  aventiire. 

A,  Bialacoil,  myn  owne  dere  I 
Though  thou  be  now  a  prisonere, 
Kepo  atte  Icste  thyn  horte  to  me, 
And  sufl're  not  that  it  daunted  be  ;      4380 
Xe  hit  not  Jelonsyo,  in  his  rage, 
Putten  th3-n  herte  in  no  scrt'age. 
Although  ho  chastice  thee  withoute, 
And  make  thy  body  unto  hini  loute, 
Hiue  herte  as  hard  as  dyamaunt,         4385 
Stedefhst,  and  nought  pliaunt  ; 
In  prisoun  though  thy  body  be, 
At  large  kepe  thjm  herte  free. 
A  trewe  herte  wol  not  plyo 
For  no  manace  that  it  may  clrj-e.         4390 
If  Jclousyo  doth  thee  paj-ne, 
Quj-te  him  his  whj-le  thus  agayne, 
To  venge  thee,  atte  leest  in  thought, 
If  other  way  thou  mayest  nought  : 
And  in  this  wyse  sotilly  4395 

A\'orche,  and  winne  the  maistry. 
But  j-it  I  am  in  gret  afiray 
Lest  tho\i  do  not  as  I  say  ; 
I  drede  thou  canst  me  greet  maugree, 
That  thoii  emprisoned  art  for  me  ;      4400 
But  that  [is]  not  for  my  trespas. 
For  thiirgh  me  never  discovered  was 
Yit  thing  that  oughte  be  secreo. 
'\^'L•1  more  anoy  [ther]  is  in  me, 
Thau  is  in  thee,  of  this  mischaunce  ;  4405 
For  I  endure  more  hard  penaunce 
Thau  any  [man]  can  seyn  or  thinke, 
That  for  the  sorwe  almost  I  sinke. 
"VMiau  I  remembre  me  of  my  wo. 
Ful  uygh  out  of  my  wit  I  go.  4410 

Inward  myn  herte  I  fele  blede, 


For  comfortlos  the  dooth  I  drede. 
Ow  I  not  wcl  to  have  distresse, 
Whan  false,  thnrgh  hir  wikkednesse. 
And  traitours,  that  am  envyous,  4415 

To  noyen  mo  bo  so  coragious  ? 

A,  Bialacoil !  ful  wcl  I  see, 
That  they  hem  shape  to  diseey^-e  thee, 
To  make  thee  buxom  to  hir  lawe, 
And  with  hir  corde  thee  to  drawe       44-'i-' 
'\^'lier-so  hem  lust,  right  at  hir  wil  ; 
I  drede  they  have  thee  brought  thertil. 
Withoute  comfort,  thought  me  sleeth  ; 
This  game  wol  bringe  me  to  my  deeth. 
For  if  your  fgode  wille  I  lose,  44  J5 

I  mote  be  deed  ;  I  may  not  chose. 
And  if  that  thou  foryeto  me, 
Mj-n  herte  shal  never  in  lyking  be  ; 
Nor  elles-where  finde  solace, 
If  I  be  put  out  of  your  grace,  4430 

As  it  shiil  never  been.  I  hope  ; 
Than  shulde  I  falle[i^  in  wanhope. 

[Here,  at  1.  4070  0/  the  French  text. 
ends  the  u-qrk  of  G.  de  Lorris  ;  and 
begins  the  uork  0/ Jean  de  Meun.] 

Alias,  in  wanhope  ? — nay,  pardee  ! 
For  I  wol  never  dispeired  be. 
If  Hope  me  faUe,  than  am  I  4435 

Ungracious  and  unworthy  ; 
In  Hope  I  wol  comforted  be. 
For  Love,  whan  he  bitaught  hir  me, 
Seide,  that  Hope,  wher-so  I  go, 
Shulde  ay  be  relees  to  my  wo.  4440 

But  what  and  she  my  balls  bete, 
And  be  to  me  curteis  and  swete  ? 
She  is  in  no-thing  ful  certeyu. 
Lovers  she  put  in  ful  gret  peyn. 
And  makith  hem  with  wo  to  dele.       4445 
Hir  fair  bihecst  discej'^'eth  fele, 
For  she  wol  bihote,  sikirly, 
And  fallen  aftir  outrelj'. 
A  !  that  is  a  ful  no3-ous  thing  ! 
For  manj'  a  lover,  in  loving,  445o 

Hangeth  upon  hii-,  and  trusteth  fast, 
Whiche  lese  hir  travel  at  the  last. 

!   Of  thing  to  comen  she  woot  right  nought ; 
Therfore,  if  it  be  wysly  sought, 
Hir  couuseille,  foly  is  to  take.  4455 

For  many  tymes,  whan  she  wol  make 

!  A  ful  good  silogisme,  I  drede 
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That  aftirwanl  tlier  shal  in  deile 

Folwe  an  evel  concliisioun  ; 

This  put  nae  in  contusionn.  4+<5o 

For  many  t\Tnes  I  have  it  seen, 

That  many  have  big-yled  been, 

For  trust  that  they  have  set  iii  Hope, 

Wliich  fol  hem  a'.'tirward  a-sh)pe. 

But  natheles  yit,  gladlj'  sho  wohle,  4465 
That  he,  that  wol  him  with  liir  liohle, 
Hadde  alle  tymes  +his  purpos  clere, 
Withoute  deceyte,  or  any  were. 
Tliat  she  desireth  sikirly  ; 
Whan  I  liir  bhinied,  I  ditl  foly.  4470 

But  wliat  avayleth  hir  good  willc, 
Wlian  sho  no  may  stavinche  my  stounde 

ille? 
That  helpith  litel,  that  she  may  do, 
Outake  biheest  unto  mj'  wo. 
And  heeste  certejm,  in  no  wj'se,  4475 

Withoute  yift,  is  not  to  -fpiyse. 

WJian  heest  and  deed  a-sundir  varie, 
Tliey  doou  [me  have]  a  gret  contrarie. 
Thus  am  I  possed  up  and  doun 
With  dool,  thouglit,  and  confasioun ;  44.S0 
Of  my  disese  ther  is  no  noumbre. 
Daunger  and  Shame  nie  encumbre, 
Drede  also,  and  Jelousye, 
And  Wikked-Tunge,  ful  of  envye. 
Of  whiche  the  sharpc  and  cruel  ire     44S5 
Ful  oft  me  put  in  gret  martire. 
They  hau  my  joye  fully  let, 
Sith  Bialacoil  they  liave  bishet 
Fro  me  in  prisoun  wikkidly, 
Whom  I  love  so  entierly,  4490 

That  it  wol  my  bane  be. 
But  I  the  soner  may  him  see. 
And  yit  moreover,  wnrst  of  alle, 
Ther  is  set  to  kcpe,  foiilo  hir  bitiille  ! 
A  rimplcd  vekko,  fer  ronno  in  age,      4495 
Frowning  and  yelowe  in  hir  visage, 
Wliich  in  awayto  lyth  day  and  night. 
That  noon  of  hem  may  have  a  sight. 
Xow  moot  my  sorwe  enforced  be  ; 
Ful  sotli  it  is,  that  Love  yaf  me  45^) 

Three  wonder  yiftes  of  his  grace. 
Which  I  have  lorn  now  in  this  place, 
Sith  they  ne  may,  withouto  dredo, 
Helpon  but  litol,  who  taketh  hcde. 
For  here  availcth  no  Swete-Thought,  4505 
And  Swete-Speche  helpith  right  nought. 
The  thridde  was  called  Swete-Loking, 


That  now  is  lorn,  without  lesing. 
[The]  yiftes  were  fair,  but  not  forthy 
They  holpo  me  but  simp[il]ly,  4510 

But  Bialacoil  [ma.y]  loosed  1», 
To  gon  at  largo  and  to  bo  free. 

I  For  him  my  lyf  lyth  al  in  do\it, 

I  But-if  ho  conio  the  r.ather  out. 

'  Alias  !  I  trowo  it  wol  not  been  !  4515 

For  how  shuld  I  evermore  him  seen  ? 

I  He  may  not  out,  and  that  is  wrong, 

I  Bicauso  the  tour  is  so  strong. 

I  How  shulde  ho  out  ?  by  whos  prowesse, 
Out  of  so  strong  a  forteresse  ?  45-o 

By  me,  certeyn,  it  nil  Ijo  do  ; 

;  God  woot,  I  have  no  wit  therto  ! 

.   But  wel  I  woot  I  was  in  rage, 

I  Whan  I  to  Love  dido  homage. 
Wlio  was  in  cause,  in  sothfastnesse,   45.'5 
But  hir-silf,  dame  Idelnesso, 
Wliich  me  conveyed,  thurgh  fair  pr.ayere, 
To  entro  into  that  fair  vergere  ? 
Sho  was  to  blame  me  to  leve, 
The  which  now  doth  me  sore  grove.    45_^o 
A  foolis  word  is  nought  to  trowe, 
Ne  worth  an  appel  for  to  lowe  ; 
Men  shulde  him  snibbe  bittirlj', 
At  x>ryme  temps  of  his  folj'. 
I  was  a  fool,  and  sho  mo  leved,  45<5 

Thurgh  wliom  T  am  right  nought  rolcved. 
.She  acconiplisshed  al  my  wil, 
That  now  mo  grcveth  wondir  il. 
Resoiin  mo  seide  what  shulde  fallo. 
A  fool  my-silf  I  may  wel  calle,  4540 

That  love  asyde  I  had  not  lejde, 
And  trowed  that  dame  Resoun  seydo. 
Eesoun  had  bothe  skilo  and  right, 
Whan  sho  mc  blamed,  with  al  hir  might, 
To  medio  of  love,  that  hath  mo  shent ; 
But  coi-teyn  now  I  wol  repent.  4546 

'  And  shulde  I  repent  ?    Nay,  parde  ! 
A  fals  traitour  than  shulde  I  be. 
The  dovollcs  ongins  woldo  me  take, 
If  I  my  f  lorde  woldo  forsake,  4550 

Or  Bialacoil  falsly  bitraye. 
Shulde  I  at  mischeef  hate  him  ?  nay, 
Sith  ho  now,  for  his  curtesye, 
Is  in  prisoun  of  Jelousye. 
C'urtcsyo  certoyn  dido  he  me,  4555 

So  fmuchc,  it  may  not  yolden  be, 
Whan  he  the  hay  passen  me  lete, 
To  kisso  the  rose,  faire  and  sweto  : 
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Shtilfle  I  therforc  cunnc  hini  mau^t-e  ? 

Nay,  certcynly,  it  shal  not  bo  ;  4560 

For  Love  shal  never,  fif  gotl  wil, 

Here  of  me,  thurgli  word  or  wi]. 

Offence  or  complaynt,  more  or  Icsse, 

Neither  of  Hope  nor  Llilnesse  ; 

For  certis,  it  were  wrong  that  I  4565 

Hated  liem  fur  hir  curtesye. 

Ther  is  not  ell  is,  but  suffre  and  thinke, 

And  waken  whan  I  shulde  winkc  ; 

Abyde  in  hope,  til  Love,  thurgli  chaunce, 

Sende  me  soconr  or  allcgeaunce,  4570 

ETpectant  ay  til  I  may  meto 

To  geten  mercy  of  that  swete. 

'  AVhylom  I  thinke  how  Love  to  m© 
Seyde  ho  wolde  take[n]  att[e]  gree 
My  servise,  if  unpacience  4575 

Caused  me  to  doon  offence. 
He  seyde,  "  In  thank  I  shal  it  take, 
And  high  maister  eek  thee  make. 
If  wikkednesso  ne  reve  it  thee  ; 
But  sono,  I  trowe,  that  shal  not  be.''  4580 
These  were  his  wordis  by  and  by  ; 
It  semed  he  loved  me  trewly. 
Now  is  ther  not  but  serve  him  wele, 
If  that  I  thinke  his  thank  to  fele. 
My  good,  mjTi  harm,  Ij'th  hool  in  me  ; 
In  Love  may  no  defaute  be  ;  4586 

For  trewe  Love  •j-failid  never  man. 
Sotlily,  the  faute  mot  ncdis  than 
(As  God  forbedo  !)  be  foundc  in  me, 
And  how  it  cometh,  I  can  not  see.      4590 
Now  lat  it  goon  as  it  may  go  ; 
Whether  Love  wol  socourc  me  or  slo. 
He  may  do  hool  on  me  his  wil. 
I  am  so  sore  bounde  him  til, 
From  his  servjse  I  may  not  fleeu  ;      4595 
For  lyf  and  deth,  withoiiten  wane, 
Is  in  his  hand  ;  I  may  not  chese  ; 
He  may  me  do  bothe  winne  and  lese. 
And  sith  so  sore  he  doth  me  greve, 
Yit,  if  my  lust  he  wokle  acheve  460x5 

To  Bialacoil  goodly  to  be, 
I  yeve  no  force  what  felle  on  me. 
For  though  I  dye,  as  I  mot  nede, 
I  prayc  Love,  of  his  goodlihede. 
To  Bialacoil  do  gentilnesse,  4CK15 

For  whom  I  live  in  such  distresse, 
That  I  mote  dej-en  for  pentttince. 
But  first,  withoute  repentaunce, 
I  wol  me  confesse  in  good  entent. 


And  make  in  haste  my  testament,      4610 
As  lovers  doon  that  felen  snierte  : — 
To  Bialacoil  Icve  I  myn  herte 
Al  hool,  withoute  departing, 
Or  doublenesse  of  rei)enting.' 

Coment  Kaisoun  vient  a  L'amant. 

Thus  as  I  made  my  passage  4615 

In  compleynt,  and  in  cruel  rage. 
And  I  f  nist  wher  to  finde  a  leche 
That  couthe  unto  myn  helping  eche, 
Sodeynly  agayn  conien  doun 
Out  of  hir  tour  I  saugh  Resoiui,  4620 

Discrete  and  wys,  and  ful  plesaunt. 
And  of  hir  porte  ful  avenaunt. 
Tlie  righte  wey  she  took  to  me, 
Wliich  stood  in  greet  perplexite, 
That  was  posshed  in  every  side,  4^^-3 

That  I  nist  where  I  might  abyde. 
Til  she,  demurely  sad  of  chere, 
Seide  to  me  as  she  com  nere  : — 

'  MjTiowne  freend,  art  thou  yit  greved? 
How  is  this  quarel  yit  acheved  4''3o 

Of  Loves  sydc  ?     Anoon  me  telle  ; 
Hast  thou  not  yit  of  love  thy  fillc  ? 
Art  thou  not  wery  of  tihy  soi-vj-so 
Tliat  thee  hath  [pyned]  in  sich  wyse  ? 
Wliat  joye  hast  thou  in  thy  loving  ?  4615 
Is  it  swete  or  bitter  thing  ? 
Canst  thou  yit  chese,  lat  me  see. 
What  best  thy  socour  mighte  be  ? 

'  Thou  servest  a  ful  noble  lord. 
That  maketli  thee  thral  for  thy  reward, 
Which  ay  renewith  thy  tarment,        4641 
With  foly  so  he  hath  thee  blent. 
Tliou  felle  in  mischeof  thilke  day. 
Whan  thou  didest,  the  sothe  to  say, 
Obeysaunce  and  eek  homage  ;  4<>45 

Thou  wroughtest  no-thing  as  the  sage. 
Whan  thou  bicam  his  lioge  man, 
Thou  didist  a  gret  foly  than  ; 
Thou  wistest  not  what  fel  thei-to, 
With  what  lord  thou  haddist  to  do.    4650 
If  thou  haddist  him  wel  knowe. 
Thou  haddist  nought  be  brouglit  so  lowe  ; 
For  if  thou  wistest  what  it  were. 
Thou  noldist  serve  him  half  ayeer, 
Not  a  weke,  nor  half  a  daj',  4655 

Ne  yit  an  hour  withoute  delay, 
Ne  never  f  han  loved  paramoui-s, 
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His  lordship  is  so  fnl  of  slioiires. 
Kuowest  liim  ought  ? ' 

L'Amaitnt.  '  Ye,  dame,  parde  ! ' 

liaisoun.     '  Nay,  nay.' 

L'Amavnt.       '  Yes,  I.' 

Bahoun.  '  Wherof,  lat  see  ? '  4660 

L'Amaunt.     '  Of  that  he  seyde  I  shiilde 
be 
Glad  to  hare  sicli  lorias  he. 
And  niaister  of  sich  seignory.' 

Baisoun.     '  Knowist  him  no  more  ?  ' 

L'Amaunt.  '  Nay,  certis,  I, 

Save  that  he  yaf  me  rewles  there,       4665 
And  wente  his  wey,  I  niste  where. 
And  I  abood  bovinde  in  balaunce.' 

BaisoHn.    '  Lo,  there  a  noble  conisaimce  I 
But  I  wil  that  thou  kuowe  him  now 
Ginning  and  ende,  sith  that  thon       4670 
Ai't  so  anguisshous  and  mate,- 
Disfigured  out  of  astate  ; 
Ther  may  no  ■wrecche  have  more  of  wo, 
Ne  caitif  noon  enduren  so. 
It  were  to  every  raan  sitting  4675 

Of  his  lord  have  knowleclung. 
For  if  thou  knewe  him,  out  of  dout, 
Lightly  thou  shulde  escapen  out 
Of  the  prisoun  that  marreth  thee.' 

L'Amaunt.     'Ye,  dame!  sith  my  lord 
is  he,  4680 

And  I  his  man,  maad  with  myn  honde, 
I  wolde  right  fayn  undirstonde 
To  knowe[n]  of  what  kinde  he  be, 
If  any  wolde  enforme  me.' 

Baisoun,     '  I  wolde,'  seid  Eesoun,  '  thee 
lere,  4685 

Sith  thou  to  lerne  hast  sich  desire. 
And  shewe  thee,  withouten  fable, 
•A  thing  that  is  not  demonstrable. 
Thou  slialt  [here  lerne]  without  science, 
And  knowe,  withoute  experience,       4690 
The  thing  that  may  not  knowen  be, 
Ne  wist  ne  shewid  in  no  degree. 
Thou  inayst  the  sothe  of  it  not  witen, 
Tlioiigh  in  thee  it  were  writen. 
Thou  shalt  not  knowe  therof  more     4695 
"WTiyle  thou  art  reuled  by  his  lore  ; 
But  unto  him  that  love  wol  flee, 
The  knotte  may  unclosed  be, 
Wliich  hath  to  thee,  as  it  is  founde. 
So  long  bq  knet  and  not  unboxmde.    4/00 
Now  eette  wel  thjna  entencioun. 


To  here  of  lo\-e  discripcioun. 

'  Love,  it  is  an  hateful  pees, 
A  free  acquitaunce,  without  relees, 
f  A  trouthe,  fret  full  of  falshede,  4705 

A  sikernesse,  al  set  in  drede  ; 
In  horto  is  a  dispeiring  hope, 
And  fnlle  of  hope,  it  is  wanhope  ; 
Wyse  woodnesse,  and  wood  resouu, 
A  swete  peril,  in  to  droune,  4710 

An  lie^'y  birthen,  light  to  here, 
A  wikked  wawe  awey  to  were. 
It  is  Caribdis  perilous, 
Disagreable  and  gracious. 
It  is  discordaunce  that  can  accorde,    4715 
And  accordaunce  to  discorde. 
It  is  ciiuning  withoute  science, 
Wisdom  withoute  sapience. 
Wit  withoiTte  discrecioun, 
Havoir,  withoute  possessioun.  4720 

It  is  "tsike  hele  and  hool  siknesse, 
A  f  thrust  drowned  "j-in  dronkenesse, 
f  An  helthe  ful  of  maladye. 
And  charitee  ful  of  envye, 
-)-An  hunger  ftil  of  habundaunce,         4725 
And  a  gredy  suffisaunce  ; 
Delyt  right  ful  of  he^^nesse, 
And  dreri[h]ed  ful  of  gladnesse  ; 
Bitter  swetnesso  and  swete  errour. 
Right  evel  savoured  good  savour  ;        4730 
•f-Sinne  that  pardoun  hath  withinne. 
And    pardoun    spotted    Avithout    [with] 

sinne ; 
A  peyne  also  it  is,  joyous, 
And  felonye  right  pitous  ; 
Also  pley  that  selde  is  stable,  4735 

And  stedefast  [stat],  right  mevable  ; 
A  strengthe,  weyked  to  stonde  ujiright. 
And  feblehesse,  ful  of  might ; 
Wit  una\'j'sed,  sago  fol5^e. 
And  joj^e  ful  of  turmentrye  ;  4740 

A  laughter  it  is,  weping  ay, 
Eest,  that  traveyleth  night  and  day  ; 
Also  a  swete  hello  it  is. 
And  a  sorowful  Paradys  ; 
A  plcsaunt  gayl  and  esy  prisoun,         4745 
And,  ful  of  froste,  somer  sesoun  ; 
Prymo  temps,  ful  of  frostes  whj-te. 
And  May,  devoide  of  al  dclyte. 
With  seer  braunchos,  blosspms  tingrene  ; 
And  newc  I'rnyt,  fiUid  with  winter  tene. 
It  is  a  slowo,  may  not  forbere  4751 
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Eagges,  ribaned  with  gold,  to  were; 

For  al-so  wol  wol  love  be  set 

Under  raggcs  as  richo  rochet  ; 

And  oek  as  wel  f  be  amoiarettes  4755 

In  mourning  blak,  as  bright  burnettes. 

For  noon  is  of  so  mochel  prys, 

Ke  no  man  fonnden  [is]  so  ■\v>'s, 

Ne  noon  so  high  is  of  parage, 

Ne  no  man  founde  of  wit  so  sage,        4760 

No  man  so  hardy  ne  so  wight, 

Ne  no  man  of  so  mochel  might, 

Noon  so  liilfilled  of  bimnte, 

"l-But  he  with  love  may  daianted  bo. 

Al  the  world  holdith  this  way  ;  47^5 

Lo^'e  makith  alle  to  goon  miswey. 

But  it  he  they  of  yvel  Ij-f, 

Whom  Greuiiis  cursith,  man  and  wyf. 

That  wrongly  wcrke  ageyn  nature. 

Noon  suche  I  love,  ne  have  no  cure     4770 
,  Of  suche  as  Loves  servaunts  been, 

And  wol  not  by  my  counsel  fleen. 

For  1  ne  preyse  that  loving, 

MTier-thurgh  man,  at  the  laste  ending, 

Shal  calls  hem  wrecchis  fuUe  of  wo,   4775 

Love  greveth  hem  and  shendith  so. 

But  if  thou  wolt  wel  Love  eschtiwe. 

For  to  escape  out  of  his  mewe. 

And  make  al  hool  thy  sorwe  to  slake, 

No  bettir  counsel  mayst  thou  take,     4780 

Than  thinke  to  fleen  wel,  y-wis  ; 

May  nought  helpe  elles  ;    for  wite  thou 
this  :— 

If  t-hou  flee  it,  it  shal  flee  thee  : 
Folowe  it,  and  folowen  shal  it  thee.' 
L'Amaunt.     Whan   I   hadde    herd    al 
Eesouu  seyn,  4785 

Which  hadde  spilt  hir  spoche  in  veyu  : 
'  Dame,'  sej^de  I,  '  I  dar  wel  sey 
Of  this  avauut  me  wel  I  may 
That  from  your  scole  so  deviaunt 
I  am,  that  never  the  more  avaunt      4790 
Eight  nought  am  I,  thurgh  your  doctryne ; 
I  dulle  under  your  disciplyne  ; 
I  wot  no  more  than  [I]  wist  "f-er, 
To  me  so  contrario  and  so  fer 
Is  e\ery  thing  that  ye  mo  lere  ;  4795 

And  j-it  I  can  it  al  fparcnere. 
Myn  herte  foryetith  therof  right  nought, 
It  is  so  writcn  in  my  thought  ; 
And  depe  fgravcn  it  is  so  tendir 
That  al  by  herte  I  can  it  rendre,        4800 


And  rede  it  over  comunelj' ; 
But  to  my-silf  lewedist  am  I. 

'  But  sith  ye  love  discreven  so, 
And  lakko  and  preise  it,  bothe  two, 
Defyneth  it  into  this  letter,  4805 

That  I  may  thenke  on  it  the  better 
For  I  horde  never  f  dilfyne  it  ere, 
And  wilfully  I  wplde  it  lere.' 

Raisoiin.     '  If  love  be  serched  wel  and 

sought, 
It  is  a  sykenesse  of  the  thought  4810 

Annexed  and  -fknet  bitwise  tweyne, 
f  Which  male  and  female,  with  00  cheyne, 
So  frely  byndith,  that  they  nil  twinne, 
"Whether  so  therof  they  lose  or  winne. 
The  rooto  sjiringith,  thurgh  hoot  bren- 

ning,  .  4815 

Into  disordinat  desiring 
For  to  kissen  and  enbrace, 
And'at  her  lust  them  to  solace. 
Of  other  thing  love  recehith  nonght, 
Bvit  settcth  hir  herte  and  al  hir  thought 
More  for  delectacioun  4821 

Than  any  procreacioun 
Of  other  fruji;  by  f  engendring  ; 
Which  love  to  god  is  not  plesing  ; 
For  of  hir  body  fruyt  to  get  4825 

They  yeve  no  force,  they  are  so  set 
Upon  delyt,  to  pley  in-fere. 
And  somme  have  also  this  manere, 
To  fojuon  hem  for  love  soke  : 
Sich  love  I  preise  not  at  a  leke.  4830 

For  paramours  they  do-but  fej-ne  ; 
To  love  truly  they  disdeyne. 
They  falsen  ladies  traitoursly. 
And  swercn  hem  othes  utterly, 
With  manj'  a  lesing,  and  many  a  fable, 
And  al  they  finden  deceyvable.  4836  • 

And,  whanne  they  -j-her  lust  han  geten, 
The  hoote  ernes  they  al  foryeten. 
Wimmen,  the  harm  the.v  byen  ful  sore  ; 
Biit  men  this  thenken  evermore,        4840 
That  lasse  harm  is,  so  mote  I  thee, 
Disceyve  them,  than  disceyved  be  ; 
And  namely,  -wher  they  ne  may 
Finde  non  other  mono  we,v. 
For  I  wot  wel,  in  sothfastnesse.  4845 

That  f  who  doth  now  his  bis.vnesse 
With  any  womman  for  to  dele. 
For  any  lust  that  he  may  fele, 
But -if  it  be  for  engendrure, 
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He  (loth  trespasse,  I  you  ensure.  4850 

For  he  shuWc  settoii  al  his  wil 

To  geten  a  likly  thing  him  til, 

And  to  sustene[n],  if  he  might, 

And  kepo  forth,  by  kindes. right, 

His  owne  lykncsse  and  scmblable,       4855 

For  bicause  al  is  commpable. 

And  failo  shiildc  succcssioun, 

Ne  were  f  ther  gencraoioiin 

Onr  sectis  strene  for  to  save. 

Whan  fader  or  moder  am  in  grave,  4860 

Hir  children  shulde,  whan  they  ben  deede, 

Ful  diligent  ben,  in  hir  steede. 

To  use  that  werlio  on  such  a  wyse. 

That  con  may  thurgh  another  ryse. 

Tlierfore  set  Kindo  t'ierin  delyt,  4865 

Fi>r  men  therin  shulde  hem  delyte. 

And  of  that  dedo  bo  not  erke, 

But  ofte  sythes  haunt  tliat  werke. 

For  noon  wolde  drawe  thcrof  a  draught 

Ne  were  delyt,  •which  hath  him  caught. 

This  hadde  sotil  dame  Nature  ;  4871 

For  noon  goth  right,  I  tliec  ensure, 

Ne  hath  entent  hool  ne  parfyt ; 

For  hir  dosir  is  for  delyt-. 

The  which  fortened  crece  and  eke       48-5 

Tlie  pipy  of  love  for-ofte  seke, 

And  thrall(3  hem-silf,  they  be  so  nyce. 

Unto  the  prince  of  every  vyce. 

For  of  ech  sinne  it  is  the  rote, 

UnlefuUe  lust,  though  it  be  sote,         4880 

And  of  al  yvel  tlio  racyne, 

As  Tulhus  can  deterniyne. 

Which  in  his  tymo  was  ful  sage, 

In  a  boke  he  made  of  Age, 

Wlier  tliat  more  he  preyseth  Eldo,      4SS5 

Tliongh  ho  bo  croked  and  unwelde, 

And  more  of  commendacioun. 

Than  Youthe  in  his  discripcioun. 

For  Youthe  set  botho  man  and  yvyf 

In  al  perel  of  soulo  and  lyf ;  4890 

And  perel  is,  but  men  have  grace. 

The  f  tymo  of  youthe  for  to  pace, 

Withoute  any  deth  or  distresse, 

It  is  so  ful  of  wildenesse  ; 

So  ofte  it  doth  shame  or  damage       '  4895 

To  him  or  to  liis  linage. 

It  ledith  m.in  now  up,  now  doun, 

In  mochel  dissolucioun, 

And  makith  him  love  yvef company. 

And  ledo  his  lyf  disrewlily,  4900 


And  halt  him  payed  with  noon  estate. 

Within  liim-silf  is  such  debate. 

He  chaiingith  jnirpos  and  entent, 

And  yalt  [liim]  into  sona  covent, 

To  liven  aftir  licr  empryse,  4'A>5 

And  lesith  fredom  and  fraunchyse. 

That  Nature  in  him  hadde  set. 

The  which  agoyn  ho  may  not  get. 

If  he  there  make  his  mansioun 

For  to  abj'do  professioun.  49 ''^ 

Though  for  a  tyme  his  herte  absente, 

It  may  not  fayle,  he  shal  repente. 

And  eke  abyde  thilke  day 

To  Icvo  his  abit,  and  goon  his  way, 

And  lesith  his  worship  and  his  name. 

And  dar  not  come  ageyn  for  shame  ;  4916 

But  al  his  lyf  he  doth  so  mourne, 

Bicause  he  dar  not  liooni  retourne. 

Fredom  of  kinde  so  lost  hath  ho 

That  never  may  recured  be,  49JO 

fBut-if  that  god  him  graunte  grace 

That  ho  may,  or  he  hennes  pace, 

Contoyne  undir  obedience 

Thiirgli  the  vertu  of  pacience. 

For  Youthe  set  man  in  al  folye,  49^5 

In  unthrift  and  in  ribaudye, 

In  leccherye,  and  in  outrage, 

So  ofte  it  cliaungitli  of  corage. 

Youthe  ginneth  ofte  sicli  bargeyn. 

That  may  not  endo  withoixten  peyn.  4930 

In  gret  perel  is  set  youth-hede, 

Dolyt  so  doth  his  bridil  lode. 

Delyt  -j-tlius  hangith,  drede  thee  nought, 

Botho  mannis  body  and  his  thouglit, 

Only  thurgh  •[- Youthe,  his  chamberere, 

That  to  don  yvel  is  customere,  40,56 

And  of  nought  elles  taketh  hede 

But  only  folkes  for  to  lede 

Into  rlisporte  and  wildenesse, 

So  is  [she]  froward  from  sadnesse.       494'} 

'  But  Elde  drawith  ]iem  therfro  ; 
Wlio  wot  it  nought,  ho  may  wel  go 
f  Demand  of  hem  tluit  now  am  oldo, 
Tliat  wliylom  Youtlic  hadde  in  holde, 
Wliicli  yit  fremembrc  of  tendir  age,  4045 
How  it  hem  brought  in  many  a  rage, 
And  many  a  foly  therin  wrought. 
But  now  that  I'^ldo  hath  fhem  thvirgli- 

sought, 
Tlicy  repente  hem  of  her  folye. 
That  Youtlio  liem  putte  in  jupardye,  4950 
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111  perel  and  in  niuclu!  wi>, 
And  made  hem  ot'te  amis  to  do, 
And  suen  yvel  company*?, 
Riot  and  avontorj'e. 

'  But  Eldo  f  can  ageyn  restreyne      4955 
From  suclio  foly,  and  rotVoj-ne, 
And  set  men,  bj'  hir  ortlinannco, 
In  good  renle  and  in  governatince. 
But  y^-el  she  spendith  hir  servyse, 
For  no  man  vcol  hir  love,  -fne  pryse;  4960 
She  is  hated,  this  wot  I  wele. 
Hir  acquej-ntaunce  wolde  no  man  tele, 
Ne  han  of  Elde  companye, 
Men  hate  to  be  of  hir  alye. 
For  no  man  wolde  bioomen  olde,         4965 
Xe  dye,  whan  he  is  yong  and  Ijoldo. 
And  Elde  merv'eilith  right  gretlj-. 
Whan  they  remembre  hem  inwardly 
Of  many  a  perelons  empryse, 
Whiche   that   they  wrought   in    sondry 
wj-se,  4970 

How  ever  they  might,  withonte  blame, 
Escape  awey  withonte  shame, 
In  yonthe,  withovite[n]  damage 
Or  repreef  of  her  linage, 
Losse  of  niembre,  sheding  of  blode,     49-5 
Perel  of  deth,  or  losse  of  good. 

'  Wost    thou    nought    whore    Youthe 
abit, 
Tliat  men  so  preisen  in  her  wit  ? 
With  Delyt  she  halt  sojour, 
For  bothe  thoy  dwelleu  in  00  tour.     4980 
As  longe  as  Youthe  is  in  sesoun, 
They  dwellen  in  oon  mansioun. 
Delyt  of  Youthe  wol  have  servyse 
To  do  what  so  he  wol  devyse  ; 
And  Youthe  is  redy  evermore  4985 

F<ir  to  obey,  for  smerte  of  sore, 
Unto  Delj't,  and  him  to  j'ive 
Hir  servise,  whyl  that  she  may  live. 

'  Where  Elde  abit,  I  wol  thee  telle 
Shortly,  and  no  whylo  dwelle,  499" 

For  thider  bihoveth  thee  to  go.  ' 
If  Deth  in  yoiithe  thee  not  slo, 
Of  tliis  journey  thou  maist  not  faile. 
With  hir  Labour-  and  Ti-availe 
Logged  been,  with  Sorwe  and  Wo,      4995 
That  never  out  of  hir  courte  go. 
Pe^Tie  and  Distresso,  Syknesse  and  Ire, 
And  Malencoly,  that  angry  sire, 
Ben  of  hir  paleys  senatours  ; 


Oroning     and    Grucching,    liir    herber- 
geours,  5<xxj 

The  day  and  night,  hir  to  turment. 
With  cruel  Deth  they  hir  present, 
And  tcllen  hir,  erlicho  and  late, 
That  Dfth  fstant  armed  at  hir  gate. 
Than  bringe  they  to  hir  rememVjraunce 
The  foly  dcdis  of  hir  infaunce,  5006 

Which  causen  hir  to  mournc  in  wo 
That  Youthe  hath  hir  bigilod  so, 
Which  sodejTily  awey  is  hasted. 
She   fwepeth  the   tyme   that    she   hatli 
wasted,  5010 

Complejming  of  the  preterit, 
And  the  present,  that  not  abit. 
And  of  hir  olde  vanitee, 
Thatj  but  afom  hir  she  may  see 
In  the  future  som  socour,  5015 

To  leggen  hir  of  hir  dolour. 
To  graunt  hir  tyme  of  repentaunce, 
For  hir  sinnes  to  do  penaunce, 
And  at  the  laste  so  hir  governe 
To  winne  the  joy  that  is  eterne,  50^0 

Fro  which  go  bakward  Youthe  -f-hir  made, 
In  vauitce  to  droune  and  wade. 
For  present  tyme  abidith  nought, 
It  is  more  swift  than  any  thought ; 
So  litel  whyle  it  doth  endure  50^5 

That  ther  nis  conipte  ne  mesure. 

'  But  how  that  ever  the  game  go. 
Who  list  -|-have  joye  and  mirth  also 
Of  love,  be  it  he  or  she, 
High  or  lowe,  who[so]  it  be,  5030 

In  fruyt  they  shiilde  hem  delyte  ; 
Her  part  they  may  not  elles  quj'to. 
To  save  hem-silf  in  honestee. 
And  yit  ful  many  oon  I  see 
Of  wimmen,  sothly  for  to  seyne,  5035 

That  [ay]  desire  and  wolde  fayne 
Tlie  pley  of  love,  they  be  so  wilde. 
And  not  coveite  to  go  with  childe. 
And  if  with  child  they  be  perchaiince, 
They  wole  it  holde  a  gret  mischaunce  ; 
But  what-som-ever  wo  thoy  fele,  5041 

Thoj'  wol  not  pleyne,  but  concele  ; 
But-if  it  be  any  fool  or  nyce, 
In  whom  that  shame  hath  no  justyce. 
For  to  delj-t  echon  they  drawe,  5<>45 

That  haunte  this  work,  bothe  high  and 

lawe, 
Save  sich  that  ar[e]n  worth  right  nought. 
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That  for  money  wol  be  Twtight. 

Sucb  love  I  preise  in  no  wyse, 

Whan  it  is  fgivcn  for  coveitise.  5050 

I  preise  no  woniman,  thoiigh  fshe  be  wood, 

That  yeveth  hir-silf  for  any  good. 

For  litel  shnldo  a  man  telle 

Of  hir,  that  wol  hir  bodj'  selle, 

Be  she  mayde,  be  she  wj'f,  5055 

That  qnik  wol  selle  hir,  by  hir  lyf. 

How  faire  chere  that  ever  she  make, 

He  is  a  wrecche,  I  iindirtake, 

That  -t-loreth  snch  one,  for  swete  or  sour, 

Though  she  him  calle  hir  paramour,  5060 

And  laugheth  on  him,  and  makith  him 

feeste. 
For  cei'teyuly  no  suche  [a]  beeste 
To  be  loved  is  not  worthy. 
Or  here  the  name  of  dm[e]ry. 
Noon  shulde  hir  please,  but  he  were  wood. 
That  wol  dispoile  him  of  his  good.      5066 
Yit  nevertheles,  I  wol  not  sey 
•f-But  she,  for  solace  and  for  pley. 
May  a  jewel  or  other  thing 
Take  of  her  loves  free  yeving  ;  5070 

But  that  she  aske  it  in  no  wyse, 
For  drede  of  shame  of  coveityse. 
And  she  of  hirs  may  him,  certeyn, 
Withoute  sclaundro,  yeven  agej'n. 
And  joyne  her  hertes  togidrc  so  5075 

In  love,  and  take  and  yevc  also. 
Trowe  not  that  I  wolde  hem.  twinne, 
"Wlian  in  her  love  ther  is  no  sinne  ; 
I  wol  that  they,  togedre  go, 
And  doon  al  that  they  ban  ado,  5080 

As  cartels  shuldn  and  dobonaire. 
And  in  her  love  beren  hem  faire, 
Withoute  vyce,  bothe  he  and  she  ; 
So  that  alwey,  in  honestee. 
Fro  foly  love  +they  kepe  hem  clere     5085 
That  brenneth  hertis  with  his  fere  ; 
And  that  her  love,  in  any  wyse. 
Be  devoid  of  coveityse. 
Good  love  shiilde  cugendrid  be 
Of  trewe  herte,  just,  and  secree.  5090 

And  not  of  such  as  sette  her  thought 
To  have  her  lust,  and  ellis  nought, 
So  are  they  caught  in  Loves  lace, 
Tnily,  for  bodily  solace.  - 
Fleshly'  dclyt  is  so  present  5095 

With  thee,  that  sette  al  thyn  cntent, 
Withoute  more  (what  shulde  I  glose  ?) 


For  to  gete  and  have  the  Rose ; 

Which  makith  thee  so  mate  and  wood 

That  thou  desirest  noon  other  good.  5100 

But  thou  art  not  an  inche  the  nerre, 

But  ever  abydcst  in  sorwe  and  werre, 

As  in  thy  face  it  is  sene  ; 

It  makith  thee  bothe  pale  and  lene  ; 

Thy  might,  thy  vertu  goth  away.        5105 

A  sory  gcst,  in  goode  fay. 

Thou  fherberedest  than  in  thyn  inne, 

The  God  of  Love  whan  thou  let  inne  ! 

'Wherfore  I  rede,  thou  shette  him  out. 

Or  he  shal  greve  thee,  out  of  doute  ;   5110 

For  to  th^-  profit  it  wol  turnc, 

If  he  nomore  with  thee  sojoiirne. 

In  gret  mischeef  and  sorwe  sonken 

Ben  hertis,  that  of  love  am  dronken. 

As  thou  peraventure  knowen  shal,       51 15 

Whan  thou  hast  lost  fthy  tyme  al, 

And  sjjent  jthy  yonthe  in  ydilnesse, 

In  waste,  and  woful  lustinesse  ; 

If  thou  maisf  live  the  tyme  to  see 

Of  love  for  to  delivered  be,  5120 

Thy  tyme  thou  shalt  biwepe  sore 

The  whiche  never  thou  maist  restore. 

(For  tyme  lost,  as  men  may  see, 

For  no-thing  may  recured  be). 

And  if  thou  scape  yit,  atte  laste,  5125 

Fro  Love,  that  hath  thee  so  faste 

Knit  and  bounden  in  his  lace, 

Certeyn,  I  holde  it  but  a  grace. 

For  many  oon,  as  it  is  seyn. 

Have  lost,  and  spent  also  in  veyn,       5130 

In  his  sorvj'se,  withoute  socour. 

Body  and  soule,  good,  and  tresour. 

Wit,  and  strengthe,  and  eek  richesse. 

Of  which  they  haddo  never  redrcsse.' 

Thus  taught  and  preched  hath  Eesoun, 
Biit  Love  spilte  hir  sermoun,  5136 

That  was  so  imped  in  my  thought, 
That  hir  doctrine  I  sette  at  nought. 
And  yit  ne  seide  she  never  a  dele, 
That  I  ne  understodo  it  wele,  5140 

Word  by  word,  the  mater  al. 
But  unto  Love  I  was  so  thral. 
Which  callith  over-al  his  pray, 
He  chasith  so  my  thought  f  ulway, 
Anil  holilith  myn  hertc  undir  his  sele. 
As  trust  and  trew  as  any  stele  ;  514^ 

So  that  no  devocioiin 
Ne  haddc  I  in  the  sermoun 
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Of  ilamo  Resoun,  no  of  liir  retle  ; 

It  toko  no  sojour  in  mj-n  liede.  5150 

For  alle  yode  out  at  oon  oro 

That  in  thftt  othor  she  dide  lero  ; 

Fully  on  nie  slie  lost  hir  lore, 

Hir  speohe  mo  grevcd  wondir  sore. 

f  Tlian  unto  hir  for  ire  I  seide,  5155 

For  anger,  as  I  dide  abraide  : 
'  Dame,  and  is  it  j'onr  willo  algato. 
That  I  not  love,  but  that  I  hate 
Alle  men,  as  yo  me  teche? 
For  if  I  do  attir  yoiir  speche,  5160 

Sitli  that  ye  seyn  love  is  not  good, 
Than  mnst  I  nedis  say  with  mood. 
If  I  it  leve,  in  hat  rede  ii\- 
Liven,  and  voide  love  awaj' 
From  me,  [and  been]  a  sinful  wrecche. 
Hated  of  all  that  [love  that]  tecche.     5166 
I  may  not  go  noon  other  gate. 
For  either  must  I  love  or  hate. 
And  if  I  hate  men  of-newe 
More  than  love,  it  wol  me  rewe,  5170 

As  by  your  precliing  senieth  me, 
For  Love  no-thing  ne  preisith  thee. 
Yc  yeve  good  counseil,  sikirly, 
That  prechith  me  al-day,  that  I 
Shulde  not  Loves  lore  alowe  ;  5175 

He  were  a  fool,  wolde  you  not  trowe  ! 
In  speche  also  ye  ban  me  taiight 
Another  love,  that  knowen  is  naught. 
Which  I  have  herd  yoii  not  repreve, 
To  love  ech  other  ;  by  your  leve,  5i8g 

If  ye  wolde  diffyne  it  me, 
I  wolde  gladly  here,  to  see, 
At  the  leest,  if  I  may  lere 
Of  sondry  loves  the  manere.' 

J^ai.ion.     '  Certis,    freend,    a    fool    art 
thou  5185 

Whan  that  thou  no-thing  wolt  allowe 
That  I  [thee]  for  thy  profit  say. 
Yit  wol  I  sey  thee  more,  in  fay  ; 
For  I  am  redy,  at  the  leste, 
To  accomplisshe  thy  requeste,  5190 

But  I  not  wher  it  wol  avayle  ; 
In  veyne,  perauntre,  I  shal  travayle. 
Love  ther  is  in  sondry  wyse, 
.As  I  ahal  thee  here  devyse. 
For  som  love  leful  is  and  good  ;  5195 

I  mene  not  that  which  makith  thee  wood, 
And  bringith  thee  in  many  a  fit. 
And  ravisshith  fro  thee  al  thy  wit, 


It  is  so  mor\-eilous  and  quejTit ; 

With  such  love  bo  no  more  aqueyut.  5J(«) 

Comment  Hai.soun  difflnist 
fAmistie. 

'  Love  of  Frendshipe  also  ther  is, 
Which  makith  no  m^  doon  amis, 
Of  wille  knit  bitwixe  two. 
That  wol  not  broke  for  wele  ne  wo  ; 
Which  long  is  lykly  to  contune,  ,=;-?05 

Whan  willo  and  goodis  ben  in  comune  ; 
Grounded  by  goddis  ordiuaunce, 
Hool,  withoute  discordaunce ; 
With  hem  holding  comuntee 
Of  al  her  goode  in  charitee,  5J10 

That  ther  be  noon  excepcioun 
Thurgh  chaunging  of  entencioun  ; 
That  ecli  hclpo  other  at  hir  noede. 
And  wysly  hele  bothe  word  and  dede  ; 
Trewe  of  mening,  devoid  of  slouthe,    5215 
For  wit  is  nought  withoute  trouthe  ; 
So  that  the  ton  dar  al  his  thought 
Seyn  to  his  freend,  and  spare  nought, 
As  to  him-silf,  without  dreding 
To  be  discovered  by  wreying.  5J20 

For  glad  is  that  conjunceioun. 
Whan  ther  is  noon  suspecioun 
[Ne  lak  in  hem],  whom  they  wolde  prove 
That  trow  and  parfit  wcren  in  love. 
For  no  man  may  be  amiable,  5J25 

But-if  he  be  so  ferme  and  stable, 
That  fortune  chaunge  hini  not,  ne  blinde, 
But  that  his  freend  alwcy  him  finde, 
Bothe  pore  and  riche,  in  oo[n]  [ejstate. 
For  if  his  freend,  thurgli  any  gate,     5230 
Wol  compleyne  of  his  povertee. 
He  shulde  not  byde  so  long,  til  he 
Of  his  helping  him  requere  ; 
For  good  deed,  don  [but]  thurgh  prayere. 
Is  sold,  and  bought  to  dere,  y-wis,       5235 
To  hert  that  of  gret  valoiir  is. 
For  hert  fulfilled  of  gentilnesse 
Can  yvel  demene  his  distresse. 
And  man  that  worthy  is  of  name 
To  asken  often  hath  gret  shame.         5J40 
A  good  man  brenneth  in  his  thought 
For  shame,  whan  he  axeth  ought. 
He  hath  gret  thought,  and  drodith  ay 
For  his  disese,  wlian  he  shal  pray 
His  freend,  lest  that  he  warned  be,     524.5 
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Til  that  lie  preve  his  stiibiltee. 

Hut  whau  that  he  hath  foundeu  oou 

That  tnisty  is  and  trew  as  stone, 

And  [hath]  assayed  him  at  al, 

And  found  him  stedefast  as  a  wal,      5250 

And  of  his  freendship  be  certcyne, 

He  shal  him  shewe  bothe  joye  and  pejiie, 

And  al  that  [he]  d|ir  thinke  or  sey, 

Withonte  shame,  as  he  wel  may. 

l'\>r  how  shnlJe  he  ashamed  be  5255 

Of  sich  oou  as  I  tolde  thcc  ? 

For  whan  he  woot  his  secree  thought, 

The  thridde  shal  knowe   ther-of   right 

nought ; 
For  tweyn  in  nombre  is  bet  than  three 
In  every  counsel  and  secree.  5260 

Eepreve  he  dredcth  never  a  del, 
Who  that  biset  his  wordis  wel ; 
For  every  w-ys  man,  out  of  drede. 
Can  kepc  his  tunge  til  he  see  nede  ; 
And  fooles  can  not  holde  hir  tunge  ;  5265 
A  fooles  belle  is  sone  runge. 
Yit  shal  a  trewe  freend  do  more 
Ti  >  helpe  his  felowe  of  his  soro, 
And  socoure  him,  whan  he  hath  nede, 
In  al  that  he  may  doon  in  dede  ;  5270 

And  gladder  [be]  that  he  him  plesith 
Than  [is]  his  felowe  that  he  esith. 
And  if  he  do  not  his  requeste. 
He  shal  as  mochel  him  nioleste 
As  his  fclow,  for  that  he  5275 

Maj-  not  fullille  his  voluntee 
[As]  fully  as  he  hath  reqtiered. 
If  f  bothe  hertis  Love  hath  fered, 
Joy  and  wo  they  shul  dejjart, 
Aud  take  evenly  ech  his  part.  5280 

Half  his  anoy  he  shal  have  ay, 
And  comfort  [him]  what  that  he  may  ; 
And  of  -j-hLs  blisse  parte  shal  he, 
If  love  wol  departed  be. 

'  And  whilom  of  this  '[-amitee  5285 

Spak  Tullius  in  a  ditee  ;  . 
-)-■■  A  man  shulde  maken  his  request 
I'nto  his  freend,  that  is  honest  ; 
And  he  goodly  shulde  it  fulfille, 
But  it  the  more  were  out  of  skilc,       5290 
And  otherwise  not  graunt  therto, 
Excei>t  only  in  f  cases  two  : 
If  men  his  freend  to  dcth  wolde  dryvf, 
Lat  him  be  bisy  to  save  his  ly^-e. 
Also  if  men  wolen  him  assaylc,  5295 


Oi  his  wurship  to  make  him  faile, 

And  hindren  him  of  his  renoun, 

Lat  him,  with  ful  entencioun, 

His  dever  doon  in  ech  degree 

That  his  freend  ne  shamed  be,  5300 

In  this  two  -t-cases  with  his  might. 

Taking  no  kepe  to  skile  nor  right, 

As  ferre  as  love  may  him  excuse  ; 

This  oughte  no  man  to  re-fuse." 

This  l<)vc  that  I  have  told  to  thee        5305 

Is  no-thing  contrarie  to  me  ; 

This  wol  I  that  thou  folowe  wel. 

And  leve  the  tother  everydel. 

This  love  to  vertu  al  attendith,  5309 

The  tothir  fooles  blent  and  shendith, 

'  Another  love  also  there  is. 
That  is  contrarie  unto  this, 
Which  desyre  is  so  constreyned 
That  [it]  is  but  wille  ftyned  ; 
Awey  fro  troutlie  it  doth  so  varie,        5315 
That  to  good  love  it  is  contrarie  ; 
For  it  maymeth,  in  many  wyso, 
Syke  hertis  with  coveityse  ; 
Al  in  winning  and  in  profyt 
Sich  love  settith  his  delj-t.  5320 

This  love  so  hangeth  in  balaunce 
That,  if  it  lese  his  hope,  perchaunce, 
Of  lucre,  that  he  is  set  upon, 
It  wol  faile,  and  iiuenche  anon  ; 
For  no  man  inaj-  be  aniorous,  5325 

Ne  in  his  living  vertuous, 
.But-[if  ]  he  love  more,  in  mood, 
Men  for  hem-silf  than  for  hir  good. 
For  love  that  profit  doth  abyde 
Is  fals,  and  bit  not  in  no  tyde.  5330 

[This]  love  cometh  of  dame  Fortune, 
That  litel  whyle  wol  contune  ; 
For  it  shal  chaungen  wonder  sone. 
And  take  eclips  right  as  the  mone, 
Whan  f  she  is  from  \is  [y]-let  5335 

Thurgh  erthe,  that  bitwixe  is  set 
The  Sonne  and  hir,  as  it  may  faile. 
Be  it  in  party,  or  in  alle  ; 
The  shadowe  maketh  her  bemis  merke, 
And  hir  homes  to  shewe  derke,  .';34c» 

Tiiat  part  where  she  hath  lost  fthe  Ij'ght 
Of  Phebus  fully,  and  the  sight  : 
Til,  whan  the  shadowe  is  overpast. 
She  is  eulumined  ageyn  as  faste,         5344 
f  Thurgh  Ijrightnesse  of  the  sonne  bemes 
That  yeveth  to  hir  ageyn  hir  lemes. 
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That  love  is  right  of  sich  nature  ; 

Now  is  [it]  fair,  and  now  o1)scure, 

Now  bright,  now  clipsy  oimanere, 

Aud  vhylom  dim,  and  wliylom  clero.  5350 

As  sone  as  Povcrte  ginneth  take, 

With  mantel  and  (with]  wedis  hlake 

[It]  hidith  of  Love  the  light  awey, 

That  into  night  it  turneth  day; 

It  may  not  see  Kichcsse  sh^■ne  5355 

Til  the  blakke  shadowes  fyne. 

For,  whan  Eichesse  sli^vncth  bright, 

Love  recovereth  agej-n  his  light  ; 

And  whan  it  failith,  he  wol  flit. 

And  as  she  fgroweth,  so  growcth^t.  5360 

'  Of  this  love,  hero  what  I  sej- : — 
The  riche  men  are  loved  ay, 
And  namely  tho  that  sparaud  bene. 
That  wol  not  wasshe  hir  hertes  clene 
Of  the  filthc,  nor  of  tho  -vyce  ^}6s 

Of  gredy  brenning  avaryce. 
The  riche  man  ful  fond  is,  y-wis, 
That  weneth  that  he  loved  is. 
If  that  his  herte  it  nndirstood, 
It  is  not  he,  it  is  his  good ;  5370 

He  may  wel  witen  in  his  thought, 
His  good  is  loved,  and  he  right  nought. 
Fi,>r  if  he  be  a  nigard  elcc, 
Men  wole  not  sette  by  liim  a  leke, 
But  hateu  him  ;  this  is  the  soth.  5375 

Lo,  what  profit  his  catel  doth  ! 
Of  every  man  tliat  may  him  see, 
It  gcteth  him  nought  but  enmitee. 
But  he  amende  fliim  of  that  vyce, 
Aud  knowe  him-silf,  he  is  not  -wj-s.      5380 

'  Cert  is,  he  shulde  ay  I'reendly  be, 
To  gete  him  love  also  ben  free. 
Or  ellis  he  is  not  wyse  ne  sage 
No  more  than  is  a  gote  ramage. 
That  he  not  loveth,  his  dede  proveth, 
Whan  he  his  richesse  so  wel  loveth,  5386 
That  he  wol  h^-de  it  ay  and  spare, 
His  pore  freendis  seen  forfare  ; 
To  kepe  fit  ay  is  his  purpose, 
Til  for  drede  his  eyen  close,  5390 

And  til  a  wikked  deth  him  take  ; 
Him  hadde  lever  asondre  shake. 
Anil  late  f  liis  limes  asondre  rj-^-e, 
Than  leve  his  richesse  in  his  Ij've. 
He  thenkith  parte  it  with  no  man  ;    5305 
Certaj-n,  no  love  is  in  him  than. 
How  shulde  love  within  him  be, 


Whan  ill  his  herte  is  no  pile  ? 

That  he  trcspasseth,  wel  I  wat. 

For  cell  man  kuowith  his  estat  :  5400 

For  wel  him  fought e  be  ^epro^•ed 

That  loveth  nought,  ne  is  not  loved. 

'But  sith  we  am  to  Fortune  comen. 
And  flian  our  sermoun  of  hir  uomen. 
A  wondir  wil  I  telle  thee  now,  54(^5 

Thou  herdist  never  sich  oon,  I  trow. 
I  not  wher  thou  me  leven  shal, 
Though  sothfastuesse  it  be  fin  al, 
As  it  is  writeii,  and  is  sooth, 
That  \into  men  more  profit  doth  5410 

The  froward  Fortune  and  contiaire, 
Than  the  swote  and  debonaire  : 
And  if  thee  thinke  it  is  doutable, 
It  is  thurgli  argument  provable. 
For  the  debonaire  aud  softe  54'"5 

Falsith  and  bigj-lith  ofte  ; 
For  liche  a  moder  she  can  cherishe 
And  mUken  as  doth  a  norj-s  ; 
And  of  hir  goode  to  -j-hem  deles, 
And  yeveth  fhena  part  of  her  joweles, 
AVith  grete  richesse  and  dignitee  ;      54.11 
And  hem  she  hoteth  stabilitee 
In  a  state  that  is  not  stable. 
But  chaunging  ay  and  variable  ; 
And  fedith  fhem  with  glorie  veyne,    54^5 
And  worldly  blisse  noncerte.vne. 
Whan  she  fhcm  settith  on  hir  whele. 
Than  wene  tliej-  to  be  right  wele, 
And  in  so  stable  state  withalle, 
Tliat  never  they  wene  for  to  falle.       5430 
Aud  whan  they  set  so  high[e]  be. 
They  wene  to  have  in  certeintee 
Of  hertly  frendis  fso  gret  uoumbre, 
That  uo-thiiig  mighte  her  stat  encombre  ; 
They  ti-uste  hem  so  on  every  syde,       5435 
^Veuing  with  -jhem  thej-  wolde  ab,\-de 
In  everj-  perel  and  mischaunce, 
Withoute  chaunge  or  variaunce, 
Bothe  of  catel  and  of  good  ; 
And  also  for  to  spende  hir  blood         5440 
And  alle  hir  membris  for  to  spilLi', 
Only  to  fulfiUe  hir  wille. 
They  makeu  it  hole  in  mau,\-  wj-st-, 
And  hoten  hem  hir  ful  sers-yse, 
How  sore  that  it  do  hem  smerte,  5445 

Into  hir  very  naked  sherte  ! 
Herte  and  al,  so  hole  they  yeve. 
For  the  tyme  that  thej'  may  live, 
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So  that,  with  her  flatcrye, 

They  nifiken  foolis  glorifye 

Of  hir  wordis  [greet]  speking, 

And  han  f  there-of  a  rejoysiiig, 

And  trowe  hem  as  the  Evangyle  ; 

And  it  is  al  falshoed  and  gyle, 

As  they  shal  afterwarde[s]  see, 

Whan  they  am  falle  in  povertee. 

And  been  of  good  and  catel  bare  ; 

Thau    shulde    they   seen    who    freendis 

ware. 
For  of  an  hundred,  certeynly. 
Nor  of  a  thousand  fill  scarsly,  54.60 

Ne  shal  they  fynde  unnethis  oon, 
Whan  povertee  is  conien  upon. 
For  fthis  Fortune  that  I  of  telle, 
With  men  wlian  hir  lust  to  dwelle, 
Makith  hem  to  le'se  hir  conisaunce,    5465 
And  nourishith  hem  in  ignoraunce. 

■  But  froward  Fortune  and  perverse, 
Wlian  high  estatis  she  doth  reverse. 
And  maketh  hem  to  tumble  doun 
Of  hir  whele,  with  sodeyn  totirn,         5470 
And  from  hir  richesse  doth  hem  flee, 
And  plougeth  hem  in  povertee. 
As  a  stepn;oder  envyous. 
And  lej-eth  a  piastre  dolorous 
Unto  her  hertis,  wounded  egre,  5475 

Which  is  not  tempred  with  vinegre. 
Exit  with  poverto  and  indigence, 
•j-Slie  sheweth,  by  experience. 
That  she  is  Fortune  verely 
In  whom  no  man  shulde  affy,  5480 

Xor  in  hir  yeftis  have  fiaunce, 
She  is  so  fiil  of  variaunce. 
Thus  can  she  maken  high  and  lowe, 
Whan  they  from  richesse  ar[e]n  throwe. 
Fully  to  knowen,  withouten  were,       5485 
Freend  of  f  effect,  and  freend  of  chere  ;    • 
And  which  in  love  weren  trow  and  stable. 
And  whiche  also  weren  variable. 
After  Fortune,  hir  goddcsse. 
In  poverte,  outher  in  richesse ;  5490 

For  al  f  she  ycveth,  out  of  drede, 
Unhappe  bcreveth  it  in  dode  ; 
For  Infortune  -j-l^t  "**  "''" 
Of  freendis,  whan  Fortune  is  goon  ; 
I  mene  tho  freendis  that  wol  flee         5495 
Anoon  as  entreth  povertee. 
And  yit  they  wol  not  leve  hem  so, 
But  in  ech  place  where  they  go 


They  calle  hem  "  wrecche,"  scorne  and 

blame. 
And  of  hir  niishappe  hem  diffamo,      55'X) 
And,  namely,  siche  as  in  richesse 
Pretendith  most  of  stablcnesse, 
Whan  that  they  sawe  him  set  onlotte. 
And  weren  of  him  socoured  ofte. 
And  most  y-holpe  in  al  hir  nede  :        5505 
But  now  they  take  no  mauer  hede, 
But  seyn,  in  voice  of  flaterye, 
That  now  apperith  hir  folye, 
Over-al  where-so  they  fare, 
And  singe,  "  Go,  farewel  feldefare."    5510 
Alle  sivhc  freendis  I  beshrewe. 
For  of  [the]  trewe  ther  be  to  fewe  ; 
But  sothfast  freendis,  what  so  bityde, 
In  evei-y  fortune  wolen  abj'de  ; 
They  han  hir  hertis  in  suche  noblesse 
That  they  nil  lovo  for  no  richesse  ;      5516 
Nor,  for  that  Fortune  may  hem  sende. 
They  wolen  hem  soconre  and  defende  ; 
And  chaunge  for  solto  ne  for  sore. 
For  who  is  freend,  loveth  evermore.    5-5^0 
Though  men  drawe  swcril  his  freend  to  slo. 
Ho  may  not  hewe  hir  love  atwo. 
But,  in  [the]  case  that  I  shal  soy. 
For  pride  and  ire  lose  it  he  may. 
And  for  reprove  by  nycetee,  5525 

Antl  discovering  of  privitoe. 
With  tongc  wovmding,  as  feloun, 
Thurgh  venomous  detraccioun. 
Frend  in  this  case  wol  gon  his  way, 
For  no-thing  greve  him  more  no  may ; 
And  for  nought  cllis  wol  he  flee,  5531 

If  that  he  love  in  stabUitee. 
And  certeyu,  he  is  wel  bigoon 
Among  a  thousand  that  fyndith  oon. 
For  ther  may  be  no  richesse,  5535 

Ageyns  frendship,  of  worth inesse; 
For  it  ne  may  so  high  atteigne 
As  may  the  valonre,  sooth  to  seyne, 
Of  him  that  loveth  trew  and  wel ; 
Frendship  is  more  than  is  catel.  5540 

For  freend  in  court  ay  better  is 
Tlian  peny  in  [his]  purs,  certis  ; 
And  Fortune,  niishapping, 
Whan  upon  men  she  is  flailing, 
Thiirgh  misturning  of  liir  chaunce,    5545 
And  f  castcth  hem  oute  of  balaunce, 
She  makith,  thurgh  hir  adversitee, 
Men  ful  cleerly  for  to  see 
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Ilini  that  is  frecntl  iu  existonce 

]''niin  liiui  that  is  l)y  iii)paroiicc.  555" 

Fur  Infoi-timo  mnkitli  anoon 

'i'i>  knowc  thy  froendis  fro  thy  I'uon, 

By  experience,  right  as  it  is  ; 

The  which  is  more  to  preyse,  j'-wis, 

Thau  f  is  miclie  richesse  and  tresoiir  ; 

Fur  more  fdoth  profit  and  valonr        ■)^!i(} 

Pi:«verte,  and  such  adversitee, 

Bifore  than  doth  prosperitee  ; 

For  the  toon  yeveth  conisaunce, 

And  the  tothcr  ignoraunce.  5560 

'  And  thns  in  poverte  is  in  dedo 
Troutho  declared  fro  falsehede  ; 
Fur  feynte  frendis  it  wol  declare, 
And  trewo  also,  what  wey  thej"  fare. 
For  whan  he  was  in  liis  richesse,  5565 

These  freendis,  ful  of  doublenesse, 
Offrid  him  in  many  wj-se 
Hert  and  body,  and  servj-se. 
What   woldo   he   than   ha   fj'eve   to   ha 

bought 
To  knowen  openly  her  thought,  5570 

That  he  now  hath  so  clerly  seen  ? 
The  lasso  bigj-led  he  sholde  have  been 
And  he  hadde  than  perce.>-vcd  it. 
But  richesse  nold  not  late  him  wit. 
Wcl  more  avauntage  doth  him  than,  5575 
Sith  that  it  makith  him  a  wys  man. 
The  greet  mischeef  that  he  freco^-^'eth. 
Than  doth  richesse  that  him  decejTeth. 
Bichesse  richo  ne  makith  nought 
Him  that  on  tresoitr  set  his  thought ; 
For  richesse  stont  in  suffisaunce  5581 

And  no-thing  in  habundaunce  ; 
For  suftisannce  al-only 
Makith  men  to  live  richely. 
For  he  that  hatli  [but]  miches  tweyne, 
Ne  [more]  value  in  his  demeigne,  5586 

Li^"C■th  more  o-t  ese,  and  more  is  riche. 
Than  doth  he  tliat  is  [.so]  chiche, 
And  in  his  hern  hath,  soth  to  seyn. 
An  hundred  fmuwis  of  whete  greyn,  5590 
Though  he  be  chapman  or  marchaiint, 
And  have  of  golde  many  besauut. 
For  in  the  geting  he  hatli  such  wo, 
And  in  the  keping  drede  also, 
And  set  evermore  his  bisynesse  5595 

For  to  encrese,  and  not  to  lesse. 
For  to  augment  and  multiplj'. 
And  though  on  hepis  fit  lye  him  by. 


Yit  never  shal  make  his  richesse 

Asseth  xinto  his  gredine.sse.  5600 

But  the  povro  tliat  recchith  nought. 

Save  of  his  lyflode,  in  liis  thought, 

Which  that  he  gctith  with  his  travaile, 

He  dreditli  nought  that  it  shal  faile, 

Tliougli  ho  have  Ij-tel  worldls  good,     56*15 

Mete  and  driuke,  and  esy  food. 

Upon  his  travel  and  living. 

And  also  suffisaunt  clothing. 

Or  if  in  sykncsse  that  he  fallo, 

And  luthe  mole  and  drink  withalle,    5610 

Thougli  he  have  nought,  his  mete  to  by. 

He  shal  bithinke  him  hastelj^ 

To  putte  him  out  of  al  daunger, 

That  he  of  mete  hath  no  mister  ; 

Or  that  he  may  with  litel  eke  5'"5- 

Bc  foundcn,  whyl  tliat  lie  is  seko  ; 

Or  that  men  shul  him  f  bcre  in  hast. 

To  live,  til  his  syknesse  be  past, 

To  somme  maysondewe  bisyde  ;  5619 

He  cast  nought  what  shal  hini  bityde. 

He  thenkith  nought  that  ever  he  shal 

Into  any  sykncsse  falle. 

'  And  though  it  falle,  as  it  may  be, 
That  al  betyme  spare  shal  he 
As  mochel  as  shal  to  him  sufFyce,        56^5 
Wliyl  he  is  sj'ke  in  any  wj-se, 
He  doth  [it],  for  that  he  wol  be 
Content  with  his  povertea 
Withoute  nede  of  any  man. 
So  miche  in  litel  have  he  can,  5(>}o 

He  is  apayed  with  his  fortune  ; 
And  for  he  nil  be  iniportune 
Unto  no  wight,  ne  onerous, 
Xor  of  hir  goodes  coveitous  ; 
Therfore  he  spareth,  it  may  wel  been, 
His  pore  estat  for  to  sustene.  •iOiO 

'  Or  if  him  lust  not  for  to  spare, 
But  sufFrith  forth,  as  nought  ne  ware, 
Atte  last  it  hapneth,  as  it  ruay, 
Kight  i^nto  his  laste  day,  5640 

And  ftaketh  the  w^orld  as  it  wolde  be  ; 
For  ever  in  herte  thenkith  he, 
Tlie  soncr  that  [the]  deeth  him  sLi. 
To  paradys  the  soner  go 
He  shal,  there  for  to  live  in  blisse,       5045 
Where  that  he  shal  no  good  misse. 
Thider  he  hopith  god  shal  him  sende 
Aft  ir  his  wrecchid  Ij-ves  ende. 
Pictagoras  himsHf  reherses. 
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In  a  book  that  the  GoUlen  Verses        -650 
Is  clcpid,  for  the  nobilitee 
Of  the  hononrablo  diteo  : — 
'•  Than,  whan  thou  gost  thy  body  fro, 
Free  in  the  oir  thon  shalt  np  go, 
And  leven  al  hiimaniteo,  s^ic<S 

And  purely  live  in  deiteo." — 
He  is  a  frxil,  withouten  were, 
That  trowith  have  his  conntre  here. 
"  In  crtho  is  not  our  conntree,"' 
That  may  these  clerkis  seyn  and  seo  5660 
In  Boecc  of  Consolacioun, 
Where  it  is  maked  menoioim 
Of  our  oountrcc  pleyn  at  the  eye, 
By  teching  of  philosophye, 
AVhere  lewid  men  might  lere  wit,        5fi'J5 
Who-so  that  wolde  translaten  it. 
If  he  be  sich  that  can  wel  live 
Aftir  his  rente  may  him  yive. 
And  not  desyreth  more  to  have. 
That  may  fro  povertec  him  save  :        5670 
A  wys  man  seide,  as  we  may  seen. 
Is  no  man  wrccchcd,  biit  he  it  wene. 
Be  ho  king,  kniglit,  or  ribaud. 
And  many  a  ribaud  is  mery  and  baud. 
That  swinkith,  and  berith,  bothe  day  and 
night,  56-5 

Many  a  burthen  of  gret  might, 
The  whifhe  doth  him  lasso  offense. 
For  he  suffrith  in  pacience. 
They  laugh  and  daunce,  trippe  and  singe, 
And  ley  not  up  for  her  living,  56*^0 

But  in  the  tavern  al  dispendith 
The  winning  that  god  bom  sondith. 
Tlian  goth  he,  fardels  for  to  here, 
With  as  good  chore  as  he  dide  ere  ; 
To  swinke  and  traveilc  ho  not  feynith, 
For  for  to  robbon  ho  disdoynith  ;         5686 
But  right  anoon,  aftir  his  swinke, 
He  goth  to  tavern  for  to  drinke. 
AUe  these  ar  riche  in  abundaunoe, 
That  can  thiig  have  suffisauncc  5<>0o 

Wel  more  than  can  an  usnrere, 
As  go<l  wel  knowith,  withonte  were. 
For  an  usurer,  so  god  me  see, 
Shal  never  for  richesso  riche  bee, 
But  evermore  pore  and  indigent,         5695 
Scarce,  and  gredy  in  his  entent. 

'  For  soth  it  is,  whom  it  displese, 
Ther  may  no  marchannt  live  at  ese  ; 
His  herte  in  sich  a  "l-wero  is  set, 


That  it  quik  brenneth  [more]  to  get,   5;txi 

No  never  shal  f  enough  have  geten  ; 

Though  he  have  gold  in  gerners  yeten, 

For  to  bo  nedy  he  dredith  sore. 

Wherforo  to  geten  more  and  more 

Ho  sot  his  herto  and  his  d«siro  ;  5705 

So  hote  ho  brennith  in  the  fire 

Of  coveitise,  that  makith  him  wood 

To  purchase  other  mennes  good. 

Ho  undirfongith'a  gret  peyne, 

That  undirtakith  to  drinke  up  Sejnie  ; 

For  the  more  he  drinkith,  ay  571 1 

The  more  he  leveth,  the  soth  to  say. 

■f-This  is  the  thurst  of  fals  geting, 

That  last  ever  in  coveiting, 

And  the  anguisshe  and  distresso  5715 

With  the  fire  of  gredinesse. 

She  fighteth  with  him  ay,  and  stryveth, 

That  his  herte  asondre  ry\'eth  ; 

Such  gredinesse  him  assaylith. 

That  whan  he  most  hath,  most  he  faj'lith. 

'  Phisiciens  and  advocates  5721 

Gon  right  by  the  same  yates  ; 
They  selle  hir  science  for  winning, 
And  haunte  hir  crafto  for  greet  geting. 
Hir  winning  is  of  such  swetnesse,        5725 
That  if  a  man  falle  in  sikenesse, 
They  are  ful  glad,  for  hir  encresG  ; 
For  by  hir  wille,  withonte  lees, 
Everiche  man  shulde  be  seke,  5729 

And  though  they  dye,  the.v  set  not  a  leko. 
After,  whan  thoy  the  gold  have  take, 
Ful  litcl  care  for  hem  thoy  make. 
They -wolde  that  fourtj'wero  seke  at  on  is, 
Ye,  two  hundred,  in  flesh  and  bonis, 
And  yit  two  thousand,  as  I  gesse,        57,^5 
For  to  encresen  her  richesso. 
They  wol  not  worchon,  in  no  ^^'yse, 
But  for  lucre  and  coveityse  ; 
For  fysyk  ginneth  first  by  J")/, 
The  fysycien  also  sothely ;  5740 

And  sithen  it  goth  fro  J";/  to  ■fsi/ ; 
To  tmste  on  hem,  it  is  foly  ; 
For  they  nil,  in  no  manor  gree. 
Do  right  nought  for  charitee. 

'  Eke  in  the  same  secte  are  sot  5745 

Alio  tbo  that  prcchen  for  to  get 
AVorshipos,  honour,  and  richesso. 
Her  bortis  am  in  greet  distresso, 
That  folk  [ne]  live  not  holily. 
But  aboven  al,  specialy,  5750 
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Sich  as  preclien  [lor]  vcyiifjlorio, 
And  toward  pod  liiivo  no  momorio, 
Rnt  forth  as  j^ioc rites  trace, 
And  to  hor  soulos  deth  pui-chace, 
And  outward  -f-shewon  holynosse, 
Tlunigh  they  be  fullo  of  enrsidnesso. 
Not  licho  to  the  apostles  twelve, 
They  deceyve  other  and  liem-selve  ; 
Bigyled  is  the  gyler  than. 
For  preching  of  a  cursed  man. 
Though  [it]  to  other  may  profyte, 
HimsUf  availeth  not  a  myto  ; 
For  oft  good  predicacioun 
Cometh  of  evel  entencioun. 
To  him  not  vailith  his  jireching, 
Al  helpe  he  other  witli  his  teching  ; 
For  where  they  good  ensaumplc  take 
There  is  he  with  veynglorio  shake. 

'  But  lat  us  leven  these  prcchoures, 
And  speke  of  hem  that  in  her  tonres 
Hepo  up  hor  gold,  and  faste  shette, 
And  sore  theron  lier  herte  sette. 
They  neither  love  god,  ne  dredo 
They  kepe  more  than  it  is  nede, 
And  in  her  bagges  sore  it  binde, 
Out  of  the  Sonne,  and  of  the  windo  ; 
They  putte  up  more  than  nede  ware, 
Whan  they  seen  pore  folk  forfare, 
For  himger  dye,  and  for  cold  quake  ; 
God  can  wel  vengeaiince  therof  take. 
fThree  gret  mischeves  hem  assailith, 
And  thus  in  gadring  ay  travaylith  ; 


S7<v) 
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With  mocho  pejTie  they  winno  richesse  ; 

And  drede  hem  holdith  in  distrcsse, 

To  kepe  that  they  gadro  fasto  ;  57X5 

With  sorwe  they  leve  it  at  the  laste  ; 

With  sorwe  they  botho  dj-o  and  live, 

That  fto  richesse  her  hertis  yive. 

And  in  defauto  of  love  it  is, 

As  it  shewith  fnl  wel,  y-wis.  5790 

For  if  these  gredy,  the  sothe  to  soyn, 

Lovcden,  and  were  loved  ageyn, 

And  good  love  regned  ovcr-alle, 

Such  wikkidnesso  no  shiUde  falle  ; 

But  he  shulde  yeve  that  most  good  hail 

To  hem  that  weren  in  nedo  bista<],      5796 

And  live  withoute  fals  xisure, 

For  charitee  fnl  clcno  and  pure. 

If  they  hem  yeve  to  goodnesse, 

Defending  hem  from  ydelnesse,  fSiTo 

In  al  this  world  than  pore  noon 

We  shulde  fmde,  I  trowe,  not  oon. 

But  chaunged  is  this  world  unstable  ; 

For  love  is  over-al  vendaljlc. 

We  see  that  no  man  loveth  now  58(55 

But  for  winning  and  for  prow^ ; 

And  love  is  thralled  in  servage 

Whan  it  is  sold  for  avauntage  ; 

Yit  wommen  wol  hir  bodies  sello  ;      5S09 

Suche  soules  goth  to  the  devel  of  heUo.' 

[Here  emU  1.  5170  ty  the  F.  text.  .1 
great  gap  follows.  The  neH  line  nttr- 
swers  to  1.  10717  0/  the  aam<'.} 
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Whan  Love  had  told  hem  his  entente, 

The  baronage  to  couucel  wente  ; 

In  many  sentences  they  fiUe, 

And  dyversly  they  seido  hir  wille  : 

But  aftir  discord  they  accorded,  5815 

And  hir  accord  to  Love  recorded. 

'  Sir,'  seiden  they,  '  we  been  at  oon, 

By  oven  accord  of  everichoon. 

Out-take  Richesse  al-only, 

Tliat  sworen  hath  ful  hautoynly,  5820 

That  she  the  castel  f  nil  assaile, 

Ne  smyto  a  stroke  in  this  batailo, 

With  dart,  ne  mace,  spere,  ne  knj-f, 


I  For  man  that  spcketh  or  bereth  the  lyf, 
'  And  blamcth  your  emprj'se,  y-wis,      5825 
i  And  from  our  boost  departed  is, 
I  (At  leeste  wey,  as  in  this  plj-te,) 

So  hath  she  this  man  in  dispyte  ; 
I  For  she  seith  ho  ne  loved  hir  never, 
'  And  therfor  she  wol  hate  him  ever.     -S50 

For  he  wol  gadre  no  tresore. 

He  hath  hir  wrath  for  evermore. 
I  Ho  agilte  hir  never  in  other  caas, 

Lo,  here  al  hoolly  his  trespas  ! 

She  seith  wel,  that  this  other  day        5815 
,  He  asked  hir  leve  to  goon  the  way 
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That  is  clepirl  To-moche-Yeviiig:, 

And  spak  ful  fiiire  in  bis  iiraying  ; 

Biit  wlian  he  prayde  hir,  pore  was  he, 

Therfore  slie  warned  him  the  entree.   5840 

Ne  yit  is  he  not  thriven  so 

That  he  hath  goten  a  pony  or  two, 

Tliat  qnitly  is  liis  owne  in  hold. 

Thiis  hath  Eichesse  us  alle  told  ; 

And  whan  Eichesse  lis  this  recorded,  5845 

Withonten  hir  wo  boon  accorded. 

'  And  we  finde  in  our  accordaunce, 
That  False-Seniblant.and  Abstinaunce, 
"Witli  alle  the  folk  of  hir  bataile, 
ShiTlle  at  the  hinder  gate  assayle,        5850 
Tliat  Wikkid-Tunge  hath  in  keping. 
With  his  Normans,  fuUe  of  jangling. 
And  with  hem  Curtesie  and  Largesse, 
That  shulle  shewe  hir  hardinesse 
To  the  olde  wyf  that  f  kcpeth  so  harde 
Fair- Welcoming  within  her  warde.     5856 
Than  shal  Delyte  and  Wel-Helinge 
Fonde  Sbame  adoun  to  bringe  ; 
With  al  hir  boost,  erly  and  late, 
They  shulle  assailen  -f-thilkc  gate.        5860 
Aga^^les  Drede  shal  Hardinesse 
Assayle,  and  also  Sikemesse, 
With  al  the  folk  of  hir  lading, 
Tliat  never  wist  what  was  fleing. 

'  Fraunchj-se  shal  iighte,  and  eek  Pitee, 
With  Daunger  ful  of  crueltee.  5866 

Tlius  is  your  boost  ordcjTied  wel ; 
Donn  slial  the  castel  every  del, 
If  caericbe  do  his  entente, 
So  that  Venus  be  presente,  5870 

Yoiir  moder,  ful  of  vassalage, 
That  can  y-nough  of  such  usage  ; 
Witbouten  hir  maj^  no  wight  spede 
This  werk,  neither  for  word  ne  dede. 
Tlierfore  is  good  j-e  for  hir  sende,         5875 
For  thurgb  hir  may  this  work  amende.' 

Amour.     '  Lordinges,   my    moder,    the 
goddesse, 
Tliat  is  my  lady,  and  my  maistresse, 
Kis  not  [at]  al  at  my  willing, 
Ne  doth  not  al  my  desj'ring.  5880 

Yit  can  she  som-tyme  doon  labour. 
Whan  that  hir  lust,  in  my  socour, 
•f-Al  my  nedes  for  to  acheve, 
But  now  I  tlienke  hir  not  to  greve. 
My  moder  is  she,  and  of  childhede      5885 
I  bothe  worshipe  hir,  and  eek  drede  ; 


For  who  that  drcdeth  sire  no  dame 

Shal  it  abye  in  body  or  name. 

And,  natheles,  yit  cnnne  we 

Sende  after  hir,  if  nede  be  ;  ,s89o 

And  were  she  nigh,  she  comen  wolde, 

I  trowe  that  no-thing  might  liir  holdo. 

'  My  moder  is  of  greet  prowesse  ; 
She  hath  tan  many  a  forteresse. 
That  cost  hath  many  a  pound  er  this,  5895 
Ther  I  nas  not  present,  y-wis  ; 
And  yit  men  seide  it  was  my  dede  ; 
But  I  come  never  in  that  stede  ; 
Ne  me  ne  lyketh,  so  mote  I  thee, 
Such  ftoures  take  withoute  me.  5QOO 

For-why  me  thenketh  that,  in  no  wyse, 
It  may  ben  cleped  but  marcbandise. 

'  Go  bye  a  courser,  blak  or  whyte, 
And  pay  therfor  ;  than  art  thou  quyte. 
The  marchaunt  hweth  thee  riglit  nought, 
Ne  thou  him,  whan  thou  [hast]  it  bought. 
I  wol  not  selling  clepe  yeving,  5907 

For  selling  axeth  no  guerdoning  ; 
Here  lyth  no  thank,  ne  no  meryte. 
That  oon  goth  from  that  other  al  quyte. 
But  this  selling  is  not  semblable  ;        591 1 
For,  whan  his  hors  is  in  the  stable, 
He  may  it  selle  ageyn,  pardee. 
And  winne  on  it,  such  hap  may  be  ; 
Al  may  the  man  not  lese,  y-wis,  5915 

For  at  the  leest  the  skin  is  his. 
Or  elles,  if  it  so  bityde 
That  he  wol  kepe  his  hors  to  lyde, 
Yit  is  he  lord  ay  of  his  hors. 
But  thilkc  chafFare  is  wel  wors,  5920 

There  Venus  entremeteth  nought ; 
For  who-so  such  chaffare  hath  bought, 
He  shal  not  worchen  so  wysly. 
That  he  ne  shal  lese  al  outerly 
Bothe  his  money  and  his  chaffaro  ;      5925 
^teut  the  seller  of  the  ■ware 
The  prys  and  "profit  have  shal. 
Certeyn,  the  byer  shal  lese  al  ; 
For  he  ne  can  so  dere  it  bye 
To  have  lordship  and  ful  maistrj^e,      5930 
Ne  have  power  to  make  letting 
Neither  for  yift  ne  for  preching, 
That  of  his  chaffare,  mangre  his. 
Another  shal  have  as  moche,  y-wis, 
If  he  wol  yevo  as  moche  as  be,  5935 

Of  what  contrej-  so  that  he  be  ; 
Or  for  right  nought,  so  happe  may. 
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If  he  can  flatcr  hir  to  hir  pay. 

Ben  than  sucho  niarchiniiits  wyse  ? 

No,  but  t'ljoles  iu  every  wyse,  5940 

Whan  thej'  bye  such  thing  wilfully, 

Ther-as  they  lese  her  good  -f-fullj-. 

But  natheles,  this  clar  I  saye, 

My  mocler  is  not  wont  to  paye, 

For  she  is  neither  so  fool  ne  nyce,        5945 

To  entremeto  hir  of  sich  ^•yce. 

But  tmste  wel,  he  shal  paye  al. 

That  repento  of  his  bargeyn  shal, 

\Vhan  Poverte  put  him  iu  ilistresse, 

Al  wore  he  scoler  to  Richesse,  5950 

That  is  for  uie  in  gxet  yerninf?. 

Whan  she  assenteth  to  my  willing. 

'  But,  [by]  my  moder  seint  Veuiis, 
And  b.v  hir  fader  Saturnus, 
That  hir  engendrid  by  his  lyf,  5955 

But  not  upon  his  wedded  wyf ! 
Yit  wol  I  more  unto  you  swere, 
To  make  this  thing  the  siiurere  ; 
Now  by  that  feith,  and  that  fleautee 
•fl  owe  to  alio  my  brethren  free,  5960 

Of  which  ther  uis  wight  under  heven 
That  can  her  fadres  names  neven. 
So  dy^'ers  and  so  many  ther  be 
That  with  my  moder  have  be  privee  ! 
Yit  wolde  I  swere,  for  sikerncsse,        5965 
The  pole  of  helle  to  my  witnesse, 
Now  drinke  I  not  this  yeer  clarree, 
If  that  I  lye,  or  forsworn  be  ! 
(For  of  the  goddes  the  usage  is, 
That  who-so  him  forswereth  amis,    ^970 
Shal  that  yeer  drinke  no  clarree). 
Now  have  I  sworn  y-nough,  pardee  ; 
If  I  forswere  me,  than  am  I  lorn, 
But  I  wol  never  be  forsworn. 
Sith  Richesse  hath  me  failed  here,       5975 
She  shal  abye  that  trespas  fdere. 
At  leeste  wey,  but  [she]  hir  arme 
With  swerd,  or  sparth,  or  gisarnie. 
For  certes,  sith  she  loveth  not  me, 
Fro  thilke  tj-me  that  she  may  see        5980 
The  castel  and  the  toiir  to-shake, 
In  sory  tyme  she  shal  awake. 
If  I  maj-  grj-pe  a  riche  man, 
I  shal  so  pulle  him,  if  I  can. 
That  he  shal,  iu  a  fewe  stoundes,        5985 
Lese  alle  his  markes  and  his  poundes. 
I  shal  him  make  his  pens  outslinge, 
But-{if]  they  in  his  gemer  springe  ; 


Our  maydens  shal  eek  plukke  him  so, 
That  him  shal  uedcn  fetheres  mo,       5990 
And  make  him  selle  his  lond  to  spende, 
But  he  the  bet  cunne  him  defende. 

'  Pore  men  han  maad  hir  lord  of  me  ; 
Although  they  not  so  mighty  be, 
That  they  may  fede  mo  m  delj't,  5995 

I  wol  not  have  hem  in  despyt. 
No  good  man  hateth  hem,  as  I  gesse  f 
For  chinche  and  feloun  is  Richesse, 
That  so  can  chase  hem  and  dispyse, 
And  hem  dcfoule  in  sondry  wj-se.        Oooo 
They  loven  ful  bet,  so  god  me  spede. 
Than  doth  the  riche,  chinchy  fgnede, 
And  been,  in  good  feith,  more  stable 
And  trewer,  and  more  serviablo  ; 
And  therfore  it  suifyseth  me  6005 

Hir  goode  herte,  and  hir  -fleautee. 
They  han  on  me  set  al  hir  thought, 
And  therfore  I  forgete  hem  nought. 
I  -[-wolde  hem  bringe  in  greet  noblesse, 
If  that  I  were  god  of  Richesse,  0010 

As  I  am  god  of  Love,  sotlily. 
Such  routhe  upon  hir  plej-nt  have  I. 
Therfore  I  must  his  socour  be. 
That  peyneth  him  to  serven  me  ; 
For  if  he  deyde  for  love  of  this,  6015 

Than  semeth  in  me  no  love  ther  is.' 

'  Sir,'  seide  they,  '  sooth  is,  every  del, 
That  ye  reherce,  and  we  wot  wel 
Thilk  oth  to  holde  is  resonable  ; 
For  it  is  good  and  covenable,  6020 

Tliat  ye  on  riche  men  han  sworn. 
For,  sir,  this  wot  we  wel  biforu  ; 
If  riche  men  doon  you  homage, 
That  is  as  fooles  doon  outrage  ; 
But  ye  shul  not  forsworen  be,  6025 

Ne  let  therfore  to  drinke  clarree, 
Or  piment  maked  fresh  and  newe. 
Ladyes  shuUo  hem  such  pepir  brewe, 
If  that  they  falle  into  hir  laas. 
That  they  for  wo  mowe  seyn  '  Alias  ! ' 
Ladyes  shuln  ever  so  curteis  be,  603 1 

That  they  shal  quyte  your  oth  al  free. 
Ne  seketh  never  other  vicaire. 
For  they  shal  speke  with  hem  so  faire 
That  ye  shal  holde  you  payed  ful  wel, 
Though  ye  you  medle  never  a  del.      0036 
Lat  ladies  worche  with  hir  thinges, 
They  shal  hem  telle  so  tele  tydinges, 
And  moeve  hem  eke  so  many  requestis 
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Uj-  flatcry,  that  not  liouest  is,  6040 

Aiul  tlierto  yeve  hem  such  thaukingos, 
A\'hat  with  kissing,  and  with  talkinges, 
That  certes,  if  they  trowed  be, 
Shal  never  love  hem  lond  no  fee 
That  it  nil  as  the  moeble  fare,  6045 

Of  which  they  first  delivered  are. 
Now  may  j^e  telle  us  al  your  wille, 
And  we  your  hcstes  shal  fultillc. 

'  But  Fals-Scniblant  dar  not,  for  drede 
Of  you,  sir,  medio  him  of  this  dede,   6050 
For  he  seith  that  ye  been  his  fo  ; 
He  not,  if  ye  wol  worcho  him  wo. 
AVhorfore  we  pray  you  alle,  beau-sire, 
That  yo  forgive  him  now  your  ire. 
And  that  he  may  dwelle,  as  your  man, 
AVith  Abstinence,  his  dere  Icmman  :  6056 
This  our  accord  and  our  wil  now.' 

'  Parfay,'  seidc  Love,  '  I  graixnte  it  yow  : 
I  wol  wel  holde  him  for  my  man  ;       6059 
Xow  lat  him  come  : '  and  he  forth  ran. 
'Fals-Semblant,'  quod  Love,  '  in  this  wyso 
I  take  thee  hero  to  my  servyse. 
That  tliou  our  frcendis  holpe  alway. 
And  fhiudre  hem  neither  night  ne  day. 
But  do  thy  might  hem  to  releve,         6065 
And  eek  our  enemies  that  thou  greve. 
Thyn  be  this  might,  I  graunt  it  thee. 
My  king  of  harlotes  shalt  thou  be  ; 
A\'e  Wol  that  thou  have  such  honoui-. 
CertejTi,  thou  art  a  fals  traitour,        6070 
And  eek  a  theef  ;  sith  thou  were  born, 
A  thousand  tyme  thon  art  forsworn. 
But,  iiatheles,  in  our  hering, 
To  i)utte  our  folk  out  of  douting, 
I  bid  thee  teche  hem,  wostow  how  ?  (x>~~; 
ay  somme  general  signe  now. 
In  what  place  thou  shalt  founden  be. 
If  that  men  had  mister  of  thee  ; 
And  how  men  shal  thee  best  espye. 
For  thee  to  knowe  is  greet  maistrye  ;  6oSc) 
Tel  in  what  place  is  thyn  haunting.' 

I\  Sem.  'Sir,  I  have  fele  dj-^-ei-s  woning, 
Tliat  I  kepe  not  rehersed  be, 
So  that  ye  wolde  respyten  me. 
JFov  if  that  I  telle  you  the  sothe,         6085 
1  may  have  harm  and  shame  bothe. 
If  that  my  felowes  wisten  it, 
IVIy  tales  shulden  me  be  quit  ; 
For  certeyn,  they  wolde  hate  me. 
If  ever  I  knewe  hir  crnelte  ;  6o<)o 


For  tho,\-  wolde  ovcr-al  holde  hem  stille 

Of  troutho  that  is  ageyn  hir  wille  ; 

Suche  tales  kepen  they  not  here. 

I  might  eftsone  bye  it  ful  dere. 

If  I  seido  of  hem  any  thing,  6<J95 

That  ought  displeseth  to  hir  hering. 

For  whatword  that  hem  prikke  orbj-teth, 

In  that  word  noon  of  hem  delyteth, 

Al  were  it  gospel,  the  evangyle, 

That  wolde  reprove  hem  of  liir  gyle,  6100 

For  they  are  cruel  and  hauteyn. 

And  this  thing  wot  I  wel,  certeyn, 

If  I  speke  ought  to  peire  hir  loos. 

Your  court  shal  not  so  wel  be  cloos, 

That  they  ne  shal  wite  it  attc  last.     6105 

Of  good  men  am  I  nought  agast, 

For  they  wol  taken  on  hem  no-thing, 

AVhan  that  they  knowe  al  my  mcniiig  ; 

But  he  that  wol  it  on  him  take. 

He  wol  himself  suspecious  make,      .  6110 

That  he  his  lyf  let  covertly, 

In  Gyle  and  in  Ipocrisy, 

That  me  engendred  and  yaf  fostring.' 

'  They  made  a  ful  good  engeudring,' 
Quod  Love,  '  for  who-so  soothly  telle,  61 15 
They  engendred  the  devel  of  helle  ! 

'  But  nedely,  how-so-ever  it  be,' 
Quod  Love,  '  I  wol  and  charge  thee. 
To  telle  anoon  thy  woning-places, 
Hering  ech  wight  that  in  this  place  is  ; 
And  what  Ij'f  that  thou  livest  also,     6121 
Hyde  it  no  longer  now  ;  whorto  ? 
Thou  most  discover  al  tliy  wurching. 
How  thou  scrvcst,  and  of  what  thing, 
Tliough  that  tlK^u  shuldcst  for  thy  soth- 
sawo  6125 

Bon  al  to-boten  and  to-drawe  ; 
And  yit  art  thou  not  wont,  pardee. 
But  natheles,  thougli  thou  bcten  be, 
Thou  shalt  not  be  the  first,  that  so 
Hath  for  soth-sawe  suffred  wo.'  6130 

F,   Sem.  '  Sir,  sith  that  it  may  lyken 
you, 
Though  that  I  shulde  be  slayn  right  now, 
I  shal  lion  your  comaiiudemcnt, 
For  therto  have  I  gret  talent.'  6134 

Witlu)uton  wordes  mo,  right  than, 
Fals-Soniblant  his  sermon  bigan. 
And  seidc  hem  thus  in  audience  : — 
'  Barouns,  tali  hede  of  my  sentence  ! 
That  wight  that  list  to  have  knowing 
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Ot'Fals-Semblaiit,  iul  of  flatfriiip,      6140 
Hu  must  iu  worldly  lolk  liiru  seke, 
Aud,  certes,  in  the  cloistrcs  eke  ; 
I  wone  no-whcre  tut  iii  hem  tweye  ; 
But  not  lyk  even,  sooth  to  seye  ; 
fShortly,  I  wol  herbcrwo  me  t>'45 

There  I  hope  best  to  hulstred  be  ; 
Aud  certeyuly,  sikerest  hyiling 
Is  uuderneth  humblest  clothing. 

'  Keligious  fe»lk  ben  I'ul  covert ; 
8eculer  folk  ben  more  appert.  6150 

But  nathelos,  I  wol  not  blame 
Keligious  folk,  ne  hem  diffame, 
Iu  what  habit  that  ever  they  go  : 
Ki'li{;iouu  humble,  aud  trewe  also, 
AVol  1  not  blame,  ne  dispyso,  6155 

But  I  nil  love  it,  in  no  wyse. 
I  mene  of  fals  religious. 
That  stoute  ben,  and  malicious ; 
That  wolen  in  an  abit  go, 
Anil  setten  not  hir  herte  therto.  oiOt) 

'  Keligious  folk  ben  al  pitous  ; 
Thou  shult  not  seen  oon  dispitous. 
They  loven  no  pryde.  ne  no  strj'f. 
But  humbl.A"  they  wol  lede  hir  lyf  ; 
With  "l-swich  folk  wol  I  never  be.        6165 
And  if  I  dwelle,  I  feyue  me 
1  may  wol  in  her  abit  go  ; 
But  me  were  lever  my  uekke  at  wo, 
Than  -flete  a  purpose  that  I  take, 
AVliat  covenaunt  that  ever  I  make.     6170 
I  ilwelle  with  hem  that  proude  be. 
And  fuUe  of  wyles  and  subtelte  ; 
That  worship  of  this  world  covej-ten, 
Anil  grete  •j-nedes  cunne  espleyteu  ;    6174 
And  goon  and  gadren  greet  pitaunces. 
And  purchace  hem  the  acquej-ntaunces 
Of  men  that  mighty  lyf  may  leden  ; 
Aud  fcyne  hem  pore,  aud  hem-self  feden 
AN'ith  gode  morcels  delicious, 
And  drinken  good  wyn  precious,         6i8o 
And  precho  us  povert  and  distresse, 
And  lisshen  hem-self  greet  richesse 
AVith  wyly  nettis  that  they  caste  : 
It  wol  come  foul  out  at  the  laste. 
They  ben  fro  clene  religioun  wont  ;     6185 
They  make  the  world  an  argiunent 
Tluit  hath  a  foul  conclusioun. 
'■  I  ha\-e  a  robe  of  religioun, 
Than  am  I  al  religious  :  " 
This  argiunent  is  al  roignous  ;  6u)u 


It  is  not  worth  a  croked  brere  ; 
Habit  ne  maketh  -t-mouk  ne  frere. 
But  clene  l.vf  and  devocionn 
Maketh  gode  men  of  religioun. 
Nathelesse,  ther  can  noon  answere,    6195 
How  high  that  ever  his  heed  ho  shore 
With  rasour  whetted  never  so  kene. 
That  Gyle  in  braunches  cut  thrittene  ; 
Ther  can  no  wight  distincte  it  so. 
That  he  dar  se^•  a  word  therto.  Tuixj 

'  But  what  herberwe  that  over  I  take, 
Or  what  semblant  that  ever  I  make, 
I  mone  but  gyle,  and  folowe  that ; 
For  right  no  mo  than  Gibbe  our  cat 
[fFro  myce  aud  rattes  went  his  wyloj. 
Xe  eutenile  I  [not]  but  to  f  beg.vle  ;      6206 
Xe  no  wight  may,  by  my  clothing, 
Wite  with  what  folk  is  my  dwelling , 
Xe  by  my  wordis  yet,  pariloe. 
So  softe  and  so  plesaunt  they  be.  621U 

Biholil  the  dedes  that  I  do  ; 
But  tliim  be  blind,  thou  oughtest  so  ; 
For,  vane  hir  wordis  fro  hir  dede, 
Tlii-y  thenke  on  gyle,  without[en]  dretle. 
What  manor  clothing  that  they  were. 
Or  what  estat  that  ever  they  bere,      6ji6 
Lered  or  lewd,  lord  or  lady, 
Knight,  squier,  burgeis,  or  bayly.' 

Itight    thus   whyl   Fals-Semblant    ser- 
nioneth, 
Ettsones  Love  him  aresonoth,  6jji> 

Aud  brak  his  tale  in  the  spoking 
As  though  he  had  him  told  losing  ; 
And  seide  :  '  What,  dovel,  is  that  I  here":" 
What  folk  hast  thou  us  nem^jneil  here  ';' 
May  men  find©  religioun  6225 

In  worldly  habitacioun  ?  ' 

F.  Scm.  '  Ye,  sir  ;  it  foloweth  not  that 
they 
Shulde  lede  a  wikked  Ij-f,  parfey, 
Xe  not  therfore  her  soules  lese. 
That  hem  to  worldly  clothes  chose  ;    621,^ 
For,  certes,  it  wore  gret  iiitee. 
Men  may  in  seculer  clothes  see 
Florissheu  holy  religioun. 
Ful  many  11  se.vnt  in  feeld  and  toun, 
With  many  a  virgin  glorious,  6j}; 

Devout,  aud  ful  religious. 
Had  ileyed,  that  -)-comun  clothe  ay  boron, 
Yit  scyntes  nover-the-les  they  wereu. 
I  coude  reken  you  many  a  ten  ; 
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Ye,  wel  nigh  alio  these  holy  wimmen, 
That  men  in  chirches  herie  and  seke,  6241 
Bothe  maj-dens,  and  those  wyves  eke, 
Tliiit  baren  fniany  a  lair  chikl  here, 
Wered  alwey  clothis  seculere, 
And  in  the  same  dyden  they,  6245 

Tliat  seyntes  wereu,  and  been  alwej'. 
The  eleven  thousand  maydeus  dere, 
That  boren  in  heven  hir  cierges  clere, 
Of  which  men  rede  in  chircho,  and  singe, 
AVere  take  in  seculer  clothing,  6250 

\Vhau  they  resseyved  martirdom. 
And  wonnen  heven  unto  her  hoom. 
Good  herte  maketh  the  gode  thought ; 
The  clothLag  yeveth  ne  reveth  nought. 
The  gode  thought  and  the  •worching,  6255 
That  maketh  f  religioun  flowriug, 
Ther  lyth  the  good  religioun 
After  the  right  entencioun. 

'  Who-so  toke  a  wethers  skin, 
And  wrappetl  a  gredy  wolf  therin,       6260 
ii'or  he  shulde  go  with  lambes  whyte, 
Wenest  thou  not  he  wolde  hem  byte  ? 
Yis  !  never-the-las,  as  he  were  wood. 
He   wolde   hem   wery,   and    drinko    the 

blood  ; 
And  wel  the  rather  hem  disceyve,       6265 
For,  sith  they  coude  not  perceyve 
His  treget  and  his  crueltec, 
They  wolde  him  folowe,  al  wolde  he  flee, 

'  If  ther  bo  wolves  of  sich  liewe 
Amonges  these  apostlis  newe,  6270 

Tliou,  holy  chirche,  thou  mayst  be  way  led! 
Sith  that  thy  citee  is  assayled 
Thourgh  knightes  of  thyn  owne  table, 
God  wot  thy  lordshij)  is  doutablc  ! 
If  they  enforce  [hem]  it  to  wiiine,        6275 
That  shulde  defende  it  fro  withinne. 
Who  might  defence  ayens  liem  make  ? 
Without[en]  stroke  it  mot  be  take 
Of  trepeget  or  mangonel  ; 
Without  displaj'ing  of  penseL  6280 

And  if  god  nil  don  it  socour. 
But  lat  [hem]  renue  in  this  colour, 
Thou  nioost  thyn  heestes  laten  be. 
Than  is  ther  nought,  but  yelde  thee, 
Or  yeve  hem  tribute,  doutelees,  6285 

And  holde  it  of  hem  to  have  pees  : 
But  gretter  harm  bityde  thee, 
That  they  al  maistcr  of  it  be. 
Wel  conne  they  scorue  thee  withal ; 


By  day  stuffen  they  the  wal,  6290 

And  al  the  night  they  mynen  there. 
Xay,  thou  •j-most  planten  elleswhero 
Thyn  impes,  if  thou  wolt  fruyt  have  ; 
Abyd  not  there  thy-self  to  save. 

'  But  now  pees  !  here  I  turne  ageyn  ; 
I  wol  no  more  of  this  thing  f  seyn,      6296 
If  I  may  passen  me  herby  ; 
I  mighto  makeu  you  wery. 
But  I  wol  heten  you  alway 
To  helije  your  freendes  what  I  may,    6300 
So  they  wolleu  my  company  ; 
For  they  be  shent  al-outerly 
But-if  so  falle,  that  I  be 
Oft  with  hem,  and  they  with  me. 
And  eek  my  lemman  mot  they  serve,  6305 
Or  they  shul  not  my  love  deserve. 
Forsothe,  I  am  a  fals  traitoiir  ; 
God  jugged  me  for  a  theef  trichour  ; 
Forsworn  I  am,  but  wel  nygh  non 
Wot  of  my  gyle,  til  it  be  don.  6310 

'  Thourgh  me    hath    many  oon    deth 
resseyved. 
That  my  treget  never  apercey\'ed  ; 
And  j'it  resseyveth,  and  shal  resseyve, 
That  my  falsnesse  f  never  aperceyve  : 
But  who-so  doth,  if  ho  wj'S  be,  6315 

Him  is  right  good  be  war  of  me. 
But  so  sligh  is  the  [fdeceyviug 
That  to  hard  is  the]  apercey  ving. 
For  Protheus,  that  coude  him  chaung^ 
In  every  shap,  hoomly  and  straunge,  6320 
Coude  never  sich  gyle  ne  tresoun 
As  I ;  for  I  com  never  in  toun 
Ther-as  I  mighte  knowen  he, 
Though  men  mo  bothe  might  here  and  sec. 
Ful  wel  I  can  my  clothes  chaunge,      6325 
Take  oon,  and  make  another  straunge. 
Now  am  I  knight,  now  chasteleyn  ; 
Now  prolat,  and  now  chapeleyn  ; 
Now  prost,  now  clerk,  and  now  forstere  ; 
Now  am  I  maister,  now  scoleie  ;  6330 

Now  monk,  now  chanoun,  now  baily  ; 
What-ever  mister  man  am  I. 
Now  am  I  prince,  now  am  I  page, 
And  can  by  herte  every  langago. 
Som-tyme  am  I  lioor  and  old  ;  6si5 

Now  am  I  yong,  [and]  stout,  and  bold  ; 
Now  am  I  Robert,  now  Eobyu  ; 
Now  frero  Meuour,  now  lacobyn  ; 
And  with  me  folweth  my  loteby, 
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To  lion  me  solas  ami  ooniimny,  ^\Ho 

'Hiat  hight  chvnie  f  Abstinonce-Streyned, 
III  many  a  queynt  array  fyl-toyned. 

J{ighfc  as  it  comotli  to  hir  lyking, 

I  fulfille  al  liir  desiring. 

Somtymo  a  wommnns  cli)tli  t^iko  I ;     6345 

Now  am  I  maydo,  now  lady, 

Somtymo  I  am  religious  ; 

Now  lyk  an  anker  in  an  hous. 

Somtyme  am  I  prioresse, 

And  now  a  iionne,  and  now  abbesse  ;  6350 

And  go  tburgh  alio  regiouns, 

Scking  alio  religiouns. 

But  to  what  ordro  that  I  am  sworn, 

1  take  the  strawe,  and  flete  the  corn  ; 

To  f  blyndo  folk  [ther]  I  cnhabite,        6355 

r  axe  no-moro  but  hir  abito. 

What  wol  ye  more  ?  in  every  wyse, 

Kight  as  me  list,  I  mo  disgyse. 

Wei  can  I  here  mo  luidcr  weed  ; 

Unlyk  is  my  word  to  my  deed.  6360 

Tluis  niake  I  in  my  trapi)es  falle, 

Tluirgh  my  pryvilogcs,  alio 

That  ben  in  Cristendom  alyve. 

I  may  assoile,  and  I  may  shryve. 

That  no  prelat  may  lette  me,  6365 

Al  folk,  wher-ever  they  foiinde  be  : 

I  noot  no  prelat  may  don  so, 

But  it  the  pope  be,  an<l  no  mo, 

Tliat  made  thilk  establisshing. 

Now  is  not  this  a  propre  tiling  ?  6370 

But,  were  my  sleightes  aperceyved, 

(f  Ne  shulde  I  more  been  receyved] 

As  I  was  wont ;  and  wostow  why  ? 

For  I  dido  hem  a  tregetry ; 

But  therof  yeve  I  litel  talc,  6375 

I  have  the  silver  and  tlie  male  ; 

So  have  I  preched  and  eek  shriven, 

So  have  I  take,  so  have  fme  yiven, 

Thurgh  liir  fo!y,  hiisbond  and  wyf, 

Tliat  I  lede  right  a  jolj'  lyf,  6380 

Thurgh  simplesse  of  the  prelacye  ; 

Tliey  know  not  al  my  tregetrye. 

'  But  for  as  mocLo  as  man  and  -wyf 
Shuld  shewe  hir  parochc-prest  hir  lyf 
Ones  a  yoer,  as  seith  the  lx)ok,  6385 

Er  any  wight  his  houscl  took, 
Than  have  I  pryvUeges  large, 
That  may  of  moclie  thing  discharge  ; 
For  he  may  seye  right  thus,  pardee  : — 
*•  Sir  Freest,  in  shrift  I  telle  it  thee,  6390 


That  he,  to  whom  that  I  am  shriven. 

Hath  me  assoilod,  and  mo  yiven 

Penaunce  soothly,  for  my  sinuc. 

Which  that  I  fond  me  gilty  inno  ; 

N©  I  ne  have  never  entencioun  6395 

To  make  double  confessioun, 

Ne  reherce  eft  my  shrift  to  thee  ; 

0  shrift  is  right  j--nougli  to  me, 
Tliis  oughto  thee  suffycc  wel, 

Ne  be  not  rebel  never-a-del ;  6400 

For  certes,  though  thou  haddest  it  sworn, 

1  wot  no  prest  ne  prelat  born 

That  may  to  shrift  eft  me  coustrej-ue.      » 

And  if  they  don,  I  wol  me  i^leyne  ; 

For  I  wot  where  to  pleyno  wel.  6405 

Thou  shalt  not  streync  me  a  ilel, 

Ne  enforce  me,  ne  f  yit  me  trouble. 

To  make  my  confessioun  double. 

Ne  I  have  none  afteccioun 

To  have  double  absoluciovm.  6410 

The  firste  is  right  y-nough  to  me  , 

This  latter  assoiling  qxiyte  I  thee. 

I  am  unbounde  ;  what  mayst  thou  finde 

More  of  m3'  sinnes  me  to  unbinde  ? 

For  ho,  that  might  hath  in  his  houd,  6415 

Of  alio  my  sinnes  mo  unbond. 

And  if  thou  wolt  me  thus  constreyne, 

That  me  mot  nedis  on  thee  pleyne. 

There  shal  no  jugge  imperial, 

Ne  bisshop,  no  official,  6420 

Don  jugoment  on  me  ;  for  I 

Shal  gon  and  pleJ^le  me  openly 

Unto  my  shrift -fader  newe, 

(That  hight  not  Frere  Wolf  untrewe  !) 

And  he  shal  •fchevise  him  lor  me,        6425 

For  I  trowe  he  can  hampro  thee. 

But,  h)rd  !  ho  wolde  be  wrootli  withalle, 

If  men  him  wolde  Frere  AVoIf  calle  ! 

For  ho  wolde  have  no  pacience. 

But  don  al  cruel  vengeauuce  !  6430 

Ho  wolde  his  might  don  at  the  leest, 

[Ne]  no-thing  spare  for  goddes  heest. 

And,  god.  so  wis  be  my  socour. 

But  thou  yeve  me  my  Saviour 

At  Ester,  whan  it  lyketh  me,  ^'435 

Withoute  prosing  more  on  thee, 

I  wol  forth,  and  to  him  goon. 

And  he  shal  housel  me  anoon. 

For  I  am  out  of  thy  grucching  ; 

I  kepe  not  dele  with  thee  no-thing."  6440 

Thus  may  he  shryve  him,  that  forsaketh 
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His  paroclic-prcst,  and  to  me  taketh. 

And  if  tbo  prest  wol  liim  refuse, 

I  am  ful  rcdy  liim  to  nccus(?, 

Aud  him  punisslie  and  hampre  so,      6445 

That  lie  Lis  clurclic  slial  forpo. 

'  But  -wlio-so  hath  in  his  foling 
The  consequence  of  such  shryving, 
Shal  seen  that  prest  may  never  have  might 
To  knowe  the  conscience  aright  6450 

Of  him  that  is  under  his  cure. 
And  this  agej-ns  holy  scripture, 
That  biddeth  every  herde  honcsto 
Have  verry  knowing  of  his  hestc. 
But  pore  folk  that  goon  by  stretc,       6455 
That  have  no  gold,  ne  sommes  grete, 
Hem  wolde  I  lete  to  hir  prelates. 
Or  lute  hir  prestes  knowe  hir  states, 
For  to  me  right  nought  j-eve  they.' 

Amour.  '  And  ■why  fis  it  ? ' 

F.  Sem.  '  For  they  ne  may.    6460 

They  hen  so  bare,  I  take  no  keep  ; 
But  I  wol  have  the  fatte  sheep  ; — 
Lat  parish  prestes  have  the  lene, 
I  yeve  not  of  hir  harm  a  bene  ! 
And  if  that  prelats  grucchcn  it,  6465 

That  oughtcn  f  wroth  be  in  hir  wit, 
To  lese  her  fatte  bcstcs  so, 
I  shal  yeve  hem  a  stroke  or  two, 
Tluit  they  shal  lesen  with  [the]  force, 
Ye,  bothe  hir  mytro  and  hir  croce.      6470 
Thus  jape  I  hem,  and  have  do  longc, 
My  priveleges  been  so  stronge.' 

Fals-Semblant  woldc  have  stinted  here, 
But  Love  ne  made  him  no  such  chere 
That  he  was  wery  of  his  sawe  ;  6475 

But  tor  to  make  him  glad  and  fawe, 
He  seide  : — '  Tel  on  more  specialy, 
How  that  thou  servest  untrewly. 
Tel  forth,  and  shume  thee  never  a  del ; 
For  as  thyn  abit  shewith  -wel,  6480 

Thou  "t'Semest  an  holy  heremyte.' 

F.  Scm.  '  Soth  is,  but  I  ana  an  JTOcryte.' 

Amour.  '  Thou  gost  and  prechest  pover- 
tee  ?  • 

F.  Sem.    'Ye,    sir ;    but   richesso  hath 
poustee.' 

Amour.     '  Thou    prechest    abstinence 
also  V '  6485 

F.  Hem.   '  Sir,  I  wol  fiUeu,  so  mote  I  go, 
My  paunche  of  gode  mete  and  wjiie, 
As  shuldo  a  maistcr  of  di^'jiie  ; 


For  how  that  I  me  pover  feyne, 

Yit  alio  iiore  folk  I  disdesTie.  64y*> 

'  I  love  f  bet  the  acqueyntaunce 
Ten  tymes,  of  the  king  of  Fraunce, 
Than  of  f  iiore  man  of  mylde  mode. 
Though  that  his  soule  be  also  gode. 
For  whan  I  see  beggers  quaking,         64y5 
Naked  on  mixens  al  stinking, 
Fov  hungre  crj'o,  an<t  eok  for  care, 
I  entremete  not  of  hir  fare. 
They  been  so  pore,  and  ful  of  pjTie, 
They  might  not  ones  yeve  me  -J-dyne,  6500 
For  they  have  no-thing  but  liir  lyf ; 
What  shuldo  ho  yeve  that  likketh.  kia 

knyf? 
It  is  bvit  foly  to  entremete. 
To  seke  iu  houndes  nest  fat  mete. 
Let  bere  hem  to  the  spitel  anoon,         6505 
But,  for  me,  comfort  get©  they  noon. 
But  a  riche  sike  tisurere 
Wolde  I  \dsyte  and  di-awe  nere  ; 
Him  wol  I  comforte  and  rehete, 
For  I  hope  of  his  gold  to  gete.  65 1« 

And  if  that  wikked  deth  hhn.  have, 
I  wol  go  with  him  to  hia  grave. 
And  if  ther  any  reprove  me. 
Why  that  I  lete  the  pore  be, 
Wostow  how  I  f  mot  ascape  ?  6515 

I  sey,  and  swere  him  ful  rape. 
That  riche  men  ban  more  tecches 
Of  sinne,  than  han  pore  wrecches, 
Aud  han  of  counscil  more  mister  ; 
And  therfore  I  wol  drawe  hem  ner.     65^0 
But  as  gret  hui't,  it  may  so  be. 
Hath  fsoul  in  right  gret  poverte. 
As  soul  iai  gret  richesse,  forsothe, 
Al-be-it  that  they  hurten  bothe. 
For  richesse  aud  naendicitees  6525 

Bon  cleped  two  extreniitees  ; 
The  mene  is  cleped  snffisaiuice, 
Ther  lyth  of  vertu  the  alx<undauuce. 
For  Salamon,  ful  wel  I  woot, 
In  his  Piirables  us  wroot,  6530 

As  it  is  knowe  of  many  a  wight, 
In  his  -j-thi'ittethe  chapitre  right : 
"  God,  thou  mo  kepe,  for  thy  poustee, 
Fro  richesse  and  mendicitee  ; 
For  if  a  riche  man  him  dresso  6535 

To  thenke  to  moche  on  [his]  richesse, 
His  herte  on  that  so  fer  is  set, 
That  he  his  creatoiir  foryot  j 
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And  him,  that  •f-lK-ppinp  vol  ay  Kreve, 

How  shnldo  I  by  his  word  liim  levo  V  6540 

Unnethe  that  he  nis  a  niicher, 

Forsworn,  or  elies  fRod  is  Iyer." 

Thus  seith  SahiniouffsJ  gawcs  ; 

No  wo  finde  writen  in  no  lawos, 

And  namely  in  oiir  Cristeu  lay —         6545 

(Who  scith  '  ye,'  I  dar  sey  '  nay  '; — 

That  Crist,  ne  his  apostles  dere, 

Why!  that  they  walkede  in  erthe  here, 

Wero  never  seen  her  bred  begging, 

For  they  noldo  bcggen  for  no-thing.    6^51) 

And  right  thus  were  men  wont  to  teche  ; 

Anil  in  this  wyso  wolde  it  precho 

The  maistres  of  tlivinitee 

Somtyme  in  Paris  the  citee. 

'  And  if  men  wolde  thor-geyn  appose 
The  naked  text,  and  lete  the  glose,      6556 
It  mighte  sone  assoiled  be  ; 
For  men  may  wel  the  sot  he  see, 
That,  parde,  they  mighte  axe  a  thing 
Pleyulj'  forth,  without  begging.  6560 

For  they  weren  gotldes  herdes  dere, 
And  cure  of  soules  hadden  here, 
They  nolde  no-thing  begge  hir  fode  ; 
For  after  Crist  was  don  on  rode. 
With  +hir  propre  hondes  they  wrought. 
And  with  travel,  and  elles  nought,      6566 
They  wonnen  all  hir  sustenaunce, 
And  liveden  forth  in  hir  penaunce, 
And  the  remenaunt  +yeve  awey 
To  other  pore  -ffolk  alwey.  f'57o 

They  neither  bildeu  toui-  ne  halle, 
But  fleyo  in  houses  smale  withalle. 
A  mighty  man,  that  can  and  may, 
Shulde  with  his  hondo  and  body  alway 
Winne  him  his  food  in  laboring,  6575 

If  he  ne  have  rent  or  sich  a  thing, 
Although  he  be  religious, 
An(.l  god  to  sei-ven  curious. 
Thus  mote  he  don,  or  do  trespas, 
But-if  it  be  in  certeyn  cas,  6580 

That  I  can  reherce,  if  mister  be, 
night  wel,  whan  the  tyme  I  see. 

'  Seke  the  book  of  Seynt  Austin, 
Be  it  in  paper  or  perchemin,  6584 

There-as  he  writ  of  these  worchinges, 
Thou  shalt  seen  that  non  excusinges 
A  i)arfit  man  ne  shulde  seke 
By  wortles,  ne  by  iledes  eke, 
Although  he  be  religious, 


And  god  to  scrven  curious,  6590 

That  ho  ne  shal,  su  mote  1  go, 

With  propre  hondes  and  body  also, 

Gete  his  footl  in  laboring, 

If  he  ne  have  propretee  of  thing. 

Yit  sliulde  he  selle  al  his  substauiice,  6595 

And  with  his  swink  have  sustenaunce, 

If  he  be  parfit  in  bountee. 

Thus  han  tho  bookes  tolde  me  : 

For  ho  that  wol  gon  j'dilly, 

And  useth  it  ay  besily  6600 

To  haunten  other  mennes  table, 

He  is  a  trechour,  ful  of  fable  ; 

Ne  he  ne  may,  by  godo  resoun, 

Excuse  him  by  his  orisoun. 

For  men  bihoveth,  in  soin  gyse,  6605 

•f-Som-tyme  leven  goddes  servyso 

To  gon  and  purchasea  her  nede. 

Men  mote  eten,  that  is  no  drede. 

And  slepe,  and  eek  do  other  thing  ; 

So  longe  may  they  leve  praying.  6610 

So  may  they  eek  hir  prayer  blinne, 

While  that  they  werke,  hir  mete  to  winno, 

Seynt  Austin  wol  therto  accorde. 

In  thilke  book  that  I  recorde. 

Justinian  eek,  that  made  lawes,  6615 

Hath  thus  forboden,  by  olde  dawes, 

"  No  man,  up  peyne  to  be  deed, 

Mighty  of  body,  to  beggo  his  breed, 

If  he  may  swinke,  it  lor  to  gete  ; 

Men  shulde  him  rather  maymc  or  bete, 

Or  tloon  of  him  apert  justice,  66-'i 

Thau  suffren  him  in  such  malice." 

Thej-  don  not  wel,  so  mote  I  go. 

That  taken  such  almesso  so. 

But  if  they  have  som  privelege,  tlo.'o 

That  of  tho  peyne  hem  wol  allege. 

But  how  that  is,  can  I  not  see, 

But-if  the  prince  disseyved  be  ; 

Ne  I  ne  wene  not,  sikerly, 

That  they  may  have  it  rightfuUj-.        66iij 

But  I  wol  not  determyno 

Of  princes  power,  no  defyne, 

Ne  by  my  word  comprende,  y-wis. 

If  it  so  fer  may  strecche  iu  this, 

I  wol  not  entremete  a  del ;  6635 

But  I  trowe  that  the  book  seith  wel, 

Vtlio  that  taketh  almesses,  that  bo 

Dewe  to  folk  that  men  may  see 

Lame,  feble,  wery,  and  bare, 

Pore,  or  in  such  maner  care,  6640 
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(Tliat  connc  winiic  lioni  nevermo, 

For  tliey  have  no  power  therto), 

He  eteth  his  owne  dampning, 

Bnt-Lf  he  lye,  that  made  al  thing. 

Ami  if  ye  such  a  truaunt  liiido,  6645 

Chastise  liini  wel,  if  ye  be  kinde. 

But  they  woklo  hate  you,  percas, 

And,  if  ye  fillen  in  hir  laas, 

They  wokle  eftsones  do  you  scathe, 

If  that  they  mighte,  late  or  rathe  ;      6650 

Fur  they  be  not  ful  pacieut, 

That  han  the  world  thus  foule  blent. 

And  witetli  wel,  [wher]  that  god  bad 

The  good  man  selle  al  that  ho  had, 

And  folowc  him,  and  to  pore  it  yive,  6655 

He  wolde  not  therfore  that  he  live 

To  serven  him  in  mendience, 

For  it  was  never  his  sentence  ; 

But  he  bad  wirken  whan  that  nede  is. 

And  folwe  him  in  goode  dedes.  6660 

Seynt  Poule,  that  loved  al  holy  chirche. 

He  bade  th'apostles  for  to  wirche. 

And  winnen  hir  lyfiode  in  that  wyse, 

And  hem  defended  truaundyse,  6664 

And  seide,  "  Wirketh  with  your  honden  ;  " 

Thus  shulde  the  thing  be  understonden. 

He  nolde,  y-wis,  f  bidde  hem  begging, 

Xe  sellen  gospel,  ne  preching. 

Lest  they  berafte,  with  hir  asking. 

Folk  of  hir  catel  or  of  hir  thing.  6670 

For  in  this  world  is  many  a  man 

That  yeveth  his  good,  for  he  ne  can 

Werne  it  for  shame,  or  ellos  he 

Wolde  of  the  asker  delivered  be  ; 

And,  for  he  him  encombreth  so,  6675 

He  yeveth  him  good  to  late  him  go  : 

But  it  can  him  no-thing  profyte, 

They  lese  tlie  yift  and  the  meryte. 

The  goode  folk,  that  Poule  to  prechcd, 

Profred  him  ofte,  whan  he  hem  teclied, 

Som  of  hir  good  in  charite  ;  6681 

But  therof  right  no-thing  took  he  ; 

But  of  his  hondwerk  wolde  ho  getc 

Clothes  to  wryen  him,  and  bis  mete.' 

Amour.  '  Tel  me  than  how  a  man  may 
liven,  6685 

Tliat  al  his  good  to  pore  hath  yiven. 
And  wol  but  only  bidde  his  Ijedes, 
And  never  with  -j-liond  laboure  his  nedes : 
May  he  do  so  ?  ' 

F.  Seiii.  '  Ye,  sir.' 


Amour.  'And  how?' 

F.  Sem.  '  Sir,  I  wol  gladly  telle  j'ow  : — 
Seynt  Austin  seith,  a  man  may  be      6691 
In  houses  that  han  propretee, 
As  templers  and  hospitelers, 
And  as  these  chanouns  regxilers, 
Or  wliyte  monkcs,  or  these  blake —     6695 
(I  wole  no  mo  ensamples  make) — 
And  take  therof  his  sustening. 
For  therinne  lyth  no  begging  ; 
But  other-weyes  not,  y-wis, 
■|-Yif  Austin  gabbeth  not  of  this.  Oyoo 

And  yit  ful  many  a  monk  laboureth, 
That  god  in  holy  chirche  honovireth  ; 
For  wlian  hir  swinking  is  agoon, 
They  rede  and  singe  in  chirche  anoon. 

'  And  for  ther  hath  ben  greet  discord. 
As  many  a  wight  may  here  record,      6706 
Upon  the  estate  of  f  mendience, 
I  wol  shortly,  in  your  ■presence. 
Telle  how  a  man  may  begge  at  nede. 
That  hath  not  wherwith  him  to  fede,  6710 
Mangre  his  felones  jangelinges. 
For  sothfastnesse  wol  non  hidinges  ; 
And  yit,  percas,  I  may  abeye 
That  I  to  yow  sothly  thus  seye, 

'  Lo,  here  the  caas  especial :  6715 

If  a  man  be  so  bestial 
That  he  of  no  craft  hath  science, 
And  nought  desyreth  ignorence, 
ITian  may  he  go  a-begging  yeme, 
Til  he  som  maner  craft  can  lerne,        6720 
Tliurgh  which,  without[e]  tniaunding, 
He  may  in  trouthe  have  his  living. 
Or  if  he  may  don  no  labour. 
For  elde,  or  syknesse,  or  langour, 
Or  for  his  tendre  age  also,  6725 

Than  niay  he  j'it  a-begging  go. 

'  Or  if  he  have,  peraventure, 
Thurgh  usage  of  his  noritvire, 
Lived  over  deliciotisly, 
Than  oughten  good  folk  comunly        6730 
Han  f>f  bis  mischeef  .som  pitec. 
And  suffrou  him  also,  that  he 
ilay  gon  aboute  and  begge  his  breed, 
That  he  be  not  for  hungur  deed. 
Or  if  be  have  of  craft  cunning,  6735 

And  strengthe  also,  and  desiring 
To  wirlion,  as  he  hadde  what. 
But  he  fmde  neither  this  ne  that, 
Than  may  he  begge,  til  that  he 
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Have  geton  liis  nocessitce.  6740 

'  Or  if  his  wiiiuing  be  so  lyte, 
That  his  labour  wol  not  acqujte 
iSutficiantly  al  liis  living, 
Yit  may  ho  go  his  hreeil  begging  ; 
Fro  doro  to  doro  he  may  go  trace,        6745 
Til  he  the  remenaunt  may  purchace. 
Or  if  a  man  wolde  undertake 
Any  eniprj-so  for  to  make, 
Jn  the  rescous  of  our  lay, 
And  it  defendcn  as  he  ma.\',  6750 

Be  it  "with  armes  or  Icttrure, 
Or  other  covenable  cure, 
If  it  be  so  he  pore  be, 
Than  may  he  begge,  til  that  he 
May  tinde  in  trouthe  for  to  swinke,     6755 
And  gete  him  clothe[sJ,  mete,  and  drinke. 
Swinko  he  with  hondes  corporel, 
And  not  with  hondes  espirituel. 

'  In  al  this[e]  caas,  and  in  semblables, 
If  that  ther  ben  mo  resonables,  6760 

He  may  begge,  as  I  telle  you  here. 
And  elles  nought,  in  no  manere  ; 
As  M'illiam  Sej'nt  Amour  wolde  preche, 
And  ofte  wolde  dispute  and  teche 
Of  this  matere  alle  openly  6765 

At  Paris  ful  solenip[ne]ly. 
And  al-so  god  my  soule  blesse. 
As  he  had,  in  this  stedlastnesse, 
The  accord  of  the  universitee, 
And  of  the  pujile,  as  semeth  me.  6770 

'  No  good  man  oiighte  it  to  refuse, 
Ne  oughte  him  therof  to  excuse, 
Be  wrooth  or  blythe  who-so  be  ; 
For  I  wol  speke,  and  telle  it  thee, 
Al  shulde  I  dye,  and  be  put  doun,        6775 
As  was  seynt  Poul,  in  derk  prisoun  ; 
Or  be  exUed  in  this  caas 
"With  wrong,  as  maister  William  was, 
That  my  muder  Ypocrisye 
Banisshed  for  hir  greet  envye.  6780 

'  My  moder  flemed  him,  Sej"nt  Amour  :  ' 
Tliis  noble  dide  siich  labour 
To  susteyne  ever  the  loyaltee, 
That  he  to  moche  agilte  me. 
He  made  a  book,  and  leet  it  WTyte,     6785 
"Wherin  his  lyf  he  dide  al  wryte. 
And  wolde  ich  reneyed  begging, 
And  lived  by  mj-  traveyling. 
If  I  ne  had  rent  ne  other  good. 
What  ?  waned  he  that  I  were  wood  ?  6790 


I'or  labour  might  me  never  plese, 

I  luuc  more  wil  to  been  at  ese  ; 

And  ha\-e  wel  lever,  sooth  to  sey, 

Bifore  the  puple  patro  and  prey, 

And  wr,vo  me  in  my  foxerye  >  6795 

Under  a  cope  of  papelardye,' 

Quod  Love,  '  What  devel  is  this  I  here? 
Wliat  wordes  tellest  thou  me  here  ? ' 

/'.  Sein.   'What,  sir?' 

Amotrr.  'Falsnesse,  that  apert  is  ; 

Tliau  dredest  thou  not  god  ?  ' 

F,  Sem.  No,  certes  ;   6800 

For  selde  in  greet  thing  shal  he  spede 
In  this  world,  that  god  wol  drede. 
For  folk  that  hem  to  vertu  yiven. 
And  trulj-  on  her  owne  liven. 
And  hern  in  goodnesse  ay  contene,      6805 
On  hem  is  litel  thrift  j--sene  ; 
Such  folk  drinken  gret  misese  ; 
Tliat  lyf  [ne]  may  mo  ne^-er  plese. 
But  see  what  gold  han  usurers. 
And  silver  eek  in  [hir]  garners,  681Q 

Taylagiers,  and  these  monyours, 
Bailifs,  bedels,  jjrovost,  conn  tours  : 
These  liven  wel  nygh  by  ravyne  ; 
The  smale  puijlc  hem  mote  enclyne, 
And  they  as  wolves  wol  hem  eten.       6815 
Upon  the  pore  folk  they  geten 
Fill  moche  of  that  thej-  spende  or  kepe  ; 
Xis  none  of  hem  that  he  nil  strepe, 
And  fwiyen  him-self  wel  atte  /iille  ; 
Without[e]  scalding  they  hem  pulle.  6820 
The  stronge  the  feble  overgoth  ; 
But  I,  that  were  my  simple  cloth, 
Robbe  bothe  -trobbed  and  robbours, 
And  gyle  -j-gjled  and  gylours. 
By  my  treget,  I  gadre  and  thresto       68^5 
The  greet  tresour  into  my  cheste, 
That  lyth  with  me  so  faste  bounde. 
Myn  highe  paleys  do  I  founde, 
And  my  delj-tes  I  fulfiUe 
With  wjTie  at  feestes  at  my  wille,       6830 
And  tables  fuUe  of  entremees  ; 
I  wol  no  Ijif,  but  ese  and  pees. 
And  winno  gold  to  spende  also. 
For  whan  the  grete  bagge  is  go. 
It  Cometh  right  [eft]  with  my  japes.    6835 
Make  I  not  wel  tumble  m>ai  apes  ? 
To  winne  is  alwey  m\-n  entent  ; 
My  purchas  is  better  than  my  rent ; 
For  though  I  shulde  beten  be, 
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Over-al  I  entremete  me  ;  6840 

Witliont[e]  me  may  no  wight  dui-e. 

I  walko  soules  for  to  ciire. 

Of  al  the  ■workle  cure  have  I 

In  hrede  and  lengthe  ;  l>oldely 

I  •wol  lx)thc  prechc  and  eek  connceilen  ; 

With  hondes  -wille  I  not  travoilen,     684.6 

For  of  the  pope  I  have  the  bnlle  ; 

I  ne  holde  not  my  wittas  dulle. 

I  wol  not  stinten,  in  my  lyve, 

Tliese  emperoures  for  to  shryve,  6850 

Or  kj-nges,  diTkes,  and  lordes  grete  ; 

Bnt  pore  folk  al  quyte  I  lete. 

I  lovo  no  such  shryving,  pardee, 

Bnt  it  for  other  cause  be. 

I  rekke  not  of  pore  men,  6855 

Hir  astate  is  not  worth  an  hen. 

Wliere  fyndest  thou  a  swinker  of  labour 

Have  mo  unto  his  confessour  ? 

But  emperesses,  and  duchesses, 

Thise  quenes,  and  eek  [thisc]  countesses, 

Thise  abbesses,  and  eek  BigjTis,  6861 

These  grete  ladyes  palasyns. 

These  joly  kniglites,  and  baillj'ves, 

Thise  nonues,  and  thise  bnrgeis  wyves, 

That  riche  been,  and  eek  plesing,        6865 

And  thise  maidens  ■wolfaring, 

VVlier-so  they  clad  or  naked  be, 

Uncounceiled  goth  ther  noon  fro  me. 

And,  for  her  soules  savetee, 

At  lord  an,d  lady,  and  hir  meynee,      6870 

I  axe,  whan  they  heni  to  me  shryve, 

The  propretee  of  al  hir  lyve. 

And  make  hem  trowe,  bothe  meest^  and 

leest, 
Hir  paroch-prest  nis  but  a  beest 
Ayens  me  and  my  companj',  6875 

That  shrewes  been  as  greet  as  I ; 
Por  whiche  I  wol  not  liyde  in  hold 
No  privetee  that  me  is  told. 
Til  at  I  by  word  or  signe,  y-wis, 
-f-Nil  make  hem  knowe  what  it  is,       6880 
And  they  wolen  also  tellon  me  ; 
They  hcle  fro  me  no  privitee. 
And  for  to  make  yow  hem  perceyven. 
That  usen  folk  thus  to  diaceyven, 
I  wol  you  se>ni,  ■withoutcn  drcde,  .     6885 
What  men  may  in  the  gospel  rede 
Of  Seynt  Matlicw,  the  gospelore. 
That  seith,  as  1  shal  you  sey  here. 
'  Upon  the  chaire  of  Moyses — . 


Thiis  is  it  glosed,  douteles  :  -6890 

That  is  the  oldo  testament, 

For  therby  is  the  chaire  ment- 

Sitte  Scribes  and  Pharis[i]en  ; — 

Tliat  is  to  soyn,  the  cursed  men 

Whiche  that  we  yjwcrites  calle —        6805 

Doth  that  they  preche,  I  rede  you  alle. 

But  doth  not  as  they  don  a  del, 

That  been  not  wery  to  seye  wel, 

But  to  do  wel,  no  wille  have  they ; 

And  they  wolde  binde  on  folk  alwey, 

Tliat  ben  to  [be]  begyled  able,  6poi 

f  Burdens  that  ben  importable  ; 

On  folkes  shuldres  thinges  they  couchen 

That  they  nil  with  her  fingres  touchen.' 

Amour.  '  And  why  wol  they  not  touch e 
it?' 

F.  Sem.  '  Why  ?  6905 

For  hem  no  list  not,  eikerly  ; 
For  sadde  fburdens  that  men  taken 
Make  folkes  shuldres  aken. 
And  if  they  do  ought  that  good  be, 
That  is  for  folk  it  shulde  see  :  6910 

Her  f  borders  larger  maken  they, 
And  make  hir  hemmes  wyde  alwey, 
And  loven  setes  at  the  table, 
The  firste  and  most  honourable  ; 
And  for  to  ban  the  first  chaieres  6915 

In  synagoges,  to  hem  ful  dcre  is  ; 
And  willen  that  folk  hem  loute  and  grete, 
Wlian  that  they  passen  thurgh  the  strete, 
And  wolen  be  cleped  '  Maister  '  also. 
But  they  ne  shulde  not  willen  so  ;      6920 
The  gospel  is  ther-ageyns,  I  gesse  : 
That  sheweth  wel  hir  wikkidnessa 

'  Another  custom  use  we  : — 
Of  hem  that  wol  ayens  us  be, 
We  hate  fhem  deedly  everichoon,       6925 
And  we  wol  werry  fhem,  as  oon. 
Him  that  oon  hateth,  hate  wo  alio. 
And  conjecte  how  to  doon  him  falle. 
'  And  if  we  seen  him  winne  honour, 
Bichesso  or  preys,  thurgh  his  valour,  6930 
Provende,  rent,  or  dignitee, 
Ful  fast,  j'-wis,  compassen  w© 
By  what  ladder  he  is  clomben  so  ; 
And  for  to  maken  him  douu  to  go, 
Witli  traisoun  we  wole  him  defame,  6935 
And  doon  him  lose  his  gwlo  name. 
Thus  from  his  ladder  we  him  take. 
And  thus  his  freendea  foes  wo  make  ; 
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Hut  word  nc  wito  shal  hf  iio.m, 

Til  alle  liis  froondos  been  his  fiM>n.      '''1)40 

Por  if  we  dide  it  oi)enly, 

"We  niifflit  have  blame  rcdily  ; 

For  lin<lde  bo  wist  of  our  Tnalyce, 

He  liadcio  liini  kept,  but  lie  wore  nyce. 

'  Another  is  this,  that,  if  so  falle     6945 
Tliat  ther  be  oon  among  ns  alle 
That  doth  a  good  tnrn,  ont  of  drede, 
We  seyn  it  is  onr  aldor  dede. 
Ye,  sikerly,  though  be  it  feyned. 
Or  tliat  him  list,  or  that  him  deyned  6950 
A  man  thnrgh  him  avaunced  be  ; 
'riierof  alle  parceners  be  we. 
And  tellen  folk,  whor-so  we  go, 
Tliat  man  tburgh  lis  is  sprongen  so. 
And  for  to  have  of  men  prej'sing,        <i955 
We  pnrchace,  thnrgh  our  flatering, 
Of  riche  men,  of  gret  ponstee, 
Lettres,  to  witnesse  onr  bonntee  ; 
So  that  man  wenetli,  that  maj'  vis  see, 
Tliat  alle  vertu  in  xis  be.  6960 

And  alwey  pore  we  ns  feyne  ; 
But  how  so  that  we  begge  or  pleyne. 
We  ben  the  folk,  without  lesing, 
That  al  thing  have  w^ithont  having. 
Thus  bo  we  dred  of  the  ptiple,  y-wis.  6()(is 
And  gladly  my  pnrpos  is  this  : — 
I  dele  with  no  wight,  b\it  he 
Have  gold  and  tresonr  gret  plentee  ; 
Hir  acqneyntannce  wel  love  I ; 
This  is  moche  my  desyr,  shortly.         ^970 
I  entremete  me  of  brocages, 
I  make  pees  and  mariages, 
I  am  gladly  executonr, 
And  many  tymes  procnratotir ; 
r  am  somtyme  messager  ;  <^975 

That  falleth  not  to  my  mister. 
And  many  tymes  I  make  enquestes  ; 
For  me  that  office  not  honest  is  ; 
To  dele  with  other  mennes  thing. 
That  is  to  me  a  gret  lyking.  69815 

And  if  that  ye  have  ought  to  do 
Tn  place  that  I  rejjeire  to, 
I  shal  it  speden  thurgh  my  wit. 
As  s<nio  as  ye  have  told  me  it. 
So  that  ye  serve  me  to  pay,  6985 

My  servise  shal  be  your  alway. 
But  who-so  wol  cbastyse  me. 
Anoon  my  love  lost  hath  he  ; 
For  I  love  no  man  in  no  gyse. 


Tliat  wol  me  rpprevo  or  chastyso  ;       ^"990 
But  I  wolde  al  folk  undertake, 
And  of  no  wight  no  teching  take  ; 
For  I,  that  other  folk  chastye, 
Wol  not  1)0  taught  fro  my  I'olye. 

'  I  love  noon  hermitage  more  ;  ''>99S 

Alle  desertes,  and  lioltca  bore, 
And  grete  wodes  everichoon, 
I  lete  hem  t^  the  Baptist  lohan. 
I  qnetlie  him  quytc,  and  him  relcs<;o 
Of  Egipt  al  the  wLldiinesse  ;  7000 

To  fer  were  alle  my  maiisiouns 
Fro  alle  citees  and  goode  tonnes. 
My  paleis  and  myn  hons  make  I 
There  men  may  rennc  in  openly, 
And  sey  that  I  the  world  forsake.        7005 
But  al  amidde  I  bildo  anil  make 
My  lions,  and  swimme  and  pley  therinne 
Bet  than  a  iish  doth  with  his  finne. 

'  Of  Antecristes  men  am  I, 
Of  whiclic  that  Crist  seith  openly,        7010 
They  have  abit  of  holinesse, 
And  liven  in  such  wikkednesse. 
Outward,  lambren  semen  we, 
Fulle  of  goodnesse  and  of  pitee, 
And  inward  we,  witbouten  fable,         7015 
Ben  gredy  wolves  ravisable. 
We  enviroune  bothe  londe  and  see  ; 
With  al  the  world  f  werreyen  we  ; 
We  wol  ordeyne  of  .alle  thing. 
Of  folkes  good,  and  her  living.  70^0 

'  If  ther  be  castel  or  citee 
Wherin  that  any  bougerons  be, 
Although  that  they  of  Milayne  were, 
For  ther-of  ben  they  blamed  there  : 
Or  if  a  wight,  out  of  mesure,  7025 

Wolde  lene  his  gold,  and  take  usure, 
For  that  he  is  so  coveitous  : 
Or  if  he  be  to  leccherons. 
Or  fthefc,  or  hannte  simonye  ; 
Or  provost,  ful  of  trecherye,  70.^0 

Or  iirclafc,  living  jolily, 
Or  prest  that  halt  his  quene  liini  by  ; 
Or  olde  hores  hostilers, 
Or  other  bawdes  or  bordillers, 
Or  dies  blamed  of  any  vyce,  70*5 

Of  wbiclie  men  shulden  doon  justyee : 
By  alle  the  .scyntes  that  we  pray, 
But  thej'  defendo  -j-hcm  with  lamprey, 
With  luce,  with  eles,  with  samonns. 
With  tendre  gees,  and  with  caponns,  7040 
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With  tartes,  or  with  -j-cheses  fat, 
With  doynto  flawiies,  brode  and  flat, 
Witli  oalewcys,  or  with  piillaille, 
AVith  coninges,  or  with  fyn  vitaille, 
That  we,  nnder  our  clothes  wyde,        7045 
Maken  thurgh  our  golet  glyde  : 
Or  hut  he  wol  do  conic  in  haste 
Eoo-\-cnisoun,  [y]-hake  in  paste  : 
Whether  so  that  he  loure  oi'^roine, 
He  shal  have  of  a  corde  a  loigne,         7050 
With  whiche  men  shal  him  binde  and 

lede, 
To  brcnne  him  for  his  sinful  dede, 
That  men  shitUc  hero  him  crye  and  rore 
A  myle-wey  aboute,  and  more. 
Or  elles  he  shal  in  prisoun  dye,  7055 

But -if  ho  wol  [our]  frendship  bye. 
Or  smerten  that  that  he  hath  do, 
More  than  his  gilt  amouuteth  to. 
But,  and  he  couthc  thurgh  his  sleight 
Do  maken  up  a  tour  of  height,  7060 

Nought  roughte  I  whether  of  stone  or  tree, 
Or  erthe.  or  turves  though  it  bo, 
Though  it  were  of  no  vounde  stone 
Wrought  with  squyre  and  scantilone. 
So  that  the  tour  were  stuffed  wel         7065 
With  alle  richesse  temporel  ; 
And  thanne,  that  he  wolde  updresse 
Eugj-ns,  bothe  more  and  lesse, 
To  caste  at  us,  by  every  syde — 
To  bore  his  goode  name  wyde —  7070 

Such  sleightes  [as]  I  shal  yow  nevene, 
Barelles  of  wyne,  by  sixe  or  sevene, 
Or  gold  in  sakkes  gret  plente. 
He  shtilde  sone  delivered  be 
And  if  he  have  noon  sich  pitaunces,    7075 
I^ate  him  study  in  cquipolences, 
And  lete  lyes  and  fallaces, 
If  that  he  wolde  deserve  our  graces  ; 
Or  we  shal  berc  him  such  witnesse 
Of  sinne,  and  of  his  wrecchidnesse,     7080 
And  dcK>n  his  loos  so  wyde  renue, 
That  al  quik  we  shulde  him  brenne, 
Or  ellcs  j'eve  him  suche  penaunce, 
That  is  wel  wors  than  the  pitaunce. 

'  For  thou  shalt  never,  for  no-thing. 
Con  knowen  aright  by  her  clothing     y<.)86 
The  traitours  fuUe  of  trecherj-e, 
But  thou  her  werkes  can  aspye. 
4.nil  no  hadde  the  good  keping  bo 
"Whylom  of  the  tiniversitee,  7090 


That  kepeth  the  key  of  Cristendome, 

fTliey  had  been  turmen ted,  alle  and  some. 

Suche  been  the  stinking  [fals]  prophetis  ; 

Nis  non  of  hem,  tliat  good  prophete  is  ; 

For  they,  thurgh  wikked  cntencioun,  7095 

The  yeer  of  the  incarnacioun 

A  thousand  and  two  hundred  yeer, 

Fyvo  and  fifty,  forther  ne  nor, 

Broughteu  a  book,  with  sory  grace, 

To  yeven  ensample  in  coniune  place,  7100 

That  seide  thus,  though  it  were  fable  : — • 

"  This  is  the  Gospel  Perdurable, 

That  fro  the  Holy  Goost  is  sent." 

Wel  were  it  worth  to  ben  [y]-brent '. 

Entitled  was  in  such  manere  710; 

This  book,  of  which  I  telle  here. 

Ther  nas  no  wight  in  al  Parjs, 

Biforn  Our  Lady,  at  par-\-ys, 

■f-That  [ho]  ne  mighte  bye  the  book, 

fTo  copy,  if  him  talent  took.  71 10 

Ther  might  he  see,  by  greet  tresoun, 

Ful  many  fals  comparisoun  : — 

"  As  moehe  as,  thurgh  his  grete  might, 

Be  it  of  hete,  or  of  light, 

The  sunne  surmounteth  the  mone,       7115 

That  troubler  is,  and  chaungeth  sone, 

And  the  note-kernel  the  shelle — 

(I  scorne  nat  that  I  yow  telle) — 

Eight  so,  withouten  any  gyle, 

Siirmounteth  this  noble  Evangyle        7120 

The  word  of  any  evangelist." 

And  to  her  title  they  token  Christ ; 

And  many  such  comparisoun, 

Of  which  I  make  no  mencioun, 

Might  men  in  that  boke  finde,  7125 

Who-so  coude  of  hem  have  minde. 

'  Th'  universitee,  that  tho  was  aslepe, 
Gan  for  to  braide,  and  taken  kepc  ; 
And  at  the  noys  the  heed  up-caste, 
Ne  never  sithen  slepte  it  faste,  7130 

But  lip  it  sterte.  and  armes  took 
Ayens  tliis  fals  horrible  book, 
Al  redy  batail  for  to  make. 
And  to  the  juge  the  book  to  take. 
But  thoy  that  broughten  the  book  there 
Hente  it  anocm  awey,  for  fere  ;  7136 

Thoy  noUle  shewe  it  more  a  del, 
But  thenne  it  kepte,  and  kepen  wil, 
Til  such  a  tyme  that  they  may  see 
That  ihey  so  stronge  woxen  be,  7'4'> 

Tliat  no  wight  may  hem  wel  withstonde ; 
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For  by  that  book  they  ihirst  not  stonde. 

Away  thoy  gonnc  it  for  to  here, 

For  they  no  dnrsto  not  answcre 

By  cxposicioun  i-no  gloso  7145 

To  that  that  ch^rkes  wolo  apposo 

Ayens  the  cursednesso,  y-wis, 

That  in  that  boke  writen  is. 

Now  Wot  I  not,  ne  I  can  not  see 

What  nianer  cnde  that  there  shal  be  7151) 

Ofal  this  [boke]  that  they  hyde  ; 

But  yit  algate  they  shal  abyde 

Til  that  they  may  it  bet  defende  ; 

Tliis  trowe  I  best,  wol  bo  hir  cnde. 

'  Thus  Antecrist  abydon  wo,  7155 

For  we  ben  i<Ile  of  his  meynee  ; 
And  wliat  man  that  wol  not  be  so. 
Right  sone  he  shal  his  Ij-f  forgo. 
We  wol  a  puplo  "f-on  him  arej'so, 
And  thui"gh  our  gj  lo  doon  him  seise,   7160 
And  him  on  sharpe  spores  ryve,. 
Or  other-wcyes  bringe  him  fro  lyve, 
But-if  that  ho  wol  folowe,  y-wis, 
That  in  our  b<ike  writen  is. 
Thus  moeho  wol  o\ir  book  signifye,      71(15 
Tliat  whj-1  [that]  Peter  hath  maistrye, 
May  never  Johan  sliewe  wel  his  might. 

'  Xow  have  I  yoit  declared  riglit 
The  mening  of  the  bax'k  and  rinde 
That  maketh  tlie  entenciouns  blinde.  7170 
But  now  at  erst  I  wol  biginno 
To  expowne  you  the  pith  withinne  : — 
[f  And  first,  by  Peter,  as  I  wene, 
The  Pope  himself  we  wolden  mene.] 
And  [eek]  the  soculers  comprchemle,   7175 
That  Cristes  lawe  wol  defende. 
And  sliulde  it  kepen  and  mayntenen 
Ayeines  hem  that  al  sustenen. 
Anil  falsly  to  the  puple  teclien. 
fAnd  Johan  bitokeneth  hem  fthat  pre- 
ehen,  7180 

Tliat  ther  nis  lawe  covenable 
Biit  thilke  Gospel  Perdurable, 
Tliat  fro  the  Holy  Gost  was  sent 
To  tume  folk  tliat  been  miswent. 
The  strengthe  of  Johan  they  undirstonde 
The    grace    in    which,    they    seye,   they 
stonde,  7186 

Tliat  doth  the  sinful  folk  converte. 
And  hem  to  Jesus  Crist  reverte. 

'  Ful  many  another  horriblete 
May  men  in  that  boke  see,  7190 
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Tliat  ben  comaunded,  donteles, 

Ayens  the  lawe  of  Rome  cxprcs  ; 

And  .alio  with  Antecrist  they  holden, 

As  men  may  in  the  book  biholdon. 

And  tlian  coniaunden  they  to  slcon     7193 

Alle  tho  that  with  Peter  been  ; 

But  they  shal  nevere  have  tliat  might. 

And,  god  tofom,  for  stryf  to  light, 

Tliat  tlicy  nc  shal  y-nough  [men]  fmdo 

That  Peters  lawe  shal  have  in  minde,  7J00 

And  over  holde,  and  so  majmtene, 

That  at  the  last  it  shal  be  senc. 

That  thoy  slial  alle  come  therto, 

For  onglit  that  they  can  speke  or  do. 

And  thilke  lawe  shal  not  stonde,         720$ 

That  they  by  Johan  have  undirstonde  ; 

But,  mangre  hem,  it  shal  adoun. 

And  boon  brought  to  confusioun. 

But  I  wol  stinto  of  this  matere, 

For  it  is  wonder  long  to  here  ;  7210 

But  liaddo  that  ilke  book  endured, 

Of  better  estate  I  were  ensured  ; 

And  freendes  have  I  yit,  pardee, 

Tliat  han  me  set  in  greet  degree. 

'  Of  al  this  world  is  emperour  7-' 15 

Gyle  my  fader,  the  trechour, 
And  emp[e]rcsse  my  moder  is, 
Maugro  the  Holy  Gost,  y-wis. 
Our  mighty  linage  and  our  route 
Rogncth  in  every  regno  abouto  ;  7J20 

And  wel  is  fworth  we  maistres  be, 
For  al  this  world  governe  we. 
And  can  tho  folk  so  wel  discejn-e. 
That  noon  our  gyle  can  perceyve  ; 
And  though  they   doon,    they   dav    not 

saye ;  7225 

Tlie  sotlie  dar  no  wight  biwreye. 
But  ho  in  Cristis  wTath  him  ledeth. 
That  more  than  Crist  my  bretheren  dre- 

deth. 
He  nis  no  ful  good  championn. 
That  dredeth  such  simihicioun  •-  7230 

Xor  that  for  peyne  wole  refusen 
Us  to  correcten  and  accusen. 
He  wol  not  entremete  by  right, 
Xe  have  god  in  his  eye-sight, 
And  therfore  god  shal  him  pun5-ce  ;     7235 
But  mo  ne  rekketh  of  no  vyce, 
Sithen  men  us  loven  comunablj', 
And  holden  us  for  so  worthy. 
That  we  n»y  folk  repreve  cchoou, 
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And  we  nil  Lave  repref  i>t'  neon.  7J40 

M'liom  shiUdeu  folk  worshipeu  so 
But  lis,  that  stinteu  never  mo 
To  patren  whyl  tliat  folk  ns  see, 
Tbongh  it  not  so  bilii.ide  Leni  be  ? 

'  And  where  is  more  wood  folj'e,       7245 
Thau  to  euhaunce  chivalrye, 
And  lo\e  noble  men  and  gay, 
That  joly  clothes  weren  ulway  ? 
If  the.v  be  sich  folk  as  they  semen, 
So  cleue,  as  men  her  clothes  denien,    7250 
And  that  her  wordes  folowe  her  dede, 
It  is  gret  pite,  out  of  drede, 
For  they  wol  be  noon  ypocrites  ! 
Of  hem,  me  thinketh  [it]  gret  spite  is  ; 
I  can  not  love  hem  on  no  syde.  7255 

But  Beggers  with  these  hodes  wyde, 
"With  sleiglie  and  pale  faces  leue, 
And  greye  clothes  not  ful  elene, 
But  fretted  ful  of  tatarwagges. 
And  highe  shoes,  knoxjped  with  dagges, 
That  frouncen  lyke  a  quaile-pj'pe,        7261 
Or  botes  riveling  as  a  gypo  ; 
To  such  folk  as  I  you  devj'se 
Shulde  princes  and  these  lordes  wyse 
Take  alle  her  londes  and  her  thinges,   7265 
Bothe  werre  and  pees,  in  governinges  ; 
To  such  folk  shulde  a  prince  him  yive, 
That  wolde  his  Ij'f  in  honour  live. 
And  if  they  be  not  as  they  seme, 
That  sei"veu  thus  the  world  to  queme,  7270 
There  wolde  I  dwelle,  to  disceyv-e 
The  folk,  for  they  shal  not  perceyve. 

'  But  I  ne  speke  in  no  such  wyse. 
That  men  shulde  humble  aljit  dispyse, 
So  that  no  pryde  ther-under  be.  7275 

No  man  shulde  hate,  as  thinketh  me, 
The  pore  man  in  sich  clothing. 
But  pod  ue  preiseth  him  no-thing. 
That  seith  he  hath  the  world  forsake, 
And  hath  to  worldly  glorie  him  take,  7280 
And  wol  of  siche  delyces  use  ; 
"Who  may  that  Bogger  wel  excuse  ? 
That  pai)elard,  that  him  yeldeth  so. 
And  wol  to  worldly  ese  go. 
And  seith  that  he  the  world  hath  left, 
And  gredUy  it  grji^eth  eft,  7286 

He  is  the  hound,  shame  is  to  seyn, 
Tliat  to  his  casting  goth  ageyn. 

'  But  unto  you  dar  I  not  lye  : 
But  mighte  I  felen  or  aspye      •  7290 


Tliat  ye  percej^ved  it  no-thing, 
Ye  shulde[n]  have  a  stark  lesing 
Eight  in  your  hond  thus,  to  biginue, 
I  nolde  it  lette  for  no  siunc.' 

The  god  lough  at  the  wonder  the,    7295 
And  every  wight  gan  laughe  also. 
And  seide  : — '  Lo  here  a  man  aright 
For  to  be  trusty  to  every  wight ! ' 

'  Fals  Scmblant,'  qiiod  Love, '  sey  to  me, 
Sith  I  thus  have  avaunced  thee,  7300 

That  in  my  court  is  thy  dwelling, 
And  of  ribaudes  shalt  be  my  king, 
Wolt  thou  wel  holden  my  forwardes  ?  ' 

F.   Sem.     '  Ye,  sir,  from  heunea  fore- 
wardes  ; 
Hadde  never  your  fader  here-biforn    7305 
Servaunt  so  trewe,  sith  he  was  born.' 

Amour.     '  That  is  ayeines  al  nature.' 

F.  Sem.     '  Sir,  put  j'ou  in  that  a  ven- 
ture ; 
For  though  ye  borowes  take  of  nae, 
The  sikerer  shal  ye  never  be  7310 

For  ostages,  ne  sikii-nesse. 
Or  chartres,  for  to  here  "wituesse. 
I  take  j-our-self  to  record  here, 
,  That  men  ne  maj',  in  no  manere, 
Teren  the  wolf  out  of  his  hyde,  7315 

Til  he  be  fflayn,  bak  and  syde,  • 
Though  men  him  bete  and  al  defyle  ; 
What  ?  wene  ye  that  I  wole  bigyle  ? 
For  I  am  clothed  mekely, 
Ther-under  is  al  my  trechery  ;  7320 

M.^-n  herte  chaungeth  never  the  mo 
For  noon  abit,  in  which  I  go. 
Tliough  I  have  chere  of  simplenesse, 
I  am  not  wery  of  shrewednesso. 
My  lemman,  Streyned-Abstinence,       7325 
Hath  mister  of  my  purveavuice  ; 
She  haddo  ful  longc  ago  bo  deed, 
Nere  my  councel  and  my  reed  ; 
Lete  hir  allono,  and  you  and  me.' 

And  Love  answerde,  '  I  trusto  thee  7330 
■Without[c]  borowo,  for  I  wol  noon.' 
And  Fals-Semblant,  the  theef,  anoon, 
Eight  in  that  ilke  same  place, 
That  hadde  of  tresoun  al  his  face         7334. 
Eight  blak  withinno,  and  whyt  withoute, 
Thankoth  him,  gan  on  his  knees  loute. 

Than  was  ther  nought,  but  '  Every  man 
Now  to  aasaut,  that  saUon  can,' 
Quod  Love,  '  and  that  ful  hardily.' 
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Than  armed  they  hern  cormnuuli'        7340 

Olsich  arnnmr  us  to  hem  I'el. 

Whan  thcj-  were  armed,  lers  and  fel, 

They  wente  hem  fortli,  alio  in  a  ronte, 

And  sette  the  castel  al  aboute  ; 

Thej-  wil  nought  avvaj',  Ibr  ]k>  drede,  7345 

Til  it  so  he  that  they  Den  dede, 

Or  tU  they  have  the  castel  take. 

And  foitre  batels  they  gan  make, 

And  parted  hem  in  i'oure  anoon, 

And  toke  her  way,  and  forth  they  goon. 

The  foiire  gates  for  to  asaaile,  7351 

Of  whiche  the  kepers  wol  not  faUe  ; 

For  they  ben  neither  syke  ne  dede, 

But  hardy  folk,  and  stronge  in  dede. 

Xow  wole  I  seyn  the  count enaunce  7355 
Of  Fals-Semblant,  and  Abstinaunce, 
That  ben  to  "\^'ikkid-Tonge  went. 
But  first  they  helde  her  paiiement, 
Whether  it  to  done  were 
To  niaken  hem  bo  knowen  there,         7360 
Or  elles  walken  forth  disgysed. 
But  at  the  laste  thej'  de\-3sed. 
That  they  wold  goon  in  tapinage, 
As  it  were  in  a  pilgrimage, 
Ljk  good  and  holj'  folk  unfeyned         7365 
And  Dame  Abstinence-Strej-ned 
Took  on  a  robe  of  camelyiie. 
And  gan  hir  f  graithe  as  a  BegjTie. 
A  largo  co'Nerchief  of  thrcdo 
She  wrapped  al  aboute  hir  hede,  7370 

But  she  forgat  not  hir  santere  ; 
A  peire  of  bedes  eek  she  here 
Upon  a  lace,  al  of  whyt  threde. 
On  which  that  she  hir  bodes  bede  ; 
But  she  ne  boughte  hem  never  a  del^  7375 
For  they  were  geven  her,  I  wot  wel, 
God  wot,  of  a  ful  holy  frere, 
That  seide  he  was  hir  fader  dere, 
To  whom  she  liadde  ofter  went 
Than  any  frere  of  his  covent.  7380 

Anil  he  \-isyted  hii-  also, 
And  many  a  sermoun  seido  hir  to  ; 
Ho  nokle  lette,  for  man  on  IjTe, 
That  he  ne  wolde  hir  ofte  shryve. 
And  with  so  gret  devocion  7385 

They  made[n]  her  confession. 
That  they  had  ofte,  for  the  nones. 
Two  hedes  in  one  hood  at  ones. 

Of  fair  shape  I  f  devyse  her  thee. 
But  pale  of  face  somtyme  was  she  ;      7390 

D 


That  false  traitouresse  untrewe 

A\'as  lyk  that  salowe  hors  of  hewe, 

That  in  the  Apocalips  is  shewed, 

That  signifycth  ftho  folk  beshrewed, 

That  been  al  ful  of  trecherye,  7395 

And  pale,  thurgh  hyjiocrisye  ; 

For  on  that  hors  no  colour  is, 

But  only  deed  and  pale,  y-wis. 

Of  suche  a  colour  enlaugoured 

Was  Abstinence,  y-wis,  colourcl  ;       7400 

Of  her  estat  she  her  repented. 

As  her  visage  rei^reseuted. 

She  had  a  burdoun  al  of  Thefte, 
That  Gyle  had  yeve  her  of  his  yefte  ; 
And  a  scrippe  of  Fainte  Distresso,       7405 
That  ful  was  of  elengenesse, 
And  forth  she  walked  Bobrelj- : 
And  False-Semblant  saj-nt,  ie  voua  dy, 
'j-Hud,  as  it  were  for  such  mistere, 
Don  on  the  cope  of  a  frere,  7410 

"\^'ith  chere  simple,  and  ful  pitous  ; 
His  looking  was  not  disdeinous, 
Ne  proud,  but  meke  and  ful  pesible. 
About  his  nekko  ho  bar  a  bible. 
And  scxuierly  forth  gan  he  gou  ;  7415 

And,  for  to  reste  his  limmes  upon, 
He  had  of  Treson  a  potente  ; 
As  he  were  feble,  his  way  he  wente. 
But  in  his  sieve  he  gan  to  thringe 
A  rasour  sharp,  and  wcl  bj"tinge,         742c 
That  was  forged  in  a  forge,  * 

Which  that  men  clepen  Coupe-gorge, 

So  longe  forth  hir  way  they  nomeu, 
Til  they  to  Wicked-Touge  comen, 
That  at  his  gate  was  sitting,  74:;5 

And  saw  folk  in  the  way  passing. 
The  pilgrimes  saw  he  fastc  by, 
That  beren  hem  ful  mekely, 
And  fhumblely  they  with  him  mette. 
Dame  Abstinence  first  him  grette,       7430 
And  sith  him  False-Semblant  siilued, 
^'Vnd  he  hem  :  but  he  not  -f-remued, 
For  he  ne  dredde  hem  not  a-del. 
For  when  he  saw  hir  faces  wel, 
Alway  in  herte  him  thuughte  So,  7435 

He  shulde  knowo  hem  botlie  two  ; 
For  wol  he  knew  Dame  Abstinavuice, 
But  he  ne  knew  not  Const reynaunce. 
He  knew  nat  that  she  was  constrajmed, 
Ne  of  her  thoves  lyfe  feyned,  7440 

But  wende  she  com  of  wil  al  free  ; 
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But  she  com  in  another  ilegree  ; 
Auil  if  of  good  wil  she  began, 
That  wil  was  failed  her  [as]  than. 

And  Fals-Sembhmt  liad  he  seyn  als. 
But  he  knew  nat  that  lie  was  fals.       r44*' 
Yet  fals  was  he,  hnt  his  falsnesse 
Ne  coudo  he  not  espye,  nor  gesse  ; 
For  Semblant  was  so  slj-e  wrought, 
That  falsnesse  he  ne  espyed  nought.    7450 
Bitt  haddest  thou  kuowen  him  beforn. 
Thou  woldest  on  a  boke  have  sworn, 
Wlian  thou  him  saugh  in  tliilke  ai"ay 
That  he,  that  whylom  was  so  gay. 
And  of  the  daunce  Joly  Robin,  7455 

Was  tho  become  a  Jacobin. 
But  sothelj',  what  so  men  him  calle, 
Frcre[s]  Prechours  been  good  men  alle  : 
Hir  order  wickedly  they  beren, 
.Suche  minstrelles  if  [that]  they  weren.' 
So  been  Augustins  and  Cordileres,       7461 
And  Carmes,  and  eek  Sakked  Freres, 
And  alle  freres,  shodde  and  bare, 
(^Though    some    of   hem   ben   grete   and 

S(jviare) 
Fwl  holy  men,  as  I  hem  deme  ;  7465 

Everich  of  hem  wolde  good  man  seme. 
But  shalt  thou  never  of  apparence 
Seen  conclude  good  consecxuence 
In  none  argument,  y-wis, 
If  existence  al  failed  is.  7470 

For  men  may  finde  alway  sopliyme 
The  consequence  to  envenyme, 
Who-so  that  -j-hath  the  subteltee 
The  double  sentence  for  to  see. 

Whan  the  pilgrymes  commen  were  7475 
To  Wicked-Tonge,  that  dwelled  there, 
Hir  hameis  nigh  hem  was  algate  ; 
By  Wicked-Tonge  adoun  thoy  sate. 
That  bad  hem  ner  him  for  to  come, 
And  of  tydingcs  telle  him  some,  "480 

And    sayde    hem  : — '  What  cas  maketh 

yow 
To  como  into  this  place  now  ?  ' 
'  Sir,'  seyde  Strained-Abstinaunce, 
'  We,  for  to  drye  our  penaunce. 
With  hertes  pitous  and  devoute,  7485 

Are  commen,  as  pilgrimes  gon  aboute  ; 
Wei  nigh  on  fote  alway  we  go  ; 
Ful  f  flusty  been  our  lieles  two  ; 
And  tlius  bothe  we  ben  sent 
Thurghout  this  world  that  is  miswent, 


To  yeve  ensample,  and  precho  also.     7491 

To  tisshen  sinful  men  we  go, 

For  other  fisshing  ne  fisshe  we. 

And,  sir,  for  that  charitee. 

As  wo  be  wont,  herberwe  we  crave,     7495 

Your  lyt'  to  amende  ;  Crist  it  save  ! 

And,  so  it  shulde  you  nat  displese, 

We  wolden,  if  it  were  your  ese, 

A  short  sermoun  imto  you  seyn. 

And  Wikked-Tonge  answerdo  ageyii, 

•  The  hous,'  quod  he,  '  such  as  ye  see,    7501 

Shal  nat  bo  warned  you  for  me, 

Sey  what  you  list,  and  I  wol  here.' 

'  Graunt  mercy,  swete  sire  dore  ! ' 

Quod  alderfirst  Dame  Abstinence,        7505 

And  thus  began  she  l^ir  sentence  : 

Const.  Abstinence.  '  Sir,  the  first  vertue, 
certcyn, 
The  gretest,  and  most  sovereyn 
That  may  be  founde  in  any  man, 
For  having,  or  for  wit  he  can,  7510 

That  is,  his  tonge  to  refreyne  ; 
Therto  ought  every  wight  him  peyne. 
For  it  is  better  stille  be 
Tlian  for  to  speken  harm,  pardee  ! 
And  he  that  herkeneth  it  gladly,  7515 

He  is  no  good  man,  sikerly. 
And,  sir,  aboven  al  other  sinne. 
In  that  art  thou  most  gilty  inne, 
Thou  spake  a  jape  not  long  ago, 
(And,  sir,  that  was  right  yvel  do)         7520 
Of  a  yong  man  that  here  repaired, 
And  never  yet  this  place  apaired. 
Tliou  seydest  he  aw.aitcd  nothing 
But  to  disceyve  Fair- Welcoming. 
Ye  sej^de  nothing  sooth  of  that ;  7525 

But,  sir,  ye  lye  ;  I  tell  you  plat ; 
He  ne  cometh  no  more,  ne  goth,  pardee  ! 
I  trow  ye  shal  him  never  see. 
Fair- Welcoming  in  prison  is. 
That  ofte  hath  pleyed  with  you,  er  this, 
The  fairest  games  that  he  coude,  7531 

Withoute  filthe,  stille  or  loude  ; 
Now  dar  "t-ho  nat  himself  solace. 
Ye  han  also  tho  man  do  chace. 
That  he  dar  neither  come  ne  go.  7535 

What  meveth  you  to  hate  him  so 
But  properly  j^jur  wikkod  tlif)uglit, 
That  many  a  fals  lesing  hath  tliought '? 
That  mevetli  your  foole  eloqi^ence, 
That  jangleth  ever  in  audience,  7540 
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Ami  on  tlie  folk  areyseth  blame, 

Anil  doth  hcni  dishonour  and  shame, 

For  thing  that  may  have  no  previug, 

But  lyklinesse,  and  contriving. 

For  I  dar  seyn,  that  Euson  demeth,    7545 

It  is  not  al  sooth  thing  that  semeth 

And  it  is  sinne  to  controve 

Thing  that  is  [for]  to  reprove  ; 

This  wot  ye  wel ;  and,  sir,  therefore 

Ye  am  to  blame  [wel]  tlie  more.  7550 

And,  nathelesse,  he  rekketh  lyte  ; 

He  yeveth  nat  now  thereof  a  mj-te  ; 

For  if  he  thoughto  harm,  parfay, 

He  wolde  come  and  gon  al  day  ; 

He  coiide  him-selfe  nat  abstene.  7555 

Kow  Cometh  he  nat,  and  that  is  sene, 

For  he  ne  taketh  of  it  no  cure, 

But-if  it  be  through  aventure, 

And  lasse  than  other  folk,  algate. 

And  thou  here  watchest  at  the  ga'te,   756a 

"With  spere  in  thyne  arest  alway  ; 

There  muse,  miisard,  al  the  day. 

Tlioii  wakest  night  and  day  for  thought  ; 

Y-wis,  thy  traveyl  is  for  nought. 

And  Jelousyc,  withouten  faile,  7565 

Shal  never  quyte  thee  thy  travaile. 

And  scathe  is,  that  Fair-Wolcomiug, 

Without[en]  any  trespassing, 

Shal  wrongfully  in  prison  be, 

Ther  wepeth  and  languissheth  lie.       7570 

And  though  thoii  never  yet,  y-wis, 

Agiltest  man  no  more  but  this, 

(Take  not  a-greef )  it  were  worthy 

To  jnitte  thee  out  of  this  baily, 

And  afterward  in  prison  lye,  7575 

And  fettre  thee  til  that  thou  dye  ; 

For  thou  shalt  for  this  sinne  dwells 

Eight  in  the  devils  ers  of  helle, 

But-if  that  thou  repente  thee.'  7579 

'  Ma  fay,  thou  lyest  falslj- ! '  quod  he. 
'  What  V  welcome  with  mischaunce  now  I 
HaTC  I  therfore  herbered  you 
To  seye  me  shame,  and  eek  reprove  ? 
"With  sory  happe,  to  your  bihove, 
Am  I  to-day  your  herbergere  !  7585 

Go,  herber  you  elleswhere  than  here, 
That  han  a  Ij'er  called  me  ! 
T^vo  tregetoiirs  art  thou  and  he, 
That  in  mya  hous  do  me  this  shame, 
And  for  my  soth-sawe  j'O  me  blame.   7500 
Is  this  the  sermoun  that  ye  make  ? 


To  alle  the  develles  I  me  take, 

Or  elles.  god,  tlion  me  confounde '. 

But  er  men  dideu  this  castcl  founde, 

It  passeth  not  ten  dayes  or  twelve,      7595 

But  it  was  told  right  to  my-selve. 

And  as  they  seide,  right  so  tolde  I, 

He  kiste  the  Eose  privily  ! 

Thus  seide  I  now,  and  have  seid  yore  ; 

I  not  wher  he  dide  any  more.  7600 

"V\'hy  shulde  men  sey  me  such  a  thing, 

If  it  haddo  been  gabbing? 

Eight  so  seide  I,  and  wol  seye  yit ; 

I  trowo,  I  lyed  not  of  it  ; 

And  with  my  hemes  I  wol  blowe         7605 

To  alle  neighboris  a-rowe, 

How  he  hath  bothe  comen  and  gon.' 

Tho  spak  Fals-Semljhint  right  anon, 
'  Al  is  not  gospel,  out  of  doute. 
That  men  seyn  in  the  toune  aboute  ;  7610 
Ley  no  deef  ere  to  my  spoking  ; 
I  swere  yow,  sir,  it  is  gabbing  I 
I  trowe  ye  wot  wol  certejTily, 
That  no  man  loveth  him  tenderly 
That  seith  him  harm,  if  he  wot  it,       7615 
Al  be  he  never  so  pore  of  wit. 
And  sootli  is  also  sikerly, 
(This  knowe  ye,  sir,  as  wel  as  I), 
That  lovers  gladly  wol  visyten 
The  places  ther  hir  loves  habyten.      7620 
This  man  yoxx  loveth  and  eek  honoureth  ; 
This  man  to  ser\-e  you  laboureth  : 
And  clcpeth  you  his  freend  so  derc. 
And  this  man  maketh  you  good  chero. 
And  every-wher  that  [he]  you  meteth. 
He  you  saleweth,  and  he  you  greteth.  7626 
He  preseth  not  so  ofte,  that  ye 
Ought  of  his  come  encombred  be  ; 
Ther  presen  other  folk  on  yow 
Ful  ofter  than  [that]  he  doth  now.      7630 
And  if  his  herte  him  streyned  so 
Unto  the  Eose  for  to  go. 
Ye  shulde  him  seen  so  ofte  node. 
That  ye  shulde  take  him  with  the  dede. 
He  coiide  his  coming  not  forbere,        7635 
Though  ye  him  thrilled  with  a  spere  ; 
It  nere  not  thanue  as  it  is  now. 
But  trusteth  wel,  I  swero  it  yow. 
That  it  is  clone  out  of  his  thought. 
Sir,  certes,  he  ne  thenketh  it  nought  ; 
Xo more  ne  doth  Fair-"Welcoming,     7641 
That  sore  abyeth  al  this  thing. 
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Ami  if  they  vrere  of  oon  nsseut, 

Ful  sone  were  the  Bose  hent  ; 

The  mangre  youres  wolde  be.  7645 

And  sir,  of  o  thiii^  horkeneth  me  : — 

Sitli  ye  this  man,  that  h>vpth  yow, 

Han  seid  snch  harm  and  shame  now, 

Witeth  wel,  if  he  gessed  it, 

Ye  may  wel  demon  in  your  wit,  7650 

He  noldo  no-thing  love  yon  so, 

Xe  callen  yon  his  freend  also, 

But  night  and  day  he  fwolde  wake, 

The  castel  to  destroye  and  take, 

If  it  were  sooth  as  ye  de^'yse  ;  7655 

Or  som  man  in  so>n  maner  wyse 

Might  it  warne  him  everydel, 

Or  by  him-self  perceyA'en  wel  ; 

For  sith  he  might  not  come  and  gon 

As  he  was  whylom  wont  to  don,  7660 

He  might  it  sone  wite  and  see  ; 

But  now  al  other-^vyse  fdoth  he. 

Than  have  fye,  sir,  al-outerly 

Deserved  helle,  and  jolyly 

The  doth  of  helle,  douteles,  7665 

That  thrallen  folk  so  gilteles.' 

Fals-Semblant  proveth  so  this  thing 
That  he  can  noon  answering. 
And  seeth  alwey  such  apparaunce, 
That  nygh  he  fel  in  repentaunce,        7670 
And  seide  him  : — '  Sir,  it  may  wel  be. 


Semblant,  a  good  man  somen  ye  ; 
And,  Abstinence,  ful  wyse  ye  seme  ; 
Of  o  talent  you  bothe  I  deme.  7674 

"Wliat  counceil  wole  ye  to  me  yeven  ?' 
F.  Sem.  'Right  here  anoon  thoii  shalt 
be  shriven. 
And  sey  tliy  sinne  withoute  more  ; 
Of  this  shalt  thou  repente  sore  ; 
For  I  am  preest,  and  have  poustee 
To  shryve  folk  of  naost  dign  itee  7680 

That  been,  as  wydo  as  world  may  dure. 
Of  al  this  world  I  have  the  cure. 
And  that  had  never  yit  persoun, 
No  vicarie  of  no  maner  toun. 
And,  god  wot,  I  have  of  thee  7685 

A  thousand  tymes  more  pitee 
Than  hath  thy  preest  parochial, 
Though  he  thy  freend  be  special. 
I  have  avauntage,  in  o  wyse. 
That  your  prelates  ben  not  so  wyse    7690 
Ne  half  so  lettred  as  am  I. 
I  am  licenced  boldely 
In  divinitee  to  rede. 
And  to  confessen,  out  of  dredo. 
If  ye  wol  yon  now  confesse,  7695 

And  leve  your  sinnes  more  and  lesse, 
Without  abood,  knele  doun  anon. 
And  you  shal  have  absolucion.'  7698 


Explicit. 
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Incixnt  carmen  secundum  ordinem  literarum  Alphabeti, 


Almiohtt  and  al  merciaWo  qnene, 

To  wliom  tliat  al  this  world  fleetli  for 

socour. 
To  liavo  relees  of  sinne,  sorwc  and  tone, 
Glorious  virgine,  of  alle  floiires  flonr, 
To  thee  I  flee,  confounded  in  errour  !      5 
Help  and  releve,  thon  mighty  dcbonaire, 
Have  mercy  on  my  perilous  langoiir  ! 
Venquisshed  m'  liath  my  cruel  adversaire. 

Boiintee  so  fix  hath  in  thj-n  herte  his 

tente, 
That  wel  I  wot  thoii  wolt  my  socour  be,  10 
Thou  canst  not  warne  him  that,   with 

good  entente, 
Axeth  thyn  help.  Thyn  herte  is  ay  so  free. 
Thou  art  largesse  of  pleyn  felicitee. 
Haven  of  refut,  of  quiete  and  of  reste. 
Lo,  how  that  theves  seven  chasen  me  !  15 
Help,  lady  bright,   er  that  my  ship  to- 

breste ! 

Comfort  is  noon,  but  in  yow,  lady  dere  ; 
For  lo,  my  sinno  and  my  confusioun, 
Which  oughten  not  in  thj'  presence  ap- 

pere, 
Han  take  on  me  a  grevous  accioun         -'o 
Of  verrey  right  and  desperacioun  ; 
And,  as  by  right,  they  mighten  wel  sus- 

tene 
That  I  were  worthy  my  dampnacioun, 
Nere  mercy  of  you,  blisful  hevene  quene. 


Doiite  is  ther  noon,  thoii  qiieen  of  miseri- 

corde,  25 

That  thou  n'art  cause  of  grace  and  mercy 

here  ; 
God  vouched  sauf  thurgh  thee  with  us 

t'acorde. 
For  cartes,  Cristes  blisful  moder  doro, 
Were  now  the  bowe  bent  in  swich  nianere, 
As  it  was  first,  of  justice  and  of  j-re,       30 
The  rightful  God  noldc  of  no  mercy  here ; 
But  thurgh  thee  han  we  grace,  as  we 

desyre. 

Ever  hath  myn  hope  of  refut  been  in  thee, 
For  heer-bifom  ful  ofte,  in  many  a  wyse, 
Hast  thou  to  misericorde  receyved  me.  35 
But  mercy,  lady,  at  the  grete  assysc, 
Whan  we  shul  come  bifore  the  hye  jus- 

tyse  ! 
So  litel  fruit  shal  thanne  in  me  be  founde, 
That,    but   thou   er   that   day  me  -f  wel 

chastj-sc, 
Of  verrey  right  my  werk  me  wol  con- 

founde.  40 

Fleeing,  I  flee  for  socour  to  thy  tento 
Me  for  to  hyde  from  tempest  ful  of  drede, 
Biseching  you  that  ye  you  not  absente, 
Though  I  be  wikke.  O  help  yit  at  this  nede! 
Al  have  I  been  a  beste  in.willc  and  dede, 
Yit,  lady,  thou  me  clothe  with  thy  grace. 
Thyn  enemy  and  myn  (lady,  tak  hede)  47 
Un-to  my  deeth  in  poynt  is  me  to  chace. 


So 


ZU  dUtnor  (poeme. 


Glorious  mayile  and  moclcr,  -vvhicli  that 

never 
Were  bitter,  neither  in  ertho  nor  in  see,  50 
But  fill  of  swetnesse  and  of  mercy  ever. 
Help  that  my  fader  be  not  wroth  with  me ! 
Spek  thou,  for  I  ne  dar  not  him  y-see. 
So  have  I  doon  in  erthe,  alias  ther-whylo  ! 
That  certes,  but-if  thou  my  socour  be,  55 
To  stink  eterne  he  wol  my  gost  exylo. 

He  vouched  saiif,  tel  him,  as  was  his  wille, 
Bicome  a  man,  to  have  our  alliaunce. 
And  with  his  precious  blood  he  wroot  the 

billo 
Up-on  the  crois,  as  general  acquitaunce. 
To  every  penitent  in  ful  creaunce  ;         61 
And   therfor,  lady  bright,   thou  for   us 

prayc. 
Than  shalt  thou  bothe  stinte  al  his  gi-CA'- 

aunce, 
And  make  our  foo  to  fallen  of  his  praye 

I  wot  it  wel,  thou  wolt  ben  our  socour,  65 
Thou  art  so  ful  of  bountee,  in  certeyn. 
For,  whan  a  soiile  falleth  in  errour, 
Th.\'  iiitee  goth  and  haloth  him  aj-ej-n. 
Thau   makest   thou    his  pees  with    his 

soverejTi, 
And  bringest   him   out   of   the   crooked 

strete,  70 

A^^lo-so  thee  loveth  he  shal  not  love  in 

veyu, 
That  shal  he  findc,  as  he  the  lyf  shal  lete. 

Kalenderes  enlumined  ben  they 

That  in  this  world  ben  lighted  with  thj' 

name. 
And  who-so  goth  to  you  the  righte  wej',  75 
Him  thar  not  drcde  io  soulo  to  be  lame, 
Xow,  queen  of  comfort,  sith  thou  art  that 

same 
To  whom  I  seche  for  mj-  niedicj-ne, 
Lat  not  my  foo  no  more  my  wounde  en- 
tame, 
MjTi  hele  in-to  thj-n  hand  al  I  resigne.  80 

Lady,  thy  sorwe  can  I  not  portreye 
Under  the  cros,  ne  his  grevous  penaunce. 
But,  for  jour  bothes  peyncs,  I  jou  preyc, 
Lilt  not  our  alder  foo  make  his  bobaunce, 
That  he  hath  in  his  listes  of  mischaunce  85 
Convict  that  ye  bothe  have  bought  so 
dere, 


As  I  seide  eret,  thou  ground  of  our  sub- 

staunco. 
Continue  on  us  thy  pitous  eyeu  clere  ! 

Moises,  that  sai^gh  the  bush  with  flaumes 

rede 
Breuninge,  of  which  ther  never  a  stikko 

brende,  «<> 

Was  signe  of  thyn  tinwemmed  maiden- 

hede. 
Thou  art   the  bush  on  which  ther  gau 

descende 
The  Holy  Gost,  the  which  that  Moises 

wende 
Had  ben  a-fyr  ;  and  this  was  in  figiire. 
Now  lady,  from  the  fjT  thou  us  defendc  95 
"Which  that  in  helle  eternallj-  shal  dure. 

Noble  princesse,  that  never  haddest  pere, 

Certes,  if  any  comfort  in  us  be, 

That  Cometh  of  thee,  thou  Cristes  moder 

dere. 
We  han  non  other  melodye  or  glee      lui^. 
Us  to  rejoyse  in  our  adversitee, 
N'  advocat  noon  that  wol  and  ilar  so  preye 
For  us,  and  that  for  litel  hyre  as  ye, 
That  helpen  for  an  Ave-Marie  or  tweye. 

O  verrej-  light  of  eyen  that  ben  blinde,  105 
O  verrey  lust  of  labour  and  distresse, 
O  tresorere  of  bountee  to  mankinde. 
Thee   whom    God    chees   to   moder    for 

humblesse  ! 
From  his  ancille  he  made  thee  maistresse 
Of  heveue  and  erthe,  our  bille  up  for  to 

bede.  nu 

This  world  awaiteth  ever  on   thy  good- 

n^sse. 
For  thou  ne  failest  never  wight  at  nede. 

Purpos  I  have  sum  tyme  for  t'euqucre. 
Wherfore  and  why  the  Holy  Gost  thee 

sought  e, 
"\Miau  Gabriellesvois  cam  to  thyn  ere.  115 
He   not   to   werre    us    swich   a    wonder 

wroughte, 
But  for  to  save  us  that  he  sithen  boughte. 
Thau  nedeth  us  no  wepeu  lis  for  to  hayo, 
But  only  ther  we  did  not,  as  us  oughte. 
Do  i)euitcuce,  and  mercy  axe  and  have,  i  jo 

Queen  of  comfort,  yit  whan  I  me  bithinU 
Tliat  I  agilt  have  bothe.  him  and  thee. 


II.    Z-^t  tompk^nU  unto  ipitt. 


Si 


And  that  my  soule  is  worthy  for  to  sinkc, 
Alias,  T,  caitif,  whidcr  may  I  flee  ? 
Who  shal  un-to  thy  sone  my  mcno  be?  125 
■\Vlio.  hnt  thy-Sflf,  that  art  of  jiitee  wellcV 
Tiioii  hast  more  iciithc  on  our  adversitee 
Than  iu  this  world  mighte  any  tunge  telle. 

Redresse  me,  moder,  and  me  chastyse, 
For,  certe.ynly,  my  fadres  chastisingo  130 
That  dar  I  nought  abyden  in  no  ^v5-se  : 
So  hidous  is  his  rightiul  rckeninge. 
Mudcr,  of  whom  our  mercy  gan  to  springe, 
Beth  ye  my  juge  and  eek  my  sovdes  lechc  ; 
For  ever  in  you  is  piteo  Laboundinge    135 
To  ech  that  wol  of  pitee  3-on  biseche. 

Soth  is,  that  God  ne  graunteth  no  pitee 
With-oute  thee ;  for  God,  of  his  goodnesse, 
F^>ryi^•eth  noon,  but  it  lyke  un-to  thee. 
He  hath  thee  maked  vicaire  and  mais- 
tresse  140 

Of  al  the  world,  and  eek  govemeresse 
Of  hevene,  and  he  rcpresseth  his  jnstysc 
After  thy  wille,  and  therefore  in  wituesse 
He  hath  thee  croiined  in  so  rj-al  wyse. 

Temple  devout,  ther  god  hath  liis  won- 
ingo,  145 

Fro  which  these  misbilcved  pryved  been, 
Tt)  you  my  soule  penitent  I  bringe. 
Recey\-e  me  !  I  can  no  ferther  fleen  ! 
"With  tbornes  vcuimous,  O  hevene  queen, 
Fi.>r  which  the  erthc  acurscd  was  ful  j-ore, 
I  am  so  wounded,  as  ye  may  wel  seen,  151 
That  I  am  lost  almost ; — it  smert  so  sore. 


Virgine.  that  art  so  noble  of  apparaile. 
And  ledest  us  in-to  the  hye  tour  154 

Explicit  carmen. 


Of  Parad.vs,  thou  mc  wisse  and  cf>unsaile. 
How  I  may  have  thygi-ace  and  thj-socour: 
Al  have  I  Ijeen  in  filthe  and  in  crrour. 
Lady,  un-to  that  court  thou  me  ajourne 
That  ck'ped  is  thy  bench,  O  fresshe  floi\r  I 
Ther-as  that  mercy  ever  shal  sojoume.  i6t) 

Xristus,    thy   sone,    that   in   this   world 

alighte, 
Up-on  the  cros  to  suffre  his  passioun. 
And  -j-eok,  that  Longius  his  herte  jiighte, 
And  made  his  lierte  blood  to  renuoadoim  ; 
And  al  was  this  for  mj-  salvacioun  ;      165 
And  I  to  him  am  fals  and  eek  unkinde, 
And  yit  he  wol  not  my  dampnacioun — 
This  thanke  I  j'ou,  socour  of  al  mankinde. 

Ysaac  was  figure  of  his  deeth,  certeyn, 
That  so  fer-fortli  Lis  fader  woldc  obeye  170 
That  him  ue  roughte  no-thingto  be  slayn : 
Eight  so  thy  sone  list,  as  a  lamb,  to  deye. 
Now  lady,  ful  of  mercy,  I  you  prej'e, 
Sith  he  his  mercy  mcsurcd  so  large. 
Be  ye  not  skaut  :  for  alle  we  singe  and 
seye  175 

That  ye  ben  from  vengeaunce  aj-oiu-  targe. 

Zacharie  you  clepeth  the  ojien  wellc 
To  wasshe  sinful  soule  out  of  his  gilt. 
Therfore  this  lessoun  onghte  I  wel  to  telle 
That,  nerc  thy  tender  herte,   we  weren 

spilt.  iSo 

Now  lady  brightc,  sith  thoii  canst  and  wilt 
Ben  to  the  seed  of  Adam  merciable. 
So  bring  us  to  that  p)alais  that  is  bilt 
To  penitents  that    beu   to  mercy  able. 

Amen.  184 


II.     THE   COMPLEYNTE   UNTO   PITE. 


PiTK,  that  I  have  sought  so  yore  ago, 
With  herte  sore,  and  ful  of  besy  peyne, 
That  in  this  world  was  never  wight  so  wo 
A\'ith-oute  dethe  ;  and,  if  I  shal  not  feyne, 
My  purpos  was,  to  Pite  to  compleyne       5 
Upon  the  crueltee  and  tirannye 
Of  Love,  that  for  my  trouthe  doth  me  dye. 


And  when  that  I,  by  lengthe  of  certeyn 

yeres, 
Had  ever  in  oon  a  tyme  sought  to  spcke, 
To  Pite  ran  I,  al  bosiire^ait  with  teres,  10 
To  preycn  hir  on  Crueltee  m'  awrcke. 
But,  er   I  n\ight  with  any  worde  out- 

breke, 


Z^t  Q)ltnot  (poems. 


Or  tellen  aiiy  of  my  peynes  smerto, 

I  fond  hir  deed,  aud  buried  iii  an  lierte. 

Adoun  I  fel,  -when  that  I  saugli  the  herse, 
Deed  as  a  stoon,  vrhyl  that  the  swogh  me 

laste ;  16 

But  up  I  rocs,  with  colour  ful  diverse, 
.\jid  pitously  on  hir  niyn  yen  caste, 
And  ner  the  corps  I  gan  to  presen  faste, 
And  for  the   soule   I  shoop  me   for  to 

prcye  ;  ^o 

I  -fnas  but  lorn  ;  ther  fnas  no  more  to 

seye. 

Thus  am  I  sla>-n,  sith  that  Pite  is  deed  ; 
Alias  !   that  day  !    that  ever   hit  shulde 

falle! 
What  maner  man  dar  now  holde  up  his 

heed  ? 
To  whom  shal  any  sorwful  hertc  calle  ?  25 
Xow  Crueltee  hath  Ciist  to  sleeu  us  alle, 
In  ydel  hope,  folk  redelees  of  pejTie — 
Sith  she  is  deed — to  whom  shul  we  com- 

pleyne  ? 

But  yet  encreseth  me  this  wonder  newe, 
That  no  -w-ight  woot  that  she  is  deed,  but  I ; 
So  many  men  as  in  hir  tyme  hir  knewe, 
And  yet  she  dyed  not  so  sodeynly  ;         32 
For  I  have  sought  hir  ever  ful  besily 
Sith  first  I  hadde  wit  or  mannes  minde  ; 
But  she  was  deed,  er  that  I  coude  hir 
finde.  35 

Aboute  hii-  herse  ther  stoden  lustily, 
Withouten  any  wo,  as  thoughte  me, 
Bountee  parfit,  wel  armed  and  richelj-. 
And  fresshe  Beautee,  Lust,  and  Jolitee, 
Assured  Manor,  Youthe,  and  Honestee,  40 
Wisdom,  Estaat,   [and^  Dreed,   and  Go- 

vemaunce, 
Confedred  bothe  by  bonde  and  alliaunce. 

A  compleynt  hadde  I,   writen,   in  myn 

houd. 
For  to  have  put  to  Pitc  as  a  bille. 
But  whan  I  al  this  companyo  ther  fond, 
That  rather  woldeu  al  my  cause  spille  46 
Than  do  me  help,  I  held  my  pleynte  stille ; 
For  to  that  folk,  withouten  any  faile, 
Withoute  Pite  may  no  bille  availe. 

Then  leve  I  al  thise  virtues,  sauf  Pite,   50 
Keping  the  corps,as  ye  have  herd  me  seyn. 


Confeiired  alio  by  bonde  of  Crueltee, 
.\aid  been  assente<l  that  I  shal  be  slejm. 
And  I  have  put  my  complej-nt  up  age3^^  ; 
For  to  my  foos  my  bille  I  dar  not  shewe, 
Theffect  of  which  seith  thus,  in  wordes 
fewe  : —  5^ 

The  BilU. 

•[ '  Humblest  of  herte.  hyest  of  reverence, 
Benigne  flour,  corouno  of  vertnes  alle, 
Sheweth  unto  your  rial  excellence 
Your  servaiint,  if  I  durste  me  so  calle,  <J<3 
His  mortal  harm,  in  which  he  is  y-falle, 
And  noght  al  only  for  his  evel  fare. 
But  for  your  renoun,  as  he  shal  declare. 

'  Hit    stondeth    thus  :    your     contrairo, 

Crueltee, 
Allyed  is  ageynst  your  regalye  (iS 

Under  colour  of  womanly  Beautee, 
For    men    [ne]    shuld    not    knowe    hir 

tirannye. 
With  Bomitee,  Gentilesse,  and  Curtesye, 
And  hath  depryved  j'ou  now  of  your  place 
That    hight    "Beautee,    aperteuant    to 

Grace."  7" 

'  For  kindly,  by  yoiir  heritage  right. 
Ye  been  annexed  ever  unto  Bountee  ; 
And  verrayly  j-e  oughte  do  your  might 
To  helpe  Trouthe  in  his  adversitee. 
Ye  been  also  the  coroiine  of  Beautee  ;    75 
And  certes,  if  ye  wanton  in  thisctweyne. 
The  world  is  lore  ;  ther  f  nis  no  more  to 
seyne. 

^  '  Eek  what  availeth   Maner  and  Gen- 

tUesse 
Withoute  you,  benigne  creature  ? 
Shal  Crueltee  be  j-our  governeresse  ?      So 
Alias  !  what  herte  may  hit  longe  endure  ? 
Wlierfor,  but  ye  the  rather  take  euro 
To  broke  that  perilous  alliaunce. 
Ye  sleen  hem  that  ben  in  your  obeisatincc. 

'  And  further  over,  if  ye  suffre  this,        85 

Your  renoun  is  fordo  than  in  a  throwe  ; 

Tlier  shal  no  man  wite  wel  what  Pite  is. 

Alias !  that  your  renoun  shuld  be  so  lowe  I 
1  Ye  be  than  fro  your  heritage  y-throwe 
!  By  Crueltee,  that  occupieth  your  place  ;  90 
j  And  we  despeired,  that  sekon  to  your 
grace 
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'  Have  mercy  on  mc,  tliou  Herenns  qwene, 
That  you  have  soiight  so  tenderly  and 

yoro  ; 
Lot  somstreem  of  your  lijjht  on  inc  be  seno 
That  love  and  drede  j'oii,  ay  longer  the 

more.  95 

For,  sothly  for  to  seyne,  I  here  the  sore, 
And,   though   I  bo  not   cunning   for  to 

pleyne, 
For  goddes  love,  have  mercy  on  my  peyne  ! 

*J  '  My  peyne  is  this,  that  what  so  I  desire 
That  have  I  not,  ne  no-thing  lyk  therto  ; 
And  over  set  Desire  myn  lierte  on  fire  ; 
Eok  on  that  other  sydo,  whcr-so  I  go,   102 
A\liat  maner  thing  tliut  may  encrese  yvo 
That  have  I  redy,  unsoght,  everywhere  ; 
Me  [ne]  lakketh  but  my  deth,  and  than 
my  here.  105 


'  Wliat  nedeth   to  shewe  parcel  of  toy 

pej-ne  ? 
Sith  every  wo  that  herte  may  bethiuke 
T  snfTre,  and  yet  I  dar  not  to  you  pleyne  ; 
For   wel   I   woot,    al-though   I   wake   or 

winke, 
Ye  rekke  not  whether  I  flete  or  sinke.  no 
Dut  natheles,  my  troutho  I  shal  sustene 
Unto  my  deeth,  and   that  shal  wel   be 

sene, 

'  This  is  to  seyne,  I  wol  be  youres  ever  ; 
Though  ye  me  slee  by  Craeltee,  your  fo, 
Algate  my  spirit  slial  never  dissever     115 
Fro  j-our  ser^•yse,  for  any  peyne  or  wo. 
.Sith  j-e  be  deed— alias  !  that  hit  is  so  ! — 
Thus  for  your  deth  I  ma3-  wel  wepe  and 
pleyne-  118 

With  herte  sore  and  ful  of  besy  peyne.' 


Hei'e  endeth  (he  exclaviacion  of  the  Deth  of  Pyte, 
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The  Proem. 

I  u.vvE  gret  wonder,  by  this  liglite, 
How  that  I  Live,  for  day  ne  uighte 
I  may  nat  slepe  wel  nigh  noght ; 
I  have  so  many  an  ydel  thoght 
Purely  for  def'auto  of  slepe. 
That,  by  my  trouthe,  I  take  f  kepe 
Of  no-thing,  how  hit  comcth  or  goth, 
Ne  me  nis  no-thing  leef  nor  loth. 
Al  is  y-liclie  good  to  me  — 
Joj'e  or  sorowe,  wlierso  hit  be — 
For  I  have  feling  in  no-thing. 
But,  as  it  were,  a  mased  thing, 
Alway  in  point  to  falle  a-douu  ; 
For  fsory  imaginacioun 
Is  .alway  hoolly  in  my  niinde. 

And  wel  ye  woot,  agayncs  kinde 
Hit  were  to  liven  in  this  wyse  ; 
For  nature  woldo  nat  suffj'se 
To  noon  erthely  creature 
Not  longe  tyme  to  endure 
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Withoute  slepe,  and  be[en]  in  sorwe  ; 
And  I  ne  may,  ne  night  ne  inorwe, 
Slepe;   and  fthus  melancolye. 
And  dreed  I  have  for  to  dye, 
Defaute  of  slepe,  and  hevinesso 
Hath  slcyn  my  spirit  of  quiknesse, 
That  I  have  lost  al  lustihede. 
Suche  fantasyes  ben  in  mjai  liede 
So  I  not  what  is  best  to  do. 

But  men  mighte  axe  me,  why  so 
I  may  not  slope,  and  what  me  is  ? 
But  natheles,  who  asko  this 
Lcscth  his  asking  trewelj-. 
My-selven  can  not  telle  why 
The  sooth  ;  but  trewely,  as  I  gesse, 
I  holde  hit  be  a  siknesse 
That  I  have  suffred  this  eight  yere, 
And  yet  my  bote  is  never  the  nere  ; 
For  tlier  is  phisicien  but  0011, 
That  may  me  hele  ;  but  that  is  doon. 
Passe  we  over  until  eft  ; 
That  wil  not  be,  moot  nede  be  left ; 
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Oar  first  matere  is  good  to  kepe. 

So  whan  I  saw  I  might  not  slepe, 
Til  now  late,  this  other  night,  45 

I'Xiou  my  bodde  I  sat  upright, 
And  l;>ad  oon  reche  me  a  hook, 
A  roniai^nce,  and  he  hit  me  took 
To  rede  and  drj^-e  the  night  away  ; 
For  me  thoghte  it  better  play  50 

Then  playe[n]  either  at  chesse  or  tables. 

And  in  this  boke  were  writ  en  fables 
That  clcrkes  hadde,  in  olde  tyme, 
And  other  poets,  pi\t  in  ryme 
To  rede,  and  for  to  be  in  minde  55 

Wliyl  men  loved  the  lawe  of  kinde. 
This  book  ne  spak  but  of  such  thinges, 
Of  quenes  Ij^'es,  and  of  kinges, 
And  many  othere  thinges  smale. 
Amonge  al  this  I  fond  a  tale  60 

That  me  thoughte  a  wonder  thing. 

This  was  the  tale  :  Ther  was  a  king 
That  highte  Seys,  and  hadde  a  vryf. 
The  beste  that  mighte  here  lyf ; 
And  this  quene  highte  Alcyone.  6; 

So  hit  befel,  therafter  sone. 
This  king  wolde  wenden  over  see. 
To  tellen  shortly,  whan  that  he 
Was  in  the  see,  thus  in  this  Avyse, 
Soche  a  tempest  gan  to  ryse  70 

That  brak  hir  mast,  and  made  it  falle, 
And  clefte  hir  ship,  and  dreinte  hem  alle. 
That  never  was  founden,  as  it  telles, 
Bord  ne  man,  ne  nothing  elles. 
Eight  thus  this  king  Seys  loste  his  lyf,  75 

Xow  -j-for  to  spelien  of  his  wj-f  : — 
This  lady,  that  was  left  at  home. 
Hath  wonder,  that  the  king  no  come 
Hoom,  for  hit  was  a  longe  terme. 
Anon  her  herte  +gan  to  ermc  ;  80 

And  for  that  hir  thoughte  evormo 
Hit  was  not  wel  -fhe  dwelte  so. 
She  longed  so  after  the  king 
That  certes,  hit  were  a  i)itous  thing 
To  telle  hir  hertely  sorwful  lyf  85 

That  fhadde,  alas  !  this  noble  W5'f ; 
For  hitn  she  loved  alderbest. 
Anon  she  sente  bothe  eest  and  west 
To  soke  him,  but  they  foundo  nought. 

'  Ahis! '  quoth  she,  'that  I  was  wrought ! 
And  -whor  my  lord,  my  love,  be  deed  ?   91 
Certes,  I  nil  never  eto  breed, 
I  make  a-vowe  to  my  god  here, 


But  I  mowe  of  iny  lorde  hero  I ' 

Such  sorwe  this  lady  to  her  took  95 

That  trewelj'  I,  which  made  this  book, 

Had  swich  pite  and  swich  rowthe 

To  rede  hir  sorwe,  that,  by  my  trowthe, 

I  ferde  the  worse  al  the  niorwe 

After,  to  thenken  on  her  sorwe.  :oo 

So  whan  f  she  conde  here  no  word 
That  no  man  niighto  finde  hir  lord, 
Fill  oft  she  swoimcd,  and  seide  '  alas  ! ' 
For  sorwe  ful  nigh  wood  she  was, 
Xe  she  coude  no  reed  but  oon  ;  105 

But  doun  on  luiees  she  sat  anoon. 
And  f  weep,  that  pite  was  to  here. 

'  A  !  mercy  !  swete  lady  dore  ! ' 
Quod  she  to  Juno,  hir  goddesse  ; 
'  Help  me  out  of  this  distresse,  no 

And  j-eve  me  grace  my  lord  to  see 
Sone,  or  wite  wher-so  he  be. 
Or  how  he  faretli,  or  in  what  wyse, 
And  I  shal  make  you  sacrifj-se. 
And  hoolly  j-oures  become  I  shal  1 15 

With  good  wilj  body,  herte,  and  al ; 
And  but  thou  wilt  this,  lady  swete, 
Send  me  grace  to  slepe,  and  meto 
In  my  slepe  som  certej-n  sweven, 
Wher-through  that  I  may  knowen  even 
Whether  my  lord  be  qnik  or  deed.'        ui 
With  that  word  she  heng  doun  the  hecil. 
And  fil  a-swown  as  cold  as  ston  ; 
Hir  women  caughte  her  up  anon, 
And  broghten  hir  in  bed  al  naked,        125 
And  she,  forweped  and  forwakcd, 
"\^"as  wcry,  and  thus  the  dede  sleep 
Fil  on  her,  or  she  toko  keep. 
Through  Juno,  that  had  licrd  hir  bone, 
That  made  hir  [for]  to  slepe  sone  ;         130 
For  as  she  prayde,  f  so  was  don, 
In  dede  ;  for  Juno,  right  anon. 
Called  thus  her  messagere 
To  do  her  erande,  and  he  com  nere. 
Whan  he  was  come,  she  bad  him  thus  :  135 
'  Go  bet,'  quod  Juno,  '  to  Morpheus, 
Thou  kuowest  him  wel,  the  god  of  sleep  ; 
Now  understond  wel,  and  tak  Iceep. 
Sey  thus  on  my  halfe,  that  he 
Go  fasto  into  the  grete  see,  140 

And  bid  him  that,  on  alio  thing. 
He  take  up  Seys  bod.y  the  king. 
That  Ij-th  ful  pale  and  no-thin^  rody. 
Bid  him  crepe  into  the  body, 
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.  Anil  do  it  goon  to  Alcyone  145 

The  qnenc,  ther  she  Ij'th  alone, 
And  shewe  hif  shortly,  hit  is  no  nay, 
How  hit  was  dr<>ynt  this  other  day  ; 
And  do  the  hody  speko  fso 
Eight  as  hit  was  wont  to  do,  150 

The  whj-les  that  hit  was  on  lyvo. 
Go  now  faste,  and  hy  thee  hlj-^e  ! ' 

This  mcssager  took  leve  and  wonte 
Upon  his  wey,  and  never  ne  stente 
Til  ho  com  to  the  derko  valcye  155 

That  stant  bytwcne  roehes  tweye, 
Ther  never  yet  grew  com  ne  grns, 
Ne  tree,  ne  f  nothing  that  ought  was, 
Beste,  ne  man,  no  ^nothing  elles. 
Save  thcr  were  a  fewc  welles  i6<> 

Came  renning  fro  the  clifFes  adoun. 
That  made  a  deedly  sloping  soun, 
And  ronnen  doiin  right  hy  a  cave 
That  was  under  a  rokke  y-grave 
Amid  the  valey,  wonder  depe.  165 

Ther  thise  goddes  laye  and  slepe, 
Morpheus,  and  Eclympasteyre, 
That  was  the  god  of  slepes  heyre, 
That  slepe  and  did  non  other  werk.    - 

This  cave  was  also  as  derk  170 

As  helle  pit  o%'er-al  aboute  ; 
They  had  good  lej'ser  for  to  route 
To  en\'ye,  who  might  slope  beste  ; 
Some  henge  hir  chin  iijion  hir  breste 
And  f  slepe  upright,  hir  heed  y-hed,     175 
And  some  lay[e]  naked  in  hir  bed. 
And  slepe  whyles  the  dayes  laste. 

This  messager  com  flj'ing  faste. 
And  crj-ed,  '  O  ho  !  awak  anon  ! '  179 

Hit  was  for  noglit ;  ther  herde  him  non. 
'  Awak  ! '  quod  he,  '  who  is,  lyth  there  ? ' 
And  blew  his  horn  right  in  hir  ere. 
And  cryed  '  awaketh  ! '  wonder  hye. 
This  god  of  slepe,  with  his  oon  j-e 
Cast  up,  faxed,  '  who  clepeth  there  ? '  185 
'  Hit  am  I,'  quod  this  messagere  ; 
'  Juno  bad  thou  shuldest  goon  ' — 
And  tolde  him  what  he  shulde  doon 
As  I  have  told  yow  here-tofore  ; 
Hit  is  no  need  reherse  hit  more  ;  190 

And  wentc  his  wey,  whan  he  had  sayd. 

Anon  this  god  of  slope  a-brayd 
Out  of  his  slepe,  and  gan  to  goon, 
And  did  as  he  had  bede  him  doon  ; 
Took  xip  the  dreynte  body  sone,  105 


And  bar  hit  forth  to  Alcyone, 

His  wyf  the  queue,  thcr-as  she  lay. 

Right  even  a  quarter  before  day. 

And  stood  right  at  hir  bedcles  I'cte, 

And  called  hir,  right  as  she  hete,  200 

By  name,  and  sej'de,  '  my  swoto  wyf, 

Awak  !  let  bo  your  sorwful  lyf ! 

For  in  your  sorwe  ther  lyth  no  reed  ; 

For  certes,  swete,  I  fnam  but  deed  ; 

Ye  shul  me  never  on  ly\-e  y-see.  205 

But  good  swete  herte,  [look]  that  ye 

Bury  my  body,  fat  whiche  a  tyde 

Ye  mowo  hit  fiude  the  see  besyde  ; 

And  far-wel,  swete,  my  worldes  blisse  ! 

I  praye  god  your  sorwe  lissc  ;  jiu 

To  lit  el  wliyl  our  blisso  lasteth  ! ' 

With  that  hir  eyen  up  she  castetli, 
And  saw  noght ;    '  f  A  ! '    quod   she,  •  for 

sorwe  ! ' 
And  deyed  within  the  thridde  morwe. 
But  what  she  sa3-de  more  in  that  swow 
I  may  not  telle  yow  as  now,  216 

Hit  were  to  longe  for  to  dwelle  ; 
My  iirst  matere  I  wil  yow  telle, 
"Wlierfor  I  have  told  this  thing 
Of  Alcione  and  Seys  the  king.  220 

For  thus  moche  dar  I  say[e]  wel, 
I  had  be  dolven  everydel. 
And  deed,  right  through  defatite  of  sleep, 
If  I  nad  red  and  take[u]  keep 
Of  this  tale  next  before  :  jj5 

And  I  wol  telle  yow  wherfore  ; 
For  I  ne  might,  for  bote  ne  bale, 
Slepe,  or  I  had  red  this  tale 
Of  this  dreynte  Seys  the  king. 
And  of  the  goddes  of  sleping.  j 30 

Whan  I  had  red  this  tale  wel. 
And  over-loked  hit  everydel. 
Mo  thoughte  wonder  if  hit  were  so  ; 
For  I  had  never  herd  spoke,  or  tho, 
Of  no  goddes  that  coude  make  235 

Men  [for]  to  slope,  ne  for  to  wake  ; 
For  I  ne  knew  never  god  but  oon. 
And  in  my  ^anie  I  saydo  anoon — 
And  yet  mo  list  right  evel  to  pleye — 
'  Rather  then  that  I  shitlde  deye  240 

Through  defaute  of  sleping  thus, 
I  wolde  yive  thilke  Morpheus, 
Or  his  goddesse,  dame  Juno, 
Or  som  wight  elles,  I  ne  roghte  who — 
To  make  me  slepe  and  have  som  reste — 
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I  wil  yive  liim  the  alder-beste  246 

Yil't  that  t'ver  he  abood  his  lyve, 

And  here  on  warde,  right  now,  as  blyve  ; 

If  he  wol  make  me  slepe  a  lyte, 

Of  downe  of  pure  dowres  Ayhj-te  250 

I  wil  yive  him  a  fether-bed, 

Eaj-ed  with  gt)Ule,  and  right  wel  cled 

In  fjTi  bhik  satin  doutremere, 

And  many  a  pilow,  and  every  here 

Of  clothe  of  Keynes,  to  slepe  softe  ;       255 

Him  thar  not  uede  to  turnen  ofte. 

And  I  wol  j-ive  him  al  that  falles 

To  a  chambre  ;  and  al  his  halles 

I  wol  do  peynte  with  pure  golde, 

Aiid  tapito  hem  ful  many  folde  260 

Of  00  sute  ;  this  shal  he  have, 

If  I  wiste  wher  were  his  cave, 

If  he  can  make  me  slepe  sone. 

As  did  the  goddesse  f  Alcionc. 

And  thus  this  ilke  god,  Morpheus,        265 

May  wiime  of  me  mo  fees  thus 

Than  ever  lie  wan  ;  and  to  Juno, 

That  is  his  goddesse,  I  shal  so  do, 

I  trow  that  she  shal  holde  her  payd.' 

I  hudile  \inncth  that  word  y-sayd      270 
Eight  thiis  as  I  have  told  hit  yow, 
That  sodeynly,  I  niste  how, 
Swich  a  lust  anoon  me  took 
To  slepe,  that  right  upon  my  book 
I  fil  aslepc,  and  therwith  even  275 

Me  mette  so  inly  swete  a  sweven. 
So  wonderful,  that  never  yit 
I  trowe  no  man  hadde  the  wit 
To  conne  wel  my  sweven  rede  ; 
Ko,  not  Joseph ,  withoute  drede,  280 

Of  Egipte,  he  that  redde  so 
The  kinges  meting  Pharao, 
No  more  than  coude  the  leste  of  us  ; 
Ne  nat  scarsly  Macrobeus, 
(He  that  wroot  al  th'avisiouu  285 

That  he  niette,  king  Scipioun, 
The  noble  man,  the  Affrican — 
Swiehe  mervaylos  fortuned  than) 
I  trowe,  a-redc  my  dremcs  even. 
Lo,  thus  hit  was,  this  was  my  sweven.  aptj 

nie  Dream. 

Me  thoughte  thus  : — that  hit  was  May, 

And  in  the  dawning  thor  1  laj-. 

Mo  mette  thus,  in  my  bed  al  naked  •• — 


f  I  loked  forth,  for  I  was  waked 
With  smale  foulcs  a  gret  hepe,  295 

That  had  affras'cd  me  out  of  f  slepe 
Through  noyse  and  swetnosse  of  hir  song  ; 
And,  as  mo  mette,  they  sate  among, 
Upon  my  chambre-roof  withoute, 
Upon  the  tylcs,  fal  a-boute,  31x1 

And  songeu,  everich  in  his  %vyse, 
The  moste  solempno  servyse 
By  note,  that  ever  man,  I  trowe, 
Had  herd  ;  for  s<)ni  of  hem  song  lowe, 
Som  hye,  and  al  of  oon  acorde.  305 

To  telle  shortly,  at  00  worde, 
Was  never  y-herd  so  swete  a  steven, 
But  hit  had  be  a  thing  of  heven  ; — 
So  mery  a  soun,  so  swete  entunes. 
That  certes,  for  the  touno  of  Townes,  310 
I  nolde  but  I  had  herd  hem  singe  ; 
For  al  my  chambre  gau  to  ringe 
Through  singing  of  hir  armouye. 
For  instrument  nor  melodj'e 
Was  no  wher  herd  yet  half  so  swete,      315 
Nor  of  acorde  half  so  mete  ; 
For  ther  was  noon  of  hem  that  feyned 
To  singe,  for  ech  of  hem  him  pejTied 
To  fiude  out  mery  crafty  notes  ; 
They  no  spared  not  hir  throtes.  320 

And,  sooth  to  sejoi,  my  chambre  was 
Ful  wel  depeynted,  and  with  glas 
^Vere  al  the  windowes  wel  y-glased, 
Ful  clere,  and  nat  an  hole  y-crased, 
That  to  beholde  hit  was  gret  joye.         325 
For  hoolly  al  the  storie  of  Troye 
Was  in  the  glasing  j^-w^-oght  thus, 
Of  Ector  and  fking  Priamus, 
Of  Achilles  and  -jLamedon, 
Of  -j-Medea  and  of  Jason,  330 

Of  Paris,  ElejTie,  and  Lavyne. 
And  falle  the  wallcs  with  colours  fyne 
Were  pcynted,  botho  text  and  glose, 
("Of  al  the  llomaunce  of  the  liose. 
My  windowes  weren  shet  eehon,  235 

And  through  the  glas  the  sunne  shou 
I'pon  my  bed  with  brightc  hemes, 
A\'ith  many  glade  gilden  stremes  ; 
And  eek  the  wclken  was  so  fau'. 
Blow,  bright,  clere  was  the  air,  340 

And  ful  atempre,  for  sothe,  hit  was  ; 
For  nother  -|-cold  nor  hoot  hit  nas, 
Ne  in  al  the  wolken  was  a  cloude. 
And  as  I  lay  thus,  wonder  loude 
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'         Mo  tlmnglite  I  herdo  nu  liiinto  blow©   345 
*         T' assiiyo  liis  lioni,  and  lur  to  kiiowe 

AVlu'ther  hit  were  clere  or  liors  of  soone. 

+1  liordo  goiuge,  xip  and  doiine, 
Men,  liors,  liouniles,  and  other  thing  ; 
And  al  men  spekon  of  hunting,  350 

Hew   they    wokle     slee    the    hert    with 

strengtho, 
And  how  the  hert  had,  vipoii  lengthe, 
So  moche  cmbosed,  I  not  now  what. 
Anon-light,  wlian  1  herde  that, 
How  that  tliey  wolde  ou  lumtitig  goon, 
I  was  right  glad,  and  up  anoon  ;  356 

[I]  took  my  hors,  and  forth  I  wente 
Out  of  my  chambre  ;  I  never  stento 
Til  I  com  to  the  feld  withoute. 
Ther  overtook  I  a  gret  roiite  360 

Of  hiintes  and  eek  of  foresteres. 
^\'ith  many  relayes  and  lymeres, 
And  hyed  hem  to  the  forest  faste, 
And  I  with  hem  ; — so  at  the  lasto 
I  asked  oon,  ladde  a  lymero  : —  365 

'  Say,  felow,  who  shal  hunte[n]  here  ? ' 
Quod  I ;  and  he  answerde  ageyn, 
'  Sii-,  thVmperonr  Octovien,' 
Quod  he,  '  and  is  heer  faste  by.' 
'  A  goddes  halfe,  in  good  tyme,'  quod  I, 
'  Go  we  faste  ! '  and  gan  to  ryde.  371 

"Wlian  we  came  to  the  forest -syde, 
E^•c■^y  man  dide,  right  auoon, 
As  to  hunting  fil  to  doon. 
The  mayster-huute  anoon,  fot-hoot,      375 
With  a  gret  home  blew  three  moot 
At  the  uncoupling  of  his  honndes. 
Within  a  whjd  the  hert  [y]-founde  is, 
Y-halowed,  and  rechased  faste 
Lc>nge  tyme  ;  and  fat  the  laste,  380 

This  hert  rused  and  stal  awaj^ 
Fro  alle  the  houudes  a  pre\y  way. 
The  honndes  had  overshot  e  hem  alle, 
And  were  on  a  defaxite  y-falle  ; 
Therwith  the  hnute  wonder  faste  3S5 

Blew  a  forloyu  at  the  laste. 

I  was  go  walked  Iro  mj-  tree, 
And  as  I  wente,  ther  cam  by  me 
A  whelp,  that  fanned  me  as  I  stood, 
That  hadde  y-folowed,  and  coude  no  good. 
Hit  com  and  creep  to  me  as  lowe,  301 

Eight  as  hit  hadde  me  j-knowe, 
Hild  doiin  his  heed  and  jojTied  his  eres. 
And  leyde  al  smothe  doun  his  heres. 


I  wolde  han  caught  hit,  and  anoon       395 

Hit  fledde,  and  was  fro  me  goon  ; 

And  I  him  folwed,  and  hit  forth  wente 

Doun  hy  a  floury  grene  wente 

Ful  thikke  of  gras,  ful  softe  find  swete. 

With  floiires  fcle,  faire  under  fete,       401; 

And  litel  used,  hit  seemed  thus  j 

For  botho  Flora  and  Zephirus, 

They  two  that  make  floures  growe. 

Had  mad  hir  dwelling  ther,  I  trowe  ; 

For  hit  was,  on  to  beholde,  405 

As  thogh  the  erthe  en%-ye  wolde 

To  be  gayer  than  the  heven. 

To  lla^•e  mo  floiires,  swiche  seven 

As  in  the  welken  sterrcs  be. 

Hit  had  forgete  the  povertee  410 

That  winter,  through  his  colde  morwes, 

Had  mad  hit  suflfre[»],  and  his  sorwes  ; 

Al  was  forgeten,  and  tliat  was  seue. 

For  al  the  v.ode  was  waxen  grene, 

Swetnesse  of  dewe  had  mad  it  waxe.     415 

Hit  is  no  need  eek  for  to  axe 
Wher  ther  were  many  grene  greves, 
Or  thikke  of  trees,  so  ful  of  Icves  ; 
And  every  tree  stood  by  him-selve 
Fro  other  wel  ten  foot  or  twelve.  4:50 

So  grete  trees,  so  huge  of  strengthe, 
Of  fourty  or  fifty  fadme  lengthe, 
Clene  withoute  bough  or  stikke. 
With  croppes  brode,  and  eek  as'  thikke — 
They  were  nat  an  inche  a-sonder —      4^5 
That  hit  was  shadwc  over-al  under  ; 
And  many  an  hert  and  many  an  hiude 
Was  both  before  me  and  bihinde. 
Of  founes,  soures,  bukkes,  does 
Was  ful  the  wode,  and  many  roes,        430 
And  man  J-  squirelles,  that  sete 
Ful  hye  upon  the  trees,  and  ete, 
And  in  hir  mancr  made  fcstes. 
Shortly,  hit  was  so  ful  of  bestes. 
That  thogh  Ai-gus,  the  noble  covmtour, 
Sete  to  rekene  in  his  countour,  436 

And  rekene[d]  with  his  figures  ten — 
For  by  tho  figures  mowe  al  ken, 
If  they  be  crafty,  rekene  and  noumbre, 
And  telle  of  every  thing  the  noumbre — 
Yet  shuldo  he  fayle  to  rekene  oven       441 
The  wontLres,  me  mettc  in  my  sweven. 

But  fortl^  they  romed  fwonder  faste 
Doun  the  wode  ;  so  at  tho  laste 
I  was  war  of  a  man  h\  blak,  445 
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That  sat  and  li'ad  y-turnetl  his  bak 

To  an  oke,  an  hiigo.  tree. 

'  Lord,'  thoghto  T,  '  who  may  that  be  ? 

What  ayletli  him  to  sitten  here  ? ' 

Anoon-right  I  -wcnto  nerc  ;  450 

Than  fond  I  sitte  oven  npright 

A  wonder  wel-faringo  knight — 

By  the  manor  me  thonghte  so — 

Of  good  mochcl,  and  ty^nS  therto, 

Of  the  age  of  fonr  and  twenty  yeer.      455 

Upon  his  berdo  but  litel  heer, 

And  he  was  clothed  al  in  blakko. 

T  stalked  even  unto  his  bakkc, 

And  ther  I  stood  as  stille  as  oiight, 

That,  sooth  to  saye,  he  saw  mo  nought, 

For-why  he  heng  his  heed  adonne.        461 

And  with  a  deedly  sorwful  soune 

He  made  of  rymo  teft  vers  or  twelve, 

Of  a  complejnit  to  liim-selve, 

The  moste  pite,  the  moste  rowthe,        465 

That  ever  I  herde  ;  for,  by  my  trowthe. 

Hit  was  gret  wonder  that  nature 

Might  sufFre[n]  any  creature 

To  have  swich  sorwe,  and  be  not  deed. 

Ful  pitous,  pale,  and  nothing  reed,       470 

He  sayde  a  lay,  a  maner  song, 

Withoute  note,  withoiite  song. 

And  hit  was  this  ;  for  -f-wel  I  can 

Eeherse  hit ;  right  thus  hit  began. — 

*f'  I  have  of  sorwe  so  gret  woon,  475 

That  joye  gete  I  never  noon, 

Xow  that  I  see  my  lady  bright, 

Wliich  I  have  loved  with  al  my  might. 
Is  fro  me  deed,  and  is  a-goon.-f-  479 

•I'Allas,  [o]  deeth!  what  ayletli  thee,    481 
That  thou  noldest  have  taken  me, 

Wlian  that  thou  toke  my  lady  swete  ? 
That  was  so  fayr,  so  fresh,  so  free. 
So  good ,  that  men  may  wol  [y]-seo         485 

Of  al  goodnesse  she  had  no  mete  ! ' — 
Whan  he  had  mad  thus  his  complaynte, 
His  sorowful  hcrte  gan  faste  faynte. 
And  his  spirites  wexen  dedc  ; 
Tlie  blood  was  flod,  for  ^lure  dredo,       490 
Doun  to  his  hertc,  to  make  him  warm — 
For  wel  hit  feled  the  herte  had  harm — 
To  wite  eek  why  hit  was  a-drad 
By  kindo,  and  for  to  make  hit  glad  ; 
For  hit  is  membre  principal  495 

Of  the  body  ;  and  tliat  made  al 
His  hewe  chaunge  and  wexe  grono 


And  pale,  for  f  no  blood  was  sene 
In  no  maner  lime  of  his. 

Anoon  therwith  whan  I  saw  this,     51x1 
He  ferde  thus  evel  ther  ho  sete, 
I  wento  and  stood  right  at  his  fete. 
And  grottii  liim,  but  he  spak  noglit, 
But  argued  with  his  owne  thoght. 
And  in  his  witte  disputed  faste  505 

Wliy  and  how  his  lyf  might  laste  ; 
Hini  thonghte  his  sorwes  were  so  smerte 
And  lay  so  colde  npon  his  herte  ; 
So,  through  his  sorwe  and  hevy  thoght. 
Made  him  that  he  ne  herde  me  noght ; 
For  he  bad  wel  nigh  lost  his  minde,      51 1 
Thogli  Pan,  that  men  clepe  god  of  kiude. 
Were  for  his  sorwes  never  so  wi-ootli. 

But  at  the  laste,  to  sayn  right  sooth, 
He  was  war  of  me,  how  I  stood  515 

Befoi-e  him,  and  dido  of  myn  hood. 
And  fgrette  him,  as  I  best  coude. 
Debonairly,  and  no-thing  loude. 
He  sayde,  '  I  prey  thee,  be  not  wrooth, 
I  herde  thee  not,  to  sayn  the  sooth,       520 
Ne  1  saw  thee  not,  sir,  trowely.' 

'  A  !  goode  sir,  no  fors,'  quod  I, 
'  I  am  right  sory  if  I  have  ought 
Destroubled  yow  oiit  of  your  thought ; 
For-j'ive  me  if  I  have  mis-take.'  525 

'  Yis,  th'  amendcs  is  light  to  make,' 
Quod  he,  '  for  ther  lytli  noon  ther-to  ; 
Ther  is  no-thing  missayd  nor  do.' 

Lo  !  how  goodly  spak  this  knight. 
As  it  had  been  another  wight ;  550 

He  made  it  nouther  tough  ne  queynte. 
And  I  saw  that,  and  gan  mc  aqueynte 
With  him,  and  fond  liim  so  tretablo, 
Right  wonder  skilful  and  resonable, 
As  me  tlioghte,  for  al  his  bale.  5,55 

Anoon-right  I  gan  finde  a  tale 
To  him,  to  loko  wher  I  might  oiaghfc 
Have  more  knowing  of  his  thought. 

'  .Sir,'  quod  I,  '  this  game  is  doon  ; 
I  holdo  that  this  hert  be  goon  ;  540 

Tliise  huntes  conne  him  nowher  see.' 

'  I  do  no  fors  therof,'  qi\od  he, 
'  My  thought  is  ther-on  never  a  del.' 

'  By  oiar  lord,'  quf)d  I,  '  I  trow  yow  wel. 
Right  so  mo  thinkotli  by  your  ohere.    545 
But,  sir,  00  thing  wol  ye  here? 
Me  thinketh,  in  gret  sorwe  I  yow  sco 
But  certes,  [good]  sir,  yif  that  yo 
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Wolde  ought  discure  me  your  wo, 

I  wolde,  as  wis  god  belpc  inc  so,  550 

Amende  hit,  yif  I  can  or  may  ; 

Ye  mowe  preve  hit  liy  assa>-. 

For,  bv  my  troiitlie,  to  make  .vow  hool, 

I  wol  do  al  my  power  hool ; 

And  telleth  me  of  your  sorwes  smertc, 

Parnventiiro  hit  may  ose  your  herte,    556 

That  semeth  ful  seke  under  your  syde.' 

AVith  that  he  lokcd  on  me  asydc, 
As  who  sayth,  '  nay,  that  wol  not  be.' 
'  Gniunt  mercy,  gode  trend,'  quod  he, 
'  I  thankc  thee  that  thou  woldest  so,    561 
But  hit  may  never  tlie  rather  be  do. 
No  man  may  my  sorwe  glade, 
That    maketh    my    hewe    to    falle    and 

fade, 
And  hath  myn  tinderstonding  lorn,      $6$ 
That  me  is  wo  that  I  was  bom  ! 
May  noght  make  my  sorwes  slyde, 
Nought  the  remedies  of  Ovyde  ; 
Ne  Orjilieus,  god  of  melodye, 
Ne  Dedalus,  with  -j-playes  slye  ;  570 

Ne  hele  me  may  tphisicien, 
Noght  Ipocras,  ne  G alien  ; 
Me  is  wo  that  I  live  houres  twelve  ; 
But  who  so  wol  assaye  him-selve 
Whether  his  herte  can  have  pite  575 

Of  any  sorwe,  lat  him  see  me. 
I  wrecche,  that  deeth  hath  mad  al  naked 
Of  alle  blisse  that  was  ever  maked, 
Y-worthc  worsts  of  alle  wightes, 
That  hate  my  dayes  and  my  nightes  ;  580 
My  Ij-f,  my  lustes  be  me  lothe. 
For  al  welfare  and  I  be  wrothe. 
The  pure  deeth  is  so  fmy  fo, 
•|-Tliogh  I  wolde  deye,  hit  wolde  not  so  ; 
For  ^^•han  I  folwe  hit,  hit  wol  flee  ;       585 
I  wolde  have  f^iti  lii*  lil  I'ot  me. 
Tliis  is  my  peyne  withoute  reed, 
Alway  dejiiig,  and  be  not  deed, 
That  f  Sesiphus,  that  Ij-th  in  belle, 
May  not  of  more  sorwe  telle.  590 

And  who  so  wiste  al,  by  my  troxithe. 
My  sor^ve,  but  he  hadde  routhe 
And  pite  of  my  sorwes  smerte. 
That  man  hath  a  feendly  herte. 
For  who  so  secth  me  first  on  morwe     595 
May  seyn,  he  hath  [y]-met  with  sorwe  ; 
For  I  am  sorwe  and  sorwe  is  I. 

'  Alias  !  and  I  wol  telle  the  why  ; 


My  f  song  is  turned  to  ple>-ning. 

And  al  my  laughter  tg  weping,  Coo 

My  glade  thoghtes  to  hevinesse. 

In  travalle  is  myn  ydelnessc 

And  eek  my  roste  ;  mj-  wele  is  wo. 

My  good  is  harm,  and  ever-mo 

In  wrathe  is  turned  my  pleying.  605 

And  my  del.^'t  in-to  sor«-ing. 

Myn  hele  is  tiirned  into  seeknesse. 

In  drede  is  al'mj-  sikernesse. 

To  derke  is  turned  al  my  light. 

My  wit  is  foly,  my  day  is  night,  610 

My  love  is  hate,  my  sleep  waking. 

My  mii-the  and  moles  is  fasting, 

My  countenaiTnce  is  nycete. 

And  al  abaved  wher-so  I  be, 

My  pees,  in  jileding  and  in  werre  ;         615 

Alias  !  how  mighte  I  fare  werre  ? 

'  My  boldnosse  is  turned  to  shame. 
For  fals  Fortune  hath  plej-d  a  game 
Atte  dies  with  me,  alias  !  the  whyle  !• 
Tlie  trayteresse  fals  and  ful  of  gyle,      620 
That  al  behoteth  and  uo-thing  halt, 
She  goth  upright  and  yet  she  h.'^t. 
That  baggeth  foule  and  loketh  fairo, 
The  dispitouse  debonaire. 
That  scometh  many  a  creature  1  625 

An  ydole  offals  portraiture 
Is  she,  for  she  wil  sone  •wryen  ; 
She  is  the  monstres  heed  y-wr;»-en, 
As  filth  over  y-strawed  with  floures  ; 
Hir  moste  worship  and  hir  fflour  is     630 
To  lyen,  for  tliat  is  hir  nature  ; 
Withoute  feyth,  lawe,  or  mesure 
She  is  fals  ;  and  ever  laughinge 
With  oon  eye,  and  that  other  wepinge. 
That  is  broglit  up,  she  set  al  doun.        635 
I  lyknc  hir  to  the  scorpioun. 
That  is  a  fals  flatering  beste  ; 
For  with  his  hede  he  maketh  feste, 
But  al  amid  his  flateringe 
With  his  tayle  he  wol  stinge,  640 

And  envenynic  ;  and  so  wol  she. 
She  is  th'  envyous  charite 
That  is  ay  fals,  and  semeth  wele  ; 
So  turneth  she  hir  false  whele 
Aboute,  for  it  is  no-thing  stable,  645 

Now  by  the  f>Te,  now  at  table  ; 
Ful  many  oon  hath  she  thus  y-blent. 
She  is  pley  of  enchauntement. 
That  semeth  oon  and  is  nat  so, 
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Tho  falso  theef  !  what  hath  sho  do,       050 
Trowost  thou  ?    b^  our  lord,  I  wol  theo 

seye. 
Atte  chps  with  mo  sho  gan  to  pleye  : 
With  hir  false  draughtos  divors 
She  stal  on  me,  and  took  my  fers 
And  whan  I  saw  my  fers  aweye,  655 

Alas  !  I  couthe  no  longer  pleye, 
Biit  seyde,  "  far«-el,  swete,  y-wis, 
And  farsvel  al  that  ever  tlier  is  !  " 
Tliom-ith  Fortune  soj-de  "  chek  liore  !  " 
And   "  mate !  "    in   fmid  pointc   of  the 

cliekkere  660 

With  a  poiine  erraiiiit,  alias  ! 
Ful  craftier  to  pley  she  was 
Than  Athalus,  that  made  tlie  game 
First  of  the  ches  :  so  was  his  name. 
But  god  woldo  I  had  ones  or  twyes       665 
Y-koud  and  knowe  the  jeupardyes 
That  coude  the  Grek  Pithagores  ! 
I  shnlde  have  plcj-d  the  bet  at  ches, 
And  kept  my  fers  the  bet  therby ; 
And  thogh  wlierto  ?  for  trewely  6;o 

I  hold  tlyit  wish  nat  worth  a  stree  1 
Hit  had  be  never  the  bet  for  me. 
For  Fortune  can  so  many  a  wyle, 
Ther  be  but  fewe  can  hir  begyle, 
And  eek  she  is  the  las  to  blame  ;  675 

My-self  I  wolde  have  do  the  same, 
Before  god,  hadde  I  been  as  she  ; 
She  oghte  the  more  excused  bo. 
For  this  I  say  yet  more  therto, 
Haddo  I  bo  god  and  miglito  have  do     6S0 
My  willo,  whan  -fmy  fers  sho  caughte, 
I  woldo  have  drawe  the  same  draughte. 
For,  also  wis  god  yive  me  reste, 
I  dar  wel  swore  sho  took  the  teste  ! 

'  But    through   that   dranghto   I   have 

lorn  6S5 

My  blisse  ;  alias  !  that  I  was  born  ' 
For  evermore,  I  trowe  trewly. 
For  al  my  wil,  my  lust  hoolly 
Is  ttirnod  ;  but  yot,  what  to  dono  ? 
By  our  lonl,  hit  is  to  doye  sono  !  690 

For  no-thing  I  [ne]  levo  it  noght. 
But  live  and  deyo  right  in  this  tlioght. 
■jThor  nis  plancto  in  firmament, 
Xo  in  air,  ne  in  ortlic,  noon  olomont, 
That  they  no  j^vo  me  a  yift  eohoon       695 
Of  weping,  whan  I  am  aloon. 
For  whan  that  I  avyae  me  wel, 


And  bethenko  me  oa  cry-del. 

How  that  ther  lyth  in  rekening. 

In  my  sorwe,  for  no-thing  ;  ;ix> 

And  how  ther  leveth  no  gladnosse 

ilay  gladde  mo  of  my  distresse, 

Anil  how  I  liave  lost  suffisance, 

And  therto  I  have  no  plesanco, 

Than  may  I  say,  I  have  right  noght.     705 

And  whan  al  this  falleth  in  my  thoght. 

Alias  !  than  am  I  overcome  ! 

For  that  is  doon  is  not  to  come  ! 

I  liave  more  sorowe  than  Tantale.' 

And  whan  I  horde  him  telle  this  tale 
Thus  pitonsly,  as  I  yow  telle,  711 

Unnothe  niighte  I  longer  dwelle, 
Hit  dide  tnyn  herte  so  moche  wo. 

'  A  !  good  sir  ! '  quod  I,  '  say  not  so  ! 
Have  som  pite  on  your  nature  715 

That  formed  yow  to  creature  ; 
Remembre  yow  of  Socrates  ; 
For  ho  no  counted  nat  three  strees 
Of  noght  that  Fortune  coude  do.' 

'  No,'  quod  he,  '  I  can  not  so.'  7J0 

'  Wliy  so  ?  good  sir  !  -fpardo  ! '  quod  I ; 
'  Ne  say  noght  so,  for  trewelj", 
Thogh  ye  had  lost  the  ferses  twelve, 
And  ye  for  sorwc  mordred  yonr-selvo. 
Ye  sholde  bo  dampned  in  this  cas  725 

By  as  good  right  as  Medea  was. 
That  slow  hir  children  for  Jason  ; 
And  Phyllis  fals  for  Demophon 
Hong  hir-solf,  so  weylaway  ! 
For  he  had  broke  his  terme-daj^  730 

To  como  to  hir.     Another  rago 
Had  Dydo,  -j-quone  eek  of  Cartage, 
Tliat  slow  liir-self,  for  Eneas 
Was  fals  ;  [a  !]  whiche  a  fool  she  was  ! 
And  Eoquo  dyed  for  Narcisns  715 

Noldo  nat  love  liir  ;  and  right  thus 
Hath  manj-  another  foly  don. 
And  for  Dalida  dyed  Sampson, 
That  slow  him-sclf  with  a  pilero. 
But  ther  is  i  noon  a-lyvo  here  740 

Wolde  for  a  fers  make[n]  this  wo  ! ' 

'  Why  so  ?  '  quod  he  ;  '  hit  is  nat  so  ; 
Thou  wost  ful  litol  what  thou  menost ; 
I  have  lost  more  than  thou  wenest.' 
'  Lo,  fsir,  how  may  tliat  be  ?  '  quod  I ;  745 
'  Good  sir,  tel  me  al  hoolly 
In  what  wyse,  how,  why,  and  wherfore 
Tliat  ye  have  thus  your  blisse  lore.' 
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'  Blythly,'  qnod  he,  '  com  sit  adonn  ; 
T  telle  thpc  tip  pondicionn  750 

That  tlion  ■)  hooUy,  witli  al  thy  wit, 
Do  tlijTi  cntent  to  herkeno  hit.' 
'  Yis,  sii-.'     '  Swere  thy  troiitlie  ther-to.' 
'  Gladly.'     '  Do  than  holde  her-to  ! ' 
'  I  shal  riglit  blythly,  so  god  mo  save,   755 
Hoolly,  witli  al  tlio  witto  I  have, 
Here  yow,  a.s  wol  as  I  can.' 

'  A  goddes  lialf ! '  quod  he,  and  began  : — 
'  Sir,'  qnoihe,  '  sith  first  I  conthe 
Have  any  maner  wit  fro  yonthe,  760 

Or  kiiidely  \inderstonding 
To  comprebondo,  in  any  thing, 
What  love  was,  in  myn  owne  wit, 
Dredeles?,  I  have  over  yit 
Bo  tributary,  and  yiven  rente  765 

To  love  hoolly  witli  gode  entente, 
And  through  plesaunce  become  histhral, 
With  good  wil,  body,  herte,  and  al. 
Al  this  I  putte  in  his  ser\-age. 
As  to  my  lorde,  and  dide  homage  ;         770 
And  fill  devoutly  ipraj'de  him  to, 
He  shulde  besette  myn  herte  so. 
That  it  plesaunce  to  him  were, 
And  worship  to  my  lady  dere. 

'  And  this  was  longe,  and  many  a  yecr 
Or  that  myn  herte  was  set  o-wher,        776 
That  I  did  thus,  and  niste  why  ; 
I  trowe  hit  cam  mo  kindely. 
Paraunter  I  was  therto  fable 
As  ft  whyt  wal  or  a  table  ;  780 

For  hit  is  redy  to  cacche  and  take 
Al  that  men  wil  therin  make, 
Wlier-so  men  wol  portreyc  or  peyiite, 
Be  the  werkes  never  so  qixeynte. 

'  And  thilke  tyme  I  ferdo  fso  785 

I  was  able  to  have  lerned  tho, 
And  to  have  coud  as  wel  or  better, 
Paraunter,  other  art  or  letter. 
But  for  love  cam  first  in  my  thought, 
Therl'ore  I  forgat  it  nought.  700 

I  chees  love  to  my  firste  craft, 
Therfor  hit  is  with  me  [y]-laft. 
Forwhy  I  took  hit  of  so  yong  age, 
That  malice  hadde  my  corage 
Nat  that  tyme  turned  to  no-thing         795 
Through  to  mochel  knowleching. 
For  that  tyme  Youthe,  my  maistresse, 
Governed  me  in  ydelncsse  ; 
For  hit  was  in  my  firste  youthe, 


And  tho  ful  litel  good  I  couthe  ;  8<x) 

For  al  my  werkes  were  flittinge, 

fAnd  al  niy  thoghtes  vnryinge  ; 

Al  were  to  mo  y-liclio  good, 

That  I  knew  tho  ;  but  thus  hit  stood. 

'  Hit  happed  that  I  cam  fa  day  805 

Into  a  place,  ther  i  I  say, 
Trowly,  the  fa.^Test  companyo 
Of  ladies,  that  ever  man  witli  yii 
Had  seen  togcdres  in  00  place. 
Shal  I  clcpe  hit  hap  other  grace  810 

That  broghte  mo  ther  ?  nay,  but  Fortune, 
That  is  to  lyen  ful  comune, 
Tho  false  trayterosse,  pervers, 
God  woldo  I  coiido  clcpe  hir  wers  ! 
For  now  she  worcheth  me  ful  wo,         815 
And  I  wol  telle  sone  why  so. 

'  Among  thise  ladies  thus  echoon, 
Soth  to  seyn,  I  saw  fther]  oon 
That  was  lyk  noon  of  [al]  the  route  ; 
For  I  dar  swere,  withoute  donte,  820 

That  as  the  somercs  sonne  biiglit 
Is  fairer,  clerer,  and  hath  more  light 
Than  any  fplanete,  [is]  in  heven, 
The  mone,  or  the  sterres  seven, 
For  al  the  world e,  so  had  she  825 

Surmounted  hem  alle  of  beaute. 
Of  maner  and  of  comlinesse. 
Of  stature  and  f  wel  set  gladnessfi, 
Of  goodlihode  fso  wel  beseye — 
Shortly,  wliat  shal  I  more  seye?  830 

By  god,  and  by  his  halwes  twelve. 
It  was  my  swetc,  right  as  hir-selve  ! 
She  had  so  stedfast  countenauuce, 
So  noble  port  and  nieyntenaunee. 
And  Love,  that  had  herd  my  bone,       835 
Had  espycd  me  thus  sone, 
That  she  ful  sone,  in  my  thoght, 
As  helpe  me  god,  so  was  y-caught 
So  sodcnly,  that  I  ne  took 
No  maner  freed  but  at  hir  look  840 

And  at  myn  herte  ;  for-why  hir  e.yen 
So  glatlly,  I  trow,  myn  herte  seyen, 
That  purely  tho  myn  owne  thoght 
Seyde  hit  were  -jbet  serve  hir  for  noght 
Than  with  another  to  be  wel.  845 

And  hit  was  sooth,  for,  everydel, 
I  wil  anoon-right  telle  thee  why. 

'  I  saw  hir  daunce  so  comlily, 
Carole  and  singe  so  swetely, 
Laughe  and  ploye  so  womanly,  850 
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And  loke  so  debonairly, 

So  goodly  spoke  and  so  frendly, 

That  certes,  I  t^o^v,  that  evermore 

Nas  se^^l  so  blisful  a  trcsore. 

For  everj'  Leer  [upjon  hir  hede,  855 

Soth  to  seyn,  liit  was  not  rede, 

Ne  nouther  yelw,  ne  hroim  hit  nas  ; 

Me  thoghte.  most  lyk  gold  hit  was. 

Aiid  whiche  cyen  my  lady  hadde  ! 

Debonair,  goode,  glade,  and  sadde,       SCk.) 

Simple,  of  good  mochel,  noght  to  wyde  ; 

Therto  hir  look  nas  not  a-syde, 

Xe  overtli-\vort,  but  beset  so  -wel, 

Hit  drew  and  took  np,  evcrydel, 

Alle  that  on  hir  gan  beholde.  865 

Hir  eyen  semed  anoon  sbe  -wolde 

Have  mercy  ;  fooles  -wenden  so  ; 

But  hit  ■was  never  the  rather  do. 

Hit  nas  no  countrefetod  thing, 

It  was  hir  owne  pure  loking,  870 

That  the  goddesse,  dame  Nature, 

Had  made  hem  opene  by  mesuro. 

And  close  ;  for,  were  she  never  so  glad, 

Hir  loking  was  not  foly  sprad, 

Xe  wildely,  thogh  that  she  pleyde  ;       875 

But  over,  me  thoghte,  hir  cyen  seyde, 

'■  By  god,  my  ■\vrathe  is  al  for-yi^•o  !  " 

'  Therwith  hir  liste  so  wel  to  live, 
That  dulnesse  was  of  hir  a-drad. 
She  nas  to  sobre  ne  to  glad";  S80 

In  alle  thinges  more  niesure 
Had  never,  I  trowe,  creature. 
But  many  oon  with  hir  loke  she  herte. 
And  that  sat  hir  ful  lyte  at  herte. 
For  she  knew  no-thing  of  hir  thoght  :  885 
But  whether  she  knew,  or  knew  hit  noght, 
Algate  she  ne  roghte  of  hem  a  stree  ! 
To  gete  hir  love  no  ner  nas  he 
Tliat  woned  at  home,  than  he  in  Inde  ; 
The  formest  was  alway  behinde.  890 

But  gode  folk,  over  al  other. 
She  loved  as  man  may  do  his  brother  ; 
Of  whiche  love  she  was  wonder  large, 
In  skilful  idaces  that  here  charge. 

'  -l-Wliich  a  visage  had  she  ther-to  !  805 
Alias  !  mjTn  herte  is  wonder  wo 
That  I  ne  can  discryven  hit  ! 
Me  lakketh  bothe  English  and  wit 
For  to  undo  hit  at  the  fuUe  ; 
And  eek  my  spirits  be  so  dulle  poo 

So  greet  a  thing  for  to  de^■yse. 


I  have  no  wit  that  can  sufFyse 

To  comprehende[n]  hir  beaute  ; 

But  thus  moche  dar  I  seyn,  that  she 

Was  frodjc,  fresh,  and  lyvely  hewed  :  005 

And  every  day  hir  beaute  newed. 

And  negh  hir  face  was  alder-best ; 

For  certes.  Nature  had  swich  lest 

To  make  that  fair,  that  trewly  she 

AVas  hir  cheef  patron  of  beautee,  910 

And  cheef  ensample  of  al  hir  werke, 

And  moustre  ;  for,  be  hit  never  so  derkc, 

Me  thinketh  I  see  hir  ever-mo. 

And  j-et  more-over,  thogh  alio  tho 

That  ever  lived  were  now  a-lj's-e,  915 

[They]  ne  sholdo  have  founde  to  discryve 

In  al  hir  face  a  wikked  signe  ; 

For  hit  was  sad,  simple,  and  benigne. 

'  And  which  a  goodly  sotte  speche 
Had  that  swete,  my  lyves  leche  !  920 

So  frendly,  and  so  wel  y-grounded, 
Up  al  resoun  so  wel  y-foiinded, 
And  so  tretable  to  alle  gode, 
That  I  dar  swere  fby  the  rode, 
Of  eloquence  was  never  founde  925 

So  swete  a  sowninge  facounde, 
Ne  trewer  tongod,  ne  scorned  lasse. 
No  bet  coude  hole  ;  that,  by  the  masse 
I  durste  swere,  thogh  tho  pope  hit  songe, 
That  ther  was  never  f  through  hir  tongo 
Man  ne  woman  gretly  harmed  ;  931 

As  fur  hir,  [ther]  was  al  harm  hid  ; 
Ne  lasse  flatering  in  hir  worde. 
That  purely,  hir  simple  rccorde 
Was  founde  as  trewe  as  any  bonde,      935 
Or  trouthe  of  any  mannes  honde. 
Ne  chydo  she  coude  never  a  del, 
That  knoweth  al  the  world  ful  wol. 

'  But  swich  a  fairnesse  of  a  nekke 
Had  that  swete,  that  boon  nor  brekke 
Nas  ther  non  sene,  that  mis-sat.  04: 

Hit  was  whyt,  smothe,  strcght,  and  f  flat, 
Withoiiten  hole  ;  fand  canel-boon, 
As  by  seming,  had  she  noon. 
Hir  throte,  as  I  have  now  memou'e,     945 
Semed  a  round  tour  of  j^oire, 
Of  good  gretnesso,  and  noght  to  grete. 

'  And  gode  fairo  WiirrE  she  hete. 
That  was  my  lady  name  right. 
She  was  bothe  fair  and  bright,  950 

She  hadde  not  hir  name  WTong. 
Right  faire  shuldres,  and  body  long 
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She  badtle,  and  aruies,  every  lith 
Fattish,  flesshy,  not  greet  thorwith  ; 
Right  whyto  handes,  and  nnyles  rede,  955 
Kounde  brestes  ;  and  of  good  brede 
Hir  hippes  were,  a  streiglit  flat  bak. 
T  knew  on  hir  non  other  lak 
That  al  hir  limmes  nere  f  sewing. 
In  as  fer  as  I  liad  knowing. 

'  Tberto  she  coudo  so  wel  pleye. 
Whan  that  hir  listo,  that  I  dar  seye, 
That  she  was  lyk  to  torche  bright. 
That  every  man  may  take  of  light 
Ynogh,  and  hit  hath  never  the  lesse 

'  Of  manor  and  of  conilinesse 
Right  so  ferde  my  lady  dere  ; 
For  every  wight  of  hir  manere 
Might  cacche  ynogh,  if  tliat  he  wolde, 
If  he  had  eyen  hir  to  beholde.  970 

For  I  dar  fsweren,  if  tliat  she 
Had  among  ten  thousand  be, 
She  wolde  have  be,  at  the  leste, 
A  cheef  mirour  of  al  the  feste, 
Thogh  they  liad  stomlen  in  a  rowe,      975 
To  mennes  eyen  that  conde  have  knowe. 
For  wher-so  men  had  pleyd  or  waked. 
Mo  thoghte  tlie  felawship  as  naked 
Withouten  hir,  that  saw  I  ones. 
As  a  coroune  withoutc  stones. 
Trewely  she  was,  to  mj-n  ye, 
The  soleyn  fenix  of  Arabye, 
For  ther  liveth  never  but  oon  ; 
Xe  swicli  as  she  ne  knew  I  noon. 

'  To  spekc  of  goodnesse  ;  trewly  she  9.S5 
Had  as  moche  debonairto 
As  ever  had  Hester  in  the  bible. 
And  more,  if  more  were  possihlp. 
And,  sotb  to  seyne,  therwith-al 
She  had  a  wit  so  general. 
So  hool  enelyned  to  alle  gode, 
That  al  hir  wit  was  set,  by  the  rode, 
Withoute  malice,  upon  gladnesse  ; 
•f-Therto  I  saw  never  yet  a  losse 
Harmful,  than  she  was  in  doing. 
I  sey  uat  that  she  ne  had  knowing 
A\Tiat  fwas  harm  ;  or  elles  she 
Had  coud  no  good,  so  thinketh  mc. 

'  And  trewly,  for  to  spoke  of  trouthe, 
But  she  had  had,  hit  had  bo  routhe.   1000 
Therof  she  had  so  moche  hir  del — 
And  I  dar  seyn  and  swere  hit  wel — 
That  Trouthe  him-self,  over  al  and  al. 


980 


990 


995 


Had  chose  his  maner  principal 

In  hir,  that  was  his  resting-place.       1005 

Thcr-to  she  haddo  the  moste  grace, 

To  have  stedfast  perseveraunoo. 

And  esy,  atcmpre  governaimce, 

That  ever  I  knew  or  wiste  yit ; 

So  pure  suffraunt  was  liir  wit.  1010 

And  reson  gladly  she  iindorstood. 

Hit  folowed  wel  she  coude  good. 

.She  used  gladly  to  do  wel ; 

These  were  hir  maners  every-del. 

'  Therwith  she  loved  so  wol  riglit,    1015 
She  wrong  do  wolde  to  no  wight  ; 
No  wight  might  do  hir  no  shame, 
She  loved  so  wel  hir  ownie  name. 
Hir  luste  to  holde  no  wight  in  honde  ; 
Xe,  bo  thou  siker,  she  fnolde  fonde    1020 
To  holde  no  wight  in  b.alaunce, 
By  half  word  ne  by  countcnaunce, 
But-if  men  wolde  upon  hir  lye  ; 
Ne  sonde  men  in-to  Walakye, 
To  Pniyso  and  in-to  Tartarj-e,  1025 

To  Alisaundrc,  ne  iu-to  Turkye, 
And  bidde  liim  faste,  anoon  that  he 
Go  hoodies  -fto  the  di-yo  see. 
And  come  boom  by  the  Carrenare  ; 
And  seye,  "  Sir,  be  now  right  wajre      1030 
That  I  may  of  yow  hero  seyn 
Worship,  or  that  ye  come  agejni !  " 
She  ne  used  no  suche  knakkes  smalo, 
'  But  whorfor  that  I  telle  my  talc  ? 
Right  on  this  same,  as  I  have  se3-d,     1035 
Was  hoolly  al  my  love  leyd  ; 
For  certes,  she  was,  that  swete  wyf, 
My  sviffisaunce,  my  lust,  my  Ij-f, 
Myn  hap,  niyn  hele,  and  al  my  blisse. 
My  worldes  welfare  and  my  -j-lisse,     1040 
And  I  hirs  hoolly,  everydeL' 

'  By  our  lord,'  quod  I, '  I  trowe  yow  wel! 
Hardcly,  your  love  was  wel  beset, 
I  not  how  ye  mighte  have  do  bet.' 
'  Bot  ?  ne  no  wight  so  wel ! '  qiiod  he.  1045 
'  I  trowe  hit,  sir,'  quod  I,  '  parde  ! ' 
'  Nay,  leve  hit  wel ! '    '  Sir,  so  do  I ; 
I  leve  yow  wel,  that  trewely 
Yow  thoghte,  that  she  was  the  beste, 
And  to  beholde  the  alderfaireste,         1050 
Who  so  had  loked  fwith  your  oyen.' 

'  With  mjTi  ?  nay,  alio  that  hir  seyen 
Seyde,  and  swore[n]  hit  was  so. 
And  thogh  they  ne  liadde,  I  wolde  tho 
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Have  loved  best  my  Iftdy  fre,  1055 

Thopli  I  had  had  al  the  heautee 

That  ever  had  Alcipyades, 

And  al  the  streng^the  of  Eroules, 

And  therto  hRd  the  worthiuesse 

Of  Alisaundre,  and  al  the  richesse      1060 

That  ever  was  iu  Bahiloyne, 

In  Cartage,  or  in  Macedoyne, 

Or  in  Eonie,  or  in  Ninive  ; 

And  therto  al-so  hardy  be 

As  was  Ector,  so  have  I  joye,  1065 

That  AchiUes  slow  at  Troye — 

And  therfor  was  he  slayn  also 

In  a  temple,  for  bothe  two 

Were  slajTi,  he  and  f  Antilogus, 

And  so  seyth  Dares  Frigius,  1070 

For  love  of  [hir]  Polixena — 

Or  been  as  wys  as  Minerva, 

I  wolde  ever,  withoute  drede, 

Ha%'e  loved  hir,  for  I  moste  nede  ! 

"  Nede  !  "  nay,  fl  gabbe  now,  1075 

Noght  "  nede,"  and  I  wol  telle  how. 

For  of  good  wille  myn  herte  hit  wolde, 

And  eek  to  love  hir  I  was  holde 

As  for  the  fairest  and  the  beste. 

'  She  was  as  good,  so  have  I  reste,   1080 
As  ever  was  Penelope  of  Grrece, 
Or  as  the  noble  vryf  Lucrece, 
That  was  the  beste — he  telleth  thus. 
The  Eoniain  Tj'tus  Livius — - 
She  was  as  good,  and  no-thing  lyke,  1085 
Thogh  hir  stories  be  auteutyke  ; 
Algate  she  was  as  trewe  as  she. 

'  But  wherfor  that  I  telle  thee 
\Mian  I  first  my  lady  sey  ? 
1  was  right  yong,  [the]  sooth  to  sey,  1090 
And  ful  gret  need  I  liadde  to  lerne  ; 
"VNTIian  my  herte  wolde  yerne 
To  love,  it  was  a  greet  empryse. 
But  as  my  wit  coude  best  suffyse, 
After  my  yonge  childly  wit,  1095 

Withoute  drede,  I  besette  hit 
To  love  hir  iu  my  beste  wyse, 
To  do  hir  worship  and  servyse 
That  I  ftho  coude,  by  my  trouthe, 
Withoute  feyning  outher  slouthc  ;      1100 
For  wonder  fayn  I  wolde  hir  see. 
So  mochel  hit  amended  me, 
That,  whan  I  saw  hir  lirst  a-moi'we, 
I  was  warished  of  al  my  sorwe 
Of  al  day  after,  til  hit  were  eve ;  1 105 


Mo  thoghte  no-thing  mighte  uie  greve, 
Were  my  soi'wes  never  so  smerte. 
And  yit  she  sit  so  in  myn  herte, 
That,  by  my  trouthe,  I  nolde  noght, 
For  al  this  worlde,  out  of  my  thoght  uio 
Leve  my  lady  ;  no,  trewly  ! ' 

'  Now,  by  my  trouthe,  sir,'  quod  I, 
'  Me  thinketh  ye  have  such  a  chaunce 
As  shritt  withoute  repentauncer* 

'  Kepentaunce  !  nay  fy,'  quod  he  ;     U15 
'  Shulde  I  now  repent  e  me 
To  love  ?  nay,  certes,  than  were  I  wel 
Wers  than  was  Achitofel, 
Or  Anthenor,  so  have  I  joye. 
The  traytour  that  betraysed  Troye,     1120 
Or  the  false  Genelon, 
He  that  purchased  the  tresou 
Of  Eowlaud  and  of  Olivere. 
Nay,  whyl  I  am  a-lyve  here 
I  nil  foryete  hir  never-mo.'  1125 

'  Now,  gode  sir,'  quod  I  [right]  tho, 
'  Ye  han  wel  told  me  her-before. 
It  is  no  need  reherse  hit  more 
How  ye  sawe  hir  first,  and  where  ; 
But  wolde  ye  telle  me  the  manere,      1130 
To  hir  which  was  your  firste  speche — 
Therof  I  wolde  yow  be-seche — 
And  how  she  knewe  first  your  thoght, 
Whether  ye  loved  hii-  or  noght. 
And  telleth  me  eek  what  ye  have  lore  ; 
I  lierde  yow  telle  her-before.'  11^6 

'  Ye,'  seyde  he,  '  thou  nost  what  thou 
menest ; 
I  have  lost  more  than  thou  weuest.' 

'  AVliat  los  is  that,  [sir]  ?  '  quod  I  tho  ; 
'  Nil  she  not  love  yow  ?  is  hit  so  ?        1140 
Or  have  ye  oght  [y-]doon  amis, 
Tliat  she  hath  left  yow  ?  is  hit  this  ? 
For  goddcs  love,  tel  me  al.' 

'  Before  god,'  quod  he,  '  and  I  ahal. 
I  saye  right  as  I  have  seyd,  1145 

On  hir  was  al  my  love  Icyd  ; 
And  yet  she  niste  hit  fnever  a  del 
Noght  louge  tynie,  leve  hit  wel. 
For  bo  right  siker,  I  dursto  noght       1149 
For  al  this  worlde  telle  hir  my  thoght, 
Ne  I  wolde  have  wratthed  hir,  trewly. 
For  wostow  why  ?  she  was  lady 
Of  tho  body  ;  she  had  tho  herte. 
And  who  hath  that,  may  not  asterte. 

'  But,  for  to  kepo  uxs  fro  ydelueaae,  1155 


III.    Zh  (gooft  of  t^i  ©uc^ceee. 


95 


Tre\vl.>- 1  did  my  besinesse 
To  make  songes,  as  I  best  coudc, 
And  ofte  tyme  I  song  hem  londe  ; 
And  made  songes  a  gret  del, 
Al-tLogh  I  coude  not  make  so  wel       i  i()o 
Songes,  ne  knowe  the  art  al. 
As  coudo  Lamckes  sons  Tubal, 
That  fond  out  first  the  art  of  souge  ; 
For,  as  his  brothers  liamers  ronge 
Upon  his  anvelt  up  and  douu,  u')5 

Thorof  he  took  the  lirste  soun  ; 
But  Grekes  seyu,  Pictagoras, 
That  ho  the  firste  finder  was 
Of  the  art  ;  Aurora  telleth  so, 
But  therof  no  fors,  of  hem  two.  1 1 70 

Algates  songes  thus  I  made 
Of  my  feling,  myn  herto  to  glade  ; 
And  lo  !  this  was  [the]  alther-firste, 
I  not  wher  [that]  hit  were  the  wcrste.^ — ■ 
1[  "Lord,  hit  maketli  myn  herte  light, 
Whan  I  thenke  on  that  swete  wight  1 176 
Tha't  is  so  semely  on  to  see  ; 
And  wisshe  to  god  hit  might  so  be, 
That  she  wolde  holde  me  for  hir  knight, 
My  lady,  that  is  so  fair  and  briglit !  " — 
'  Now  have  I  told  thee,  sooth  to  saye, 
My  firste  song.     Upon  a  daye  118.! 

I  bethoghte  mo  what  wo 
And  sor\ve  that  I  safi'red  th» 

For  hir,  and  yet  she  wiste  hit  uoghc,  1185 
Ne  telle  hir  durst«  I  nat  my  thoght. 

"  Alias  ! "  thoghte  I,  "  I  can  no  reed  ; 

And,  but  I  telle  hir,  I  f  nam  but  deed  ; 

And  if  I  telle  hir,  to  seye  fsoot)), 

I  am  a-dred  she  wol  be  wrooth  ;  i  n>o 

Alias  !  what  shal  I  thanne  do  ?  " 
'  In  this  debat  I  was  so  wo, 

Me  thoghte  mj-n  herte  braste  a-tweyn  ! 

So  atte  laste,  soth  to  seyu, 

I  me  bethoghte  that  nature  1105 

Ne  formed  never  in  creature 

So  moche  beante,  trewely, 

And  bounte,  withouten  mercy, 
'lu  hope  of  that,  my  tale  I  tolde 

With  sorwe,  as  that  I  never  sholde,    uoo 

For  nedes  ;  and,  maugree  my  heed, 

I  moste  have  told  hir  or  be  deed, 

I  not  wel  how  that  I  began, 

Fill  evel  reherse[n]  hit  I  can  ; 

And  eek,  as  helpe  me  god  with-al,       i-'05 

I  trowe  hit  was  in  the  disaial. 


That  v/as  the  ten  woundes  of  Egipte  , 

For  many  a  word  I  over-skiiito 

In  my  tale,  for  pure  fere 

Lest  my  wordes  mis-set  were.  1210 

With  sorweful  herte,  and  woundes  dede, 

Softe  and  quaking  for  jjure  dredo 

And  shame,  and  stinting  in  my  tale 

For  ferde,  and  myn  hewe  al  pale, 

Ful  ofte  I  wex  bothe  pale  and  reed ;    1215 

Bowing  to  hir,  I  heug  the  heed  ; 

I,durste  nat  ones  loke  hir  on, 

For  wit,  manere,  and  al  was  gon. 

I  seyde  "  mercy  ! "  and  no  more  ; 

Hit  nas  no  game,  hit  sat  me  sore         1220 

'  So  atte  laste,  sooth  to  seyn, 
"WTian  that  myn  herto  was  come  ageyn, 
To  telle  shortly  al  my  speche. 
With  hool  herte  I  gan  hir  beseche 
That  she  wolde  be  my  lady  swete  ;       1J25 
And  swor,  and  gan  hir  hertely  hete 
Ever  to  be  stedfast  and  trewe. 
And  love  hir  alwey  freshly  newe, 
And  never  other  lady  have, 
And  al  hir  worship  lor  to  save  1^30 

As  I  best  coude  ;  I  swor  hir  this — 
"  For  youres  is  al  that  ever  ther  is 
For  evermore,  myn  herte  swete  ! 
And  never  ffalse  yow,  but  I  mete, 
I  nil,  as  wis  god  helpe  me  so  !  "  1235 

'  And  whan  I  had  my  tale  y-do, 
God  wot,  she  acounted  nat  a  stree 
Of  al  my  tale,  so  thoghte  mo. 
To  telle  shortly  fas  hit  is, 
Trewly  hir  answere,  hit  was  this  ;       1240 
I  can  not  now  wel  counterfete 
Hir  wordes,  but  this  was  the  grete 
Of  hir  answere  ;  she  sayde,  "nay" 
Al-outerly.     Alius  !  that  day 
The  sorwe  I  surtred,  and  the  wo  I         i-'45 
That  trewly  Cassandra,  that  so 
Bewayled  the  desti-ucciovin 
Of  Troye  and  of  Hiouu, 
Had  never  swdch  sorwe  as  I  iho. 
I  durste  no  more  say  therto  i-'ju 

For  pure  fere,  but  stal  away  ; 
And  thus  I  lived  ful  many  a  day  : 
Tliat  trewely,  I  hadde  no  need 
Fcrther  than  my  beddes  heed 
Never  a  day  to  seche  sorwe  ;  1255 

I  fond  hit  redy  every  moi-vv-e, 
For-whj'  I  loved  liir  iu  no  gerc 
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'  So  hit  betel,  another  yere, 
I  thoughto  ones  I  wolde  fondo 
To  do  hir  knowe  and  uudorstondo       1260 
My  wo  ;  and  she  wcl  understood 
That  I  no  wilued  thing  but  good, 
Anil  worship,  and  to  kepe  hir  name 
Over  fal  thing,  and  drede  hir  shame, 
And  was  so  besy  hir  to  serve  ; — ■  1265 

And  pite  were  I  shuUle  sterve, 
Sith  that  I  wihied  noon  harm,  y-wis. 
So  whan  my  lady  knew  al  this, 
My  lady  yaf  me  al  liooUy 
The  noble  yift  of  hir  mercy,  1270 

Saving  hir  worship,  by  al  wej-es  ; 
Dredles,  I  mene  noon  other  weyes, 
.\nd  therwith  she  yaf  me  a  ring  ; 
T  trowe  hit  was  the  firste  thing  ; 
But  if  myn  herte  was  y-waxo  1275 

Glad,  that  is  no  need  to  axe  ! 
As  helpe  me  god,  I  was  as  blyve, 
Eeyscd,  as  fro  dethe  to  lyve, 
Of  alle  happes  the  alder-beste, 
The  gladdest  and  the  moste  at  reste.   1280 
For  trewelj',  that  swete  wight, 
Whan  I  had  wrong  and  she  the  right, 
She  wolde  alwey  so  goodely 
For-yeve  me  so  debonairly. 
In  alle  my  youthe,  in  alle  chaunce,     1285 
She  took  me  in  hir  governaxmce. 

'  Therwith  she  was  alway  so  trewe. 
Our  joye  was  ever  y-liche  newe  ; 
Our  hertes  wem  so  even  a  payre. 
That  never  nas  that  oon  contrayre      1290 
To  that  other,  for  no  wo. 
For  sothe,  y-liche  they  suffred  tho 
Oo  blisse  and  eek  00  sorwe  bothe  ; 
Y-liche    they    were    bothe    gladde    and' 

wrothe  ; 
Al  was  us  oon,  withoute  were.  1295 

And  thus  we  lived  ful  many  a  jere 


So  wel,  I  can  nat  telle  how.' 

'  .Sir,'  quod  I,  '  wher  is  she  now?  ' 
'  Now  ! '  quod  he,  and  stinte  anoon. 

Therwith  ho  wex  as  deed  as  stoon,  131X) 
And  seydo,  '  alias  !  that  I  was  bore  ! 
That  was  the  los,  that  her-before 
I  tolde  thee,  that  I  had  lorn. 
Bethenk  how  I  seyde  her-befoni,  130.^ 

"  Thou  wost  ful  litel  what  thou  menest ; 
I  have  lost  more  than  thou  wenest " — 
God  wot,  alias  !  right  that  was  she  ! ' 

'  Alias  !  sir,  how  ?  what  may  that  be  ? ' 
'  She    is    deed  ! '    '  Nay  ! '    '  Yis,    by  my 

trouthe  ! ' 
'  Is  that  your  los  ?  by  god,  hit  is  roiithe  ! ' 

And  with  thatworde,  right  anoon,  131 1 
They  gan  to  strake  forth  ;  al  was  d<x>n, 
For  that  tyme,  the  hert-hunting. 

With  that,  me  thoghte,  that  this  king 
Gan  [quikly]  hoomward  for  to  ryde     1315 
Unto  a  place  -|  ther  besyde. 
Which  was  frona  us  but  a  lyte, 
A  long  castel  with  walles  whyte, 
By  seynt  Johan  !  on  a  riche  hil, 
As  me  niette  ;  but  thus  it  fil.  1320 

Eight  thus  me  mette,  as  I  yow  telle, 
That  in  the  castel  f  was  a  belle. 
As  hit  had  smiten  houres  twelve. — • 

Therwith  I  awook  my-selve, 
Axid  fond  me  lying  in  my  bed  ;  1325 

And  the  book  that  I  had  red. 
Of  Alcyone  and  Seys  the  king, 
And  of  tho  goddes  of  sloping, 
I  fond  it  in  myn  honde  I'ul  even. 

Tlioghte  I,  '  this  is  so  queynt  a  sweven, 
That  I  wol,  by  processe  of  tyme,  1331 

Fondc  to  putto  this  sweven  in  ryme 
As  I  can  bcHt  ;  and  that  anoon.' — 
This  was  my  sweven  ;  now  hit  isdoon.  1334 


Explicit  the  Boke  of  the  Duchesse. 
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IV.     THE   COMPLEYNT   OF  MARS. 


The  I'roeni 

'  Gladeth,  ye  foules,  of  the  morow  gray, 
Lo  !  Venus  risen  among  yon  rowes  redo  ! 
Anil  floivres  fresshe,   honoureth   ye  this 

day  ; 
For  when  tlie  sonne  nprist.  then  w>>l  ye 

sprede. 
But  yo  lovers,  that  Ij-e  in  any  drede,        5 
Fleeth,  lest  wikked  tonges  yow  espye  ; 
Lo !  yond  the  sonne,  the  candel  of  jelosye! 

With  teres  blewe,  ami  with  a  wonnded 

herte 
Taketh  your  leve  :  and.  with  sejant  John 

to  borow, 
Apeseth  soniwhat  of  your  sorowes  smerte, 
Tynie  cometh  eft,  that   cese  shal   your 

sorow ;  1 1 

The    glade    night    is    worth    an     he\-y 

morow  ! ' — 
(Seynt  Valentyne  !  a    foul  thus  herdc  I 

singe 
Upon  thj-  day,  er  sonne  gan  up-springe). — 

Yet  sang  this  foul — '  I  rede  yow  al  a- wake, 
And  ye,  that  han  not  chosen  in  humble 

wyse,  16 

Without    repenting    cheseth    yow    your 

make. 
And  ye,  that  han  ful  chosen  as  I  devj'se. 
Yet  at  the  leste  renoveleth  yotir  sers-yse  ; 
Confermeth  it  perpetiiely  to  dure,  20 

And  paciently  taketh  your  aventiu-e. 

And  for  the  worship  of  this  hye  feste. 
Yet  wol  I,  in  my  briddes  wyse,  singe 
The  sentence  of  the  complcjTit,  at  the 

lesto, 
That  woful  Mars  niade  atte  departing©  -'5 
Fro  fresshe  Venus  in  a  morweninge. 
Whan  Phebus,  with  his  fyry  torches  rede, 
Eansaked  every  Iijver  in  his  drede. 

The  Stonj. 

IT  Whylom    the    thi'idde    hevenes    lord 

above. 
As  wel  by  hevenish  revoluciouii  30 


As  by  desert,  liath  wonno  Vontis  his  love, 
And  she  hath  take  liim  in  subjeccionn, 
And  as  a  maistressc    taught    him    his 

lessoun, 
Comaunding  him  that  never,  in  hir  ser- 

vj-se. 
He  nere  so  bold  no  lover  to  despyse.       35 

For  she  forbad  him  jelosye  at  alle. 
And  cmelte,  and  host,  and  tirannye  ; 
She  made  him  at  hir  lust  so  humble  and 

talle, 
That  when  hir  deyned  caste  on  him  hiryg, 
He  took  in  pacience  to  live  or  dye  ;        40 
And  thus  she  brydeleth  him  in  hir  man- 

ere. 
With  no-thing  but  with  scourging  of  hit 

chere. 

Who  regneth  now  in  blisse  but  Venus, 
That  hath  this  worthy  knight  in  govern- 

aunee  ? 
Who  singeth  now  but  Mars,  that  servetk 

thus  45 

The  faii-e  Venus,  causer  of  plesatmce  ? 
He  bynt  him  to  perpetual  obeisauncp, 
And  she  bynt  hir  to  loven  him  for  ever, 
But  so  be  that  his  trespas  hit  dissever. 

Thus  be  they  knit,  and  regnen  as  in  heven 
B3'  loking  most  ;  til  hit  111,  on  a  tyde,  51 
That  by  hir  bothe  assent  was  set  a  steven, 
That  Mars  shal  entre,  as  faste  as  he  may 

glyt^-?, 
Into  hir  nexte  paleys,  to  abyde, 
Walking  his  cours  til  she  had  him  a-take, 
And  he  j>reyde  hir  to  haste  hir  for  hi3 

sake.  56 

Then  seydo  ho  thus — ''  uiju  hertes  lady 

swete, 
Ye  knowe  wel  my  mischef  in  that  place ; 
For  silierly,  til  that  I  with  yow  mete,    59 
My  lyf  stant  ther  in  aventure  and  grace  ; 
But  when  I  see  the  beaute  of  yoiu-  face, 
Ther  is  no  dreed  of  deeth  may  do  mo 

smerte. 
For  al  yoiu'  litst  is  ese  to  myu  herte." 
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She  bath  so  gi-et  compassion  of  hir  knight, 
That  dwelleth  in  solitude  til  she  come  ;  05 
For  hit  stood  so,  that  like  tynie,  no  wight 
Counseyled  liim,  ne  seyde  to  him  welcome. 
That  nigh  hir  wit  for  wo  was  overcome  ; 
Wherfore  she  spedde  hir  as  faste  in  hir 

weye, 
Almost  in  oon  day,  as  he  dide  in  twej'e.  70 

The  grete  joj-e  that  was  betwLx  hem  two, 
Whan  they  be  met,  ther  may  no  tunge 

telle, 
Ther  is  no  more,  but  unto  bed  they  go, 
And  thus  in  joye  and  blisse  I  lete  hem 

dwelle  ; 
This  worthy  Mars,  that  is  of  kuighthod 

■welle,  75 

The  flour  of  fairnes  lappeth  in  his  ai-mes. 
And  Venus  kisseth  Mars,  the  god  of  armes. 

Sojourned  hath  this  Mars,  of  which  I  rede, 

In  chambre  amid  the  paleys  prively 

A  certejii  tymo,  til  him  fel  a  drede.       So 

Through  Phebus,  tliat  was  conien  hastelj' 

Within  the  paleys-yates  sturdely. 

With   torche    in   honde,    of  which    the 

stremes  brighte 
On  Veniis  chambre  knokkeden  ful  lighte. 

The  chambre,   ther  as  lay  this  fresshe 

quene,  85 

Depej-nted  was  with  whyte  boles  grete. 
And  bj'  the  light  she  kne^^■,  that  sboou 

so  shene, 
That  Phebus  cam  to  brcnne  hem  with  his 

hete  ; 
This  sely  Venus,  -fdreynt  in  teres  wete, 
Enbraceth  Mars,  and  seyde.  '"  alas !  1  dye  ! 
The  torch  is  come,  that  al  tliis  world  wol 

wrye."  yi 

Up  sterte  Mars,  hini  liste  not  to  slepe. 
Whan  he  his  ladj'  herde  so  compleyne  ; 
But,  for  his  nature  was  not  for  to  wepe, 
In  stede  of  teres,  fro  his  eyen  tweyne     95 
The  fyry  sparkes  brosten  out  for  peyne  ; 
And  hente  his  hauberk,  that  h\y  him  be- 

syde; 
Flee  wolde  he  not,  nc  mighte  liim-selven 

hyde. 

He  throweth  on  his  helm  of  huge  wights. 

And  girt  him  with  his  swerdc  ;  and  in 

his  honde  joo 


His  mighty  spere,   as   he   was   wont  to 

fighte, 
He  shaketh  so  that  almost  it  to-wonde  ; 
Ful  he\'y  he  was  to  walken  over  londe  ; 
He  may  not  holde  with  Venus  conipanye, 
But  bad  hir  fleen,  lest  Phebus  hir  espye. 

0  woful  Mars  !  alas  !  what  mayst  thou 
sej'n,  100 

That  in  the  paleys  of  thy  disturbaunce 

Art  left  behinde,  in  peril  to  be  sleyn  ? 

And  yet  ther-to  is  double  thy  penaunce, 

For  she,  that  hath  thyn  herte  in  govern- 
aunce,  no 

Is  passed  halfe  the  stremes  of  thyn  y6n  ; 

That  thou  nere  swift,  wel  niaj'st  thou 
wepe  and  cryon. 

Now  fleeth  Venus  un-to  Cylenius  tour, 
With  voide  cours,  for  fore  of  Phebus  liglit. 
Ahvs  !  and  tlier  ne  hath  she  no  socour,  1 15 
For  she  ne  fond  ne  saw  no  maner  wight ; 
And  eek  as  ther  she  had  but  litil  might ; 
WhcT-for,  liir-selven  for  to  hyde  and  save, 
Within  the  gate  she  fledde  into  a  cave. 

Derk  was  this  cave,  and  smoking  as  the 

helle,  120 

Xot  biit  two  pas  within  tlie  gate  hit  stood  ; 
A  naturel  day  in  tlerk  I  lete  hir  dwelle. 
Now  wol  I  speke  of  Mars,  furious  and 

wood  ; 
For  sorow  he  wolde  have  seen  his  herte 

blood  ; 
Sith   that  ho  niighto  fhir  don  no  com- 

panye,  125 

He  no  roghte  not  a  mj-te  for  to  dj'e. 

So  feble  he  wcx,  for  hete  and  for  his  wo. 
That  nigh  he  swelt,  he  mighte  unuctho 

endure  ; 
He  passeth  but  00  steyre  in  dayes  two. 
But  ner  the  les,  for  al  his  hevy  armure,  131) 
He  foloweth  hir  that  is  his  lyves  cure  ; 
For  whos  departing  he  took  gretter  yre 
Tliaune  for  al  his  brenning  in  the  fyre. 

After  he  walkoth  softel.v  a  pas, 
Comployning,  that  hit  jiitewas  to  here.  135 
He  seyde,  ''O  lady  bright,  Venus  !  ahis  ! 
That  ever  so  wydo  a  compas  is  my  spore ! 
Alas  !  whan  shal  I  mete  yow,  herte  dere, 
This  twelfte  day  of  April  I  endure, 
Through  jelous  Phebus,  this  misaventure." 
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Now  fhelpe  god  sely  Venus  allone  !      141 
But,  as  god  wolde,  hit  happed  for  to  be, 
That,  whyl  that  Venus  weping  made  hir 

mono, 
C'j'lenius,  ryding  in  liis  ehovauchfe,       144 
Fro  Venus  valance  mighto  his  paleys  see, 
And  Venus  he  salueth,  and  makcth  chere, 
And  hir  recej^'cth  as  his  trend  iul  dere. 

Mars  dwelleth  forth  in  his  adversitee, 
Complej'ning  ever  on  liir  dopartinge  ; 
And  what   his   compU>3'ut   was,   rcmem- 

breth  me  ;  150 

And  therfore,  in  this  lusty  morweninge, 
As  I  best  can,  I  wol  hit  seyn  and  singe, 
And  after  that  I  wol  my  leve  take  : 
And  god  j-eve  every  wiglit  joj-e  of  his 

make ! 

The  Compleyut  of  Mars. 

The  Proem  0/ the  Compleijnt. 

*  The  ordre  of  complej-nt  requiretli  skil- 
fully, 155 
That  if  a  wight  shal  plej-ne  i)itousIj-, 
Ther  mot  be  caiase  wherfor  that  men 
plcyne  ; 
Or  men  may  deme  he  pleyneth  iolily 
And  causeles  ;  alas  !  that  am  not  I ! 
^^^le^for  the  ground  and  cause  of  al 
my  peyne,                                         160 
So  as  my  troubled  wit  niaj-  hit  ateyne, 
1  wol  reherse  ;  not  for  to  have  redresse. 
But  to  declare  my  ground  of  he^"inesse. 

Devotion. 

•'  The  firste  tyme,  alas  I  that  I  was  wroght,  j 
And  for  certeyn  efFectes  hider  broght  105 

By  him  that  lordetli  ech  intelligence, 
I  yaf  my  trewe  servise  and  my  thoght, 
For    evermore — how    dere    I    have    hit 
boght !— 
To  hir,  that  is  of  so  gret  excellence. 
That  what  wight  that  first  sheweth  his 
presence,  i;o 

When  she  is  wroth  and  taketh  of  him  no 

cure, 
Ho  may  not  louge  in  joye  of  love  endure. 

This  is  no  feyncd  mater  that  I  telle  ; 

My  lady  is  the  verrey  sours  and  welle         , 


Of  beaute,   lust,  fredom,   and  gentil- 

nesse,  1 75 

Of  richo  aray — how  dere  men  hit  selle  I — 

Of  al  disport  in  which  menfrcndlydwelle, 

Of  love  and  pley,  and  of  benigne  hum- 

blesse, 
Of  soune  of  instruments  of  al  swetnesse ; 
And  therto  so  wel  fortuned  and  thewed. 
That  through  the  world  hir  goodnesse  is 
y-shewed.  181 

Wliat  wonder  is  then,  thogh  that  I  bc- 

sette 
My  servise  on  suche  oon,  that  may  me 
knette 
To  wele   or  wo,   sith  hit  Ij-tli  in   hir 
might?  184 

Therfor  my  herte  for  ever  I  to  hir  hette  ; 
Ne  trewly,  for  my  dothe,  I  shal  not  lette 
To  ben  liir  trewest  scr\aunt  and  hir 

knight. 
I  flater  noght,   that  maj'   wite  every 
wight ; 
For  this  day  in  hir  sor\ise  shal  I  dye  ; 
But  grace  be,  I  see  hir  never  with  ye.    190 

.4  Lady  in /ear  and  tcoe. 

•  To  whom  shal  I  than  plejTie  of  my  dis- 

tresse  ? 
Who  may  me  helpe,  who  may  my  harm 
redresse  ? 

Shal  I  compleyne  unto  my  lady  free  ? 
Nay,  certes  !  for  she  hath  such  hevinesse, 
For  fere  and  eek  for  wo,  that,  as  I  gesse, 

In  litil  tjnne  hit  wol  hir  bane  be. 

Biit  were  she  sauf,  hit  wer  no  fors  of  mc, 
Alas  !  that  ever  lovers  mote  endure, 
For  love,  so  many  a  perilous  aventure  I 

For  thogh  so  be  that  lovers  be  as  trewe  jcd 
As  any  metal  that  is  forged  newe. 

In  mauj-  a  cas  hem  tydeth  ofte  sorowo, 

Somtj-me  hir  ladies  will  not  on  hem  rewC; 

Somtyme,  yif  that  jelosye  hit  knewe, 

They  mighten  lightly  leye  hir  heed  to 

borowe ;  '  205 

SomtjTue  cnvyous  folke    with   tunges 

horowe 

Depraven  hem  ;  alas  !    whom  may  they 

plese  ? 
But  he  be  fals,  no  lover  hath  his  ese. 
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But  wliat  availetli  sticlie  a  long  sermoun 
Of  avcutures  of  lovi?,  xip  and  ilonn  ?      210 

I  wol  returne  and  speken  of  mj'  pejTie  ; 
The  point  is  this  of  nij'  destruccioun, 
My  righte  lady,  my  salvacioun, 

Is  in  affray,  and  not  to  -whom'  to  pleyne. 

0  herte  swete,  O  lady  sovereyne  !       215 
For  your  disese,  wel  oghte  I  swoune  and 

swelte, 
Thogh  I  lion  other  harm  ne  dredo  felte. 

Instability  of  Happiness. 
T  To  what  fyn  made  the  god  that  sit  so 

Lye, 
Benethen  him,  love  other  companye, 
And  streyneth  folk  to  love,  malgre  hir 
hede  ?  220 

And  then  hir  joye,  for  oght  I  can  espye, 
Xe  lasteth  not  the  twinkeling  of  an  ye, 
And  somnie  lian  never  joye  til  they  he 

dede. 
What  meneth  this  ?  -what  is  this  misti- 
hede  ? 
M'Jierto  constreyneth  he  his  folk  so  fasto 
Thing  to  desj-re,  but  hit  shiilde  laste  'i  226 
And  thogh  he  made  a  lover  love  a  thing. 
And  maketh  hit  seme  stedfast  and  during, 
Yet  putteth  he  in  hit  such  misaventure. 
That  reste  nis  thcr  noon  in  his  yeving.  230 
And  that  is  wonder,  that  so  just  a  king 
Doth  such  hardnesse  to  his  creature. 
Thus,  whether  love  breke  or  elles  dure, 
Algates  he  that  hath  with  love  to  done 
Hath  ofter  wo  then  changed  is  the  mone. 
Hit  semeth  he  hath  to  lovers  enmite,  236 
And  l\k  a  fissher,  as  men  alday  may  see, 
Baiteth  his  angle-hook  with  som  ples- 
aunce. 
Til  mony  a  fish  is  wood  til  that  he  be  239 
Sesed  ther-with  ;  and  then  at  erst  hath  he 
Al  his   desyr,   and   thcr-with   al   niis- 

chaunce ; 
And   thogh  the  Ij-ne  breke,   he   hath 
penaunce  ; 
For  with. the  hoke  he  wounded  is  so  sore, 
That  he  his  wages  hath  for  over-more. 

The  Brooch  of  'lliebes. 

T  The  broche  of  Thebes  was  of  suche  a 
kinde,  245 

So  fill  of  rubies  and  of  stones  Inde, 


That  every  wight,  that  sette  on  hit  an 

He  wendc   anon  to   worthe  out   of  his 

minde  ; 
So  sore  the  beaute  woldo  his  herte  bintie. 
Til  he  hit  hadde,  him  thoghte  he  mostc 

dye  ;  2~f> 

And  whan  that  hit  was  his,  than  shuldo 

he  drye 
Such  wo  for  drede,  ay  whyl  that  ho  hit 

hadde, 
That   welnigh    for    the   fere   he    shuldo 

madde. 

And  whan  hit  was  fro  his  possessioim. 
Than  had  he  double  wo  and  passioun   255 

For  he  so  fair  a  tresor  had  forgo  ; 
But  yet  this  broche,  as  in  conclusiouu, 
Was  not  the  cause  of  this  confusioun  ; 

But  he  that  wroghte  hit  enfortuned  hit 
so. 

That   every  wight  that  had  hit  shulil 
have  wo  ;  260 

And  therfor  in  the  worcher  was  the  vyce, 
And  in  the  covetour  that  was  so  nyce. 

So  fareth  hit  by  lovers  and  by  me  ; 
For  tliogh  my  lady  have  so  gret  beaute. 
That  I  was  mad   til  I  had  gete  hir 
grace,  265 

She  was  not  cause  of  nijai  adversitee, 
But  he  that  wroghte  hir,   also    mot  I 
thee. 
That  putte  suche  a  beaute  in  hir  face. 
That  made  me  to  covete  and  i)iirchace 
Myn    owne   deth ;    him   wj'to   I   that    I 
dye,  270 

And  myn  unwit,  that  ever  I  clouib  so 
hye 

An  Appeal  for  tSyiitpathij. 

li'  But  to  yow,  hardy  kuightes  of  rcnoun, 
Sin  that  yo  bo  of  my  divisioun, 

Al  be  I  not  worthy  fso  grete  a  name, 
Yet,  sejTi  these  clerkcs,  I  am  your  pa- 
troun  ;  275 

Ther-for  ye  oghte  have  som  compassiouu 

Of  my  diseso,  and  take  it  noght  a-game. 

The  proudest  of  yow  may  be  mad  ful 
tame  ; 
"Wlierfor  I  prey  yow,  of  your  ge)itilesse. 
That  ye  compleyne  for  myn  heviiiesiie,  aSo 
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And  ye,  my  ladies,  that  ben  trewo  and 

stable, 
By  way  of  kinde,  ye  oghten  to  bo  able 

To  have  pite  of  iblk  that  bo  in  peyne  : 
Xow  liavo  ye  cause  to  clothe  yow  in  sable  ; 
Sith  that  your  ompcrice,  the  honorable. 
Is  dosolat,  wcl  oghte  ye  to  pleyne  ;   286 
Xow  shuld  your  holy  teres  falle  and 
reyne. 
Alas  !  yonr  honour  and  your  eniperice, 
Nigh   deed  for  drode,   ne   can    hir    not 
chevise. 


ComplojTicth  ock,  ye  havers,  al  in-l'ere.  2C)>^ 
Forhirthat,  with  unfcyned humble cliero, 

Was  ever  redy  to  do  yow  socour  ; 
Complcyneth  hir  that  ever  liath  liad  yow 

dere  ; 
Compleyneth  beaute,  fredom,  .and  manere ; 
Compleynetli  hir  that  endeth  your  la- 
bour ;  295 
Compleyneth   thilke    ensample    of   al 
honour, 
That  never  dido  but  al  gentilosse  ;        297 
Kytheth  therfor  on  hir  som  kindenesse.' 
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Tni;  lyf  so  short,  the  craft  so  long  to  lome, 
Th'assay  so  hard,  so  sharp  the  conquering, 
The  dredful  joye,  that  alwcy  slit  so  yemc, 
Al  this  mene  I  by  love,  that  my  feling  4 
Astonyeth  with  his  wonderful  worching 
So  sore  y-wis,  that  whan  I  on  him  thinke, 
Xat  wot  I  wel  whcr  that  I  wake  or  winke. 

For  al  be  that  I  knowe  not  love  in  dede, 
Ne  wot  how  that  he  quyieth  folk  hir  hyre. 
Yet  haj>pcth  me  ful  oftc  in  bokes  rede  10 
Of  his  miracles,  and  his  cruel  jto  ; 
Ther  rede  I  wel  he  wol  be  lord  and  sj-re, 
I  dar  not  seyn,  his  strokes  been  so  sore. 
But  god  save  s^vich   a  lord  !   I  can  no 
more. 

Of  usage,  what  for  luste  what  for  lore,  15 
On  bokes  rede  I  oftc,  as  I  yow  tolde. 
But  wherfor^;hat  I  speke  al  this?  not  j-ore 
Agon,  hit  happed  mo  for  to  beholde 
Upon  a  boke,  was  ■\\xite  with  lettres  olde  ; 
And  ther-upon,acerteyn  tiling  tolernc.20 
The  longe  day  ful  faste  I  radde  and  yerne. 

For  out  of  olde  feldes,  as  men  seith, 
Cometh  al  this  newe  com  fro  yeer  to  yere  ; 
And  out  of  olde  bokes,  in  good  feith, 
Cometh  al  this  newe  science  that  men 
lere.  2^ 


But  now  to  purpos  as  of  this  matere — 
To  rede  forth  hit  gan  mo  so  dolj"te, 
That  al  the  day  mo  thoughte  biit  a  lyto. 

This  book  of  which  I  make  mencionn, 
Entitled  was  al  thus,  as  I  shal  telle,      50 
'  TuUius  of  the  dreme  of  Scipionn  '  ; 
Chapitres  seven  hit  hadde,  of  lievene  an'l 

hello, 
And    erthe,    and    soules    that    thorinno 

dwelle, 
Of  whicho,  as  shortly  as  I  can  liit  trete,  34 
Of  his  sentence  I  wol  you  seyn  tlie  grote. 

First  telleth  hit,  whan  Scipioun  was  come 
In  Afrik,  how  he  mette  Massinisse, 
That  him  for  joye  in  armes  hath  y-nome. 
Than  telleth  -jhit  hir  speche  and  al  tho 

blisse 
That  was  betwix  hem,  til  the  day  gan 

misse  ;  40 

And  how  his  auncestre,  African  so  dere, 
Gan  in  his  slope  that  night  to  him  appere. 

Than  telleth  hit  that,  fro  a  sterry  place, 
How  African  hath  him  Cartage  shewed, 
And  warned  liim  before  of  al  his  grace.  45 
And  seyde  liim,  what  man,  lored  other 

lowed, 
Tliat  loveth  comun  profit,  wel  y-thewed, 
He  shal  unto  a  blisful  place  wende, 
Ther  as  joye  is  that  last  withouten  en^  le. 
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-Thau  askoil  he,  if  folk  that  licer  he  ilede 
Have  lyf  and  dwelliiigin  another  xilace ;  51 
And  African  seyde,  '  ye,  •n-ithovite  drede,' 
And  that  our  present  worldes  Ij-ves  space 
Nis  hnt  a  nianer  deth,  -what  wey  we  trace, 
And  rightful  folk  shal  go,  after  they  dye, 
To  heven ;  and  shewed  him  the  galaxye.  56 

Than  shewed  he  him  the  litel  erthe,  that 

heer  is, 
At  regard  of  the  hevenes  quantite  ; 
And  after  shewed  he  liini  the  nyne  speres, 
And  after  that  the  melodye  herde  he     60 
That  cometh  of  thilke  speres  thryes  three. 
That  welle  is  of  musyke  and  melodye 
In  this  world  heer,  and  cause  of  armonye. 

Than  had  he  him,  sin  erthe  was  so  lyte, 
And  ful  of  torment  and  of  harde  grace,  65 
That   he   ne   shulde   him   in   the   world  i 

delyte. 
Tlian  tolde  he  him,  in  certeyn  yeres  space. 
That  every  sterre  shulde  como  into  his 

place 
Ther  hit  was  first ;  and  al  shulde  oiit  of 

minde  69 

Tliat  in  this  worlde  is  don  of  al  mankinde. 

Than  prayde  him.  Scipioun  to  telle  him  al 
Tlie  wey  to  come  \\n-to  that  hevene  hlisse  : 
And  he  seyde,  'know  thy-self  first  im- 
mortal. 
And  loke  ay  hcsily  thou  werke  and  wisse 
To  comun  profit,  and  thou  shalt  nat  misse 
To  comen  swiftly  to  that  place  dere,  76 
That  ful  of  hlisse  is  and  of  soules  clere. 

But  hrekers  of  the  lawe,  soth  to  seyne, 
And  lecherous  folk,  after  that  they  he 

dede,  79 

Shul  alwey  whirle  ahoute  th'erthe  in  peyne, 
Til  many  a  world  he  jiassed,  out  of  drede. 
And  than,  for-yeven  alle  hir  wikked  dede, 
Thau  shul  they  come  unto  that  blisful 

place. 
To  which  to  comen  god  thee  sende  his 

grace  ! ' — 

The  day  gan  failen,  and  the  derke  night, 
Tluit  reveth  hestes  from  hir  besinesse,    86 
Berafte  me  my  book  for  lakke  of  light. 
And  to  my  bedde  I  gan  me  for  to  dresse, 
Fnlfild  of  thought  and  besy  hevinesse  ; 


For  bothe  I  haddo  thing  which  that  I 
nolde,  uci 

And  eek  I  ne  hadde  that  thing  that  I 
woldc. 

But  fynally  my  sjiirit,  at  the  laste, 
For-wery  of  my  labour  al  the  day. 
Took  rest,  that  made  me  to  slepe  fasto, 
And  in  my  slepo  I  metto,  as  I  lay,  9- 

How  African,  right  in  that  selfo  aray 
That     Scipioun    liira    saw    before    that 

tyde, 
Was  comen,  and  stood  right  at  my  beddos 

sj-de. 

The  wery  hunter,  slepinge  in  his  bed. 
To  wode  ayein  his  minde  goth  anoon  :  nx> 
The  jugc    dremeth    how   his   plees    ben 

sped ;   • 
The  carter  dremeth  how  his  cartes  goon ; 
The  riche,  of  gold  ;  the  knight  fight  with 

his  foon, 
Tlie  seke  met  he  drinketh  of  the  tonne  : 
The  lover  met  he  hath  his  lady  wonne.  105 

Can  I  nat  seyn  if  that  the  caiise  were 

For  I  had  red  of  African  beforn, 

That  made  me  to  mete  that  he  stood 

there  •, 
But  thus  seyde  he,  '  thou  hast  thee  so 

wel  bom 
In  loking  of  myn  oldc  book  to-torn,     1 10 
Of  which  Macrobie  roghte  nat  a  lyte, 
Tliat    somdel    of   thy    labour    wolde    I 

quyto  ! ' — 

Citherea  !  thou  blisful  lady  sweto. 
That  with  thy  fyr-brand  dauntest  whom 

thee  lest, 
And  madest  me  this  sweven  for  to  mete, 
Be  thou  my  help  in  this,  for  thou  mayst 

best;  nrt 

As  wisly  as  I  saw  thee  north-north-west. 
When  I  began  my  sweven  for  to  wryto, 
So  yif  me  might  to  ryme  hit  and  endyte  ! 

The  Story. 
This  forseid  African  me  hente  anoon.  i  jo 
And  forth  with  him  unto  a  gate  broghtc 
Right  of  a  parke,  walled  with  grenc  stoon: 
And   over   the  gate,   with   lettres   large 

y-wroghte, 
Ther  weren  vers  y-writen,  as  me  thoghte, 
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On  c.vtlier  lialfc,  of  ful  grot  difference,  1J5 
Ot  which  I  shal  yow  sey  the  pleyn  sen- 
tence. 

'  Thorgh  me  men  goon  in-to  that  blisful 

l>lace 
Of  hertes  hele  and  dedly  wonndes  cure  ; 
Thurgli  mo  men  goon  nnto  the  welle  of 

Grace, 
Ther  grene  and    lusty   May   shal    ever 

endure ;  130 

This  is  the  wey  to  al  good  aventure  ; 
Bo  glad,  thou  reder,  and  thj-  sorwe  of- 

caste, 
Al   open   am   I  ;    passe   in,   and   liy   the 

faste : ' 

'  Thorgh  me  men  goon,"  than  spak  that 

other  syde, 
'  Unto  the  mortal  strokes  of  the  spere,  135 
Of  which  Disda5Ti   and  Daunger  is  the 

Tlier  tree  shal  never  fruit  ne  loves  bore. 
Tliis  streem  yon  ledcth  to  the  sorwfal 

were, 
Ther  as  the  fish  in  prison  is  al  drye  ; 
Th'eschewing  is  only  the  remedye.'      140 

Thisevers  of  gold  and  blak  y-writenwere, 
The  whiche  I  gan  a  stounde  to  beholde, 
For  with  that  oon  encresed  ay  my  fere, 
Andwiththatothergan  myn  herte  bolde: 
That  oon  me  hette,  that  other  did  me 
colde,  145 

No  wit  had  I,  for  eri-our,  for  to  chese. 
To  entre  or  flee,  or  me  to  save  or  lose. 

Eight  as,  betwixen  adamauntes  two 
Of  even  might,  a  pece  of  iren  y-set,      149 
That  hath  no  might  to  move  to  ne  fro — 
For  what  that  on  may  hale,  that  other 

let— 
Ferde  I,  that  niste  whether  me  was  bet, 
To  entre  or  leve,  tU.  African  my  gyde 
Mo    hente,  and   shoof   in    at   the   gates 

wjde. 

And  seyde,  '  hit  stondeth  writen  in  thy 
face,  155 

Thjni  errour,  though  thou  telle  it  not  to 
me  ; 

But  dred  thee  nat  to  come  in-to  this 
place, 


For  this  wryting  is   no-thing  ment  by 

thee, 
Ne  by  noon,  but  he  Loves  sen'ant  be  ; 
For  thon  of  love  hast  lost  thy  tast,   I 

gesse,  160 

As  seek  man  hatli  of  swete  and  bitter- 

nesse. 

But    natheles,   al-though   that   thou  be 

dulle, 
Yit  that  thou  canst  not  do,  yit  mayst 

thou  see  : 
For  many  a  man   that  may  not  stonde 

a  pulle, 
Yit   lyketh    him    at    the    wrastling    for 

to  be,  165 

And  demetli  yit  wher  he  do  bet  or  he  ; 
And  if  thou  haddest  cunning  for  fendyte, 
I  shal  thee  shewen  mater  of  to  wrj'te.' 

With  that  my  hond  in  his  he  took  anoon. 
Of  which  I  comfort  caughte,  and  wente 
.    in  faste  ;  170 

But  lord  !  so  I  was  glad  and  wel  begoon  I 
For  over-al,  wher  that  I  myn  eyen  caste. 
Were  trees  clad  with  leves  that  ay  shal 

laste. 
Echo  in  his  kinde,  of  colour  fresh  and 

grene 
As  emeraude,  that  joye  was  to  sene.     175 

Tlie  bilder  ook,  and  eok  the  hardy  asshe  : 
Tlie  piler  elm,  the  cofre  unto  careyne  ; 
The    boxtree    piper ;    holm    to   whippes 

lasslie  ; 
The    sayling    firr  ;    the   cipres,    deth   to 

pleyne  ;  179 

The  sheter  ew,  the  asp  for  shaftes  pleyne  ; 
The  olyve  of  pees,  and  eek  the  drunken 

vjme. 
The  victor  palm,  the  laurer  to  devyne. 

A  garden  saw  I,  ful  of  blosmy  bowes, 
Upon  a  river,  in  a  grene  mode,  184 

Ther  as  that  swetnesse  evermore  y-now  is, 
With  floures  whj'te,  blewe,  yelowe,  and 

rede  ; 
And  colde  welle-stremes,  no-thing  dede, 
That  swommen  ful  of  smale  fisshes  lighte. 
Withfinnes  rede  and  scales  silver-brighte. 

On  every  bough  the  briddes  herde  I  singe. 
With  voys  of  aungel  in  hir  armonye,  igi . 
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Bom   besyetl   hem    liir    l.riddes   forth   to  1 

l)ringe  ; 
The  litel  couyes  to  liir  pley  g:iiiiue  liye, 
And  further  al  ahoute  I  gan  espye 
Ihe  dredful  roo,  the  bwk,  the  hert  and 

hinde,  i95 

Sqiierels,  and  bestes  smale  of  gentilkinde. 

Of  instruments  of  strenges  in  acord 
Herdc  I  so  pleye  a  ravissliing  swetnesse, 
That  god,  that  makex-  is  of  al  and  lord, 
Ne  herde  never  better,  as  I  gesse  ;        200 
Ther^vith  a  wind,  nnnethe  hit  might  be 

Icsse, 
Made  in  the  leves  grene  a  noise  softe 
Acordant  to  the  foules  souge  on-lofte. 

The  air  of  that  place  so  attempre  was 
That  never  was  grevaiince   of  hoot  ne 

cold ;  205 

Ther  wex  eek  every  holsoni  spyce  and 

gras, 
Ne  no  man  may  ther  wexe  seek  ne  old  ; 
Yet  was  ther  joye  more  a  thousand  fold 
Then  man  can  telle ;  ne  never  wolde  it 

nighte. 
But  ay  cleer  day  to  anj'  mannes  sighte. 

Under  a  tree,  besyde  a  welle,  I  say        211 
Cupyde  our  lord  liis  arwes  forge  and  fyle  ; 
And  at  his  fete  his  bowe  al  redy  lay, 
And  wel  his  doghter  tempred  al  the  whyle 
The  hedes  in  the  welle,  and  with   hir 

■\vyle  215 

She  couched  hem  after  as  thpy  shulde 

serve, 
Som  for  to  sleo,  and  soni  to  wounde  and 

kerve. 

Tho  was  I  war  of  Plesaunce  anon-right, 
And  of  Aray,  and  Lust,  and  Curtesye  ; 
And  of  the  Craft  that  can  and  hath  the 

might  220 

To  doon  by  force  a  wight  to  do  folye — 
Disfigurat  was  she,  I  nil  not  lye  ; 
And  by  him-self,  under  an  oko,  I  gesse, 
Sawe  I   Delyt,  that  stood  with  Gentil- 

nesse. 
I  saw  Beautee,  withoutcn  any  atyr,       225 
And  Youthe,  ful  of  game  and  lolyte, 
Fool-hardinesse,  Flatory,  and  Desyr, 
Messagerye,  and  Mode,  and  other  three — 
Hir  names shul nogbt here betold forme — 


And  upon  pilers  grete  of  jasper  longo  230 
I  saw  a  temple  of  Jiras  y-founded  stronge. 

Aboute  the  temple  daunceden  alway 
Wommen  y-nowe,  of  whiche  somnio  ther 

were 
Faire  of  hem-self,  and   somme   of  hem 

were  gay ; 
In    kirtels,    al    disshevele,   wente    they 

there —  235 

That  was  hir  office  alwey,  yeer  by  yere — 
And  on  the  temple,  of  doves  whyte  and 

faire 
Saw  I  sittinge  many  a  hundred  paire 

Before  the  teniple-dore  ful  soberly 
Dame  Pees  sat,  with  a  curteyn   in  hir 

bond  :  240 

And  hir  besyde,  wonder  discretly. 
Dame  Pacience  sitting  ther  I  fond 
With  face  pale,  upon  an  hUle  of  sond  ; 
And  alder-next,  within   and   eek  with- 

oute,        •  244 

Behest  and  Art,  and  of  hir  folke  a  route. 

I  Within  the  temple,  of  syghes  bote  as  fyr 
I  herde  a  swogli  that  gan  aboute  renne  ; 
Wliicli  syghes  were  engendred  with  desyr. 
That  maden  every  auter  for  to  brenne 
Of  newe  flaume  ;  and  wel  aspyed  I  thenne 
That  al  the  cause  of  sorwes  that  they 
drye  ^5' 

Com  of  the  bitter  goddesse  Jalousye. 

j  The  god  Priapus  saw  I.  as  I  wente, 

I  Within   the  temple,   in   soverajTi   place 

stoiide. 
In   swich   aray   as  whan   the   asse  liim 

shente  -55 

With  crye  by  night,  and  with  his  ceptre 

in  honde ; 
Ful  besily  men  giinne  assaye  and  fonde 
Upon  his  hede  to  sette,  of  ^ondry  hewe, 
Garlondes  ful  of  fresshe  floiires  newe. 

And  in  a  privee  corner,  in  disporte,     260 
Fond  I  Venus  and  liir  porter  Richesse, 
That  was  fnl  noble  and  hauteyn  of  hir 

porte  ; 
Derk  was  that  place,  but  afterward  light- 

nesse 
I  saw  ii  lyto,  unnctho  hit  might  be  lesse, 
And  on  a  bed  of  golde  she  lay  to  rcste,  265 
Til  that  the  hote  sonnc  gan  to  weste. 
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Hir  Rilte  heres  with  a  goWon  threde 
Y-lx>nnden  wero,  nntresseil  as  she  lay, 
And  naked  fro  tlie  breste  xinto  the  hede 
Men  might  hir  see  ;  and,  sothly  for  to 
say,  370 

The  remennnt  wel  kevered  to  my  pay 
Eight  with  a  subtil  kerchef  of  Valence, 
Ther  was   no  thikker   cloth   of   no   de- 
fence. 

The  place  yaf  a  thousand  savours  swote, 
And  Bachus,  god  of  ^vyn,  sat  hir  besj^de, 
And   Ceres   next,   that   doth   of  hunger 
~    bote ;     *  276 

And,  as  I  seide,  amiddes  lay  Cipryde, 
To  whom    on    knees  two  yonge  folkes 

cryde 
To  ben  hir  help  ;  but  thus  I  leet  hir  lye. 
And  ferther  in  the  temple  I  gan  espye 

That,  in  dispyte  of  Diane  the  chaste,  281 
Ful  many  a  liowe  y-broko  heng  on  the 

wal 
Of  maydens,  snche  as  gunne  hir  tymes 

waste 
In  hir  ser^yse  ;  and  peynted  over  al 
Of  many  a  stoiy,  of  which  I  touclte  shal 
A  fewe,  as  of  Calixte  and  Athalaunte,  286 
And  many  a  mayde,  of  which  the  name  I 

wante  ; 

Semyramiis,  Candacc,  and  Ercules, 
Biblis,  Dido,  Tisbe  and  Piramus, 
Tristram,  Isoude,  Paris,  and  Achilles,  290 
Elejnie,  Cleopatre,  and  Troihis, 
SUla,  and  eek  the  moder  of  Komulus — 
Alle  these  were  peynted  on  that  other 

syde. 
And  al  hir  love,  and  in  what  plj-te  they 

dyde. 

^\^lan  I  was  oome  aj-en  into  the  place  295 
That  I  of  spak,  that  was  so  swote  and 

grene, 
Forth  welk  I  tho,  my-selven  to  solace. 
Tho  was   I   war  wher  that   ther  sat   a 
^      quene 

That,  as  of  light  the  somer-sonne  shene 
Passeth  the  sterre,  right  so  over  mesure 
She  fairer  was  than  any  creature.         301 

And  in  a  launde,  upon  an  hille  of  floures, 
Was  set  this  noble  goddesse  Nature  ; 

E 


Of  braunches  were  hir  hnlles   and   hir 

bouros, 
Y-wrought  after  hir  craft  and  hir  mesure  ; 
No   thor   nas   foul   that    cometh   of    en- 

gcndrurc,  306 

That  they  nc  were  prest  in  hir  presence. 
To  take  hir  doom  and  yeve  hir  audience. 

For  this  was  on  sejTit  Valentynes  day, 
"WTian   every  foul  cometh  ther  to  chese 

his  make,  310 

Of  every  kinde,  that  men  thenke  may  ; 
And   that    so   huge    a   noyse   gan  they 

make, 
Tliat  erthe  and  see,  and  tree,  and  every 

lake 
So  ful  was,  that  unnethe  was  ther  space 
For  me  to  stonde,  so  fol  was  al  the  place. 

And  right  as  Aleyn,   in  the   Pleynt   of 
Kinde,  316 

Devjseth  Nature  of  aray  and  face, 
In  swich  aray  men  mighte[n]  hir  ther 

fiude. 
Tliis  noble  emperesse,  ftil  of  grace. 
Bad  every  foul  to  take  his  owne  place,  320 
As   they  wore   wont   alwej-  fro   yeer   to 

yero, 
Seynt  Valentynes  day,  to  stonden  there. 

That  is  to  sey,  the  foules  of  ravyne 
Were   hyest  set ;    and  than   the  foules 

smale. 
That  eten  as  hem  nature  wolde  enclyne, 
As  worm,  or  thing  of  whiche  I  telle  no 

tale ;  326 

But  water-foul  sat  lowest  in  the  dale  ; 
And  foul  that  liveth  by  seed  sat  on  the 

gi-ene. 
And  that   so  fele,  that  wonder  was  to 

sene. 

Ther  mighto  men  the  royal  egle  finde. 
That  with  his  sharpe  look  pcrceth  the 

Sonne ;  33' 

And  other  egles  of  a  lower  kinde, 
Of  which  that  clerkes  wel  devj-sen  conne. 
Ther  was  the  tyraunt  with  his  fothres 

donne 
And  greye,   I   mene  the   goshauk,    that 

doth  pyne  335 

To  briddes  for  his  outrageous  ravyne. 
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The   geiitil  fancon,    that    with    his   feet 

ilistreyneth 
The  kinges  hond  ;  the  hardy  sperhauk 

eke, 
The  qnayles  foo  ;  the  merlion  that  peyneth 
Him-self  fill  ofte,  the  larke  for  to  seke  ; 
Ther    was    the    douve,    with    hir    eyen 

meke  ;  34  > 

The  jalous  swan,   ayens   his   deth    that 

singeth  ; 
The  onle   eck,    that   of  dethe   the   bode 

bringeth  ; 

The  crane  the  geaunt,  with  his  trompes 
soune ; 

The  theef,  the  chogh  ;  and  eek  the  jang- 
ling pye ;  345 

The  scorning  jay ;  the  eles  foo,  the 
heroune  ; 

The  false  lapwing,  ful  of  treclierye  ; 

Tlie  stare,  that  the  connseyl  can  bewrj-e  ; 

Tlic  tame  ruddok  ;  and  the  coward  kyte  ; 

The  cok,  that  orloge  is  of  thorpes  Ij-te  ;  350 

The  sparow,  Venns  sone  ;  the  nightin- 
gale. 

That  clepcth  forth  the  fresshe  leves  newe  ; 

The  swalow,  niordrer  of  the  flj-es  smale 

That  maken  hony  of  floures  fresshe  of 
hewe  ; 

The  wedded  turtel,  with  hir  herte  trewe  ; 

The  pecok,  with  his  aungels  fethres 
brighte  ;  35(1 

The  fesaunt,  scorner  of  the  cok  by  nighte  : 

Tlie  waker  goos  ;  the  cnkkow  ever  nn- 

kinde  ; 
The  popinjay,  ful  of  delicasye  ; 
The  drake,  stroyer  of  his  ownc  kinde  ;  360 
Tlic  stork,  the  wreker  of  avonterj-e  ; 
The  hote  cormeraunt  of  glotonye  ; 
The  raven  wys,   tlie  crow  with  vois   of 

care  ; 
The  throstel  olde  ;  the  frosty  feldefare. 

AVhat  shulde  I  seyn  ?  of  fonles  evorj' 
kinde  365 

That  in  this  worlde  han  fethres  and 
statnre. 

Men  mighten  in  that  place  assembled 
finrle 

Before  the  noble  goddesse  Nature. 

And  cverich  of  hem  did  his  besy  cure 


Benigntdy  to  chese  or  for  to  take,  370 

By  hir  acord,  his  formel  or  his  make. 

But  to  the  poynt — Nature  held  on  hir 

honde 
A  formel  egle,  of  shap  the  gentileste 
That  ever  she  among  hir  werkes  fonde, 
The  most  benigne  and  the  goodliestc  ; 
In  hir  was  evei'y  vertu  at  his  reste,       376 
So  ferforth,    that    Nature    hir-self   had 

blisse 
To  loke  on  hir,  and  ofte  hir  bek  to  kisse. 

Natiire,  the  vicaire  of  th'almyf;hty  lordo. 
That  hoot,  cold,  hevy,  light,  [and]  moist 

and  dreye  380 

Hath  knit  by  even  notimbre  of  acorde. 
In  esy  vois  began  to  speke  and  seye, 
'  FoiTles,   tak  hede   of   my    sentence,    I 

preye, 
And,  for  your  ese,  in  furthering  of  your 

nede,  3*^4 

As  faste'as  I  may  speke,  I  wol  me  spede. 

Ye  know  wel  how,  seynt  Valentynes  day. 
By  my  statut  and  through  my  gover- 

naunce, 
Ye  come  for  to  chese — and  flee  your  way — 
Your  makes,  as  I  prik  yow  with  plesannce. 
But  natheles,  my  rightful  ordenaunce  39*1 
May  I  not  lete,  for  al  this  world  to  winne. 
That  he  that  most  is  worthy  shal  begiuue. 

The  tercel  egle,  as  that  ye  knowen  wel, 
Tlie  i'oul  royal  above  yow  in  degree. 
The  wyse  and  worthy,  secree,   trewe  as 

stel,  395 

The  which  I  f  formed  have,  as  ye  may  see, 
In  every  part  as  hit  best  lyketh  me. 
Hit  nedeth  noght  his  shap  yow  to  devyse. 
He  shal  first  chese  and  speken  in  his 

gyse. 

And  after  him,  by  order  shul  ye  chese,  400 
After  your  kinde,  everich  as  yow  lyketh. 
And,  as  your  hap  is,  shul  ye  winne  or 

lese  ; 
But  which   of  yow  that   love   most  en- 

tryketh, 
God  scndo  him  hir  that  sorest  for  him 

syketh.' 
And  therwith-al  the  tercol  gan  she  calle, 
And  scyde,   '  my  sone,   the  choys   is   to 

thee  falle.  4'^^ 
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Bnt  natheles,  in  this  condicioun 
Mot  be  the  chojs  of  evericli  that  is  here, 
That  she  agree  to  his  eloccioun,  409 

Who-so  lie  be  that  shulde  been  hir  fere  ; 
This  is  our  usiigc  alwey,  fro  yeer  to  yere  ; 
And  who  so  may  at  this  time  have  his 

grace, 
In  blisful  tyme  he  com  in-to  this  place.' 

With  hed  enclyned  and  with  ful  humble 

chero 
This  royal  tercel  spak  and  taried  nought  ; 
•  Unto  my  soverej-n  lady,  and  noglit  my 

fere,  4,6 

I  chcse,  and  chose  with  wille  and  lierte 

and  thought, 
The   formel    ou    your    liond    so    wel    y- 

WTOUght, 

Wlios  I  am  al  and  ever  wol  hir  serve, 
Do  what  hir  list,  to  do  me  live  or  sterve. 

Beseching  hir  of  mercy  and  of  grace,  42 1 
As  she  that  is  my  lady  sovereyne  ; 
Or  let  me  dye  present  in  this  place. 
For  certes,  long  may  I  not  live  in  peyne  ; 
For  in  myn  herte  is  corven  every  vej-ne  ; 
Havingreward[al]only  to  my  trouthe,  426 
My  dere  herte,  have  on  my  wo  som 
routhe. 

-■Vnd  if  that  I  to  hir  be  founde  untrewe, 
Disobeysaunt,  or  wilful  negligent, 
Avauutour,  or  in  proces  love  a  newe,   430 
I  pray  to  you  this  be  my  jugement, 
That  with  these  foules  I  be  al  to-rent, 
Tliat  ilke  day  that  ever  she  nie  finde 
To  hir  untrewe,  or  in  my  gilte  unkinde. 

And  sin  that  noon  loveth  hir  so  wel  as  I, 
Al  be  she  never  of  love  me  behette,  4^6 
Than   oghte   she   be   myn    thourgh    hir 

mercy, 
For  other  bond  can  I  noon  ou  hir  knette. 
For  never,  for  no  wo,  ne  slial  I  letto  439 
To  serven  hir,  how  fer  so  that  she  wende  : 
Scy  what  yow  list,  my  tale  is  at  an  ende.' 

Right  as  the  fresshe,  rede  rose  newe 
Ayen  the  somer-sonne  coloured  is, 
Right  so  for  shame   al  wexen  gan   the 

hewe 
Of  this  formel,  whan  she  herde  f^l  this  ; 
She  neyther  auswerde    '  wel,'    ue   seyde 

amis.  446 


So  sore  alwisshotl  was  she,  til  that  Nature 
Seyde,  '  doghter,  dredo  j-ow  noght,  1  yow 
assure. ' 

Another  tercel  eglo  spak  anoon 

Of  lower "kinde,   and  seyde,    'that   shal 

not  be  ;  ^^y 

I  love  hir  bet  than  ye  do,  by  sej-nt  .John, 
Or  atte  leste  I  love  hir  as  wel  as  ye  ; 
And  lenger  have  served  liir,  in  my  degree, 
And  if  she  shulde  have  loved  lor  long 

loving,  454 

To  mo  allone  had  been  the  guerdoning. 

I  dar  eek  seye,  if  she  me  finde  fals, 
Unkinde,  jaugler,  or  rebel  any  ^vyse, 
Or  jalous,  do  me  hongen  by  the  hals  ! 
And  but  I  here  me  in  hir  servyse 
As  wel  as  that  my  wit  can  me  sufiyse,  460 
Fro  poynt  to  poynt,  hir  honour  for  to 

save, 
Tak  she  my  lyf,  and  al  the  good  I  have.' 

The  thridde  tercel  egle  answerde  tho, 
'  Now,  sirs,  ye  seen  the  litel  leyser  here  ; 
For  every  foul  cryeth  out  to  been  a-go  465 
Forth  with  his  make,  or  with  his  lady 

dere  ; 
And  eek  Nature  hir-self  ne  wol  nought 

here, 
For  tarj-ing  here,  noght  half  that  I  wolde 

,      seye ; 
And  but  I  speke,  I  mot  for  sorwe  deye. 

Of  long  servyse  avaunte  I  me  no-thing, 
But  as  possible  is  me  to  dye  to-day  471 
F(ir  wo,  as  he  that  hath  ben  langmsshing 
Thise  twenty  winter,  and  wel  happen  may 
A  man  may  serven  bet  and  more  to  psy 
In  half  a  j-ere,al-though  hitwere  no  more. 
Than  som  man  doth  that  hath  served  ful 
yore.  476 

I  ne  say  not  this  by  me,  for  I  ne  can 
Do  no  ser^•yse  that  may  my  lady  plese  ; 
But  I  dar  seyn,  I  am  hir  trewest  man 
As  to  my  dome,  and  feynest  wolde  hir  ese  ; 
At  shorte  wordes,til  that  deth  me  sese,  481 
I  wol  ben  hires,  whether  I  wake  or  winke, 
And  trewe  in  al  that  herte  may  bethinke.* 

Of  al  my  l.^-f,  sin  that  day  I  was  bom, 
So  gentil  plee  in  love  or  other  thing    4,<?5 
Ne  herde  never  no  man  me  befom, 
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Wlio-[so]  that  hadde  leyser  and  couning 
For  to  reherse  liir  chere  and  liir  seeking  ; 
And  f  roiu  the  morwo  gnn  this  speche  laste 
Til  douuwarddrowthe  sonnewonderfaste. 

The  noyse  of  foules  for  to  bendeKvered  491 

So  lowde  rong,  '  have  doon  and  lot  iis 
wende ! ' 

That  wel  vende  I  the  -wode  had  al  to- 
shivered. 

'  Come  of  ! '  they  crj-de,  '  alias  !  ye  wil  us 
shende ! 

"Whan  shal  your  cursed  pleding  have  an 
ende  ?  495 

How  shulde  a  juge  cythor  party  leve, 

For  yee  or  nay,  with-outcn  any  preve  ?  ' 

The  goos,  the  cokkow,  and  the  doke  also 
So  cryden  '  kek,  kek  ! '  '  kulckow ! '  '  quek, 

quek  ! '  hyc, 
That  thorgh  myn  eres  the  noyse  wente  tho. 
The  goos  seyde,  '  al  this  nis  not  worth  a 

flye !  501 

But  I  can  shape  hereof  a  remedye, 
And  I  wol  sey  my  vcrdit  faire  and  swythe 
For   ■water-foul,    who-so    be    "wrooth    or 

blythe.' 

'And  I  for  worm-foul,'  seyde  the  fool 
cukkow,  505 

'  For  I  wol,  of  myn  owue  auctorite. 
For  comune  spedc,  take  the  charge  now. 
For  to  dt'livere  us  is  gret  charite. ' 
*  Ye  may  abyde  a  whyle  yet,  parde  !  ' 
Seide  the  turtel,  '  if  hit  be  your  wille  510 
A  v.'ight  may  speke,  him  were  as  good  be 
stille. 

I  am  a  seed-foul,  oon  the  unworthieste. 
That  wot  I  wel,  and  litel  of  kunuingo  ; 
But  bet  is  that  a  wightes  touge  reste 
Tlian  cntremeten  him  of  such  doinge  515 
Of  which  he  nej'ther  rede  can  nor  singe. 
And  who-so  doth,  ful  foule  himself  acloj-- 

eth, 
For  office  uncommitted  ofte  anoyeth.' 

Nature,  which  that  alway  had  an  ere 

To  murmour  of  the  lewcdncs  bohindc,  520 
■\Vith    facound    voj'S    seide,    '  hold    your 

tonges  there  ! 
And  I  shal  sone,  I  hope,  a  counseyl  iinde 
You  to  delivere,  »nd  fro  this  noyse  uu- 

binde ; 


I  juge,  of  everj'  i'olk  men  shal  oon  callo 
To  seyu  the  verdit  for  you  foules  alle.'5:J5 

Assented  were  to  this  conclusioun 
The  briddes  alio  ;  and  foules  of  ravyne 
Han  chosen  first,  by  pleyn  eleccioun, 
The  tercelet  of  tlie  faucon,  to  difFyno  529 
Al  hir  sentence,  and  as  him  list,  termyne; 
And  to  Nature  him  gonnen  to  presonte. 
And  she  accepteth  him  with  glad  entente. 

The  tercelet  seide  than  in  this  manere  : 
'  Ful  hard  were  hit  to  preve  hit  by  resoun 
Wlio  loveth  best  this  gentil  formel  here  ; 
For  everich  hath  swich  replicacioun,   536 
That    noon    by   skilles    may  be    broght 

a-doun  ; 
I  can  not  seen  that  arguments  avayle  ; 
Than  semeth  hit  ther  moste  be  batayle. ' 

'  Al  redy  ! '  quod  these  egles  tercels  tho. 
'  Nay,  sirs  !  '  quod  he,  '  if  that  I  dorste  it 

seye,  541 

Ye  doon  me  wrong,  my  tale  is  not  y-do  ! 
For  sirs,  ne  taketh  noght  a-gref,  I  preye, 
It  may  noght  gon,  as  ye  wolde,  in  this 

weye; 
Oure  is  the  voys  that  han  the  charge  in 

honde,  545 

And  to  the  juges  dome  j-e  moten  stonde  ; 

And  therfor  pees  !  I  seye,  as  to  my  wit. 
Me  woldo  thinke  how  that  the  worthiesto 
Of  knighthode,  and  lengest  hath  used  hit, 
Moste  of  estat,  of  blode  the  gontileste,  550 
Were  sittingest  for  hir,  if  that  hir  lestc; 
And  of  these  tliree  she  wot  hir-self,  Itrowe, 
Wliich  that  he  be,  for  liit  is  light  to 
knowe.' 

Tlie  water-foules  han  her  hedes  leyd 
Togeder,  and  of  short  avysement,  555 

Whan  everich  had  his  large  goleo  seyd, 
Thej'  seyden  sothly,  al  by  oon  asscut. 
How  that  '  the  goos,  with  hir  facounde 

gent. 
That  so  desyreth  to  pronounce  our  nede, 
Shal  telle  our  tale,'  and  prcjde  '  god  hir 

spode. '  560 

And  for  these  water-foules  tho  began 
TJic  goos  to  speke,  and  in  liir  cakcliuge 
She   seyde,   '  pees !  now  tak   kepo  every 
nian, 
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And   herkenetli   whith    a    reson    I  slml 

hringe  ; 
My  wit  is  sharp,  I  love  no  taryinge  ;     565 
I  seye,  I  rode  him,  though  he  were  my 

brother. 
But    she    wol    love    him,    hit    him   love 

another ! ' 

'  Lo  here  !  a  jmrfit  reson  of  a  goos  !  ' 
Quod  the  sperhauk  ;  '  never  mot  she  thee ! 
Lo,  awicli  hit  is  to  have  a  tonge  loos !  570 
Now  parde,  fool,   yd  were   hit  bet   for 

thee 
Have   holde  thj'  pees,  than  shewed  thy 

nyceto ! 
Hit  lyth  not  in  his  wit  nor  in  liis  wille, 
But  sooth  is  seyd,  "  a  fool  can  noght  be 

stille."  ' 

The  laughter  aroos  of  gentU  foules  alle, 

And  right  anoon  the  seed-foul  chosen 
hadde  576 

The  turtel  trewe,  and  gunne  hir  to  hem 
calle. 

And  preyden  hir  to  seye  the  sothe  sadde 

Of  thismatere,and  asked  what  she  radde  ; 

And  she  answerde,  that  pleynly  hir  en- 
tente 580 

She  wolde  she  we,  and  sothly  what  she 
mente. 

'Nay,  godforbede  alover shuldechaunge ! ' 
The  turtel  seyde,  and  wex  for  shame  al 

reed  ; 
'  Thogh    that    his     lady    ever-more    be 

strannge,  584 

Yet  let  him  serve  hir  ever,  til  he  be  deed  ; 
For  sothe,  I  preyse  noght  the  gooses  reed  ; 
For  thogh  she  deyed,  I  wolde  non  other 

make, 
I  wol  ben  hii-es,  til  that  the  deth  me  take. ' 

'  Wei  boarded  !  '  quod  the  doke,  '  by  my 
hat !  589 

That  men  sliulde  alwey  lovcn,  causeles, 

"Wlio  can  a  resou  finde  or  wit  in  that  ? 

Daunceth  he  mury  that  is  mirtheles  ? 

"NMio  shulde  reecho  of  that  is  reccheles  ? 

Ye,  quek  !  '  jit  quod  the  doke,  ful  wel  and 
faire, 

*  There  been  mo  sterres,  god  wot,  than  a 


paire  ' 
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'  Now  fy,  cherl !  '  quod  the  gentil  tercelet, 
'  Out  of  the  dunghil  com  that  word  ful 

right, 
Tliou  canst  noght  see  which  thing  is  wel 

be-set  : 
Thou  farest  by  love  as  oules  doon  by  light. 
The  day  hem  blent,  ful  wel  they  see  by 

night ;  600 

Thy  kind  is  of  so  lowe  a  wrechednesse. 
That  what  love  is,  thou  canst  nat  see  ne 

gesse. ' 

Tho  gan  the  cukkow  putte  him  forth  in 

prees 
For  foul  that  eteth  worm,  and  s^ide  bly\-e, 
'  So  I,'  quod  he,  '  may  have  my  make  in 

pees,  605 

I  recche  not  how  longe  that  ye  stryve  ; 
Lat  ech  of  hem  be  solejni  al  hir  ly\'e, 
This  is  my  reed,  sin  they  may  not  acorde  ; 
This  shorte  lesson  nedeth  noght  recorde.' 

'  Ye !  have  the  glotoun   fild  ynogh  his 

paunche,  610 

Tlian  are  we  wel !  '  seyde  the  merlioun  ; 
'  Thou  mordrer  of  the  heysugge  on  the 

braunche 
That  broghte  thee  forth,  thou  f  rewthelees 

glotoun  ! 
Live  thou  soleyn,  wormes  corrupeiouu  ! 
For  no  fors  is  of  lakko  of  thy  nature  ;  615 
Go,  lewed  be  thou,  whyl  the  world  may 

dure ! ' 

'  Now  pees,'  qtiod  Nature,  '  I  comaunJe 

here ; 
For  I  have  herd  al  your  opinioun, 
And  in  effect  yet  be  we  never  the  nere  ; 
But  fyually,  this  is  my  conclusioun,     620 
That  she  hir-self  shal  hau  tlie  eleccioun 
Of  whom  hir  list,  wlio-so  be  wrooth  or 

blji;he, 
Him  that  she  cheest,  he  shal  hir  have  as 

s^\•J"the. 

For  sith  hit  may  not  here  discussed  be 
Wlio  loveth  hir  best,  as  seido  tho  tercelet, 
Than  wol  I  doon  hir  this  favour,  that 

she  626 

Shal  have  right  him  on  whom  hir  herte 

is  set, 
And  he  hir  that  his  herte  hath  on  hir 

knet. 


no 
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This  juge  I,  Natare,  for  I  may  not  lye  ; 
To  noon  estat  I  have  non  other  y6.       630 

But  as  for  counseyl  for  to  chese  a  make, 
If  hit  were  reson,  certes,  than  wolde  I 
Coiinseyle  yow  the  royal  tercel  take. 
As  seide  the  tercelet  ful  skilfully, 
As  for  the  gentilest  and  most  worthy,  635 
Wliich  I  have  wroght  so  wel  to  mj'  plcs- 

aiince  ; 
That  to  yow  oghte  been  a  suffisaunce. ' 

With    dredful  vois    the    formel   hir   an- 

swetde, 
'  My  rightful  lady,  goddesse  of  Nature, 
Soth  is  that  I  am  ever  under  your  yerde, 
Lyk  as  is  everiche  other  creature,         64: 
And  moot  he  youres  whyl  my  lyf  may 

dare  ; 
And  therfor  graunteth  me  my  firsts  bone, 
And  myn  entente  I  wol  yow  sey  right 

sone.' 

'  I  g^aunte  it  you, '  quod  she  ;  and  right 
anoon  645 

This  formel  egle  spak  in  this  degree, 

'  Alniighty^  quene,  unto  this  yeer  be  doon 

I  aske  respit  for  to  avysen  me. 

And  after  that  to  have  my  choys  al 
free  ; 

This  al  and  som,  that  I  wolde  speke  and 
seye ;  650 

Ye  gete  no  more,  al-though  ye  do  me  deye. 

I  wol  noght  serven  Venus  ne  Cupyde 
For  sothe  as  j^et,  by  no  manere  wey. ' 
'  Xow  sin  it  may  non  other  wyse  betyde, ' 
Quod  tho  Nature,  '  here  is  no  more  to 

sey ;  655 

Than  wolde  I  that  these  foules  were  a-wey 
Ech  with  his  make,  for  tarying  lenger 

here  ' — 
And  seyde  hem  thus,  as  ye  shul  after  here. 

'To   you    sjjeke    I,    ye    tercelets,'   qviod 

Nature, 
'  Beth   of  good   herte   and   serveth,    alle 

three ;  660 

A  yeer  is  not  so  longe  to  endure, 
And  ech  of  yow  peyne  him,  in  his  degree, 
For  to  do  wel ;  for,  god  wot,  quit  is  she 


Fro  yow  this  yeer ;  what  after  so  befalle. 
This  entremes  is  dressed  for  you  alle.'  665 

And  whan  this  werk  al  broglit  was  to  an 

ende. 
To  every-  foule  Nature  yaf  his  make 
Bj'  even  acorde,   and   on   hir  wey  they 

wende. 
A  !  lord  !    the  blisse  and  joye  that  they 

make  !  669 

For  ech  of  hem  gan  other  in  winges  take, 
And  with  hir  nekkes  ech  gan  other  winde, 
Thanking  alwey  the   noble  goddesse  of 

kinde. 

But  first  were  chosen  fotiles  for  to  singe, 
As  yeer  by  yere  was  alwey  hir  usannce 
To  singe  a  roundel  at  hir  departinge,  675 
To  do  Nature  honour  and  jjlesaunce. 
The  note,  I  trowc,  maked  was  in  Fraunce  ; 
The  wordes  were  swich  as  ye  may  heer 

finde. 
The  nexte  vers,  as  I  now  have  in  minde. 

Qui  bien  aime  a  tard  ouhlie. 

'  Now  welcom    somer,    with    thy   sonne 

softe,  680 

That  hast  this  wintres  weders  over-shake. 

And  driven  awey  the  longe  nightes  blake  I 

Seynt   Valentyn,    that    art    ful    hy    on- 
lofte  ; — 

Thu.s  singen  smale  foules  for  thy  sake — 
Now  ivelcom  somer,  tcith  thy  sonne  softe,  685 
That  hast  this  icintres  iveders  over-shake, 

Wel  han  they  cause  for  to  gladen  ofte, 
Sith  ech  of  hem  recovered  hath  his  make  ; 
Ful  blisful  raay  they  singen  whan  they 
wake  ; 
Now  icelcom  somer,  tcith  thy  sonne  softe,  6yo 
That  hast  this  tcintres  tceders  ooer-shalce, 
And  driven  awey  the  longe  nightes  blake.' 

And  with  the  showting,  whan  hir  song 

was  do. 
That  foules  maden  at  hir  flight  a-way, 
I  wook,  and  other  bokes  took  me  to     695 
To  rede  upon,  and  yet  I  rede  alway  ; 
I  hope,  y-wis,  to  rede  so  som  day 
That  I  shal  mete  som  thing  for  to  fare  698 
The  bet ;  and  thus  to  rede  I  nil  not  spare. 
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VI.     A   COMPLEINT   TO   HIS   LADY. 


I.     (In  seven-line  stanzas.) 

TuE  longe  night,  whan  every  creatiire 
Shulde  have  hir  rest  in  somwhat,  as  by 
kinde, 
Or  elles  ne  may  hir  lyf  nat  long  endure, 
Hit  falleth  most  in-to  my  woful  minde 
How  I  so  fer  have  Lroght  my-selfbe- 
hinde,  s^ 

That,  saiif  the  deeth,  ther  maj-  no-thing 

me  lisse, 
So  desespaired  I  am  from  alle  blisse. 

This   same   thoght    me    lasteth   til    the 

morwe, 

And  from  the  morwe  forth  til  hit  be  eve; 

Ther  nedeth  me  no  care  for  to  borwe,    lo 

for  bothe  I  have  good  leyser  and  good 

leve  ; 
Ther  is  no  wight  that  wol  me  wo  bereve 
To  wepe  y-nogh,  and  wailen  al  my  fiUe  ; 
The  sore  spark  of  peyne  fdoth  me  spille. 

II.     {In  Terza  Rima ;  imperfect.) 

[f  The  sore  spark  of  peyne  doth  me  spille ;] 

This  Love  hath  [eek]  me  set  in  swich  a 

place  16 

That  my  desyr  [he]  never  wol  fiilfiUe  ; 

For  neither  pitee,  mercy,  neither  grace 

Can  I  nat  finde  ;  and  f  fro  my  sor-wful 

herte, 
Fur  to  be  deed,  I  can  hit  nat  arace.    20 
The  more  I  love,  the  more  she  doth  me 
smerte  ; 
Through  which  I  see,  with-oute  remedye. 
That  from  the  deeth  I  may  no  wyse 
asterte ; 
[fFor.  this  day  in  hir  servise  shal  I  dye]. 

in.     {In  Terza  Rima  ;  imperfect.) 

[f  Thus  iim  I  slain,  with  sorwes  ful  dy- 
verse :  25 

Ful  longe  agoon  I  oghte  have  taken 
hede] 


Now  sothly,  what  she  hight- 1  wol  re- 
herse  ; 
Hir  name  is  Bountee,  set  in  womanhede, 
Sadnesse  in  j-outhe,  and  Beautee  pryde- 

lees, 
And  Plesaunce,  under  govemaunce  and 
drede  ;  30 

Hir  surname  eek  is  Faire  Rewthelees, 
The  Wyse,  y-knit  un-to  Good  Aventure,- 
That,  for  I  love  hir,  fsleeth  me  giltelees. 
Hir   love  I  best,  and  shal,  whyl  I  may 
\  dure, 

Bet  than  my-self  an  hundred  thousand 
deel,  35 

Than  al  this  worldes  richesse  or  crea- 
ture. 
Now  hath  nat  Love  me  bestowed  weel 
To  lov6,  ther  I  never  shal  have  part  ? 
j       -illas  !  right  thus  is  turned  me  the  wheel, 
Thus  am  I  slayn  with  loves  tyry  dart.    4a 
I  can  but  love  hir  best,  my  swete  fo  ; 
Love  hath  me  taught  no  more  of  his  art  ■ 
Bitt  ser^-e  alwey,  and  stinte  for  no  wo. 

lY.    {In  ten-line  stanzas.) 

[With]-in  my  trewe  careful  herte  ther  is 
So  moche  wo,  and  [eek]  so  litel  blis,        45 

That  wo  is  me  that  ever  I  was  bore  ; 
For  al  that  thing  which  I  desyre  I  mis. 
And  al  that  ever  I  wolde  nat,  I-wis, 

That  finde  I  redy  to  me  evermore  ; 
And  of  al  this  I  not  to  whom  me  pleyue.  50 

For  she  that  mighte  me  out  of  this 
bringe 

Ne  reccheth   nat   whether  I  wepe  or 
singe  ; 
So  litel  rewthe  hath  she  upon  nay  peyne. 

Alias  !  whan  sleping-time  is,  than  I  wake, 
Whan  I  shulde  dauuce,  for  fere  tlian  I 

quake ;  55 

[fYow  rekketh  never  wher  I  flete  or 

sinke  ;] 
This  hevy  lyf  I  lede  for  your  sake, 
Thogh  ye  ther-of  in  no  wyse  hede  take, 
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[f  For  on  my  wo  yow  deynetli  not  to 
thinke.]  59 

My  hertes  lady,  and  liool  my  lyves  quene  ! 
For  trewly  dorste  I  seye,  as  that  I  fele, 
Me  semeth  that  your  swete  herte  of  stele 

Is  whetted  now  ageynes  me  to  kene. 

My  dere  Herte,  and  best  beloved  fo, 
Why  lyketh  yow  to  do  me  al  this  wo,    65 
What  have  I  doon  that  greveth  yow,  or 
sayd, 
But  for  I  serve  and  love  yow  and  no  mo  ? 
And  whylst  I  live,  I  wol  •;  do  ever  so ; 
And  therfor,  swete,  ne  beth  nat  evil 
apayd. 
For  so  good  and  so  fair  as  [that]  ye  be,  70 
Hit  were  [a]  right  gret  wonder  but  ye 

hadde 
Of  alle  servants,  bothe  goode  and  badde ; 
And  leest  worthy  of  alle  hem,  I  am  he. 

But  never-the-les,  my  righte  lady  swete, 
Thogh  that  I  be  unconning  and  unmete  75 

To  serve  as  I  best  coude  ay  your  hy- 
nesse, 
Yit  is  ther  fayner  noon,  that  wolde  I  hete, 
Than  I,  to  do  +yow  ese,  or  elles  bete 

What-so  I  wiste  were  to  fyow  distresse. 
And  hadde  I  might  as  good  as  I  have  wille. 

Than  shulde  ye  fele  whet  it  wer  so  or 
noon  ;  ^' 

For  -j-in  this  worlde  living  is  ther  noon 
That  fayner  wolde  your  hertes  wil  fulfille. 

For  bothe  I  love,  and  eek  dreed  yow  so 

sore, 
And  algates  m(X)t,  and  have  doon  yow, 
ful  yore,  ^5 

That  bet  loved  is  noon,  ne  never  shal ; 
And  yit  I  wolde  beseche  yow  of  no  more 
But  leveth  wel,  and  be  nat  wrooth  ther- 
fore. 
And  lat  me  serve  yow  forth  ;    lo  !    this 

is  aL 
For  I  am  nat  so  hardy  ne  so  wood         90 

For  to  desire  that  ye  shulde  love  me  ; 

For  wel  I  wot,  alias  !  that  may  nat  be  ; 
I  am  so  litel  worthy,  and  ye  so  good. 

For  ye  be  oon  the  worthiest  on-lyve, 
And  I  the  most  unlykly  for  to  thryve  ;  95 
Yit,  for  al  this,  [now]  witeth  ye  right 
wele, 


That  ye  ne  shul  me  from  your  service 

dryve 
That  I  nil  ay,  with  alle  my  wittes  fyve, 

Serve  yow  trewly,  what  wo  so  that  I  fele. 

For  I  am  set  on  yow  in  swich  manere  100 

Tliat,  thogh  j-e  never  wil  upon  me  rewe, 

I  moste  yow  love,  and  fever  been  as 

trewe 

As  any  can  or  may  on-lyve  [here]. 

fThe  more  that  I  love  yow,  goodly  free, 
The  lasse  finde  I  that  ye  loven  me  ;      ii>5 

Alias  !   whan   shal  that  liarde  wit  a- 
mende  ? 
Wher  is  now  al  your  wommanly  pitee, 
Your  gentilesse  and  your  debonairtee, 

Wil    ye   no    thing    ther-of   upon    me 
spende  ? 
And  so  hool,  swete,  as  I  am  youres  al,  no 

And  so  gret  wil  as  I  have  yow  to  serve. 

Now,  certes,  and  ye  lete  me  thus  sterve, 
Yit  have  ye  wonne  ther-on  biit  a  smal. 

For,   at  my  knowing,   I    do    fno-thing 

why, 
And  this  I  wol  beseche  yow  bertely,     1 15 

That,  ther  ever  ye  finde,  whyl  ye  live, 
A  trewer  servant  to  yow  than  am  I, 
Leveth    [me]    thanne,     and    sleeth    me 
hardely, 
And  I  my  deeth  to  you  wol  al  forgive. 
And  if  ye  finde  no  trewer  fman  than  me, 
[Why]  will  ye  suifre  than  that  I  thus 
spille,  '■=■ 

And  for  no  manor  gilt  I'ut  my  good 

wille  ? 
As  good  wer  thanne  uutrewe  as  trewe 

to  be.  . 

But  T,  my  lyf  and  deeth,  to  yow  obeye. 
And   with  right   biixoni  herte  hooUy  I 
preye,  '*5 

As[is]yourmosteplesurc,sodothbyme; 
+Wcl  lever  is  nie  Ij'ken  yow  and  deye 
Than  for  to  any  thing  or  thinke  or  seye 
That  fmighte  yow  offendc  in  any  tjone. 
And  therfor,  swete,  rewe  on  my  peynes 
smerte,  '3^^ 

And   of  your  grace  granteth  me  som 

drope ; 
For  elles  may  me  laste  +blis  ne  hope, 
Ne  fdwellen  in  my  trouble  careful  herte. 


VII.    ilneftba  ant  SvciU. 
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VII.     ANELIDA   AND  AKCITE. 


The  Compleynt  of  feire  Anelida 
and  fals  Arcite. 

Proem. 

Thou  ferse  god  of  armes,  Mars  the  rede, 
That  in  the  frosty  country  called  Trace, 
Within  thy  grisly  temple  ful  of  drede 
Honoured  art,  as  patroxm  of  that  place  ! 
With  thy  Bellona,  Pallas,  ful  of  grace,    5 
Be  present,  and  my  song  continue  and 

At  my  beginning  thus  to  thee  I  crye. 

For  hit  fill  depe  is  sonken  in  my  minde, 
With  pitous  herte  in  English  for  t'endyte 
This  olde  storie,  in  Latin  which  I  finde,  10 
Of  queue  Anelida  and  fals  Arcite, 
That  elde,  which  that  al  can  frete  and 

byte, 
As  hit  hath  freten  mony  a  noble  storie, 
Hath  nigh  devoured  out  of  our  memorie. 

Be  favorable  eek,  thou  Polymnia,  15 

On  Parnaso  that,  with  thy  sustres  glade, 
By  Elicon,  not  fer  from  Cirrea, 
Singest  with  vois  memorial  in  the  shade. 
Under  the   laurer  which   that  may  not 

fade, 
And  do  that  I  my  ship  to  haven  winne  ;  20 
First    folow    I    Stace,    and    after    him  j 

Corinne. 

The  Story. 

lamque  domoe  patHas,  dc.  ;  Statii  Thebais,   ^ 
xii.  519.  j 

Whan  Theseus,  with  werres  longe  and  ' 

grete, 
The  aspre  folk  of  Cithe  had  over-come. 
With  laurer  crouned,  in  his  chai:  gold-  1 

bete, 
Hoom  to  his  contre-houses  is  y-come  ; —  25  ' 
For  which  the  peple  blisful,  al  andsomme,   1 
So  crj'den,that  unto  the  sterreshitwente,   [ 
And  him  to  honouren  dide  al  liir  en- 
tente ; — 


Befom  this  duk,  in  sigpe  of  hy  victorie. 
The  trompes  come,  and  in  his  baner  large 
The   image   of  Mars ;  and,   in  token  of 

glorie,  31 

Men   mighten    seen    of   tresor  many  a 

charge. 
Many  a  bright  helm,  and  many  a  spere 

and  targe, 
Many  a  fresh  knight,  and  many  a  blisful 

route. 
On  hors,  on  fote,  in  al  the  felde  aboute.  35 

Ipolita  his  wyf,  the  hardy  queue 
Of  Cithia,  that  he  conquered  hadde, 
With  Emelye,  hir  yonge  suster  shene, 
Faire  in  a  char  of  golde  he  with  him  ladde, 
That  al  the  ground  aboute  hir  char  she 

spradde  ^o 

With  brightnesse  of  the  beautee  in  hir 

face, 
Fulfild  of  largesse  and  of  alle  grace. 

With  his  triumphe  and  laurer-cronned 
i  thus, 

j  In  al  the  floure  of  fortunes  yevinge, 
j  Lete  I  this  noble  prince  Theseus  45 

I  Toward  Athenes  in  his  wey  rydinge, 
I  And  founde  I  wol  in  shortly  for  to  bringe 
The  slye  wey  of  that  I  gan  to  wryte, 
Of  queue  Anelida  and  fals  Arcite. 

Mars,    which  that   through   his  furious 

course  of  jTe,  50 

The  olde  wrath  of  Juno  to  fulfille. 
Hath  set  the  peples  hertes  bothe  on  fyre 
Of  Thebes  and  Grece,    everich  other  to 

kille 
With  blody  speres,  ne  rested  never  stille, 
But  throng  now  her,  now  ther,  among 

hem  bothe,  55 

That  everich  other  slough,  so  wer  they 

wrothe. 

For  whan  Amphiorax  and  Tydens, 
Ipomedon,  Parthonopee  also 
Were  dede,  and  slaj-n  [was]  proud  Cam- 
pa  neus, 
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And  whan  the  wrecches  Thebans,  breth- 
eren  two,  60 

"Were  shij-n,  and  king  Adrastus  hooni 
a-go, 

So  desolat  stood  Thebes  and  so  bare, 

That  no  wight  coude  remedie  of  his  care. 

And  whan  the  olde  Creon  gan  espye 
How   that   the   blood    roial   was  broght 

adoun,  65 

He  held  the  cite  by  his  tirannye, 
And  did  the  gentils  of  that  regioun 
To  been  his  frendes,  and  dwellen  in  the 

toun. 
So  what  for  love  of  him,  and  what  for  awe, 
The  noble  folk  wer  to  the  toune  y-drawe. 

Among  al  tliese,,Anelida  the  qncno        71 
Of  Ermony  was  in  that  toun  dwellinge, 
That  fairer  was  then  is  the  sonuo  shene  ; 
Through-out  the  Morld  so  gan  hir  name 

springe, 
That  hir  to  seen  had  every  wight  lykinge  ; 
For,  as  of  trouthe,  is  ther  noon  hir  liche,  76 
Of  al  the  women  in  this  worlde  riche. 

Yong  was  this  quene,  of  twenty  yeer  of 

elde. 
Of  midel  stature,  and  of  swich  fairnesse. 
That  nature  had  a  joyc  hir  to  behelde  ;    80 
And  for  to  speken  of  hirstedfastnesse. 
She  passed  hath  Penelope  and  Lucresse, 
And  shortly,  if  she  shalbe  comi^rehended, 
In  hir  ne  mighte  no-thing  been  amended. 

This  Theban  knight  [Arcite]  eek,  sooth  to 

seyn,  85 

Was  yong,  and  ther-with-al  a  lusty  knight, 

But  he  was  double  in  love  and  no-thing 

l)lcyn. 
And  suljtil  in  that  crafte  over  any  wight, 
And   with   his  cunning  wan    this  lady 

blight ; 
For  so  ferforth  he  gan  hir  trouthe  assure. 
That  she  him  jtr'ust  over  any  creature.  91 

What  shuld  I  seyn  ?  she  loved  Arcite  so, 
That,whan  that  he  was  absent  any  throwe, 
Anon  hir  thoghte  hir  herte  brast  a-two  ; 
For  in  hir  sight  to  hir  he  bar  him  lowe,  95 
So  that  she  wende    have  al  his  herte 

y-knowe ; 
But  he  was  fals  ;  it  nas  but  fcjnied  chere, 
As  nedeth  not  to  men  such  craft  to  lere 


But  never-the-les  ful  mikel  besinesse 
Had  he,  cr  that  he  mighte  his  lady  winne. 
And  swoor  he  wolde  dyeu  for  distresse,i<>i 
Or  froni  his  wit  he  seyde  he  wolde'twinne. 
Alas,  the  whyle  !  for  hit  was  routhe  and 

sinne. 
That  she  upon  his  sorowes  wolde  rewe, 
But  no-thing  thenketh  the  fals  as  doth 

the  trewe.  105 

Hir  fredom  fond  Arcite  in  swich  manere, 
That  al  was  his  that  she  hath,  moche  or 

lyte, 
Ne  to  no  creature  made  she  chero 
Ferther  than  that  hit  lyked  to  Arcite  ; 
Ther  was  no  lak  with  which  he  mighte 

hir  wyte,  no 

She  was  so  ferforth  yeven  him  to  plese, 
That  al  that  lyked  him,  hit  did  hir  ese. 

Ther  nas  to  hir  no  maner  lettre  y-sent 
That    touched    love,    from    any    maner 

wight. 
That  she  no  shewed  hit  him,  er  hit  was 

brent ;  1 15 

So  pleyn  she  was,  and  did  hir  fuUe  might, 
That  she  nil  hyden   nothing   from   hir 

knight, 
Lest  he  of  any  untroutho  hir  tipbreyde  ; 
Withouten  bode  his  heste  she  obeyde. 

And  eek  he  made  him  jelous  over  here,  120 
That,  what  that  any  man  had  to  hir  sej'd, 
Anoon  he  wolde  jireycn  hir  to  swere 
What  was  that  word,  or  make  him  evel 

apayd  ; 
Tlian  wende  she  out  of  hir  wit  have  brayd : 
But  al  this  nas  but  sleight  and  flaterye, 
Withouten  love  he  feyned  jelosye.         126 

And  al  this  took  she  so  debonerly, 

That  al  his  wille,  hir  thoghte  hit  skilfu'. 

thing, 
And  ever  the  longer  f  loved  him  tenderly. 
And  did  him  honour  as  he  were  a  king,  lyt 
Hir  herte  was  wedded  to  him  with  a  ring ; 
So  ferforth  upon  trouthe  is  hir  entente, 
That  wher  he  goth,  hir  herte  with  him 

wente. 

Wlian  she   slial  ete,   on   him  is   so  hir 

thoght,  134 

That  wel  vinnethe  of  meta  took  she  keep  ; 
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Apd   whan    that    she  was    to   hir  reste 

broght, 
On  him  she  thoghte  alwey  til  that  she 

sleeiJ  ; 
Whan  he  was  absent,  prevely  she  weep  ; 
Thus  liveth  fair  Anelida  the  queno       139 
For  fals  Arcite,  that  did  hir  al  this  tene. 

This  fals  Areitc,  of  his  new-fangelnesse, 
For  she  to  him  so  lowly  was  and  trewe, 
Took  lesse  deyntee  for  hir  stedfastnesse, 
And  saw  another  lady,  proud  and  newe, 
And  right  anon  he  cladde  him  in  hir 

hewe —  145 

"Wot  I  not  whether  in  whyte,  rede,   or 

grene — 
And  falsed  fair  Anelida  the  quene. 

But  never-the-les,   gret  wonder  was  hit 

noon 
Thogh  he  wer  fals,  for  hit  is  kinde  of 

man,  149 

Sith  Lamek  was,  that  is  so  longe  agoon, 
To  been  in  love  as  fals  as  ever  he  can  ; 
Ho  was  the  firste  fader  that  began 
To  loven  two,  and  was  in  bigamye  ; 
And  he  foxmd  tentes  first,  but-ilnieu lye. 

This  fals  Arcite  sum  what  moste  he  feyne, 
WhaH   he  wex  fals,   to  covere  his  trai- 

torye,  156 

Eight  as  an  hors,  that  can  both  byte  and 

lileyne  ; 
For  he  bar  hir  on  honde  of  trecherye, 
And    swoor  he    coude    hir    doublenessc 

espye, 
And  al  was  falsnes  that  she  tohim  mente  ; 
Thus  swoor  this  theef,  and  forth  his  way 

he  wente.  161 

Alas  !  what  herte  might  enduren  hit. 
For  routhe  or  wo,  hir  sorow  for  to  telle  ? 
Or  what  man  hath  the  cunning-  or  the 

wit  ? 
Or  what  man  might  with-in  the  chambre 
t  dwelle,  165 

If  I  to  him  rehersen  shal  the  helle. 
That  suifreth  fair  .Anelida  the  quene 
For  fals  Arcite,  that  did  hir  al  this  tene  ? 

She  wepeth,  waileth,  swowneth  pitously. 
To  grounde  deed  she  falleth  as  a  stoou  ; 
Al  cranipissheth  hir  limes  crokedly,     i-i 
She  speketh  as  hir  wit  were  al  agoon  ; 


Other  colour  then  asshen  hath  she  noon, 
Noon  other  word  -fshe  speketh  moche  or 

lyte, 

But '  mercy,  cruel  herte  myn,  Arcite  I'  175 

And  thus  endureth,  tU  that  she  was  so 

mate 
That  she  ne  hath  foot  on  which  she  may 

sustene  ; 
But  forth  languisshing  ever  in  this  estate. 
Of  which  Arcite  hath  nother  routhe  ne 

tene  ; 
His    herte  was    elles-where,    newe    and 

grene,  180 

That  on  hir  wo  ne  deyneth  liim  not  to 

thinke. 
Him    rekketh   never   wher   she   flete    or 

siuke. 

His  newe  lady  holdeth  him  so  narowe 
Up  by  the  brydel,  at  the  staves  ende. 
That  every  word,  he  dradde  hit  as  au 

arowe ;  135 

Hir  daiinger  made  liini  bothe  bowe  and 

bende, 
And  as  hii-  liste,   made   hini   turne    or 

wende ; 
For  she  no  grannted  him  in  hir  livinge 
No  grace,  why  that  he  hath  lust  to  siage; 

But  drof  him  forth,   unnethe  liste  hir 

knowe  190 

That  he  was  ser^'aunt  fto  hir  ladyshippe. 

But  lest  that  he  wer  proude,  she  held 

him  lowe  ; 
Thus  sei^eth  he,  withouten  fee  or  shipe. 
She  sent  him    now    to   londe,    now    to 
shippe  ;  194 

And  for  she  yaf  him  daunger  al  his  fille, 
Therfor  she  had  him  at  hir  owne  wille. 

Ensample  of  this,  ye  thrifty  wimmen  alie. 
Take  here  Anelida  and  fals  Arcite, 
That  for  hir  liste  him  '  dere  herte  '  calle. 
And  was  so  meek,  therfor  he  loved  hir 

lyte ;  200 

The  kinde  of  mannes  herte  is  to  delj^te 
In  thing  that  straunge  is,  also  god  me 

save  I 
For  what  he  may  not  gete,  that  wolde  he 

have. 

Now  turne  we  to  Anelida  ageyn. 

That  pyneth  day  by  day  in  languisshing ; 
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But  whan  she  saw  that  hir  ue  gat  no 
geyn,  206 

Upon  a  day,  ful  sorowfully  ^veping, 
She  caste  hir  for  to  make  a  conipleyuing, 
And  with  liLr  owne  houde  she  gan  hit 

wryte  ; 
And   sente  hit    to   hir    Theban    knight 
Arcite.  210 

The  Compleynt  of  Anelida  the  quene 
upon  fals  Arcite, 

Proem. 

So   thirleth  with  the  pojTit  of  renaem- 

braunce, 
The  swerd   of  sorowe,  y-whet  with  fals 
plesaunce, 
Myu  herte,  bare  of  blis  and  hlak  of 
hewe, 
That  turned  is  in  quaking  al  my  daunce, 
My  surctee  in  a-whapedcountenaunce ;  215 
Sith  hit  availeth  not  for  to  ben  trewe  ; 
For  who-so  trewest  is,   hit    shal    hir 
rewe, 
That  serveth  love  and  doth  hir  observ- 
aunce 
Alwey  to  oon,  and  chauugeth  for  no 
newe. 

(Strophe.) 

1. 

I  wot  my-self  as  wcl  as  any  wight ;       220 
Por  I  loved  oon  witli  al  my  herte  and 
might 
More  then  my-self,  an  hundred  thou- 
sand sythe, 
And  called  him  my  hertos  lyf,  my  knight, 
And  was  al  his,  as  fer  as  hit  was  right ; 
And  whan  that  he  was  glad,  than  was 
I  blythe,  225 

And  his  disese  was  my  deeth  as  swythe  ; 
And  he  ayein  his  trouthe  me  had  plight 
For  ever-more,  his  lady  me  to  kythe. 

2. 

Now  is  he  fals,  alas  !  and  causeles, 
And  of  my  wo  he  is  so  routheles,  230 

That  with  a  worde  him  list  not  ones 
deyne 
To  bring  ayein  my  sorowful  herte  in  pees, 
For  he  is  caught  up  in  a-nother  lees. 


Bight  as  him  list,  he  latigheth  at  my 

peyne,  234 

And  I  ne  can  myn  herte  not  r^stre>'ne, 

Tiiat  I  ne  love  him  nlwey,  never-the-les  ; 

And  of  al  this  I  not  to  whom  me  pleync, 

3. 

And    shal    I    plej-ne — alas !    the    harde 

stounde — 
L'n-to  my  foo  that  yaf  my  herte  a  wounde, 

And  yet  desj'reth  that  myn  harm  be 
more  ?  240 

Nay,  certes  !  ferther  wol  I  never  f  founde 
Non  other  help,  my  sores  for  to  sounde. 

My  destinee  hath  shapen  it  ful  yore  ; 

I  wil  non  other  medocyne  no  lore  ; 
I  wil  ben  ay  ther  I  was  ones  bounde,   245 

That  I  have  seid,  be  seid  for  ever-more  ! 

4. 
Alas  !  wher  is  become  your  gentilcsse  ! 
Your  wordes  fulle  of  plesaunce  and  hum- 
blesse  ? 

Your  observaunces  in  so  low  manere, 
And  your  awayting  and  your  besinesse  250 
Upon  me,  that  ye  calden  your  maistresse. 

Your  soverejTi  ladj'in  this  worlde  here? 

Alas  !  and  is  ther  nother  word  ne  chere 
Ye  vouchesauf  upon  myn  hevinesse  ? 

Alas  !  your  love,  I  bye  hit  al  to  dere.  255 

6. 

Now  certes,  swete,  thogh  that  ye 

Thus  causeles  the  cause  be 

Of  my  dedly  adversitee, 
Yoiir  manly  reson  oghto  it  to  respyte 

To  slee  your  frend,  and  namely  me,  260 

That  never  yet  in  no  degree 

Offended  yow,  as  wisly  he. 
That  al  wot,  out  of  wo  my  soule  quyte  ! 

^  But  for  I  shewed  yow,  Arcite, 

Al  that  men  wolde  to  uxb  wryte,        265 

And  was  so  besy,  yow  to  delyte — 

My  honour  save — meke,  kinde,  and  free, 
Thcrl'or  j-e  jjutto  on  me  the  wj'te. 
And  of  mo  reecho  not  a  myte, 
Thogh  that  the  s\ycrd  of  sorow  byte  270 

My  woful  herte  through  your  crueltee. 

6. 

My  swete  foo,     why  do  ye  so,     for  shame? 
And  thenke  y©    that  furthered  be    your 
name, 
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To  love  a  newe,     and  l)een  tintrewe  ? 
nay! 
And  putte  j'ow     in  sclaunder  now     and 
blame,  275 

And  do  to  me    adversitee    and  grame, 
That  love  yow  most,         god,  Wfl  thou 

wost !      alway  ? 

Yet  turn  ayeyn,     and  be  al  pleyn     som 

day. 

And  than  shal  this    that  now  is  mis    be 

game,  279 

And  al  for-yive,    whyl  that  I  live    may. 


(Antistrophe.) 

1. 

Lo  I  herte  myu,  al  this  is  for  to  seyne, 
As  whether  shal  I  preye  or  elles  pleyne  ? 

Whiche  is  the  wey  to  doon  yow  to  be 

trewe  ? 

For  either  mot  I  have  yow  iu  my  cheyne. 

Or  with  the   dethe  ye   mot  departe  ns 

tweyne ;  285 

Ther  ben  non  other  mene  weyes  newe  ; 

For  god  so  wisly  on  my  soiile  rewe, 
As  verUy  ye  sleen  me  with  the  peyne ; 

That  may  ye  see  nnfejnied  of  myn  hewe. 


For  thus  ferforth  have  I  ray  deth  [y]- 
soght,  290 

My-self  I  mordre  with  my  provy  thoght ; 
For  sorow  and  rotithe  of  j'our  unkinde- 
nesse 
I  wepe,  I  wake,  I  faste  ;  al  helpeth  noght ; 
I  weyve  joj-e  that  is  to  speke  of  oght, 
I  voyde  companye,  I  flee  gladnesse  ;  295 
'Who  may  avaunte  hir  bet  of  hevinesse 
Then  I  ?    and  to  this  plji;e  have  ye  me 
broghl, 
Withoute  gilt ;  me  nedeth  no  "witnesse. 


And  sholde  I  prej'e,  and  weyve  woman- 

hedc  ? 
'Nay  !  rather  deth  then  do  so  fonl  a  dede. 
And  axe  mercy  gilteles  !  what  nede  ?  301 
And  if  I  pleyne  what  lyf  that  I  lede, 
Yow  rekketh  not ;  that  know  I,  ont  of 
drede ; 
And  if  I  nnto  yow  myn  othes  bede 


For  myn  excuse,  a  scorn  shal  be  my 

mede ;  305 

Your  chere  floureth,  but  hit  wol  not  sedo  ; 

Ful  longe  agoon  I  oghte  have  take  hede. 


For  thogh  I  hadde  yow  to-morow  ageyn, 
I  might  as  wel  holde  Ave  rill  fro  reyn, 

As  holde  yow,  to  make  yow  stedfaet.  310 
Almighty  god,  of  trouthe  sovereyn, 
AVher  is  the  trouthe  of  man  ?  who  hath 
hit  slejTi  ? 

Who  that  hem  loveth  shal  hem  fjTide 
as  fast 

As  in  a  tempest  is  a  roten  mast. 
Is  that  a  tame  best  that  is  ay  fcyn         315 

To  renne  away,  when  he  is  leest  agast  ? 


Now  mercy,  swete,  if  I  misseye, 
Have  I  seyd  oght  amis,  I  preye  ? 
I  not ;  my  wit  is  al  aweye. 

I  fare  as  d£)th  the  song  of  Chaiinte-pleure, 
For  now  I  pleyne,  and  now  I  pleye,  321 
I  am  so  mased  that  I  deye, 
Arcite  hath  born  awey  the  keye 

Of  al  my  worlde,  and  my  good  aventure  ! 
T  For  in  this  worlde  nis  creature      325 
Wakinge,  in  more  discomfiture 
Then  I,  ne  more  sorow  endure  ; 

And  if  I  slepe  a  furlong  wey  or  tweye, 
Than  thinketh  me,  that  your  figure 
Before  me  stant,  clad  in  asure,  330 

To  profren  eft  a  newe  assure 

For  to  be  trewe,  and  mercy  me  to  preye. 

6. 
The  longe  night       this  wonder  sight      I 

drye, 
And  on  the  day    for  this  afray    I  dye,  334 
And  of  al  this     right  noght,  y-wis,     ye 
recche. 
Ne  never  mo    myn  yen  two    be  drye, 
And  to  5'our  routhe     and  to  your  trouthe 
I  crye. 
But  welawey  !   to  fer  be  they   to  fecche ; 
Thus    holdeth  me      my   destinee      a 
wrecche.  339 

But  me  to  rede     out  of  this  dredo     or  gye 
Ne  may  my  wit,      so  weyk  is  hit,      not 
strecche. 
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Conclwion, 

Than   ende   I   thus,   sitli   I  may  do    no 

more, 
X  yeve  hit  np  for  now  and  ever-more  ; 

For  I  shal  never  eft  putten  in  balaunce 

My     sekemes,     ne    leoie    of    love     the 

lore.  345 

But  as  the  swan,  I  have  herd  seyd  ful 

yore, 

Ayeins    his    deth    shal    singe    in    his 

penaunce, 
So  singe  I  here  my  destiny  or  chatince, 


How  that  Arcite  Anelida  so  sore 

Hath  thirled  with  the  poynt  of  remem- 
brannce !  350 

The  story  continued. 
Wlian  that  Anelida  this  woful  quene 
Hath  of  hir  hande  writen  in  this  wj-se, 
With  face  deed,  betwixe  pale  and  grene, 
She  fel  a-swowe  ;  and  sith  she  gan  to  ryse, 
And  unto  Mars  avoweth  sacrifyse  355 

With-in    the    temple,    with    a    sorowfnl 

chere, 
That  shapen  was  as  ye  shal  after  here.  357 


(Unflnuhed.) 


VIII.     CH AUGERS  WORDES   UNTO   ADAM, 
HIS   OWNE   SCRIVEYN. 


Adam  scriveyn,  if  ever  it  thee  bifalle 
Boece  or  Troilus  to  wrj-ten  newe. 
Under  thy   lokkes  thou  most  have  the 

scalle. 
But  after  my  making  thou  wryte  trewe. 


So  ofte  a  daye  I  mot  thy  werk  renewe,     5 
Hit  to   correcte   and  eek   to  rubbe  and 

scrape  ; 
And  al  is  through  thy  negligence  and 

rape. 


IX.     THE   FORMER   AGE. 


A  BLTSFci.  lyf,  a  paisible  and  a  swete 

Ledden  the  peples  in  the  former  age  ; 

They  helde  hem  payed  fof  fruites,  that 
they  ete, 

"Which  that  the  feldes  yave  hem  by  usage  ; 

They  ne  were  nat  forpamprcd  with  out- 
rage ;  5 

Unknowen  was  the  quern  and  eek  the 
mello  ; 

They  eten  mast,  hawes,  and  swich  poun- 
age. 

And  dronken  water  of  the  colde  welle. 


•  Yit  nas  the  ground  nat  wounded  with 

the  plougli. 

But  corn  up-sprong,  unsowe  of  mannes 

bond,  10 

The  wliich  tliey  -(-gniden,  and  ecte  nat 

halt'y-nough. 
No  man  yit  knew  the  forwes  of  his  lond  ; 
Xo   man   the    fjT   out    of   tlio    flint  yit 

f<j7iil; 
Un-korv'cn  and  un-grobbed  lay  the  vyne  ; 
No  man  yit  in  the  morter  spyces  grond  15 
1  To  clarre,  ne  to  sause  of  galantyne. 
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No  rna<ier,  welde,  or  wood  no  litestero 
Ne  knew  ;    the  flees  was  of  bis  former 

hewe  ; 
No  flesli  ne  wiste  offence  of  egge  or  spere ; 
Xo  coyn  ne  knew  man  which  was  fals  or 

trewe ;  20 

No  ship  yit  karf  the  wawes  grene  and 

Llewe  ; 
No   niarchaunt   yit   ne  fette   outlandish 

ware  ; 
No  f  trompes  for  the  weiTcs  folk  no  knewe, 
No   tonres  hej'O,   and   wallcs  roundo  or 

square. 

What  sholde  it  han  avayled  to  werreye  ?  25 
Thc-r  lay  no  profit,  ther  was  no  richesse, 
But  cursed  was  the  tyme,  I  dar  wel  seye, 
That  men  first  dide  hir  swety  bj'sinesse 
To  grobbe  up  metal,  lurkinge  in  dark- 

nesse. 
And  in  the  riveres  iirst  gemmes  soghte.  30 
Alias  !  than  sprong  up  al  the  cursednesse 
Of  covetyse,  that  first  our  sorwe  broghte  ! 

Thise  tyraunts  putte  hem  gladly  nat  in 

pres, 
No  fwildnesse,  ne  no  bnsshes  for  to  winne 
Thcr  poverte  is,  as  seith  Diogenes,  35 

Ther  as  vitailo  is  eek  so  skars  and  thinne 
That  noght  but  mast  or  apples  is  ther- 

inne. 
But,  thcr  as  bagges  been  and  fat  vitaile, 
Ther  wol  they  gon,  and  spare  for  no  sinne 
With  al  hir  ost  the  cite  for  t'assaile.      40 


Yit  were   no   paleis-chaumbres,   ne  non 

halles  ; 
In  caves  and  [in]  wodes  softe  and  swete 
Slepten  this  blissed  folk  with-oute  walles. 
On  g^as  or  leves  in  parfit  fqiiiete. 
No    doun    of   fetheres,    no    no    blcched 

shete  45 

Was  kid  to   hem,    but  in    seiirtee   they 

slepte  ; 
Hir  hertes  were  al  oon,  with-oute  galles, 
Everich  of  hem  his  feith  to  other  kepte. 

Unforged  was  the  hauberk  and  the  plate  ; 
The  lambish  peple,  voyd  of  alle  vyce,    5c 
Hadden  no  fantasye  to  debate. 
But  ech  of  hem  wolde  other  wel  clieryce  ; 
No  pryde,  non  envye,  non  avaryce, 
No  lord,  no  taylage  by  no  tyranny e  ; 
Humblesse  and  pees,  good  feith,  the  em- 
perice,  55 

[f  Fulfilled  erthe  of  olde  curtesye.] 

Yit  was  not  Jupiter  the  likerous, 
That  first  was  fader  of  delicaej-e. 
Come   in   this  world ;    ne  Nembrot,   de- 
sirous 
To    reynen,    had    uat  maad    his   toures 
hyc.  60 

Alias,  alias  !    now  may  men  wepe  and 

crj-e  ! 
For  in  ovir  dayes  nis  but  covetyse 
[And]  doublenesse,  and  tresoun  and  envye, 
Poysoun,   manslauhtre,   and  mordre  in 
sondry  wyse.  64 


Finit  Etas  prima.    Chaucers. 


X.     FOETUNE. 


Balades  de  visage  sanz peinture. 

1.    Le  Pleintif  countre  Fortune. 

This  wrecched  worldes  transmutacioun, 
As  welo   or    wo,    now    povre    and    now 

honour, 
With-outen  ordre  or  wys  discrecioun 
Croverned  is  by  Fortunes  errour  ; 
But  natheles,  the  lak  of  hir  favour  5 


Ne  may  nat  don  me  singen,  though  I  dye. 
'  lay  tout  perdu  man  tonps  et  man  hibour  :' 
For  fynally,  Fortune,  I  thee  defye  ! 

Yit  is  me  left  the  light  of  my  resoun, 
To  knowen  frend  fro  fo  in  thy  mii-our.  10 
So  muche  hath  yit  thy  whirling  ap  and 

doun 
Y-taught  me  for  to  knowen  in  an  hont 
But  trewely,  no  force  of  thy  reddour 
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tU  (JUtnor  (poeme. 


To  him  that  over  him-self  hath  the  mays- 

trj-e ! 
Mj-  STiffisaunco  shal  be  my  socour  :  15 

For  fynally,  Fortune,  I  thee  defyc  ! 

0  Socrates,  thou  stedfast  champiomi, 
She  never  mighte  be  thy  tormeutour  : 
Thoii  never  dreddest  hir  oppressioun, 
Ne  in  hir  chere  fovuide  thou  no  savour.  20 
Thou  knewe  wel  deceit  of  hir  colour, 
And  that  hir  moste  worshipe  is  to  Ij-e. 

1  knowe  hir  eek  a  fals  dissimulour  : 
For  fynally,  Fortune,  I  thee  defje  ! 

II.  La  respounse  de  Fortxine  au  Pleintif. 

No   naan  is  -nTecched,   but  him-self  hit 

"wene,  25 

And  he   that   hath   him-self   hath    suf- 

fisaunce. 
Why  seystow  tlianne   I  am  to   thee  so 

kene, 
That  hast  thy-self  out  of  my  governaunce  ? 
Sey  thus  :    '  Graunt  naercy  of  thyn  ha- 

boundaunce 
That  thou  hast  lent  or  this.'    'WTiy  wolt 

thou  stryve?  30 

What    wostow    yit,     how     I    thee    wol 

avaunce  ? 
And  eek  thou  hast  thy  beste  frend  alyve  ! 

I  have  thee  taught  divisioun  bi-twene 
Frend  of  effect,  and  frend  of  counten- 

aunce  ; 
Thee    nedeth    nat    the    galle    of    noon 

hyene,  35 

That  cureth  eyen  derke  fro  hir  penaunce  ; 
Now  secstow  cleer,  that  were  in  ignor- 

aunce. 
Yit  halt  thyn  ancre,  and  yit  thovt  mayst 

arryve 
Ther  bountee  berth  the  keye  of  my  sub- 

staunce :  3^ 

And  eek  thou  hast  thy  beste  frend  alyve. 

How  many  have  I  refused  to  sustene. 
Sin  I  thee  fostred  have  in  thy  plesaunce ! 
Woltow  than  make  a  statut  on  thy  quene 
That  I  shal  been  ay  at  thyn  ordinaunce  ? 
Thou  born  art  in  my  regne  of  \ariaunce, 


A1x»\ite  the  wheel  with  other  most  thou 
dryve.  46 

My  lore  is  bet  than  wikke  is  thy  grev- 
aunce. 

And  eek  thou  hast  thy  beste  frend  alyve. 

III.    La  respounse  du  Pleintif 
countre  Fortune. 

Thy  lore  I  dampne,  hit  is  adversitee. 
My  frend  maystow  nat  reven,  blind  god- 

desse !  50 

That  I  thy  frendes  knowe,  I  thanke  hit 

thee. 
Tak  hem  agajm,  lat  hem  go  lye  on  presse  ! 
The  negardj'e  in  keping  hir  richesse 
Prenostik  is  thou  wolt  hir  tour  assayle ; 
Wikke  appetyt  comth  ay  before  seknesse : 
In  general,  this  reule  may  nat  fayle.      56 

La  respounse  de  Fortune  countre 
le  Pleintif. 

Thou  pinchest  at  my  mutabilitee. 
For  I  thee  lente  a  drope  ot  my  richesse, 
And  now  me  lyketh  to  with-drawe  me. 
Why  sholdestow  my  realtee  oppresso  ?  60 
The  see  may  ebbe  and  floweu  more  or  lesse ; 
The  welkne  hath  might  to  shyne,  reyne, 

or  haylo  ; 
Eight  so  mot  I  kythen  my  brotelnesse. 
In  general,  this  reule  may  nat  fayle. 

Lo,  th'execucion  of  the  magestee  65 

That  al  purveyeth  of  his  riglitwisnesse, 
That  same  thing  '  Fortune'  clepen  ye, 
Ye  blinde  bestcs,  ful  of  lewednesse  ! 
The  hevene  hath  propretee  of  sikernesse, 
This  world  hath  ever  resteles  travayle  ;  70 
Tliy  laste  day  is  ende  of  myn  intresse  : 
In  general,  tliis  reule  may  nat  fayle. 

Lenvoy  de  Fortune. 

Princes,  I  prey  you  of  your  gentilesse, 
Lat  nat  this  man  on  me  thus  crye  and 

plcyne. 
And  I  shal  quyte  you  your  bisinesse      73 
At  my  requesto,  as  three  of  you  ortwoyne; 
And,  but  you  list  releve  him  of  his  peyne, 
Proyeth  his  beste  frend,  of  his  noblesse, 
Tliat  to  som  beter  estat  he  mayatteyne.  79 


Explicit. 


XL    (nUrctfee  (:§tauU.      xii.  Zo  (Koeemounb^ 
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XL     MERCILES   BEAUTE :    A   TRIPLE   ROUNDEL. 


I.  Captivity. 

Your  yen  two  wol  slee  mc  sodenly, 
I  may  the  beautt;  of  hem  not  sustene, 
So  woimdeth  hit  throngh-out  my  herte 
kene. 

And  but  yonr  word  wol  helen  hastily 
My  hcrtes  wounde,  whyl  that  hit  is  grene. 
Yoicr  yen  two  ivol  slee  me  sodeitly,  6 

I  may  the  beatitd  of  hem  not  sustene. 

Upon  my  tronthe  I  sey  yow  feithfnlly. 

That  ye  ben  of  my  lyf  and  deeth  the  qnene  ; 

For  with  mydeeththetroutheshalbesene. 

Vou)'  yi'n  two  tcol  slee  me  sodenly,  ii 

/  may  the  heaiitt  of  hem  not  sustene, 

Sowoundethhitth7'ough-outmyherte  kene. 

II.  liejection. 

So  hath  your  beaute  fro  your  herte  chaced 

Pitee,  that  me  ne  availeth  not  to  pleyne ; 

For  Daunger    halt    your    mercy   in   his 

cheyne.  i6 

Giltles  my  deeth  thus  lian  ye  me  pur- 

chaccd  ; 
I  sey  j-ow  sooth,  me  nedeth  not  to  feyne  ; 


So  hnth  your  heaut&  fro  your  herte  chnced 
Pitee,  that  me  ne  availeth  not  to  pleyne.  20 

Alias!   that   nature    hath   in  yow  com- 
passed 
So  greet  beaute,  that  no  man  may  attejaie 
To  mercy,  though  he  sterve  for  the  peyne. 
So  hath  your  beatdd  fro  your  herte  chaced 
Pitee,  that  me  ne  availeth  not  to  pleyne;  25 
FwDaunger  halt  yourmercyin  his  cheyne, 

III.     Escape, 
I  Sin  I  fro  Love  escaped  am  so  fat, 
I  never  thenk  to  ben  in  his  prison  lene ; 
Sin  I  am  free,  I  counte  him  not  a  bene. 

He  may  answere,  and  seye  this  or  that ;  30 
I  do  no  fors,  I  speke  right  as  I  mene. 
Sin  I  fro  Love  escaped  am  so  fat, 
I  never  thenk  to  ben  in  his  prison  lene. 

Love  hath  my  name  y-strike  out  of  his 

sclat. 
And  he  is  strike  out  of  my  bokes  clene  35 
For  ever-mo  ;  -f-ther  is  non  other  mene. 
Sin  I  fro  Love  escaped  am  so  fat, 
I  never  thenk  to  ben  in  his  prison  lene; 
Sin  I  am  free,  I  counte  him  not  a  bene,  39 


Explicit. 


XII.     TO   ROSEMOUXDE.     A   BALADE. 


MADAirE,  ye  ben  of  al  beauts  shryne 
As  fer  as  cercled  is  the  mappemoiinde  ; 
For  as  the  cristal  glorious  ye  sliyue, 
And  lyko  ruby  ben  your  chokes  rounde. 
Therwith  ye  ben  so  mery  and  so  jocounde, 
That  at  a  revel  whan   that   I  see  yon* 

daunce,  6 

It  is  an  oynement  vinto  my  wounde, 
Thogh  ye  to  me  ne  do  no  daliatince. 


For  thogh  I  ^epe  of  teres  ful  a  tyne, 
Yet  may  that  wo  mjni  herte  nat  con- 

foundo ;  10 

Your  fseemly  voys  that  ye  so  "l-snial  out- 

t\\'yne 
Makcth    my    thoght   in    joye   and    blis 

habounde. 
So  curteisly  I  go,  with  love  bounde. 
That  to  my-self  I  sey,  in  mj-  penaunce, 
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SufFyseth  me  to  love  you,  Rosemounde,  15      That  I  am  trewe  Tristam  the  secoimde.  20 


Thogh  j-e  to  me  ne  do  no  daliaunce. 

Kas  never  pyk  walwed  in  galanntyne 
As  I  in  love  am  walwed  and  y-wonndc  ; 
For  wliicli  t'ul  ofte  I  of  my-self  di^•yne 

Tregentil. 


My  love  may  not  refroyd  bo  nor  afounde  ; 
I  brenne  ay  in  an  amorovis  plesannce. 
Do  Avliat  j-oii  list,  I  wil  your  tliral   bo 

fonnde, 
Thiicjli  ye  to  me  ne  do  no  daliaunce.       24 

Chaucer. 


XIII.     TEUTH. 


Balade  de  bon  conseyl. 

Flee  fro  the  prees,  and  dwelle  with  soth- 

fastnesse, 
Snffyce    unto    thy   good,  though  hit  be 

smal ; 
For  hord  hath  hate,  and  climbing  tiliel- 

nesse, 
Prees  hath  envj-e,  and  wele  blent  overal ; 
Savour  no  more  than  thee  bihove  shal ;  5 
Werk  wel  thy-self,  that  other  folk  canst 

rede  : 
And  trouthe  shal  delivere,  hit  is  no  drede. 

Tempest  thee  noght  al  croked  to  redresse, 
In  tiiist  of  hir  that  tuxneth  as  a  bal  : 
Gret  reste  stant  in  litel  besinesse  ;  10 

And  eek  be  war  to  sporne  ageyn  an  al ; 
Strj-vo  noght,   as  doth  the  crokke  with 

the.wal. 
Daunte   thj--self,    that  dauntest   otheres 

dede  ; 
And  trouthe  shal  delivere,  hit  is  no  drede. 


That  thee  is  sent,  recey^-e  in  Inixumnesse, 
The  wrastling  for  this   worlde   axetli  a 

fal.  16 

Her  nis  non  hoom,  her  nis  but  wilder- 

nesse  : 
Forth,  pilgrim,  forth  !     Forth,  bestc,  out 

of  thy  stal ! 
Know  thy  contree,  look  up,  thank  God 

ofal;    . 
Hold  the  hye  wey,  and  lat  thy  gost  thee 

lede  :  20 

And  trouthe  shal  delivere,  hit  is  no  drede. 

Envoy.  OL  lJo<X^/  i^^ 

Tlierfore,    thou    vacho,  /leve    thyn     old 

wreccheduesse 
Unto  the  worlde  ;  leve  now  to  be  thral ; 
Ci-j'e  him  mercy,  that  of  his  hy  goodnesse 
Made  thee  of  noght,  and  in  especial       25 
Draw  unto  him,  .and  pray  in  general 
For  thee,  and  eek  for  other,  hevenlicli 

mede  ;  27 

And  trouthe  shal  delivere,  hit  is  no  drede. 


Explicit  Le  bon  counseill  de  G.  Chaucer. 


XIY.     GENTILESSE. 


Moral  Balade  of  Chaucer. 

The  firste  stok,  fader  of  gentilesse — 
What  man  that  claymeth  gentil  for  to  Ije, 
Must  i'olowe  his  trace,  and  alle  his  wittes 

dresse 
Vertu  to  sewe,  and  \-j'ces  for  to  flee. 
For  unto  vertu  longeth  dignitee,  5 


And  noght  the  revers,  saufly  dar  I  deme, 
Al  wore  he  mytre,  croune,  or  diademe. 

This  firste  stok  was  ful  of  rightwisnesse, 
Trewe  of  his    word,   sobre,  pitous,   and 

free, 
f'lene  of  his  goste,  and  loved  besinesse,    10 
Ageinst  the  vyce  of  .slouthe,  in  honestee  ; 


XIII.  Zvut^.—xvi.  ^enwog  a  ^cogan. 
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Ami,  but  his  heir  love  vertu,  as  dide  he, 
He  is  noght  gentil,  thogh  he  riche  seme, 
Al  were  he  mytre,  croime,  or  diademe. 

V.vee  may  wel  be  heir  to  old  richesse  ;    15 
But  ther  may  no  man,  as  men  may  wel  see. 


Beqnetho  liis  heir  his  vertiious  noblesse 
That  is  appropred  unto  110  degree, 
But  to  the  firste  fader  in  magestee. 
That  f  maketh  him  his  heir,  that  can  him 
queme,  at) 

Al  were  he  mjrtre,  croiine,  or  diademe- 


XT.     LAK   OF   STEDFASTNESSE. 


Balade. 

SoM  tyme  this  world  was  so  stedfost  and 

stable, 
Tliat  mannes  word  m\is  obligacioun. 
And  now  hit  is  so  fals  and  deceivable, 
"that  word  and  deed,  as  in  conclusionn, 
Ben  no-thing  lyk,  for  turned  \\\i  so  doun  5 
Is  al  this  world  for  mode  and  wilfulnesse, 
That  al  is  lost  for  lak  of  stedfastnesse. 

A'^liat  maketh  this  world  to  be  so  variable, 
But  lust  that  folk  have  in  dissensiouu  ? 
Among  vis  now  a  man  is  holde  unable,  10 
But-if  he  can,  by  som  collusioun, 
Don  his  neighbour  wrong  or  oppressioun. 
What  canseth  this,  but  wilful  wrecched- 

nesse, 
Tliat  al  is  lost,  for  lak  of  stedfastnesse  ? 


Trouthe  is  jiut  doun,  resoun  is  holden 
fable ;  15 

Vertu  hath  now  no  dominacioun, 

Pitee  exyled,  no  man  is  merciable. 

Through  covetyse  is  blent  discrecioun  ; 

The  world  hath  mad  a  permiitacionn 

Fro  right  to  ■\^Tong,  fro 'trouthe  to  fikel- 
nesse,  20 

That  al  is  lost,  for  lak  of  stedfastnesse. 

Lenvoy  to  King  Richard. 

O  prince,  desyre  to  be  honourable. 
Cherish  thy  folk  and  hate  extorcionn  '. 
Suffre  no  thing,  that  may  be  reprevable 
To  thyn  estat,  don  in  thy  regioun.  25 

Shew  forth  thy  swerd  of  castigacioun, 
Dred  God,  do  law,  love  trouthe  and  wort  hi- 
nesse,  27 

And  wed  thy  folk  agein  to  stedfastnesse. 


Explicit. 


XVI.     LENVOY   DE   CHAUCER   A   SCOGAN. 


To-BROKEN  been  the  statuts  hye  in  hevene 
That  creat  were  eternally  to  dure, 
Sith  that  I  see  the  brighte  goddes  sevene 
Mow  wepe  and  wayle,  and  passioun  en- 
dure. 

As  may  in  erthe  a  mortal  creature.  5 

Alias,  fro  whennes  may  this  thing  pro- 
cede? 
Of  whiche  errour  I  deye  almost  for  drede. 


By  worde  eterne  whylom  was  hit  shape 
That  fro  the  fifte  cercle,  in  no  manere, 
Ne  mighte    a   drope  of   teres  doun   es- 
cape. I  a 
But  now  so  wepeth  Yentis  in  hir  spere, 
That  with  hir  teres  she  wol  drenche  us 

here. 
Alias,  Scogan  !  this  is  for  thyn  offence  ! 
Thou  causest  this  deluge  of  pestilence. 
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Hast  tlioii  not  seyd,  in  blaspheme  of  this 

goddes,  15 

Tlirongh   pryde,    or   throtigh    thy   g^ete 

rakehiesse, 
Swich  thing  as  in  tho  lawe  of  love  for- 

bode  is  ? 
That,  for  thy  lady  saw  nat  thy  distresse, 
Tlierfor  thon  yave  hir  np  at  Miehelmesse  ! 
Alias,  Scogan  !  of  oldc  folk  no  yonge     20 
Was  never  erst   Scogan  blamed  for  his 

tonge ! 

Thou  drowe  in  scorn  Cupyde  eek  to  record 
Of  thilke  rebel  word  that  thou  hast  spoken, 
For  which  he  wol  no  lenger  be  thy  lord. 
And,   Scogan,    thogh   his    bowe   be    nat 
broken,  25 

He  wol  nat  with  his  arwes  been  y-wroken 
On  thee,  ne  me,  ne  noon  of  our  figure  ; 
Weshulof  him  have  neyther  hurt  ne  cure. 

Now  certes,  frend,  I  drede  of  thyn  tin- 
happe. 

Lest  for  thy  gilt  the  wreche  of  Love  pro- 
cede  ,^0 

On  alle  hem  that  ben  bore  and  roTinde  of 
shape, 


That  ben  so  lykly  folk  in  love  to  spede. 
Than  shul  we  for  otir  labour  han  no  mede  ; 
But  wel  I  wot,  thou  wilt  answere  and  soye : 
'  Lo  !  olde  Grisel  list  to  ryme  and  pleye  ! ' 

Nay,  Scogan,  soy  not  so,  for  I  m 'excuse,  ^C> 
God  help  mo  so  !  in  no  rym,  doutelees, 
Xe  thinke  I  never  of  slepe  wak  my  muse. 
That  rusteth  in  my  shethe  stille  in  peo.=!. 
"VNTijd  I  was  youg,  I  piitte  hir  forth  in 
prees,  40 

But  al  shal  passe  that  men  prose  or  ryme  ; 
Take  every  man  his  turn,  as  for  his  tyme. 

Envoy. 

Scogan,  that  knelest  at  the  stremes  hcod  ' 
Of  gi-ace,  of  alle  honour  and  worthinesse, 
In  th'ende  of  which  streme"  I  am  dnl  as 

deed,  45 

Forgete  in  solitarie  wildernesse  ; 
Yet,   Scogan,   thenke  on   Tullitis  kinde- 

nosse, 
Minne  thy  frend,  ther  it  may  fructifye  ! 
Far-wel,  and  lok   thou   never  eft  Love 

defye !  49 

1  I.  e.  Wiiidesore.  -  L  e.  Grenew-ich. 


XVII.     LENVOY   DE   CHAUCER  A   BUKTON. 


The  counseil  of  Chaucer  touching 
Mariage,  which  was  sent  to  Bukton. 

My  maister  Bukton,  whan  of  Criste  our 

kinge 
Was  axed,   what  is  trouthe  or  sothfast- 

nesse, 
He  nat  a  word  answerde  to  that  axinge, 
As   who   saith  :    'no   man  is   al    trewe,' 

I  gesse. 
And  therfor,  thogh  I  highte  to  oxpresse 
The  sorwe  and  wo  that  is  in  mariage,      6 
I  dar  not  wryto  of  hit  no  wikkednesse, 
Lest  I  my-self  falle  eft  in  swich  dotage. 

T  wol  nat  seyn,  how  that  hit  is  the  cheyne 
Of  .Sathanas,  onwhichhe  gnawethever,  10 


But  I  dar  seyn,  were  he  out  of  his  pcyno, 
As  by  his   wille,   he  wolde  be    bounde 

never. 
But  thilke  doted  fool  that  eft  hath  lever 
Y-clicjmed  be  than  out  of  jirisoun  crepe, 
Crod  lete  him  never  fro  his  wo  dissever,  15 
Ne  no  man  liim  bewajde,  though  he  wepe. 

But  yit,  lest  tliou  do  worse,  tak  a  wyf ; 
Bet  is  to  wedde,  than  brenne  in  worse 

■wyse. 
But  thou  shalt  have  sorwe  on  thy  flesh, 

tliy  lyf, 

And  been  thy  ■wys.-es  thral,  as  sej-n  these 
wyse ;  20 

.\nd  if  that  holy  writ  may  nat  suffyse. 
Experience  shal  thee  teche,  so  mayhappe. 


XVIII.    ZU  ComTpk^nt  of  (penuB. 


12; 


That  tlieo  were  lever  to  he  take  iu  Fiyse 
Than  eft  to  falle  of  wedding  iu  the  truppe. 


Envoy. 

This  litel  writ,  proverbes,  or  figure 
I  sende  you,  tak  kepe  of  hit,  I  redo 


25 


Unwj's  is  he  that  can  no  wele  endure. 
If  thou  be  siker,«iiut  thee  nat  iu  drede. 
The  Wj-f  of  Bathe  I  pray  you  that  ye  rede 
Of  this  niatere  that  wo  have  on  honde.  30 
God  graunte  you  your  lyf  frely  to  lede 
In  fredom ;  for  ful  hard  is  to  be  bonde. 


Explicit. 


XVIII.     THE   COMPLEYNT    OF  VENUS. 


I,    ( The  Lo  ver  'a  woHh  iness. ) 

TuEK  uis  so  hy  comfort  to  my  plesaunce, 
Whan  that  I  am  in  any  hevinesse, 
As  for  to  have  leyser  of  remembraunce 
Upon  the  manhod  aud  the  wortliiuesse, 
Upou  the  trouthe,  aud  on  the  stedfastuesse 
Of  him  whos  I  am  al,  whyl  I  may  dure  ;  6 
Ther  oghte  blame  me  no  creature, 
For  every  wight  preiseth  his  gentilesse. 

Iu  him  is  bountee,  wisdom,  govemaunce 
Wei  more  then  any  mauues  wit  can  gesse ; 
For  grace   hath   wold   so    ferforth   him 
avaunce  11 

That  of  kuighthode  he  is  parfit  richesse. 
Honour  honoureth  him  for  his  noblesse  ; 
Therto  so  wel  hath  formed  him  Nature, 
That  I  am  his  for  ever,  I  him  assiu-e,      15 
For  every  wight  preiseth  his  gentilesse. 

And  not-withstanding  al  his  snffisaunce. 
His  geutil  herte  is  of  so  greet  httmblesso 
To  me  iu  worde,  iu  werke,  in  contenatmce. 
And  me  to  serve  is  al  his  besinesse,        20 
That  I  nm.  set  iu  verrey  sikemesse. 
Thus  oghte  I  blesse  wel  myu  aventurc, 
Sith  that  him  list  me  serven  and  honouix' ; 
For*  every  wight  preiseth  his  gentilesse. 

II.     {Disquietude  caused  by  Jealousy.) 

Now  certes,  Love,  hit  is  right  covenable 
That  meu  ful  dere  bye  thy  uoljle  thing,  26 
As  wake  a-bedde,  and  fasten  at  the  table, 
Weping  to  laughe,  and   singe  in   com- 

pleyuing, 
And  douu  to  caste  visage  aud  lokiugj 


Often  to  chaungen  hewe  and  contenaunce, 
fPleyne  iu  sleping,  and  dremeu  at  the 
dauncc,  31 

Al  the  revers  of  any  glad  feling. 

Jalousye  be  hanged  by  a  cable  ! 
She  wolde  al  kuowe  through  liir  espying; 
Ther  doth  no  wight  no-thing  so  resouable, 
That  al  uis  harm  iu  hir  iinageniug.        36 
Thus  dere  abought  is  love,  in  yeviug, 
Which  ofte  he  yiveth  with-otite  ordin- 

aunce. 
As  sorow  ynogh,  aud  litel  of  plesaunce, 
Al  the  rovers  of  any  glad  feling.  40 

A  litel  tyme  his  yift  is  agreable, 
Bitt  ful  encomberous  is  the  using  ; 
For  sotel  Jalousye,  the  deceyvable, 
Ful  often-tyme  causeth  destourbiug. 
Tlius  be  we  ever  iu  drede  and  suffering. 
In  nouncerteyn  we  languisshe  in    pen- 

aunce,  46 

And  han  ful  often  many  an  hard  mes- 

chaunce, 
Al  the  revers  of  anj-  glad  feling. 

III.     {Satisfaction  in  Constancy.) 

But  certes.  Love,  I  sey  nat  iu  such  wjso 
That  for  t'escape  out  of  your  lace  I  mente ; 
For  I  so  longe  have  been  iu  yourservyse  51 
That  for  to  lete  of  wol  I  never  assento  ; 
No  force  thogh  Jalousye  me  tormeute  ; 
Suffyceth  me  to  see  him  whan  I  may,    54 
And  therfore  cei-tes,  to  myu  ending-day 
To  love  him  best  ne  shal  I  never  reijcuta 

And  certes.  Love,  whan  I  mo  wel  avyse 
On  any  estat  that  mau  may  reprcsentc, 
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ZU  (Pltnor  (poeme. 


Than  have  ye  maked  me,  througli  your 

franchyse,  • 

Chese  the  best  that  ever  on  erthe  wente. 
Xow  love  wel,  herte,  and  look  thou  never 

stente ;  6i 

And  let  the  jelous  putte  hit  in  assay 
That,  for  no  peyne  wol  I  nat  sey  nay  ; 
To  love  him  best  ne  shal  I  never  repente. 

Herte,  to  thee  hit  oghte  y-nogh  suffj'se  65 
That  Love  so  hy  a  grace  to  thee  sente, 
To  chese  the  worthiest  in  alio  ^vj'se 
And  most  agreable  nnto  myn  entente. 
Seche  no  ferther,  ncyther  -way  ne  wcnte, 
Sith  I  have  suffisaiince  unto  my  pay.     70 
Thus  wol  I  ende  this  compleynt  or  lay  ; 
To  love  him  best  ne  shal  I  never  repente. 


Lenvoy. 

Princess,    receyveth   this    complcj-nt   in 

gree, 
Unto  your  excellent  benignitee 

Direct  after  my  litel  suffisaunce.  75 

For  eld,  that  in  my  spirit  dulleth  me, 
Hath  of  endyting  al  the  soteltee 

Wei    ny   bereft    out    of    mj'    remem- 

braunce ; 
And   eek   to  me  hit  is  a   greet  pen- 
auuce, 
Sith  rym  in  English  hath  swicli  scarsitee, 
To  folowe  word  by  word  the  curiositee  81 
Of  Graunson,  flour  of  hem  that  make 
in  Fraunce. 


XIX.     THE   COMPLEINT   OF  CHAUCER  TO   HIS 
EMPTY   PURSE. 


To  3'ou,  my  purse,  and  to  non  other  wight 
Com^jleyne  I,  for  ye  be  my  lady  dere  ! 
I  am  so  sory,  now  that  ye  be  light  ; 
For  certes,  but  ye  make  me  hevy  chere. 
Me  were  as  lecf  be  leyd  up-on  my  here  ;  5 
For  wliiche  un-to  your  mercy  thus  I  crye  : 
Beth  hevy  agej'n,  or  cUes  mot  I  dye  ! 

Now  voucheth  sai\f  this  day,  or  hit  be 

night, 
That  I  of  you  the  blisful  soun  may  here. 
Or  see  your  colour  lyk  the  Sonne  bright, 
1'hat  of  yelownesse  hadde  never  pere.    1 1 
Ye  be  my  lyf,  ye  be  myn  hertes  stere, 
Qviene  of  comfort  and  of  good  companye  : 
Beth  hevy  ageyn,  or  dies  mot  I  dye  ! 


Now  purs,  that  be  to  me  my  lyves  light,  15 
And  saveour,  as  doun  in  this  worlde  here, 
Out  of  this  toune  help  me  through  your 

might, 
Sin  that  ye  wole  nat  been  my  tresorere ; 
For  I  am  shave  as  nye  as  any  frere. 
But  yit  I  pray  un-to  your  curtesye  :       20 
Beth  hevy  agejm,  or  elles  mot  I  dye  ! 

Lenvoy  de  Chaucer. 

O  conquerour  of  Brutes  Albioun  ! 
Which  that  by  lyne  and  free  eleccioun 
Ben  verray  king,  this  song  to  you  I  sende ; 
And  ye,  that  mowen  al  our  harm  amende. 
Have  minde  up-on  my  supi)licaciouu  !   j6 


XX.      PROVERBS. 


Proverbe  of  Chaucer. 


What  sliul  thise  clothes  -j-many-fold, 
Tx) !  this  hote  somers  day  ? — 

After  greet  heet  cometh  cold  ; 
No  man  caste  his  pilche  away. 


IL 


Of  al  this  world  the  wyde  compas 
Hit  wol  not  in  myn  armes  tweyne. 

Who-so  mochel  wol  embrace 
Litel  therof  he  shal  distrej'ne. 


cHppenMx. 
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APPENDIX. 


[The  folloiving  Poems  are  also  2>fubably  genuine ;  but  are  placed  here 
for  lack  of  external  endence.] 


XXI.     AGAINST  WOMEN   UNCONSTANT. 


Balade. 

Madame,  for  your  newe-fangelnesse, 
Many  a  servaixiit  have  j-e  \n\t  out  of  grace, 
I  take  my  levo  of  your  unstcdfastnesse, 
For  wel  I  wot,  whyl  ye  have  lyves  space, 
Ye  can  not  love  ful  half  year  in  a  place  ;  5 
To  nevve  thing  your  lust  is  ever  kene  ; 
In  Steele  of  blew,  thus  may  ye  were  al 
grene. 

Eight  as  a  mirour  nothing  may  enpresse, 
But,  lightly  as  it  cometh,  so  mot  it  pace, 
So  fareth  your  love,  j'oiir  werkes  bereth 
witnesse.  10 

Ther  is  no  feith  that  may  your  herte  en- 
brace  ; 


But,  as  a  wedercok,  that  turneth  his  face 
With  every  wind,  ye   fare,  and   that  is 

sene  ; 
In  stede  of  blew,  thus  naay  ye  were  al 

grene. 

Ye  might  be  shryned,  for  your  brotelnesse, 
Bet  than  Dalyda,  Creseide  or  Candace  ;  16 
For  ever  in  chaunging  -f-stant  your  siker- 

nessc, 
That  tacho  may  no  wight  fro  your  herto 

arace  ; 
If  ye  lese  oon,  ye  can  wel  tweyn  purchace  ; 
Al  light  for  somer,  ye  woot  wel  what  I 

mene,  20 

In  stede  of  blew,  thus  may  j'e  were  al 

grene. 


Explicit. 


XXII.     AN    AMOROUS   COMPLEINT. 

DAMOURS.) 


(COMPLEINT 


An  amorous  Compleint,  made  at 

Windsor. 
WHICH     that     am    the    sorwefuUeste 
man 

That  in  this  world  was  ever  ^■it  livinge, 
And  leest  recovei'cr  of  him-selven  can, 
Boginne  -fthus  my  deedly  compleininge 
•On  hir,  that  may  to  lyf  and  deeth  me 
bringe,  5 


I  ^Vhich  hath  on  me  no  mercy  ne  no  rewthe 
!  That  love  hir  best,  but  sleeth  me  for  my 

!  trewthe. 

I 
Can  I  noght  doon  nc  seye  that  maj-  yow 

lyke, 
fFor  certes,  now,  alias!  alias!  the  whyle! 
Your   plesaunce   is   to  laughen  whan  I 
syke,  10 

And  thu^yc  me  from  al  my  blisse  exylc. 
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ZU  QUtnor  (poeme. 


Ye  Lau  lue  cast  in  thilko  spitous  yle 
Thei-  iie\-er  man  on  Ij-ve  niighte  asterte  ; 
This  liave  I  for  I  lovS  you,  swete  herte  ! 

Sooth  is,  that  wel  I  woot,  by  lyklinesse, 
If  that  it  were  thing  possible  to  do         i6 
T'acompte  yonre  beutee  and  goodnesse, 
I  h;ive  no  wonder  thogh  yc  do  nie  wo  ; 
Sithljth'unworthiestthatmayrydeorgo, 
Diirste  ever  thinken  in  so  hy  a  place,    20 
What  wonder  is,  thogh  ye  do  me  no  grace? 

Alias  !  thus  is  my  lyf  brought  to  an  ende. 
My  deeth,  I  see,  is  my  conclusioun  ; 
I  may  wel  singe,  '  in  sory  tyme  I  spende 
My  Ij-f ; '  that  song  may  have  confusioun  ! 
For  mercy,  pitee,  and  deep  affeccioun,  26 
I  sey  for  me,  for  al  my  deedly  chere, 
Alle  thise  diden,  in  that,  me  love  yow  dere. 

And  in  this  wyse  and  in  dispajTe  I  live 
In  love  ;  nay,  but  in  dispajTe  I  dye  !      30 
But  shal  I  thus  [to]  yow  my  deeth  for-give. 
That  causeles  doth  me  this  sorow  drye  ? 
Ye,  certes,  I !  For  she  of  my  folye 
Hath  nought  to  done,  although  she  do  me 

sterve ; 
Hit  is  nat  with  hir  wil  that  I  hir  serve !  35 

Than  sith  I  am  of  my  sorowe  the  cause 
And  sith  that  I  have  this,  withoute  hir 

reed, 
Tlian  may  I  seyn,  right  shortly  in  a  clause. 
It  is  no  blame  iinto  hir  womanheed 
Though  swich  a  wrecche  as  I  be  for  hir 

deed ;  40 

[And]  yet  alwey  two  thinges  doon  me  dyS, 
That  is  to  seyn,  hir  beutee  and  myu  ye. 

So  that,  algates,  she  is  the  verray  rote 
Of  my  disese,  and  of  my  dethe  also  ; 
For  with  oon  word  she  mighte  be  my  bote. 
If  that  she  vouched  sauf  for  to  do  so.     46 
But  [why]  than  is  hir  gladnosso  at  my  wo  ? 
It  is  hir  wone  plesaunce  for  to  take, 
To  seen  hir  servaunts  dyen  for  hir  sake  ! 

But  certes,  than  is  al  my  wonderinge,  50 
Sithen  she  is  the  fayrest  creature 
As  to  my  dome,  that  ever  was  livinge, 
The  benignest  and  besto  eek  that  nature 
Hath  wrought   or   shal,    whj-l   that   the 
world  may  dure, 


Whj-  that  she  lefte  pite  so  behindo  ?  55 
It  was,  y-wis,  a  g^eet  defaute  in  kinde. 

Yit  is  al  this  no  lak  to  hir,  pardee. 
But  god  or  nature  sore  woldo  I  blame ; 
For,  though  she  shewo  no  pite  unto  me, 
Sithen  that  shedoth  othere  menthesame, 
I  no  oughto  to  despyse  mj'  ladies  game ;  61 
Itishirpley  to  laughen  whan  men  syketh. 
And  I  assente,  al  that  hir  list  and  lyketh ! 

Yit  wolde  I,  as  I  dar,  with  sorweful  herte 
Biseche  un-to  your  meke  womanhedo  65 
That  I  now    dorste  my   sharpe  sorwes 

smerte 
Shewe  by  worde,  that  ye  wolde  ones  rede 
The  pleynte  of  me,   the  wliich  ful  sore 

drede 
That  I  have  seid  here,  through  mj-n  un- 

connmge. 
In  any  worde  to  yovir  displesinge.  .         70 

lothest  of  anjiihing  that  ever  was  loth 
Were  me,  as  wisly  god  my  soule  save  ! 
To  seyn  a  thing  through  which  j'e  might 

be  wroth  ; 
And,  to  that  day  that  I  bo  loyd  in  grave, 
A  trewer  servaunt  shulle  ye  never  have  ; 
And,  though  that  I  on  yow  have  plejnied 

here,  76 

Forgiveth  it  me,  myn  owne  lady  dere  ! 

Ever  have  I   been,  and  shal,   how-so  I 

wende, 
Outher  to  live  or  dye,  your  humble  trewe ; 
Ye  been  to  me  my  ginning  and  inyn  ende, 
Sonne  of  the  sterre  bright  and  clere  of 

hewe,  81 

Alwey  in  oon  to  love  yow  freshly  newe. 
By  god  and  by  my  trouthe,  is  myu  entente ; 
To  live  or  dye,  I  wol  it  never  repente  ! 

This  compleynt  on  seint  Valeutynes  day. 
Whan  every  foul  [therj  chcseli  shal  his 

make,  86 

To  hir,  whos  I  am  hool,  and  shal  alwey. 
This  woful  song  and  this   compleynt  I 

make. 
That  never  yit  wolde  me  to  mercy  take  ; 
And  yit  wol  I  [for]  evei-more  her  serve  90 
And  love  hir  best,  although  she  do  mo 

sten'e. 


Ex-jplicit, 


xxrv.    (^Domanfj  (Jtofifeeee. 
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XXIII.     A   BALADE   OF   COMPLEYNT. 

[This  is  added  as  being  a  good  example  of  a  Compleynt  in  Chaucer's  style.] 


CoMPLETSB  ne  coude,  ne  might  myn  herte 

never 
My  peynes  halve,  ne  what  torment  I  have, 
lliongh  that  I  sholdo  in  your  presence 

hen  ever, 
My  hertes  lady,  as  wisly  he  me  save 
Tliat  boiintee  made,  and  heutee  list  to 

grave  5 

In  yonrpersone,  and  bad  hem  botho  infere 
Ever  t'awayte,  and  ay  be  wher  ye  were. 

As  wisly  he  gye  alle  my  joyes  here 
As  I  am  youres,  and  to  .vow  sad  and  trewe. 
And  ye,  my  lyf  and  cause  of  my  good 
chere,  10 


And  deeth  also,  whan  ye  my  peynes  newe, 
My  worldes  joye,  whom  I  wol  serve  and 

sewe. 
My  heven  hool,  and  al  my  suffisaunce, 
Whom  for  to  serve  is  set  al  my  plesaunce. 

Beseching  yow  in  my  most  humble  wyse 
T'accepte  in  worth  this  litel  povre  dyte,  16 
And  for  my  trouthe  my  service  nat  de- 

spyse, 
MjTi  observaunce  eck  have  nat  in  dospyte, 
Ne  yit  to  long  to  suffren  in  this  plyte  ; 
I  yow  beseche,  mjoi  hertes  lady,  here,   20 
Sith   I   yow   serve,  and   so   wil   yeer   by 

yero. 


XXIV.     WOMANLY   NOBLESSE. 

[This  genuine  poem  was  first  printed  in  June,  1894.] 


0 

com- 


Balade  that  Chaucier  made. 

So  hath  my  herte  caught  in  remembraiince 

Your  beauts  hool,  and  stedfast  govern- 

aunce. 

Your  vertues  all6,  and  your  hy  noblesse, 

Tliat  you  to  serve  is  set  al  my  plesaunce  ; 

So  wel  me  lykth  yo\ir  womanly  conten- 

auncc. 

Your  fresshe   fetures   and   your 

linessc, 
That,   whyl   I   live,    my    herte   to   his 
maistressc. 
You  hath  ful  chose,  in  trewperseveraunce, 
Xcver  to  chaunge,  for  no  maner  dis- 
trcsse. 

And     sith    I    [j'ou]    shal    do    this    ob- 
ser\-aunce  jo 

IAl  my  lyf,  withouten  displesaunce. 
You  for  to  sers-e  with  al  my  besinesse, 
[Taketh  me,  lady,  in  your  obeisaunce] 
And  have  me  somwhat  in  yoxir  souven- 
aunce. 
My  woful  herte  siifFreth  greet  duresse ;  15 
And   [loke]  how  humb][el]y,    with    al 
simplesse, 


My  wil  I  conforme  to  your  ordenaunce, 
As  3'ou  best  list,  mj-  pejTies  f  to  redressa 

Considring  eek  how  I  hange  in  balaunce 
In    your    servyc6 ;     swich,    lo !     is    my 
chaunce,  20 

Abyding  grace,  whan  that  your  gentil- 
nesse 
Of  my  gret  wo  list  doon  allegeannce,      ' 
And  with  your  pite  me  soni  wyse  avaunce, 
In  ful  rebating  of  my  hevinesse  ; 
And   think  f  res6un,   that  wommanly 
noblesse  25 

Shuld  nat  desyrc  f  for  to  doon  outrance 
Ther-as  she  findeth  noon  tinbuxumnesse. 

Lenvoye. 

Auctour  of  norture,  lady  of  plesaunce, 
Soveraine  of  heante,  flour  of  womruau- 
hede. 
Take  ye  non  hede  unto  myn  ign<  >rauuce,  30 
But  this  receyveth  of  your  goodlihede^ 
Thinking    that    I    have    caught    in    re- 

membraunce 
Your  beauts  hool,  j-our  stedfast  govem- 
aunce. 


BOETHIUS     DE    CONSOLATIONE 
PHILOSOPHIE. 


BOOK    I. 


Metre  I.     Carmina  qui  quondam  studio 
florente  peregi, 

Allas  !  I,  weping,  am  constreined  to 
tiginnen  vers  of  sorowful  matere,  that 
whylom  in  florisching  studie  made  delit- 
aUe  ditees.  For  lo  !  rendinge  Muses  of 
5  poetes  endyten  to  me  thinges  to  be 
■writen  ;  and  drery  vers  of  wrecchednesse 
•weten  my  face  ■with  verray  teres.  At 
the  leeste,  no  drede  ne  mighte  over- 
comen  tho   Muses,  that  they  ne  weren 

lo  felawes,  and  folweden  my  wey,  that  is 
t(i  seyn,  ichan  I  was  exyled ;  they  that 
weren  glorie  of  my  youthe,  whylom  wele- 
ful  and  grene,  comforten  now  the  sorow- 
ful werdes  of  me,  olde  man.     For  elde 

15  is  comen  unwarly  upon  me,  hasted  by 
the  harmes  that  I  have,  and  sorow  hath 
comaunded  his  age  to  be  in  me.  Heres 
hore  ben  shad  overtymeliche  upon  myn 
heved,  and  the  slake  skin  trembleth  upon 

20  myn  empted  body.    Thilke  deeth  of  men 
is  weleful  that  ne  cometh  not  in  yeres 
that  ben  swete,  but  cometh  to  wrecches,* 
often  y-cleped.         Alias  I  alias !  with  how 
deef  an  ere  deeth,  cruel,  torneth  awey 

25  fro  wi-ecches,  and  naiteth  to  closen 
wepinge  eyen  !  Whyl  Fortune,  imfeith- 
ful,  favorede  me  with  lighte  goodes,  the 
sorowful  houre,  that  is  to  seyn,  the  deeth, 
haddc  almost  dreynt  myn  heved.     But 

30  now,  for  Fortune  cloudy  hath  chaunged 


hir  deceyvable  chere  to  me-ward,  myn 
unpitous  lyf  draweth  a-long  unagreable 
dwellinges  in  me.  O  ye,  my  frendes,  what 
orwhertoavauntedeyemeto  ben  weleful? 
for  he  that  hath  fallen  stood  nat  in  35 
stedefast  degree. 

Prosk  I.     Hec  dum  mscum  tacitus  ipse 
rejnitarem. 

W'hyle  that  I  stille  recordede  thise 
thinges  with  my-self,  and  markede  my 
weeply  compleynte  with  office  of  pointel, 
I  saw,  stondinge  aboven  the  heighte  of 
myn  heved,  a  woman  of  ful  greet  re-  5 
verence  by  semblaunt,  hir  ej'en  bren- 
ninge  and  clcer-seinge  over  the  comune 
might  of  men  ;  with  a  lyfly  colour,  and 
with  swich  vigour  and  strengthe  that  it 
ne  mighte  nat  ben  empted ;  al  were  it  10 
so  that  she  was  ful  of  so  greet  age,  that 
men  ne  wolde  nat  trowen,  in  no  inanere, 
that  she  were  of  oure  elde.  The  stature 
of  hir  was  of  a  doutous  jugement ;  for 
som-tyme  she  constreinede  and  shronk  15 
hir-selven  lyk  to  the  comune  mesure  of 
men,  and  sum-tyme  it  sonriede  tliat  she 
touchede  the  hevene  with  the  heighte  of 
liir  heved  ;  and  whan  she  beef  hir  heved 
hyer,  she  percede  tlie  selve  hevene,  so  20 
tliat  tho  sighte  of  men  looking  was  in 
ydel.  Hir  clothes  weren  maked  of  right 
delye  thredes  and  subtil  crafte,  of  per- 
durable matere  ;  the  whiche  clothes  she 
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25  liaddo  woven  with  hir  owene  hondes,  as 
I  knew  wel  after  by  hir-self,  declaringe 
and  shewingo  to  me  the  beautee ;  the 
whiche  clothes  a  derknesse  of  a  forleten 
and   dispysed   eldo   hadde    dusked    and 

30  derkcd,  as  it  is  wont  to  derken  bi- 
smokede  images.  In  the  netheresto 
hem  or  borduro  of  thise  clothes  men 
redden,  y-woven  in,  a  Grekissh  P,  that 
signifyeth  the  Jyf  Actif;  and  aboven  that 

35  lettre,  in  the  hej-este  bordure,  a  Grekissh 
T,  that  signifyeth  the  lyf  Contemplatif. 
And  bi-twixen  these  two  lettres  ther 
weren  seyn  degrees,  nobly  y-wroght  in 
manere  of  laddres  ;    by  whiche  degrees 

40  men  mighten  climben  fro  the  nethereste 
lettre  to  the  uppereste.  Natheles,  handes 
of  some  men  hadde  corven  that  cloth 
by  violence  and  by  strengthe  ;  and 
everiche  man  of  hem  hadde  born  awey 

45  swiche  peces  as  he  mighte  geten.  And 
forsothe,  this  forseide  woman  bar  smale 
bokes  in  hir  right  hand,  and  in  hir  left 
hand  she  bar  a  ceptre.  And  whan  she 
say  thise  poetical  Muses  aprochen  abouto 

50  my  bed,  and  endytinge  wordes  to  my 
wepinges,  she  was  a  litel  amoved,  and 
glowede  with  cruel  eyen.  '  Who,'  quod 
she,  '  hath  suffred  aprochen  to  this  syke 
man  thise  comune  strompetes  of  swich 

55  a  place  that  men  clepen  the  theatre? 
The  whiche  nat  only  ne  asswagen  nat 
hise  sorwes  with  none  remedies,  but  they 
wolden  feden  and  norisshen  hem  with 
swete  venim.  Forsothe,  thise  ben  tho 
that  with  thornes  and  prikkinges  of 
talents  or  aflfecciouns,  whiche  that  no 
ben  no-thing  fructefj-inge  nor  profitable, 
destroyen  the  corn  plentevous  of  fruites 
of  resoun  ;   for  they  holden   the   hertes 

65  of  men  in  usage,  but  they  ne  delivere 
nat  folk  fro  maladye.  But  if  ye  Muses 
hadden  withdrawcn  fro  me,  with  your 
flateryes,  any  uncunninge  and  unprofit- 
able  man,   as   men   ben   wont  to   finde 

70  comunly  amonges  the  poeple,  I  wolde 
wene  snlfre  the  lasse  grevously  ;  for-why, 
in  swiche  an  viuprofitable  man,  mj-n 
ententes  ne  weren  no-thing  endamaged. 
But  ye  withdrawen  ffrom  me  this  man, 

75  that  hath  be  norisshed  in  the  stiidies  or 


60 
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scoles  of  Eleaticis  and  of  Achademicis  in 
Grece.      But  goth  now  rather  awej',  yo 
mermaidenes,  whiche  that  ben  swete  til 
it  be  at  the  laste,  and  suffreth  this  man 
to  be  cured  and  helcd  by  myne  Muses,'  8<j 
that  is  to  aetjn,  by  noteful  sciences.         And 
thus  this  companye  of  Muses  y-blamed 
casten  wrothly  the  chere   doiinward   to 
tho  erthe  ;   and,  shewinge  by  reednesse 
hir  shame,  they  passeden  soro\vfully  the  85 
threslifold.        And  I,  of  whom  the  sighte, 
plounged  in  teres,  was  derked  so  that 
I   ne   mighte    not    knowen    what    that 
womman  was,  of  so  imperial  auctoritee, 
I  wex  al  abaisshcd  and  astoned,  and  caste  y*> 
my  sighte  doun  to  the  erthe,  and  bigan 
stille  for  to  abyde  what  she  wolde  don 
afterward-     Tho  com  she  ner,  and  sette  . 
hir  doun  up-on  the  uttereste  comer  of 
my  bed  ;   and  she,  biholdinge  my  chere,  95 
that  was  cast   to  the  erthe,   hevy  and 
grevous   of  wepinge,    compleinede,  with 
thise  wordes  that  I  shal  seyen,  the  per- 
turbacioun  of  my  thought. 

Metre  II.     Heu  quam  precipiti  meraa 

pi'ofundo. 

• 

'  Alias !  how  the  thought  of  man,  dreint 
in  over-throwinge  deepnesse,  dulleth,  and 
forleteth  his  propre  cleernesse,  mintinge 
to  goon  in-to  foreine  derknesses,  as  ofte 
as  his  anoyous  bisinesse  wexeth  with-  5 
oute  mesure,  that  is  driven  to  and  fro 
with  worldly  windes  !  This  man,  that 
whylom  was  free,  to  whom  the  hevene 
was  open  and  knowen,  and  was  wont 
to  goon  in  heveneliche  pathes,  and  saugli  10 
the  lightnesse  of  the  rede  sonne,  and 
saugh  the  sterres  of  the  colde  mone,  and 
whiche  sterre  in  hevene  useth  wandering 
recourses,  y-flit  by  dyverse  speres — this 
man,  overcomer,  hadde  comprehended  15 
al  this  by  noumbre  of  acountinge  in  astro- 
nomye.  And  over  this,  he  was  wont  to 
seken  the  causes  whennes  the  souning 
windes  moeven  and  bisien  the  smotho 
water  of  the  see  ;  and  what  spirit  torneth  jo 
the  stable  hevene  ;  and  why  the  sterre 
aryseth  out  of  the  rede  eest,  to  fallen  in 
the  westrene  wawes  ;  and  what  atempreth 
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the    lusty   lioures   of    the    firste    somer 

?5  sesonn,   that  higlxteth   and   apparaileth 

tho  erthe  with  rosene  flowres  ;  and  who 

maketh  that  plentevouse  autompne,   in 

luUe   yeres,   fleteth    with    hevj'    grapes. 

And  eek  this  man  was  wont  to  telle  the 

30  dy\-erse    causes    of   nature    that  M-eren 

y-hidde.    Alias  !  now  lyeth  he  empted  of 

light  of  his  thought ;   and  his  nekke  is 

pressed  with  hevy  cheynes  ;   and  bereth 

his  chere  enclyned  adoun  for  the  grete 

?5  weighte,  and  is  constreined  to  looken  on 

the  fool  erthe ! 


Prose  II,     Set  medicine,  inquit,  tempus 
est. 

Biit  t3Tne  is  now,'  quod  she,  '  of  medi- 
cine more  than  of  compleinte.'  Forsothc 
than  she,  entendinge  to  me-ward  with 
alle  the  lookinge  of  hir  eyen,  seide  : — 'Art 
5  uat  thou  he,'  quod  she,  '  that  whylom 
j--norisshed  with  my  milk,  and  fostered 
with  mjTie  metes,  were  escaped  and 
comen  to  corage  of  a  parfit  man  ?  Certes, 
I  yaf  thee  swiche  armures  that,  yif  thovi 

10  thy-self  ne  haddest  first  cast  hem  a-wey- 
they  shulden  han  defended  thee  in  siker- 
nesse  that  may  nat  ben  over-comen, 
■Knowest  thou  me  nat  ?  Why  art  thou 
stille  ?    Is  it  for  shame  or  for  astoninge  ? 

15  It  were  me  lever  that  it  were  for  shame  ; 
but'  it  semeth  me  that  astoninge  hath 
oppressed  thee.'  And  whan  she  say  me 
nat  only  stille,  but  with-outen  ofl&ce  of 
tunge  and  al  doumb,  she  leide  hir  hand 

20  softely  upon  my  brest,  and  seide  :  '  Here 
nis  no  peril,'  quod  she  ;  '  he  is  fallen  into 
a  litargie,  whiche  that  is  a  comune 
sykenes  to  hertes  that  ben  deceived.  He 
hath  a  litel  foryeten  him-self,  but  certes 

25  he  shal  lightly  remembren  him-self,  yif 
so  be  that  he  hath  knowen  me  or  now  ; 
and  that  he  may  so  don,  I  wil  wypen 
a  litel  his  eyen,  that  ben  derked  bj'  the 
cloude  of  mortal  thinges.'     Thise  wordes 

30  seide  she,  and  with  the  lappe  of  hir  gar- 
ment, y-plyted  in  a  frounce,  she  dryede 
myn  eyen,  that  wercn  fulle  of  the  wawes 
of  my  wtjiinges. 


Metre  IIL     Tunc  vie  discusaa  liquerttnt 
nocte  tenebre. 

Tlius,  whan  that  night  was  discusse<l 
and  chased  a-wey,  derknesses  forleftcu 
me,  and  to  myn  eyen  ropeirede  ayein  hir 
firste  streng^the.  And,  right  by  ensaumple 
as  the  Sonne  is  hid  whan  the  sterres  ben  5 
clustred  (that  is  to  seyn,  whan  sterres  ben 
covered  with  cloiides)  by  a  swifte  winde 
that  highte  Chorus,  and  that  the  firma- 
ment stant  derked  by  wete  ploungy 
cloudes,  and  that  the  sterres  nat  apperen  10 
up-on  hevene,  so  that  the  night  semeth 
sprad  iip-on  erthc  :  yif  thanne  the  wind 
that  highte  Borias,  y-sent  out  of  the  caves 
of  the  contree  of  Trace,  beteth  this  night 
{that  is  to  seyn,  chaseth  it  a-toey),  and  15 
descovereth  the  closed  daj- :  than  shyneth 
Phebus  y-shaken  with  sotlein  light,  and 
smyteth  with  his  hemes  in  mervelinge 
eyen. 

Prose  III.     Hand  aliter  tristicie  nebulis 
dissolutis. 

Eight  so,  and  non  other  wyse,  the 
cloudes  of  sorwe  dissolved  and  don  a-wey, 
I  took  hevene,  and  recoivede  minde  to 
knowen  the  face  of  my  fysicien  ;  so  that 
I  sette  myn  eyen  on  hir,  and  fastnede  my  5 
lookinge,  I  beholde  my  norice  Philo- 
sophie,  in  whos  houses  I  hadde  conversed 
and  haunted  tro  my  youthe  ;  and  I  seide 
thus.  '  O  thou  maistresse  of  alle  vertues, 
descended  from  the  soverein  sete,  why  10 
artow  comen  in-to  tliis  solitarie  place  of 
myn  exil  ?  Artow  comen  for  thou  art 
maked  coupable  with  me  of  false  blames  ? ' 

Phil.    '  O,'  quod  she,  '  my  norry,  sholde 
I  forsaken  thee  now,  and  sholde  I  nat  15 
parten  with  thee,  by  comune  travaile,  the 
charge  that  thou  hast  suffred  for  envie  of 
my  name  ?    Certes,  it  nere  not  leveful  nc 
sittinge  thing  to   Philosophie,   to   leten 
with-outen  companye  the  wey  of  him  that  jo 
is  innocent,    Sholde  I  thanne  redoute  my 
blame,  and  agrysen  as  though  ther  were 
l)ifallen  a,  newe  tlxing  ?  quasi  diceret,  non. 
For  trowestow  that  Philosophie  be  now 
alderfirst   assailed   in   perils   by  folk   of  ^5 
wikkede  maneres?     Have  I  nat  striven 
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with  fill  g^eet  stryf,  in  oldo  tyme,  bifore 
the  age  of  my  Plato,  ayeines  the  foolhardi- 
nesse  of  folye?  And  eok,  the  same  Plato 
livinge,  his  maistcr  Socratos  dcseiTcde 
victorie  of  unrightful  decth  in  my  pre- 
sence. The  heritage  of  which  Socrates — 
the  heritage  is  to  seijn  the  doctrine  of  the 
whiche  Socrates  iti  his  opinio^in  0/  Felicitee, 
that  I  clepe  tcele/ulnesse — whan  that  the 
poeple  of  Epicnriens  and  Stoiciens  and 
many  othre  enforceden  hem  to  go  ravisshe 
everich  man  for  his  part — that  is  to  seyn, ' 
t?iat  everich  of  hem  icolde  dratcen  to  the 
de/tnce  of  his  opinioun  the  vordes  of 
Socrates — they,  as  in  partie  of  hir  preye, 
to-drowen  me,  cryinge  and  debatinge 
ther-ayeins,  and  corven  and  t<>-renten  my 
clothes  that  I  hadde  woven  with  myo. 
handes  ;  and  with  tho  rloutes  that  they 
haddea  araced  out  of  my  clothes  they 
wenten  awey,  weninge  that  I  hadde  gon 
with  hem  everydel.  In  whiche  Epi- 
curiens  and  Stoiciens.  for  as  moche  as  ther 
semede  some  traces  or  steppes  of  myn 
habite,  the  folye  of  men,  weninge  tho  Epi- 
curiens  and  Stoiciens  my  famuleres,  per- 
xeried  (sc.  pcrsequendo)  some  through  the 
errour  of  the  wikkede  or  iincunninge 
multitude  of  hem.  This  is  to  seyn  that, 
for  they  semede  philosophj-es,  fliey  iceren 
pursued  to  the  decth  and  slayn.  .So  yif  thou 
hast  nat  knowen  the  exilingo  of  Anaxo- 
gore,  ne  the  enpoysoninge  of  Socrates,  ne 
the  tourments  of  Zcno,  for  they  weren 
straungeres  :  yit  mightestow  han  knowen 
the  Senecciens  and  the  Canios  and  the 
•fSoranos,  of  whiche  folk  the  renoun  is 
neither  over-olde  ne  unsolempne.  The 
whiche  men,  no-thing  elles  ne  broughte 
heni  to  the  deeth  but  only  for  they  weren 
enfoiTnned  of  myne  maneres,  and  seme- 
den  most  unlyke  to  the  studies  of  wik- 
kede folk.  And  forthy  thoii  oughtest  nat 
to  wondren  though  that  I,  in  the  bittre 
see  of  this  lyf,  Ihj  fordriven  with  tem- 
pestes  blowinge  abonte,  in  the  whiche 
tempestes  this  is  my  most  purjios,  that  is 
to  seyn,  to  displesen  to  wikkede  men.  Of 
whiche  shrewes,  al  be  the  est  never  so 
greet,  it  is  to  dispyse  ;  for  it  nis  governed 
with  no  leder  of  resoun,  but  it  is  ravisshed 


only  by  fletinge  erronr  folyly  and  lightl\-. 
And  if  they  som-tymc,  makinge  an  ost 
ayoins  us,  assailc  us  as  stronger,  our  leder  80 
draweth  to-gidere  hisc  richesscs  in-to  his 
tour,  and  they  ben  ententif  aboute  sar- 
pulers  or  sachels  unprofitable  for  to  taken. 
But  we  that  ben  heye  aboven,  siker  fro 
alle  tumulte  and  wode  noise,  wamestored  85 
and  enclosed  in  swich  a  palis,  whider  as 
that  chateringe  or  anoyinge  folye  ne  may 
nat  atayne,  we  scome  swichc  ravineres 
and  henteres  of  fouleste  thinges. 

Metre  IV.    Quisquis  composito  serenus  euo. 

Who-so  it  be  that  is  cleer  of  vertu,  sad, 
and  wel  ordinat  of  li\-inge,  that  hath  put 
under  foot  the  proude  werdes  and  looketh 
upright  up-on  either  fortune,  he  may 
holde  his  chero  undiscomfited.  The  rage  5 
ne  the  manaces  of  the  see,  commocvingc 
or  chasinge  upward  hete  fro  the  lx)tmo, 
ne  shal  not  nioeve  that  man  :  ne  the 
unstable  mountaigne  that  highte  Vesevns, 
that  wrythetli  out  through  his  brokene  10 
chiminees  smokinge  fyres.  Ne  the  wey 
of  -j-thonder-leyt,  that  is  wont  to  smyten 
heye  toures,  ne  shal  nat  moeve  that  man. 
Wher-to  thanne,  o  wrecches,  drede  ye 
tirauntcs  that  ben  wode  and  felon ous  15 
with-oute  any  strengthe  ?  Hope  after 
no-thing,  ne  drede  nat ;  and  so  shaltow 
desarmen  the  ire  of  thilke  unmighty 
tiraunt.  But  who-so  that,  quakinge, 
dredeth  or  desireth  thing  that  nis  nat  -JO 
stable  of  his  right,  that  man  that  so  doth 
hath  cast  awey  his  sheld  and  is  remoeved 
fro  his  place,  and  enlaceth  him  in  the 
cheyne  with  the  which  ho  may  ben 
drawen.  25 

Prose  IV.     Sentisne,  inquit,  Jiec 

Felestow,'  quod  she,  'those  thinges, 
and  entren  they  aiight  in  thy  corage  ? 
Artow  lyke  an  asse  to  the  harpe  ?  Why 
wepestow,  why  spillestow  teres?  Yif 
thou  abydest  after  help  of  thy  leche,  thee  5 
bihoveth  discovere  thy  wounde.'  Tlio 

I,  that  hadde  gadered  strengthe  in  my 
oorage,  answerede  and  seide :  '  And 
nedeth  it  yit,'  quod  I,  'of  rehersinge  or 
of   amonicioun ;     and    sheweth    it    nat  10 
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y-nougli  b,\-  him-sclf  the  sliarpnesse  of 
Tortuue,  that  wexcth  wood  ayoins  me? 
Ne  nioeveth  it  nat  thee  to  seen  the  face 
or  the  nianere  of  this  phice  {i.  jirisoiin)  ? 

15  Is  this  the  librai'ie  whiche  that  thou 
haddest  chosen,  for  a  right  certein  sete  to 
tliee  ill mjii hous, ther-as  thou desputedest 
ofte  with  lae  of  the  sciences  of  thinges 
touchinge  diviniteo  and  touchiuge  man- 

20  kmde  ?  Was  thanne  myu  habite  swich 
as  it  is  now  ?  Was  than  my  face  or  my 
chere  swiche  as  now  (quasi  diceret,  non), 
whan  I  soughte  with  thee  secrets  of 
natiire,  whan  thou  enformedest  my  ma- 

25  neres  and  the  resoun  of  alle  my  lyf  to  the 
ensaumple  of  the  ordre  of  hevene  ?  Is  nat 
this  the  guerdoun  that  I  referre  to  thee, 
to  wliom  I  have  be  obeisaunt?  Certes, 
thou  confermedest,  by  the  mouth  of  Plato, 

30  this  sentence,  that  is  to  seyn,  that  comune 
thinges  or  comunalitees  weren  blisful,  yif 
they  that  hadden  studied  al  fully  to  wis- 
dom governeden  thilke  thinges,  or  elles 
yif  it  so  bifille  that  the  governoures  of 

35  comunalitees  studieden  to  geten  wisdom. 
Thoii  seidest  eek,  by  the  mouth  of  the 
same  Plato,  that  it  was  a  necessarie 
cause,  wj-se  men  to  taken  and  desire  the 
governaunce  of  comune  thinges,  for  that 

40  the  governements  of  citees,  y-left  in  the 
handes  of  felonoiis  tormentours  citizenes, 
lie  sholde  nat  bringe  in  pestilence  and 
destruccioun  to  gode  folk.  And  thcrfor 
I,  folwinge  thilke  auctoritee  (sc.  I'latonis), 

45  desired  to  putten  forth  in  esecucioun  and 
in  acte  of  comune  administracioun  thilke 
thinges  that  I  haddc  lerned  of  thee  among 
my  secree  resting-whyles.  Thou,  and  god 
that  putte  thee  in  the  though tcs  of  wyse 

50  folk,  ben  knowinge  with  me,  that  no- 
thing nc  broughte  mo  to  maistrio  or 
dignitee,  but  the  comune  studie  of  alio 
goodnesse.  And  ther-of  comtli  it  that 
bi-twixen  wikked  folk  and  me  han  ben 

55  grevous  discordes,  that  ne  mighten  ben 
relesed  by  preyeres  ;  for  this  libertce  hath 
t  ho  freedom  of  conscience,  that  tlie  wratthc 
of  more  mighty  folk  hath  alwey  ben  dc- 
Bpysed  of  me  forsavacioun  of  right.     How 

60  ofte  have  I  resisted  and  withstonde  thilke 
man   that   highte  Conigaste,   that  made 


alwej-  assautes  ayeins  the  prospre  fortunes 
of  pore  feble  folk  ?  How  olte  eek  have 
I  put  of  or  cast  out  him,  Trigwille,  pro- 
vost of  the  kinges  hous,  bothe  of  the  '>5 
wronges  that  he  hadde  bigvtnne  to  don, 
and  eek  fully  performed  ?  How  ofte  have 
I  covered  and  defended  by  tlie  auctoritee 
of  me,  put  ayeins  perils — that  is  to  aeyn, 
put  myn  auctoritee  in  peril  for  —  the  70 
wrecched  pore  folic,  that  the  covetyse  of 
straungeres  unpunished  tourmenteden 
alwey  with  miseyses  and  grovauiices  out 
of  noumbro  ?  Never  man  ne  drow  me  yit 
fro  right  to  wronge.  'Whan  I  say  the  75 
fortune^  and  the  richesses  of  the  poeple 
of  the  provinces  ben  harmed  or  amenused, 
outher  by  privee  ravynes  or  by  comune 
tributes  or  cariages,  as  sory  was  I  as  they 

that    suffreden    the    harm. Glossa.  8i5 

Whan  that  Theodoric,  the  king  of  Gothes, 
in  a  dere  yere,  hadde  hise  gemeres  ful  of 
corn,  and  comaundedethat  no  inanne  shold/i 
byen  no  corn  til  his  corn  icere  sold,  and  that 
at  a  grevous  derepirys,  Boece  toithstoodthat  85 
ordinaunce,  and  over-corn  it,  knowinge  al 

this  the  king  himself. Textus.  Whan 

it  was  in  the  souro  hungry  tyme,  ther 
was  establisshed  or   cryed   grevous  and 
inplitable  coempcioun,  that  men  sayen  90 
wel  it  sholde  greetly  turmenten  and  en- 
damagen  al  the  province  of  Campaigne, 
I  took  stryf  ayeins   the   provost  of  the 
pretorie  for  comune  profit.    And,  the  king 
knowinge  of  it,  I  overcom  it,  so  that  the  95 
coempcioun   ne   was  not  axed  ne    took 
effect.— — [Glossa.]  ^Coempcioun,  that  is  to 
seyn,  comitne  achat  or  bying  to-gidcre,  that 
were  establisshed  uji-on  the  poeple  by  siciche 
a  manei'e  imx>osicioun,  as  tcho-so  boughte  100 
a  bnsshel  corn,  he  mosfe  yeve  the  king  the 

fifte  jiart. [Textus.]  Paulin,   a  coun- 

scillcr  of  Rome,  the  richesses  of  tho 
whiche  Paulin  the  houndes  of  the  palays, 
that  is  to  aeyn,  the  ajgHceres,  wolden  han  105 
devoured  bj'  hope  and  covetise,  yit  d  row 
I  him  out  of  the  jowes  {sc.  fancibus)  of  hem 
that  gapeden.  And  for  as  moche  as  tho 
peyne  of  the  accusacioun  a  juged  bifom  nc 
sholde  nat  sodeinly  henten  ne  punisshen  no 
wrongfully  Albin,  a  counseillor  of  Rome, 
I  putte  me  ayeins  the  hates  and  indig- 
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nacioiins  of  the  accuser  Ciprian.  Is  it  nat 
thanne  y-nough  y-seyn,  that  I  have  pur- 
chased grete  discordes  ayeins  my-self? 
But  I  oughto  be  the  more  assured  ayeins 
alle  othre  folk  (s.  Romayns),  that  for  the 
love  of  rightwisnesse  I  ne  resei-ved  never 
no-thing  to  my-self  to  hemward  of  the 
kinges  halle,  sc.  officers,  by  the  whicho 
I  were  the  more  siker.  But  thonigh  tho 
same  accusors  accusinge,  I  am  con- 
dempned.  Of  the  noumbir  of  the  whiche 
accusors  oon  Basilius,  that  whylom  was 
chased  out  of  the  kinges  service,  is  now 
compelled  in  accusinge  of  my  name,  for 
nede  of  foreine  moneye.  Also  Opilion  and 
Gaudencius  han  accused  me,  al  be  it  so 
that  the  justice  regal  haddo  whylom 
demed  hem  bothe  to  go  in-to  exil  for  hir 
trecheryes  and  fraudes  withoute  noumbir. 
To  whiche  jugement  they  noldcn  nat 
obeye,  but  defendeden  hem  by  the  siker- 
nesse  of  holy  houses,  that  is  to  seyn^fledden 
into  seintuaries  ;  and  whan  this  was  aper- 
ceived  to  the  king,  he  comaiindedo,  that 
but  they  voidede  the  citee  of  Eavenne  by 
certein  day  assigned,  that  men  sholde 
merken  hem  on  the  forhevod  with  an  hoot 
yren  and  chasen  hem  out  of  the  toune. 
Now  what  thing,  semeth  thee,  mighte  ben 
lykned  to  this  cmeltee  ?  For  certes,  thilke 
same  day  was  received  the  accusinge  of 
my  name  by  thilke  same  accusors.  What 
may  ben  seid  her-to  ?  {quasi  diceret,  nichil). 
Hath  my  studie  and  my  cunninge  de- 
served thus  ;  or  eUes  the  forseide  damp- 
nacioun  0/  me,  made  that  hem  rightful 
accusors  or  no  ?  (quasi  diceret,  non).  Was 
not  Fortune  ashamed  of  this  ?  Certes,  al 
hadde  nat  Fortime  ben  ashamed  that 
innocence  was  accused,  yit  oughte  she 
han  had  shame  of  the  filthe  of  myne 
accusours. 

But,  axestow  in  somme,  of  what  gilt 
I  am  accused,  men  seyn  that  I  wolde  save 
the  companye  of  the  senatours.  And 
desirest  thou  to  heren  in  what  manere  ? 
I  am  accused  that  I  sholde  han  des- 
tourbed  the  accuser  to  beren  lettres,  by 
•whiche  he  sholde  han  maked  the  sena- 
toures  gilty  ayeins  the  kinges  real  ma- 
jestee,     O  maistresse,  what  demestow  of 
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this  ?  Shal  I  forsake  this  blame,  that  I  ne 
be  no  shame  to  thee  ?  (quasi  diceret,  non). 
Certes,  I  have  wold  it,  that  is  to  seyn,  the 
savacioun  of  the  senat,  ne  I  shal  never 
leten  to  wilne  it,  and  that  I  confessc  and 
am  aknowe ;  but  the  entente  of  the 
accuser  to  be  destourbed  shal  cese.  For 
shal  I  clepe  it  thanne  a  felonie  or  a  sinne 
that  I  have  desired  the  savacioun  f>f  the 
ordre  of  the  senat  ?  (quasi  diceret,  duhito 
quid).  And  certes  yit  hadde  thilke  same 
senat  don  by  me,  thorugh  hir  dccrets  and 
hir  jugements,  as  though  it  were  a  sinne 
or  a  felonie ;  that  is  to  seyn,  to  ivilne  the 
savacioun  of  hem  (sc.  senatitsi.  But  folye, 
that  lyeth  alwey  to  him-self,  may  not 
chaunge  the  merite  of  thinges.  Ne  I  trowe 
nat,  by  the  jugement  of  Socrates,  that  it 
were  leveful  to  me  to  hyde  the  sothe, 
ne  assente  to  lesinges.  But  certes,  how 
so  ever  it  be  of  this,  I  putte  it  to  gessen  or 
preisen  to  the  jugement  of  thee  and  of  183 
wyse  folk.  Of  whiche  thing  al  the  ordi- 
naunce  and  the  sothe,  for  as  moche  as 
folk  that  ben  to  comcn  after  our  dayes 
shullen  knowen  it,  I  have  put  it  in  scrip- 
ture and  in  remembraiince.  For  touching  190 
the  lettres  falsly  maked,  by  whiche  lettres 
I  am  accused  to  han  hoped  the  fredom  of 
Rome,  what  aperteneth  me  to  speke  ther- 
of  ?  Of  whiche  lettres  the  fraude  hadde 
ben  shewed  apertly,  yif  I  hadde  had  195 
libertee  for  to  han  u.sed  and  been  at  the 
confessioun  of  myne  acciTSours,  the 
whiche  thing  in  alle  nedes  hath  greet 
strengthe.  For  what  other  fredom  may 
men  hopen  ?  Certes,  I  wolde  that  som  ioo 
other  fredom  mighte  ben  hoped.  I  wolde 
thanne  han  answered  by  the  wordes 
of  a  man  that  highte  Canius ;  for  whan 
he  was  accused  by  Gains  Cesar,  Ger- 
meynes  sone,  that  he  (Canius)  was  know 
inge  and  consentinge  cf  a  conjuracioun 
y-maked  ayeins  him  {sc.  Gaius),  this 
Canius  answerede  thus  :  "  Yif  I  hadde 
wist  it,  thou  haddest  nat  wist  it."  In 
which  thing  sorwe  hath  nat  so  dulled  my 
^vit,  that  I  pleyne  only  that  shrewede  folk 
aparailen  felonies  ayeins  vertu ;  but  I 
wondre  greotly  how  that  they  may  per- 
forme  thingesthat  they  hadde  hoped  for  to 
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2 '5  don.  For-why,  to  wilne  shrewednesse, 
that  comth  peraventure  of  oure  defaute  ; 
but  it  is  lyk  a  monstre  and  a  mervaille, 
how  that,  in  the  present  sighte  of  god, 
may  ben  acheved  and  performed  swicho 

Sio  thinges  as  every  felonous  man  hath  con- 
ceived in  his  thought  ayeins  innocents. 
For  which  thing  oon  of  thy  familcres  nat 
unslcilfiUly  axed  thus:  "  Yif  god  is, 
"wheniies  comen  wikkede  thinges  ?     And 

32$  yif  god  ne  is,  whennes  conien  gode 
tliinges?"  But  al  haddo  it  ben  levefiil 
that  felonous  folk,  that  now  desiren  the 
blood  and  the  deeth  of  alle  gode  men  and 
eek  of  alle  the  Benat,  han  wilned  to  gon 

230  destroyeu  me,  whom  they  han  seyen 
alwey  batailen  and  defenden  gode  men 
and  eek  al  the  senat,  yit  had  I  nat 
desser^'od  of  tlie  faderes,  that  is  to  seyn,  of 
the  senatoures,  that  they  sholden  wilne  my 

a? 5  destruccioun. 

Thou  remembrest  wel,  as  I  gesse,  that 
whan  I  wolde  doon  or  seyen  any  thing, 
thou  thyself,  alwey  present,  rewledest  me. 
At   the   city  of  Verone,  whan  that  the 

340  king,  gredy  of  comune  slaughter,  caste 
liim  to  transporten  up  al  the  ordre  of  the 
senat  the  gilt  of  his  real  majestee,  of  the 
whiche  gilt  that  Albin  was  accused,  with 
how  gret  sikemesse  of  peril  to  me  de- 

245  fendede  I  al  the  senat !  Thou  wost  wel 
that  I  seye  sooth,  ne  I  ne  avauntcde  me 
never  in  preysinge  of  my-self.  For  alwey, 
whan  any  wight  receiveth  precious  renoun 
in  avauntinge  him-self  of  his  werkes,  he 

250  amenuseth  the  secree  of  his  conscience. 
But  now  thou  mayst  wel  seen  to  what 
ende  I  am  comen  for  myne  innocence  ; 
I  receive  peyne  of  fals  felonye  for  guerdon 
of  verray  vertu.     And  what   open  con- 

255  fessioun  of  felonye  hadde  ever  juges  so 
arordaunt  in  crueltee,  that  is  to  seyn,  as 
myn  accuninge  hath,  that  either  errour  of 
mannes  wit  or  elles  condicioun  of  For- 
tune,   that   is   uncertein  to  alle  mortal 

360  folk,  ne  submittede  some  of  hem,  that  is 
to  seyn,  that  it  ne  enclynede  som  juije  to  han 
pitee  or  compassioun  f  For  al-thogli  I 
liadde  ben  accused  that  I  wolde  brenne 
holy  houses,  and  strangle  preestes  with 

265  wikkede  swerde,  or  that  I  hadde  greythed 


deeth  to  al  gode  men,  algates  the  sentence 
sholde  han  punisshed  mc,  present,  con- 
fessed, or  convict.  But  now  I  am  remewed 
fro  the  citee  of  Home  almost  fyve  hundred 
thousand  pas,  I  am  with-oute  defence  j;o 
dampned  to  proscripcioun  and  to  the 
deeth,  for  the  studie  and  botmtees  that 
I  have  doon  to  the  senat.  But  O,  wel  ben 
tliey  worthy  of  merite  (as  who  seith,  nay\ 
ther  mighte  never  yit  non  of  hem  be  275 
convict  of  swiche  a  blame  as  myne  is !  Of 
whiche  trespas,  mj-ue  accusours  sayen  fnl 
wel  the  dignitee  ;  the  whiche  dignitee, 
for  they  wolden  derken  it  with  medeling 
of  som  felonye,  they  baren  me  on  hand,  jSo 
and  lyeden,  that  I  hadde  polut  and  de- 
fouled  my  conscience  with  sacrilege,  for 
coveitiseof  dignitee.  And  certes,  thou  thy- 
self, that  art  plaunted  in  me,  chacedest 
out  of  the  sege  of  my  corage  al  coveitise  of  285 
mortal  thinges ;  ne  sacrilege  hadde  no 
leve  to  han  a  place  in  me  biforn  thyne 
eyen.  For  thou  droppedest  every  day  in 
myne  eres  and  in  my  thought  thilke 
comaundemont  of  Pictagoras,  that  is  to  290 
aeyn,  men  slial  serve  to  godde,  and  not  to 
goddes.  Ne  it  was  nat  convenient,  ne  no 
nede,  to  taken  help  of  the  foulest  spirites  ; 
I,  that  thou  hast  ordeined  and  set  in 
swiche  excellence  that  thou  makedest  me  295 
lyk  to  god.  And  over  this,  the  right  clene 
secree  chaumbre  of  myne  hous,  that  is  to 
seyn,  my  tvyf  and  the  companye  oi'  myn 
honest  freendes,  and  my  wj^es  fader,  as 
wel  holy  as  worthy  to  ben  reverenced  yx> 
thomgh  his  owne  dedes,  defenden  me 
from  alle  suspecioun  of  swich  blame.  But 
O  malice !  For  they  that  accusen  me 
taken  of  thee,  Philosophie,  feith  of  so  gret 
blame  !  For  they  trowen  that  I  have  liad  .^"5 
affinitee  to  malefice  or  enchauntement, 
by-causo  that  I  am  replenisshed  and 
fulfilled  with  thy  techinges,and  enformtd 
of  thy  maneres.  And  thus  it  suffiseth  not 
only,  that  thy  reverence  no  avaUe  me  not,  31c 
but-yif  tliat  thou,  of  thy  free  wille,  rather 
be  blcmislicd  with  m>Ti  offencioun.  But 
certes,  to  the  harmes  that  I  have,  ther 
bitydetli  yit  this  encrees  of  harm,  tJiat 
the  gessinge  and  the  jugement  of  moche  315* 
folk  ne  looken  no-thing  to  the  desertes  of 
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tliinges,  but  only  fo  the  aventuro  of 
fortune ;  and  jugen  that  only  swiche 
tbinges  ben  purveyed  of  gml,  whiche  that 

320  temporel  welefulnesse  comniendeth. 

Glose.  As  thiis :  that,  yif  a  iiyight  have 
2>rosperitee,  he  is  a  good  man  and  worthy  to 
han  that  prosperitee ;  and  who-so  hath 
adversitee,  he  is  a  unkked   man,  and  god 

325  hath  forsake  him,  and  he  is  uorthy  to  han 
that  adversitee.     This  is   the  opinioxtn  of 

some  folk. And    ther-of   comth    that 

good  gessinge,  fii^st  of  alle  thing,  forsaketh 
wrecches  :  cartes,  it  greveth  me  to  thinke 

330  right  now  the  dj-s'erse  sentences  that  the 
poeple  seith  of  me.  And  thus  moche 
I  seye,  that  the  laste  charge  of  coutrarions 
fortune  is  this  :  that,  whan  that  any 
blame  is  leyd  upon  a  cnitif,  men  wenen 

335  that  he  hath,  deserved  that  he  suflfreth. 
And  I,  that  am  put  awey  fro  gode  men, 
and  despoiled  of  dignitees,  and  defouled 
of  my  name  by  gessinge,  have  sufifred 
torment  for  my  gode  dedes.     Certes,  me 

340  semeth  that  I  see  the  felonous  co^•ines  of 
wikked  men  habounden  in  joye  and  in 
gladnesse.  And  I  see  that  every  lorel 
shapeth  him  to  finde  out  newe  fraudes  for 
to  accuse  gode  folk.     And  I  see  that  gode 

345  men  beth  overthrowen  for  drede  of  my 
peril ;  and  every  luxurious  toormentour 
dax  doon  alle  felonye  unpunisshed  and 
ben  excited  therto  by  yiftes  ;  and  inno- 
cents ne  ben  not  only  despoiled  of  siker- 

350  nesso  but  of  defence  ;  andtherfore  me  list 
to  cryen  to  god  in  this  wyse  : — 

Metre  V.     O  stelliferi  conditor  orbis. 

O  thou  maker  of  the  whele  that  bereth 
the  sterres,  which  that  art  y-fastned  to 
thy  perdurable  chayer,  and  tomest  the 
hevene  with  a  ra'S'lsshing  swcigh,  and 
constreinest  the  sterres  to  suffren  thy 
lawe ;  so  that  the  mone  som-tyme  shj-ning 
with  hir  ful  homes,  meting  with  alle  the 
hemes  of  the  sonne  hir  brother,  hydeth 
the  sterres  that  ben  lease  ;  and  somtyme, 
10  whan  the  monc,  pale  witli  hir  derke 
homes,  approcheth  the  sonne,  leseth  hir 
lightes  ;  and  that  the  eve-sterre  Hesperus, 
whiche  that  in  the  firste  tj-me  of  the  night 

r 


bringeth  forth  hir  colde  arysinges,  cometh 
eft  ayein  hir  used  cours,  and  is  pale  by  15 
the  morioe  at  the  rjsing  of  the  sonne,  and 
is  thanne  cleped  Lucifer.  Thou  restreinest 
the  day  by  shorter  dwelling,  in  tlie  tjTne 
of  colde  winter  that  maketh  the  leves  to 
falle.     Thou  dividest  the  swLfte  tydes  of  -'o 
the  night,  whan  the  hote  somer  is  comen. 
Thy    might     atempretli     the     variaunts 
sesons  of  the  yere  ;  so  that  Zephims  the 
deboneir  wind  bringeth  ayein,  in  the  first 
somer  sesoun,  the  loves  that  the  wind  that  -'5 
highte  Boreas  hath  reft  awey  in  antiimpne, 
that  is  to  seyn,  in  the  laste  ende  of  somer  ; 
and  the  sedcs  that  the  sterre  that  highte 
A  returns  saw,   ben  waxen   heye  comes 
whan  the  sterre  Sirins  eschaufetli  hem.  30 
Ther  nis  no-thing  unbounde  from  his  olde 
lawe,  ne  forleteth  the  wcrke  of  Ids  propre 
estat.         O  thou  govemonr,  governinge 
alle  thinges  by   certein    ende,   why  re- 
fusestow  only  to  goveme  the  werkes  of  35 
men   by   dewe   manere  ?      Why   suffrest 
thou   that  slydinge    fortune   torneth    so 
grete  entrechaunginges  of  thinges,  so  that 
anoyous    peyne,     that     sholde      dewely 
punisshe  felouns,  punissheth  innocents  ";*  40 
And  folk  of  wikkede  maneres  sitten  in 
heye  chayres,  and  anoyinge  folk  treden, 
and  that  unrightfully,  on  the  nekkes  of 
holy  men?       And   vertn,    cler-shyniuge 
naturelly,  is  hid  in  derke  derkenesses,  and  45 
the  rightfiil  man  bereth  the  blame  and 
the  peyne  of  the  feloun.     Ne  forsweringe 
ne  the  fraude,  covered  and  kenilxl  with 
a  fals  colour,  ne  anoyeth  nat  to  shrewes  ;  ' 
the  whiche  shrewes,   whan   hem  list  to  -,0 
usen  hir  strengthe,  they  rejoysen  hem  to 
putten  under  hem  the  sovereyne  kingeg, 
whiche  that  poeple  with-outen  noumbre 
dreden.         0   thou,   what  so   ever  thoa 
be  that  knittest  alle  bondes  of  thinges,  55 
loke  on  thise  wrecchede  erthes  ;  we  men 
that  ben  nat  a  foule  party,  but  a   fayr 
party  of  so  grete  a  werk,  we  ben  tormented 
in  this  see  of  fortune.     Thou  govemour, 
withdraw  and  restreyne  tlie  ravisshinge  60 
flodes,  and  fastne  and  ferme  thise  erthes 
stable  with   thilke   bonde,   with  whiche 
thoii   governest  the    hevene  that   is   so 


large.' 
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Peose  v.     Jlic  tthi  continuato  dolore 
delatraui. 

Whan  I  hadde,  with  a  continiiel  sorwe, 
sobbed  or  borken  out  thise  thiuges,  she 
•with  hir  chere  pesible,  and  no-thing 
amoeved  with  my  compleintes,  seide  thus : 
5  'Whan  I  say  thee/  quod  she,  '  sorweful 
and  wepinge,  I  wiste  anon  tliat  thou  were 
a  -v^TCcche  and  exiled  ;  but  I  wiste  never 
how  fer  thyne  exile  was,  yif  thy  tale  ne 
hadde  shewed  it  to  me.     But  certes,  al  be 

lo  thou  fer  fro  thy  conti*ee,  thou  nart  nat 
put  out  of  it ;  but  thou  hast  failed  of  thy 
wcye  and  gon  amis.  And  yif  thou  hast 
lever  for  to  wene  that  thou  be  put  out  of 
thj'  contree,  than  hast  thou  put  out  thy- 

15  self  rather  than  any  other  wight  hath.  For 
no  wight  but  thy-self  ne  mighte  never 
han  don  that  to  thee.  For  yif  thou  re- 
membre  of  what  contree  thou  art  born,  it 
nis  nat  governed  by  emperours,  ne  by 

ao  governement  of  multitude,  as  weren  the 
contrees  of  hem  of  Athenes  ;  but  00  lord 
and  00  king,  and  that  is  gud,  that  is  lord  of 
thy  contree,  whiehe  that  rejoyseth  him 
of  the  dwelling  of  hise  citezenes,  and  nat 

25  for  to  putte  hem  in  exil ;  of  the  whiehe 
lorde  it  is  a  soverayne  fredom  to  be 
governed  by  the  brydel  of  him  and  obeye 
to  his  justice.  Hastow  foryeten  tlulke 
right  olde  la  wo  of  thy  citee,  in  the  whiehe 

30  citee  it  is  ordeined  and  establisshed,  that 
for  what  wight  that  hath  lever  founden 
ther-in  his  sete  or  his  hous  than  elles- 
"wher,  he  may  nat  be  exiled  by  no  right 
from  that  place?     For  who-so    that  is 

35  contened  in- with  the  palis  and  the  clos  of 
thilke  citee,  ther  nis  no  drede  that  he 
may  deserve  to  ben  exiled.  But  who-so 
that  leteth  the  wil  for  to  enhabite  there, 
he  forleteth  also  to  deserve  to  ben  aitezein 

40  of  thilke  citee.  So  that  I  sey,  tliat  the 
face  of  this  place  ne  moveth  me  nat  so 
mochel  as  thjme  owne  face.  Ne  I  axe  nat 
rather  the  walles  of  thy  librarie,  apar- 
ayled  and  wrought  with  yvory  and  with 

45  glas,  than  after  the  sete  of  thy  thought. 
In  whiehe  I  putte  nat  whylom  bokes,  but 
I  putte  that  that  maketh  bokes  worthy  of 
prys  or  precious,    that   is  to   scyn,   the 


sentence  of  my  bokes.  And  certeinly  of 
thy  desertes,  bistowed  in  comune  good,  50 
thou  hast  seid  sooth,  but  after  the  multi- 
tude of  thy  gode  dedes,  thou  hast  seid 
fewe  ;  and  of  the  honestee  or  of  the  falg- 
nesse  of  thinges  that  ben  aposed  ayeins 
thee,  thou  hast  remembred  thinges  that  55 
ben  knowen  to  alle  folk.  And  of  the 
felonyes  and  fraudes  of  thyne  accusours, 
it  semeth  thee  have  y-touched  it  forsothe 
rightfully  and  shortly,  al  mighten  tho 
same  thinges  betere  and  more  i)lenti-  6a 
vousely  ben  couth  in  the  mouthe  of  the 
poeple  that  knoweth  al  this.  Thou  hasfc 
eek  blamed  gretly  and  compleined  of  the 
wrongful  dede  of  the  senat.  And  thou 
hast  sorwed  for  my  blame,  and  thou  hast  65 
wopen  for  the  damage  of  thy  renoun  that 
is  apayred ;  and  thylaste  sorwe  eschaufede 
ayeins  fortune,  and  compleinest  that 
guerdouns  ne  ben  nat  evenliche  yolden  to 
the  desertes  of  folk.  And  in  the  latere  70 
ende  of  thy  wode  Muse,  thou  preyedest 
that  thilke  pees  that  govemeth  the  hevene 
sholde  governe  the  erthe.  But  for  that 
manye  tribulaciouns  of  aflfeccionns  han 
assailed  thee,  and  sorwe  and  ire  and  75 
wepinge  to-drawen  thee  dyversely ;  as 
thou  art  now  feblo  of  thought,  mightier 
remedies  ne  shullen  nat  yit  touchen  thee, 
for  whiehe  we  wol  \isen  somdcl  lighter 
medicines  :  so  that  thilke  passiouns  that  80 
ben  woxen  harde  in  swellingo,  by  portur- 
baciouns  flowing  in-to  thy  thought, 
mowen  wexen  esy  and  softe,  to  receiven 
tho  strengthe  of  a  more  mighty  and  more 
egre  medicine,  by  an  esier  touchinge.  85 

Metre  VI, 

Cum  I'hebi  radiis  graue 
C'ancri  sidus  inestuat. 

Whan  that  the  hevy  sterre  of  the 
Cancre  eschaufeth  by  the  hemes  of  Phe- 
bus,  that  is  to  seyn,  ichan  that  Phebua  the 
Sonne  is  in  the  aigne  of  the  Cancre,  who-ao 
yeveth  thanne  largely  hise  sedes  to  the  5 
feldes  that  refusen  to  receiven  hem,  lat 
him  gon,  bigyled  of  trust  tliat  ho  hadde 
to  his  corn,  to  acorns  of  okes.  Yif  thou 
wolt  gadre  violettes,  ne  go  thou  not  to 
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10  the  purpur  wode  whan  the  feld,  chirk- 
iiige,  agryseth  of  coMe  by  the  felnesse  of 
tlie  winde  that  highte  Aquilon.  Yif  thou 
desirest  or  wolt  risen  grapes,  ne  seke  thou 
nat,  with  a  glotonous  hond,  to  strej-ne 

15  and  presse  the  stalkes  of  the  vine  in  the 
ferst  somer  sesoun  ;  for  Bachus,  the  god 
of  vryne,  hath  rather  yeven  hiso  yiftes  to 
autumpne,  the  later  endc  of  somer.  God 
tokneth  and  assigneth  the  tjTnes,  ablinge 

?o  hem  to  hir  propres  offices  ;  ne  he  no 
suffreth  nat  the  stoundos  whiche  that 
him-self  hath  devj-ded  and  constreyned 
to  ben  y-medled  to-gidere.  And  forthy 
he  that  forleteth  ccrtein  ordinaunce  of 

25  doinge  by  over-throwinge  wey,  he  ne  hath 
no  glade  issue  or  ende  of  his  werkes. 

Prose  VI.     rrimum  igitur  pacerisne  me 
pauculis  rogacionibus. 

First  woltow  suffre  me  to  toitche  and 
ftssaye  the  estat  of  thy  thought  by  a  fewe 
demaundea,  so  that  I  may  understondo 
what  bo  the  manere  of  thy  curacioun  ?  ' 
5  Boece.  'Axe  me,'  quod  I,  'at  thy  wille, 
what  thou  wolt,  and  T  shal  answere.'  • 

Tho  seide  she  thus  :  '  Whether  we- 
nestow,'  quod  she,  '  that  this  world  be 
governed    by    foolish    happes    and    for- 

10  tunovis,  or  elles  that  there  be  in  it  any 
goveniement    of   resoun  ?  '  '  Certes,' 

quod  I,  '  I  no  trowe  nat  in  no  manere, 
that  so  certein  thinges  sholde  be  moeved 
by  fortunotrs  fortune  ;  but  I  wot  wel  that 

15  gi>d,  maker  and  mayster,  is  goveruour  of 
his  werk.  Ne  never  nas  yit  day  that 
niighte  putte  me  out  of  the  sothnesse  of 
that  sentence.' 

'  So   is   it,'   quod   she ;   '  for  the   same 

so  thing  songe  thou  a  litel  her-biforn,  and 
biweyledest  and  bi  wept  est,  that  only  men 
weren  put  out  of  the  cure  of  god.  For  of 
alle  other  thinges  thou  ne  doutedest  nat 
that  they  nere  governed  by  resoun.     Bnt 

.■^  owh  !  (i.  pape  !)  I  wondre  gretly,  certes, 
why  that  thou  art  syk,  sin  that  thou  art 
put  in  so  holsom  a  sentence.  But  lat  us 
seken  depper;  I  conjecte  that  ther  lak- 
keth  I  not  nere  what.     But  scy  me  this  • 

.?o  sin  that  thou  ne  doutest  nat  that  this 
/  F 


world  be  governed  by  god,  with  whiche 
govemailes  takestow  hedo  that  it  is 
governed  ? '  '  Unnethe,'  quod  I,  '  knowe 
I  the  sentence  of  thy  qucstioun  ;  so  that 
I  no  may  nat  yit  answeren  to  thy  Ue-  ,^5 
maundes.' 

'I  nas  nat  deceived,'  quo<i  sho.  'that 
ther  ne  faileth  somwhat,  by  wliiche  the 
maladyo  of  thy  perturbacioun  is  crejit 
in-to  thy  thought,  so  as  the  strengthe  of  40 
tho  palis  chyning  is  open.  Bnt  sey  me 
this  :  remembrest  thou  what  is  the  ende 
of  thinges,  and  whider  that  the  enten- 
cioun  of  alio  kinde  tcndeth  ?  '  'I  have 
herd  it  told  som-tymc,'  quod  I ;  '  biit  45 
drerinesse  hath  dulled  my  memorie.' 

'  Certes,'  quod  sho,  '  thou  wost  wel 
whennes  that  alle  thinges  ben  comen  and 
procedeth?  '  '  I  wot  wel,'  qxtod  I,  and 
answercde,  that  '  god  is  beginning  of  al. '  50 

'  And  how  may  this  be, '  qitod  she, '  that, 
sin  thou  knowest  the  beginning  of 
thinges,  that  thou  ne  knowest  nat  what 
is  the  ende  of  thinges?  But  swiche  ben 
the  customes  of  perturbaciouns,  and  this  55 
power  they  han,  that  they  may  moeve 
a  man  out  of  his  place,  that  is  to  s^'ijn,  fro 
the  stablenes  and  i')erfeccionn  of  his  knoic- 
inge;  but,  certes,  they  may  nat  al  arace 
him,  ne  aliene  him  in  al.  But  I  wolde  6a 
that  thou  woldest  answere  to  this : 
remembrestow  that  thou  art  a  man?' 
'  Why  sholde  I  nat  remembre  that  ? ' 
quod  I. 

'  Maystow  nat  telle  me  thanne,' qtiod  6$ 
sho,  '  what  thing  is  a  man  ? '     '  Axestow 
mo   nat,'   quod   I,    '  whether    that   I   be 
a  rcsonable  mortal  boost  ?   I  woot  wel,  and 
I  confesso  wel  that  I  am  it.' 

'  Wistestow  never  yit  that  thou  were  70 
any   other   thing?'    quod   she.  -Xo,' 

quod  I. 

'  Now  woot  I,'  quod  she,  '  other  cause  of 
thy  maladj-e,  and  that  right  grete.  Thou 
hast  left  for  to  knowen  tby-self,  what  "5 
thou  art ;  thorugh  wliiche  I  have  pleynly 
founden  the  cause  of  thy  maladye,  or  elles 
the  entree  of  recoveringe  of  thj-n  hole, 
For-why,  for  thou  art  confounded  with 
foryeting  of  thy-self,  for-thy  sorwestow  80 
that  thou  art  exiled  of  thy  prox^ro  goodos. 
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And  for  thou  ne  wost  wliat  is  the  eude  of 
thinges,  for-thy  dctnestow  that  felonous 
and  wikked  men  ben  mifrhty  and  ■weleful. 
85  And  for  thou  hast  foryetcn  by  whiche 
govemements  the  world  is  governed,  for- 
thy  wenestow  that  thise  mutaciouns  of 
fortune  fleten  witli-oxite  governour.  Thise 
hen  grete  causes  not  only  to  naaladye, 
90  but,  certes,  grete  causes  to  deeth.  But 
I  thanke  the  auctor  and  the  maker  of 
hele,  that  nature  hath  not  al  forleten 
thee.  I  have  grete  norisshinges  of  thyn 
hele,  and  that  is,  the  sothe  sentence  of 
95  governaunce  of  the  worlde  ;  that  thoii 
bilevest  that  the  governinge  of  it  nis  nat 
subject  ne  underput  to  the  folie  of  thise 
happes  aventurous,  but  to  the  resoun  of 
god.     And  ther-for  doute  thee  no-tliing  ; 

100  for  of  this  litel  spark  thyn  hete  of  lyf 
slial  shyne.  But  for  as  moche  as  it  is 
nat  tyme  yit  of  faster  remedies,  and  the 
nature  of  thoughtes  deceived  is  this, 
that  as  ofte  as  thej'  casten  awey  sothe 

105  opiniouns,  they  clothen  hem  in  false 
opiniouns,  of  which  false  opiniouns  the 
derkenesse  of  perturbacioun  ■wexeth  xxp, 
that  confoundeth  the  verray  insighte  : 
and  that  derkenesse  shal  I  assaye  som- 

1 10  what  to  maken  thinne  and  wayk  b.y 
lighto  and  meneliche  remedies  ;  so  that. 


after  that  the  derkenesse  of  deceivinge 
desiringes  is  don  awey,  thou  mowe  knowo 
the  shyninge  of  verray  light. 

Metre  YII.     Xtibibtis  afris. 

The  sterres,  covered  with  blake  cloudes, 
ne  mowen  yet  en  a-doun  no  light.  Yif  the 
trouble  wind  that  hight  Auster,  turning 
and  walx^-inge  the  see,  medleth  the  hete, 
tJiat  is  to  seyn,  the  boyling  up  from  the  5 
holme ;  the  wawes,  that  whylom  weren 
clere  as  glas  and  lyke  to  the  faire  clere 
dayes,  withstande  anon  the  sightes  of  men 
by  the  filthe  and  ordure  that  is  resolved. 
And  the  fletinge  streem,  that  royleth  10 
doun  dyversly  fro  heye  mountaignes.  is 
arested  and  resisted  ofte  tyme  by  the 
cncoiuitringe  of  a  stoon  that  is  departed 
and  fallen  from  som  roche.  And  for- 
thy,  yif  thotx  wolt  loken  and  demen  15 
sooth  with  cleer  light,  and  holden  the 
wey  with  a  right  path,  weys'e  thou  joye, 
dryf  fro  thee  drede,  fleme  thou  hope,  ne 
lat  no  sorwe  aproche  ;  that  U  to  aeyn,  lat 
non  of  thise  four  passiottna  over-comen  thee  20 
or  blende  thee.  For  cloudy  and  derke  is 
thilke  thought,  and  bound©  with  brydles, 
whore-as  thise  thinges  regnen. ' 


Explicit  Liber  Primus. 


BOOK    11. 


Prose  I,     Postea  paulisper  conticuit . 

After  this  she  stinte  a  litel  ;  and,  after 
that  she  hadde  gadered  by  atempre  stille- 
nesse  mj'n  attencioun,  she  seide  thus  : 
(As  who  mitjhle  seyn  thus:  After  thise 
5  thintjes  she  stinte  a  litel ;  and  whan  she 
aperceived  by  atempre  stillenesse  that  I  was 
ententifto  herkene  hir,  she  bigan  to  speke  in 
this  wyse) :  '  Yif  I,'  quod  she,  '  have  under- 
stonden  and  knowen  outrelj-  tlie  causes 
10  and  the  habit  of  thy  maladye,  thoii 
languissest  and  art  defeted  for  desyr  and 
talent  of  thy  rather  fortune.     She,  that 


ilke  Fortune  only,  that  is  chaunged,  as 
thou  feynest,  to  thee-ward,  bath  perv-erted 
the  cleernesse  and  the  estat  of  thy  corage. 
I  understonde  the  fele-folde  colours  and 
deceites  of  thilke  mervoilous  monstro 
Fortune,  and  how  she  useth  ful  flateringe 
familaritee  with  hem  that  she  enforceth 
to  bigyle ;  so  longe,  til  that  she  confounde  20 
with  unsuflferable  sorwe  hem  that  sho 
hath  left  in  dospeyr  unpur\-eyed.  _  And  yif 
thou  remembrest  wel  the  kinde,  the 
manercs,  and  the  desert  of  thilke  Fortune, 
thou  shalt  wel  knowe  that,  as  in  hir,  : 
thou  never  ne  haddest  ne  hast  y-lost  any 
fair  thing.     But,  as  I  trowe,  I  shal  nat 
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gretly  travailen  to  do  theo  remembren  on 
thise  thinges.     For  thou  •were  wont   to 

30  hnrtolen  and  dcspysen  hir,  with  manly 
■wordes,  whan  sho  was  blanndissingo  and 
present,  and  pursewedest  hir  with  sen- 
tences that  were  drawen  out  of  myn 
entree,  that  is  to  seyn,  out  ofmyn  in/orma- 

35  cioun.  But  no  sodein  mutacioun  ne 
hitydeth  nat  with-outo  a  manere  channg- 
inge  of  corages  ;  and  so  is  it  befallen  that 
thou  art  a  litel  departed  fro  the  pees  of 
thy  thought. 

40  But  now  is  tjTne  that  thou  drinke  and 
ataste  some  softe  and  delitable  thinges  ; 
so  that,  whan  they  ben  entred  within 
thee,  it  mowe  maken  wey  to  strengere 
drinkes   of  medicynes.     Com  now  forth 

45  therfore  the  siiasionn  of  swetenesse  re- 
thorien,  whiche  that  goth  only  the  right 
wey,  whyl  she  forsaketh  nat  myne 
estatuts.  And  with  Rhetorice  com  forth 
Musice,    a    damisel    of   our   hous,   that 

50  singeth  now  lighter  moedes  or  prolacionns, 
now  hevyer.  WTiat  eylcth  thee,  man  ? 
What  is  it  that  hath  cast  thee  in-to 
mominge  and  in-to  wepinge  ?  I  trowe 
that  thou  hast  seyn  som  newe  thing  and 

55  uncouth.  Thou  wenest  that  Fortune  be 
chaunged  ayein  thee  ;  but  thou  wenest 
wrong,  yif  thou  that  wene.  Alwey  tho 
ben  hir  maneres ;  she  hath  rather  kept, 
as  to  thee-ward,  hir  propre  stablenesse  in 

60  the  chaunginge  of  hir-self.  Right  swich 
was  she  whan  she  flatered  thee,  and 
deceived  thee  with  unleveful  lykinges  of 
fals  welefulnesse.  Thou  hast  now  knowen 
and  ataynt  the  doutous  or  double  visage 

65  of  thilke  blinde  goddesse  Fortune.  She, 
that  yit  covereth  hir  and  winipleth  hir 
to  other  folk,  hath  shewed  hir  every- 
del  to  thee.  Yif  thou  aprovest  hir  and 
thenkest  that  she  is  good,  use  hir  maneres 

-o  and  pleyne  thee  nat.  And  yif  thou 
agrysest  hir  false  trecherye,  despyse  and 
cast  awey  hir  that  pleyeth  so  harmfully  ; 
for  she,  that  is  now  cause  of  so  muche 
sorwc  to  thee,  sholdo  ben  catise  to  thee  of 
1 75  pees  and  of  joye.  She  hath  forsaken  thee, 
forsothe ;  the  whiche  that  never  man 
may  ben  siker  that  she  ne  shal  forsake 
him. Glose.   But  nntheles^  some  bokes 


han  the  text  thus:    For  sothe,  she  hath 
forsaken  thee,  ne  ther  uis  no  man  siker  80 

that  she  no  hath  nat  forsaken. 

Holdestow  than  thilke  welefulnesse 
precious  to  thee  that  shal  passen  ?  And 
is  present  Fortune  dereworthe  to  thee, 
which  that  nis  nat  feithful  for  to  dwellc  ;  85 
and,  whan  she  goth  awey,  that  she 
bringeth  a  wight  in  sorwe?  For  sin  she 
may  nat  Ijen  with-holden  at  a  manncs 
wille,  she  maketh  him  a  w  "-ecche  whan 
she  departeth  fro  him.  What  other  thing  go 
is  flittinge  Fortune  but  a  manor  she  vingo 
of  wrecchednesse  that  is  to  comon  ?  No 
it  ne  snfiFyseth  nat  only  to  loken  on  thinge 
that  is  present  bifom  the  eyen  of  a  man. 
But  wisdom  loketh  and  amesureth  the  93 
ende  of  thinges  ;  and  the  same  chaung- 
inge from  oon  in-to  an-other,  that  is  to 
seyn,  from  adversitee  in-to  prosperitee, 
maketh  that  the  manaces  of  Fortune  ne 
ben  nat  for  to  drcden,  ne  the  flateringes  100 
of  hir  to  ben  desired.  Thxis,  at  the  lastc, 
it  bihoveth  thee  to  sufFren  witli  evene 
willeiupacienceal  that  isdon  in-with  tho 
floor  of  Fortune,  that  is  to  seyn,  in  this 
ivorld,  sin  thou  hast  ones  put  thy  nekke  105 
under  the  yok  of  hir.  For  j-if  thou  wolt 
wryten  a  lawe  of  wendinge  and  of  dwell- 
inge  to  Fortime,  whiche  that  thou  hast 
chosen  frely  to  ben  thy  lady,  artow  nat 
wrongful  in  that,  and  makest  Fortune  no 
wroth  and  aspere  by  thyn  inpatience, 
and  yit  thou  mayst  nat  chaunge  hir? 
Yif  thou  committest  and  bitakest  thy 
sailes  to  the  winde,  thou  shalt  be  shoven, 
not  thider  that  thou  woldest,  but  whider  115 
that  the  wind  shoveth  thee.  Yif  thou 
castest  thy  sedes  in-to  the  feldes,  thou 
sholdest  han  in  minde  that  the  yeres  ben , 
amonges,  other-whyle  plentevous  and 
other-whyle  bareyne.  Thou  hast  bitaken  uo 
thy-self  to  the  governaunce  of  Fortune, 
and  for-thy  it  bihoveth  thee  to  ben 
obeisaunt  to  the  maneres  of  thy  lady. 
Enforcest  thou  thee  to  aresten  or  with- 
holden  the  swiftnessc  and  the  sweigh  of  125 
hir  turninge  whele  ?  O  thou  fool  of  alle 
mortal  fooles,  if  Fortune  bigan  to  dwelle 
stable,  she  cesede  thanne  to  ben  For- 
tune! 
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Metrf.  I.    Hec  cum  srtperba  uerterit  vices 
dextra. 

Milan  Fortiine  -with  a  proud  right 
hand  hath  torned  hir  chaunginge 
stoundes,  she  fareth  lyk  the  maneres  of 
the  boilinge  Eui-j-pe. Glosa.    Eitrype 

5  is  an  arm  of  the  see  that  ebbeth  and 
Jloiceth :    and  som-tymc   the  streem   is    on 

o  »ydi:,   and  som-tyme   on    the    other: 

Text.  She,  ciiiel  Fortune,  casteth  adotin 
kiuges  that  whylom  weren  y-drad ;  and 

lo  she.  deceivable,  cnhaunseth  up  the  hum- 
Lie  chere  of  him  tliat  is  discomfited. 
Ne  she  neither  hereth  no  rekkcth  of 
■wrecchede  wepinges  ;  and  she  is  so  hard 
that  she  laugheth  and  scorneth  the  wep- 

15  inges  of  hem,  the  ^vhiche  she  hath  makcd 
■\vepe  with  hir  free  wille.  Thus  she 
pleyeth,  and  thus  she  proeveth  hir 
strengthes  ;  and  shewetli  a  greet  wonder 
to  alle  hir  servauntes,  yif  that  a  wight 

go  is  sej-n  weleful,  and  overthrow©  in  an 
houre. 


Prose  II.     Vellem  autem  jyauca  tecum. 

Certes,  I  wolde  pleten  with  thee  a  fewe 
thinges,  visiuge  the  wordes  of  Fortune  ; 
tak  hede  now  thy-self,  yif  that  she  axeth 
right.     "  O  thou  man,  wher-fore  makest 

5  thou  me  gilty  \)y  thj'ne  every-dayes  pleyn- 
inges?  What  wrong  have  I  d<in  tliee? 
What  goodes  have  I  birett  thee  that 
weren  thyne?  Stryf  or  plete  with  me, 
bifore  what  juge  that  thou  wolt,  of  the 

10  possessioun  of  richesses  or  of  ilignitees. 
And  yif  thou  mayst  shewcn  mo  that  ever 
an.v  mortal  man  hath  received  any  of  tho 
thiuges  to  ben  hise  in  propre,  than  wol 
I  graunte  frely  that  alle  thilko  thinges 

15  weren  thyue  whiche  that  thou  axest. 
Whan  that  nature  brouglite  thee  forth 
out  of  thy  moder  wombe,  I  receyved  thee 
naked  and  nedy  of  alle  thinges,  and 
I    norisshede    thee   with   my   richesses, 

20  and  was  redy  and  cntentif  through  my 
favour  to  susteyne  thee  ;  and  that  maketh 
thee  now  inpacient  ayeins  me ;  and 
I  enviroiuide  thee  with  alle  the  aboun- 


dance  and  shyninge  of  alle  goodes  that 
ben  in  my  right.  Now  it  lyketh  me  to  25 
with-drawen  mj'  hand;  thou  hast  had 
grace  as  he  that  hath  used  of  foreine 
goodes ;  thou  hast  no  right  to  pleyne 
thee,  as  though  thou  haddest  outrely  for- 
lorn alle  thy  thinges.  Why  plejTiest  thou  3.1 
thanne?  I  have  done  thee  no  \^-roug. 
Richesses,  honours,  and  swiche  other 
thinges  ben  of  my  right.  Mj'  servauntes 
knowen  me  for  hir  lady;  they  comen 
with  me,  and  departen  whan  I  wende.  35 
I  dar  wel  aflfermen  hardily,  that  yif  tho 
thinges,  of  which  thou  pleynest  that  thou 
hast  forlorn,  hadde  ben  thyne,  thou  ne 
haddest  not  lorn  hem.  Shal  I  thanne 
only  ben  defended  to  usen  mj'  right  ?  4<: 
Certes,  it  is  leveful  to  the  heveue  to  make 
clere  dayes,  and,  after  that,  to  coveren 
tho  same  dayes  with  derke  nightes.  The 
yeer  hath  eek  leve  to  apparailen  tho 
visage  of  the  erthe,  now  with  floures  and  45 
now  with  fruit,  and  to  confounden  hem 
som-tyme  with  reynes  and  with  coldes. 
The  see  hath  eek  his  right  to  ben  som- 
tyme  calme  and  blaundishing  with 
smothe  water,  and  som-tyme  to  ben  hor-  5U 
rible  with  wawes  and  with  tempestes. 
But  the  covetise  of  men,  that  maj^  nat 
ben  stanched,  shal  it  binde  me  to  ben 
stedefast,  sin  that  stedefastnesse  is  un- 
couth to  my  maneres?  Swich  is  my  55 
strengthe,  and  this  pley  I  i)leyo  con- 
tinucly.  I  tome  the  whirlinge  wheel 
with  the  torning  cercle ;  I  am  glad  to 
chaungen  the  lowest  to  the  heyest,  and 
the  heyest  to  the  lowest.  Worth  up,  if  61; 
thou  wolt,  so  it  be  by  tliis  lawe,  that  thou 
ne  holde  nat  that  I  do  thee  wronge  thogh 
thou  descende  adoun,  whan  the  resoun  of 
my  pley  axeth  it.  Wistcst  thou  nat 
how  Cresus,  tho  king  of  Lydiens,  ol  65 
whiche  king  Cyrus  was  ful  sore  agast 
a  litel  bitoru,  that  this  rewliche  Cresus 
was  caught  of  Cyrus  and  lad  to  the  fyr  to 
ben  brent,  but  that  a  rayn  descendede 
doun  fro  hevene  that  rescowede  him  ?  70 
And  is  it  out  of  thy  minde  how  that 
Paulus,  consul  of  Rome,  whan  he  hadde 
taken  the  king  of  Perciens,  weep  pitously 
for  the  captivitee    of  the    self   kinge? 
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75  Wliat  other  thing  biwailen  the  cryinges 
of  tragedies  but  only  the  dedes  of  Fortune, 
that  -with  an  unwar  stroke  overtometh 

realmos  of  grete  nobley  ? Glose.  Tra- 

gedie  is  to  seyn,  a  ditee  of  a  prosjteritee  fur 

80  a  tipne,  that  endeth  in  wreccliednesse. 

Lornedest  nat  thou  in  Greke,  whan  thou 
were  yonge,  that  in  the  entree,  or  in  the 
celere,  of  Jupiter,  ther  ben  couched  two 
tonnes  ;  that  on  is  ful  of  good,  that  other 

85  is  ftil  of  harm  ?  What  right  hast  thou  to 
pleyne,  yif  thou  hast  taken  more  plcnte- 
vouslj'  of  the  gode  syde,  that  is  to  seyn,  of 
my  richesses  and  prosperites ;  and  what 
eek  if  I  ne  be  nat  al  departed  fro  thee  ? 

90  What  eek  yif  my  mutabilitee  yiveth  thee 
rightful  cause  of  hope  to  han  yit  betor 
thinges  ?  Natheles  dismaye  thee  nat  in 
thy  thought ;  and  thou  that  art  put  in 
the  comune  realme  of  alle,  ne  desyro  nat 

95  to  liven  by  thyn  only  propre  right. 

Metre  II.     Si  quantas  rapidis  flatibus 
incitus. 

Though  Plentee,  that  is  goddesse  of 
richesses,  hielde  adotin  with  fill  horn,  and 
withdraweth  nat  hir  hand,  as  many 
richesses  as  the  see  torneth  upward 
S  sandes  whan  it  is  moeved  with  ravissh- 
inge  Wastes,  or  elles  as  many  richesses 
as  ther  shynen  brighte  sterres  on  hevene 
on  the  sterry  nightes ;  yit,  for  al  that, 
mankinde  nolde  not  cese  to  wepe  wTecch- 
ede  pleyntes.  And  al  be  it  so  that  god 
recej-^'eth  gladly  hir  preyers,  and  yiveth 
them  (as  fool -large)  moche  gold,  and 
aparaileth  coveitous  men  with  noble  or 
clere  honours  :  yit  semeth  liem  haven 
y-geten  no-thing,  but  alwey  hir  cruel 
ravjTae,  devouringe  al  that  they  han 
geten,  sheweth  other  gapinges  ;  that  is  to 
seyn,  gapen  and  desyren  yit  after  mo  rich- 
esses. 'VMiat  brydles  mighten  withholden, 
to  any  certein  ende,  the  desordenee  cove- 
tise  of  men,  whan,  ever  the  rather  that  it 
fleteth  in  large  yiftes,  the  more  ay  bren- 
neth  in  hem  the  thurst  of  havinge  ? 
Certes  he  that,  quakinge  and  dredfnl, 
weneth  him-selven  nedy,  he  ne  liveth 
never-more  riche."' 


10 
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Prose  III.     Iliis  igilur  si  pro  se  tecum 
Fortuna  loqueretur. 

Therfor,  yif  that  Fortune  spake  with 
thee  for  hir-self  in  this  manere,  for-sothe 
thou  ne  haddest  nat  what  thou  might  est 
answere.  And,  if  thou  hast  any-thing 
wherwith  thou  mayest  rightfully  de-  5 
fenden  thy  compleint,  it  behoveth  thee 
to  shewen  it ;  and  I  wol  j'even  thee  space 
to  teUen  it.'  Boece.  ' Certej-nly,' quod 
I  thanne,  'thise  beth  faire  thinges, 
and  enointed  with  hony  swetenesse  of  ic 
rethorike  and  musike  ;  and  only  whyl 
they  ben  herd  they  ben  delicious.  But  to 
wrecches  is  a  depper  felinge  of  harm ; 
this  is  to  seyn,  that  wrecches  felen  the 
hnrmes  that  they  suffren  more  grevously  15 
than  the  remedies  or  the  delites  of  thise 
wordes  mciven  gladen  or  comforten  hem ;  so 
that,  whan  thise  thinges  stinteu  for  to 
soune  in  eres,  the  sorwe  that  is  inset 
gi-eveth  the  thought.'  20 

Phil.  'Eight  so  is  it,' quod  she.  'For 
thise  ne  ben  yit  none  remedies  of  thy 
maladye  ;  but  they  ben  a  maner  norissh- 
inges  of  thy  sorwe,  yit  rebel  ayein  thy 
curacioun.  For  whan  that  tyme  is,  I  25 
shal  moeve  swiche  thinges  that  percen 
hem-self  depe.  But  natheles,  that  thon 
shalt  not  wilne  toleten  thy-selfa  wrecche, 
hast  thou  foryeteu  the  noumlier  and  the 
manere  of  thy  welefuluesse  ?  I  holde  me  30 
stille,  how  that  the  soverayne  men  of  the 
citee  token  thee  in  cure  and  kepinge, 
whan  thou  were  orphelin  of  fader  and 
moder,  and  were  chosen  in  affinitee  of 
princes  of  the  citee  ;  and  thou  bigunne  35 
rather  to  be  leef  and  dere  than  forto  ben 
a  neighbour ;  the  whiche  thing  is  the 
most  precious  kinde  of  any  propinquitee 
or  alyaunce  that  may  ben.  Who  is  it 
that  ne  seide  tlio  that  thou  were  right  40 
weleful,  with  so  grete  a  nobleye  of  thy 
fadres-in-lawe,  and  with  the  chastitee  of 
thy  wj-f,  and  with  the  oportiinitee  and 
noblesse  of  thy  masculin  children,  that  is 
to  seyn,  thy  sonesf  And  over  al  this — me  45 
list  to  passen  the  comune  thinges — how 
thou  haddest  in  thy  youthe  digniteos  that 
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wercn  -wernpd  to  olde  men.  Bat  it  tle- 
Ij-teth  me  to  comen  now  to  the  singulcr 

50  uphepiuge  of  thy  welefvilnessc.  Yil"  any 
fruit  of  mortal  thinges  may  han  any 
woighte  or  prys  of  welcfiilnease,  mightest 
thon  ever  forycten,  for  any  cliarge  of 
harm   that   mighte  hifalle,   the   remem- 

55  braunce  of  thiLke  day  that  thou  saye  thy 
two  sones  maked  consoileres,  and  y-hid 
to-gedere  fro  thj-n  lionso  under  so  greet 
assemblee  of  senatoures  and  tinder  the 
blythenesse  of  poeplc  ;    and  whan  tliou 

60  saye  hem  set  in  the  court  in  here  chayeres 
of  dignitees?  Thou,  rethorien  or  pro- 
nouncere  of  kingespreysinges,  deservedest 
glorie  of  wit  and  of  eloquence,  whan 
thou,  sittinge  bitwene  thy  two  sones,  con- 

65  seileres,  in  the  place  that  highte  Circo, 
•f-folfoldest  the  abydinge  of  the  mul- 
titude of  poeple  that  was  sprad  abonten 
thee,  with  so  large  preysinge  and  laude, 
as   men  singen  in  victories.      Tho  j'ave 

^o  thou  wordes  to  Fortune,  as  I  trowe, 
that  is  to  siyn,  tho  feffeOest  thou  Fortune 
vith  gitisinge  wordes  and  deceivedest  Mr, 
whan  she  acoyede  thee  and  norisshede 
thee   as  hir  owne   delyces.      Thou  here 

75  away  of  Fortune  a  yifte,  that  is  to  seyn, 
Stciche  yuerdoitn,  that  she  never  yaf  to 
privee  man.  Wilt  thou  therfor  leye 
a  rekeninge  with  Fortune  ?  She  hath 
now  twinkled  first  upon  thee  with  a  wik- 

So  kede  eye.  Yif  thou  considere  tlie  noum- 
bre  and  the  manere  of  thy  blisses  and  of 
thy  sorwes,  thou  maj^t  nat  forsaken  that 
thotx  art  yit  blisfal.  For  if  thou  therfor 
wenest  thy-self  nat  weleful,  for  thinges 

85  that  tho  semeden  joyful  ben  passed,  ther 
nis  nat  why  thou  sholdest  wene  thy-self 
a  wrecchc  ;  for  thinges  that  semen  now 
sorye  passen  also.  Art  thou  now  comen 
first,  a  sodein  gcst,  in-to  the  shadwe  or 

JO  tabernacle  of  this  lyf ;  or  trowest  thon 
that  any  stedefastncsse  bo  in  mannes 
thinges,  whan  ofte  a  swift  houre  dis- 
solveth  the  same  man  ;  that  is  to  seyn, 
u-han   the  soule   d^partefh  fro   the   body  ? 

05  For,  al-tliough  that  sclde  is  ther  any  foith 
that  fortimous  thinges  wolen  dwellen,  yit 
nathelcs  the  laste  day  of  a  mannes  lyf  is 
a  manere  Qeeth  to  Fortune,  and  also  to 


tliilkc   that  hath   dwelt.     And    therfor, 
what,   wenestow,  thar  [thee]  recche,  yif  100 
thou  forlete  hir  in  deyinge,  or  elles  that 
she,    Fortune,    forlete    thee    in    floeingo 
awey  ? 

Metre  III.     Cum  polo  Phebus 
roseis  (2uadrigi3. 

Whan  Phebus,  the  Sonne,  biginneth  to 
spreden  his  cleernesse  with  rosene  chari- 
ettes,  thanne  the  sterre,  y-dimmed,  paleth 
hir  whyte  clieres,  by  the  flambes  of  the 
Sonne  that  overcometh  the  sterre-light.  5 
Tliis  is  to  seyn,  whan  the  sonne  is  risen, 
the  dey-sterre  toexeth  pale,  and  leseth  hir 
light  for  the  grete  brightnesse  of  the  sonne. 
Whan  the  wode  wexeth  rody  of  rosene 
floures,  in  the  first  somer  sesoun,  thorugh  10 
the  brethe  of  the  winde  Zephirus  that 
wexeth  warm,  yif  the  cloudy  wind  Aixster 
blowo  felliclie,  than  goth  awey  the  faire- 
nesse  of  thornes.  Ofte  the  see  is  cleer 

and  calm  withoute  moevinge  flodes  ;  and  15 
ofte  the  horrible  wind  Aquilon  moeveth 
boilinge  temjiestcs  and  over-whelveth  the 
see.  Yif  the  forme  of  this  worlde  is  so 
selde  stable,  and  yif  it  tumeth  by  so 
many  entrechauiigingcs,  wolt  thou  thanne  20 
trusten  in  the  tomblinge  fortunes  of 
men  ?  Wolt  thou  trowen  on  flittinge 
goodes?  It  is  certein  and  establisshed 
by  lawe  perdurable,  that  no-thing  that  is 
engendred  nis  stedcfast  ne  stable.'  ^5 

Pkose  IV.     Tunc  ego,  uera, 
inquam,  commemoras. 

Tlianne  seide  I  thus  :  '  O  norice  of  alle 
vertues,  thou  seist  ful  sooth  ;  ne  I  ne  may 
nat  forsake  the  right  swifte  cours  of  my 
prosperitee  ;  that  is  to  seyn,  that  prosperitee 
ne-  be  comen  to  me  wonder  swiftly  and  sone,  5 
But  this  is  a  thing  tliat  greetly  smert^eth 
me  whan  it  rcmembreth  me.  For  in  alle 
adversitee  of  fortune,  the  most  unsely 
kinde  of  contrarious  fortune  is  to  han 
ben  weleful.'  i 

Phil.  '  But  that  thou,'  qnod  she,  '  abyest 
thus  the  torment  of  thy  false  opinioun, 
that  mayst  thou  nat  rightfully  blamen 
ne  aretten  to  thinges  :  as  who  seith,  fov- 
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<ftoi/  hastyit  manyhahundauncesof  thingea. 

Text  For  al  be  it  so  tliat  the  ydel 

imme  of  aventnrous  welcfulnesse  mooveth 
thee  now,  it  is  levef'ul  that  thou  rokne 
with  mo  of  how  manye  grete  thinges 
thou  hast  yit  plentee.  And  therfor,  yif 
that  thilke  thing  tliat  thon  haddest  for 
most  preciotis  in  al  thy  richesse  of  for- 
txine  be  kept  to  thee  yit,  by  the  grace  of 
god,  nnwemmed  and  nndefouled,  mayst 
thou  thanne  pleyne  rightfully  upon  the 
meschef  of  Fortune,  sin  thou  hast  yit  thy 
beste  thinges  ?  Certes,  yit  liveth  in  good 
point  thilke  precious  honour  of  man- 
kinde,  Syniaciis,  thy  wy^'es  fader,  which 
that  is  a  man  maked  alle  of  sapience  and 
of  vertu  ;  the  whiehe  man  thou  woldest 
byen  redely  with  the  prys  of  thyn  owne 
lyf.  He  biwayloth  the  wronges  that  men 
don  to  thee,  and  nat  for  liim-self ;  for  he 
liveth  in  sikernesse  of  any  sentences  put 
ayeins  him.  And  yit  liveth  thy  wyf, 
that  ig  atempre  of  wit,  and  passinge  other 
wimmen  in  clennesse  of  cluistetee  ;  and 
for  I  wol  closen  shortely  hir  bountees,  she 
is  lyk  to  hir  fader.  I  telle  thee  v/el,  that 
she  liveth  looth  of  this  Ij'f,  and  kepeth  to 
thee  only  hir  goost  ;  and  is  al  maat  and 
overcomen  by  wepinge  and  sorwe  for 
desyr  of  thee,  in  the  wliiclie  thing  only 
I  moot  graunten  that  thy  welefulnesse  is 
amenused.  What  shal  I  se>ni  eek  of  thy 
two  sones,  conseilours,  of  whiehe,  as  of 
children  of  hir  age,  ther  shyneth  the 
lyknessc  of  the  wit  of  hir  fader  or  of  hir 
elder  fader  ?  And  sin  the  sovereyn  cure 
ofallemortcl  folk  is  to  saven  hir  owen 
lyves,  O  how  weleful  art  thou,  yif  thou 
knowe  thy  goodes  !  For  yit  ben  ther 
thinges  dwelled  to  thee-ward,  that  no 
man  douteth  that  they  ne  ben  more 
dereworthe  to  thee  than  thyn  owen  lyf. 
And  for-tby  drye  thy  teres,  for  yit  nis 
nat  everich  fortune  al  hateful  to  thee- 
ward,  ne  over  greet  tempest  hath  nat  yit 
fallen  upon  thee,  whan  that  thyn  ancres 
eleven  faste,  that  neither  wolen  suffren 
the  counfort  of  this  tj-me  present  ne  the 
hope  of  tyme  cominge  to  passen  ne  to 
faylen. '  Boece.  '  And  I  preye, '  quod  I, 
'  that    faste    moten    they    halden ;    for 


whyles  that  they  halden,  how-30-ever  that 
thinges  ben,  I  shal  wel  fleten  forth  and 
escapen  ;  but  thou  mayst  wol  seen  how 
grete  aparayles  and  aray  that  me  lak- 
keth,  that  ben  passed  away  fro  me.'  70 

Phil.  '  I  have  som-what  avaunsed  and 
forthered  thee,'  quod  she,  'yif  that  thon 
anoye  nat  or  forthinke  nat  of  al  thy 
f<jrtune  :  as  who  seith,  I  have  som-irhat 
comforted  thee,  so  that  thou  tempest  thee  75 
nat  thus  icith  al  thy  fortune,  sin  thou  hast 
yit  thy  beste  thinges.  But  I  may  nat  suffren 
thy  delices,  that  pleynest  so  wepinge  and 
anguissous,  for  that  ther  lakkctli  som- 
what  to  thy  welefulnesse.  For  what  man  80 
is  so  sad  or  of  so  parfit  welefulnesse,  that 
he  ne  stryveth  and  pleyneth  on  som  halve 
ayen  the  qualitee  of  his  estat  ?  For-why 
ful  anguissous  thing  is  the  condicionn  of 
mannes  goodes  ;  for  either  it  conaeth  nat  85 
al-togider  to  a  wight,  or  elles  it  last  nat 
peiTJOtuel.  For  sum  man  hath  grete 
richesses,  but  ho  is  ashamed  of  his  un- 
gentel  linage  ;  and  som  is  renowned  of 
noblesse  of  kinrede,  but  he  is  enclosed  in  9<J 
so  grete  anguisshe  of  nede  of  thinges,  that 
him  were  lever  that  he  were  unknowe. 
And  som  man  haboundeth  both  in  rich- 
eaee  and  noblesse,  but  yit  he  bewaileth 
his  chaste  lyf,  for  ho  ne  hath  no  wyf.  95 
And  som  man  is  wel  and  selily  y-maried, 
but  he  hath  no  children,  and  norissheth 
his  richesses  to  the  ejTes  of  strange 
folkes.  And  som  man  is  gladed  with 
children,  but  he  wepeth  ful  sory  for  the  100 
trespas  of  his  sone  or  of  his  doughter. 
And  for  this  ther  ne  acordeth  no  wight 
lightly  to  the  condicioun  of  his  fortune  ; 
for  alwey  to  every  man  ther  is  in  som- 
what  that,  unassayed,  he  ne  wot  nat ;  or  103 
elles  he  dredeth  that  he  hath  assayed. 
And  adde  this  also,  that  every  weleful 
man  hath  a  ful  delicut  felinge  ;  so  that, 
but-yif  alle  thinges  bifalle  at  his  owne 
wil,  for  he  is  impacient,  or  is  nat  used  to  no 
han  nou  adversitee,  anon  he  is  throweu 
adoun  for  every  litel  thing.  And  ful  litel 
thinges  ben  tho  that  withdrawen  the 
somme  or  tho  perfeccioun  of  blisfulnesse 
fro  hem  that  ben  most  fortunat.  How  1 15 
many  men,  trowest  thou,  wolden  demen 
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hjem-self  to  ben  almost  in  hevene,  yif 
they  mighten  atayne  to  the  leest  party  of 
the  remnaunt  of  thy  fortune  ?   This  same 

iao  place  that  thou  clepest  exil,  is  contree  to 
hem  that  enhabiten  heer,  and  forthy 
nothing  [is]  ■wrecched  but  vhan  thou 
wenest  it :  as  who  seith,  thou  thyself,  nc 
no  icifjht  elles,  nia  a  wrecche,  but  whan  he 

125  toeneth  him-self  a  wrecche  by  reputacioiin  of 
his  corage.  And  ayeinward,  alle  fortune 
is  blisful  to  a  man  by  the  agreabletee  or 
by  the  cgalitee  of  him  that  suiFreth  it. 
What   man   is   that,  that  is  so  weleful, 

130  that  nolde  changen  his  estat  whan  he 
hath  lost  pacience?  The  swetnesse  of 
mannes  wolefulnesse  is  sprayned  with 
many  bitern  esses  ;  the  whiche  weleful- 
nesse,  al-though  it  seme  swete  and  joyful 

135  to  hem  that  useth  it,  yit  may  it  nat  ben 
with-holden  that  it  ne  goth  away  whan  it 
wole.  Thanne  is  it  wel  sene,  how  wrecched 
is  the  blisfulnesse  of  mortal  thinges,  that 
neither   it    dureth   perpetuel   with    hem 

140  that  every  fortune  receiven  agreablely  or 
egaly,  ne  it  delyteth  nat  in  al  to  hem 
that  ben  anguissous.  O  ye  mortal  folk, 
what  seke  ye  thanne  blisfulnesse  out  of 
your-self,  whiche  that  is  put  in  your-self  ? 

145  Errour  and  folye  confoundeth  yow. 

I  shal  shewe  thee  shortely  the  poynt 
of  sovereyne  blisfulnesse.  Is  ther  any- 
thing more  precious  to  thee  than  thy- 
self? Thou  wolt  answere,  "nay."  Thanne, 

150  yif  it  so  be  that  thou  art  mighty  over 
thy-self,  that  is  to  seyn,  by  tranquillitee  of 
thy  sotvle,  than  hast  thou  thing  in  thy 
power  that  thou  noldest  never  lesen,  ne 
Fortune   ne    may   nat   beneme   it   thee. 

155  And  that  thou  mayst  knowo  that  blisful- 
nesse ne  may  nat  standen  in  thinges  that 
ben  fortunous  and  temporel,  now  under- 
stonde  and  gader  it  to-gidere  thus  :  Yif 
blisfulnesse  be  the  sovereyn  good  of  nature 

160  that  liveth  by  resoun,  nc  tliilke  thing  nis 
nat  sovereyn  good  that  may  bo  taken 
awey  in  any  wyse,  (for  more  worthy 
thing  and  more  digne  isthilke  thing  that 
may  nat  ben  taken  awey) ;  than  sheweth 

165  it  wel,  that  the  unstablenesse  of  fortune 
may  nat  atayne  to  receiven  verray  blis- 
lulnesse.     And  yit  more-over  :  what  man 


that  this  toumbling  welefulnesse  ledeth, 
either  he  woot  that  it  is  chaungeable,  or 
elles  he  woot  it  nat.     And  yif  he  woot  170 
it  nat,  what  blisful  fortune  may  ther  be 
in  the  blindne.sse  of  ignorance  ?     And  yif 
he  woot  that  it  is  chaungeable,  he  moot 
alwey  ben   adrad  that  he   ne  lese  that 
thing  that  he  ne  doubteth  nat  but  that  175 
he  may  lesen  it ;  as  ivho  seith,  he  mot  ben 
alwey  agast,  lest  he  lese  that  he  tvot  wel  he 
may   lese  it.     For  which,   the   continuel 
dreed  that  he  hath  no  suffreth  him  nat 
to  ben   welefuL     Or  yif  he  lese  it,   he  i8o 
weneth    to    be    dispysed    and    forleten, 
Certes  eek,  that  is  a  ful  litel  good  that 
is  bom  with  evene  herte  whan  it  is  lost ; 
that  is  to  seyn,  that  men  do  no  more  fors  of 
the  lost  than  of  the  havinge.     And  for  as  185 
moche  as  thou  thy-self  art  he,  to  whom  it 
hath    ben    shewed    and    proved    by  ful 
manye   demonstraciouns,  as  I  wot  wel, 
that  the   Bowles  of  men  ne   mowe  nat 
deyen  in  no  wyse  ;  and  eek  sin  it  is  cleer  190 
and  certein,  that  fortunous  welefulnesse 
endeth  by  the  deeth  of  the  body  ;  it  may 
nat  ben  douted  that,  yif  that  doeth  may 
take  awey  blisfulnesse,  that  alle  the  kinde 
of  mortal  thinges  ne   descendeth   in-to  19S 
wrecchednesse  by  the  ende  of  the  deeth. 
And  sin  we  knowen  wel,  that  many  a  I 

man  hath  sought  the  fruit  of  blisftilnesse 
nat  only  with  suffringe  of  deeth,  but  eek  1 

with  suflfiingc  of  peynes  and  tormentes ;  200 
how  mighte  than  this  present  Ivf  maken 
men  blisful,  sin  that,  whan  thilke  solve 
lyf   is    ended,    it    ne    maketh    folk    no 
wrecches  ? 

Metre  IV.     Qtiisquis  uolet  perennem. 

What  maner  man.  Stable  and  war,  that 
wole  founden  him  a  perdurable  sete,  and 
ne  wole  nat  ben  cast  down  with  the  loude 
blastos  of  the  wind  Eurus ;  and  wole 
despyse  the  see,  manasingo  with  flodes ;  5 
lat  him  eschewen  to  bilde  on  the  cop 
of  the  niountaigne  or  in  the  moiste  sandes. 
For  the  fello  wind  Auster  tormenteth  the 
cop  of  the  monntaigne  with  all  his 
strengthes  ;  and  the  lause  sandes  refusen  to 
to  beren  the  he\'y  wighte.        And  forthy, 
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if  thou  wolt  fleen  the  perilous  avonturo, 
that  is  to  seyn,  of  the  tcorlde  ;  have  minde 
certeinly  to  ficchen  thj-n  hous  of  a  merye 

'5  site  in  a  lowe  stoon.  For  al-though  the 
wind,  troubling  the  see,  thondre  -with 
over-tl»rowinges,  thou  that  art  put  in 
quiete,  and  weleful  by  strengtho  of  thy 
palis,  shalt  leden  a  cleer  age,  scorninge 

»o  the  woodnesses  and  the  ires  of  the  eyr. 

Pkose  V,    ,SVi  cum  rationum  iam  in  te. 

But  for  as  moche  as  the  norisshinges 
of  my  resouns  descenden  now  in-to  thee, 
I  trowe  it  were  tyme  to  uson  a  litel 
strenger  medicynes.  Kow  understond 
5  heer,  al  were  it  so  that  the  yiftes  of 
Fortune  ne  were  nat  brutel  ne  transitorie, 
what  is  ther  in  hem.  that  may  be  thyn 
in  any  tyme,  or  elles  that  it  nis  foul,  j-if 
that  it  be  considered  and  loked  perfitly? 
10  Bichesses,  ben  they  precious  by  the  nature 
of  hem-self,  or  elles  by  the  nature  of 
thee  ?  What  is  most  worth  of  richesses  ? 
Is  it  nat  gold  or  might  of  monej'e 
assembled?  Certes,  thilke  gold  and 
thilke  money e  shyneth  and  yeveth  betere 
renoun  to  hem  that  desjienden  it  thanne 
to  thilke  folk  that  mokeren  it ;  for  avar- 
ice maketh  alwey  mokereres  to  ben  hated, 
and  largesse  maketh  folk  cleer  of  renoun. 
For  sin  that  swich  tiling  as  is  transferred 
fram  o  man  to  another  ne  may  nat 
dwellen  with  no  man  ;  certes,  thanne  is 
thilke  moneye  precious  whan  it  is  trans- 
lated into  other  folk  and  stenteth  to  ben 
had,  by  usage  of  large  yevinge  0/  him 
that  hath  yeven  it.  And  also  :  yif  that  al 
tlie  moneye  that  is  over-al  in  the  worlde 
were  gadered  toward  o  man,  it  sholde 
maken  alle  other  men  to  ben  nedy  as  of 
that.  And  certes  a  voys  al  hool,  that 
is  to  seyn,  icith-oute  amenusinge,  i'ulfilleth 
to-gidere  the  hering  of  moche  folk  ;  but 
certes,  yoiire  richesses  ne  mowen  nat 
passen  in-to  moche  folke  with-oute  amen- 
usinge. And  whan  they  ben  apassed, 
nedes  they  maken  hem  pore  that  for-gon 
the  richesses.  O  !  streite  and  nedy  clepe 
T  this  richesse,  sin  that  many  folk  ne 
may  nat   ban   it  al,   ne   al  may  it  nat 
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comen  to  o  man  with-outen  povertee  of  40 
alle  other   folk !     And  the   shyninge  of 
gemmes,    tJiat    I    clepe    jtrecious    stones, 
draweth  it  nat  tlie  eyen  of  folk  to  hem- 
ward,  that  is  to  seyn,  for  tlie  beautee  ?     But 
certes,  yif  ther  were  beautee  or  b<junteo  45 
in  the  shyninge  of  stones,  thilke  cleer- 
nesse  is  of  the  stones  hem-self,  and  nat 
of  men  ;  for  whiche  I  wondre  gretly  that 
men  mervailen  on  swiche  thinges.     For- 
why,  what  thing  is  it,  that  yif  it  wanteth  50 
moeving  and  jojaiture  of  sowle  and  body, 
that  by  right  mighte  semen  a  fair  crea- 
ture to  him  that  hath  a  sowle  of  resoun  ? 
For  al  be  it  so  that  gemmes  drawen  to 
hem-self  a  litel  of  the  laste  beautee  of  the  55 
world,  through  the  entente  of  hir  crcatonr 
and  through  the  distinccioiin  of  hem-self ; 
yit,  for  as  mochel  as  they  ben  put  iinder 
youre  excellence,  theyne  han  nat  deserved 
by  no  wey  that  ye  sholden  mervailen  on  60 
hem.    And  the  beautee  of  feldes,  delj^eth 
it  nat  mochel  un-to  yow  ?  ' 

Boece.  '  Why  sholde  it  nat  delj-ten  us, 
sin  that  it  is  a  right  fair  porcioun  of  the 
right  faire  werke,  that  is  to  seyn,  of  this  6$ 
loorld  ?  And  right  so  ben  we  gladed  som- 
tjTue  of  the  face  of  the  see  whan  it  is 
cleer ;  and  also  mer\-ailen  we  on  the 
hevene  and  on  the  sterres,  and  on  the 
Sonne  and  on  the  mone.'  7^ 

Philosophye.  '  Aperteneth,'  quod  she, 
'any  of  thilke  thinges  to  thee?  Why 
darst  thou  glorifyen  thee  in  the  shyninge 
of  any  swiche  thinges  ?  Art  thou  dis- 
tingwed  and  embelised  by  the  springinge  7S 
floures  of  the  first  somer  sesoun,  or 
swelloth  thy  plentee  in  the  fruites  of 
somer  ?  Why  art  thou  ravisshed  with 
ydel  joyes?  Why  embracest  thou  straunge 
goodes  as  they  weren  thyne  ?  Fortune  ne  80 
shal  never  maken  that  swiche  thinges 
ben  thyne,  that  nature  of  thinges  hath 
maked  foreine  fro  thee.  Sooth  is  that, 
with-outen  doute,  the  frutes  of  the  erthe 
owen  to  ben  to  the  norissinge  of  beetes.  85 
And  yif  thou  wolt  fulfille  thy  nede  after 
that  it  suffyseth  to  nature,  than  is  it  no 
nede  that  thou  seke  after  the  superfluitee 
of  fortune.  For  wdth  ful  fewe  things 
and  with  ful  litel  thinges  nature  halt  hir  90 
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apayed  ;  and  yit"  thou  wolt  acliokeii  tlie 
fnlfillinge  of  nature  with,  superlluitees, 
certes,  thilke  tliinges  that  thou  -wolt 
threstet  or  pouren  in-to  nature  shullen 
05  ben  un joyful  to  thee,  or  elles  anoyous. 
Wenest  thou  eek  that  it  ho  a  fair  thing 
to  shyne  -with  dj'vorse  clothinge  ?  Of 
■Nvhiche  clothinge  yif  the  beautee  be 
agreeable  to  loken  np-on,  Iwol  mcrvailen 

icx)  on  the  nature  of  the  niatere  of  thilke 
clothes,  or  elles  on  the  workman  that 
•wroughte  hem,  Biit  also  a  long  route  of 
meynee,  rriakoth  tliat  a  blisful  man  ?  The 
whiche  ser\-ants,  j-if  they  ben  vicious  of 

105  condiciouns,  it  is  a  great  charge  and  a 
distinccioun  to  the  hous,  and  a  greet 
enemy  to  the  lord  him-self.  And  yif  they 
ben  goode  men,  how  shal  straunge  or 
foreine  goodnesse  ben  put  in  the  nounibre 

J 10  of  thy  richesse  ?  So  that,  by  all  these 
forseide  thinges,  it  is  clearly  y-shewed, 
that  never  oon  of  thilke  thinges  that 
thou  acountedest  for  thyne  goodos  nas 
nat  thy  good.     In   the  whiche  thinges, 

1 15  yif  ther  be  no  beaiitee  to  ben  desyred, 
why  sholdest  thou  ben  sory  yif  thou  lese 
hem,  or  why  sholdest  thou  rejoysen  thee 
to  holden  hem '?  For  yif  they  ben  faire 
of  hir  owne  kinde,  what  aperteneth  that 

120  to  thee  ?     For  al  so  wel  sholden  they  ban 

;   ben  faire  by  hem-selve,  though  they  weren 

departed  fram  alle  thyne  richesses.     For- 

why  faire  ne  precious  ne  weren  they  nat, 

for  that  they  comen  among  thy  richesses ; 

125  but,  for  they  semeden  faire  and  precious, 
ther-for  thou  haddest  lever  rekne  hem 
amonges  thy  richesses.  B\it  what  de- 
sirest  thou  of  Fortune  with  so  grete  a 
noise,  and  with  so  grete  a  fare  ?     I  trowc 

130  thou  scke  to  dry^-e  awey  neile  with  ha^ 
bundaunce  of  thinges ;  but  certes,  it 
tometh  to  you  al  in  the  contrarie. 
Forwhy  certes,  it  nedeth  of  ful  manye 
helpinges    to    kex^en    the    diversitee    of 

135  precious  ostelments.  And  sooth  it  is, 
that  of  manye  thinges  han  they  nede 
that  manye  thinges  han  ;  and  ayeinward, 
of  litel  nedeth  hem  that  mesurcn  hir  fille 
after  the  nede  of  kinde,  and  nat  after 

140  the  outrage  of  coveityso.  Is  it  thanne  so, 
that   ye   men    ne   han   no  proper    good 


y-set  in  you,  for  which  ye  moten-seken 
outward  youre  goodes  in  foreine  and 
siibgit  thinges?  So  is  thanne  the  con- 
dicioun  of  thinges  tomed  up-so-down, 
that  a  man,  that  is  a  devyne  beest  by 
merite  of  his  resoun,  thinketh  that  him- 
self nis  neither  faire  ne  noble,  but-yif 
it  be  thorugh  possessionn  of  ostelments 
that  ne  han  no  sowles.  And  certes,  al 
other  thinges  ben  apayed  of  hir  owne 
beautee  ;  but  ye  men,  that  ben  semblable 
to  god  by  your  resonable  thought,  desiren 
to  aparailen  your  excellent  kinde  of  the 
lowest  thinges  ;  ne  ye  understonden  nat 
how  greet  a  wrong  ye  don  to  j'our 
creatour.  For  he  wolde  that  mankinde 
were  most  worthy  and  noble  of  any  othrc 
erthely  thinges ;  and  ye  threste  adoun 
your  dig^itees  benethe  the  lowest  thinges. 
For  yif  that  al  the  good  of  every  thinge 
be  more  precious  than  is  thilke  thing 
whos  that  the  good  is  :  sin  ye  demen 
that  the  fouleste  thinges  ben  youre 
goodes,  thanne  submitten  ye  and  putt^n 
your-selven  under  tho  fouleste  tliinges 
by  your  estimacioun ;  and  certes,  this 
tydeth  nat  with-oute  youre  desertes.  For 
certes,  swiche  is  the  condicioun  of  alle 
mankinde,  that  only  whan  it  hath  know- 
inge  of  it-selve,  than  passeth  it  in 
noblesse  alle  other  thinges  ;  and  whan 
it  forletetlx  the  knowinge  of  it-self,  than 
is  it  brought  binethen  aUe  beestes.  For- 
why al  other  livinge  beestes  han  of  kinde 
to  knowe  nat  hem-self;  but  whan  that 
men  leten  the  knowinge  of  hemself,  it 
conieth  hem  of  vice.  But  how  brotle 
sheweth  the  errour  and  the  folye  of  yow 
men,  that  wenen  that  any  thing  may 
ben  aparailed  with  straunge  aparaile- 
ments  !  But  for  sothe  that  may  nat  ben 
doon.  For  yif  a  wight  shyneth  with 
thinges  that  ben  put  to  him,  as  tlucs,  if 
thilke  thinges  shynen  with  which  a  man  is 
aparailed,  certes,  thilke  thinges  )jen 
comended  and  preysed  with  which  he  is 
aparaUeil ;  but  natheles,  the  thing  that 
is  covered  and  wrapped  under  that 
dwelleth  in  his  filthe,  And  I  denye 
that  thUke  thing  be  good  that  anoyeth 
him   that  hath   it.      Gabbe   I    of  this? 
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Thou  wolt  se.ve  "  nay."  Certes,  richesses 
han-anoyed  ful  ofte  hem  that  han  tho 

195  richesses  ;  sin  that  every  wiltked  shrcwe, 
fand  for  his  wikkednesse  the  more  gredy 
after  other  folkes  richesses,  wher-so  ever 
it  be  in  any  place,  be  it  gold  or  precious 
stones^,  -weneth   him  only  most   -worthy 

21  HI  that  hath  hem.  Tliou  thanno,  that  so 
hisy  dredest  now  tho  swerd  and  now  the 
spere,  yif  thou  haddest  entred  in  the 
patli  of  this  lyf  a  voide  wayferinge  man, 
than  woldest  thou  singe  befom  the  theef ; 

210  aa  u-ho  seith,  a  pore  man,  that  berth  no 
richesst'  on  hiin  by  the  weye,  may  hoUlely 
singe  bifom  theves,  for  he  hath  nat  icherof 
to  ben  robbed.  O  precious  and  right  cleer 
is  the   blisfalnesse   of  mortal   richesses, 

215  that,  whan  thou  hast  geten  it,  than  hast 
thon  lorn  thy  sikeruesse  ! 

Metre  V.     Felix  nimitiin  prior  etas. 

Blisful  was  the  first  age  of  men  !  They 
helden  hem  apayed  with  the  metes  that 
the  trewe  feldes  broughten  forth.  They 
ne  distroyede  nor  deceivede  nat  hem-self 
5  with  outrage.  They  weren  wont  lightlj- 
to  slaken  hir  hunger  at  even  with  acorncs 

-  of  okes.  They  ne  coude  nat  medlj-  the 
yifte  of  Bachus  to  the  cleer  hony ;  that 
is  to  aeyn,  they  coude  make  no  pinient  nor 

10  clarree  ;  ne  they  coude  nat  medle  the 
brighte  fleeses  of  the  contree  of  Soriens 
with  the  venim  of  Tyrie  ;  this  is  to  seyn, 
thi'y  coude  nat  deyen  ichyte  fleeses  of  Serien 
contree  u-ith  the  Mode  of  a  maner  shelfisshe 

15  that  men  finden  in  Tyrie,  with  ichiche  blood 
me-n  deyen  purpur.  They  slepen  hoolsom 
slopes  up-on  the  gras,  and  dronken  of  the 
renninge  wateres ;  and  layen  under  the 
ehadwes  of  the   heye  pyn-trees.     Ne  no 

aa  gest  ne  straungere  ne  carf  yit  the  heye 
see  with  ores  or  with  shippcs  ;  ne  they 
ne  hadde  seyn  yit  none  newe  strondes, 
to  leden  marchaundyse  in-to  dj-verse 
contrees.     Tho  weren  tho  cruel  clariouns 

25  ful  Inist  and  ful  stille,  ne  blood  y-sha<l 
by  egro  hate  ne  hadde  nat  dej-ed  yit 
.irmures.  For  wher-to  or  which  ■wood- 
npsse  of  enemys  wolde  first  moeven  armes, 
Nvlian  they  seyen  cruel  woundes,  ne  none 


medes   be   of  blood  y-shad  ?         I  wolde  30 
that  oure  tymes  sbolde  tome   ayein   to 
the  olde  maneres  I     But  the  anguissons 
love  of  havinge  brenneth  in   folk  more 
cruely  than  the  fyr  of  tho  mountaigne 
Kthna,    that   ay  brenneth.      Alias !    what  35 
was  he  that  first  dalf  up  the  gobetes  or 
the  weightes  of  gold  covered  under  erthe, 
and  the  precious  stones  that  wolden  han 
ben   hid '?      He   dalf  np   precious  perils. 
That  is  to  seyn,  that  he  that  hetn  first  up  40 
dalf,  he  dalf  up  a  precious  peril;  for-why 
for  the preciousnesse  of  sinche  thinge,  hath 
many  man  ben  in  peril. 

Prose  VI.  Quid  autem  de  dignitatibus. 

But  what  shal  I  seye  of  dignitees  and 
of  powers,  the  whiche  ye  men,  that 
neither  kuowen  verray  dignitee  ne  verray 
power,  areysen  hem  as  heye  as  the 
hevene?  The  whiche  dignitees  and  5 
powers,  yif  they  comen  to  any  wikked 
man,  they  don  as  greto  damages  and 
destrucciouus  as  doth  the  flaumbc  of  the 
mountaigne  Ethna,  whan  the  flaumbe 
walweth  lip ;  ne  no  deluge  ne  doth  so  10 
cruel  harines.  Certes,  thee  remembreth 
wel,  as  I  trowe,  that  tliilke  dignitee  that 
men  clepen  the  imperie  of  consulers,  tho 
whiche  that  whylom  was  biginninge  of 
fredom,  yoi^re  eldres  coveiteden  to  han  15 
don  away  that  dignitee,  for  the  pryde  of 
the  consulers.  And  right  for  the  same 
pryde  your  eldres,  bifom  that  tyme, 
liadden  don  awey,  out  of  the  citee  of 
Eoiue,  the  kinges  name ;  that  is  to  seyn,  20 
they  nolde  Juin  no  lenger  no  king.  But  now, 
yif  so  be  that  dignitees  and  powers  be 
yeven  to  goode  men,  the  whiche  thing 
is  ful  selde,  what  agreable  thing  is  ther 
in  tho  dignitees  or  powers  but  onlj'  tho  25 
goodnesse  of  folkes  that  i^sen  hem  ?  And 
therfor  it  is  thus,  that  honour  ne  eomth 
nat  to  vertu  for  cause  of  dignitee,  but 
ayeinward  honour  conitli  to  dignitee  for 
cause  of  vertu.  But  whiche  is  thilke  30 
j'oure  doreworthe  power,  that  is  so  cleer 
and  so  requerable?  O  ye  ertheliche 
bestes,  considere  ye  nat  over  which 
thinge  that  it  semeth  that  ye  han  power  ? 
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35  Now  yif  thou  saye  a  moiis  amonges  other 
mys,  that  chalaunged  to  hini-self-ward 
right  and  power  over  alle  other  mys, 
how  greet  scorn  wohlest  thou  han  of  it ! 
Glosa.  So  fareth  it  by  men  ;  the  body  hath 
40  power  over  the  body.  For  yif  thou  loke 
wel  up-on  the  bt>dy  of  a  wight,  what 
thing  shalt  tliou  finde  niore  freele  than  is 
mankinde  ;  the  whiche  men  wel  ofte  ben 
slaj'n  with  bj'tinge  of  smale  flyes,  or  elles 

45  with  the  entringe  of  crcpinge  wormes 
in-to  the  privetees  of  niannes  body  ?  But 
wher  shal  man  finden  any  man  that  may 
exercen  or  haunten  any  right  up-on 
another  man,   but  only  up-on  his  body, 

50  or  elles  up-on  thinges  that  ben  lowere 
than  the  body,  the  whiche .  I  clepe  for- 
tunous  possessiovms  ?  Mayst  thou  ever 
have  any  comaundement  over  a  free 
corage  ?    Mayst  thou  remuen  fro  the  estat 

55  of  his  jiropre  reste  a  thought  that  is 
clyvinge  to-gidere  in  him-self  by  stede- 
fast  resoun?  As  whylom  a  tyraunt 
wende  to  confounde  a  free  man  of  corage, 
and  wende  to  constreyn^liini  by  torment, 

60  to  maken  hina  discoveren  and  acusen  folk 
that  wisten  of  a  coniuracioun,  ichich  I 
clepe  a  confederacie,  that  was  cast  ayeins 
this  tyraunt ;  but  this  free  man  boot  of 
his  o^vne  tonge  and  caste  it  in  the  visage 

65  of  thilko  wode  tyraunt ;  so  that  the  tor- 
ments that  this  tyraunt  wende  to  han 
maked  matere  of  crueltee,  this  wyse  man 
maked  it  matere  of  vertu. 

But  what  thing  is  it  that  a  man  may 

70  don  to  another  man,  that  he  ne  may 
receyven  the  same  thing  of  othre  folk 
in  him-sclf  :  or  thus,  what  may  a  nian  don 
to  folk,  that  folk  ne  may  don  him  the  samef 
I  have  herd  told  of  Busirides,  that  was 

75  wont  to  sleen  his  gestes  that  herberweden 
in  his  hous  ;  and  he  was  slcyn  him-self 
of  Ercules  that  was  his  gcst.  EegvUus 
hadde  taken  in  bataile  many  men  of 
Affrike  and  cast  hem  in-to  feteres  ;  but 

80  sone  after  he  moste  yeve  his  handes  to 
ben  bounde  with  the  cheynes  of  hem  that 
lie  hadde  whylom  overcomen.  Wenest 
thou  thanne  that  he  be  mighty,  that 
hath  no  power  to  don  a  thing,  that  othre 

85  ne  may  don  in  him  tliat  he  doth  in  othre  ? 


And  yit  more-over,  yif  it  so  were  that 
thise  dignitees  or  poweres  hadden-any 
propre  or  natural  goodnesso  in  hem-self, 
never  nolden  they  comen  to  shrewes. 
For  contrarious  thinges  ne  ben  nat  wont  90 
to  ben  y-felawshipod  to-gidere.  Nature 
refuseth  that  contrarious  thinges  ben 
y-joigned.  And  so,  as  I  am  in  certein 
that  right  wikked  folk  han  digniteea  ofte 
tyme,  than  sheweth  it  wel  that  dignitees  95 
and  powers  ne  ben  nat  goode  of  hir  owne 
kinde  ;  sin  that  they  sufifren  hem-self  to 
eleven  or  joinen  hem  to  shrewes.  And 
certes,  the  same  thing  may  I  most 
digneliche  jugen  and  seyn  of  alle  the  100 
yittes  of  fortune  that  most  plentevously 
comen  to  shrewes  ;  of  the  whiche  yiftes, 
I  trowe  that  it  oughte  ben  considered, 
that  no  man  douteth  that  ho  nis  strong 
in  whom  he  seeth  strengthe  ;  and  in  105 
whom  that  swiftnesse  is,  sooth  it  is  that 
he  is  swift.  Also  musike  maketh  mu- 
siciens,  and  phisike  maketh  phisiciens, 
and  rethorike  rethoriens.  For-why  the 
nature  of  every  thing  maketh  his  pro-  no 
pretee,  ne  it  is  nat  entremedled  with  the 
effects  of  the  contrarious  thinges  ;  and, 
as  of  wil,  it  chaseth  out  thinges  that  ben 
to  it  coutrarie.  But  certes,  richesse  may 
not  restreyne  avarice  unstaunched  ;  ne  1 15 
power  ne  maketh  nat  a  man  mighty 
over  him-self,  whiche  th^t  vicious  lustes 
holden  destreyned  with  cheynes  that  ne 
mowen  nat  be  unbounden.  And  digni- 
tees that  ben  yeven  to  shrewede  folk  nat  120 
only  ne  maketh  hem  nat  digne,  but  it 
sheweth  rather  al  openly  that  they  ben 
unworthy  and  undigne.  And  why  is  it 
thus  ?  Certes,  for  ye  han  joye  to  clepen 
tliingeswith  false  names  that  beren  hem  125 
alle  in  the  contrarie  ;  the  wliiche  names 
ben  ful  ofte  reproeved  by  the  efFecte  of 
the  same  thinges ;  so  that  thise  ilke 
richesses  ne  oughten  nat  \>y  right  to  ben 
cleped  richesses ;  ne  swich  power  ne  130 
oughte  nat  ben  cleped  power  ;  ne  swich 
dignitee  ne  oughte  nat  ben  cleped  dig- 
niteo.  And  at  the  laste,  I  may  con- 
clude the  same  thing  of  alle  the  yiftes 
of  Fortune,  in  which  ther  nis  nothing  135 
to  ben  desired,  ne  that  hath  in  him-self 
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natnrel  bountee,  as  it  is  lul  wel  y-seno. 
For  neither  thoy  ne  joigneu  hem  nat 
alwey  to  goode  men,  ne  maken  hem 
140  alwey  goode  to  whom  that  they  ben 
y-joigned. 

Metre  VI.     Nouimus  quantaa  dederit 
ruinas. 

We  han  wel  knowen  how  many  grete 
harmes  and  destruccionns  weren  don  by 
the  emperor  Nero.  He  leet  brenno  the 
citee  of  Rome,  and  made  slecn  the 
5  senatoures.  And  he,  cruel,  whylom  slew 
his  brother ;  and  ho  was  makcd  moist 
with  the  blood  of  his  moder ;  that  is  to 
seyn,  he  leet  aleen  and  slitten  the  body  of 
his  moder,  to  seen  wher  he  was  conceived  ; 

10  and  he  loked  on  every  halve  np-on  her 
colde  dcde  body,  ne  no  tere  ne  wette  his 
face,  but  he  was  so  hard-herted  that  he 
mighte  ben  domes-man  or  juge  of  hir 
dede  beautee.  And  natheles,  yit  govern- 
ede  this  Nero  by  ceptre  alle  the  poeples 
that  Phebus  the  Sonne  may  seen,  com- 
inge  from  his  outereste  arysinge  til  he 
hyde  his  hemes  under  the  wawes  ;  that 
is  to  seyn,  he  governed  alle  the  poeples  by 

20  ceptre  imperial  that  the  sonne  goth  aboute, 
from  est  to  tcest.  And  eek  this  Nero 
governed  by  ceptre  alle  the  poeples  that 
ben  under  the  colde  sterres  that  highten 
"  septem  triones  " ;  this  is  to  seyn,  he  gover- 

35  nede  alle  the  jjoeples  that  ben  under  the 
party  of  the  noi-th.  And  eek  Nero  governed 
alle  tlie  poeples  that  the  violent  wind 
Nothns  scorkleth,  and  baketli  the  bren- 
ning  sandes  by  his  drye  hete  ;  that  is  to 

30  seyn,  alle  the  poeples  in  the  south.  But  yit 
ne  mighte  nat  al  his  hye  power  tome  the 
woodnesse  of  this  wikked  Nero.  Alias  ! 
it  is  a  grevous  fortune,  as  ofte  as  wikked 
swerd  is  joigned  to  cruel  venim  ;  that  is 

35  to  seyn,  venimous  crueltee  to  lord^hippe. ' 

Pkose  Vli.     Turn  ego,  sets,  inquam. 

Thanne  seyde  I  thus  :  '  Thou  wost  wel 

thy-self   that    the    coveitise    of    mortal 

thinges  ne  hadde  never  lordshipe  of  me  ; 

but  I  have  wel  desired  matere  of  thinges 

5  to   done,   as  who  seith,   I  desire    to  han 
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matere  of  govemaunce  over  comunalitees, 
for  vertu,  stille,  ne  sholde  nat  elden  ;' 
t?iat  is  to  seyn,  that  [him]  lest*  that,  or  he 
wex  olde,  his  vertu,  that  lay  now  fid  stille, 
ne  should  natperisshe  unexercised  in  govern-  10 
aunce  of  comune  ;  for  ichich  men  mighten 
speken  or  wryten  of  his  goode  governe- 
ment. 

Philosophye.       '  For    sothe,'   quod   she, 
'  and  that  is  a  thing  that  may  drawen  15 
to    governaunce    swiche    hertes   as   ben 
worthy  and  noble   of  hir   nature ;    Imt 
natheles,  it  may  nat  drawen  or  tollen 
swiche   hertes  as  ben  y-brought  to  the 
fiille  perfeccioun  of  vertu,  that  is  to  seyn,  io 
coveitise  of  glorie  and  renoun  to  han  wel 
administred  the  comune  thinges  or  don 
gode  desertes  to  profit  of  the   comune. 
For  see  now  and  considere,  how  litel  and 
how  voide  of  alle  prjs  is  thilke  glorie.  25 
Certein  thing  is,  as  thou  hast  lemed  by 
the  demonstracioun  of  astronomye,  that 
al  the   environinge  of  the  erthe  aboute 
ne  halt  nat  but  the  resoun  of  a  prikke 
at  regard  of  the  greetnesse  of  hevene  ;  30 
that  is  to  sejm,  that  yif  ther  were  maked 
comparisoun  of  the  erthe  to  the  greet- 
nesse of  hevene,  men  wolden  jugen  in  al, 
that  the  erthe  ne  helde  no  space.    Of  the 
whiche  litel  regioun  of  this  worlde,  the  iS 
ferthe  partye  is  enhabited  with  livinge 
bestes  that  we  knowen,  as  thou  thj-self 
hast  y-lemed  by  Tholomee  that  proveth 
it.     And  yif  thou  haddest  with-drawen 
and   abated   in   thy  thought  fro   thilke  40 
ferthe  partye  as  moche  space  as  the  see 
and  the  mareys  contenen  and  over-goon, 
and  as   moche  space   as  the  regioun  of 
droughte  over-streecheth,  that  is  to  seyn, 
sandes  and  desertes,  wel  unnethe  sholde  45 
ther  dwellen  a  right  streit  place  to  the 
habitacioun   of  men.      And  ye   thanne, 
that  ben  environed  and  closed  with-in 
the  leste  prikke  of  thilke  prikke,  thinken 
ye  to  manifesten  your  renoun  and  don  50 
youre   name  to  ben   born   forth?     But 
your  glorie,   that  is   so   narwe   and    so 
streite  y-throngen  in-to  so  litel  boundes, 
how  mochel  coveiteth  it  in  largesse  and 
in    greet  doings.?    And   also   sette   this  55 
there-to :  that  many  a  nacioun,  dy^-erse 


152 


(goef^tue.    (gooft  ii:   $toee  vii. 


of  tonge  and  of  maneres  and.  eek  of 
resoun  of  hir  livinge,  ben  enhabited  in 
the  clos  of  thilke  litel  habitacle  ;  to  the 

60  -whiche  naciouns,  what  for  difficultee  of 
weyes  and  what  for  dyversitee  of  lau- 
gages,  and  what  for  defaute  of  unusage 
and  entrecomuninge  of  niarchanndise, 
nat  only  the  names  of  singuler  men  ne 

65  may  nat  strecchen,  but  eek  the  fame  of 
citees  ne  may  nat  strecchen.  At  the 
laste,  cartes,  in  the  tyme  of  Jfarciis 
Tnllius,  as  him-self  writ  in  his  bo<:)k,  that 
the  renoun  of  the  comune  of  Some  ne 

70  hadde  nat  yit  passed  ne  cloumbon  over 
the  ruountaigne  that  highte  Caucasus  ; 
and  3'it  was,  thilke  tyme,  Rome  wel 
waxen  and  greetly  redoated  of  the  Parthes 
and  eek  of  other  folk  enhabitinge  aboute. 

75  Seestow  nat  thanne  how  streit  and  how 
compressed  is  thilke  glorie  that  ye  trav- 
ailen  aboute  to  shewe  and  to  multiplye  ? 
May  thanne  the  glorie  of  a  singuler 
Eomaine  strecchen  thider  as  the  fame 

80  of  the  name  of  Rome  may  nat  climben 
ne  passen  ?  And  eek,  seestow  nat  that 
the  maneres  of  dyverse  folk  and  eek  hir 
lawes  ben  discordaunt  among  hem-self; 
so  that  thilke  thing  that  som  men  jugen 

85  worthy  of  preysinge,  other  folk  jugen 
that  it  is  worthy  of  torment  ?  And  ther- 
of  comth  it  that,  though  a  man  delyte 
him  in  preysinge  of  his  renoun,  he  may 
nat  in  no  wyse  bringen  forth  ne  spreden 

90  his  name  to  many  maner  poeples.  There- 
for every  man  oughte  to  ben  apayed  of 
his  glorie  that  is  publisshod  among  his 
owne  neighbours ;  and  thilke  noble  re- 
noun shal    ben    restreyned  within    the 

95  boundes  of  o  manere  folke.  But  how 
many  a  man,  that  was  ful  noble  in  his 
tyme,  hath  the  wrecched  and  nedy 
Ibryetinge  of  wryteres  put  out  of  minde 
and  don  awey  !  Al  be  it  so  that,  certes, 
100  thilke  wrytingesprofiten  litel;  thewhiche 
wrytinges  long  and  dcrk  elde  doth  awey, 
lx)the  hem  and  eek  hir  autours.  But  ye 
men  semen  to  geten  yow  a  pordurabletee, 
whan  ye  thenken  that,  in  tyme  to- 
105  cominge,  your  fame  shal  lasten.  But 
natheles,  yif  thou  wolt  maken  compari- 
soun  to  the  endelcs  spaces  of  etemitee, 


what  thing  hast  thou  by  whichc   thou 
mayst  rejoysen  thee  of  long  lastinge  of 
thy  namei'    For    yif  ther  were  maked  no 
comparisoun  of  the  abydinge  of  a  moment 
to  ten  thousand  winter,  for  as  mochel  as 
bothe  the  spaces  ben  ended,  yit  hath  the 
moment  som  porcioun  of  it,  al-though  it 
litel  be.  But  natheles,  thilke  selve  noum-  1 15 
bre  of  yeres,  and  eek  as  many  yeres  as 
ther-to  may  be  multiplyed,  ne  may  nat, 
certes,  ben  comparisoncd  to  the  perdura- 
bletee  that  is  endeles  ;  for  of  thinges  that 
han  ende  may  be  maked  comparisoun,  120 
but  of  thinges  that  ben  with-outen  ende, 
to  thinges  that  han  ende,  may  be  maked 
no  comparisoun.     And  forthy  is  it  that, 
al-though  renoun,  of  as  long  tyme  as  ever 
thee  list  to  thinken,  were  thought  to  the  123 
regard  of  etemitee,  that  is  unstaunchable 
and  inflnit,  it  ne  sholde  nat  only  semen 
litel,  but  pleynliche  right  naught.     But 
ye  men,  certes,   ne  conne   don   nothing 
a-right",   but-yif  it  be  for  the  audience  130 
of  poeple   and   for  ydel  rumours ;    and 
ye    forsalcen    the    grete    worthinesse    of 
conscience  and  of  vertu,  and  ye  seken 
your  guerdouns  of  the  smale  wordcs  of 
straunge  folk.         Have    now   heer    and  135 
understonde,  in  the  lightnesse  of  swich 
pryde    and    veiue    glorie,    how    a    man 
scornede  festivaly  and  mox'Uy  swich  vani- 
tee.     Whylom    ther    was   a    man    that 
hadde    assayed  with    strj-^-inge    wordes  140 
another  man,  the  whiche,  nat  for  usage 
of  verray  vertu    but    for    proud    veine 
glorie,  had  taken  up-on  him  falsly  the 
name  of  a  philosophre.     This  rather  man 
that  I  spak  0/ thoughts  he  wolde  assaye,  145 
wher  he,  thilke,  were  a  philosophre  or 
no  ;  that  is  to  seyn,  yif  that  he  wolde 
han    suffred    lightly    in    pacience    the 
wronges  that  weren  don  un-to  him.    This 
feynede  philosophre  took  pacience  a  litel  150 
whyle,    and,   whan    he    hadde    received 
wordes  of  outrage,  he,  as  in  strj^-inge 
ayein  and  rejoysinge  of  him-self,  seyde 
at  the  laste  right  thus:  " understondest 
thou  nat  that  I  am  a  i)h  ilosophre  ?  "  That  155 
other  man  answerde  ayein  ful  bytingly, 
and  seyde  :  "  I  hadde  wel  understonden 
it,  yif  thou  haddest  holden   thy  tonga 
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stille."     But  what  is  it  to  thise  noble 

160  worthy  men  (for,  certcs,  of  swiche  folke 
spekc  I)  that  seken  glorio  with  vertu? 
What  is  it?'  quod  she  ;  'what  attoyneth 
fame  to  swiche  folk,  whan  the  body  is 
resolved  by  the  deeth  at  the  laste  ?    For 

165  yif  it  so  be  that  men  dyen  in  al,  tJuit 
is  to  seyn,  body  and  soivle,  the  whicho 
thing  our  resoun  defendeth  us  to  bileven, 
thanne  is  ther  no  glorie  in  no  wyse.  Fur 
what  sholde  thilke  glorie  ben,  whan  he, 

170  of  whom  thilke  glorie  is  seyd  to  be,  nis 
right  naught  in  no  wyse  ?  And  yif  the 
sowle,  whiche  that  hath  in  it-self  science 
of  goode  werkes,  unbounden  fro  the 
prison  of  the  erthe,  wendeth  frely  to  the 

»75  hevene,  despyseth  it  nat  thanne  alle 
erthcly  occupacioixn ;  and,  being  in 
hevene,  rejoyseth  that  it  is  exemi>t  fro 
alle  erthely  thingesi*  As  tvho  seith,  thanne 
rekketh  the  soide  of  no  glorie  of  renoun 

180  of  this  tcorld. 

Metre  VII.    Qidcinique  solain  mente 
praecipiti  petit. 

Who-so  that,  with  overthrowinge 
thought,  only  seketh  glorie  of  fame, 
and  weneth  that  it  be  sovereyn  good : 
lat  him  loken  ui>-on  the  brode  shewiuge 
5  contrees  of  hevene,  and  up-on  the  streite 
site  of  this  erthe ;  and  he  shal  ben 
ashamed  of  the  encrees  of  his  name,  that 
may  nat  fulfille  the  litel  compas  of  the 
erthe.     0  !  what  coveiten  proude  folk  to 

JO  liften  up  hir  nekkes  in  ydel  in  the  dedly 
yok  of  this  tvorlde  ?  For  al-thougli  that 
renoun  y-sprad,  passinge  to  feme  poeples, 
goth  by  dj'verse  tonges ;  and  al-though 
that  grete    houses  or  kinredes  shjTien 

15  with  clere  titles  of  honours;  yit,  natheles, 
deeth  despyseth  alle  heye  glorie  of  fame  : 
and  deeth  wrappeth  to-gidere  the  heye 
hevedes  and  the  lowe,  and  maketh  egal 
and  evene   the  heyesto  to  the  loweste. 

20  Wlier  wonen  now  the  bones  of  trewe 
Fabricius?  What  is  now  Brutus,  or 
stierne  Catoun  ?  The  thiune  fame,  yit 
lastinge,  of  hir  ydel  names,  is  marked 
with  a  fewe  lettres  ;  but  al-though  that 

35  we  han  knowen  the  faire  wordes  of  the 


fames  of  hem,  it  is  nat  yeven  to  knowe 
hem  that  l)en  dede  and  consumpte.  Lig- 
geth  thanne  stille,  al  outrely  unknow- 
able ;  ne  fame  ne  maketh  yow  nat  knowe. 
And  yif  ye  wene  to  liven  the  longer  for  30 
winde  of  .your  mortal  name,  whan  o 
cruel  day  shal  ravisshe  .vow,  thanne  is 
the  seconde  deeth  dwellinge  un-to  yow.' 
Glose.  The  first  deeth  he  clepeth  heer  the 
departinge  of  the  body  and  tlte  sowle  ;  and  35 
the  seconde  deeth  he  clepeth,  as  heer,  tlie 
stintinge  of  tlie  renoun  of  fame. 

Prose  VIII.    Set  ne  me  inexorabile  contra 
fortunam. 

'  But  for  as  mochel  as  thou  shalt  nat 
wenen,'  quod  she,  '  that  I  here  untrctable 
bataile  ayeins  fortune,  yit  som-tyme  it 
bifalleth  that  she,  deceyvable,  deserveth 
to  han  right  good  thank  of  men  ;  and  5 
that  is,  whan  she  hir-self  opneth,  and 
whan  she  descovcreth  hir  frount,  and 
sheweth  hir  maneres.  Peraventure  yit 
understondest  thou  nat  that  I  shal  seye. 
It  is  a  wonder  that  I  desire  to  telle,  and  lo 
forthy  unnethe  may  I  unplej-ten  my 
sentence  with  wordes ;  for  I  deme  that 
contraxions  Fortune  profiteth  more  to 
men  than  Fortune  dcbonaire.  For  al- 
wey,  whan  Fortune  semeth  debonaire,  15 
than  she  lyeth  falsly  in  bihetinge  the 
'  hope  of  welefulnesse  ;  but  forsothe  con- 
j  trarious  Fortune  is  alwey  soothfast,  whan 
J  she   sheweth   hir-self  unstable    thorugh 

liir  chaunginge.     The  amiable   Fortune  20 
j  deceyveth   folk  ;    the   contrarie  Fortune 
I  techeth.     The  amiable  Fortune  bindeth 
[  with  the  beantee   of   false   goodes    the 
j  hertes  of  folk  that  uscn  hem  ;  the  con- 
trarie  Fortune   unbindeth   hem   by  the  25 
knowinge   of   freele    welefulnesse.     The 
amiable  Fortune  mayst  thou  seen  alwey 
f  windy  and    flowinge,    and    ever    mis- 
knowinge  of  hir-self;  the  contrarie  For- 
tune is  atempre  and  re-streyned,  and  wys  30 
thorugh   exercise  of  hir  adversitee.     At 
the    laste,    amiable    Fortune    with    hir 
flateringes   draweth  miswaudringe  men 
fro  the  sovereyne  good  ;  the  contrariou3 
Fortune  ledeth  ofte  folk  aj'ein  to  sooth-  si 
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fast  goodes,  and  lialeth  liem'  ayein  as 
with  an  hooke.  Wenest  thou  thanne 
that  thou  oughtest  to  leten  this  a  litel 
thing,    that    this    aspre    and    horrible 

4^*  Fortune  hath  discovered  to  thee  the 
thoughtes  of  thy  trewe  freendes?  For- 
why  this  ilke  Fortune  hath  departed 
and  uncovered  to  thee  bothe  the  certein 
visages  and  eek  the  doutous  visages  of 

45  thy  felawes.  Whan  she  departed  awey 
fro  thee,  she  took  awey  hir  freendes,  and 
lafte  thee  thyne  freendes.  Now  whan 
thou  were  riche  and  weleful,  as  thee 
semede,  witli  how  mochel  woldest  thou 

50  han  bought  the  fulle  knowinge  of  this, 
that  is  to  seyn,  the  knoimnge  of  thy  verray 
freendesf  Now  pleyne  thee  nat  thanne 
of  richesse  y-lorn,  sin  thou  hast  founden 
the  moste  precious  kinde  of  richesses, 

55  that  is  to  seyn,  thy  verray  freendes. 


Metre  VIII. 


Quod  mundua  stabili 
fide. 


That  the  world  with  stable  feith  varieth 
acordable  chaunginges ;  that  the  con- 
trarious    qualitee    of    elements    holden 


among  hom-self  aliaunco  perdurable ;  that 
Phebus  the  sonne  with  his  goldenc  chariot  5 
bringeth  forth  the  rosene  day ;  that  the 
mone  hath  commaundemenfc  over  the 
nightes,  which  nightes  Hesperus  the  eve- 
sterro  hath  brought ;  that  the  see,  greedy 
to  flowcn,  constreyneth  with  a  certein  10 
endo  hise  flodes,  so  that  it  is  nat  leveful 
to  strecche  hise  brode  termes  or  boundes 
up-on  the  erthes,  that  is  to  seyn,  to  covere 
al  the  erthe : — al  this  acordaunce  of 
thinges  is  bounden  with  Love,  that  15 
governeth  erthe  and  see,  and  hath  also 
commaundements  to  the  hevenes.  And 
yif  this  Love  slakede  the  brydeles,  alle 
thinges  that  now  loven  hem  to-gederes 
wolden  maken  a  bataile  continuely,  and  20 
strj^'en  to  fordoou  the  fasoun  of  this 
worlde,  the  whiche  they  now  leden  in 
acordable  feith  by  faire  moevinges.  Tliis 
Love  halt  to-gideres  poeples  joigned  with 
an  holy  bond,  and  knitteth  sacrement  25 
of  mariages  of  chaste  loves  ;  and  Love 
endyteth  lawes  to  trewe  felawes.  O  ! 
weleful  were  mankinde,  yif  thilke  Love 
that  governeth   hevene   governed  youre 


corages 


30 


Explicit  Liber  secundus. 


BOOK    III. 


Prose  I.    lam  cantum  ilia  flnierat. 

By  this  she  hadde  ended  hir  song, 
whan  the  sweetnesse  of  hir  ditee  hadde 
thorugh-perced  me  that  was  desirous  of 
herkninge,    and    I    astoned    hadde    yit 

5  streighte  myn  eres,  that  is  to  seyn,  to 
herkne  the  bet  what  she  wolde  seye ;  so 
that  a  litel  here-after  I  seyde  thus  :  '  O 
thou  that  art  sovercyn  comfort  of  an- 
guissous  corages,  so  thou  hast  remounted 

lo  and  norisshed  me  with  the  weighte  of 
thy  sentences  and  with  delyt  of  thy 
fiinginge ;  so  that  I  trowe  nat  now  that 
I  be  unparigal  to  the  strokes  of  Fortune  : 
as  who  seyth,  I  dar  tvel  now  suffren  al  the 

1}  assaxUes  of  Fortune,  and  wel  ilcfende  vie 


fro  Mr.  And  tho  remedies  whiche  that 
thou  seydest  her-bifom  weren  right 
sharpe,  nat  only  that  I  am  nat  a-grisen 
of  hem  now,  but  I,  desirous  of  heringe, 
axe  gretelytoheren  the  remedies.'  Than  20 
seyde  she  thus  :  '  That  felede  I  ful  wel,' 
quod  she,  '  whan  that  thou,  ententif  and 
stille,  ravisshedest  my  wordes ;  and  I 
abood  til  that  thou  haddest  swich  habite 
of  thy  thought  as  thou  hast  now  ;  or  elles  25 
til  that  I  my-self  hadde  maked  to  thee 
tho  same  habit,  which  that  is  a  more 
verray  thing.  And  certes,  tho  remenaunt 
of  thinges  that  ben  yit  to  seye  ben  swiche, 
that  first  whan  men  tasten  hem  they  ben  30 
bytinge,  but  whan  they  ben  receyved 
withinne  a  wight,  than  ben  they  swete. 
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But   for  thou    seyst    that   thou   art    so 
desirous  to  herkne  hem,  with  how  gret 

35  bronninge  woldost  thou  glowen,  j-if  thou 
wistest  whider  I  wol  leden  thee ! ' 
'  Whider  is  that  ? '  quod  I. 

'  To  thilke  verray  welefulnesse,'  quod 
she,    'of  whiche    thyn   herte    dremeth  ; 

40  but  for  as  mocho  as  thy  sighte  is  ocupied 
and  distorbed  by  imaginacioun  o/'ert/i*'/;/ 
thinges,  thou  mayst  nat  yit  seen  thilke 
selve  welefulnesse.'  '  Do,'  quod  I,  '  and 
shewe  me  what  is  thilke  verray  welcful- 

45  nesse,  I  preye  thee,  with-oute  taryinge.' 

'  That   wole   I   gladly  don,'  quod  she, 

'  for  the  cause  of  thee  ;  but  I  wol  first 

marken  thee  by  wordes  and  I  wolen- 

forcen  me  to  enformen  thee  thilhe  Jiilse 

50  cause  of  blis/ulnesse  that  thou  more  kuow- 
est ;  so  that,  whan  thou  hast  fully  bi- 
liolden  thilke  false  goodes,  and  torned 
thJ^^  eyen  to  that  other  syde,  thou  mowe 
knowe  the  cleemesse  of  verray  blisful- 

55  nesse. 

Metre  I,     Qui  serere  ingenuum  uolet 
agruvi. 

Who-so  wole  sowe  a  feeld  plentivous, 
lat  him  first  delivere  it  fro  thornes,  and 
kers-e  asunder  with  his  hook  the  busshes 
and  the  fern,  so  that  the  corn  may  comeu 
5  he\'y  of  eras  and  of  greynes.  Hony  is 
the  more  swete,  yif  mouthes  han  first 
tasted  savoures  that  ben  wikkid.  The 
sterres  shynen  more  agrcably  whan  the 
wind  Nothus  leteth  his  ploungy  blastes  ; 

10  and  after  that  Lucifer  the  day-sterre 
hath  chased  awey  the  derke  night,  the 
day  the  fairere  ledeth  the  rosene  hors 
of  the  Sonne.  And  right  so  thou,  bi- 
holdinge  first  the  false  goodes,  bigin  to 

15  with-drawen  thy  nekke  fro  the  yok  of 
erthely  affecciouns  ;  and  after-ward  the 
verray  goodes  shollen  entren  in-to  thy 
corage,' 

Prose  II.     Tunc  defixo  paulltihim  uisu. 

Tho  fastnede  she  a  litel  the  sighte  of 
hir  eyen,  and  with-drow  hir  right  as  it 
were  in-to  the  streite  sete  of  hir  thought ; 


and  bigan  to  speke  right  thus  :  '  Alle  tlio 
cures,'  quod  she,  '  of  mortal  folk,  whiche  5 
tliat  travaylen  hem  in  many  maner 
studios,  goon  certes  by  diverse  weyes, 
but  nathelcs  they  enforcen  hem  alle  to 
comen  only  to  oon  eude  of  blisfulnesse. 
And  blisfulnesse  is  swiche  a  good,  that  10 
who-so  that  hath  geten  it,  he  ne  may, 
over  that,  no-thing  more  desyre.  And 
this  thing  is  forsothe  the  sovereyn  good 
that  conteyneth  in  him-self  alio  maner 
goodes ;  to  the  whiche  good  yif  ther  15 
failede  any  thing,  it  mighte  nat  ben 
cleped  soverejTi  good  :  for  thanne  were 
ther  soni  good,  out  of  this  ilke  soverejTi 
good,  that  mighte  hen  desired.  Now  is 
it  cleer  and  certain  thanne,  that  blisful-  20 
nesse  is  a  parfit  estat  by  the  congre- 
gacioun  of  alle  goodes ;  the  whiche 
blisfulnesse,  as  I  have  seyd,  alle  mortal 
folk  enforcen  hem  to  geten  by  diverse 
weyes.  For-why  the  coveitise  of  verray  25 
good  is  naturelly  y-plaunted  in  tho  hertes 
of  men ;  hiit  the  miswandringe  errour 
mis-ledeth  hem  in-to  false  goodes.  Of 
the  whiche  men,  som  of  hem  wenen  that 
sovereyn  good  be  to  liven  with-onte  nede  30 
of  any  thing,  and  travaylen  hem  to  be 
haboundaunt  of  richesses.  And  som 
other  men  demen  that  sovereyn  good 
be,  for  to  ben  right  digne  of  reverence  ; 
and  enforcen  hem  to  ben  reverenced  35 
among  hir  neighbours  by  the  honours 
that  they  han  y-geten.  And  som  folk 
ther  ben  that  holden,  that  right  heigh 
power  be  sovereyn  good,  and  enforcen 
hem  for  to  regnen,  or  elles  to  joignen  40 
hem  to  hem  that  regnen.  And  it  semeth 
to  some  other  folk,  that  noblesse  of  re- 
noun  be  tho  soverejTi  good  ;  and  hasten 
hem  to  geten  glorious  name  by  the  arts 
of  werre  and  of  pees.  And  many  folk  45 
mesuren  and  gessen  that  sovereyn  good 
be  joye  and  gladnesse,  and  wenen  that 
it  be  right  blisful  thing  to  ploungen  hem 
in  voluptuous  delyt.  And  ther  ben  folk 
that  entrechaungen  the  causes  and  the  50 
endes  of  thise  forseyde  goodes,  as  they 
that  desiren  richesses  to  han  power  and 
delj-tes  ;  or  elles  they  desiren  power  for 
to  han  moneye,  or  for  cause  of  renoun. 
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55  In  thise  thinges,  and  in  swiche  othre 
thinges,  is  torncd  alle  tlie  entencioun  of 
desiringes  and  of  werkes  of  men ;  as 
thus :  noblesse  and  favour  of  people, 
■whiche  that  yeveth  to  men,  as  it  semeth 

60  hem,  a  maner  cleernesse  of  renoun  ;  and 
M'yf  and  children,  that  men  dcsiren  for 
cause  of  delyt  and  of  merinesse.  But 
forsothe,  frendes  ne  sholden  nat  be 
rekned  a-mong  the  godes  of  fortune,  but 

6s  of  vertu  ;  for  it  is  a  ful  holy  maner  thing. 
Alle  thise  othro  thinges,  forsothe,  ben 
taken  for  cause  of  power  or  elles  for 
cause  of  delyt,  Certes,  now  am  I  redy 
to  referren  the  goodes  of  the  body  to  thise 

70  forseide  thinges  aboven  ;  for  it  semeth 
that  strengthe  and  gretnesse  of  body 
yeven  power  and  worthinesse,  and  that 
beautee  and  swiftnesse  yeven  noblesses 
and  glorie  of  renoun  ;  and  hele  of  bodj' 

75  semeth  yeven  delyt.  In  alle  thise  thinges 
it  semeth  only  that  blisfulnesse  is  desired. 
For-why  thilke  thing  that  every  man 
desireth  most  over  alle  thinges,  he 
demeth   that   it  be  the  sovereyn   good  ; 

80  but  I  have  defjTied  that  blisfulnesse  is 
the  soverejTi  good  ;  for  which  every  wight 
demeth,  that  thilke  estat  that  he  desireth 
over  alle  thinges,  that  it  bo  blisfulnesse. 
Now  hast  thou  thanne  biforn  thyii  eyen 

85  almest  al  the  purposed  forme  of  the  welc- 
fulnesse  of  rnan-kinde,  that  is  to  seyn, 
richesses,  honours,  power,  and  glorie,  and 
delyts.  The  whiche  delyt  only  considerede 
Epicurus,  and  juged  and  establisshed  that 

9<)  delyt  is  the  sovereyn  good  ;  for  as  moche 
as  alle  othre  thinges,  as  him  thoughte, 
bi-refte  awey  joye  and  mirthe  frara  the 
herte.  But  I  retorne  ayein  to  the  studies 
of  men,  of  whiche  men  the  corage  alwcy 

95  reherseth  and  sekcth  the  sovereyn  good, 
al  be  it  so  that  it  be  with  a  derked 
memiorie  ;  but  he  not  by  whiche  path, 
right  as  a  dronken  man  not  nat  by 
whiche  path  he  may  retorne  him  to  his 
100  hous.  Semeth  it  thanne  that  folk  folyen 
and  erren  that  enforcen  hem  to  have 
nede  of  nothing?  Certes,  ther  nis  non 
other  thing  that  may  so  wel  performe 
blisfulnesse,  as  an  estat  plentivous  of  alle 
to5  goodes,  that  ne  hath  nede  of  non  other 


thing,  but  that  is  suffisannt  of  himself 
unto  him-self.  And  folyen  swiche  folk 
thanne,  that  wenen  that  thilke  thing 
that  is  right  good,  that  it  be  eek  right 
worthy  of  honour  and  of  reverence  ?  1 10 
Certes,  nay.  For  that  thing  nis  neither 
foul  ne  worthy  to  ben  despised,  that  wcl 
neigh  al  the  entencioun  of  mortal  folk 
travaylen  for  to  geten  it.  And  power, 
oughte  nat  that  eek  to  ben  rekened  115 
amonges  goodes  ?  What  elles  ?  For  it 
is  nat  to  wene  that  thilke  thing,  that  is 
most  worthy  of  alio  thinges,  be  feble  and 
with-oute  strengthe.  And  cleernesse  of 
renoun,  oughte  that  to  ben  despised?  uo 
Certes,  ther  may  no  man  forsake,  that  al 
thing  that  is  right  excellent  and  noble, 
that  it  ne  semeth  to  ben  right  cleer  and 
renomed.  For  cert-es,  it  nedeth  nat  to 
seye,  that  blisfulnesse  be  [nat]  anguissous  i^S 
ne  drerj-,  ne  subgit  to  grevaunces  ne  t<) 
sorwes,  sin  that  in  right  litel  thinges 
folk  seken  to  have  and  to  usen  that  may 
delyten  hem.  Certes,  thise  ben  the 
thinges  that  men  wolen  and  desiren  to  i}0 
geten.  And  for  this  cause  desiren  they 
richesses,  dignitees,  regnes,  glorie,  and 
delices.  For  therby  wenen  they  to  han 
sufEsaunce,  honour,  power,  renoun,  and 
gladnesse.  Than  is  it  good,  that  men  i.^J 
seken  thus  by  so  many  diverse  studies. 
In  whiche  desyr  it  may  lightly  ben 
shewed  how  gret  la  the  strengthe  of 
nature  ;  for  how  so  that  men  han  diverse 
sentences  and  discordinge,  algates  men  140 
acorden  alle  in  lovinge  the  ende  of  good. 

Metrk  II.     Qitantag  rerum  flectat  hdbenas. 

It  lyketh  me  to  shewe,  by  subtil  song, 
with  slakke  anddelitable  soun  of  strenges, 
how  that  Nature,  mighty,  enclineth  and 
flitteth  the  govemements  of  thinges,  and 
by  whiche  lawes  she,  purveyable,  kepeth  5 
the  gretc  world  ;  and  how  she,  bindinge, 
restreyneth  alle  thinges  by  a  bonde  that 
may  nat  ben  unbounde.  Al  be  it  so  that 
the  lyouns  of  the  contre  of  Pene  beren 
the  faire  chaynes,  and  taken  metes  of  10 
the  handes  of  folk  that  yeven  it  hem, 
and  dreden  hir  sturdy  maystres  of  whiche 
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they  ben  wont  to  suflfren  betingos  :    yif 
that  hir   horrible   mouthes  ben  be-bled, 

15  that  is  to  seyn,  of  hestes  devoured,  hir 
corage  of  time  passed,  that  hath  ben  ydel 
and  rested,  repeyreth  ayein ;  and  they 
roren  grevously  and  remembren  on  hir 
nature,  and  slaken  hir  nekkes  fram  liir 

ao  chayries  unbounde  ;  and  hir  mayster,  first 
to-torn  with  blody  tooth,  assayeth  the 
wode  wrathes  of  hem  ;  this  is  to  seyn, 
they  freten  hir  mayster.  And  the  jange- 
linge    brid    that    singeth    on    the   hoye 

a$  braonches,  that  is  to  seyn,  in  the  tvode, 
and  after  is  enclosed  in  a  streyt  cage  : 
al-though  that  the  pleyinge  bisinesse  of 
men  yeveth  hem  honiede  drinkes  and 
large  metes  with  swete  studie,  j-it  nathe- 

50  les,  yif  thilke  brid,  skippinge  out  of  hir 
streyte  cage,  seeth  the  agreables  shadewes 
of  the  wodes,  she  defouleth  with  liir  feet 
hir  metes  y-shad,  and  seketh  mourningo 
only  the  wode  ;  and  twitereth,  desiringo 

35  the  wode,  with  hir  swete  vols.  The  yerde 
of  a  tree,  that  is  haled  a-doun  by  mighty 
strengthe,  boweth  redily  the  crop  a-doun  : 
but  yif  that  the  hand  of  him  that  it  bente 
lat  it  gon  ayein,  anon  the  crop  loketh 

40  up-right  to  hevene.  The  sonne  Phebus, 
that  falleth  at  even  in  the  westrene 
wawes,  retorneth  aj-ein  eftsones  his  carte, 
by  privee  path,  ther-as  it  is  wont  aryse. 
Alle  Ihinges  seken  ayein  to  hir  propre 

45  cours,  and  alle  thinges  rejoysen  hem.  of 
hir  retorninge  ayein  to  hir  nature.  Xe 
non  ordinaunce  nis  bitaken  to  thinges, 
but  that  that  hath  joyned  the  endinge 
to  the  beginninge,  and  hath  maked  the 

50  cours  of  it-self  stable,  that  it  chaungcth 
nat  from  his  propre  kinde. 

Prose  III.   Vos  quoque,  0  terrena  animalia. 

Cartes  also  ye  men,  that  ben  ertheliche 
beestes,  dremen  alwey  youre  beginninge, 
al-though  it  be  with  a  thinne  imagina- 
cioun  ;  and  by  a  maner  thoughte,  al  be 
5  it  nat  cleerly  ne  parfitly,  ye  loken  fram 
a-fer  to  thilke  verray  fjTi  of  blisfuliiesse  ; 
and  ther-fore  naturel  entencioun  letleth 
you  to  thilke  verray  good,  b\it  many 
maner  errours  mis-torneth  you  tlier-fro. 


Consider  now  yif  that  by  thilke  thinges,  i<) 
by  whiche  a  man  weneth  to  gcten  him 
blisfulncsse,  yif  that  he  may  cornea  to 
thilke  ende  that  lie  weneth  to  come  by 
nature.  For  j-if  that  moneye  or  honours, 
or  thise  other  forseyde  thinges  bringen  15 
to  men  swich  a  thing  that  no  good  ne 
fayle  hem  ne  semeth  fayle,  cortes  than 
wole  I  grauiite  that  they  ben  maked 
blisful  by  thilke  thinges  that  they  han 
geten.  But  yif  so  be  that  thilke  thinges  20 
no  mowen  nat  performen  that  they  bi- 
heten,  and  that  ther  be  defaute  of  manye 
goodes,  sheweth  it  nat  thanne  cleerly 
that  fals  beautee  of  blisfulncsse  is  knowen 
and  atcint  in  thilke  thinges?  First  and  25 
forward  thou  thy-self,  that  haddest  ha- 
bundaunces  of  richesses  nat  long  agon, 
I  axe  yif  that,  in  the  habundaunce  of  alle 
thilke  richesses,  thou  were  never  an- 
guissous  or  sory  in  thy  corage  of  any  30 
wrong  or  grevaunce  that  bi-tidde  thee  on 
any  syde  ?  '  '  Certes,'  quod  I,  '  it  ne  re- 
membreth  me  nat  that  evere  I  was  so 
free  of  my  thought  that  I  ne  was  alwey 
in  anguissh  of  som-what.'  33 

'And  was  nat  that,'  quod  she,  '  for  that 
thee  lakked  sona-what  that  thou  noldest 
nat  han  lakked,  or  elles  thou  haddest 
that  thou  noldest  nat  han  had  ?'  '  Right 
so  is  it,'  quod  I.  40 

'  Thanne  desiredest  thou  the  presence 
of  that  oon  and  the  absence  of  that 
other  ?'         'I  graunte  wel,'  quod  L 

'  Forsothe,'    quod    she,    '  than    nedeth 
ther  som-what  that  every  man  desireth  ? '  45 
'  Ye,  ther  nedeth,'  quod  I. 

'  Certes,'  quod  she,  '  and  he  that  hath 
lakke  or  nede  of  aught  nis  nat  in  every 
wey    sufRsaunt    to    himself?'  'No,' 

quod  I.  50 

'  And  thou,'  quod  she,  '•  in  al  the  plentee 
of  thy  richesses  haddest  thilko  lakke  of 
sufRsaunse  ?  '         '  What  elles  ?'  quod  I. 

'  Thanne  may  nat  richesses  maken  that 
a  man  nis  nedy,  ne  that  he  be  suffisaunt  55 
to  him-self ;  and  that  was  it  that  they 
bi-highten,  as  it  semeth.  i\jid  eek  certes 
I  trowe,  that  this  be  gretly  to  considero, 
that  moneye  ne  hath  nat  in  his  owne 
kinde  that  it  ne  may  ben  bi-nomen  of  60 
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hem  that  han  it,  mangre  hem  ?'        '  I  bi- 
kno\\-e  it  wel,'  qnod  I, 

'  Why  sholdest  thou  nat  bi-knowen  it,' 
<{\\o(\  she,  '  whan  every  day  the  strenger 

^5  folk  bi-nemen  it  fro  the  febler,  maugre 
hem  ?  For  whennes  comen  elles  alle  thise 
foreyne  comjdeyntes  or  qucreles  of  plet- 
inges,  but  for  that  men  axen  ayein  here 
moneye  that  hath  ben  bi-nomen  hem  by 

70  force  or  by  gyle,  and  alwey  maugre 
hem  ? '         '  Eight  so  is  it,'  quod  I. 

'  Than,'  quod  she,  '  hath  a  man  nede 
to  seken  him  foreyne  helpe  by  -whiche  he 
may  defende  his  moneye?'         'Who  may 

75  sey  nay  ? '  quod  I. 

'  Certes,'  quod  she  ;  '  and  him  nedede 
non  help,  yif  he  ne  hadde  no  money©  that 
he  mighte  lese?'  'That  is  douteles,' 
quod  I. 

'  Tlian  is  this  thinge  torned  in-to  the 
contrarye,'  quod  she.  '  For  richesses, 
that  men  wenen  sholde  make  suffisaimce, 
they  maken  a  man  rather  han  nede  of 
forevne  help  !    Which  is  the  manere  or 

Ssthe  gyse,'  quod  she,  'that  richesse  may 
dry\'o  awey  nede  ?  Riche  folk,  may  they 
neither  han  hunger  ne  thurst  ?  Thise 
riche  men,  may  they  fele  no  cold  on  hir 
limes  on  mnter  ?  But  thou  wolt  answeren, 

90  that  riche  men  han  y-now  wher-with  they 
may  staiinchen  hir  hunger,  slaken  hir 
thurst,  and  don  a-wey  cold.  In  this  wyse 
may  nede  be  counforted  by  richesses  ; 
but  certes,  nede  ne  may  nat  al  outrely 

95  ben  don  a-wey.  For  though  this  nede, 
that  is  alwoy  gapLnge  and  gredy,  be  ful- 
fild  with  richesses,  and  axe  any  thing, 
yit  dwelleth  thahne  a  nede  that  mighto 
be  fulflhU  I  holde  me  stille,  and  telle 
100  nat  how  that  litel  thing  suffiscth  to 
nature  ;  but  certes  to  avarice  y-nough 
ne  suffiscth  no-thing.  For  sin  that  rich- 
esses ne  may  nat  al  don  awey  nede,  but 
richesses  maken  nede,  what  mayitthanne 
105  be,  that  ye  wenen  that  richesses  mowen 
yeven  you  suffisaunce  ? 

Metre  III.     Quamvis  fluente  dines  auri 

gurgite. 
Al   were  it  so  that  a  riche  coveytous 
man  hadde  a  river  fletinge  al  of  gold,  yit 


sholde  it  never  staunchen  his  coveitise ; 
and  though  he  hadde  his  nekke  y- 
charged  with  precious  stones  of  the  rede  5 
see,  and  though  he  do  ere  his  feldes  plen- 
tivous  with  an  hundred  oxen,  never  no 
shal  his  bj'tinge  bisinesse  for-let«n  him 
whyl  he  liveth,  ne  the  lighte  richesses  ne 
shoUe  nat  beren  him  companye  whan  he  'Q 
is  deed. 

Prose  IV.     S&t  dignitates. 

But  dignitees,  to  whom  they  ben  comen, 
maken  they  him  honorable  and  reverent  ? 
Han  thc.y  nat  so  gret  strengthe,  that  they 
may  putte  vertues  in  the  hertes  of  folk 
that  usen  the  lordshipes  of  hem  ?  Or  5 
elles  may  they  don  a-wey  the  vyces? 
Certes,  they  ne  be  nat  wont  to  don  awey 
wikkednesse,  but  they  ben  wont  rather 
to  shewen  wikkednesse.  And  ther-of 
comtli  it  that  I  have  right  grete  desdeyn,  10 
that  dignitees  ben  yeven  ofte  to  wikked 
men ;  for  which  thing  Catullus  cleped 
a  consul  of  Rome,  that  highte  Nonius, 
"postum"  or  "boch";  as  icho  seyth,  he 
cleped  him  a  congregacioun  of  vyces  in  his  15 
brest,  as  a  postum  is  ful  of  corupcioun, 
al  were  this  Nonius  set  in  a  chayre  of 
dignitee.  Seest  thou  nat  thanne  how 
gret  vilenye  dignitees  don  to  wikked 
men  ?  Certes,  unworthinesse  of  wikked  20 
men  sholde  be  the  lasse  y-sene,  yif  they 
nere  renomed  of  none  honours.  Certes, 
thou  thyself  ne  mightest  nat  ben  brought 
with  as  manye  perils  as  thou  mightest 
suflfren  that  thou  woldest  beren  the  25 
magistrat  with  Decorat ;  that  is  to  seyn, 
that  for  no  peril  that  mighte  befallen  thee 
by  offence  of  the  king  Theodorike,  thou 
noldest  nat  be  felaioe  in  governaunce  icith 
Decorat ;  whan  thou  saye  that  he  ha<ido  30 
wikked  corage  of  a  likerous  shrewe  and 
of  an  accusor.  Ne  I  ne  may  nat,  for 
swiche  honours,  jugen  hem  worthy  of 
reverence,  that  I  deme  and  holde  un- 
worth_y  to  han  thilke  same  honours.  Now  35 
yif  thou  saye  a  man  that  were  fulfild  of 
wisdom,  certes,  thou  ne  mightest  nat 
deme  that  he  were  unworthy  to  the 
liimour.  or  elles  to  the  wisdom  of  which 
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40  he  is  fulfild?'— 'No,'  quod  I.— '  Certea, 
(Hgnitees,'  quod  she,  '  apertienen  proprely 
to  vertu  ;  and  vertii  transporteth  dignitee 
anon  to  thilke  man  to  which  she  hir-self 
is  conjoigned.      And  for  as    mocho    aa 

45  honours  of  poeple  ne  may  nat  maken  folk 

digne  of  honour,  it  is  wel  seyn  cleerly 

that  they  ne  han  no  propre  beautee  of 

^dignitee.     And  yit  men   oughten  taken 

more  heed  in  this.     For  yif  it  so  be  that 

50  a  wikked  wight  be  so  mochel  the  foulere 
and  the  more  out-cast,  that  he  is  despysed 
of  most  folk,  so  as  digniteo  ne  may  nat 
maken  shrewes  digne  of  reverence,  the 
■Which  shrewes  dignitee  sheweth  to  moche 

55  folk,  thanne  maketh  dignitee  shrewes 
rather  so  moche  more  despysed  than 
preysed  ;  and  forsothe  nat  iinpunisshcd  : 
ttiat  is  for  to  seyn,  that  shrewes  revengen 
hem  ayeinward  up-on  dignitees ;  for  they 

60  yilden  ayein  to  dignitees  as  gret  guer- 
doun,  whan  they  bi-spotten  and  defoulen 
dignitees  with  hir  vilenye.  And  for  as 
mochel  as  thou  mowe  knowe  that  thilke 
verray  reverence  ne  may  nat  comen  by 

65  thise  shadewy  transitorie  dignitees,  un- 
dirstond  now  thus  :  j'if  that  a  man  hadde 
used  and  had  many  maner  dignitees  of 
consules,  and  were  comen  peraventure 
amonge  straimge  naciouns,  sholde  thilke 

70  honour  maken  him  worshipful  and  re- 
douted  of  straunge  folk  ?  Certes,  yif 
that  honour  of  poeple  were  a  naturel 
yifb  to  dignitees,  it  ne  mighte  never 
cesen  nowher  amonges  no  maner  folk  to 

75  don  his  office,  right  as  fyr  in  every  con- 
tree  ne  stinteth  nat  to  eschaufen  and 
to  ben  hoot.  But  for  as  mocho  as  for 
to  ben  holden  honourable  or  reverent 
ne   Cometh   nat    to    folk   of   hir   propre 

80  strengthe  of  nature,  but  only  of  the  false 

^  opinioun  of  folk,  that  is  to  seyn,  that  tcenen 
that  dignitees  maken  folk  digne  of  honour  ; 
abon  therfore  whan  that  they  comen 
ther-as  folk  ne  knowen  nat  thilke  digni- 

85  tees,  hir  honours  vanisshen  awey,  and 
that  anon.  But  that  is  amonges  straunge 
folk,  mayst  thou  seyn  ;  but  amonges  hem 
ther  they  weren  bom,  ne  duren  nat 
thilke  dignitees  alwey?    Certes,  the  dig- 

30  nitee  of   the    provostrie    of   Eomo   was 


whylom  a  gret  power ;  now  is  it  nothing 
but  an  ydel  name,  and  the  rente  of  the 
senatorio  a  gret  charge.  And  yif  a  wight 
whylom  hadde  the  office  to  taken  hede  to 
the  vitailes  of  the  poeple,  as  of  com  and  95 
other  thinges,  he  was  holden  amonges 
grete ;  but  what  thing  is  now  more  out- 
cast thanne  thilke  provostrie  ?  And,  as 
I  have  seyd  a  litel  her-bifom,  that  thilke 
thing  that  hath  no  propre  beautee  of  loc 
him-self  receiveth  som-tyme  prys  and 
shyninge,  and  som-tj-mo  leseth  it  by  the 
opinioun  of  ucaunces.  Now  yif  that  dig- 
nitees thanne  ne  mowen  nat  maken  folk 
digne  of  reverence,  and  yif  that  dignitees  103 
wexen  foule  of  hir  wille  by  the  filthe  of 
shrewes,  and  yif  that  dignitees  lesen  hir 
shyningo  by  chaunginge  of  tymes,  and 
yif  they  wexen  foule  by  estimacioun  of 
poeple  :  what  is  it  that  they  han  in  hem-  1 10 
self  of  beautee  that  oughte  ben  desired? 
as  who  seyth,  non  ;  thanne  ne  mowen 
they  yeven  no  beautee  of  dignitee  to  non 
other. 

Metre  IV,      (^amvts  se,  Tyrio  superbus 
ostro. 

Al  be  it  so  that  the  proude  Nero,  with 
alle  his  wode  luxurie,  kembde  him  and 
aparailede  him  with  faire  purpres  of 
Tirie,  and  with  whyte  perles,  algates  yit 
throf  he  hateful  to  alle  folk  :  this  is  to  5 
seyn,  that  al  teas  he  behated  of  alle  folk. 
Yit  this  wikked  Nero  hadde  gret  lordship, 
and  yaf  whylom  to  the  reverents  sena- 
tours  the  unworshipful  setes  of  dignitees. 
Umvorshipful  states  he  clepcth  here,  for  that  10 
Nero,  that  was  so  icikked,  yaftho  dignitees. 
"WTio-so  wolde  thanne  resonably  wenen, 
that  blisfulnesse  were  in  swiche  honours 
as  ben  yeven  by  vicious  shrewes  ? 

Pbose  V.    An  uero  regna  regiimque 
familiaritas. 

But  regnes  and  familiaritees  of  kinges, 
may  they  maken  a  man  to  ben  mighty  ? 
How  elles,  whan  hir  blisfulnesse  dureth 
perpetuely?  But  certes,  the  olde  age  of 
tyme  passed,  and  eek  of  present  tyme  5 
now,    is    ful    of   ensaumples    how    that 
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kinges  ben  chaunged  in-to  WTecchednesse 
out  of  hir  welefulnesse.  O  !  a  noble  thing 
and  a  clcer  thing  is  power,  that  is  nat 

lo  fonnden  mighty  to  kepcn  it-self!  And 
yif  that  power  of  reaumes  be  auctour  and 
maker  of  blisfulnesse,  yif  thilke  power 
lakketh  on  any  syde,  amenuseth  it  nat 
thilke     blisfulnesse     and     bringeth     in 

15  wrecchednesse  ?  But  yit,  al  be  it  so 
that  the  reaumes  of  mankinde  strecchen 
brode,  yit  mot  ther  nedo  ben  moche  folk, 
over  whiche  that  every  king  ne  hath  no 
lordshipe  ne  comaundement.  And  certes, 

20  up-on  thilke  syde  that  power  faileth, 
which  that  maketh  folk  blisful,  right 
on  that  same  syde  noun-power  entreth 
under-nethe,  that  maketh  hem  wrecches  ; 
in  this  manere  thajine  moten  kinges  han 

25  more  porcioun  of  ■wrecchednesse  than  of 
welefulnesse,  A  tyraiint,  that  was  king 
of  Sisile,  that  hadde  assayed  the  peril 
of  his  estat,  shewede  by  similitude  the 
dredes  of  reaumes  by  gastnesse  of  a  swerd 

?o  that  heng  over  the  heved  of  his  familier, 
"What  thing  is  thanne  this  power,  that 
may  nat  don  awey  the  bytinges  of  bisi- 
nesse,  ne  eschewe  the  prikkes  of  drede  ? 
And   certes,   yit  wolden    they  liven    in 

?5  sikemesse,  but  they  may  nat :  and  yit 
they  glorifye  hem  in  hir  power.  Boldest 
thou  thanne  that  thilke  man  be  mighty, 
that  thou  seest  that  he  wolde  don  that 
he   may  nat   don?      And   boldest    thou 

40  thanne  him  a  mighty  man,  that  hath 
envirownede  his  sydes  with  men  of  armes 
or  serjaunts,  and  dredeth  more  hem  that 
he  maketh  agast  than  they  dreden  him, 
and  that  is   put   in   the   handes   of  his 

45  servaunts  for  he  sholdc  seme  mighty  ? 
But  of  familieres  or  servaunts  of  kinges 
what  sholde  I  telle  thee  anything,  sin 
that  I  myself  have  shewed  thee  that 
reaumes  hem-self  ben  ful  of  gret  feblesse? 

50  The  whiche  familieres,  certes,  the  ryal 
power  of  kinges,  in  hool  ostat  and  in 
estat  abated,  ful  ofte  throweth  adown. 
Xero  constreynede  Senek,  his  familier 
and  his  mayster,  to  chesen  on  what  deeth 

55  he  wolde  deyen.  Antonius  comaundede 
that  knightcs  elowen  with  hir  swerdes 
Fapinian    his  familier,   which   Papinian 


hadde  ben  longe  tyme  ful  mighty 
amonges  hem  of  the  court.  And  yit, 
certes,  they  wolden  bothe  han  renounced  60 
hir  power ;  of  whiche  two  Senek  en- 
forcede  him  to  yeven  to  Nero  his  rich- 
esses,  and  also  to  han  gon  in-to  solitarie 
exil.  But  whan  the  grete  weighte,  that 
is  to  seyn,  of  lordes  powei'  or  of  fortune^  65 
draweth  hem  that  shullen  falle,  neither 
of  hem  ne  mighte  do  that  he  wolde. 
Wliat  thing  is  thanne  tliilke  power,  that 
though  men  han  it,  yit  they  ben  agast ; 
and  whanne  thou  woldest  han  it,  thou  70 
nart  nat  siker  ;  and  yif  thou  woldest 
forleten  it,  thou  mayst  nat  eschuen  it? 
But  whether  swiche  men  ben  frendes 
at  nede,  as  ben  conseyled  by  fortune  and 
nat  by  vertu?  Certes,  swiche  folk  as  75 
weleful  fortune  maketh  freendes,  con- 
trarious  fortune  maketh  hem  enemys. 
And  what  pestilence  is  more  mighty  for 
to  anoye  a  wight  than  a  familier  enemy  ? 

Metre  V.     (lui  se  tiolet  esse  potentein. 

Vfiio-so  wol  be  mighty,  he  mot  daunten 
his  cruel  corage,  ne  putte  nat  his  nekke, 
overcomen,  under  the  foule  reynes  of 
lecherye.  For  al-be-it  so  that  thy  lord- 
shipe strecche  so  fer,  that  the  contree  5 
of  Inde  quaketh  at  thy  comaundements 
or  at  thy  lawes,  and  that  the  last  He  in 
the  see,  that  htght  Tyle,  be  thral  to  thee, 
yit,  yif  thou  mayst  nat  putten  awey  thy 
foule  derke  desyrs,  and  dryven  out  fro  10 
thee  wrecched  complaintes,  certes,  it  nis 
no  power  that  thou  hast. 

PitosE  VI.    Gloria  uero  quam  fallax  saepe. 

But  glorie,  how  deceivable  and  liow 
foul  is  it  ofte  !  For  which  thing  nat 
unsldlfuUy  a  tragedien,  that  is  to  seyn, 
a  maker  of  ditees  that  highten  tragedies, 
I  cryde  and  soide  :  "  O  glorie,  glorie,"  quod  5 
he,  "  thou  art  nothing  eUes  to  thousandes 
of  folkes  but  a  greet  sweller  of  eres!" 
For  manyc  han  had  ful  greet  renoun  by 
tlie  false  opinioun  of  the  poeple,  and  what 
thing  may  bon  thought  fouler  than  swiche  10 
preysingc?  For  thilke  folk  that  ben 
preysed  falsly,   they  moten    nedes    han 
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slianio  of  liir  proysiuges.  Aiul  yif  that 
folk  liau  gutcu  horn  tliouk  or  prcysinge 

•5  by  hir  ilesertes,  what  thing  bath  thilke 
prys  echcU  or  eucx-esed  to  the  conscience 
of  wj-se  folk^  that  mesurcn  hLr  good, 
nat  by  the  rumour  of  tlie  poeple,  but 
by  the  soothfastnesse  of  conscience  ?  And 

JO  yif  it  seme  a  fair  thing,  a  man  to  han 
eucresed  and  spred  his  name,  than  fol- 
weth  it  that  it  is  denied  to  ben  a  foiil 
thing,  yif  it  no  be  y-sjjrad  and  encresed. 
But,  as  I  seyde  a  litel  her-biforu  that,  sin 

25  thcr  mot  nedes  ben  manj?  folk,  to  whiche 
folk  the  renoun  of  a  naan  no  naay  nat 
comen,  it  befalleth  that  he,  that  thou 
wenest  be  glorious  and  renomcd,  semeth 
in  the  nexte  partie  of  the  erthea  to  ben 

30  with-oute  glorie  and  with-oute  renoun. 

And  certes,  amonges  thise  thiuges  I  ne 

trowe  nat  that  the  prj-s  and  grace  of  the 

poeple   nis   neither  worthy  to    ben    re- 

membred,  no  cometh  of  wyse  jngement, 

35  no  is  ferme  perdurably,  _  But  now,  of  this 
name  of  gentilesse,  what  man  is  it  that 
ne  may  wel  "seen  how  veyn  and  how 
flittinge  a  thing  it  is  ?  For  yif  the  ntuno 
of  gentilesse  be  referred  to  renoun  and 

40  cleernesse  of  linage,  thanne  is  gentil  name 
but  a  foreine  thing,  that  is  to  seyn,  to  hem 
that  (jlorifyen  hem  of  hir  linage.  For  it 
semeth  that  gentilesse  be  a  maner  prey- 
singo   that  comth  of  the  deserte  of  an- 

45  cestres.  And  yif  preysinge  naaketh 
gentilesse,  thanne  moten  they  nedes  bo 
gentil  that  ben  prej'sed.  For  which  thing 
it  folweth,  that  yif  thou  ne  have  no 
gentilesse  of  thy-self,  that  is  to  seyn,  preyse 

50  that  comth  of  thy  deserte,  foreine  gentilesse 
ne  maketh  thee  nat  gentil.  But  certes, 
yif  ther  be  any  good  in  gentilesse,  I  trowe 
it  be  al-only  this,  that  it  semeth  as  that 
a  maner  necessitee  be  imposed  to  gentil 

t;j;  men,  for  that  they  no  sholdeu  nat  out- 
rayen  or  forliven  fro  the  virtues  of  hir 
noble  kinrede. 


Metrb  VI,     Omne  hominum  genus  in 
terris. 

Al  the  linage  of  men  that  ben  iu  erthc 
ben  of  semblable  birthe.  On  allone  is 
fader  of  thinges.     On  alloHe  ministreth 


alle  thinges.  He  yaf  to  th«  soune  hise 
bemes  ;  ho  yaf  to  the  mono  hir  hurnes.  5 
Ho  yaf  the  men  to  the  erthe  ;  he  yaf  the 
sterres  to  tho  hevene.  He  encloseth  with 
membres  tho  soules  tliat  comeu  fro  his 
hye  scte.  Tliannc  comeu  alle  mortal  folk 
of  noble  sede  ;  why  noiseu  ye  or  bosten  of  "-> 
youre  eldres?  For  yif  tliou  loke  your 
bigiuninge,  and  god  your  auctor  and  your 
maker,  thanne  nis  ther  no  forlived  wight, 
but-yif  he  norisshe  his  corage  un-to  vyces, 
and  forlete  his  iirojfre  burthe.  '5 

Prose  VII.     Qitid  autem  de  corporis 
ttoliq/tatibus. 

But  what  shal  I  seye  of  delices  of  body, 
of  whiche  delices  the  desiringes  ben  ful 
of  anguissh,  and  the  fulfillinges  of  hem 
ben  ful  of  penaunce  ?  How  greet  syk- 
nesse  and  how  grete  sorwes  unsufferablc,  5 
right  as  a  maner  fruit  of  wikkednesse, 
ben  thUlio  delices  wont  to  bringen  to  the 
bodies  of  folk  that  usenhem  !  Of  whiche 
delices  I  not  what  joye  may  ben  had  of 
hir  moevinge.  But  this  wot  I  wel,  that  lo 
who-so-ever  wole  remembren  him  of  hise 
luxurcs,  he  shal  wel  understonde  that 
tho  issues  of  deUces  ben  sorwful  and 
sorye.  And  yif  thilke  delices  moweii 
maken  folk  blisful,  than  by  the  same  13 
cause  moten  thise  bestes  ben  cleped  blis- 
ful ;  of  whiche  bestes  al  the  entencioun 
hasteth  to  fulfille  hir  bodily  jolitee.  And 
the  gladnesse  of  wyf  and  children  were 
an  honest  thing,  but  it  hath  ben  seyd  20 
that  it  is  over  muchel  ayeins  kinde,  that 
children  han  ben  founden  tormentours  to 
hir  fadres,  I  not  how  manyo  :  of  whiche 
children  how  bytinge  is  every  condicioun, 
it  ncdeth  nat  to  tellen  it  thee,  that  hast  25 
or  this  tyme  assayed  it,  and  art  yit  now 
anguissous.  In  this  approve  I  the  sen- 
tence of  my  disciple  Euripidis,  that  seyde, 
that  "  he  that  hath  no  children  is  weleful 
by  infortune."  30 

Metre  VII,,   Hdbet  omnia  hoc  uoluptas. 

Every  delythaththis,  thatitanguissheth 
hem  with  prikkes  that  nsen  it.  It  re- 
sembleth  to  thise  fljinge  flyes  that  we 
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clepcn  been,  that,  iiftor  that  ho  hath  shail 

5  hise  agroablc  honies,  he  tieetli  awej^  and 

stingetli  the  bertes,   of   hem  that   beu 

j--sniite,  Avith  bj-tinge  overlongc  holdinge. 

Pkose  viii.     Aihil  iyititr  dubitim  est. 

Now  is  it  no  doute  thanne  that  thise 
wcycs  ne  ben  a  maner  misledinges  to 
blisfiilnesse,  no  that  they  ne  move  nat 
leden  folk  thider  as  they  biheten  to  leden 
5  hem.  But  with  how  grete  harmes  thise 
forseyde  weyes  ben  enlaced,  I  shal  shewe 
thee  shortly.  For- why  yif  thou  enforcest 
thee  to  asemble  moneyc,  thou  most  hi- 
reven  him  his  moneye  that  hath  it.     And 

lO  yif  thou  wolt  shjnien  with  dignitees,  thou 
most  bisechen  and  supplien  hem  that 
j-even  tho  dignitees.  And  yif  thou  covei- 
tcst  by  honour  to  gon  biforu  other  folk, 
thou  shalt  defoule  thy-self  thorugh  huiu- 

15  blesse  of  axinge.  Yif  thou  desirest  power, 
thou  shalt  bj'  awaytes  of  thy  subgits 
anoyously  ben  cast  under  manye  periles. 
Axest  thou  glorie  ?  Tliou  shalt  ben  so 
destrat  by  aspre  thinges  that  thou  shalt 

20  forgoon  sikernesse.  And  yif  thou  wolt 
leden  thy  lyf  in  delic.es,  every  wight  shal 
despisen  thee  and  forleteu  thee,  as  thou 
that  alt  thral  to  thing  that  is  right  foul 
and  brotel ;  that  is  to  seyn,  servaunt  to 

25  thy  body.  Now  is  it  thanne  wel  seen, 
how  litel  and  how  brotel  possessioun  they 
coveitcn,  that  putten  the  goodes  of  the 
body  abovon  hir  owne resoun.  For  luajst 
thou  sormounten  thise  olifaunts  in  grct- 

jo  nessc  or  weight  of  body  ?  Or  niayst  thou 
ben  stronger  than  the  bolo "?  Mayst  thou 
ben  swifter  than  the  tygro?  Bihold  the 
spaces  and  the  stablenesse  and  the  swifte 
cours  of  tho  hevcne,  and  stint  som-tyme 

35  to  wondren  on  foule  thinges  ;  the  \\hich 
hevene,  certes,  nis  nat  rather  for  tliLse 
thinges  to  beu  wondrcd  tip-ou,  than  for 
the  resoun  by  which  it  is  governed.  But 
the  shjTiing  of  thy  forme,  that  is  to  seyti, 

40  the  beauteo  of  thy  body,  how  swiftly  i>ass- 
inge  is  it,  and  how  transitorie  ;  certes,  it 
is  more  flitiinge  than  the  mutabilitee  of 
flowers  of  the  somer-sesoun.  For  so  Aris- 
totle tclleth,  that  yif  that  men' haddeu 
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cycn  of  a  becst  that  highte  lynx,  so  that  45 
the  lokinge  of  folk  mightepercen  thorugh 
the  tliinges  that  mth-stonden  it,  who-so 
loked  thanne  in  the  ontrailes  of  the  body 
of  Alcibiades,   that  was  ful  fayr  in  tho 
suiierfice  with-oute,  it  shold  seme  right  50 
foul.     And  forthy,  j-if  thoix  semest  faj'r, 
thy  nature   maketh  nat  that,   but  the 
desceivaunce  of  the  feblesse  of  the  ej^en 
that  loken.     But  preyse  the  goodes  of  the 
body  as  mochel  as  e\'er  thee  list  ;  so  that  ?5 
thou  knowe  algates  that,  what-so  it  be, 
that  is  to  seyn,  of  the  goodes  of  thy  body, 
which  that   thou  wondrest   up-on,  maj' 
ben  destro.\'ed  or  dissolved  by  the  hete  of 
a  fevere  of  three  dajes.     Of  alio  whiche  60 
forsej-de    thinges   I    may    reduceu    this 
shortly  in  a  somme,  that  thise  worldly 
goodes,  whiche  that  ne  mowen  nat  j-eveu 
that  tliey  biheten,  ne  ben  nat  parfit  by 
the  congregacioun  of  alle  goodes  ;   that  05 
they  ne   ben   nat  weyes  ne  pathos  that 
bringen  men  to  -  blisfulnesse,  ne  makcn 
men  to  ben  blisful. 

Metre  A''III.     £heit .'  quae  miseros. 
tramite  denios. 

Alias  !  which  folye  and  which  igno- 
raunco  misledeth  wandringo  wrecches 
fro  the  path  of  verraj'  goode  !  Certes, 

ye  ne  seken  no  gold  in  grene  trees,  ne  yc 
ne  gaderen   nat  precious  stones  in  the  5 
■v'ynes,  ne  j-e  ne  hyden  nat  j-our  ginnes 
in  the  bye  mountaignos  to  cacchen  fish 
of  whiche  yo  may   maken   riche   festcs. 
And  j-if  yow  lyketh  to  hunte  to  roes,  ye 
ne  gon  nat  to  tho  fordes  of  the  water  that  10 
highte    Tyrone.      And    over    this,    men 
kiiowen  wel  the  crykes  and  the  cavernes 
of  the  see  y-hid  in  tlic  flodes,  and  knowen 
eek  which  water  is  most  plentivous    of 
whyte  perles,  and  knowen  wliich  water  15 
haboundeth  most  of  rede  purpre,  that  is  to 
seyn,  of  a  maner  shelle-Jish  with  uhich  men 
dyeii  jiurpre  ;  and  knowen  which  strondos 
habounden  most  with  tendre  fisshes,  or  of 
sharpc  fisshos  that  highten  echiucs.    But  20 
folk  suftren  hem-self  to   ben  so  blindc, 
that  hem  no  recchcth  nat  to  knowe  where 
thilke  goodes  ben  y-hid  whiche  that  they 
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fovoiten,  but  ploungen  hem  in  erthe  and 
25  s<'ken  there  thilke  good  that  sormountpth 
the  heveno  that  l)ereth  the  sterres.  What 
preyere  may  I  maken  that  be  digne  to 
the  nyce  thonghtes  of  men  ?  But  I  preye 
that  they  coveiten  richesse  and  honours, 
30  so  that,  whan  they  han  geten  tho  false 
gootles  with  greet  travaile,  that  ther-by 
they  mowe  knowen  the  verray  goodes. 


Pkose  IX.     Ifactenus  mendads  formam. 

Itsuffyseth  that  Ihaveshewed  hider-to 
tho  forme  of  false  welefulnesse,  so  that, 
yif  thou  loke  now  cleerly,  the  order  of 
myn  entencioun  requireth  from  hennes- 
5  forth  to  shewen  thee  the  verray  weleful- 
nesse.' '  For  sothe,'  quod  I,  '  I  see  wel 
now  that  suffisaunce  may  nat  comen  by 
richesses,  ne  power  by  reames,  ne  rever- 
ence by  dignitees,  ne  gentilesse  by  glorie, 

10  ne  joye  by  delices.' 

'And  hast  thou  wel  knowen  the  causes,' 
quod  she,  '  why  it  is  ?  '  '  Certes,  me 
semcth,'  quod  I,  '  that  I  see  hem  right  as 
though  it  were  thoriigh  a  litel  clifte  ;  but 

15  me  were  lever  knowen  hem  more  openly 
of  thee.' 

'  Certes,'  quod  she,  '  the  resoim  is  al 
redy.  For  thilke  thing  that  simply  is 
o  thing,  with-outen  any  de-\-isioun,  the 

ao  errour  and  folj"e  of  mankinde  departeth. 
and  devydeth  it,  and  misledeth  it  and 
transporteth  from  N-erray  and  parfit  good 
to  goodes  that  ben  false  and  nnparfit. 
But  sey  me  this.  Wenest  thou  that  he, 
that  hath  nede  of  power,  that  him  ne 
lakketK  no-thing  ?  '         '  Nay,'  quod  I. 

'  CcrtcR,'  quod  she,  '  thou  seyst  a-right. 
For  yif  so  be  that  ther  is  a  thing,  that  in 
any  partye  be  febler  of  power,  certes,  as 

|0  in  that,  it  mot  nedes  ben  nedj'  of  foreine 
help.'         '  Eight  so  is  it,' quod  I. 

'  SuflBsaunce  and  power  ben  thanne  of  , 

o  kinde  ?  '         'So  semeth  it,'  qiiod  I.  ' 

'  And   demest   thou,'  quod   she,    '  that   '. 

(5  a  thing  that  is  of  this  manere,  that  is  to 
seyn,  tvffimunt  and  mighty,  ought*  beu 
despysed,  or  elles  that  it  be  right  digne  of 
reverence  aboven  idle  thinges? '    ' Certes,' 


40 
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quod  I,  '  it  nis  no  donte,  that  it  is  right 
worthy  to  ben  reverenced.' 

'  Lat  us,'  quod  she,  '  adden  thanne 
reverence  to  suffisaunce  and  to  power,  so 
that  we  demen  that  thise  three  thinges 
ben  al  o  thing.'  '  Certes,'  quod  I,  '  lat  us 
adden  it,  yif  wewolen  graunten  the  sothe.' 
'What  demest  thou  thanne?'  <]uo<l 
she  ;  '  is  that  a  derk  thing  and  nat  nolili-, 
that  is  suffisaunt,  reverent,  and  mightij.  uv 
elles  that  it  is  right  noble  and  right 
cleer  by  celebritee  of  renoun  ?  Consider  50 
thanne,'  quod  she,  '  as  we  han  gi'aunted 
her-biforn,  that  he  that  ne  hath  nede  of 
no-thing,  and  is  most  mighty  and  most 
digne  of  honour,  yif  him  nedeth  any 
cleernesse  of  renoun,  which  cleernesse  he  55 
mighte  nat  graunten  of  him-self,  so  that, 
for  lakke  of  thilke  cleernesse,  he  mighte 
seme  the  febeler  on  any  syde  or  the  more 
out-cast  ?  '  Glose.  This  is  to  seyn,  nay  ; 
for  icho-so  that  is  stiffisaunt,  mighty,  and  60 
reverent,  cleernesse  of  renoun  fol  weth  of  the 
forseyde  thinges;  he  hath  it  al  redy  of  his 
suffisaunce.  Boece.  'I  may  nat,'  quoil 
I,  '  denye  it  ;  but  I  mot  graunte  as  it  is, 
that  this  thing  be  right  celebrable  by  65 
cleernesse  of  renoun  and  noblesse.' 

'  Thanne  folweth  it,'  quod  she,  '  that  we 
adden  cleernesse  of  renoun  to  the  three 
forseyde    thinges,    so    that    ther    ne    be 
amonges  hem  no  difference  ?  '        '  This  is  70 
a  consequence,'  quod  I, 

'  This  thing  thanne,'  quod  she,  '  that  ne 
hath  nede  of  no  foreine  thing,  and  that 
may  don  alle  thinges  by  hise  strengthes, 
and  that  is  noble  and  honourable,  nis  nat  75 
that  a  mery  thing  and  a  joyful  'i  '  '•  But 
whennes,'  quod  I,  '  that  any  sorwe  jnighto 
comen  to  this  thing  that  is  swiche,  certes, 
I  may  nat  thinke,' 

'  Thanne  moten  we  graunte,'  quod  she,  So 
'  that  this  thing  be  ful  of  gladnesse,  yif 
the  forseyde  thinges  ben  sothe ;  and 
certes,  also  mote  we  graunten  that  suffi- 
saunce, power,  noblesse,  reverence,  and 
gladnesse  ben  only  d^•^•erse  by  names,  but  85 
hir  substaunce  hath  no  diversitee.'  '  It 
mot  needly  been  so,'  quod  I. 

'  Thilke  thing  thanne,'  quod  she,  '  that 
is   oon   and   simple   in    his  uatvu-e,   tht> 
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90  ■wikkednesse  of  meu  tlepartetli  it  and 
devydetli  it ;  and  whan  they  enforceu 
hem  to  geten  partye  of  a  thing  that  ne 
hath  no  part,  they  ne  geten  hem  neither 
thilke  partye  that  nis  non,  ne  the  thing 

95  al  hool  that  thoy  ne  desire  nat.'  '  In 
which  manere  ?  '  quod  I. 

'  Thilke  man,'  quod  she,  '  that  secheth 
richesses  to  fleen  povertee,  he  ne  tra- 
vaileth  him  nat  for  to  gete  power  ;  for  ho 

100  hath  lever  ben  derk  and  vyl  ;  and  eek 
withdraweth  from  him-self  many  natvirel 
delyts,  for  he  noldo  lese  the  moneye  that 
he  hath  assembled.  But  certes,  in  this 
manere  he  ne  geteth  him  nat  suffisaunco 

105  that  power  forleteth,  and  that  molestie 
prikketh,  and  that  filthe  maketh  out-cast, 
and  that  dei'kenesse  hydeth.  And  certes, 
he  that  desireth  only  power,  he  wasteth 
and   soatereth    riehesse,    and   despyseth 

no  delyts,  and  eek  honour  that  is  with-oute 
power,  ne  he  ne  preyseth  glorie  no-thing. 
Certes,  thus  seest  thou  wel,  that  manye 
thinges  faylen  to  him  ;  for  he  hath  som- 
tyme   defaute  of  many  necessitees,  and 

1 15  many  anguisshes  byten  him ;  and  whan 
he  ne  may  nat  don  tho  defautes  a-wey,  he 
forleteth  to  ben  mighty,  and  that  is  the 
thing  that  he  most  desireth.  And  right 
thus  may  I  maken  semblable  resouns  of 

120  honours,  and  of  glorie,  and  of  delyts. 
For  so  as  every  of  thise  forseyde  thinges 
is  the  same  tliat  thise  other  thinges  ben, 
that  is  to  3cyn,  al  oon  thimj,  who-so  that 
ever  seketh  to  geten  that  oon  of  thise, 

125  and  nat  that  other,  he  ne  geteth  nat  that 
he  desireth. '  Boece.  '  "Wliat  seyst  thou 
thanne,  yif  that  a  man  coveiteth  to  geten 
alle  thise  thinges  to-gider  ?  ' 

Philosophie,     'Certes,'   quod     she,    'I 

130  wolde  seye,  that  he  wolde  geten  him 
sovercyn  blisfulnesse  ;  but  that  shal  he 
nat  finde  in  tho  thinges  that  I  have 
shewed,  that  ne  mowen  nat  yeven  that 
they  beheten.'       '  Certes,  no,'  quod  I. 

135  '  Thanne,'  quod  she,  '  ne  sholden  men 
nat  by  no  wey  seken  blisfulnesse  inswiche 
thinges  as  men  wcne  that  they  ne  mowen 
yeven  but  o  thing  senglely  of  alle  that 
men  seken.'  '  I  graunte  wel,'  quod  I  ; 

140  'ne  no  sother  thing  ne  may  ben  sayd.' 


'  Now  hast  thou  thanne,'  quod  she,  'the 
forme  and  the  causes  of  false  weleful- 
nessa  Now  tome  ajid  flitte  the  eyeu 
of  thy  thought ;  for  ther  shalt  thou 
seen  anon  thilke  verray  blisfulnesse  that 
I  have  bihiglit  thee.'  '  Certes,'  quod  I, 
'  it  is  cleer  and  open,  thogh  it  were  to 
a  blinde  man  ;  and  that  shewedest  thou 
me  ful  wel  a  litel  her-biforn,  whan  thou 
enforcedest  thee  to  shewe  me  the  causes 
of  the  false  blisfulnesse.  For  but-yif  I 
be  bigyled,  thanne  is  thilke  the  verray 
blisfulnesse  parflt,  that  parfitly  maketh 
a  man  suffisavmt,  mighty,  honourable, 
noble,  and  ful  of  gladnesse.  And,  for 
thou  shalt  wel  knowe  that  I  have  wel 
understonden  thise  thinges  with-in  my 
herte,  I  knowe  wel  that  thilke  blisful- 
nesse, that  may  verrayly  yeven  oon  of 
the  forseyde  thinges,  sin  they  ben  al  oon, 
I  knowe,  douteles,  that  thilke  thing  is 
the  fulle  blisfulnesse.' 

'  O  my  norie,'  quod  she,  '  by  this 
opinioun  I  seye  that  thou  art  blisful,  yif 
thou  putte  this  ther-to  that  I  shal  seyn.' 
'  Wliat  is  that  ?  '  quod  I. 

'  Trowest  thou  that  ther  be  any  thing 
in  thise  erthely  mortal  toumbling  thinges 
that  may  bringen  this  estat  ?  '  '  Certes,' 
quod  I,  '  I  trowe  it  naught ;  and  thou 
hast  shewed  me  wel  that  over  thilke  good 
ther  nis  no-thing  more  to  ben  desired.' 

'  Thise  thinges  thanne,'  quod  she,  '  that 
is  to  sey,  erthely  suffisaunce  and  power  and 
swiche  thinges,  either  they  semen  lyke- 
nesses  of  verray  good,  or  elles  it  semeth 
that  they  yeve  to  mortal  folk  a  maner  of 
goodes  that  ne  ben  nat  parfit ;  but  tliilko 
good  that  is  verray  and  parfit,  that  may 
they  nat  yeven.'  'I  acorde  me  wel,' 
quod  I. 

'  Thanne,'  quod  she,  '  for  as  mochel  aa 
thou  hast  knowcn  which  is  thilke  verray 
blisfulnesse,  and  eek  whiche  thiUio 
thinges  ben  that  lyen  falsly  blisfulnesse, 
that  is  to  seyn,  that  by  deceite  semen  verray 
goodes,  now  behoveth  thee  to  knowo 
whennes  and  where  thou  mowo  seko 
thilke  verray  blisfulnesse.'  '  Certes,' 
quod  I,  '  that  desire  I  greetly,  and  have 
abiden  longe  tyme  to  herknen  it.' 
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'  But  for  as  moche,'  quod  she,  '  as  it 
lyketh  to  my  disciple  Plato,  iu  his  book  of 
'•  in  Timeo,"  that  in   right  litel  thinges 

195  men  sholden  Lisechen  the  help  of  god, 
■what  jngest  thou  that  be  now  to  done,  so 
that  we  may  deserve  to  finde  the  sete  of 
thilke  verray  good  ?  '  '  Certes,'  quod  I, 
'  I  deme  that  we  shoUen  clepen  the  fader 

«o  of  alio  goodos  ;  for  with-outen  him  nis 
ther  no-thing  founden  a-right.' 

'  Thou  seyst  a-right,'  quod  she  ;  and 
bigau  anon  to  singen  right  thus  : — 


k 


Metre  IX.     O  qui  perpetua  7nundum 
ratione  gubernas. 


'  0  thou  fader,  creator  of  hevene  and  of 
crthes,  that  govemest  this  worM  by  per- 
durable resoun,  that  comauudest  the 
tymes  to  gon  from  sin  that  age  hadde 
5  beginninge ;  thou  that  dwellest  thy-self 
ay  stedefast  and  stable,  and  yevest  alle 
othre  thinges  to  ben  moeved  ;  ne  foreino 
causes  necesseden  thee  never  to  compoune 
werk  of  floteringe  matere,  but  only  the 

10  forme  of  soverein  good  y-sct  with-in  thee 
with-oute  envye,  that  moevede  thee  freely. 
Thou  that  art  alder-fayrest,  beringe  the 
faire  world  in  thy  thought,  formedest 
this  world  to  the  lyknesse  semblable  of 

15  that  faire  world  in  thy  thought.  Thoii 
drawest  al  thing  of  thy  soverein  en- 
saumpler,  and  comaundest  that  this 
world,  parfitliche  y-maked,  have  freely 
and   absolut    his    parfit  parties.      Thou 

20  bindest  the  elements  by  noumbres  pro- 
porcionables,  that  the  coldo  thinges 
mowen  acorden  with  the  hote  thinges, 
and  the  drye  thinges  with  the  moiste 
tliinges  ;  that  the  fyr,  that  is  purest,  ne 

i$  flee  nat  over  hye,  ne  that  the  hevinesse 
ne  drawe  nat  adoun  over-lowe  the  erthes 
that  ben  plotmged  in  the  wateres.  Thou 
knittest  to-gider  the  mene  sowle  of  treble 
kinde,   moevinge  alle    thinges,   and  de- 

30  vj-dest  it  by  membres  acordinge  ;  and 
whan  it  is  thus  de\-j'ded,  it  hath  asembled 
a  moe^•inge  in-to  two  roundes  ;  it  goth  to 
tome  ayein  to  him-self,  and  envirouneth 
a  ful   deep    thought,    and    tometh    the 


hevene   by   semblable   image.     Thou    by  35 
evene-lyke  causes  enhansest  the  sowles 
and  the  lasse  lyves,   and,   ablinge  hem 
heye  by  lighte  cartes,  thou  sowcst  liem 
in-to  hevene  and  in-to  crthe  ;  and  wIliu 
they  ben  converted  to  thee   by  thy  be-  40 
nigno  lawe,   thou  makest  hern,   retorne 
ayein  to  thee  by  ayein-ledinge   fyr.     O 
fader,  yive  thou  to  the  thought  to  styen  up 
in-to  thy  streite  sete,  and  graunte  him  to 
enviroune   the  welle  of  good  ;    and,  the  43 
lighte  y-founde,  graunte  him  to  fichen  the 
clere  sightes  of  his  corage  in  thee.     And 
scaterthou  andto-breke  thou  the  weightes 
and  the  cloudes  of  erthely  hevinesse,  and 
shyne  thou  by  thy  brightnesse.    For  thou  50 
art  cleernesse  ;  thou  art  peysible  restc  to 
debonaire  folk  ;  thou  th3--self  art  bigin- 
ninge,  berer,  leder,  path,  and  terme  ;   to 
loke  on  thee,  that  is  our^de. 

Prose  X.     Quoniam  igitur  quae  sit 
.   imperfecti. 

For  as  moche  thanue  as  thou  hast  seyn, 
which  is  the  forme  of  good  that  nis  nat 
parfit,  and  which  is  the  forme  of  good  that 
is  parfit,  now  trowe  I  that  it  were  good  to 
shewe  in  what  this  perfeccioun  of  blisful-  5 
nesse  is  set.  And  in  this  thing,  I  trowe 
that  we  sholden  first  enquere  for  to  witen, 
yif  that  any  swiche  maner  good  as  thilke 
good  that  thou  hast  diffinisshed  a  litel 
heer-biforn,  that  is  to  seyn,  soverein  good,  10 
may  ben  founde  in  the  nature  of  thinges  ; 
for  that  veyn  imaginacioim  of  thought  ne 
deceyve  us  nat,  and  putte  us  out  of  the 
sothfastnesse  of  thilke  thing  that  is  sum- 
mitted  unto  us.  But  it  may  nat  ben  15 
deneyed  that  thilke  good  ne  is,  and  that 
it  nis  right  as  woUe  of  alle  goodes.  For 
al  thing  that  is  cleped  inparfit  is  proeved 
inparfit  by  the  amenusinge  of  perfeccioun 
or  of  thing  that  is  parfit.  And  ther-of  20 
comth  it,  that  in  every  thing  general,  yif 
that  men  seen  any-thing  that  is  inparfit, 
certes,  in  thilke  general  ther  mot  ben 
som-thing  that  is  parfit ;  for  yif  so  be  that 
perfeccioun  is  don  awey,  men  may  nat  ^5 
thinke  n«  seye  fro  whennes  thilke  thing 
is  that  is  cleped  inparfit.    For  the  nature 
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of  tliingos  no  took  nat  liir  beginninge  of 
thinges    amemised   and   inparfit,  hut  it 

30  procedetli  of  thinges  that  hen  al  hoole 
and  ahsolnt,  and  descendeth  so  doun  in-to 
ontterest  thinges,  and  in-to  thinges  empty 
and  with-outen  fmt.  Bnt,  as  I  have 
y-shewed  a  litel  her-biforn,  that  yif  ther 

35  be  a  Vilisfnlnesse  that  he  freele  and  veyn 
and  inparfit,  ther  may  no  man  doiite  that 
ther  nis  som  blisfiilnesse  that  is  sad, 
stedefast,  and  parfit.'  Boecc.  'This  is 
concluded,'   quod   I,   '  fermelj-  and  soth- 

40  lastly.' 

Philosophic,  '  But  considere  also,'  quod 
she,  '  in  wham  this  blisfulnesse  cn- 
habiteth.  The  comune  aconlaunce  and 
conccite  of  the  corages  of  men  j)roevetli 

45  and  graunteth,  that  god,  prince  of  alle 
thinges,  is  good.  For,  so  as  nothing  ne 
may  hen  thougfct  liettre  than  god,  it  may 
nat  hen  douted  thanne  that  lie,  that 
nothing  nis   hettre,   that   he    nis    good. 

50  Certes,  resoun  sheweth  that  god  is  so 
good,  that  it  proveth  by  verray  force  that 
parfit  good  is  in  him.  For  yif  god  ne  is 
swich,  he  ne  may  nat  ben  prince  of  alle 
thinges  ;  for  certes  som-thing  possessing 

55  in  it-self  parfit  good,  sholde  ben  more 
■worthy  than  god,  and  it  sholde  semen  that 
thilke  thing  were  first,  and  elder  than 
god.  For  we  han  shewed  apertly  that 
alle  thinges  that  hen  parfit  ben  first  or 

60  thinges  that  ben  unparfit ;  and  for-thy, 
for  as  nioche  as  that  my  resoun  or  my 
proces  ne  go  nat  a-wey  with-oute  an  cnde, 
we  owen  to  graanten  that  the  soverein 
god  is  right  ful  of  soverein  parfit  good. 

65  And  we  han  establisshed  that  the  soverein 
good  is  verray  Idisfulnesse  :  thanne  mot  it 
nedes  he,  tliat  verray  blisfulnesse  is  set  in 
soverein  god.'  'This  take  I  wel,'  quod 
I,  '  ne  this  ne  may  nat  hen  withseid  in  no 

70  nianere.' 

'  But  I  preye,'  quod  she,  '  see  now  how 
thou  mayst  proovon,  holily  and  with-onte 
corupoioun,  this  that  I  haveseyd,  that 
the  soverein  god  is  right  fill  of  soverein 

75  good,'         '  In  which  manere  ? '  quod  I. 
'  Wenest  thou  anght,'  quod  she,  '  that 
this  prince   of  alio  thinges  have  y-takc 
thilko  soverein  good  any-wher  out  of  him- 


self, of  which  sijvorein  good  men  proveth 
that  he   is  ful,   right  as  thou  mightest  8u 
thinken  that  god,  that  hath  blisfulnesse 
in  him-self,  and  thilke  blisfulnesse  that 
is  in  him,  weren  dyvcrs  in  substaunce  ? 
For  yif  thou  wene  that  god  have  received 
thilke  good  <^>ut  of  him-self,  thou  mayst  S5 
wene  that  he  that  yaf  thilke  good  to  god 
be  more  worthy  than  is  god.     But  I  am 
bi-knowen  and  confesse,  and  that  light 
dignely,  that  god  is  right  worthy  abovcn 
alle  thinges  ;  and,  yif  so  bo  that  tliis  good  90 
he  in  him  by  nature,  but  that  it  is  dyvers 
fro  him  by  weningo  resoun,  sin  we  speke 
of  god  prince  of  alle  thinges  :  feigne  wlio- 
so  feigne  may,   who  was  he  that  hath 
conjoigned  thise  dyverse  thinges  to-gidcr  V  '15 
And  eek,  at  the  laste,  see  wel  that  a  thing 
that  is  dyvers  from  any  thing,  that  thilko 
thing  nis  nat  that  same  thing  fro  wliich 
it  is  understonden  to  ben  d.\'\'ers.  Thanne 
folweth  it,  that  thilke  thing  that  by  liis  'oo 
nature  is  dyvers  fro  soverein  good,  that 
that  thing  nis   nat   soverein  good  ;  b\it 
certes,  that  were  a  felonous  corsednessc 
to  thinken  that  of  him  that  nothing  nis 
more  worth.     For  alwey,  of  alle  thinges,  105 
the  nature  of  hem  ne  may  nat  hen  bettre 
than  his  biginning ;    for  which  I   may 
coneluden,  Ijy  riglit  verray  resoun,  tliat 
thilke  that  is   biginning  of  alle  thinge.«, 
thilke  same  thing  is  soverein  good  in  his  iia 
substaunce.'         '  Thou  hast   seyd   riglit- 
fully,'  quod  I. 

'  But  we  han  graunted,'  quod  she, '  that    \ 
the  Soverein  good  is  blisfulnesse.'      '  And 
that  is  sooth,'  quod  I.  '  i; 

'  Thanne,'  quod  she,  '  moten  we  nedes 
graunten  and  confessen  that  thilko  same 
soverein  good  he  god,'  '  Certes,' quod 
I,  '  I  ne  may  nat  donye  no  witlistonde 
the  resouns  purposed  ;  and  I  see  wel  that  i2(i 
it  folweth  by  strengthe  of  the  premisses.' 

'  Loke  now,'  quod  she,  '  yif  this  be 
proved  yit  more  fermcly  thus  :  tliat  ther 
ne  mowen  nat  ben  two  soverein  goodes 
that  ben  dyverse  amonge  liem-self.  For  i2j 
certes,  the  goodes  that  ben  dyverse 
amonges  hem-self,  that  oon  nis  nat  that 
that  other  is  ;  thanno  no  may  neither  of 
hem  ben  parfit,  so  as  either  of  hem  lak- 
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IV)  kftli  to  othor.  But  that  that  nis  nat 
partit,  men  may  spon  apertly  that  it  nis 
iiat  sovcroin.  Tho  thingps,  thnnne,  that 
b^n  soveroinly  goodo,  no  inowon  by  no 
■wpy  bon  dj'verso.     But  I  liavo  wel  con- 

1.15  clnded  that  blisfulnosse  and  gcxl  ben  tlie 
soverein  good  ;  for  whicho  it  mot  nedes 
ben,  that  soverein  hlisfulnesse  is  soverein 
divinitec'  '  Notliing,'    qnod    I,    '  nis 

more  soothfast  than  this,  ne  more  ferme 

140  by  resoun  ;  ne  a  more  worthy  thing  than 
god  may.  nat  ben  concluded.' 

'  Ui><>n  thiso  thingcs  thanne,'  quod  she, 
'  right  as  tliise  geomotricns,  wlian  they 
lian  shewed  hir  proposiciouns,  ben  wont 

«45  to  bringen  in  thinges  that  they  clepen 
porismes,  or  declaracioiins  of  forseide 
thinges,  right  so  wole  I  yevo  thee  lieer  as 
a  corollarie,  or  a  mede  of  coroumr.  For- 
why,  for  as  moehe  as  by  the  gctinge  of 

150  blisfolnesse-men  ben  maked  blisfiiJ,  and 
hlisfulnesse  is  divinitce  :  thanne  is  it 
manifest  and  open,  tliat  by  the  getinge  of 
divinitee  men  hen  maked  blisful.  Eight 
as  bj'  the  getinge  of  justice  [they  ben 

155  maked  just],  and  by  the  getinge  of  sa- 
pience they  ben  m.aked  wyse  :  right  so, 
nedes,  by  the  semblable  resoun,  whan 
they  han  geten  divinitce,  thoy  ben  maked 
goddes.      Thanne  is   evei-y   blisftil   man 

160  god  ;  but  certes,  by  nature,  ther  nis  but 
o  god  ;  but,  by  tlie  participacioun  of 
divinitee,  ther  ne  let  ne  desturbctli 
nothing  that  ther  nje  ben  manye  goddes.' 
'This    is,'   qiiod   I,   'a    fair    thing   and 

165  a  precious,  clepe  it  as  thou  wolt ;  be  it 
porisme  or  corollarie,'  or  mede  of  coroune 
or  dfclaringes. 

'  Certes,'  qnod  .she,  'notliing  nis  fayrer 
than  is  tho  thing  that  by  resoun  sholdo 

170  ben  ailded  to  thise  forseide  thinges.' 
'What  thing?'  quod  I. 

'  So,'  quod  she,  '  as  it  semeth  that  hlis- 
fulnesse conteneth  many  tliinges,  it  were 
for  to   witen   whether    that    alio    thise 

175  thinges  maken  or  conjoignen  .as  a  maner 
body  of  hlisfulnesse,  by  djrversitee  of 
parties  or  of  membres  ;  or  elles,  yif  that 
any  of  allc  thilke  thinges  be  .swich  that  it 
acomplisshe  by  him-self  the  substaunce  of 

80  hlisfulnesse,  so  that  allc  thise  othrctliinges 


ben  referred  and  brought  to  hlisfulnesse,' 
that  is  to  seyn,  as  to  the  cheef  of  hem. 
'  I  wolde,'  quod  I,  '  that  thou  makedesfc 
me  cleerly  to  understondo  what  thou 
spyst,  and  that  thou  recordedest  me  tho  1K5 
forseyde  thinges.' 

'  Have  I  nat  jnged,'  quod  she,  '  that 
hlisfulnesse  is  good  ?  '  '  Yis,  forsothe,' 
qnod  I ;  '  and  that  soverein  good.' 

'  Adde  thanne,'  qnod  she,  '  tliilko  good,  100 
that  is  mhked  hlisfulnesse,  to  alle  the  for- 
seide thinges ;    for  thilke   same   hlisful- 
nesse  that   is    demed    to    ben    soverein 
siTffisaunce,  thilko  solve  is  soverein  power, 
soverein  reverence,  soverein  cleomesso  o>"  195 
noblesse,  and  soverein  delyt.      Conclusio. 
Wliat   seyst   thovi   thanne   of  .alle   thise 
thinges,    that    is    to    se^nij    suftisaunce, 
power,  and  this  othro  thinges;  ben  they 
thanne  as  membres  of  hlisfulnesse,  or  bon  200 
they  referred,  and  brought  to  soverein 
good,    right    as    alle    thinges    that    ben 
brought  to  the  chief  of  hem  V  '      •  i  under- 
stonde  wel  ; '    qnod  I,  '  what  tlion  pui-- 
posest  to  seke  ;  but  I  desire  for  to  herkne  20? 
that  thou  shewe  it  me.' 

'  Tak  now  thus  the  discrecioun  of  this 
question,'  qnod  she.  '  Yif  alio  thiso 
thinges,' qxiod  she,  'weren  membres  to 
felicitee,  than  weren  they  dyverse  that  210 
oon  ft'oni  that  other ;  and  swich  is  tho 
nature  of  parties  or  of  membres,  that 
dyverse  membres  compounen  a  l»dy.' 
'  Certes,'  quod  I,  '  it  hath  wel  ben  shewed 
heer-bifom,  that  alle  thiso  thinges  ben  J15 
alle  o  thing.' 

'  Thanne  ben  they  none  membres,'  qnod 
she ;  '  for  elles  it  sholde  seme  that  hlis- 
fulnesse were  conioigned  al  of  on  mem- 
bre  allone  ;  but  that  is  a  thing  that  may  jjr. 
nat  be  don.'  '  This  thing,'  quod  I,  '  nis 
nat  doutons  ;  but  I  abyde  to  herknen  the 
remnannt  of  thy  qne'stioun.' 

'  This  is  open  and  cleer,'  quod  she, 
'  that  alio  othre  thinges  ben  referred  .and  JJ5 
brought  to  good.  For  therefore  is  sitffi- 
sauuce  requered,  for  it  is  domed  to  ben 
good  ;  and  forthy  is  power  requered,  for 
men  trowen  also  that  it  be  good  ;  and  this 
same  thing  mowen  we  thinken  and  con-  2^0 
jecten  of  reverence,  and  of  noblesse,  and 
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of  delyt.  Thanne  is  soveroin  good  the 
sommo  and  the  cause  of  al  that  aughte 
ben  desired  ;  for-why  thilko  thing  that 

a,;,'  \vith-holdeth  no  good  in  it-solf,  no  sem- 
Mannce  of  good,  it  ne  may  nat  wel  in  no 
nianere  he  desired  ne  requered.  And  the 
contrarie  :  for  thogh  that  thinges  by  liir 
nature  ne  ben  nat  goode,  algates,  yif  men 

540  'vrcne  tliat  ben  goode,  yit  lien  tliey  desired 
as  though  that  tliey  weren  verrayliche 
goode.  And  therfor  is  it  that  men 
oughten  to  wene  by  right,  that  bonntce 
be  the  soverein  fyn,  and  the  cause  of  alle 

245  the  thinges  that  ben  to  requeren.  But 
certes,  thilke  that  is  cause  for  which  n^en 
requeren  any  thing,  it  semeth  that  thilke 
same  thing  be  most  desired.  As  thus  :  3-if 
that  a  Aviglit'  wolde  rydcn  for  caitso  of 

250  hele,  he  ne  desireth  nat  so  niochel  the 
moevinge  to  ryden,  as  the  effect  of  his 
liele.  Now  thanne,  sin  that  alle  thinges 
ben  requered  for  the  gi-ace  of  good,  they 
ne  ben   nat  desired  of   alle  folk   more 

255  thanne  the  same  good.  But  wo  ban 
gi-auuted  that  blisfulnesse  is  that  thing, 
for  whiche  that  alle  thise  othre  thinges 
ben  desired ;  thanne  is  it  thus  :  that, 
certes,  only  l>lisfnlnesse  is  reqiiered  and 

s6o  desired.  By  whiche  thing  it  shcwcth, 
cleerly,  that  of  good  and  of  blisfulnesse  is 
al  con  and  the  same  substaunee.'  *  I  see 
nat,'  quod  T,  '  wherfore  that  men  mighten 
discorden  in  this.' 

2^5  '  And  we  Imn  shewed  that  god  and 
verray  blisfulnesse  is  al  00  thing.'  '  That 
is  sooth,'  quod  I. 

•'Thanne  mowen  we  conclude  sikerly, 
that  the  substaunee  of  god  is  set  in  thilke 

270  same  good,  and  in  non  other  place. 

Metre  X.     JTuc  omnes  paritcr  uenite  capti. 

O  cometh  alle  to-gider  now,  ye  that  ben 
y-caught  and  y-bonnde  with  wikkede 
chejTicSjby  the  docoivable  dolyt  of  erthely 
thinges  cnhabitinge  in  your  thought  ! 
5  Heer  shal  ben  the  reste  of  your  labours, 
heer  is  the  bavene  stable  in  poysible 
quiete ;  this  allone  is  the  open  refut  to 
■wrocches,  Glosa.  ITiis  is'  to  Sfyn,  that 
ye    that   hen   comhred  and    deceived  uith 


worldcJy  affecciouns,    cometh   nnic  to    this  10 
soverei7t  good,  that  is  god,  that  is  refut  to 
hem   that  icolen  comen  to  him.    Textus. 
Alle   the  thinges  that   the   river  Tagus 
yevcth  yow  with  his  goldene  gravailes,  or 
elles    alle    the    thinges   that    the    river  15 
Hermus  yevoth  with  his  rede  brinke,  or 
that  Indus  yevetli,  that  is  next  the  bote 
party  of  the  world,   that   medleth    the 
grene  stones  with  the  whj-te,  ne  shohlo 
nat  cleeren  the  lookinge  of  your  thought,  20 
but   hyden   rather  your    blinde .  corages 
with-in  hir  derknesse.     Al  that  lyketh 
yow  beer,  and  excytcth  and  moeveth  your 
thoughtes,  the  erthe  hath  norisshed  it  in 
hise  lowo  caves.     But  the  shyninge,  l>y  25 
whiche    the    hevene    is    governed    and 
whennes    he    hath    his   strengthe,   that 
eschueth  the  derke  overthrowinge  of  the 
sowle  ;  and  who-so  may  knowen  thilke 
light  of  blisfulnesse,  he  shal  wel  se:5ni,  3° 
that  the  whyte  hemes  of  the  sonne  ne  ben 
nat  cleer.' 

Pkose  XZ     Assenfior,  inquam. 

BoPce.  '  I  assente  me,'  quod  I ;  '  for 
alio  thise  thinges  ben  strongly  bounden 
with  right  fermo  resoims.' 

rhlloso^ihie.  'How  mochel  wilt  thon 
proysen  it,'  quod  she,  'yif  that  thou  5 
knowe  what  thilke  good  is  ?  '  'I  wol 
preyse  it,'  quod  I,  '  by  prys  with-outen 
cndo,  yif  it  shal  bityde  me  to  knowe  also 
to-gider  god  that  is  good.' 

'  Certes,'  quod  she,  '  that  shal  I  do  thee  10 
by  vorray  resoun,  yif  that  tho  thinges 
that  I  have  concluded  a  litel  her-bifoni 
dwellen  only  in  hir  first  graunting.' 
'  They  dwellen  graiinted  to  thee,'  qxiod  I ; 
this  is  to  seyn,  ns  who  seith:  I  gi-aunte  thy  15 
forseide  coiiclusiioMis. 

'Have  I  nat  shewed  thee,'  quod  she, 
'that  the  thinges 'that  ben  requered  of 
many  folkes  ne  ben  nat  verray  goodes  ne 
partite,  for  they  ben  dyv'erso  that  oon  fro  20 
that  othre;  and  so  as  ech  of  hem  is  lak- 
kingo  to  other,  thej-  ne  ban  no  power  to 
liringen  a  good  that  is  ful  and  absolut  ? 
But  thanne  at  erst  ben  they  verray  good, 
wbanno  they  ben  gadered  to-gider  alle  .■<$ 
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in-to  o  formo  ami  in-to  oon  -wirkinge,  so 
that  thilko  thing  that  is  sutiisaiince, 
thilke  same  be  power,  and  reverence,  and 
noblesse,  and  mirthe  ;  and  forsothe,  biit- 
yif  alio  thise  thinges  ben  alio  o<)n  same 
thing,  they  ne  lian  nat  wherby  tliat  they 
mowen  ben  put  in  the  noumber  of  thinges 
that  oughten  ben  requcred  or  desired.' 
'  It  is  shewetl,'  quod  I ;  '  ne  her-of  may 
ther  no  man  douten,' 

'  The  thinges  thanne,'  qi^od  she,  '  that 
ne  ben  no  goodes  whanne  they  ben  dy- 
verse,  and  whan  they  beginnen  to  ben 
alle  oon  thing  thanne  ben  they  goodes, 
no  comth  it  hem  nat  thanne  by  the 
getinge  of  unitee,  that  they  ben  maked 
goodes  ? '     '  So  it  semeth,'  quod  I, 

'  But  al  thing  that  is  good,'  quod  she, 
'  grauntest  thou  that  it  be  good  by  tho 
participacioun   of  gooJ,   or    no?'  'I 

gravmte  it,'  quod  I. 

'Thanne  most  thou  graunten,'  quod 
she,  '  by  semblable  resoun,  that  oon  and 
good  be  00  same  thing.  For  of  thinges, 
of  whiche  that  the  effect  nis  nat  naturelly 
diverse,  nedes  the  substance  mot  be  00 
same  thing.'  '  I   nc   may  nat  denye 

that,'  quod  I. 

'  Hast  thou  nat  knowen  wel,'  quod  she. 
'  that  al  thing  that  is  hath  so  longe  his 
dwellinge  and  his  substaunce  as  longe  as 
it  is  oon  ;  but  whan  it  forleteth  to  ben 
oon,  it  mot  nedes  dyeu  and  coriimpe  to- 
gider ? '        'In  which  manere ? '  quod  I. 

'  Eight  as  in  bestes,'  quod  she,  '  whan 
the  sowle  and  the  body  ben  conjoigned 
in  oon  and  dwellen  to-gider,  it  is  cleped 
a  beest.  And  whan  hir  unitco  is  destroyed 
by  the  disseveraunce  of  that  oon  from 
that  other,  than  sheweth  it  wel  that  it  is 
a  ded  thing,  and  that  it  nis  no  longer 
no  beest.  And  tho  body  of  a  wight,  whyl 
it  dwelleth  in  00  formo  by  conjunccioun 
of  membres,  it  is  wel  seyn  that  it  is 
a  figitro  of  man-ktnde.  And  yif  the 
parties  of  the  body  ben  so  devyded  and 
dissevered,  t?iat  oon  fro  that  other^  that 
they  destroyen  unitee,  the  body  forletetli 
to  ben  that  it  was  biforn.  Aiid,  who-s<> 
wolde  renne  in  the  same  manero  by  alio 
thinges,  he  sholde  seen  that,  with-oute 
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douto,  eveiy  thing  is  in  his  substaunce  as 
longe  as  it  is  oon  ;  and  whan  it  forleteth 
to   ben  oon,   it    dyeth    and   perissheth.' 
'Whan    I    considere,'    qxiod   J,    'manyoSo 
thinges,  I  see  non  other.' 

'  Is  thcr  any-thing  thanne,'  quod  she, 
'  that,  in  as  moche  as  it  livoth  naturelly, 
that  forleteth  tho  talent  or  appetyt  of  his 
beinge,  and  desireth  to  come  to  deetli  and  R5 
to  corupcioiui  ?  '  '  Yif  I   considere,' 

quod  I,  '  the  beestes  that  hau  any  manor 
nature  of  wilningo  and  of  nillinge,  I  no 
finde  no  beest,  but-yif  it  bo  constreined 
fro  with-oute  forth,  that  forleteth  or  90 
despyscth  tho  entencioun  to  liveu  and 
to  duren,  or  that  wole,  his  thankes, 
hasten  him  to  dj-en.  For  every  beest 
travaileth  hina  to  deffende  and  kepo  tho 
savacioun  of  his  Ij-f,  and  cschueth  dceth  05 
and  destruccioun.  But  certes,  I  doute 
me  of  herbes  and  of  trees,  that  is  to  seyn, 
that  I  am  in  a  doute  of  sv.nche  thinges  as 
herbes  or  trees,  that  ne  ban  no  felingo 
sowles,  ne  no  naturel  wirkinges  servinge  to  loc 
appetytes  as  bestes  han,  whether  they  han 
appetyt  to  dwellen  and  to  duren.' 

'  Certes,'  quod   she,    '  ne  ther-of   tliar 
theo  nat  doute.     Now  loko  iip-ou  thise 
herbes  and  thise  trees  ;  they  wexen  first  105 
in  swiche  places  as  ben  covenable  to  hem, 
in  whiche  places  they  ne  mowen  nat  sono 
dyen  ne  drj-en,  as  longe  as  hir  nature 
may  deffenden   hem.     For   30m  of  hem 
waxen   in   feeldes,    and    som    in   mouii-  no 
taignes,  and  othre  waxen  in  mareys,  and 
othre  eleven  on  roches,  and  somme  waxeu 
plentivous  in  sondes ;   and  yif  that  any 
wight  enforce  him  to  bereu  hem  in-to 
othre    places,    they   wexeu    drye.      For  115 
nature  yeveth  to  every  thing  that  that 
is  convenient  to  him,  and  travaileth  that 
they  ne  dye  nat,  as  longe  as  they  hau 
power  to  dwellen   and  to  liven.     What 
woltow  seyn  of  this,  that  they  drawen  uc 
alle  hir  norisshinges  by  hir  rotes,  right 
as  they  hadden  hir  mouthes  3--plounged 
with-in  tho  erthes,    and   shcdeu  by  hir 
raaryes  hir   wode  and  hir   bark?    And 
what  woltow  seyn  of  this,   that  thilke  i-'5 
thing  that  is  right  softe,  as  the  marj'O  i?!. 
that  is  alwey  hid.iu  the  sete,  al.with- 
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inne,  and  that  is  defended  fro  witli-oute 
by  the  stedefastnesso  of  wode ;  and  that 

i,W  the  iittei-este  bark  is  put  ayeius  the  des- 
temperauuco  of  the  hevene,  as  a  defeudour 
mighty  to  suflfren  harm?  And  thus, 
certcs,  niaystow  wel  seen  how  greet  is 
the  diligence  of  nature  ;  for  alle  thiuges 

i,?5  renovelen  and  puplisshen  hem  with  seed 
y-multiplyed  ;  ne  ther  nis  no  man  that  ne 
■vvot  -wel  that  they  ne  ben  right  as 
a  foundement  and  edifice,  for  to  duren 
uat  only  for  a  tyme,  but  right  as  for 
to  duren  jierdurably  by  generacioun.  And 
the  thingcs  cek  that  men  wenen  ne  haven 
none  sowles,  ne  desire  they  nat  ech  of 
Lem  by  semblable  resoun  to  kepen  that 
is  hirs,  that  is  to  sei/n,  that  is  acordinge  to 
hir  nature  in  conservacioun  of  hir  hehige 
and  enduringe  ?  For  wher-for  elles  bereth 
lightnesse  the  fiaumbes  uji,  and  the 
weighte  pressc-th  the  ertlie  a-doun,  Ijut 
for  as  moche  as  thilke  places  and  thilke 

150  moevinges  ben  covenable  to  everich  of 
hem?  And  forsothe  everything  Itepoth 
thilke  that  is  acordinge  and  propre  to 
hini,  right  as  thinges  that  ben  contraries 
and  cncmys  corompeu  heni.    And  yit  the 

155  harde  thinges,  as  stones,  clyven  and 
holden  hir  parties  to-gider  right  faste  and 
harde,  and  deflfendon  hem  in  withstond- 
inge  that  they  no  doparte  nat  lightly 
a-twinuc.      And    the  thinges  that    ben 

i^u  softe  and  fletinge,  as  is  water  and  ejT, 
they  departen  lightly,  and  yeven  place 
to  hem  that  breken  or  devydeu  heui  ; 
but  natheles,  they  retornen  sone  ayein 
in-to  the  sam.e  thinges  fro  whennes  they 

1^15  ben  arraced.  But  iyv  fleeth  and  refuseth 
al  dovisioun.  Ne  1  ne  trete  nat  heer 
now  of  wilful  moevinges  of  the  sowle 
that  is  knowinge,  but  of  the  naturel 
entencioun  of  thinges,  as  thus :  right  as 

170  we  swolwe  the  meto  that  we  receiven  and 
no  thinkc  nat  on  it,  and  as  we  drawen 
our  brceth  in  slepinge  that  we  wite  it 
nat  wh^-le  we  slepen.  For  certes,  in  the 
beestes,  the  love  of  hir  livinges  ne  of  hir 

i;5  beinges  no  comth  nat  of  the  wiluinges 
of  the  sowle,  but  of  the  biginniuges  of 
nature.  For  certes,  thorugh  coustrein- 
inge  causes,  wil  desireth  and  embraceth 


ful  ofte    tj-me    the    deeth    that    nature 
drodeth ;    that    is   to    seyn   as   thvs :    that  180 
a  vmn  mat/   ben    constreyned  so,   bif  som 
cause,  that  his  ivil  desireth  and  taketh  the 
deeth  which  that  nature  hateth  and  dred- 
eth  fid  sore.      And  somtj-me   we    seeth 
the  contrarye,  as  thus  :   that  the  wil  of  1S5 
a  wight  destorbeth  and  constreyneth  that 
that  nature   desireth   and  requereth  al- 
wey,  that  is  to  seyn,  the  werk  of  genera- 
cioun, by  the  whiche  generacioun  onlj- 
dwelleth  and  is  sustened  the  long  dura-  190 
bletee  of  mortal  thinges.     And  thus  this 
charitee  and  this  love,  that  every  thing 
hath   to  him-self,  ne  comth  uat  of  the 
moevinge  of  the  sowle,  but  of  the  en- 
tencioun of  nature.     For  the  purviaunce  195 
of  god  hath  yevon  to  thinges  that  ben 
creat  of  him  this,  that  is  a  ful  gret  causo 
to  liven  and  to  duren  ;   for  which  they 
desiren  naturelly  hir  lyf  as  longe  as  ever 
they  mowen.     For  which  thou  mayst  nat  20c 
drede,    by    no    manere,    that    alle    the 
thinges  that  ben  anywhere,  that  they  ne 
requercu  naturellj'  the  fermo  stablenessc 
of   perdurable    dwellinge,   and    eek   the 
eschuinge  of  destruccioun.'     '  Now  con-  205 
fesse  I  wel,'  quod  I,  'that  I  see  now  wel 
certeinly,  with-oute  doutes,  the  thinges 
that  whyloni  semcden  uncertain  to  me.' 

'  But,'  quod  she,  '  thilke  thing  that 
desireth  to  be  and  to  dwelleu  perdurably,  210 
he  desireth  to  beu  oon  ;  for  yif  that  that 
oon  were  destroj'cd,  certes,  beinge  uc 
shulde  ther  non  dwellen  to  no  wight.' 
'  That  is  sooth,'  quod  I. 

'  Thanne,'     quod     she,     'desiren    alle  ^15 
thinges  oon?'         '  I  assente,' quod  I. 

'  And  I  have  shewed,'  quod  she,  '  that 
thilke  same  oon  is  thilke  that  is  good?' 
'  Ye,  for  sothe,'  quod  I. 

'  Alle  thinges  thanne,'  quod  she,  '  re-  -'^d 
quiren  good  ;  and  thilke  good  thanne 
mayst  thou  descryven  right  thus  :  good 
is  thilke  thing  that  every  wight  desireth.' 
'  Ther  ue  may  be  thought,'  quod  I,  '  no 
more  A-erray  thing.  For  cither  alio  225 
thinges  ben  referred  and  brought  to 
nought,  and  flotcren  with-oute  govcrnour, 
despoiled  of  oon  as  of  hir  propre  heved  ; 
or  elles,  yif  ther  be  any  thing  to  wliich 
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»,lu  thai  alle  thinges  tenden  and  hytfn,  that 
thing  moste  ben  the  soverein  good  of  alle 
gix)dfs.' 

Thiuine  se.vde  slie  thus :  '  O  my  nory,' 
quod  slxe,  '  I  have  gret  gladnesso  of  theo  ; 

2,^5  for  tliou  hast  ficched  in  thjTi  herte  the 
niiddel  soothfastnesse,  that  is  to  seipn,  the 
prikke :  but  this  thing  hath  bon  des- 
covered  to  thee,  in  tliat  thou  seydest 
that  thou  -wistest  nat  a  litel  her-biforn.' 

S4<>  '  What  was  that?'  quod  I. 

'  That  thou  ne  wistest  nat,'  qnod  she, 
'  which  was  the  enile  of  thinges  ;  and 
certes,  that  is  the  thing  that  cverj*  wight 
ilesireth  ;  and  for  as  niochel  as  we  han 

245  gadered  and  comprehended  that  good  is 
thilke  thing  that  is  desired  of  alle,  thanne 
moten  we  nedes  confessen,  that  good  is 
the  fyu  of  alle  thinges. 

Metke  XI.     Quisquis  profunda  mente 
ueatigat  uenini, 

'\\1io-so  that   seketh  sooth  bj-  a.  deep 
thoght,  and  coveiteth  nat  to  ben  deceived 
by  no  mis-weyes,    lat    him    rollen    and 
trendcn  with-inne  him-sclf  the  light  of 
5  his  inward  sighte  ;   and  lat  him  gadere 
ayein,   encljiiinge  in-to    a  compas,    the 
_^     longe  moevinges  of  his   thoughtes  ;    and 
K    lat  him  techen  his  corage  that  he  hath 
enclosed  and  hid  in  his  tresors,  al  that 
10  he  coinpasseth  or  seketh  fro  with-oute. 
And  thanne  thilke  thinge,  that  the  blake 
cloude  of  errour  whylom  hadde  y-covered, 
shal  lighten  more  cleerly  thanne  Phebiis 
him-self  ne  shyueth.  Glosa.     Whoso 

15  v:ole  seken  the  deep  groundc  of  sooth  in  Jtiti 
thought,  and.  icol  nat  be  deceived  by  false 
2troposiciouns  that  goon  amis  fro  the  trouthe. 
lat  him  wel  examine  and  rolle  ivith-inne 
himself  the  nature  anrf  the  jiropretees  of  the 
thing:  and  lat  him  yit  eftsones  examine 
and  rollen  his  thoughtes  by  good  delityera- 
cioun,  or  that  lie  deme  ;  and  lat  hiin  techen 
his  soivle  that  it  hath,  by  nafttral  principles 
kimleliche  y-hid  icifh-in  if-self,  alle  the 
trouthe  the  tchiche  he  imagineth  to  ben  in 
thinges  tcith-oiite.  And  thanne  alle  the 
dfrfcnesse  of  his  misknoiuinge  shal  seme  more 
evidently  to  sighte  of  his   understondinge 
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thanne  the  aonne  ne  semeth  to  sighte  xoith- 
oute-forth.         For  certes  the  body,  bring-  ,v» 
inge  the  weighte  of  foryetinge,  ne  hath 
nat  chased  out  of  your  thoughte  al  the 
cleernesse  of  your  knmcinge  ;  for  certeinly 
the  seed  of  sooth  haldeth  and  clyveth 
with-in   your  corage,  and   it  is  awaked  35 
and  excj-ted  by  the   winde  and  by  the 
Wastes   of  doctrine.     For   wlierfor    elles 
demen  ye  of  your  owne  wil  the  rightes, 
whan  ye  ben  axed,  but-yif  so  were  that 
the   norisshinge  of  resoun   ne  livede  y-  4c 
plounged  in  the  depthe  of  your  herte  ? 
this  is  to  scyn,  lioic  sholden  men  demcn  the 
sooth  of  any  thing  that  tvere  axed,  yif  titer 
neia  a  rote  of  soothfastnesse  that  were  y- 
plounged  and  hid  in  nattirel  j>rinciples,  the  45 
u-hiche  soothfastnesse  lived  with-in  the  deep- 
nesse  of  the  thought.     And  yif  so  be  that 
the   Muse    and    the    doctrine    of    Plato 
singeth  sooth,  al  that  every  wight  lerneth, 
he   ne   doth    no-thing   elles   thanne  biit  5** 
recordeth,  as  men  recorden  thinges  that 
ben  foryeten.' 

Prose  XII.     Turn  ego,  Platoni,  inqiiam. 

Thanne  seide  I  thus  :  '  I  acorde  me 
gretly  to  Plato,  for  thou  remembrest 
and  recordest  me  thise  thinges  j'it  the 
secounde  tyme  ;  that  is  to  seyn,  first  whan 
I  loste  my  memorio  bj-  the  contagious  5 
conjunccioun  of  the  bodj-  with  the  sowle ; 
and  eftsones  afterward,  whan  I  loste  it, 
confounded  by  the  charge  and  by  the 
burdene  of  my  sorwe.' 

And  thanne  seide  she  thus  :  '  yif  thou  'o 
loke,'  quod  she,  '  first  the  thinges  that 
thou  hast  graunted,  it  ne  shal  nat  ben 
right  fer  that  thou  ne  shalt  remembren 
thilke  thing  that  thou  seydest  that  thou 
nistest  nat.'         '  Wliat  thing  V '  quod  I.      15 

'  Bj-  whiche  governement,'  quod  she, 
'  that  this  world  is  governed.'  '  Me 
remembreth  it  wel,'  quod  I ;  '  and  I  con- 
fesse  wel  that  I  ne  wiste  it  naught.  But 
al-be-it  so  that  I  see  now  from  a-fer  what  20 
thou  purijosest,  algateSi  I  desire  j'it  to 
herkene  it  of  thee  more  ple3'nly.' 

'  Thou    ne    wendest    nat,'    quod    she, 
'  a  litel    her-biforn,    that  men    sholden 
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*5  dome  that  this  world  nis  govenieii  by 
god."  '  Certes,'  qwod  I,  •  ne  yit  ne  doute 
I  it  nanght,  ne  I  nel  never  wene  that 
it  ■were  to  dout-e  ;  <u  icho  seith^  but  I  icot 
ictl  that  god  govfiiwih  thig   imrld ;    and 

30  T  shal  shortly  ausweren  thee  by  what 
res<>nns  I  am  brought  to  this.  This 
world,"  qnod  I,  '  of  so  mauye  dyverse  and 
contrarious  parties,  ne  mighte  never  han 
ben  assembletl  in  o  fomie,  bnt-yLf  ther 

?5  nere  oon  that  conjoigne^le  so  nianye  dy- 
verse thinges  :  and  the  same  dj-versitee 
of  hir  natures,  that  so  discorden  that 
oon  fro  that  other,  moste  departen  and 
Tinjoignen    the    thinges    that    ben  con- 

40  joigned,  yif  ther  ne  were  oon  that  con- 
tenedo  that  he  hath  conjoined  and  y- 
bonnde.  Ne  the  certein  ordre  of  nature 
ne  sholde  nat  bringe  forth  so  ordenee 
moevinges,     by    places,     by    tynies,    by 

45  doinges,  by  spaces,  by  qnalitees,  yif  ther 
ne  were  oon  that  were  ay  stedefast 
dwellinge,  that  ordeynede  and  disponede 
thise  dyversitees  of  moevinges.  And 
thiike  thing,  what-so-ever  it  be,  by  which 

50  that  alle  thinges  ben  y-maked  and  y-lad, 
I  clepe  him  •■  god  " ;  that  is  a  word  that 
is  used  to  alle  folk.' 

Thanne  seyde  she  :  '  sin  thou  felest 
thus  Thise  thinges,'  quod  she,  •  I  trowe 

55  that  I  have  litel  more  to  done  that  thou, 
mighty  of  welefulnesse,  hool  and  sounde, 
ne  see  eftsones  thy  contree.  But  lat  tts 
loken  the  thinges  that  we  han  purposed 
her-biforn.  Have  I  nat  noumbred  and 
seyd,'  quod  she,  '  that  suffisauuce  is  in 
blisftilnesse,  and  we  han  acorded  that 
god  is  thiike  same  blisfulnesse  ?'  '  Yis, 
forsothe,'  quod  I. 

'  And  that,  to  goveme  this  world,' 
'juod  she,  '  ne  shal  he  never  han  nede 
of  non  help  fro  with-oute  ?  For  elles, 
j-if  he  hadde  nede  of  any  help,  he  ne 
sholde  nat  have  no  fnl  suffisaunce  ? ' 
■  Yis,  thus  it  mot  ne<le3  be,'  quixl  I. 

ro  •  Thanne  ordeineth  he  by  him-self  al- 
one alle  thinges  ? '  quod  she.  •  That 
may  nat  be  deneyed,'  quod  I. 

'  And  I  have  shewed  that  god  is  the 
same  good  ? '         'It  remembretli  me  wel,' 
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*  Thanne  ordeineth  he  alle  thinges  by 
thiike  g<x>d,'  quod  she  :  •  sin  he,  which 
that  we  han  aconled  to  be  goo<.l,  govenieth 
alle  thinges  by  him-self;  and  he  is  as 
a  keye  and  a  stere  by  which  that  the  80 
edifice  of  this  world  is  y-kept  stable 
and  with-oute  coroumpinge.'  '  I  acorrle 
me  greetly,'  quod  I  ;  •  and  I  aperceivetle 
a  litel  her-bit"orn  that  thou  woldest  seye 
thus  ;  al-be-it  so  that  it  were  by  a  thinne  85 
snsiiecioun." 

'  I  trowe  it  wel,'  quo^l  she  ;  '  for.  as 
I  trowe,  thou  ledest  now  more  ententitly 
thyne  eyen  to  loken  tiie  verray  gixnles. 
But  natheles  the  thing  that  I  slial  telle  90 
thee  yit  ne  sheweth  nat  lasse  to  loken.' 
•  What  is  that  ?'  quod  I. 

'  So  as  men  trowen,'  quo<.l  she.  •  and 
that  rightfully,  that  god  goverueth  alle 
thinges  by  the  keye  of  his  goodnesse,  95 
and  alle  thise  same  thinges,  as  I  have 
taught  thee,  hasten  hem  by  naturel  eu- 
tencioun  to  comeu  to  good  :  ther  may  no 
man  douten  that  they  ne  be  governed 
voluntariely,  and  that  they  ne  converteu  100 
hem  of  hir  ownie  wil  to  the  wil  of  hir 
ordenour.  as  they  that  ben  acordinge  and 
enclyninge  to  hir  govemour  and  hir 
king.'  '  It  mot  nedes  be  so,'  quod  I  ; 
'  for  the  reaume  ne  sholde  nat  semen  105 
blisful  yif  ther  wore  a  yok  of  mis- 
drawinges  in  dj-verse  parties ;  ne  the 
savinge  of  obedient  thinges  ne  sholde  nat 
be.' 

'  Thanne   is   ther  nothing,'  quo<.l  she,  1 10 
'that  kepeth  his  nature,  that  enforceth 
him  to  goon  ayein  god  ? '         '  No,'  quoil  I. 

'  And  yif  that  any-thing  enforcede  him 
to  with-stonde  god,  mighte  it  avaHen  at 
the  laste  ayeius  him,  that  we  han 
granuted  to  ben  almighty  by  the  right 
of  blisfulnesse  ?'  '  Certes,'  quod  I,  '  al- 
outrely  it  ne  mighte  nat  availen  him.' 

'  Thanne  is  ther  no-tliing,'  quod  she, 
'  that  either  wole  or  may  with-stonden 
to  this  soverein  good  ?'  '  J  trowe  nat,' 
quod  I. 

'  Thanne  is  thiike  the  soverein  good,' 
quod  she,  '  that  alle  thinges  governeth 
strongly,   and    ordeyneth    hem    softely. 
Thanne   seyde    I    thus :    '  I   delyte  me, 
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quod  I,  '  nat  only  in  the  cndes  or  in  tht- 
somme  of  the  resonns  that  thou  hast 
concluded  and  proeved,  but  thilke  wordes 

I  ■'>  that  thou  nsest  delj'ten  me  moche  more  ; 
so,  at  the  laste,  fooles  that  sumtjone 
renden  ^ete  thinges  oughten  ben  a- 
shamed  of  hem-self ; '  that  is  to  seyn,  that 
u-e  fooles  that  reprehenden  tcikkedly  the 

135  thinijes  that  touchen  goddes  govemaunce, 
v:e  oughten  hen  ashamed  of  ortr-seJf :  as 
I,  that  seyde  that  god  refiiseth  only  the 
tverkes  of  men,  and  ne  entremeteth  nat  of 
hem. 

140  'Thou  hast  wel  herd,'  quod  she,  'the 
fables  of  the  poetes,  how  the  giaunts 
assaileden  the  hevene  tcith  the  goddes ; 
but  forsothe,  the  debonair  force  of  god 
deposede  hem,  as  it  was  worthy ;  that  is 

145  to  seyn,  destroyede  the  giaunts,  as  it  vas 
worthy.  But  wilt  thou  that  we  joiguen 
to-gider  thilke  same  resouns  ?  For  per- 
aventure,  of  swich  conjuncioun  may 
sterteu  up   som   fair   sparkle   of  sooth.' 

150  '  Do,'  quod  I,  '  as  thee  liste.' 

'  Wenest  thou,'  quod  she,  '  that  god  ne 
be  almighty?  No  man  is  in  doute  of  it.' 
'  Certes,'  quod  I,  '  no  wight  ne  douteth 
it,  yif  he  be  in  his  minde.' 

155  'But  he, 'quod  she,  'that  is  almighty, 
ther  nis  nothing  that  he  ne  may?' 
'  That  is  sooth,'  quod  I, 

'  May  god  don  j^el  ? '  quod  she.  '  Nay, 
forsothe,'  quod  I. 

160  '  Thanne  is  5'vel  nothing,'  quod  she, 
'  sin  that  he  ne  may  nat  don  j-\-el  that 
may  don  alle  thinges.'  '  Scomest  thou 
me  ? '  quod  I ;  '  oi-  elles  pleyest  thott  oi' 
deccivest  thou  vie,  that  hast  so  woven  me 

165  with  thy  resouns  the  hous  of  Dedalus, 
so  entrelaced  that  it  is  unable  to  be  un- 
laced ;  thou  that  other-whyle  entrest 
ther  thou  issest,  and  other-whyle  issest 
ther   thou  entrest,  ne  foldest  thou  nat 

170  to-gider,  by  repUcacioun  of  wordes,  amaner 
wonderful  cercle  or  environinge  of  the 
simplicitee  de^■yne?  For  certes,  a  litel 
her-bifom,  whan  thou  bigunne  at  blisful- 
nesse,   thou  seydest   that   it  is  soverein 

*75  good  ;  and  seydest  that  it  is  set  in  soverein 
god  ;  and  seydest  that  god  him-self  is 
soverein  g<x>d  ;  and  that  god  is  the  fulle 


blisfnlnesse  ;  for  which  thou  yave  me  as 
a  covenable  yift,  that  is  to  s^yn,  that  no 
wight  nis  blisful  bnt-yif  he  be  gfxi  also  180 
ther-with.      And   seidest    eek,   that    the 
forme  of  good  is  the  substaunce  of  god 
and   of  blisfnlnesse;    and   seidest,    that 
thilke   same   oon   is   thilke    same   good, 
that  is  requered  and  desired  of  alle  the  185 
kinde  of  thinges.     And  thou  proevedest, 
in  disputinge,  that  god  govemeth  all  the 
thinges  of  the  world  by  the  governements 
of  bountee,  and  seydest,  that  al\e  thinges 
wolen  obeyen  to  him  ;  and  seydest,  that  190 
the  nature  of  y\el  nis   no-thing.     And 
thise  thinges  ne  shewedest  thou  nat  with 
none  resouns  3"-taken  fro  with-oute,  biat 
byproeves/ncercZ^aandhoomlich  knowen ; 
the  whiche  proeves  drawen  to  hem-self  195 
hir  feith  and  hir  acord,  everich  of  hem 
of  other.' 

Thanne  seyde  she  thus  :  '  I  ne  scome 
thee  nat,  ne  pleye,  ne  deceive  thee ;  but 
I  have  shewed  thee  the  thing  that  is  -00 
grettcst  over  alle  thinges  by  the  j-ift  of 
god,  that  we  whylom  i)reyeden.  For  this 
is  the  forme  of  the  de\-yne  substaunce, 
that  is  swich  that  it  ne  slydeth  nat  in-to 
outterest  foreine  thinges,  ne  ne  receiveth  205 
no  straunge  thinges  in  him  ;  but  right 
as  Parmenides  seyde  in  Greek  of  thilke 
devyne  substaunce  ;  he  seyde  thus  :  that 
"thilke  de\-yne  substaunce  tometh  the 
world  and  the  moevable  cercle  of  thinges,  210 
whyl  thilke  devj-ne  substaunce  kepeth 
it-self  with-oute  moevinge;"  that  is  to 
seyn,  that  it  ne  moeveth  never-mo,  and  yit  it 
moeveth  alle  othre  thinges.  But  natheles, 
j-if  I  have  stired  resouns  that  ue  ben  nat  215 
taken  fi-o  with-ovite  the  comjias  of  thing 
of  which  we  treten,  but  resouns  that  ben 
bistowed  with-in  that  compas,  ther  nis 
nat  why  that  thou  sholdest  mer\-eilen  ; 
sin  thou  hast  lerned  by  the  sentence  of  22U 
Plato,  that  "  nedes  the  wordes  moten  be 
cosines  to  the  thinges  of  which  they 
speken." 

Metre  XII.     Felix,  qui  jwtuit  boni. 

Blisful  is  that  man  that  may  seen  the 
clere  welle   of  good ;    blisful  is  he  that 
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may  imbiuden  biui  fro  the  bondes  of  tlio 
lievy  erthc.  The  poete  of  Trace,  Orpheus, 
5  that  whylom  hadde  right  greet  sorwe 
for  the  deeth  of  liis  ^vyf,  after  that  he 
hadde  iiiaked,  by  his  weeply  songes,  the 
vrodes,  moevable,  to  rennen  ;  and  hadde 
maked  tlie  riveres  to  stonden  stiUe  ;  and 

lo  hadde  niakcd  the  hertes  and  the  hindes 
to  joignen,  dredeles,  hir  sydeg  to  cruel 
lyoTins,  for  to  lierknen  his  songe ;  and 
hadde  maked  that  the  hare  was  nat  agast 
of  the  hounde,  which  that  was  plesed  by 

'5  his  songe  :  so,  whan  the  moste  ardaunt 
love  of  his  wif  brende  the  entrailes  of  his 
brest,  ne  the  songes  that  hadden  over- 
comcn  alle  thinges  ne  niighten  nat  as- 
swagen    hir   lord    Orpheus,   he   pleynede 

2o  him  of  the  hevene  goddes  that  weren 
cruel  to  him  ;  he  wente  him.  to  the  houses 
of  belle.  And  there  he  temprede  hise 
blaundisshinge  songes  by  resowninge 
strenges,  and  spak  and  song  in  wepinge 

25  al  that  ever  he  hadde  received  and  laved 
out  of  the  noble  welles  of  his  moder 
Calliope  the  goddesse  ;  and  he  song  with 
as  mochel  as  he  mighte  of  wepinge,  and 
with  as  moche  as  love,  that  doublede  his 

30  sorwe,  mighte  yeve  him  and  techen  him  ; 
and  he  commoevede  the  helle,  and  re- 
querede  and  bisoughte  by  swete  preyere 
the  lordes  of  sowles  in  helle,  of  relesinge  ; 
that  is  to  seyn,  to  yilden  him  his  v:yf. 

35  Cerberus,  the  porter  of  helle,  with  his 
three  hevedes,  was  caught  and  al  abayst 
for  the  newe  song  ;  and  the  three  god- 
desses, Furies,  and  vcngeresses  of  felonyes, 
that  tormenten  and  agasten  the  sowles  j 

40  by  anoy,   woxen  sorwful  and  sory,  and  ' 


wepen  teres  for  pitee.  Tho  ne  was  nat 
the  lieved  of  Ixion  y-tormentcd  by  tho 
overthrowinge  wheel ;  and  Tantalus,  that 
was  destroyed  by  the  woodnesse  of  longo 
thurst,  despyseth  the  flodes  to  drinke  ;  45 
the  fowl  that  highte  voltor,  that  etetli 
the  stomak  or  the  giser  of  Titjiis,  is  so 
fulfild  of  his  song  that  it  nil  eten  ne 
tyren  no  more.  At  the  laste  the  lord 
and  juge  of  sowles  was  moeved  to  iniseri-  50 
cordes  and  cryde,  "we  ben  overcomen," 
quod  he;  "  yive  we  to  Orpheus  his  wyf 
to  here  him  companye  ;  he  hath  wel  y- 
bought  hir  by  his  song  and  his  ditee ; 
but  we  wol  putte  ^  lawe  in  this,  and  55 
coveuaunt  in  the  yifte  :  that  is  to  seyn, 
that,  til  he  be  out  of  helle,  yif  he  loko 
behinde  him,  that  his  wyf  shal  conien 
ayein  unto  us."  But  what  is  he  that 
may  yive  a  lawe  to  loveres?  Love  is  60 
a  gretter  lawe  and  a  strenger  to  him-self 
than  any  laive  that  men  may  yeven.  Alias  ! 
whan  Orpheus  and  his  wyf  weren  almost 
at  the  termes  of  the  night,  that  is  to  seyn, 
at  the  laste  houndes  of  helle,  Orpheus  65 
lokede  abakward  on  Eurydice  his  wyf, 
and  loste  hir,  and  was  deed. 

This  fable  aperteineth  to  yow  alle,  who- 
so-ever  desircth  or  seketh  to  lede  his 
thought  in-to  the  soverein  day,  that  is  to  70 
seyn,  to  cleernesse  of  soverein  good.  For 
who-so  that  ever  be  so  overcomen  That 
he  ficche  his  cyen  into  the  putte  of  lioUe, 
tJiat  is  to  seyn,  tcho-so  sette  his  thoughtes  in 
ertluily  thinges,  al  that  ever  he  liath  75 
drawen  of  the  noljle  good  celestial,  ho 
leseth  it  whan  he  loketh  the  belles,'  that 
is  to  seyn,  in-to  loice  thinges  of  the  erthe 
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Prose  I.    JTec  cum  Philosophia,  diynitate 
vultus. 

WiiAN  Philosophye  hadde  songensoftely 
and  ilolitably  the  forseide  thinges,  kepinge 
the  dignitee  of  hir  chere  and  the  weighte 
of  hir  wordes,  I  thanne,  that  ne  hadde 


nat  al-outerly  foryeten  the  wepinge  and  5 
the  monrninge  that  was  set  in  nij-u 
herte,  forbrak  the  entencioun  of  hir  that 
entendedo  yit  to  seyn  some  othi^  thinges. 
'  O,'  quod  I,  '  thou  that  art  gyderesse  of 
verrey  light ;  the  thinges  that  thou  hast  iq 
seid  me  hider-to  ben  so  clere  to  wie  and 
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so  shewijiRe  by  the  devyno  lookingo  of 
hem,  and  by  thy  resoixns,  that  they  ne 
mowcn  bon  overcomen.  Ami  tliilkc 
thinges  that  thou  toldest  mo,  al-bc-it  so 
that  I  haddo  wliyloni  foryeten  hem,  for 
the  sorwo  of  the  wrong  that  hath  ben 
don  to  mo,  yit  nathelos  they  no  weren 
nat  al-ontroly  nnknowen  to  me.  But  tliis 
same  is,  namely,  a  right  greet  cause  of 
my  sorwc,  so  as  the  govcniour  of  tliinges 
is  goml,  yif  tliat  yveh^s  mowen  ben  by 
any  weycs  ;  or  elles  yif  that  yveles  passeii 
with-owte  pnnisshinge.  Tlie  whichc  thing 
only,  how  worthy  it  is  to  ben  wondred 
up-on,  thou  considercst  it  wel  tliy-self 
certeinly.  But  yit  to  this  tiling  ther  is 
yit  another  thing  y-joigned,  more  to  ben 
wondre<l  mvon.  For  felonyo  is  emperesse, 
and  floureth  fitl  of  ricliesses ;  and  vertu 
nis  nat  al-only  with-oute  modes,  bvit  it 
is  cast  under  and  fortroden  under  the 
foot  of  felonous  folk  ;  and  it  abyeth  the 
torments  in  stede  of  wikkedo  felounes. 
Of  alle  whicho  thinges  ther  nis  no  wight 
that  may  merveylen  y-nougli,  ne  com- 
pleine,  that  swiche  thinges  ben  doon  in 
the  regno  of  god,  that  alio  thinges  woot 
and  alle  thinges  may,  and  ne  wole  nat 
but  only  gode  thinges.' 

Thanne  seyde  she  thus  :  _'  Cortes,'  qnod 
slio,  '  that  were  a  greet  merveyle,  ami  an 
onbasshingo  with-onten  endo,  and  wel 
more  horrible  than  alle  monstres,  yif  it 
were  as  thou  wonest;  that  is  to  seyn.  tliat 
in  the  right  ordenee  hous  of  so  mocliel 
a  fader  and  an  ordenour  of  meynee,  tliat 
the  vesselcs  that  ben  foulo  and  vylo 
sholden  ben  honoured  and  heried,  and 
the  precious  vesseles  sholden  ben  de- 
fouled  and  vyle  ;  but  it  nis  nat  so.  For 
yif  tho  thinges  that  I  have  concluded 
ai.litel  her-biforn  ben  kept  hole  and  un- 
raced,  thou  shalt  wel  knowe  by  the 
autoritee  of  god,  of  tho  whos  regno 
I  spoke,  that  certes  the  gode  folk  ben 
alwey  mighty,  and  shrewes  ben  alwey 
out-cast  and  feble ;  ne  the  vjxes  ne  ben 
never-mo  with-oute  peyne,  ne  the  vertues 
ne  ben  nat  with-oute  mode ;  and  that 
blisfulnesses  comen  alwey  to  goode  folk, 
and   infortune   comth  »lwey  to  wikked 


folk.  And  thou  shalt  wel  knowe  many 
thinges  of  this  kindo,  that  shollen  cesen 
thy  pleintes,  and  strengthen  thee  with  (>$ 
stedofast  sadnesse.  And  for  thou  hast 
seyn  the  forme  of  the  verray  blisfulnesso 
by  me,  that  have  whyloni  showed  it  thee, 
and  thou  hast  knowen  in  whom  blisful- 
nesso is  j'-sct,  alio  thinges  y-troted  that  70 
I  trowe  ben  nccessario  to  putten  fortli, 
I  shal  shewe  thee  tho  wcy  that  shal 
bringen  thee  ayein  un-to  tliyn  hous. 
And  I  shal  ficchen  fetlieres  in  thy  thought, 
by  whiche  it  may  arysen  in  hoighte,  so  75 
tliat,  alle  tribulacioun  y-don  awey,  thou, 
by  my  gydinge  and  by  my  path  and  by 
my  sledes,  shalt  mowe  retornc  liool  and 
soun<l  in-to  thy  contrce. 

Metrt;  I.     Stmt  etenim  pennae  votiicred 
mihi, 

I  have,  forsothe,  swifte  fetheres  that 
surmounten  the  heighte  of  hevene.  Whan 
the  swifte  thought  hatli  clothed  it-self  in 
tho  fetheres,  it  despyseth  the  hateful 
erthes,  and  sui'moiinteth  the  roundnesse  5 
of  the  grete  ayr  ;  and  it  seeth  the  cloudes 
behindc  his  bak  ;  and  passeth  the  heighte 
of  the  region  of  the  fyr,  that  eschaufeth 
by  the  swifte  moevinge  of  the  firmament, 
til  that  ho  areysetli  hini  in-to  the  houses  10 
that  bereu  the  sterres,  and  joyneth  his 
weyes  with  the  sonno  Phcbns,  and  felaw- 
shipeth  the  wey  of  the  oldo  culde  Satur- 
nus  ;  and  he  y-maked  a  knight  of  tlio 
clore  sterre  ;  that  is  to  seyn,  that  the  15 
thought  is  inaked  f/oddcs  knight  bij  the 
sekinge  of  trotdhe  to  comen  to  the  verray 
knowleche  of  god.  And  thilke  thoghfc 
renneth  by  tho  cercle  of  the  sterres,  in 
alle  places  thor-as  the  shyninge  night  is  20 
peinted  ;  that  is  to  seyn,  the  night  that  is 
cloudeles ;  for  on  nightes  that  hen  cloudelea 
it  semeih  as  the  hecene  were  peinted  irith 
dyijerse  images  of  sterres.  And  whanne 
he  hath  y-doon  ther  y-nough,  he  shal  25 
forleten  the  laste  hevene,  and  he  shal 
pressen  and  wenden  on  tho  bak  of  the 
swifte  tirmament,  and  he  shal  ben  maked 
parfit  of  the  worshipful  light  of  god. 
'flier  halt  the  lord  of  kinges  the  ceptre  30 
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of  his  might,  and  atempreth  the  governe- 
nients  of  the  world,  and  the  shyninge 
juge  of  thinges,  stahle  in  him-self,  govcr- 
neth  the  swifte  cart  or  wayn,  that  is  to 

?5  seyn,  the  circuler  moevinge  of  the  sonne. 
And  ylf  thy  wey  ledeth  thee  ayein  so 
that  thou  be  brought  thider,  thanne 
volt  thoiT  seye  now  that  that  is  the 
contree  that  ih.o\\  requerest,   of  -which 

40  thou  ne  haddest  no  minde  :  "but  now  it 
remembreth  me  wel,  heer  was  I  born, 
heer  wol  I  fastne  my  degree,  heer  wole 
I  dwelle."  But  yif  thee  lyketh  thanne 
to  loken  on  the  derknesse  of  the  crthe 

45  that  thou  hast  forleten,  thanne  shalt 
thou  seen  that  thise  felonous  tyrannts, 
that  the  wrecchede  peple  dredeth,  now 
shollen  ben  exyled  fro  thilke  fayre  con- 
tree.' 

Prose  II.     Turn  ego,  Papae,  xnquam. 

'Hian  seyde  I  thus  :  '  owh  !  I  wondre  me 
that  thou  bihetest  me  so  grete  thinges ; 
ne  I  ne  doute  nat  tliat  thou  ne  mayst 
wel  performe  that   thoii  bihetest.     But 

5  I  preye  thee  only  this,  that  thoii  ne 
tarye  nat  to  telle  me  thilke  thinges  that 
thou  hast  moeved.' 

'  First,'  quod  she,  '  thou  most  nedes 
knowen,    that    goode    folk    ben    alwey 

10  stronge  and  mighty,  and  the  shrewes 
ben  feble  and  desert  and  naked  of  alle 
strengthes.  And  of  thise  thinges,  certes, 
everich  of  hem  is  declared  and  shewed 
by  other.     For  so  as  good  and  yvel  ben 

15  two  contraries,  yif  so  be  that  good  be 
stedefast,  than  sheweth  the  feblesse  of 
j'V-el  al  openly ;  and  yif  thou  knowe 
cleerly  the  frelenesse  of  yvel,  the  stede- 
fastnesse  of  good  is  knowen.     But  for  as 

20  moche  as  the  fey  of  my  sentence  shal 
be  the  more  ferine  and  haboundaunt, 
I  will  gon  by  that  00  wey  and  by  that 
other  ;  and  I  wole  conferme  the  thinges 
that  Vxn  purposed,  now  on  this  syde  and 

25  now  on  that  syde.  Two  thinges  ther  ben 
in  whichc  the  effect  of  alle  the  dedes  of 
mankinde  Btandeth,  that  is  to  seyn,  wil 
and  power  ;  and  yif  that  oon  of  thise  two 
fayleth,   ther  nis  nothing  that  may  be 


don.  For  yif  that  Avil  lakketh,  ther  nis  50 
no  wight  that  tindertaketh  to  don  that 
he  wol  nat  don  ;  and  yif  power  fayleth, 
the  wil  nis  but  in  ydel  and  stant  for 
naught.  And  ther-of  cometh  it,  that  yif 
thou  see  a  wight  that  wolde  geten  that  35 
he  may  nat  geten,  thou  mayet  nat  douten 
that  power  ne  fayleth  him  to  haven  that 
he  wolde.'  'This  is  open  and  cleer,' 
quod  I ;  '  ne  it  may  nat  beb  deneyed  in 
no  manere.'  40 

'  And  yif  thou  see  a  wight,'  quod  she, 
'  that  hath  doon  that  he  wolde  doon, 
thou  uilt  nat  douten  that  he  ne  hath 
had  power  to  don  it  ?  '        '  No,'  quod  I. 

'  And  in  that  that  every  wight  maj',  45 
in  that  men  may  holden  him  mighty  ; 
as  ivho  seyth,  in  so  moche  as  man  is  jnighti/ 
to  don  a  thing,  in  so  mochel  men  halt  hiui 
mighty ;  and  in  that  that  he  ne  may,  in 
that  men  demeii  him  to  be  feble.'  '  I  50 
confesse  it  wel,'  quod  I. 

'  Kemembreth  thee,'  quod  she,  '  that 
I  have  gadered  and  shewed  by  forseyde 
resouns  that  al  the  entencioun  of  the  wil 
of  mankinde,  which  that  is  lad  by  d.yverse  55 
studies,  hasteth  to  comen  to  blisfulnesse  ?  ' 
'  It  remembreth  me  wel,'  quod  I,  '  that  it 
hath  ben  shewed.' 

'  And  recoaleth  thee  nat  thanne,'  quod 
she,  '  that  blisfulnesse  is  thilke  same  good  Co 
that  men  requeren  ;  so  that,  whan  that 
blisfulnesse  is  requered  of  alle,  that  good 
also  is  requered  and  desired  of  alle?' 
'  It  ne  recordeth  me  nat,'  quod  I  ;  '  for 
I  have  it  gretly  alwey  ficched  in  my  65 
memorie.' 

'Alle  folk  thanne,'  quod  she,  'goode 
and  cek  badde,  cnforcen  hem  with-oiite 
difference  of  entencioun  to  comen  to 
good  ? '  '  This    is    a    verray    conse-  70 

quence,'  quod  I. 

'  And  certein  is,'  quod  she,  '  that  by  the 
getinge  of  good  ben  men  y-maked  goode':" 
'  This  is  certein,'  quod  I. 

'  Tlianne  geten   goode  men  that  thej-  •;$ 
desiren  ? '         '  So  semeth  it,'  quod  I. 

'  But  wikkede  folk,'  quod  she,  '  yif  they 
geten  the  good  that  they  desiren,  they  no 
mowe  nat  be  wikkede  ?  '  '  So  is  it,' 
quod  I.  •  ^'^ 
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'  Timnue,    so   «3    that    oon    and   that 

other,'  qxiod  she,  '  desiren  good  ;  and  tlio 

goode  folk  getcn  good,  and  nat  tlie  wikke 

folk ;  thanno  nis  it  no  doute   that  the 

S5  goode  folk  ne  ben  mighty  and  the  w-ik- 

'  kede  folk  Len  feMe  ?  '         '  Wlio-so  that 

ever,"   quod   I,    '  doirteth   of  this,  he  ne 

may  nat  considere  the  nature  of  thinges 

ne  the  consequence  of  resouns." 

(K>      And  over  this  quod  she,  '  Yif  that  ther 

he  two  thiuges  that  han  00  same  iiurpose 

by  kinde,  and  that  oon  of  hem  pursueth 

and  parformeth  thilko  same   thing    by 

naturel  office,  and  that  other  ne  may  nat 

05  doon  thilke  uaturel  office,  bi^t  folweth,  by 

other  mancre   thannc  is   convenable  to 

nature,  hiin  that  acomplisshcth  his  jmr- 

pos  kindely,  and  jit  he  ne  acomplissheth 

nat  his  owne  purpos :  whether  of  thise 

100  two  demestow  for  more  mighty  ?  '       '  Yif 

that  I  conjecte,'  quod  I,  '  that  thou  wolt 

seye,   algates  yit   I  desire  to  herkne  it 

more  plejTily  of  thee.' 

'  Thou  wilt  nat  tlianne  denej-e,'  quod 

105  she,  '  that  the  moevoment  of  goinge  nis  in 

men  by  kinde  ?  '       '  No,  forsothe,'  quod  I. 

'  Ne   thou   ne  doutest  nat,'  quod  she, 

'  that  thilke  natnrel  office  of  goinge   ne 

be  the  office  of  feet  ?  '         '  I  ne  doute  it 

110  nat,'  quod  I. 

'  Thannc,' quod  she,  'yif  that  a  wight 
be  mighty  to  moeve  and  goth  upon  his 
feet,  and  another,  to  whom  thilke  uaturel 
office  of  feet  lakketli,  enforceth  him  to 
115  gon  crepinge  iip-ou  his  handes  :  whichc 
cif  thise  two  oughte  to  ben  holden  the 
more  mighty  by  right  ?  '  '  Knit  forth 
the  remeuaiint,'  quod  I ;  '  for  no-wight  ne 
(louteth  that  he  that  may  gon  by  naturel 
no  office  of  feet  ne  be  more  mighty  than  he 
that  ne  niay  nat.' 

'But  the  soverein  good,'  quod  she, 
'  that  is  eveneliche  purjjosed  to  the  gode 
folk  and  to  badde,  the  gode  folk  seken  it 
125  by  naturel  office  of  vertues,  and  the 
shrewes  enforcen  hem  to  geten  it  by 
d.\"\'erse  coveityse  o/erthely  thinges,  whick 
that  nis  no  naturel  office  to  getcn  thilke 
same  soverein  good.  Trowestow  that  it 
130  be  an\-  other  wyse  ?  '  '  Nay,'  quod  I  ; 
'  for  the  consequence  is  open  and  shew- 


inge  of  thinges  that  I  have  graiuited  : 
that  nedes  gode  folk  motcii'  lien  mighty, 
and  shrewes  feeble  and  immighty.' 

'  Thou  rennest  a-right  biforn  me,"  quoil 
she,  '  and  this  is  the  jugement ;  ihat  is  to 
gcyn,  I  jiif/e  0/  thee  right  ns  thise  leches 
ben   wont  to  hopen  of  Sjjke  folic,  u-hav 
they  (iperceyven  that  nature  is  redressed 
and  withstondeth  to  the  maladye.     Btit. 
for  I  see  thee  now  al  redy  to  the  nnder- 
stondinge,  I  shal  shewe  thee  more  thikke 
and  continuel  resouns.   For  loke  now  how 
greetly    sheweth    the    feblesse    and    in- 
firmitee  of  wikkede  folk,  that  ne  mowen 
nat  comen  to  that  hir  naturel  entencionn 
ledeth  hem,  and  yit  almost  thUke  naturel 
entencionn  constreineth  hem.     And  what 
were  to  clemen  thanne  of  shreices,  yif  thilke 
naturel  help  hadde  forleten    hem,   the 
which  naturel    help   of  intenciotm    goth 
awey  biforn  heni,  and  is  so  greet  that 
xinnethe  it  may  ben  overcome  ?    Consider 
thanne  how  greet  defaute  of  power  and 
^liow  greet  feblesse  ther  is  in  wikkede 
felonousfolk  ;  asicho  seyth.  the  gretter  thing 
that  is  coveited  a->td  the   desire  nat  acom- 
2>liitshed,    of  the    lasse  might    is    he   that 
coveiteth  it  and  may  nat  aco}n2)lisshe.    And 
foHhy   Philosophic  seyth  thus  by  soverein 
good  :  No  shrewes  ne  requeren  nat  lighte 
raedes  ne  veyne  games,  whiche  they  ne 
may  folwen  ne  liolden  ;  but  they  fallen  of 
thilke    somme    and    of   the    heighte  of 
thinges,  that  is  to  seyn,  soverein  good  ;  ne 
thise  ■wrecches  ne  comen  nat  to  the  effect 
of  sot^ei-ein  good,  the  which  they  enforcen 
hem  only  to  geten,  by  night es  and  by 
dayes  ;  in  the  getinge  of  which  good  the 
strengthe  of  good  folk  is  ful  wel  y-sene. 
For  right  so  as  thou  mightest  demon  him 
mighty  of  goinge,  that  gooth  on  his  feet 
til  he  mighte  come  to  thilke  place,- fro  the 
whiche  place  ther  ne  laye  no  wey  forther 
to  ben  gon  ;   right  so  most  thou  nedes 
demen  him  for  right  mighty,  that  geteth 
and  ateyneth  to  the  ende  of  alle  thinges 
that  ben  t  o  desire,  biyonde  the  whiche  ende 
ther  nis  nothing  to  desire.     Of  the  which 
power  of  good  folk  men  may  conclude,  that 
the  wikked  men  semen  to  be  bareine  and 
naked  of  alle   strengthe.     For-why  for- 
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leten  they  vei-tues  and  folwen  %'yces? 
Nis  it  nat  for  that  they  no  knowen  nat 

185  the  goodes  ?  Bnt  what  thing  is  more  feble 
and  more  eaitifthanne  is  the  blindnesso 
of  ignoranncc  ?  Or  elles  they  knowen  ful 
wel  whiche  tliinges  that  they  oughten 
folwe,  but  lechoryo  and  coveityse  over- 

190  throwcth  hcni  mistorneil ;  and  certes,  so 
doth  disteniperaiinco  to  feblo  men,  that 
ne  mowen  nat  wrastlen  ayeins  the  vyceB. 
Ne  knowen  they  nat  thanne  wel  that  they 
forleten  the  good  wilfnlly,  and  tomen 

195  hem  wilfully  to  vj-ccs  ?  And  in  this  wyso 
they  ne  forleten  nat  only  to  ben  mighty, 
but  they  forleten  al-outrely  in  any  wyso 
for  to  ben.  For  they  that  forleten  the 
oomune  fyn  of  alle  tliinges  that  ben,  they 

200  forleten  also  therwith-al  for  to  ben.  And 
pcr-aventure  it  sholde  semen  to  som  folk 
that  this  were  a  merveile  to  seyen  :  that 
shrewes,  whiche  that  contienen  the  more 
partye  of  men,  ne  ben  n.it  ne  han   no 

205  lioingo  ;  but  nathelcs,  it  is  so,  anil  thus 
stant  this  thing.  For  they  tliat  ben 
shrewes,  I  deneye  nat  that  they  ben 
shrewes  ;  but  I  deneye,  and  seyo  simplely 
and  pleinly,  that  they  ne  ben  nat,  ne  ban 

210  no  beinge.  For  right  as  thou  niightest 
seyen  of  the  carayne  of  a  man,  that  it 
were  a  deed  man,  but  thou  ne  mightest 
nat  simplely  calleu  it  a  man  ;  so  graunto 
I  wel  forsothe,  that  vicious  folk  ben  wik- 

215  ked,  but  I  nemay  nat  graunten  absolutly 
and  simplely  that  they  ben.  For  thilke 
thing  that  with-holdeth  ordre  and  kepeth 
nature,  thilke  thing  is  and  bath  beinge  ; 
but  what  thing  that  failetii  of  that,  that 

220  is  to  seyn,  that  he  foi-letcth  naturel  ordre, 
he  forletetli  tliilke  thing  that  is  set  in  his 
nature.  But  thou  wolt  seyn,  that  shrewes 
mowen.  Certes,  tl)at  no  deneye  I  nat ; 
but  certes,  hir  power  no  descendeth  nat 

22$  of  strengthe,  but  of  feblcsse.  For  they 
mowen  don  w^ikkednesses ;  the  whicho 
they  ne  mighto  nat  don,  yif  they  mighten 
dwellen  in  the  forme  and  in  the  doingo  of 
good  folk.    Anil  tlxilke  power  showeth  ful 

330  evidently  that  they  no  mowen  right 
naught.  For  so  as  I  have  gadered  and 
proeved  a  litel  her-bifom,  that  yvol  is 
naught ;  and  so  as  shrewes  mowen  only 


but  shrewednesses,  this  conclusioun  is 
al  cleer,  that  shrewes  ne  mowen  right  -'35 
naught,  ne  han  no  power.  And  for  as 
moche  as  tliou  und«rstonde  which  is  the 
strengthe  of  this  power  of  shrewes,  I  have 
definisshed  a  litel  her-bifom,  thatnotlnng 
is  so  miglity  as  soverein  good.'  '  That  340 
is  sooth,'  quod  I. 

'Ami  thilke  same  soverein  good  may 
don  non  yvel  ?  '         '  Certes,  no,'  quod  T. 

'  Is  ther  any  wight  thanne,'  quod  she, 
'  that  weneth  that  men  mowen  doon  alle  -'45 
thinges?'         'No  man,' quod  I,  '  but-yif 
he  be  out  of  his  wittc.' 

'  But,  certes,  shrewes  mowen  don  yvel,' 
quod  she.  '  Ye,  woldo  god,'  quod  I, 
'  that  they  mighten  don  non  !'  250 

'  Thanne,'  quod  she,  '  so  as  he  that  is 
mighty  to  doon  only  but  goodo  thinges 
may  don  alle  thinges  ;  and  they  that  ben 
mighty  to  don  yvelo  thinges  ne  mowen 
nat  alle  thinges  :  thanne  is  it  open  thing  2^^ 
and  manifest,  that  they  that  mowen  don 
yvel  ben  of  lasso  power.  And  yit,  to  proevit 
this  conclusioun,  ther  helpeth  me  this,  tliat 
I  have  y-shewed  her-bifom,  that  alio 
power  is  to  bo  noumbred  among  thinges  -'^<J 
that  men  oughten  rcquere.  And  I  liave 
shewed  that  alio  thinges,  that  oughten 
ben  desired,  ben  referred  to  good,  right  as 
to  a  manor  heighte  of  hir  nature.  But  for 
to  mowen  don  yvel  and  felonyo  no  may  265 
nat  ben  referred  to  good.  Thanne  nis  nat 
yvel  of  the  noumbir  of  thinges  that 
oughte  ben  desire<l.  But  alio  power 
oughte  ben  desired  and  requered.  Than 
is  it  open  i^nd  cleer  that  the  power  ne  the  2-0 
mowinge  of  .shrewes  nis  no  power  ;  and  of 
alio  thise  thinges  it  shewcth  wel,  that  the 
goode  folke  ben  certeinly  mighty,  and  tlio 
slirewes  douteles  ben  unmighty.  And  it 
is  cleer  and  open  that  thilko  opinioun  of  275 
Plato  is  veiTay  and  sooth,  that  seith,  that 
only  wyse  men  may  doon  that  tliey 
desiren ;  and  shrewes  mowen  hannten 
that  hem  lyketh,  but  that  they  desiren, 
that  is  to  seyn,  to  comen  to  sovereign  'jood,  280 
tliey  no  han  no  jjower  to  acomplisshen 
that.  For  shrewes  don  that  hem  list, 
whan,  by  tho  thinges  in  which  they 
del3i:en,  they  wenen  to  ateino  to  thilko 
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285  good  that  they  desircn  ;  hut  they  ne  geten 
ne  atoineii  uat  thcr-to,  for  vyces  ne  comeii 
nat  to  blisliilnesse. 

Metrk  II.     Quos  uides  sedeve  celsos, 

"Who-so  tliat  the  covertoiires  of  hir 
veyne  apnrailes  mighte  stropen  of  thise 
pronde  kinges,  that  thoii  seest  sitten  on 
lieigh  ill  hir  chaires  gliteringe  in  shjminge 
5  pnrpre,  environnedwith  sorw-ful  arniiircs, 
manasinge  with  cmel  mouth,  hlowingo 
by  woodnesso  of  herte,  he  shuklo  seen 
thannc  that  thilke  lordes  heren  with-inne 
hir    corages    fnl    streite    cheines.      For 

10  lecherj-o  tormenteth  hem  in  that  oon 
sj-de  witli  gredy  venimg  ;  and  tnmblable 
ire,  that  araiseth  in  him  the  flodes  of 
troublingi'K,  tormenteth  tip-on  that  other 
syde  hir  thought ;  or  sorwe  lialt  hem  wci-y 

15  and  y-caught ;  or  slydinge  and  deceivingo 
hope  tiirmonteth  hem.  And  therfore,  sen 
thou  seest  oon  heed,  fhnt  is  to  ("'!/»,  oon 
tyraunt,  beren  so  manye  tyrannyes, 
thanne  ne  doth  thilke  tyraunt  nat  that 

20  he  desii-eth,  sin  he  is  cast  dovin  -with  so 
manye  wikkede  lordes ;  that  is  to  seyn, 
with  so  manye  vyces,  that  han  so  tcikkedly 
lordshijjes  over  him. 

Pkose  III.     Videsne  igitur  qtianto  in 
coeno. 

Seestow  nat  thanne  in  how  grete  filthe 
thise  shrewes  ben  y-wrapped,  and  with 
■which  cleemesse  thise  good  folk  shynen  ? 
In  this  sheweth  it  vrel,  that  to  goode  folk 
5  ne  lakketh  never-mo  hir  medes,  ne 
shrewes  lakken  never-mo  torments.  For 
of  alio  thinges  that  ben  y-doon,  thilke 
thing,  for  which  any-thing  is  don,  it 
semeth  as  by  right  that  thilke  thing  bo 
the  mede  of  that ;  as  thus  :  yif  a  man 
renneth  in  the  stadie,  or  in  the  J'orlony, 
for  the  corone,  thannc  lyth  the  mede  in 
the  corone  for  which  he  renneth.  And 
I  have  shewed  that  blisfulnesse  is  thilke 
same  good  for  which  that  alle  thinges 
ben  doon.  Thanne  is  thilke  same  goo<.l 
purposed  to  tlie  workes  of  mankindo 
right  as  a  comune  mede  ;  which  mede  no 
may  ben  dissevered  fro  good  folk.    For  no 
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wight  as  by  right,  fro  thennes-fortli  that  jo 
him  lakketh  goodnesse,  ne  shal  ben 
cleped  good.  For  which  thing,  folk  of 
goodo  maneres,  hir  med  es  n  e  forsaken  hem 
never-mo.  For  al-bc-it  so  that  shrewes 
wexen  as  wodo  as  hem  list  ayeins  goode  25 
foil;  yit  never-the-lesso  the  corone  of 
wyse  men  shal  nat  fallen  ne  faden.  For 
foreine  shrewednesse  no  binimeth  nat  fro 
the  corages  of  goode  folk  hir  propro 
honour.  But  yif  that  any  wight  rejoyso  30 
him  of  goodnesse  that  he  hadde  take  fro 
with-oute  (as  ivho  aeith,  yif  that  any  icight 
hadde  his  goodnesse  of  any  other  man  than 
of  himself),  certes,  he  that  yaf  him  thilke 
goodnesse,  or  elles  som  other  wight,  35 
mighte  binime  it  him.  But  for  as  mocho 
as  to  eveiy  wight  his  owne  propre  bountee 
yeveth  him  his  mede,  thanne  at  erst  shal 
he  failen  of  mede  whan  he  forleteth  to 
ben  good.  And  at  the  laste,  so  as  albj  40 
medes  ben  requered  for  men  wenen  that 
they  ben  goode,  who  is  he  that  wolde 
deme,  that  he  tliat  is  right  mighty  of  gooil 
were  jiart-les  of  mede  ?  And  of  what 
mede  shal  he  be  guerdoned  ?  Certes,  of  45 
right  faire  mede  and  right  grete  aboven 
alle  medes.  Eemembre  thee  of  thilke 
noble  corolarie  that  I  yaf  thee  a  litel 
her-biforn  ;  and  gader  it  to-gider  in  tliis 
manere  : — so  as  good  him-self  is  blisful-  50 
nesse,  thanne  is  it  cleer  and  eertein,  that 
alle  good  folk  ben  maked  blisful  for  they 
ben  goode  ;  and  thilke  folk  that  ben  blis- 
ful, it  acordeth  and  is  covenable  to  ben 
goddes.  Thanne  is  the  mede  of  goode  55 
folk  swich  that  no  day  shal  enpeiren  it, 
ne  no  wikkednesse  ne  shal  derkcn  it,  ne 
power  of  no  wight  ne  shal  nat  amenusen 
it,  that  is  to  s''yn,  to  ben  maked  goddes. 
And  sin  it  is  thus,  that  goode  men  ne  failen  60 
never-mo  of  hir  mede,  certes,  no  wys  man 
ne  may  doute  of  undepartable  peyne  of 
the  shrewes  ;  tJiat  is  to  seyn,  that  the  peyne 
of  shreices  ne  departeth  nat  from  hem-self 
never-mo.  For  so  as  goode  and  yvel,  and  65 
peyne  and  medes  ben  contrarye,  it  mot 
nedes  ben,  that  right  as  we  seen  bityden 
in  guerdoiin  of  goode,  that  also  mot  the 
peyne  "f  yvel  answerj',  by  the  contrarye 
party,    to   shrewes.     Now  thanne.  so  as  ro 
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lx>nntee  and  prowesse  ben  the  mede  to 
goode  folk,  al-so  is  slirowednesse  it-self 
torment  to  shrowes.  Tliaune,  who-so  that 
ever  is    entecched    and    defouled    with 

75  peyne,  he  ne  donteth  nat,  that  he  is 
entecched  and  defouled  with  j"vel.  Yif 
shrewes  thanne  wolen  proysen  hem-self, 
may  it  semen  to  hem  that  they  l)cu  with- 
oiiteu   party  of  torment,  sin   they  ben 

80  swiche  that  the  iittereste  wikkednesse 
{(hat  is  to  seyn,  wikkede  thewes,  v.hich  that 
is  the  ^(ttereste  and  the  tvorste  kinde  of 
ahreicednesse)  ne  defouleth  ne  enteccheth 
nat  hem   only,    but   infecteth    and    en- 

85  ■\-enimeth  hem  gretly  ?  And  also  look  on 
shrewes,  that  ben  the  contrarie  party  of 
goode  men,  how  greet  iicynefelawshipeth 
and  folwoth  hem  !  For  thou  hast  lerned 
a  litel  her-biforn,  that  al  thing  that  is 

90  and  hath  beinge  is  oou,  and  thilke  same 
oon  is  good  ;  thanne  is  this  the  conse- 
quence, that  it  semeth  wel,  that  al  that  is 
and  hath  beinge  is  good  :  this  is  to  seyn, 
as  v:ho  seijth,  that  beinge  and  unitee  and 

P5  (joodnesse  is  al  oon.  And  in  this  manere 
it  folweth  thanne,  that  al  thing  that 
faileth  to  ben  good,  it  stinteth  for  to  l)e 
and  for  to  han  any  beinge  :  wherfore  it 
is,  that  shrewes  stinten  for  to  ben  that 
100  they  weren.  But  thilke  other  forme  of 
mankinde,  that  is  to  seyn,  the  forme  of 
the  body  with-oute,  sheweth  j-it  that  tliise 
shrewes  weren  whylom  men  ;  wher-for, 
whan  they  ben  perverted  and  torned  in-to 
105  malice,  certes,  tlian  han  they  forlorn  the 
nature  of  mankinde.  But  so  as  only 
bountee  and  prowesse  may  enhaunsen 
ever>-  man  over  other  men  ;  thanne  mot 
it  nedes  be  that  shrewes,  which  that 
I  u»  shrewednesse  hath  cast  out  of  the  con- 
dicioun  of  mankinde,  ben  put  tinder  the 
merite  and  the  desei-t  of  men.  Thanne 
bitydeth  it,  that  yif  thou  seest  a  wight 
that  be  transformed  into  vyces,  thou  ne 
115  mayst  nat  weno  that  he  be  a  man.  For 
yif  he  be  ardaunt  in  avaryce,  and  that  he 
be  a  ravinour  by  violence  of  foreine 
richesse,  tliou  shalt  seyn  that  he  is  lyke 
to  the  wolf.  And  yif  he  be  felonous  and 
no  with-oute  reste,  and  cxercyse  his  tonge 
to  chydinges,  thou  shalt  lykne  Lim  to  the 


hound.  And  yif  he  be  a  i>revey  awaitour 
y-hid,  and  rejoyseth  him  to  ravisshe  by 
^\•J•les,  thou  shalt  seyn  him  lyke  to  the 
fox-whelpes.  And  yif  he  be  distempre  i-5 
and  quaketh  for  ire,  men  shal  wene  that 
he  bereth  the  coruge  of  a  lyoun.  And  yif 
he  be  drcdful  and  fleinge,  and  dredeth 
thinges  that  ne  oughten  nat  to  ben  dred, 
men  shal  holden  him  lyk  to  the  hert.  ijo 
And  yif  he  be  slow  and  astoned  and 
lache,  he  liveth  as  an  asse.  Aiid  yif  he 
be  light  and  iinstedefast  of  corage,  and 
chaimgeth  ay  his  studies,  he  is  13'kned  to 
briddes.  And  if  he  be  plonnged  in  foule  135 
and  iinclene  lujcuries,  he  is  with-holden 
in  the  foule  delycos  of  the  foule  sowe, 
Thanne  folweth  it,  that  he  that  forleteth 
bountee  and  prowesse,  he  forleteth  to  ben 
a  man  ;  sin  he  may  nat  passen  in-to  the  140 
condicioun  of  god,  he  is  torned  in-to 
a  beest. 

Metke  III.     Vela  Neritii  dulcis. 

Eurus  the  tcind  arj^ede  the  sailes  of 
Ulixes,  duk  of  the  contree  of  Narice,  and 
his  wandringe  shippes  by  the  see,  in-to 
the  ile  ther-as  C'iixes,  the  faire  goddesse, 
doughter  of  the  sonne,  dwelleth ;    that  5 
mcdleth  to  hir  newe  gestes  drinkes  that 
ben  touched  and  maked  with  enchaunte- 
ments.     And  after  that  hir  hand,  mighty 
over  the    herbes,   hadde    chaunged    hir 
gestes  in-to  d.^Terse  maneres  ;  that  oon  of  10 
hem,  is  covered  his  face  with  forme  of 
a  boor ;    that    other   is   chaunged    in-to 
a  lyoun  of  the  contree  of  Marmorike,  and 
his  nayles  and  his  teeth  wexen ;   that 
other  of  hem  is  iieweliche  chaunged  in-to  15 
a  wolf,  and  howleth  whan  he  wolde  wepe  ; 
tliat  other  goth  debonairely  in  the  hous 
as  a  tygre  of  Inde.         But  al-be-it  so  that 
the  godhed  oi  Mercurie,  that  is  cleped  the 
brid  of  Arcadie,  liath  had  mercy  of  the  20 
duke  L^lixes,  biseged  with  dyverse  yveles, 
and  hath  unbounden  him  fro  the  pesti- 
lence of  his  ostcsse,  algates  the  roweres 
and   the  marineres   hadden  by  this  y>- 
drawen  in-to  hir  moutlies  and  dronken  25 
the  wikkede  drinkes.     They  that  weren 
woxen  swyn  hadden  by  this  y-channged 
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hir  mete  of  breed,  for  to  eten  akornes  of 
okes.     Non  of  liir  limes  ne  dwelleth  with 

30  hem  hole,  but  they  lian  lost  tlie  voice  an<l 
the  body  ;  only  hir  tlionght  ilwelleth  with 
hem  stable,  that  wepeth  ami  biweiletli 
the  monstruoiis  chaungingo  that  they 
suffren.     O  overlight  haml  (as  irho  scyth, 

35  O  !  feble  and  lifjht  is  the  Jiand  of  Circes  the 
enchminteresse,  that  chuunr/eth  the  hodye^of 
folkes  in-to  bestes,  to  regit rd  and  to  cora- 
parisoun  of  mutaciottn  that  is  inaked  by 
vyces) ;  ne  the  herbes  of  Circes  ne  ben  nat 

40  nughty.  For  al-be-it  so  that  tliey  may 
chaungen  the  limes  of  the  boily,  algates 
yit  thoy  may  nat  chaunge  the  hertes  ;  for 
with-inne  is  y-hid  the  strengthe  and  vigor 
of  men,  in  the  secrec  tour  of  fiir  hertes; 

45  that  is  toseyn,  the  strengthe  ofresoun.  Bitt 
thilko  venims  of  vyces  to-drawen  a  man 
to  hem  more  mightily  than  the  venim  of 
Circes ;  for  vyces  ben  so  cruel  that  they 
percen   and  thonigh-passen   the    corage 

50  with-inne  ;  and,  thogh  they  no  anoye  nat 
the  body,  yit  vj'ces  wooden  to  destroye  men 
by  wounde  of  thought.' 

Prose  IV.     Turn  ego,  Fateoi',  inquam. 

Than  seyde  I  thus  :  •  I  confesse  ami  am 
a-knowe  it,'  quod  I;  'ne  I  ne  see  nat 
that  men  may  sayn,  as  by  right,  that 
shrewes  ne  ben  chaunged  in-to  bestes 
5  by  the  qtialitee  of  hir  soules,  al-be-it  so 
that  they  kepen  yit  the  forme  of  the  body 
of  mankinde.  But  I  nolde  nat  of  shrewes, 
of  which  the  thought  cruel  woodeth 
al-woy  in-to  destruccioun  of  goode  men, 

10  that  it  were  leveful  to  hem  to  don  that.' 
'  Certes,'  qitod  she, '  ne  is  nis  nat  leveful 
to  hem,  as  I  shal  wel  shewe  thee  in  coven- 
able  place  ;  but  natheles,  yif  so  were  that 
thilke   that  men   wenen    be    leveful    to 

15  shrewes  were  binomen  hem,  so  that  they 

P    ne  mighte  nat  anoyen  or  doon  harm  to  goode 

men,  certes,  a  greet  partye  of  the  peyne  to 

shrewes  sholde  ben  alleggcd  and  releved. 

For  al-be-it  so  that  this  no   seme  nat 

ao  credible  thing,  per-aventure,  to  some 
folk,  yit  moot  it  nedes  be,  that  shrewes 
ben  more  wrecches  and  unsely  whan  they 
may  doon  and  performe  tliat  they  co- 


veiten,  than  yif  they  mighte  nat  coni- 
plisshen  tliat  they  coveiten.  For  yif  so  -'5 
bo  that  it  be  wrecchednesso  to  wilne  to 
don  y^•el,  than  is  more  wreccliednesso  to 
mowen  don  yvcl  ;  with-otitc  whichc  mow- 
inge  the  wrecched  wil  sliolde  languisshe 
with-outo  effect.  Than,  sin  that  everiche  30 
of  thise  thinges  hath  his  wreccliednesse, 
that  is  to  seyn,  iril  to  don  yvel  and  mowinyi 
to  don  yvel,  it  moot  nedes  be  that  they  ben 
constreyned  by  three  unselinesses,  that 
wolen  and  mowen  and  performen  felonyes  35 
and  shrewednesses.'  'I  acordc  me,' 
quod  I  ;  '  but  I  desire  gretly  tliat  shrewes 
losten  sone  thilke  unselinesse,  that  is  to 
seyn,  that  shrewes  weren  despoyled  of 
mowingo  to  don  j's-el.'  40 

'  So  shnllen  they,'  quod  she,  'soner,  per- 
aventure,  than  thoii  woldest ;  or  soner 
than  they  hem-self  wene  to  lakken  moic- 
inge  to  don  yvel.  For  ther  nis  no-thing  so 
late  in  so  shorto  boundes  of  this  lyf,  that  4,5 
is  long  to  abyde,  nameliche,  to  a  corago 
inmortel ;  of  whiche  shrewes  the  grete 
hope,  and  the  hye  compassinges  of 
shrewednesses,  is  oft-e  destroyed  by  a 
sodeyn  ende,  or  they  ben  war  ;  and  that  50 
thing  establcth  to  shrewes  the  ende  of  hir 
shrewednesse.  For  yif  that  shrewednesse 
maketh  wrecches,  than  mot  he  nedes  ben 
most  ■wrecched  that  lengest  is  a  shrewe  ; 
the  whiche  wikked  shrewes  wolde  I  demon  55 
aldermost  unsely  and  caitifs,  yif  that  hir 
shrewednesse  ne  were  finisshed,  at  the 
leste  wey,  by  the  outtereste  deeth.  For 
yif  I  have  concluded  sooth  of  the  unseli- 
nesse of  shrewednesse,  than  sheweth  it  <x) 
cleerly  that  thilke  wreccliednesse  is  with- 
otiten  ende,  the  whiche  is  certein  to  ben 
perdurable.'  '  Certes,'  quod  I,  '  this 
conclusioun  is  hard  and  wonderful  to 
graunte  ;  but  I  knowe  wel  that  it  acordeth  65 
moclie  to  the  thinges  that  I  have  grauntod 
her-bifom.' 

'  Thou  hast,'  qttod  she,  '  the  right  esti- 
macioun  of  this  ;  but  who-so-ever  wene 
that  it  be  a  hard  thing  to  acorde  him  to  70 
a  conclusioun,  it  is  right  that  he  shewe 
that  some  of  the  premisses  ben  false  ;  or 
elles  he  moot  shewe  that  the  coUacioun 
of  proposiciouns  nis  nat  speedful  to  a 
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necessarie  conclnsioim.  And  \i{  it  ]>v  nat 
so,  but  that  the  premisses  hen  >--prraiinted, 
ther  is  not  why  he  sholde  blame  the 
armament.  For  this  thing  that  I  shal 
telle  thee  now  ue  shal  nat  seme  lasse 
wonderful ;  liut  of  the  thinges  that  ben 
taken  also  it  is  necessarie  ; '  as  wivo  scyth, 
it  foliccth  of  that  which  that  is  purposed 
hiforn.         '  "What  is  that  ?  '  quod  I. 

'  Certes,'  qiiod  she,  '  that  is,  that  thise 
wikkcd  shrewes  ben  more  blisful,  or  dies 
lasse  Krecclics,  that  abj-en  the  torments 
that  they  han  deserved,  than  yif  no  peyne 
of  justice  ne  chastysede  hem,  Ne  this  ne 
seye  I  nat  now,  for  that  any  nwin  mighte 
thenke,  that  the  maners  of  shrewes  ben 
corigcd  and  chastysed  by  \eiiiiiunce,  and 
that  they  ben  brought  to  the  right  wey  by 
the  drede  of  the  torrnent,  ne  for  that  they 
yeven  to  other  folk  ensaumple  to  fleeu 
fro  -vyces ;  but  I  imderstande  yit  in 
another  manere,  that  shrewes  ben  more 
iinsely  whan  they  ne  ben  nat  pimisshed, 
al-be-it  so  that  ther  ne  be  had  no  resoun 
or  lawe  of  correceioun,  ne  non  cnsanmple 
of  lokinge.'  '  And  what  manere  shal 
that  ben,'  quod  I,  '  other  than  hath  be 
told  her-biforn  ? ' 

'Have  we  nat  thaiine  graunted,' quod 
she,  '  that  goode  iolk  ben  blisful,  and 
shrewes  ben  wrecches  V  '        '  Yis,'  quod  I. 

'  Thaune,'  quod  she,  '  yif  that  any  good 
■were  added  to  the  wreceheduesse  of  any 
wight,  nis  he  nat  more  weleful  than  he 
that  no  hath  no  medlinge  of  good  in  his 
solitarie  wrecchednesse  i"  'So  semeth  it, ' 
quod  L 

'  And  what  seystow  thanne,'  quod  she, 
'of  thilko  wrecche  that  lakketh  alio 
goodes,  so  that  no  good  nis  medled  in  his 
wrecchednesse,  and  yit,  over  al  his  wikked- 
nesse  for  which  he  is  a  wrecche,  that  ther 
be  yit  another  yvel  anexed  and  knit  to 
liim,  shal  nat  men  demen  him  more 
unsely  than  thilke  wrecche  of  whiche  the 
unselinesse  is  releved  by  tlie  participa- 
cioun  of  som  good  ?  '  '  Whj-  sholde  he 
nat  ?  '  quod  L 

'Thanne,  certes.'  quod  she,  '  huu 
shrewes,  whan  they  ben  punisshed,  som- 
what  of  good  auexed  to  hir  wrecched- 


nesse, tliat  is  to  seyn,  the  same  peyne 
that  they  suffren,  which  that  is  good  by 
the  resouu  of  justice;  and  whan  thilke 
same  shrewes  ascaison  with-oute  torment, 
than  hau  they  som-what  more  of  yvel  yit  130 
over  the  wikkednesse  that  they  han  don, 
that  is  to  seyn,  defaute  of  pejTie  ;  which 
defaute  of  peyne,  thou  hast  graunted,  is 
jn-cl  for  the  desorte  of  felon  j-e.'  '  I  ne  may 
nat  denye  it,"  quod  I.  13^ 

'  Moche  more  thanne, 'quod  she,  'ben 
shrewes  imselv,  whan  thej'  ben  wrong- 
fully delivered  fro  peyne,  than  wha.n 
they  b'en  punisshed  by  rightful  ven- 
jaunce.  But  this  is  ojien  thing  and  cleer,  1^.0 
that  it  is  right  that  shrewes  ben  pun- 
isshed, and  it  is  wikkednesse  and  wrong 
that  they  escapen  nnpunisshed,'  '  Who 
mighte  denej-e  that  ?  '  quod  I.  • 

'  But,'  quod  she,  '  may  any  man  denye  145 
that  al  that  is  right  nis  good  ;  and  also 
the  contrarie,  that  al  that  is  wrong  is 
wikke  ?  '  '  Certes,'    quod    I,    '  these 

thinges  ben  clere  y-nough  ;  and  that  we 
han  concluded  a  litel  her-biforn.  But  150 
I  prayo  thee  that  thou  telle  me,  j'if  thou 
acordest  to  leten  no  torment  to  sowles, 
after  that  the  body  is  ended  by  the 
deeth  ; '  thi^  is  to  seyn,  iinderstfindestoK 
aught  that  scnvles  han  any  torment  after  the  155 
deeth  of  the  body:' 

'  Certes,'  quod  she,  '  ,ve  ;  and  that  right 
greet ;   of  which  sowles, '  quod  she,    '  I 
trowe  that  some  ben  tormented  by  aspre- 
nesse  of  peyne  ;  and  some  sowles,  I  trowe,  i6u 
ben  exercised  by  a  pnrginge  niekenesse. 
But  my  conseil  nis  nat  to  determinye  of 
thise  peynes.     But  I  have  travailed  and 
told  yit  hiderto,  for  thou  sholdest  knowe 
that    the    mowinge    of   shrewes,   which  105 
mowinge  thee  semeth  to  ben  unworthy, 
nis  no  mowinge  :  and  oek  of  shrewes,  of 
which  thou  pleinedest  thiit  they  ne  were 
nat  punisshed,  that  thou  woldest   seen 
that  they  ue  weren  never-mo  with-outen  170 
the  torments  of  hir  wikkednesse  :  and  of 
the  licence  of  the  motvinge  to  don  yvel,  that 
thou   preydcst  that  it  mighte  sone  ben 
ended,  and  that  thou  woldest  fayn  lernen 
that  it  ne  sholde  nat  longo  dure  :  and  i"5 
that  shrewes  ben  more  unsely  yif  they 
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■\vfre  of  lenger  tlurinp;e,  and  most  imsfly 
yit'  they  weren  jjcrclurabk'.  And  after 
tliis,  I  have  showed  thee  that  more  uiiscly 
hfii  slirewcs,  whaii  tliey  escaiu-n  with- 
outc  hir  riglitful  pcyne,  than  whan  they 
hen  iiuiiisshed  by  rightful  venjaunce. 
Aud  of  this  senteneo  folweth  it,  that 
thaime  ben  shrcwes  constreiued  at  the 
laste  with  most  prevons  torment,  whnn 
men  wone  that  they  ne  be  nat  piinisslied.' 
'  AMian  1  consider  thy  resouns,'  quod  I, 
'  1  no  trowe  nat  that  men  seyn  any-thing 
more  verayly.  And  yif  I  torne  ayein  to 
the  studios  of  mexi,  who  is  he  to  whom  it 
shokle  seme  that  he  ne  shohle  nat  only 
leven  thise  thinges,biit  eek  gladly  herkne 
hem  'i ' 

'  Certes,"  quod  she,  '  so  it  is  ;  but  men 
may  nat.  For  they  han  hir  eyen  so  wont 
to  the  derknesse  of  erthely  thinges,  that 
thej-  ne  may  nat  lifteu  hem  up  to  the 
light  of  cleer  sothfastnesse  ;  but  they  ben 
lyke  to  briddes,  of  wliich  the  night  liglit- 
neth  hir  lokinge,  and  the  day  blindeth 
hem.  For  whan  men  loken  nat  the  ordre 
('f  thinges,  but  hir  lustes  and  talents,  they 
vfne  tliat  either  the  leve  or  the  mowinge 
to  don  wikkednesse,  or  elles  the  scapinge 
with-oute  pej-ne,  be  ■weleful.  But  con- 
sider the  jugement  of  the  perdurable  lawe. 
For  yif  thou  conferme  thj' corage  to  the 
beste  thinges,  tliou  ne  hast  no  node  of  no 
juge  to  j-even  thee  i)rj's  or  laede  ;  for 
thi>u  liast  joyned  thy-self  to  the  most 
c.vcellent  thing.  And  yif  thou  have  en- 
cljTied  thy  studies  to  the  wikked  thinges, 
ne  seek  no  ft)reyne  vreker  out  of  thy- 
self; for  thou  thy-self  hast  thrist  thy-self 
iu-to  Avikke  thinges  :  right  as  thou 
mightest  lokeu  by  dyverse  tymes  the 
foule  erthe  aud  the  hevene,  and  that  alle 
other  thinges  stinten  fro  with-oute,  ,vo 
that  (IwH  nere  neither  in  hevene  ne  in  erthe, 
fie  sai/e  no-thing  more;  than  it  shohle 
semen  to  thee,  as  by  only  resoun  of 
lokinge,  that  thou  were  now  in  the  sterres 
and  now  in  the  erthe.  But  the  poople  ne 
lt>keth  nat  on  thise  thinges.  \Miat 
thanne  V  Shal  we  thanne  aprochen  us  to 
hem  that  I  have  shewed  that  they  ben  lyk 
to  bestes  ?     And   what   woltovv  seyn   of 


this  :  yif  that  a  man  hadde  al  forlorn  liis 
sighte  and  hadde  forj-eten  that  he  ever 
saugh,  and  -wende  that  no-thing  ne  fayl-  230 
ede  him  of  jierfeccioun  of  mankindc,  now 
we  that  mighten  seen  the  sanie  thinges, 
wolde  we  nat  wene  that  he  were  blinde  ? 
Ne  also   no  acordcth   nat  the  poe}tle  to 
j  that  I  shal  seyn,  the  which  thing  is  sus-  235 
tened  )>yn  strt)nKe  foundement  of  resouns, 
that  is  to  seyn,  that  more  iinsely  l)en  they* 
that  don  wrong  to  othre  folk  than  they 
that    the    wrong    suffren.'         'I    wolde 
heren  thilke  same  resomis,'  quod  I.  240 

'Denyestow,'  quod  she.  'that  alle 
shrewes  nc  ben  worthy  to  han  torment'/' 
'  Xay, '  quod  I. 

'But,'  quod    she,    'I  am    certein,   by 
many  resouns,  that  shrewes  ben  unsely.'  245 
'  It  acordeth,'  quod  I. 

'Thanne  ne  doutestow  nat,' quod  she, 
'  that  thilke  folk  that  ben  worthy  of  tor- 
ment, that  they  ne  ben  wrecches  ?  '  'It 
acordeth  wel,'  quod  I.  250 

'Yif  thou  were  thanne,'  quoil  she, 
'  y-set  a  jugo  or  a  knower  of  thinges, 
whether,  trowestow,  that  men  sholden 
tormenten  him  that  hath  don  the  wrong, 
or  elles  him  that  hath  sulfred  the  wrong'/ '  255 
'I  ne  doute  nat,'  (juod  I,  'that  I  nolde 
don  suiiisaunt  satisfaccioun  to  him  that 
hadde  suffred  the  wrong  by  the  sorwe  of 
him  that  hadde  don  the  wrong.' 

'  Thanne  semeth  it,'  quod  she,  '  that  the  260 
doere  of  wrong  is  more  wrecche  than  he 
that  suffred  wrong  '/  '         '  That  folweth 
wel, '  quod  I. 

'  Than,'  quod  she,  '  by  these  causes  and 
by  othre  causes  that  beu  enforced  by  the  265 
same  rote,  filthe  or  sinne,  by  the  propre 
nature  of  it,  maketh  men  wrecches  ;  and 
it  sheweth  wel,  that  the  wrong  that  men 
don   nis  nat  the  wrecchednesse  of  him 
that     recej~\eth     the     wrong,    but    the  270 
wrecchednesse    of   him    that    doth    the 
wrong.      But   certes,'   quod    she,    '  thise 
oratours    or    advocats    don   al   the   con- 
trarye  :  for  they  enforcen  hem  to  com- 
moeve  the  juges  to  han  pitee  of  hem  that  275 
han  suffred  and  reoejTod  the  thinges  that 
ben    grevous    and    aspro,   and  yit   men 
sholden  more  rightfullj-  han  pitee  of  hem 
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that  don  the  grevaunces  and  the  wronges ; 

aSo  the  wliicho  shrewes,  it  were  a  more 
covenablo  thing,  that  the  accusours  or 
advocats,  nat  •wrotli  bitt  pitons  and  de- 
bonair, ledden  the  shrewes  that  han  don 
wrong  to  the  jiigement,   right  as  men 

285  leden  syke  folk  to  the  lec-he,  for  tliat  they 

sholdo  seken  oi\t  the  maladyes  of  sinno 

by    torment.      And   by  this   covenaunt, 

•either  the  entente  of  deffendours  or  advo- 

cats  shohle  faylen  and  cesen   in  al,  or 

290  elles,  yif  tlie  office  of  advoeats  wolde 
bettre  profiten  to  men,  it  sholde  ben 
torned  in-to  the  habite  of  accusacioun  ; 
that  is  to  seyn,  they  sholden  accuse  shreices, 
and  nat  ei:cuse  hem.    And  eek  the  shrewes 

J95  hem-self,  yif  hit  were  leveful  to  hem  to 
seen  at  any  clifte  the  vertu  that  they  lian 
forleten,  and  sawen  that  they  sholden 
putten  adotm  the  filthes  of  hir  vyces  by 
the  torments  of  peynes,  they  ne  otighte 

300  nat,  right  for  the  recompensacionn  for  to 
geten  hem  bountee  and  prowesse  which 
that  they  han  lost,  demen  ne  liolden  that 
thilke  pejaies  weren  torments  to  hem  ; 
and  eek  they  wolden  refuse  the  attend- 

305  aunce  of  hir  advoeats,  and  taken  hem-self 
to  hir  juges  and  to  hir  acctisors.  For 
which  it  bitydeth  that,  as  to  the  wyse 
folk,  ther  nig  no  place  y-leten  to  hate ; 
that  is  to  seyn,  that  ne  hate  hath  no  place 

310  amonges  wyse  men.  For  no  wight  nil 
haten  goode  men,  btit-yif  he  were  over- 
mochel  a  fool ;  and  for  to  haten  shrewes, 
it  nig  no  resoun.  For  right  so  as  lan- 
gnissingc  is  maladye  of  body,  right  so  ben 

315  vyces  and  sinne  maladye  of  corage.  And 
so  as  we  ne  deme  nat,  that  they  that  ben 
syke  of  hir  body  ben  worthy  to  ben  hated, 
bnt  rather  worthy  of  piteo  :  wcl  more 
worthy,  nat  to  ben  hated,  bub  for  to  ben 

320  had  in  pitee,  ben  they  of  whiche  the 
thoughtes  ben  constreined  by  felonous 
wikkednesse,  that  is  more  cruel  than  any 
langnissinge  of  body. 

Metre  IV.     Quid  tantos  iuuat  excitare 
niottis. 

What  delyteth  you  to  excyten  so  grete 
moevinges  of  hateredes,  and  to  hasten  and 


bisien  the  fatal  disposicioun  of  your  deetli 
with  your  propre  liandes  ?  that  is  to  S6yn, 
bybatailes  or  by  contek.  For  yif  ye  axcn  5 
tlie  dceth,  it  hasteth  him  of  his  ownc  wil ; 
ne  deeth  ne  tarieth  nat  his  swifte  hors. 
And  the  men  that  the  serpent  and  tho 
lyoun  and  the  tygre  and  the  bere  and  tho 
boor  seken  to  slcen  witli  hir  teeth,  j-it  10 
thilke  same  men  seken  to  sleen  everich  of 
hem  other  with  swerd.  Lo !  for  hir 
maneres  ben  dyverso  and  descordaunt, 
they  moeven  unrightful  ostes  and  cruel 
batailes,  and  wilnen  to  perisshe  by  entre-  15 
chaunginge  of  dartes.  But  tlie  resoun  of 
crueltee  nis  naty-nough  rightful.  Wiltow 
thanne  yelden  a  covenable  gttcrdoiin  to 
the  desertes  of  men  ?  Love  rightfully 
goode  folk,  and  have  pitee  on  shrewes.'      20 

Pkose  v.     JTic  ego  uideo  inqnam, 

'  Thus  see  I  wel,'  quod  I,  '  either  what 
blisfulnesse  or  elles  what  ttnselinesso  is 
establisshed  in  the  desertes  of  goode  men 
and  of  shrewes.  But  in  this  ilkc  fortune 
of  poeple  I  see  somwhat  of  good  and  soni-  5 
what  of  yvel.  For  no  wyse  man  hath 
lever  ben  exyled,  poore  and  nedy,  and 
nameles,  than  for  to  dwellen  in  his  citee 
and  flouren  of  richesses,aud  be  rcdoutablo 
by  honour,  and  strong  of  power.  For  in  10 
this  wyse  more  cleerly  and  more  witnes- 
fully  is  the  office  of  wyse  men  y-treted, 
whan  the  blisfulnesse  and  the  poustee  of 
governours  is,  as  it  were,  y-shad  amonges 
poeples  that  be  neighebotirg  and  subgits;  15 
sin  that,  namely,  prisoun,  lawe,  and  thiso 
othre  torments  of  lawefitl  peynes  beu 
ratlier  owed  to  felonous  citezeins,  for  the 
whiche  felonous  citezeins  tho  peynes  beu 
establisshed,  than  for  good  folk.  Thanno  ^o 
I  mervaile  me  greetly,'  quod  I,  '  why  that 
tho  thinges  ben  so  mis  eutrechaunged, 
that  torments  of  felonyes  pressen  and 
confounden  goodo  folk,  and  shrewes 
ravisshen  modes  of  vertu,  and  ben  in  -25 
honours  and  in  gret  estats.  And  I  desyre 
eek  for  to  witen  of  thee,  whatsemeth  thee 
to  ben  the  resoun  of  this  so  wrongful 
a  conclusioun  ?  For  I  wolde  wondro  wel 
the  lasse,  yif  I  trowede  that  al  thise  30 
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tliinges  weren  medlcd  lij-fortnnoiis  h.ippG ; 
but  now  hepeth  and  oncreseth  myn  as- 
tonyingo  god,  govemonr  of  thinges,  that, 
so  as  god  yevetli  ofte  tymcs  to  godo  men 

35  godos  and  mirthcs,  and  to  slirewcs 
yveles  and  aspro  tliingos  ;  and  yeveth 
ayeinward  to  godo  folk  hardnesses,  and 
to  shrcwes  he  grannteth  hem  hir  wil  and 
that  theydesyron  :  what  difference  thanno 

40  may  ther  be  bitwixen  that  that  god  dotli, 
and  the  happe  of  fortune,  yif  men  ne 
knowe  nat  the  cause  wliy  that  it  is  ? ' 

'  Ne    it    nis  no  mervaile,'   qnod    she, 
'  though  that  men  wenen  that  ther   be 

45  somewhat  folissh  and  confnso,  whan  the 
resoTin  of  the  ordre  is  tinknowe.  But 
al-thongh  that  thou  ne  knowe  nat  the 
cause  of  so  greet  a  disposicioun,  mitheles, 
for  as  moche  as  god,  the  gode  governour, 

50  atempreth  and  governeth  the  world,  ne 
doiite  thee  nat  that  alle  thinges  ben  doon 
a-right, 

SCetre  V.     Si  quia  Arctvri  sidera  nescit. 

^^1lo-so  that  ne  knowe  nat  the  sterres 
of  Ai'cture,  y-torned  ueigli  to  the  soverein 
contree  or  point,  that  is  to  seyn,  y-twned 
neifih  to  the  soverein  pool  of  the  firmament, 
5  and  wot  nat  why  the  sterre  Bootes  passeth 
or  gadereth  his  weynes,  and  di-encheth 
his  late  flambes  in  the  see,  and  why  that 
Bootes  the  sterre  unfoldeth  his  over-swifte 
arysinges,  thanne  shal  he  wondren  of  the 

10  lawe  of  the  heye  ej-r.  And  eek,  yif  that 
he  ne  knoive  nat  %vhy  that  the  homes  of  the 
fulle  mone  wexen  pale  and  infect  by  the 
boundes  of  the  derke  night ;  and  how  the 
mone,  derk  and  confuse,  discovereth  the 

15  sterres  that   she  hadde  y-covered  by  hir 
clere  visage.  The  comune  errour  moeveth 
folk,  and  maketh  werj-  hir  basins  of  bras  • 
by  thikke  strokes  ;    that  is  to  seyn,  that 
ther  is  a  maner  of  poeple  that  highte  C'ori- 

20  bantes,  that  toenen  that,  whan  the  mone  is  in 
the  eclipse,  that  it  he  ejichaunted  ;  and  ther- 
fore,  for  to  rescotce  the  mone,  they  betert  hir 
basins  with  thille  strokes.  Ke  no  man 
ne  wondreth  whan   the   Wastes   of  the 

25  wind  Chorus  beten  the  strondes  of  the 
see  by  qnakinge  flodes ;   ne  no  man  ne 


wondrotli  whan  the  weighte  of  the  snowe. 
y-harded  by  the  colde,  is  resolved  by  the 
brenninge  bete  of  Phebus  the  Sonne ;  for 
heer  seen  men  redely  the  causes.  But  30 
the  causes  y-hid,  that  is  to  seyn,  in  hevene, 
troublen  the  l)restes  of  men  ;  the  moev- 
ablo  poejile  is  astoned  of  alle  thinges  that 
comen  selde  and  sodeinly  in  oiir  age. 
But  j-if  the  troubly  errour  of  our  igno-  ?|i 
raunce  departede  fro  us,  so  that  ve  visten 
the  causes  lohy  that  siviche  thinges  bi-tyden, 
certes,  they  sholden  cese  to  seme  won- 
dres. 

Pnosr  VI.     Ita  est,  inquain. 

'  Thus  is  it,'  quod  I.  '  But  so  as  thou 
hast  yeven  or  bi-hight  me  to  unwrappeu 
the  hid  causes  of  thinges,  and  to  dis- 
covere  me  the  resouns  covered  with  derk- 
nesses,  I  prey  thee  that  thou  de\-yse  and  5 
juge  me  of  this  matere,  and  that  thou  di:> 
me  to  understonden  it ;  for  this  miracle 
or  this  wonder  trovibleth  me  right  gretly.' 

And  thanne  she,  a  litel  what  smyliuge, 
seyde :  'thou  clepest  me,'  quod  she,  'to  10 
telle  thing  that  is  grettest  of  alle  thinges 
that  mo  wen  ben  axed,  and  to  the  whiche 
quest ioununnethes  is  ther  aught  y-uovigh 
to  laven  it  ;  as  who  seyth,  unnethes  is  ther 
suffisa%mtly  anything  to  ansivere  parfitly  to  15 
thy  questioun.  For  the  matere  of  it  is 
swich,  that  whan  o  doute  is  determined 
and  cut  awey,  ther  wexen  other  doutes 
with-oiite  number  ;  right  as  the  hevedes 
wexen  of  Ydre,  the  serpent  that  Ercitles  20 
sloivh.  Ne  ther  ne  were  no  nianere  ne 
non  ende,  but-yif  that  a  wight  con- 
streinede  tho  doutes  by  a  right  lyfly  and 
quik  fyr  of  thought ;  that  is  to  seyn,  by 
vigour  and  strengthe  of  wit.  For  in  this  25 
manere  men  weren  wont  to  maken  ques- 
tions of  the  simplicitee  of  the  inir^-iaunce 
of  god,  and  of  the  order  of  destinee,  and 
of  sddein  happe,  and  of  the  knowingc  and 
predestinacioundivyne.andof  thelibertee  30 
of  free  wille  ;  the  whiche  thinges  thoti 
thy-self  npercey^est  wel,  of  what  weight 
they  ben.  But  for  as  mochel  as  the 
knowinge  of  thise  thinges  is  a  maner 
porcioun  of  the  medicine  of  thee,  al-be-it  35 
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so  that  I  have  litel  tynie  to  don  it,  yit 
natheles  I  wol  enforoen  me  to  shewe 
somwhat  of  it.  But  al-thogh  the  iio- 
risshinges  of  ditee  of  musike  delyteth 
40  thee,  thou  most  suffren  and  forberen 
a  litel  of  thilke  delyte,  whyle  that  I  weve 
to  tliee  resouns  y-knit  by  ordre.'  '  As 
it  lyketh  to  thee,'  qiiod  I,  '  so  do.' 

Tlio   spak    she    right    as    by   another 
45  biginninge,   and  seyde  thus.     '  The  en- 
gendringe  of  alle  thinges,'  quod  she,  '  and 
alle  the  progressiouns  of  muable  nature, 
and   al   that   moeveth    in    any   manerc, 
taketh   his   causes,    his   ordre,    and    his 
50  formes,  of  the  stablenesse  of  the  divyne 
thoght ;  and  thilke  divyne  thought,  tliat 
is  y-set  and  put  in  the  tour,  that  is  to  seyn, 
ill  the  heighte,  of  the  simplieiteo  of  god, 
Stablissheth  many  maner  gyses  to  thinges 
55  that  ben   to   done ;    the  whiche   maner, 
whan  that  men  lokcn  it  in  thilke  pure 
rlennesse  of  the  divyne  intelligence,  it  is 
y-cleped  purviaunco ;    but  whan   thilke 
maner  is  referred  by  men  to  thinges  that 
60  it  moveth  and  disponeth,  tlianne  of  oldo 
men  it  was  cleped  destinee.     The  whiche 
Thinges,  yif  that  any  wight  loketh  ■wel  in 
his  thought  the  strengthe  of  that  oon  and 
of  that  other,  he  shal  lightly  mowen  seen, 
65  that  thise  two  thinges  ben  dyverse.     For 
purviaunce  is  thilke  divyne  reson  that  is 
establisshed    in    the   soverein  prince   of 
thinges ;    the    whiche    purviaunce    dis- 
poneth alle  thinges.     But  destinee  is  the 
70  disposicioun  and  ordinaunce  cly\-inge  to 
moevable  thinges,   by  the  whiche  dispo- 
sicioun   the    purviaunce    knittetli     alle 
thinges  in   hir   ordres ;    for  purviaunco 
embraceth  alle  thinges  to-hepe,  al-thogli 
75  that  they  ben  dj-verse,  and  al-thogh  they 
ben  infinite  ;  but  destinee  departeth  and 
ordeineth   alle    thinges    singulorly,   and 
divyded    in    moevinges,    in    places,    in 
formes,  in  tymes,  as  thus :  lat  the  un- 
80  foldingc  of  temporel  ordinaunce,  aSsem- 
>)led   and   ooned   in   the   lokingo  of  the 
'livyne   thought,   be  cleped  purviaunce; 
and  thilke  same  assemblinge  and  oon- 
inge,  divyded  and  nnfolden  by  tymes,  lat 
85  that  ben  called  destinee.     And  al-be-it  so 
that  thise  thinges  ben  dyverse,  yit  nathe- 


les hangeth  that  oon  on  that  other;  for- 
why  the  order  destinal  procedeth  of  the 
simplicitee  of  purviaunce.     For  right  as 
a    workman,    that    aperceyveth    in    his  'jn 
thoght  the  forme  of  the  thing  that  bo 
wol  make,  and  moeveth  the  effect  of  tlie 
werk,  and  ledeth  that  he  hadde  loked 
biforn   in   his  thoght   simj^ly   and    pre- 
sently, by  temporel  ordinaunce  :  certes,  95 
right  so  god  disponeth  in  his  purviaunce, 
singulerly  and   stably,   the  thinges  that 
ben  to  done,  but  ho  aministreth  in  many 
maneres  and  in  dy^-orse  tymes,  by  des- 
tinee, thilke  same  thinges  that  he  hath  hx) 
disponed.        Thanne,  whether  that  des- 
tinee be  exercysed  onther  by  some  divyne 
spirits,    servaunts    to    the    divyne    pur- 
viaunce, or  elles  by  som  sowle,  or  elles  by 
alle  nature  servinge  to  god,  or  elles  by  105 
the  celestial  moevinges  of  sterres,  or  elles 
by  the  vertu  of  angeles,  or  elles  by  the 
dyverse  subtilitee  of  develes,  or  elles  by 
any  of  hem,   or  elles  by  hem  alle,  the 
destinal  ordinaunce  is  y-woven  and  acorn-  i  ui 
plisshed.     Certes,  it  is  open  thing,  that 
the  purviaunco   is  an   unmoevable  aii'l 
simple  forme  of  thinges  to  done  ;  ami  tlie 
moveable   bond  and  the  temporel  orili- 
naunce    of   thinges,    whiche     that     tlie  ii^ 
divyne  simplicitee    of   purviaunce   hatli 
ordeyned  to  done,  that  is  destinee.     For 
which  it  is,  that  alle  thinges  tbar,  1x>n 
put  under  destinee  ben,  certes,  subgits  to 
purviaunce,  to  wliiche   purviaunce  des-  i.'o 
tinee   itself  is   subgit  and  imder.     But 
some  thinges  ben  put  under  pur\n'aunce, 
tbat  surmounten  the  ordinaunce  of  <lf'S- 
tinee  ;  and  tho  ben  thilke  tbat  stably  ben 
y-ficched  negh  to  the  firste  gixlhed  :  they  1^5 
siirmounten  the  ordre  of  destinal  mofv- 
abletee.       For  right   as   of  ccrcles   tbnt 
tornen  a-boute  a  same  centre  or  a-boute 
a  poynt,  thilke  cerclo  that  is  innerest  or 
most  witli-inne  joyneth  to  the  simplesse  iv' 
of  the  middel,  and  is,  as  it  were,  a  centre 
or   a  poynt   to   that   other  oorcles  that 
tornen  a-bonten  him  ;  and  thilke  that  is 
outterest,  compassed  by  larger  cnvyron- 
ninge,  is  unfoldon  by  larger  spaces,  in  so  1.^5 
mochc  as  it  is  forthest  fro  the  middel    • 
simplicitee  of  the  poynt ;  and  yif  ther  be 
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any-thing  that  knittoth  and  felawship- 
peth  him-self  to  thilko  niiddel  poynt,  it 

140  is  constreined  in-to  simidicitee,  that  is  to 
seyn,  in-to  unnwevabletee,  and  it  cesetli  to 
be  shad  and  to  fleten  dyversely  :  right  so, 
by  semblablo  resonn,  thilko  thing  that 
departeth  I'orthest  fro  tlin  first  tlioght  of 

145  god,  it  is  nnfoklen  and  snmmitted  to 
gretter  bondes  of  destinee  :  and  in  so 
moche  is  the  thing  more  free  and  hius 
fro  destinee,  as  it  axeth  and  holdetli  him 
ner  to  thilke  centre  of  thingos,  that  is  to 
y  150  sej/n,  god  And  yif  the  thing  clyveth  to 
the  stedefastnesse  of  the  thoght  of  god, 
and  he  with-onte  moevinge,  certes,  it  sor- 
mounteth  the  necessitee  of  destinee. 
Thanne  right  swich  comparisoun  as  it  is 

155  of  skiliuge  to  nnderstondinge,  and  of 
thing  that  is  engendrcd  to  thing  that  is, 
and  of  tymo  to  ctemitee,  and  of  the  cercle 
to  the  centre,  right  so  is  the  ordre  of 
moevable    destinee    to    the    stable  sim- 

*6o  plicitee  of  purviannce.  Thilke  ordi- 
naunce  moeveth  the  heveue  and  the 
sterres,  and  atompreth  the  elements  to- 
gideramonges  hem-self, and  transfornieth 
hem    by    entrechatingeable    mutacioun ; 

165  and  thilke  same  ordre  neweth  ayein  alio 
thinges  growinge  and  fallinge  a-doun,  by 
semblable  prdgressionns  of  sedes  and  of 
sexes,  that  is  to  seyn,  male  and  femele. 
And  this  ilke  ordre  constreineth  the  for- 

170  tunes  and  the  dedes  of  men  by  a  bond  of 
causes,  nat  able  to  ben  unbounde  ;  the 
whiche  destinal  causes,  whan  thoy  passen 
out  fro  the  biginninges  of  the  immoevable 
purviannce,  it  mot  nedes  be  that  they  no 

175  be  nat  mutable.  And  thus  ben  the 
thinges  ful  wel  y-governed,  yif  that  the 
simpliciteedwellingein  the  dix'yne  thoght 
sheweth  forth  the  ordre  of  causes,  vmable 
to   ben  y-bowed ;    and   this   ordre    con- 

l8(i  streineth  by  his  propre  stabletee  the 
moevable  thinges,  or  piles  they  sholden 
fleten  folily.  For  which  it  is,  that  alio 
thinges  semen  to  ben  confus  and  trouble 
to  us  men,  for  we  ne  mowen  nat  considero 

185  thDke  ordinaunce  ;  natheles,  the  propre 
maner  of  every  thinge,  dressinge  hem  to 
goode,  disponeth  hem  alle. 

For  ther  nis  no-thing  don  for  cause,  of 


yvel ;  ne  thilke  thing  that  is  don  by  wik- 
kede  folk  nis  nat  don  for  yvel.  The  whiche 
shrewes,  as  I  have  shewed  ful  plenti- 
vously,  sekeu  good,  but  wikkcd  errour 
mistorneth  hem,  ne  the  ordre  cominge 
fro  the  poynt  of  soverein  good  ne  de- 
clynetli  nat  fro  his  biginninge.  But  thou 
mayst  seyn,  what  unreste  may  ben  a 
worse  confusioun  than  that  gode  men  ban 
somtyme  adversitee  and  somtyme  pros- 
peritee,  and  shrewes  also  now  han 
thinges  that  they  desircn,  and  now 
thinges  that  they  haten?  Whether  men 
liven  now  in  swich  hoolnesse  of  thoght, 
{as  who  seyth,  ben  men  noiv  so  u-yse),  that 
swichc  folk  as  they  demen  to  ben  gode 
folk  or  shrewes,  that  it  moste  nedes  ben 
that  folk  ben  swichc  as  they  wenen  ? 
But  in  this  manere  the  domes  of  men 
discorden,  that  thilke  men  that  some 
folk  domen  worthy  of  mede,  other  folk 
demen  hem  worthy  of  torment.  But  lat 
us  gratmte,  I  pose  that  som  man  may  wel 
demen  or  knowen  the  gode  folk  and  the 
badde  ;  may  he  thanne  knowen  and  seen 
thilke  innercste  atempraunce  of  corages, 
as  it  hath  ben  wont  to  he  seyd  of  bodies ; 
as  ivTio  seyth,  may  a  man  speken  and  deter- 
minen  of  atempraiinces  in  corages,  as  men 
were  wont  to  demen  or  speken  of  com- 
pleanouns  and  atempraunces  of  bodies  ?  Xe 
it  ne  is  nat  an  tmlyk  miracle,  to  hem 
that  ne  knowen  it  nat,  (as  who  seith,  bitt 
it  is  lyke  a  merveil  or  a  miracle  to  hem  that 
ne  knoicen  it  nat),  why  that  swete  thinges 
ben  covenablo  to  some  bodies  that  ben 
hole,-  and  to  some  bodies  bittere  thinges 
ben  covenablo  ;  and  also,  why  that  some 
syko  folk  ben  holpen  with  lighte  medi- 
cynes,  and  some  folk  ben  holpen  with 
sharjie  niedicynes.  But  natheles,  the 
leche  that  knoweth  the  manere  and  tho 
atempraunce  of  hole  and  of  maladye,  ne 
merveileth  of  it  no-thing.  But  what 
other  thing  semeth  hole  of  corages  but 
botintee  and  prowesse  ?  And  what  other 
thing  semeth  maladyo  of  corages  but 
vyces  ?  Who  Ls  elles  kepere  of  good  or 
drjrver  awey  of  yvel,  but  god,  govemour 
and  lecher  of  thoughtes  ?  The  whiche  gotl, 
whan  he   hath  biholden   from,  the  heyo 
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240  tour  of  liis  imrveannce,  lie  knoweth  what 
is  covenable  to  every  wight,  and  loneth 
hem  that  he  wot  that  is  covenable  to 
hem.  Lo,  her-of  comth  and  her-of  is  don 
this  noble  miracle  of  the  ordre  destinal, 

245  whan  god,  that  al  knoweth,  doth  swiche 
thing,  of  which  thing  that  nnknowinge 
folk  ben  astoned.  But  for  to  constreine, 
as  who  seyth,  but  for  to  comprehende  and 
telle  a  fewe  thinges  of  the  divyne  deep- 

250  nesse,  the  whiche  that  mannos  resonn 
may  nnderstonde,  thilke  man  that  thon 
wenest  to  ben  right  juste  and  right  kep- 
inge  of  equitee,  the  contrarie  of  that 
semeth  to  the  divyne  pur^'eaunce,  that  al 

255  wot.  And  Lixcan,  my  familer,  telloth 
that  "  the  victorious  cause  lykede  to  the 
goddes,  and  the  cause  overcomen  lykede 
to  Catoun."  Thanne,  what-so-ever  thou 
mayst   seen   that  is   don   in  this  werld 

iCo  nnhoped  or  unwened,  certes,  it  is  the 
right  ordre  of  thinges ;  but,  as  to  thy 
wikkede  opinioun,  it  is  a  confusioun.  But 
I  suppose  that  som  man  be  so  wel 
y-thewed,  that  the  di^'joie  jugement  and 

265  the  jugement  of  mankinde  acorden  hem 
to-gider  of  him  ;  but  he  is  so  unstedefast 
of  corage,  that,  yif  any  adversitee  come 
to  him,  he  wol  forleten,  par-aventure,  to 
continue  innocence,  by  the  whiche  he  ne 

270  maj-  nat  with-holden  fortune.  Thanne 
the  wyse  dispensacioun  of  god  spareth 
him,  the  whiche  man  adversitee  mighte 
enpeyren ;  for  that  god  wol  nat  suftren 
him  to  travaile,  to  whom  that  travaile 

275  nis  nat  covenable.  Another  man  isparfit 
in  alio  vertues,  and  is  an  holy  man,  and 
negh  to  god,  so  that  the  purviaunce  of 
god  wolde  demen,  that  it  were  a  felonye 
that  he  were  touched  with   any  adver- 

280  sitees ;  so  that  he  wol  nat  suffre  that 
swich  a  man  be  mocved  with  any  bodily 
maladye.  But  so  as  seyde  a  philosophre, 
the  more  excellent  by  me  :  he  seyde  in 
Grelc,  that  "  vertues  han  edified  the  body 
2R5  of  the  holy  man."  And  ofte  tjnne  it 
bitydeth,  that  the  somme  of  thinges  that 
ben  to  done  is  taken  to  governe  to  godo 
folk,  for  that  the  malice  halx)\indant  of 
shrewes  sholde  ben  abated.  And  goit 
290  yevetli  and  departeth  to  othre  folk  pros- 


peritees  and  adversitees  }--medled  to- 
hepe,  after  the  qualitee  of  hir  corages,  and 
remordeth  som  folk  by  adversitee,  for  they 
ne  sholde  nat  wexen  proude  by  longe 
welefulnesse.  And  other  folk  he  suffreth  295 
to  ben  travailed  with  harde  thinges,  for 
that  they  sholdcn  confermen  the  vertues 
of  corage  by  the  usage  and  exercitacioun 
of  pacience.  And  other  folk  dreden  more 
than  they  oughten  f  that  whiche  they  3"o 
mighten  wel  beren ;  and  somme  dispyse 
that  they  mowe  nat  beren ;  and  thilke 
folk  god  ledeth  in-to  experience  of  him- 
self by  aspre  and  sorwful  thinges.  And 
many  othre  folk  han  bought  honourable  3<'5 
rcnoun  of  this  world  by  the  prys  of 
glorious  deeth.  And  som  men,  that  ne 
mowen  nat  ben  overcomen  by  torments, 
have  yeven  ensaiimple  to  othre  folk,  tliat 
vertu  may  nat  ben  overcomen  by  adver-  311 
sitees ;  and  of  alle  thinges  ther  nis  no 
dovite,  that  they  ne  ben  don  rightfully 
and  ordenely,  to  the  profit  of  hem  to 
whom  we  seen  thise  thinges  bityde.  For 
certes,  that  adversitee  comth  somtyme  315 
to  shrewes,  and  somtjine  that  that  they 
desiren,  it  comth  of  thise  forseide  causes. 
And  of  sorsvful  thinges  that  bityden  to 
sJireices,  certes,  no  man  ne  wondreth ;  for 
alle  men  wenen  that  they  han  wel  de-  320 
served  it,  and  that  they  ben  of  wikkede 
merite ;  of  whiche  shrewes  the  torment 
somtjTne  agasteth  othre  to  don  felonyes, 
and  somtjane  it  amendeth  hem  that 
suffren  the  torments.  And  the  pros-  325 
peritee  that  is  yeven  to  shrewes  sheweth 
a  greet  argument  to  gode  folk,  what  thing 
they  sholde  demen  of  thilke  welefulnesse, 
the  Avhiche  prosperitee  men  seen  ofte 
serven  to  shrewes.  In  the  which  thing  330 
I  trowe  that  god  dispenseth ;  for,  per- 
avcnture,  the  nature  of  som  man  is  so 
overthrowinge  to  yvel,  and  so  uncoven- 
able,  that  the  nedy  povertee  of  his 
houshold  mighte  rather  egren  him  to  don  335 
felonyes.  And  to  the  maladye  of  him  god 
putteth  remedie,  to  yeven  liim  riche^es. 
And  som  otlier  man  biholdeth  his  con- 
science defoulcd  with  sinnes,  and  maketli 
comparisoun  of  his  fortune  and  of  him-  340 
self;  and  dredeth,  per-aventitre,  that  his 
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blisfulnesse,  of  which  the  usage  is  joyeful 
to  him,  that  tlie  lesinge  of  thilke  blisful- 
nesse  ne   be   nat  sorwful  to  liim  ;    and 

345  therfor  he  wol  channge  his  maneres,  and, 
for  he  dredeth  to  lese  his  fortune,  he  for- 
leteth  his  wikkednesse.  To  othro  folk  is 
welefulnesse  y-yeven  unworthily,  the 
whiche  overthroweth  heni  in-to  distnic- 

350  cionn  that  they  han  deserved.  And  to  soni 
othro  folk  is  yeven  power  to  punisshen, 
for  that  it  slial  be  cause  of  coniinua- 
cioun  and  exercysinge  to  gode  folk  and 
cause  of  torment  to  shrewes.     For  so  as 

355  ther  nis  non  alyaunce  by-twixe  gode  folk 
and  shrewes,  ne  shrewes  ne  moweu  nat 
acorden  araonges  hem-self.  And  why 
nat?  For  shrewes  discorden  of  hem-self 
by  hir  vyces,   the  whiche  vyces  al  to- 

360  renden  hir  consciences ;  and  don  ofte 
tyme  thinges,  the  whiche  thinges,  whan 
they  han  don  hem,  they  demen  that  tho 
thinges  ne  sholden  nat  han  ben  don.  For 
which  thing  thilke  soverein  purveaunce 

365  hath  maked  ofte  tyme  fair  miracle ;  so 
that  shrewes  han  maked  shrewes  to  ben 
gode  men.  For  whan  that  som  shrewes 
seen  that  they  suffren  wrongfully  felonyes 
of  othre  shrewes,  they  wexen  eschaufed 

ijo  in-tohateof  hem  that  anoyeden  hem,  and 
retornen  to  the  frxit  of  vertu,  whan  they 
studien  to  ben  iinlyk  to  hem  that  they 
han  hated.  Certes,  only  this  is  the  divyne 
might,  to  the  whiche  might  yveles  ben 

375  thanne  gode,  whan  it  useth  tho  yveles 
covenably,  and  draweth  out  the  effect  of 
any  gode;  as  tcho  seyth,  that  yvel  is  good 
only  to  the  mightofgod,  for  the  might  of  god 
ordeyneth  thilke  yvel  to  good.         For  oon 

380  ordre  embraseth  alle  thinges,  so  that 
what  wight  that  departeth  fro  the  resoun 
of  thilke  ordre  which  that  is  assigned  to 
him,  algates  yit  he  slydeth  in-to  another 
ordre,  so  that  no-thing  nis  leveful  to  folye 

385  in  tho  reame  of  the  divjme  purviaunce  ; 
as  who  seijth,  nothing  nis  ivith-oiiten  ordi- 
naunce  in  the  reame  of  the  divyne  pur- 
viaunce;  sin  that  the  right  stronge  god 
govern eth  alio  thinges  in  this  world.    For 

390  it  nis  nat  leveful  to  man  to  compre- 
henden  by  wit,  ne  unfolden  by  word,  alio 
the  subtil  ordinaunces  and  disposiciouns 


of  the  divyne  entente.  For  only  it  oughte 
suffise  to  han  loked,  that  gwl  him-self, 
maker  of  alle  natures,  ordeineth  and  3y5 
dresseth  alle  thinges  to  gode  ;  whyl  that 
he  hasteth  to  with-holden  the  thinges 
that  he  hath  maked  in-to  his  semblauuce, 
that  is  to  seyn,  for  to  tvith-holden  thinges 
in-to  good,  for  he  him-self  is  good,  he  4<>'j 
chasetli  out  al  yvel  fro  the  boundes  of  his 
comunalitee  by  tho  ordre  of  necessitee 
destinable.  For  which  it  folweth,  that 
yif  thou  loke  tho  purviaunce  ordeininge 
the  thinges  that  men  wenen  ben  out-  405 
rageous  or  haboundant  in  erthes,  thou  ne 
shalt  not  seen  in  no  place  no-thing  of 
y\'el.  But  I  see  now  that  thou  art 
charged  with  the  weighte  of  the  ques- 
tioun,  and  wery  with  the  lengthe  of  my  410 
resoun  ;  and  that  thou  abydest  som  sweet- 
nesse  of  songe.  Tak  thanne  this  draught ; 
and  whan  thou  ai't  wel  refresshed  and 
refect^  tliou  shal  be  more  stedefast  to  stye 
in-to  heyere  questiouns,  ^ij 

Metre  VI.    Si  ids  celsi  iura  tonantis. 

If  thou,  ■vvys,  wilt  demen  in  thy  pure 
thought  the  rightes  or  the  lawes  of  the 
heye  thonderer,  that  is  to  seyn,  of  god,  loke 
thou  and  bihold  the  heightes  of  the 
soverein  hevene.  There  kepen  the  sterres,  5 
by  rightful  alliaunce  of  thinges,  hir  olde 
pees.  The  sonne,  y-moeved  by  his  rody 
fyr,  ne  distorbeth  nat  the  coldo  cercle  of 
the  mono.  Nc  the  sterre  y-cleped  '  the 
Bere,'  that  enclyneth  his  ravisshinge  jo 
courses  abouten  the  soverein  heighte  of 
tho  worlde,  ne  the  same  sterre  Ursa  nis 
never-mo  wasshen  in  the  depe  westrene 
see,  ne  coveiteth  nat  to  deyen  his  flaumbes 
in  the  see  of  the  occian,  al-thogh  he  see  15 
othre  sterres  y-plounged  in  the  see.  And 
Hesperus  the  sterre  bodeth  and  telleth 
alwey  the  late  nightes  ;  and  Lucifer  the 
sterre  bringeth  ayein  the  clere  tlay.  And 
thus  maketh  Love  entrechaungeablo  the  -'3 
perdurable  courses ;  and  thus  is  discord- 
able  batailo  y-put  out  of  the  contree  of 
the  sterres.  This  acordaunce  atempreth 
by  evenelyk  maneres  the  elements,  that 
the  moiste  thinges,   stry\-inge  with  the  .^5 
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drye  thinges,  yeven  place  by  stoimdes ; 
and  the  colde  thinges  joj-nen  hem  by 
fej-th  to  the  bote  thinges ;  and  that  the 
lighte  fyr  aryseth  in-to  heighte  ;  and  the 

JO  hc%'y  erthes  avalen  by  hir  woightes.  By 
thise  same  canses  the  floury  yeer  j-ildeth 
swote  smelles  in  the  firste  somer-sesoun 
warminge  ;  and  the  bote  somer  dryeth 
the  cornes  ;  and  aiitumime  conith  ayein, 

35  he\'y  of  apples ;  and  the  fletinge  reyu 
bideweth  the  winter.  This  atemprannce 
norissheth  and  bringeth  forth  al  thing 
that  f  bretheth  lyf  in  this  world;  and 
thilke   same   atemprannce,    ravisshinge. 

40  hydeth  and  binimeth,  and  drencheth 
under  the  laste  deeth,  alle  thinges  y-born. 
Amonges  thise  tliinges  sitteth  the  heye 
maker,  king  and  lord,  welle  and  begin- 
ninge,  la  we  and  wys  jnge,  to  don  equitee  ; 

45  and  governeth  and  enclyneth  the  brydles 
of  thinges.  And  tho  thinges  that  he 
stcreth  to  gon  by  moe\'inge,  he  wth- 
clraweth  and  arcsteth  ;  and  afFermeth  the 
moevable  or  wandringe  thinges.     For  yif 

50  thfit  he  ne  dopede  ayein  the  right  goiuge 
of  thinges,  and  yif  that  he  ne  con- 
streinede  hem  nat  eft-sones  in-to  round- 
nesses enclynede,  the  thinges  that  ben 
now  continued  by  stable  ordinaunce,  they 

55  sholden  dei)arten  from  hir  welle,  that  is  to 
seyn,  from  hir  higinninge,  and  faylen,  that 
is  to  seyn^  tome  in-to  nought.  This  is 
the  comune  Love  to  alle  thinges  ;  and  alle 
thinges  axen  to  ben  holden  by  the  fyn  of 

60  good.  For  elles  nc  mighten  they  nat 
lasten  ;  yif  they  ne  come  nat  eft-sones 
ayein,  by  Love  retorned,  to  the  cause  that 
hath  j-evcn  hem  beinge,  that  is  to  seyn,  to 
god. 

Prose  VII.     lamne  igitur  uides. 

Seestow  nat  thanne  what  thing  folweth 
alle  the  thinges  that  I  have  seyd?  ' 
Boece.  'What  thing?'  quod  I. 

'Certes,'  quod  she,  '  al-out  rely,  that  alle 
5  fortune  is  good.'  '  And  how  may  that 

be  ?  '  quod  I. 

'  Now  understand, '  quod  she,  '  so  as  alle 
fortune,  whether  so  it  be  joyeful  fortune 
or  aspre  fortune,  is  yeven  either  by  cause 


of  guerdoning  or  elles  of  exercysinge  of  10 
good  folk,  or  elles  by  cause  to  punisshen 
or  elles  chastysen  shrewos  ;  thanne  is  alle 
fortune  good,  the  whiche  fortune  is  cer- 
tein  that  it  be  cither  rightful  or  elles 
profitable.'  '  Forsothe,   this  is  a  ful  15 

verray  resoun, '  quod  I ;  '  and  yif  I  con- 
sider the  purviaunce  and  the  destinee 
that  thou  taughtest  me  a  litel  her-biforn, 
this  sentence  is  sustened  by  stedefast 
resouns.  But  yif  it  lyke  unto  thee,  lat  us  20 
noumbren  hem  amonges  thilke  thinges, 
of  whiche  thou  seydest  a  litel  her-biforn, 
that  they  ne  were  nat  able  to  ben  wened 
to  the  jweple.* 

'  Why  so  ? '  quod  she.         '  For  that  the  25 
comune  word  of  men,'  quod  I,  '  misuseth 
this  maner  speche  0/ fortune,  and  seyn  ofte 
tynies  that  the  fortune  of  som  wight  is 
wikkede.' 

'  Wiltow   thanne,'   quod   she,    '  that   I  3" 
aproche  a  litel  to  the  wordes  of  the  poeple, 
so  that  it  seme  nat  to  hem  that  I  be  over- 
moche  departed  as  fro  the  usage  of  man- 
kinde  ?  '         '  As  thou  wolt,'  quod  I. 

'  Demestow  nat,'   quod   she,    '  that   al  35 
thing  that  profiteth  is  good  ?  '         '  Yis,' 
quod  I. 

'And  certes,  thilke  thing  that  exer- 
cyseth  or  corigeth,  profiteth  ?  '  'I  con- 
fesse  it  wel,'  quod  I.  40 

'  Thanne  is  it  good  ?  '  quod  she.^  '  Why 
nat  ? '  quod  I. 

'  But  this  is  the  fortune, '  quod  she,  '  of 
hem  that  either  ben  put  in  vertu  and 
batailen  ayeins  aspre  thinges,  or  elles  of  45 
hem  that  eschuen  and  declynen  fro  vyces 
and  taken  the  wey  of  vertu.'  '  This  ne 
may  I  nat  denye,'  quod  I. 

'  But  what  seystow  of  the  mcry  fortune 
that  is  yeven  to  good  folk  in  guerdoun  ?  50 
Demeth  aught  the  poeple  that  it  is  wik- 
ked?'  'Nay,  forsothe,'  quod  Ij  'but 

they  demen,  as  it  sooth  is,  that  it  is  right 
good.' 

'  And  what  seystow  of  that  other  for-  55 
tune,'  quod  she,  'that,  al-thogh  that  it  be 
aspre,  and  restreineth  tho  shrewes  by 
rightful  torment,  weneth  aught  the 
lioeple  that  it  be  good  ?  '  '  Nay,'  quod 
I,  •  but  the  poeple  demeth  that  it  is  most  6<.) 
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wrccched  of  alio  t  hinges  that  may  hen 
thouffht.' 

'War  now,  ami  hike  -wcl,'  quod  she, 
'  lest  that  we,  in  folwinge  tlie  opinioun  of 
the  i>oeple,  liave  confessed  and  concluded 
thiitfr  that  is  uiuible  to  be  wened  to  the 
pOPpU:         '  Wliat  is  tliat,'  quod  I. 

'  Certos,'  quod  she,  '  it  folweth  or  comth 
of  thinges  that  ben  graunted,  that  alle 
fa^iuie,  what-so-ever  it  be,  of  hem  that 
ben  either  in  possessioun  of  vertu,  or  in 
the  encres  of  vertu,  or  dies  in  the  pur- 
chasinge  of  vertu,  that  thilke  fortune  is 
good  ;  and  that  alle  fortune  is  right  wik- 
kede  to  hem  that  dwellen  in  shrewod- 
nesse  ; '  aa  tcho  seijth,  a7id  thus  weneth  nat 
the  poeple.  '  That  is  sooth,"  quod  I,  '  al- 
)>e-it  so  that  no  man  ilar  coiifesse  it  iie 
biknowen  it.' 

'  Why  so  ? '  quod  she  ;  '  for  right  as  the 
stronge  man  ne  semcth  nat  to  abaissen  or 
disdaignen  as  ofte  tjme  as  he  hereth  the 
noise  of  the  bataile,  ne  also  it  ne  semeth 
bat,  to  the  wjse  man,  to  beren  it  gre- 
vouslj-,  as  ofte  as  he  is  lad  iu-to  the  strj-f 
of  fortune.  For  botlic  to  that  oon  man 
and  eek  to  that  other  thilke  difficultee  is 
the  matere  ;  to  that  oon  man,  of  encres 
of  his  glorious  reuoun,  and  to  that 
other  man,  to  confirme  his  sapience,  that 
is  iu  Keyn,  to  the  aspre.nesse  of  his  estat. 
For  therfore  is  it  called  "vertu,"  for 
that  it  sustenefh  and  enforseth,  bj'  hise 
strengthes,  that  it  uis  nat  overcomen  by 
adversitees.  Xe  ccx-tes,  thou  that  art  xwt 
in  the  encres  or  in  the  hcighte  of  vertu, 
ne  hast  nat  comon  to  fieten  with  deliccs, 
and  for  to  welken  in  bodily  luste  ;  thou 
sowest  or  plauntcst  a  ful  egre  bataile  in 
thy  corage  ayeins  every  fortune  :  for  that 
the  sorw'ful  fortune  ue  confounde  thee 
nat,  ne  that  the  morjo  fortune  ne  co- 
rumpo  thee  nat,  occupyc  the  mene  by 
stedefast  strengthes.  For  al  that  ever  is 
under  the  mene,  or  elles  al  that  ovcr- 
posseth  the  mene,  despyscth  welefulnesse 
{as  ivho  seyth,  it  is  vicious),  and  ne  hath  no 
mede  of  his  travaile.  For  it  is  set  in  your 
hand  (as  icho  seyth,  it  lyth  in  your  potuer) 
what  fortune  yow  is  levest,  that  is  to  scyn, 
good  or  yvel.    For  alle  fortune  that  semeth 


sharp  or  aspre,  yif  it  ne  exercyse  nat  the 
'jode  folk-  ne  chastyscth  the  uiljked  folk,  it 
punissheth. 

Metke  vii.     Jiclla  bis  quinis  0}>cratus 
annis. 

The  wreker  Attrides,  that  is  to  seyn, 
Agamenon,  that  wroughte  and  continuedo 
the  batnilcs  by  ten  yeer,  recovered  and 
purgedo  in  wrekinge,  hy  the  destrucciouu 
of  Troye,  the  loste  chaumbres  of  mariage  5 
of  his  brother;  this  is  to  seyn,  that  he, 
Agamenon,  tcan  ayein  Eleyne,  that  v:as 
Mcnelaus  v:yf  his  l/rotho:  In  the  meno 
whyle  that  thilke  Agamenon  desirede  to 
yeven  sayles  to  the  Grekissh  navye,  and  10 
boughte  ayein  the  windes  by  blood,  he 
imclothede  him  of  pitee  of  fader;  and  the 
sor3'  preest  yiveth  in  sacrifyinge  the 
wrecched  cuttinge  of  throte  of  the  dough- 
ter;  that  is  to  seyn,  that  Agamenon  let  15 
aitten  the  throte  of  his  dovghter  by  tht 
preest,  to  maken  allyaunce  with  his  goddes, 
and  for  to  lian  wind  with  whichc  he  mighte 
toenden  to  Troyc.  Itacus,  that  is  to  seyn, 
Ulixes,  biwepte  his  felawes  y-lorn,  the  20 
whiclie  felawes  the  ferse  Poliphemus,  lig- 
ginge  in  his  grete  cave,  hadde  freten  and 
drej'ut  in  his  empty  wombe.  But  nathe- 
les  Poliphemus,  wood  for  his  blinde  visage, 
yald  to  Ulixes  joye  by  his  sorwful  teres ;  25 
that  is  to  seyn,  that  Ulixes  smoot  out  the 
eye  of  Poliphemus  that  stood  in  his  fvrehed, 
for  tchich  Ulixes  hadde  Joye,  whan  he  say 
Poliphemus  v:cpinge  and  blinde.  Her- 
cules is  celebrable  for  his  harde  travailes  ;  30 
he  dauntede  the  proude  Centaures,  half 
hors,  half  man ;  and  he  birafte  the  di- 
spoylinge  fro  the  cruel  1j-oub,  that  is  to 
seyn,  he  sloich  the  lyoun  and  rafte  him  his 
skin.  He  smoot  the  briddes  that  highten  35 
Arpycs  with  certeiu  arwes.  He  ravisshede 
apples  fro  the  wakinge  dragoun,  and  his 
hand  was  the  more  hevy  for  the  goldene 
metal.  He  drow  Cerberus,  the  hound  of 
helle,  by  his  treble  choj-ne.  He,  over-  40 
comer,  as  it  is  seyd,  hatli  put  an  unmeke 
lord  foddre  to  his  cruel  hors;  this  is  to 
seyn,  that  Hercules  alowh  Diomedes,  and 
made   his   hois  to  freten  him.     And   he. 
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45  Hercules,  slowh  Ydra  the  serpent,  and 
breude  the  venini.  And  Aclielous  the 
flood,  defonled  in  his  forhed,  dreynte  his 
shamefast  visage  in  his  strondes ;  this  is 
to  seyn,  that  Acheloua  coude  transfigure 

50  himself  in-to  dyvirrse  hjknesses  ;  and,  as  he 
faitght  with  Hercules,  at  the  laste  he  tornede 
him  in-to  a  bole  ;  and  Ilercules  brak  o/oon 
o/his  homes,  and  he,  far  shame,  hidde  him 
in  his  river.      And   he,   Hercules,    caste 

55  adouu  Antheus  the  gyaunt  in  the 
strondes  of  Libie ;  and  Cacus  apaysede 
the  wratthes  of  Evander ;  this  is  to  seyn, 
that  Hercules  sloivh  the  monstre  C'actis,  and 
apaysede   icith  that  deeth  the   ivratthe  of 

60  Evander.  And  the  bristlede  boor  markede 
with  scomes  the  shuldres  of  Hercules,  the 


whiche  shuldres  the  heye  cercle  of  heveno 
sholde  thristc.  And  the  lasto  of  his  la- 
bours was,  that  he  sustened  the  heveno 
up-on  his  nekke  unbowed  ;  and  he  de-  65 
servedo  eft-sones  the  hevene,  to  ben  tho 
prys  of  his  laste  travaile.  Goth  now 
thanne,  ye  strongo  men,  ther-as  tho  heyo 
wey  of  the  greto  cnsaxunple  ledeth  yow. 
O  nyce  men,  why  nake  yo  youro  bakkes  ?  70 
As  who  seyth  :  0  ye  slowe  and  delicat  men, 
whyfl.ee  ye  adversitees,  and  ne  fighten  nat 
ayeins  hem  by  vertu,  to  icinneii  tlie  mede  of 
the  hevene?  For  the  erthe,  overcomen, 
yeveth  the  sterres' ;  this  is  to  seyn,  that,  75 
wJmh  that  erthely  lust  is  overcomen,  a  man 
is  maked  worthy  to  the  hevene. 


BOOK    V. 


Pkose  I.     Dixerat,  orationisque 
cursum. 

She  hadde  seyd,  and  torned  the  cours 
of  hir  resoxin  to  some  othre  thinges  to  ben 
treted  and  to  ben  y-sped.  Thanne  seyde 
I,  '  Certes,  rightful  is  thyn  amonestinge 
5  and  ful  digne  by  auctoritee.  But  that 
thou  seidest  whylom,  that  the  cxuestioun 
of  the  divyne  purviaunce  is  enlaced  witli 
many  other  questiouns,  I  understonde 
wel  and  proeve  it  by  the  same  thing.  But 

10  I  axe  yif  that  thou  wenest  that  hap  be 
any  thing  in  any  weys ;  and,  yif  thou 
wenest  that  hap  be  anything,  what  is 
it?' 

Thanne  quod  she,  '  I  haste  mc  to  yilden 

15  and  assoilen  to  thee  the  dette  of  my 
bihest,  and  to  shewen  and  opuen  the  wey, 
by  which  wey  thou  mayst  come  ayein  to 
thy  contree.  But  al-be-ifc  so  that  the 
thinges  which  that  thou  axest  ben  right 

20  profitable  to  knowc,  yit  ben  they  diverse 
aomwhat  fro  the  path  of  my  purpos  ;  and 
it  is  to  douten  that  thou  ne  be  maked 
wery  by  xnis-weyes,  so  that  thou  ne  mayst 
nat  suifyco  to  mesuren   tho   right  wey.' 

35  '  Ne  dovite  thee  ther-of  nothing,'  quod  I. 


'  For,  for  to  knowen  thilke  thinges  to- 
gedere,  in  the  whiche  thinges  I  delyte  me 
greetly,  that  shal  ben  to  me  in  stedo  of 
reste ;  sin  it  is  nat  to  douten  of  tho 
thinges  folwinge,  whan  every  syde  of  thy  30 
disputacioun  shal  han  be  stedefast  to  me 
by  undoutous  feith.' 

Thanne  seyde  she,  '  That  manere  wol 
I  don  thee  ' ;  and  bigan  to  speken  right 
thus.  '  Certes,'  quod  she,  '  yif  any  wight  35 
diftinisshe  haj)  in  this  manere,  that  is  to 
seyn,  that  "hap  is  bitydinge  y-brought 
forth  by  foolish  moevingo  and  by  no 
knettinge  of  causes,"  I  confenne  that  haiJ 
nis  right  naught  in  no  wyse  ;  and  I  dome  40 
al-outrely  that  hap  nis,  ne  dwelleth  but 
a  voice,  as  who  aeith,  but  an  ydcl  word, 
with-outen  any  significacioun  of  thing 
submitted  to  that  vois.  For  what  place 
mighte  ben  left,  or  dwellinge,  to  folye  45 
and  to  disordenaunce,  sin  that  god  ledeth 
and  constreineth  alio  thinges  by  ordre  ? 
For  this  sentence  is  verray  and  sooth, 
that  "  nothing  ne  hath  his  beingo  of 
naught " ;  to  the  whiche  sentence  none  50 
of  thise  olde  folk  ne  withseyde  never ; 
al-be-it  so  that  they  ne  understoden  no 
meneden  it  naught  by  god,  prince  and 
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1>eginncre  of  werkingo,  but  they  casten 

55  [it]  as  a  manere  foundcment  of  subject 
material,  that  is  to  seyn,  of  the  nature  of 
alle  resoiin.  And  yif  that  any  thing  is 
woxen  or  comen  of  no  causes,  than  shal  it 
seme  that  thilke  thing  is  comen  or  woxen 

60  of  naught ;  but  yif  this  ne  may  nat  ben 
don,  thanne  is  it  nat  possible,  that  hap 
be  any  swich  thing  as  I  have  diffinisshed 
a    litel    heer-biforn.'  '  How    shal    it 

thanne  be?'  quod  I.     '  Nis  ther  thanne 

65  no-thing  that  by  right  may  be  cleped 
either  "  hap  "  or  elles  '"  aventure  of  for- 
tune ■'  ;  or  is  ther  aui^lit,  al-be-it  so  that 
it  is  hid  fro  the  peple,  to  whicli  these 
■wordes  ben  covenable  ?  ' 

yo  'Myn  Aristotulis,'  quod  she,  'in  the 
book  of  his  Phisik,  diifinissheth  this  thing 
by  short  resoun,  and  neigh  to  the  sothe.' 
'  In  which  manere?  '  quod  I. 

'  As  ofte,'  quod  she,  '  as  men  doon  any 

75  thing  for  grace  of  any  other  thing,  and 
an-other  thing  than  thilke  thing  that 
men  entenden  to  don  bitydeth  by  some 
causes,  it  is  cleped  "  hap."  Right  as 
a  man  dalf  the  erthe  by  cause  of  tilyinge 

80  of  the  feeld,  and  founde  ther  a  gobet  of 
gold  bidolven,  thanne  wenen  folk  that  it 
is  bifalle  by  fortunous  bitydingc.  But, 
for  sothe,  it  nis  nat  of  naught,  for  it  hath 
his  propre  causes  ;  of  whiclie  causes  the 

85  cours  unforeseyn  and  ruiwar  semeth  to 
ban  maked  hap.  For  yif  the  tilyere  of 
the  i'eld  ne  dolve  nat  in  the  erthe,  and  yif 
the  hyder  of  the  gold  ne  hadde  hid  the 
gold  in  thilke  place,  the  gold  ne  hadde 

90  nat  been  foxande.  Thise  ben  thanne  the 
causes  of  the  abregginge  of  fortuit  hap, 
the  wliich  abregginge  of  fortuit  haji 
comth  of  causes  encountringe  and  flow- 
inge  to-gidere  to  hem-self,  and  nat  by  the 

95  ontencioun  of  the  doer.  For  neither  the 
hyder  of  the  gold  ne  the  delver  of  the 
feeld  ne  understodcn  nat  that  the  gold 
sholde  ban  ben  founde ;  but,  as  I  sayde, 
it  bitidde  and  ran  to-gidere  that  he  dalf 

100  ther-RS  that  other  hadde  hid  the  gold. 
Now  may  I  thus  diffinisshe  "  hap."  Hap 
is  an  unwar  bitydinge  of  causes  assem- 
bled in  thinges  that  ben  don  for  som 
other  thing.  But  thilke  ordrc,  procedinge 


by  an  uneschuablc  bindinge  to-gidere,  105 
which  that  descendeth  fro  the  welle  of 
purviaunce  that  ordeineth  alle  thinges  in 
hir  places  and  in  liir  tymes,  maketh  that 
the  causes  rennen  and  assemblen  to- 
gidere.  110 

Metue  I.     liiipis  Achemenie  sco2)iilis, 
ul)i  ue7'sa  sequentum. 

Tigris  and  Eufrates  resolven  and 
springen  of  00  welle,  in  the  cragges  of  the 
roche  of  the  contree  of  Achemenie,  ther-as 
the  fleinge  bataile  ficcheth  hir  dartes, 
retomed  in  the  brestes  of  hem  that  fol-  5 
wen  hem.  And  sone  after  the  same 
riveres,  Tigris  and  Eufrates,  iinjoinen  and 
departen  hir  wateres.  And  yif  they 
comen  to-gideres,  and  ben  assembled  and 
cleped  to-gidere  into  o  cours,  thanne  10 
moten  thilke  thinges  fleten  to-gidere 
which  that  the  water  of  the  entre- 
chaunginge  flood  bringeth.  The  shippes 
and  the  stokkes  arraced  with  tlie  flood 
moten  assemblen  ;  and  the  wateres  y-  15 
medled  wrappeth  or  implyeth  many  for- 
tunel  happes  or  maneres ;  the  whiche 
wandringe  happes,  natheles,  thilke  de- 
clyninge  lownesse  of  the  erthe  and  the 
flowinge  ordre  of  the  slydinge  water  20 
governeth.  Eight  so  Fortune,  that  semeth 
as  that  it  flcteth  with  slaked  or  un- 
governede  brj'dles,  it  suifereth  brydles, 
that  is  to  seyn,  to  be  governed,  and  passeth 
by  thilke  lawe,  that  is  to  seyn,  hij  thilke  25 
divync  ordenaunce. ' 

Prose  II.     Animaduerto,  inquam. 

'  This  understonde  I  wel,'  quod  I,  '  and 
I  acorde  wel  that  it  is  right  as  thou 
seyst.  But  I  axe  yif  ther  be  anj-  libortee 
of  free  wil  in  this  ordre  of  causes  tliat 
clyven  thus  to-gidere  in  hem-self;  or  5 
elles  I  wolde  witen  yif  that  the  destinal 
cheyne  con.streineth  the  movinges  of  the 
c<(rages  of  men  ? ' 

'  Yis,'  quod  she;    'ther  is-libertee  of 
free  wil.      Ne   ther   ne  was    nevere   no  10 
nature  of  resoun  that  it  ne  hadde  libertee 
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of  free  ■wil.  Fur  every  thing  that  may 
naturely  usen  resoim,  it  hath  doom  hy 
which   it   decerneth   and   demeth   every 

15  thing ;  tlianne  knoweth  it,  by  it-self, 
thinges  that  ben  to  fleen  and  thinges 
that  ben  to  desiren.  And  thilke  thing 
that  any  wight  demeth  to  ben  desired, 
that  axeth   or   desireth  he ;    and  fleeth 

20  thilke  thing  that  he  troweth  ben  to  fleen. 
Wherfore  in  alle  thinges  that  resoun  is, 
in  hem  also  is  libertee  of  willinge  and  of 
nillinge.  But  I  ne  ordeyne  nat,  as  who 
scyth,  I  ne  graunte  >iat,  that  this  libertee 

25  be  evene-lyk  in  alle  thinges.  Forwhj'  in 
the  sovereines  devynes  substaunces,  that 
is  to  seyn,  in  spirits,  jugement  is  more 
cleer,  and  wil  nat  y-corumped,  and  might 
redj'  to  spedeu  thinges  that  ben  desired. 

30  But  the  soules  of  men  moten  nedes  be 
more  free  whan  they  loken  hem  in  the 
speculacioun  or  lokinge  of  the  devj-ue 
thought,  and  lasse  free  whan  thej'  slyden 
in -to  the  bodies  ;  and  yit  lasse  free  whan 

35  thej'  ben  gadered  to-gidere  and  compre- 
hended in  erthely  membres.  But  the 
laste  servage  is  whan  that  they  ben  yeven 
to  ^-yces,  and  han  y-falle  from  the  pos- 
sessioun  of  hir  propre  resoun.     For  after 

40  that  they  han  cast  awej'  hir  eyen  fro  the 
light  of  the  soverej^n  soothfastnesse  to 
lowe  thinges  and  derke,  anon  thej'  derken 
by  the  cloude  of  ignoraunce  and  ben 
troubled    by    felonoiis    talents ;    to    the 

45  whiche  talents  whan  they  aprochen  and 
asenten,  they  hepen  and  encreseu  the 
servage  which  they  han  joyned  to  hem- 
self  ;  and  in  this  manere  they  ben  eaitifs 
fro  hir    propre    libertee.      The    whiche 

50  thinges,  nathelesse,  the  lokinge  of  the 
dcN^yne  purviaunce  seeth,  that  alle  thinges 
bilioldeth  and  seeth  fro  eterne,  and  or- 
deineth  hem  evcrich  in  hir  merites  as 
they  ben  predestinat :   and  it  is  seyd  in 

55  Greek,  that  "  alle  thinges  he  seeth  and 
alle  thinges  he  hereth." 

Me'ere  II.    Puro  clarum  luminc  Phehum. 

Homer  with  the  hony  mouth,  that  is  to 
seyn,  Homer  v;ith  the  sicetc  ditees,  singeth, 
that  the  sonue  is  cleer  bj'  pure  light ; 


natheles  yit  ne  niay  it  nat,  by  the  infirme 
light  of  his  hemes,  breken  or  percen  the  5 
inwarde  entrailes  of  the  erthe,  or  elles  of 
the  see.     So  ne  seeth  nat  god,  maker  of 
the  grete  world  ;  to  him,  that  loketh  alle 
thinges  from  an  heigh,  ne  withst«ndeth 
nat  no  thinges  by  hevinesse  of  erthe  ;  ne  10 
the  night  ne  withstondeth  nat  to  him  by 
the  blake  cloudes.     Thilke  god  seeth,   in 
00  strok  of  thought,  alle  thinges  that  ben, 
or  weren,  or  shoUe  comen  ;   and  thilke 
god,  for  he  loketh  and  seeth  alle  thinges  15 
alone,  thou  mayst   sejm  that  he  is  the 
verra5'  Sonne.' 


Prose  III.     Turn  ego,  en,  inquam, 

Thanne  seyde  I,  '  now  am  I  confounded 
by  a  more  hard  doute  than  I  was.' 

'  What  doute  is  that  ?  '  quod  she.  '  For 
certes,  I  conjecte  now  by  whiche  thinges 
thou  art  troubled.'  5 

'  It  semeth,'  quod  I,  '  to  repugnen  and 
to  contrarien  greetly,  that  god  knoweth 
biforn  alle  thinges,  and  that  ther  is  any 
freedom  of  libertee  For  yif  so  be  that 
god  loketh  alle  thinges  biforn,  ne  god  ne  10 
may  nat  ben  desseived  in  no  manere, 
than  mot  it  nedes  been,  that  alle  thinges 
bityden  the  whiche  that  the  purviaunce 
of  god  hath  seyn  biforn  to  comen.  For 
which,  yif  that  god  knoweth  biforn  nat  i,=; 
only  the  werkes  of  men,  but  also  hii* 
conseiles  and  hir  willes,  thanne  ne  shal 
ther  be  no  libertee  of  arbit  re  ;  ne,  certes, 
ther  ne  may  be  noon  other  dede,  ne  no 
wil,  but  thilke  which  that  the  divj'ne  20 
pur^-iaunce,  that  may  nat  ben  desseived, 
hath  feled  bifora.  For  j'if  that  they 
mighten  wrj'then  awej'  in  othre  manero 
than  they  bon  purveyed,  than  sholde  ther 
be  no  stedefast  prescience  of  thing  to  25 
conjen,  but  rather  an  uncertein  opinioun ; 
the  whiche  thing  to  trowen  of  god,  I  deine 
it  felonye  and  unleveful.  Ne  I  ne  proeve 
nat  thilke  same  resoun,  as  who  seyth,  I  ne 
alouie  nat,  or  I  ne  preysc  nat,  thilke  game  30  i 
resoun,  by  which  that  som  men  wenen 
that  tliey  mowen  assoilen  and  unknitten  | 

the  knotte  of  this  questioun.  For,  eertes, 
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they  seyn  that  thing  nis  nat  to  comen 
35  for  that  the  purviaunce  of  god  hath  seyn 
it  bifoFn  that  is  to  comen,  btit  rather  the 
contrarye,  aitd  that  is  this  :  that,  for  that 
the  thing  is  to  comen,  therfore  ne  may  it 
nat  ben  hid  fro  the  purviaunce  of  god ; 
40  and  in  this  manere  this  necessitee  slydeth 
ayein  in-to  the  contrarye  partye  :  ne  it 
ne  bUioveth  nat,  nedes,  that  thinges  bi- 
tyden  that  ben  pur\'yed,  but  it  bihoveth, 
nedes,  that  thinges  that  ben  to  comen 
♦5  ben  y-porveyed  :  but  as  it  werey-travailed, 
as  who  seyth,  that  thilke  answere  procedeth 
right  as  thogh  men  travaileden,  or  weren 
hisy  to  enqveren,  the  whiche  thing  is  cause 
of  the  vrhiehe  thing  : — as,  whether  the 
50  prescience  is  cause  of  the  necessitee  of 
thinges    to    comen,    or    elles    that    the 
necessitee  of  thinges  to  comen  is  cause 
of  the  purviaunce.     But  I  ne  enforce  me 
nat  now  to  she  wen  it,  that  the  bitydinge 
55  of  thinges  y-wist  bifom  is  necessarie,  how 
so  or  in  what  manere  that  the  ordre  of 
causes  hath  it-self;  al-thogh  that  it  ne 
seme  nat  that  the  prescience  bringe  in 
necessitee    of   bitydinge    to    thinges    to 
60  comen.     For  certes,  yif  that  any  wight 
Sitteth,  it  bihoveth  by  necessitee  that  the 
opinioun  be  sooth  of  him  that  conjecteth 
that  he  sittetli  :  and  ayein  ward  also  is  it 
of  the  contrarye  :   yif  the   opinioun  be 
65  sooth  of  any  wight  for  that  he  sitteth, 
it  bihoveth   by  necessitee  that  he  sitte. 
Thanne  is  heer  necessitee  in  that  con 
and  in   that  other  :  for  in  that  oon  is 
necessitee  of  sittinge,  and,  certes,  in  that 
70  other  is  necessitee  of  sooth.    But  therfore 
ne    sitteth    nat    a   wight,   for   that  the 
opinioun  of  the  sittinge  is  sooth  ;  but  the 
opinioun  is  rather  sooth,  for  that  a  wight 
sitteth  bifom.     And  thus,  al-thogh  that 
75  the  caiise  of  the  sooth  cometh  of  that 
other  syde  (as  who  seyth,  that  al-thogh  the 
eavae  of  sooth  comth  of  the  sitting,  and  nat 
of  the  trewe  opinioun),  algates  yit  is  ther 
comune  necessitee  in  that   oon   and  in 
80  that  other.     Thus  sheweth  it,  that  I  may 
make  semblable  skiles  of  the  purviaunce  I 
of  god  and  of  thinges  to  comen.     For 
althogh  that,   for  that    thinges  ben   to  ] 
comen,  ther-fore  ben  they  purveyed,  nat,  j 


certes,  for  that  they  ben  purt'eyed,  ther-  85 
fore  ne  bityde  they  nat.     Yit  natheles, 
bihoveth  it  by  necessitee,  that  either  the 
thinges  to  comen  ben  y-purveyed  of  god, 
or  elles  that  the  thinges  that  ben  jjur- 
veyed  of  god  bityden.      And  this  thing  90 
only  suffiseth  y-nongh  to  destroyen  the 
freedom  of  oure  arbitre,  that  is  to  seyn,  of 
oure  free  wil.     But  now,  certes,  sheweth  it 
wel,  hoiv  fer  fro  the  scthe  and  how  up-so- 
doun  is  this  thing  that  we  seyn,  that  the  95 
bitydinge  of  temporel  thinges  is  cause  of 
the  eteme  prescience.     But  for  to  wenen 
that  god  pur%-yeth  the  thinges  to  comen 
for  they  ben  to  comen,  what  other  thing 
is  it  but  for  to  wene  that  thilke  thinges  100 
that  bitidden  whylom  ben  causes  of  thilke 
soverein  purv'yaunce  tJtat  is  in  god  ?     And 
her-to  /  adde  yit  this  thing     that,  right 
as  whan  that  I  wot  that  a  thing  is,  it 
bihoveth  by  necessitee  that  thilke  selve  105 
thing  be  ;  and  eek,  whan  I  have  knowe 
that  any  thing  shal  bityden,  so  byhoveth 
it  by  necessitee  that  thilke  thing  bityde  : 
— so  folweth  it  thanne,  that  the  bitydinge 
of  the   thing  y-wist  biforn  ne  may  nat  110 
ben  eschued.     And  at  the  laste,  yif  that 
any  wight  wene  a  thing  to  ben   other 
weyes  thanne  it  is,  it  is  nat  only  un- 
science,  but  it  is  deceivable  opinioun  ful 
diverse  and  fer  fro  the  sothe  of  science.  115 
Wherfore,  j'if  any  thing  be  so  to  comen, 
that  the  bitydinge  of  hit  ne  be  nat  cer- 
tein  ne  necessarie,  who  may  weten  biforn 
that  thilke  thing  is  to  comen  ?    For  right 
as  science  ne  may  nat  ben  medled  with  uo 
falsnesse  {as  who  seyth,   that    yif  I  wot 
a  thing,  it  ne  may  nat  be  false  that  I  ne  wot 
it),  right  so  thilke  thing  that  is  conceived 
by  science  ne  naay  nat  ben   non   other 
weys  than  as  it  is  conceived.     For  that  is  i.'5 
the  cause  whj-  that  science  wanteth  lesing 
{as  who  seyth,  why  that  ivitinge  ne  receiveth 
nat  lesinge  of  that  it  tcot) ;  for  it  bihoveth, 
by  necessitee,  that  everj-  thing  be  right 
as  science  comprehendeth  it  to  be.  WHiat  13" 
shal  I  thanne  seyn  ?    In  whiche  manere 
knoweth  god  biforn  the  thinges  to  comen, 
yif  they  ne  be  nat  certein  ?     For  j-if  that 
he  deme   that   they  ben   to   comen   un- 
eschewably,   and   so   may   be   that  it    is  135 
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possible  that  they  ne  shollen  nat  comen, 
god  is  deceived.  But  nat  ouly  to  troweu 
that  god  is  deceived,  but  for  to  speke  it 
■with  mouth,  it  is  a  felonous  sinne.     But 

140  yif  that  god  wot  that,  right  so  as  thinges 
ben  to  comen,  so  shuUen  they  comen — so 
that  he  wite  egaly,  as  tcho  seyth,  indiffer- 
ently, that  thinges  mowen  ben  doon  or 
ellesnaty-doon— whatis  thilke  prescience 

14.5  that  ne  comprehendeth  no  certein  thing 
ne  stable  ?  Or  elles  what  diflference  is 
ther  bitwixe  the  prescience  and  thilke 
jape-worthy  divyninge  of  Tiresie  the 
divynour,  that  seyde  :  "  Al  that  I  seye," 

150  quod  he,  "  either  it  shal  be,  or  elles  it 
ne  shal  nat  be?"  Or  elles  how  mochel 
is  worth  the  devyne  prescience  more 
than  the  opinioun  of  mankinde,  yif  so  be 
that  it  demeth  the  thinges  uncertein,  as 

155  men  doon ;  of  the  whiche  domes  of  men 
the  bitydinge  nis  nat  certein  ?  But  yif 
so  be  that  non  uncertein  thing  ne  may 
ben  in  him  that  is  right  certein  welle 
of  alle  thinges,  thanne  is  the  bitydinge 

160  certein  of  thilke  thinges  whiche  he  hath 
wist  biforn  fermely  to  comen.  For  which 
it  folweth,  that  the  freedom  of  the  con- 
seiles  and  of  the  werkes  of  mankind  nis 
nun,    sin   that   the   thoght  of  god,   that 

165  secth  alle  thinges  without  errour  of  fals- 
nesse,  bindeth  and  constreineth  hem  to 
a  bitydinge  by  necessitee.  And  yif  this 
thing  be  ones  y-graunted  and  received, 
that  is  to  .leyn,  that  ther  7iis  no  free  icille, 

170  than  shewcth  it  wel,  how  greet  destruc- 
cioun  and  how  grete  damages  ther  folwen 
of  thinges  of  mankinde.  For  in  ydel  ben 
ther  thanne  purposed  and  bibight  medes 
to  gode  folk,  and  peynes  to  badde  folk, 
175  sin  that  no  moevinge  of  free  corage 
voluntarie  ne  hath  nat  deserved  hem, 
that  M  to  aeyn,  neither  mede  ne  peyne  ;  and 
it  sholde  seme  thanne,  that  thilke  thing 
is  alderworst,  which  that  is  now  dcinj'd 

180  for  aldermost  just  and  most  rightful,  that 
is  to  aeyn,  that  shrewes  ben  punisshed,  or 
elles  that  gode  folk  ben  y-gerdoned :  the 
whiche  folk,  sin  that  liir  propre  wil  ne 
sent  hem  nat   to   that   oon    ne    to   that 

185  other,  that  is  to  seyn,  neither  to  gode  ne 
to  ?iarm,   but  constreineth   hem  certein 


necessitee  of  thinges  to  comen  :    thanne 
ne   shollen   ther  nevere  ben,  ne  nevere 
weren,  vyce  ne  vertu,  but  it  sholde  rather 
ben  confusioun  of  alle  desertes  medled  190 
with-outen  discrecioun.    And  yit  ther  fol- 
weth an-other  inconvenient,  -f-than  whiche 
ther  ne  may  ben  thoght  no  more  felonous 
ne  more  wikke  ;  and  that  is  this :  that,  so 
as  the  ordre  of  thinges  is  y-led  and  comth  '95 
of  the  ijurviaunce  of  god,  ne  that  no-thing 
nis  leveful  to  the  conseiles  of  mankinde 
(as  tvlu)  seyth,  that  men  han  no  potcer  to 
doon  no-thing,  ne  wilne  no-thing),  than  fol- 
weth it,  that  cure  vyces  ben  referred  to  joo 
the  maker  of  alle  good  {as  who  seyth,  than 
foliceth  it,  that  god  oughte  han  thb  blame  of 
oure  vyces,  sin  Jie  constreineth  us  by  neces- 
sitee to  doon  vyces).     Thanne  is  ther  no 
resoun  to  hopen  in  god,  ne  for  to  preyen  J05 
to  god  ;  for  what  sholde  any  wight  hopen 
to  god,  or  why  sholde  he  preyen  to  god, 
sin  that  the  ordenaunce  of  destinee,  which 
that  ne  may  nat  ben  inclyned,  knitteth 
and  streineth  alle  thinges  that  men  may  iio 
desiren  ?     Thanne  sholde   ther  be   d<x)n 
awey  thilke  only  allyaunce  bitwixen  god 
and  men,  that  is  to  seyn,  to  hopen  and  to 
preyen.    But  by  the  piys  of  rightwisnesijfe 
and  of  verray  mekenesse  we  deserven  the  215 
gerdoun  of  the  divyne  grace,  which  that 
is  inestimable,  tliat  is  to  seyn,  that  it  is  so 
greet,  that  it  ne  may  nat  ben  ful  y-preysed. 
And  this  is  only  the  manere,  that  is  to 
seyn,    hope    and  preyeres,   for   which    it  -^^o 
semeth  that  men  mowen  speke  with  god, 
and  by  resoun  of  supplicacioun  be  con- 
joined to  thilke  cleernesse,  that  nis  nat 
aproched  no  rather  or  that  men  beseken 
it  and  impetren  it.     And  yif  men  wene  225 
nat   that   hope   ne   preyeres   uc  han  no 
streng^hes,  by  the  necessitee  of  thinges 
to  comen  y-received,  what  thing  is  ther 
thanne  by  whiche  we  mowen  ben  con- 
joined   and    clyven    to    thilke   soverein  230 
prince  of  thinges  ?  for  which  it  bihoveth, 
by   necessitee,  that  the   linage  of  man- 
kinde, as  thoH  songe  a  litel  her-biforn, 
be  departed  anil  unjoined  from  his  welle, 
and   fallen   of  his   biginning^,    that  is  to  235 
sryn,  god. 
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Metre  III.    Quenam  discors  federa  rerum. 

Wliat  discordable  cause  hath  to-rent 
aud  unjoined  the  bindinge,  orthe  alliaunce, 
of  thinges,  that  is  to  seyn,  the  conjtmccioun 
of  god  and  man  ?  Mliiche  god  hatli 
establisshed  so  greet  bataile  bitwixen 
thise  two  soothfast  or  verray  thinges, 
that  is  to  seyn,  hitwixen  the  purviaunce  of 
god  and  free  tcil,  that  they  ben  singiilor 
and  devyded,  ne  that  they  ne  wolen  nat 
be  medeled  ne  coupled  to-gidere  ?  But 
ther  nis  no  discord  to  the  verray  thinges, 
but  they  clyven,  certein,  alwey  to  hem- 
self.  But  the  thought  of  man,  confounded 
and  overthrowen  by  the  dirko  membres 
of  the  body,  ne  may  nat,  by  fjT  of  his 
derked  looking,  that  in  to  seyn,  by  the 
vigour  of  his  insighte,  whyl  the  soule  is  in 
the  body,  knowe  the  thinne  subtil  knitt- 
inges  of  thinges.  Butwherfore  enehaufeth 
it  so,  by  so  greet  love,  to  findon  tliilke 
notes  of  sooth  y-covered  ;  that  is  to  seyn, 
y:herforc  enehaufeth  the  thoght  of  man  by 
30  greet  desyr  to  knotcen  thilke.notificacwns 
that  ben  y-hid  under  the  covertoures  of 
sooth  ?  Wot  it  aught  thilke  thing  that  it, 
anguissous,  desireth  to  knowe  ?  As  who 
seith,  nay ;  for  no  man  travaileth  fur  to 
witen  thinges  that  he  uxit.  And  therfore 
the  texte  seith  thus  :  but  who  travaileth  to 
witen  thinges  y-knowe  ?  And  j'if  that  he 
ne  knoweth  hem  nat,  what  seketh  thilke 
blinde  thoght  ?  What  is  he  that  desireth 
any  tiling  of  which  he  wot  right  naught? 
As  icho  seith,  who  so  desireth  any  thing, 
nedes,  somwhat  he  knoiceth  of  it ;  or  elles, 
he  ne  coiide  nat  desire  it.  Or  who  may 
folwen  thinges  that  ne  ben  nat  5--wist '/ 
And  thogh  that  he  seke  tho  thinges,  wher 
shal  he  finde  hem  ?  What  wight,  that  is 
.1I  unconninge  and  ignoraunt,  may 
knowen  the  forme  that  is  y-foundo  ?  But 
whan  the  soule  biholdeth  and  seeth  the 
heye  thoght,  that  is  to  seyn,  god,  than 
knoweth  it  to-gidere  the  somme  and  the 
singularitees,  that  is  to  seyn,  the  jirinciples 
and  everich  by  himself.  But  now,  whyl 
the  soule  is  hid  in  the  cloude  and  in  the 
derkenesse  of  the  membres  of  the  body, 
it  ne  hath   nat  al  for-yeten  it-self,   but 


it   with-holdeth   the  somme  of  thinges,  50 
aud   leseth   the   singularitees.      Thanne, 
who-so  that  seeketh  soothnesse,  he  nis  in 
neither  nother  habite  ;  for  he  noot  nat  al, 
ne  he  ne  hath  nat  al  foryeten  :  but  yit 
liim  remembreth  the  somme  of  thinges  55 
that  he  with-holdeth,  and  axeth  conseil, 
and  retreteth    deepliche   thinges  y-seyn 
biforn,  that  is  to  seyn,  the  grete  somme  in 
his  viinde  :    so  that  he  mowe  adden  the 
parties  that  he  hath  for-yeten  to  thilke  60 
that  he  hath  -with-holden.' 

Prose  IV,    Turn  ilia :  Vetus,  inquit,  hec  est. 

Thanne  seide  she  :  '  this  is,'  quod  she, 
'  the  olde  question  of  the  purviavince  of 
god  ;  and  Marcus  Ti-illius,  whan  he  de- 
%-yded  the  diyynaciouns,  that  is  to  seyn,  in 
his  book  that  he  ivroot  of  divynaciouns,  he  5 
moevede  gretly  this  questioun  ;  and  thou 
thy-self  has  y-sought  it  mochel,  and 
outrely,  and  longe  ;  but  yit  ne  hath  it 
nat  ben  determined  ne  y-sped  fermelj- 
and  diligently  of  any  of  yow.  And  the  10 
cause  of  this  derkenesse  and  of  this  diffi- 
cult ee  is,  for  that  the  moevinge  of  the 
resoun  of  mankinde  ne  may  nat  moeven 
to  (tliat  is  to  seyn,  applyen  orjoinen  to)  the 
simplicitee  of  the  devyne  prescience  ;  the  15 
whiche  simplicitee  of  the  devyne  prescience, 
yif  that  men  mighten  thinken  it  in  any 
mancr,  that  is  to  seyn,  that  yif  men  mighten 
thinken  and  comprehenden  the  thinges  as 
god  seeth  hem,  thanne  ne  sholde  ther  ;o 
dwelleu  outrely  no  doute  :  the  whiche 
resoun  and  cause  of  difficulteel  shalassaye 
at  the  laste  to  shewe  and  to  speden, 
wluiii  I  have  first  y-spended  and  answered 
to  tho  resouns  by  which  thou  art  y-  25 
moeved.  For  I  axe  why  thou  wenest  that 
thilke  resouns  of  hem  that  assoilen  this 
questioun  ne  ben  nat  speedful  y-noiigh 
ne  sufficient  :  the  whiche  solucioun,  or 
the  Khiche  resoun.  for  that  it  demeth  that  30 
the  prescience  nis  nat  cause  of  necessitee 
to  thinges  to  comen,  than  ne  weneth  it 
nat  that  freedom  of  wil  be  destorbed  or 
y-let  by  prescience.  For  ne  drawestow 
nat  arguments  from  elles-where  of  the  35 
necessitee   of  thinges  to-comcn  {as  who 
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aeith,  any  other  icey  than  thus)  but  that 
thilke   thii^ges  that  the   prescience  wot 
bifom  ne  mowen  nat  unbityde  ?     JTiat  is 
40  to    seyn,    that    they    moten    bityde.      But 
thanne,   yif  that  prescience  no  putteth 
no   necessitee   to  thinges    to   comen,   as 
thou  thy-self  hast  confessed  it  and  bi- 
kuowen  a  litel  her-bifom,  -what  cause  or 
45  what  is  it  {as  ivho  seith,  ther  may  no  cause 
he)  by  which  that  the  endes  voluntarie  of 
thinges  mighten  be  constreined  to  certein 
bitydinge  ?     For  by  grace  of  positioun,  so 
that  thou  mowe  the  betere  understonde 
50  this  that  folweth,  I  pose,  per  impossibile, 
that  ther  be  no  prescience.     Thanne  axe 
I,'  quod  she,  '  in  as  mochel  as  apertieneth 
to   that,    sholden    thanne    thinges    that 
conien  of  free  wil  ben  constreined  to  bi- 
55  tj-den  by  necessitee ? '  Boece.     'Nay,' 

quod  I, 

'  Thanne  ayeinward,'  quod  she,  '  I  sup- 
pose that  ther  be  prescience,  but  that  it 
ne  putteth  no  necessitee  to  thinges  ; 
60  thanne  trowe  I,  that  thilke  selve  freedom 
of  wil  shal  dwellen  al  hool  and  absolut 
and  unbounden.  Btit  thou  wolt  seyn 
that,  al-be-it  so  that  prescience  nis  nat 
cause  of  the  necessitee  of  bitydinge  to 
65  thinges  to  comen,  algates  jdt  it  is  a  signe 
that  the  thinges  ben  to  bityden  by 
necessitee.  By  this  manere  thanne,  al- 
thogh  the  prescience  ne  hadde  never 
y-ben,  yit  alf/ate  or  at  the  leeste  iveye  it 
70  is  certein  thing,  that  the  endes  and 
bitydinges  of  thinges  to  comen  sholden 
ben  necessarie.  For  every  signe  sheweth 
and  signifj-eth  only  what  tlie  thing  is, 
but  it  ne  maketh  nat  the  thing  that  it 
75  signifyeth.  For  which  it  bihoveth  first 
to  shewen,  that  no-thing  ne  bitydeth 
that  it  ne  bitydeth  by  necessitee,  so  that 
it  may  appere  that  the  prescience  is  sig^e 
of  this  necessitee  ;  or  elles,  yif  ther  nere 
80  no  necessitee,  certes,  thilke  prescience 
ne  mighte  nat  be  signe  of  thing  that  nis 
nat.  But  certes,  it  is  now  certein  tliat 
the  proevc  of  this,  y-sustened  by  stidefast 
resoun,  ne  shal  nat  ben  lad  ne  proeved 
85  Ijy  signes  ne  by  arguments  y-taken  fro 
with-oute,  but  by  causes  covenable  and 
necessarie.      But  tJion   mayst  seyn,   how 


may  it  be  that  the  thinges  ne  bityden 
nat  that  ben  y-purveyed  to  comen  ?   But, 
certes,    right    as    we    trowen    that   tho  90 
thinges  which  that  the  purviance  wot 
biforn  to  comen  ne  ben  nat  to  bityden  ; 
but  that  ne  sholden  we  nat  demen  ;  but 
rather,  al-thogh  that  they  shal  bityden, 
yit  ne  have  they  no  necessitee  of  liir  95 
kinde  to  bityden.      And  this  maystow 
lightly  aperceiven   113^  this   that   I  shal 
seyn.     For  we  seen  many  thinges  whan 
they  ben  don  bifom  oure  eyen,  right  as 
men   seen    the    cartere  worken    in    the  icw 
torninge  or  atempringe  or  adressinge  of 
hise  cartes  or  charietes.     And  by  this 
manere  (as  who  seith,  maystow  understonde) 
of  alle  othere  icorkmen.     Is  ther  thanne 
any    necessitee,    as    who    seith,    in    oure  105 
lokinge,  that  constreineth  or  compelleth 
any  of  thilke  thinges  to  ben  don  so  ? ' 
Boece.     '  Nay,'  quod  I ;  '  for  in  ydel  and 
in  veyn  were  al  the  effect  of  craft,  yif 
that  alle  thinges  weren  moeved  by  con-  110 
streiningo  ; '  that  is  to  seyn,  by  constreininge 
of  oure  eyen  fir  of  oure  sight. 

'  The  thinges  thanne,'  (juod  she,  '  that, 
whan  men  doon  hem,  ne  han  no  neces- 
sitee that  men  doon  hem,  eek  tho  same  115 
thinges,  first  or  they  ben  doon,  they  ben 
to  comen  with-oute  necessitee.     For-why 
ther  ben  somme  thinges  to  bitj'den,  of 
which  the  endes  and  the  bitydinges  of 
hem  ben  absolut  and  quit  of  alle  neces-  120 
sitee.     For  certes,  I  ne  trowe  nat  that 
any  man    wolde    seyn   this :    that    tho 
thinges  that  men  doon  now,  that  they 
ne  weren  to  bityden  first  or  they  weren 
y-doon ;    and    thilke    same  thinges,   al-  125 
tliogh  that  men  had  y -wist  hem  biforn, 
yit  they  han  free  bit3'dinges.     For  right 
as  science  of  thinges  present  ne  bnngeth 
in   no   necessitee    to   tliinges  that  men 
doon,  right  so  the  prescience  of  thinges  130 
to  comen  ne  bringeth  in  no  necessitee  to 
thinges  to  bityden.  But  thou  mayst  seyn, 
that   of  thilke   same  it  is  y-douted,   as 
whether  that  of  tliilke  thinges  that  no 
han  non  issues  and  bitydinges  necessaries,  1 35 
yif  ther-of  may  ben  any  prescience ;  for 
certes,   they  semen  to  discorden.      For 
thon  wenest  that,  yif  that  thinges  ben 
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y-sojTi    bifom,   that    neccssitee    folwetli 

140  hem  ;  anfl  >-if  nocessitee  faileth  horn, 
they  ne  mighten  nat  ben  wist  bifom, 
and  that  nothing  ne  may  ben  compre- 
benfled  by  science  but  cortein  ;  an<I  yii' 
tho  thinges  that  ne  ban  no  cortein  bi- 

145  tydinges  ben  purveyed  as  certein,  it 
sholde  ben  dirknesse  of  opmiovin,  nat 
sooth  fastnesse  of  science.  And  thon 
wenest  that  it  bo  diverse  fro  the  hool- 
nesse   of  science   that  any  man   sholde 

150  deme  a  thing  to  ben  other-weys  thanne 
it  is  it-self.  And  the  cause  of  this  erronre 
is,  that  of  alle  the  tliinges  that  every 
wight  hath  j--knowe,  they  wenen  that 
tho  thinges  been  y-knowe  al-oonly  by  the 

155  strengthe  and  by  the  nature  of  the 
thinges  that  ben  y-wist  or  y-knowe  ;  and 
it  is  al  the  contrarie.  For  al  that  ever 
is  y-knowe,  it  is  rather  comprehended 
and  knowen,  nat  after  his  strengthe  and 

160  his  nativre,  but  after  the  facialtee,  that 
is  to  seyn,  the  pmcer  and  the  nature,  of  hem 
that  knowen.  And,  for  that  this  thing 
shal  mowon  shewen  byashortensaumple  : 
the  same  roundnesse  of  a  body,  other- 

165  weys  the  sighte  of  the  eye  knoweth  it, 
and  other-weyes  the  touchinge.  The 
lokinge,  by  castinge  of  his  hemes,  waiteth 
and  seeth  from  afer  al  the  body  to-gidere, 
with-oute  moevinge  of  it-self;    but  the 

170  touchinge  clyveth  and  conjoineth  to  the 
rounde  body,  and  moeveth  aboute  the 
environinge,  and  comprehendeth  by 
parties  the  roundnesse.  And  the  man 
him-self,  other-weys  wit  biholdeth  him, 

175  and  other-weys  imaginacioun,  and  other- 
weys  resoun,  and  other-weys  intelligence. 
For  the  "wit  comprehendeth  withontc- 
forth  the  figure  of  the  body  of  the  man 
that  is  establissed  in  the  matere  subject ; 

tSo  but  the  imaginacioun  comprehendeth 
only  the  figure  withonte  the  matere. 
Eesoun  siirmounteth  imaginacioun,  and 
comprehendeth  by  universal  lokinge  the 
comune   speee    that    is    in  the   singnler 

185  peces.  But  the  eye  of  intelligence  is 
heyere  ;  for  it  surmountcth  the  environ- 
inge of  the  universitee,  and  looketh,  over 
that,  by  pure  subtilitee  of  thoght,  thilke 
Same   simple  forme   of  man  that  13  pcr- 


(hirably  in  the  divijne  thoght.  In  whiche  190 
tliis  oughte  grcetly  to  ben  considered, 
that  the  hcyeste  strengthe  to  compre- 
henden  thinges  enbrasoth  and  contieneth 
the  lowere  strengths ;  \>\\i  the  lowere 
strengthe  ne  aryseth  nat  in  no  manere  195 
to  heyere  strengthe.  For  wit  ne  may 
no-thing  coniprehende  out  of  matere,  ne 
the  imaginacioun  ne  loketh  nat  the  iini- 
versels  speces,  ne  resoun  taketh  nat  the 
simple  forme  S6  as  intelligence  taketh  it ;  200 
but  intelligence,  that  looketh  al  ahoven, 
wlian  it  hath  comprehended  the  forme, 
it  knoweth  and  demeth  alle  the  thinges 
that  ben  under  that  forme.  But  she 
knoireth  hem  in  thilke  manere  in  the  205 
whiche  it  comprehendeth  thilke  same 
simple  forme  that  ne  may  never  ben 
knowen  to  none  of  that  other ;  that  is  to 
seyn,  to  none  of  tho  three  forseide  thinges 
of  the  soivle.  For  it  knoweth  the  tiniver-  210 
sitee  of  resoun,  and  the  figure  of  the 
imaginacioun,  and  the  sensible  material 
conceived  by  wit  \  ne  it  ne  useth  nat  nor 
of  resoun  ne  of  imaginacioun  ne  of  wit 
withoute-forth ;  but  it  biholdeth  alle  215 
thinges,  so  as  I  shal  soye,  by  a  strok  of 
thought  formely,  ivithoiite  discours  or  col- 
lacioun.  Certes  resoun,  whan  it  looketh 
any-thing  universel,  it  ne  useth  nat  of 
imaginaciovin,  nor  of  witte,  and  algates  220 
yit  it  comprehendeth  the  thinges  imagin- 
able and  sensible  ;  for  resoim  is  she  that 
diffinisseth  the  luiiversel  of  hir  conseyte 
right  thxTS  : — man  is  a  resonable  two- 
foted  beest.  And  how  so  that  tliis  225 
knowinge  is  universel,  yet  nis  ther  no 
wight  that  ne  woot  wel  that  a  man  is 
a  thing  imaginable  and  sensible ;  and 
this  same  considereth  wel  resoun ;  \m.t 
that  nis  nat  by  imaginacioun  nor  by  wit,  230 
but  it  looketh  it  by  a  resonable  concep- 
cioun.  Also  imaginacioun,  al-be-it  so  that 
it  taketh  of  wit  the  beginninges  to  seen 
and  to  formen  the  figures,  algates,  al- 
thogh  that  wit  ne  were  nat  present,  yit  235 
it  environcth  and  comprehendeth  alle 
thinges  sensible  ;  nat  by  resoun  sensible 
of  deminge,  but  by  resoun  tmaginatif. 
Seestow  nat  thanne  that  alle  the  thinges, 
in  knowinge,  usen  more  of  hir  facultee  240 
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or  of  hir  power  than  thfp  doon  of  the 
facultee  or  power  of  thingos  that  beu  y- 
knowe  ?  Nc  that  nis  nat  wrong;  for  so 
as  ever>-  j  ugcnicnt  is  the  dede  or  doinge 
245  of  him  that  demeth,  it  bihoveth  that 
every  wight  performe  the  werk  and  his 
entencioiin,  nat  of  foreine  power,  hut  of 
his  propre  power. 


Metke  IV.     Quondam  porticus  attulit. 

The  Porche,   that  is  to  seyn,  a  gate  of 
the  toicn  of  Athenes  ther-aa  philosophres 
liadden    hir    congregacioun    to    desjyuten, 
thilke  Porche   broughte   som-tyme   olde 
5  men,    ful   dorke   in    hir   sentences,    that 
is     to     seyn,    ji^^^^osophres    that     highten 
Stoiciens,  that  wenden  that  images  and 
sensibilitees,  that  is  to  seyn,  sensible  imagin- 
aciouns,  or  elles  imaginaciouns  of  sensible 
10  thinges,    weren   cmpreinted   in-to  sowlos 
fro  bodies  withoute-forth  ;    as  who  seith, 
that  thilke  Stoiciens  wenden  that  the  soide 
hadde  ben  naked  of  it-self,  as  a  mirour  or 
a  dene   parchemin,   so    that    alle  figures 
15  mosten  first  comenfro  thinges  fro  withoute- 
forth  in-to  souies,  and  ben  empreinted  in-to 
sowles  :  Text :  right  as  we  ben  wont  soni- 
tyme,    by  a  swifte    pointel,   to    iicchen 
lettres  empreinted  in  the  sniotlienesse  or 
20  in  the  pleinncsse  of  the  table  of  wex  or 
in  parchemin  that  ne  hath  no  figure  ue 
note    in    it.        Glose.     But   now  argueth 
Boece  ayeins  that  opinioxin,  and  seith  thus  : 
But    yif   tlie    tliryvinge    sowle    ne    im- 
-S  plej"tetli  no-thing,  that  is  to  seyn,  ne  doth 
no-thing,    by  his  propre  moe'vanges,  but 
sufFreth  and  Ij-th  subgit  to  tlio  figures 
and  to  tho  notes  of  bodies  withoute-forth, 
and  j-ildeth  images  j-del  and  \cyn  in  the 
30  manere  of  a  mirour,  whennes  thrj'^eth 
thanue  or  whennes  comth  thilke  know- 
inge  in  our  sowle,  that  discerneth  and 
biholdeth  alio  thinges  ?     And  whennes  is 
thilke  strengthe  that  biholdeth  tho  singu- 
35  ler  thinges  ;  or  whennes  is  the  strengthe 
that    deN-ydeth    thinges    y-knowe ;    and 
thilke  strengthe  that  gadereth  to-gidere 
the  thinges  de\'yded  ;  and  the  strengthe 
that    cheseth    his    entrechaunged   wey  'if 


For  som-tyme  it  heveth  up   the   hevcd,  40 
that  is  to  seyn,  that  it  heveth  up  the  etiten- 
cioun  to  right  heye  thinges  ;  and  som-tymo 
it  desceudeth  in-to  right  lowe   thinges. 
And  whan  it   retorneth  in-to  him-self, 
it   reprocveth    and   destroyeth   the   false  45 
thinges   by  the   trewe   thinges.     Certes, 
this   strengthe   is   cause   more   efficient, 
and  mochel  more  mighty  to  seen  and  to 
knowe  thinges,   than    thilke    cause   that 
suffreth  and  receiveth  the  notes  and  the  5* 
figures   impressed   in   maner  of  matere. 
Algates  the  passioun,  that  is  to  seyn,  the 
suffraunce  or  the  wit,  in  the  quike  body, 
goth  biforn,  excitinge  and  moevinge  the 
strengthes  of  the  thought.     Eight  so  as  55 
whan  that  cleernesse  smyteth  the  eycn 
and  moeveth  hem  to  seen,  or  right  so  as 
vois  or  soun   hurteleth  to  the  eres  and 
commoeveth  hem  to  herkne,  than   is  the 
strengthe  of  the  thought  y-moeved  and  60 
excited,  and  clepeth  forth,  tt)  som))lable 
moevinges,  the  speces  that  it  halt  Avith- 
inne  it-self;    and  addeth  tho  speces   to 
the   notes  and  to  the  thinges  withoute- 
forth,  and  medleth  the  images  of  thinges  C'5 
withoute-forth    to    tho    formes    y-hiddo 
with-inne  him-self. 


Pkose  V,    Quod  si  in  corporibus  sentiendis. 

But  what  yif  that  in  bodies  to  ben 
feled,  that  is  to  seyn,  in  the  tdkinge  of 
knowelechinge  of  bodily  thinges,  and  al-be- 
it  so  that  the  qualitees  of  bodies,  that 
ben  objecte  fro  withoute-forth,  moeven  5 
and  entalenten  the  instruments  of  tho 
wittes  ;  and  al-be-it  so  that  the  passiouu 
of  the  body,  that  is  to  seyn,  tlie  wit  or  the 
suffraunce,  goth  to-forn  the  strengthe  of 
the  workinge  corage,  the  which  passioun  lO 
or  sufl'raunce  clepeth  forth  the  dede  of 
the  thoght  in  him-self,  and  moeveth  and 
exciteth  in  this  mene  whyle  the  formes 
that  resten  withinno-forth  ;  and  yif  that, 
in  sensible  bodies,  .'is  I  have  seyd,  our  15 
corage  nis  nat  y-taught  or  empreinted 
by  passioun  to  knowe  thise  thinges,  l>ut 
demetli  and  knoweth,  of  his  owne 
strengthe,    the    passioun    or    sufFrauuce 
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20  atibject  to  the  body  :  moohe  more  thauue 
tlio  thinf^os  that  bon  absolnt  an<l  quite 
fro  alle  talpnts  or  afftvfinnns  of  bo<lie<3, 
as  god  or  his  atintjcles,  no  folwen  nat  in 
ilisoemingo  thinges  object  fro  withonte- 

'5  forth,  bnt  they  af complisslicn  anil  spoflen 
the  (lode  of  hir  thogbt.  By  tliis  r»>sonn 
thanne  ther  cornen  many  maner  know- 
inges  to  dyverse  and  difFeringe  snb- 
staunces.     For  the  wit  of  tlie  body,  the 

30  whiche  wit  is  naked  and  despoiled  of 
alle  other  knowinges,  thilke  wit  comth 
to  beostes  that  ne  niowen  nut  n^oeven 
hem-self  her  and  ther,  as  oystres  and 
mutciiles,  and  other  sieiche  shelle-fish  of 

35  the  see,  that  clj'ven  and  ben  norisshed 
to  nxdies.  But  the  imagiuacionn  comth 
to  romnable  beestes,  that  semen  to  han 
talent  to  fleen  or  to  desiren  any  thing. 
Bnt  resonn  is  al-only  to  the  linage   of 

40  mankinde,  right  as  intelligence  is  only 
[to]  the  devyne  natiire  :  of  which  it  fol- 
"Wcth,  that  thilke  knowinge  is  more  worth 
than  thise  othre,  sin  it  knoweth  by  his 
propre  nature  nat  only  his  si^bject,    as 

45  tvho  seith,  it  ne  knoireth  nat  al-only  that 
apertieneth  prox^erly  to  his  knowinge,  bnt 
it  knoweth  the  subjects  of  alle  other 
knowinges.  But  how  shal  it  thanne  be, 
yif  that  wit  anil  imaginacioiin   strj-^-en 

50  ayein  resoninge,  and  seyn,  that  of  thilke 
universel  thing  that  resoun  weneth  to 
seen,  that  it  nis  right  naught  ?  For  icit 
and  imaginacioun  seyn  that  that,  that  is 
sensible  or  imaginable,  it  ne  may  nat  be 

55  universel.  Thanne  is  either  the  juge- 
ment  of  resovin  sooth,  ne  that  ther  nis 
nothing  sensible  ;  or  eUes,  for  that  resonn 
Wot  wel  that  many  thinges  ben  subject 
to  wit  and  to  imaginacioun,   thanne   is 

60  the  concepcioun  of  resoun  veyn  and  I'alse, 
•which  that  loketh  and  comprehendeth 
that  that  is  sensible  and  singuler  as 
universel.  And  yif  that  resoun  wolde 
answeren  ayein  to  thise  two,   that  is  to 

65  seyn,  to  witte  and  to  imaginacioun,  and 
seyn,  that  soothly  she  hir-self,  that  is  to 
seyn,  resoun,  loketh  and  comprehendeth, 
by  resoun  of  iTiiiversalitee,  bothe  that 
that  is  sensible  and  that  that  is  imagin- 

70  able  ;  and  that  thilke  t^vo,  that  is  to  seyn. 


wit  and  imaginacioun,  ne  mowen  nat 
strecchen  ne  enhansen  hem-self  to  the 
knowinge  i>f  universalitee,  for  that  the 
knowinge  of  hem  ne  may  exceden  ne 
surmonnte  the  bodily  figures  :  ccrtes,  Of  75 
the  knowinge  of  thinges,  men  oughten 
rather  yeven  credence  to  the  more  stede- 
fast  ami  to  the  more  parfit  jugement. 
In  this  maner  strj-vinge  thanne,  we 
that  han  strengthe  of  resoninge  and  of  So 
imagiiiinge  and  of  wit,  that  is  to  seyn, 
by  )'esoun  and  by  imaginacioun  and  by  wit., 
we  shoMc  rather  preyse  the  cause  of 
resoun ;  as  who  seith,  tlian  the  cause  of 
wit  and  of  imaginacioun.  85 

Semblable  thing  is  it,  that  the  resoun 
of  mankinde  ne  weneth  nat  that  the 
devyne  iutcUigonce  bi-holdcth  or  know- 
eth thinges  to  comen,  but  right  as  the 
resoun  of  mankinde  knoweth  hem.  For  90 
thou  aiguest  and  seyst  thus  :  that  yif 
it  ne  seme  nat  to  men  that  some  thinges 
han  certein  and  neccssarie  bitydiuges, 
they  ne  mowen  nat  ben  wist  biforn  cer- 
teiuly  to  bityden.  And  thanne  nis  ther  05 
no  prescience  of  thilke  thinges  ;  and  yif 
we  trowe  that  prescience  be  in  thise 
thinges,  thanne  is  ther  no-thing  that  it 
ne  bitydeth  by  necessitee.  But  certes, 
yif  we  mighten  han  the  jugement  of  the  i«X) 
devyne  tlmght,  as  we  ben  parsoneres  of 
resoun,  right  so  as  we  han  demed  that 
it  behoveth  that  imaginacioun  and  wit 
be  binethe  resoun,  right  so  wolde  we 
domen  that  it  were  rightful  thing,  that  103 
mannes  resoun  oughte  to  sitbmitten  it- 
self and  to  ben  binethe  the  divyne 
thoght.  For  which,  yif  that  we  mowen, 
as  tcho  seith,  that,  yif  that  v:e  mowen, 
I  counseyle,  that  we  enhanse  us  in-to  tlie  »io 
heighte  of  thilke  soverej'n  intelligence ; 
for  ther  shal  resoun  wel  seen  that,  that 
it  ne  may  nat  biholden  in  it-self.  And 
certes  that  is  this,  in  what  manor  the 
prescience  of  god  seeth  alle  thinges  cor-  115 
teins  and  diffinisshed,  al-thogh  they  ne 
han  no  certein.  issues  or  bitydinges ;  ne 
this  is  non  opinioun,  but  it  is  rather  the 
simplicitee  of  the  sovereyn  science,  that 
nis  nat  enclosed  nor  y-shet  within  none  uo 
bound  es. 
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Metbe  v.     Quain  tiariis  terria  anhnaUa 
pemieant  fignris. 

Tlie  beestcs  passeu  1>y  the  erthes  by  ftil 
diverse  figures.  For  som  of  hem  lian  hlr 
bodies  straiight  and  crepcn  in  the  dust, 
and  drawen  after  hem  a  tras  or  a  fornh 
5  y-continued  ;  ihat  is  to  seyn,  as  nadres  or 
snakes.  And  other  beestes,  hy  the  wan- 
dringe  ligbtnesse  of  hir  winges,  beteu  the 
windes,  and  over-swimmen  the  spaces  of 
the  longe  eyr  by  moist  fleeinge.  And  other 

i(j  beestes  gladen  hem-self  to  diggen  hir  tras 
or  hir  steppes  in  the  erthe  with  hir  goings 
or  with  hir  feet,  and  to  goon  either  by 
the  grene  feldes,  or  elles  to  walken  nnder 
the   wodfs.     And  al-be-it  so  that  thou 

15  seest  that  they  alle  discorden  by  diverse 
formes,  algates  hir  faces,  enelined,  hevieth 
hir  dulle  wittes.  Only  the  linage  of  man 
heveth  heyestc  his  heye  heved,  and 
stondeth  light  with  his  up-right  body, 

JO  and  biholdeth  the  erthes  under  him. 
And,  but-yif  thou,  erthely  man,  wexest 
jTel  out  of  thy  wit,  this  figure  amonesteth 
thee,  that  axest  the  hevene  with  thy 
righte  visage,  and  hast  areysed  thy  fore- 

-5  heved,  to  beren  up  a-heigh  thy  corage ; 
so  that  thy  thoght  ne  be  nat  y-hevied  ne 
put  lowe  under  fote^  sin  that  thj-  bodj-  is 
so  heye  areysed. 

PuosE  V^I.     Quoniam  igitto;  uti  pauUo 
ante, 

Therfor  thaaine,  as  I  have  shewed  a 
litel  her-biforn,  that  al  thing  that  is 
y-wist  iiis  nat  knowen  by  his  nature 
propre,  but  by  the  nature  of  hem  that 
5  comprehenden  it,  lat  us  loke  now,  in  ajs 
mochel  as  it  is  leveful  to  us,  as  who  seith, 
lat  us  loke  now  as  loe  moiven,  which  that 
the  estat  is  of  the  devyne  substaunce  ;  so 
that   we   mowen   eck   knowen  what  his 

10  science  is.  The  commune  jugement  of 
ttlle  creatures  resonables  thanne  is  this : 
that  god  is  eterne.  Lat  us  considere 
thanne  what  is  eternitee  ;  for  cartes  that 
shal    shewen   us  to-gidere    the    dovj-ne 

15  nature  and  the  devyne  science.  Eter- 
nitee, thanne.  isjiarfit  possessioun  andal- 


togidere  of  Ij-f  interminable  ;  and  that 
sheweth  more  cleerly  bj-  the  comparisoun 
or  the  collacioun  of  temporel  thiuges. 
For  al  thing  that  liveth  in  tyme  it  is 
present,  and  procedeth  fro  preterits  in-to  .;o 
futures,   that  is  to  seyn.  fro  tyme  passtd 
in-to  tyme  cominge  ;  ne  ther  nis  no-thing 
establisshed  in  tyme  that  may  embracen 
to-gider  al  the   space   of  his  lyf.     For 
certcs,  yit  ne  hath  it  taken  the  tyme  of  ^5 
to-morwe,  and  it  hath  lost  the  tyme  of 
yisterday.     And  certes,  in  the  lyf  of  this 
day,  ye  ne  liven  no  more  but  right  as  in 
the  moevable  and  transitorie  moment. 
Tlianne  thilke  thing  that  sufifretli  tern-  30 
porel  condicioun,  al-thogh  that  it  never 
bigan  to  be,  ne  thogh  it  never  cese  for  to 
be,  as  Aristotle  demed  of  the  world,  and 
al-thogh  that  the  Ij'f  of  it  be  strecched 
with  infinitee   of  tyme,  yit   algates  nis  35 
it  no  swich   thing  that   men    mighteu 
trowen  by  right  that  it  is  eterne.     For 
al-thogh  that  it  comprehende  and  em- 
brace the  space  of  \yi  infinit,  yit  algates 
ne  embraceth  it  nat  the  space  of  the  lyl  4° 
al-togider  ;  for  it  ne  hath  nat  the  futures 
that  ne  beia  nat  yit,  ne  it  ne  hath  no  lenger 
the  preterits  that  hen  y-doon  or  y-passed. 
But  thilke  thing  thanne,  that  hath  and 
comprehendeth  to-gider  al  the  plentee  of  45 
the  lyf  interroinable,  to  whom  ther  ne 
faileth  naught  of  the  future,  and  to  whom 
ther  nis  naught  of  the  preterit  escaped 
nor  y-passed,  thilke  same  is  y-witnessed 
and  y-proeved  by  right  to  be  eterne.    And  50 
it   bihoveth   by  necessitoe    that    thilke 
thing  be  al-wey  present  to  him-self,  and 
compotont ;  as  who  seith,  al-wey  present  to 
him-self,  and  so  mighty  that  al  be  right  ai 
his plesaunce  ;  and  that  he  have  al  present  55 
the   infinitee     of    the    moevable    tyme. 
Whor-for  som   men   trowen  wrongfully 
that,  whan  they  heren  that  it  semede  to 
Plato  that  this   world  ne  hadde  never 
beginninge   of  tyme,   ne   that  it   never  60 
shal  ban   failinge,   they  wenen  in   this 
maner  that  this  world  be  maked  coeteruo 
with  his  niaker  ;  as  who  seith,  they  wcnc 
that  this  world  and  god  hen  maked  togider 
eterne,   and  that   is  a  wrmig/ul  weninge.  65 
For  other  thing  is  it  to  ben  3-lad  by  lyf 
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iutenniuable,  as  Plato  graiinted  to  the 
world,  and  other  thing  is  it  to  embrace 
to-gider  al  the  present  of  the  lyt'  intor- 

70  minable,  the  -whiche  thing-  it  is  cleer  and 
manifest  that  it  is  propre  to  the  devj-ue 
thoght. 

Ne  it  ne  sholde  nat  semen  to  \is,  that  god 
is  elder  thanne  thingesthat  ben  y-makod 
75  ^y  quantitee  of  tyme,  but  rather  T>y  the 
propretee  of  his  simple  nature.  For  this 
ilke  infinit  moevinge  of  tempore!  thinges 
folweth  this  presentarie  estat  of  lyf  \\n- 
moevable ;    and  so    as    it    ne    may   nat 

80  conntrefeten  it  ne  fejiien  it  ne  be  even- 
lyke  to  it  for  the  inmoevabletee,  that  is  to 
$eyn,  that  is  in  the  etemitee  of  god,  it 
failetb  and  falleth  iu-to  moevinge  fro  the 
simplicitee  of  the  presence  of  god,  and 

85  disencreseth  in-to  the  infinit  qnantiteo  of 
future  and  of  preterit  :  and  so  as  it  ne 
may  nat  ban  to-gider  al  the  plentee  of 
the  lyf,  algates  j-it,  for  as  moche  as  it  ne 
ceseth  never  for  to  ben  in  som  maner,  it 

90  semeth  som-del  to  ns,  that  it  folweth  and 
resembleth  thilke  thing  that  it  ne  may 
nat  atayne  to  ne  fulfillen,  and  bindeth 
it-self  to  som  maner  presence  of  this  litel 
and  swifte  moment  :  the  ■which  presence 
95  of  this  litel  and  su\ffe  moment,  for  that  it 
bereth  a  maner  image  or  lyknesse  of  the 
aj--dwellinge  presence  of  god,  it  grannt- 
eth,  toswicbe  maner  thinges  as  itbitydeth 
to,  that  it   semeth  hem  as  thise  thinges 

100  han  y-bev,  and  ben. 

And,  for  that  the  presence  of  sioich  litel 
moment  ne  may  nat  dwelle,  ther-for  it 
ravisshed  and  took  the  infinit  wey  of 
tyme,  that  is  to  aeyn,  by  successiowt ;  and 

105  by  this  maner  is  it  y-doon,  for  that  it 
sholde  continue  the  lyf  in  goinge,  of  the 
whiche  lyf  it  ne  mighte  nat  enbrace  the 
plentee  in  dwellinge.  And  for-thy,  yif 
we    woUen    putten    worthy    names    to 

no  thinges,  and  folwen  Plato,  lat  us  seye 
thanne  soothly,  that  god  is  eterne,  and 
the  world  is  perpetuel.  Thanne,  sin  that 
every  jugement  knoweth  and  coniprehend- 
eth  by  his  owue  nature  thinges  that  ben 

J»5  subject  un-to  him,  ther  is  soothly  to  god, 
al-weys.  an  eterne  and  presentarie  estat ; 
and  the  science  of  him,  that  over-passeth 


al  teniporel  moevement,  dwelleth  in  the 
simplicitee  of  his  presence,  and  embraceth 
and  considereth  alle  the  infinit  spaces  of  '■'O 
tymes,  preterits  and  futures,  and  loketh, 
in  his  simple  knowinge,  alle  tliinges  of 
pretei-it  right  as  thej-  weren  y-doon  pre- 
sently right  now.  Yif  thoix  wolt  thanne 
thenken  and  a\'j'se  the  prescience,  bj-  >^3 
which  it  knoweth  alle  thinges,  thoix  ne 
shal  nat  demen  it  as  prescience  of  thinges 
to  comen,  but  thou  shalt  demen  it  more 
rightfully  that  it  is  science  of  presence  or 
of  instaunce,  that  never  ne  faileth.  For  130 
which  it  nis  nat  y-cleped  "  previdence," 
but  it  sholde  rather  ben  cleped  "  pur- 
%'iaunce,"  that  is  establisshed  ful  fer  fro 
right  lowe  thinges,  and  biholdeth  from 
a- fer  alle  thinges,  right  as  it  were  fro  the  '35 
heye  heighte  of  thinges.  ^^^ly  axestow 
thanne,  or  why  desputestow  thanne,  that 
thilke  thinges  ben  doon  by  necessitee 
whiche  that  ben  y-seyn  and  knowen  by 
the  devjnie  sighte.  sin  that,  forsothe,  men  140 
ne  maken  nat  thilke  thinges  necessarie 
which  that  they  seen  ben  y-doon  in  hir 
sighte  ?  For  addeth  thy  biholdinge  any 
necessitee  to  thilke  thinges  that  thou 
biholdest  preseute  i* '         '  Nay,'  quod  I.       145 

Philosophie.  '  Certes,  thanne,  if  men 
mighte  maken  any  dignc  comparisoun  or 
coUacioun  of  the  presence  devyne  and  of 
the  presence  of  maukinde,  right  so  as  ye 
seen  some  thinges  in  this  temporel  pre-  150 
sent,  right  so  seeth  god  alle  thinges  by 
his  eterne  present.  'V\Tier-fore  this  de- 
vyne prescience  ne  chaungeth  nat  the 
natiire  ne  the  propretee  of  thinges,  biit 
biholdeth  swiche  thinges  present  to  him-  155 
ward  as  they  shuUen  bityde  to  yow-ward 
in  tyme  to  comen.  Ne  it  confoundeth 
nat  the  jugement  of  thinges ;  but  by  o 
sighte  of  his  thought,  he  knoweth  the 
thinges  to  comen,  as  wel  necessarie  as  nat  160 
necessarie.  Right  so  as  whan  ye  seen 
to-gider  a  man  walken  on  the  erthe  and 
the  Sonne  arysen  in  the  hevene,  al-be-it  so 
that  ye  seen  and  biholden  that  oon  and 
that  other  to-gider,  yit  natheles  ye  demen  165 
and  discemen  that  that  oon  is  voluntarie 
and  that  other  necessarie.  Right  so 
thanne  the  devj-ne  lookinge,  biholdirige 
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alle  tbinges  vuitUT  him,  ne  Iroubli-th  nat 

J70  tho  qnalitee  of  thinges  that  bon  certeinly 
present  to  him-ward  ;  but,  as  to  tlie  cou- 
dicioun  of  tjme,  forsothe,  they  ben 
future.  For  which  it  folweth,  that  this 
nis  uoon  opinioun,  but  rather  a  stedefast 

175  knowinge,  y-strengthcd  by  soothnesse, 
that,  whanne  that  god  knoweth  anj-thing 
to  be,  he  ne  unwot  nat  that  thilke  thing 
wanteth  necessitee  to  bo  ;  this  is  to  seyn, 
that,  whan  that  god  knoweth  any  thing  to 

180  bifyde,  he  icot  v:el  that  it  ne  huth  no  neces- 
sitee to  bityde.  And  yif  thou  seyst  hcer, 
that  thilke  thing  that  god  seeth  to 
bitj'de,  it  ne  may  nat  unbitj'de  (as  tcko 
seith,  it  mot  bityde),  and  thilke  thing  that 

185  ne  may  nat  unbityde  it  mot  bityde  by 
necessitee,  .ind  that  thou  streyne  me  by 
this  name  of  necessitee  :  certes,  I  wol  wcl 
confessen  and  biknowe  a  thing  of  ful  sad 
trouthe,  but  unnethe  shal  ther  any  wight 

190  mowe  seen  it  or  come  ther-to,  but-yif  tliat 
he  bo  biholder  of  the  devyne  thoght.  For 
I  wol  answeren  thee  thus :  that  thilke 
thing  that  is  future,  whan  it  is  referred 
to  the   devjTie   knowinge,  thanne  is   it 

195  necessarie  ;  but  certes,  whan  it  is  vmder- 
stonden  in  his  owne  kinde,  men  seen 
it  is  outrely  free,  and  absolut  fro  alle 
necessitee. 

For  certes,   ther  ben  two  maneres  of 

joo  necessitee.  Tliat  oon  necessitee  is  simple, 
as  thus  :  that  it  bihoveth  by  necessitee, 
that  alle  men  be  mortal  or  deedly. 
Another  necessitee  is  conditionel,  as  thus  : 
yif  thou  west  that  a  man  walketh,   it 

205  bihoveth  by  necessitee  that  he  walko. 
Thilke  thing  thanne  that  any  wight  hath 
y-kuowe  to  be,  it  ne  may  ben  non  other 
weyes  thanne  ho  knoweth  it  to  Ijo.  But 
this  condicioun  ne  draweth  nat  with  hir 

210  thilke  necessitee  simple.  For  certes,  this 
necessitee  conditionel,  the  propre  nature 
of  it  ne  makoth  it  nat,  but  tho  adjeccioun 
of  the  condicioun  maketli  it.  For  no  ne- 
cessitee ne  constreyneth  a  man  to  gon, 

2'S  that  goth  by  his  propre  wil;  al-be-it  so 
that,  whan  he  goth,  that  it  is  necessarie 
that  ho  goth.  Eight  on  this  same  maner 
thanne,  yif  tliat  the  purviaunce  of  god 
seeth  any  thing  present,  than  mot  thilke 


thing  ben  by  necessitee,  al-thogh  that  it  220 
no  have  no  necessitoe  of  his  owne  nature. 
But  certes,  the  futures  that  bityden  by  free- 
dom of  arbitre,  god  seeth  hem  alio  to-gider 
present.  Thise  thinges  thanne,  yif  they 
ben  referred  to  tho  devyne  sighte,  thanne  225 
ben  they  maked  necessarie  by  the  con- 
dicioun of  tho  devyne  knowinge.  But 
certes,  yif  thilke  thinges  be  considered  by 
hem-self,  they  ben  absolut  of  necessitee, 
and  ne  forleten  nat  ne  cesen  nat  of  the  230 
libertee  of  hir  owne  nature.  Thanne, 
certes,  with-oute  doute,  alle  the  thinges 
shollen  bon  doon  which  that  god  wot 
biforn  that  they  ben  to  comen.  But  som 
of  hem  comen  and  bityden  of  free  arbitre  235 
or  of  free  icille,  that,  al-be-it  so  that  they 
bityden,  yit  algates  no  lese  they  nat  hir 
propre  nature  in  beinge ;  by  the  which 
first,  or  that  they  weren  y-doon,  they 
hadden  power  nat  to  han  bitid.'  Boece.  240 
'  What  is  this  to  seyn  thanne, '  quod  I, 
'  that  thinges  ne  ben  nat  necessarie  by  hir 
propre  nature,  so  as  they  comen  in  alle 
maneres  in  the  lyknesse  of  necessitee  by 
tho  condicioun  of  the  devyne  science  ?'       245 

'  Tliis  is  the  difference,'  quod  she  ;  '  that 
tho  thinges  that  I  purposede  thee  a  litel 
heer-biforn,  that  is  to  seyn,  the  sonnc 
arysinge  and  tho  man  walkinge,  that, 
ther-whyles  that  thilke  thinges  been  y-  250 
doon,  they  no  mighte  nat  ben  undoon ; 
natheles,  that  oon  of  hem,  or  it  was 
y-doon,  it  bihoved  by  necessitee  that  it 
was  y-doon,  but  nat  that  other.  Bight  so 
is  it  here,  that  the  thinges  that  god  hath  255 
present,  with-oute  doute  they  shollen 
been.  But  som  of  hem  descendeth  of  the 
nature  of  tliinges,  as  the  sonne  arysinge ; 
and  som  descendeth  of  the  power  of  the 
doeres,  as  the  man  tcalkinge.  Thanne  i(^o 
seide  I  no  wrong,  that  yif  these  thinges 
ben  referred  to  tho  devyne  knowinge, 
thanne  ben  thoy  necessarie  ;  and  jdf  they 
ben  considered  by  hem-self,  thanne  ben 
they  absolut  fro  the  bond  of  necessitee.  265 
Eight  so  as  alle  thinges  that  aijereth  or 
shcweth  to  the  wittes,  yif  thou  referre  it 
to  resoun,  it  is  universel ;  and  yif  thou 
referre  it  or  loke  it  to  it-self,  than  is  it 
singuler.     But  now,  yif  thou  seyst  thus,  270 
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that  j-if  itbe  in  my  power  to  ehamigo  my 
purpos,  than  shal  I  voide  the  pxirviauucc 
0/  god,  whan  that,  peraventwre,  I  shal 
han  chaunged  the  thinges  that  he  know- 

275  eth  bilorn,  thanne  slial  I  answere  thee 
thns.  Certes,  thf>u  mayst  wel  ehaunge 
thy  purpos  ;  hnt,  for  as  mochel  as  the 
present  soothnesse  of  the  devyue  pur- 
viawnce     hiholdeth     that     thou     mayst 

a8o  chaxmge  tlij'  purpos,  and  whether  thou 
wolt  ehaunge  it  or  no,  and  whiderward 
that  thou  tome  it,  thou  ne  mayst  nat 
eschuen  the  dcvyne  prescience  ;  right  as 
thou  ne  mayst  nat  fleen  the  sighte  of  the 

285  prescnte  eye,  al-though  that  thou  tome 
thy-self  by  tliy  free  wil  in-to  dj-verse 
acciouns.  But  thou  mayst  seyn  ayeiii : 
"  How  shal  it  thanne  be?  Shal  nat  the 
devyne  science  1>e  chaunged  by  my  dis- 

J90  posicioun,  whan  that  I  wol  o  thing  now, 
and  now  another  ?  And  thilke  prescience, 
ne  semethit  nat  to  entrechaixnge  stonndes 
of  knowinge  ;  "  '  as  who  seith,  ne  shal  it  nat 
seme  to  us,  that  the  devyne  prescience  entre- 

295  chaungeth  hise  dyverse  stoundes  of  know- 
inge, so  that  it  Jcnoux  sum-tyme  o  thing  and 
sum-tyme  the  contrarie  of  thnt  thing? 
'  Xo,  forsothe,'  quod  I. 

Philosophie.    'For   the    devyne    sighte 

300  reuneth  to-forn  and  seeth  alle  futures, 
and  clepeth  hem  ayein,  and  retorneth 
hem  to  the  presence  of  his  propre  know- 
inge ;  ne  he  ne  entrechaungeth  nat,  so  as 
thou  wenest,  the   stoundes   of  forknow- 

305  inge,  as  now  this,  now  that ;  but  he  ay- 
dwellinge  oomth  biforn,  and  embraceth 
at  o  strook  alle  thy  mutaclouns.  And  this 
presence  to  comprehenden  and  to  seen 
alle  thinges,  god  ne  hath  nat  taken  it  of 

310  the  bitj-dinge  of  thingea  to  come,  but  of  his 


propre  simplicitoe.    And  hgr-l^j-  is  assoiled 
]  thilke   thing  that   thou   pattest   a    lifel 
her-biforn,  that  is  to  seyn,  that  it  is  un- 
worthy thing  to  sejTi,  that  our  futures 
yeven  cause  of  the  science  of  god.     For  .^15 
certes,    this    streng:the    of    the    devyne 
science,     wliich     that     embraceth     alle 
thinges    by    his    presentarie    knowinge, 
establissheth  maner  to  alle  thinges,  and 
it  ne  oweth  nai\ght  to  latter  thinges  ;  and  320 
■  sm  that  these  thinges  ben  thns,  that  is  to 
seyn,  sin  that  necessitee  nia  nat  in  thingex  Jiy 
tlie  devyne  j>rescience,  than  is  ther  freedom 
of  arbitre,  that  dwelleth   hool  and  un- 
I  wemmed  to  mortal  men.    Xe  the  lawes  ne  3^5 
i  purposen  nat  wikkedly  medes  and  peynes 
to   the   willinges   of  men   that   ben   un- 
bounden  and  quite  of  alle  necessitee.  And 
god,  bih older  and  for-witer  of  alle  thinges, 
;  dwelleth  above  ;  and  the  present  eternitee  330 
!  of  his  sighte    renneth    alwey  with    the 
'  dj-\-erse  qixalitee  of  oure  dedes,  dispens- 
i:ige  and  ordeyninge  medes  to  goode  men, 
and  torments  to  wikked  men.    Ne  in  ydel 
\  ne  in  vej-n  ne  ben  ther  nat  put  in  god  335 
hope  and  preyeres,  that  ne  mowen  nat 
ben  unspeedful  ne  with-oute  effect,  whan 
they  ben  rightful.         Withstond  thanne 
and  eschue  thou  ^•yces  ;  worshipe  and  love 
thou  virtues  ;  areys  thy  corage  to  right-  34a 
ful  hopes ;   yilde  thou  humble  preyeres 
a-heigh.      Gret    Hecessitee    of   prowesse 
and  vertu  is  encharged  and  commaunded 
to  yow,  yif  ye  nil  nat   dissimulen  ;   sin 
that  ye  worken  and  doon,  that  is  to  seyn,  3-1^ 
yoitr  dedes  or  your  v.-orkes,  bifom  the  eyen 
of  the  juge  that   seeth  and  d^meth   alle 
thinges.'     To  whom  be  glorye  and  v.vrahipe 
hy  infinit  tymes.     Ames. 
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TROILUS    AND    CRISEYDE. 


BOOK    I. 


1.  The  double  sorwe  of  Troilus  to  tellen, 
That    was    the    king    Priamus    sone    of 

Troye, 
In  lovinge,  how  his  aventui'es  fellen 
Fro  wo  to  wele,  and  after  out  of  joye, 
My  purpos  is,  er  that  I  parte  fro  ye.        5 
Thesiplione,  thou  help  me  for  t'endyte 
Thise  woful  vers,  that  wepen  as  I  wryte  ! 

2.  To  thee  clepe  I,  thou  goddesse  of  tor- 

ment, 
Thou  cruel  Furie,  sorwing  ever  in  peyne  ; 
Help  me,  that  am.  the  sor\vful  instrument 
That  helpeth  lovers,  as  I  can,  to  ple3me  ! 
For  wel  sit  it,  the  sothe  for  to  sejoie,     12 
A  woful  wight  to  han  a  drery  fere. 
And,  to  a  sorwfol  tale,  a  sory  chere.      -Z? 

3.  For  Ifthat  god  of  Loves  servaunts  serve, 
Ne  dar  to  Love,  for  myii  unlj-klinesse,  16 
Prey  en    for  speed,  al    sholde    I   therfor 

stei-ve, 
S'l  fer  am  I  fro  his  help  in  derknosse  ; 
But  nathelees,  if  this  may  doon  gladnesse 
To  any  lover,  and  his  cause  avayle,         20 
Have  he  my  thank,  and  myn  be  this  tra- 

vayle !  ry 

4.  But  ye  loveres,   that  bathen  in  glad- 

nesse, 
If  any  drope  of  pitee  in  yow  be, 
Eemembreth  yow  on  passed  hevinesse 
That  ye  han  felt,  and  on  the  adversitee  25 
Of  othere  folk,  and  thenketh  how  that  ye 
Han  felt  that  Love  dorste  yow  displese  ; 
Or  ye  han  wonne  him  with  to  greet  an  ese. 


5.  And  preyeth  for  hem  that  ben  in  the  cas 
Of  Troilus,  as  ye  may  after  here,  30  — 
That  love  hem  bringe  in  hevene  to  solas.  •  ^ 
And  eek  for  me  preyeth  to  god  so  dere. 
That  I  have  might  to  shewe,    in   som 

manere, 
Swich  peyne  and  wo  as  Loves  folk  endure, 
In  TroUus  unsely  aventure.  35 

6.  And  biddeth  eek  for  hem  that  been 

despeyred 
in  love,  that  never  nil  recovered  be, 
And  eek  for  hem  that  falsly  been  apeyred 
Thorugh  wikked  tonges,  be  it  he  or  she  ; 
Thus  biddeth  gfod,  for  his  benignitee,     40 
To  graunte  hem  sone  out  of  this  world  to 

pace, 
That  been  despeyred  out  of  Loves  grace. 

7.  And  biddeth  eek  for  hem  that  been  at 

ese. 
That  god  hem  graunte  ay  good  perseve- 

raunce. 
And  sende  hem  might  hir  ladies  so  to 

plese,  45 

That  it  to  Love  be  worship  and  plesaunce. 
For  so  hope  I  my  soule  best  avaunce, 
To  preye  for  hem  that  Loves  ser\'aunts  be. 
And  wryte  hix-  wo,  and  live  in  charitee. 

S.  And  for  to  have  of  hem  compassioun  50 
As  though  I  were  hir  owene  brother  dere-  ,■» 
Now  herkeneth  with  a  gode  entencioun. 
For  now  wol  I  gon  streight  to  my  matere. 
In  whiehe  ye  may  the  double  sorwes  here 
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Of  Troilufl,  in  loving  of  Ciiseyile, 
Anil  how  that  sho  forsook   him 
(leyde. 

9.  It  is  wel  wist,  how  that  the  Grekes' 

stronge 
In  armes  with  a  thowsanil  shippes  wente 
To  Troje-w ardes,  and  tlie  citee  longe 
Assegeden  neigh  ten  yeererthey  stente,  60 
And,  in  diverse  wj'se  and  oon  entente, 
The  ravisshing  to  wreken  of  Eleyne, 
3j-  Paris  doon,  they   wronghten  al  hii' 

peyne. 

10.  Now  fll  it  so,  that  in  the  toun  ther  wa; 
Pwellinge  a  lord  of  greet  auctoritee,   ^((5 
A  gret  devyn  that  cleped  was  Calkasj 
That  in  science  so  expert  was,  that  lie 
Knew  wel  that  Troye  sholde  destroyed  bo, 
By  answere  of  his  god,  that  highte  thtis, 
Datm  Phebus  or  Ax>ollo  Delphicus.  70 

11.  So  whan  this  Calkas  knew  ty  calcu- 
linge, 

And  eek  by  answere  of  this  Appollo, 
That  Grekes  sholden  swich  a  peple  bringe, 
Thorugh  which  that  Troye   nioste  been 

for-do, 
He  caste  anoon  oixt  of  the  toun  to  go ;     75 
For  wel  wiste   he,  by   sort,  that   Troye 

sholde 
Pefitroyed  been,  ye',  wolde  whoso  nolde 

12.  For  which,  for  to  departen  softely 
Took  purpos  ful  this  forkuowinge  wyse. 
And  to  the  Grekes  ost  ful  prively  80 
He  stal  anoon  ;  and  they,  in  curteys  wj'se, 
Him.  deden  botho  worship  and  servyse, 
In  trust  that  he  hath  conning  hera  to  rode 
In  every  peril  which  tliat  is  to  Urede 

I'd.  The  noyse  up  roos,  whan  it  was  first 

aspyed,  85 

Thorugh  al  the  toun,  and  generally  was 

spoken, 
That  Calkas  traj'tor  fled  was,  and  allj'ed 
With  hem  of  Grece ;  and  casten  to  ben 

wroken 
On  him  that  falsly  hadde  his   feith  so 

broken  ; 
And  seyden,  he  and  al  his  kin  at  ones    90 
Ben  worthy  for  to  brenuen,  fel  and  bones. 


14.  Xow  hadde  Calkas  lett,  in  this  mes- 
chaunce, 

Al  unwist  of  this  false  and  wikkc<l  dede, 
His  dougliter,    which   that   was  in  grot 

pt^naiince. 
For  of  hir  lyf  sho  was  ful  sore  in  drede,    95 
As  she  that  niste  what  was  best  to  rede  ; 
For  bothe  a  widowe  was  she,  and  allone 
Of  any  freend,  to  whom  she  dorste  hir 

mone. 

15.  Criseyde  was  this  ladj-  name  a-right ; 
As  to  my  dome,  in  al  Troyes  citee         kx) 
Nas  noon  so  fair,  for  passing  every  wight 
So  aungellyk  was  hir  natyf  beautee. 
That  Ij'k  a  thing  inmortal  semed  she. 
As  doth  an  hevenish  parfit  creature. 
That    doun    were    sent   in   scorning    of 

nature.  105 

16.  This  lady,  which  that  al-day  herde  at 
ere 

Hir   fadres    shame,    his    falsnessc    and 

tres<ran, 
Wel  nigh  out  of  hir  wit  for  sorwe  and  fere. 
In  widewcs  habit  large  of  samit  broun. 
On  knees  she  fil  bifom  Ector  a-doun  ;    1 10 
With  pitous  voys,  and  tendrely  wepinge. 
His  mercj'  bad,  hir-solven  oxcusinge. 

17.  Ifow  was  this  Ector  pitoiis  of  nature, 
And  saw  that  she  was  sorwfuUy  bigoon, 
Aaid  that  she  was  so  fair  a  creature  ;    115 
Of  his  goodncsse  ho  gladed  hir  anoon. 
And  seyde,  '  lat  your  fadres  treson  g<ion 
Forth  with  mischaunce,  and  ye  your-self, 

in  joye, 
Dwelletli  with  \is,  whj-1  y->\\  good  list,  in 
Troye. 

18.  And  al  thonour  that  men  may  doon 
yow  have,  i^o 

As  ferforth  as  your  fader  dwelled  hei'C, 
Ye  shul  han,  and  your  bodj-  shal  men  save, 
As  fer  as  I  may  ought  enquere  or  here.' 
And  she  him  thonked  with  fill  humble 

chere. 
And  oft«r  wolde,  and  it  hadde  ben  his 

wille,  i35 

And  took  hir  leve,  and  hoom,  and  held 

hir  stille. 
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19.  Ami  ill  hir  lious  she  abood  with  swich 
iiicynee 

As  to  hir  honour  nede  vas  to  holde  ; 
And  whyl  she  was  dwelliuge  in  that  citee, 
Kt'pte  hir  estat,  and  bothe  of  yonge  and 

olde  130 

Fill  wi'l  beloved,  and  wel  men  of  hir  toide. 
But  whether  that  she  children  hadde  or 

noon, 
I  rede  it  nought ;  therfore  I  lete  it  goon. 

20.  Tlie  thinges  fellen,  as  thoy  doon  of 

werre, 
Bitwixen    hem    of   Troye    and    Grekes 

ofte  I  135 

For  som  day  boughten  they  of  Troye  it  j 

derre,  ; 

And  eft  the  Grekes  founden  no  thing  softe 
The  Iblk  of  Troye  ;  and  thus  fortune  on-  i 

lofte, 
And  under  eft,  gan  hem  to  wheelen  bothe 
After  hir  cours,  ay  whyl  they  were  wrothe. 

21.  But  how  this  toun  com  to  destruc- 
ciouu  141 

K^e  falleth  nought  to  purpos  me  to  telle  ; 
For  it  were  here  a  long  disgressioun 
Fro  my  matere,  and  yow  to  longe  dwelle. 
But  the  Troyanc  gestes,  as  they  felle,  145 
In  Omer,  or  in  Dares,  or  in  Dj'te, 
Who-so  that  can,  may  rede  hem  as  they 
wryte. 

&2.  But  though  that  Grekes  hem  of  Troye 

shetten, 
And  hir  citee  bisegedc  al  a-bouto, 
Hir  oldo  usage  wolde  they  not  letten,    150 
As  for  to  honoure  hir  goddcs  ful  devoute  ; 
But  aldermost  in  honour,  out  of  df>ute, 
They  hadde  a  relik  hight  Palladion, 
That  was  hir  trist  a-boven  everichon. 

23.  And   so   bifel,  whan  comen  was  the 
tynie  155 

Of  Aperil,  whan  clotlicd  is  the  mede 
With  nowe  grene,  of  lusty  Ver  the  prynie. 
And  swote  smellen  floures  wli.'V'te  and  rede. 
In  sondrj-  wyses  shewed,  as  I  rede, 
The  folk  of  Troye  hir  observauncea  olde.  _ 
Palladiones  feste  for  to  holde.  i6i{ 

24.  And  to  the  temple, in  al  hir  beste  wyse,| 
In  general,  ther  wente  many  a  wight, 


To  herknen  of  ralladion  the  sorvyse  ; 
And  namely,  so  many  a  lusty  knight,  165 
So  many  a  lady  fresh  and  mayden'bright, 
Ful  \>el  araj-ed,  Iwthe  moste  and  leste, 
Ye,  bothe  for  the  seson  and  the  feste. 

25.  Among  tliise  othere  folk  was  Criseyda, 
In  widewes  habite  blak ;  but  nathclees, 
Bight  as  our  firste  lettre  is  now  an  A,  171 
In  beautee  first  so  stood  she,  makeleos  ; 
Hir  godly  looking  gladede  al  tlio  prces. 
Nas  never  sej-n  thing  to  ben  preysed  derre, 
Nor  under  cloude  blak  so  bright  a  sterro 

26.  As  was  Criseyde,  as  folk  sej-de  everich- 
oon  176 

That  hir  biheMen  in  hir  blake  wede  ; 
And  yat  she  stood   ful   lowe   and   stillo 

alloon, 
Bihindeu  otliere  f'dk,  in  litel  brcde. 
And   neigh   the  dore,   ay  under  shames 

drede,  180. 

Simple  of  a-tyr,  and  debonaire  of  chere, 
With  ful  assured  loking  and  manere. 

27.  This  Troilus.  as  he  was  wont  to  gyde 
His  yonge  knightcs,  ladde  hem  tip  and 

doun 
In  thilke  large  temple  on  every  sj-de,    1S5 
Biholding  ay  the  ladyes  of  the  toun. 
Now  here,  now  there,  for  no  devociotiu 
Hadde  he  to  noon,  to  reven  him  his  reste, 
But  gan  to  prej-se  and  lakken  whom  him 

leste. 

28.  And  ill  his  walk  ful  fast  he  gan  to 
waytcu  190 

If  knight  or  sunycr  of  his  eompanye 
Gan  for  to  syke,  or  lete  his  cyen  baytcn 
On  any  woman  that  he  coude  aspye  ; 
He  wolde  smjle,  and  holden  it  folye, 
Aiid  se.^-e  him  thus,  '  god  wot,  she  slopeth 

softe  195 

For  lo^•e  of  thee,  \\han  thou  tomcst  fiU, 

ofte ! 

29.  'I  have  herd  told,  pardienx,  of  jour 
livinge. 

Ye  lo\ers,  and  yonv  lewede  obscrvaunces, 

And  which  a  labour  folk  han  in  winning© 

Of  love,  and,  in  the  keping,  which  dou- 

taunces ;  acxj 
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Ami   whan   your  proyc    is   lost,   wo  iui<l 
l>eiiauiices  ; 

0  %errey  foles  !  nyco  and  blindo  l>c  ye  ; 
Ther  nis  not  oon  can  war  l>y  other  he.' 

DO.  And  with  that  word  he  gan  cast  np 

the  browe, 
Ascaiinces,    'lo!    is    this    nought   wjsly 

spoken'?'  205 

At  which  the  god  of  love  gan  loken   rowe 
Kight  for  despyt,  and  shoop  for  to  hen 

wroken ; 
He  kidde  anoon  his  lx>we  nas  not  broken  ; 
For  sodoynly  he  hit  him  at  the  fulle  ; 
And  yet  as  proud  a  pekok  can  he  imlle.  I'lo 

31.  O  blindc  \vc>rld,  O  blinde  entencioiui  I 
How  ofte  falleth  al  th'effeot  contrnire 
'>f  surquidr\T  and  foul  presunipcioun  ; 
P'i.>r  caught  is  proud,  and  caught  is  de- 

Iwinaire. 
This  Trt>ilus  is  cloniben  on  the  staire,  215 
And  litel  weneth  that  he  mcMit  descendcn. 
But    al-day    fayleth     thing    that     foles 

Avendeu. 

'i>-.  As    proudc    Bayard    ginneth    for    to 

skippe 
Out  of  the  wey,  so  priketh  him  his  coin, 
Til  he  a  lash  have  of  the  longe  whippe,  220 
Than  thenketh  he,  '  though  I  prauncc  al 

biforn 
First  in  the  trays,  ful  fat  and  newe  shorn, 
Yet  am  I  but  an  hors,  and  horses  la  we 

1  moot  endure,  and  with  mj'  feres  drawe.' 

BH.  So  ferde  it  by  this  fers  and  proude 
knight  ;  2,25 

Tiiongh  he  a  ■worthy  kinges  sone  were, 
And  wendc  no-thing  hadde  had  swiclie 

might 
Ayons  his  wil  that  sholde  his  herte  st«re, 
Vet  with  a  look  his  herte  wex  a-fere, 
That  he,  that  now  was  most  in  pryde 
above,  2^0 

Wox  Sfideynly  most  subgot  un-to  love. 

34.  Foi--thy  ensaniple  taketh  of  this  n\an, 
Ye  wyse,  proude,  and  worthy  ftdkes  alle, 
To  scornen  Love,  which  that  so  sone  can 
The  freedom  of  your  hcrtes  to  him  thralle ; 
Foi-  ever  it  was,  and  ever  it  slial  bifalle,      | 


That   Ixve    is  he   that    alle   thing   niay 

binde  ; 
For  may  no  man  for-do  the  lawe  of  kindc. 

35.  That  this  Ije  sooth,  hath  prcved  and 
doth  yit ;  2,19 

For  this  trowo  I  j'e  knowen,  alio  or  some, 

Men  redcn  not  that  folk  ban  grctter  wit 
Than  they  that  ban  be   most  with   lovo 

y-nonie  ; 
And  strengest  folk  ben  therwitb  overcome, 
The  worthiest  and  grettcst  of  degree;  244 
This  was,  and  is,  and  yet  men  shal  it  see. 

36.  And  trewelich  it  sit  wel  to  bo  so  ; 
For  alder  wysest  han  tliei'-witli  benplcsed ; 
And  they  that  ban  ben  ablcrmost  in  wo. 
With  love  han  been  conforted  most  and 

esed ;  249 

And  ofte  it  hath  the  cruel  herte  apesed, 
And  worthy  folk  niaad  worthier  of  name, 
And  causeth  most  to  dreden  vj-ce  and 

shame. 

37.  Now  sith  it  may  not  gooilly  be  with- 
stonde. 

And  is  a  thing  so  veriuous  in  kiude, 
Kefuseth  not  to  Love  for  to  be  lx)nde,  255 
Sin,  ashim-sclven  list,  he  mayyow  binde. 
The  yerde  is  bet  that  bowen  wole  and 

winde 
Than  that  that  brest ;  and  therfor  I  yow 

rede 
To  folwen  him  that  so  wel  can  yow  leile. 

38.  But  for  to  tellen  forth  in  special    260 
-As  of  this  kinges  sone  of -which  I  tolde, 

And  leten  other  thing  collateral. 
Of  him  thonke  I  my  talc  for  to  hc.M.., 
Bothe  of  his  joye,  and  of  his  cares  coldo  ; 
And  al  his  werk,  as  touching  this  matere^ 
For  I  it  gan,  I  wil  ther-to  refere.  26Q 

89.  AVitli-inne  the  tcmjile  he  wente  hira 

forth  jileyinge. 
This  Troilus,  of  every  wight  abnut(>. 
On  this  ladj'  and  now  on  that  lokinge, 
Wher-so  she  were  of  tonne,  or  of  with* 

oute :  270 

And  up-on  cas  bifel,  that  thorugh  a  ronte 
His  eye  jierced,  and  so  depe  it  wente. 
Til   on   Criseyde   it   smoot,  and   ther  It 

stente. 
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40.  And    sodeynly    he    w^x    ther-witli 
astoneU, 

And  gan  hire  bet  biholde  in  tlirifty  wyse  : 
'  O    mercy,    god  ! '    thoughte   he,    '  wher 

hastow  woned,  276 

Tliat  art  so  fair  and  goodly  to  devyse  ? ' 
Ther-with  his  herte  gan  to  sprede  and 

ryse, 
And  softe  sighed,  lest  men  mighte  him 

here, 
And   cauglite  a-yein  his  firste  pleyinge 

chere.  280 

41.  She  nas  not  with   the   leste  of  hir 
stature, 

But  alle  hir  limes  so  wel  answeringe 
Weren  to  ■womanhode,  that  creature 
Was  never  lasse  mannish  in  seminge.  284 
And  eek  the  piu'e  wyse  of  here  meninge 
Shewede  wel,  that  men  miglit  in  hir  gesse 
Honour,  estat,  and  wommanly  noblesse. 

42.  To  Troilus  right  wonder  wel  with-alle 
Gan   for  to   lyke  hir   mening  and    hir 

chere. 
Which  somdel  deynous  was,  for  she  leet 

falle  290 

Hir  look  a  lite  a-side,  in  swich  manere, 
Ascaunces,    '  what !  may  I  not  stondeu 

here?' 
And  after  that  hir  loking  gan  she  lighte. 
That  never  thoughte  him  seen  so  good 

a  sighte. 

43.  And  of  hir  look  in  him  ther  gan  to 

quiken  295 

So  greet  desir,  and  swioh  aifeccioun, 
That  in  his  hertes  botme  gan  to  stiken 
Of  hir  his  fixe  and  depe  impressioun  : 
And   though  he  erst  hadile   poured   up 

and  doun,  299 

He  was  tho  glad  his  homes  in  to  shrinke  ; 
Unnethes  wiste  he  h<nv  to  loke  or  winko. 

44.  Lo,  he  that  leet  him-selven  so  kon- 
ninge. 

And  scorned  hem  that  loves  peynes  dryen,' 
Was  ful    unwar   tliat    love    hadde    his 

dwell  ingo 
With-inne  tlie  subtile  stremes  of  hir  yiin  ; 
That    sodeynly  him    thoughte  he  felte 

dyen,  306 


Right  with   hir   look,  the  spirit  in  liis 

herte ; 
Blessed  be  love,  that  thus  can  folk  con- 

verte  ! 

45.  She,  this  in  blak,  lykinge  to  Troilus, 
Over  alle  thing  he  stood  for  to  biholde  ; 
Ne  his  desir,  ne  wherfor  he  stood  thi^s. 
He  neither  chere  made,  ne  worde  tolde  ; 
But  from  a-fer,  his  maner  for  to  holde, 
On  other  thing liis  look  som-tj'me  he  caste. 
And  eft  on  hir,  whyl  tliat  servyse  laste.  315 

46.  And   after  this,   not   falliche   al   a- 
whaped. 

Out  of  the  temple  al  esiliche  he  wente, 
Eejientinge  him  that  he  hadde  ever  j^- 

japed 
Of  loves  folk,  lest  fully  the  descente 
Of  scorn  fille  on  him-self ;  but,  what  he 

mente,  320 

Lest  it  were  wist  on  anj-  maner  syde, 
His  wo  he  gan  dissimulen  and  hyde. 

47.  Wlian   he  was   fro  tlie  temple   thus 

departed. 
He  streyght  anoon  un-to  his  paley  s  tornet  h, 
Eight  with  hir  look  thurgh-shoten  and 

thurgh-darted,  325 

Al  feyneth  he  in  lust  that  he  sojorneth  ; 
And  al  his   chere   and  speche    also    he 

borneth  ; 
And  ay,  of  loves  servants  every  whyle, 
Him-self  to  wrye,  at  hem  ho  gan  to  smyle. 

48.  And  seyde,  '  lord,  so  ye  live  al  in  lest, 
Ye  loveres  !  for  the  conningest  of  yow,  331 
That  serveth  most  ententiflich  and  best, 
Him  tit  as  often  harm  ther-of  as  prow ; 
Your  hyre  is  quit  aj'ein,  ye,  god  wot  how  ! 
Nought  wel  for  wel,  but  scorn  for  good 

servyse ;  335 

In  fcith,  your  ordre  is  ruled  in  good  wyse ! 

49.  In   noun-ccrtcyn   ben   alle   your   oL- 
servaunces, 

But  it  a  sely  fewe  poyntes  be  ; 
Ne  no-thing  asketh  so  grete  attendaunces 
As  doth  your  lay,  and  that  knowe  alle  j'e ; 
But  tliat  is  not  the  worste,  as  mote  I  thee  ; 
But,  tolde  I  yow  the  worste  poynt,  I  leve, 
Al  seyde  I  sooth,  ye  wolden  at  me  grove  ! 
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60.  But  tak   this,   that  ye   loveres    ofte 

eschuwe, 
Or  elles  doou  of  good  entencioun,  345 

Pul  ofte  thy  lady  wole  it  misconstrue, 
And  dome  it  harm  in  hir  opinioun  ; 
And  yet  if  she,  for  other  enchesoun, 
Be  wrooth,  than  shalt  thou  han  a  groyn 

anoon  : 
Lord  !  wel  is  him  that  may  be  of  yow  con ! ' 

51.  But  for  al  this,  whan  that  he  say  hia 
tjTne,      '  35' 

He   held  his  pees,  nou  other  bote  him 

gayned  ; 
For  love  bigan  his  fetheres  so  to  IjTne, 
That  wel  unnethe  un-to  his  folk  he  feyned 
That  othere  besye  nedes  him  destrayned  ; 
For  wo  was  him,  that  what  to  doon  he 

niste,  356 

But  ba<l  his  folk  to  goon  wher  that  hem 

liste. 

52.  And  whan  that  he  in  chaumbre  was 
allone. 

He  doun  up-on  his  beddes  feet  him  sette, 
And  first  he  gau   to   syke,   and   eft   to 

grone,  360 

And  thoughte  ay  on  hir  so,  with-outen 

lette. 
That,  as  he  sat  and  wook,  his  spirit  mettc 
That  he  hir  saw  a  temple,  and  al  the  wyse 
Eight  of  hir  loke,  and  gan  it  newe  avyse. 

53.  Thiis  gan  he  make  a  mirour  of  his 
minde,  365 

In  which  he  saugh  al  hoollj-  hir  figure  ; 
And  that  he  wel  coude  in  his  herte  finde, 
It  was  to  him  a  right  good  aventure 
To  love  swich  oon,  and  if  he  dide  his  cure 
To    serven   hir,  j'et   mighte  he  falle  in 
gi-ace,  370 

Or  elles,  for  oon  of  hir  servaunts  paoe. 

54.  Imagininge  that  travaille  nor  grame 
Ne  mighte,  for  so  goodly  oon,  be  lorn 
As  she,  ne  him  for  his  desir  ne  shame, 
Al  were  it  wist,  but  in  prys  and  up-born 
Of  alle  lovers  wel  more  than  biforn  ;     376 
Thiis  argumented  he  in  his  ginninge, 
Ful  una\'3-sed  of  his  wo  cominge. 

55.  Thus  took   he  purpos  loves  craft  to 
suwe. 

And  thoughte  he  wolde  werken  prively, 


First,  to  hyden  his  dcsir  in  muwe         381 
From  every  wight  y-born,  al-outrely, 
But  he  mighte  ought  recovered  be  therby ; 
Remembring  him,  that  love  to  wyde  y- 

blowe 
Yelt  bittre  fruj't,  though  swete  seed  be 

sowe.  385 

56.  And  over  al  this,  yet  muchel  more  ho 
thoughte 

What  for  to  speke,  and  what  to  holden 

inne, 
And  what  to  arten  hir  to  love  he  soughte, 
And  on  a  song  anoon-right  to  bigiune,  389 
And  gan  loude  on  his  sorwe  for  to  winne ; 
For  with  good  hope  he  gan  fully  assente 
Criseyde  for  to  love,  and  nought  repente. 

57.  And   of  his  song  nought   only  the 
sentence. 

As  writ  myn  autour  called  Lollius, 
But  pleynly,  save  our  tonges  difference, 
I  dar  wel  sayn,  in  al  that  Troilus  396 

Seyde  in  his  song  ;  lo  !  every  word  right 

tll\IS 

As  I  shal  seyn  ;  and  who-so  list  it  here, 
Lo  !  next  this  vers,  he  may  it  finden  here. 

Cantus  Troili. 

58.  '  If  no  love  is,  O  god,  what  fele  I  so  ? 
And  if  love  is,  what  thing  and  whiche 


is  he ' 


401 


If  love  be  good,  from  whennes  comth  my 

wo? 
If  it  be  wikke,  a  wonder  thinketh  me, 
When  every  torment  and  adversitee 
That  Cometh  of  him,  may  to  me  savory 

thinke ;  40S 

For  ay  thurst  I,  the  more  that  I  it  drinke. 

59.  And  if  that  at  mj'u   owene  lust  I 
brenne. 

Fro  whennes  oometh  my  wailing  and  my 

pleynte  ? 
If  harme  agree   me,   wher-to    pleyne  I 

thenne  ? 
I  noot,  ne  why  unwei-y  that  I  feynte.  410 
0  qiiike  deeth,  o  swete  harm  so  qneynte, 
How  may  of  thee  in  me  swich  quantitee, 
But-if  that  I  consente  that  it  be  ? 

60.  And  if  that  I  consente,  I  wrongfolly 
Compleyne,  y-wis ;  thus  possed  to  and  fro, 
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Al  sterclces  with-inne  a  Ijoot  am  I        416 
A-mid  the  see,  by-twixen  windes  two, 
That  in  contrario  storiden  ever-nio. 
Alias  !  what  is  this  wonder  maludye  ?  4 19 
For  hete  of  cold,  for  cold  of  hete,  I- dye.' 

61.  And  to  the  g<>d  of  love  thus  seyde  he 
With  pitons  voys,  '  O  lord,  now  youres  is 
My  spirit,  which  that  oughte  youres  be. 
Yow  thanke  I,  lord,  that  han  me  brought 

to  this ; 
Rut  whether  goddesse  or  woninian,  y-wis, 
!?he  be,   I  noot,    which   that  ye   do   me 

serve ;  4-<' 

But  as  hir  man  I  wole  ay  live  and  stei-\e. 

62.  Ye  stonden  in  hire  eyen  mightily. 
As  in  a  place  un-to  your  vertu  digue  ; 
Wlierfore,  lord,  if  my  ser\-jso  or  I         4.^0 
May  lyke  yow,  so  beth  to  me  benigne  ; 
For  myn  estat  royal  here  I  resign <■ 
In-to  hir  liond,  and  with  ful  humble  chere 
Biconie  hir  man,  as  to  my  lady  dere.'  434, 

63.  In  him  ne  deyncd  sparen  blood  royal 
The  fyr  of  love,  wher-fro  god  me  blesse, 
Js'o  him  forbar  in  n<>  degree,  for  al 

His  vertu  or  his  excellent  prowesse  ; 
But  held  him  as  his  thral  lowe  in  distresse, 
And  brende  him  so  in  sondry  wyse  ay 
newe,  44° 

That  sixty  tyme  a  day  he  loste  his  hewe. 

61.  So   muche,    day  Ijy   day,    his   owene 

thoiight, 
For  lust  to  hir,  gan  quiken  and  encrese, 
Thateveiyotherchargehesette  at  nought ; 
For-thy  ful  ofte,  his  bote  fjT  to  cese,    445 
To  seen  liir  goodly  look  he  gan  to  prese  ; 
For  ther-bj-  to  ben  esed  wel  he  weude, 
And   ay  the   neer  he  was,  the  naore  he 

brende. 

65.  For  ay  the  neer  the  fyr,  the  hotter  is, 
This,  trowe  I,  knoweth  al  tliis  companye. 
But  were  lie  fer  or  neer,  I  dar  seye  this, 
B.v  night  or  day,  tor  wysdf>n^  or  folye,  452 
His  herte,  which  that  is  his  brestos  ye. 
Was  ay  on  hir,  that  iairer  was  to  sene 
Than  ever  was  ElejTie  or  PoHxene,       455 

06.  Eck  of  the  day  ther  passed  nought  an 

houre 
Tliat  to  him-self  a  thousand  tymeheseyde, 


'  Good  goodly,  to  whom  serve  I  and  la» 
boure,  45^ 

As  I  best  can,  now  wolde  god,  Criseyde, 
Ye  wolden  on  me  rewe  er  that  I  deydo  ! 
My  dere  herte,  alias  !  m>ai  hele  and  hewe 
And  lyf  is  lost,  but  ye  wole  on  mo  rewe.' 

67.  Alle  othere  dredes  weren  from  him 
fledde, 

Bothe  of  th'assege  and  his  savacioun  ; 
Ne   in   him   des>T    noon   otjiere    fowneS 

bredde  4^'5 

But  arguments  to  this  conclnsioun, 
That  she  on  him  wolde  han  compassioun, 
And  he  to  be  hir  man,  whyl  he  may  dure ; 
Lo,  here  his  lyf,  and  from  the  deeth  his 

cure !  4*59 

68.  The  sharpe  shoures  felle  of  amies  preve, 
That  Ector  or  his  othere  bretheren  diden, 
Xe  made  him  only  ther-fore  ones  meve  ; 
And  yet  was  he,  wher-so  men  wente  or 

riden, 
Founde  oon  the  best,  aiui  lengest  tyme 

abiden  474 

Ther  peril  was,  and  dide  eek  such  travayle 
In  armes,  that  to  thenke  it  was  mervayle; 

69.  But  for  non  hate  he  to  tlie  Grekes 

hadde, 
Ne  also  for  the  rescous  of  the  touu, 
Ne  made  him  tlius  in  armes  for  to  madde, 
But  only,  lo,  for  this  conclusioun,         480 
To  lyken  hir  the  bet  for  his  renoun  ; 
Frf>  day  to  day  in  armes  so  ho  spedde. 
That  alle  the  Grekes  as  the  deeth  him 

dredde. 

70.  And  fro  this  forth  tho  refte  him  love 
his  sleep. 

And  made  his  mete  his  fi>o  ;  and  eek  hia 
sorwe  4^5 

Gan  multiplye,  that,  who-so  toke  keep, 
It  shewed   in   his  hewe,  Ijothe  eve  and 

morwe  ; 
Therfor  a  title  lie  gan  him  for  to  1)orwe 
Of  other  syknesse,  lest  of  him  men  wendo 
That  the  liote  fyr  of  love  him  brende.  4</i 

71.  And  seyde,  he  hadde  a  fever  and  ferdo 
amis  ; 

But  how  it  was,  certayn,  can  I  not  seye, 
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If  that  his  lady  understood  not  tliiSj, 
Or  feyiied  hir  she  nistc,  oon  of  the  twoye  ; 
But  wel  I  rede  that,  by  uo  nianer  woye, 
Ne  semed  it  [as]  that  she  of  him  roughte, 
Noi"  of  his   poj-ne,   or    ■what-so-ever    he 
thonghte. 

72.  But  than  fel  to  this  Tioylus  siieh  wo, 
Tliiit  he  was  wel  neigh  wood  ;  for  ay  his 

dredo  499 

Was  this,  that  she  som  wight  had  loved  so, 
Tluvt  never  of  him  she  woMe  have  taken 

hede  ; 
For  whiche   him   thoughte  he  felte  his 

herte  blede. 
Ne  of  his  wo  ne  dorste  he  not  higinno 
To  tellen  it,  for  al  this  world  to  winne. 

73.  But  whanne  he  hadde  a  space  fro  his 
care,  505 

Thus  to  him-self  ful  ofte  he  gan  to  pleyne  ; 
He  sayde,  '  O  fool,  now  art  thou  in  the 

snare. 
That  whilom  japedest  at  loves  peyne  ; 
Now  artow  hent,  now  gnaw  thyn  owene 

cheyue ; 
Tliou  were  ay  wont  eche  lovere  reprehende 
Of  thing  fro  which-  thou  canst  thee  nat 

defende.  5" 

74.  What  wole  now  every  lover  seyn  of 
thee, 

If  this  be  -wist,  but  ever  in  thyn  absence 
Laughen  in   scorn,   and  seyn,  "  lo,  ther 

giKjth  he. 
That  is  the  man  of  so  gi-et  sapience,      515 
Tliat  held  us  loveres  leest  in  reverence  ! 
Now,  thonked  be  god,  he  maj'  goon  in  the 

daunce 
Of  hem  that  Love  list  febly  for  to  avaunce ! 

75.  But,  O  thou  woful  Troilus,  god  wolde, 
Sin  thow  most  loven  thurgh  tliy  dpstincc, 
That  thow  beset  were  on  swich  oon  that 

sliolde  52 " 

Knowe  al  thy  wo,  al  lakkede  hir  pitee  : 
But  al  so  cold  in  love,  towardes  thee, 
Tliy  lady  is,  as  frost  in  winter  mone,    524 
And  thou  fordoon,  as  snow  in  fyr  is  soue." 

76.  God  wolde  I  were  aryved  in  the  port 
Of  deeth,  to  which  my  sorwe  wil  me  lede  ! 


A,  lord,  to  nie  it  were  a  greet  comfort ; 
Then  were  I  quitof  languisshingin  dredi-. 
For  by  myn  liidde  sorwe  y-blowe  on  bredc 
I  shal  bi-japed  been  a  thousand  tjme  531 
More  than  that  fool  of  who8  folye  nicix 
ryrae. 

77.  But  now  help  god,  and  ye,  swcte,  for 
whom 

I  pleyne,  y-caught,  ye,   never  wight   so 

faste !  ."^.H 

O  mercy,  dere  herte,  and  help  me  from 
The  deeth,  for  I,  whyl  that  my  lyf  may 

laste. 
More  than  my-self  wol  love  yow  to  my 

laste. 
And  with  .som  freendly  look  gladeth  me, 

swote. 
Though  never  more  thing  ye  me  bi-hetel' 

78.  Tliis  wordes  and  fnl  manye  an-other  to 
He  spak,   and   called   ever  in   his  com- 

pleynte  54 ' 

Hir  name,  for  to  tellen  hir  his  wo. 
Til  noigh  that  he  in  salte  teres  dreynte. 
Al  was  for  nought,  she  herde  nought  his 

pleynte  ; 
And  whan   that  he  bithoughte  on  that 

folye,  545 

A  thousand  fold  his  wo  gan  multiplye. 

79.  Bi-wayling  in  his  chambrethusallonc, 
A  freend  of  his,  that  called  was  Pandarc, 
Com  ones  in  unwar,  and  lu-rdc  him  gi-one, 
And  sey  his  freend  in  swich  distressc  and[ 

care  :  .S50 

'AUas!'  quod  he,  '  wl^o  causeth  al  this' 

fare  ? 
O    mercy,    god  !    what  unhap   maj-   this 

mene  ? 
Han   now  thus  sono  Grekes  maad   yow 

lene? 

80.  Or  hastow  som  remors  of  conscience, 
And  art  now  falle  in  som  devocioun,     555 
And  waylest    for    thy   sinne  -and    thyn 

offence. 
And  hast  for  ferde  caught  attriciotin  ? 
God  save  hem  thatbi-seged  ban  oiir  toun, 
And  so  can  leye  our  jolytee  on  presse. 
And  bring  our  lusty  folk  to  hoUnesse!* 
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81.  Tliese  wordes  seyde  he  ft>r  the  noues 
alle,  561 

That  with  swich  thiiif^  he  niighte  him 

angry  maken, 
And  with  an  ang^e  don  his  sorwe  fallc, 
As  for  the  tyme,  and  his  corage  awaken  ; 
But  wel  he  wiste,  as  fer  as  tonges  spaken, 
Ther  nas  a  man  of  gretter  hardinesse  566 
Than  he,  ne  more  desired  worthinesse. 

82.  '  What  cas,'  quod  Troihis,  '  or  what 
aventure 

Hath  gj-ded  thee  to  see  my  langi\isshinge, 
That  am  refus  of  every  creature  ?  570 

But  for  the  love  of  god,  at  my  prejinge, 
Cro  henne  a-way,  for  certes,  my  deyiuge 
Wol  thee  disese,  and  I  mot  nedes  deye  ; 
Ther-for  go  wey,  ther  is  no  more  to  seye. 

83.  But  if  thou  wene  I  he  thus  syk  for 
drede,  575 

It  is  not  so,  and  ther-for  seorne  nought ; 
Ther  is  a-nother  thing  I  take  of  hede 
Wel  more  than  ought  the  Grekes  han 

y-wronght, 
\\liich  cause  is  of  my  deeth,  for  sorwe 

and  thought. 
But  though  that  I  now  telle  thee  it  ne 

leste,  580 

Be  thovi  nought  wrooth,  I  hj'de  it  for  the 

heste.' 

84.  This  Pandare,  that  neigh  malt  for  wo 

and  routhe, 
Fal  often  seyde,  '  alias  !  what  may  this  he? 
Xow  freend,'  quod  he,   '  if  ever  love  or 

trouthe 
Hath  been,  or  is,  bi-twixen  thee  and  me, 
Ne  do  thou  never  swiche  a  crueltee      586 
To  hyde  fro  thy  Ireend  so  greet  a  care  ; 
Wosto w  nought  wel  that  it  am  I,  Pandare  ? 

85.  I  wole  parten  with  thee  al  thj-  peyne, 
If  it  be  so  I  do  thee  no  comfort,  5^,0 
As  it  is  freendes  right,  sooth  for  to  seyne, 
To  entreparten  wo,  as  glad  desport. 

I  have,  and  shal,  for  trewe  or  fals  report, 

In  wrong  and  right  y-loved  thee  al  my 

Ij-ve  ;  594 

Hyd  not  thy  wo  fro  me,  but  telle  it  blyve,' 

86.  Then  gan  this  sorwful  Troilus  to  syke, 
And  seyde  him  thus,  '  god  leve  it  be  my 

bestc 


To  telle  it  thee;   for,  sith  it  may  thee 

lyke. 
Yet  wole  I  telle  it,  thotigh  myn  herte 

breste ;  599 

And  wel  wot  I  thou  mayst  do  me  no  reste. 
But  lest  thow  deme  I  truste  not  to  thee, 
Now  herkne,  freend,  for  thus  it  stant  with 

me. 

87.  Love,  a-yeius  the  which  who-so  de- 
fendoth 

Him-selven  most,  him  alder-lest  avayleth, 
With  desespeir  so  sorwfullj-  me  oflfendeth. 
That  streyght  un-to  the  deeth  mjii  herte 
sayleth.  606 

Ther-to  desyr  so  brenningly  me  assaylleth, 
That  to  ben  slayn  it  were  a  gretter  joye 
To  me  than  king  of  Grece  been  and  Troje ! 

88.  Suifiseth  this,  my  fulle  freend  Pandare, 
That  I  have  sej'd,  for  now  wostow  mj-  wo  ; 
And  for  the  love  of  god,  my  colde  care  612 
So  hyd  it  wel,  I  telle  it  never  to  mo  ; 
For  harmes  mighte  folwen,  mo  tha])|two, 
If  it  were  wist ;  but  be  thou  in  gladnesse. 
And  lat  me  sterve,  unknowe,  of  mj-  dis- 

tresse.'       .  616 

89.  '  How   hastow   thus    niLkindely  and 
longe 

Hid  this  fro  me,  thou  fool?'  quod  Pan- 

darus ; 
'  Paraiinter  thou  might  after  swich  oon 
I         longe, 

I  That  jnyn  avysanoon  may  heliien  us.'  620 
'  This  were  a  wonder  thing,'  quod  Troilus, 
'Thou  coudest  never  in  love  thj'-selveu 

wisse  ; 
How  devel  maj'stow  bringen  me  to  blisse  ? ' 

90.  '  Ye,  Troilus,  now  herke,'  quod  Pan- 
dare, 

'  Tliough  I  be  nyco  ;  it  happeth  ofle  so,  62^ 
That  oon  that  exces  doth  ful  j-vele  fare 
By  good   counseyl  can  kepe  his  freend 

ther-fro. 
I  have  mj--self  eek  sejTi  a  blind  man  go 
Ther-as  he  fel  that  coude  loke  wyde  ; 
A  fool  may  eck  a  wys  man  ofte  gyde.    6jo 

91.  A  whetston  is  nokorving  instrument, 
And  yet  it  maketh  sharpe  kerving-tolis. 


Book  I.] 


^rotfue  an^  Cvio^t^U. 


215 


And  ther  thow  woost  that  I  have  ought 

niisweut, 
Eschcwe  thou  that,   for  svrich  thing  to 

thee  scole  is  ; 
Thus  ofte  wj-se  men  ben  war  by  folis.  635 
If  thou  do  so,  thy  wit  is  wel  biwared  ; 
By  his  C(.>ntiarie  is  every  thing  declared. 

92.  For  how  might  ever  sweetnesse  have 
be  knowe 

To  him  that  never  tasted  bittemesse? 
Ne  no  man  may  be  inl.v  glad,  I  trowe,    640 
That  never  was  in  sorwe  or  som  distresse  ; 
Eek  whjt  bj-  blak,  bj-  shame  eck  worthi- 

nesse, 
Ech  set  by  other,  more  for  other  semoth ; 
As   men  may  see  ;    and  so  the  wyse  it 

demeth. 

93.  Sith  thus  of  two  contraries  is  a  lore, 
I,  that  have  in  love  so  ofte  assaj-ed      646 
Grevannces,  oughte  conne,  and  wel  the 

more 
Counsayllen  thee  of  that  thou  art  amayed. 
Eek  thee  ne  o^^ghte  nat  ben  j-vel  apaye<l, 
rhough  I  desyre  with  thee  for  to  here  650 
Thju  he\  y  charge  ;  it  shal  the  lasse  dere. 

94.  I  woot  wel  that  it  fareth  thus  bj-  me 
As  to  thy  brother  Parys  an  herdesse, 
Which  that  y-clepod  was  Oenone,         654 
Wroot  in  acomple.%nit  of  hir  hevinesse: 
Ye  sey  the  lettre  that  she  wroot,  y  gesse?' 
' Nay,  never  set,  y-wis,'  quod  Troilus. 

'  Xow,'  quod  Pandare,  '  herlvneth  ;  it  was 
thus. — 

95.  '■  Phebus,  that  fii-st  fond  art  of  medi- 
cyne," 

Qiiod  she,  '-and  coude  in  every  wightes 
care  060 

Kemede  and  reed,  by  herbes  he  knew  fyne, 
Yet  tohim-self  his  conninge  was  ful  bare  ; 
For  love  hadde  him  so  bounden  in  a  snare, 
Al  for  the  donghter  of  the  kinge  Admcte, 
That  al  his  craft  ue  coude  his  sorwe 
bete."—  665 

96.  Right  so  fare  I,  unhappily  for  me  ; 

I  love  oou  best,  and  that  me  smertcth  sore ; 
And  yet,  paraunter,  can  I  rede  thee. 
And  not  my-self ;  repreve  me  no  more.  669 
I  have  no  cause,  I  woot  wel,  for  to  sore 


As   doth  an   hank    that    listeth    for   to 

I'li-J'f. 
But  to  thj-n  help  yet  somwhat  can  I  seye. 

97.  And  of  o  thing  right  siker  maystow  be, 
That  certa.vn,  for  to  de.ven  in  the  pejiie, 
Tliat  I  shal  never-mo  discoveren  th6e  ;  675 
Ne,  by  my  trouthe,  I  kt-pe  nat  restreyne 
Thee   fro  tliy  love,  thogh   that   it   were 

Elej-ne, 
That  is  thy  brotheres  wyf,  if  ieh  it  wiste; 
Be  ■what  she  be,  and  love  hir  as  thee  liste. 

98.  Therfore,   as   freend    fullich    in    me 
assure,  680 

And  tel  me  x)lat  what  is  thjii  enchesoun, 
And  fmal  cause  of  wo  that  ye  endui'e  ; 
For  douteth  no-thiug,  mj-n  entenciouu 
Nis  nought  to  yow  of  rei^rehencioun 
To   speke   as    now,    for   no  wight    may 
bire\e  685 

A  man  to  lo\e,  til  that  him  list  to  leve. 

99.  And  witeth  wel,  that  bothe  two  ben 
vyces, 

Mistrusten  alle,  or  elles  alle  leve  ; 
But  wel  I  woot,  the  mene  of  it  no  ^-yce  is, 
For  for  to  trust  en  sum  wight  is  a  prove  690 
Of  trouthe,  and  for-thy  wolde  I  fayn  re- 

me'S'e 
Thy  wrong  coneeyte,    and  do  thee  som 

wight  triste. 
Thy  MO  to  telle  ;  and  tel  me,  if  thee  liste. 

100.  The  wyse  seyth,   "  wo  him  that  is 
aUone, 

For,  and  he  falle,  he  hath  noon  help  to 
ryse  ;"  695 

And  sith  thou  hast  a  felawe,  tel  thy  monej 
For  this  nis  not,  certej-n,  the  nexte  wyse 
To  winnen  love,  as  techen  us  the  wyse. 
To  walwe  and  wepe  as  Niobe  the  queue, 
Whos  teres  yet  in  marbel  been  y-sene.  700 

101.  Lat  be  thy  weping  and  thy  drerinesse, 
Ajid  lat  us  lissen  wo  with  other  sj)eche  ; 
So  may  thj-  woful  tyme  seme  lesse. 
Delyte  not  in  wo  thy  wo  to  seche,  704 
As  doon  thise  foles  that  hii-  sorwes  eche 
With  sorwe,  whan  thi-y  han  misaventure, 
And  listen  nought  to  seche  hem  other 

cure. 
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lCr2.  Men    spyii.    "  to   wrecche   is   ctmso- 

luci'nm 
To  have  aii-otLer  IV-lawe  in  liis  pcyiie  ;" 
Tliat  oughte  wel  hen  our  opinioun,        710 
For,  bothe  thou  and  I,  of  love  we  pleyne  ; 
So  fnl  of  sorwe  am  I,  soth  for  to  seyno, 
That  certejnily  no  more  hardo  grace 
May   sitte   on   me,    for-why   ther   is    no 

space. 

103.  If  god  wole  thou  art  not  agast  of  me, 
I/est  I  wolde  of  thy  lady  thee  bigyle,  716 
Tliow  wo.st   thy-sr-lf  whom   tliat  I  love, 

pai-dee. 
As  I  best  can,  gon  sithen  longe  wfaj-le. 
And  sith  thon  wost  I  do  it  for  no  wj-le,  719 
And  sith  I  am  he  tliat  thou  tristest  most, 
Tel  me  sum  what,  sin  al  my  wo  thott  wost.' 

104.  Yet   Troilus,    for   al   tliis,   n'>   word 
seyde. 

But  longe  he  lay  as  stille  as  he  ded  were ; 
And  after  this  with  sykinge  he  abreyde. 
And  to  Par.dants  voys  he  lente  his  ere,  7J5 
And  up  his  ej-en  caste  he,  that  in  fere 
Was  Pandarus,  lest  that  in  frenesye 
He  sholde  falle,  or  elles  sono  dye  : 

105.  And   cryde    '  a-wakc '  ful  wonderly 
and  sharjie  ; 

'  What  ?  slombrestow  as  in  a  lytargye  ? 
Or  artow  lyk  an  asse  to  the  harpe,        7^1 
Tliat  liereth  sown,  whan  men  the  strenges 

l>l.Vft. 
But  in  liis  mimle  of  that  no  melodye 
May  sinken,  him  to  glade,  for  tliat  he 
So  dul  is  of  his  he.stialitee  ?'  7<5 

106.  And  with  that  Pandare  of  his  wordes 
steute  ; 

But  Troilus  yot  him  no  word  .inswerde, 
For-why  to  telle  nas  not  liis  entente 
To  never  no  man,  for  whom  that  he  so 
ferde.  7^9 

For  it  is  seyd,  '  man  maknth  ofte  a  yerde 
With  which  the  maker  is  liim-self  y-beten 
In  sondrj'  maner,'  as  tliise  wyse  treten, 

107.  And  namely,  in  his  connseyl  tellinge 
That  touchetli  love  that  ouglite  bo  secree  ; 
For   of  liim-solf  it  wolde  y-nough   out- 
springe,  745 


1  But-if  that  it  the  bet  governed  be. 
I  F,ek  som-tyine  it  is  craft  to  seme  flee 
i   Fro  thing  which  in  effect  men  hnntefaste; 
Al  this  gaii  Troilus  in  his  horto  caste. 

108.  But  nathelees,   whan  he  had  herd 
him  crye  750 

'  Awake  !"  he  gan  to  s,^■ke  wonder  sore, 
And  seyde,  'freend,  though  that  I  stille 

I  am  not  deef :  now  iicis.  and  cry  no  more; 
For  I  have  herd  thy  wordos  and  thy  lore; 
But  suffre  me  my  mischef  to  biwayle,  755 

j  For  thy  proverbes  may  me  nought  avayle. 

I  109.  Nor  other  cure  canstow  noon  for  me. 

Eck  I  nil  not  be  cured,  I  wol  ilej-e  ; 
!   What  knowe  I  of  the  <iueno  Niobe  ? 

Lat   be   thjaie   oldc   ens.aumples,  I  thee 
j  preye,"  760 

'  Xo,'  quod  tho  Pandarus,  'tlierfore  I  sej-e. 

Swich  is  delj-t  of  folcs  to  biwepe 

Hir  wo,  but  sekeu  bote  they  no  kepe. 

110.  Now  knowe  I  that  ther  reson  in  thee 
fayleth. 

But  tel  me,  if  I  wiste  what  she  were  7»i5 
For  whom  that  thee  al  this  misauuter 

ayleth, 
Dorstestow  that  I  tolde  hir  in  hir  ere 
Tlij'  wo,  sith  thou  darst  not  tlij'-self  for 

fci-e. 
And  hir  bisoughte  on  thee  to  lian  S'-m 

routhe  ?' 
'  Why,  nay,'  quod  he,  '  by  god  and  Ijy  my 

trouthe !'  770 

111.  '\Miat?  notasbisily.'quodPandan-.?:. 

•  As  thougli  myn  oweno  lyf  lay  on  tliis       jp 

nedc?'  ^ 

'  No,  certes,  lirother,"  quod  tliis  Troilus.  9 

•  And  why  ? ' — '  For   that  thou   slioldest     j 

never  spede.' 

•  Wostow  tliat  wel  ? '— '  Ye,  tliat  is  out  of  V 

drede,'  775 

liiiod  Troilus,  '  for  al  that  ever  ye  conne,     rn 
She  nil  to  noon  swich  wreeche  as  I  be  ^' 

wonne. ' 

I I  J.  Quod  Pandanis,  '  aUas  !  what   may 

this  be, 
That  thou  despeyred  art  thus  rauselees  ? 
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\\lmtV  livethnotthylady?  br.nedicite!  780 
How  wostow  so  that  thoii  art  gracelees  V 
Swich  yvel  is  not  alwey  botelees. 
WHiy,  jmt  not  impossible  thus  thy  cure, 
.Sin  thing  to  come  is  ofte  in  aventure. 

113.  I  graunte  wel  that  thou  endurest  wo 
As  sharp  as  doth  lie,  Ticiiis,  in  helle,    786 
Whos  stomak  fonles  tyrcn  ever-mo 
That  highte  volturis,  as  bokes  telle. 

But  I  may  not  endure  that  thou  dwelle 
In  so  nnskilfiiLan  opinionn  790 

That  of  thylwp  is  no  curacioun^^*^ 

114.  But    ones    niltow,    for   thy   coward 
herte, 

And  for  thyn  ire  and  folish  wUfulnesse, 
Fi)r  wantrust,  teUen  of  thy  sorwes  smerte, 
Xe  to  thyn  owene  help  do  bisinesse  795 
As  miiche  as  speke  a  resoun  more  or  lesse. 
But  lyest  as  he  that  list  of  no-thing  recche. 
What  womman  coude  love  swich  a 
wrecche  ? 

11-5.  What  may  she  demen  other  of  thy 

deeth, 
Ifthouthusdeye,andshenotwhyit  is,  ^'oo 
But  that  for  fere  is  yolden  up  thy  breeth, 
For  Grckes  ban  biseged  us,  y-wis  ? 
Lord,  which  a  thank  than  shaltowhan  of 

this! 
Thus  wol  she  seyn,  and  al  the  toun  at 

ones, 
"  The  wrecche  is  deed,  the  devel  have  his 

bones!"  805 

116.  Thou  mayst  allone  here  wepe  and 
crye  and  knele  ; 

But,   love    a    woman   that   she   woot    it 
nought, 
^    And  she  wol  quyte  that  thou  shalt  not 
_J  fele ; 

I'nknowe,  unkist,  and  lust  that    is  un- 
^  sought. 

>3     \\niat  !  many  a  man  hath  love  ful  dere 
y-bought  810 

Twenty  winter  that  his  lady  wiste, 

That  never  yet  his  lady  mouth  lie  Idste. 

117.  What?  shulde  he  therfor  fallen  in 
despeyr, 

Or  be  recreannt  for  his  owene  tene, 

/ 


Or  slecn  him-self,  al  bo  his  la<ly  fayr  ?  815 
Nay,  nay,  but  ever  in  oon  Ije  fresh  and 

grene 
To  serve  and  love  his  dere  hertes  qnene, 
And  tlienko  it  is  a  guerdonn  hir  tr)  scrv-e 
A  thousand-fold  more  than  he  can  deserve.' 

118.  And  of  that  word  took  hede  Troilus, 
And  thoughte  anoon  what  iolye  he  was 

inne,  Sii 

And  how  that  sooth  him  seyde  Pandarus, 
That  for  to  sleen  him-self  mighte  he  not 

winne. 
But  bothedoonunmanhodandasinne,  824 
And  of  his  deeth  his  lady  nought  to  wyte ; 
For  of  his  wo,  god  woot,  she  knew  fal  lyte. 

119.  And  with  that  thought  he  gan  ful 
sore  syke. 

And  seyde,  '  alias  !  what  is  me  best  t<^  do? ' 
To  whom  Pandare  answerde,  '  if  thee  lyke, 
Tlie  best  is  that  thou  telle  me  thy  wo ;  S30 
And  have  my  trouthc,  but  thou  it  linde  so, 
I  be  thy  bote,  or  that  it  be  ful  longe, 
To  peces  do  me  drawe,  and  sithen  honge !' 

120.  '  Ye,  so  thoii  seyst,'  quod  Troilus  tho, 
'  aUas ! 

But,  god  wot,  it  is  not  the  rather  so  ;  835 
Ful  hard  were  it  to  helpcn  in  this  cas, 
For  wel  finde  I  that  Fortune  is  my  fo, 
Ne  alio  the  men  that  rydon  conno  or  go 
May  of  hir  ci-uel  wheel  the  harm  with- 

stonde  ; 
For,  as  hir  list,  she  pleyeth  with  free  and 

bonde.'  840 

121.  Quod   Pandarus,    'than    blamestow 
Fortune 

For  thou  art  wrootli,  yo,  now  at  erst  I  see  ; 
Wostow  nat  wel  that  Fortune  is  commune 
To  every  maner  wight  in  som  degree?  844 
And  yet  thou  hast  th  is  comfort,  lo,  pardee ! 
Tliat,  as  hir  joyes  moten  over-goon, 
.So  mote  hir  sorwes  passen  everichoon. 

122.  For  if  hir  wheel  stinte  any-thing  to 
tome, 

Than  cessed  she  Fortune  anoon  to  be  : 
Xow,    sith    hir   wheel    by   no   wey   may 
sojorne,  850 

What  wostow  if  hir  mutabiliteo 
Right  as  thy-selven  list,  wol  doon  by  thee, 
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Or  that  she  be  not  fer  fro  thyn  helpinge  ? 
Paraiinter,  thou  hast  caiise  for  to  singe  ! 

123.  And  therfor  wostow  what    I   thee 
beseche  ?  855 

Lat  be  thy  wo  and  turning  to  the  grounde  ; 
For  who-so  list  have  helping  of  his  leche, 
To  him  bihoveth  first  unwrye  his  wotinde. 
To  Cerberus  in  helle  ay  be  I  botmde, 
"Were  it  for  my  stister,  al  thy  sorwe,  860 
By  my  wil,  she  sholde  al  be  thyn  to-morwe. 

124.  Loke  np,  I  seye,  and  tel  me  what  she  is 
Anoon,  that  I  may  goon  aboute  thy  nede ; 
Knowe  ich  hir  ought  ?  for  my  love,  tel  me 

this ;  864 

Than  wolde  I  liopen  rather  for  to  siDede.' 
Tlio  gan  the  veyne  of  Troilus  to  blede, 
For  he  was  hit,  and  wex  al  reed  for  shame ; 
'  A  ha  ! '  quod  Pandare,  '  here  biginneth 

game  ! ' 

125.  And  with  that  word  he  gan  him  for 
to  shake. 

And  seyde,  '  theef,  thou  shalt  hir  name 
teUe.'  870 

But  tho  gan  sely  Troilus  for  to  quake 
As  though  men  sholde  han  lad  him  in-to 

helle, 
And  seyde,  '  alias  !  of  al  my  wo  the  welle, 
Than  is  my  swete  fo  called  Criseyde !' 
And  wel  nigh  with  the  word  for  fere  he 
deyde.  875 

126.  And  whan  that  Pandare  herde  hir 
name  nevene, 

Lord,  he  was  glad,  and  seyde,  '  freeud  so 

dere. 
Now  fare  a-right ,  for  Joves  name  in  hevene, 
Love  hath  biset  thee  wel,  be  of  good  chere  ; 
For   of   good    name    and    wysdom    and 

manere  880 

She  hath  y-novigh,  and  eok  of  gentilesse  ; 
If  she  be  fayr,  thow  west  thy-self,  I  gesse. 

127.  Ne  I  never  saw  a  more  bountevous 
Of  hir  estat,  ne  a  gladder,  ne  of  siieche 

A  freendlier,  ne  a  more  gracious  885 

For  to  do  wel,  ne  lasse  haddo  nede  to 

seche 
Wliat  for  to  doon  ;  and  al  this  bet  to  eche, 
In  honour,  to  as  fer  as  she  may  strecche, 
A  kingea  herte  semeth  by  hires  a  ■Wrecche. 


128.  And  for-thy  loke  of  good  conafort 
I  thou  be ;  890 
I  For  certeinly,  the  firste  poynt  is  this 

I  Of  noble  corage  and  wel  ordeyn^, 
A  man  to  have  pees  with  him-self,  y-wis  ; 
So  oughtest  thou,  for  nought  but  good  it  is 
To  loven  wel,  and  in  a  worthy  place ;   805 
Thee  otighte  not  to  clepe  it  Imp,  but  grace. 

129.  And  also  thenk,  and  ther-with  glade 
thee. 

That  sith  thy  lady  vertnous  is  al, 
I  So  folweth  it  that  ther  is  som  pitce 
Amonges  alle  thise  othere  in  general ;  900 
And  for-thy  see  that  thou,  in  special, 
Requere  nought  that  is  ayein  hir  name ; 
For   vertue    streccheth   not   him-self  to 
shame. 

130.  Bi\t  wel  is  me  that  ever  I  was  born, 
That  thou  biset  art  in  so  good  a  place ;  905 
For  by  my  trouthe,  in  love  I  dorste  have 

sworn. 
Thee  sholde  never  han  tid  thus  fayr  a 

grace  ; 
And  wostow  why  ?  for  thou  were  wont  to 

chace 
At   love   in   scorn,   and   for   despyt  him 

calle 
"  Seynt  Idiot,  lord  of  thise  foles  alle."'  910 

131.  How  often  hastow  maad  tbj-  nyce 
japes. 

And  seyd,  that  loves  servants  everiehone 
Of  nycetee  ben  verray  goddes  apes  ; 
And  some  wolde  monche  hir  mete  alone, 
Ligging  a-bedde,  and  make  hem  for  to 

grone ;  915 

And  som,  thou  seydest,  hadde  a  blannehe 

fevere. 
And  preydest  god  he  sholde  never  kevere ! 

132.  And  some  of  hem  toke  on  hem,  for 
the  colde. 

More  than  y-nough,  so  seydestow  ful  ofte; 

And  some  han  feyned  ofte  tyme,and  tolde 

How  that  they  wake,  whan  they  slepen 
softe  ;  9-2 1 

And  thus  they  wolde  han  brought  hem- 
self  a-lofte, 

And  nathelees  were  under  at  the  laste  ; 

Thus  seydestow,  and  japedest  fal  faste. 
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that, 


for  the  more 

5 


133.  Yet  seydestow 
part,  9 

These  loveres  ■wolden  speke  in  general, 
And  thoughten  that  it  was  a  siker  art, 
For  fayling,  for  to  assayen  over-al. 
Now  may  I  jape  of  thee,  if  that  I  shal ! 
But  nathelees,  thougli  tliat  I  sholde  deye, 
That  thou  art  noon  of  tho,  that  dorste  I 
seye.  931 

134.  Now  beet  thy  brest,  and  sey  to  god 
of  love, 

"  Thy  grace,  lord  !  for  now  I  me  repento 
If  I  mis  spak,  for  now  my-self  I  love  :" 
Thus  sey  with  al  thyn  herte  in  good  en- 
tente.' 935 
Quod  Troilus,  '  a  !  lord  !  I  me  consente, 
And  pray  to  thee  my  japes  thou  foryive, 
And  I  shal  never-more  whyl  I  live.' 

135.  '  Thow  seyst  wel,'  quod  Pandare,  '  and 
now  I  hope 

That   thou  the  goddes  wi-atthe  hast   al 

apesed ;  940 

And  sithen  thou  hast  wepen  many  a  drope, 

And  seyd  swich  thing  wher-with  thy  god 

is  plesed, 
Now  wolde  never  god  but  thou  were  esed  ; 
And  think  wel,  she  of  whom  rist  al  thy  wo 
Here-after  may  thy  comfort  been  al-so.  945 

136.  For  thilke  ground,  that  bereth  the 
wedes  wikke, 

Bereth  eek  thise  holsom  herbes,  as  ful  ofte 
Next  the  foule  netle,  rough  and  thikke, 
The  rose  waxeth  swote  and  smothe  and 

softe  ; 
And  next  the  valey  is  the  hil  a-lofte  ;  950 
And  next    the   derke   night    the    glade 

morwe  ; 
And  also  joye  is  next  the  fyn  of  sorwe. 

137.  Now  loke  that  atempre  be  thybrydel. 
And,  for  the  beste,  ay  suffre  to  the  tyde, 
Or  elles  al  our  labour  is  on  ydel ;  955 
He  hasteth  wel  that  wysly  can  abyde  ; 
Be  diligent,  and  trewe,  and  ay  wel  hyde. 
Be  lusty,  free,  persevere  in  thy  servyse. 
And  al  is  wel,  if  thou  werke  in  this  wyse. 

138.  But    he   that    parted   is    in    every 
place  9^ 

Is  no-wher  hool,  as  writen  clerkes  wyse  ; 


What  wonder  is,  thongh  swicli  oon  have 

no  grace  ? 
Eek  wostow  how  it  fareth  of  som  servyse  ? 
As  plaunte  a  tre  or  herbe,  in  sondry  wyse, 
And  on  the  moi-we  pulle  it  up  as  blyve,  965 
No  wonder  is,  though  it  may  never  thryve. 

139.  And  sith  that  god  of  love  hath  thee 
bistowed 

In  place  digne  un-to  thy  worthinesse, 
Stond  faste,  for  to  good  port  hastow  rowed ; 
And  of  thy-self,  for  any  hevinesse,        970 
Hope  alwey  wel ;  for,  but-if  drerinesse 
Or  over-haste  our  bothe  labour  shende, 
I  hope  of  this  to  maken  a  good  ende. 

140.  And  wostow  why  I  am  the  lasse  a- 
fercd  t:  •    ' 

Of  this  matere  with  my  nece  trete  ?      975  -f 

For  this  have  I  herd  seyd  of  wyse  y-lered,  "'v**^ 
'■  Was  never  man  ne  woman  yet  bigete 
That  was  unapt  to  suffren  loves  hete 
Celestial,  or  elles  love  of  kinde  ;"  979 

For-thy  som  grace  I  hope  in  hir  to  finde. 

141.  And  for  to  speke  of  hir  in  special, 
Hir  beautee  to  bithinken  and  hir  youthe, 
It  sit  hir  nought  to  be  celestial 

As  yet,  though  that  hir  lists  bothe  and 
couth e  ;  984 

But  trewely,  it  sete  hir  wel  right  nouthe 
A  worthj'  knight  to  loven  and  eheryce. 
And  but  she  do,  I  holde  it  for  a  vyce. 

142.  Wherfore  I  am,  and  wol  be,  ay  redy 
To  pej-ne  me  to  do  yow  this  servyse  ; 
For  bothe  yow  to  plese  thus  hope  I      990 
Her-afterward  ;  for  ye  beth  bothe  wyse. 
And  connc  it  counseyl  kepe  in  swich  a 

wyse, 
That  no  man  shal  the  wj-ser  of  it  be  ; 
And  so  we  raay  be  gladed  alle  three. 

143.  And,  by  my  trouthe,    I  have  right 
now  of  thee  995 

A  good  conceyt  in  my  wit,  as  I  gesse. 
And  what  it  is,  I  wol  now  that  thou  see. 
I  thenke,  sith  that  love,  of  his  goodnesse. 
Hath  thee  converted  out  of  wikkednesse, 
That   thou   shalt   be    the    beste  post,    I 
leve,  1000 

Of  al  his  lay,  and  most  his  foos  to-greve. 
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144.  Ensample  why,  see  uow  these  wj-se 
clerkes, 

That  erreu  aldermost  a-yeiii  a  lawe, 
And   ben    converted    from    hir    wikked 

werkes 
Thoriigh  grace  of  god,  that  list  hem  to 

him  drawe,  1005 

Than  am  they  folk  that  han  most  god  in 

awe, 
And    strengest-feythed    been,    I    under- 

stonde, 
And   conne   an   errovir  alder-best   with- 

stonde. ' 

145.  Whan   Troilus   had   herd    Pandare 
assented 

To  been  his  help  in  loving  of  Criseyde,  loio 
Wex  of  his  wo,  as  who  seyth,  nntormented, 
Exit  hotter  wex  his  love,  and  thns  he  seyde. 
With   sobre   chere,   al-though   his   hertc 

pleyde, 
'  Xow  blisful  Venus  helpe,  er  that  I  sterve, 
Of  thee,  Pandare,  I  may ,  som  thank  de- 
serve. 10 '5 

146.  But,  dere  frend,  how  shal  myn  wo 
ben  lesse 

Til  this  be  doon  ?  and  goode,  eek  tel  me 

this, 
How  wiltow  seyn  of  me  and  my  destresse  ? 
Lest  she  be  wrooth,  this  drede  I  most, 

y-wis. 
Or  nil  not  here  or  trowen  how  it  is.     lo.'o 
Al  this  drede  I,  and  eek  for  the  manere 
Of  thee,  hir  eem,  she  nil  no  swich  thing 

here.' 

147.  Quod   Pandarus,    '  thoii   hast   a   fill 
gret  care 

Lest  that  the  cherl  may  falle  out  of  the 
mone !  1024 

Why,  lord  !  I  hate  of  thee  thy  nyce  fare  ! 
Whj',  entremete  of  that  thou  hast  to  done ! 
For  goddes  love,  I  bidde  thee  a  bone, 
So  lat  me  alone,  and  it  shal  be  thy  bestc. ' — 
'  ^Vhy,  freend,'  quod  he,  '  now  do  right  as 
thee  leste. 

148.  But  herke,  Pandare,  o  word,  for  I 
nolde  1030 

That  thou  in  me  wendest  so  greet  folye, 
That  to  my  lady  I  desiren  sholde 


That  toucheth  harm  or  any  vilenye  ; 
For  dredelees,  me  were  lever  dye         1034 
Than  she  of  me  ought  elles  understode 
But  that,  that  mighte  sounen  in-togode.' 

149.  Tho  lough  this  Pandare,  and  anoon 
answer  de, 

'  And  I  thy  borw  ?   fy  !   no  wight  dooth 

but  so ; 
I  roughte  nought  though  that  she  stode 

and  horde  1039 

Howthat  thouseyst ;  but  fare-wel, I wolgo. 
A-dieu  !  T)o  glad  !  god  spedo  us  bothe  two! 
Yif  me  this  labour  and  this  besinesse. 
And  of  my  speed  be  thyn  al  t  hat  swetnesse. ' 

150.  Tlio  Troilus  gan  doun  on  knees  to 
falle,  1044 

And  Pandare  in  his  armes  hente  faste. 
And  seyde,  '  now,  fy  on  the  Grekes  alle  ! 
Yet,  pardec,  god  shal  helpe  us  at  the  laste; 
And  dredelees,  if  that  mj-  Ijrf  may  laste, 
And   god  to-forn,  lo,   som  of  hem   shal 

smerte ; 
And  yet  me  athiuketh  that  this  avaunt 

me  asterte  !  1050 

151.  Now,  Pandare,  I  can  no  more  seye, 
But   thou  wys,    thou  wost,  thou  mayst, 

thou  art  al ! 
My  lyf,  m.y  deeth,   hool  in  thyn  honde 

I  leye  ; 
Help  now,"  quotl  he.  '  Yis,  bymy  trouthc, 

I  shal.' 
'  God    yelde   thee,   freend,   and    this   in 

special,'  io55 

Quod  Troilus,  '  that  thou  me  recomaunde 
To    hir    that    to    the    deeth    me    may 

comaunde.' 

152.  This  Pandarus  tho,  desirous  to  serve 
His  fuUe freend,  than  seyde  in  this  manere, 
'  Far-wol,   and  thenk   I   wol   thy  thank 

deserve  ;  .  1060 

Have  here  my  trouthe,  and  that  thou 

shalt  wel  here.' — 
And  wente  his  wey,    thenking  on  this 

matere. 
And  how  he  best  mighte  liir  beseche  of 

grace, 
And  linde  a  tyme  ther-to,  and  a  place. 
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153.  J'or  every  -wlglit  tliat  Iiath  an  hous 
to  found e  10^)5 

Ne  renneth  nought  the  werk  for  to  bi- 

ginne 
With   rakcl  liond,    but   he  wol   byde    a 

stounde, 
And sende h is herteslyne  out  fro  with-inne 
Alderfirst  liis  purpos  for  to  winne.       1069 
Al  this  Pandare  in  his  herte  thoughte, 
And   caste   his  werk    fnl   wysly,    or    he 

wroughte. 

154.  But  Troilus  lay  tho  no  lenger  doun, 
But  up  anoon  up-on  his  stede  bay, 
And  in  the  feld  he  plcyde  tho  leoun  ; 
Wo  was  that  Greek  that  with  liim  mette 

that  day.  1075 

And  in  the  toun  his  maner  tho  forth  ay 
So  goodly  was,  and  gat  him  so  in  grace, 
That  ech  him  lovede  that  loked  on  his  face. 


155.  For  he  bicom  the  frendlyeste  wight, 
The gentilcste,  and  cck  the  moste free,   ioS») 
Tlie  thriftieste  and  oon  the  beste  knight, 
That  in  his  tyme  was,  or  mighte  be. 
Dcde  were  his  japes  and  his  cnieltee, 
His     heighe     port     and      his      manere 

estraunge, 
And  ech  of  tho  gan  for  a  vertu  chaunge. 


us    stinte    of    Troilus    a 
io86 
that    hurt  is 


156.    Now    lat 

stounde, 
Tliat    farcth    lyk   a   man 

sore. 
And  is  somdel  of  akinge  of  his  wounde 
Y-lissed  wel,  but  heled  no  del  more  : 
And,  as  an  esy  jjacient,  the  lore  1090 

Abit  of  him  that  gooth  aboute  his  cure  ; 
And  thus  he  dryveth  forth  his  aventure. 

ExpUcit  Liber  Primus. 
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Incipit  prohemium  Secundi  Libri. 

1 .  Out  of  these  blake  wawes  for  to  sayle, 
O  wind,  O  wind,  tho  weder  ginneth  clere ; 
For  in  this  see  the  boot  hath  swich  tra- 

vayle, 
Of  my  conning  that  unnethe  I  it  stere  : 
This  see  clepe  I  the  tcmpestous  matere   5 
Of  desespeyr  that  Troilus  was  inne  : 
But  now  of  hope  the  calendes  biginne. 

2.  O  lady  myn,  that  called  art  Cleo, 
Tlioii  be  my.  speed  fro  this  forth,  and  my 

muse, 
To  ryme  wel  this  book,  til  I  have  do  ;      :o 
Me  nedeth  here  noon  other  art  to  use. 
For-why  to  every  lovere  I  me  excuse. 
That  of  no  sentement  I  this  endyte. 
But  out  of  Latin  in  my  tonge  it  wryte. 

3.  Wherfore  I  nil  have  neither  thank  ne 

blame  15 

Of  al  this  werk,  but  pray  yow  mckely, 
Disblameth  me,  if  any  word  be  lame. 
For  as  myn  auotor  seyde,  so  seye  I. 
Eek  though  I  speke  of  love  unfclingly. 


No  wonder  is,  for  it  no-thmg  of  newe  is  ;  20 
A  blind  man  can  nat  jnggen  wel  in  hewis. 

4.  Ye  knowe  eek,  that  in  forme  of  speche 

is  chaunge 
With-inne  a  thousand  yeer,  and  wordes 

tho 
That  hadden  prys,  now  wonder  nj-ce  and 

straunge 
Us  thinketh  hem  ;    and  j-et  they  spake 

hem  so,  25 

And  spedde  as  wel  in  love  as  men  now  do ; 
Eek  for  to  winne  love  in  sondry  ages. 
In  sondry  loudes,  sondry  been  usages. 

5.  And  for-thy  if  it  happe  in  any  wj-se. 
That  here  be  any  lovere  in  this  place     30 
That  herkeneth,  as  the  story  wol  de'S'yse, 
How  Troilus  com  to  his  lady  grace. 
And  thenketh*  so  nolde  I  nat  love  pur- 

chaoe," 
Or  wondreth  on  his  speche  and  his  doinge, 
I  noot  ;  but  it  is  me  no  wonderinge  ;      35 

6.  For  every  wight  which  that  to  Rome 

went. 
Halt  nat  o  path,  or  alwey  o  manere  ; 


222 


^rotfue  anb  Ctteepbe. 


[Book  II. 


Eek  in  soni  lend  were  al  the  gamen  slient, 
If  that  theyferde  in  love  as  men  don  here, 
As  thns,  in  open  doing  or  in  chere,  40 
In  visitinge,  in  forme,  or  seyde  hir  sawes  ; 
For-thy  men  seyn,  ech  contrec  hath  his 
lavCes, 

7.  Eekscarslybeenther  in  this  place  three 
That  han  in  love  seyd  Ij-k  and  doon  in  al : 
For -to  thy  purpos  this  may  lyken  thee,  45 
And  thee  right  nought,  yet  al  is  seyd  or 

shal ; 
Eek  som  xaen  grave  in  tree,  soni  in  stoon 

wal. 
As  it  bitit  ;  but  sin  I  have  begonne, 
MjTi  auctor  shal  I  folwen,  if  I  conne. 

Explicit  prohemium  Secundi  Libri. 

Incipit  Liber  Secundus. 

8.  In  May,  that  moder  is  of  monthes  glade. 
That  fresshe  floures,  blewe,  and  whyte, 

and  rede,  51 

Ben  quike  agayn,  that  winter  dede  made, 
And  ful  of  bawnic  is  fletinge  every  mede  ; 
Whan   PliebuS  doth   his   brighte   hemes 

sprede 
Kight  in  the  whyte  Bole,  it  so  bitidde     55 
As  I  shal  singe,  on  Mayes  day  the  thridde, 

9.  That  Pandarus,  for  al  his  wyse  si^eche, 
Felte  eek  his  part  of  loves  shottes  kene, 
That,   coude  he  never  so  wel  of  loving 

preche, 
It  made  his  hewe  a-day  ful  ofte  grene  ;  60 
So  shoop  it,  that  him  fil  that  day  a  tene 
In  love,  for  which  in  wo  to  bedde  he  wente. 
And  made,  er  it  was  day,  fulmanyawente. 

10.  The  swalwe  Proigne,  with  a  sorwful  lay, 
Whan  morwe  com,  gan  make  hir  wey- 

mentinge,  65 

Why  she  forshapen  was  ;  and  ever  lay 
Pandare  a-bedde,  half  in  a  slomeringe. 
Til  she  so  neigh  him  made  hir  chiteringe 
How  Tereus  gan  forth  hir  suster  take, 
That  with  the  noyse  of  hir  he  gan  a-wake ; 

11.  And  gan  to  calle,  and  dressc  him  itp 
to  ryse,  71 

Kemembringe  him  his  erand  was  to  done 
From  Troilus,  and  eek  his  greet  empryse ; 


And  caste  and  knew  in  good  plyt  wae  the 

mone 
To  doon  viagc,  and  took  his  wey  ful  sone 
Un-to  his  neces  paleys  ther  bi-syde  ;       76 
Now  Janus,  god  of  entree,  thou  him  gyde ! 

12.  Wlian  he  was  oome  un-to  his  neces 
place, 

'  Wlier  is  my  lady  ? '  to  hir  folk  seyde  he ; 
And  they  him  tolde  ;  and  he  forth  in  gan 
pace,  St> 

And  fond,  two  othere  ladyes  sete  and  she 
With-inne  a  paved  parlour;  and  they  three 
Herden  a  mayden  reden  hem  the  geste 
Of  the  Sege  of  Thebes,  whyl  hem  leste.  84 

13.  Quod  Pandarus, '  ma  dame,  god  yow  see, 
With  al  your  book  and  al  the  companye !' 
'  Ey,  uncle  myn,  welcome  y-wis,'  quod  she, 
And  up  she  roos,  and  by  the  bond  in  bye 
She  took  him  faste,  and  seyde,  '  this  night 

thrye. 
To  goode  mote  it  tvirne,  of  yow  I  mette ! ' 
And  with  that  word  she  doun  on  bench 

him  sette.  91 

14.  '  Ye,  nece,  ye  shal  fare  wel  the  bet, 
If  god  wole,  al  this  yeer,'  quod  Pandarus ; 
'  But  I  am  sory  that  I  have  yow  let        94 
To  herknen  of  your  book  ye  preysen  thus; 
For  goddes  love,  what  seith  it  ?  tel  it  us. 
Is  it  of  love  ?  O,  som  good  ye  me  lere  !' 
'Uncle,'  quod  she,  'your  maistresse  is  not 

here  !' 

15.  With  that  they  gonnen  laughe,  and 
tho  she  seyde,  99 

'  This  romaunce  is  of  Thebes,  that  we  rede ; 
And  we  han  herd  how  that  king  Laius 

deyde 
Thurgh  Edippus  his  sone,  and  al  that  dede ; 
And  here  we  stenten  at  these  lettres  rede, 
How  the  bisshop,  as  the  book  can  telle, 
Amphiorax,  fil  thurgh  the  ground  to  helle.' 

16.  Quod  Pandarus,  '  al  this  knowe  I  my- 
selve,  K)6 

And  al  th'assege  of  Thebes  and  tho  care ; 
For  hor-of  been  thermaked  bokes  twelve: — 
But  lat  be  this,  and  tel  me  how  ye  fare  ; 
Do  wey  your  barbe,  and  shew  your  face 
bare;  no 
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I>o  vy.r  your  l.iook,  rys  up,  and  lat   lis 

dauuce, 
And  lat  us  don  to  May  som  observaiuice.' 

17.  'A!  god  forbede!'  quod  she,  'Ik-  ye 

mad  ? 
Is  that  a  widewes  lyf,  so  god  you  save  ? 
By  g<.>d,  ye  maken  me  right  sore  a-drad,  1 15 
Ye  lion  so  wilde,  it  semcth  as  ye  rave  ! 
It  sete  me  wel  bet  aj-  in  a  cave 
To  Iiidde,  and  rede  on  holy  seyntcs  Ij-ves : 
Lat  niaydens  gon  to  daunce,  and  yonge 

^vy^'es.' 

IS.  'As  ever  thrj-ve  I,'  quod  this  Pandarus. 
'  Yet   coude  I  telle  a  thing  to  doon  you 

jileye.'  121 

'  Now  uncle  dere, '  quod  she,  '  tel  it  us 
For  goddes  love  ;  is  than  th'assege  aweye? 
I  am  of  Grekes  so  ferd  that  I  deye.' 
'  Nay,    nay,'   quod   he,   '  as  ever  mote  I 

thrjTe  !  125 

It  is  a  thing  wel  bet  than  swiche  fj-^-e.' 

19.  ■  Ye,  holy  god ! "  quod  she,  '  what  thing 
is  that  ? 

■^Iiat  ?  bet  than  swiche  fj'A-e  ?    ej-,  nay, 

y-wis  ! 
For  al  this  world  ne  can  I  reden  what 
It  sholde  been  ;  som  jape,  I  trowe,  is  this ; 
And  but  your-selven  telle  us  what  it  is,  131 
My  wit  is  for  to  arede  it  al  to  lene  ; 
As  heli>  me  god,  I  noot  nat  what  ye  mene.' 

20.  '  And  I  your  borow,  ne  never  shal, 
for  me. 

This   thing   be  told  to  yow,  as   mote  I 

thryve  I'  135 

'  And  why  so,  uncle  myn  ?  why  so  ?'  quod 

she. 
'  By  god,'  quod  he,  '  that  wole  I  telle  as 

lilyve  ; 
For  prouder  womman  were  ther  noon  on- 

Ij-ve, 
And  ye  it  wiste,  in  al  the  toun  of  Troye  ; 
I  jape  nought,  as  ever  have  I  joye  ! '     140 

21.  Tho  gau  she  wondren  more  than  bi- 
foru 

A  thousand  fold,  and  doun  hir  eyen  caste  ; 
For  never,  sith  the  tyme  thatshewasborn, 
T»  knowe  thing  desired  she  so  faste  ;   144 


And  with  a  syk  she  seyde  him  at  the  laste, 
'Now,  xincle  myn,  I  nil  yt)W  nought  dis- 

plese. 
Nor  axen  more,  that  may  do  yowdisese.' 

22.  So  after  this,  with  manywordes  glade, 
And  freendly  tales,  and  with  mery  chere, 
Of  this  and  that  they  pleyde,  and  gonnen 

wade  i5c> 

In   many   an    unkouth   glad    and    deep 

matere,  • 

As  froendes  doon,  whan   they  ben  met 

y-fere  ; 
Til  she  gan  axen  him  how  Ector  ferde, 
That  was  the  tounes  wal  and  Grekes  yerde. 

23.  '  Ful  wel,  I  thanke  it  god,'  quod  Pan- 
darus, 155 

'  Save  in  his  arm  he  hath  a  litel  wounde  f 
And  eek  his  fresshe  brother  Troilus, 
The  wyse  worthy  Ector  the  secotinde. 
In  whom  that  every  vertrf  list  abounde, 
As  alle  trouthe  and  alle  gentillesse,      160 
Wysdom,  honour,    fredom,    and   worthi- 
nesse.' 

24.  '  In  good  feith,  eem,'  quod  she,  '  that 
lyketh  me  ; 

They  faren  wel,  god  save  hem  bothe  two ! 
For  trewely  I  holde  it  greet  deyntee 
A  kinges  sone  in  armes  wel  to  do,         165 
And  been  of  good  condiciouns  ther-to  ; 
For  greet  power  and  moral  vertu  here 
i  Is  selde  y-seye  in  o  persone  y-fere.' 

2.^.   '  In  good  feith,  that  is  sooth,'  quod 

Pandarus ; 
'  Btit,  by  my  trouthe,  the  king  hath  sones 

tweye,  170 

That  is  to  mene,  Ector  and  Troilus, 
That  certainly,  though  that  I  sholde  dej-e, 
They  been  as  TOyde  of  \'yces,  dar  I  seye. 
As  any  men  that  livetli  under  the  Sonne, 
Hir   might  is  ■wyde  y-kuowe,  and  what 

they  conne,  175 

26.  Of  Ector  nedeth  it  nought  for  to  telle ; 
In  al  this  world  ther  nis  a  bettre  knight 
Tlian  he,  that  is  of  worthinesse  welle  ; 
And  he  wel  more  verti\  hath  than  might. 
This  knoweth  many  a  wys  and  worthy 
wight,  180 
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The  same  prys  of  Troilus  I  seye, 
■God  help  me   so,   I  knowe  not   swiche 
tweye.' 

27.  '  By  god,'  qiiod  she,  '  of  Ector  that  is 
sooth  ; 

Of  Troilus  the  same  thing  trowe  I ; 
JTor  dredelees,  men  tellen  that  he  dooth 
In  armes  day  hy  day  so  worthily,  i86 

And  bereth  him  here  at  hoom  so  gentilly 
To  every  wight,  that  al  the  prys  hath  he 
Of  hem  that  me  were  levest  preysed  be.' 

28.  '  Ye  sey  right  sooth,  y-wis,'  quod  Pan- 
d.arus ;  190 

'  Eor  yesterdaj',  who-so  liadde  with  him 

been, 
Jie  might  have  wondred  up-on  Troilus  ; 
Por  never  yet  so  thildie  a  swarm  of  been 
Ne  fleigh,  as  Grekes  fro  him  gonuc  fleen  ; 
And  thorugh  the  feld,  in  every  wightes 

ere,  •  195 

Ther  nas  no  cry  but  "Troilus  is  there!" 

29.  Now  here,  now  there,  he  hunted  hem 
so  faste, 

Ther  nas  but  Grokes  blood  ;  and  Troilus, 
Now  hem  he  hurte,  and  hem  alle  doun  he 

caste ; 
Ay  where  he  ■wente  it  was  arayed  thus :  200 
He  was  hir  deetli,  and  sheld  and  lyf  for  us ; 
That  as  that  day  ther  dorste  noon  with- 

stonde, 
Whyl  that  ho  held  his  blody  swerd  in 

honde. 

30.  Therto  he  is  the  freendlieste  man 
'Of  grete  estat,  that  ever  I  saw  my  Ij-ve  ; 
And  wher  him  list,  best  felawi3hipe  can  206 
To  suche  as  him  thinketh  able   for  to 

thryvp.' 
And  with  that  word   tho  Pan<larus,    as 

bly^e, 
JS.e  took  his  leve,  and  scyde,   '  I  wol  go 

henne :' 
'  Nay,  blame  have  T,  myn  unclf,'  qnod  she 

thenne,  210 

31.  '  Wliat  eyleth  yow  to  be  thus  wcry 
sone. 

And  namelich  of  wommen  ?  wol  ye  so  ? 
-Nay,  sitteth  down  ;  bj-  god,  I  luvve  to  done 


With  yow,  to  speke  of  wisdom  er  ye  go.' 
And  every  wight  that  was  a-boute  hem 

tho,  215 

That  herde  that,  gan  fer  a-wey  to  stonde, 
Wliyl  they  two  hadde  al  that  hem  liste 

in  honde. 

32.  Whan  that  hir  tale  al  brought  was  to 
an  ende 

Of  hire  estat  and  of  hir  governatmce,   210 
Quod  Pandarus,  '  now  is  it  tyme  I  wende ; 
But  yet,  I  seye,  aryseth,  lat  us  daunce. 
And   cast  your    widwes    habit    to    mis- 

chaunce : 
Wliat  list  yow  thus  your-self  to  disfigure. 
Sith  yow  is  tid  thus  fair  an  aventure  ?' 

33.  '  A  !  wel  bithought !  for  love  of  god," 
quod  she,  225 

'  Shal  I  not  witen  what  ye  mene  of  this?' 
'No,  this  thing axeth  layser, 'tho  quod  he, 
'  And  eek  me  wolde  muche  greve,  y-wis, 
If  I  it  tolde,  and  ye  it  toke  amis. 
Yet  were  it  bet  my  tonge  for  to  stille  2.^0 
Than  seye  a  sooth  that  were  ayeins  your 
wille. 

34.  For,  nece,  by  the  goddesse  Minei-^-e, 
And  Juppiter,  that  niaketh  tho  thonder 

ringe. 
And  bj'  the  blisful  Venus  that  I  serve. 
Ye   been    the    womman    in    this   worb! 

livinge,  235 

With-oute  paramours,  to  my  witinge, 
That  I  best  love,  and  lothest  am  to  greve, 
And  that  ye  witen  wel  your-self,  I  leve.' 

35.  '  Y-wis,  myn  txncle,'  quod  she,  '  gi'ant 
mercy  ; 

Your  freendship  have  I  founden  everyit; 
I  am  to  no  man  hold  en  trewely  241 

So   muche    as    yow,    and    h.ave    so   litel 

quit ; 
And,  with  the  grace  of  god,  emforth  my 

wit. 
As  in  my  gilt  I  shal  you  never  offende  ; 
And  if  I  have  er  this,  I  wol  amende.     245 

30.  But,  for  the  love  of  god,  I  yow  be- 

seche. 
As  ye  ben  he  that  I  most  love  and  triste, 
Lat  be  to  me  your  fremde  maner  gpeche, 
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And  sey  to  me,  your  nece,  what  yow  liste :' 
And  with  that  word  hir  uncle  anoon  hir 
kiste,  250 

And  seyde,  '  gladly,  leve  nece  dere, 
Tak  it  for  good  that  I  shal  seye  yow  here.' 

37.  With  that  she  gan  hir  eyen  doun  to 
caste, 

And  Pandarus  to  coghe  gan  a  lyte,       254 
And  seyde,  '  nece,  alwey,  lo  !  to  the  laste, 
How-so  it  be  that  som  men  hem  delyte 
With  subtil  art  hir  tales  for  to  endyte, 
Yet  for  al  that,  in  hir  entencioun, 
Hir  tale  is  al  for  som  conclusioun. 

38.  And   sitlien    th'ende    is    everj-   tales 
strengthe,  260 

And  this  matere  is  so  bihovely, 

What  sholde  I  peynte  or  drawen  it  on 

lengthe 
To  yow,  that  been  my  freend  so  feithfuUy  ? ' 
And  with  that  word  he  gan  right  inwardly 
Biholdeu  hir,  and  loken  on  hir  face,    265 
And   sej-de,    '  on  suche  a   mirour  goode 

grace  !' 

39.  Thau  thoughte  he  thus,  '  if  I  my  tale 
endj'te 

Ought  hard,  or  make  a  proces  any  whyle, 
She  shal  no  savour  han  tlier-in  but  lyte. 
And  trowe  I  wolde  hir  in  my  wil  bigjde. 
For  tendre  wittes  wenen  al  be  wj-le       271 
Ther-as  they  can  nat  pleynly  understonde ; 
For-thy  hir  wit  to  sers'en  wol  I  fonde  ' — 

40.  And  loked  on  hir  in  a  besy  wyse,    274 
And  she  was  war  that  he  byheld  hir  so, 
And  seyde,  'lord!  so  faste  ye  me  avj-se  ! 
Sej'j-e  me. never  er  now?  what  seyye,  no?' 
'Yes,  yes,'  quod  he,  '  and  bet  wole  er  I  go; 
But,   bj'  my  trouthe,    I  thoughte    now 

if  ye 
Be  fortunat,  for  now  men  shal  it  see.   280 

41.  For  to  every  wight  som  goodly  aven- 
ture 

Som  tyme  is  shape,  if  he  it  can  receyven  ; 
And  if  that  he  wol  take  of  it  no  cure, 
Whan   that   it   cometh,  but  wilfvilly  it 

weyven, 
Lo,  neither  cas  nor  fortune  him  deceyven, 


But  right  his  verray  slouthe  and  wrecched- 

nesse ;  286 

And  swich  a  wight  is  for  to  blame,  I  gesse. 

42.  Oood  aventiire,  O  bele  nece,  have  ye 
Ful  lightly  founden,  and  ye  conne  it  take; 
And,  for  the  love  of  god,  and  eek  of  me, 
Cacche  it  anoon,  lest  aventure  slake.    291 
What  sholde  I  lenger  proces  of  it  make  ? 
Yif  me  your  hond,  for  in  this  world  is 

noon, 
If  that  you  list,  a  wight  so  wel  begoon.  294 

43.  And  sith  I  speke  of  good  entencioun, 
As  I  to  yow  have  told  wel  here-biforn, 
And  love  as  wel  your  honour  and  renouu 
As  creature  in  al  this  world  y-born  ; 

By  alle  the  othes  that  I  have  yow  sworn, 
And  ye  be  ■wrooth  therfore,  or  wene  I  ly«, 
Xe  shal  I  never  seen  yow  eft  with  y6,    301 

41.  Beth  nought  agast,  ne  quaketh  nat ; 

wher-to  ? 
Ne  chaungeth  nat  for  fere  so  your  hewe ; 
For  hardelj',  the  werste  of  this  is  do ; 
And  though  my  tale  as  now  be  to  yow 

newe,  305 

Yet  trist  alwey,  ye  shal  me  finde  trewe  ; 
And  were  it  thing    that   me   thoughte 

unsittinge. 
To  yow  nolde  I  no  swiche  tales  bringe.' 

45.  '  Xow,  my  good  eem,  for  goddes  love, 
I  preye,'  309 

Quod  she,  'com  of,  and  tel  me  what  it  is; 
For  bothe  I  am  agast  what  ye  wol  seye,. 
And  eek  me  longeth  it  to  wite,  y-wis. 
For  whether  it  be  wel  or  be  amis, 
Sey  on,  lat  me  not  in  this  fere  dwello  : ' 
'  So  wol  I  doon,  now  hcrkneth,  I  shal 
telle:  3 '5 

46.  Now,  nece  myn,  the  kinges  dere  sone, 
Tlie  goode,  wyse,  worthy,  fresshe,  and  free, 
Which  alwey  for  to  do  wel  is  his  wone. 
The  noble  Troilus,  so  loveth  thee, 

That,  hot  ye  helpe,  it  wol  his  bane  be.  320 
Lo,  here  is  al,  what  sholde  I  more  seye  ? 
Doth  what  yow  list,  to  make  him  live  or 
deye. 

47.  Bvit  if  ye  lete  him  deye,  I  wol  sterve ; 
Have  her  my  trouthe,  nece,  I  nil  not  lj"en ; 
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Al  sholde  I  -with  this  knyf  my  tlirote 
kerve ' —  325 

With  that  the  teres  braste  out  of  his  yen, 

And  seyde,  'if  that  ye  doon  us  bothe 
dyen, 

Thus  giltelees,  than  have  ye  fisshed  faire ; 

What  mende  ye,  though  that  we  bothe 
apeyre  ? 

48.  AUas !  he  which  that  is  my  lord  so 
dere,  330 

That  trewe  man,  that  noble  gentil  knight. 
That  nought  desireth  but  your  freendly 

chere, 
I  see  him  deye,  ther  he  goth  up-right, 
And  hasteth  him,  with  al  his  I'ulle  might, 
For  to  be  slayn,  if  fortune  wol  assente  ;  335 
Alias !    that  god  yow  swich   a  beautee 

sente ! 

49.  If  it  be  so  that  ye  so  cruel  be, 

That  of  his  deeth  yow  liste  nought  to 

reeche. 
That  is  so  trewe  and  worthy,  as  ye  see, 
No  more  than  of  a  japere  or  a  wrecche,  340 
If  ye  be  swich,  your  beautee  may  not 

strecche 
To  make  amendes  of  so  cruel  a  dede  ; 
A-\-ysement  is  good  bifore  the  nede. 

50.  Wo  worth  the  faire  gemme  vertulees ! 
Wo  worth  that  herbe  also  that  dooth  no 

bote  !  345 

Wo  worth  that  beautee  that  is  routhelees ! 
Wo  worth  that  wight  that  tret  ech  under 

fote! 
And  ye,  that  been  of  beautee  crop  and 

rote. 
If  therwith-al  in  you  ther  be  no  routhe. 
Than  is  it  harm  ye  liven,  by  my  trouthe ! 

51.  And  also  thenk  wel,  that  this  is  no 
gaude ;  3,^1 

For  me  were  lever,  thou  and  I  and  he 
Were  hanged,   than   I  sholde   been  his 

baude, 
As  heye,  as  men  mighte  on  us  alle  y-see : 
I  am  thyn  eem,  the  shame  were  to  me,  355 
As  wel  as  thee,  if  that  I  sholde  assente, 
Thomgh  mj-n  abet,  that  he  thyn  honour 

shent«. 


52.  Now  understond,  for  I  yow  nought 
requere 

To  binde  yow  to  him  thorugh  no  beheste, 
But  only  that  ye  make  him  bettre  chere  360 
Than  ye  han  doon  er  this,  and  more  feste, 
So  that  his  lyf  be  saved,  at  the  leste 
This  al  and  som,  and  playnly  our  entente; 
God  helpe  me  so,  I  never  other  mente.  364 

53.  Lo,  this  request  is  not  but  skile,  y-wis, 
Ne  doute  of  reson,  pardec,  is  ther  noon. 

I  sette  the  worste  that  ye  dredden  this, 
Men  wolden  wondren  seen  him  come  or 

goon : 
Ther-ayeins  answere  I  thus  a-noon,      369 
That  every  wight,  but  he  be  fool  of  kinde, 
Wol   deme  it  love  of  freendship  in  his 

minde, 

54.  Wliat  ?  who  wol  deme,  though  he  see 
a  man 

To  temple  go,  that  he  the  images  eteth  ? 
Thenk  eek  how  wel  and  wysly  that  he  can 
Governe  him-self,  that  he  no-thing  for- 

yeteth,  375 

That,  wher  he  cometh,  he  prys  and  thank 

him  geteth  ; 
And  eek  ther-to,  he  shal  come  here  so 

selde, 
Wliat  fors  were  it  though  al  the  toun 

behelde  ? 

55.  Swich  love  of  freendes  regneth  al  this 
toun ; 

And  wrye  yow  in  that  mantel  ever-mo  ; 
And,  god  so  wis  be  my  savacioun,  381 

As  I  have  seyd,  your  beste  is  to  do  so. 
But  alwey,  goode  nece,  to  stinte  his  wo. 
So  lat  your  daunger  sucred  ben  a  lyte. 
That  of  liis  deeth  ye  be  nought  for  to 
wyte.'  3.S5 

56.  Criseyde,  which   that  herde  him  in 
this  wyse, 

Thoughte,  '  I  shal  fele  what  he  meneth, 

y-wis.' 
'Now,  eem,'  quod  she,  'what  wolde  j-e 

devyse, 
What  is  your  reed  I  sholde  doon  of  this?' 
'  That  is  wel  seyd,'  quod  he,   '  certayn, 

best  ia  390 
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That  ye  him  love  ayein  for  his  lovinge, 
As  love  for  love  is  skilful  giierdoninge. 

57.  Thenk  eek,  how  clde  wasteth  every 
houre 

In  eche  of  j'ow  a  party  of  beautee  ; 

And  therfore,  er  that  age  thee  devoure,  395 

Go  love,  for,  olde,  ther  -wol  no  wight  of 

thee. 
.Lat  this  proverbe  a  lore  iin-to  yow  be  ;         ! 
To  late  y-war,  quod  Beautee,  whan  it  [ 

paste;"  I 

And  elde  daunteth  daunger  at  the  laste. 

58.  The  kinges  fool  is  woned  to  cryen 
loude,  4tx> 

VVhan   that   him    thinketh    a   womman 

bereth  hir  hyo,  j 

"  So  longe  mote  ye  live,  and  alle  proude, 

Til  Crowes  feet  be  growe  under  your  ye, 

And  sende  yow  thanne  a  mirour  in  to  I 

prye  404  I 

In  whiche  ye  may  see  your  face a-morwe  I  ■'  I 

Nece,  I  bid  wisshe  yow  no  more  sorwe.' 

i 
09.  With  this  he  stente,  and  caste  adoun  i 

the  heed, 
And  she  bigan  to  breste  a-wepe  anoon. 

And  seyde,  'alias,  for  wo!    why  nere  I  ■ 

deed  ? 

For  of  this  world  the  feith  is  al  agoon  1410  , 

Alias !  what  sholden  straunge  to  me  do<jn,  | 

When   he,  that  for  my  beste  freend   I  ! 

wende,  i 

Eet  me  to  love,  and  sholde  it  me  defende  ?  1 

60.  Alias!  I  wolde  ban  trusted,  doutelees, 

That  if  that  I,  thurgh  my  disaventure,  415  ' 

Had  loved  other  him  or  Achilles, 

Ector,  or  any  mannes  creature. 

Ye  nolde  han  had  no  mercy  ne  mesure 

On  me,  but  alwey  had  me  in  repreve  ; 

This  false  world,  alias  !  who  may  it  leve? 

Gl.   What?  is  this  al  the  joye  and  al  the 
feste?  421 

Is  this  your  reed,  is  this  my  blisful  cas  ? 
Is  this  the  verray  mede  of  your  beheste  ? 
Is  al  this  pej-nted  proces  seyd,  alias  !   424 
Right  for  this  fyn  ?  O  lady  myn,  Pallas  ! 
Thou  in  this  dredful  cas  for  me  purveye  ; 
for  so  Rstonied  am  I  that  I  deye  ! ' 


62.  With  that  she  gan  ful  sorvvfullj'  to 

syke  ; 
'  A  !  may  it  be  no  bet  ? '  quod  Pandams ; 
•  By  god,  I  shal  no-more  come  here  tliis 

wyke,  4^() 

And  god  to-fom,  that  am  mistrusted  thus  ; 
I  see  ful  wel  that  ye  sette  lytc  of  us, 
Or  of  our  deeth  !  Alias  !  I  woful  wrecche  ! 
Mighte  he  j-ct  live,  of  me  is  nought  to 

recche. 

63.  O  cruel  god,  0  dispitouse  Marte,     4,;5 
O  Furies  three  of  helle,  on  yow  I  crye  ! 
So  lat  me  never  out  of  this  hous  departe, 
If  that  I  mente  harm  or  vilanye  ! 

But  sith  I  see  my  lord  mot  nedes  dye, 
And  I  with  him,  here  I  me  shryve,  and 
Beye  440 

That  wikkedly  ye  doon  us  bothe  deye. 

64.  But    sith   it   lyketh   yow   that    I   be 
deed, 

By  Neptunns,  that  god  is  of  the  see. 
Fro  this  fortli  shal  I  never  eten  breed 
Til  I  myn  owene  herte  bbxKi  may  see  ;  445 
For  certayn,  I  wole  deye  as  sone  as  he  ' — 
And  lip   he  sterte,  and  on  his  wey  he 

raughte, 
Til  she  agayn  him  by  the  lappe  canghte. 

65.  Criseyde,  which  that  wel  neigh  start 
for  fere, 

So  as  she  was  the  ferfulleste  wight       450 
That  mighte  be,  and  herde  eek  with  liir 

ere, 
And  saw  the  sorwful  ernest  of  the  kixight, 
And  in  his  preyere  eek  saw  nor^n  unriglit, 
And  for  the  harm  that  mighte  eek  fallen 

more, 
.She  gan  to  rewe,  and  dradde  hir  wonder 

sore ;  455 

66.  And  thoughte  thus,  '  unhappes  fallen 
thikke 

Alday  for  love,  and  in  swich  maner  cas. 
As  men  ben  ci-uel  in  hem-selt  and  wikkc  ; 
And  if  this  man  slee  here  him-self,  alias  ! 
In  my  presence,  it  wol  be  no  solas.        4<k) 
Wliat  men  wolde  of  hit  deme  I  can  uat 

seye ; 
It  nedefh  me  ful  sleyly  for  to  pleye.' 
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67.  And  with  a  sorwful  syk  she  seyde 
thrje, 

'  A  !  lord  !  what  mo  is  tid  a  sory  chaimce ! 
For  uiyn  estat  now  Ij'th  in  jurartye,    465 
And  eek  myn  ernes  Ij'f  lyth  in  balaunce  ; 
But  nathelees,  with  goddes  governaunce, 
I  shal  so  doon,  mjoi  honour  shal  I  kcpe, 
And  eek  his  lyf ;'  and  stinte  for  to  wepe. 

68.  'Of  harmes  two,  the  lesse  is  for  to 
chese ;  470 

Yet  have  I  lever  maken  him  good  chere 
In  honour,  than  myn  ernes  lyf  to  lese  ; 
Ye  seyu,  ye  no-thing  elles  me  requere  ? ' 
'  No,  wis,'  quod  he,  'myn  owene  nece  dere.' 
'  Now  wel,'  quod  she,  '  and  I  wol  doon  my 
pejTie ;  475 

I  shal  myn  herte   ayeins  mj-  lust   con- 
st reyne, 

69.  But  that   I  nil   not  holden  him  in 
honde, 

Ne  love  a  man,  ne  can  I  not,  ne  may 
Ayein:5  my  wil ;  but  elles  wol  I  fonde, 
Myn  honour  sauf,  plese  him  fro  day  to 
day ;  480 

Ther-to  nolde  I  nought  ones  have  seyd  nay, 
But  that  I  dredde,  as  in  my  fantasye  ; 
But  cesse  cause,  ay  cesseth  maladye. 

70.  And  here  I  make  a  protestaciouu. 
That  in  this  proces  if  ye  depper  go,       485 
That  certaynly,  for  no  savacioun 

Of  yow,  though  that  ye  sterve  hothe  two, 
Thoiigh  al  the  world  on  o  day  be  my  fo, 
Ne    shal    I  never    on    him    han    other 

routhe.' — 
'  I  graunte  wel,'  quod  Pandare,  '  by  my 

trouthe.  490 

71.  But  may  I  truste  wel  ther-to,'  quod  he, 
'  That,  of  this  thing  that  ye  han  hight  me 

here, 
Ye  wol  it  holden  trcwly  un-to  me  ? ' 
'  Ye,   doutelees,'  quod  she,   '  myn   uncle 

dere,' 
'  Ne  that  I  shal  han  cause  in  this  matere,' 
Quod    he,   'to   pleyne,   or  after  yow   to 

preche  ?'  496 

'  Whj-,    no,  pardee ;    what   nedeth    more 

speche  ? ' 


72.  Tho  fillen  they  in  othero  tales  glade. 
Til  at  the  laste,  '  O  good  eem,'  quod  she 

tho, 
'For  love  of  god,  which  that  us  bothe 

made,  5'** 

Tel  me  how  first  ye  wisten  of  his  wo : 
Wot  noon  of    hit    but  j-e?'    He   seyde, 

'no.' 
'  Can  he  wel  speke  of  love  ? '  quod  she, 

'  I  preye, 
Tel  me,  for  I  tho  bet  me  shal  purveye.' 

73.  Tho  Pandarus  a  litel  gan  to  smyle, 
And  seyde,  '  by  my  troutiie,  I  shal  yow 

telle.  _  506 

This   other   day,    nought   gon'  ful   longe 

whyle. 
In- with  the  paleys-gardjTi,  by  a  welle, 
Gan  he  and  I  wel  half  a  day  to  dweUe, 
Eight  for  to  speken  of  an  ordenaimce,  510 
How  we  the  Grekes  mighte  disavauncc. 

74.  Sone  after  that  bigonne  we  to  lepe, 
And  casten  with  our  dartes  to  and  fi-o, 
Til  at  the  ^aste  he  seyde,  he  wolde  slepe, 
And  on  the  gres  a-doun  he  leyde  him  tho; 
And  I  after  gan  rome  to  and  fro  516 
Til  that  I  herde,  as  that  I  welk  allone, 
How  he  bigan  ful  wofully  to  grone. 

75.  Tho  gan  I  stalke  him  softely  bihinde. 
And  sikerly,  the  sothe  for  to  seyne,       s^io 
As  I  can  clepe  ayein  now  to  my  minde, 
Right  thus  to  Love  he  gan  him  for  to 

plejTie ; 
He  se3'de,  "lord!  have  routhe  up-on  my 

peyne, 
Al  have  I  been  rebel  in  myn  entente  ; 
Now,  mea  culpa,  lord !  I  me  repente.    .s^S 

76.  O  god,  that  at  thy  disposicioun 
Ledest  the  fyn,  by  juste  pui-veyaunco, 
Of  every  wight,  my  lowe  confessioun 
Accepte  in  gree,   and    send    me    swich 

penaunce  5^9 

As  lyketli  thee,  but  from  desesperaunce, 
That  may  my  goost  departe  awey  fro  thee, 
Thou  be  my  sheld,  for  thy  benignitcc, 

77.  For  certes,  lord,  so  sore  hath  she  me 
wounded 

That  stod  in  blak,  with  loking  of  hir  yen. 
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That  to  myn  liertes  botnic  it  is  y-sounded, 
Thorugh  wliich  I  woot  that  I  mot  uedes 

dyen ;  536 

'Hiis  is  the  worste,  I  dar  me  not  bi-'wryen  ; 
And  wel  the  hotter  been  the  gledes  rede, 
That  men  hem  wryen  witli  asshen  pale 

and  dede." 

78.  With  that  he  smoot  his  heed  adoun 
a noon,  540 

And  gan  to  motre,  I  noot  what,  trewely. 
And  I  with  that  gan  stille  awey  to  goon, 
And  leet  ther-of  as  no-tliing  wist  hadde  I, 
And  come  aj'ein  anoon  and  stood  him  by. 
And  seyde,  "  a-wake,  ye  slepen  al  to 
longe ;  545 

It  semeth  nat  that  love  dooth  yow  longe, 

79.  That  slepen  so  that  no  man  maj'  yow 
wake. 

■Wljo  sey  ever  or  this  so  dul  a  man  ?  " 

"  Ye,  freend,"  quod  he,  "  do  ye  your  hedes 

ake 
For  love,  and  lat  me  liven  as  I  can."    550 
But  though  that  he  for  wo  was  pale  and 

wan, 
Yet  made  he  tho  as  fresh  a  contenaunce 
As  though  he  shulde  have  led  the  newe 

daunce, 

80.  This  passed  forth,  til  now,  this  other 

day. 
It  fel  that  I  com  roming  al  allone         555 
Into  his  chaumbre,  and  fond  how  that  he 

lay 
Up-on  his  bed  ;  but  man  so  sore  grone 
Ne  herde  I  never,  and  what  that  was  his 

mone, 
Ne  wiste  I  nought ;  for,  as  I  was  cominge, 
Al  sodeyuly  he  lefte  his  compleyninge.  560 

81.  Of  whirh  I  took  somwhat  suspecioun, 
And  neer  I  com,  and  fond  he  wepte  sore ; 
And  god  so  wis  be  my  savacioun, 

As  never  of  thing  hadde  I  no  routhe  more. 
For  neither  with  engjm,  ne  with  no  lore, 
Unethes    mighte    I   fro   the   deeth    him 
kepe ;  566 

That  yet  fele  I  myn  herte  for  him  wepe. 

82.  And  god  wot,  never,  sith  that  I  was 
lx)m. 

Was  I  so  bisy  no  man  for  to  preche. 


Ne  never  was  to  wight  so  depe  y-sworn. 
Or   he   me   tolde  who   mighte   been   his 
leche.  5-1 

But  now  to  j'ow  rehersen  al  his  speche, 
Or  alle  his  woful  wordes  for  to  sotine, 
Ne  bid  me  not,  but  ye  wol  see  me  swowne, 

83.  But  for  to  save   his   lyf,    and    elles 
nought,  575 

And   to   non   harm    of  yow,    thus  am  I 

driven  ; 
And   for  the  love  of  god  that   us  hath 

wrought, 
Swich  cherc  him  dooth,  that  he  and  I 

may  liven. 
Now  have    I    plat    to    yow   myn    herte 

schriven ;  579 

And  sin  ye  woot  that  myn  entente  is  clene, 
Talc  hede  ther-of,  for  I  non  y^-el  mens. 

84.  And  right  good  thrift,  I  pray  to  god, 
have  ye. 

That  lian  swich  oon  y-eaught  witli-outo 

net ; 
And  be  ye  wys,  as  ye  ben  fair  to  see, 
Wel  in  the  ring  than  is  the  ruby  set.  5S5 
Ther  were  never  two  so  wel  j"-mct, 
Wlian  ye  ben  his  al  hool,  as  he  is  yonrc  :   x 
Ther  mighty  god  yet  graunte  us  see  that    1 


houre  ! ' 


85.  '  Nay,  therof  spak  I  not,  a,  ha  ! '  quo 
she, 

'  As  helpe  me  god,  ye  shenden  every  deel  I ' 
'  O  mercy,  dere  nece,'  anoon  quod  he,  59  r 
'  What-so   I  spak,   I  mente  nought  but 

weel, 
By  Mars  the  god,  that  helmed  is  of  steel; 
Now  beth  nought  wrooth,  my  blood,  my 

nece  dere.' 
'Now  wel,'  quod  she,  '  foryeven  be  it  here ! ' 

86.  Witli  this  he  took  his  leve,  and  hoom 
he  wente ;  596 

And  lord,  how  he  was  glad  and  wel  bi- 

goon  ! 
Criseyde  aroos,  no  lenger  she  ne  stent  e. 
But  straught  in-to  hir  closet  wente  an o<jn, 
And  sette  here  doun  as  stille  as  any  stoon. 
And   every  word  gan   up   and   doun   to 

winde,  631 

That  he  hadde  seyd,   as  it  com   hir  to 

minde ; 
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87.  And    wex    somdel    astonied    in    liir 

thought, 
Right  for  the  newe  cas  ;  but  whan  that 

she 
Was  ful  avysed,  tho  fond  she  right  nought 
Of  peril,  why  she  ouglite  afered  be.       606 
For  man  may  love,  of  possibilitee, 
A  woniman  so,  his  herte  may  to-breste, 
And  she  nought  love  ayein,  but-if  liir  leste. 

8S.  But  as  she  sat  allone  and  tlioughte 
thus,  610 

Tli'ascry  aroos  at  skarmish  al  with-o\jte, 
And  men  cryde  in  the  strete,  '  see,  Troilus 
Hath  riglit  now  put  to  flight  the  Grekes 

route  ! ' 
With  that  gan  al  hir  meynee  for  to  shoute, 
'  A  !  go  we  see,  caste  up  the  latis  wyde  ; 
For  tliurgh  this  strete  he  moot  to  palays 
ryde  ;  616 

89.  For  other  wey  is  fro  the  yate  noon 
Of  Dardanus.  ther  open  is  the  chej-ne.' 
With  that  com  he  and  al  his  folk  anoon 

■^"•^M  An  esy  pas  rj'dinge,  in  routes  tweyne,  620 
"^  Right  as  his  happy  day  was,  sooth  to  seyne. 
For  which,   men   say,  may  noiight   dis- 
turbed be 
That  shal  bityden  of  necessitec. 

90.  This  Troilus  sat  on  his  baye  stede, 
Al  armed,  save  his  heed,  ful  richely,     625 
And  wounded  was  his  hors,  and  gan  to 

blede, 
On  whiche  he  rood  a  pas,  ful  softely ; 
Ihit  swich  a  knightly  sighte,  trewely, 
As  was  on  him,  was  nought,  with-outen 

faile,  629 

To  loko  on  Mars,  that  god  is  of  batayle. 

91.  So  lyk  a  man  of  armes  and  a  knight 
He  was  to  seen,  fulfild  of  heigh  prowesse; 
For  bothe  he  hadde  a  body  and  a  might 
To  doon  that  thing,  as  wel  as  Imrdinesse  ; 
And   eek  to  seen   him  in  his  gere  him 

dresse,  635 

So  fresh,  so  yong,  so  weldy  semed  he, 
It  was  an  heven  up-on  him  for  to  see. 

92.  His   helm  to-hewen    w«s    in    twenty 
places, 

That  by  a  tissew  heng,  his  buk  bihimle, 


His  sheld  to-dasshed  was  with  swerdes 
and  maces,  640 

In  which  men  mighte  many  an  arwe 
finde 

Tliat  thirled  hadde  horn  and  nerf  and 
rinde ; 

And  ay  the  peple  cryde,  '  here  com.eth  our 

And,  next  his  brother,  holdere  up  of 
Troye!' 

93.  For  which  he  wex  a  litel  reed  for 

shame,  645 

Whan  he   the   peple   up-on   him    herde 

cryen. 
That  to  biholde  it  was  a  noble  game, 
How  sobreliche  he  caste  doun  his  ySn. 
Cryseyda  gan  al  his  chere  aspyen. 
And  leet  so  softe  it  in  hir  herte  sinke,  650 
That  to  hir-self  she  seyde,  '  who  yaf  me 
drinke  ? ' 

'  94.  For  of  hir  owene  thought  she  wex  al 

reed, 
Remembringe  hir  right  thus,  '  lo,  this  is 

he 
Which  that  myn  uncle  swereth  he  moot 

be  deed. 
But  I  on  him  have  mercy  and  pitee  ;'  655 
And  with  that  thought,  for  pure  a-shamed, 

she 
Gan  in  hir  heed  to  pulle,  and  that  as 

faste, 
Whyl  he  and  al  the  peple  for-by  paste, 

95.  And  gan  to  caste  and  roUen  \\p  and 

doiin 
With-inne    hir    tlioiight     his     excellent 

prowesse,  660 

And  his  estat,  and  also  his  renoun. 
His  wit,  his  shap,  and  eek  his  gentilesse  ; 
But  most  hir  favour  was,  for  his  distresso 
Was  al  for  hir,  and  thoughte  it  was  a 

rout he 
To  sleen  swich   oon,   if  that   he  mente 

trout  he.  665 

96.  Now  mightp  som  envyons  jangle  thus, 
'  This  was  a  sodej-n  love,  how  mighte  it  be 
That  slie  so  lightly  lovede  Troilus 
Right  for  the  firste  sighte;  ye,  pardee?' 
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Now  who-so  seyth    so,   inote    lie    never 
thee !  670 

For  every  thing,  a  giuninp;  hath  it  nedo 
Er  al  be  wrought,  with-outen  any  drede. 

97.  For  I  sey  noiight  that  she  so  sodeynly 
Yaf  him  liir  love, hut  tliat  she  gan  enclyne 
To  Ij-ko  him  first,  and  I  have  told  yow 

■why ;  675 

And  after  that,  his  manhod  and  his  pyne 
Made  love  with-inne  hir  for  to  myne, 
For  which,  by  proces  and  by  good  servj'se, 
He  gat  hir  love,  and  in  no  sodeyn  wyse. 

98.  And  also  blisful  Venus,  welarayed,  680 
.S<it  in  hir  seventhe  hous  of  hevene  tho. 
Disposed  wel,  and  with  aspeetes  payed, 
To  helpen  sely  Troilus  of  his  wo. 

And,  sooth  to  sej-n,  she  nas  nat  al  a  fo 
To  Troilus  in  his  nativitee  ;  685 

t>od  woot  that  wel  the  soner  spedde  he. 

99.  Now  lat  us  stinte  of  Troilns  a  throwe, 
That  rydeth  forth,  and  lat  ns  toume  faste 
Un-to  Criseyde,  that  heng  hir  heed  ful 

lowe, 
Ther-as  she  sat  aUone,  and  gan  to  caste  690 
'V\lier-on  she  wolde  apoynte  hir  at  the 

laste, 
If  it  so  were  hir  eem  ne  wolde  cesse, 
For  Troihis,  up-on  hir  for  to  prcsse. 

10C>.  And,  lord  !  so  she  gan  in  hir  thought 

argue 
In  this  matere   of  which    I    have  yow 

told,  695 

And  what  to  doon  best  were,  and  what 

eschue, 
That  plyted  she  fol  ofte  in  many  fold. 
Now  was  hir  herte  warm,  now  was  it  coUl, 
And  what  she  thoughte  somwhat  shal  I 

wrj-te, 
As  to  mj-n  auctor  listeth  for  to  endyte.  700 

101.  She  thoughte  wel,  that  Troilus  per- 

sone 
She  knew  by  sighte  and  eek  his  gentil- 

lesse, 
And  thus  she  seyde,  '  al  were  it  nought  to 

done, 
To  graunte  him  love,  yet,  for  his  worthi- 

nesse, 


It  were  liononr,  with  pley  and  with  glad- 
nesse,  705 

In  honestee,  with  swich  a  lord  to  dele, 
For  niyn  estat,  and  also  for  his  hele. 

102.  Eek,  wel  wot  I  my  kinges  sone  is  he; 
And  sith  he  hath  to  see  mo  swicli  delyt. 
If  I  wolde  utterly  his  sighte  flee,  710 
Paraunter  he  mighte  have  me  in  dispyt, 
Thurgh  which  I  mighte  stonde  in  worse 

plyt ; 
Now  were  I  wys,  me  hate  to  purchace, 
With-outen  nede,  ther  I  may  stonde  in 

grace  ? 

103.  In  every  thing,   I   woot,    ther   lyth 
mesure.  715 

For  though  a  man  forbede  dronkenesse, 
He  nought  for-bet  that  every  creature 
Be  drinkelees  for  alwey,  as  I  gesse  ; 
Eek  sith  I  woot  for  me  is  his  distresse, 
I  ne  oughte  not  for  that  thing  him  des- 
pyse,  7Jy 

Sith  it  is  so,  he  niencth  in  gCKxl  w5-sf. 

104.  And  eek    I    knowe,   of  longe    tyme 
agoon, 

His  thewes  goode,  and  that  he  is  not  nyce. 
Ne  avauntour,  sej-th  men,  certein,  is  he 

noon; 
To  -w-j'S  is  he  to  do  so  gret  a  vyce  ;  7:15 

Ne  als  I  nel  him  never  so  cherj-ce, 
That  he  may  make  avaunt,  by  juste  cause: 
He  shal  me  never  binde  in  swiche  a  clause. 

10.5.  Now  set  a  cas,  the  hardest  is,  y-wis, 
Men  mighten  deme  that  he  loveth  me :  730 
What  dishonour  were  it  un-to  me,  this  ? 
May  I  him  lette  of  that  ?  why  nay,  pardee  ! 
I  knowe  also,  and  alday  here  and  see. 
Men  loven  wommen  al  this  toun  aboute  ; 
Be  they  the  wers  ?  why,  nay,  with-outen 
doute.  735 

106.  I  thenk  eek  how  he  able  is  for  to 

have 
Of  al  this  noble  toun  the  thriftieste, 
To  been  his  love,  so  she  hir  honour  save ; 
For  out  and  out  he  is  the  worthieste,    730 
Save  only  Ector,  which  that  is  the  beste 
And  yet  his  lyf  al  lyth  now  in  my  cure, 
But  swich  is  love,  and  eek  myn  aventure. 
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107.  Ne  me  to  lore,  a  •wonder  is  it  nought ; 
For  vrel  wot  I  mj--self,  so  god  me  spedo, 
Al  woldelthatnoon  wist6  of  this  thought, 
I  am  oon  the  fayreste,  out  of  drede,  746 
And  goodlieste,  who-so  taketh  hede ; 
And  so  men  seyn  in  al  the  toun  of  Troye. 
"NVliat  wonder  is  it  tlxough  he  of  me  have 

joye? 

108.  I  am  niyn  oweue  woman,  wel  at  ese, 
I  thanke  it  god,  as  after  niyn  estat ;  751 
Eight  yong,  and  stonde  untej-d  in  histy 

lese, 
\Vith-o\iten  jalousye  or  swich  dehat ; 
Slial  noon  housbonde  seyn  to  me  "chek- 

mat!" 
For  either  they  ben  ful  of  jalousye,     .  755 
Or  maisterful,  or  loven  novelrye. 

109.  What  shal  I  doon?  to  what  fyn  live 
I  thus  ? 

Shal  I  nat  loven,  in  cas  if  that  me  leste? 
Wliat,  par  dieu.v  !  I  am  nought  religitnis ! 
Ar^v   And  though  that  I   myn  herte  sette  at 

reste  760 

Upon  this  knight,  that  is  the  worthieste, 
And  kepe  alwey   myn   honour   and   my 

name. 
By  alle  right,  it  may  do  me  no  shame.' 

110.  But  right  as  whan  the  sonne  shyneth 
brighte. 

In  March,  that  chaungeth  ofte  tyme  his 

face,  765 

And  that  a  cloud  is  put   with  wind  to 

flighte 
Which  over-sprat  the  sonne  as  for  a  space,   ! 
A  cloudy  thought  gan  thorugh  hir  soule 

pace, 
That  over-spradde  hir  hrighte  thoughtes 

alle. 
So  that  for  fere  almost  she  gan  to  falle.  770 

111.  Tliat  thought  was   this,    'alias!  sin 
I  am  free, 

Sholdc  I  now  love,  and  putto  in  jupartye 
■   My  sikernessc,  and  thrallen  libertee? 
Alias!  how  dorste  I  thenken  that  folye? 
May  I  nought  wel  in  other  folk  aspye     775 
Hir  dredful  joye,  hir  constreynt,  and  hir 

peyne  ? 
Ther  loveth  noon,  that  she  nath  why  to 

pleyne. 


112.  For  love  is  yet  the  moste  stormy  lyf, 
Right  of  him-self,  that  ever  was  bigonne  ; 
For  ever  som  mistrust,  or  nyce  strj'f,  780 
Ther  is  in  love,  som   cloud  is  over  the 

Sonne : 
Ther-to  we  wrecched  wommen  no-thing 

conne. 
Whan  us  is  wo,  but  wepe  and  sitte  and 

thinke; 
Our  wreche   is  this,   oiir   owene    wo   to 

drinke. 

113.  Also  these  wikked   tonges  been  so 
prest  785 

To  speke  ns  harm,  eek  men  be  so  untrewe. 
That,  right  anoon  as  cessed  is  hir  lest. 
So  cesseth  love,  and  forth  to  love  a  nowe : 
Biit  harm  y-doon,  is  doon,  who-so  it  rewe. 
For  though  these  men  for  love  hem  first 
to-rende,  790 

Ful  sharp  biginning  breketh  ofte  at  ende. 

1 14.  How  ofte  tjone  hath  it  y-knowen  be, 
The  treson,  that  to  womman  hath  be  do? 
To  what  i'yn  is  swich  love,  I  can  nat  see, 
Or  wher  bicomth  it,  whan  it  is  ago ;      795 
Ther  is  no  wight  that  woot,  I  trowe  so, 
Wher  it  bycomth;    lo,    no  wight  on   it 

spometh  ; 
That  erst  was  uo-thing,  in-to  nottght  it 
torneth. 

115.  How  bisy,  if  I  love,  eek  moste  I  be 
To  plesen  hem  that  jangle  of  love,  and 

demen,  800 

And  coye  hem,  that  they  sey  non  harm  of 

me? 
For  though  ther  be  no  cause,  yet  hem 

semen 
Al  be  for  harm  that  folk  hir  freendes 

qucmcn  ; 
And  who  maystoppen  eveiy  wikked  ton  go, 
Or  soun   of  belles  whyl    that    they    be 

ronge?'  805 

116.  And  after  that,  hir  thought  bigan  to 
clerc. 

And    seyde,    'he    which    that    no-thing 

under-taketh, 
No-thing  ne  acheveth,  be  him  looth  or 

dere.' 
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And  •with   an   other  thonght   hir  herte 

quaketh  ; 
Than    slepetli    hope,    and    after    dreed 

awaketh ;  810 

Now  hoot,  now  cold  ;  but  thus,  bi-twixen 

tweye. 
She  rist  hir  np,  and  went  hir  for  to  pleye. 

117.  Adoun  the  stej're   anoon-right    tlio 
she  wente 

In-to  the  gardin,  witli  hir  neces  three, 
And  up  and   doun   ther   made   many  a 
wente,  815 

Flexippe,  she,  Tharbe,  and  Antigone, 
To  pleyen,  that  it  joye  was  to  see; 
And  othere  of  liir  wommon,  a  gret  route, 
Hir  fulwede  in  the  gardin  al  aboute. 

118.  Tliis  yerd  was  large,  and  rayled  alle 
the  aleyes,  820 

A.nd    shadwed  wel   with    blosniy  bowes 

grene. 
And  benched  newe,  and  sonded  alle  the 

weyes. 
In  which  she  walketh  ai-m   in   arm  bi- 

twene; 
Til  at  the  laste  Antigone  the  shene 
Gan  on  a  Trojan  song  to  singe  clere,     825 
That  it  an  heven  was  hir  voys  to  here. — 

119.  She  seyde,  'O  love,  to  whom  I  have 
and  shal 

Ben  hivmble  subgit,  trewe  in  myn  entente. 
As  I  best  can,  to  yow,  lord,  j-eve  ich  al 
For  ever-more,  myn  hertes  lust  to  rente.  830 
For  never  yet  thy  grace  no  wight  sente 
So  blisful  cause  as  me,  my  lyf  to  lede 
In  alle  joye  and  seurtee,  out  of  drede. 

120.  Ye,  blisfal  god,  han  me  so  wel  beset 
In  love,  y-wis,  that  al  that  bereth  lyf  835 
Imaginen  ne  cowde  how  to  ben  bet ; 
For,  lord,  witli-outen  jalousye  or  stryf, 

I  love  oon  which  that  is  most  ententyf 
To  serven  wel,  unwery  or  unfeyned, 
That  ever  was,  and  leest  with  harm  dis- 
treyned.  840 

121.  As  he  that  isthewelleof  worthinesse. 
Of  trouthe  ground,  mirour  of  goodlUieed, 
Of  wit  Appollo,  stoon  of  sikernesse, 

Of  vertu  rote,  of  lust  findere  and  heed. 


Thnrgh  whicliisnlle  sorwefromedeed,  845 
Y-wis,  I  love  him  best,  so  doth  he  me  ; 
Now  good  thrift  have  he,  wher-so  that  he 
be! 

122.  Whom  sholde  I  thanke  but  j^ow,  god 
of  love. 

Of  al  this  blisse,  in   which   to   bathe   I 

ginne  ? 
And  thanked  be  ye,  lord,  for  that  Hove  !  850 
This  is  the  righte  Ij-f  that  I  am  inne. 
To  flemen  alle  manere  ^-yce  and  sinne  : 
This  doth  me  so  to  vertu  for  to  entende, 
That  day  by  day  I  in  my  wil  amende. 

123.  And  who-so  seyth  that  for  to  love  is 
yyee,  855 

Or  thraldom,  though  he  fele  in  it  dis- 

tresse. 
He  outher  is  euvyous,  or  right  nyce. 
Or  is  ivnmighty,  for  his  shrewednesse. 
To  loven ;  for  swich  maner  folk,  I  gesse, 
Defamen  love,  as  no-thing  of  himknowe; 
They  speken,  but  they  bente  never  his 

bowe.  86i 

124.  What  is  the  Sonne  wers,  of  kinde 
righte. 

Though  that  a  man,   for  feblesse  of  his 

yen, 
^lay  nought    endure    on    it    to   see  for 

brighte? 
Or  love  the  wers,  though  wrecches  on  it 


cryen: 
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No  wele  is  worth,   that    may   no   sorwe 

dry  en. 
And  for-thy,  who  that  hath  an  heed  ot 

verre, 
Fro  cast  of  stones  war  him  in  the  werre  ! 

125.  But  I  with  al  myn  herte  and  al  my 
might,  869 

As  I  have  seyd,  wol  love,  un-to  my  laste, 
My  dere  heiie,  and  al  myn  owene  knight, 
In  which  myn  herte  growen  is  so  faste, 
And  his  in  me,  that  it  shal  ever  laste, 
Al  dredde  I  first  to  love  him  to  biginne, 
Now  woot  I  wel,  ther  is  no  peril  inne.'    875 

126,  And  of  hir  song  right  with  that  word 
she  stente. 

And  therwith-al,  'now,  nece,'  quod  Cri- 
seyde, 
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'Who  made  this  song  with  so  good  en- 
tente?' 
Antigone  answerdc  anoon,  and  seyde, 
'  Ma  dame,  y-wis,  the  goodlieste  mayde  880 
Of  greet  estat  in  al  the  toun  of  Troye ; 
And  let  hir  Ij-f  in  most  honour  and  joye.' 

'         127.   'Forsothe,  so  it  semeth  by  hir  song,' 
Quod  tho  Crisej-de,  and  gan  ther-with  to 

syke, 
And  seyde,   'lord,  is  there  swich  blisse 

among  ■»  885 

These  lovers,  as  they  conne  faire  endyte?  ' 
'Ye,  -wis,'  quod  fresh  Antigone  the  whyte, 
'  For  alle  the  folk  that  han  or  been  on  lyve 
Xe  conne  wel  the  blisse  of  love  discryve. 

12^.  But  vrene  ye  that  every  wrocche 
woot  890 

The  pai-fit  blisse  of  love?  why,  nay,  y-wis; 

They  wenen  al  be  love,  if  oon  be  hoot ; 

Do  wey,  do  wey,  they  woot  no-thing  of 
this! 

Men  mosten  axe  at  seyntes  if  it  is 

Aught  fair  in  hevene;  why?  for  they 
conne  telle ;  895 

And  axen  fendes,  is  it  foul  in  helle.' 

129.  Criseyde  un-to  that  purpos  nought 

answerde, 
But   sej'de,    'y-wis,   it    wol    be    night   as 

faste.' 
But  every  word   which  that  she  of  hir 

herde, 
She  gan  to  prenten  in  hir  herte  faste ;  900 
And  ay  gan  love  hir  lasse  for  to  agaste 
Than  it  dide  erst,  and  sinken  in  hir  herte, 
That  she  wex  somwhat  able  to  converte. 

A«*.C  130.  The  dayes  honour,  and  the  hevenesyC, 

(_The  nightes  fo,  al  this  clepe  I  the  sonne,  905 

Gan  westren  faste,  and  dounward  for  to 

wrye. 
As  he  that  hadde  his  dayes  cours  y-ronne ; 
And  whyte   thinges  wexen   dimme  and 

donne 
For  lak  of  light,  and  sterres  for  to  appere, 
That  she  and  al  liir  folk  in  wente  y-fere. 

1.31 .  So  whan  it  lyked  hir  to  goon  to  reste. 

And    voyded    weren    they    that   voj'den 

oughte,  ,  912 


She  seyde,  that  to  slepe  wel  hir  leste. 
Hir  wommen  sone  til  hir  bed  hir  broughte. 
Whanal  was  bust,  than  lay  she  stille,  and 
thoughte  915 

Of  al  this  thing  the  manere  and  the  wj-se. 
Beherce  it  nedeth  nought,  foryebenwj-se. 

132.  A  nightingale,  ttpon  a  cedre  grone, 
Under  the  chambrc-wal  ther  as  she  lay, 
Ful  loude  sang  ayein  the  mone  shene,  920 
Paraunter,  in  his ^riddes  wjse,  a  lay 

Of  love,  that  made  hir  herte  fresh  and  gay. 
That  herkned she  solonge  in  good  entente, 
Til  at  the  laste  the  dede  sleep  hir  hente. 

133.  And,  as  she  sleep,  anoon-right  tho 
hir  mette,  9^5 

How  that  an  egle,  fethered  whyt  as  boon, 
Under  hir  brest  his  longe  clawes  sette, 
And  out  hir  herte  he   rente,  and  that 

a-noon. 
And  dide  his  herte  in-to  hir  brest  to  goon, 
Of  which  she  nought  agroos  ne  no-thing 

smerte,  030 

And  forth  he  fleigh,  with  herte  left  for 

herte. 

134.  Now  lat  hir  slepe,  and  we  our  tales 
holde 

Of  Troilus,  that  is  to  paleys  riden, 
Fro  the  scarmtich,  of  the  whiche  I  tolde. 
And  in  his  chambre  sit,  and  hath  abiden 
Til  two  or  three  of  h  is  messages  yeden  936 
For  Pandarus,  and  soughten  him  ful  faste, 
Til  they  him  founde,  and  broughte  him  at 
the  laste. 

185.  This  Pandarus  com  leping  in  at  ones 

And  seide  thus,  'who  hath  ben  wel  y-bete 

To-day  with   swerdes,   and   with  slinge- 

I  stones,  94' 

;  But  Troilus,  that  hath  caught  him   an 

hete?' 
And  gan  to  jape,  and  seyde,  '  lord,  so  j'e 

swete ! 
Bat  rys,  and  lat  us  soupe  and  go  to  reste;' 
And  he  answerde  him,  '  do  we  as  thee 

leste.'  9-i5 

136.  With  al  the  haste  goodly  that  they 

mighte. 
They  spedde  hem  fro  the   souper  un-to 

bedde ; 
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And  every  wight  oiit    at  the   (lore  liim 

dighte, 
And  wher  him   list    np<">n    his    wey   he 

spedde  ; 
But    Troilus,    that    thoughte    his    herte 

bledde  950 

For  wo,  tU  that  he  lierde  som  tydinge, 
He  seyde,   '  freend,   shal  I  now  wepe  or 

singe  ?  ' 

137.  Quod  Pandarug.  ■  ly  stille,  and  lat  me 
slepe, 

And  don  thyn  hood,  thy  nedes  spedde  be ; 
And  chese,  if  thou  wolt  singe  or  daunce  or 

lepe ;  955 

At  shorte  wordes,  tliov.-  shalt  trowe  me.-^ 
Sire,  my  nece  wol  do  wel  by  thee, 
And  love  thee  best,  by  god  and  by  mj- 

trouthe, 
But  lak  of  pursuit  make  it  in  thy  slouthe. 

138.  For  thus  ferforth  I  hav.e  thy  work 
bigonne,  960 

Fro  day  to  day,  til  this  day,  by  the  morwe, 
Hir  love  of  freendship   have   I   to  thee 

wonne, 
And  also  hath  she  leyd  hir  feyth  to  borwe. 
Algate  a  foot  is  hameled  of  thy  sorwe.' 
"WHiat  sholde  I  lenger  sermon  of  it  holde  ? 
As  j'e  han  herd  bifore,  al  he  him  tolde.  966 

139.  But  right   as  floiires,  thorugh    the 
colde  of  night 

Y-closed,  stoupen  on  hir  stalkes  lowe, 
Eedressen  hem  a-yein  the  sonne  bright. 
And  spreden  on  hir  kinde  cours  by  rowe  ; 
Right  so  gan  tho  his  eyen  up  to  throwe  971 
This  Troilus,  and  seyde,  '  O  Venus  dere, 
Thy  might,  thy  grace,  y-heried  be  it  here  ! ' 

140.  And  to  Pandare  he  held  up  bothe  his 
hondes,  I 

And  seyde, 'lord,  al  thyn  be  that  I  have;  975 
For  I  am  hool,  al  brosten  been  my  bondes ; 
A  thousand  Troians  who  so  that  me  yave, 
Eche  after  other,  god  so  wis  me  save, 
Ne  mighte  me  so  gladen  ;  lo,  myii  herte. 
It  spredeth  so  for  joye,  it  wol  to-sterte !   980 

141.  But  lord,  how  shal  I  doon,  how  shal 
I  liven  ? 

Whan  shal  I  next  my  dere  herte  see  ? 


How  shal  tliis  longe  tymc  a-wey  be  driven, 
Til  that  tliou  be  ayein  at  liir  fro  me  ? 
Tho\i  maj-st  answere,  "a-byd,  a-byd,"  but 
he  98s 

Thathangeth  by  thenekke,  sooth  to  seyne, 
In  grete  disese  abydeth  for  the  peyne.' 

142.  '  Al  esily,  now,  for  the  love  of  Marte,' 
Quod   Pandarus,   '  for  every  thing  hath 

tyme ;  989 

So  longe  abyd  til  that  the  night  departe ; 
For  al  so  siker  as  thow  lyst  here  by  me, 
i  And  god  tofora,  I  wol  be  there  at  prjine, 
And  for  thy  werk  soniwhat  as  I  shal  seye, 
Or  on  soni  other  wight  this  charge  leyo. 

143.  For  pardee,   god   wot,  I  have   ever 

yit  995 

Ben  redy  thee  to  serve,  and  to  this  night 
Have  I  nought  fayned,  but  emforth  my 

wit 
Don  al  thy  lust,  and  shal  with   al   my 

might. 
Do  now  as  I  shal  sej-e,  and  fare  a-riglit ; 
And  if  thou  nilt,  wyte  althy-self  thy  care. 
On  me  is  nought  along  thyn  y^-el  fare.  looi 

144.  I  woot wel  thatthow wyser  art  than  I 
A  thousand  fold,  but  if  I  were  as  thou, 
God  helpe  me  so,  as  I  wolde  outrely. 
Eight  of  myn   owene  hond,    wryte  hir 

right  now  •  1005 

A  lettre,  in  which  I  wolde  hir  tellen  how 
I  ferde  amis,  and  hir  beseche  of  routhe  ; 
Xow  help  tliy-self,  and  leve  it   not  for 

sl'juthe. 

145.  And  I  my-self  shal  ther-with  to  hir 
goon  ; 

And  whan  thou  wost  that  I  am  with  hir 
there,  loio 

Worth  thoii  up-on  a  courser  right  anoon, 
Ye,  hardily,  right  in  thy  bcste  gore. 
And  ryd  forth  by  the  place,  as  nought  ne 

were. 
And  thou  shalt  finde  us,  if  I  may,  sittinge 
At  som  windowe,  in-to  the  strete  lokinge. 

146.  An<r  if  thee  list,  than  maystow  us 
.saluwe,  1016 

And  up-on  me  make  thy  contenaunce  ; 
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But.  by  tliy  lyf,  be  war  ami  faste  eschiiwe 
To  tarien  ought,  god  shildc  us  fro  mis- 

chaunce ! 
Eyd  forth  thy  wey,  and  hold  thy  govern- 

aunce ;  '020 

And  we  shal  speke  of  thee  som-what,  I 

trowe, 
Whan  thou  art  goon,  to  do  thj-ne  eres 

glowe  ! 

147.  Touching  thy  lettre,   thou  art  wys 
y-nough,  1023 

I  woot  thow  uilt  it  digneliche  endj'te  ; 
As  make  it  with  thise  argumentes  tough  ; 
Ne  scrivenish  or  craftily  thou  it  wryte ; 
Beblotte  it  with  thy  teres  eek  a  lyte  ; 
And  if  thou  wryte  a  goodly  word  al  softe. 
Though  it  be  good,  reherce  it  not  to  ofte. 

148.  For  though  the  beste  harpoiir  upon 
lyve  1030 

Wolde  on  the  beste  souned  joly  harpe 
That  ever  was,  with  alle  his  fingres  fyvo, 
Touche  ay  o  streng,  or  ay  o  werbul  harpe, 
Were  his  nayles  poynted  never  so  sharpe. 
It  shulde  maken  every  wight  to  dulle,  1035 
To  h  ere  his  glee,  and  of  his  strokes  fulle. 

149.  Xe  jompre  eek  no  discordaunt  thing 
y-fere. 

As  thus,  to  usen  termes  of  phisyk  ; 
In  loves  termes,  hold  of  thy  matere 
The   forme   alwey,    and    do    that    it    be 
lyk ;  1040 

For  if  a  peyntour  wolde  peynte  a  pj-k 
With  asses  feet,  and  liede  it  as  an  ape, 
It  cordeth  nought ;  so  nere  it  but  a  jape.' 

150.  This  counseyl  lyked  wel  to  Troilus ; 
But,  as  a  dreedful  lover,  he  seyde  this  : — 
'Alias,  my  dere  brother  Pandarus,        1046 
I  am  ashamed  for  to  wryte,  y-wis. 

Lest  of  myn  innocence  I  seyde  a-mis. 
Or  that  she  nolde  it  for  despyt  recey\-e; 
Tlianne  were  I  deed,  ther  mighte  it  no- 
thing weyve.'  1050 

151.  To  that  Pandare  answerde,  '  if  thee 
lest. 

Do  that  I  aeye,  and  lat  me  therwith  goon  ; 
For  bj'  that  lord  that  formed  est  and  west, 
I  hope  of  it  to  bringe  anawere  anoou 


Eight  of  hir  houd,  and  if  that  thou  nilt 
noon,  1055 

Lat  be  ;  and  sory  mote  he  been  his  Ij^e, 
Ayeins    thy  lust    that    helpeth    thee   to 
thryve.' 

152.  Quod  Troilus, '  Depardieux,  I  assente ; 
Sin  that  thee  list,  I  will  aryse  and  wryte ; 
And   blisful  god    preye   ich,   with    good 

entente,  1060 

Tlie  vyage,  and  the  lettre  I  shal  endyte. 
So  spede  it ;  and  thoit,  Minerva,  the  wRjiie, 
Yif  thou  me  wit  my  lettre  to  devyse  :' 
And  sette  him  doun,  and  wroot  right  in 

this  wyse. — 


153.  First  he   gan   hir  his    righte  lady 
calle,  1065 

His  hertes  lyf,  his  lust,  his  sorwes  leche. 
His  blisse,   and  eek  this  othere  termes 

alle. 
That  in  swich  cas  these  loveres  alle  seche  ; 
And  in  ful  humble  wyse,  as  in  his  speche. 
He  gan  him  recomaunde  un-to  hir  grace ; 
To  telle  al  how,  it  axeth  muchel  space.  1071 

154.  And   after  this,   ful    lowly    he    hir 
prajde 

To  be  nought  wrooth,  though  he,  of  his 

folye, 
So  hardy  was  to  hir  to  wryte,  and  seyde, 
That  love  it  made,  or  elles  moste  he  dye. 
And  pitously  gan  mercy  for  to  crye  ;  107(1 
And  after  that  he  seyde,  and  ley  ful  loude, 
Him-splf  was  litel   worth,   and  lesse  he 

coude ; 

155.  And  that  she  sholde  hau  his  conning 
excused, 

That  litel  was,  and  eek  he  dredde  hir  so. 
And  his  unworthinesse  he  ay  acused  ;  io8i 
And  after  that,  than  gan  he  telle  his  wo; 
But  that  was  endeles,  with-outen  ho 
And  seyde,  he  wolde  in  trouthe  alwey  him 

holde  ; — 
And  radde  it  over,  and  gau  the  lettre 

folde.  1085 

156.  And  withhissalte  teres  gan  he  bathe 
The  ruby  in  his  signet,  an<l  it  sette 
Upon  the  wcx  deliverliche  and  rathe ; 
Ther-with  a  thousand  tymes,  cr  he  lette, 
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He  kiste  tho  the  lettre  that  he  shette,  1090 
And  seyde,  '  Icttre,  a  l>lisfiil  destenee 
Thee  shapen  is,  my  lady  shal  thee  see. ' 

157.  This  Pandare  took   the  lettre,   and 
that  by  tyme 

A-morwe,  and  to  his  neces  paleys  sterte, 
And  fastc  ho  swoor,  that  it  was  passed 

pryme,  1095 

And  gan  to  jape,  and  seyde,  '  y-wis,  niyn 

herte, 
So  fresh  it  is,  al-tho«gh  it  sore  smerte, 
I  may  not  slepe  never  a  Mayes  morwe  ; 
I  have  a  joly  wo,  a  lusty  sorwe.' 

158.  Criseyde,  whan  that  she  hir  uncle 
herde,  1100 

With  dreedful  herte,  and  desirous  to  here 
The  cause  of  hia  cominge,  thus  answerde, 
'Now  by  your  feyth,  myn  uncle,'  quod 

she,  'dere. 
What  maner  windes   gydeth  j-ow   now 

here?  1104 

Tel  us  your  joly  wo  and  j-our  penaunce. 
How  ferforth  be  ye  put  in  loves  dannce.' 

159.  '  By  god,'  qiTod  he,  '  I  hoppe  alwey 
bihinde  ! ' 

And  she  to-laugh,  it  thoughte  hir  herte 

breste. 
Quod  Pandanas,  '  loke  alwey  that  j-e  finde 
Game  in  myn  hood,  but  herkneth,  if  yow 

leste  ;  11 10 

Ther  is  right  now  come  in-to  tounea  geste, 
A  Greek  espye,  and  telleth  newe  thinges, 
For  which  come  I  to  telle  yow  tydinges. 

160.  Into  the  gardin  go  we,  and  we  shal 
here, 

Al  prevely,  of  this  a  long  sermoun. '  1 1 15 
With  that  they  wenten  arm  in  arm  y-fere 
In-to  the  gardin  fi'om  the  chaumbrc  doun. 
And  whan  that  he  so  fer  was  that  the 

soun 
Of  that  he  speke,  no  man  here  mighte, 
He  seyde  hir  thiis,   and   out   the  lettre 

plighte,  •  U20 

161.  '  Lo,  he  that  is  al  hooUy  youres  free 
Him  recomaundeth  lowly  to  your  grace, 
And  sent  to  you  this  lettre  here  by  me  ; 
Avyseth  you  on  it,  whan  ye  han  space, 


And  of  som  goodly  answere  yow  purchace ; 
Or,  helpe  me  god,  so  pleynly  for  to  seyne, 
He  may  not  longe  liven  for  his  peyne.' 

162.  Ful   dredfully   tho  gan   she   stonde 
stillc. 

And  took  it  nought,  but  al  hir  humble 

chere 
Gan  for  to  chaunge,  and  seyde,  '  scrit  ne 

bille,  1 130 

For   love    of  god,  that  toncheth    swich 

matere, 
Xe    bring    me    noon;    and    also,   uncle 

dere. 
To  myn  estat  have  more  reward,  I  preye, 
Than  to  his  lust ;   what  sholde  I  more 

seye? 

163.  And  loketh  now   if  this   be  reson- 
able,  1135 

And  letteth   nought,   for  favour   ne  for 

.  slouthe. 
To  seyn  a  sooth  ;  now  were  it  covenable 
To  myn  estat,  by  god,  and  byyour  trouthe, 
To  taken  it,  or  to  han  of  him  routhe, 
In  harming  of  my-self  or  in  repreve  ?    1 1 40 
Ber  it  a-j'ein,  for  him  that  j-e  on  leve  ! ' 

164.  This   Pandarus  gan  on   hir    for  to 
stare, 

And  seyde,    '  now    is   this    the    grettest 

wonder 
That  ever  I  sey  !.  lat  be  this  nyce  fare  ! 
To  deethe  mote  I  smiten  be  with  thonder, 
If,   for  the  citee  which    that    stoudeth 

yonder,  1146 

Wolde  I  a  lettre  un-to  yow  briuge  or  take 
To  harm  of  yow ;  what  list  yow  thus  it 

make  ? 

165.  But  thus  ye  faren,  wel  neigh  alle  and 
some,  I  lAo 

That  he  that  most  desireth  yow  to  servt, 
Of  him  ye  recche  leest  wher  he  bicome. 
And  whether  that  he  live  or  elles  sterve. 
But  for  al  that  that  ever  I  may  deserve, 
Eefuse  it  nought,'  quod  he,  and  hente  hir 

faste. 
And  in  hir  bosom  the  lettre  doun  he 

thraste,  i  ^55 
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166.  And  seyde  hir,   'now  cast  it  away 
anoon, 

That  folk  may  seen  and  gauren  on  us 

tweye. ' 
Quod  she,  '  I  can  ahydo  til  they  be  goon,' 
And  gan  to  smyle,  and  seyde  him,  '  eem, 

I  preye, 
Swich  answere  as  yow  list  your-self  pur- 

veye,  "^ 

For  trewely  I  nil  no  lettre  wryte.' 
'  No  ?  than  wol  I,'  quod  he, '  so  ye  endyte.' 

167.  Therwith  she  lough,  and  seyde,  '  go 
we  djTie.' 

And  ho  gan  at  him-self  to  jape  faste,  1164 
And  seyde,  '  nece,  I  have  so  greet  a  pyne 
For  love,  that  every  other  day  I  faste' — 
And  gan  his  beste  japes  forth  to  caste  ; 
And  made  hir  so  to  laughe  at  his  folye. 
That  she  for  laughter  wende  for  to  dye. 

168.  And  -whan  that  she  was  comen  in-to 
halle,  "70 

'  Now,  eem,'  quod  she,  '  we  wol  go  dyne 

anoon ; ' 
And  gan  some  of  hir  women  to  hir  calle, 
And  streyght  in-to  hir  chaumbre  gan  she 

goon; 
But  of  hir  besinesses,  this  was  oon 
A-monges  othere  thinges,  out  of  di-ede, 
Ful  prively  this  lettre  for  to  rede  ;       1 176 

169.  Avysed  word  by  word  in  every  lyue. 
And  fond  no  lak,  she  th«nighte  he  coude 

good; 
And  up  it  putte,  and  went  hir  in  to  dyne. 
And  Pandaras,  that  in  a  study  stood,  1180 
Er   he   was   war,   she   took   him   by  the 

hood, 
And  seyde,  'ye  were  caught  er  that  ye 

wiste  ; ' 
'I  vouche  sauf,'quod  he,  'do  what  yow 

liste.' 

170.  Tho  wesshen  they,   and   sette   hem 
doun  and  ete  ; 

And  after  noon  ful  sleyly  Pandarus     1185 
Gan  drawe  him  to  the  window  next  the 

strete, 
And  seyde,  '  nece,  who  hath  arayed  thus 
The  yonder  hous,  that  stunt  afor-yeyn  usV ' 


'  AVluch  hons?  '  quod  she,  and  gan  for  to 

biholde. 
And  knew  it  wel,  and  whos  it  was  him 

tolde,  "90 

171.  And  fillen  forth  in  speche  of  thinges 
smale, 

And  seten  in  the  window  bothe  tweye. 
^Vhan  Pandarus  saw  tyme  un-to  his  tale, 
And  saw   wel   that  .hir  folk  were    alle 

aweye, 
'Now,  nece  myn,    tel  on,'   qiiod  he,  'I 

seye,  "95 

How  lyketh  yow  the  lettre  that  ye  woot? 
Can  he  ther-on  ?    for,  liy  my  trouthe,   I 

noot.' 

172.  Therwith  al  rosy  hewed  tho  wex  she. 

And  gan  to  humme,   and   seyde,   '  so  I 

trowe.' 
'  Aquyte  him  wel,  for  goddes  love,'  quod 

he ;  >«)» 

'  My-self  to  medes  wol  the  le^ire  sowe,' 
And   held    his   hondes    up,  and   sat  on 

knowe, 
'  Now,  goode  nece,  be  it  never  so  lyte, 
Yif  me  the  labour,  it  to  sowe  and  plyte.' 

173.  'Ye,  for  I  can  so  wryte,'  quod  she 
tho ;  >205 

'  And  eek  I  noot  what  I  sholde  to  him 

seye.' 
'  Nay,  nece,'  quod  Pandare,  '  sey  not  so  ; 
Yet  at  the  leste  thanketh  him,  I  preye, 
Of  his  good  wil,  and  doth  him  not  to  deye. 
Now  for  the  love  of  me,  my  nece  dere,   1210 
Befnseth  not  at  this  tyme  my  preyere.' 

174.  '  Depar-dieux,'  quod  she,  '  god  leve  al 
be  wel ! 

God  helpe  me  so,  this  is  the  firste  lettre 
Tliat  ever  I  wroot,  ye,  al  or  any  del.' 
And  in-to  a  closet,  for  to  a^-yse  hir  bettre. 
She  wente  allone,  and  gan  hir  herte  un- 
fettre  J-'ifJ 

Out  of  disdaynes  prison  but  a  lyte ; 
And  sette  hir  doun,  and  gan  a  lettre  wryte, 

175.  Of  which  to  telle  in  short  is  myu 
entente  '2it> 

Th'effect,  as  fer  as  I  can  understonde  :-^ 
She  thonked  him  of  al  that  he  wel  mente 


Book  II.] 


^roifue  ani  tviat^^i. 


239 


Towardes  hir,  but  holden  him  in  honde 
She  nolde  nought,  no  make  hir-selven 

bonde 
In  love,  but  as  his  suster,  liim  to  plese, 
She  wolde  fajTi,  to  doon  his  herte  an  esc. 

176.  She  shette  it,  and  to  Pandarus  gan 
goon,  1226 

There  as  he  sat  and  loked  in-to  strete, 
And  doun  she  sette  hir  by  him  on  a  stoon 
Of  jaspre,  up-on  a  quisshin  gold  y-bete, 
And  seyde,  'as  wisly  helpe  me  god  the 

grete,  J 230 

I  never  dide  a  thing  with  more  peyne 
Than  wryte  this,  to  which  ye  me  con- 

Streyne ; ' 

177.  And  took  it  him  :   he  thonked  hir 
and  seyde, 

'God  woot,  of  thing  ful  ofte  looth  bigonne 
Cometh  ende  good:  and  nece  myn,  Cri- 

seyde,  i-'35 

That  ye  to  him  of  hard  now  ben  y-wonne 
Oughte  he  be  glad,  by  god  and  yonder 

Sonne! 
For-why    men    seyth,    "  impressioun[e]s 

lighte 
Fol  lightly  been  ay  redy  to  the  flighte."' 

178.  But  ye  han  pleyed  tyrannt  neigh  to 
longe,  124« 

And  hard  was  it  your  herte  for  to  grave  ; 
Now  stint,  that  ye  no  longer  on  it  honge, 
Al  wolde  ye  the  forme  of  daunger  save. 
But  hasteth  yow  to  doon  him  joye  have  ; 
For  trixsteth  wel,  to  longe  y-doon  hard- 
nesse  1245 

Causeth  despyt  ful  often,  for  distresse.' 

179.  And  right  as  they   declamed  this 
matere, 

Lo,  Troilus,  right  at  the  stretes  ende, 
Com  rj-ding  with  his  tenthe  some  y-fere, 
Al  softely,  and  thiderward  gan  bende  1 250 
Ther-as  they  sete,  as  was  his  wey  to  wende 
To  paleys-ward  ;  and  Pandare  him  aspyde. 
And  seyde,  '  nece,  y-see  who  cometh  here 
rj'de  ! 

180.  O  flee  not  in,  he  seeth  us,  I  suppose : 
Lest  he  may  thinke  that  ye  him  eschuwe.' 


'  Nay,  nay,'  quod  she,  and  wex  as  reed  as 
rose.  1 256 

With  that  he  gan  hir  humbly  to  saluwe, 
With  dreedfiil  chere,  and  ofte  his  hewes 

muwc  ; 
And  up  his  look  debouairlj-  he  easte, 
And  bekked  on  Pandare,  and  forth  he 
paste.  1260 

181.  God  woot  if  he  sat  on  lushorsa-right. 
Or  goodly  was  beseyn,  that  ilke  day  ! 
God    woot    wher    he   was  lyk   a  manly 

knight  ! 
What  sholde  I  drecche,   or  telle  of  his 

aray  ? 
Criseyde,  which  that  alle  these  thinges 

say,  1265 

To  telle  in  short,  hir  lykod  al  y-fore. 
His  persone,  his  aray,  his  look,  his  chere, 

182.  His  goodl3'  manere  and  his  gentil- 
lesse. 

So  wel,  that  never,  sith  that  she  was  bom, 
Xe  hadde  she  swich  ronthe  of  his  dis- 
tresse ;  1270 
And  how-so  she  hath  hard  ben  her-biforn. 
To  god  hope  I,  she  hath  now  caught  a 

thorn. 
She  shal  not  puUe  it  out  this  nexte  wyke ; 
God  sende  mo  swich  thornes  on  to  pyke  ! 

18.S.  Pandare,  which  that  stood  hir  faste 

by,  1275 

Felte  iren  hoot,  and  he  bigan  to  smyte, 
And  seyde,  '  nece,  I  pray  yow  hertely. 
Tel  me  that  I  shal  axen  yow  a  lyte. 
A  womman,  that  were  of  his  deeth  to 

wyte, 
With-outen  his  gilt,   but  for  hir  lakked 

roiithe,  ■  1 280 

Were  it  wel  doon  ?  '     Quod  she,  '  nay,  by 

my  trouthe  I ' 

184.   '  God  helpe  me  so,'  qiiod  he,  '  ye  sej- 

me  sooth. 
Ye  felen  wel  j-our-self  that  I  not  lye  : 
Lo,  yond  he  rit ! '     Quod  she,  '  ye,  so  h» 

dooth.' 
'  Wel,'  quod  Pandare,  '  as  I  have  told  yow 

thrye,  '285 

Lat  be  your  nyce  shame  and  your  folye. 
And  spek  with  him  in  esing  of  his  herte ; 
Lat  nycetee  not  do  j-ow  bothe  smerte.' 
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ISo.  But  ther-on  -was  to   heven    aud    to 

done  ; 
Considered  al  thing,  it  may  not  be  ;    1290 
And  why,  for  shame  ;  and  it  were  eck  to 

sone 
To  graiinten  him  so  greet  a  libertee. 
'  For  playnly  hir  entente,'  as  seyde  she. 
Was  for  to  love  him  unwist,  if  she  niighte, 
And  guerdon  him  with  no-tliing  hut  with 

sighte.'  1295 

186.  But  Pandarus  tboughte,  '  it  shal  not 

he  so, 
If  that  I  may  ;  this  nyce  opinioun 
Shal  not  be  holden  fully  yeres  two.' 
What  sholde  I  make  of  this  a  long  ser- 

moun  ? 
He  moste  assente  on  that  conclusioun  1300 
As  forthetyme ;  and  whan  that  it  was  eve. 
And  al  was  wel,  he  rocs  and  took  his  leve. 

•87.  And  on  his  wey  ful  faste  horn  ward  he 

spedde, 
And  right   for  joye   he   felte   his  herte 
}         daunce ; 

And  Troilus  he  fond  alone  a-bedde,  1305 
That    lay   as    dooth    these  loveres,   in  a 

traunce, 
Bitwixen  hope  and  derk  desesperaunce. 
But  Pandarus,  right  at  his  in-cominge. 
He   song,    as  who  sejH;h,    '  lo !    snmwhat 

I  bringe.' 

188,  And  seyde,    '  who   is  in   his  bed  so 
sone  1310 

Y-buried  thus  ?'     •  It  am  I,  freend,'  quod 

he. 
'  Who,    Troilus  ?    nay  helpe   me    so    the 

mone,' 
Quod  Pandarus,  '  thou  shalt  aryse  and  see 
A  charme  that  was  sent  right  now  to  thee, 
The  which  can  helen  thee  of  thyn  ac- 

cesse,  1315 

If  thou  do  forth- with  al  thy  besinesse.' 

189.  'Ye,    through  the   might   of  god!' 
quod  Troilus. 

And  Pandarus  gan  him  the  lettre  take. 
And  seyde,  'pardee,  god  hath  holpen  us  ; 
Have  here  a  light,  and  loke  on  al  this 
blake.'  1320 

But  ofte  gan  the  herte  glade  and  quake 


Of  Troilus,  whyl  that  he  gan  it  rede, 

So  as  the  wordes  yave  him  hope  or  drede. 

190.  But  fynally,  he  took  al  for  the  beste 
That  she  him  wroot,  for  sumwhat  he  bi- 

held  1325 

On  which,  him  thoughte,  lie  mighte  his 

herte  reste, 
Al  covered  she  the  wordes  under  sheld. 
Thus  to  the  more  worthy  part  he  held, 
Tliat,  what  for  hope  and   Pandarus  bi- 

heste, 
His  grete  wo  for-yede  he  at  the  lest«.  1330 

191.  But  as  we  may  alday  our-selven  see, 
Through  more  wode  or  col,  the  more  fyr; 
Right  so  encrees  of  hope,  of  what  it  be, 
Therwith  ful  ofte  encreseth  eek  desyr ; 
Or,  as  an  00k  cometh  of  a  litel  spjT,    '  1335 
So  through   this  lettre,  which  that  she 

him  sente, 
Eneresen  gan  desyr,  of  which  he  brente. 

192.  Wherfore  I  seye  alwey,  that  day  and 
night 

This  Troilus  gan  to  desiren  more 

Than  he  dide  erst,  thurgh  hope,  and  dide 

his  might  1340 

To  pressen  on,  as  by  Pandarus  lore, 
And  wryten  to  hir  of  his  sorwes  sore 
Fro  day  to  day  ;  he  leet  it  not  refreyde, 
That  by  Pandare  he  wroot  somwhat  or 

seyde ; 

193.  And    dide  also    his    othere    obeer- 
vaunces  1345 

That  to  a  lovere  longeth  in  this  cas  ; 
And,  after  that  these  dees  turnede  on 

chaunces. 
So  was  he  outher  glad  or  seyde  'alias  ! ' 
And  held  after  his  gestes  ay  his  pas  ; 
And  aftir  swiche  answeres  as  he  hadde, 
So  were  his  dayes  sory  outher  gladde.    1351 

194.  But  to  Pandare  alwey  was  his  recours, 
And  pitously  gan  ay  til  him  to  pleyne, 
And    him    bisoughte   of   rede   and    som 

socours ; 
And  Pandarus,  that  sey  his  wode  peyne, 
Wex  wel  neigh  deed  for  routhe,  sooth  to 

seyne,  1356 
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n         And  bisily  with  al  his  hertc  caste 

Som  of  his  wo  to  slccn,  and  that  as  faste  ; 

195.  And  seyde,  '  lord,  and  freeud,   and 
brother  dere, 

Ciod  woot  that  thy  disese  doth  me  wo.  1360 
But  woltow  stinten  al  this  woful  chare, 
And,  by  mytrouthe,  or  it  be  dayes  two, 
And  god  to-forn,  yet  shal  I  shajie  it  so, 
That  thou  shalt  come  in-to    a   certayn 

place, 
Ther-as  thou  mayst  thy-self  hir  preye  of 

grace.  1365 

196.  And  certainly,  I  noot  if  thou  it  wost, 
But  tho  that  been  expert  in  love  it  seye. 
It  is  oon  of  the  thinges  that  furthereth 

most, 
A  man  to  have  a  leyser  for  to  preye, 
And  siker  place  his  wo  for  to  biwreye ;  1370 
For  in  good  herte  it  moot  som  routhe 

impresse, 
To  here  and  see  the  giltles  in  distresse. 

197.  Paraunter  thenkestow  :    though   it 
be  so 

Tiiat  kinde  wolde  doou  hir  to  biginne 
To  han  a  maner  roiithe  up-on  my  wo,    1375 
Sej-th   Daunger,    "Xay,    thou    shalt   me 

never  winne ; 
So  reuleth  hir  hir  hertes  goost  with-inne. 
That,  though  she  hende,  yet  she  stant  on 

rote; 
■\Vhat  in  effect  is  this  un-to  my  bote  ?" 

198.  Thenk  here-ayeins,   whan  that  the 
sturdy  ook,  1380 

On  which   men   hakketh    ofte,    for    the 

nones, 
Eecej'ved  hath  the  happy  falling  strook, 
Tlie  grete  sweigh  doth  it  come  al  at  ones, 
As  doon  these  rokkes  or  these  milne-stones. 
For  swifter  cours  cometh  thing  that  is  of 

wighte,  1385 

Whan  it  descendeth,  than  don  thinges 

lighta 

199.  And  reed  that  boweth  doun  for  every 
blast, 

Pul  lightly,  cesse  wind,  it  wol  aryse  ; 
But  so  nil  not  an  ook  whan  it  is  cast ; 
Itnedeth  me  nought  thee  longe  to  forbyse. 


Men  shal  rejoysen  of  a  greet  empi-yse  1391 
Acheved  wel,  and  stant  with-outen  doute, 
Al  han  men  been  the  lenger  thei-aboute. 

»> 

200.  But,  Troihas,  yet  tel  me,  if  thee  lest, 
A   thing   now   which   that    I  shal    axen 

thee;  1395 

Which   is  thy  brother  that  thou  lovest 

best 
As  in  thy  verray  hertes  privetee  ? ' 
'Y-wis,  my  brother  Deiphebus,'  quod  he. 
'  Now,'  quod  Pandarc,   '  er  hoiires  twyes 

twelve. 
He  shal  thee  ese,  unwist  of  it  him-selve. 

201.  Now  lat  me  allone,  and  werken  as 
I  maj-,'  1401 

Quotl  he ;  and  to  Deiphebus  wente  he  tho 
Which  hadde  his  lord  and  grete  freend 

ben  ay; 
Save  Troilus,  no  man  he  lovede  so. 
To  telle  in  short,  with-outen  wordes  mo, 
Quod  Pandarus,  '  I  pray  yow  tliat  ye  be 
Freend  to  a  cause  which  that  toucheth 

me.'  1407 

202.  '  Yis,  pardee,'  quod  Deiphebvis,  '  wel 
thow  wost, 

In  al  that  ever  I  may,  and  god  to-fore, 
Al  nere  it  but  for  man  I  love  most,        14 10 
My  brother  Troilus ;  but  sey  wherfore 
It  is;  for  sith  that  day  that  I  was  bore, 
I  nas,  ne  never-mo  to  been  I  thinke, 
Ayeins   a  thing   that   mighte   thee   for- 
thinke." 

203.  Pandare  gan   him   thonke,   and   to 
him  seyde,  1415 

'Lo,  sire,  I  have  a  lady  in  this  toun. 
That  is  my  nece,  and  called  is  Criseyde, 
Which  som  men  wolden  doon  oppressioun. 
And  wrongfully  have  hir  possessioun  : 
Wherfor  I  of  your  lordship  yow  biseche 
To    been    our    freend,    with-oute    more 
speche.'  14J1 

204.  Deiphebus  him  answerde,  '  O,  is  not 
this. 

That     thow    spekest     of    to     me    thus 

straungely, 
CrisSyda,  my  freend  ? '     He  seyde,  '  Yis.' 
'Than  nedeth,'  quod  Deiphebus  hardely, 
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Na-more  to  speke,  for  trusti-th  wf  1,  that  I 
Wol  be  hir  chamrioun  with  spore   and 

yerde;  '+27 

I  roughte  nought  though  alle  hir  foos  it 

her  do 

205.  But  tel  me,  thou  that  woost  al  this 
matero, 

How  I  might  best  avaylen  ?  now  lat  see.' 
Quod  Pandarus,  'if  ye,  my  lord  so  dere, 
Wolden  as  now  don  this  honour  to  me, 
To  prayeii  hir  to-morwe.  lo,  that  she 
Com  un-to  yow  hir  pleyntes  to  devyse, 
Hir  adversaries  wolde  of  hit  agryse.     1435 

206.  And  if  I  more  dorste  preye  as  now, 
And  chargen  yow  to  have  so  greet  tra- 

vayle, 
To  han  som  of  your  bretheren  here  with 

yow, 
That  mighten  to  hir  cause  bet  avayle, 
Than,  woot  I  wcl,  she  mighte  never  fayle 
For  to  be  holpen,  what  at  your  instaunce, 
WTiat  with  hir  othere  freendes  govern- 

aunce.'  '44^ 

207.  Deiphobus,  which  that  comen  was, 
of  kinde. 

To  al  honour  and  bountee  to  consente, 
Answerde,   '  it  shal  be  doon  ;  and  I  can 

finde  '445 

Yet  gretter  hi'lp  to  this  in  myn  entente. 
WTiat  wolt  thow  seyn,  if  I    for  Eleyne 

sente 
To  speke  of  this?  I  trow  it  be  the  beste  ; 
For  she  may  It.'den  Paris  as  hir  leste. 

208.  Of  Ector,  which  that  is  my  lord,  my 
brother,  i45<> 

It  nedeth  nought  to  preye  him  freend 

to  be; 
For  I  have  herd  him,  o  tyme  and  eek  otlusr, 
Speke  of  C^risoydo  swich  honour,  that  he 
May  seyn  no  bet,  swich  hap  to  him  hath 

she. 
It    nedeth    nought    his    helpcs    for    to 

crave;  '455 

He  shal  be  swich,  right  as  we  wole  him 

have. 

209.  Spek  thou  thy-self  also  to  Troilus 
On  my  bihalve,   and  pray  him  with  i\3 

dyne.' 


'  Sire,  al  this  shal  be  doon,'  quod  Pan- 
darus ; 

And  took  his  leve,  and  never  gan  to 
fj-ne,  ■  '460 

But  to  his  neces  hous,  as  streght  as  lyne, 

He  com ;  and  fond  hir  fro  the  mete  arj-se  ; 

And  sette  him  doim,  and  spak  right  in 
this  wyse.  • 

210.  He  seyde,  'O  veray  god,  so  have 
I ronne ! 

Lo,  nece  myn,  see  ye  nought  how  I  swete? 
I  noot  whether  ye  the  more  thank  me 

conne.  ^-^^ 

Be  ye  nought  war  how  that  fals  Polipheta 
Is  now  aboute  eft-sones  for  to  plete. 
And  bringe  on  yow  advocacySs  newe  ?  ' 
'  I  ?  no,'  quod  she,  and  chaunged  al  hir 

hewe.  '470 

211.  'What  is  he  more  aboute,  me  to 
drecche 

And  doon  me  wrong?   what  shal   I  do, 

alias  ? 
Yet  of  him-self  no-thing  ne  woldelrecche, 
Nere  it  for  Antenor  and  Eneas, 
That  been  his  freendes  in  swich  maner 

cas ;  H7S 

But,  for  the  love  of  god,  myn  uncle  dere, 
No  fors  of  that,  lat  him  have  al  y-fere  ; 

212    With-outen  that,  I  have  ynough  for 

us.' 
'  Nay,'  quod   Pandare,  '  it  shal  no-thing 

be  so.  '479 

For  I  have  been  right  now  at  Deiphebus, 
And  Ector,  and  myne  othere  lordes  mo. 
And  shortly  maked  eche  of  hem  his  fo  ; 
That,  by  my  thrift,  he  shal  it  never  winne 
For  ought  he  can,  whan  that  so  he  bi- 

ginne.' 

213.  And  as  they  casten  what  was  best  to 
done,  '485 

Deiphebus,  of  his  owene  curtasye, 
Com  hir  to  preye,  in  his  propre  persone, 
To  holde  him  on  the  morwe  companye 
At  diner,  which  she  nolde  not  denye. 
But  goodly  gan  to  his  preyere  obeye.  1490 
He   thonked  hir,  and  wente   up-on   his 
weye. 
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214.  Whanne  this  was  tloon,  this  Pandare 

up  a-noon, 
To  telle  in  short,  and  forth  gan  for  to 

wende 
To  Troilus,  as  stille  as  any  stoon. 
And  al  this  thing  he  tolde  him,  word  and 

ende ;  1405 

And  howthat  he  Deiphebua  gantoblonde  : 
And  seyde  him,  'now  is  tyme,  if  that  thou 

conne, 
Tt>  here   thee    wel    to-morwe,   and  al  is 

won  no. 

■21").  Now  spek,  now  prey,  now  jntoixsly 

compleyne  ; 
Lat    not   for   nyce   shame,   or   drede.  or 

slouthe ;  i5(x» 

Som-tyme  a   man   mot    telle   his   owene 

pej-ne  ; 
Bileve  it,  and  she  shal  han  on  theerouthe ; 
Thou  shalt   be   saved   by   thy  feyth,    in 

troutho. 
Bat  wel  wot  I,  thou  art  now  in  a  drede  ; 
And  what  it  is,  I  leye,  I  can  arede.      1505 

216.  Thow  thinkest  now,  "  how  sholde 
I  doon  al  this? 

For  by  my  cheres  mosten  folk  aspye, 
Tliat  for  hir  love  is  that  I  fare  a-mis: 
Yet  hadde  I  lever  unwist  for  sorwe  dye.'' 
Now  thenk  not  so,  for  thou  dost  greet 
folye.  1510 

Fur  right  now  have  I  fuunden  0  manere 
Of  sleighte,  for  to  coveron  al  thy  chere. 

217.  Thow  shalt  gon  over  niglit,  and  that 
as  blyve. 

Un-to  Deiphebus  hous,  as  thee  to  pleye. 
Thy  maladye  a-wey  the  bet  to  dryve,  1515 
For-why  thou  semest  syk,  soth  for  to  seyo. 
iSone  after  that,  doun  in  thy  bed  thee  leye, 
And  sey,  thow  mayst  no  longer  up  endure, 
And  lye  right  there,  and  bj-de  thj-n  aven- 
titre. 

21s.  Sey  that  thy  fever  is  wont  thee  for 
to  take  15J0 

The  same  tyme,  and  lasten  til  a-morwe  ; 

And  lat  see  now  how  wel  thou  canst 
it  make, 

Fi«r.  par-dee,  syk  is  he  that  is  in  sorwe. 


'  Go   now,  farewel  I    and,  Venua  here  to 

borwe,  1524 

I  hope,  and  thou  this  purpos  holde  ferme, 

Tliy  grace  she  shal  fully  ther  conferme.' 

219.  Quod  Troilus,  'y-wis,  thou  nedelees 
;  Coitnsejlest  me,  that  sykliche  I  me  feyne  ! 
For  I  am  syk  in  erncst,  dotitelees, 
.So  that  wel  neigh  I  sterve  for  the  peyne.' 
I   Quod  Pandarns,   'thou  shalt  the  bettro 
i  pleyne,  1531 

!  And  hast  the  lasse  nede  to  countrefete ; 
*  For  him  men  demen  hoot  that  men  seen 
'  swete. 

j  220.  Lo,   holde  thee  at  thy  triste  cloos, 
;  and  I 

'  Shal  wel  the  deer  un-to  thj-  bowe  drjve.' 
j  Therwith  he  took  his  leve  al  softely,     1536 
'  And  Troihts  to  paleys  wcnte  blj-ve, 
'  So  glad  ne  was  he  never  in  al  his  lyve  ; 
And  to  Pandarus  reed  gan  al  assente, 
And  to    Deiphebus    hous,  at    night    he 
wente.  1540 

i  221.  'What  nedeth  yow  to  tellen  al  the 
!  chere 

I  That  Deiphebus  un-to  his  brother  made, 
Or  his  accesse,  or  his  syklich  manere, 
How  men  gan  him  with  clothes  for  to 

lade, 
^Vhan  he  was  leyd,  and  how  men  wolde 
him  glade  ?  1545 

But  al  for  nought,  he  held  forth  ay  the 

wyse 
Tliat  yo  han  herd  Pandare  er  this  devyse. 

222.  But  certeyn  is,  er  Troilus  him  leyde, 
Deiphebus  had  him  prayed,  over  night. 
To  been  a  freend  and  helping  to  Criseyde. 
God  woot,  that   he   it   grauntede  anon- 

riglit,  1551 

To  been  hir  fulle  freend  with  al  his  might. 
But   swich   a   nede    was    to    preye   him 

thenne, 
As  for  to  bidde  a  wood  man  for  to  renne. 

223.  Tlie  morvvcn  com,  and  neighen  gan 
the  tyme  1555 

Of  meel-tyd,  that  the  faire  queue  Eleyne 
Shoop   hir   to  been,   an  houre  after  tho 
pryme, 
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With   Deipliebus,    to   whom    she    nolde 

feyne ; 
But  as  his  suster,  hoomly,  sooth  to  seyne, 
She  com  to  diner  in  hir  playn  entente.  1560 
But  gotl  and  Pandare  wiste  al  what  this 

nionte. 

224.  CVime  eek  Criseyde,  al  innocent  of 
this, 

Antigone,  hir  sister  Tarbe  also  ; 

But  flee  we  now  prolixitee  best  is, 

For  love  of  god,  and  lat  us  faste  go      1565 

Right  to  the  effect,  with-oute  tales  mo, 

Why  al  this  folk  assembled  in  this  place  ; 

.■Vnd  lat  us  of  hir  saluinges  pace. 

225.  Gret  honour  dide  hem  Deiphebus, 
certeyn, 

And  fedde  hem  wel  with  al  that  mighte 
lyke.  1570 

But  ever-more,  '  alias  ! '  was  his  refreyn, 
'  My  goode  brother  Troilus,  the  syke, 
Lyth  yet' — and  therwith-al  he   gan   to 

syke ; 
And  after  that,  he  peyned  him  to  glade 
Hem  as  he  mighte,  and  chere  good  he 
made.  1575 

226.  Compleyned  eek  Eleyne  of  his  syk- 
nesse 

So  feithfully,  that  pitee  was  to  here, 
And  every  wight  gan  waxen  for  accesse 
A  leche  anoon,  and  seyde,  '  in  this  manere 
!Men  euren  folk  ;  this  charme  I  wol  yow 

lere.'  15S0 

But  there  sat  oon,  al  list  hir  nought  to 

teche, 
That  thoughte,  best  coude  I  yet  been  his 

leche. 

227.  After  compleynt,  him  gonnen  they 
to  preyse, 

As  f<jlk  don  yet,  whan  som  wight  hath 

bigonne 
To  preyse  a  man,  and  up  with  pi^ys  him 

reyse  15S5 

A  thousand  fold  yet  hyer  than  the  sonne  : — 
'  He  is,  he  can,  that  fewe  lordes  conne.' 
And  Pandarus,  of  that  they  wolde  afferme, 
He  not  for-gat  hir  preysing  to  conferme. 


228.  Herde  al  this  thing   Criseyde  wel 
y-nough,  1590 

And  every  word  gan  for  to  notif^^'e  ; 

For  which  with   sobre   chere  hir  berte 

lough ; 
For  who  is  that  ne  wolde  hir  glorifye. 
To  mowen  swich  a  knight  don  live  or 

dye? 
But  al  passe  I,  lest  ye  to  longe  dwelle ;  1595 
For  for  o  fj-n  is  al  that  ever  I  telle. 

229.  The  tyme  com,  fro  diner  for  to  ryse, 
And,  as  hem  oughte,  arisen  everychoon, 
And  gonne  a  whyl  of  this  and  that  devyse. 
But  Pandarus  brak  al  this  speche  anoon. 
And  seyde  to  Deiphebus,  '  wole  ye  goon. 
If  youre  wille  be,  as  I  yow  preyde,  1602 
To  speke  here  of  the  nedes  of  Criseyde  ?  ' 

230.  Eleyne,  which  that  by  the  hond  hir 
held, 

Took  first  the  tale,  and   sejde,   'go  we 
blyve;'  1605 

And  goodly  on  Criseyde  she  biheld. 
And  seyde,  '  Joves  lat  him  never  thryve. 
That  dooth  yow  harm,  and  bringe  him 

sone  of  ly\'e  ! 
And  yeve  me  sorwe,  bitt  he  shal  it  rewe. 
If  that  I  may,  and  alle  folk  be  trewe.'  1610 

231.  '  Tel  thou  thy  neces  cas,'  quod  Dei- 
phebus 

To   Pandarus,    'for   thou   canst    best    it 

telle.'- 
'  My  lordes  and  my  ladyes,  it  stant  thus  ; 
What  sholde  I  lenger,'  quod  he,  '  do  yow 

dwelle  ? ' 
He  rong  hern  out  a  proces  lyk  a  belle,    1 6 15 
Up-on  hir  fo,  that  highte  Poliphete, 
So  heynous,  that  men  mighte  on  it  spete. 

232.  Answerde  of  this  ech  worse  of  hem 
than  other. 

And    Poliphete    they    gonnen    thus    to 

warien, 
'An-honged  be  swich  oon,   were  he  my 

brother ;  i6;jo 

And  so  he  shal,  for  it  ne  may  not  varien.' 
What  sholde  I  lenger  in  this  tale  tarien? 
Pleynly,  alle  at  ones,  they  hir  highten, 
To  been  bir  helpe  in  al  that  ever  they 

mighten. 
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233.  Spak  than  Elejnie,  and  sejde.  •  Pan- 
dams,  i6->5 

Woot  ought  my  lord,   my  brother,   this 

matero, 
I  mene,  Ector  ?  or  woot  it  Troilus  ? ' 
He  seydo,  '  ye,  bvit  wole  ye  now  me  here  ? 
Me  thinketh  this,  sith  Troilus  is  here, 
It  were  good,  if  that  ye  woldo  asseute,  1630 
She  tolde  hir-self  him  al  this,  er  she  wente. 

234.  For  he  wole  have  the  more  hir  grief 
at  herte, 

By  cause,  lo,  that  she  a  lady  is  ; 

And,  by  your    leva,  I  wol  but  right    in 

sterte. 
And   do  yow  wite,  and  that    anoon,   y- 

wis,  i('>35 

If  that  he  slepe,  or  wole  ought  here  of 

this.'    • 
And  in  he  lepte,  and  seyde  him  in  his 

ere, 
'God  have  thy  soule,  y-brought  have  I 

thy  here  ! ' 

235.  To  smylen  of  this  gan  tho  Troilus. 
And  Pandanis,  with-oute  rekeninge,  1640 
Oiat  wente  anoon  t'  ElejTie  and  Deiphebus, 
And  seyde  hem,  'so  there  be  no  taryinge, 
Ne  more  pres,  he  wol  wel  that  ye  bringe 
Cris^yda,  my  lady,  that  is  here  ; 
Andashemayenduren,  he  wole  here.  1645 

236.  But  wel  ye  woot,  the   chaumbre  is 
but  lyte. 

And  fewe  folk  may  lightly  make  it  warm  ; 
Now  lokcth  ye,  (for  I  wol  have  no  wj'te. 
To  bringe  in  prees  that  mighte  doon  him 

harm 
Or  him  disesen,  for  my  bettre  armi,     1(150 
"Wher  it  be  bet  she  byde  til  eft-sones  ; 
Now  loketh  ye,   that   knowen  Avhat   to 

doon  is. 

237.  I  sey  for  me,  best  is,  as  I  can  knowe, 
That  no  wiglit  in  ne  wente  but  ye  twej'e, 
But  it  were  I,  for  I  can,  in  a  throwe,  1655 
Eeherce  hir  cas,  unlyk  that  she  can  seye ; 
And  after  this,  she  may  him  ones  preye 
To  ben  good  lord,  in  short,  and  take  hir 

leve ; 
This  may  not  muchel  of  his  ese  him.  xeve. 


I  238,  And  eek,  for  she  is  straunge,  he  wol 

i  forbore  1660 

His  ese,  which  that  him  thar  nought  f<:>r 

yow ; 
Eek  other  thing,  that   toucheth   not  to 

here, 
He  wol  me  telle,  I  woot  it  wel  right  now. 
That  secret  is,  and  for  the  tounes  prow.' 
And  they,  that  no-thing  knewe  of  this 

entente,  1665 

With-oute  more,  to  Troilus  in  they  wente. 

239.  Eleyne  in  al  hir  goodly  softe  wyse, 
Gan  him  saluwc,  and  wonxanly  to  pleye, 
And  seyde,  'ywis,  ye  moste  alweyes  aryse  J 
Now  fa.yre  brother,  beth  al  hool,  I  preye  I ' 
And  gan  hir  arm  right  over  his  sholder 

leye,  1671 

And  him  with  al  hir  wit  to  reconiforte  ; 
As  she  best  coude,  she  gan  him  to  dis- 

porte. 

240.  So  after  this   quod   she,   '  we  yow 
biseke, 

My  dere  brother,  Deiphebus,  and  I,  1675 
For  love  of  god,  and  so  doth  Pandare  eke, 
To   been    good   lord    and    freend,    right 

hertely, 
Un-to  Criseyde,  which  that  certeinly 
Recey\'eth  wrong,  as  woot  wel  here  Pan- 
dare, 
That  can  hir  cas  wel  bet  than  I  declare.' 

241.  This  Pandarus  gan  newe  his  tunge 
afifyle,  .1681 

And  al  hir  cas  rehercc,  and  that  anoon  ; 
Whan  it  was  sej-d,  sone  after,  in  a  whyle, 
Quod  Troilus,  '  as  sone  as  I  maj-  goon,* 
I  wol  right  fayn  with  al  my  might  ben 

oon,  1685 

Have  god  my  trouthe.  hir  cause  to  sustene,' 
'  Good  thrift  have  ye,'  quod  Eleyne  the 

quene. 

242.  Quod  Pandanis,  '  and  it  your  wille  be, 
That  she  may  take  hir  leve,  er  that  she 

go?' 
'  Or  elles  god  for-bede,'  tho  quod  h^,  1690 
'  If  that  she  vouche  saitf  for  to  do  so.' 
And  with  that  word  quod  Troilus,  'ye  two, 
Deiphebus,  and  my  suster  leef  and  dere, 
To  yow  have  I  to  speke  of  0  matere, 
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243.  To  been  arj-sed  by  jour  reed  the 
bettre": —  1695 

And  fond,  as  hap  was.  at  his  Innldes  heed, 
The  copie  of  a  tretis  and  a  lettre, 
That  Ector  hadde  him  sent  to  axen  reed. 
If  swich  a  man  was  worthy  t«  ben  deed, 
Woot  I  nought  who  :  but  in  a  grisly  wyse 
He  preyede  hem  anoon  on  it  avyse.     1701 

24-4.  Deiphebus  gan  this  lettre  to  nnfolde 
In  emest  greet  :  so  dide  Eleyne  the  queue  ; 
And  rominge  outward,  fast  it  gan  biholde, 
I>o^vnward  a  steyre,  iu-to  au  herber 
grene. .  1 705 

'  This  ilke  thing  they  redden  hem  bi-twenei 
And  largely,  the  mountaunce  of  an  houre. 
They  gonne  on  it  to  reden  and  to  poure. 

24-5.  Now  lat  hem  rede,  and  tume   we 

anoon 
To  Pandarus,  that  gan  ful  faste  prye  i;io 
That  al  was  wel,  and  out  he  gan  to  goon 
In-to  the  grete  chambre,  and  that  in  hye. 
And  seyde,  '  god  save  al  this  companye  ! 
Com,  nece  myn  ;  my  lady  quene  Eleyne 
Abydeth  yow,  and  eek  my  lordes  tweyne. 

246.  Eys,  take  with  yow  j-our  nece  An- 
tigone, IflO 
Or  whom  yow  list,  or  no  fors,  hardily  : 
The  lasse  prees,  the  bet  :  com  forth  with 

me. 
And  loke  that  ye  thonke  humblely      1719 
Hem  alle  three,  and,  whan  ye  may  goodly 
Yotir  tyme  y-see,  taketh  of  hem  your  leve. 
Lest  we  to  longe  his  restes  him  bireve.' 

2-f7.  Al  innocent  of  Pandams  entente. 
Quod  tho  Criseydc,  '  go  we,  nncle  dere ' ; 
And  arm  in  arm  inward  with  him  she 
wente,  1 725 

Ayysed  wel  hir  wordes  and  hir  chere  ; 
And  Pandarus,  in  ernestful  nianere, 
Seyde,  '  alle  folk,  for  gixldos  love,  I  preye, 
Stinteth  right  here,  and  softely j-ow  pleye. 


24^,  Aviseth    yow  what   folk  ben    here 

with-inne,  >750 

And  in  what  plyt   con  is,  god   him   a- 

mende  I 
And  inward  thns  ful  soflely  biginne  ; 
Xece.  I  conjure  and  heighly  yow  defende. 
On   his  half,  which  that  sowle  us   alle 

sende. 
And  in  the  vertue  of  corouues  tweyne, 
Slee  nought  this  man,  that  hath  for  yow 

this  peyne  !  1736 

249.  Fy  on  the  devel !  thenk  which  oon 
he  is. 

And  in  what  jdj-t  he  lyth  :  com  of  anOi^u  : 
Thenk  al  swich  taried  tyd,  but  lost  it  nisi 
That  wol  ye  bothe  seyn,  whan  ye  ben  oon. 
Secoundelich.ther  yet  de\-yneth  noon  1741 
Up-on  yow  two  ;  com  of  now,  if  ye  conne  ; 
WTiyl  folk  is  blent,  lo,  al  the  tyme  is 
wonne  '. 

250.  In  titeriug,  and  pvirsuite,  and  de- 
layes. 

The  folk  de^•ylle  at  wagginge  of  a  stree  : 
-Vnd  though  ye  wolde  han  after  nierye 

dayes,  J74C> 

Than  dar  ye  nought,  and  why  ?  for  she, 

and  she 
Sjiak  swich  a  word ;  thus  loked  he.  and  he ; 
Lest  tyme  I  loste,  I  dar  not  with  yow  dele ; 
Com  of  therfore,  and  bringeth  him  to  hele,' 

251.  But  now  to  yow,  ye  lovers  that  l>en 
here,  .    i7."i 

Was  Troilus  nought  in  a  cankedort. 
That  lay,  and  mighte  whispringe  of  hem 

here. 
And  thoughte,  'O  lord,  right  now  renneth 

my  sort 
Fully  to  dye,  or  han  anoon  comfort ' ;  1 755 
And  was  the  firste  tyme  he  shulde  hir 

preye 
Of  love:  O  mighty  god,  what  shal  he  seye? 

Explicit  Secnndus  Liber. 
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Incipit  Prohemium  Tercii  Libri. 

1.  O  BLisFUL  light,  of  whiche  the  hemes 

clere 
Adometh  al  the  thridde  hevene  faire  ! 
O  sonnes  leef,  0  Joves  doaghter  dere, 
Plesaunce  of  love,  0  g<x)dly  debonaire. 
In  gentil  hertes  ay  redy  to  repaire  !  5 

O  verray  cause  of  hele  and  of  gladnesse, 
Y-heried  be  thy  might  and  thy  goodnesse ! 


BOOK    III. 

Whan  they  can  not  constme  how  it  may  j<.),' 


2.    In  hevene   and  helle,  in   erthe   and 

salte  see 
Is  felt  thy  might,  if  that  I  wel  desceme  ; 
As  man,  brid,  best,  fish,  herbe  and  grene 

tree  ^y.MMJ^-^  '" 

Thee  fele  in  tymes  with  vapoir  eteme.   /±*-,    • 

God  loveth,  and  to  love  wol  nought  weme;    J;' 

T?or  r 


And  in  this  world  no  lyves  creature, 
With-outen  love,  is  worth,  or  may  endure. 

3.  Ye  Joves  first  tothilke  effectes  glade,  15 
Thorugh  which  that  thinges  liven  alle 

and  be,  _  ^^u^Uf  L.^^fAJ^ 
Comeveden'and  amorous  -f-him  made 
On  mortal  thing,  and  as  yow  list,  ay  ye 
Yeve  him  in  love  ese  or  adversit«e  ; 
And  in  a  thousand  formes  doun  him  sente 
For  love  in  erthe,  and  whom  yow  liste, 

he  hente.  21 

1.  Ye  fierse  Mars  apeysen  of  his  ire, 
And,  as  yow  list,  ye  maken  hertes  digne  ; 
Algates,  hem  that  ye  wol  sette  a-tyre. 
They  dreden  shame,  and  vices  they  re- 

signe ;  25 

Ye  do  hem  corteys  be,  fresshe  and  benigne, 
And  hye  or  lowe,  after  a  wight  entendeth  ; 
The  joyes  that  he  hath,  your  might  him 

sendcth. 

5.  Ye  holden  regne  and  hous  in  nnitee  ; 
Ye  soothfast  cause  of  frendship  been  also ; 
Ye  knowe  al  thilke  covered  qualitee       31 
Of  thinges  which  that  folk  on  wondren  so, 


She  loveth  him,  or  why  he  loveth  here ; 
As  why  this  fish,  and  nought  that,  cometh 
to  were.  35 

6.  Ye  folk  a  la  we  han  set  in  universe, 
And  this  knowe  I  by  hem  that  loveres  be, 
That  who-so  stryveth  with  yow  hath  the 

werse ; 
Now,  lady  bright,  for  thy  benignitee. 
At  reverence  of  hem  that  serven  thee,     40 
Whos  clerk  I  am,  so  techeth  me  devyse 
Som  joye  of  that  is  felt  in  thy  servyse. 


7.  Yc  in  my  naked  herte  sentement 
Inhelde,  and  do  me  shewe  of  thy  swet- 

nesse. — 
pe,  thy  vois  be  now  present,  45 

now  is  nede :  sestow  not  my  destresse. 
How  I  mot  telle  anon-riglit  tlie  gladnesse 
Of  Troilus,  to  Venus  heryinge? 
To  which  gladnes,  who  nede  hath,  god 

him  bringe  ! 

Explicit  prohemium  Tercii  Libri. 

Incipit  Liber  Tercius. 

8.  Lay  al  this  mene  whyle  Troilus,         50 
Recordinge  his  lessoun  in  this  manere, 

'  Ma  fey ! '  thought  he,  '  thus  wole  I  seye 

and  thus ; 
Thus  wole  I  pleyne  ttn-to  my  lady  dere ; 
That  word  is  good,  and  this  shal  be  my 

chere  ; 
Til  is  nil  I  not  foryeten  in  no  wyse.'         55 
God  leve  him  werken  as  he  gan  devyse. 

9.  And  lord,   so  that  his  herte    gan  to 

quappe, 
Heringe  hir  come,  and  shorte  for  to  syke ! 
And   Pandarus,    that   ladde   hir   by  the 

lappe. 
Com  neer,  and  gan  in  at  the  curt  in  pyke, 
And  seyde,  '  god  do  bote  on  alle  syke !    61 
See,  who  is  here  yow  comen  to  visyte  ; 
Lo,  here  is  she  that  is  your  deeth  to  wyte.' 
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10.  Tber-with  it  semed  as  he  vepte  al- 
most ; 
'  A  ha,'  qiio<l  Troilus  so  rewfully,  65 

'  Whet  me  be  -wo,   O  mighty  god,   thou 

wost  ! 
Who  is  al  there  ?    I  see  nought  trewely.' 
'Sire,'  qixod  Criseyde, '  it  is  Pandare  and  I.' 
'Ye.  swete  herte?  alias,  I  may  nought  ryse 
To  knele,   and   do  yow  honour   in   som 
^^•yse.'  70 

1 1    And  dressede  him.  itpward,  and  she 

.    right  tho 
Ci-an  bothe  here  hondes  softe  upon  him 

leye, 
'  O,  for  the  love  of  god,  do  ye  not  so 
To  me,'  quod  she,  '  ey  !    what  is  this  to 

seye? 
Sire,  come  am  I  to  yow  for  causes  tweye  ; 
First,  yow  to  thonke,  and  of  your  lord- 

shipe  eke  76 

Continuaunce  I  wolde  vow  biseke.' 

12.  This   Troilus,    that    herde    his    lady 
preye 

Of  lordship   him,   wex   neither  quik  ne 

deed, 
Ne  mighte  a  word  for  shame  to  it  seye,  80 
Al-though  men  sliolde  smyten  of  his  heed. 
But  lord,  so  he  wex  sodeinliche  reed, 
And  sire,  his  lesson,  that  he  wende  conne, 
T>  >  preyen  hir,  is  thurgh  his  wit  y-ronne. 

13.  Crisej-de  al  this  aspj^ede  wel  y-nongh, 
For  she  was  wys,  and  lovede  liim  never- 

the-lasse,  86 

Al  uere  he  malapert,  or  made  it  tough, 
Or  was  to  bold,  to  singe  a  fool  a  masse. 
But    whan  his   shame  gan   somwhat   to 

passe. 
His  resons,  as  I  may  my  rymes  holde,    90 
I  yow  wol  telle,  as  tcchen  bokes  olde. 

1 4.  In  chaunged  vois,  right  for  his  verrey 
drede, 

Wliicli  vois  eek  quook,  and  ther-to  his 

manere 
Goodlj-  abayst,  and  now  his  hewes  rede, 
Now  pale,  un-to  Criseyde,  his  lady  dere,  95 
With  look  doun  cast  and  humble  yolden 

chere, 


Lo,  th'alderfirste  word  that  him  asterte 
Was,  twyes, '  mercy,  mercy,  swete  herte ! ' 

15.  And   stinte  a  whyl,   and   whan   he 
mighte  out-bringe,  99 

The  nexte  word  was,  '  god  wot,  for  I  have, 
As  feythfully  as  I  have  had  konninge, 
Ben  youres,  also  god  my  sowle  save  ; 
And   shal,    til   that   I,    woful   wight,    be 

grave. 
And  though   I   dar   ne   can    un-to  yow 

pleyne, 
Y-wis,  I  suifre  nought  the  lasse  peyne.  105 

16.  Thtis  muche  as  now,  0  wommanliche 
wyf, 

I  may  out-bringe,  and  if  this  yow  displeso, 
Tliat  shal  I  wreke  upon  myn  owne  lyf 
Eight  sone,  I  trowe,  and  doon  your  herte 

an  ese,  109 

If  with  my  deeth  your  herte  I  may  apese. 
But  sin  that  ye  han  herd  me  som-what 

seye, 
Now  recche  I  never  how  sone  that  I  deye.' 

17   Ther-with  his  manly  sorwe  to  biholde. 
It  mighte  han  maad  an  herte  of  stoon  to 

rewe  ;  114 

And  Pandare  weep  as  he  to  watre  wolde. 
And  poked  ever  his  nece  newe  and  newe. 
And  seyde,  '  wo  bigon  ben  hertes  trewe  ! 
For  love  of  god,  make  of  this  thing  an 

ende, 
Or  slee  us  bothe  at  ones,  er  that  ye  wende.' 

18.  'I  ?  what  V '  quod  she, '  by  god  and  by 
my  troutlie,  120 

1  noot  nouglit  what  j'e  wUne  that  I  seye.' 
'  I  ?  wliat  i'  quod  he,  '  that  ye  han  on  him 

routhe, 
Forgoddes  love,  and  doth  him  nought  to 

deye.' 
'  Now  thanne  thus,'  quod  she,  '  I  wolde 

him  preye 
To  telle  me  the  fyn  of  his  entente  ;        125 
Yet  wiste  I  never  wel  what  that  he  mente.' 

19.  '  What  that  I  mene,  O  swete  herte 
dere?' 

Quod  Troilus,  '  O  goodly  fresshe  free  ! 
That,  with  the  stremes  of  your  eyen  clere, 
Ye  wolde  som-tyme  freendly  on  me  see,  i,<o 
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And  thanne  agreen  tluit  I  may  ten  he, 
With-outo  braunche  of  vyce  in  any  wyse, 
In  trouthe  alwey  to  cloon  yow  my  servyse 

20.  As  to  my  lady  right  and  chief  resort, 
With  al  my  wit  and  al  my  diligence,     135 
And  I  to  han,  riglit  as  j-ow  list,  comfort, 
Under  f^onr  j-erde,  egal  to  myn  offence, 
As  deeth,  if  that  I  brake  your  defence  ; 
And  that  ye  deigne  me  so  muche  honoiire, 
Me  to  comaunden  ought  in  any  houre.  140 

21.  And  I  to  been  your  verray  humble 
trevve, 

Secret,  and  in  mj'  paynes  pacient, 
And  ever-mo  d(>sire  freshly  newe, 
To  serven,  and  been  fy-lyke  ay  diligent, 
And,   with    good    herte,    al    holly  your 
talent  145 

Receyven  wel,  how  sore  that  me  smerte, 
Lo,  this  mene  I,  myn  owene  swete  herte.' 

22.  Quod  Pandarus,   '  lo,    here   an   hard 
request. 

And  resonable,  a  lady  for  to  werne  ! 
Now,  nece  niyn,  Ijy  natal  Joves  fest,     150 
Were  I  a  god,  ye  sholde  sterve  as  yeme. 
That  heren  wel,  tliis  man  wol  no-thing 

yeme 
But  your  honour,  and  seen  him  almost 

sterve, 
And  been  so  lootli  to  siiffren  him  yow 

serve,' 

23    With  tliat  she  gan  hir  eyen  on  liim 
caste  155 

Ful  esily,  and  ful  debonairly, 
Avysing  hir,  and  hyed  not  to  faste 
With  never  a  word,  but  seyde  him  softely, 
'  Myn  honour  sauf,  I  wol  wel  trewely, 
And   in  swich  forme    as    he    can    now 
devyse,  160 

Eecej-s-en  him  fully  to  my  servyse, 

24.  Biseching  him,  for  goddes  love,  that 

he 
Wolde,  in  honour  of  trouthe  and  gentil- 

esse, 
As  I  wel  mene,  «ek  mene  wel  to  me,     164 
And  myn  honour,  with  wit  and  besinesse. 
Ay  kepe  ;  and  if  I  may  don  him  gladnesse, 


From  hennes-fortb,  y-wis,  I  nil  not  feyne  : 
Now  beetli  al  hool,  no  lengor  ye  ne  ple}-nc. 

25.  But  nathelees,  this  warne  I  yow,' 
quod  she, 

'  A  kinges  sone  al-though  j-e  be,  y-wis,  170 
Ye  shul  na-more  have  soverainetee 
Of  me  in  love,  than  right  in  that  cas  is  ; 
Ne  I  nil  forbere,  if  that  ye  doon  a-mis. 
To  wrathen  yow  ;  and  whyl  that  ye  me 

serve, 
Cherycen  yow  right  after  ye  deserve.    1 75 

26.  And  shortly,  dere  herte  and  al  my 
knight, 

Beth  glad,  and  draweth  yow  to  lustiness^, 
And  I  shal  trewely,  with  al  my  might. 
Your  bittre  tornen  al  in-to  swetnesse  j  179 
If  I  be  she  that  may  yow  do  gladnesse, 
For  every  wo  ye  shal  recovere  a  blisse  ' ; 
And  him  in  armes  took,  and  gan  him 
kisse. 

27    Fil  Pandarus  on  knees,  and  up  his 

yen 
To  lievene  threw,  and  held  his  liondes 

'  Immortal  god  ! '  quod  he,  '  that  mayst 
nought  dj'en,  185 

Cupide  I  mene,  of  this  mayst  glorifye  : 

And  Venus,  thou  mayst  make  melodye  ; 

With-outen  hond,  me  semeth  that  in 
towne. 

For  this  merveyle,  I  here  ech  belle  sowne. 

28.  But  ho  !  no  more  as  now  of  this 
matere,  190 

For-why  this  folk  wol  comen  up  anoon, 
Tliat  han  the  lettre  red  :  lo,  I  hem  here. 
But  I  conjure  thee,  Criseyde,  and  oon, 
And  two,  thou  Troilus,  whan  thow  mayst 

goon, 
That  at  myn  hous  ye  been  at  nij-  warn- 

inge,  105 

For  I  ful  wel  shal  shape  your  cominge  ; 

29.  And  eseth  ther  your  heites  right 
y-nough  ; 

And  lat  see  which  of  yow  shal  here  the 

belle 
To  speke  of  love  a-right!'  ther-with  he 

lougli. 
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'  For  ther  havej'e  a  layser  for  to  telle.'  200 
Quod  Troilus,  '  how  longe  shal  I  dwelle 
Er  this  be  doon  ? '  Quod  he,  '  whan  thou 

mayst  ryse, 
This  thing  shal  be  right  as  I  yow  devyse.' 

30.  With  that  Elej-ne  and  also  Deiiihebus 
Tho  comen  upward,  right  at  the  steyres 

ende  ;  205 

And  lord,  so  than  gan  grone  Troilus, 
His  brother  and  his  suster  for  to  blende. 
Quod  Pandarus,    'it    tyme    is    that   we 

wende ; 
Tak,  nece  myn,  your  leve  at  alle  three, 
And  lat  hem  speke,  and   cometh  forth 

with  me.'  210 

81.  She  took  hir  leve  at  hem  ful  thriftily. 
As  she  wel  coude,  and  they  hir  reverence 
Un-to  the  fulle  diden  hardely, 
And  speken  wonder  wel,  in  hir  absence, 
Of  hir,  in  preysing  of  hir  excellence,     215 
Hir  gorernaunce,  hir  wit  ;  and  hir  man- 

ere 
Commendeden,  it  joye  was  to  here. 

32.  Now  lat  hir  wende  un-to  hir  owne 
place. 

And  tome  we  to  Troilus  a-yein,  219 

That  gan  ful  lightly  of  the  lettre  passe 
That  Deiphebus  hadde  in  the  gardin  seyn. 
And  of  Eleyne  and  him  he  wolde  fayn 
Delivered  been,  and  seyde,  that  him  leste 
To  slepe,  and  after  tales  have  reste. 

33.  Eleyne  him  kiste,  and  took  hir  leve 

blyve,  225 

Deiphebus  eek,  and  hoom  wente   every 

wight ; 
And  Pandarus,  as  faste  as  he  may  dryve, 
To  Troilus  tho  com,  as  lyne  right  ; 
And  on  a  paillct,  al  that  glade  night, 
By  TroUus  he  lay,  with  mery  chere,      230 
To  tale ;    and  wel  was   hem   they  were 

y-fere.  . 

34.  Whan  every  wight  was   voided  but 
they  two. 

And  alle  the  dores  were  faste  y-shette, 
To  telle  in  short,  with-oute  wordes  mo. 
This  Pandarus,  with-outen  any  lette,   235 
Up  roos,  and  on  his  beddes  syde  him  sette, 


And  gan  to  speken  in  a  sobre  wyse 
To  Troilus,  as  I  shal  yow  de\'yse. 

35.  '  Mj-n  alderlevest  lord,  and  brother 
dere, 

God  woot,  and  thou,  that  it  sat  me  so 

sore,  240 

Wlien  I  thee  saw  so  languisshing^o-yere. 

For  love,  of  which  thy  wo  wex   alwey 

more  ;  . 
That  I,  with  al  my  might  and  al  my  lore. 
Hath  ever  sithen  doon  my  bisinessc 
To  bringe  thee  to  joye  out  of  distresse  ; 

36.  And  have  it  brought  to  swich  plyt  as 
thou  wost,  246 

So  that,  thorugh  me,  thow  stondest  now 

in  weye 
To  fare  wel,  I  seye  it  for  no  host, 
And  wostow  why  ?  for  shame  it  is  to  seye,. 
For  thee  have  I  bigonne  a  gamen  pleye 
Which  that  I  never  doon  shal  eft  for 

other,  251 

Al-though  he  were  a  thousand  fold  my 

brother. 

37.  That  is  to  seye,  for  thee  am  I  bicomen, 
Bitwixen  game  and  emest,  swich  a  mene 
As  maken  wommen  un-to  men  to  comen  ; 
Al  sey  I  nought,  thou  wost  wel  what  I 

mene.  256 

For  thee  have  I  my  nece,  of  vyces  clene. 
So  fully  maad  thy  gentilesse  triste. 
That  al  shal  been  right  as  thy-selve  liste 

38.  But  god,  that  al  wot,  take  I  to  wit- 
nesse,  261) 

That  never  I  this  for  coveityse  wrought©, 
But  only  for  to  abregge  that  distresse. 
For  which  wel  nygh  thoii  deydest,  as  me 

thoiighte. 
But  gode  brother,  do  now  as  thee  oughte, 
For  goddes  love,   and   keep   hir  out   of 

blame,  265 

Sin  thou  art  wys,  and  save   alwey  hir 

name. 

39.  For  wel  thou  wost,  the  name  as  yet 
of  here 

Among  the  peple,  as  who  seyth,  halwed  is ; 
For  that  man  is  unbore,  I  dar  wel  swere, 
That  ever  wiste  that  she  dide  amis.      270 
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But  wo  is  me,  that  I,  that  cause  al  tliis, 
May  thenken  that  she  is  my  nece  dere, 
And  I  hir  eem,  and  traytor  eek  y-fere  ! 

40.  And  were  it  wist  that  I,  through  myn 

Hadde  in  my  nece  y-put  this  fantasye,  275 
To  do  thy  lust,  and  lioolly  to  be  thyn, 
Wliy,  al  the  world  up-on  it  wolde  crye, 
And  seye,  that  I  the  worste  trecherye 
Dide  in  this  cas,  that  ever  was  bigonno. 
And  she  for-lost,  and  thou  right  nought 
y-wonne.  280 

41.  A\'her-fore,  er  I  wol  ferther  goon  a 

pas. 
Yet  eft  I  thee  biseche  and  fully  seye, 
That  privetee  go  with  us  in  this  cas. 
That  is  to  seye,  that  thou  us  never  wreye ; 
And   be  nought  wrooth,  though  I  thee 
ofte  preye  285 

To  holden  secree  swich  an  heigh  matere; 
For  skilful  is,  thow  wost  wel,  my  preyere. 

id.  And  thenk  what  wo  ther  hath  bitid 

er  this. 
For  makinge  of  avauntes,  as  men  rede  ; 
And  what  mischaunce  in  this  world  yet 

ther  is,  2qo 

Fro  day  to  day,  right  for   that  wikked 

dede ; 
For  which  these  wyse  clerkes  that  ben 

dedo 
Han  ever  yet  proverbed  to  us  yonge. 
That  '•  firste  vertu  is  to  kepe  tonge.'' 

4i!.   And,    nere   it  that   I   wilne   as   now 
t'abregge  295 

Diftusioun  of  speche.  I  coude  almost 
A  thousand  olde  stories  thee  alegge 
Of  wommen  lost,  thorugh  fals  and  foles 

lx)st ; 
Pro^erbes  canst  thy-self  y-nowe,  and  wost, 
Ayeins  that  vyce,  for  to  been  a  labbe,  300 
Al  seyde  men  sooth  as  often  as  they  gabbe. 

44.  O  tonge,  alias  I  so  often  here-biforn 
Hastow  made  many  a  lady  bright  of  hewe 
Seyd,  "welawey!  the  day  that  I  was  born!" 
And  many  a  maydes  sorwes  for  to  newe  ; 
And,  for  the  more  part,  al  is  untrewe  306 


That  men  of  yelpe,  and  it  were  brought 

to  preve ; 
Of  kinde  non  avauntoiir  is  to  leve. 

45.  Avauntour  and  a  lyere,  al  is  on  ;    309 
As  thus:  I  pose,  a  womman  graunte  me 
Hir  love,  and  sej-th  that  other  wol  she  non. 
And  I  am  sworn  to  holden  it  secree. 
Anil  after  I  go  telle  it  two  or  three  ; 
Y-wis,  I  am  avauntour  at  the  leste. 

And  lyere,  for  I  breke  my  biheste.         315 

46.  Now  loke  thanne,  if  they  be  nought 
to  blarae, 

Swich  maner  folk  ;    what   shal  I  clepe 

hem,  what, 
That  hem  avaunte  of  wommen,  and  by 

name. 
That  never  yet  bihighte  hem  this  ne  that, 
Ne  knewe  hem  more  than  myai  olde  hat  ? 
No  wonder  is,  so  god  me  sende  hele,     321 
Though  wommen  drede  with  us  men  to 

dele. 

47.  I  sey  not  this  for  no  mistrust  of  yow, 
Ne  for  no  wj-s  man,  but  for  foles  nyce. 
And  for  the  harm  that  in  the  world  is 

now,  325 

As  wel  for  foly  ofte  as  for  malyce  ; 
For  wel  wot  I,  in  wyso  folk,  that  vyce 
No  womman  drat,  if  she  be  wel  avysed  ; 
For  w^yse  ben  by  foles  harm  chastysed. 

48.  But  now  to  purpos ;  leve  brother  dere. 
Have  al  this  thing  that  I  have  seyd  in 

minde,  331 

And  keep  thee  clos,  and  be  now  of  good 

chere. 
For  at  thy  day  thou  shalt  me  trewe  finde. 
I  shal  thy  proces  sette  in  swich  a  kinde, 
And  god  to-forn,  that  it  shall  thee  suffyse. 
For  it  shal  been  right  as  thou  wolt  de- 

vyse.  336 

49.  For  wel  I  woot,   thou  menest  wel, 
parde  ;  " 

Therfore  I  dar  this  fully  undertake. 
Thou  wost  eek  what  thy  lady  graunted 

thee, 
And  day  is  set,  the  chartres  up  to  make. 
Have  now  good  night,  I  may  no  lenger 

wake ;  341 
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And  bid  for  me,  sin  tlion  art  now  in  blisse, 
Tliat  god  me  sende  deeth  or  sone  lisse.' 

50.  Who  mighte  telle  half  the  joye  or  feste 
■Wliich  that  the  sowle  of  Troilns  thofelte, 
Heringc  th'efiect  of  Pandarus  biheste?  346 
His  olde  wo,  that  made  his  herte  swelte, 
<Tan  tho  for  joj-e  wasten  and  to-melte, 
And  al  the  richesse  of  his  sykes  sore 

At  ones  fledde,  he  felte  of  hem  no  more. 

51.  But  right  so  as  these  holtes  and  these 
hayes,  351 

That  lian  in  winter  dede  heen  and  dreye, 
Revcsten  hem  in  grene,  whan  that  May  is, 
Whan  every  Insty  Ij-keth  best  to  pleye : 
Bight  in  that  selve  wyse,  sooth  to  seye,  355 
Wex  sodeynliche  his  herte  fal  of  joye, 
Tliat  gladder  was  ther  never  man  in  Troye. 

62.  And  gan  his  look  on   Pandarus   up 

caste 
Fnl  sobrely,  and  frendly  for  to  see,        359 
And  seyde,  '  freend,  in  Aprille  the  laste. 
As  welthou  wost,  if  it  remembre  thee. 
How  neigh  the  deeth  for  wo  tliou  fouude 

rne  ; 
And  how  thou  didest  al  thy  bisinesse 
To  knowe  of  me  the  cause  of  my  distresse. 

53.  Thou  wost  how  longe  I  it  for-har  to 
seye  365 

To  thee,  that  art  the  man  that  I  best 

triste  ; 
And  peril  was  it  noon  to  thee  hy-wreye. 
That  wiste  I  wel ;  but  tel  me,  if  thee  liste, 
Sith  I  so  looth  was  tliat  thy-self  it  wiste, 
How  dorste  I  mo  tellen  of  this  matere,  370 
Tliat  quake  now,  and  no  wight  may  us 

here? 

54.  But  natheles,  by  that  god  I  thee  swere. 
That,    as   him   list,    may  al   this   world 

goveme, 
And,  if  I  lye,  Achilles  with  his  spere 
Myn  herte  cleve,  al  were  my  lyf  eterne, 
As  I  am  mortal,  if  I  late  or  yerne  376 

WdMe  it  hiwreye,  or  dorste,   or  sholde 

r-onne, 
For  al  the   good   that  god  made  under 

Sonne ; 


55.  That  rather  deye  I  wolde,  and   de« 
termyne, 

As  thinketh  me,  now  stokked  in  presoiui. 
In  wrecchednesse,  in  filthe,  and  in  vcr- 

myne,  381 

Ca5rtif  to  cruel  king  Agamenoun  ; 
And  this,   in  alle   the  temples  of    this 

toun. 
Upon  the  goddes  alle,  I  wol  thee  swere, 
To-morwe  day,  if  that  thee  lyketh  here.  385 

56.  And  that  thou  hast  so  muche  y-doon 

for  me. 
That  I  ne  may  it  never-more  deserve, 
This  knowe  I  wel,  al  mighte  I  now  for 

thee 
A  thousand  tymes  on  a  morwen  starve, 
I  can  no  more,  but  that  I  wol  thee  serve 
Eight    as    thy    sclave,    whider-so    thou 

wende,  391 

For  ever-more,  un-to  my  lyves  ende  ! 

57.  But  here,  with  al  myn  herte,  I  thee 
biseche, 

That  never  in  me  thou  deme  swich  folye 
As  I   shal   seyn  ;    me   thoughte,   by  thy 

speche,  395 

Tliat  this,  which  thou  me  dost  for  coni- 

panye, 
I  sholde  wene  it  were  a  bauderye  ; 
I  am  nought  wood,  al-if  I  lewcd  be  ; 
It  is  not  so,  that  woot  I  wel,  pardee. 

58.  But  he  that  goth,   for  gold   or  for 
richesse,  400 

On  swich  message,  calle  him  what  thee 

list ; 
And  this  that  thou  dost,  calle  it  gentilesse, 
Compassioun,  and  felawship,  and  trist ; 
Departe  it  so,  for  wyde-where  is  wist 
How  that  there  is  dyversitee  requer(  d  40, 
Bitwixen  thingcs  lyke,  as  I  bave  lered. 

59.  And,    th.at    thoi\    knowe    I    thenke 
nought  no  wene 

That  this  servyso  .a  shame  be  or  jape, 
I  have  my  faire  snster  Polixene, 
Cassandre,  Eleyne,  or  any  of  the  frape  ; 
Bo  she  never  so  faire  or  wel  y-shape,    411 
Tel  me,  which  thou  wilt  of  everichone, 
To  han  for  thyn,  and  lat  me  thanne  allone. 
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60.  But  sin  that  thou  liast  dou  me  this 
se^^•J•se,  414 

Mj'  Ij'f  to  save,  and  for  noon  liope  of  mede, 
So,  for  the  love  of  god,  this  grete  emprj-se 
Parforme  it  out ;  for  now  is  moste  nede. 
For  high  and  low,  with-outen  any  drede, 
I  wol  alwey  thyne  hestes  alle  kepe  ; 
Have  now  good  night,  and  lat  ixs  bothe 
slepe.'  420 

61.  Thus  held   him  ech  with  other  wel 
apayed. 

That    al    the  world    ne    mighte    it    bet 

amende  ; 
Antl,   on  the    morwe,   whan   they  were 

arayed, 
Ech  to  his  owene  nedes  gan  entende. 
But  Troilus,  though  as  the  fjT  he  brende 
For  sharp  desyr  of  hope  and  of  plesaxince, 
He  not  for-gat  his  gode  govemaunce.   427 

62.  But   in  him-self  with  nianhod    gan 
restreyne 

Ech  rakel  dede  and  ech  unbrydled  chere. 
That  alle  tho  that  liven,  sooth  to  seyne, 
Ne  sholde  han  wist,  by  word  or  by  manere, 
What  that  he  mente,   as  touching  this 
matere.  4^2 

From  every  wight  as  fer  as  is  the  cloude 
He  was,  so  wel  dissimulen  he  coude. 

63.  And  al  the  whyl  which  that  I  yow 
de\'yse,  435 

Tliis  was  his  lyf ;  with  al  his  fulle  might, 
B,\-  day  he  was  in  Martes  high  serv.vse. 
This  is  to  seyn,  in  armes  as  a  knight ; 
And  for  the  more  part,  the  longe  night 
He  lay,  and  thoughte  how  that  he  mighte 
serve  440 

His  lady  best,  hir  thank  for  to  deserve. 

64.  Nil  I  nought  swere,  al-though  he  lay 
softe. 

That   in  his   thought   he   nas   sumwhat 

disesed, 
Ne  that  he  tornede  on  his  jnlwes  ofte. 
And  wolde  of  that  him  missed  han  ben 

sesed ;  445 

Biit  in  swich  cas  man  is  nought  alwey 

plesed. 
For  ought  I  wot,  no  more  than  was  he  ; 
That  can  I  deme  of  possibilitee. 


6.5.  But  certeyn  is,  to  purjios  for  to  go, 
That    in    this   whyle.    as   writen    is    in 
geste,  450 

He  say  his  lad3-  som-tyme  ;  and  also 
She  witli  him  spak,  whan  that  she  dorste 

or  leste. 
And  by  hir  bothe  avj-s,  as  was  the  beste, 
Apoj-nteden  ful  warly  in  this  nede, 
So  as  they  dorste,  how  they  wolde  pro- 
cede.  455 

66.  But  it  was  spoken  in  so  short  a  wyse, 
In  swich  awayt  alwey,  and  in  swich  fere, 
Lest  any  wyght  divj-nen  or  devyse 
Wolde  of  hem  two,  or  to  it  leye  an  ere. 
That  al  this   world  so   leef  to  hem   ne 

were  460 

As  that  Cupido  wolde  hem  grace  sende 
To  maken  of  hir  speche  aright  an  ende. 

67.  But  thilke  litel  that  they  speke  or 
wroughte,  ) 

His  wyse  goost  took  ay  of  al  swich  hede, 
It  semed  hir,  he  wiste  that  she  thoughte 
With-outen  word,  so  that  it  was  no  nede 
To  bidde  him  ought  to  done,   or  ought 

forbede  ;  467 

For  whicli   she   thoughte   that    love,    al 

come  it  late, 
Of  alle  joye  hadde  opned  hir  the  yate. 

68.  And    shortly   of    this   proces    for   to 
pace,  470  ■ 

So  wel  his  werk  and  wordes  he  bisette, 
That  he  so  ftil  stood  in  his  lady  grace, 
Tliat  twenty  thousand  tymes,  or  she  lette. 
She  thonked  god    she    ever    with    him 

mette ; 
So  coude  he  him  governe  in  swich  ser- 

vyse,  475 

That   al   tho    world    ne    mighte    it    bet 

devyse. 

69.  For- why  she  fond  him  so  discreet  in  al, 
So  secret,  and  of  swich  obdisaunce, 
That  wel  she  felte  he  was  to  hir  a  wal 
Of  steel,    and  sheld  from  every  disple- 

saitnce ;  480 

That,  to  ben  in  his  gode  governaunce, 
So  wys  he  was,  she  was  no  more  afered, 
I  mene,  as  fer  as  ought©  ben  requered. 
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TO.  And  Pandarus,  to  qnike  alwey  the  fyr, 
Was  ever  y-lyke  prest  and  diligent ;     485 
To  ose  his  frend  was  set  al  his  desyr. 
He  shoof  ay  on,  he  to  and  fro  was  sent ; 
He  lettres  bar  whan  Troilus  was  absent. 
That  never  man,  as  in  his  freendes  nede, 
Xe  bar    him    bet    than    he,    with-oiiten 
drede.  490 

71.  But  now,  paraunter,  som  man  wayten 
wolde 

That  every  word,  or  sonde,   or  look,  or 

chere 
Of  Troilus  that  I  rehersen  sholde. 
In  al  this  whyle,  un-to  his  lady  dere  ; 
I   trowe    it   were   a  long    thing    for    to 

here ;  495 

Or  of  what  wight  that  stant  in  swicli  dis- 

joynte. 
His  wordes  alle,  or  every  look,  to  poynte. 

72.  For  sothe,  I  have  not  herd  it  doon  er 

this. 
In  storye  noon,  ne  no  man  here,  I  wene  ; 
And  though  I  wolde  I  coude  not,  y-wis  ; 
For  ther  was  som  epistel  henn  bitwene,  501 
That  wolde,  as   seyth   myn   auctor,  wel 

contene 
Keigh  half  this  book,  of  which  him  list 

not  wryte  ; 
How  sholde  I  thanne  a  Ij'ne  of  it  endyte  ? 

73.  But  to  the  grete  effect :  than  sey  I 
thus,  505 

That  stonding  in  concord  and  in  quiete 
Thise  ilke  two,  Criseyde  and  Troilus, 
As  I  have  told,  and  in  this  tyme  swete, 
Save  only  often  mighte  they  not  met«, 
Ne  layser  have  hir  speches  to  fulfelle,    510 
That  it  befel  right  as  I  shal  yow  telle, 

74.  That   Pandarus,   that   ever  dide   his 
might 

Eight  for  the  fyn  that  I  shal  spekc  of 

here, 
As  for  to  brings  to  his  hous  som  night 
His  faire  nece,  and  Troilus  y-fero,         515 
Wher-as  at  leyser  al  this  heigh  matere, 
Touching  hir  love,  were  at  the  fulle  up- 

bounde, 
Hadde  out  of  doute  a  tyme  to  it  founde. 


7.5.  For  he  with  greet  deliberacioun 
Hadde  every  thing   that   her-to  miglite 

avaj'le  520 

Forn-cast,  and  put  in  execucionn. 
And  neither  laft  for  cost  ne  for  travayle ; 
Come  if  hem  lest,  hem  sholde  no-thing 

fayle  ; 
And  for  to  been  in  ought  espyed  there, 
That,  wiste  he  wel,  an  inpossible  were. 

76.  Dredelees,  it  cleer  was  in  the  wind 
Of  every  pye  and  every  lette-game  ;       537 
Now  al  is  wel,  for  al  the  world  is  blind 
In  this  matere,  bothe  fremed  and  tame. 
This  timber  is  al  redy  up  to  frame;       530 
Us  lakketh  nought  but  that  we  witeii 

wolde 
A  certein  houre,  in  whiche  she  comen 
sholde. 

77.  And  Troilus,  that  al  this  purvej'aunce 
Knew  at  the  fulle,  and  waytede  on  it  ay, 
Hadde   here-up-on   eek   made  gret  orde- 

naunce,  5^5 

And  founde  his  cause,  and  ther-to  his 

aray. 
If  that  he  were  missed,  night  or  day, 
Ther-whyle  he  was  aboute  this  servyse. 
That  he  was  goon  to  doon  his  sacrifyse, 

78.  And  moste  at  swioh  a  temple  alone 
wake,  540 

Answered  of  Appollo  for  to  be  ; 

And  first,  to  seen  the  holy  laurer  quake, 

Er  that  Apollo  spak  out  of  the  tree. 

To  telle  him  next  whan  Grekes  sholden 

flee; 
And  fortliy  lette  him  no  man,  god  for- 

bede,  545 

But  preye  Apollo  helpen  in  this  nede. 

79.  Xow  is  ther  litel  more  for  to  done, 
Hut  Pandare  up,  and  shortly  for  to  seyne, 
Kight  sone  upon  the  chaunging  of  the 

mone. 
Whan  lightles  is  the  world  a  night  or 

tweyne,  550 

And  that  the  welken  shoop  him  for  to 

reyne, 
He  streight    a-morwo    un-to    his     nece 

wente  ; 
Ye  han  wel  herd  the  fyn  of  his  entente. 
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80.  Whan  lie  was  come,  lie  gsm  anoon  to 
pleye 

.4.3  he  was  wont,  and  of  liim-self  to  jape  ; 
And  fynally,  he  swor  and  gan  liir  seye,  556 
By  this  and  that,   she  sholde  him  not 

escape, 
Xe  lenger  doon  him  after  hir  to  gape  ; 
But  corteynly  slie  nioste,  by  hir  leve, 
Come  soupen  in  his  hous  with   him  at 

eve.  561) 

81.  At  whiche  she  lough,  and  gan  hir 
faste  excuse. 

And  scyde,  •  it  rayneth  ;  lo,  Jiow  sliolde 

I  goon  ? ' 
'  Lat  be,'  quod  he,  '  ne  stond  not  thug  to 

muse ; 
Tliis  moot  be  d<x>n,  j-e  shal  be  ther  anoon.' 
So  at  the  laste  her-of  they  felle  at  oon,  565 
Or  elles,  softe  he  swor  hir  in  hir  ere, 
He  nolde  never  come  ther  she  were. 

82.  Sone  after  this,  to  him  she  gan  to 
rowne, 

And  asked  him  if  Troilus  were  there  ? 
He  swor  hir,   'nay,    for  he  was  out   of 

towne,'  570 

And  seyde,  '  nece,  I  pose  tliat  he  were, 
Yow  -f-thurfte  never  liave  tlie  more  I'ere. 
For  ratlier  than  men  mighte  him  ther 

aspye, 
Me  were  lever  a  thousand-fold  to  dye.' 

83  Nought  list  mj-n  anctor  fully  to 
declare  575 

WTiat  that  she  thoughte  whan  he  seyde 
so, 

That  Troilus  was  out  of  town  y-fare, 

As  if  lie  sej-de  ther-of  sootli  or  no  ; 

But  that,  with-outcawayt,  with  liim  to  go, 

She  graunted  him,  sitli  he  hir  that  bi- 
soughte,  580 

And,  as  his  nece,  obeyed  as  hir  oughte 

84.  But  nathelees,  yet  gan  she  him  bi- 

seche, 
Al-though  with  him  to  goon  it  was  no  fere. 
For  to  be  war  of  goosisli  peples  siieche. 
That  dremen  thinges  whiche  that  never 

were,  585 

And  wel  avyse  him  whom  he  broughte 

there ; 


And  scyde  him,  '  eem,  sin  I  mot  on  yow 

triste, 
Loke  al  be  wel,  and  do  now  as  yow  liste.' 

85.  He  swor  hir,  '  yis,  by  stokkes  and  by 
stones, 

And  by  the  goddes  that  in  hevene  dwelle, 
Or  elles  were  liim  lever,  soule  and  bones, 
With  Pluto  king  asdepe  been  in  helle  592 
As  Tantalus  ! '  What  sholde  I  more  telle  ? 
Whan  al  was  wel,  he  roos  and  took  his 

levc. 
And  she  to  souper  com,  whan  it  was  eve, 

86.  With  accrtayn  of  hirowene  men,  596 
And  with  hir  faire  nece  Antigone, 
And  othere  of  hir  wommen  nyne  or  ten  ; 
But  who  was  glad  now,  who,  as  trowe  ye, 
But  Troilus,   that   stood   and   mighte  it 

see  600 

Thurgh-out  a  lit«l  windowe  in  a  stewe, 
Ther  he   bishet,    sin  midnight,   was    in 

mewe, 

87.  Unwist  of  every  wight  biit  of  Pandare? 
But  to  the  poynt ;    now  whan  she  was 

y-come 
With  alle  joye,  and  alle  frendes  fare,     605 
Hir  eem  anoon  in  amies  hath  hir  nome, 
And  after  to  the  souper,  alle  and  some, 
Whan  tyme  was,  ful  softe  they  hem  sette : 
God  wot,  ther  was  no  deyntee  for  to  fette. 

"8.  And   after    souper    gonnen    they   to 
I  ryse,  6io 

;  At  cse  wel,  with  hertes  fresshe  and  glade, 
'  And  wel  was  him  that  coude  best  devyse 
I  To  lyken  hir,  or  that  hir  laughen  made. 
He   song ;   she  pieyde  ;    he  tolde  tale  of 

Wade. 
But  at   the  laste,   as   everj*   thing  hath 
ende,  615 

She  took  hir  leve,  and  nedes  wolde  wende. 

I 

89,  But  O,  Fortune,  executrice  of  wierdes, 

O  influences  of  tliise  hevenes  live  ! 
;   Soth   is,   that,   under  god,   ye    ben    our 
I  hierdes. 

Though    to    us    bestes    been   the   causes 
wrye.  620 

This  mcnc  I  now,  for  she  gan  hoohiward 
I  hye. 
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But  execiit  was  al  bisyde  hir  leve, 
At  the  goddes  wil ;  for  which  she  moste 
bleve. 

90.  The  bente  mone  with  hir  homes  pale, 
Saturue.    and    Jove,    in    Cancro    joyned 

were,  625 

Tliat  swifh  a  rayn  from  herene  gan  avale, 
That  everj-  mauer  wommanthat  was  there 
Hadde  of  that  smoky  reyn  a  verray  fere  ; 
At  which  Pandare  tho  lough,  and  seyde 

thenne, 
'  Xow  were  it  tyme  a  lady  to  go  henne !  630 

91.  But  goode  nece,  if  I  mighte  ever  plese 
Yow  any-thing,  than  prey  I  yow,'  quod  he, 
'  To  doou  myn  herte  as  now  so  greet  an 

ese 
As  fortodwelle  here  al  this  night  withme, 
For-why  this  is  your  owene  hous,  pardee. 
For.  by  my  trouthe,  I  sey  it  nought  a- 

game,  636 

To  wende  as  now,  it  were  to  rue  a  shame.' 

92.  Criseyde,  whiche  that  coude  as  muche 
good 

As  half  a  world,  tok  hede  of  his  preyere  ; 
And  sin  it  ron,  and  al  was  on  a  flood,  640 
.She  thoughte,  as  good  chep  may  I  dwellen 

here, 
And   graimte  it  gladly  with  a  freendes 

chere, 
And  ha^■e  a  thank,  as  grucche  and  thanne 

abyde ; 
For  hoom  to  goon   it   may   nought   wel 

bityde. 

93.  '  I  wol,'  quod  she,   '  mj-n  uncle  leef 
and  dere,  645 

Sin  that  y(jw  list,  it  skile  is  to  be  so  ; 
I  am  right  glad  with  yow  to  dwellen  here  ; 
I  seyde  but  a-game,  I  wolde  go.' 
'  Y-wis,    graunt  mercy,    nece  ! '    quod  he 
tho :  649 

'  Were  it  a  game  or  no,  soth  for  to  telle. 
Now  am  I  glad,  sin  that  yow  list  to  dwelle.' 

94.  Thus  al  is  wel  ;  but  tho  bigan  aright 
The  newe  joye,  and  al  the  feste  agaj'n  ; 
But  Pandarus,  if  goodly  haddo  he  might, 
He  wolde  han  hyed  hir  to  beddo  fajTi,  655 
And  seyde,  '  lord,  this  is  an  huge  rayn  ! 


This  were  a  weder  for  to  slepen  inne  ; 
And  that  I  rede  us  sone  to  biginne, 

95,  And  nece,  woot  ye  wher  I  wol  yow 
leye,  659 

For  that  we  shul  not  liggen  fer  asonder. 
And  for  ye  neither  sliuUen,  dar  I  seye, 
Heren  noise  of  reynes  nor  of  thonder  ? 
By  god,  right  in  my  lyte  closet  yondei". 
And  I  wol  in  that  outer  hous  allone 
Be  wardeyn  of  your  wommen  everichonc, 

96,  And  in  this  middel  chaumbre  that  ye 
see  666 

Shul  j'oure  wommen  slepen  wel  and  softe ; 
And  ther  I  seyde  shal  your-selve  be  ; 
And  if  ye  liggen  wel  to-night,  com  ofte. 
And  careth  not  what  weder  is  on-lofte,  670 
The  wyn  anon,   and  whan  so  that  yow 

leste, 
So  go  we  slepe,  I  trowe  it  be  the  beste,' 

97,  Ther  nis  no  more,  but  here-after  sone. 
The  voyde   dronke,   and    travers    drawe 

anon, 
Gan  every  wight,  that  hadde  nought  to 

done  675 

More  in  that  place,  out  of  the  chaumber 

gon. 
And  ever-mo  so  sternelich  it  ron. 
And  blew  ther-with  so  wonderlicheloudr, 
That  wel  neigh  no  man  heren  other  coude, 

98,  Tho  Pandarus,  hir  eem,  right  as  him 
oughte,  68<) 

With  women   swiche  as  were  hir  most 

about  e, 
Fnl    glad    un-to    hir     beddes    syde    hir 

broughte. 
And  took  his  leve,  and  gan  ful  lowe  loute, 
And  seyde,  '  here  at  this  closet-dore  with- 

oute, 
Right  over-thwart,  your  wommen  liggen 

alle,  685 

That,   whom  yow  liste  of  hem,  ye  may 

here  calle.' 

99,  So  whan  that  she  was  in  the  closet 
leyd, 

And    alio   hir    wommen   forth   by   orde- 

naunce 
A-bedde  weren,  ther  as  I  have  seyd, 
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There  was  no  niuru    to   skjppen   nor  to 
traimce,  690 

But  boden  go  to  bedde,  with  mischavuice, 
If  any  wight  was  steringe  any-whore, 
And  hite  hem  slepc  that  a-bedde  were. 

100.  But  Pandanis,  that  wel  coude  eche 
a  del 

The  olde  daunce,  and  everj-  poynt  thcr- 

inne",  695 

Whan  that  he  sey  that  allc  thing  was  wel, 

He   thoughts   he   wolde  up-on  his  werk 

biginne, 
And  gan  the  stewe-dore  al  softe  un-pinne, 
And   stillo   as   stoon,  with-outen   leuger 

lette, 
By  Troilus  a-doun  right  he  him  sette.   700 

101.  And,  shortly  to  the  poynt  right  for 
to  gon. 

Of  al  this  werk  he  tolde  him  word  and 

ende. 
And  seyde,  '  make  thee  redy  right  anon, 
For  thou  shalt  in-to  hevene  blisse  wendc' 
'  Now    blisful    Venus,    thou    me    grace 

sende, '  705 

Quod  Troilus,  '  for  never  yet  no  nede 
•Hadde  I  er  now,  ne  halvendel  the  drede.' 

102.  Quod  Pandarus,  'ne  drede  thee  never 
a  del, 

For  it  shal  been  right  as  thou  wilt  desyre  ; 
So  thryve  I,   this  night  shal  I  make  it 

wel,  710 

Or  casten  al  the  gruwel  in  the  fyre.' 
'  Yit  blisful  Venus,  this  night  thou  me 

enspjre,' 
Quod  Troilus,  'as  wis  as  I  thee  serve. 
And  ever  bet  and  bet  shal,  til  I  sterve. 

103.  And   if  I   hadde,    O   Venus    ful    of 
niirthe,  715 

Aspectes  badde  of  Mars  or  of  Saturne, 
Or  thou  combust  or  let  were  in  my  birthe. 
Thy  fader  pray  al  thilke  harni  clisturne 
Of  grace,    and    that    I    glad    ayeiu    may 

turne. 
For  love  of  him   thou   lovedest   in   the 

shawe,  7io 

I  meue  Adoou,  that  with  the  boor  was 

slawe. 


104.  O   Jo^-e   eek,    ibr   the   love   of  faire 
Europe, 

The  whiche  in  forme  of  bole  away  thou 

fette  ; 
Now  help,  O  Mars,  thou  with  thy  blody 

cope. 
For  love  of  Cipris,  thou  me  nought  ne 

lette ;  725 

O  Phebus,  thenk  whan  Dane  hir-selven 

shette  <P«»^r*-^A^ 

Under  the  bark,  and  laurer  wex  for  drede, 
Yet  for  hir  love,  O  help  now  at  this  nede  ! 

105.  Mercurie,  for  the  love  of  Hierse  eke,  /»^7^,^ 
For    which    Pallas    was   with    Aglauros 

wrooth,  73a 

Now  help,  and  eek  Diane,  I  thee  biseke, 
That  this  viage  be  not  to  thee  looth. 
O  fatal  sustren,  which,  er  any  clooth 
Me  shapen  was,  my  desten^  me  sponne. 
So  helpeth  to  this  werk  that  is  bi-gonne ! ' 

106.  Quod     Pandarus,    '  thou    wrecched 
mouses  herte,  736 

Art  thou  agast  so  that  she  wol  thee  byte  ? 
"Why,   don   this  furred  cloke  up-on  thy 

shertp, 
And  folowe  me,  for  I  wol  han  the  wj-te  ; 
But  byd,  and  lat  me  go  bifore  a  lyte.'    740 
And   with   that   word  he   gan    un-do    a 

trappe, 
And  Troilus  he  broughte  in  by  the  lappe. 

107.  The    sterne   wind   so   loude  gan  to 
route 

That  no  wight  other  noyse  mighte  here  ; 
And  they  that  layen  at  the  dore  with- 
oute,  745 

Ful  sikerly  they  slepten  alle  y-fere  ; 
And  Pandarus,  with  a  ful  sobre  chere, 
Goth  to  the  dore  anon  with-outen  lette, 
Ther-as  they  laye,  and  softely  it  shette. 

108.  And  as  he  com  ayeinward  prively, 
His  nece  awook,   and  asked  '  who  goth 

there?'  751 

'  My  dere  nece,'  quod  he,  '  it  am  I ; 
Ne  wondreth  not,  ne  have  of  it  no  fere  ; ' 
And  ner  he  com,  and  seyde  hir  in  hir  ere, 
'  No  word,  for  love  of  god  I  yow  biseche  ; 
Lat   no   wight   rj'se    and    heren   of   our 

speche.'  756 
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109.  '  Wliat !   whicli  wey  he  ye   comen, 
In-ned  icitfi  f ' 

Qtiod  she,  '  and  how  thus  uiiwist  of  hem 

alle?' 
'  Here  at  this  secreetrappe-dore,'  qxiod  he. 
(iaod  tho  Criseyde,   'lat  me  som  wight 

ealle.'  7^'o 

'Ey  !  god  forhede  that  it  sholde  falle,' 
Qnod    Pandarns,    'that    ye    swich    foly 

wroughte ! 
They  mighte  deme  thing  they  never  er 

thoughte  ! 

1 10.  It  is  nought  good  a  sleping  hovind  to 
wake, 

Ne  yeve  a  wight  a  cause  to  devyne  ;  765 
Your  wommen  slepeii  alle,  I  under-take, 
>So  that,  for  hem,  the  hoiis  men  mighte 

mjaie  ; 
And  slepen  wolen  til  the  sonne  shyne. 
And  whan  my  tale  al  brought  is  to  an 

ende, 
Unwist,  right  as  I  com,  so  wol  I  wende. 

111.  Now  nece  myn,  ye  shul  wel  under- 
stonde,'  771 

Quod  he,  '  so  as  ye  wommen  demen  alle, 
That  for  to  holde  in  love  a  man  in  honde, 
And  him  hir  "leaf"  and  "dere  lierte " 

calle, 
And  maken  him  an  howve  above  a  calle, 
I  mene,  as  love  an  other  in  this  whyle,   776 
.She  doth  hir-self  a  shame,  and  him  a  gyle. 

112.  Now  wherby  that  I  telle  yow  al  this  ? 
Ye  woot  your-self,  as  wel  as  an3'  wight, 
How  that  your  love  al  fully  graunted  is 
To  Troilus,  the  worthieste  knight,         781 
Oon  of  tliis  world,   and  ther-to  trouthe 

plyght. 
That,  but  it  were  on  him  along,  ye  in)lde 
Him  never  falsen,  whyl  ye  liven  sholde. 

113.  Now  stant  it  thus,  that  sith  I  fro 
yow  wente,  785 

This  Troilus,  right  platly  for  to  seyn, 
Is  thurgh  a  goter,  by  a  privfe  wente, 
In-to  my  chaumbre  come  in  al  this  reyn, 
TJnwist  of  every  manor  wight,  certeyn, 
(Save  of  my-self,  as  wisly  have  I  joye,    yijo 
And  by  that  feith  I  shal  Pryam  of  Troye  ! 


114.  And  he  is  come  in  swich  peyne  and 
distresse 

That,  but  he  be  al  fully  wood  by  this. 
He  sodeynly  mot  falle  iu-to  wodnesse, 
But-if  god  helpe  ;  and  cause  why  this  is, 
He  seyth  him  told  is,  of  a  freend  of  his. 
How  that  ye  sholde  love  oon  that  hatte 

Horaste,  797 

For  sorwB  of  which  this  night  shalt  been 

his  laste.' 

115.  Criseyde,  which  that  al  this  wonder 
herde, 

G-an  sodeynly  aboute  hir  herte  colde,    iSoo 
And  with  a  syk  she  sorwfully  answerde, 
'  Alias  !  I  wende,  who-so  tales  tolde, 
My  dere  herte  wolde  rae  not  holde 
So  lightly  fals  !  alias  !  conceytes  wronge. 
What  harm  they  doon,  for  now  live  I  to 
longe .'  805 

116.  Horaste  !  alias  !  and  falsen  Troilus  ? 
I  knowe  him  not,  god  helpe  me  so,'  qviod 

she  ; 
'Alias  !    what   wikked  spirit  tolde   him 

thus  ? 
Now  certes,  eem,  to-morwe,  and  I  him  sec, 
T  shal  ther-of  as  ful  excusen  me  8io' 

As  ever  dide  womman,  if  him  lyke ' ; 
And  -ftdth  that  word  she  gan  ful  sore  syke. 

117.  'Ogod!'  quod  she,  '  so  worldly  seli- 
nesse, 

Wliich  clerkes  callen  fals  felicitec, 
Y-medled  is  with  many  a  bitternesse  !   815 
Ful  anguisshous  than  is,  god  woot,'  quod 

she, 
'  Condicioun  of  veyn  prosperitee  ; 
For  either  joyes  comen  nought  y-fere. 
Or  elles  no  wight  hath  hem  alwoy  here. 

118.  0  brotel  wele  of  mannes  joye    un- 
stable !  Sju 

With  what  wight  so  thou  be,  or  how  thou 

pleye. 
Either  he  woot  that  thou,  joye,  art  m\\- 

able. 
Or  woot  it  not,  it  moot  ben  oon  of  tweye  ; 
Now  if  he  woot  it  not,  how  may  he  seye 
That  he  hath  verray  joye  and  selinesse,  825 
That  is  of  ignoraunce  ay  in  derknesse  ? 
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119.  Now  if  lie  woot  that  joye  is  transi- 
torie, 

As  eveiy  joye  of  worldly  thing  mot  flee, 
Than  every  tj-me  he  that  hath  in  me- 

morie, 
The  clrede  of  losing  maketh  him  that  he 
May  in  no  parfit  selinesse  be.  831 

And  if  to  lese  his  joye  he  set  a  myte, 
Than  semeth   it   that  joye  is  worth  fnl 

lyte. 

120.  Wherfore    I    wol    deffyne    in    this 
niatere, 

That  trewely,  for  ought  I  can  espye,       835 
Ther  is  no  vernij'  wele  in  this  world  here. 
But  O,  thoii  wikked  serpent  Jalousj'e, 
Thou  niisbeleved  and  envious  folye, 
Why  hastow  Troilus  me  mad  untriste, 
That  never  yet  agilte  him,  that  I  wiste  ? ' 

121.  Quod  Pandarus,  'thus  fallen  is  this 
cas.'  841 

'  Why,  uncle  myn,'  quod  she,  '  who  tolde 

him  this  ? 
Why  doth  my  dere  herte  thus,  alias  ? ' 
'  Ye  woot.yenece  myn,' quodhe,  'what  is  ; 
I  hope  al  shal  be  wel  that  is  amis.         845 
For  ye  maj"  quenche  al  this,  if  that  yow 

leste, 
And  doth  right   so,   for   I  holde  it  the 

beste.' 

122.  '  So  shal  I  do  to-morwe,  j--wis,'  quod 
she, 

'And  god  to-forn,  so  that  it  shal  sufFyse.' 
'  To-morwe  ?  alias,  that  were  a  fayr,'  quod 

he,  850 

'  Nay,    naj-,   it   may  not  stonden  in  this 

wyse  ; 
For,  neco  myn,  thus  wrji;en  clerkes  wyse. 
That  peril  is  with  drecching  in  y-drawe  ; 
Nay,  swich  abodes  been  nought  worth  an 

hawe. 

123.  Nece,   al  tiling  hath   tynie,   I    dar 
avowe ;  855 

For  whan  a  chaiimber  a-fyr  is,  or  anhalle, 
Wel  more  nede  is,  it  sodeynly  rescowe 
Than  to  dispute,  and  axe  amonges  alle 
How  is  this  candel  in  the  straw  y-falle  ? 
A  I  benedicite  !  for  al  among  that  fare  860 
The  harm  is  doon,  and  fare-wel  feldefare  ! 


124.  And,  nece  myn,  ne  take  it  not  a- 
greef, 

If  that  ye  suffire  him  al  night  in  tliis  wo, 
God  help  me  so,  ye  hadde  him  never  leef, 
That  dar  I  seyn,   now  there  is   but  we 
two ;  865 

But  wel  I  woot,  that  ye  wol  not  do  so  ; 
Ye  been  to  wys  to  do  so  gret  folye, 
To  putte  his  lyf  al  night  in  jupartye.' 

125.  '  Hadde  I  him  never  leef  ?  By  god, 
I  wene 

Ye  hadde  never  thing  so  leef,'  quod  she. 
'  Now  by  my  thrift,'  quod  he,   '  that  shal 
be  sene  ;  871 

For,  sin  ye  make  this  ensample  of  me, 
If  I  al  night  wolde  him  in  sorwe  see 
For  al  the  tresour  in  the  toun  of  Troye, 
I  bidde  god,  I  never  mote  have  joye  !  •     875 

126.  Now  loke  thaune,  if  ye,  that  been 
his  love, 

Shul  putte  al  night  his  lyf  in  jupartye 
For  thing  of  nought  !     Now,  by  that  god 

above. 
Nought  only  this  delay  comth  of  folye, 
But  of  malyce,  if  that  I  shal  nought  lye. 
WTiat,  platly,  and  ye  suffre  him  in  dis- 

tresse,  881 

Ye  neither  bountee  doon  ne  gentilesse  ! ' 

127.  Quod  tho  Criseyde,  '  wole  ye  doon 
o  thing. 

And  ye  therwith  shal  stinte  al  his  disese  ; 
Have   here,   and   bereth  liim  this  blewe 

ring,  SS5 

For  ther  is  no-tliing  mighte  him  bettre 

plese, 
Save  I  my-self,  ne  more  his  herte  apese  ; 
And  sey  my  dere  herte,  that  his  sorwe 
Is  causeles,  that  shal  be  seen  to-morwe.' 

12s.  '  A  ring  ?  '  quod  he,  '  ye,  hasel^vjjd£3 
shaken !  890 

Ye,  nece  myu,  that  ring  moste  ban  a  stoon 

That  mighte  dede  men  alyve  maken  ; 

And  swich  a  ring,  trowe  I  that  ye  have 
•     noon. 

Discrecioun  out  of  your  heed  is  goon  ; 

That  fele  I  now,'  quod  he,  '  and  that  is 
routhc  ;  895 

O  tyme  y-lost,  wel  maystow  cursen 
slouthe  ! 
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129.  Wot  ye  not  wel  that  noble  and  heigh 

corage 
Ne  sorweth  not,  ne  stinteth  eek  for  lyte  ? 
But  if  a  fool  were  in  a  jalous  rage, 
I  nolde  setten  at  his  sorwe  a  mj-te,       900 
But  feffe  him  with  a  fewe  wordes  whyte 
Another  day,   whan  that  I  mighte  him 

finde  : 
But  this  thing  stont  al  in  another  kinde. 


130.  This  is  so  gentil  and  so  tendre  of 
herte, 

That  with  his  deeth  he  wol  his  sorwes 
wreke ;  9^? 

For  trusteth  wel,  how  sore  that  him 
snierte. 

He  wol  to  yow  no  jalouse  wordes  speke. 

And  for-t.hy,  nece,  er  that  Lis  herte  breke, 

So  spek  your-self  to  him  of  this  matere  ; 

For  with  o  word  ye  may  his  herte  stere. 

131.  Now  have  I  told  what  peril  he  is 
inne.  9" 

And  his  coming  uuwist  is  t'  every  wight ; 
Xe,  pardee,  harm  may  ther  be  noon  ne 

sinne; 
I  wol  my-self  be  v/ith  yow  al  this  night. 
Ye  knowe  eek  how  it  is  your  owne  knight, 
And  that,  by  right,  ye  moste  upon  him 

triste,  916 

And  I  al  prest  to  fecche.  him  whan  yow 

liste.' 

132.  This  accident  so  pitous  was  to  here. 
And  eek  so  lyk  a  sooth,  at  pryme  face. 
And  Troilus  hir  knight  to  hir  so  dere,   920 
His  priv6  coming,  and  the  siker  jilace, 
That,   though    that    she    dide    him    as 

thanne  a  grace, 
Considered  alle  thinges  as  they  stode. 
No  wonder  is,  sin  she  dide  al  for  gode. 

138.  Cryseyde  answerde,  '  as  wisly  god  at 
reste  9-'5 

My  sowle  bringe,  as  me  is  for  him  wo  ! 

And  eem,  y-wis,  fayn  wolde  I  doou  fke 
beste, 

If  that  I  hadde  grace  to  do  so. 

But  whether  that  ye  dwelle  or  for  him  go, 

I  am,  til  god  me  bettre  minde  sende,    9,^0 

At  dulcarnon,  right  at  my  wittes  ende.' 


134.  Quod  Paiadarus,  I '  ye,  nece,  wol  ye 

here  ? 
Dulcarnon      called      is    -"flerqingft of 

wrecches  "  ; 
It  semeth  hard,  for  MTecches  wol  not  lere 
For    verray    slouthe    or    othere    wilful 

tecches  ;  9,(5 

This  seyd  by  hem  that  be  not  worth  two 

fecches. 
But  J^e  ben  wys,   and  that  we  han  on 

honde 
Nis  neither  hard,  ne  skilful  to  withstonde.' 


135. 


quod  she,  '  doth  her- 


'  Thanne,  eem,' 

of  as  yow  list  ; 
But  er  he  come  I  wil  up  first  aryse  ;     940 
And,  for  the  love  of  god,  sin  al  my  trist 
Is  on  yow  two,  and  ye  hen  bothe  wyse- 
So  wircheth  now  in  so  discreet  a  ■\%-j'se> 
That  I  honour  may  have,  and  he  ples- 

aunce ; 
For  I  am  here  al  in  your  govemaunce.' 

136.  '  That   is  wel   seyd,'  qi\od   he,   '  my 
nece  dere,  94^' 

Ther   good   thrift   on   that   wyse    gentil 

herte ! 
But  liggeth  stille,  and  taketh  him  right 

here, 
It  nedeth  not  no  ferther  for  him  sterte  ; 
And  ech  of  yow  ese  otheres  sorwes  smerte, 
For  love    of   god ;    and,   Venus,   I   thee 

herie  ;  Qo' 

For  sone  hope  I  we  shulle  ben  alle  merie.' 

137.  This  Troilus  ful  sone  on  knees  him 
sette 

Ful  sobrely,  right  by  hir  beddes  heed, 
And  in  his  beste  wj'se  his  lady  grette ;  955 
But  lord,  so  she  wex  sodeynliche  reed  ! 
Ne,  though  men  sholden  smyten  of  hir 

heed, 
She  coude   noiight   a  word   a-right   oiit- 

bringc 
So  sodeynly,  for  his  sodejTi  cominge. 

138.  But  Pandarus,  that  so  wel  coude  fele 
In  every  thing,  to  pleye  auoon  Ijigan,  901 
And  seyde,  '  nece,  see  how  this  lord  can 

knele ! 
Now,  for  your  trouthe,  seeth  this  gentil 
man  I' 


\ 
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And  witli  that  word  lie  for  a  quisslien 

ran, 
And  seyde,  '  kneleth  now,  wliyl  that  yow 

leste,  965 

Ther  god   yotir    hertes    bringe    sone    at 

reste ! ' 

139.  Can  I  not  seyn,  for  she  bad  him  not 

ryse, 
If  sorwe  it  pntte  out  of  hir  remembraunce. 
Or  elles  if  she  toke  it  in  the  ■wj'se 
Of  duetee,  as  for  his  observaunce  ;         970 
But    wel    linde    I    she    dide    him    this 

plesaunce, 
That  she  him  kiste,  al-though  she  syked 

sore  ; 
And  bad  him  sitte  a-dounwith-outen  more. 

I-IO.  Quod   Pandarus,    '  now  wol  ye   wel 

biginne  ; 
Now  doth  him  sitte,  gode  nece  dere,      975 
Upon  your  beddes   syde  al   there  with- 

inne, 
That  ech  of  yow  the  bet  may  other  here.' 
And  with  that  word  he  drow  him  to  the 

fere, 
And  took  a  light,  and  fond  his  conten- 

aunce 
As  for  to  loke  up-on  an  old  romaunce.  980 

111.  Criseyde,  that  was  Troilus  lady  right, 
And  cleer  stood  on  a  ground  of  sikernesse, 
Al  thoughte  she,   hir  ser\-aunt  and   hir 

knight 
No  sholde  of  right  non  untrouthe  in  hir 

gesse,  984 

Yot  nathelees,  considered  his  distresse. 
And  that  love  is  in  cause  of  swich  folye, 
Thus  to  him  spak  she  of  his  jelousye  : 

142.  '  Lo,  herte  myn,  as  wolde  the  excel- 
lence 

Of  love,  ayeins  the  which  that  no  man 
may, 

Ne  oughte  eek  goodly  maken  resistence  ; 

And  eek  bj-cause  I  felte  wel  and  say    991 

Your  gretetrouthe,  and  ser^'yse  everj-day ; 

And  that  your  herte  al  myn  was,  sooth  to 
seyne, 

This  droof  me  for  to  rewe  up-on  your 
peyne. 


113.  And  your  goodnesse  have  I  founde 

alwey  yit,  995 

Of  whiche,   my   dere   herte   and  al   my 

knight, 
I  thonke  it  yow,  as  fer  as  I  have  wit, 
Al  can  I  nought  as  muche  as  it  wei'e  right ; 
And  I,    emforth   my  conninge   and    my 

might, 
Have  and   ay  shal,   how  sore    that  me 

smerte,  ux» 

Ben  to  yow  trewe  and  hool,  with  al  myn 

herte  ; 

111.  And  dredelees,  that  shal  be  founde 

at  preve. — 
But,  herte  myn,  what  al  this  is  to  seyne 
Shal  wel  be  told,  so  that  j-e  noght  yow 

greve, 
Though  I  to  yow  right  on  yoiir-seK  com- 

pleyne.  1005 

For  ther-with  mene  I  fj-nally  the  peyne, 
Tliat  halt  your  herte  and  myn  in  hevi- 

nesse, 
Fully  to  sleen,  and  every  wrong  redresse. 

115.  My  goode,  myn,   not  I  for-why  ne 

how 
That  Jalousye,  alias  !  that  wikked  wivere, 
Thus  causelees  is  cropen  in-to  yow  ;    loi  i 
The  harm  of  which  I  wolde  fayn  delivere  ! 
Alias  !  that  he,  al  hool,  or  of  him  slivere, 
.Shuld  have  his  refut  in  so  digne  a  place, 
Ther  Jove  him  sone  out  of  your  herte 

arace  !  1015 

146.  But  O,  thou  Jove,  O  axictor  of  nature, 
Is  this  an  honour  to  tli5-  deitee, 
Tliat  folk  uugiltif  suffren  here  injure, 
And  who  that  giltif  is,  al  quit  goth  he  ? 
O  were  it  leful  for  to  pleyne  on  thee,  1020 
That  undeserved  suffrest  jalousye, 
And  that  I  wolde  up-on  thee  pleyne  and 
crj-e  ! 

117.  Eek  al  my  wo  is  this,  that  folk  now 

usen 
To   seyn    right    thus,   ''je,  Jalousye    is 

Love  ! "  1024 

And  wolde  a  biisshel  venim  al  excusen, 
For  that  o  grejni  of  love  is  on  it  shove  ! 
But  that  wot  heighe  god  that  sit  above, 
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If  it  be  lyker  love,  or  hate,  or  grame  : 
Anil  after  that,  it  oughte  bere  his  name. 

14S.  But  certeyn  is,  som  maner  jalousye 
Is  excusable  more  than  som,  y-wis.      103 1 
As  whan  cause  is,  and  som  swich  fantasye 
With  pietee  so  wel  repressed  is, 
That  it  unnethe  dooth  or  scyth  amis, 
But  goodl.^-  drinketh  up  al  liis  distresse  ; 
And  that  excuse  I,  for  the  gentilesse.  1036 

149.  And  som  so  ful  of  furie  is  and  dospyt, 
Tliat  it  sourmounteth  his  repressioim  ; 
But  herte  myn,  ye  be  not  in  that  plyt. 
That  thanke    I    god,    for  whiche  your 

passioun  1040 

I  wol  not  calle  it  >)ut  illusioun, 
Of  habundaunce  of  love  and  bisy  cure. 
That  dooth  your  herte  this  disese  endure. 

150.  Of  •which  I  am  riglit  sory,  but  not 
■wrooth  ;  1044. 

But,  for  my  devoir  and  your  hertes  reste, 
Wher-so  yow  list,  bj'  ordal  or  by  00th, 
By  sort,  or  in  what  wj-se  so  3'ow  leste. 
For  love  of  god,  lat  preve  it  for  tiie  beste ! 
And  if  that  I  be  giltif,  do  me  deye,     1049 
Alias  I  what  miglite  I  more  doon  or  seye? ' 

151.  With  that  a  fewe  brighte  teres  newe 
Out  of  hir  eyen  fiUe,  and  thus  she  seyde, 

'  Now  god,  thou  wost,  in  thought  ne  dede 

untrewe 
To  Troilus  was  never  yet  Criseyde.' 
With  that  hir  heed  doun  in  the  bed  she 

leyde,  1055 

And  with  the  sliete  it  wreigh,  and  syghed 

sore. 
And  held  hir  pees ;  not  o  word  spak  she 

n\ore. 

l-">-.i.  But  now  help  god  to  quenchen  al 

tliis  sorwe. 
So  lioise  I  that  he  shal,  for  he  best  may ; 
For  I  have  seyn,  of  a  ful  misty  morwe  1060 
Folwen  ful  oftc  a  mery  someres  day  ; 
And  after  winter  folwetli  grene  May. 
Men  seen  alday,  and  reden  eek  in  stories, 
niat  after  sharpe  shouros  been  victories. 

153.  This  Troilus,    whan   he   hir  wordes 
herde,  1065 

Have  ye  no  care,  him  liste  not  to  slepe ; 


"Kg '>'-^°  >•  -^^ 


For  it  thoughte  him  ik|  strokes  of  a  j-erde 
To  here  or  seen  Criseyde  his  lady  wopo  ; 
But  wel  he  felte  aboute  his  herte  crepe, 
For  every  teer   which   that  Criseyde  a- 

sterte,  io;(i 

The  crampe  of  deetli,  to  streyne  him  1  py 

the  herte. 

154.  And  in  his  minde  he  gan  the  tyme 
acurse 

That  he  cam  there,  and  that  he  was  born ; 
For  now  is  wikke  y-tumed  in-to  worse. 
And  al  that  labour  he  hath  doon  biforn, 
He  wende  it  lost,  he  thoughte  he  nas  bub 

lorn.  1076 

'  O  Pandaru.<?,'  thoughte  he,   '  alias  !    thy 

wyle 
Serveth    of   nought,     so    weylawey    the 

whyle  ! ' 

155.  And  therwithal  he  heng  a-doun  the 
heed. 

And  fil  on  knees,  and  sorwfully  he  sighte  ; 
What  mighte  he  seyn  ?  he  felte  he  nas 

bi\t  deed,  loSi 

For  wrooth  v/as  she  that  shulde  his  sorwes 

lighte. 
Biit   nathelees,    whan    that    he    speken 

mighte. 
Than  seyde  he  thus,   '  god  woot,  that  of 

this  game. 
Whan  al  is  wist,  than  am  I  not  to  blame  ! ' 

156.  Ther-with   the   sorwe   so   his   herte 
shette,  1086 

That  from  his  eyen  iil  ther  not  a  tere, 
And  every  spirit  his  vigour  in-knette, 
So  they  astoned  and  oppressed  were. 
The  feling  of  his  sorwe,  or  of  his  fere,  1090 
Or  of  ought  ellcR,  fled  was  out  of  towne  ; 
And  doun  he  fel  al  sodeynly  a-swowne. 

157.  This  was  no  litel  sorwe  for  to  see  ; 
But  al  was  hust,  and  Pandare  up  as  faste, 
'  O  nece,  pees,  or  we  be  lost,'  quod  he,  1095 
'  Beth  nought  agast ;'  but  certeyn,  at  the 

laste. 
For  this  or  that,  he  in-to  bedde  him  caste, 
And   sej-de,   '  O  theef,   is  this  a  mannes 

herte  ? ' 
And  of  he  rente  al  to  his  bare  sherte  ; 
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158.  And  seydo,  '  iioee,  but  ye  lielpo  lis 
now,  I KX) 

Alias,  your  ovme  Troilus  is  lorn  ! ' 
'  Y-wis,  so  wolde  I,  and  I  wiste  how, 
Fill  fayn,'  quod  she  ;  '  alias  !  that  I  was 

born  ! ' 
'  Ye,  nece,  wol  ye  pullen  out  the  thorn 
That  stiketh  in  his  herte ? '  quod  Pandare ; 
'  Sey  "al  Ibryeve,"  and  stint  is  al  this 

fare!'  1106 

159.  '  Ye,  that  to  uie,'  quod  she,  '  ful 
lever  were 

Than  al  the  good  the  sonne  aboute  gooth ' ; 
And  therwith-al  she  swoor  him  in  his  ere, 
'  Y-wis,   my   dere    herte,    I    am    nought 

wrooth,  mo 

Have  here  my  trouthe  aud  many  another 

ooth  ; 
Now  speek  to  me,  for  it  am  I,  Criseyde  ! ' 
But  al  for  nought  ;   yet  mighte  he  not 

a-breyde. 

160.  Therwith  his  pons  and  iDawnies  of 
his  hondes 

They  gan  to  frote,  and  wete  his  temples 
tweyne,  11 15 

And,  to  deliveren  him  from  bittre  boudes, 

She  ofte  him  kiste  ;  and,  shortly  for  to 
seyne, 

Him  to  revolcen  she  dide  al  hir  peyne. 

And  at  the  laste,  he  gan  his  breeth  to 
drawe. 

And  of  his  swough  sone  after  that  adawe, 

161.  And  gan  bet  miude  and  reson  to  him 
take,  1I2I 

But  wonder  sore  he  was  abayst,  y-wis. 
And  with  a  syk,  whan  ho  gan  bet  a-wake, 
He  seyde,  '  O  mercy,  god,  what  thing  is 

this?" 
'  VTliy  do  ye  with  your-selven  thus  amis  ? ' 
Quod   tho   Criseyde,   '  is  this  a  mannes 

game?  1126 

What,    Troilus !    wol    ye   'do    thus,    for 

shame  ? ' 

*• 

162.  And  therwith-al  hir  arm  over  him 
she  leyde. 

And  al  foryaf,  and  ofte  tyme  him  keste. 
He  thonked  hir,  and  to  hir   spak,    and 
seyde  1 130 


As  til  to  purpos  for  his  herte  reste. 

And  she   to   that   answerde  him  as  hir 

leste  ; 
And  with  hir  goodly  wordes  him  disporte 
She  gan,  and  olte  his  sorwes  to  comforte. 

163.  Quod  Pandarus,   '  for   ought   I  can 
espyen,  1 135 

Tliis  light  nor  I  ne  serven  here  of  nought ; 
Light  is  not  good  for  syke  fjlkes  yen. 
But  for  the  love  of  god,  sin  ye  be  brought 
In   thus  good   plyt,  lat   now  non  he\'y 

thought 
Ben    hangingc    iu    the    hertes    of   yow 

tweye:'  11 40 

And  bar  the  candel  to  the  chimeneye. 

164.  Sone  after  this,  though  it  no  nede 
were, 

Wlian  she  swich  othes  as  hir  list  devyse 
Hadde  of  him  take,  hjr  thoughte  tho  no 

fere, 
Ne  cause  eek  non,  to  bidde  him  thennes 

ryse.  1145 

Yet  lesse  thing  than  othes  may  suffyse 
In  many  a  cas  ;  for  every  wight,  I  gesse, 
That  loveth  wel  meneth  but  gentilesse. 

165.  But  in  effect  she  wolde  wite  anoon 
Of  what  man,  and  eek  where,  and  also 

why  1150 

He  jeloiis  was,  sin  ther  was  cause  noon  ; 
And  eek  the  signe,  that  he  took  it  by, 
She  bad  him  that  to  telle  hir  bisily. 
Or  elles,  certeyn,  she  bar  him^  on  lionde. 
That  this  was  doon  of  malis,  hir  to  fonde. 

166.  With-outen    more,    shortlj-    for    to 
seyne,  1156 

He  moste  obeye  tin-to  his  lady  hestc  ; 
And  for  the  lasse  harm,  he  moste  feyne. 
He  seyde  hir,  whan  she  was  at  swiciie 

a  feste 
She  mighte   on  him   hau   lokeil   at   the- 

leste;  ll6^^. 

Not  I  not  what,  al  dere  y-nough  a  risshc, 
As  he  that  nedes  moste  a  cause  iisshe. 

167.  And  she  answerde,  '  swete,  al  were 
it  so, 

What  harm   was   that,    sin  I   non  yvel 
mene? 
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For,  by  that  god  that  boaghte  us  bothe 
two,  "65 

In  alle  thinge  is  myn  entente  clene. 

Swioh  arguments  ne  been  not  worth  a 
bene  ; 

Wol  j-e  the  childish  jaloiis  contrefete  ? 

Now  were  it  worthy  that  ye  were  y-bete.' 

168.  Tho  Troilus  gan  sorwfully  to  syke. 
Lest   she   be  wrooth,  liim   thoughto  his 

herte  deyde  ;  n?' 

:Vnd  seyde,  '  alias  !  upon  my  sorwes  syke 
Have  mercy,  swete  herte  myn,  Criseyde ! 
And  if  that,  in  tho  wordes  that  I  seyde, 
Be  any  wrong,  I  wol  no  more  trespace  ; 
Do  what  yow  list,  I  am  al  in  j'our  grace.' 

169.  And  she  answerde,  '  of  gilt  miseri- 
corde  ! 

That  is  to  seyn,  that  I  foryeve  al  this ; 
And  ever-more  on  this  night  yow  recorde. 
And  beth  wel  war  ye  do  no  more  amis.'iiSo 
'  Nay,  dere  herte  myn,'  quod  he,  '  y-wis.' 
'And  now,'  quod  she,    'that  I  have  do 

yow  smerte, 
Foryeve  it  me,  myn  owene  swete  herte.' 

170.  This  Troilus,  with  blisse  of  that  sup- 
prysed,  1184 

Put  al  in  goddes  hond,  as  he  that  mente 
No-thing  but  wel ;  and,  sodeynly  avysed, 
He  hir  in  armes  faste  to  him  hente. 
And  Pandarus,  with  a  liil  good  entente, 
Leyde  him  to  slepe,  and  seyde,  '  if  ye  ben 

wyse, 
Swowneth  not  now,  lest  more  folk  aryse.' 

171.  What  mighte  or  may  the  sely  larke 
seye,  "9' 

Whan  that  the  .sparhauk  hath  it  in  his 

foot? 
I  can  no  more,  but  of  thise  like  tweye, 
To  whom  this  tale  sucre  be  or  soot, 
Though  that  I   tarie   a  yeer,    som-tyme 

I  moot,  1195 

After  myn  auctor,  telleii  hir  gladnesse, 
As  wel  as  I  have  told  hir  hevinesse. 

172.  Criseyde,  which  that  felto  hir  thus 
y-take, 

.As  writen  clerkes  in  hir  bokes  olde^ 


Right  as  an  aspes  leef  she  gan  to  quake. 
Whan  she   him   felte  hir   in  liis   armes 

folde.  1 201 

But  Troilus,  al  hool  of  cares  colde, 
Gan    thanken    tho    the    blisful    goddes 

seven e  ; 
Thus    sondry    peyncs    bringen    folk    to 

hevene. 

173.  This    Troilus    in    armes    gan    hir 
streyne,  '  -'^5 

And  seyde,  '  O  swete,  as  ever  mote  I  goon, 
Now  be  ye  caught,  now  is  ther  but  we 

tweyne  ; 
Now  yeldeth  yow,  for  other  boot  is  noon.' 
To  that  Criseyde  answerde  tlius  auoou, 
'  Ne  hadde   I   er  now,    my  swete  hert« 

dere,  12 'o 

Ben  yolde,  y-wis,  I  were  now  not  here  ! ' 

174.  O  !  sooth  is  seyd,  that  heled  for  to  be 
As  of  a  fevre  or  othere  greet  syknesse. 
Men  moste  drinke,  as  men  may  often  see, 
Ful  bittre  drink  ;  and  for  to  han  glad- 
nesse, '-'5 

Men  drinken  often  peyne  and  greet  dis- 

tresse  ; 
I  mene  it  here,  as  for  this  aventure, 
That  thourgh  a  peyne  hath  founden  al 

his  cure. 

175.  And   now   swetnesse    semeth    more 
swete. 

That  bitternesse  assayed  was  biforn  ;  1221J 
For  out  of  wo  in  blisse  now  they  flete. 
Non  swich  they   felten,   sith   they  were 

born  ; 
Now  is  this  bet,  than  bothe  two  be  lorn  ! 
For   love    of  god,    take   every   womman 

hedc 
To  werken  thus,  if  it  comth  to  the  node. 

176.  Criseyde,  al  quit  from  every  dredo 
and  tene*  1226 

As  she  that  jtiste  cavise  hadde  him  totriste, 
Made  hiru  swich  festc,  it  j<>ye  was  to  sene. 
Whan  she  his  trouthe  and  clone  entente 
wiste.  '229 

And  as  abouto  a  tree,  with  many  a  twiste, 
Bitrcnt  and  wryth  the  sote  wode-binde, 
Gan  cche  of  hem  in  armes  other  winde. 
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177.  And  as  the  newo  abaysslied  nightin- 
gale, 

That  stinteth  first  whan  she  higinncth 

singe, 
■WTian  that  she  hereth  any  herde  tale,  1235 
Or  in  the  hegges  any  wight  storiuge. 
Ami  after  siker  dooth  liir  voys  ont-ringe  ; 
Eight  so  Criseyde,  whan  hir  drede  stente, 
Opnedhirherte,  and tolde  him hir  entente. 

178.  And  right  as  he  that  seeth  his  deeth 
y-shapen,  1240 

And  deye  moot,  in  onght  that  he  may 

gesse. 
And  sodeynly  rescous  doth  him  escapen, 
And  from  his  deeth  is  brought  in  siker- 

uesse, 
For  al  this  world,  in  swich  present  glad- 

nesse  1244 

Was  Troilus,  and  hath  his  lady  swete  ; 
With  worse  hap  god  lat  i\s  never  mete  ! 

179.  Hir  armes  smale,  hir  streyghte  hak 
and  softe, 

Hir    syctcs   longe,    fleshly,    smotlie,    and 

whyte 
He  gan  to  stroke,  and  good  thrift  bad  ful 

ofte 
Hir  snowish  throte,  hir  brestes  rounde  and 

lyte  ;  1250 

Thns  in  this  hevene  he  gan  him  to  delyte, 
And  ther-with-al  a   thousand   tyme  hir 

kiste ; 
That,  what  to  done,  for  joye  unnethe  he 

wiste. 

180.  Than  seyde  he  thus,   '  O,   Love,    0, 
Charitee, 

Tliy  moder  eek,  Citherea  the  swete,     1255 
....  After  thy-self  next  heried  be  she, 
Ly  Venus  mene  I,  the  wel-willy  planete  ; 
^   And  next  that,  Imeneus,  I  thee  grete  ; 
^    For  ne^-er  nian  was  to  yow  goddes  holde 
"^^    As   I,   which   ye   han  brought  fro   cares 
colde.  i26t) 

181.  Benigne  Love,    thou   holy   bond   of 
t  hinges, 

^^^^o-so  wol  grace,  and  list  thee  nought 

honouren, 
Lo.  his  desyr  wol  fl.ee  with-outen  winges. 


For,  noldestow  of  bonntee  hem  socouren 
Thatserven  best  and  most  alwoy  labourcn, 
Yet  wore  al  li>st,  tliat  dar   I  wel  seyn, 
certes,  1266 

But-if  thy  grace  passed  our  desertes. 

182.  And  for  thou  me,  that  coude  leest 
deserve 

Of  hem  that   nomhred   been   un-to   thy 

grace, 
Hast  holpen,  ther  I  lyklj'  was  to  sterve, 
And  me  bistowed  in  so  heygh  a  place  1271 
That  thilke  boundes  may  no  blisse  pace, 
I  can  no  more,  but  laude  and  reverence 
Be  to  thy  bounto  and  thyn  excellence ! ' 

183.  And  therwith-al  Criseyde  anoon  he 
kiste,  1275 

Of  which,  certeyn,  she  felte  no  disese. 
And  thus  seyde  he,    '  now  wolde  god  I 

wiste, 
Myn  herte  swete,  how  I  yow  mighte  plese ! 
Wliat  man,'  quod  he,  '  was  ever  thus  at  ese 
As   I,    on   whiche    the   faireste  and   the 

beste  1 28a 

That  ever  I  say,  deyneth  hir  herte  reste, 

184.  Here    may   men    seen    that   mercy 
passeth  right  ; 

The  experience  of  that  is  felt  in  me. 
That  am  unworthy  to  so  swete  a  wight. 
But  herte  myn,  of  your  benignitee,      1285 
So  thenketh,  though  that  I  unworthy  be, 
Yet  mot  I  nede  amenden  in  som  wyse. 
Eight  thonrgh  the  vertu  of  your  heyghe 
servj-se. 

185.  And  for  the  love   of  god,   my  lady 
dere, 

Sin  god  hath  wrought  me  for  I  shal  yow 
serve,  1290 

As  thus  I  mene,  that  ye  wol  be  my  stere, 
To  do  me  live,  if  that  yow  liste,  or  sters-e, 
So  techeth  me  how  that  I  may  deserve 
Your    thank,    so    that    I,    thurgh    myn 
ignoraunce,  1294 

Ne  do  no-thing  that  yow  be  displesaunce. 

186.  For  certes,  fresshe  wommanliche  wyf, 
This  dar  I  seye,  that  trouthe  and  dili- 
gence, 

That  shal  ye  finden  in  nae  al  mj-  lyf, 

3 
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Xe  I  wol  not,  certeyn,  breken  your  de- 
fence ; 
And  if  I  do,  present  or  in  absence,       1300 
For  love  of  god,  lat  slee  me  with  the  dede. 
If  that  it  lyke  un-to  yonr  womanhede.' 

187.  '  Y-wis,'  quod  she,  '  myn  owne  hertes 
list. 

My  ground  of  ese,  and  al  myn  herte  dere, 
Graunt   mercy,    for  on    that    is    al   my 

trist ;  1305 

But  late  us  falle  awey  fro  this  matere ; 
For  it  suftyseth,  this  that  seyd  is  here. 
And  at  o  word,  with-outen  repentannce, 
Wel-come,    my    knight,     my    pees,    my 

suffisaiince  ! ' 

188.  Of  hir  delyt,  or  joyes  oon  the  leste 
Were  impossible  to  my  wit  to  seye  ;    131 1 
But  juggeth,  ye  that  han  ben  at  the  feste 
Of  swich  gladnesse,  if  that  hem  listepleye ! 
I  can  no  more,  but  thus  thise  ilke  tweye 
That  night,  be-twixen  dreed  and  siker- 

nesse,  i3"5 

Felten  in  love  the  grete  worthinesse. 

189.  0   blisful  night,    of    hem    so   longe 
y-sought. 

How  blithe  un-to  hem   bothe  two  thou 

were ! 
Why  ne  hadde  I  swich  on  with  my  soule 

y-bovight, 
Ye,  or  the  leeste  joye  that  was  there  ?  1320 
A-wey,  thou  foule  daunger  and  thou  fere, 
Ajid  lat  hem  in  this  lievene  blisse  dwelle, 
That  is  so  lieygh,  that  al  ne  can  I  telle  ! 

190.  But  sooth  is,  though  I  can  not  tellen  al, 
As  can  myn  auctor,  of  his  excellence,  13^5 

I  Yet  have  I  seyd,  and,  god  to-forn,  I  shal 
In  every  thing  al  hoolly  his  sentence. 
And  if  that  I,  at  loves  reverence. 
Have  any  word  in  eched  for  the  beste, 
Doth   therwith-al    right   as    your-selven 
leste.  1330 

191.  For  myne  wordes,  here   and    every 
part, 

I  speke  hem  alle  under  correccioun 
Of  yow,  that  feling  han  in  loves  art, 
And  putte  it  al  in  your  discrecioun 
T'  encrese  or  maken  diminucioun         1335 


Of  mj'  langage,  and  that  I  yow  bi-seche ; 
But  now  to  purpos  of  my  rather  speche. 

192.  Tliise  ilke  two,  that  ben  in  armes 
laft. 

So  looth  to  hem  a-sonder  goon  it  were. 
That  ech  from  other  wende  been  biraft, 
Or  elles,  lo,  this  was  hir  moste  fere,    1341 
That  al  this  thing  but  nyce  dremes  were; 
For  which  ful  ofte  ech  of  hem  seyde,  '  O 

swete, 
Clippe  ich  yow  thiis,  or  elles  I  it  mete  ? ' 

193.  And,  lord !  so  he  gan  goodly  on  hir 
see,  1345 

That  never  his  look  ne  bleynte  from  hur 

face,  ^ 

And  seyde,  '  O  dere  herte,  may  it  be 
That   it  be   sooth,   that  ye  ben  in   this 

place  ? ' 
'  Ye,  herte  myn,  god  thank  I  of  his  grace ! ' 
Quod  tho  Criseyde,  and  therwith-al  hini 

kiste,  1350 

That  where  his  spirit  was,  for  joye  heniste. 


194.  This  Troilus  ful  ofte  hir  eyen  two 
Gan  for  to  kisse,  and  seyde,  '  O  eyen  clere, 
It  were  ye  that  wroughte  me  swich  wo. 
Ye  humble  nettes  of  my  lady  dere  !      1355 
Though  ther  be  mercy  writen   in  your 

chere, 
God  wot,  the  text  ful  hard  is,  sooth,  to 

finde, 
Howcoude  ye  with-outen  bond  me  binde?' 

195.  Therwith  he  gan  hir  faste  in  armes 
take,  1359 

And  wel  an  hundred  tjinos  gan  he  syke, 
Nought  swiche  sorwful  sykes  as  men  make 
For  wo,  or  elles  whan  that  fulk  ben  syke, 
But  esy  sykes,  swiche  as  been  to  lyke. 
That  shewed  his  affcccioun  with-inne  ; 
Of  swiche  sykes  coude  he  nought  bilinne. 

196.  Sone  after  this  they  speke  of  sondry 
thinges,  1366 

As  fil  to  purpos  of  this  aventure, 
And  plcyinge  entrechaungeden  hir  ringes. 
Of  which  I  can  nought  tellen  noscripture ; 
But  wel  I  woot  a  broche,  gold  and  asure, 
In  whiche  a  ruby  set  was  lyk  an  herte,  1371 
Criseyde  him  yaf,  and  stak  it  on  his 
sherte. 
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197.  Lord  !  troweye,  acoveitows,  a  wrecche, 
That  blametli  love  and  holt  of  it  dcspyt, 
That,  of  tlio  pens  that  he  can  mokre  and 

kecche,  1375 

Was  ever  yet  y-yeve  him.  swich  delyt, 
As  is  in  love,  in  00  poynt,  in  som  plyt  ? 
Nay,  doutelees,  for  also  god  me  save, 
So  parfit  joye  may  no  nigard  have  ! 

198.  They    wol    sey    '  jds,'  hut  lord !     so 
that  thej'  lye,  1380 

nio  hisy  wrecches,  ful  of  wo  and  drede  ! 
They  callen  love  a  woodnesse  or  folye, 
But  it  shal  falle  hem  as  I  shal  yow  rede  ; 
They  shul  forgo  the  -whj-te  and  eke  the 

rede, 
And  live  in  wo,  ther  god  yeve  hem  mis- 

chaunce,  1385 

And  every  lover  in  his  trouthe  avaunce  ! 

199.  As  wolde   god,  tho   wrecehes,    that 
dispyse 

Ser^■yse  of  love,  hadde  eres  al-so  longe 

As  hadde  Mj'da,  ful  of  coveityse  ; 

And  ther-to  dronken  hadde  as  hoot  and 

stronge  1390 

As  Crassus  dide  for  his  affectis  wronge. 
To  techen  hem  that  they  ben  in  the  vyee, 
And  loveres  nought,  al-though  thej'holde 

hem  nyce  ! 

200.  Thise  ilke  two,  of  whom  that  I  yow 
seye,  1394 

'\^Tian  that  hir  hertes  wel  assvired  were, 
Tho  gonne  they  to  speken  and  to  pleye, 
And  eek  rehercen  how,  and  whanne,  and 

where. 
They  knewe  hem  first,  and  every  wo  and 

fere 
That  passed  was  ;  but  al  swich  hevinesse, 
I  thanke  it  god,  was  tourned  to  gladnesse. 

201.  And  ever-mo,  whan  that  hem.  fel  to 
speke  1401 

Of  any  tiling  of  swich  a  t  jTiie  agoon, 
With  kissing  al  that  tale  sholde  breke. 
And  fallen  in  a  newe  joj'e  anoon. 
And  diden  al  hir  might,  sin  they  were 
oon,     •  1405 

For  to  recoveren  blisse  and  been  at  ese, 
And  passed  wo  with  joye  countrepeyse. 


202.  Reson  wil  not  that  I  speke  of  sleep, 
For  it  accordeth  nought  to  my  matere  ; 
God  woot,  they  toke  of  that  fnl  litel  keep, 
But  lest  this  night,  that  was  to  hem  so 

dere,  141 1 

Ne  sholde  in  veyn  escape  in  no  manere, 
It  was  biset  in  joye  and  bisinesse 
Of  al  that  souneth  in-to  gentilnesse.    14 14 

203.  Butwhan  the  cok,  comimeastrologer, 
Gan  on  his  brest  to  bete,  and  after  crowe, 
And  Lucifer,  the  dayes  messager, 

Gan    for  to   ryse,   and    out    hir    hemes 

throwe  ; 
And  estwaxd  roos,  to  him  that  coude  it 

knowe,  14 19 

Fortuna  maior,  fthan  anoon  Criseyde, 
With  herte  sore,  to  Troilus  thus  seyde : — • 

204.  '  Myn  hertes  lyf,  mj-  trist  and  my 
plesaunce. 

That  I  was  born,  alias  !  what  me  is  wo. 
That  day  of  us  mot  make  desseveraunce  ! 
For  tyme  it  is  to  ryse,  and  heunes  go,  14^5 
Or  elles  I  am  lost  for  evernao  ! 
O  night,  alias  !  why  uiltow  over  us  hove, 
As  longe  as  whanne  Almena  lay  by  Jove  ? 

205.  O  blake  night,  as  folk  in  bokes  rede, 
That  shapen  art  by  god   this  world   to 

hyde  1430 

At  certeyn  tymes  with  thy  derke  wede, 
That  iinder  that   men  niighte   in   reste 

abyde, 
Wel  oughte  bestes  pleyne,  and  folk  thee 

chyde, 
That  there-as  day  with  laboiir  wolde  us 

breste. 
That   thou   thus   fieest,  and  deynest   us 

nought  reste  !  1455 

206.  Thou   dost,   alias  !    to  shortly  thyn 
oflFyce, 

Thou  rakel  night,   ther  god,  makere  of 

kinde. 
Thee,  for  thyn  hast  and  thyn  uukinde 

So  faste  ay  to  our  hemi-spere  hinde. 
That  never-more  under  the  ground  thou 
winde !  1440 

For  now,  for  thou  so  hyest  out  of  Troye, 
Have  I  forgon  thus  hastily  my  joye  ! ' 
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207.  Tliis  Troilus,  that  with  the  wordes 
felte, 

As  thoughte  him  tho,  for  pistons  distresse, 
The  blodj-  teres  from  hisherte  melte,  1445 
As  he  that  never  yet  swicli  hevinesse 
Assayed  hadde,  out  of  so  greet  gladnesse, 
Gan  ther-with-al  Criseyde  his  lady  dere 
In  armes  streyne,  and  seyde  in  this 
manore : — 

208.  '  O  cruel  day,  accusour  of  the  joye 
That  night  and  love  han  stole  and  faste 


y-wrj-en, 


1451 


A-cursed  be  thy  coming  in-to  Troye, 
Fur  every  bore  hath  oon  of  thy  bright  yen  ! 
En\-j-ous  day,  wliat  list  tliee  so  to  spyen  ? 
■WTxat  hastow  lost,    why  sekestow  this 

place,  1455 

Ther  god  thy  Ij'ght  so  quenche,  for  his 

grace  ? 

209.  Alias  !  what  han  thise  loveres  thee 
agilt, 

Dlspitous  day?  thyn  l)e  the  pyne  of  heUe  ! 
For  many  a  lovere  hastow   shent,    and 

wilt ; 
Thy   pouring   in  wol  no-wher  lete   hem 

dwelle.  1460 

Wliat  proferestow  thy  light  here  for  to 

selle  ? 
Go  selle  it  hem  that  smale  seles  graven, 
We  wol  thee  nought,  us  nedeth  no  day 

haven.' 

210.  And  eek  the  sonne  Tytan  gan  he 
chyde, 

And  seyde,  '  O  fool,  wel  may  men  thee 
dispyse,  1465 

That  hast  the  Dawing  al  night  hy  thy 
syde. 

And  suffrest  hir  so  sone  up  fro  thee  ryse, 

For  to  disesen  loveres  in  this  w.yso. 

■\Miat !  hold  your  bed  ther,  thou,  and  eek 
thj'  Morwc  ! 

I  bidde  god,  so  yeve  yow  bothe  sorwe  ! ' 

211.  Therwith  ful  sore  he  sighte,  and 
thus  he  seyde,  1471 

'  My  lady  right,  and  of  my  wele  or  wo 
The  welle and  rote,  O  goodly  myn, Criseyde, 
And  shal  I  ryse,  alias  !  and  shal  I  go  ? 
NowfeleIthatmynhertem.oota-two  !  1475 


For  how  sholdo  I  my  lyf  an  houre  save. 
Sin  that  with  yow  is  al  the  lyf  I  have  'f 

212.  Wliat  shal  I  doon,  for  certes,  I  not 
how, 

Ne  whanne,  alias !  I  shal  the  tyme  see. 
That  in  this  plyt  I  may  be  eft  with  yow  ; 
And  of  my  Ij'f,  god  woot  how  that  shal 

be,  1 48 1 

Sin  that  desyr  right  now  so  byteth  me, 
That  I  am  deed  anoon,  but  I  retourne. 
How  sholde  I  longe,  alias  !  fro  yow  so- 

journe  ? 

213.  But    nathelees,    myn    owene    lady 
bright,  1485 

Yit  were  it  so  that  I  wiste  outrel.v, 
That  I,  your  humble  servaunt  and  your 

knight. 
Were  in  your  herte  set  so  fermely 
As  ye  in  myn,  tho  which  thing,  trewely, 
Me  lever  were  tlian  thise  worldes  tweyne, 
Yet  sholde  I  bet  enduren  al  my  peyne.' 

214.  To   that    Criseyde   answerde    right 
anoon,  1492 

And  with  a  syk  she  seyde,  '  O  herte  dere, 
The  game,  y-wis,  so  ferforth  now  is  goon. 
That  first  shal  Phebus  falle  fro  his  spere. 
And  every  egle  been  the  dowves  fere,  1496 
And  every  roche  out  of  his  place  sterte, 
Er  Troikts  out  of  Criseydes  herte  ! 

215.  Ye  be  so  depe   in-with   myn  herte 
grave. 

That,  though  I  wolde  it  turne  out  of  my 
tliought,  i5<x> 

As  wisly  verraj'  god  my  soule  save. 
To  dj'en  in  the  peyne,  I  coude  nought  ! 
And,    for   the  love  of  god  that  us  hath 

wrought, 
Lat  in  j-our  braj'n  non  other  fantasye 
So  crepe,  that  it  cause  me  to  dye !         1505 

216.  And  that  ye  me  wolde  han  as  faste 
in  minde 

As  I  hav(!  yow,  tliat  wolde  I  yow  bi-soehe  ; 
And,  if  I  wiste  soothly  that  to  finde, 
God  mighte  not  a  poynt  my  joyes  echo  ! 
But,  herte  nijni,  with-oute  more  speche, 
Beth  to  me  trewe,  or  ellcs  were  it  rottthe ; 
Fur  I  am  thyn,  by  god  and  l<y  my  trouthe ! 
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217.  Beth  glml  for-thy,  and  live  in  siker- 
nesso ; 

Thus   seyde  I  never  er  this,  ne  shal  to 
mo ;  1514 

And  if  to  yow  it  were  a  gret  gladnosse 
To  turne  ayein,  soono  after  that  ye  go, 
As  fayn  wdlde  I  as  j-e,  it  were  so, 
As  wisly  god  mjTi  hei-te  bringe  <at  reste  !' 
And  him  in  armes  took,  and  ofto  keste. 

218.  Agayns  his  wil,  sin  it  mot  nedes  be. 
This    Troihis    up    roos,    and    faste   him 

oleddc,  1521 

And  in  his  armes  took  his  hvdy  free 
An  hundred  tjnue,  and  on  his  wey  him 

spedde. 
And    with    swich   wordes   as    his    herte 

bledde. 
He  seyde,  '  farewel,  my  dere  herte  swete, 
Ther  god  us  graunte  soiande  and  sone  to 

mete  !'  1526 

219.  To   which   no   word   for  sorwe  she 
answerde, 

So  sore  gan  liis  parting  hir  destreyne  ; 
And  Troihis  un-to  his  jialays  ferde, 
As  woo  bigon  as  she  was,  sooth  to  se.vne  ; 
So  hard  him  wrong  of  sharp  desyr  the 

peyne  1531 

For  to  ben  eft  there  he  was  in  plesaunce, 
Tliat   it   may  never   out   of  his  remem- 

braance. 

220.  Retorned  to  his  real  palais,  sone  1534 
He  softe  in-to  his  bed  gan  for  to  slinke. 
To  slepe  hmge,  as  he  was  wont  to  done, 
But  al  for  nought ;  he  may  wel  ligge  and 

winke, 
But    sleep   ne   may   ther    in     his    herte 

sinke ; 
Thenkinge  liow  she,  for  whom  desyr  him 

brende,  , 

A  thousand-fold  was  worth  more  than  he 

wende.  1540 

221.  And  in  his  thought  gan  up  and  doun 
to  winde 

Hir  wordes  alio,  and  every  contenaunce, 
And  fermely  impressen  in  his  minde 
The  lestepoynt  that  to  him  was  plesaunce; 
And  verrayliche,  of  thilkeremembrauncc, 


Desyr  al  newe  him  brende,  and  lust  to 
I  brede  1546 

Gan  more  than  erst,  and  yet  took  he  non 
hede. 

222.  Criseyde  also,  right  in  the  same  wyse, 
Of  Troihis  gan  in  liir  lierte  shette  1549 
His  worthinesse,  his  lust,  his  dedes  wyse, 
His  gentilesse,   and  how  she  with   him 

I  mette, 

Thonkingc  love  he  so  wel  hir  bisette  ; 
Desyring  eft  to  have  hir  herte  dere 
In  swich   a  plj't,  she  dorste  make  him 
chere. 

223.  Pandare,  a-morwe  which  that  comen 
was  1555 

Un-to  his  nece,  and  gan  hir  fayre  grete, 
Seyde,  '  al  this  night  so  reyned  it,  alias  ! 
That  al  my  dredo  is  that  ye,  nece  swete, 
Han  litel  layser  had  to  slepe  and  mete  ; 
Al  night,'  quod  he,  '  hath  reyn  so  do  me 
wake,  1560 

Tl»at  soni  of  us,  I  trowe,  hir  hedes  ake.' 

224.  And  ner  he  com,  and  seyde,  '  how 
stont  it  now 

This  mery  morvve,  nece,  how  can  ye  fare  ?' 
Criseyde  answerde,  'never the  bet  for  yow, 
Fox  that  ye  been,  god  yeve  your  herte 

care !  1565 

God  helpe  me  so,  ye  caused  al  this  fare. 
Trow  I,'  quod  she,  '  for  alle  your  wordes 

whytc  ; 
O !  who-so   seeth  yow  knoweth  yow  ful 

lyte!' 

225.  With  that  she  gan  hir  face  for  to 
wrye 

With   the  shete,  and  wex  for  shame  al 
reed ;  1570 

And  Pandarus  gan  under  for  to  prye. 
And  seyde,  '  nece,  if  that  I  shal  ben  deed, 
Have  here  a  swerd,  and  smyteth  of  myn 

heed.' 
With  that  his  arm  al  sodeynly  he  thrist-e 
Under  hir  nekke,   and  at  the  laste  hir 
kiste.  1575 

226.  I    passe    al    that    which    chargeth 
nought  to  seye, 

■what !    God   foryaf  his   deeth,  and  she 
al-so 
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F-«ryaf,  aud  with  liir  uncle  gan  to  pleye, 
For  other  cause  was  ther  noon  than  so. 
But  of  this  thing  right  to  the  effect  to  go, 
AMiau  tyme  was,  horn  til  liir  hous  she 
wente,  15S1 

And  Pandarus  hath  fully  his  entente. 

227.  Now  tome  we  ayein  to  Troilus, 
That  restelees  ful  longe  a-bedde  lay, 
Aud  prevely  sente  after  Pandarus,       1585 
Tcj  him  to  come  in  al  the  haste  he  may. 
He   Ci'm  anoon,   nought   ones   seyde   he 

'  nay,' 
And  Troilus  ful  sobrely  he  grette, 
And   doun  upon  his  heddes    syde    him 

sette.  i5«9 

228.  This  Troilus,  with  al  the  aflfeccioun 
Of  frendes  love  that  herte  may  devyse, 
To  Paudariis  on  knei-s  iil  adoun, 

Aud  er  that  he  wolde  of  the  place  aryse, 
He  gan  him  thonken  in  his  beste  wyse  ; 
A  hondred  sythe  he  gan  the  tyme  blesse, 
That   he   was  horn   to   hringe    him    fro 
distresse.  1596 

229.  He  seyde,  '  O  frend,  of  frendes  th' 
alderbeste 

That  ever  was,  the  sothe  for  to  telle, 
Thou  hast  in  hevene  y-brought  my  soule 

at  reste 
Fro  Flegiton,  the  fery  flood  of  helle  ;  1600 
That,  though  I  mighte  a  thousand  tymes 

selle, 
Upon  a  day,  my  lyf  in  thy  servyse, 
It  mighte  nought  a  mote  in  that  suffyse. 

230.  The  sonne,  which  that  al  the  world 
may  see, 

Saw  never  yet,  my  lyf,  that  dar  I  leye, 
S'>  inly  fair  and  gf«>dly  iis  is  she,  1606 

MTios  I  am  al,  and  shal,  til  that  I  deye  ; 
And,  that  I  thus  am  hires,  dar  I  seye. 
That  thanked  bo  the  lieighc  worthinesse 
Of  love,  and  eek  thy  kindc  bisiuesse.  1610 

231.  Thus  hastow  me  no  litel  tiling  y-yive, 
Fo  which  to  thee  obliged  be  for  ay 

My  lyf,  and  why?  for  thorugh  t]\yn  help 

ilive; 
For  files  deed  hadde  I  be  many  a  daj.' 


And  -^vith  that  word  doun  in  his  bed  he 
lay,  1615 

And  Pandanis  ful  sobrely  him  herde 
Til   al   was   seyd,   and   thanue    he    him 
answerde : 

232.  '  My  dere,  frend,  if  I  have  doon  for 

thee 
In  any  cas,  god  wot,  it  is  me  leef ; 
And  am  as  glad  as  man  may  of  it  be,  1620 
God  help  me  so  ;  but  tak  now  not  a-greef 
That  I  shal  seyn,  be  war  of  this  myscheef, 
That,  there-as  thou  now  brought  art  in-to 

blisse. 
That  thou  thy-self  ne  cause  it  nought  to 

misse. 

23.S.  For  of  fortunes  sharp  adversitee  1625 
The  worst  kinde  of  infortune  is  this, 
A  man  to  have  ben  in  prosperitee. 
And  it  remembren,  whan  it  passed  is. 
Thovi  art  wys  y-nough,  for-thy  do  nought 

amis  ; 
Be    not    to    rakel,    though     thou    sitte 

warme,  1630 

For  if  thou    be,    certejai,    it    wol    thee 

harme. 

234.  Thoii  art  at  ese,  and  hold  thee  wel 
ther-inne. 

For  also  seiir  as  reed  is  every  fyr. 
As  greet  a  craft  is  kepe  wel  as  winne  ; 
Brj'<Ue  alwey  wel  thy  speche   and   thy 
desyr.  1635 

For  worldly  joye  halt  not  but  by  a  wyr  ; 
That  proveth  wel,  it  brest  aldaj'  so  ofte  ; 
For-thy  nede  is  to  werke  with  it  softe.' 

235.  Quod  Troilus,  '  I  hope,  and  god  to- 
forn. 

My  dere  frond,  that  I  shal  so  me  bere, 
That  in  my  gilt  ther  shal  no  thing  be 
>         lorn,  ■  1641 

N'  I  nil  not  rakle  as  for  to  greven  here  ; 
It  ncdeth  not  this  matere  ofte  tere  ; 
For  wistestow  myn  herto  wel,  Pandare, 
God  woot,  of  this  thou  woldest  litel  care.' 

236.  Tho  gan  he  telle  him  of  his  glado 
night.  1646 

And  wher-of  first  his  herte  dredde,  and 
how, 


Book  III. 


^ro»fu0  (Xii^  Cneepbe. 


271 


And  seyde,  'freend,  as  I  am  trewe  knight, 
And  by  that  feyth  I  shal  to  god  and  yow, 
I  hadde  it  never  half  so  hote  as  now;  1650 
And  ay  the  more  that  desyr  me  h>-teth 
To  love  hir  best,  the  more  it  me  delyteth. 

237.  I  uoot  my-self  not  wisly  what  it  is  ; 
But  now  I  fele  a  newe  qualitee, 

Ye,  al  another  than  I  dido  er  this.'      1655 
Pandare  answerde,  and  seyde  thiis,  that  he 
That  ones  may  in  hevene  blisse  be, 
He  feleth  other  weyes,  dar  I  leye, 
Than  thilke  tyme  he  first  herde  of  it  seye. 

238.  This  is  o  -word  for  al ;  this  Troilus 
Was  never  ful,  to  speke  of  this  matere, 
And  for  to  preysen  un-to  Pandarus     1662 
The  bounteo  of  his  righte  lady  dere, 
And    Pandarus    to   thanke    and    maken 

chere. 
This  tale  ay  was  span-newe  to  biginne  1665 
Til  that  the  night  departed  hem  a-twinne. 

239.  Sone  after  this,  for  that  fortune  it 
wolde, 

I-comen  was  the  blisful  tyme  swete, 
Tliat  Troilus  was  warned  that  he  sholde, 
Ther    he   was    erst,    Criseyde    his    lady 

mete ;  '670 

For  which    ho    felte    his  hcrte   in  joyo 

flete; 
And  fej'thfully  gan  alle  the  goddes  herie ; 
And  lat  see  now  if  that  lie  can  be  merie. 

240.  And  holden  was  the  forme  and  al 
the  wyse. 

Of  hir  cominge,  and  eek  of  his  also,     1675 
As    it    was    erst,   which   nedeth  nought 

devyse. 
But  playnly  to  the  effect  right  for  to  go, 
In  joye  and  seurte  Pandarus  hem  two 
A-bedde  broughte,  whan  hem  bothe  lostc, 
And   thus   thej'   ben    in    quiete    and  in 

reste.  1680 

2-11.  Nought  nedeth  it  to  yow,  sin  they 

ben  met, 
To  aske  at  me  if  that  they  blythe  were  ; 
For  if  it  erst  was  wel,  tho  was  it  bet 
A  thousand-fold,  this  nedeth  notenquerc. 
A-gon  was  every  sorwe  and  every  fere  ; 


And  bothe,   y-wis,   tliey  hadde,    and   so 
thoy  wcnde,  if>S(> 

As  muche  joye  as  herte  may  comprende. 

242.  This  is  no  litel  thing  of  for  to  seye, 
This  passeth  every  wit  for  to  devyse  ;  1689 
For  eche  of  hem  gan  othcres  lust  obeye  ; 
Felicitee,  which  that  thise  clerkes  wyse 
Commenden  so,  ne  may  not  here  suffyse. 
This  joye  may  not  writen  been  with  inke, 
This  passeth  al  that  herte  may  bithinUe. 

243.  But    cruel    day,    so  wel-awey   the 
stounde  !  1695 

Gan  for  to  aproche,  as   they  by  signes 

knewe, 
For  whiche  hem  thoughte  felen  dethes 

wounde ; 
So  wo  was  hem,   that   changen  gan  hir 

hewe,  '608 

And  day  they  gonnen  to  dispyse  al  newe, 
Calling  it  tra>i;our,  envyous,  and  worse, 
And  bitterly  the  dayes  light  they  curse. 

244.  Quod  Troilus,  '  alias  !  now  am  I  war 
That  Pirous  and  tho  swifte  stedes  three, 
Whiche  that   drawen   forth   the  sonnes 

char, 
Han  goon  som  by-path  in  despyt  of  me  ; 
That  makcth  it  so  sone  day  to  be  ;       1706 
And,  for  the  sonne  him  hasteth  thus  to 

ryse, 
Ne  shal  I  never  doon  him  sacrifyse  ! ' 

245.  But  nedes  day  departe  moste  hem 
sone, 

And  whanne  hir  speche  doon  was  and  hir 

chere,  '7'o 

They  twinne  anoon  as  they  were  wont  to 

done. 
And  setteu  t  j-me  of  meting  eft  y-fere  ; 
And  many  a  night  they  wroughte  in  this 

niuuere. 
And  thus  Fortune  a  tyme  ladde  in  joye 
Criseyde,  and   eek  this   kinges  sone    of 

Troyo.  >7'5 

246.  In  suffisaunce,  in  blisse,  and  in  sing.- 
^  inges. 

This  Troilus  gan  al  his  lyf  to  lede  ; 
He   spendeth,   justeth,    maketh   ffestey- 
inges; 
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He  yevetli    frely    ofte,    unci    cliaungeth 
wede,  1719 

AtkI  hoM  aboiite  him  alwey,  out  of  dreile, 
A  worlil  of  folk,  as  cam  him  wol  of  kincle, 
The  fresshesto   and   the  beste  he  coudo 
finds  ; 

247.  That  swich  a  voys  was  of  him  and 
a  stevene 

Thorugh-oiit  the  ■worLl,   of  honour  and 
largesse,  1 724 

That  it  up  rong  un-to  the  yate  of  hcvene. 
And,  as  in  love,  he  was  in  swieh  gladnesse, 
That  in  his  herte  he  demede,  as  I  gesse, 
That  there  nis  lovere  in  this  world  at  ese 
So  wel  cas  he,  and  thtis  gan  love  him 
plese. 

248.  The  godlihede  or  beautee  which  that 
kinde  1 730 

In  any  other  lady  hadde  y-set 

Can  not  the  mountaunce  of  a  knot  un- 

binde, 
A-boute  his  herte,  of  al  Criseydes  net. 
He  was  so  narwe  y-masked  and  y-knet. 
That  it  undoon  on  any  manere  syde,   1735 
That  nil  not  been,  for  ought  that  may 

betyde. 

249.  And  by  the  hond  ful  ofte  he  wolde 
take 

This  Pandarus,  and  in-to  gardin  ledo. 
And  swich  a  feste  and  swich  a  pi'oces 

make  '739 

Him  of  Criseyde,  and  of  hir  womanhede. 
And  of  hir  beautee,  that,  with-outen  drede. 
It  was  an  hevene  his  wordes  for  to  here  ; 
And    thanne    he    wolde    singe    in    this 

manere 

250.  '  Love,  that   of  erthc  and  see  hath 
governaunce. 

Love,  that  liis  hestes  hath  in  hevene  hj'e. 
Love,  that  with  an  holsom  alliaunce  1746 
Halt  peples  joyned,  as  him  list  hem  gye, 
Love,  that  knetteth  hiwe  of  companye. 
And  couples  doth  in  vertu  for  to  dwelle, 
Bind  this   acord,  that  I  have  told  and 
telle ;  i^5() 

251.'  That    that    tlie    world   with   feyth, 

which  that  is  stable, 
Dyverseth  so  liis  stoundes  concordinge, 


That  elements  tliat  been  so  discordable 
Holden  a  bond  perpetuely  duringe. 
That   Phebus   mote  his   rosy  day   forth 

bringe,  •  1755 

And  that  the  mone  hath  lordship  over 

the  nightcs, 
Al    this   doth    Love  ;    ay   heried   be   his 

mightes ! 

252.  That  that  the  see,  that  gredy  is  to 
flowen, 

ConstrejTieth  to  a  certeyn  ende  so  1759 
His  flodes,  that  so  i'ersly  they  ne  growen 
To  drenchen  erthe  and  al  for  ever-mo  ; 
And  if  that  Love  ought  lete  his  brydel  go, 
Al  that  now  loveth  a-sonder  sholde  lepe, 
And  lost  were  al,  that  Love  halt  now  to- 
hepe. 

253.  So   wolde    god,   that    auctor    is    of 
kinde,  1765 

That,  with  his  bond.  Love  of  his  vertn 

liste 
To  cerclen  hertes  alle,  and  faste  binde, 
That  from  his  bond  no  wight  the  wey  out 

wiste. 
And  hertes  colde,  hem  wolde  I  that  he 

twiste 
To  make  hem  love,  and  that  hem  leste  ay 

rewe  1 770 

On  hertes  sore,  and  kepe  hem  that  ben 

trewe. ' 

254.  In  alle  nedes,  for  the  totxnes  werre. 
He  was,  and  ay  the  firsto  in  armes  dight; 
And  certeynly,  but-if  that  bokes  erre,  1774 
Save  Ector,  most  y-drad  of  any  wight ; 
And  this  encrees  of  hardinesse  and  miglit 
Cam   him   of  love,  his   ladies  thank   to 

winne, 
That  altered  his  si)ii-it  so  with-inne. 

255.  In  tyme  of  trewe,  on  haukinge  wolde 
he  rj'dc, 

Or  elles  hunten  lioor,  here,  or  lyoun  ;  17X0 
The  smale  bcstes  leet  he  gon  bi-syde. 
And   M'han   that   he  com   rydinge   in-to 

tonn, 
Ful  ofte  liis  lady,  from  hir  window  doun, 
As  fresli  as  faucon  comen  out  of  muwe, 
Ful  redy  was,  him  goodly  to  saluwe.  17S5 
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256.  And  most  of  love  and  vertu  was  his 
spechc, 

And  in  despyt  liadde  alle  wrecchednesse ; 
And  doutelees,  no  nede  was  him  biseche 
To   honouron    hem    that   hadde   worthi- 
nesse,  1789 

And  esen  hem  that  weren  in  distresse. 
And  glad  was  he  if  any  wight  wel  ferde, 
Tliat  lover  was,  whan  he  it  wiste  or  herde. 

257.  For  sooth  to  seyn,  he  lost  held  every 
wight 

Bnt-if  he  were  in  loves  heigh  servyse, 
I  mene  folk  that  oughte  it  been  of  right. 
And   over   al  this,   so  wel  conde  he  de- 

\Tse  -  1796 

Of  sentiment,  and  in  so  unkoiith  wyse 
Al  his  array,  that  every  lover  thoughte, 
That   al   was   wel,  what-so   he  seyde  or 

wronghte. 

258.  And   though   that   he   be   come   of 
blood  royal,  1800 

Him  liste  of  pryde  at  no   wight  for  to 

chase  ; 
Benigne  he  was  to  ech  in  general, 


For  whicli  he  gat  him  thank  in   every 

place. 
Thus  wolde  Love,  y-heried  be  his  grace, 
That  Prydc,  Envye,  Ire,  and  Avaryce  1805 
He  gan  to  flee,  and  eveiy  other  vyce. 

259.  Tliou  lady  bright,  the  doughter  to 
Dione, 

Thy  blinde  and  winged  sone  eek,   daun 

Cupyde ; 
Ye  sustren  nync  eek,  that  by  Elicone 
In  hil  Pamaso  listen  for  to  abyde,       1810 
That  ye  thus  fer  han  dej-ned  me  to  gyde, 
I  can  no  more,  but  sin  that  ye  wol  wendo, 
Ye  heried  been  for  ay,  with-outen  ende  ! 

260.  Thourgh  yow  have  I  seyd  fully  in 
my  song 

Th'effect  aaid  joye  of  Troilus  servyse,   1815 
Al  be  that  ther  was  som  diseso  among, 
As  to  myn  auctor  listeth  to  devyse. 
My  thridde  book  now  ende  ich  in  this 

^^■yse  ; 
And  Troilus  in  luste  and  in  quiete      1819 
Is  with  Criseyde,  his  owne  herte  swete. 
Explicit  Liber  Tercius. 
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1.  Bdt  al  to  litel,  weylawey  the  whyle, 
Lasteth  swich  joye,   y-thonked  be   For- 
tune ! 

That    senieth    trewest,    whan    she    wol 

t)yg:\"lc. 
And  can  to  folcs  so  hir  song  entune. 
That  she  hem  hent  and  blent,  traj'tour 

comune  ;  5 

And  whan  a  wight   is  from   hir  wheel 

y-throwc. 
Than  laugheth  she,  and  maketh  him  the 

mowe. 

2.  From  Ti-oilus  she  gan  hir  brightc  face 
Awey  to  wrythe,  and  took  of  him  non 

hede, 


But  caste  him  clene  oute  of  his  lady 
grace,  10 

And  on  hir  wheel  she  sette  np  Diomede  ; 

For  which  right  now  myn  herte  ginneth 
blede. 

And  now  my  penne,  alias !  with  which 
I  wryte, 

Quaketh  for  drede  of  that  I  moot  endyte. 

3.  For  how  Criseyde  Troilus  forsook,      15 
Or  at  the  lestc,  how  that  she  was  un- 

kinde. 
Mot    hennes-forth    ben    matere    of  my 

book, 
As  wryten  folk  thomgh  which  it  is  in 

minde. 
Alias  !    that    they    shulde    ever    cause 

finde 
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To  spcko  hir  harm  ;  and  if  they  on  hir 
lyo,  20 

Y-wis,  hem-self  sholtle  han  the  vilanye. 

4.  O  ye  Herines,  Nightes  doughtren  three, 
That  endelecs  compleynen  ever  in  i\vne, 
Megera,  Alete,  and  eek  Thesiphone  ; 
Thou  cruel  Mars  eek,  fader  to  QuirjTie,  25 
This  ilke  ferthe  book  me  helpeth  fyne, 
So  that  the  los  of  lyf  and  love  y-fere 

Of  Troilus  be  fully  shewed  here. 

Explicit  t  prohemium.    Incipit  Quartus 
Liber. 

5.  LioGiNOE  in  ost,  as  I  have  seyd  er  this, 
The  Grekes  stronge,  aboute  Troye  toun,  30 
Bifel  tliat,  -whan  that  Fhebus  shyning  is 
Up-on  the  brest_otlH>^rpnlos  Lvoqn , 
That  Ector,  with  ful  many  a  bold  baroun. 
Caste  on  a  day  with  Grekes  for  to  fighte. 
As  he  was  wont  to  greve  hem  what  he 

mighte.  35 

6.  Not  I  how  longe  or  short  it  was  bi- 

twene 
This  purpos   and   that    day   they  fighte 

mente ; 
But   on   a  day  wel    armed,    bright   and 

shene, 
Ector,    and  many   a  worthy   wight   out 

wente, 
"With  spere   in   bond    and   bigge   bowes 

bente ;  4° 

And  in  the  bord,  with-oute  longer  lette, 
Hir  fomen  in  the  feld  anoon  hem  mette. 

7.  Tlie   longe   day,    with   speres   sharpe 

y-grounde. 
With  arwcs,  dartes,  swerdes,  maces  felle, 
They  fighte  and  bringen  hors  and  man 

to  grounde,  45 

And  with  hir  axes  out  the  braynes  quelle. 
But  in  the  laste  shour,  sooth  for  to  telle. 
The  folk  of  Troye   hemselven   so   mis- 

ledden, 
That  with  the  worse  at  night  homward 

they  fledden. 

8.  At  whiche  day  was  taken  Antenor,   50 
Maugre  Polydamas  or  Monestco, 
Santippe,  Sarpedon,  Polynestor, 


Pol}-te,  or  eek  the  Trojan  daun  Eipheo, 
And  othere  lasso  folk,  as  Phebusco. 
So  that,  for  harm,  that  day  the  folk  of 
Troj-e  55 

Dredden  to  lese  a  greet  part  of  hir  joye. 

9.  Of  Pryamus   was  yeve,  at  Greek  re- 

queste, 

A  tyme  of  trewe,  and  tho  they  gonnen 
trete, 

Hir  prisoneres  to  chaungen,  moste  and 
leste,  59 

And  for  the  surplus  yeven  sommes  grete. 

This  thing  anoon  wag  couth  in  every 
strete, 

Bothe  in  th'assege,  in  toune,  and  every- 
where, 

And  with  tho  firste  it  cam  to  Calkas  ere. 

10.  Whan  Calkas  knew  this  tretis  shokle 
holde, 

In  consistorie,  among  the  Grekes,  sone  65 
He  gan  in  tliringe  forth,  with  lordes  oldo, 
And  sette  him  there-as  he  was  wont  to 

done  ; 
And  with  a  chaunged  face  hem  bad  a 

bone. 
For  love  of  god,  to  don  that  reverence. 
To  stinte  noyse,  and  yeve  him  audience. 

11.  Thanne  seyde  he  thus,  '  lo !  lordes 
myne,  I  was  7' 

Trojan,  as  it  is  knowen  out  of  drede  ; 
And  if  that  yow  remembre,  I  am  Calkas, 
That  alderfirst  yaf  comfoi-t  to  your  nedc. 
And  tolde  wel  how  that  ye  sholden  spede. 
For  dredelees,  thorugh  yow,    shal,   in  a 

stoundc,  76 

Ben  Troye  y-brend,  and  beten  doun  to 

grovxnde. 

12.  And  in  what  forme,  or  in  what  maner 
wyse 

This  town  to  shendc,  and  al  your  lust  to 

acheve. 
Ye  han  er  this  wel  herd  it  me  devyse ;  80 
This  knowe  ye,  my  lordes,  as  I  leve. 
And  for  tho  Grekes  weren  me  so  leve, 
I  com  my-self  in  my  propre  persone. 
To  teche  in  this  how  yow  was  best  to 

done  ; 
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13.  Havingo   nn-to   my   tressour   lie   my 
rente  85 

Right  no  resport,  to  respect  of  your  ese. 
Thus   al   my  good   I    losto   and   to   yow 

wente, 
Wening  in  tliis  you,  lordes,  for  to  plcse. 
But  al  that  los  ne  dotli  me  no  disese. 
I  vouehe-sauf,  as  wisly  have  I  joye,        90 
For  you  to  lese  al  that  I  have  in  Troye, 

14.  Save  of  a  dougliter,  that  I  lafte,  alias ! 
Slepinge  at  hooin,  wlianne  out  of  Tro3-e 

I  stertc. 

0  sterne,  O  cruel  fiider  that  I  was  ! 
How  niighte  I  have  in  that  so  hard  an 

herte  ?  95 

Alias  !   I  ne  hadde  y-brought  hir  in  hir 

sherte  ! 
For   sorwe  of  wliich  I  wol  not   live  to 

morwe, 
But-if  ye  lordes  rewe  up-on  my  sorwe. 

15.  For,  by  that  cause  I  say  no  tyme  er 
now 

Hir  to  delivere,  I  hohleii  have  my  pees  ; 
But  now  or  never,  if  that  it  lyke  yow,  loi 

1  may  hir  have  right  sone,  doutelees. 

0  help  and  grace  !  amonges  al  this  prees, 
Rewe  uu  this  olde  caitif  in  destresse. 
Sin  I  through  yow  have  al  this  hevinesse ! 

16.  Ye  have  now  caught  and  fetered  in 
prisoun  106 

Trojans  y-nowe  ;  and  if  your  willes  be, 
My  child  with  oon  may  have  redempcioun. 
Now  for  the  love  of  god  and  of  bountee, 
Oon  of  so  fele,  alias  !  so  yeve  him  mo.  1 10 
What   nede   were  it  this  preyere  for  to 

werne. 
Sin  ye  shul  bothe  han  folk  and  toun  as 

yeme? 

17.  On  peril  of  my  lyf,  I  shal  not  lye, 
AppoUo  hath  me  told  it  feithfolly  ; 

1  have^eek  founde  it  by  astronomye,     115 
By  sort,  and  by  augurie  eek  trewely, 
And  dar  wel  seye,  the  tyme  is  faste  by. 
That  fyr  and  flaumbe  on  al  the  toun  shal 

sprede  ; 
And   thi^  shal  Troye   tvirne  in   assheu 
dede. 


lb.  For   certeyu,   Phebus  and  XoptunTis 
lx>tho,  I  -'o 

That  makeden  the  walles  of  the  toun, 
Ben   with  the   folk    of   Troye   alwey  so 

wrothe, 
Tliat  thei  wol  bringe  it  to  confusioun, 
Right  in  dospyt  of  king  Lameadoun.    1 24 
By-cause  he  nolde  payen  hem  hir  hyre, 
The  toun  of  Troye  shal  ben  set  on-fj-re.' 

19.  Telling  his  tale  alwey,  this  olde  greye. 
Humble  in  speche,  and  in  his  lokingo  eke. 
The  salte  teres  from  his  eyen  tweye      129 
Ful  faste  ronnen  douia  by  cj-ther  cheke. 
So  longe  he  gan  of  socour  hem  by-seko 
That,  for  to  hele  him  of  his  sorwes  sore, 
The.v  yave  him  Antenor,  with-oute  more. 

20.  But  who  was  glad  y-noiigh  but  Calkas 
the  ? 

And    of   this   thing   ful   sone   his   nedes 
leyde  135 

On  hem  that  sholden  for  the  tretis  go. 
And  liem  for  Antenor  ful  ofte  preyde 
To  bringen  hoom  king  Toas  and  Criseyde ; 
And  whan  Pryam  his  save-garde  sente, 
Th'embassadouxs  to  Troye  strej-ght  they 
wente,  140 

21.  The  cause  y-told  of  hir  cominge,  the 
olde 

Pryam  the  king  ful  sone  in  general 
Let  herc-upon  his  parlement  to  holde, 
Of  which  the  effect  rehersen  yow  I  slial. 
Th'embassadours  ben  answered  forVynal, 
Th'eschaunge   of  prisoners   and   al    this 
nede  146 

Hem  lyketh  wel,  and  forth  in  they  pro- 
cede, 

22.  This  Troilus  was  present  in  the  place, 
Wlian  axed  was  for  Antenor  Criseyde, 
For  which  ful  sone  chaungen  gan  his  face, 
As  he  that  with  tho  wordes  wel  neigh 

deyde.  151 

But  nathelees,  he  no  word  to  it  seyde, 
Lest  men  sholde  his  affeccioun  espye  ; 
With  mannes   herte  ho  gan  his  sorwes 

drye. 

23.  And   ful   of  anguish   and    of   grisly 

drede  155 

Abood  what  lordes  wolde  un-to  it  seye  ; 
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And  if  thoy  w<)lde  graunte,   as  god  for- 

bede, 
Th'eschannge  of  liir,  than  thoughte  he 

thiuges  twcj-e, 
First,  how  to  save  hir  honour,  and  what 

weye 
He  mighte  best  th'eschannge  of  hir  with- 

stonde ;  160 

Fill   faste  he  caste   how  al  this  mighte 

stonde. 

24.  Love  him  made  al  prest  to  doon  hir 

byde. 
And  rather  dye  than  she  sholde  go ; 
But  resoun  seyde  him,  on  that  other  syde, 
'  With-oute  assent  of  hir  ne  do  not  so,  165 
Lest  for  thy  wcrk  she  wolde  be  thy  fo, 
And  sej-n,  that  thorugh  thy  medling  is 

y-blowe 
Your  bother  love,  there  it  was  erst  un- 

knowe.' 

25.  For  which  lie  gan  deliberen,  for  the 

beste. 
That  though  the  lordes  wolde  that  she 

wente,  >7o 

He  wolde  late  hem  graunte  what  hem 

leste, 
And  telle  his  lady  iirst  what  that  they 

mente. 
And   whan   that  she  had  seyd   him  hir 

entente, 
Ther-after  wolde  he  werken  also  blj'^-e, 
Though   al    the   world    ayein    it    wolde 

stryve.  i7S 

26.  Ector,   which   that   wel   the   Grekes 
herde. 

For  Antenor  how   they  wolde  han  Cri- 

seyde, 
Gan    it    withstonde,    and    sobrely    an- 

swerde  : — 
^ires,  she  nis  no  prisoner,'  he  seyde  ; 
'  I  noot  on   yow  who  that  this  charge 

leyde,  "So 

But,  on  my  part,  j-e  may  eft-sone  him 

telle, 
We  usen  here  no  wommen  for  to  selle.' 

27.  The  noyse  of  peple  up-stirte  thanne 
at  ones, 

As  breme  as  blase  of  straw  y-s«t  on  fyre  ; 


For  infortune  it  wolde,  for  the  nones,  185 

They  sholden  hir  confusioun  desyre. 

'  Ector,'  quod  they,  '  what  goost  may  yow 

enspyre, 
Tliis  womman  thus  to  shilde  and  doon  us 

lese 
Daun   Antenor? — a  ^v^ong  wey  now  ye 

chese — 

28.  That  is  so  \vys,  and  eek  so  bold  baroun, 
And  we  han  nede  of  folk,  as  men  may 

see  ;  i9« 

He  is  eek  oon,  the  grettest  of  this  toun  ; 
O  Ector,  lat  tho  fantasyes  be  ! 
O  king  Pryam,'  quod  they,  '  thus  seggen 

we,  I'H 

That  al  our  voys  is  to  for-gon  Criseyde ; ' 
And  to  deliveren  Antenor  they  preyde. 

29.  O   .Juvenal,  lord  !    trewe  is  thy  sen- 
tence. 

That  litel  witen  folk  what  is  to  yerne 
That  they  ne  finde  in  hir  desyr  offence ; 
For  cloud  of  errour  lat  hem  not  descerne 
What  best  is  ;  and  lo,  here  ensample  as 

yerne.  20 ' 

This  folk  desiren  now  deliveraunce 
Of  Antenor,  that  broughte  hem  to  mis- 

chaunce  !  _^  ^ 

30.  For  he  was  after  traytour  to  the  toun 
Of  Troye  ;  alias  !  they  quitte  him  out  to 

rathe  ;  205 

O  nyce  world,  lo,  thy  discrecioun  ! 
Criseyde,    which   that    never   dide    hem 

skathe, 
Shal  now  no  lenger  in  hir  blisse  bathe  ; 
But  Antenor,  lie  shal  com  hoom  to  touno, 
And  she  shal  out ;  thus  seyden  here  and 

howne.  210 

31.  For  wliicli   delibered  was   by  parlc- 
ment. 

For  Antenor  to  yeldcn  up  Criseyde, 
And  it  pronounced  by  the  president, 
Al-t  heigh    that    Ector     'nay'    ful    ofte 

preyde. 
And   fynaly,   what   wight   that  it  with- 
•     seyde,  2 '5 

It  was  for  nought ;    it  moste  been,   and 

sholde  ; 
For  substaunce  of  the  parlement  it  wolde. 
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32.  Departed  out  of  parlement  echoue, 
This  Troilus,  with-oiite  wordcs  nao, 
I'u-to   liis   chaumbre   spedde   him    f'asto 
allone,  220 

But-if  it  wore  a  man  of  his  or  two, 
The  whiche  he  bad  out  faste  for  to  go, 
By-Ciiuse  he  wolde  slepen,  as  he  seyde, 
And  hastcly  up-on  his  bed  him  leyde. 

3;!.  And  as  in  winter  leves  been  biraft,  225 
Echo  after  other,  til  the  tree  be  bare, 
So  that  ther  nis  but  bark  and  brauncho 

y-laft, 
Lyth  Troilus,  biraft  of  ech  wel-fare, 
Y-bounden  in  the  blake  bark  of  care, 
Disposed  wood  out  of  his  wit  to  breyde. 
So  sore  him  sat  the  chaungingo  of  Cri- 

seyde.  23 1 

34.  Ho  rist  him  up,  and  every  dore  he 
shette 

And  windowo  eek,  and  tho  this  sorweful 

man 
Up-on  his  beddes  syde  a-doun  him  sette, 
Ful  lyk  a  deed  image  pale  and  wan ;     235 
And  in  his  brest  the  lieped  wo  bigan 
Oitt-breste,    and   he   to   werken   in    this 

wyse 
In  his  woodnesse,  as  I  shal  yow  devyse. 

35.  Right   as   the   wilde   bole   biginneth 
springe 

Now  here,   now  there,   y-darted  to  the 

herte,  240 

And  of  his  deeth  roreth  in  compleyninge. 
Eight   so   gan  he  aboute  the  chaumbre 

sterte, 
Smyting    his    brest    ay    with    his    festes 

smerte  ; 
His   heed   to   the  wal,    his   body  to  the 

grounde 
Ful  ofte  he  swapte,  him-selven  to  con- 

founde.  245 

36.  His  eyen  two,  for  pitee  of  his  herte, 
Out  strenxoden  as  swilte  welles  tweye  ; 
The  heighe  sobbeS  of  his  sorwes  smerte 
His  spoche  him  rafte,  unnethes  mights 

ho  seye,  249 

'  O  deetli,  alias  !  why  niltow  do  pie  deye? 
A-cursed  be  the  day  which  that  nature 
Shoop  me  to  ben  a  lyves  creature  ! ' 


37.  But   after,   whan  tho  furie   and  the 
rage 

Which   that  his  herte   twiste  and  faste 
threste,  254 

By  lengthe  of  tyme  somwhat  gan  asswage, 
Up-on  his  bed  ho  leydo  him  doun  to  reste  ; 
But  tho  bigonne  liis  teres  more  out-breste. 
That  wonder  is,  tlie  body  may  suffyse 
To  half  this  wo,  which  that  I  yow  devyse. 

38.  Than  seyde  ho  thus,  '  Fortune  !  alias 
the  whyle  !  260 

What  have   I  doon,  what  have  I  thus 

a-gilt  ? 
How  mightestow  for  reuthe  me  bigyle  ? 
Is  ther  no  grace,  and  shal  I  thus  be  spilt  ? 
Shal  thus  Crise3'do  awey,  for  that  thou 

wilt  ?  264 

Alias  !  how  maystow  in  thyn  herte  finde 
To  been  to  mo  thus  cruel  and  unkinde? 

39.  Have  I  thee  nought  honoured  al  my 
lyve. 

As  thou  wel  wost,  above  the  goddes  alle  ? 
Why  wiltow  me  tro  joye  thus  dcpry\c  ? 
O  Troilus,  what  may  men  now  thee  calle 
But  wrecche  of  wrecches,  out  of  honour 

falle  271 

In-to  miserie,  in  which  I  wol  biwayle 
Criseyde,  alias  !    til  that  tho  breeth  me 

fayle  ? 

40.  Alias,  Fortune  !  if  that  my  lyf  in  joye 
Displesed  hadde  un-to  thj-  foule  on\-ye, 
Why  no   haddestow  my  fader,    king   of 

Troye,  276 

By-rait  the  lyf,  or  doon  my  bretheren  dj'e, 
Or  slayn   my-solf,  that  thus   complejTie 

and  crj-e, 
I,   combre-world,   that  may  of  no-thing 

serve. 
But  ever  dye,  and  never  fully  sterve?  28c 

41.  If  that  Criseyde  allone  were  mo  laft. 
Nought  roughto  I  whider  thou  woldest 

mo  store  ; 
And  hir,  alias  !  than  hastow  me  biraft. 
But  ever-more,  lo  !  this  is  thy  manerc, 
To  reve  a  wight  that  most  is  to  him  dere. 
To  prove  in  that  thy  gerful  violence.    286 
Thus  am  I  lost,  ther  helpeth  no  defence. 
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42.  O  verraj'  lord  of  love,  O  god,  alias  ! 
That  knowest  best  myn  herte  and  al  my 

thouglit, 
What  slial  my  sorwful  Ij'f  don  in  this  cas 
If  I  for-go  that  I  so  dere  have  bought  ?  291 
SLii  ye  Crysej'de  and  mo  lian  full j' brought 
In-to  your  grace,  and  bothe  our  hertes 

seled, 
How  may  ye  suffre,  alias  !  it  be  repeled  ? 

43.  What  I  raaydoon,  I  shal,  whyll  may 
dure  295 

On  lyve  in  torment  and  in  cruel  peyne. 
This  infortune  or  this  disaventure, 
Allone  as  I  was  born,  y-wis,  compleyne  ; 
Ne  never  wil  I  seen  it  shyne  or  reyne  ; 
But  ende  I  wil,  as  Edipj)e,  in  derluiesse 
My  sorwful  lyf,  and  dyen  in  distresse.  301 

44.  O  wery  goost,  that  errest  to  and  fro, 
Wliy  niltow  fleen  out  of  the  wof'ullfste 
Body,  that  ever  mighte  on  groundo  go  ? 
O  soule,  lurkinge  in  this  wo,  tinneste,  305 
Flee  forth  out  of  myn  herte,  and  lat  it 

breste. 
And  folwe  alwey  Criseyde,  thj-  lady  dere ; 
Thy  righte  place  is  now  no  lenger  here  ! 

45.  O  wofville  eyen  two,  sin  your  disport 
Was  al  to  seen  Criseydes  eyen  brighte, 
What  shal  ye  doon  but,  for  my  discom- 
fort, 311 

Stonden  for  nought,  and  wex^en  out  your 

sighte  ? 
Sin  she  is  queynt,  that  wont  was  yow  to 

lighte. 
In  veyn  fro-this-forth  have  I  eyen  tweye 
Y-formed,  sin  your  vertue  is  a-weye.     315 

46.  O  my  Criseyde,  O  lady  sovereyne 
Of  thilke  woful  soule  that  thus  cryeth, 
Wlio  shal  nowyovcn  comfort  tomypeync? 
Alias,  no   wight ;    but  when  myn  herte 

dyeth, 
My  spirit,  which  thiit  so  un-to  yow  hyeth, 
Keceyve  in  gree,  for  that  shal  ay  yow 

serve;  321 

For-thy  no  fors  is,  though  the  body  sterve. 

47.  O  ye  loveres,  that  heiglie  upon  the 
wheel 

Ben  set  of  Fortune,  in  good  aventure, 


God  leve  that  ye  fiude  ay  love  of  steel,  325 
And  longe  mot  your  lyf  in  joye  endure  ! 
But  whan  ye  comen  by  my  sepulture, 
Kememlireth   tliat    your   felawe    resteth 

there ; 
For   I   lovede   eek,    though   I   unworthy 

were.  •  329 

48.  0  olde  unholsom  and  mislyved  man, 
Calkas  I  mene,  alias  !  what  eyleth  thee 
To   been    a   Greek,    sin    thou    art    born 

Trojan  ? 
O  Calkas,  which  that  wilt  my  bane  be, 
In  cursed  tyme  was  tliou  )x>rn  for  me  ! 
As  wolde  blisful  Jove,  for  his  joye,        335 
That   I  thee  hadde,  where  I  wolde,  in 

Troye!' 

49.  A  thousand  sykes,  hottere  than  the 
glede, 

Out  of  his  brest  ecb  after  other  wente, 
Medled  with  pleyntes   newe,  his  wo   to 
fede,  339 

For  which  his  woful  teres  never  stente  ; 
And  shortly,  so  his  pejaies  him  to-rente, 
And  we.x  so  mat,  that  joye  nor  penaunce 
He  feleth  noon,  but  lyth  forth  in  a  traunce. 

50.  Pandare,  which  that  in  the  parlement 
Hadde  herd  what  every  lord  and  burgeys 

seyde,  345 

And  how  ful  graunted  was,  by  oon  assent, 
For  Antenor  to  j-elden  so  Criseyde, 
Gan  wel  neigh  wood  out  of  his  wit  to 

breyde, 
So  that,  for  wo,  he  uiste  what  he  mente  f 
But  in  a  recs  to  Troilus  he  wente.         350 

51.  A  certeyn  knight,  that  for  the  tyme 
kepte 

The  chaumbre-dore,  un-dide  ithimanoon ; 
And  Pandare,  that  ful  tendrelicho  wepte, 
In-to   tlie   derko  chaumbre,  as  stille  as 

stoon, 
Toward  the  bed  gan  softely  to  goon,      355 
So  confus,  that  he  niste  what  to  seye  ; 
For  verray  wo  his  wit  was  neigh  aweye. 

5'2.  And  witli    his   chere   and  loking  al 

to-torn, 
For  sorwe  of  this,  and  with  his  armea 

folden, 


Book  IV.] 


^rotfue  ar^i)  ^rteepie. 


279 


He  stood  this  wofnl  Troilns  biforn,       360 
And  on  his  pitous  face  he  gau  biholden ; 
But  lord,  so  often  gan  his  horto  colden, 
Seing  his  freond  in  wo,  whos  hovinesse 
His  herte  slow,  as  thoughte  liim,  for  dis- 
tresse. 

53.  This  woful  wight,  this  Troihis,  that 
felte  365 

His  freond  Pandare  y-comon  him  to  see, 
Gan  as  the  snow  ayein  the  sonne  nielte, 
For  which  this  sorwful  Pandare,  of  pitee, 
Gan  for  to  wepe  as  tendreliche  as  he  ; 
And  specheles  thus  been  thise  ilke  tweye. 
That  neyther  mighte  o  word  fur  sorwe 
seye.  371 

54.  But  at  the  laste  this  woful  Troilns, 
Ney  deed  for  smert,  gan  bresten  out  to 

rore, 
And  with  a  sorwful  noyse  he  seyde  thus. 
Among  his  sobbes  and  his  sykes  sore,   375 
'  Lo !    Pandare,    I   am   deed,    with-outen 

more. 
Hastow  nought  herd  at  parloment,'  he 

seyde, 
*  Por  Antenor  how  lost  is  mj-  Criseyde  ? ' 

65.  This  Pandanis,  ful  deed  and  p'ale  of 

hewe, 
Ful  pitously  answerde  and  seyde,  '  yis  ! 
As  wisly  were  it  fals  as  it  is  trewe,        381 
That  I  have  herd,  and  wot  al  how  it  is. 
O  mercy,  god,  who  wolde  have  trowed 

this? 
Who  wolde  have  wend  that,  in  so  litel 

a  throwe,  384 

Fortune  our  joye  wolde  han  over-throwe? 

56.  For  in  this  world  ther  is  no  creature, 
As  to  mj'  doom,  that  ever  saw  ruyne 
Stranngere   than    this,    thonigh    cas   or 

aventure. 
But  who  may  al  eschewe  or  al  dev.vne  ? 
Swich  is  this  world ;   for-thy  I  thus  de- 

fj-ne,  390 

f  Ne  truste  no  wight  finden  in  Fortune 
Ay  propretee  ;  hir  yeftes  been  comune. 


Sin  thy  desyr  al  hf.llj'  hastow  had,        395 
So  that,  by  right,  it  oughte  y-now  suffyse  ? 
But  I,  that  never  felte  in  my  servyse 
A  frendly  chere  or  loking  of  an  y6, 
Lat  me  thus  wepe  and  wayle,  til  I  dye. 

58.  And  over  al  this,  as  thou  wcl  wost 
thy-selve,  4<xt 

This  town  is  fvd  of  ladies  al  aboute  ; 
And,    to   my  doom,    fairer   than   swiche 

twelve 
As   ever  she  was,  shal   I  finde,  in  som 

route, 
Ye,  oon  or  two,  with-outen  any  doute.  404. 
For-thy  be  glad,  myn  owene  dere  brother, 
If  she  be  lost,  we  shul  recovere  another. 

59.  What,  god  for-bede  alwey  that  ech 
plesaunce 

In  o  thing  were,  and  in  non  other  wight! 
If  oon  can  singe,  another  can  wel  daunce; 
If  this  be  goodly,  she  is  glad  and  light ; 
And   this  is  faj-r,   and    that    can   good 
a-riglit.  411 

Ech  for  his  vertu  hokleu  is  for  dere, 
Bothe  heroner  and  faucon  for  rivere. 

60.  And  eek,  as  writ  Zanzis,  that  was  ful 
wys, 

"The  newe  love  out  chaceth  ofte  the 
olde ; "  415 

And  up-on  newe  cas  Ij'th  newe  avys. 

Thenk  eek,  thy-self  to  saven  artowholde; 

Swich  fyr,  by  proces,  shal  of  kinde  colde. 

For  sin  it  is  but  casuel  plesaunce, 

Som  cas  shal  initte  it  out  of  remem- 
braunce.  420 

61.  For  al-so  seur  as  day  cometh  after 
night. 

The  newe  love,  labour  or  other  wo, 
Or  elles  selde  seinge  of  a  wight, 
Don  olde  afFecciouus  alle  over-go. 
And,  for  thy  part,  thou  shalt  have  oon  of 
tho  4-25 

To  abrigge  with  thy  bittre  peynes  smerte ; 
Absence  of  hir  shal  drjve  hir  out  of  herte.' 


57.  But  tel  me  this,  why  thou  art  now  so  j  62.  Thise  wordes  seyde  he  for  the  nones 

mad  !  alle. 

To   sorwen   thus?     Why  lystow  in  this      To  helpe   his   freend,  lest  he  for   soi'we 

wyse,  deyde. 
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t^       For  doutelees,  to  doon  his  wo  to  falle,  430 
^a      He  roughte  not  what  unthril't  that  he 
a  li  seydo. 

But  Troihis,  that  neigh  for  sorwe  deyde, 
Tok  litel  hede  of  al  that  ever  he  mente  ; 
Oon   ere   it  horde,   at   the   other  out  it 
wente : — 

63.  But  at  the  laste  answerde  and  seyde, 
'  freend,  435 

This  lechecraft,  or  heled  thus  to  he, 

Were  wel  sitting,  if  that  I  were  a  feend, 

To  traysen  hir  that  trewe  is  unto  me  ! 

I  pray  god,  lat  this  consayl  never  y-thee  ; 

But  do  me  rather  sterve  anon-right 
here  440 

Er  I  thus  do  as  thou  me  woldest  lere. 

6i.  She  that  I  serve,  y-wis,  what  so  thou 

seye, 
To  whom  myn  herte  enhahit  is  by  right, 
Shal  han  me  holly  hires  til  that  I  deye. 
Por,  Pandarus,   sin   I  have  trouthe  hir 

liight,  445 

I  wol  not  been  untrewe  for  no  wight  ; 
But  as  hir  man  I  wol  ay  live  and  sterve, 
And  never  other  creature  serve. 

65.  And  ther  thou  seyst,  thou  shalt  as 

faire  finde 
As  she,  lat  be,  make  no  comparisoun  450 
To  creature  y-formed  here  by  kinde, 

0  leve  Pandare,  in  conclusioun, 

1  wol  not  be  of  thyn  opinioun, 
Touching  al  this  ;  for  whiche  I  thee  bi- 

seche. 
So  hold  thy  pees  ;  thou  sleest  me  with 
thy  speche.  455 

G6.  Thow  biddest  me  I  sholde  love  an- 
other 

Al  freshly  newe,  and  lat  Criseyde  go  ! 

It  Ij-th  not  in  my  ijower,  leve  1)rother. 

And  though  I  niighte,  I  wolde  not  do  so. 

But  canstow  jjleyen  raket,  to  and  fro,  460 

Ketle  in,  dokke  out,  now  this,  now  that, 
Pandare  ? 

Now  foule  falle  hir,  for  thy  wo  that  care  ! 

67.  Thow  farest  eek  bj'  me,  thou   Pan- 
darus, 
As  he,  that  whan  a  wight  is  wo  bi-goon. 


He  Cometh  to  him  a  pas,  and  sej'th  right 
thus,  4()5 

"Thenk  not  on  snicrt,  and  thou  shalt  fele- 
noon. " 

Thou  most  mo  first  transmuwen  in  a 
stoon. 

And  reve  me  my  passiounes  alle. 

Er  thou  so  lightly  do  my  wo  to  falle. 

68.  The  deeth  may  wel  out  of  my  brest 
depart  e  470 

The  lyf,  so  longo  may  this  sorwe  myne  ; 
But  fro  my  soule  shal  Criseydes  darte 
Out  never-mo ;  but  doun  with  Proserpyne, 
Whan  I  am  deed,  I  wol  go  wone  in  pyne ; 
And  ther  I  wol  eternally  compleyne  4-5 
My  wo,  and  how  that  twinned  be  we 
twejiie. 

09.  Thow  hast  here  maad  an  argument, 

for  f\-n. 
How  that  it  sholde  lasso  peyne  be 
Criseyde  to  for-goon,  for  she  was  myn. 
And  live  in  ese  and  in  felicitee.  480  ■ 

Why  gabbestow,  that  seydest  thus  to  me 
That   "  him  is  wors  that  is  fro  wele  .>■- 

thro  we. 
Than  .  he   hadde   erst   nou  of  that  wele 

y-knowe?" 

70.  But  tel  me  now,  sin  that  thee  thinketh 
so  light 

To  chauugen  so  in  love,  ay  to  and  fro,  485 
Why  liastow  not  don  bisily  thy  might 
To  chaungen  hir  that  doth  thee  al  thy  wo?  . 
Why  niltow  lete  hir  fro  thyn  herte  go  ? 
Why  niltow  love  an-other  lady  swete, 
That  may  thyn  herte  setton  in  quieto  ? 

71.  If  thou  hast  had  in  lovo  aj'  yet  mis- 
chaunce,  49 1 

And  canst  it  not  out  of  thyn  herte  drj-\'o, 
:  I,  that  livedo  in  lust  and  in  plesaunce 
:  With  hir  as  muche  as  creature  on-lyve, 

How  sholde  I  that  foryete,  and  that  so 
blyvc  ?  495 

O  where  hastow  ben  hid  so  longe  in  muwo. 

That  canst  so  wel  and  formely  arguwo  ? 

72.  Nay,  naj',  god  wot,  nought  worth  is  al 
tliy  reed. 

For  which,  for  what  that  ever  may  bifalle, 
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With-outen  wordes  1110, 1  wol  be  deed.  500 
O  deeth,  that'endere  art  of  sorwes  alle, 
Com  now,  sin  I  so  ofte  after  thee  calle ; 
For  sely  is  that  deeth,  soth  fur  to  seyne. 
That,  ofte  y-cleped,  cometh  and  endoth 
peyne. 

73.  Wei  wot  I,  wh jl  my  lyf  was  in  qniete, 
Er  thou  me  slowc,  I  woldo  have  ycven 

hyre ;  506 

But  now  thy  cominge  is  to  me  so  swete, 
That  in  this  world  I  no-thing  so  desyre. 
O  deeth,  sin  with  this  sorvve  I  am  a-fyre. 
Thou  outher  domeanoon  in  teres  drenche, 
Or    with    thy    colde    strook    myn    hete 

quenche !  511 

74.  Sin  that  thou  sleest  so  fele  in  sondry 
wyse 

Ayens  hir  wil,  unpreyed,  day  and  night, 
Do  me,  at  my  requeste,  this  servyse, 
Delivere  now  the  world,  so  dostow  right. 
Of  me,  that  ani  the  wofnlleste  wight    516 
That  ever  was ;  for  tyme  is  that  I  sterve. 
Sin  in  this  woild  of  right  nought  may 
I  serve,' 

75.  This  Troilus  in  teres  gan  distille, 

As  licour  out  of  alambyk  ful  faste  ;  520 
And  Pandarns  gan  holde  his  tunge  stille. 
And   to  the   ground  his   eyen  doun   he 

caste. 
But  nathelees,  thus  thoughte  he  at  the 

laste, 
'  What,    parde,    rather  than   my   felawe 

deye. 
Yet  shal  I  som-what  more  un-to  him  seye : ' 

76.  And   seyde,    '  freend,  sin  thou  hast 
swich  distresse,  5^6 

And  sin  thee  list  myn  arguments  to  blame, 
Whyniltthy-selven  helpen  doon  redresse. 
And   with   thy  manhod    letten    al    tliis 

gramc  ? 
GoravissheTiir  ne  eanstow  not  for  shame ! 
And  outher  lat  hir  out  of  tonne  fare,    531 
Or  hold  hir  stille,  and  leve  thy  nyce  fare. 

77.  Artow  in  Troj-e,  and  hast  non  hardi- 
ment 

To  take  a  womman  which  that  loveth 
thee, 


And  wolde  hir-selven  been  of  thj-n  assent? 
Now  is  not  this  a  nyce  vanitec  ?  •  536 

Kys  uj)  anoon,  and  lat  this  weping  be, 
And  kyth  thou  art  a  man,  for  in  this 

houre 
I  wil  be  deed,  or  she  shal  bleven  oure.' 

78.  To  this  answerde   him   Troilus    ful 
softe,  540 

And  seyde,  '  parde,  leve  brother  dere, 
Al  tliis  have  I  my-self  yet  thought  ful  ofte, 
And  more  thing  than  thou  devj^sest  here. 
But  why  this  thing  is  laft,  thoii  shalt  wel 
here ;  544 

And  whan  thou  me  hast  yeve  an  audience, 
Ther-after  mayst  thou  telle  al  thy  sen- 
tence. 

79.  First,  sin  thou  wost  this  toun  hath  al 
this  werre 

For  ravisshing  of  ■vvommen  so  by  might. 
It  sholde  not  be  suffred  me  to  erre,       549 
As  it  stant  now,  ne  doon  so  gret  unright. 
I  sholde  han  also  blame  of  every  wight, 
My  fadres  giannt  if  that  I  so  withstode, 
Sin  she  is  chaunged  for  the  tounes  goode, 

80.  I  have   eek  thought,   so  it  were  hir 
assent, 

To  aske  hir  at  my  fader,  of  his  grace ;  555 
Than  thenke  I,  this  were  hir  accusement, 
Sin  wel  I  woot  I  may  hir  not  purchace.^ 
For  sin  my  fader,  in  so  heigh  a  place 
As  parlement,  hath  hir  eschaunge  enseled, 
He  nil  for  me  his  lettre  be  repeled.       560 

81.  Yet  drede  I  most  hir  herte  to  per- 
tourbe 

Witli  violence,  if  I  do  swich  a  game  ; 
For  if  I  wolde  it  openly  distourbe. 
It  moste  been  disclaundre  to  hir  name. 
And  me  were  lever  deed  than  hir  defame, 
As  nolde  god  but-if  I  sholde  have  566 

Hir  honour  lever  than  my  lyf  to  save  ! 

82.  Thus  am  I  lost,  for  ought  that  I  can 
see  ; 

For  certeyn  is,  sin  that  I  am  hir  knight, 
I  moste  hir  honour  lever  han  than  me 
In  every  cas,  as  lovere  oughte  of  right.  571 
Thus  am  I  with  desyr  and  reson  twight ; 
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Desyr  for  to  distotirben  hir  me  redeth, 
And  rest)n  nil  not,  so  myn  lierte  dredeth.' 

83.  Tims  wepinge  that   he  condo   never 

cesso,  575 

He  seyde,   '  alias !   how  shal  I,  wrecche, 

fare  ? 
For  wel  fele  I  alwey  my  love  encresse, 
And  hope  is  lasse  and  lasse  alwey,  Pan- 
dare  ! 
Encressen  eek  the  eanses  of  ray  care  ; 
So  wel-a-wey,  why  nil  niyn  herte  breste  ? 
For,  as  in  love,  ther  is  bnt  litel  reste.'  581 

84.  Pandare    answerde,     '  freend,    thou 
mayst,  for  me, 

Don  as  thee  list ;  but  hadde  ich  it  so  bote, 
And  thyn  estat,  she  sholde  go  with  me  ; 
Thoiagh  al  this  toun  cryede  on  this  thing 

by  note,  _  585 

I  nolde  sette  at  al  that  noyse  a  grote. 
For  when  men  han  wel  cryed,  than  wol 

they  ronne  ; 
A  wonder  last  but  nyne  night  never  in 

toune. 

85.  Devyne  not  in  reson  ay  so  depe 

Ne  curteysly,  but  help  thy-self  anoon  ;  590 
Bet  is  that  othere  than  thy-selven  wepe, 
And  namely,  sin  ye  two  been  al  oon. 
Eys  up,  for  by  myn  heed,  she  shal  not 

goon; 
And  rather  be  in  blame  a  lyte  y-founde 
Than  sterve   here  'as  a  gnat,    with-oute 

wounde.  595 

86.  It  is  no  shame  un-to  yow,  no  no  ■vyce 
Hir  to  with-holden,  that  ye  loveth  most. 
Paraunter,   she   mighte   holden  thee  for 

nyce 
To  lete  hir  go  thus  to  the  Grekes  ost. 
Thenk   eek   Fortune,    as   wel   thy-selven 

wost,  600 

Helpeth  hardy  man  to  his  empryse, 
Aiid  weyveth  wrecches,  for  hir  cowardyse. 

87.  And  though  thy  lady  woldo  a  litel  hir 
grove, 

Thoii  shalt  thy  pees   ful  wel  here-after 

make, 
But  as  i'or  me,  certayn,  I  can  not  leva  605 
That  she  wolde  it  as  now  for  yvel  take. 


Mliy   sholde   than   for   ferd   tliyn   herte 

(juake  ? 
Thenk  eek  how  Paris  hath,  that  is  thy 

brother, 
A    love ;    and    why    shaltow    not    have 

another  ? 

88.  And    Troilus,    o    thing   I    dar    thee 
swere,  610 

That  if  Criseydc,  whicho  that  is  thy  leef, 
Now  loveth  thee  as  wel  as  thou  dost  here, 
God  helpe  me  so,  she  nil  not  take  a-greef. 
Though    thou    do    bote    a-noon   in   this 

mischeef. 
And  if  she  wibieth  fro  thee  for  to  passe, 
Thanne  is  she  fals  ;  so  love  hir  wel  the 

lasse.  616 

89.  For-thy  tak  herte,  and  thenk,  right  as 
a  knight, 

Thoiirgh  love  is  broken  alday  every  lawe. 
Kyth  now  sumwhat  thy  corage  and  thy 

might, 
Have  mercy  on  thy-self,  for  any  awe.    620 
Lat   not   this   wrecched   wo    thin    herto 

gnawe. 
But   manly   set   the   world   on   sixe  and 

sevene  ; 
And,  if  thou  deye  a  martir,  go  to  heveno. 

90.  I   wol   my-self  bo  with   thee   at  this 

dode. 
Though    ich    and   al    my  kin,    up-on   a 

stounde,  625 

ShuUe  in  a  strete  as  dogges  liggen  dede, 
Thourgh-girt  with  niany  a  wyd  and  blody 

wounde . 
In  every  cas  I  wol  a  freend  be  founde. 
And  if  thee  list  here  storven  as  a  wrecche, 
A-dieu,    the    devel    spede    him    that    it 

recche  ! '  Ci^o 

91.  This   Troilus   gau   with    tho    wordos 
quiken, 

And  seyde,    '  freend,   graiuit*  mercy,  ich 

assente  ; 
But   certajnily  thou  mayst   not    me    so 

priken, 
Ne  peyne  noon  no  may  me  so  tormente. 
That,  for  no  cas,  it  is  not  myn  entente. 
At  shorte  wordes,  though  I  dycn  sholde. 
To  ravisshe  hir,  but-if  hir-self  it  woldo.'  637 
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92.  '  Why,  so  meno  I,'  quod  Pandams,  'al 
this  day. 

But  tel  me  than,  hastow  hir  wel  assayed, 
That  soi-west  thus?'     And  ho  answorde, 

'  nay.'  640 

'Wher-of  artow,'   quod   Pandare,    'than 

a-mayed, 
That  nost   not   that   she   wol    hen    yvel 

apayed 
To   ravissho   hir,  sin  thoit  hast  not  ben 

there, 
But-if  that  Jove  tolde  it  in  thjni  ere  ? 

93.  For-thy  rys  tip,   as  nought  ne  were, 
anoon,  645 

And  wash  thy  face,  and  to  the  king  thou 

wende, 
Or  he  may  wondren  whider  thou  art  goon. 
Thou  most  with  wisdom  him  and  othere 

blende  ; 
Or,  iip-on  cas,  he  may  after  thco  sende 
Er  thou   be   war ;    and   shortly,   brother 

dere,  650 

Bo  glad,  and  lat  rae  werke  in  this  matere. 

94.  For  I  shal  shape  it  so,  that  sikerly 
Thou  shalt  this  night  som  tyme,  in  som 

manere. 
Com  speko  with  thy  lady  prevely, 
And  bj-  hir  wordes  oek,  and  by  hir  chere, 
Thou  shalt   ful  sone  aparcejTe  and  wel 

here  656 

Al  hir  entente,  and  in  this  cas  the  Leste  ; 
And  fare  now  wel,   for  in  this  point  I 

reste.' 

95.  The  swifte  Fame,   whifhe  that  false 
thinges 

Egal  repoi-teth  lyk  the  thinges  trewe,  660 
"Was  thorugh-otit  Troye  y-fled  with  preste 

winges 
Fro  man  to  man,  and  made  this  tale  al 

newe. 
How  Calkas  doughter,  with  hir  brighte 

liewe, 
At  parlement,  with-oute  wordes  more, 
I-graunted  was  in  chaunge  of  Antenore.  665 

96.  The  whiche  tale  anoon-right  as  Cri- 

seyde 
Had  herd,  she  which   that   of  hir  fader 
roughte, 


;  As  in  this  cas,  right  nought,  ne  whanno 

j  he  deyde, 

Ful  bisily  to  Juppiter  bisonghtc 
Yeve   him   mischaunce   that   this    tretis 
broughte.  670 

But  shortly,  lest  thiso  tales  sotho  were, 
She  dorste  at  no  wight  asken  it,  for  fere  ; 

97.  As  she  that  hadde  hir  herte  and  al  hir 
minde 

On  Troilus  y-set  so  wonder  faste, 

That   al   this  world  no  mighte  hir  love 

iinbinde,  675 

Ne  Troilus  out  of  hir  herte  caste  ; 
She  wol  ben  his,  why!  that  hir  lyf  may 

laste. 
And  thus  she  brenneth  bothe  in  love  and 

drede, 
So  that  she  niste  what  was  Lest  to  rede. 

98.  But  as  men  seen  in  toune,  and  al 
about  e,  680 

That  wommen  usen  frendes  to  visyte. 
So  to  Criseyde  of  wommen  com  a  route 
For  pitous  joye,  and  wenden  hir  delytc  ; 
And  with  hir  tales,  dere  y-nough  a  myte, 
These  wommen,  whiche  that  in  the  cite 

dwelle,  685 

They  sette  hem  doun,  and  seyde  as  I  shal 

telle. 

99.  Quod  first  that  oon,  '  I  am  glad, 
trewely. 

By-cause  of  yow,  that  shal  your  fader  see.' 
A-nother  seyde,  '  y-wis,  so  nam  not  I  ; 
For  al  to  litel  hath  slie  with  lis  be.'      690 
Quod   the  the   thridde,   '  I  hope,  y-wis, 

that  she 
Shal  bringen  us  the  pees  on  every  syde. 
That,  whan  she  gooth,  almighty  god  hir 

gyde ! ' 

100.  Tho  wordes  and  tho  wommannisshe 
thinges, 

She  herde  hem  right  as  thoiigh  she 
thennes  were ;  695 

For,  god  it  wot,  hir  herte  on  other  thing 
is, 

Although  the  body  sat  among  hem  there. 

Hir  advertence  is  alwey  elles-where  ; 

For  Troilus  ful  faste  hir  soule  soughte  ; 

With-outen  word,    alwev    on    him    she 


thoughte. 
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101.  Tliise  wommen,   that   thus  wemlen 
hir  to  pleso, 

Aboute     nought    gonne    alle    hir    tales 

spende ; 
Swich  vanitee  ne  can  don  hir  non  ese, 
As  she  that,  al  this  mene  whyle,  brende 
Of  other  passioun  than  that  they  wende, 
So  that  she  felte  almost  hir  herte  dye  706 
For  wo,  and  wery  of  that  company  e. 

102.  For  which   no  lenger    mighte    she 
restreyne 

Hir  teres,  so  they  gonnen  up  to  welle, 
Tliat  yeven  signes  of  the  bitter  peyne  710 
In   wliiche    hir    spirit    was,    and   moste 

dwelle  ; 
Eemembring  hir,  fro  heven  unto  which 

helle 
She    fallen    was,    sith    she    forgoth   the 

sighte 
Of  Troilus,  and  sorowfuUy  she  sighte.  714 

103.  And  thilke  foles  sittinge  hir  aboute 
"Wenden,  that  she  wepte  and  syked  sore 
By-cause  that  she  sholde  out  of  that  route 
Departe,  and  never  pleye  with  hem  more. 
And  theythathaddey-knowenhir  of  yore 
Sej-e  hir  so  wepe,  and  thoughte  it  Idnde- 

nesse,  720 

And  eche  of  hem  wepte  eek  for  hir  dis- 
tresse  ; 

104.  And  bisily  they  gonnen  hir  conforten 
Of  thing,  god   wot,    on   which  she  litel 

thoughte ; 
And  with  hir  tales  wenden  hir  disporten, 
And  to  be  glad  they  often  hir  bisoughte. 
But    swich    an    ese   ther-with   they   hir 

WTOUghte  726 

Eight  as  a  man  is  esed  for  to  fele. 
For  ache  of  heed,  to  cla.wen  him  on  his 

hele! 

105.  But  after  al  this  nyce  vanitee 
Thej'  took  hir  leve,  and  lioom  they  wenten 

alle.  730 

Criseyde,  ful  of  sorweful  pitec, 
In-to  hir  chaumbre  up  wente  out  of  the 

halle, 
And  on  hir  bed  she  gan  for  deed  to  falle. 
In  purpos  never  tbcnnes  for  to  ryse  ; 
And  thus  she  wroughte,   as  I  shal  yow 

devyse,  735 


106.  Hir  ounded) heer.  that  sonnish  was 
of  hewe, 

She  rente,  and  eek  hir  fingres  longo  and 

smale 
She  wrong  ful  ofte,  and  bad  god  on  hir 

rewe, 
And  with  the  deeth  to  doon  bote  on  hir 

bale. 
Hir  hewo,  wlijdom  bright,  that  tho  was 

pale,  740 

Bar  witnes  of  hir  wo  and  hir  constreynte  ; 
And  thus  she  spak,  sobbinge,  in  hir  com- 

pleynte  : 

107.  '  Alas ! '     quod     she,    '  out    of    this 
regioun 

I,  woful  wrecche  and  infortuned  wight, 
And  born  in  corsed  constellaeioun,       745 
Mot  goon,   and   thus   dcparten    fro    my 

knight ; 
Wo  worth,  alias  !  that  ilke  dayes  light 
On   which   I   saw   him   first    with    eyen 

tweyne. 
That    causeth   me,    and  I   him,   al    this 

peyne  ! ' 

108.  Therwith   the   teres  from  hir  eyen 
two  750 

Doun  fiUe,  as  shonr  in  Aperill,  ful  swythe ; 
Hir  whyte  brest  she  bet,  and  for  the  wo 
After  the  deeth   she   cryed  a  thousand 

sythe, 
Sin  he  that  wont  hir  wo  was  for  to  l.ythe. 
She  mot  for-goon  ;  for  which  disaventure 
She  held  hir-self  a  forlost  creature.       756 

109.  She  seyde,  'how  shal  he  doon,  and 
I  also  ? 

How   sholde  I  live,   if  that  I  from  him 

twinne  ? 
O  derc  herte  eek,  tliat  I  love  so. 
Who  shal  that  sorwe  sleen  that  ye  ben 

inne  ?  760 

O  Calkas,  fader,  thyn  be  al  this  sinne ! 
O  moder  myn,  that  clepcd  were  Argj've, 
Wo  worth  that  day  that  thou  me  bore  on 

lyve  ! 

110.  To  wliat  fyn  sholde  I  live  and  sorwen 
thus  ? 

How  sliolde  a  fish  with-oute  water  dure? 
I  What  is  Criseyde  worth,  from  Troilus?  766 


? 
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How  sholde  a  iilannte  or  lyves  creature 
Live,  with-oute  his  kinde  noriture  ? 
For  which  ful  oft  a  by-word  here  I  seye, 
That,  "  rotelees,  mot  grene  sone  deye."  770 


1\ 


111.  I  shal  don  thus,  sin  neither  swerd ne 

darte 
Dar  I  non  handle,  for  the  crueltee, 
That  like  day  that  I  from  yow  departe, 
If  sorwo  of  that  nil  not  my  bane  be, 
Than   shal  no  mete  or   drinke  come  in 

me  775 

Til  I  my  soule  out  of  my  breste  unshethe  ; 
And  thus  my-selven  wol  I  do  to  dethe. 

1 1'2.  And,  Troilus,  my  clothes  everichoon 
Slitil    blake    been,    in    tokeninge,    herte 

swete, 
That  I  am  as  out  of  this  world  agoon,  780 
That  wont  was  yow  to  setten  in  quiete ; 
And  of  myn  ordre,  ay  til  dceth  me  mete, 
The  observaunce  ever,  in  your  absence, 
Shal  sorwe  been,  compleynte,  and  absti- 
nence. 

113.  Myn  herte  and  eek  the  woful  goost 
ther-innc  785 

Biquethc  I,  with  your  spirit  to  complejTie 
Eternally,  for  they  shul  never  twinne. 
For   though   in   erthe   y-twinned   be  we 

twej-ne. 
Yet  in  the  feld  of  pitee,  out  of  peyne. 
That  hight  Elysos,  shul  we  been  y-fere,  790 
As  Orpheus  and  Erudice  his  fere. 

114.  Thus  herte  myn,  for  Antenor,  alias  ! 
I  sone  shal  be  chaunged,  as  I  wene. 

But   how   shul  j-e   don   in  this   sorwful 

cas, 
How  shal  yoxiT  tendre  herte  this  sustene? 
But   herte   myn,  for-yet  this  sorwe  and 

tene,  796 

And  me  also  ;  for,  soothly  for  to  seye. 
So  j-e  wcl  fare,  I  recche  not  to  deye.' 

115.  How   miglite  it   ever   y-red   ben   or 
y-songe. 

The   pleynto   that   she   made  in  hir  dis- 
tresse  ?  800 

I  noot ;  but,  as  for  me,  my  litel  tonge. 
If  I  discreven  wolde  hir  hevinesse, 
It  sholde  make  hir  sorwe  seme  lesse 


Than  that  it  was,  and  childishly  deface 
Hir  heigh  compleynte,  and  therfore  I  it 
pace.  805 

116.  Pandare,    which    that     sent     from 
Troilus 

Was  to  Criseyde,  as  ye  han  herd  devyse. 
That  for  the  beste  it  was  accorded  thus. 
And  he  ful  glad  to  doon  him  that  servyse, 
Un-to  Criseyde,  in  a  ful  secree  wyse,      810 
ITier-as  she  lay  in  torment  and  in  rage, 
Com  hir  to  telle  al  hoolly  his  message. 

117.  And  fond  that  she  hir-selven  gan  to 
trete 

Ful  pitously  ;  for  with  hir  salte  teres 
Hir   brest,   hir    face    y-bathed    was    ful 

wete ;  815 

The  mighty  tresses  of  hir  sonnish  heres, 
Unbroyden,  hangen  al  aboute  hir  eres  ; 
Which  yaf  him  verray  signal  of  martyro 
Of    deeth,    which    that    hir    herte    gan 

desjrre. 

118.  Whan  she  him  saw,  she  gan  for  sorwe 
anoon  820 

Hir  tery  face  a-twixe  hir  armes  hyde, 
For  which  this  Pandare  is  so  wo  bi-goon. 
That   in   the   hous   he    niighte   unnethe 

abyde, 
As  he  that  pitee  felte  on  every  syde. 
For  if  Criseyde  hadde  erst  compleyned 

sore,  825 

Tho  gan   she  pleyne  a  thousand  tjines 

more. 

1 19.  And  in  hir  aspre  pleynte  than  she 
seyde, 

'  Pandare  first  of  joyes  mo  than  two 
Was  cause  causinge  un-to  me,  Criseyde, 
That    now    transmuwed    been    in   cruel 

wo.  830 

Wher  shal  I  seye  to  yow  "  wel  come  "  or 

no. 
That  aldci-first  me  broughto  in-to  servyse 
Of  love,  alias  I  that  endeth  in  swich  ■w'j-sc? 

120.  Endeth  than  love  iu  wo  ?  Ye,  or  men 
lyeth  !  834 

And  alle  worldly  blisse,  as  thinketh  mc, 
The  ende  of  blisse  ay  sorwe  it  occupyeth  ; 
And  who-so  troweth  not  that  it  so  be, 
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Lat  liini  upon  me,  wofnl  -wrcccLe,  y-see, 
That   ni>--selt'  bate,    aud    ay   my   birthe 

acorse, 
Felinge  alwey,  fro  wikke  I  go  to  worse. 

121.  Who-so  me  seeth,  he  seeth  sorwe  al 
at  ones,  841 

Pojnie,  torment,  pleynte,  wo,  distresse. 
Out  of  my  -Nvoful  body  harm  ther  noon  is, 
As  anguish,  langour,  cruel  bittemesse, 
A-noy,  smert,  drede,  fury,  and  eek  sik- 
nesse.  845 

I  trowe,  j'-wis,  from  hevene  teres  reyne. 
For  pitee  of  niyn  aspre  and  cruel  pej'ne  ! ' 

122.  'And  thou,  my  suster,   ful  of  dis- 
comfort,' 848 

Quod  Pandarus,  'what  thenkestowto  do? 
VThy  ne  hastowto  thy-selven  som  resport, 
"Why  woltow  thus  thy-selve,  alias,  for-do  ? 
Leef  al  this  werk  and  tak  now  hede  to 
That  I  shal  seyn,  and  herkne,  of  good 

entente. 
This,    which   by    me    thy    Troilus    thee 

sente.' 

123.  Torned    hir     tho     Criseyde,    a    wo 
makinge  855 

So  greet  that  it  a  deeth  was  for  to  see  : — 
'  Alias  ! '  quod  she,  '  -sN-hat  wordes  may  ye 

bringe  ? 
"Wliat  wol  my  dere  herte  seyn  to  me, 
Which  that  I  drede  never-mo  to  see?   859 
AVol  he  have  ple,^'nte  or  teres,  er  I  wende  ? 
I  have  y-nowe,  if  he  ther-after  sende  ! ' 

124.  She  was  right  swich  to  seen  in  hir 
visage 

As  is  that  wight  that  men  on  here  binde ; 
Hir  face,  lyk  of  Paradys  the  image, 
A\'as  al  y-chaunged  in  another  kinde.  865 
The  plcye,  the  laughtre  men  was  wont  to 

finde 
In  hir,  and  eek  hir  joyes  everychone, 
Ben   fled,  and  thus  lyth  now  Criseyde 

allone. 

125.  Aboute  hir  eyen  two  a  piu'pre  ring 
Bi-trent,    in    sothfast    tokninge   of   hir 

peyne,  870 

That  to  biholde  it  was  a  dedly  thing. 
For  wliich  Pandare  mighte  not  restreyue 


The  teres  from  his  eyen  for  to  reyne. 
But  nathelees,  as  he  best  mighte,  he  seyde 
From  Troilus  thise  wordes  to  Criseyde.  875 

126.  'Lo,   nece,  I  trowe  ye  han  herd  al 
how 

The   king,    with   othero   lordes,  for    the 

beste. 
Hath   mad   esehaunge   of   Antenor   and 

yow, 
That    cause    is   of  this   sorwe  and   this 

unreste. 
But  how  tliis  cas  doth  Troilus  molestc,  880 
That   may   non    erthely   mannes    tonge 

seye  ; 
For  verray  wo  his  wit  is  al  aweye. 

127.  For  whiclx   we   han   so   sorwed,   he 
and  I,  >,J«.'v>^  •>^-»-»'^ 

That  in-to  litejjbOThe  it  hadde  us  slawe  ; 
But  thurgh  my  conseil  this  day,  fyually, 
He  somwhat  is   fro   weping  now   with- 

drawe.  886     • 

And  semetli  me  that  he  desyreth  fawer'^A,^'^'^ 
With  yow  to  been  al  night,  for  to  devyso 
Kemede  in  this,  if  ther  were  any  wyse. 

128.  This,  short  and  pleyne,  th'effect  of 
my  message,  890 

As  ferforth  as  my  wit  can  comprehende. 
For  j^e,  that  been  of  torment  in  swich  rage, 
May  to  no  long  prologe  as  now  eutende ; 
And  her-iipon  ye  may  answere  him  sende. 
And,  for  the  love  of  god,  my  nece  dere. 
So  leef  this  wo  er  Troilus  be  here.'        896 

129.  '  Gret  is  my  wo,'  quod  she,  and  sighte 
sore. 

As  she  that  feleth  dedly  sharp  distresse ; 
'  But  yet  to  me  liis  sorwe  is  muchel  more, 
That   love    him    bet    than   ho   him-self, 
I  gesse.  9;x) 

Alias  !  for  nie  hatli  he  swich  hevinesse  ? 
Can  he  for  me  so  pitonsly  compleyne? 
Y-wis,  this  sorwe  doubleth  al  my  peyne. 

180.  Grevous  to   me,   god  Avot,  is  for  to 

twinne,' 
Quod  she,  '  but  yet  it  hardere  is  to  me  905 
To  seen  that  sorwe  which  that  he  is  inue ; 
For  wel  wot  I,  it  wol  my  bane  be  ; 
And  deye  I  wol  in  certaj'n,'  tho  quod  she ; 
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'  Biit  hifUlc  liini  come,  er  deeth,  that  thus  '  If  to  this  soor  ther  may  he  founden  salve, 

mo  thi'ftcth,  It    shal    itot 

Dryve  out  that  goost,  which  in  myn  herte  halve.' 

hototh.'  yu) 


131.  Thise  wordes  seyd,  she  on  hir  armes 

two 
Fil  griif,  and  gan  to  wepe  pitously. 
Quod  Pandanis,  '  alias  !  why  do  ye  so, 
Syn  wel  ye  wot  the  tyme  is  faste  by. 
That  he  shal  come  ?   Arys  up  hastely,    915 
That  he  yow  nat  biwojien  thus  ne  finde, 
But  ye  wol   lian   him  wood   out  of  his 

minde  ! 


lakkeu,   certain,    on 


myn 
945 


132.  For  wiste  he  that 
manere 


ye  ferde  in  this 


136.  Goth    Pandaiois,    and    Troilus    he 

soughte, 
Til  in  a  temple  he  fond  him  alloue, 
As  he  that  of  his  lyf  no  lenger  roughte  ; 
But  to  the  pitouse  goddes  everichonc 
Ful  tendrely  he  jireyde,  and  made  his 

mone,  *  950 

To  doon  him  sone  out  of  this  world  to 

pace  ; 
For  wel  he  thoughte  ther  was  non  other 

grace. 


— ,  ^  137.  And  shortly,  al  the  sothe  for  to  seye, 

He  wolde  him-selve  slee  ;  and  if  I  wende  7^    He  was  so  fallen  in  despeyr  that  daj', 
To  han   this  fare,   he   sholde  not  come  c^hatoutrely  he  shoophimfor  todcye.  955 

here  9-o^'  For  right  thus  was  his  argument  alwey 


For  al  the  good  that  Pryam may  despende.-,  ^^^  ^^j,^^,  ..^ — ^  ^...  ^^.^..,  ..„^  —  ^j  . 
For  to  what  fyn  ho  wolde  anoon  pretende,  J   '  For  al  that  comtli,  comtli  by  necessitee 
That  knowe  I  wel ;  and  for-thy  yet  I  seye, 
So  leef  this  sorwe,  or  jilatly  he  wol  deye. 


183.  And  shapeth  yow  his  sorwe  for  to 
abregge,  925 

'And  nought  encresse,  leve  nece  swete  ; 
Beth  rather  to  him  cause   of  flat  than 

egge, 
And  with  som  ■\\-ysdom  ye  his  sorwes  bete. 
What  lielpeth  it  to  wepen  ful  a  strete. 
Or  though  ye  bothe  in  salte  teres  dre.ynte  ? 
Bet  isa  tymeof  cureaj'thanof  j)leynte.  931 

134.  I  mene   thus  ;    whan   I   him   hider 
bruage, 

Sin  j^e  ben  wyse,  aiid  bothe  of  oon  assent, 
So  shapeth  how  distourbe  your  goinge. 
Or  come  ayen,  sone  after  ye  be  went.    935 
AVommen  ben  -vN-yse  in  short  avysement ; 
And   lat    sen   how  yoi\r   v.-it    shal    now 

avayle  ; 
And  what  that  I  may  helpe,  it  shal  not 

fayle.' 

135.  '  Go,'   quod    Criseyde,     '  and    uncle, 
trewely, 

I  shal  don  al  my  might,  me  to  restreyne 
From  weping  in  his  sight,  and  bisily,  941 
Him  for  to  glade,  I  shal  don  al  my  pejTie, 
^ind  in  myn  herte  seken  everj-  vej-ne  ; 


He  seyde,  he  nas  but  loren,  waylawey  ! 
'  For  al  that  comtli,  comtli  by  nece 
Thus  to  be  lorn,  it  is  my  destinee. 

138,  For  certaynlv.  this   wot 


For  certaynly,  this   wot  I  wel,'  he 

seyde,  960 

'  That  for-sight  of  divj-ue  purveyaunce 
Hath  seyn  alwey  me  to  for-gon  Criseyde, 
Sin  god  seeth  every  thing,  out  of  dout- 

aunce, 
And  hem  desponeth,  thourgh  his  orde- 

naunce, 
In  hir  merrtes  sothly  for  to  be,  965 

As  they  shul  comen  hy  predestinee. 

139.  BuT'uathelees.   alias!  whom  slial  I 

leve  ? 
For  ther  ben  grete  clerkes  many  oon. 
That  destinee  thorugh  argumeiites  preve  ; 
And  som  men  seyn  that  nedely  ther  is 

noon ;  970 

But  that  free  chois  is  yeven  us  everichoon, 
O,  welaway!  so  sleye  arn  clerkes  olde. 
That  I  not  whos  opinion  I  may  holde. 

140    For   som  men  seyn,   if  god  seth  al 

bit brn . 
Ne  god  may  not  deceyved  ben,  pardee,  975 
Than  moot  it  fallen,  though  men  hadde  it 

sworn. 
That  purvcyaimce  hath  seyn  bifore  to  be. 
Wherfor  I  se^'e,  that  from  eteruc  if  he 
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Hath  wist  bifom  our  thought  cek  as  our 

ilede, 
\\'e  have  no  free  chois,  as  these  clerkes 

rede.  980 

1-11.  For  other  thought  nor  other  dede 

also 
Might  never  be,  but  swich  as  purveyaunce, 
Which  may  not  ben  deceyved.  never-mo, 
Hath  feled  biforn,  with-outen  ignoraunce. 
For  if  ther  mighte  been  a  variaunce     985 
To  ■wTj'then  out  fro  goddes  purveyinge, 
Ther  uere  no  prescience  of  thing  cominge ; 

1-1'2.  But  it  were  rather  an  opinioun 
Uncerteyn,  and  no  stedfasfc  forseinge  ; 
And  certes,  that  were  an  abusioun,       990 
That  god  shuld  han  no  parfit  cleer  witinge 
More   than   we   men   that  han    doutous 

weninge. 
But  swich  an  errour  up-on  god  to  gesse 
Were  fals  and  foul,  and  wikked  corsed- 

uesse. 

14-3.  Eek  this  is  an  opinioun  of  somme  995 

That  han  hir  top  ful  heighe  and  smothe 
y-shore  ; 

They  seyn  right  thvis,  that  thing  is  not  to 
come 

For  that  the  prescience  hath  seyn  bifore 

That  it  shal  come;  bvit  they  seyn,  that 
ther  fore 

That  it  shal  come,  therfore  the  purvey- 
aunce 1000 

Wot  it  bifom  with-outen  ignoraunce  ; 


144.  And  ill  this  manere  this  necessitee 
Retometh  in  his  part  contrarie  agayn. 
For  needfully  bihoveth  it  not  to  be 
That  thilke  thinges  fallen  in  certayn  t(X)5 
That  ben  purveyed  ;  but  nedely,  as  they 

sejTi, 
Bihoveth  it   that   thinges,   whiche   that 

falle. 
That  they  in  certayn  ben  purveyed  alle. 

145.  I  mene  as  though  I  laboured  me  in 
this. 

To  enqueren  which  thing  cause  of  which 
thing  be  ;  loio 

As  whether  that  the  prescience  of  god  is 
The  certayn  cause  of  the  necessitee 


Of  thinges  that  to  oomon  been,  pardee  ; 

Or  if  necessitee  of  thing  cominge 

Bo  cause  certeyn  of  the  purveyinge.     1015 

146.  But  now   ne  enforce   I  me   nat  in 
shewinge 

How  the  ordre  of  causes  stant ;  but  wel 

wot  I, 
That  it  bihoveth  that  the  bifallinge 
Of  thinges  wist  biforen  certeynly 
Be  necessarie,  al  seme  it  not  ther-bj'  1020 
That  prescience  put  falling  necessaire 
To   thing  to   come,  al   falle   it  foule  or 

faire. 

147.  For  if  ther  sit  a  man  yond  on  a  see. 
Than  by  necessitee  bihoveth  it 

That,  certes,  thyn  opinioun  soth  be,     I'u; 
That  wenest  or  conjectest  that  he  sit ; 
And  ferther-over  now  ayenward  yit, 
Lo,  right  so  it  is  of  the  part  contrarie, 
As   thus  ;    (now  herkne,  for  I   wol   not 
tarie) : 

148.  I  sej'e,  that  if  the  opinioun  of  thee 
Be  sooth,  for  that   he   sit,  than  seye  I 

this,  lo^i 

That  he  mot  sitten  by  necessitee  ; 
And  thus  necessitee  in  either  is. 
For  in  him  nede  of  sitting  is,  y-wis, 
And  in  thee  nede  of  sooth  ;  and  thus,  for- 

sothe,  1035 

Ther  moot  necessitee  ben  in  yow  bothe. 

149.  But  thou  mayst  seyn,  the  man  sit 
not  therfore. 

That  thyn  opinion  of  sitting  soth  is  ; 
But  rather,  for  the  man  sit  ther  bifore, 
Therfore  is  thyn  opinion  sooth,  y-wis.  1040 
And  I  seye,  though  the  cause  of  sooth  of 

this 
Comth  of  his  sitting,  yet  necessitee 
Is  entrechaunged,  bothe  in  him  and  thee. 

1.50.  Thus    on    this    same   wyse,    out   of 

doutaunce, 
I  may  wel  maken,  as  it  semeth  mo,     1045 
My  resoninge  of  goddes  purveyaunce. 
And  of  the  thinges  that  to  comen  be  ; 
By  whiche  reson  men  may  wel  y-see, 
That  thilke  thinges  that  in  erthe  falle, 
That  by  necessitee  they  comen  alle.    1050 
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151.  For  al-tlii)nfi;h  that,  for  thing  shal 
come,  y-wis, 

Thorfore  is  it  purveyed,  certaynly, 
Nat  that  it  comth  for  it  purveyeil  is  : 
Yet  nathelees,  bihoveth  it  nedi'ully, 
Tliat  thing  to  come  be  purveyed,  trewely ; 
Or  elles,  tliinges  that  purveyed  be,      1056 
That  they  bityden  by  necessitee. 

152.  And    this    suffyseth     right    y-now, 
certejTi, 

For  to  destroye  oxir  free  chois  every  del. — 
But  now  is  this  abusion  to  seyn,  1060 

That  falliuge  of  the  thinges  temjwrel 
Is  cause  of  goddes  prescience  eternel. 
Now  trewely,  that  is  a  fuls  sentence. 
That  thing  to   come    sholde    cause    his 
prescience. 

153.  What  might  e  I  wane,  and  I  hadde 
swich  a  thought,  1065 

But  tliat  god  purveyth  thing  that  is  to 

come 
For  that  it  is  to  come,  and  elles  nought? 
So  mighte  I  wene  that  thinges  alle  and 

some. 
That  whylom  been  bifalle  and  over-come, 
Ben   cause    of   thilke   sovereyu  purvey- 

aimce,  1070 

That  for-wot  al  with-outen  ignoraunce. 

15i.  And  over  al  this,  j-et  seye  I  more 

her  to, 
That   light   as   whan    I  woot   ther   is   a 

tiling, 
Y-wis,  tliat  thing  inot  nedefully  be  so  ; 
Eck    right    so,    whan    I    woot   a    thing 

coming,  io;5 

So  mot  it  come  ;  and  thus  the  bifalling 
Of  thinges  that  ben  wist  bitbre  the  tyde, 
Thoy  mows   not   been   eschewed   on   no 

syde.' 

155.  Than  seyde  he  thus,  '  almighty  Jove 

in  trone, 
That  wost  of  al  this  thing  the  soothfast- 

nesse,  1080 

Ecwe  on  my  sorwe,  or  do  me  deye  sone, 
Or  bring  Criseyde  and  me  fro  this  dis- 

tresse.' 
And  wbyl  he  was  in  al  this  hevinesse, 


Disxiutingc  with  him-self  in  this  matere, 
Com  Pandare  in,  and  soj-de  as  ye  may 
here.  10S5 

156.  '  O  mighty  god,'  quod  Pandai-us,  '  in 
trone, 

Ey  !  who  seigh  ever  a  wys  man  faren  so  ? 
Why,  Troilus,  what  thenkestow  to  done  ? 
Hastow  swich  lust  to  boon  thyn  owene  fo  ? 
What,  parde,yet  is  not  Criseyde  a-go  !  1090 
Why  lust  thee  so  thy-self  for-doon  for 

drede. 
That  in  thyn  heed  thyn  eyen  semen  dede  ? 

157.  Hastow  not  lived   manj'  a  yeer  bi- 
forn  C.  r 

AVith-outen  hir,  and  ferd  ful  wel  ^t  ese  ?  •<!»;>>-»_ 
Artow  for  hir  and  for  non  other  born  ?  u.  o  O 

Hath  kind  thee  wroughte  al-only  hii-  to 

plese  ?  1096 

Lat  be,  and  theiik  right  thus  in  thy  disese  : 
That,  in  the  dees  right   as  ther  fallen 

channces, 
Eight  so   ill  love,  ther  come  and  goon 

plesaunces. 

158.  And  yet  this  is  a  wonder  most  of  alle, 
Why  tlion  thus  sorwest,   sin  thou  nost 

not  yit,  HOI 

Touching   hir  goinge,  limv  that  it  shal 

falle, 
Ne  if  she  can  hir-self  distorben  it. 
Thou  hast  not  yet  assayed  al  hir  wit.  ^^vj-'S' 

A  man  may  al  by  tyme  his  nekke  bede  1 105  _^^.^.,.e^^ 
Whan  it  shal  of,  and  sorwen  at  the  nede.  ' 

159.  For-thy  take  hede  of  that  that  I  shal 
seye  ; 

I  have  with  hir  y-spoke  and  longe  j'-be, 
So  as  accorded  was  bitwixe  us  tweye. 
And  ever-nio  me  thinketh  thus,  that  she 
Hath  som-what  in  hir  hertes  xirevetee, 
Wher-with  she  can,  if  I  shal  right  arede, 
Distorbe   al   this,   of  which  thou  art  in 
drede.  1 '  13 

160.  For  -which  my  cotinseil  is,  whan  it  is 
night, 

Thou  to   hir  go,   and   make   of  this  an 

ende ; 
And    blisful    Juno,    thourgh    hir    grete 

mighte,  1 1 16 
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Shal,  as  I  liopo,  liir  grace  un-to  us  senile.       165.   '  0  Jove,   I  dej-e,   and  mercy  I  l>e- 
Myu  horte  seytb,  ''  certeyn,  she  shalliot 

•wende  ;" 
And  for-thy  put  tliyn  lierte  a  wli>le  in 

reste ;  '"9 

And  hold  this  purpos,  for  it  is  the  beste.' 


.""SI.  This  Troilus  auswerdc,   and    sighte 

sore, 
'Thou  seyst  right  -nvcI,  and  I  wil  do  right 

so  ;' 
And  -\vliat   him  liste,  he  seydc  uu-to  it 

more. 
And  whan  that  it  was  tyme  for  to  go, 
Ful  prevely  him-self,  with-oiiten  mo,  n->5 
Un-tn  hir  com,  as  he  was  wont  to  done  ; 
And  how  they  wroughte,  I  shal  vow  telle 

sone. 

162.  Soth  is,  that  whan  they  gonno  first 
to  mete,  J>-8 

So  gan  the  peyne  hir  hcrtes  for  to  twiste, 
That  neither  of  hem  other  mighte  grote. 
But  hem  in  armes  tokc  and  atter  Iciste. 
The  lasse  wofuUe  of  hem  botlie  uiste 
Wher  that  he  was,  ne  mighte   o  word 

out-bringe. 
As  I  seyde  erst,  for  wo  and  for  sobbinge. 

163.  Tho  woful  teres    that    they   leten 

As  bittre  weren,  out4)f  tores  kinde. 
For  peyne,  as  is  ligne-aloes  or  galle.        , 
So  bittro  teres  weep  nought,  as  I  finde. 
The  Woful  Myrra  througli  tlie  )jark  and 

rinde. 
That  in  this  world  ther  nis  so  hard  an 

herte,  1140 

That   nolde   ban    rowed   on   hir    peyues 

smerte. 

16i.    But   wlian   hir  woful   wery  gostes 

tweyno 
Eetorne<l  been  ther-as  bom  oughto  dwelle. 


secbe  ! 
Help,  Troilus!'  and  ther-with-al  hir  face 
Upon    his    brest    she    leyde,    and    loste 

speche  ;  1151 

Hir  woful  spirit  from  his  propre  place, 
llight  with  tlie  woril,  alwey  up  poyut  Uf 

pace. 
And  thus  she  lyth  with  hewes  pale  and 

grene, 
That   whylom   fresh   and  fairest  was  t" 

sene.  »i55 

166.  This  Troilus,  that  on  hir  gan  biholde. 
Clepingo  hir  name,  (and  she  lay  as  for 

deed, 
With-oute  answere,  and  felte  hir  limes 

colde, 
Hir  eyen  throvjen  upward  to  hir  heed). 
This   sorwful  man   can  now  noon  other 

reed,  i'^«> 

But  ofte  tyme  hir  coldc  moitth  he  kiste  ; 
Wlier  him  was  wo,  god  and  him-self  it 

wiste  ! 

167.  He  rist  him  up,  and  long  streight  he 
hir  leyde  ; 

For   signe   of  lyf,  for   ought   he  can  or 

may, 
Can  he  noon  finde  in  no-thing  on  Cri- 

seyde,  i'<'5 

For  which  his  song  ful  ofte  is  '  weylaway '.' 
But  whan  he  saugh  th.-it  specheles  she 

lay, 
■\Vith  sorwful  vo,\s,  and  herte  of  blisse  al 

l>are, 
He   seyde  how  she   was   fro  this   world 

y-fare  ! 

168.  So  after  (hat  he  longo  hadde   hir 
compleyned,  i'7" 

His  hondes  wronge,  and  seyd  that  was  to 
saye. 


And  that  som-what  to  waykon  gan  the  '  And  with   his  teres   salte  hir  brost   bi 

peyne  reyncd, 

By  lengthe  of  pleynte,  and  ebben  gan  tlie      Ho  gan  tho  teres  wypen  of  ful  dreyc, 

welle  1 145      And  pitously  gan  for  the  soule  preye 

Of  hire  teres,  and  the  herte  unswelle. 
With  broken  \oys,  al  boors  for-shright. 


Ci'iseyde 
To  Troilus  thise  ilke  wordes  seyde  : 


And  seyde,  '  O  lord,  that  set  art  in  tby 
trone,  "75 

Rewe  eek  on  me,  for  I  shal  folwe  hir 
sono  ! ' 


f--ir^ 


I  l/\J-A^OM_», 


Book  IV.] 


!9I 


169.  She  cold  was  and  with-oiiten  sente- 
inent, 

For  alight  he  woot,  for  broeth  lie  felte  he  , 

noon  ;  — -  ' 

And  this  was  him  a  ])rei°rn;uit  iirgiiment 
That   she   was   forth    out   uf  this   workl 
agoon ;  1180 

And  whan  he  scigh  ther  was  non  otlicr 

woon, 
He  gan  hir  limes  clresse  in  swich  manere 
As  men  don  hem  that  sliul  be  leyd  on  here. 

170.  And  after  this,  with  sterne  and  cruel 
hei-te, 

His  swerd  a-noon  out  of  his  shethe  he 

twighte,  11.S5 

Hini-self  to   sleen,   how   sore    that    him 

snierte, 
So  that  his  sowle  hir  sowlo  folwen  mighte, 
Ther-as  the  doom  of  Mynos  wolde  it  dighte ; 
Sin  love  and  cruel  Fortune  it  ne  wolde, 
That  in  this  workl  ho  lenger  liven  sliolde. 

171.  Thanne   seyde   he    thus,    fulfild   of 
heigh  desdayn,  119 1 

'  O  cruel  Jove,  and  thou,  Fortune  adverse. 
This   al   and   som,    that   falslj-   have    ye 

slayn 
Crisoyde,  and  sin  ye  ma\-  do  me  no  werse, 
Fy   on.  your   might   and   werkes    so   di- 
verse !  1195 
TIius  cowardly  ye  shul  me  never  winne  ; 
Ther  shal  no  deeth  me  fro  my  ladj'  twiniie. 

172.  For  I  this  world,  sin  ye  han  slayn  hir 
thus, 

Wol  lete,  and  folowe  hir  spirit  lowe  or  hye; 
Shal  never  lover  sej-n  that  Troilus       1200 
Dar  not,  for  fere,  with  his  lady  dye  : 
For  eerteyn,  I  wol  here  hir  companye. 
But  sin  ye  wol  not  suffre  us  liven  here. 
Yet  sutfreth  that  our  soules  ben  y-fere. 

173.  And  thou,  citee,  whiche  that  I  leve 
in  wo,  1205 

And  thou,  Pryam,  and  brethercn  al  y-fere, 
And  thou,  mj-  moder,  farewel  !  for  I  go  ; 
And  Attropos,  make  redy  thou  my  here  ! 
And  thou,  Criseyde,  o  swete  herte  dcre, 
Eecey^■e  now  my  spirit  ! '  wolde  he  seye. 
With  swerd  at  herte,  al  redy  for  to  deye. 


174.  But  as  god  wolde,  of  swough  ther- 
with  she  abreyde,  1212 

And  gan  to  syke,  ami '  Troilus  '  she  cryde  ; 
And  he  answerde,  '  lady  iiiyn  Criseyde, 
Live  ye  yet?'  and  leet  his  swerd  doun 
glydc.  1215 

'  Ye,  herte  mj-n,  that  thanked  be  Ciipyde !'' 
Quod  she,  and  ther-witli-al  she  sore  sighte ; 
And  he  bigan  to  glaile  hir  as  he  mighto  ; 

175.  Took  hir  in  armes  two,  and  kiste  hir 
ofte. 

And  hir  to  glaile  he  dide  al  his  entente  : 
For  which    hir   goost,    that    flikered   ay 
on-lofte,  1221 

In-to  hir  woful  herte  ayeiii  it  wente. 
But  at  the  laste,  as  that  hir  eyen  glente 
A-s.^-de,  anoon  she  gan  his  swerd  asp.^•e, 
As  it  lay  bare,  and  gan  for  fere  Qvyti,   1225 

176.  And  asked  him,  why  he   it   hadde- 
out-drawe  ? 

And  Troilus  anoon  the  cause  hir  tolde. 
And   how    himself    ther-with    he   wolde 

have  slawe. 
For  which  Criseyde   up-on  him  gan  bi- 

holde,  it* 

And  gan  him  in  hir  armes  faste  folde,  1230  y^^ 
And  seyde,   '  O  mercy,  god,  lo,  which  a      J^ 

dede  !  ^ 

Alias  !  how  neigh  we  were  bothe^  ded_o  I 

J.77.  Thanne   if  I  ne   hadde  spoken,  as 

grace  was, 
Ye   wolde   han  slayn  your-self  anoon  ?  "■ 

quod  she. 
'  Ye,  douteless ; '  and  she  answerde,  ' alias  f 
For,  by  that  ilke  lord  that  made  me,  1236- 
I  nolde  a  forlong  we.^•  on-ly  ve  han  be. 
After  your  deeth,  to  han  be  crowned  quene 
Of  al  the  lond  the  souue  on  slivneth  sheue. 


3t> 

fee 


178.  But  with  this  solve  swerd,  which 
that  here  is,  1240 

My-selve  I  wolde  have  slayn  ! " — quod  she 
tho  ; 

'  But  ho,  for  we  han  right  j--now  of  this, 

And  late  us  ryse  and  streight  to  bedi,le  go, 

And  there  lat  vs  speken  of  our  wo. 

For,  by  the  morter  which  that  I  see- 
brenne.  1 245 

Knowe  I  ful  wel  that  day  is  not  fer  henne.'' 
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170.  Wliau   tliey  were   in  liir  bedde,  in 

arines  loldc, 
Nought  was  it  lyk  the  niglites  here-biforn ; 
For  pitously  ech  other  gan  bihokle,  1249 
As  they  that  hadden  al  hir  blisse  y-loru, 
Biwnylinge  ay  the  daj-that  they  were  born. 
Til  at  the  last  this  sorwt'ul  wight  Crisej-de 
To  Troilus  these  ilke  wordes  se^^de  : — 

180.   •  Lo,  herte  myn,  wel  wot   ye   this,' 
quod  she,  1 254 

'Tliat  if  a  wight  alwey  his  wo  compleyne, 
And  seketli  nought. how  holpen  for  to  be, 
It  nis  but  folye  and  encrees  of  peyne  ; 
And  sin  tliathere  assembled  be  wetweyne 
To  finde  bote  of  wo  that  we  ben  inne, 
It  were  al  tyme  sone  to  biginne.  1260 

1>^1.  I  am  a  womman,  as  ful  wel  ye  woot, 

And  as  I  am  avysed  sodevnlv, 

So  wol  I  telle  yow,  whyl  it  is  hoot. 

Me  thinketh  thus,  that  neither  j'e  nor  I 

Oughte  half  this  wo  to  make  skilfully.  1265 

For  there  is  art  y-now  for  to  redresse 

That  yet  is  mis,  and  sleeu  this  heviuesse. 

182.  Sooth  is,  the  wo,  the  whiche  that  we 
ben  inne, 

For  ouglit  I  woot,  for  no-thing  elles  is 
But  for  the  cause  that  we  sholden  twinne. 
Considered  al,  ther  nis  no-more  amis.  1271 
But  what  is  thanne  a  remede  \in-to  this. 
But  that  we  shape  us  sone  for  to  mete  ? 
This  al  and  som,  my  dere  herte  swete. 

183.  Now   llifit    I   shal   wel    bringeu   it 
about  e  1275 

To  come  ayein,  sone  after  that  I  go, 
Tlier-of  am  I  no  manor  thing  in  doute. 
For  dredeles,  with-inne  a  wouke  or  two, 
I  shal  ben  hero  ;  and,  that  it  may  be  so 
Bj^  alle  right,  and  in  a  wordes  fewe,    1280 
I  shal  yow  wel  an  heep  of  weyos  shewe. 

184.  For  which    I   wol  not   make   long 
sermoun, 

For  tyme  j'-lost  may  not  recovered  be  ; 
But  I  wol  gon  to  my  conclusioun,        1284 
And  to  the  besto,  in  ought  that  I  can  see. 
And,  for  the  love  of  god,  for-yeve  it  me 
If  I  speke  ought  ayein  }-i)ur  hertes  reste  ; 
For  trewely,  I  spcke  it  for  the  beste  ; 


185.  Makinge  alwey  a  protestaciorin, 
That  now  these  wordes,  whiche  that  I  shal 

seye,  1290 

Nis  but  to  shewe  yoM'  my  mocioun. 
To  finde  un-to  our  helpe  the  beste  we.ve  ; 
And  taketh  it  non  other  wj'se,  I  preye. 
For  in  effect  wliat-so  ye  me  comaundo, 
Tliat  wol  I  doon,  for  that  is  no  demaunde. 

186.  Now  herkencth   this,   yo   han   wol 
understonde,  1296 

My  going  graiinted  is  by  parlement 
So  ferforth,  that  it  maj'  not  be  with-stonde 
For  al  this  world,  as  by  my  jngement. 
And  sin  therlielpeth  noon  a\^'sement  1300 
To  letten  it,  lat  it  passe  out  of  minde  ; 
And  lat  us  shape  a  bettre  way  to  finde. 

187.  The  sothe  is,  that  the  twinninge  of 
tis  twc-yne 

Wol  us  disese  and  cruelliche  anoyo. 
But  him  bihoveth  som-tyme  han  a  peyne, 
That  serveth  love,  if  that  he  wol  have 
joye.  1306 

And  sin  I  shal  no  ferthere  out  of  Troye 
Than  I  may  ryde  ayein  on  half  a  morwe. 
It  oughte  lasse  causen  us  to  sorwe  : 

188.  So  as  I  shal  not  so  ben  hid  in  wvnwe. 
That  day  by  day,  mjii  owene  herte  dere, 
Sin  wel  ye  woot  that  it  is  now  a  truwe, 
Ye  shul  ful  wel  al  myn  estat  y-here.    1313 
And  er  that  truwe  is  doon,  I  shal  ben  hero. 
And  thanne  have  ye  bothe  Antenor  y- 

woune 
And  me  also  :  betli  glad  now,  if  ye  conne; 

189.  And  thenk  right  thus,  "  Criseyde  is 
now  agoon,  13 17 

But  what !  she  shal  come  hastely  ayeyn ; " 
And   whanne,   alias  ?    by   god,    lo,    i-ight 

anoon,' 
Er  dayes  ten,  this  dar  I  saufly  seyn.    1321) 
And  thanne  at  orste  shul  we  been  so  fayn. 
So  as  we  shuUe  to-goderes  ever  dwclle, 
That  al  this  world  ne  mighte  our  blisse 

telle. 

190.  I  see  that  ofte,  ther-as  we  ben  now, 
Tliat  for  the  besto,  our  conseil  for  to  hydo. 
Ye  speke  not  with  me,  nor  I  with  yow  1326 
In  fourtenight ;  no  sec  yow  go  ne  ryde. 
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May  ye  not  ten  diiyes  tlianne  abyde, 
For  myn  lionoitr,  in  swioli  an  aventure  ? 
Y-wis,  ye  movven  elles  lyte  endwre  !     1330 

191.  Ye  Icnowo  eek  how  that  al  my  kin  is 
hero, 

Bnt-if  that  onliche  it  my  fader  be  ; 
Anil  eek  myn  othere  thingcs  alle  y-fere, 
And  namcliche,  my  dere  hertc,  ye, 
AVhom  that  I  nolde  leven  for  to  see     1335 
For  al  this  world,  as  wyd  as  it  hath  space; 
Or  elles,  see  ich  never  Joves  face  ! 

192.  "Why  trowe  ye  my  fader  in  this  wyse 
Coveiteth  so  to  see  me,  biit  for  dredo  1339 
Lest  in  this  toun  that  folkes  me  dispyse 
By-cause  of  him,  for  his  unhappj'  dede? 
Wliat  woot  my  fader  what  lyf  that  I  lede? 
For  if  he  wiste  in  Troye  how  wel  I  fare, 
Us  neded  for  my  wending  nought  to  care. 

193.  Ye  seen  that  every  daj-  eek,  more 
and  more,  1345 

Men  treto  of  pees  ;  and  it  supposed  is, 
That  men  the  quene  Eleyne  shal  restore, 
And  Grekes  us  restore  that  is  mis. 
So  though  ther  nere  comfort  noon  but 
this,  1349 

That  men  piirposen  pees  on  every  syde, 
Y'e  may  the  bettre  at  ese  of  herte  abyde. 

194.  For  if  that  it  be  pees,  mjn\  herte 
dere. 

The  nature  of  the  pees  mot  nedes  dry^e 
That  men  moste  entrecomunen  y-fere. 
And  to  and  fro  eek  ryde  and  gon  as  blyve 
Aldaj-  as  thikke   as   been  flen  from  an 
hy^-e ;  1356 

And  everj'  wight  ban  libertee  to  bleve         I 
■\Mier-as  him  list  the  bet,  with-outen  leve. 

195.  And  though  so  be  that  pees  ther  may  ; 
be  noon. 

Yet   hider,   though   ther  never  pees  ne 

were,  1360  > 

I  moste  come  ;   for  whider  sholde  I  goon, 
Or  how  mischaunce  sholde  I  dwelle  there  ! 
Among  tho  men  of  armes  ever  in  fere  ?        I 
For  which,  as  wisly  god  my  soule  rede, 
I  can  not  seen  wher-of  ye  sholden  drede. 

196.  Have  here  another  wey,  if  it  so  be 
That  al  this  thing  no  may  yow  not  suftj-se.  , 


My  fader,  as  ye  knowen  wel,  pardee. 

Is  old,  and  elde  is  ful  of  coveityse. 

And   I  right  now  have  founden  al  the 

gj-.se,  1370 

With-oute   net,    wher-with    I    shal   him 

hcntc ; 
And    herkeneth    how,    if   that    ye    wole 

as.sente. 

197.  Lo,  Troilus,  men  seyn  that  hard  it  is 
The  wolf  fill,  and  the  wetlierhool  to  havei 
This  is  to  seyn,  that  men  ful  ofte,  y-wis. 
Mot  spenden  part,  the  remenaunt  for  to 

save.  1376 

For  ay  with   gold   men   may  the   herte 

grave 
Of  him  that  set  is  up-on  coveityse  ; 
And  how  I  mene,  I  shal  it  yow  de^yse. 

198.  The  moeble  which  that  I  have  in 
this  toun  ii^<^> 

Un-to  my  fader  shal  I  take,  and  seye, 
That  right  for  trast  and  for  savacioun 
It  sent  is  from  a  freend  of  his  or  tweye, 
The   whiche   freendes   ferventliche    him 

preye 
To  senden  after  more,  ainl  that  in  hye, 
Wh.yl  that  this  toun  stant  thus  in  ju- 

partye.  1386 

199.  And     that     shal     been     an     huge 
quantitee. 

Thus  shal  I  seyn,  but,  lest  it  folk  aspydo. 
This  maj'  be  sent  by  no  wight  but  by  me ; 
I  shal  eek  shewen  him,  if  pees  bityde,  1390 
What  frendes  that  ich  have  on  everj-  sydo 
Toward   the  court,   to   di'on  the  wrathe 

pace 
Of  Priamus,    and    doon    him    stonde   in 

grace. 

200.  So,  what  tor  o  thing  and  for  other, 
swete, 

I  shal  him  so  enchaunten  with  m,\-  sawes. 
That  right  in  hevene  his  sowle  is,  shal  he 

mete !  139?; 

For  al  AppoUo,  or  his  clerkes  lawes. 
Or    calculinge    avayleth    nought    three 

haives  : 
Desyr  of  gold  shal  so  his  sowle  blende. 
That,   as  mo  lyst,  I  shal  wel  make  an 

ende.  1400 
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201.  And  it' he  woMe  onght  hy  his  sort  it 
prevo 

It'  that  I  lye,  in  ccrtayn  I  shal  f<>n<lo 
Distorben  him,  and  plukke  liim  by  tho 

sieve, 
Makinge   his  sort,    and   beren    liim    on 

honde, 
He  liath  not  wel  the  goddes  un<lerstoude. 
For  goddes  spoken  in  aniphibologyes,  1406 
t~     And,  for  a  sooth,  tliey  tellen  twenty  lyes. 

'    a 

202.  Eek  dredc  fond  first  goddos^  I  sup- 

^■^•^^        pose, 

, Thns  shal  L  seyn,   and  that  his  coward 

[C-     .       hcrte 

^AflL^klade  liim  amis  the  goddes  text  to  glose, 
^.^Whan  ho  for  ferde  out  of  his   Delphos 
f^,„^j:r     sterte.  1411 

jSlid  but  I  make  him  sone  to  converte, 
And  doon  my  reed  with-inne  a  day  or 

tweye, 
I  wol  to  yow  oblige  mo  to  deye.' 

203.  And  treweliche,  as  writen  wel  I  finde, 
That  al  this  thing  was  seyd  of  good  en- 
tente ;  1416 

And  that  hir  horte  trewe  was  and  kinde 
Towardes   him,    and   spak   riglit   as   she 

mente, 
And  that  she  starf  for  wo  neigh,  whan 

she  wente, 
And  was  in  piirpos  ever  to  bo  trewe  ;  14J0 
Thns  writen   they  that    of    hir   werkes 

knewe. 

204.  This  Troilus,  with  lierte  and  eres 
spradde, 

Herde  al  tbis  thing  devysen  to  and  fro  ; 
And  verraylich  liiiu  somed  that  lie  liaddc 
The  selvc  wit ;  bnt  .yet  to  lete  liir  go   1425 
His  herte  misforyaf  him  ever-mo. 
But  fynally,  he  gan  his  herte  wrestc 
To  trusten  hir,  and  took  it  for  the  bestc. 

205.  For  which  the  grete  fnrio  of  his 
penaunce 

Was  queynt  with  hope,  and  tlier-with 
hem  bitweno  1430 

Bigan  for  joye  tlie  amorouse  daunce. 

And  as  tlie  briddes,  whan  the  sonno  is 
shone, 

Delyten  in  hir  song  in  leves  grene, 


l?ight   so   the   wordes    that    tlie.y   .spake 

y-fero 
Delyted  hem,  and  maile  hir  hertes  clere. 

206.  But   nathelcs,   tlie  wending  of  Cri- 
seyde,  143(1 

For  al  this  world,  ma.y  noTight  out  of  his 

minde  ; 
For  which  ful  ofte  he  pitously  hir  preydc, 
That  of  hir  heste  he  might  hir  trewo 

finde.  1439 

And  sej^de  hir,  '  certes,  if  ye  '^e  unkinde, 
And  but  ye  come  at  day  set  in-to  Troye, 
Ne  shal  I  never  have  hele,  honour,  ne 

207.  For  al-so  sooth  as  sonnc  up-rist  on 
morwe, 

And,    god !     so    wisly   thou    me,    woful 
wrecclie,  1444 

To  reste  bringc  out  of  this  cniel  sorwo, 
I  wol  my-selven  slee  if  that  ye  drecche. 
Bnt  of  my  deeth  though  litel  be  to  recche. 
Yet,  er  that  ye  me  cause  so  to  smerte, 
Dwel  rather  hero,  nayn  owene  swete  herte ! 

208.  For  trowely,  myn  owene  lady  dere, 
Tho  sleiglites  yet  that  I  have  herd  .yow 

store  1451 

Fnl  sliaply  been  to  failen  alle  y-fere. 
For  thus  men  sej^n,  ■'  that  oon  thenketh 

the  here,  "^ttKX -u^om 

But  al  another  thenketh  his  ledere."  ^ 
Your  sire  is  wys,  and  seyd  is,  out  of  drede, 
"  Men  may  tho  wyse  at-renne,  and  not  at- 

redc."  1456 

209.  It  is  ful  hard  to  lialten  nnespyed 
Bifore  a  crepul,  for  lie  can  the  craft ; 
Your  fader  is  in  sleighte  as  Aigns  .ved  ; 
For  al  be  that  his  moeble  is  liini  biraft, 
His  ol<b;  sleighto  is  j'ot  so  with  liim  lalt. 
Ye  shal  not  blende  him  for  j^our  woman- 

licdc,  1462 

Ne  feyne  a-right,  an<l  that  is  al  my  drede. 

210.  I  noot  if  pees  shal  ever-mo  bityde  ; 
But,  pees  or  no,  for  ernest  no  for  game, 
I  woot,  sin  Calkas  on  the  Grekes  syd'> 
Hath   ones   been,   and   lost  so  foule  liis 

name,  1467 
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He  dar   no  nioro   come   liere   ayein   for 

shame ; 
For  wliicli  that  woj-c,   for  o\iglit   I  can 

espye, 
To  trasten  on,  nis  bwt  a  fantasye.        i4;() 

211.  Yo  shal  eek  seen,  your  fader  slial 

yow  gloso 
To  been  a  wyf,  and  as  lie  oan  wel  preche. 
He  shal  som  Greek   so  preyse  and  wel 

alosc, 
That   ravisshen   lie    shal  yow   with    Ixis 

speche,  1474 

Or  do  yow  doon  by, force  qs  he  shal  teolie. 
And  Troilns,  of  whom  ye  nil  han  ronthe, 
Shal  causeles  so  sterven  in  his  trouthe  ! 

21'2.  And   over  al  this,  j-our  fader   shal 

ilespyso 
Us  alle,  and  seyn  this  eitee  nis  Imt  lorn  ; 
And  that  th'assegc  never  shal  aryse,  1481) 
For-wliy  the  Grekes  han  it  alio  sworn 
Til  we  be  slayn,  and  donn  onr  walles  torn. 
And  thus  he  shal  you  with  his  wordes 

fere, 
Tliat  ay  drede  I,  that  yc  wol  bleve  there. 

21.3.  Ye  sliul  eek  seen  so  many  a  lusty 
knight  1485 

A-mong  the  Grekes,  ful  of  worthinesse, 
And  eche  of  hem  with  herte,  wit,  and 

might 
To  plesen  yow  don  al  his  besincsse, 
That  j'e  shul  dullen  of  the  rudcnesse 
Of  us  sely  Trojanes,  but-if  roixthe        1450 
liemorde  yow,  or  vertue  of  yoiir  troutho. 

214.  And   this   to   me  so  grevons   is  to 
thinke, 

That  fro  my  brest  it  wol  my  soule  rende ; 
Ne  dredeles,  in  me  ther  may  not  sinko 
A  good  opinioun,  if  that  ye  wende  ;    1405 
For-why  your   faderes    sleighte   wol    us 

shende. 
And  if  ye  goon,  as  I  have  told  yow  yore, 
So  thenk  I  nam  but  deed,  with-oute  more. 

215.  For  which,  with  humble,  trewe,  and 
pitous  herte,  1459 

A  thousand  tymes  mercy  I  yow  preye  ; 
So  reweth  on  myn  aspre  peynes  smerte, 


And  doth  somwhat,  as  that  I  .shal  j-ow 

soye, 
And  lat  us  stele  away  bitwixo  us  tweyc  ; 
And  thenk  that  folye  is,  whan  man  may      ;  . 

chesc,  1504  y^ 

For  accident  his  substauncc  ay  to  leso.         '■**f/ 

21G.    T  mcno  this,  that  sin  we  mowo  or 

day 
Wel  stele  away,  and  been  to-gider  so, 
What  wit  were  it  to  putten  in  assay, 
In  cas  3^e  sholden  to  your  fader  go, 
If  that  3-6  mighte  come  aj'ein  or  no  ?  1510 
Thus  menc  I,  that  it  were  a  gret  folye 
To  putte  that  sikernesse  in  jupartye. 

217.  And  viilgarly  to  spoken  of  substaunce 
Of  tresour,  ma3-  wo  bothe  with  us  lede 
Y-nough  to  live  in  honour  and  plesaunce, 
Til  in-to  tj-me  that  wo  shul  ben  dedc  ; 
And    thus    wo    may    eschewen    al    this 

drede. 
For  everieh  other  wey  ye  can  recorde, 
Myn    herte,   y-wis,   may  not    ther-with 

acorde.  15 19 

218.  And  hai'dily,  ne  dredeth  no  poverte, 
For  I  have  kin  and  freendes  elles-where 
That,  though  we  comen  in  our  bare  sherte, 
Us  sholde  neither  lakke  gold  ne  gore, 
Biit  boon   honoured   whyl    wo    dwelten 

there.  1524 

And  go  we  anoon,  for,  as  in  m3-n  entente. 
This  is  the  beste,  if  that  3-0  wolo  assente. ' 

219.  Crisc3-de,  with  a  S3k,  right  in  this 
wyse  1527 

Answerde,  '  y-wis,  my  derc  herte  trewe, 
We  may  wel  stele  away,  as  ye  devyse, 
And  finde  swicho  unthrifty  weyes  newe ; 
But  afterward,  ful  sore  it  wol  us  rewe. 
And  help  me  god  so  at  m3-  moste  node 
As  causeles  3-0  suftren  al  this  drede ! 

220.  For  thilke  da3'  that  I  for  cherisshinge 
Or  drede  of  fader,  or  of  other  wight,  1535 
Or  for  estat,  del3-t,  or  for  weddiugo 

Be  fals  to  3'ow,  my  Troilus,  my  knight. 
Saturnes   doughtcr,    Juno,    thomgh   hir 

might. 
As  wood  as  Athamante  do  me  dwelle 
Eternaly  in  Stix,  the  put  of  helle  !      1540 
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221.  Aud  this  on  every  god  celestial 

I  swere  it  yow,  and  eek  on  eche  goddesse, 
On  every  Nymplie  and  deite  infernal, 
On  Satiry  and  Fanny  more  and  lesse, 
That  halve-goddes  been  of  wildernosso  ; 
And  Attropos-mythreod  of  Ivf  to-broste 
If  I  be  fals  ;  now  trowe  me  if  thow  leste  ! 

222.  Ami  thou,  Simoys,  that  as  an  arwe 
clore  1548 

Thorngh  Troj-e  rennest  ay  downward  to 

the  see, 
Ber  witnesse  of  this  word  that  sej-d  is 

here,  1550 

That  thilke  day  that  ich  iintrowe  be 
To  Troilus,  myn  owene  herte  free, 
That  thou  retorne  bakwarde  to  thy  wolle, 
And  I  with  body  and  sovile  sinke  in  helle ! 

223.  But  that  ye   speke,  awey  thus   for 
to  go  1555 

And  leten   alle  your  freendes,  god  for- 
bade. 
For  any  womman,  that  ye  sholden  so, 
And  namely,  sin  Troye  hath  now  swich 

nede  ' 

Of  help  ;  and  eek  of  o  tiling  taketh  hede, 

If  this  were  wist,  mylif  laye  in  balaunce, 

And  yoiir  honour  ;  god  shilde  us  fro  niis- 

chaunce !  1561 

224.  And  if  so  be  that  pees  her-after  take. 
As  aldiiy  happeth,  after  anger,  game, 
Wh\\  lord  !  the  sorwe  and  wo  yo  wolden 

make,  1564 

That  ye  ne  dorste  come  ayein  for  shame  ! 
And  er  that  ye  juparten  so  your  name, 
Beth  nought  to  hasty  in  this  hote  faro  ; 
For  hasty  man  ne  wanteth  never  care. 

225.  What   trowe   ye   the   peple   eek   al 
about  e  1569 

Wolde  of  it  seye  ?   It  is  fiil  light  to  arede. 
They  wolden  seye,  and  swere  it,  out  of 

doute, 
Tliafc  love  ne  droof  yow  nought  to  doon 

this  dode. 
But  lust  voluptuous  and  coward  drede. 
Thus  were  al  lost,  j'-wis,  myn  herte  dere, 
Your  honour,  which  that  now  shyneth  so 

clere.  1575 


226.  And  also  tlienketh  on  myn  honestee, 
That  flouroth  yet,  how  foule  I  sholde  it 

shende. 
And  with  what  filthe  it  spotted  sholde  be, 
If  in  this  forme  I  sholde  with  yow  wende. 
Ne  though   I   livedo   un-to   the   worldes 

ende,  1580 

My    name    sholde    I    never    ayeinward 

winne ; 
Thi^S  Avere  I  lost,  and  that  wore  routlie 

and  sinne. 

227.  And  for-thy  slee  with  reson  al  this 

hete;         viNtiT     ^l      f-HSTi  T*»t^ 
Men  seyn,  "the  suffrannt  overcometh," 

pardee ; 
Eek  "  who-so  wol  han  leef,  he  leef  inot 

lete ;  "  1585 

Thus  niaketh  vertue  of  necessitee 
By  pacience,  and  thenk  that  lord  is  he 
Of  fortiine  ay,  that   nought   wol  of  hir 

recche ; 
And  she  ne  daunteth   no   wight   but    a 

wrecche. 

228.  And  trusteth  this,  that  certes,  herte 
swete,  i5()o 

Er  Phebiis  suster,  Lxiciua  the  shene. 
The  Leoun  passe  out  of  this  Ariete, 
I  wol  ben  here,  with-onten  any  wene. 
I  mene,  as  helpe  me  Juno,  hevenes  quene, 
The  tcnthe   day,   but-if  that   deeth   me 
assayle,  1595 

I  wol  yow  seen,  with-onten  any  fayle.' 

229.  '  And  now,   so  this  he  sooth,'  quod 
Troilus, 

'  I  shal  wcl  suff're  itn-to  tlie  tenthe  day, 
Sin  that  I  see  that  node  it  moot  be  thus. 
But,  for  the  love  of  god,  if  it  be  may,  iC>oo 
So  lat  ns  stele  prively  away  ; 
For  ever  in  oon,  as  for  to  live  in  reste, 
Myn  herte  seyth  that  it  wol   lieen   the 
beste.' 

230.  '0  mercy,  god,  what  lyf  is  this?' 
quod  she  ;  1604 

'  Alias,  ye  slee  me  thus  for  verray  tene ! 
I  see  wel  now  that  ye  mistrusten  me  ; 
For  by  yoiir  wordes  it  is  wel  y-sene. 
Now,  for  the  love  of  CjTithia  the  shene, 
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Mistrnst  me  not  tlms  causeli'S,  lor  routhc ; 

Sin  to  be  trewe  I  have  yow  ^ilight  my 

trouthe.  1610 

231.  And  thenketh  wel,  that  soni  tyme  it 
is  wit 

To  spende  a  tyme,  a  tyme  for  to  winne  ; 
Ne,  Pardee,  lorn  am  I  nought  fro  yow  yit. 
Though    that    we    been    a    day   or  two 

a-twinne. 
Dryf  out  thefantasye.syowwith-innc;  1615 
And  trusteth  nie,  and   level  li   eek  your 

sorwe, 
Or  here  my  troutho,  I  wol  not  live  til 

morwe. 

232.  For  if  ye  wiste  how  sore  it  doth  me 
smerte. 

Ye  wolde  cesse  of  this  ;  for  god,    thou 

wost, 
The  pure  spirit  wepethin  myuherte,  1620 
To  see  yow  wepen  that  I  love  most, 
And  that  I  moot  gon  to  the  Grekes  ost. 
Ye,  nere  it  that  I  wiste  remedj-e 
To  come  ayeiu,  right  here  I  wolde  dye  ! 

233.  But  certes,  I  am  not  so  nyce  a  wight 
That  I  ne  can  imaginen  a  way  1626 
To  come  ayein  that  day  that  I  have  hight. 
For  who  may  holde  thing  that  wol  a-way  ? 
My  fader  nought,  for  al  his  queynte  pley. 
And  by  my  thrift,   my  wending  out  of 

Troye  1630 

Another  day  shal  tome  us  alle  to  joye. 

234.  For-thy,  witli  al  myn  lierte  I  yow 
beseke, 

If  that  yow  list  don  ought  for  my  preyere, 
And'for  the  love  which  that  I  love  yow 

eke, 
That  er  that  I  departe  fro  yow  here,    1635 
That  of  so  good  a  comfort  and  a  chere 
I  may  you  seen,  that  ye  maj-  bringe  at 

reste 
Myn  herte,   which   that   is  at  point  to 

breste. 

235.  And  over  al  this,  I  pray  yow,'  q\iod 
she  tho,  1639 

'  Myn  owene  hertes  soothfast  s\iffisauncc, 
Sin  I  am  thyn  al  hool,  with-outen  mo, 
That  whyl  that  I  am  absent,  no  plesaunce 


or  >  it  here  do  me  fro  your  roniembraunce. 
For  I  am  ever  a-gast,  for-wJiy  men  rede. 
That  "  love  is  thing  ay  ful  of  Ijisy  drede." 

236.  For  in  this  worlil  ther  liveth  lady 
noon,  1O46 

If  that  ye  were  tintrewe,  as  god  defende  ! 
That  so  bitraysed  were  or  wo  bigoon 
As  I,  that  alle  trouthe  in  yow  entende. 
And  douteles,  if  that  icli  other  wende, 
I  nere  but  deed  ;  and  er  ye  cause  finde, 
For  goddes   love,   so   beth   me   not    un- 
kinde.' 

237.  To  this  answerde  Troilus  and  seyde, 
'  Now   god,   to  whom  ther  nis  no  cause 

y-wrye,  1654 

Me  glade,  as  wis  I  never  un-to  Criseyde, 
Sin  thilke  day  I  saw  hir  first  with  ye, 
Was  fals,  ne  never  shal  til  that  I  dye. 
At  short (iwordes,  wel  ye  may  me  leve  ; 
I  can  no  more,  it  shal  be  founde  at  preve.' 

238.  '  Graunt  mercy,  goode  myn,  y-wis,' 
qiiod  she,  1660 

•  And  blisful  Venxis  lat  me  never  sterve 
Er  I  may  stonde  of  plesaunce  in  degree 
To  qiiyte  him  wel,  that  so  wel  can  deserve; 
And  whyl  that  god  my  wit  wol  me  con- 
serve, 
I   shal   so   doon,    so    trewe    I   have   jovr 
founde,  1665 

Tliat  ay  honour  to  me-ward  shal  rebounde. 

239.  For  trusteth   wel,   that   your  estat 
royal 

Ne  veyn  delyt,  nor  only  worthinesse 
Of  yow  in  werre,  or  tomey  marcial,  1669 
Xe  pompe,  an-ay,  nobley,  or  eek  richesse, 
Xe  made  me  to  rewe  on  your  distresse  ; 
But  moral  vertue,  grounded  upon  trouthe, 
That  was  the  cause  I  first  hadde  ou  yow 
routhe  ! 

240.  Eek  gentil  herte  and  manhod  that  ye 
hadde. 

And  that  ye  hadde,  as  me  thoughte,  in 
despyt  1675 

Every  thing  that  souned  in-to  badde, 
As  rudenesse  and  poeplish  appetyt ; 
And  that  your  reson  brj-dled  your  delyt, 
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Tliis  made,  aboven  everj-  creature. 
That   I  -was  your,  and  shal,  wliyl  I  nia;\- 
dure.  :68o 

241.  And  this  may  lengthe  of  yeres  not 
for-do, 

Ne  remuable  fortune  deface  ; 
But  Jux>piter,  that  of  his  might  may  do 
Tlie  sorwful  to  he  glad,  so  yeve  us  grace, 
Er  nightes  ten,  to  meten  in  this  place, 
So  that  it  may  your  herte  and  myn  suf- 

fyse ;  1686 

And  fareth  now  wel,  for  t\-me  is  that  ye 

rysc. ' 

242.  And  after  that  they  longe  y-pleyned 
hadde. 

And  ofte  y-kist  and  streite  in  amies  folde, 

The    day    gan    ryse,    and    Troilus    him 

cladde,  1690 


And  rewfuUicho  his  lady  gan  hiholde, 
As  he  that  felte  dethes  cares  colde. 
And  to  hir  grace  ho  gan  him  recomaunde  ; 
Wlier  him  was  wo,  this  liolde  I  no  de- 
maunde.  1694 

243.  For  mannes  heed  imaginen  ue  can, 
Ne    enteudement    considere,    ne    tonge 

telle 
The  cruel  peynes  of  this  sorwful  man. 
That    passen    every    torment    doun    in 

hello.  1698 

For  whan  he  saugh  that  she  ne  mighte 

dwolle. 
Which   that   his   soule  oiit  of  his  herte 

rente, 
"\^'itli-outen  more,  out  of  the  chaumbre 

he  wente.  1701 

Explicit  Liber  Quartus. 
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Incipit  Liber  Quintus. 

1.  Aprochen  gan  the  fatal  destinee 
That  Joves  hath  in  disposicioun, 

And  to  yow,  angry  Pareas,  sustren  three, 
Comjnitteth,  to  don  execucioun  ; 
For  which  Criseyde   moste   out    of    the 
toun,  5 

And  Troilus  shal  dwello  forth  in  pyno 
TilLachesis  his  threed  no  longer  twyne. — 

2.  The  golden-tressed  Phebus  heighe  on- 

lofte 
Thrj'es  liadde  alle  with  his  hemes  shcno 
The  snowcs  molte,and  Zephirus  as  ofte  10 
Y-brought  ayein  the  tendre  Icvos  grene. 
Sin  that  the  sone  of  Ecuba  the  queue 
Bigan  to  love  hir  first,  for  whom  his  sorwe 
Was  al,  that  she  doparte  sholde  a-moi-we. 

3.  Fill  redy  was  at  pryme  Dyomede,       15 
Criseyde  un-to  the  Orekes  ost  to  lede. 
For  sorwe  of  which   she    felte  hir  herte 

blede, 
As  she  that  niste  what  was  best  to  rede. 
And  trewely,  as  men  in  bokes  rede, 


Men  wiste  never  womman  han  the  care,  2t> 
Ne  was  so  looth  out  of  a  toun  to  fare. 

4.  This  Troilus,  with-outen  reed  or  lore, 
As  man  that  hath  his  joyes  eek  forlore. 
Was  waytinge  on  liis  lady  ever-more 

As  she  that  was  the  soothfast  crop  and 
more  25 

Of  al  his  lust,  or  joyes  here-tofore. 

But  Troilus,  now  farewel  al  thy  joye. 

For  shaltow  never  seen  hir  eft  in 
Troye !  • 

5.  Soth   is,    that   whyl   he   hood   in   this 

mane  re, 
i  He  gan  his  wo  ful  manlj'  for  to  hyde,     30 
That  wel  tinnethe   it   seen   was   in    lii-s 

chere  ; 
But   at  the   yate   thcr   she   sholde   onto 

ryde 
With  certoyn  foil;,  ho  hoved  hir  faltyde, 
So  wo  bigoon,  al  wolde  he  nought  him 

plejme, 
Tliat  on   his   hors   unnethe   he   sat    fy>r 

peyue.  35 
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6.  For   ire    ho   quook,   so   gan   liis  lierte 

gnawe, 
Whan  Diomede  on  horse  gan  him  dresse, 
And  seyde  nn-to  him-selt'tliis  ilke  sawe, 
'  Alias,'  quod  he,  '  thus  foul  a  wrecched- 

nesse 
'\\niy  siiffre   ich   it,    why   nil   ich   it    re- 

dresse  ?  40 

Were  it  not  bet  at  ones  for  to  dye 
Than  ever-more  in  langour  thus  to  drye  ? 

7.  Wliy   nil   I   make   at  ones  riche  and 

pore 
To  have  y-nough  to  done,  er  that  she  go  ? 
Why  nil  I  bringe  al  Troye  upon  a  rore?  45 
Why  nil  I  sleen  this  Diomede  also  ? 
Why  nil  I  rather  with  a  man  or  two 
Stele  hir  a-way  ?    Why  wol  I  this  endure  ? 
Why  nil  I  helpen  to  myn  owene  cure  ?  ' 

8.  But  why  he  nolde  doon  so  fel  a  dede. 
That  shal  I  seyn,  and  why  him.  liste  it 

spare :  51 

He  hadde  in  lierte  alwey  a  maner  drede. 
Lost  that  Criseyde,  in  rumour  of  this  faro. 
Sholde  han  ben  slayn  ;  lo,  this  was  al  his 

care. 
And  elles,  certejii,  as  I  seyde  yore,         55 
He   hadde    it    doon,   with-outen   wordes 

more, 

9.  Criseyde,  whan  she  redy  was  to  ryde, 
Ful    sorwfullj-    she    sighte,    and     seyde 

'  alias  ! ' 
But  forth  she  moot,  for  ought  that  may 

bityde, 
And  forth  she  rit  ful  sorwfully  a  i)as.    60 
Ther  nis  non  other  remedie  in  this  cas. 
What  wonder   is   though   that   hir  sore 

smerte, 
Whan  she  forgoth  hir  owene  swete  herte  ? 

10.  This  Troilus,  in  -wyse  of  curteisye, 
With  hauke  on  hond,  and  with  an  huge 

route  65 

Of  knightes,  rood  and  didehir  companye, 
Passinge  al  the  valey  fer  with-oute. 
And   ferther    wolde    han    riden,   out    of 

doute, 
Ful   fayn,   and  wo  was  him  to  goon  s<> 

sone ; 
But  tome  he  moste,  and  it  was  eek  to 

done,  70 


11.  And    right   with   that   was   Antenor 
y-come 

Out  of  the  Grekes  est,  and  every  wight 
Was  of  it  glad,  and  seyde  he  was  wel- 
come. 
And  Troihis,  al  nere  his  herte  light, 
He  pejTicd  him  with  al  his  fulle  might  75 
Him  to   with-holde   of  wepinge    at    the 

Icsto, 
And  Antenor  he  kiste,  and  made  feste. 

12.  And  ther-with-al   he   moste  his  love 
take, 

And  caste  his  eye  upon  hir  pitously. 
And  neer  he  rood,  his  caiise  for  to  make. 
To  take  hir  by  the  honde  al  sobrely.        8i 
And  lord  !  so  she  gan  wepen  tendrely .' 
And  he  ful  softe  and   sleighly   gan  hir 

soye, 
'  Now  hold  your  day,  and  dooth  me  not  to 

doye.' 

13.  With   that    his    courser    torned    he 
a-boute  85 

With  face  pale,  and  un-to  Diomede 
No  word  lie  spak,  ne  noon  of  al  his  routfc  ; 
Of  which  the  sone  of  Tydeus  took  hede. 
As  he  that  covide  more  than  the  crede 
In  swich  a  craft,  and  by  the  reyne  hir 
hente ;  90 

And  Troilus  to  Troye  homwarde  he  wente. 

14.  This  Diomede,  that  ladde  hir  by  the 
brydel, 

Whan   that   he   saw   the   folk    of  Troye 

aweye, 
Thoughte,  '  al  my  labour  shal  not  been 

on  ydel, 
If  that  I  may,  for  somwhat  shal  I  seye.  95 
For  at  the  worste  it  may  yet  shorte  our 

weye. 
I  have  herd  seyd,  eek  tymes  twyes  twelve, 
"  He    is    a   fool   that   wol   for-yete   him- 

selve." ' 

15.  But   natheles   this  thoughte   he  wel 
ynough, 

'That  ccrtaynly  I  am  aboute  nought     i(x> 
If  that  I  speke  of  love,  or  make  it  tough; 
For  douteles,  if  she  have  in  hir  thought 
Him    that    I    gesse,    he    may  not   been 
y-brought 
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So  si>ue  awey  ;  Lnt  I  slial  iinde  a  mene, 
That  sbe  not  wite  as  yet  shal  what  I 
niene.'  105 

Itj.  This  Diomede,  as  he  that  coiulo  his 

good, 
Whan  this  was  doon,  gan  fallen  forth  in 

speclie 
Of  tills   and   that,    and   asked   why   she 

stood 
In  swicli  disese,  anil  gan  hir  eek  biscclie. 
That  if  that  he  encrese  mighte  or  eche  1 10 
Witli  any  thing  liir  ese,  that  she  sholde 
Comaunde  it  him,  and  seyde  he  doon  it 

wolde. 

17.  For  trewely  lie  swoor  liir,  as  a  knight. 
That    ther    nas    thing    with   wliiehe    he 

mighte  liir  plese, 
That  he  nolde  doon  his  peyne  and  al  bis 

might  115 

To  doon  it,  for  to  doon  liir  herte  an  ese. 
And  preyede   hir,    she   wolde   hir  sorwe 

apese. 
And  seyde,  'y-wis,  we  Grekes  con  have 

joyc 
To  lionouren  yow,  as  wel  as  folk  of  Troye.' 

18.  He   soyde    eek    thus,    '  I    woot,   j'ow 
thinketli  straunge,  120 

No  wonder  is,  for  it  is  to  yow  newe, 
Th'aqueintaunce    of    these    Trojanes    to 

chaunge. 
For  folk  of  Grece,  that  ye  never  knewe. 
But  wolde  never  god  but-if  as  trewe 
A  Greek  ye  shulde  among  us  alle  finde  125 
As  any  Trojan  is,  and  eek  as  kinde. 

19.  And  by  the  cause  I  swoor  yow  right, 
lo,  now, 

To  been  yottr  freend,  and  lieljdy,  to  my 

might, 
And  for  that  more  acqueintaunce  eek  of 

yow 
Have   ich   had   than   another  strannger 

wight,  J  30 

So  fro  this  forth   I  pray  j'ow,   day  and 

night, 
(Jomaumleth  me,  how  sore  that  me  smerte. 
To  doon   al   tliat  may   lyke   un-to  yotir 

herte ; 


20.  And  that  ye  me  wolde  as  your  brother 

trete, 
And  taketh  not  my  frendship  in  despyt ; 
And  though  your  sorwes  be  for  thinges 

grete,  136 

Noot  I  not  why,  but  out  of  more  respyt, 
Mj'n  herte  hath  lor  to  amende  it  greet 

dclyt. 
And  if  I  may  your  harmes  not  redresse, 
I  am  right  sory  for  your  hevinesse.       140 

21.  And    though    ye    Trojans    with     as 

Grekes  wrothe 
Han  many  a  day  be,  alwe.v  yet,  pardee, 

0  god  of  love  in  sooth  we  serven  bothe. 
And,  for  the  love  of  god,  mj'  lady  free, 
Whom  so  ye  hate,  as  beth  not  wroth  with 

me.  145 

For  trewely,    ther    can    no   wight    yow 

serve, 
That  half  so  l<K)th  your  wraththe  wolde 

deserve. 

22.  And  nere  it  that  we  been  so  neigh  the 
tente 

Of  Calkas,    which    that    seen    us   bothe 
may, 

1  wolde  of  this  yow  telle  al  myn  e-ntente  ; 
But  this  enseled  til  another  day.  151 
Yeve  me  your  hond,  I  am,  and  shal  ben 

ay, 
God  help  me  so,  whyl  that  my  lyf  may 

dure, 
Your  owene  ahoven  every  ci'eature. 

23.  Thus  seyde  I  never  er  now  to  womman 

born  ;  155 

For  god  myn  herte  as  wisly  glade  so, 
I  lovede  never  womman  here-bifom 
As  paramours,  ne  never  shal  no  mo. 
And,  for  the  love  of  g<jd,  beth  not  my  fo  ; 
Al  can  I  not  to  .vow,  my  lady  dere,        160 
Complej^ne  aright,  for  I  am  yet  to  lere. 

24.  And  wondretli  not,  myn  owene  lady 
bright, 

Though  that  I  speke  of  love  to  y<m  thus 

blyve  ; 
For  I  have  herd  or  this  of  many  a  wight. 
Hath   loved    thing  he   never    saugh   his 

lyve.  165 

Eek  I  am  not  of  power  for  to  stryve 
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Ayens  the  god  of  love,  but  liim  obeye 
I  wol  alwey,  anil  mercy  I  yow  preye. 

25.  Tlier  been  so  worthy  kuightes  in  this 
place,  169 

And  ye  so  fair,  that  everich  of  hem  alle 
Wol  pe.^aien  him  to  stondon  in  your  grace. 
But  mighto  me  so  fair  a  grace  falle, 
That  ye  me  for  your  ser^'aunt  wolde  calle, 
So  lowly  ne  so  trewely  you  serve 
Nil  noon  of  hem,  as  I  shal,  til  I  sterve.'  175 

26.  Criseide  un-to  that   purpos  Ij-te  an- 
swerde, 

As  she  that  was  with  sorwe  oppressed  so 
That,  ill  effect,  she  nought  his  tales  herde. 
But  here  and  there,  now  here  a  word  or 

two. 
Hir   thoughte   liir    sorwful    herte    brast 

a-two.  i8o 

For  whan  she  gan  hir  fader  fer  aspye. 
"Wei  neigh  douu  of  hir  hors  she  gau  to 

sye. 

27.  But  iKitheles  she  thonked  Diomede 
Of  al  his  travaile,  and  his  goode  chere, 
And  that  him  liste  his  friendsliip  hir  to  | 

hede ;  185 

And  she  acceptetli  it  in  good  manere. 
And  wolde  do  faj-u  that  is  him  leef  and   j 

dere  ;  [ 

And  tiaisteu  him  she  wolde,  and  wel  she 

migLte, 
As  seyde   she,    and    from    hir   hors   she 

alighte. 

28.  Hir  fader  hath  hir  in  his  amies  uome, 
And  twejTity  tyme  he  kiste  his  dougliter 

swete,  191 

And  seyde,  '  O  dere  doughter  mj-n,  wel- 
come ! ' 
She  seyde  eek,  she  was  fayn  with  him  to 

mete, 
And  stood  forth  mewet,  mildij,  and  man- 

suete. 
But  here  I  leve  hir  with  hir  fatler  dwelle. 
And  forth  I  wol  of  Troilus  yow  telle.     196 

20.  To  Troye  is  come  this  woful  Troilus, 
In  sorwe  aboven  alle  sorwes  smerte, 
With  felon  look,  and  face  dispitous. 


Tho    sodeinly    doun    from    his   hors   he 

sterte,  i(X> 

And  thoriigh  his  paleys,  with  a  swollen 

herte, 
To  chambre  he  wentc  ;  of  no-thing  took 

he  hede, 
Ne  noon  to  him  dar  speke  a  word  for 

drede. 

30.  And  there  his  sorwes  that  he  spared 
hadde 

He  yaf  an  issue  large,  and  '  deeth  I '  he 
crj-de ;  205 

And  in  his  throwes  frenetyk  and  madde 
He  cursed  Jove,  AppoUo,  and  eek  Cupj'de, 
He  cursed  Ceres,  Bacus,  and  Cipryde, 
His   burthe,  him-self,   his   fate,   and  eek 

nature. 
And,  save  his  lady,  every  creature.        210 

31.  To  bedde  he  gotli,  and  weyleth  tlierft 
and  torneth 

In  furie,  as  dooth  lie,  Ixion,  in  liclle ; 
And  in  tliis  wyse  he  neigh  til  day  Su- 

jorneth. 
But  tho  bigau  his  herte  a  lyte  unswelle 
Thorugh  teres  which  that  gonnen  up  to 

welle  ;  215 

And  pitously  he  cryde  np-ou  Ci'iseyde, 
And  to  him-self  right  thus  lie  spak,  and 

seyde : — 

32.  '  Wher  is  mj-n  oweue  lady  lief  and 
dere, 

Wher   is    hir  wliyte    brest,   whor    is   it, 

where  ? 
'VSTier  been  hir  armes  and  hir  eyen  clere. 
That    j'esternight    this    tjniie    with    me 

were?  221 

Now  may  I  wepe  alloue  many  a  tere, 
And   graspo   aboute   I  may,   but  in  this 

place. 
Save  a  pilowe,  I  finde  nought  fenbrace. 

33.  How  shal  I  do  ?     '\Muui  shal  she  com 
ayeyn  ?  2^5 

I  noot,  alias  !  why  leet  ich  hir  to  go  y 
As  wolde  god,  ich  hadde  as  tho  be  sleyn  ! 
O  herte  myn,  Criseyde,  O  swete  fo  ! 
O  lady  myn,  that  I  love  and  no  mo  !     229 
To  whom  for  ever-mo  myn  herte  I  dowe ; 
See  how  I  deye,  ye  nil  me  not  rescowe .' 
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34.  Wlio  seetli  yow  now,  my  righte  lode- 

sterre  ? 
"Who   sifc  right   now    or    stant    in    j'our 


presence  r 
Who  can    conforten    now    your    hertes 

werre  ? 
Now  I  am  gon,  whom  yeve  ye  audience  ? 
yVTio  speketh  for  me  right  now  in  myn 

absence  ?  236 

Alias,  no  wight ;  and  that  is  al  my  care  ; 
For  wel  wot  I,  as  yvel  as  I  ye  fare. 

35.  How  shulde  I  tlins  ten  dayes  ful 
endure, 

"VVhan  I  the  firste  night  have  al  this 
tene  ?  240 

How  shal  she  doon  eek,  sorwful  creature? 

For  tendernesse,  how  shal  she  this  sus- 
tene, 

S^vich  wo  for  me  ?    O  pilous,  pale,  and 

grene 
Shal  been  your  fresshe  wommanliche  face 
For    langour,     er    ye    tome    un-to    this 

place.'  245 

36.  And  whan  he  fil  in  any  slomeringes, 
Anoon  biginne  he  sliolde  for  to  grone, 
And  dremen  of  the  dredfuUeste  thinges 
That   mighte  been ;    as,   mete    he    were 

allone 
In  place  horrible,  makinge  ay  his  mone, 
Or  meten  that  he  was  amonges  alle       251 
His  enemys,  and  in  hir  hondes  falle. 

37.  And  ther-with-al  his  bod3'  sholde 
sterte. 

And  with  the  stert  al  sodeinliche  awake. 
And   swich   a  tremour   fele    aboute    his 

hcrte,  255 

That  of  the  feer  his  body  sholde  quake  ; 
And    there-witli-al    he    sholde    a    noyse 

make, 
And  seme  as  thoiigh  he  sholde  falle  dope 
From  heighe  a-lofte  ;  and  than  lie  wolde 

wepe, 

38.  And  rewen  on  him-self  so  pitously,  260 
That  wonder  was  to  here  his  fantasye. 
Another  tyme  he  sholde  mightily 
Conforte  him-self,  and  seyn  it  was  folye, 
So  causeles  swich  drede  for  to  drye, 


And  eft  biginne  his  aspre  sorwes  newe, 
That   every   man   mighte   on   his  sorwes 
rewe.  2()6 

39.  Who  coude   telle   aright   or  ful  dis- 

cryve 
His  wo,  his  plcynte,  his  langour,  and  his 

pyne? 
Nought  al  the  men  that  han  or  been  on- 

lyve. 
Thou,    redere,    mayst    thy-self    ful    wel 

dev.\nie  270 

That  swich  a  wo  my  wit  can  not  defyne. 
On  ydel  for  to  wryte  it  sholde  I  swinke, 
Wlian  that  my  wit  is  wery  it  to  thinke. 

40.  On  hevene  yet  the  sterres  were  senc, 
."U-though    ful     pale    y-waxen    was    the 

mone ;  275 

And  whyten  gan  the  orisonte  shene 
Al  estward,  as  it  woned  is  to  done. 
And  Phebus  with  his  rosy  carte  sone 
Gan  after  that  to  dresse  him  up  to  fare, 
A\nian  Troilus  hath  sent  after  Pandare. 

41.  This  Pandare,   that   of   al    the    day 
biforn  ^-'^i 

Ne  mighte  have  comen  Troilus  to  see, 
Al-though  he  on  his  heed  ithadde  y-sworn. 
For  with  the  king  Pryam  alday  was  he. 
So  that  it  lay  not  in  his  libertee  285 

No-wher  to  gon,  but  on   the  morwe  he 

wente 
To  Troiliis,  whan  that  he  for  him  sente. 

42.  For  in  his  herte  he  coude  wel  devyne. 
That  Troilus  al  night  for  sorwe  wook  ; 
And  that  he  wolde  telle  him  of  his  pyne. 
This  knew   he    wel    y-nough,   with-oute 

book.  -'" 

For  which  to  chavimbre  straight  the  wey 

he  took, 
And  Troilus  tho  sobreliche  he  grette, 
And  on  the  bed  ful  sone  he  gan  him  sette. 


43 


My  Pandanis,'  quod  Troilus,  '  the 
sorwe  ^95 

Wliich  that  I  drye,  I  may  not  longe 
endure. 

I  trowc  I  shal  not  liven  til  to-morwe  ; 

For  whiche  I  wolde  alwey,  on  aventure, 

To  thee  devysen  of  my  sepulture 
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The  fomie,  and  of  my  mooble  thovi  (lis-  i 

X'ono  300 

Right  as  thee  semeth  Lest  is  for  to  ilnnc.     I 

44.  But  of  the  fyr  and  flatimbe  funeral 
In  ■whiche  my  Ixwly  Lrennc  slial  to  glede, 
And  of  the  fcste  and  pleycs  palestral    304 
At  my  vigilo,  I  pray  tlieo  take  good  hcde 
That  al  bo  wel ;  and  offro  Mars  my  stcdc, 
ily  swerd,  myn  helm,  and,  leve  brother 

dere, 
My  slield    to    Pallas  yef,    that  shj-netli 
clerc. 

45.  The  poudro  in  ^\llic•h  myn  herte  y- 
brend  shal  tome, 

That  preye  I  thee  thou  take  anil  it  con- 
serve 3«o 
In  a  vessel,  that  men  clepetli  an  Time, 
Of  gold,  and  to  my  lady  that  I  serve, 
For  love  of  whom  thus  pitouslj'  I  ster^-e, 
So  yeve  it  hir,  and  do  me  this  plesaunce, 
To  preye  hir  kepe  it  for  a  remembravince. 

46.  For  wel  I  fele,  by  my  maladye,       316 
And  by  my  drcmes  now  and  yore  ago, 
Al  certeinly,  that  I  mot  nedes  dye. 

The  owle  eek,  which  that  higlit  Ascapliilo, 
Hath  after  me  shright  alio  tliise  nightes 

two.  320 

And,  god  Xlercurie !   of  mo   now,   woful 

wrecche. 
The  sonle  gj-de,  and,  whan  thee  list,  it 

fecche  ! ' 

47.  Pandare  answorde,  and  spydo, '  Troilus, 
My  dere  freend,  as  I  liave  told  thee  yore. 
That  it  is  folye  for  to  sorwen  thus,         325 
And  causeles,  for  whiche  I  can  no-more. 
But  who-so  wol  not  trowen  reed  ne  lore, 

I  can  not  seen  in  him.  no  romedye. 

But  Icte  him  worthen  with  his  fantasyc. 

48.  But  Troilus,  I  pray  thee  tel  me  now, 
If  that    thou  trowe,    er   this,    that   any 

wight  331 

Hath  loved  paramours  as  wel  as  thou? 
Ye,    god   wot,   and  fro  many   a  worthy 

knight 
Hath  his  lady  goon  a  fourtcnight. 
And   ho    not    j-et    made    lialvendel   the 

fare.  335 

^Vhat  nede  is  thee  to  maken  al  this  care  ? 


49.  Sin  day  by  day  thou  mayst  thy-selven 
sec 

Tliat  from  his  love,  or  elles  from  his  wyf, 
A  man  mot  twinnon  of  necessitee, 
Ye,  though  he  love  hirashis  owonelyf ;  340 
Yet   nil  ho   with   him-self   thus    maken 

stryf. 
For  wel  thow  wost,  my  leve  brother  dere, 
That   alwcy  freendes   may  nought   been 

y-fere. 

50.  How  doon  this  folk  that  seen  hir  loves 
wedded 

By  freeuilcs  might,  as  it  bi-tit  ful  ofte,  345 
And  seen  hem  in  liir  spouses  bed  y-beddod? 
God  woot,  they  take  it  wysly,  faire  and 

softe. 
Por-why  good  hope  halt  \vp  hir  herte  on- 

lofte, 
And  for  they  can  a  tyme  of  soi-we  endure  ; 
As  tyme  hem  hurt,  a  tyine   doth  hem 

cure.  350 

51.  So  sholdestow  endure,  and  Late  slyde 
The  tyme,  and  fonde   to  ben   glad  and 

light. 
Ten  daj'es  nis  so  long  not  t'  abyde. 
And  sin  she  thee  to  comen  hath  bihight, 
She  nil  hir  hestes  broken  for  no  wight.  35.=; 
For  dred  thee  not  that  she  nil  finden  wej'e 
To  come  ayein,  my  lyf  that  dorste  I  leye. 

52.  Thy  swevenes  eek  and  al  swich  fan- 

tasye 
Dryf  out,    and   lat   hem   faren    to    mis- 

chaunce ; 
For  they  procede  of  thy  malencolye,     360 
That  doth  thee  fele  in  sleep  al  this  pen- 

aunce. 
A  straw  for  alle  swevenes  signifiaunce  ! 
God  helpe  me  so,  I  counte  hem  not  a 

bene, 
Ther  woot  no  man  aright  what  dremes 

mene. 

53.  For  prestes  of  the  temple  teUen  this, 
That  dremes  been  the  revelaciouns       366 
Of  goddes,  and  as  wel  they  telle,  y-wis, 
That  they  ben  infernals  illusiouns  ; 
And  leches  seyn,  that  of  complexiouns 
Proceden  they,  or  fast,  or  glotonye.       3-<) 
Who    woot    in    sooth    thus    what    tliey 

signifye  ? 
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5-1.  Eek   othere   seyn   that    thorugh  iiu- 

pressiiiuns. 
As  it'  a  wight  hath  faste  a  thing  in  niinde, 
That  ther-of  cometh  swiche  avisiouns  ; 
And  othere  seyn,  as  they  in  bokes  finde, 
That,  after  tymes  of  tho  yeer  by  kinde, 
Men  drcnie,  and  that  th'efifect  goth  bj'  the 

mone  ;  377 

But  leve  no  dreeni,  for  it  is  nought  to 

done. 

55.  Wei   worth   of  dremes  a.y  thise  olde 

wyves, 
And    treweliche    eek    aiigurie    of   thise 

foules ;  380 

For  fere  of  which  men  wenen  lese  her' 

lyves, 
As  ravenes  qiialm,  or  shryking  of  thise 

oules. 
To  trowen  on  it  bothe  fals  and  foul  is. 
Alias,  alias,  so  noble  a  creature 
As  is  a  man,  shal  drede  swich  ordure !  385 

56.  For  which  with  al  mj-n  herte  I  thee 
beseche, 

Un-to  th.\'-self  that  al  this  thou  foryive  ; 
And  r^s  up  now  with-oiite  more  speche, 
And  lat  iis  caste  how  forth  may  best  be 

drive 
This  tynie,  and  eek  how  freshly  we  may 

live  390 

'Whan  that  she  cometh,  the  which  shal 

be  right  sone  ; 
God  help  me  so,  the  beste  is  thus  to  done. 

57.  Eys,  lat  us  speke  of  lusty  lyf  in  Tro.ye 
That  we  han  lad,  and  forth  the   tyme 

dryve ; 
And  eek  of  tyme  cominge  us  rejoye,      395 
That  bringen  shal  our  blisse  nowsoblj've; 
And  langoux  of  these  twj'es  daj-es  f  j^'e 
We  shal  ther-with  so  foryete  or  oppresse. 
That  wel  unnethe  it  doon  shal  i\s  duresse. 

58.  This  toun  is  ful  of  lordes  al  aboiite. 
And  trewes  lasten  al  this  niene  wliyle. 
ffo  we  plej'e  us  in  som  lusty  route         40J 
To  Sarx^edon,  not  liennes  but  a  myle. 
And  thus  thoii  shalt  the  tyme  wel  bigyle, 
And   dryve   it   forth   un-to   that   blisful 

morwe,  405 

That  thou  hir  see,  that  caiise  is  of  thy 
sorwe. 


59.  Now  rys,  my  dere  brother  Troilus  ; 
For  certes,  it  noon  honour  is  to  thee 

To  wepe,  and  in  thy  bed  to  jouken  thus. 
For  trewely,  of  o  thing  trust  to  me,      410 
If  thou  thus  ligge  a  day,  or  two,  or  three, 
The    folk    wol    wene    that    thou,     lor 

cowardyse. 
Thee  feynest  syk,  and  that  thou   darst 

not  ryse.' 

60.  This  Troilus  answerde,    '  0  brother 
dere, 

This   knowen    folk    that    liau    j--suflfred 

peyne,  415 

That  though  he  wepe  and  make  sorwful 

chere, 
That  feletli  harm   and   smert   in   every 

veyne, 
No  wonder  is  ;  and  though  I  ever  pleyne, 
Or  alwey  wepe,  I  am  no-thing  to  blame, 
Sin  I  have  lost  the  cause  of  al  my  game. 

61.  But  sin  of  fyne  force  I  moot  aryse, 

I  shal  arj-se,  as  sone  as  ever  I  may  ;      422 
And  god,  to  whom  myn  herte  I  sacrifyse, 
So  sende  us  hastely  the  tenthe  day  ! 
For  was  ther  never  fowl  so  fayn  of  Maj-, 
As  I  shal  been,  whan  that  she  cometh  in 
Troye,  4-!6 

That  cause  is  of  my  torment  and  my  joj'a 

62.  But  whider  is  thy  reed,'  qu.od  Troilus, 
'That  we  may  pleye  us  best  in  al  this 

toiin  ? ' 
'  By  god,  mj'  conseil  is,'  quod  Paudarus, 
'  To  ryde  and  pleye  us  with  king  Sari)e- 

doun.'  4.M 

So  longe  of  this  they  speken  up  and  doun, 
Tn  Troilus  gan  at  the  lasto  assente 
To   ryse,   and   forth   to  Sarpedoun   they 

wente. 

63.  This  Sarpedoun,  as  he  that  honourable 
Was   ever   his   lyve,    and    ful    of    heigh 

pi'owesse,  4.''* 

With  al  that  mighte  y-served  been  on 

table. 
That    dejTitee    was,    al    coste    it    greet 

richesse. 
He   fedde  hem  day  by  day,   that  swich 

noblesse, 
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As  seyden  botlie  the  moste  and  eek  the 
leste,  440 

Was  never  er  that  day  wist  at  any  feste. 

64.  Nor  in  this  world  ther  is  non  instrix- 
ment 

Delicious,   through  wind,  or  touclie,   or 

corde. 
As  fer  as  any  wight  hath  ever  y-went, 
That  tonge  telle  or  herte  may  recorde,  445 
That  at  that  feste  it  naswelherd  acorde; 
Ne  of  ladies  eek  so  fayr  a  comi^anye 
On  daunce,  er  tho,  was  never  y-sejoi  with 

ye. 

65.  But  what  avayleth  this  to  Troilus, 
That  for  his  sorwe  no-thing  of  it  roughte? 
For  ever  in  oon  his  herte  pii'tons  451 
Ful  bisily  Criseydo  his  liidy  soughte. 

On  hir  was  ever  al  that  his  herte  thoughte. 
Now  this,  now  that,  so  faste  imagininge, 
That  glade,  y-wis,  can  him  no  festeyinge. 

66.  These  ladies   eek  that  at  this  feste 
been,  456 

Sin  that  he  saw  his  lady  was  a-wej-e, 
It  was  his  sorwe  iipon  heni  for  to  seen. 
Or  for  to  here  on  instrumentz  so  pleye. 
For  she,  that  of  his  herte  berth  the  keye. 
Was  absent,  lo,  this  was  his  fantasye,  461 
That  no  wight  sholde  make  melodye, 

67.  Nor  ther  nas  houre  in  al  the  day  or 
night, 

'NMian  he  was  ther-as  no  wight  mighte 

him  here, 
That  he  ne  seyde,  '  O  Ivifsom  lady  bright, 
How   h&ve   ye   faren,    sin   that   ye  were 

here  ?  466 

Wel-come,  y-wis,  myn  owene  lady  dere.' 
But  welaway,  al  this  nas  but  a  mase ; 
Fortune  his  howve  entended  bet  to  glase. 

68.  The  lettres  eek,  that  she  of  olde  tyme 
Hadde  him  y-sent,  he  wolde  allone  rede. 
An  hundred  sjthe,   a-twixeu   noon   and 

pryme ;  47-' 

Kffiguringe  hir  shap,  hir  wonianhede, 
With-inne  his  herte,  and  everj-  word  and 

dede 
That  passed  was,  and  thus  lie  droof  to  an 

ende  475 

The   fertile   day,    and    seyde,    ho    wolde 

wende. 


69.  And  seyde,  '  leve  brother  Pandanis, 
Intendestow  that  we  shul  herg  bleve 
Til  Sarpedoun  wol  forth  congeyen  us  ? 
Yet  were  it  fairer  that  we  toke  our  leve. 
For  goddes  love,  lat  us  now  sone  at  eve 
Our  leve  take,  and  homward  lat  us  torne; 
For  trewely,  I  nil  not  thus  sojorne.'     483 

70.  Pandare    answerde,    '  be   we   comen 
hider 

To  fecchen  fyr,  and  rennen  hooni  ayeyn? 
God  helpe  me  so,  I  can  not  tellen  whider 
We  mighten  goon,  if  I  shal  soothly  seyn, 
Ther  any  wight  is  of  us  more  fayn 
Than  Sarpedoun  ;  and  if  we  hennes  hye 
Thus  sodeinly,  I  holde  it  vilanye,         490 

71.  Sin   that  we  seyden  that  we  wolde 
bleve 

With    him    a    wouke ;    and    now,    thus 

sodeinly, 
The  ferthe  day  to  take  of  him  our  leve, 
He  wolde  woiidren  on  it,  trewely  !        494 
Lat  us  holde  forth  our  purpos  fermely ; 
And  sin  that  ye  bihighten  him  to  byde. 
Hold  forward  now,  and  after  lat  us  ryde.' 

72.  Thus  Pandarus,  with  alle  peyne  and 
wo. 

Made  him  to  dwelle  :  and  at  the  woiikes 

ende, 
Of  Sarpedoun  they  toke  hir  le've  tho,    51x1 
And   on  hir  wey  they  spedden  hem   to 

wende. 
Quod  Troilus,  '  now  god  me  grace  sende. 
That  I  may  findeii,  at  myn  hom'-cominge. 
Criseyde  comen  ! '  and  ther-with  gau  ho 

singe. 

73.  '  Ye,  haseb^A^^ode  ! '  thoughte  this  Pan- 
dare,  505       * 

And  tohim-self  ful  softcly  he  seyde,  ^*^ 

'  God  woot,  refreydeu  may  this  hote  fare      "^ 
Er  Calkas  sende  Troilus  Criseyde  ! '  '  *  ^ 

But  natheles,  he  jajjed  thus,  and  seyde, 
And   swor,    y-wis,    his    herto    him    wel 

bihighte,  510 

She   wolde   come    as    sone   as    ever    she 

mighte. 

74.  '^^^lan   they  iin-to    the   palej"3  were 
y-comen 

Of  Troilus,  they  doun  of  hors  alighte, 
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And  to  the  chambre  liir  wey  than  ban 

they  nomen. 
Anil  in-to  tyme  that  it  gan  to  nighte,  515 
They  spaken  of  Criseyde  the  brighte. 
And  after   this,    whan  that   hem   bothe 

leste, 
They  spedde  hem   fro    the  sopcr  un-to 

reste. 

75.   On  morwe,  as  sone  as  day  bigan  to 

olere, 
This  Troihis  gan  of  his  sleep  fabreyde,  520 
And  to  Pandare,  his  owene  brother  dere, 
■  For  love  of  god,'  ful  pitously  he  seyde, 
*  As  go  we  seen  the  paleys  of  Criseyde  ; 
For  sin  we  yet  may  have  namore  feste, 
So  lat  Tis  seen  hir  paleys  at  the  leste.'  525 

"(6.  And  ther-with-al,  his  mejTiee  for  to 

blende, 
A  cause  he  fond  in  tonne  for  to  go, 
And  to  Criseydes  lions  they  gonnen  wende. 
But  lord  !  this  sely  Troilus  was  wo  ! 
Him  thouglite  his  sorweful  herte  braste 

a-two.  5;5o 

For  whan  he  saugh  hir  dores  sperred  alle, 
Wei  neigh  for  sorwe  a-doun  he  gan  to 

falle. 

11    Therwitli  whan  he  was  war  and  gan 

biholde 
How  shet  was  every  windowe  of  the  place, 
As  frost,  liim  thoughte,  his  herte  gan  to 

eolde ;  535 

For  which  with  chaunged  deedlich  pale 

face, 
With-outen  word,  he  forth  bigan  to  pace  ; 
And,  as  god  wolde,  he  gan  so  faste  ryde. 
That  no  wight  of  his  contenaunce  aspyde. 

78.  Than  seyde  he  thus,  '  O  paleys  desoLat, 
O  hous,  of  houses  wliylom  best  j--hight, 
O  paleys  empty  and  disconsolat,  542 
O  tliou  lanterne,  of  which  qun^'nt  is  the 

light, 
J   O  paleys,  whylom  day,  that  now''art  night, 
I     Wei  oughtestow  to  falle,  and  I  to  dj-e,  545 
(^  Sin  she  is  went  that  wont  was  us  to  gye  ! 

79.  O  paleys,  whylom  croune  of  houses  alle, 
Enlumined  with  sonne  of  alle  blisse  ! 


0  ring,  fro  which  the  rxiby  is  out-falle, 
O  cause  of  wo,  that  cause  bast  been  of 

lisse !  550 

Yet,  sin  I  may  no  bet,  fayn  wolde  I  kisse 
Thy  colde  dores,  dorste  I  for  this  route  ; 
And  farc-wel  shryne,  of  which  the  seynt 

is  oute  !' 

80.  Ther-with  be  caste  on  Pandftrus  his  ye 
With  chaunged  face,  andpitous  tobihoMe; 
And  whan   he   mighte  his   tyme  aright 

aspye,  556 

Ay  as  he  rood,  to  Pandams  he  tolde 
His  newe  sorwe,  and  eek  his  joyes  olde, 
So  pitously  and  with  so  dede  an  bewe. 
That  every  wight  mighte  on  his  sorwe  rewe. 

81.  Fro   thennesfortb  be  rydetb  up  and 
doun,  561 

And   every  thing  com    him   to    remem- 

braunce 
As  he  rood  forth  by  places  of  the  toun 
In  whiehe  be  whylom  hadde  al  bis  plcs- 

atince.  564 

'  Lo,  yond  saugh  I  myn  owene  lady  daunce ; 
And  in  that  temple,  with  hir  eyen  clere, 
Me  caughte  first  my  righte  lady  dere. 

82.  And  yonder  have  I  berd  ful  lustily 
My  dere  herte  laughe,  and  yonder  pi  eye 
Saugh  I  hir  ones  eek  ful  blisfully.  570 
And  yonder  ones  to  me  gan  she  seye, 

"  Xow  goode  swete,  love  me  wel,  I  preye." 
And  yond  so  goodlj^  gan  she  me  biholde. 
That  to  the  deetb  myn  herte  is  to  hir  bolde. 


83.  Andattbat  corner,  in 
Herde  I  mj-n  alderlevest 
So  wommanly,  witli  voys 
Singen  so  wel,  so  goodly. 
That  in  my  soule  yet  me 
The   blisful  soun ;    and, 

place,  ; 

My  lady  first  me  took  un-to  hir  grace.' 


the  yonder  hous, 
lady  dere        ^y6 
melodious, 
and  so  clere, 
thinketh  I  hefe 
in  that  yonder 


84.  Thanne  thoughte  he  thus,  '  0  blisful 

lord  Cupyde, 
Whanne  I  tlie  proces  have  in  mymemorie, 
How  thou  me  hast  werreyed  on  everv  syile, 
Men  mighte  a  book  make  of  it,lyk  a  storie. 
What  nede  is  thee  to  seke  on  me  victorie, 
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Sin  I  am  thyn,  and  hoolly  at  thy  wille  ? 
Wliat  joye   hastow  thjTi  owene  folk  to 
spiUe?  588 

85.  Wei  hastow,  lord,  y-wroke  on  me  thyn 
ire, 

ThoTi  mighty  god,  and  dredful  for  to  greve ! 
Now  mercy,  lord,  thou  wost  wel  I  desire 
Tliy  grace  most,  of  alio  Instcs  levo.         59J 
And  live  and  deye  I  wol  in  thy  hileve  ; 
For  which  I  n'axc  in  guerdon  but  a  bone, 
That  thou  Criseyde  ayein  me  sende  sone. 

86.  Distreyne  hir  herte  as  faste  to  retome 
As  thou  dost  myn  to  longen  hir  to  see  ; 
Than  woot  I  wel,  that  she  nil  not  sojorne. 
Xow,  blisful  lord,  so  cruel  thou  no  be 
Un-to  the  blood  of  Troyo,  I  preye  thee,  600 
As  Juno  was  un-to  tlie  blood  Thebane, 
For  which  the  folk  of  Thebes  caughte  hir 

bane.' 

87.  And  after  this  ho  to  the  yates  wente 
Ther-as  Criseyde  out-rood  a  ful  good  paas. 
And  up  and  doun  ther  made  he  many 

a  wente,  (x)5 

And  to  him-self  ful  ofte  he  seyde  '  alias  ! 
From  hennes  rood  my  blisse  and  my  solas ! 
As  wolde  blisful  god  now,  for  his  joye, 
I  mighte  hir  seen  ayein  come  in-to  Troye. 

S8.  And  to  the  yonder  hille  I  gau  hir  gyde, 
Alias  !  and  there  I  took  of  hir  my  leve  ! 
And  yond  I  saugh  hir  to  hir  fader  ryde. 
For  sorwo  of  which  inyn.  herte  shal  to- 
cleve.  613 

And  hider  hoom  I  com  whan  it  was  eve  ; 
And  here  I  dwelle  out-cast  from  alle  joye. 
And  shal,  til  I  may  seen  hir  elt  in  Troye.' 

89.  And  of  him-self  imagined  he  ofte 
To  ben  defet,  and  pale,  and  waxen  lesse 
Than  he  was  wont,  and  that  men  seyde 

softe, 
'  What   may  it   be  ?   who  can  the  sothe 

gesse  620 

Why  Troilus  hath  al  this  hevinesse?' 
And  al  this  nas  but  his  malencolye, 
That  he  hadde  of  him-self  swich  fantasyc. 

90,  Another  tyme  imaginen  he  wolde 
That  every  wight  that  wente  bj'  the  weye 


Had  of  him  routhe,  and  that  they  seyen 
sholde,  626 

'  I  am  right  sory  Troilus  wol  dej'e.' 
And  tlius  he  droof  a  day  yet  fortli  or  tweye. 
Asyc  have  herd,  swich  lyf  right  gan  he  lede, 
As  he  that  stood  bitwixen  hope  and  drede. 

91.  For  which  him  lyked  in  his  songes 
shewe  ^/y^o.'^-er^  631 

Th'encheso^of  his  wo,  as  he  best  mighte, 
And  make  a  song  of  wordes  but  a  fewe, 
Somwliat  his  woful  herte  for  to  lighte. 
Anrl  whan   he   was  from  every  mannes 
siglitc,  •  635 

With  softe  voys  he,  of  his  lady  dere, 
That  was  absent,  gan  singe  as  ye  may  here. 

92.  '  O  sterre,  of  which  I  lost  have  al  the 
light, 

With  herte  soor  wel  oughte  I  to  bewayle, 
That  ever  derk  in  torment,  night  by  night, 
Toward  my  deeth  witli  wind  in  stere  I 
sajde ;  641 

For  which  the  tenthe  night  if  that  I  fayle 
The  gyding  of  thy  hemes  brighte  an  houre, 
My  ship  and  me  Caribdis  wol  devoure.' 

93.  This  song  when  he  thus  songen  hadde, 
sone  645 

He  fil  ayein  in-to  his  sykes  olde  ; 
And  every  night,  as  was  his  wone  to  done, 
He  stood  the  brighte  mone  to  beholde. 
And  al  his  sorwe  he  to  the  mone  tolde  ; 
And  seyde,  '  y-wis,  whan  thou  art  honied 
newe,  650 

I  shal  be  glad,  if  al'the  world  be  trewe  ! 

94.  I  saugh  thyn  homes  olde  eek  bj-  the 
morwe. 

Whan  hennes  rood  my  righte  lady  dere. 
That  cause  is  of  my  torment  and  my  sorwe ; 
Forwhiche,  O  brighte  Lucinathe  clere,  655 
For  love  of  god,  ren  faste  abotite  thy  spere ! 
For  whan  thyn  homes  newe  ginne  springe, 
Than  shal  she  come,  that  may  my  blisso 
bringe  ! ' 

95.  The  day  is  nmore,  and   lenger  every 
night, 

Than  they  be  wont  to  be,  him  thouglite 
tho;  66<> 
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And  that   the   sonne   -wente   his    course 

luiright 
B,\-  lenger  wey  than  it  was  wont  to  go  ; 
And  seyde,  '  y-wis,  ine  dredeth  ever-mo, 
The  sonnes  sone,  Plieton,  be  on-lyve, 
And  that  his  fadres  cart  amis  he  dryve.'  665 

96.  Upon  the  Avalles  faste  eek  wolde  ho 
walke, 

And  on  the  Grekes  ost  he  wolde  see, 
And  to  him-solt  right  thns  he  wokle  talke, 
'  ho.  yonder  is  iiiyn  owene  lady  free, 
Or  elles  yonder,  ther  tho  tentes  be  !      670 
And.  thennes  comth  this-  eyr,  that  is  so 

sote, 
That  in  mj-  soule  I  fele  it  doth  me  bote. 

97.  And  hardely  this  ■v\'ind,  that  more  and 
more 

Thvts  stoundemele  eucreseth  in  my  face. 
Is  of  my  ladyes  depe  sykes  sore.  675 

I  preve  it  thus,  for  in  non  othere  place 
Of  al  this  toiin,  save  onliche  in  this  space, 
Fele  1  no  -wind  that  souneth  so  lyk  peyne ; 
It    seyth,    "  alias  !    why  twinned   be   we 
tweyne?" ' 

9S.  This  longe  tyme  he  dryveth  forth  right 
thns,  680 

Til  fitlly  passed  was  the  nyiithe  night ; 
And  ay  bi-syde  him  was  this  Pandarus, 
That  bisily  dide  alle  his  fuUe  might 
Him  to  coinlorte,  and  make  his  herte  light  j 
Yevinge  him  hope  alwey,  the  tenthe  morwo 
That  she  shal  come,  and  stinten  al  his 
sorwe.  686 

99.  Up-on  that  other  syde  eek  was  Cri- 
seyde. 

With  wommen  fewe,  among  the  Grekes 

stronge ; 
For  which  ful  ofte  a  day  'alias ! '  she  seyde, 
'  That  I  was  bom  !    Wei  may  myn  herte 

longe  690 

After  my  deeth ;  for  now  live  I  tf)  longe  ! 
Alias  !  and  I  ne  may  it  not  amende  ; 
For  now  is  wors  than  ever  yet  I  wende. 

1 00.  My  fader  nil  for  no-thing  do  me  grace 
To    goon   ayein,    for   nought   I   can  him 

queme  ;  695 

And  if  so  be  that  I  my  terme  passe, 


My  Troilus  shal  in  his  herte  deme         697 
That  I  am  fals,  and  so  it  may  wel  seme. 
Thus  shal  I  have  unthank  on  every  syde  ; 
That  I  was  born,  so  weylawey  the  tyde  ! 

101.  And  if  that  I  me  putte  in  jupartye. 
To  stele  awey  by  nighte,  and  it  bifalle 
That  I  be  caught,  I  slial  be  holde  a  spye  ; 
Or  elles,  lo,  this  drede  I  most  of  alle, 

If  in  the  hondes  of  som  wrecche  I  falle, 
I  am  but  lost,  al  be  mj'n  herte  trewe  ;  706 
Now  mighty  god,  thou  on  my  sorwe  rewe  ! ' 

102.  Ful  pale  y- waxen  was  hir  brighte  face, 
Hir  limes  lene,  as  she  that  al  the  day 
Stood  whan  she  dorste,  and  loked  on  tho 

place  710 

Ther  she  was  born,  and  ther  she  dwelt 

hadde  ay. 
And  al  the  night  wepinge,  alias  !  she  laj'. 
And  thus  despeired,  out  of  alle  cure. 
She  ladde  hir  Ij-f,  this  woful  creature. 

103.  Ful  ofto  a  day  she   sighte    eek   for 
destresse,  715 

And  in  hir-self  she  wente  ay  portrayingo 
Of  Troilus  the  grete  worthinesse. 
And  alle  his  goodly  wordes  recordinge 
Sin  first  that  day  hir  love  bigan  to  springe. 
And  thus  she  sette  hir  woful  herte  a-fj-ro 
Thorugh  remembraunce  of  that  she  gau 
desyre.  7^1 

104.  In  al  this  world  ther  nis  so  crucd 
herte 

That  hir  hadde  herd  compleynen  in  Iiir 

sorwe. 
That   nolde   hau   wopcn   for   hir   peynes 

smerte. 
So  tendrely  she  weep,  bothe  eve  and  morwe, 
Hir  nedede  no  teres  for  to  borwe.  726 

And  this  was  yet  the  worste  of  al  hir  peyne, 
Ther  was  no  wight  to  whom  she  dorste  hir 

pleyne. 

105.  Ful  rewfully  she  loked  up-on  Troye, 
Biheld   the   toures   heighe  and   eek   tho 

halles ;  730 

'  Alias  !'  quod  she,  'the  plesaunce  and  the 

joye 
The  whiche  that   now    al    torned   in-to 

galle  is, 
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Have  I  had  ofte  -with-inne  yonder  walles! 

0  Troilus,  what  dostow  now,'  she  seyde  ; 

'  Lord  !  whether  yet  thou  thoiike  up-on 
Criseydo  ?  735 

106.  Alias !  Tnehadde  trowed  on  your  lore, 
And  went  with  yow,  asye  me  radde  erthis! 
Thanne  hadde  I  now  not  syked  half  so  sore. 
Who  mights  have  seyd,  that  I  had  doon 

a-mis 
To  stele  awey  with  swich  on  as  he  is  ?  740 
But  al  to  late  cometh  the  letuarie, 
Whan  men  the  cors  un-to  the  grave  carie. 

107.  To  late  is  now  to  speke  of  this  matere ; 
Prudence,  alias  !  oon  of  thyn  cyen  three 
Me  lakked  alwey,  er  that  I  cam  here  ;  745 
On  tyme  y-passed,  wel  remembred  me  ; 
And  present  tj'me  eek  coude  I  wel  y-see. 
But  futur  tyme,  er  I  was  in  the  snare, 
Coude  I  not  seen  ;  that  causeth  now  my 

care.  749 

108.  But  natheles,  bityde  what  bitj-de, 

1  shal  to-morwe  at  night,  by  est  or  weste, 
Out  of  this  ost  stele  on  som  nianer  syde. 
And  go  with  Troilus  wher-as  him  Icste. 
This  jiurpos  wol  I  holde,  and  this  is  beste. 
No  fors  of  wikked  tonges  janglerye,       755 
For  ever  on  love  han  wrecclies  had  envye. 

109.  Por  who-so  wole  of  every  word  take 
hede. 

Or  rewlen  him  by  every  wightes  wit, 
Ne  shal  he  never  thryven,  out  of  drede. 
For  that  that  som  men  blamen  ever  yit, 
Lo,  other  maner  folk  commenden  it.     761 
And  as  for  me,  for  al  swich  variaunce, 
Felicitee  clepe  I  my  suffisaunce. 

110.  For  which,  with-outen  any  wordes  mo, 
To  Troye  I  wol,  as  for  conclusioun.'       765 
But  god  it  wot,  er  fully  monthes  two. 
She  was  ful  fer  fro  that  entencioun. 

For  bothe  Troilus  and  Troye  toun 

Shal    knotteles    through-out    hir    herte 

slyde  ; 
For  she  wol  take  a  purpos  f(^r  t'abj-de.  770 

111.  This  Diomede,   of  whom  vow  telle 
Igan, 

Goth  now,  with-inne  him-self  ay  arguinge 


With  al  the  sleighte  and  al  that  ever  ho 

can, 
How  ho  may  best,  with  shortest  tarj-inge, 
In-to  his  net  Crisej-des  herte  bringe.     775 
To  this  entente  he  coude  never  fyne  ; 
To  fisshen  hir,  he  leyde  out  hook  and  lytic. 

112.  But  natheles,   wel  in  his   lierte  he 
thouglite. 

That  she  nas  nat  with-oute  a  love  in  Troye. 
For  never,  sithen  he  hir  thennes  broughte, 
Ne  coude  he   seen  her  laughe  or  make 

joye.  781 

He  niste  how  best  hir  herte  for  t'acoye. 
'  But  for  t'assaye,'  he  seyde,  '  it  nought 

ne  greveth  ; 
For  he  that  nought  n'assayeth,  nought 

n'acheveth.' 

113.  Yet  seide  he  to  him-self  upon  a  night, 
'  Now  am  I  not  a  fool,  that  woot  wel  how 
Hir  wo  for  love  is  of  another  wight. 
And  here-up-on  to  goon  assaye  hir  now  ? 
I  may  wel  wite,  it  nil  not  been  my  prow. 
For  wyse  folk  in  bokes  it  expresse,        790 
"  Men  shal  not  wowe  a  wight  in  hevinesse." 

114.  But   who-so  .mighte   winnen   swich 
a  flour 

From  him,  for  whom  she  morneth  night 

and  day, 
He  mighte  seyu,  he  were  a  conquerotir.' 
And  right  anoon.  as  he  that  bold  was  ay, 
Thouglite  in  his  herte,  '  happe,  how  happe 

may,  -y6 

Al  sholde  I  deye,  I  wole  hir  herte  seehe; 
I  shal  no  more  lesen  but  my  speche.' 


115.  This  Diomede,  as  bokes  us  declare. 
Was  in  his  nedes  prest  and  corageous  ; 
With  Sterne  voys  and  mighty  limes  square, 
Hardy,  testif,  strong,  and  chevalroxis 
Of  dedes,  lyk  his  fader  Tideus 
And  som  men  seyn,  he  was  of  tunge  large; 
And  heii"  he  was  of  Calidoing  and  Arge.  805 


116.  Criseyde  mene  was  of  hir  stature, 
Ther-to  of  shap,  of  face,  and  eek  of  chere, 
Ther  mighte  been  no  fairer  creature. 
And  ofte  tyme  this  was  hir  manere. 
To  gon  y-tressed  with  hir  heres  clere    810 
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I)..uu  l.y  liir  coler  at  liir  bak  bihinde, 
AVliich  with  a  threde  of  gold  she  wolde 
binde. 

117.  And.  save  liir  browes  joj-nedcn  y-fere, 
— >  Ther  nas  no  lak,  in  ought  I  can  espyen  ; 

But  for  to  spekon  of  hir  eyen  clere,       815 
L<>.  trewely,  they  writen  that  hir  sj'en, 
Tliat  rarad.^s  stood  formed  in  hir  yen. 
And  -witli  hir  riche  beautee  ever-more 
Strof  love  in  hir,  ay  which  of  hem  was 
more. 

118.  She  sobre  was,  eek  simple,  and  wys 
with-al,  820 

Tlie  beste  y-norisshed  eek  that  mightebe, 
And  goodly  of  hir  speche  in  general. 
Charitable,  estatliche,  lusty,  and  free  ; 
Xe  never-mo  ne  lakkede  hir  pitee  ; 
Tendre-herted,  slydinge  of  corage  ;        825 
But  trewely,  I  can  not  telle  hir  age. 

119.  And  Troilus  wel  waxen  was  in  highte, 
And  complet  formed  by  proporcioun 

So  wel,  that  kinde  it  not  amenden  mighte  ; 
Yong,  fresshe,  strong,  and  liardj'  as  lyoun ; 
Trewe  as  steel  in  ech  condicioun  ;  831 

On  of  the  beste  enteched  creature, 
That  is,  or  shal,  whyl  that  the  world  may 
du.re. 

120.  And  certainly  in  storie  it  is  y-founde, 
That  Troilus  was  never  un-to  no  wight,  835 

j-^  As  in  his  tj-me,  in  no  degree  secounde 

e      _IJii^lirrin£,dos  ^^^^^  longeth  to  a  knight. 

Al  mighte  a  geaunt  pa.ssen  him  of  might, 

His  herte  ay  with  the  firsts  and  with  tlie 

beste  839 

Stod  paregal,  to  durre  don  that  him  leste. 

121.  Bat  for  to  tellen  forth  of  Diomede : — 
It  fil  that  after,  r>n  the  tenthe  day. 

Sin  that  Criseydo  out  of  the  citee  .vede, 
This  Diomede,  as  fresshe  as  braunche  in 

May, 
Com  to  the  tente  ther-as  Calkas  lay,     845 
And  fe,\-ned  him  with  Calkas  lian  to  done ; 
But  what  he  mente.  I  shal  yow  telle  sone. 

122.  Criseyde,  at  shorte  wordes  for  to  telle. 
Welcomed  him,  anddoun  by  hir  him  sette  ; 
And  he  was  ethe  y-nough  to  maken  dwelle. 


And  after  this,  with-outen  longe  lette,  851 
The  spyces  and  the  wjii  men  forth  hem 

fette  ; 
And  forth  they  sjieke  of  this  and  that 

y-fere, 
As  freendcs  doon,  of  which  som  shal  yo 

here. 

123.  He  gan  first  fallen  of  the  werre  in 
speche  855 

Bitwixe  hem  and  the  folk  of  Troye  toun  ; 
And  of  th'assege  he  gan  hir  eek  byseche, 
To  telle  him  what  was  hir  opinioun. 
Fro  that  demaunde  he  so  descendeth  doun 
To  asken  hir,  if  that  hir  straunge  thoughte 
The  Grekes  g.vse,  and  werkes  that  they 
wroughte  ?  861 

124.  And  why  hir  fader  tarieth  so  longe 
To  wedden  hir  nn-to  som  worthy  wight  ? 
Criseyde,  that  was  in  hir  pe.ynes  strongc 
For  love  of  Troilus,  hir  owene  knight,  865 
As   fer-forth  as   she   conning   hadde    or 

might, 
Answerde  him  tho  ;  but,  as  of  his  entente, 
It  semed  not  she  wiste  what  ho  mente. 

125.  But  natheles,  this  ilke  Diomede 
Gan  in  him-self  assure,  and  thus  he  seyde, 
'  If  ich  aright  have  taken  of  yow  hede,  871 
Me  thinketh  thus,  O  lady  myn,  Criseyde, 
That   sin    I   first   hond   on   your   brydel 

leyde, 
Whan  ye  oiit  come  of  Troye  by  the  morwe, 
Ne  conde  I  never  seen  yow  but  in  sorwe. 

126.  Caai  I  not  seyn  what  may  the  cause 
be  876 

But-if  for  love  of  som  Troyan  it  were. 
The  which  right  sore  wolde  athinken  me 
That   ye.    for  any   wight  that    dwelleth 

there, 
Sholden  spille  a  quarter  of  a  tere,  880 

Or  iiitously  your-solven  so  bigyle  ; 
For  dredelees,   it   is   nought  worth   the 

whylo. 

127.  The  folk  of  Troye,  as  who  seyth,  alle 
and  some 

In  preson  been,  as  ye  your-selven  see  ; 
For  thennes  shal  not  oon  on-lyve  come  885 
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For  al  the  gold  bitwixcn  Sonne  and  see. 
Tnisteth  wel,  and  understondeth  uic, 
Ther  shal  not  oon  to  niorcy  goon  on-lyve, 
Al  were  lie  lord  of  worldes  twyes  I'yve  ! 

128.  Swich  wreclie  on  hem,  for  fecching 

of  Elej-ne,  890 

Ther  shal  bo   take,   er  that   we   hennes 

wendo, 
That  Manes,   which    that   goddes  ben  of 

pc,\nie, 
Shal  been   agast  that  Grelies  wol   hem 

shende. 
And  men  shul  drede,  iin-to  the  worldes 

ende,  894 

From  liennes-forth  to  ravisslie  any  quene, 
So  cruel  shal  our  wrecho  on  hcni  be  sene. 

120.  And  but-if  Calkas  lede  lis  with  am- 
bages. 

That  is  to  seyn,  with  doiible  wordes  sl.ve, 

Swich  as  naen  clejie  a  '"  word  with  two 
visages," 

Ye  shul  wel  knowen  that  I  nought  ne 
lye,  900 

And  al  this  thing  right  seen  it  with  your 

ye, 

And  that  anoon ;  ye  nil  not  trowe  how- 
sone  ; 


\A&**.    man, 
Xow  taketh  heed,  for  it  is  for  to  done.        ^ j^^^  b^,en   the  ferste   of  whom 


loO.  Wliat    wene    ye    yoiir    wyse   fader 

wolde 
Han  yeven  Antenor  for  yow  anoon,      905 
If  he  ne  wiste  that  the  citee  sholde 
Destroyed    been?     Why,    nay,   so    mote 

I  goon ! 
He  knew  ful  wel  ther  shal  not  scapen  oon 
That  Troyan  is  ;  and  for  the  greto  fere, 
He  dorste  not,  ye  dwelte  lenger  there.  910 


wole    ye   more,    lufsoni   lady 
and   Troyan   fro   j-our   herte 


131.  What 

dere  ? 
Lat   Troye 

pace  ! 
Drj-f  out  that  bittre  hope,  and  make  good 

chere, 
And  clepc  ayein  the  beautee  of  yotir  face, 
That  ye  with  salte  teres  so  deface.  915 

For  Troj-e  is  brought  in  swich  a  jvipartj-e, 
That,  it  to  save,  is  now  no  remedye. 


132.  And  thenketh  wel,  ye  shal  in  Grekes 
fin  do 

A  more  parfit  love,  er  it  be  night, 

Than  any  Troj-an  is,  and  more  kinde,  9.»(> 

And   bet  to   serven    yow   wol  doou   his- 

might. 
And  if  ye  vouche  sanf,  my  lady  bright, 
I  wol  ben  ho  to  serven  yow  mj--selve. 
Ye,  lever  than  be  lord  of  Greces  twelve  .'" 

133.  And  with  that  word  he  gan  to  wa.xen 
reed.  925 

And  in  his  spcche  a  litel  wight  he  qnook, 
And  caste  a-syde  a  litel  wight  his  heed. 
And  stinte  a  whyle ;  and  afterward  awook, 
And  sobreliche  on  hir  he  threw  his  look. 
And  seyde,  '  I  am,  al  be  it  yow  no  joye. 
As  gentil  man  as  anj-  wight  in  Troye.    93 1 

134.  For  if  my  fader  Tydeus,'  he  seyde, 
'  Y-lived  hadde,  I  hadde  been,  er  this. 
Of  Calidoine  and  Arge  a  king,  Criseyde  ! 
And  so  hope  I  that  I  shal  yet,  y-wis.     93? 
But  he  was  slayu,  alias  !  the  more  harn* 

is, 
Unhappily  at  Thebes  al  tf>  rathe, 
Poljnnites  and  many  a  man  to  scathe. 

133.  But  herte  ni,^Ti,  sin  that  I  econ.  your 


seche 
940 


A 

grace. 
To  serven  you  as  hertely  as  I  can. 
And  ever  shal,  whyl  I  to  live  have  sijace. 
So,  er  that  I  departe  oiit  of  this  place. 
Ye  wol  me  graunte,  that  I  mayto-morwe, 
At  bettre  leyser,  telle  yow  my  sorwe.'  945 

186.  What  shold  I  telle  his  wordes  that  h& 

seyde  ? 
He  spak  y-now,  for  o  day  at  the  meste  ; 
It  preveth  wel,  he  spak  so  that  Criseyde 
Graunted,  on  the  morwe,  at  his  requeste. 
For  to  speken  with  him  at  the  leste,       950 
So  that  he  nolde  spekc  of  swich  matere  ; 
And  thus  to  him  she  seyde,  as  ye  may 

here  :  _    _ 

137.  As   she   that    hadde    hir    herte    on 

TroUus 
So  faste,  that  ther  may  it  noon  arace  : 
And  straungely  she  s^iak,  and  seyde  thus 
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'O  Diomede,  I  love  that  ilke  place         956 
Ther   I    was    l)om ;    and   Joves,    for   his 

grace, 
Delivere  it  sone  of  al  that  doth  it  care  ! 
Ood,  for  thy  might,  so  leve  it  wel  to  fare  ! 

i:$S.  That  Grekes  wolde  hir  wraththe  on 
Troye  wrelce,  960 

If  that  they  mighte,  I  knowe  it  wel, 
y-wis. 

But  it  shal  not  bifallen  as  ye  speke  ; 

And  god  to-forn,  and  farther  over  this, 

I  wot  my  fader  wys  and  redy  is  ; 

And  that  he  me  hath  bought,  as  ye  me 
tolde,  965 

So  dere,  I  am  the  more  un-to  him  liolde. 

139.  Tliat  Grekes  been  of  heigh  con- 
dicioun, 

I  woot  eek  wel  ;  but  certein,  men  shal 
finde 
~r.  As  worthy  folk  with-inne  Troye  totin, 
As  conning,  and  as  parfit  and  as  kinde. 
As  been  bitwixen  Orcades  and  Inde.      971 
And  that  ye  eoude  wel  j'our  lady  serve, 
I  trowe  eek  wel,  hir  thank  for  to  deserve. 

140.  But  as  to  speke  of  love,  y-wis, '  she 
seyde, 

*  I  hadde  a  lord,  to  whom  I  wedded  was. 
The  whos  myn  herte  al  was,  til  that  he 

dej'de ;  976 

And  other  love,  as  helpe  me  now  Pallas, 
Ther  in  mjii  herte  nis,  ne  never  was. 
And  that  ye  been  of  noble  and  heigh 

kinrede, 
I  have  wel  herd  it  tellen,  out  of  drede.  980 

141.  And  that  doth  mo  to  han  so  gret  a 
wonder. 

That  ye  wol  socmen  any  womman  so. 
Eek,  god  wot,  love  and  I  be  fer  a-sonder ; 
I  am  disposed  bet,  so  mote  I  go, 
Un-to  my  deeth,  to  pleyne  and  maken 
wo.  985 

What  I  shal  after  doon,  I  can  not  seye ; 
But  trewely,  as  3'et  me  list  not  pleyc. 

142.  Myn  herte  is  now  in  tribulaeiotm. 
And  yc  in  armes  bi.sy,  day  by  day. 
Here-alter,    whan  ye  wonnen    han    the 

toun,  990 


Paraunter,  thanne  so  it  happen  may, 
That  whan  I  see  that  I  never  er  say, 
Than  wole  I  werke  that  I  never  wroughte ! 
This    word    to    yow    y-nough    suflysen 
oughte. 

143.  To-morwe  eek  wol  I  speke  with  yow 
fajai,  995 

So  that  ye  touchen  nought  of  this  matere. 

And  whan  yow  list,  ye  may  come  here 
ayeyn  ; 

And,  er  ye  gon,  tlius  muche  I  seye  yow 
here  : 

As  helpe  me  Pallas  with  hir  heres  clere, 

If  that  I  sholde  of  any  Greek  hiin  routhe, 

It  sholde  be  your-selven,  by  my  troutlie  ! 

114.  I  sey  not  therfore  that  I  wol  yow 
love,  1002 

Ne  I  sey  not  nay,  but  in  conclusioun, 
I  mene  wel,  by  god  that  sit  above  : ' — 
And    ther-with-al    she    caste    hir    eyen 

doun. 

And  gan  to  syke,  and  seyde,  '  O  Troye 
toun,  iwjf) 

Yet  bidde  I  god,  in  quiete  and  in  reste 
I  may  yow  seen,  or  do  myn  herte  breste.' 

145.  But  in  effect,  and  shortly  for  to  seye. 
This  Diomede  al  freshly  newe  ayeyn  loio 
Gan  jiressen    on,    and   fasto   hir  mercy 

preye  ;  101 1 

And  after  this,  the  sothe  for  to  seyn, 
Hir  glove  he  took,  of  which  he  was  ful 

fayn. 
And  fynally,  whan  it  was  waxen  eve, 
And  al  was  wel,   he  roos  and  took  his 

leve.  1015 

146.  The  brightc  Venus  folwcde  and  ay 
taughte 

The  wey,  ther  brode  Phebus  doun  alighte  ; 
And  Cynthea  hir  char-hors  <ivcr-ravighte 
To  whirle  out  of  the  Lyon,  if  she  mighte ; 
And  Signifer  his  candeles  shewed  brighte, 
Whan  that  Criseydo  un-to  hir  bcdde 
wentc  1 02 1 

In-witli  hir  fadres  faire  brighte  tente. 

147.  Retoming  in  hir  soule  ay  up  and 
doun 

The  wordes  of  this  sodein  Diomede, 


Book  V.] 


^roifue  anb  Cviet^U. 


313 


His  greet  estat,  and  peril  of  the  toun,  1025 
And  that  she  was  allone  and  hadde  nede 
Of  froendes    help ;    aud   thus    bigan    to 

bredo 
Tlio  cause  why,  the  sothe  for  to  telle, 
That  she  tok  fully  jnirpos  for  to  dwejle. 

148.  The  morwe  com,  and  goostly  for  to 
speke,  1030 

This  Diomede  is  come  lan-to  Criseyde, 
And  shortly,  lest  that  ye  my  tale  breko, 
So  wel  he  for  him-selve  spak  and  seyde. 
That  alle  hir  sykes  sore  adoun  he  leyde. 
And  fynally,  the  sothe  for  to  seyne,     1035 
He  refte  hir  of  the  grete  of  al  hir  peyne. 

149.  And  after  this  the  story  telleth  us, 
That  she  him  yaf  the  faire  baye  stede, 
The  which  he  ones  wan  of  Troilus  ; 
And  eek  a  hroche   (and  that  was  litel 

nede)  1040 

That  Troilus  was,  she  yaf  this  Diomede. 
And   eek,   the   bet   from   sorwe    him   to 

releve, 
She  ^ade  him  were  a  pencel  of  hir  sieve. 


150.  I  finde  eek  in  the  stories  eUes-where, 
Whan  through  tlie  bodj'  hurt  was  Dio- 
mede 1045 

Of  Troilus,  tho  weep  she  many  a  tere. 
Whan  that  she  saugh  his  wyde  woundes 

blede  ; 
And   that  she  took  to  kepen  him  good 

hede, 
And  for  to  hele  him  of  his  sorwes  smerte. 
Men  seyn,  I  not,  that  she  yaf  him  hir 

herte.  1050 

151.  But  trewely,  the  story  telleth  lis, 
Ther  made  never  womman  more  wo 
Than  she,  whan  that  she  falsed  Troilus. 
She  seyde,  '  alias  !  for  now  is  cleue  a-go 
My  name  of  trouthe  in  love,  for  ever-mo  ! 
For  I  have  falsed  oon,  the  gentileste 
That  ever  was,  and  oon  the  worthieste  ! 

152.  Alias,  of  me,  un-to  the  worldes  ende, 
Shal  neither  been  y-writen  nor  y-songe 
No  good  word,   for  thise  bokes  wol  me 

shende,  1060 

O,  rolled  shal  I  been  on  many  a  tonge  ! 


Through-out  the  world  my  belle  shal  be 

ronge ; 
And  womiiien  most  wol  hate  me  of  alle. 
Alias,  that  swich  a  cas  me  shokle  falle  ! 

153.  Thej-  wol  seyn,  in  as  muche  as  in 
me  is,  1065 

I  have  hem  doon  dishonour,  wejdawej-  ! 
Al  be  I  not  the  lirste  that  dide  amis, 
What  helpeth  that  to  do  my  blame  awey  ? 
But  sin  I  see  there  is  no  bettre  way. 
And  that  to  late  is  now  for  me  to  rewe. 
To  Diomede  algate  I  wol  be  trewe.       1071 

154.  But  Troilus,"sin  I  no  better  may, 
And  sin  that  thus  departen  j-o  and  I, 
Yet  preye  I  god,  so  j'eve  yow  right  good 

day 
As  for  the  gentileste,  trewely,  1075 

That  ever  I  say,  to  serven  feithfnUy, 
And  best  can  ay  his  lady  honour  kepe  :' — 
And  with  that  word  she  brast  anon  to 

wepe. 

153.  'And  certes,  yow  ne  haten   slial  I 

never. 
And  freendes  love,  that  shal  ye  han  of 

me,  1080 

And  my  good  word,  al  mighte  I  liven  ever. 
And,  trewely,  I  wolde  sory  be 
For  to  seen  yow  in  adversitee. 
And  giltelees,  I  woot  ^vel,  I  yow  leve  ; 
But  al  shal  passe  ;  and  thus  take  I  my 

leve.'  1085- 

156.  But  trewely,  how  longo  it  was  bi- 

twene, 
That  she  for-sook  him  for  this  Diomede, 
Ther  is  non  aiictor  telleth  it,  I  wene. 
Talie  every  man  now  to  his  bokes  hede  ; 
He  shal  no  tcrme  finden,  out  of  drede. 
For  though   that  he  bigan  to  wowe  hir 

sone,  10(11 

Er  he  hir  wun,  yet  was  ther  more  to  done. 


15 


womman 


Xe   me   ne  list    tliis  sely 

chydo 
Ferther  than  the  story  wol  devyse. 
Hir  name,  alias  !  is  iiublisshod  so  wyde, 
Thi^t  for  hir  gilt  it  oughte  y-now  suffyse 
And  if  I  mighte  excuse  hir  anj-  vryse, 


B^ 
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For  she  so  sory  was  for  hir  untrouthe, 
Y-wis,  I  wolde  excuse  liir  yet  for  routhe.     | 

l.")S.  This  Troilus,  as  I  biforn  have  told, 
Tims  drn-cth  forth,  as  wel  as  ho  hath 

migiit.  "oi 

But  often  was  his  hertc  hoot  and  cold, 
And  namely,  that  ilke  nynthe  night, 
Which   on   the   niorwe   she   hadde   him 

Viyhight 
To  cyme  ayein  :  god  wot,  ful  litel  reste 
Hadde  he  that  night  ;   no-thing  to  slepe 

himleste.  iif'6 

159.  The  laiirer-croune'cl  Phebiis,  with  his 
hete, 

<  jan,  in  his  course  ay  upward  as  he  wente, 

To  warmen  of  ftli'  est  see  tlie  wawes  wete  ; 

And  Xisus  doughter  song  with  fresh  en- 
tente, i"o 

Whan  Troilus  his  Pandare  after  sentc  ; 

And  on  the  walles  of  the  toun  they 
pleyde. 

To  loke  if  they  can  seen  ought  of  Criseyde. 

160.  Til  it  was  noon,  they  stoden  for  to 

see 

Wlio  that  thor  come ;  and  every  maner 

wight,  I  "5 

That  cam  fro  fer,  they  seyden  it  was  she, 

.   Til  that  thoy  coiido  knowen  him  a-riglit, 

Now  was  Ills  herte  dul,  now  was  it  light ; 

And  thiis  by-japed  stonden  for  to  stare 

.  Aboutc  nought,  tliis  Troilus  and  Pandare. 

161.  To  Pandarus  this  Troilus  tlio  seyde, 
'  For  ought  I  wot,  bi-for  noon,  sikerly, 
In-to  this  toun  ne  comth  nought  here 

Criseyde. 
She  liath  y-now  to  done,  hardily,  1 1^4 

To  winnen  from  liir  fader,  so  trowe  I ; 
Hir  olde  fader  wol  yet  make  hir  dyne 
Er  that  she  go  ;  god  yeve  his  herte  pyne ! ' 

162.  Pandare  answerde,  '  it  may  wel  be, 
certeyn  ; 

And  for-thy  lat  lis  djnie,  I  thee  biseche  ; 
And  after  noon  than  mayst  tiiou  come 

ayeyn.'  u.?o 

And     hoom    they    go,    witli-oute    more 

sf eche ; 


And  comen  ayein,  but  longo  may  they 

secho 
Er  that  they  findo  that  they  after  cape  ; 
Fortune  hem  bothe  thenketh  for  to  jape. 

163.  Quod  Troilus,  'I  see  wel  now,  that 
she  I '.^5 

Is  tai-ied  with  liir  oldc  fader  so, 
That  er  she  come,  it  wol  neigh  even  be. 
Com  forth,  I  wol  un-to  the  yate  go. 
Thise  portours  been  unkonninge  ever-mo ; 
And  I  wol  doon  hem  liolden  up  the  yate 
As  nought  no  were,  al-though  she  come 
late.'  i>4' 

164.  The  day  goth  faste,  and  after  that 
comth  eye, 

And  yet  com  nought  to  Troilus  Criseyde. 
He   loketh.  forth  by  hegge,   by  tree,  by 

greve. 
And  fer  his  heed  over  the  wal  he  leyde. 
And   at   the   laste   he   torned   him,    an<l 

seyde,  'U"^' 

'  By  god,  I  woot  hir  moning  now,  Pandare ! 
Al-most,  y-wis,  al  newe  was  my  care. 

165.  Now   donteles,    this    lady    can    )iir 
good  • 

I  woot,  she  meneth  ryden  prively.        1 150 
I  comende  hir  wysdom,  by  myn  hood  ! 
She  wol  not  maken  peple  nycely 
j  Gavire   on   hir,   whan    she    comth  ;    but 
!  softely 

By  nighte  in-to  the  toun  she  thenketh 

ryde. 
And,   dere   brother,  thenlc   not   longe  t'- 
abyde.  "55 

166.  We  ban  nought  ellos  for  to  doon, 
y-wis. 

And  Pandarus,  now  woltow  trowen  me? 
Have  hero  my  trouthe,  I  see  hir !  yond 

she  is. 
Heve  up  thyn  eyen,  man  !  maystow  not 

see  ? ' 
Pandare  answerde,  'nay,  so  mote  I  tliee  ! 
Al  wrong,  by  god;  what  seystow,  man, 

wherart?  1")' 

That  I  see  j'ond  nis  but  a  fare-cart.' 

167.  'Alias,  thou  seist right  sooth,'  quod 

Troilus  ; 
'  But  hardely,  it  is  not  al  for  nouglit  1 104 


Book  V.] 


^rotfu0  ar\^  Cnee^be. 


3^5 


That  in  mj-n  hcrto  I  now  rejoyso  thus. 
It  is  ayein  som  good  I  have  a  tlionght. 
Noot  I  not  how,   bxxt    sin    tliat   I  was 

wrouglit, 
Ne  felte  I  swicli  a  confort,  dar  T  seye  ; 
She  comth  to-night,  nty  lyf,  that  dorsto 

Ileye!' 

168.  Pandaro  answorde,  '  it  may  he  wcl, 

y-nough  '  ;      "  1170 

And  held  with  liiin  of  al  that  ever  ho 

seydc  ; 
But  in  his  hertc  ho  thonghto,  and  softe 

lough, 
And  to  liim-self  ful  sobrely  he  seyde  : 
'  From  hasel-wodo,  ther  Joly  Robin  pleyde, 
Shal  come    al    that   that   thou   abjalest 

here;  ii;5 

Ye,  fare-wel  al  the  snow  of  feme  yere  ! ' 

160.  Tlie  wardein  of  the  yates  gan  to  calle 
Tlio  folk  which  that  with-oute  the  yates 

were, 
And  bad  hem  dryven  in  hir  bestes  alle, 
Or  al  the  niglit  they  moste  bloven  there. 
And  fer  with-in  the  night,  with  many 

a  tero,  1181 

This  Troilus  gan  hoomward  for  to  ryde  ; 
I'or  wel  ho  seeth  it  helxietli  nought  fa- 

byde. 

170    But  nathelos,  hcgladdedhim  in  this ; 
He  tlioughte  he  misacoiinted  hadde  his 

(lay,  ^  1185 

And  seydo,  '  I  understondo  have  al  a-mis. 
For  thilko  night  I  last  Crisoj'de  say, 
She  seyde,  "  I  shal  ben  here,  if  that  I 

may, 
Er  that  the  mono,  O  dere  herte  swete ! 
The  Lyon  passe,  out  of  this  Arietc.''    1 190 

171.  For  wliich  she  may  yet  holdo  al  liir 

bihestc' 
And  on  the   morwe   Tin-to   the   yate   ho 

wente, 
And  up  and  down,  by  west  and  eek  by 

este, 
Up-on  the  walles  made  ho  many  a  wcnte. 
But  al  for  nought ;  his  hoi)e  alwey  liim 

blente ;  1105 


For  which  at  niglit,  in  sorwo  and  sykcs 

soro 
Ho    wente    him    hoom,   with-outen   any 

more. 

172.  This  hope  al  cleno  out  of  his  herto 

fledde, 
He  natli  whcr-on  now  longer  foi'  to  hongo ; 
But  for  the  peync  him  thoughte  his  herto 

bleddo,  ij,x) 

So  were  his  throwes  sharpo  and  wonder 

strongo. 
For  when   he   saugh   that  sho  alx)od  »\ 

longe, 
He  niste  what  he  juggen  of  it  mighte, 
Sin  sho  hath   broken  that  she  him  bi- 

highte. 

17.5.  Tlie  thridde,  fertile,  fifte,  sLxte  day 
After  tho  dayes  ten,  of  which  I  tolde, 
BitwLxen  hope  and  drede  his  herte  lay, 
Yot  som-what  trustinge  on  hirhestesolde. 
But  whan  he  saugh  she  nolde  hir  termo 

holde. 
He  can  now  seen  non  other  remedye,  1210 
But  for  to  shape  him  sone  for  to  dye, 

174.  Ther-with  the  wikked  spirit,  god  us 
blesse, 

"Wliich  that  men  clepeth  wode  jalousye, 
Gan  in  him  crepe,  in  al  this  hevinesse  ; 
For  which,  by-cause  he  wolde  sone  dj-e, 
He  ne  eet  ne  dronk,  for  his  malencolye, 
Xnd  eek  from  every  companyo  he  fledde  ; 
This  was  the  lyf  that  al  tho  tyme  ho 
ledde. 

175.  He  so  defet  was,  that  no  manor  man 
Unnetho   mighte   him    knowo    thor    ho 

wente ;  J220 

So  was  he  lene,  and  thcr-to  pale  and  wan, 
And  feble,  that  he  walketh  by  potente  ; 
And  with   his   ire   ho    thus    hini-selven 

shente. 
And  who-so  axed  him  wher-of  him  smerte, 
Ho  seyde,   his  harm  was  al  abouto  his 

herte.  122^ 

176.  Pryam  fol  ofte,  and  eek  his  moder 
doro, 

His  bretheren  and  his  sustren  gonne  him 
freyno 
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AN'hy  lio  so  suiwful  was  iu  al  liis  cliere, 
Aiid  what  thing  was  the  caiise  of  al  his 

pejTie  ? 
But' al  fbr  nought;  he  iiolde  his  cause 

pleyno,  J  230 

But  scyde,  he  felte  a  grevous  maladye 
A-lx'ute  his  herte,  and  fayn  he  wolde  dye. 

177    So  on  a  day  he  leyde  him  doun  to 

slepe, 
And    so    bifel    that    in    his    sleep   him 

thoughte, 
That  in  a  forest  faste he  welk  to  wepe    1235 
For  love  of  liir  that  him  these  peynes 

■wroughte  ; 
And  up  and  doun  as  he  the  forest  soughte, 
He  metto  he  siiugli  a  boor  with  tuskes 

grete, 
That  sleep  ayein  the  bright  sonnes  liete. 

♦ 

178.  And  by  this  boor,  faste  in  his  armes 

folde,  1240 

Lay  kissing  ay  his  lady  bright  Criseyde  : 
For   sorwe   of  whicli,    whan   he    it    gan 

biholde, 
And  for  dcspyt,  out  of  liis  slepe  he  breyde, 
And  loude  he  cryde  on  Pandarus,  and 

seyde, 
'  O   Pandarus,   now   knowe    I   crop   and 

rote  !  1245 

I  nam  but  deed,  ther  nis  non  other  bote  ! 

170.  My  lady   briglit   Criseyde  hath  me 

bitrayed, 
In  whom  I  trusted  most  of  any  wight, 
She    elles- where     hath     now    hir    herte 

apayed ; 
The   blisful    goddes,    through   hir   grete 

might,  1250 

Han  in  my  dreem  y-shewed  it  ful  right. 
Thus   in    my    dreeni    Criseyde    I    have 

biholde ' — • 
And  al  this  thing  to  Pandarus  he  tolde. 

180.  '  O  my  Criseyde,  aUas  !  what  subtil- 
tee, 

What  newe  lust,  what  beautee,  what 
science,  1 255 

What  wratthe  of  juste  cause  have  ye  to 
me? 

What  gilt  of  me,  what  fel  experience 

Hath  fro  me  raft,  alias!  thyn  advertence? 


0  trust,  O  feyth,  O  depe  aseuraunce. 
Who  hath  me  reft  Criseyde,  al  my  ple- 

saunce  ?  1260 

181.  Alias !  why  leet  I  you  from  honnes 

go,  •  ■• 

For  which   wel   neigh    out   of  my  wit  I 

breyde  ? 
Wlio  shal  now  trowe  on  any  othes  mo  ? 
God  wot  I  wcnde,  O  lady  bright,  Criseyde, 
That  everj'  word  was  gospel  that  j-e  seydo  I 
But  who  may  bet  bigylen,  if  him  liste,  1266 
Than  he  on  whom  men  weneth  best  to 

triste  ? 

182.  'Wliat   shal   I  doon,    my  Pandarus, 
alias  ! 

1  fele  now  so  sharpe  a  newo  pcyne. 
Sin  that  ther  is  no  remedie  in  this  cas. 
That   bet  were  it   I   witli    myn   hondes 

tweyno  1271 

My-selven  slow,  than  alwey  thus  to  ploj'ne. 
For  throiigh  my  deeth  my  wo  sholde  hau 

an  ende, 
Ther  every  day  with  lyf  mj'-self  I  shende.' 

183.  Pandare  answerde  and  seyde,  '  alias 
the  whyle  1275 

That  I  was  born  ;  have  I  not  seyd  er  this. 
That  dremes  many  a  maner  man  bigyle? 
And  why  ?  for  folk  expoundeu  hem  a-mis. 
How  darstow  seyu  that  fals  thy  lady  is. 
For   any   dreem,   right   for  thj-n   owene 

drode?  1280 

Lat  be  this  thought,  thou  canst  no  drcmes 

rede. 

184.  Panvunter,  ther  thou  dremest  of  this 
boor. 

It  may  so  be  that  it  may  signifye 
Hir  fader,  which  tliat  old  is  and  eek  hoor, 
Ayein  the  Sonne  l3'th,  on  poynt  to  dye,  1285 
And  she  for  sorwe  ginneth  wepe  and  crye. 
And  kisseth  him,   ther  he   lyth  on  the 

grounde ; 
Tlu\s  slmldestow  thy  dreem  a-right  cx- 

pounde.' 

185.  'How   mighto  I  thanne    do?'   qiiod 
Troiltis, 

'To  knowe  of  this,  ye,  were  it  never  so 
lyte?'  1290 
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•  Now  seystow  wj-sly,'  qiiocl  thisPandarus, 
'  My  reed  is  this,    sin   thou  canst  wel 

endyte, 
That  hastely  a  lettre  thou  hir  •wryte, 
Thorugh  which  tliou  shalt  wel  bringen  it 

nboute, 
To  knowe   a   sooth  of  that  tliou  art  in 

doute.  1295 

186.  And  see  now  why  ;  for  this  I  dar  wel 
sejTi, 

That  if  so  is  that  she  itntrewe  be, 
I  can  not  trowe  that  she  wol  wrj-te  ayeyn. 
And  if  she  wi^yte,  tlioii  shalt  ful  sone  see, 
As  whether  she  hath  any  libertee        1300 
To  come  ayein,  or  elles  in  som  clause, 
If  she  be  let,  she  wol  assigne  a  caiise. 

187.  Tliou  hast  not  writen  hir  sin  that 
she  wente. 

Nor  she  to  thee,  and  this  I  dorste  leye, 
Ther  may  swich  cause  been  in  hir  en- 
tente, 1305 
That  hardely  thou  wolt  thy-sclven  seye. 
That  hir  a-bood  the  beste  is  for  yow  tweye. 
Now  wryte  hir  thanne,  and  thoii  shalt 

fele  sone 
A  sothe  of  al;  ther  is  no  more  to  done.' 

188.  Acordedbeentothisconclusioun,  1310 
And  that  anoon,  these  ilke  lordes  two  ; 
And  hastely  sit  Troilus  adonn. 

And  rolleth  in  his  herte  to  and  fro, 
How  he  may  best  discry^'en  hir  his  wo. 
And  to  Criseyde,  his  owene  lady  dere,  13 15 
He  wroot  right  thus,  and  seyde  as  ye  may 
here. 

189.  '  Eight  fresshe   flour,    whos  I  have 
been  and  shal, 

With-outen  part  of  elles-where  servyse. 
With  herte,  bodv,  lyf,  lust,  thought,  and 

al; 
I,  woful  wight,  in  every  humble  wyse  1320 
That  tonge  telle  or  herte  niay  devyse, 
As  ofte  as  matere  occupyeth  place, 
Me  recomaunde  un-to  j-our  noble  grace. 

I'JO.  Lyketh  it  yow  to  witon,  swete  herte. 
As  ye  wel  knowe  how  longe  tyme  agoon 
That  ye  me  lafte  in  aspre  peynes  smerte, 


Whan  that  ye  wente,  of  which  yet  bote 
noon  1327 

Have  I  non  had,  but  ever  wers  bigoon 
Fro  day  to  day  ain  I,  and  so  mot  dwelle, 
While  it  yow  list,   of  wele  and  wo  my 
welle .'  1330 

191.  For   which   to    yow,    with    dredful 
herte  trewe, 

I  wryte,  as  he  that  sorwe  dryfth  to  wryte, 
My  wo,  that  every  houre  encreseth  newe, 
Compleyninge  as  I  dar  or  can  endyte. 
And  that  defaced  is,  that  may  j-e  wyte  1335 
The  teres,  which  that  fro  myn  eyen  reyno, 
That  wolde  speke,  if  that  they  coude,  ami 
pleyne. 

192.  Yow  first  bisechc  I,  that  your  oyen 
clere 

To  look  on  this  defouled  ye  not  holde  ; 
And  over  al  this,  that  ye,  my  lady  dere, 
Wol  vouche-sauf  this  lettre  to  biliolde.  1341 
And  by  the  cause  eek  of  my  cares  colde. 
That  sleeth  my  wit,   if  ought  amis  mo 

asterte, 
For-yeve  it  me,  mjn  owene  swete  herte. 

193.  If  any  servant  dorste  or  oughte  of 
riglit  1345 

Up-on  his  lady  pitously  complej^ne, 
Than   wene  I,   that  ich  oughto  be  that 

wight. 
Considered  this,  that  ye  these  monthes 

tweyne 
Han  taried,   ther    j-e    seyden,    sooth   to 

seyne. 
But  dayes  ten  ye  nolde  in  ost  sojoume,  1350 
But  in  two  monthes  yet  ye  not  retourne. 

194.  But  for-as-muche  as  me  mot  uedes 
lyke 

Al  that  3-ow  list,  I  dar  not  ideyne  more. 
But  humblely  with  sorwfiil  sykes  syke  ; 
Yow  wryte  ich  myn  unresty  sorvves  sore. 
Fro  day  to  day  desyring  ever-more      1356 
To  knowen  fuUj-,  if  your  wil  it  were, 
How  ye  lian  ferd  and  doou,  whyl  yo  be 
there. 

195.  The  whos  wel-fare  aud  hele  eek  god 
oncresse  1359 

In  honour  swich,  that  upward  in  degree 
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It  growe  nlwey,  so  that  it  never  cesse  ; 
Kight  as  your  herte  ay  can,  my  lady  free, 
I)ev,'\-se,  I  r''oy  ^^  ?:^"-^  S"^  mote  it  be. 
And  graunte  it  that  ye  sone  up-ou  me 

rewe 
As  visl.v  as  in  al  I  am  yow  trewe.         1365 

196.  And  if  yow  lyketh  knowen  of  the  fare 
Of  me,  whos  wo  ther  may  no  wight  dis- 

cryve, 
I  can  no  more  but,  cheste  of  every  care, 
At  wrytinge  of  this  Icttrc  I  was  on-lj'\'e, 
Al  rcdy  out  my  woful  gost  to  dryve;  1370 
^Vllich  I  delaye,  and  holde  him  yet  in 

honde, 
l'l)0n  the  sight  of  matere  ojf  yvmr  sonde. 

107.  Myn  cj'on  two,  in  veyn  with  which 

I  see. 
Of  sorweful  teres  salte  arn  waxen  welles  ; 
My  song,  in  plejnitc  of  myn  advorsitee  ; 
My  good  in  harm  ;  myn  ese  eek  waxen 

hello  is.  1376 

My  joye,   in  wo  ;  I  can  sey  yow  nought 

elles, 
But  turned  is,  for  which  my  lyf  I  warie, 
Everich  joj'e  or  ese  in  his  contrarie. 

198.   \Miich   with  your    cominge    hoom 

ayein  to  Troye  1380 

Yc  may  redresse,  and,  more  a  thousand 

sythe 
Than  ever  ich  hadde,  encresen  in  me  joye. 
For  was  ther  never  herte  yet  so  blythe 
To  lian  his  lyf,  as  I  slial  been  as  swythe 
As   I   yow   see  ;    and,  though  no  maner 

routhe  '3^5 

C'ommeve    j'ow,   j-et    thinketh    on    your 

trouthe. 

1C:9.  And   if  so   he   my  gilt    hath   deeth 

deserved. 
Or  if  you  list  110  more  up-on  mo  see, 
In  guerdon  yet  of  that  I  have  j-ou  served, 
Bisechc  I  yow,  myn  hortes  lady  free,  1390 
That  hcre-upon  ye  wolden  wryte  mo. 
For  love  of  god,  my  righte  lodc-sterre, 
Ther  deeth  may  make  an  ende  of  al  my 

werre. 

200.  If  other  cause  aught  doth  yow  for  to 
dwello,  1394 

That  with  your  Isttro  ye  me  rccomforte  ; 


For  though  to  me  your  absence  is  an  helle, 
Witli  pacience  I  wol  my  wo  comporte. 
And    with    j'our    lettre    of    hoiie    I   wol 

dosporte. 
Xow  wrj'tefch,  swete,  and  lat  me  thus  not 

pleyne ; 
With  hope,  or  deeth,   delivereth  mo  fro 

pej-ne.  1400 

201.  Y-wis,  myn  owene  dere  herte  trewe, 
I  woot  that,  whan  ye  next  up-on  me  see, 
So  lost  have  I  mjna  hele  and  eek  myn  hewe, 
Criseyde  shal  nought  conne  knowe  me  ! 
Y-wis,  myn  hertes  day,  my  lady  free,  1405 
So  thursteth  ay  myn  herte  to  biholde 
Yourbeautee,  that  my  lyf  unnethe  I  holde. 

202.  I  soy  no  more,  al  have  I  for  to  seye 
To  you  wcl  more  than  I  telle  may  ;  i4(k> 
But  whether  that  ye  do  me  live  or  deye. 
Yet  pray  I  god,  so  j-eve  yow  right  good  day. 
And  fareth  wel,  goodly  fayre  fresshe  may, 
As  ye  that  Ij-f  or  deeth  me  may  comaundc ; 
And  to  your  trouthe  ay  I  me  recomaunde 

203.  With  hele  swich  that,  bi^t  ye  yeven 
me  1415 

The  same  hele,  I  shal  noon  hele  have. 
In  you  lyth,  whan  j'ow  list  that  it  so  bo, 
The  day  in  which  me  clothen  shal  my 

grave. 
In  yow  my  lyf,  in  yow  might  for  to  save 
Me  from  disese  of  alle  peynes  smerte  ;  1420 
And  fare  now  wel,  myn  oweno  swete  herte  1 

Le  vostre  T.' 

204.  This   lettre   forth   was   sent    un-to 
Criseyde, 

Of  which  liir  answore  in  effect  was  this  ; 
Ful  jiitou.sly  she  wroot  ayein,  and  seydo. 
That  al-so  sone  as  that  she  might,  y-wis, 
She  woldo  come,  and  mcnde  al  that  was 

mis.  1426 

And  fynally  she  wroot  and  seyde  him 

thannc, 
She  wolde  come,  ye,  but  she  niste  whanne. 

205.  But   in  hir  lettre  made   she   swich 
festes, 

That  wonder  was.  and  swcreth  she  loveth 
him  best,  1430 

Of  which  he  fond  but  botmelocs  bihestes. 
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But  Troilus,  thou  niayst  now,  est  or  west, 
Px^pe  ill  an  ivy  leef,  if  that  tlice  lest ; 
Thus  gooth  the  world  ;  god  shilde  us  fro 

mischaunce, 
And   every  wight   that  nieneth   trouthe 

avaunce !  1435 

206.  Encresen  gan  the  wo  fro  day  to  night 
Of  Troilus,  fi>r  taryingo  of  Criseyde  ; 
And   lessen   gan   his   hope   and   eek   his 

might, 
For  which  al  doiin  he  in   his  Ijud  him 

loyde  ; 
He  ne  oef ,  ne  dronk,  ne  sleep,  no  word  he 

seyde,  1 440 

Imaginlnge  ay  that  she  was  unkinde  ; 
For  which  wel  neigh  he  wex  out  of  his 

minde. 

207.  This  dreem,  of  which  I  told  have  eek 
biforn, 

May  never  come  out  of  his  remembrannce ; 
He  thoughte  ay  wel  he  haddc  his  lady 

lorn,  1445 

And  that  Joves,  of  his  ptirve.yaunce, 
Him  shewed  hadde  in  sleep  the  signifi- 

aunce 
Of  hir  vintronthe  and  his  disaventure. 
And  that  the  boor  was  shewed  him  in 

figure, 

208.  For  which  he  for  Sibillo  his  snster 
sente,  1450 

That  called  was  Cassandre  eek  al  aboute  ; 
And  al  his  dreem  he  tolde  hir  er  he  stente. 
And  hir  bisouglite  assoilen  him  the  donte 
Of  the  strongc  boor,  with  tuskcs  stoute  ; 
And  fynally,  with-inne  a  litel  stounde, 
Cassandre  him  gan  right  thus  his  dreeni 
cxpounde.  1456 

209.  She  gan  first  smyle,  and  seyde,  '  O 
brother  dere, 

If  thon  a  sooth  of  this  desyrest  knowe. 
Thou  most,  a  fewe  of  olde  stoxics  here. 
To  purpos,  how  that  fortune  ovcr-throwe 
Hath  lordes  olde  ;  through  which,  with- 
inne  a  throwe,  1461 
Thou  wel  this  boor  shalt  knowe,  and  of 

what  kinde 
He  comen  is,  as  men  in  bokes  finde. 


210.  Diane,  which  that  wrooth  was  and  in 

ire 
For  Grekes  nolde  doon  hir  sacrifyse,    1465 
Ne  encens  np-on  hir  auter  sette  a-fyre, 
She,  tor  that  Grekes  gonne  hir  so  dispyse, 
Wrak  hir  in  a  wonder  cruel  wj'se. 
For  with  a  boor  as  greet  as  oxe  in  stalle 
She  made  up  frete  hir  corn  and  vynes  alle. 

•211.  To  slee  this  boor  was  al  the  contree 

reysed,  i4;i 

A-monges  which  ther  com,  this  boor  to  see, 

A   mayde,    oon    of  this    world    the    best 

y-preysed ; 
And  IMelcagi-e,  lord  of  that  contree. 
He  lovede  so  this  fresshe  mayden  free    1475 
That  with  his  manhod,  er  he  wolde  stente. 
This  boor  he  slow,  and  hir  the  heed  he 
sente  ; 

"212.  Of  which,  as  olde  bokes  telleii  us, 
Ther  roos  a  contek  and  a  greet  en\-j-e  ; 
And  of  this  lord  descended  Tydeus       1480 
By  ligne,  or  elles  olde  bokes  lye  ; 
But  how'  this  Meleagre  gan  to  dj-e 
Thorugh  his  moder,  wol  I  yow  not  telle, 
For  al  to  long  it  were  for  to  dwelle,' 
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ignem.  12 
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213.  She  tolde  eek  how  Tj'dexxs,  er  she 
stente,  '4^5 

I'n-to  the  stronge  citee  of  Thebes, 
To  cleymc  kingdom  of  the  citee,  wente, 
Fur  his  fc'Uiwe,  daun  Polyniitcs, 
Of  which  the  brother,  daun  Ethyocles, 
Ful    wrongfully    of    Thebes    held    the 
sti-engtlie ;  1490 

This  tolde  she  by  proces,  al  by  lengthe. 

214.  She  tolde  eek  how  Hemonides  asterte, 
Whan  Tydeus  slough  fifty  knightes  stoute. 
She  tolde  eek  al  the  prophesyes  by  herte, 
And  how  that  sevene  kinges,  with  hir 

route,  1495 

Bisegeden  the  citee  al  aboute  ; 
And  of  the  holy  serpent,  and  tlio  welle, 
And  of  the  furies,  al  she  gau  hiui  telle. 

215.  Of    Archimoris    buryiiige    and    the 
ploycs. 

And    how   Amphiorax    fil    throvigh    the 
grounde,  1500 

How  Tydeus  was  slajni,  lord  of  Argeyes, 
And  how  Yponiedoun  in  lite^  stounde 
Was    dreynt,   and    deed    Parthonope  of 

wounde ; 
And  also  how  Cappaneus  the  proude 
With  thonder-dint  was  slayn,  that  ci-yde 
loude,  1505 

216.  She  gan  eek  telle   him   how  that 
either  brother, 

Ethyocles  and  Polimyte  also, 
At  a  scarmyche,  eche  of  hem  slough  other. 
And  of  Argyves  wepinge  and  hir  wo  ; 
And  how  the  town  was  brent  she  tolde 
eek  tho.  1510 

And  so  descendeth  doim  from  gestes  olde 
To  Diomedo,  and  thus  .«hc  spak  and  tolde. 

217.  '  This  ilke  boor  bitokneth  Diomede, 
Tydeus  sone,  tliat  doun  dpscendod  is 
Fro   Meleagre,   that   made   the    lx)or    to 

blede.  15 15 

And  thy  lady,  wher-so  she  be,  y-wis, 
This  Diomede  hir  herte  bath,  and  .she  his. 
Weep  if  thou  wolt,  or  leef ;    for,  out  of 

doute. 
This  Diomede  is  inne,/and  thou  art  oute.' 


218.  '  Thou   seyst  nat   sooth,'   quod   he, 
'  thou  sorceresse. 

With  althy  false  goost  of  prophesye  !  15^1 
Thou  wenest  been  a  greet  devyneresse  ; 
Now  seestow  not  this  fool  of  fantasye 
Peyneth  hir  on  ladj'es  lor  to  lye  ? 
Awey,'  q\\od   lie,   '  ther  Joves  yevc  thee 

sorwe !  1525 

Thou  shalt  be  fals,   paraunter,  yet  to- 

morwe  ! 

219.  As  wel  thou  mightest  lyen  on  Alceste, 
That  was  of  creatures,  but  men  lye, 
That  ever  weren,  kindest  and  the  beste. 
For  whanne   hir  housbonde  was  in  ju- 

partye  1530 

To  dye  him-self,  but-if  she  wolde  dye. 
She    chees   for   him   to    dj-e   and   go   to 

helle. 
And  starf  auoon,  as  us  the  bokes  telle.' 

220.  Cassandre  goth,  and  he  with  cruel 
herte  1534 

For-yat  his  wo,  for  angre  of  hir  specho  ; 
And  from  liis  bed  al  sodeinly  he  stertc, 
As  though  al  hool  him  hadde  j'-mad  a 
leche.  •  1537 

And  day  by  day  he  gan  enquei-e  and  seche 
A  sooth  of  this,  with  al  his  fulle  cure  ; 
And  thus  lie  drj'eth  forth  his  aventure. 

221.  Fortune,  wliicbe  that  permutacioun 
Of  thinges  liath,  as  it  is  hir  committed 
Through  purveyaunce  and  disposicioun 
Of  heighe  Jove,  as  regnes  slial  ben  flitted 
Fro  folk  in  folk,  or  whan  they  shal  ben 

smitted,  1545 

Gan  pulle  awey  the  fetheres  brighte  of 

Troye 
Fro  day  to  day,  til  they  ben  bare  of  joj-e. 

222.  Among  al  this,  the  fyn  of  the  parodie 
Of  Ector  gan  appi'ochen  wonder  blyve  ; 
The  fate  wolde  his  soulc  sholde  unbodie, 
And  shapen  hadde  a  mene  it  out  todryve  ; 
Ayeins  which  fate   him  helpeth  not  to 

stryve ;  1552 

But  on  a  day  to  fighten  gau  he  wende, 
At   which,   alias .'    lie  caughte  his  lyves 

ende. 
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223.  For  wliich  me  thinketh  evoo'  manor 
\vight  1555 

Tliat  hauntetli  armcs  oiightc  to  biwayle 
The   decth   of    liim   that  was    so    noble 

a  knight ;  iU^JU-^A. 

For  as  he  drongh  a  king  by  th'aventayle, 
Unwar  of  this,  Achilles  throngli  the  maylo 
And  through  the  body  gan  him  for  to 

i^ve ;  1560 

And  thus  this  worthy  knight  was  brought 

of  lyve. 

224.  For  whom,  as  olde  bokes  t^Uen  us, 
Was  maad  swich  wo,  that  tonge  it  may 

not  telle  ; 
And  namely,  the  sorwe  of  Troilus,        1564 
That  next  him  was  of  worthinesse  welle. 
And  in  this  wo  gan  Troilus  to  dwello, 
That,  what  for  sorwe,  and  love,  and  for 

unreste, 
Fulofte  a  day  he  bad  his  lierte  breste. 

225.  But   natheles,  though  he  gau   him 
dispeyre,  1569 

And  draddc  ay  that  his  lady  was  ixntrewe, 
Yet  ay  on  hir  his  licrte  gan.  repeyre. 
And  as  these  loveres  doon,  he  soughte  ay 

newe 
To  gete  ayein  Criseyde,  bright  of  hewe. 
And  in  his  herte  he  wentc  hir  exeusinge. 
That  Calkas  causede  al  hir  taryinge.    1575 

226.  And   ofte   tyme   he   was  in   purjaos 
grete 

Him-selven  lyk  a  pilgrini  to  disgyse, 
To  seen  hir ;  but  he  may  not  contrefete 
To  been   unknowen  of  folk  that  weren 
wyse,  1579 

Xe  fmde  excuse  ariglit  that  may  suffyse. 
If  he  among  the  Grekes  knowen  were  ; 
For  which  he  weep  fnl  ofte  many  a  tere. 

'J'^".  To  hir   he  wroot  yet  ofte  tyme  al 

newe 
Ful  jiitously,  he  lefte  it  nought  for  slouthe, 
Biseching  hir  that,  sin  that  he  was  trcw^e, 
fShe  woldo   come   ayein  and  lnjlde   hir 

trouthe.  15S6 

For  which.    Ci'iseydc    iip-on    a   day,    for 

routhe, 
I  take  it  so,  touchinge  al  this  matere, 
Wrot  him  ayein,  and  sej'de  as  ye  raay 

bera 


228.  '  Cupydes  sone,  ensample  of  goo<lli- 
hede,  1590 

0  swerd  of  knighthod,  sours  of  gentilesse! 
How  mighte  a  wight  in  torment  and  in 

drede 
And  helclees,  j'ow  sonde  as  yet  gladnessc? 

1  hertelees,  I  syke,  I  in  distresse  ;  1594. 
Sin  ye  with  me,  nor  I  with  yow  may  tlele, 
Yow  neither  sende  ich  herte  may  nor  hele. 

229.  Your  lottres  ful,  the  papir  al  y- 
pleynted, 

Conseyved  hath  myn  hertes  pietee  ; 
I  have  eek  seyn  with  teres  al  depeynted 
Your  lettre,  and  how  that  ye  requeren  mo 
To  come  ayein,  which  yet  ne  may  not  be. 
But  why,  lest   that  this  lettre  founden 
were,  ■  1 602 

No  mencioun  ne  make  I  now,  for  fere. 

230.  Grevous  to  me,  god  woot,  is  your 
unreste. 

Your  haste,  and  that,  the  goddes  or- 
denaunce,  1605 

It  semetli  not  ye  take  it  for  the  beste. 

Nor  other  thing  nis  in  your  remem- 
braunce. 

As  thinketh  me,  but  only  your  plesaunce. 

But  both  not  wrooth,  and  that  I  yow 
biseche ;  1609 

For  that  I  tarie,  is  al  for  wikked  speche. 

231.  For  I  have  herd  wel  more  than  I 
wende, 

Touchinge   us  two,   how  thinges  han  j-- 

stonde ; 
Wliich  I  shal  with  dissimulinge  amende. 
And   beth   nought   wrooth,    I   have    eek 

understonde,  1614. 

How  ye  ne  doon  but  holden  me  in  honde. 
But  now  no  fors,  I  can  not  in  yow  gesse 
But  alle  trouthe  and  alle  gentilesse. 

232.  Comen  I  wol,  but  yet  in  swich  dis- 
jojmte 

I  stonde  as  now,  that  what  yeor  or  what 

day 
That  this  shal  be,  that  can  I  not  apoj'nte. 
But  in  effect,  I  prey  yow,  as  I  may,     1621 
Of  your  good  word  and  of  your  frendshij- 

ay. 
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I'or  trewely,  vliyl  that  my  lyf  ma>-  dure, 
As  fvv  a  froend,  ye  jnny  in  mo  assure. 

233.  Yet  preye  I  yow  on  yt'el  j'e  ne  take, 
That  it  is  short  which  that   I   to  yow 

wryte ;  1626 

I  dar  not,  ther  I  am,  wel  lettres  make. 
Ne  never  j'et  ne  coude  I  wel  eud>-te. 
Eek  greet  effect  men  wr\'te  in  place  lyte. 
Th'entente  is  al,  and  nonghf  the  lettres 

space ;  1630 

And  faretli  now  wel,  god  have  yon  in  his 

grace! 

La  vostre  C 

234.  This  Troilus  this  lettre  thoughte  al 
straunge, 

AMian   he   it   sangh,   and   sorwefnlly  he 

sighte ; 
Him    thoughte    it    lyk    a    kalendes    of 

chaunge ; 
But  fynally,  he  ful  ne  trowen  mighte  1635 
That  she  ne  wolde  him  liolden  that  she 

highte  ; 
For  with  ful  j-\el  wil  list  him  to  leve 
That  loveth   wel,  in  swich  cas,   though 

him  greve. 

235.  But  natheles,  men  sej-n  that,  at  the 
laste,  J639 

For  any  thing,  men  shal  the  sothe  see ; 
And  swich  a  cas  hitidde,  and  that  as  faste, 
That  Troilus  wel  understood  that  she 
Nas  not  so  kinde  as  that  hir  oughte  he. 
And  fynally,  he  woot  now,  out  of  doute. 
That  al  is  lost  that  he  hath  been  aboute. 

236.  .Stood  on  a  day  in  his  malencolj-e  1646 
This  Troilus,  and  in  suspecioun 

Of  hir  for  whom  he  wendo  for  to  dye. 
And  so  bifel,  that  tlirough-out  Troj-e  toun. 
As  was  the  gj-sc,  y-bore  was  up  and  doun 
A  maner  cote-armurc,  as  seyth  the  storie, 
Biforn  Deiphebe,  in  signe  of  his  victorie, 

237.  The  whiche  cote,  as  telloth  Lollius. 
Deiphebe  it  hadde  y-rent  from  Diomcdo 

pThe  same  day  ;  and  whan  this  Trc>ilus  1655 
It  sangh,  he  gan  to  taken  of  it  hede, 
Avysing  of  the  lengthe  and  of  the  bredo, 
And  al  the  work ;  but  as  ho  gan  biholde, 
Ful  Bodeinly  his  herte  gan  to  colde. 


238.  As  he  that  on  the  color  fond  with- 
inne  io(kj 

A  broche,  that  he  Criseyde  yaf  that  morvve 
That  she  from  Troye  moste  nodes  twinne, 
In  remembraunce  of  him  and  of  his  sorwe : 
And  she  him  leyde  aj-cin  hir  fejth  to 
borwe  1664 

To  kepe  it  ay ;  but  now,  ful  wel  he  wiste, 
His  lady  nas  no  longer  on  to  triste. 

239.  He  gooth  him  hoom,  and   gan  ful 
sone  sonde 

For  Pandarus  ;  and  al  this  newe  chaunce, 
And  of  this  broche,  he  tolde  him  word 

and  ende,  i6()9 

Complej-ninge  of  Ixir  hertes  variaunce. 
His  longe  love,  his  trouthe,  and  his  pen- 

aunce ; 
And  after  deeth,  with-outen  wordes  more, 
Ful  faste  he  cryde,  his  reste  him  to  restore. 

240.  Than   spak   he  thus,   '  0  lady  myu 
Criseyde, 

Wher  is  your  feji^h,   and  wher  is  your 

biheste?  1675 

Wher  is  your  love,  wher  is  your  trouthe  '^ ' 

he  seyde ; 
'  Of  Diomede  have  ye  now  al  this  feste  ! 
Alias,  I  wolde  have  trowed  at  the  leste. 
That,  sin  ye  nolde  in  trouthe  to  me  stonde. 
That  ye  thus  nolde  han  holden  me  in 
honde  !  '  1680 

241.  Who  shal  now  trowe  on  any  othes 
mo? 

-Mlas,  I  never  wolde  han  wend,  er  this, 
That  ye,  Criseyde,  coude  han  chaunged  so ; 
Ne,  but  I  hadde  a^gUt  and  doon  amis,  1684 
So  cruel  wende  I  not  your  herte,  y-wis, 
To  sloe  me  thus ;    alias,  j-our   name   of 

troutlio 
Is  now  for-doou,  and  that  is  al  my  routhc. 

242.  Was  ther  non  other  broche  yow  liste 
lete 

To  feffowith  your  newe  love,' quod  he,  1689 
'  But  thilke  broche  that  I,  with  teres  wete, 
Yow  yaf,  as  for  a  remembraunce  of  me  ? 
Xon  other  cause,  alias,  ne  hadde  ye 
But  for  despyt,  and  cek  for  that  ye  mento 
Al-outrel^-  to  shewen  your  entente  t 
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243.  Through  which  I  see  that  clene  out 
of  your  niinde  1695 

Ye  hau  me  cast,  and  I  ne  can  nor  may, 
I'or  al  this  world,  with-iu  myn  herte  finde 
T'  unloveu  yow  a  quarter  of  a  day  ! 
In  cursed  tyme  I  bom  was,  weylaway  ! 
That  ye,  tliat  doon  mo  nl  this  wo  endure, 
Yet  love  I  best  of  any  creature.  1701 

244.  Now  god,'  quod  ho,   '  me  seude  yet 
the  grace 

That  I  may  meten  with  this  Diomode  ! 
And  trewolj-,  if  I  have  might  and  sjiace. 
Yet  shal  I  make,  I  hope,  his  sydos  blede. 

0  god,' quod  he, '  that  oughtest  taken  hede 
To  fortheren    trouthe,  and  wronges  to 

punyce,  1707 

Why  niltow  doon  a  vengeaunce  on  this 
vyee? 

245.  0   Pandare,    that  in  dreme%  for  to 
triste 

Me  blamed  hast,  and  wont  art  ofte  up- 

breyde,  1710 

Now  maystow  see  thy-selve,  if  that  thee 

liste, 
How  trewe  is  now  thy  nece,  bright  Cri- 

seyde  ! 
In  sondry  formes,  god  it  woot,'  he  seyde, 
'  The  goddes  shewen  bothe  joye  and  tene 
In  slepe,  and  by  my  dreme  it  is  now  sene. 

2-L6.    And     certaynly,     with-oute    more 
speche,  1716 

From  henncs-forth,  as  ferforth  as  I  may, 
Myn  owene  deetli  in  armes  wol  I  seche  ; 

1  reecho  not  how  sone  be  the  day  ! 

But  trewely,  Criseyde,  swete  may,       1720 
Whom  I  have  ay  with  al  my  might  y- 

served. 
That   ye   thiis    doon,    I   have   it    nought 

deserved.' 

247.  This  Pandarx\s,  that  alio  these  thiuges 

hei-de. 
And  wistc  wel  he  seyde  a  sooth  of  this, 
He  nought  a  word  ayein  to  him  auswerdc  ; 
For  sory  of  his  frendes  sorwe  he  is,  1 7 j6 
And  shamed,  for  his  nece  hath  doon  a-nais ; 
And  stant,  astoned  of  these  causes  tweye, 
As  stillo  as  stoon  ;  a  word  ne  conde  he 

seye. 

M 


248.  But  at  the  laste  thus  he  spak,  antl 
sej-de,  1 730 

'  My  brother  dere,  I  may  thee  do  no-more. 
What    shulde    I    seyn  ?    I   hate,    y-wis, 

Criseyde  ! 
And  god  wot,  I  wol  hate  hir  evermore  I 
And   that  thou  me  bisoughtest  doon  of 

yore,  1734 

Having©  un-to  myn  honour  ne  my  reste 
Eight  no  reward,  I  dide  al  that  thee  leste. 

249.  If  I  dide  ought  that  mighte  Ij-ken 
thee. 

It  is  me  leef ;  and  of  this  treson  now, 
God  woot,  that  it  a  sorwe  is  un-to  me  I 
And  dredelees,  for  hertes  ese  of  yow,  1 740 
Right  fayn  wolde  I  amende  it,  wiste  I  how. 
And  fro  this  world,  almiglity  god  I  jireye, 
Delivcre  hir  sone  ;  I  can  no-more  seye.' 

250.  Grot  was  the  sorwe  and  pleynt  of 
Troilus  ; 

But  forth  hir  cours  fortune  ay  gan  to 
holde.  1 745 

Criseyde  loveth  the  sone  of  Tj'deus, 
And  Troilus  mot  wepe  in  cares  colde. 
Swich  is  this  world  ;    who-so  it  can  bi- 

holde. 
In  eche  estat  is  litel  hertes  reste  ;         1749 
God  leve  us  for  to  take  it  for  the  beste  ! 

251.  In  many  cruel  batayle,  out  of  drede, 
Of  Troilus,  this  ilke  noble  knight. 

As  men  may  in  these  olde  bokes  rede, 
Was  sene  his  knighthod  and  his  grete 

might. 
And  dredelees,  his  ire,  day  and  night.  1755 
Ful  cruelly  the  Grekes  ay  aboughte; 
And  alwey  most  this  Diomede  he  soughtc. 

252.  And    ofte   tj-me,   I   finde  that   they 
mette  1 758 

With  blody  strokes  and  with  wordes  grete, 
Assa j'ingo  how  hir  speres  weren  whotte  ; 
And  god  it  wo<jt,  with  many  a  cruel  hete 
Gau  Troilus  iipon  his  helm  to-bete. 
But  natheles,  fortune  it  nought  ne  wolde, 
Ofothercs hond  that  either  deyensholde. — 

25o.   Ai\d  if  I  hatlde  ,^--taken  for  to  wryte 
The  armes  of  this  ilke  worthy  man,     1766 
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Than  -wolde  I  of  Lis  bafcaiUes  endyte. 
But  for  that  I  to  wryte  first  Ligan 
Of  his  lo^•e,  I  have  seyd  as  that  I  can.  1769 
His  -worthy  dedes,  who-so  list  hem  here, 
Reed  Dares,  he  can  telle  hem  alle  y-fere. 

-254.  Bisechinge  every  lady  bright  of  hewe, 
And  every  gentil  womman,  what  she  be. 
That  al  be  that  Criseyde  was  uutrewe, 
That  for  that  gilt  she  be  not  wrooth  with 
me.  '775 

Ye  may  hir  gilt  in  othere  bokes  see  ; 
And  gladlier  I  wol  wryten,  if  yow  leste, 
Pcnelopees  trout  he  and  good  Alceste. 


259.  And  whan  that  he  was  slayu  in  this 

jnanero, 
His  lighte  goost  ful  blisfully  is  went 
Up  to  the  holownesse  of  the  seventh  s)ktc.  1 
In  convers  letinge  every  element ;       i8u) 
And  tlier  he  sai\gh,  with  ful  avysement, 
The  erratik  sterres,  herkeninge  armonye 
With  sownes  fulle  of  hevenish  melodye. 

•260.  And  doun  from  thennes  faste  he  gan 
avyse  'S14 

This  litel  spot  of  orthe,  that  with  the  see 
En))raced  is,  and  fully  gan  despyse 
This  wrecched  world,  and  held  al  vanitee 
To  respect  of  the  pleyn  felicitee 
That  is  in  hevene  above  ;  and  at  the  laste, 
Ther  he  was  slayn,  his  loking  doun  ho 
caste;  'f^-^o 


S55.  Ne  I  sey  not  this  al-only  for  these 

men, 
But  most  for  wommen  that  bitraysed  he 
Through  false  folk  ;  god  yeve  hem  sorwe,   |  261.  And  in  him-self  he  lough  right  at 

amen!  '7^'    w        the  wo 

That  with  hir  grete  wit  and  subtUtec  |;  of  hem' that  wepten  for  his  dcetli  so  faste  ; 

Bitrayse  yow  !  and  this  commeveth  me  ^  x^^d  dampned  al  our  werk  that  folweth  so 
To  speke,  and  iu  effect  yow  alle  I  preye,  \'The  blindc  lust,  the  which  that  may  not 
Beth  war  of  men,  and  herkeneth  what  J^         laste,  Jf^J+ 


I  seye  !- 


356.  Go,  litel  book,  go  litel  myn  tregedie, 
Ther  god  thy  maker  yet,  er  that  he  dye. 
So  sende  might  to  make  in  som  comedie  ! 
But  litel  book,  no  making  thou  n'envye. 
But  snbgit  be  to  alle  poesye  ;  179" 

And  kis  the  steppes,  wher-as  thou  seest 

pace 
Virgile,  Ovyde,  Omer,  Lucan,  and  Stace. 


•785^5  And  sli olden  al  our  herte  on  hevene  caste. 
And  foi-th  he  wente,  shortly  for  to  telle, 
Ther  as  Mercuric  sorted  him  to  dwelle. — • 


■257.  And  for  ther  is  so  greet  divcrsitee 


262.  Swich  fyn  hath,  lo,  this  Troilus  f-ir 

love, 
Swich  fyn  hath  al  his  grete  worthinesse  ; 
Swich  fyn  hath  his  estat  real  above,    iJ^.^j 
Swich  fyn  his  lust,  s^\dch  fyn  hath  his 

noblesse ; 
Swich  Ijni  liath  false  worldes  brotelnesse. 
And  thus  bigan  his  lovingc  of  Criseyde, 


In  English  and  in  wrjHing  of  our  tonge,   i  As  I  have  told,  and  in  this  wyse  he  deyde. 
So  preye  I  god  that  noon  misvviyte  thee>^,33    q  yonge  fresshe  folkes,  he  or  she,  18,^5 
Ne  thee  misraetre  for  dcfaute  of  tonge.  1 796 
,\jid  red  wher-so  tlioii  be,  or  elles  songc. 
That  thou  be  undeistonde  I  god  beseche  ! 
But  yet  to  purpos  of  my  rather  speche. — 


258.  The  wraththe,  as  I  Ijegan  yow  for  to 

seye,  '  1800  n,^ 

Of  Troilus,  the  Grekes  boughten  derc  ; 
For  thousandes  his  hondes  maden  dc^ye. 
As  he  that  was  with-outen  any  pere,  ^ 

Save  Ector,  in  his  tyme,  as  I  can  here.      V264.    And   loveth   him,    the   which   that 
But  weylaway,  save  onlygoddeswille,  1805  i  right  for  love 

Dispitously  him  .slough  the  fiers  Achille.     '  Upon  a  cros,  our  soules  for  to  beye, 


In  which  that  love  up  groweth  with  your 

^    age, 

Repeyreth  hoom  Irom  worldly  vanitee. 

And  of  your  herte  up-casteth  the  visage 

To  thilke  god  that  after  his  image 

Yow    made,    and    thinketh    al    nis    but 

a  fayre  '■''4'* 

Tliis  world,  that  passeth  sonc  as  flourcs 

fayre. 
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First  starf.  and  rfxis,  anil  sit  in  liovene 

a-bove  ; 
For  ho  nil  i'alsen  no  wiglit,  ilar  I  soye,  1845 
That  wol  his  herto  al  hooUy  ou  him  leye. 
And  sin  he  best  to  love  is,  and  most  meke, 
What  nedeth  feyned  loves  for  to  seke? 

265.  Lo  here,  of  Payens  corscd  oMe  rytes, 
Lo  here,  what  alle  hir  goddes  maj-  availle  ; 
Lo  here,  these  wrecched  worldes  appe- 

tytes ;  1851 

Lo  here,  the  fyn  and  guerdon  for  travaille 
Of    Jovo,    Appollo,    of    Mars,    of    swich 

rascaille  ! 
Lo  here,  the  forme  of  olde  clerkes  speche 
In  poetrye,  if  ye  hir  bokes  sechc. —      1855 

2GG^_0  moral  Oowor.  tliis  book  I  directe 
fo  thee,  and  to  the  philosophical  Strode, 
To  vouchen  sauf,  ther  nede  is,  to  corecte, 


Of  your  benigfnitees  and  zeles  gode. 

And  to  that  sothfast  Crist,  that  starf  on 

rode,  i860 

With  al  mj-n  horte  of  mercy  ever  I  preye  ; 
And  to  the  lord  right  thus  I  speke  and 

seje  : 

267.  lliou  oon,  and  two,  and  three,  eterne 

on-lyve. 
That  regnest  ay  in  three  and  two  an<l 

oon, 
Uncircuniscript,   and   al   mayst   circum- 

scryve,  1865 

I's  from  visible  and  invisible  foon 
Defende  ;  and  to  thy  mercy,  everychoon. 
Si)  make  ns,  Jesus,  for  thy  grace,  digne. 
For   love   of    mayde    and    nioder    thj-ii 

benigne !    Amen. 

Explicit  Liber  Troili  at  Criseydis. 
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God  tnrne  us  every  dreem  to  gode  ! 

For  liit  is  wonder,  hy  the  rode, 

To  iiij'  wit,  what  causeth  swevenes 

Either  on  morwes,  or  on  evenes  ; 

And  why  th'efFect  folweth  of  somnie,        5 

And  of  somme  hit  shal  never  come  ; 

Why  that  is  an  avisioun, 

Axid  f  this  a  revelacionn  ; 

Why  this  a  dreem,  why  that  a  sweven, 

And  nat  to  every  man  liche  even  ;  10 

Why  tliis  a  fantom,  fthese  oracles, 

I  noot ;  but  who-so  of  these  miracles- 

The  causes  knoweth  bet  than  I, 

Devyne  he  ;  for  I  certeinly 

Xe  can  hem  noght,  ne  never  thinke        15 

To  besily  my  wit  to  swinke, 

To  knowe  of  hir  signifiaunee 

Tlie  gendres,  neither  the  distaunce 

Of  tymes  of  hem,  ne  the  causes 

For- why  this  fmore  than  that  cause  is ;  20 

As  if  folkes  complexiouns 

Make  ]iem  dreme  of  reflexiouns  ; 

Or  clles  thus,  as  other  sayn. 

For  to  greet  feblenesse  of  -j  braj'n, 

Hy  abstinence,  or  by  seeknesse,  25 

Prison,  stewo.  or  greet  distresse  ; 

Or  elles  by  disordinaunce 

Of  naturel  acustomaunce, 

That  som  man  is  to  curious 

In  studie,  or  melancolious,  30 

Or  thus,  so  inly  ful  of  drede, 


35 


40 


45 


That  no  man  may  him  bote  bede ; 

Or  elles,  that  devocioun 

Of  somme,  and  contemplacioun 

Canseth  swiche  dremes  ofte  ; 

Or  that  the  cruel  lyf  unsofte 

Which  these  ilke  lovers  Icden 

That  hopen  o%'er  muche  or  dreden, 

That  purely  hir  inipressiouns 

Causeth  hem  avisiouns ; 

Or  if  that  spirits  have  the  might 

To  make  folk  to  drcmc  a-night ; 

Or  if  the  soiile,  of  propre  kinde, 

Be  so  parfit,  as  men  finde, 

Tliat  hit  forwot  that  is  to  come, 

And  that  hit  warneth  alle  and  somme 

Of  overiche  of  hir  aventures 

By  avisiouns,  or  by  figures, 

Biit  that  our  flesh  ne  hath  no  might 

To  undcrstonden  hit  aright,  50 

For  hit  is  warned  to  derkly ; — 

But  why  the  cause  is,  noght  wot  I. 

Wei  worthe,  of  this  tiling,  grete  clerkes, 

That  trete  of  this  and  other  werkes  ; 

For  I  of  noon  opinioun  55 

Nil  as  now  make  mencioun. 

Bat  only  tliat  tlie  holy  rode 

Tume  us  every  dreem  to  gode  ! 

For  never,  sith  that  I  was  bom, 

Ne  no  man  eUes,  me  biforn, 

Mette,  I  trowe  stedfastly. 

So  wonderful  a  dreem  as  I 
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TliP  tcntho  (lay  [iliilc]  of  Dt?orniliiv, 

Tlie  wliich,  as  I  can  n<iw  renieiubre, 

I  wol  yow  tellen  everj-  del.  6-; 


The  Dream. 


The  Jnvocafion. 

Bnt  at  my  ginning,  trosteth  wel, 

T  Avol  make  invocacionn, 

With  special  devocioun, 

Unto  the  god  of  slepe  anoon, 

That  Jwelleth  in  a  cave  of  stoon  70 

Ux5on  a  sti-eeni  that  conith  fro  Lete, 

That  is  a  flood  of  helle  nnswete  ; 

Besydo  a  folk  men  clepc  Cimerie, 

Ther  slepetli  ay  this  gcnl  nnmerie 

With  his  slopy  thousand  sones  75 

Tliat  alwaj-  for  t^i  slepe  hir  -wono  is — 

And  to  this  god,  that  I  of  redo, 

Preye  I,  that  he  wol  me  spede 

My  swevcn  for  to  telle  aright, 

Tf  every  dreem  stonde  in  his  might.        ?o 

And  he,  that  mover  is  of  al 

That  is  and  was,  and  ever  shal. 

So  yive  hcni  joye  that  hit  here 

Of  alle  that  they  dreme  to-yere. 

And  for  to  stonden  alle  in  grace  S5 

Of  hir  loves,  or  in  what  place 

Tliat  hem  wer  levest  for  to  stonde. 

And  shelde  heni  fro  i  povert  and  shonde. 

And  fro  nnhappe  and  ech  disese. 

And  sende  hem  al  that  may  hem  plese,    00 

That  take  hit  wel,  and  scome  h  it  noght, 

N"e  hit  misdemen  in  her  thoght 

Through  n-kalicious  entencioun. 

.\nd  who-.so,  through  presumpcioun. 

Or  hate  or  scome,  or  through  envye,      05 

Dispyt,  or  jape,  or  vilanye, 

Misdeme  hit,  preye  I  Jesus  gixl 

That  (dreme  he  barfoot,  dreme  he  shod\ 

That  every  harm  that  any  man 

Hath  had,  sith  [that]  the  world  began.   i(X> 

Befalle  him  therof,  or  he  sterve. 

And  graunte  ho  mote  hit  fal  desei-ve, 

Lo  !  with  swich  a  conclusionn 

As  had  of  his  avisioun 

Crcsus,  that  was  king  of  Lyde.  105 

That  high  upon  a  gebet  dyde  ! 

Tliis  prayer  shal  he  liave  of  me : 

I  am  no  bet  in  charite  I 

Now  hei'kneth,  as  I  have  you  seyd, 
What  that  I  mette,  or  I  abrevd.  110 


Of  Deoembre  the  tenthe  day, 

Whan  hit  was  night,  to  slepe  I  lay 

Right  ther  as  I  was  wont  to  done, 

And  fil  on  slepe  wonder  gone, 

As  he  that  werj'  was  for-go  115 

On  pilgrimage  myles  two 

To  the  corseynt  Leonard, 

To  make  lythe  of  that  was  hard. 

But  as  I  "t  sleep,  mo  mette  I  was 
Within  a  temple  y-mad  of  glas  ;  i  jo 

In  whiche  ther  were  mo  images 
Of  gold,  stondinge  in  sondrj-  stages. 
And  mo  riche  tabernacles, 
And  with  perree  mo  pinacles, 
And  mo  curious  portreytures,  125 

And  queynte  maner  of  figures 
Of  oldc  werke,  then  I  saw  ever. 
For  certeynly,  I  niste  never 
Wher  that  I  was,  bnt  wel  wiste  T, 
Hit  was  of  Venus  redely,  130 

The  temple  ;  for,  in  portrej-ture, 
I  saw  anoon-right  hir  figure 
Naked  fletinge  in  a  see. 
And  also  on  hir  heed,  pardce, 
Hir  rose-garlond  whyt  and  reed,  135 

And  hir  comb  to  kembe  hir  heed, 
Hir  dowves,  and  dauu  Cupido, 
Hir  blinde  .sone,  and  Vtilcano, 
Tliat  in  his  face  was  ful  broun. 

But  as  I  romcd  up  and  doun,  140 

I  fond  that  on  a  wal  ther  was 
Tlius  wi'iten,  on  a  table  of  bras  : 
•  I  w()l  now  singe,  if  that  I  can. 
The  amies,  and  al-so  the  man, 
That  first  cam,  through  his  destineo,    145 
Fugitif  of  Troye  contree, 
In  Itaile,  with  ful  moche  pyne, 
Unto  the  strondes  of  Lavyne.' 
And  tho  began  the  story  anoon, 
As  I  shal  telle  yow  echoon.  150 

First  saw  I  the  destmccioun 
Of  Troye,  through  the  Greek  Sinoxin, 
[Tliat]  with  his  false  forsweringe. 
And  his  cherc  and  his  lesinge 
Made  the  hors  br<'>ght  int<i  Troye,  155 

Tliorgh  which  Troyens  loste  al  hir  joye. 
And  after  this  was  grave,  alias! 
How  Ilioun  assailed  was 
,-Vnd  wonne,  and  king  Priam  y-slayn, 
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And  Polites  his  sone,  certayn,  i6o 

Disiiitously,  of  dan  Pirnts. 

And  next  that  saw  I  how  Venus, 
■\Vlian  that  she  saw  the  castel  brende, 
lloun  fro  tlie  hevene  gun  descende, 
And  bad  hir  sone  Eneas  flee  ;  165 

And  how  he  fledde,  and  how  that  he 
Escaped  was  from  al  the  pres, 
And  took  his  fader,  Anchises, 
And  bar  him  on  his  bakke  away, 
Cr.vinge,  'Alias,  and  wclaway  !'  170 

The  whiche  Anchises  in  his  honde 
Bar  the  g^oddes  of  the  londe, 
Thilke  that  \inbrende  were. 

And  I  saw  next,  in  alle  this  fere, 
How  Creusa,  daun  Eneas  wyf,  175 

Which  that  he  lovede  as  his  lyf. 
And  hir  yonge  sone  lulo, 
And  eek  Ascanius  also, 
Fleddcn  eek  witli  drery  chere. 
That  hit  was  pitoo  for  to  here ;  i8o 

And  in  a  forest,  as  they  wente, 
At  a  turninge  of  a  wente, 
How  Creusa  was  y-lost,  alias  ! 
That  deed,  [but]  noot  T  how,  she  was  ; 
How  he  hir  soughte,  and  how  hir  gost  185 
Bat!  him  to  flee  the  Grekes  ost. 
And  seyde,  he  moste  unto  Itaile, 
As  was  his  destinee,  sauns  faille  ; 
That  hit  was  pitee  for  to  here, 
Whan  hir  spirit  gan  appcre,  190 

The  wordes  that  she  to  him  seyde. 
And  for  to  kepe  hir  sone  him  preyde. 
Ther  saw  I  graven  eek  how  he, 
His  fader  eek,  and  liis  meynee, 
^Vith  his  shippes  gan  to  sayle  195 

Toward  the  contree  of  Itaile, 
As  streiglit  as  that  thej'  mighte  go. 

Ther  saw  I  thee,  cruel  Juno, 
That  art  daun  Jupiteres  wyf. 
That  hast  .y-hated,  al  thy  lyf,  200 

Al  the  Tro.vanisshe  blood, 
Kenne  and  crye,  as  thou  were  wood. 
On  Eolus,  the  god  of  windes. 
To  blowen  out,  of  alio  kindes. 
So  loude,  that  he  sliulde  drenche  205 

Ix>rd  and  lady,  gronie  and  weuche 
Of  al  the  Troyan  nacioun, 
Withoute  anj'  savacioun. 

Ther  saw  I  swich  temi^este  aryse. 
That  every  hertc  mighte  agryse,  210 


To  see  hit  peynted  on  the  walle. 

Ther  saw  I  graven  eek  withalle, 
Venus,  how  ye,  my  lady  dere, 
Wepinge  Avitli  ful  woful  chere, 
Prayen  Jupiter  an  hye 
To  save  and  kepe  that  navye 
Of  the  Troyan  Eneas, 
Sith  that  he  hir  sone  was. 

Ther  saw  T  Joves  Venus  kisse. 
And  graunted  of  the  tempest  lisse. 
Ther  saw  I  how  the  tempest  stente, 
And  how  with  alle  pyne  he  wente, 
And  prevely  took  arrivage 
In  the  contree  of  Cartage  ; 
And  on  the  moi'wo,  how  that  he 
And  a  knight,  higlit  Achatee, 
Metten  with  Venus  that  day, 
Goinge  in  a  queynt  array. 
As  she  had  ben  an  hunteresse. 
With  wind  blowinge  upon  hir  tresse; 
How  Eneas  gan  hini  to  pleync, 
"Whan  that  ho  knew  hir,  of  his  peyne 
And  how  his  shippes  dreynte  were, 
Or  ellos  lost,  he  niste  where  ; 
How  she  gan  him  c9mforte  tho, 
And  bad  him  to  Cartage  go. 
And  ther  he  shulde  his  folk  finde. 
That  in  tlie  see  were  left  behinde. 

And,  shortly  of  this  thing  to  pace, 
She  made  Eneas  so  in  grace 
Of  Dido,  quene  of  that  contree. 
That,  shortly  for  to  tellen,  she 
Becam  his  love,  and  lect  him  do 
That  that  wedding  longeth  to. 
What  shulde  I  speke  more  quej'ntc. 
Or  peyne  me  my  wordes  peynte. 
To  speke  of  love?  hit  wol  not  be  j 
I  can  not  of  that  facultee. 
And  eek  to  telle  the  manere 
How  they  aqiieynteden  in-fere, 
Hit  were  a  long  proces  to  telle, 
And  over  long  for  yow  to  dwelle. 

Ther  saw  I  grave,  how  Eneas 
Told(»  Dido  every  cas, 
Tliat  him  was  tid  upon  the  see. 

And  after  gra'v-e  was,  liow  she 
Made  of  him,  .shortly,  at  00  word. 
Hir  lyf,  hir  love,  hir  lust,  hir  lord  : 
And  dido  him  al  the  reverence, 
And  leyde  on  him  al  the  dispence. 
That  any  woman  niighte  do, 
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Weninge  hit  had  nl  bo  so, 

As  he  hir  swoor ;  and  her-by  demed 

That  he  was  good,  for  he  swioh  semed 

Alias  !  what  harni  doth  apparence, 

Whan  hit  is  tals  in  existence  ! 

For  he  to  hir  a  traitonr  was ; 

Wherfor  she  slow  hir-self,  alias  ! 

Lo,  how  a  woman  doth  amis. 
To  love  him  that  unknowen  is  ! 
For,  by  Crist,  lo  !  thns  hit  fareth  ; 
'  Hit  is  not  al  gold,  that  glareth.' 
For,  al-so  bronke  I  wel  mj'n  heed, 
Ther  maj'  be  imder  goodlihced 
Kevcred  many  a  shrewcd  ^•yee  ; 
Therfor  be  no  wight  so  nyce, 
To  take  a  love  only  for  chere, 
For  speclie,  or  for  frendlj-  manere ; 
For  tliis  shal  every  woman  finde 
That  som  man,  of  his  pure  kiude, 
Wol  shewen  ovitward  the  faircste. 
Til  he  have  caught  that  what  him  lest 
And  thanne  wol  he  canses  finde. 
And  swore  how  that  she  is  nnkinde, 
Or  fals,  or  prevy,  or  double  was. 
Al  this  seye  I  by  Eneas 
And  Dido,  and  hir  nyce  lest. 
That  lovede  al  to  sone  a  gest ; 
Therfor  I  wol  seye  a  proverbe. 
That  '  he  that  fully  knoweth  th'orbe 
May  satifly  leye  hit  to  his  yS  ' ; 
Wiihoute  dreed,  this  is  no  lye. 

But  let  us  speke  of  Eneas, 
How  he  betrayed  hir,  iillas  ! 
And  lefte  hir  ful  unkindely. 
So  whan  she  saw  al-utterly, 
That  he  wolde  hir  of  troiithe  faile, 
And  wende  fro  hir  to  Itaile, 
She  gan  to  wringe  hir  hondos  two. 

'Alias  I'  quod  she,  '  what  rae  is  wo  ! 
Alias  !  is  every  man  thus  trewe, 
That  every  yero  wolde  have  a  newe, 
If  hit  so  longe  tyme  dure. 
Or  elles  three,  peraventure  ? 
As  thus  :  of  oon  he  wolde  have  fame 
In  niivgnifying  of  his  name  ; 
Another  for  freudshiii,  seith  he  ; 
And  yet  ther  shal  the  tliridde  be, 
That  shal  be  taken  for  delyt, 
Lo,  or  for  singular  profyt.' 

In  swiche  wordes  gan  to  pleyne 
Dido  of  hir  grete  peyne, 
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As  me  mette  redely ; 

Xon  other  auctour  alegge  I. 

'Alias  !'  quod  she,  '  mj'  swete  herte,      315 

Have  pitee  on  my  soi^-es  smerte, 

And  slee  me  not !  go  noght  away  ! 

O  woful  Dido,  wel  away  !' 

Quod  she  to  hir-selve  tho. 

'0  Eneas  !  what  wil  ye  do?  320 

O,  that  yoTir  love,  ne  your  bonde, 

That  ye  han  sworn  with  your  right  honde, 

Xe  my  cruel  deeth,' quod  she, 

'  May  holde  yow  still  heer  with  me  ! 

O,  haveth  of  my  dceth  pitee  !  325 

Y-wis,  my  dere  herte,  ye 

Knowen  fnl  wel  that  never  yit, 

As  fer-forth  as  I  hadde  wit, 

Agilte  [I]  yow  in  thoght  ne  deed. 

O,  have  ye  men  swich  goodlilieed  330 

In  speche,  and  never  a  deel  of  trouthe  ? 

Alias,  that  ever  hadde  routhe 

Any  woman  on  any  man  I 

Now  see  I  wel,  and  telle  can. 

We  wrecched  wimmon  conne  non  art ;  335 

For  certoyn,  for  the  more  part. 

Thus  we  be  served  everichone. 

How  sore  that  ye  men  conne  grone, 

Anoon,  as  we  have  yow  receyved, 

Certeinlj'  wc  ben  deceyved  ;  34c 

For,  though  yoiir  love  laste  a  sesoun, 

Wayte  upon  the  conclusioun. 

And  eek  how  that  ye  determynen, 

And  for  the  more  part  diff3'nen. 

'  O,  welawey  that  I  was  born '.  345 

For  through  yow  is  my  name  lorn, 
And  alle  myn  actes  red  and  songe 
Over  al  this  loud,  on  every  tonge. 
O  wikke  Fame  !  for  ther  iiis 
Nothing  so  swift,  lo,  as  she  is  !  350 

O,  sooth  is,  everj-  thing  is  wi.st, 
Though  hit  be  kevered  with  the  mist. 
Eek,  thogh  I  mighte  duren  ever. 
That  I  have  d<x)n,  rekever  I  never, 
That  I  ne  shal  be  seyd,  alias,  355 

Y-shamed  be  through  Eneas, 
And  that  I  shal  thus  juged  be — 
"  Lo,  right  as  she  hath  doon,  nov.-  she 
Wol  do  cttsones,  hanlily  ; '' 
Thus  seyth  the  peple  prevely.' —  360 

But  that  is  doon,  nis  not  to  done  ; 
■f-Al  hir  complejnit  ne  al  hir  mone, 
Certeyn,  availeth  hir  not  a  stree. 
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And  whan  she  wiste  sothly  he 
AVas  fortli  unto  his  shippes  goon,  365 

She  fin  hir  chambie  wente  auoou, 
And  called  on  hir  suster  Anne, 
And  gan  hir  to  compleyne  thanue  ; 
And  seyde,  that  she  cause  was 
That  she  first  lovede  fEneas,  370 

And  thus  counseilled  hir  therto. 
But  what !  when  this  was  seyd  and  do, 
She  roof  hir-sclve  to  the  herte, 
And  deyde  through  the  wdnnde  smerte. 
But  al  the  nianer  how  she  deyde,  375 

And  al  the  wordes  that  she  seyde, 
■Who-so  to  knowe  hit  hath  i>urpos, 
Keed  "N'irgile  in  Eueidos 
Or  the  Epistle  of  Ovyde, 
■\Miat  that  she  wroot  or  that  she  dyde  =  380 
And  nere  hit  to  long  to  endj'te, 
By  god,  I  wolde  hit  here  -WTyte. 

But,  welaway  !  the  harm,  the  routhe, 
That  hath  hetid  for  swich  unt  routhe, 


As  men  may  ofte  in  bokes  rede, 
And  al  day  seen  hit  yet  in  dede. 
That  for  to  thenlcon  hit,  a  tene  is. 

Lo,  Deniophon,  diUi  of  Athenis, 
How  he  forswor  liim  ful  falsly 
And  trayed  Phillis  wikkedly. 
The  kinges  doghter  was  of  Trace, 
And  falsly  gan  his  terme  pace ; 
And  when  she  wiste  that  he  was  fals 
She  heng  hir-self  light  hy  the  hals. 
For  he  had  do  hir  swich  imtrouthe ; 
Lo  !  was  nf)t  this  a  wo  and  routhe  ? 

Eek  lo  !  how  fals  and  reccheles 
"Was  to  Briseida  Achilles, 
And  Paris  to  f  Oenone  ; 
And  Jason  to  Isiphile  ; 
And  eft  Jason  to  Medea.; 
And  Ercules  to  Dyanira  ; 
For  he  lefte  hir  for  Icile, 
That  made  him  cacche  his  deeili, 

How  fals  eok  was  he,  Theseus  ; 
That,  as  the  story  tellcth  us, 
How  he  betrayed  Atlriane  ; 
The  devel  be  his  soiiles  bane  ! 
For  had  he  laughed,  had  he  loure' 
He  moste  have  be  al  devoured, 
If  Adrianc  ne  had  y-be  ! 
And,  for  she  had  of  him  pitee. 
She  made  him  fro  the  dethe  escai 
And  he  made  hir  a  ful  fals  jape  ; 
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For  after  this,  within  a  whyle  415 

He  lefte  hir  slepinge  in  an  yle, 

Deserte  alone,  right  in  the  see, 

And  stal  away,  and  leet  hir  be  ; 

And  took  hir  suster  Phedra  tho 

With  him,  and  gan  to  shippe  go.  420 

And  yet  he  had  y-sworn  to  here. 

On  al  that  ever  ho  mighte  swere, 

That,  so  she  saved  him  his  lyf. 

He  woldc  have  take  hir  to  his  wyf ; 

For  she  desired  nothing  elles,      '  425 

In  certein,  as  the  book  us  tclles. 

But  to  excusen  Eneas 
Fiillichc  of  al  his  greet  trospas, 
The  book  sej'th,  Mercurie,  sauus  faile, 
Bad  him  go  into  Itaile,  430 

And  le^■e  AufFrvkes  regioun. 
And  Dido  and  hir  faire  toun. 

Tho  saw  I  g^a^•e,  how  to  Itaile 
Daun  Eneas  is  go  to  saile  ; 
And  how  the  tempest  al  began,  435 

And  hov,-  he  loste  his  steresman. 
Which  that  the  stere,  or  he  took  keep, 
Smot  over-bord,  lo  !  as  ho  sleep. 

And  also  saw  I  how  Sibjde 
And  Eneas,  besyde  an  yle,  440 

To  helle  wente,  for  to  see 
His  fader,  Anchises  the  free. 
How  he  thcr  fond  Palinurus, 
And  Dido,  and  eek  Deiphebus  ; 
And  every  tourment  eek  in  helle  445 

Saw  he,  which  is  long  to  telle. 
Which  ^^•ho-so  willeth  for  to  kuowo, 
He  moste  redo  many  a  rowe 
On  Virgile  or  on  Claudian, 
Or  Daunte,  that  hit  telle  can.  450 

Tho  saw  I  grave  al  th'arivaile 
That  Eneas  had  in  Itaile  ; 
And  with  king  Latino  his  tretee. 
And  alio  the  batailles  that  he 
Was  at  him-self,  and  eek  hiskuightes,  455 
Or  he  had  al  y-wonne  his  rightes  ; 
And  how  he  Turnus  refte  his  lyf, 
And  wan  Lavyna  to  his  a^t^  J 
And  al  the  mervelous  signals 
Of  the  goddes  celestials  ;  460 

How,  maugre  Juno,  Eneas, 
For  al  hir  sleighte  and  hir  compas, 
Acheved  al  his  aventuro;  . 
For  Juisiter  took  of  him  ciu'e 
At  the  prayere  of  Venus  465 
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The  wliicho  I  preye  alway  save  us, 
And  us  ay  of  our  sorwes  liglite  ! 

Wliiin  I  liail  scyon  al  thissighte 
In  this  noble  temple  thus, 
'A,  Lord  ! '  though te  I,  'that  madest  us, 
Yet  saw  I  never  swich  noblesse  471 

Of  images,  ne  swich  licliesse. 
As  I  saw  graven  in  this  chirche  : 
But  not  woot  I  who  dido  hem  wirche, 
Ne  wher  I  am,  ne  in  what  eontree.       475 
But  now  wol  I  go  out  and  see, 
Eight  at  the  wiket,  if  I  can 
See  o-wher  stering  any  man. 
That  may  me  telle  wher  I  am.' 

\^1^en  I  out  at  the  dores  cam,  480 

I  faste  aboute  me  beheld. 
Then  saw  I  but  a  large  folil. 
As  fer  as  that  I  miglite  see, 
Withouteu  toun,  or  lious,  or  tree, 
Or  bush,  or  gras,  or  ered  lond  ;  485 

For  al  the  feld  nas  but  of  sond 
As  smal  as  m.an  may  see  yet  lye 


In  the  desert  of  Libj-e  ; 

Ne  I  no  maner  creatixre, 

That  is  y-formed  by  nature,  450 

Ne  saw,  me  [for]  to  rede  or  wisse. 

'  O  Crist,'  thoughte  I,  '  that  art  in  blisse, 

Fro  fantom  and  illusioun 

Me  save  ! '  and  with  devocioun 

Myn  yen  to  the  heven  I  caste.  495 

Tho  was  I  war,  lo  !  at  the  laste, 
That  faste  by  tlie  sonne,  as  hye 
As  kenne  mighte  I  with  myn  yij, 
Me  thoughte  I  saw  an  egle  sore. 
But  that  hit  semed  moche  more  5(Xi 

Then  I  had  any  egle  seyn. 
But  this  as  sooth  as  deeth,  certeyn. 
Hit  was  of  golde,  and  shoon  so  brighte. 
That  never  saw  men  such  a  siglitf, 
But -if  the  heven  hadde  y-wonne  505 

Al  newe  of  golde  another  sonne  ; 
So  shoon  the  egles  fethres  brighte. 
And  somwhat  dounward  gan  hit  liglite. 
Explicit  liber  primus. 
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Incipit  liber  secundus. 
Proem. 

Xi)W  herknetli,  every  maner  man 
That  English  iinderstonde  can,  510 

And  listeth  of  my  dreem  to  lere  ; 
For  now  at  erste  shul  ye  here 
So  fselly  an  avisioun. 
That  Isaye,  ne  Scipioun, 
l^e  king  Nabugodont)sor,  515 

Pharo,  Turnus,  ne  Eleanor, 
Ne  mette  swich  a  dreem  as  this  ! 
Now  faire  blisfuJ,  O  Cipris,  (10) 

So  bo  my  favour  at  this  tyme  ! 
And  ye,  me  to  endyte  and  ryme  520 

Helpeth,  that  on  Pai'naso  dwelle 
Bj'  Elicon  the  clere  welle. 

O  Thought,  that  wroot  al  that  Imette, 
And  in  the  tresorie  hit  shette 
Of  my  brayn  !  now  shal  men  see  525 

If  any  vertu  in  thee  be. 
To  tellen  al  my  dreem  aright ; 
Now  kj-the  thyu  engyn  and  might  !      (20) 

M 


i  The  Bream, 

I 

I       This  egle,  of  which  I  have  yow  told, 

j  That  shoon  with  fethres  as  of  gold,       5«j 
Which  that  so  hye  gan  to  sore, 

I  I  gan  beholde  more  and  more, 
To  see  hir  beai^tee  and  the  wonder  ; 

I   But  never  was  ther  dint  of  thonder, 
Ne  that  thing  that  men  calle  foudre,    535 
That  smoot  somtyme  a  tour  to  poudre, 
And  in  his  swifte  coming  brende, 
That  so  swj'the  gan  descende,  (30) 

As  this  foul,  whan  hit  behelde 
That  I  a-roume  was  in  the  felde  ;  540 

And  with  his  grimme  pawes  strongs, 
Within  his  shai-po  nayles  longe. 
Me,  fleinge,  at  a  swappe  he  hente, 
And  with  his  sours  agnyn  i\p  wente, 
Me  carj-inge  in  his  clawes  Starke  545 

As  lightly  as  I  were  a  lai'ke. 
How  high,  I  can  not  telle  yow. 
For  I  cam  up,  I  niste  how.  (40) 

For  so  astonied  and  a-sweved 
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Was  evci-y  vertu  in  my  lieveil,  550 

AVlirtt  with  ]iis  sours  anil  with  my  dretle, 
That  al  my  foling  gun  to  <lede  ; 
F'-r-wliy  ]iit  was  to  greet  affray. 

Thus  I  loiige  in  his  clawes  hiy, 
Til  at  the  Inste  he  to  me  spak  555 

In  mannes  vois,  and  sej'ile,  '  Awak  ! 
Anil  be  not  i  so  a-gast,  for  shame  ! ' 
And  called  me  tho  hy  my  name.  (50) 

And,  for  I  sholde  the  bet  abreyde — 
Me  mette — '  Awak,'  to  me  he  seyde,      560 
Right  in  the  same  vois  and  stevene 
That  iiseth  oon  I  conde  nevene  ; 
And  witli  that  vois,  sotli  for  to  sayn. 
My  minde  cam  to  me  agayn  ; 
For  hit  was  goodly  seyd  to  me,  565 

So  nas  hit  never  wont  to  be. 

And  lierwithal  I  gan  to  stere, 
And  he  me  in  his  feet  to  bere,  ■{60) 

Til  that  he  felte  that  I  had  hete, 
And  felte  eek  tho  myn  herte  bete.         570 
And  tlio  gan  lie  me  to  disporte, 
And  with  wordcs  to  comforte, 
And  saj-de  twj-es,  '  Sej-nte  Marie  ! 
Then  art  noyons  for  to  carie, 
And  nothing  nedeth  hit,  pardee  !  575 

For  al-so  wis  god  lielpe  me 
As  thoit  non  harm  shalt  have  of  this  ; 
A-nd  this  cas,  that  betitl  thee  is,  (70) 

Is  for  thy  lore  and  for  thy  prow  ; — 
Let  see!  darst  thou  yet  loke  now?        580 
Be  ful  assvired,  boldely, 
I  am  thy  trend.'     And  therwith  I 
Gan  for  to  wondren  in  my  minde. 
*  O  god,'  thoughte  I,  '  that  madest  kindc, 
Shal  I  non  other  weyes  dye  ?  585 

Wher  Joves  wol  me  stellifye. 
Or  what  thing  may  tliis  signifye  ? 
I  neither  am  Enok,  ne  Elye,  (80) 

Ne  Romulus,  ne  Ganymede 
That  was  j'-bore  up,  as  men  rede,  500 

To  hevene  with  dan  Jupitei', 
And  maad  the  goddes  botcler.' 

Lo  !  this  was  tho  my  fantasj'e  ! 
Bvtt  he  that  bar  me  gan  espye 
That  I  so  thoghte,  and  seyde  this : —    ,-95 
'  Thou  demest  of  thy-self  amis  ; 
For  Joves  is  not  ther-aboutc — 
I  dar  wel  putte  thee  out  of  douto —      (90) 
To  make  of  tliee  as  yet  a  sterro. 
But  er  I  here  thee  moche  ferre,  600 


I  wol  thee  telle  what  I  am, 

And  whider  thou  shalt,  and  why  I  cani 

To  fdone  this,  so  that  thou  take 

Good  herte,  and  not  for  fere  quake.' 

'  Gladly,'  quod  I.    '  Now  wel,'  quod  he : — 

'  First  I,  that  in  my  feet  have  thee,      606 

Of  which  thoti  hast  a  feer  and  wonder, 

Am  dwelling  with  the  god  of  thondcr. 

Which  that  men  callcn  Jiapiter,  (i<)i) 

That  dooth  me  flee  ful  ofte  fer  610 

To  do  al  his  comaundement. 

And  for  this  cause  he  hath  me  sent 

To  thee  :  now  -fherkne,  by  thy  trouthe  ! 

Certeyn,  he  hath  of  thee  routhe, 

That  thou  so  longe  trewely  615 

Hast  ser\-ed  so  ententifly 

His  blinde  nevew  Cupido, 

And  fair  Venus  [goddesse]  also,  ("o) 

Withoute  guerdoun  ever  yit. 

And  nevertheles  hast  set  thy  wit —       620 

Although  that  in  thy  hedo  ful  f  lyte  is — 

To  make  bokes,  songes,  dytees, 

In  ryme,  or  files  in  cadence. 

As  thou  best  canst,  in  reverence 

Of  Love,  and  of  his  servants  eke,  625 

That  have  his  servise  soght,  and  seke  ; 

And  peynest  thee  to  preyse  his  art, 

Althogh  thou  haddest  never  part ;      (no) 

Whcrfor,  al-so  god  me  blesse, 

Joves  halt  hit  greet  humblesse  630 

And  vertu  eok,  that  thoit  wolt  make 

A-night  ful  ofte  thyn  hcod  to  ake, 

In  thy  studio  so  thou  wry-test. 

And  evcr-mo  of  love  endj-tost, 

In  honour  of  him  and  preysinges,  635 

And  in  his  folkos  furtheringes, 

And  in  hir  matcre  al  dev-j-sest,     '       (129) 

And  noght  him  nor  his  folk  despysest. 

Although  thou  maj'st  go  in  the  daunce 

Of  hem  that  him  list  not  avaunce.        640 

'  W^herfor,  as  I  seyde,  y-wis, 
.Jupiter  consideretli  this, 
And  ahso,  beau  sir,  other  thinges  ; 
That  is,  that  tliou  hast  no  tydinges 
Of  Loves  folk,  if  they  be  glade,  045 

Ne  of  noght  dies  that  god  made  ; 
And  noglit  only  fro  fer  contree 
That  ther  no  tydiug  comth  to  thee,    (14')) 
But  of  thy  verray  neyghobores, 
Tliat  dwellen  almost  at  thj-  dorcs,         650 
Tljou  herest  neither  that  no  this  ; 
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For  whan  thy  hil^mr  doon  al  is, 
And  hast  y-mnad  thy  rekoning^es, 
In  stede  of  restc  and  newc  tliiiiffcs. 
Thou  gost  hoom  to  thy  lious  anoou  ;     6^-i 
And,  also  domb  as  any  stoon, 
Thou  sittest  at  another  boke, 
Til  fully  daswed  is  tliy  hike,  (i5'>) 

And  livest  thus  as  an  hermj^e. 
Although  thyn  abstinence  is  lj*te.         660 
'  And  therfor  Joves,  through  his  grace, 
Wol  that  I  bore  thee  to  a  place, 
Whicli  that  hight  the  Hol's  of  Famk, 
To  do  thee  som  disport  and  game, 
In  som  rocompensacioun  665 

Of  labour  and  devocioun 
That  thou  hast  had,  lo  !  caiiseles, 
To  Cupido,  the  reccheles  !  (160) 

And  thus  this  god,  thorgh  his  mer\-te, 
Wol  with  som  maner  thing  thee  quj-te, 
go  that  thou  wolt  be  of  good  cherc.       671 
For  truste  wel,  that  thou  shalt  here, 
When  we  be  comen  ther  I  seye. 
Mo  wonder  thinges,  dar  I  leye, 
Of  Loves  folke  mo  tydinges,  675 

Bothe  soth-sawes  and  lesinges  ; 
And  mo  loves  newe  begonne. 
And  longe  j'-served  loves  woune,  (170) 

And  mo  loves  casuelly 
That  been  betid,  no  man  wot  wlij-,       680 
But  as  a  blind  man  stert  an  hare  ; 
And  mi>re  jolj-tco  anil  fare, 
Whyl  that  they  findo  love  of  stele. 
As  thinketh  hem,  and  over-al  wele ; 
Mo  discords,  and  mo  jelousyes,  685 

Mo  murmurs,  and  mo  novelryes, 
And  mo  dissimulaciouns. 
And  feyned  reparaciouus  ;  (180) 

And  mo  berdes  in  two  houres 
Withoute  rasour  or  sisoures  600 

Y-maad,  then  greynes  bo  of  somles  ; 
And  eke  mo  holdingo  in  houdes. 
And  also  mo  renovelaiTuees 
Of  olde  forleten  aquej-ntaunces  ; 
Mo  love-dayes  and  acordes  ^195 

Thou  on  insti-uments  bcu  cordes  : 
And  eke  of  loves  mo  eschaunges 
Than  ever  comes  were  in  graunges  ;  (190) 
Unethe  maistow  trowen  this  ?' —  699 

Quod  he.     '  Xo,  helpe  me  god  so  wis  I ' — 
Quod  I.     'No?  why':"  quod  he.     '  For  hit   : 
Wore  impossible,  to  my  wit, 


Though  that  Fame  liadde  al  the  pyes 

In  al  a  reiilmo,  and  al  the  spyes, 

How  that  yet  she  shuldc  here  al  this,    705 

Or  they  cspye  hit.'     '  O  yis,  yis  I' 

Quod  he  to  me,  '  that  can  I  preve 

By  resoun,  worthy  for  to  leve,  (200) 

So  that  thou  yeve  thyn  advertence 

To  understonde  my  sentence.  710 

'  First  shalt  thou  heren  wher  she  clwell- 
oth, 
And  so  thyn  owno  book  hit  telleth  ; 
Hir  paloys  stant,  as  I  shal  sej'e. 
Eight  even  in  middes  of  the  weye 
Betwixen  lievene,  erthe,  and  seo  :  715 

That,  what--so-ever  in  al  these  three 
Is  spoken,  in  privee  or  aperte, 
The  wpy  therto  is  so  overte,  (210) 

And  stant  eek  in  so  juste  a  place, 
That  every  soun  mot  to  hit  pace,  720 

Or  what  so  comth  fro  any  tonge. 
Be  hit  rouned,  red,  or  songe. 
Or  spoke  in  seurtee  or  ilrede, 
Certein,  hit  moste  thider  nede. 

'  Now  herkne  wel  ;  for-wh\-  I  wille    7^5 
Tellen  thee  a  propre  skile. 
And  "t-worthy  dcmonstraciouii 
In  myn  imagj-nacionn.  {^-c} 

'  Geffrey,  thou  wost  right  wel  this. 
That  every  kindly  thing  that  is,  730 

Hath  a  kindly  stede  ther  he 
May  best  in  hit  eonsers-ed  be  ; 
Unto  which  place  every  thing. 
Through  his  kindly  encljaiing, 
Moveth  for  to  come  to,  715 

^^'han  that  hit  is  awey  therfro  : 
As  thus  ;  lo,  thou  mayst  al  day  see 
That  any  thing  that  hevy  be,  (-.1o) 

As  stoon  or  leed,  or  thing  of  wighte. 
And  bor  hit  never  so  hye  on  highte,      740 
Lat  go  thyn  hand,  hit  falleth  doun. 

'  ]{ight  so  seye  I  by  fvre  or  soun. 
Or  smoke,  or  other  thinges  lighte. 
Alwey  they  seke  ujiwartl  on  highte  ; 
^^'hyl  ech  of  hem  is  at  his  large,  745 

Light  thing  up,  and  dounward  charge. 

'  And  for  this  cause  mayst  thou  see. 
That  every-  river  to  the  see  (240) 

Enclyucd  is  to  go,  by  kiude. 
And  by  these  skilles,  as  I  finde,  750 

Hath  fish  dwellinge  in  tloodo  and  seo, 
And  treSs  eek  in  orthe  be. 
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'I'lnis  every  thing,  by  this  resoun, 

Hath  his  propre  iiiausiouu, 

To  which  hit  sekcth  to  repaire,  755 

As  ther  hit  shulde  not  apaire. 

Lo.  this  sentence  is  knowon  couthe 

Of  every  philosophres  mouthe,  (250) 

As  Aj'istotle  and  dan  Platon, 

And  other  clerkes  many  oon  ;  760 

And  to  confirme  my  resoun, 

Thou  wost  wel  this,  that  spoclie  is  soun, 

Or  elles  no  man  mighte  hit  here  ; 

Xow  |herkue  what  I  wol  thee  lere. 

'  Soun  is  uoght  but  air  y-broken,        765 
And  every  speche  tliat  is  spoken, 
Loud  or  privee,  foul  or  fair, 
In  his  substaunce  is  but  air  ;  (260) 

For  as  flaumbe  is  but  lighted  smoke, 
Eight  so  soun  is  air  y-broke.  770 

But  this  may  he  in  many  ^vyse, 
Of  wliich  I  wil  thee  two  devyse, 
As  soun  that  comth  of  pype  or  harpe. 
For  whan  a  pype  is  blowen  sharpe, 
The  air  is  twist  with  violence,  775 

And  rent ;  lo,  this  is  my  sentence  ; 
Eek,  whan  men  harpe-stringes  smyte, 
AVliether  hit  be  moehe  or  lyte,  (270} 

Lo,  with  the  strook  the  air  to-breketh. ;  779 
Eight  so  hit  breketh  whan  men  speketli. 
Thus  wost  thou  wel  what  tiling  is  sx^eche. 

'  Now  hennesforth  I  wol  thee  teche, 
How  everj'  speche,  or  noise,  or  soun. 
Through  his  multiplicacioun, 
Thogh  hit  were  pj'ped  of  a  mouse,  785 

Moot  uedc  come  to  Fames  House. 
I  preve  hit  thus — tak  hede  now — 
Bj'  experience  ;  for  if  that  thou  (280) 

Throwe  on  water  now  a  stoon, 
"Wel  wost  thou,  hit  wol  make  auoon     790 
A  litel  roundel  as  a  cerele, 
Paraventure  brood  as  a  covercle  ; 
.Ajid  riglit  anoon  thou  shalt  see  weel, 
That  wheel  wol  cause  another  wheel, 
And    that    tlie    thridde,    and    so    tbrth, 
Ijrother,  795 

Every  cerele  causing  other, 
Wyder  than  himselve  was  ; 
Aiid  tlius,  fro  roundel  to  compas,        (290J 
Ecli  aboute  otlier  goinge, 
Caused  of  otheres  steringe,  800 

Anil  niultiplying  ever-mo. 
Til  that  hit  be  so  fer  y-go 


That  hit  at  bothe  brinkcs  l)e. 

Al-thogh  thou  mowe  hit  not  y-see 

Above,  hit  gotli  yet  alway  under,  805 

Although  thou  thenke  hit  a  gret  wonder. 

And  who-so  seith  of  troutlie  I  varie. 

Bid  him  proven  tlie  contrarie.  '300) 

And  right  thus  every  word,  y-wis, 

That  loude  or  privee  spoken  is,  810 

Moveth  jSrst  an  air  aboute. 

And  of  this  moving,  out  of  doute, 

Anotlier  air  anoun  is  meved, 

As  I  have  of  the  water  preved, 

That  every  cerele  causetli  other.  815 

Eight  so  of  air,  my  leve  brother  ; 

Evericli  air  in  other  stereth  (^309) 

More  and  more,  and  speche  up  bereth, 

Or  vols,  or  noise,  or  word,  or  soun, 

Ay  througli  multii^licacioun,  820 

Til  hit  be  atte  House  of  Fiime  ; — 

Tak  Lit  in  ernest  or  in  game. 

'  Now  have  I  told,  if  thou  have  minde. 
How  speche  or  soun,  of  pure  Idnde, 
Enclyned  is  upward  to  mevo  ;  825 

This,  mayst  thou  fele,  wel  I  preve. 
And  that  f  the  mansioun,  y-wis. 
That  every  thing  enclyned  to  is,  •'320) 

Hath  his  kindeliche  stedc  : 
-)-Than  slieweth  hit,  withouten  drede,  830 
That  kindely  the  mansioun 
Of  every  speclic,  of  every  soun, 
Be  hit  either  foul  or  fair. 
Hath  his  kinde  place  in  air. 
And  sin  that  every  thing,  that  is  8^5 

Out  of  his  kinde  place,  y-wis, 
Moveth  thider  for  to  go 
If  hit  a-weye  be  therl'ro,  <^33o) 

As  I  before  have  preved  thee. 
Hit  sewetli,  every  soim,  pardee,  840 

Moveth  kindely  to  pace 
Al  up  into  his  kindely  place. 
And  this  place  of  which  I  telle, 
Ther  as  Fame  list  to  dwelle. 
Is  set  amiddes  of  these  three,  S45 

Heven,  erthe,  and  eek  the  see, 
As  most  conservatif  the  soun. 
Than  is  this  the  conclusioun,  '340) 

That  every  speche  of  every  man 
As  I  thee  telle  first  began,  850 

Moveth  up  on  high  to  x>ice 
Kindely  to  Fames  place. 

>  Telle  me  this  feithfully. 
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Have  I  not  proved  tlms  simiil.\-, 

Withouten  any  subtiltee 

Of  speclie,  or  gret  ijmlixitee 

Of  termes  of  pbilosophye, 

Of  figures  of  poetrye, 

Or  colours  of  rethoryke? 

Pardee,  hit  oghte  tlice  to  lyke  ; 

For  hard  langage  .and  hard  matere 

Is  encombrous  for  to  here 

At  ones  ;  wost  thou  not  wel  this  ? ' 

And  1  answerde,  and  seyde,  "  Yis.' 

'  A  ha  ! '  quod  he,  '  lo,  so  I  can 
Lewedly  to  a  lewed  man 
Spekc,  and  shewe  liim  swiche  skiles, 
That  he  may  shake  hem  by  the  biles, 
So  palpable  they  shulden  be. 
But  tel  me  this,  now  pray  I  thee, 
How  thinkth  tliee  my  conclnsioun  ?' 
[Quod  he].     '  A  good  persuasioiui,' 
Quod  I,  '  hit  is ;  and  lyk  to  be 
Eight  so  as  thou  hast  preved  me.' 
'  By  god,'  quod  he,  '  and  as  I  leve, 
Tliou  shalt  have  yit,  or  hit  be  eve, 
Of  every  word  of  this  sentence 
A  preve,  by  experience  ; 
And  with  thyn  eres  heren  wel 
Top  and  tail,  and  everydel. 
That  every  word  that  spoken  is 
Comth  into  Fames  Hous,  y-wis, 
As  I  have  seyd  ;  what  wilt  thou  mor 
And  with  this  word  iTpper  to  sore 
He  gan,  and  seyde,  '  By  Seyiit  Jame 
Now  wil  we  speken  al  of  game' — 

'  How  farest  thou  ? '  quod  he  to  me. 
'  Wel,'  quod  I.     '  Now  see,'  quod  he, 
'  By  thy  trouthe,  yond  adoun, 
Wlier  that  thou  kuowest  any  toun, 
.  Or  hous,  or  any  other  thing. 
And  whan  thou  hast  of  ought  knowi 
Loke  that  thou  warne  me. 
And  I  anoon  slial  telle  thee 
How  fer  that  thou  art  now  therfro.' 

And  I  adoun  tgan  loken  tho. 
And  beheld  fcldes  and  plaines, 
And  now  liilles,  and  now  mountaine 
Now  valeys,  and  now  forestes. 
And  now,  unethes,  grete  bestes  ; 
Now  riveres,  now  citees, 
Now  tounes,  and  now  grete  trees, 
Now  sliippes  sailinge  in  the  see. 

But  thus  sone  in  a  whyle  he 


Was  tluwen  fro  the  grounde  so  hyii,      905 
855      That  al  the  world,  as  to  myn  ye, 
No  more  semed  than  a  jirikke  ; 
Or  elles  was  the  air  so  tliikke  (4<">o) 

("350)      Tliat  I  ne  mighte  not  disceme. 

,  With  that  he  spak  to  me  as  yeme,       910 
860  ;  And  seyde  :  '  Seestow  any  toun 

.  Or  ought  thou  knowest  yonder  doun  ?' 
I  seyde,  '  Nay.'     '  No  wonder  nis,' 
Quod  he,  '  for  half  so  high  as  this 
]  Nas  Alexander  Macedo  ;  915. 

865  j  Ne  the  king,  dan  Seipio, 

That  saw  in  dreme,  at  point  devys, 
I   Helle  and  erthe,  and  paradys  ;  (4'o) 

(360)  I  Ne  eek  the  wrecche  Dedalns, 

Ne  his  child,  nycc  Icarus,  920 

8;o  I  That  fleigh  so  highe  tliat  the  hete 
His  winges  malt,  and  he  fel  wete 
!  In-mid  the  see,  and  ther  he  dreynte, 
I  For  whom  was  maked  moch  compleynte. 
'  Now  turn  upward,'  quod  he,  '  thy  face, 
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And  behold  this  large  phice,  920 

This  air  ;  but  loke  thou  ne  be 

Adrad  of  hem  that  thou  shalt  see  ;     ("420) 

For  in  this  regioun,  certein, 

Dwelleth  many  a  citezein,  930 

Of  which  that  speketh  dan  Plato. 

These  ben  the  eyrish  bestes,  lo  ! ' 

And  so  saw  I  al  that  meynee 

Bothe  goon  and  also  flee. 

'  Now,'  quod  ho  tho,  '  cast  up  thyn  ye;  935 

See  yonder,  lo,  the  Galaxj'e, 

Which  men  clepeth  the  Milky  Wey, 

For  hit  is  whyt  :  and  somme,  parley,  (430) 

Callen  hit  Watlinge  Strete  : 

That  ones  was  y-brent  with  hete,  940 

\\^ian  the  sonnes  sone,  the  rede. 

That  highte  Plieton,  wolde  lede 

Algate  his  fader  cart,  and  gye. 

The  cart-hors  gonne  wel  espye 

That  he  ne  coude  no  governaunce,        943 

And  gonne  for  to  lepe  and  launce. 

And  beren  him  now  up,  now  doun, 

Til  that  he  saw  the  Scorinoitn,  (440) 

Which  that  in  heven  a  signe  is  j-it. 

And  ho,  for  ferde,  loste  his  wit,  950 

Of  that,  and  leet  the  rej'ues  goon 

Of  his  hors  ;  and  they  anoon 

Gonne  up  to  mounte,  and  dottn  descende 

Til, bothe  the  eyr  and  erthe  brende  ; 

Til  Jupiter,  lo,  atte  laste,  955 
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Him  slow,  and  Iro  tnc  carte  caste. 

Lo,  is  it  not  a  greet  mischaunce, 

To  lete  a  fole  han  go%'ernaunce  (45") 

Of  thing  that  he  can  not  demeine  ?  ' 

And  witli  this  word,  soth  for  to  seyne, 
He  gun  alway  upper  to  sore,  961 

And  gladded  mo  ay  more  and  more, 
So  feitlifully  to  me  spak  he. 

Tho  gan  I  loken  nnder  me, 
And  beheld  the  eyrish  hestes,  965 

Cloudes,  mistes,  and  tempcstes, 
Snowes,  hailes,  reines,  windes, 
And  th'engendring  in  hir  kindes,       (460) 
And  al  the  wey  through  whiche  I  cam  ; 
'  O  god,'  qiiod  I,  '  that  made  Adam,       970 
Moche  is  thy  might  and  thy  noblesse  ! ' 

And  tho  thonghte  I  upon  Boece, 
That  writ,  '  a  thought  may  flee'so  hye, 
"With  fetheres  of  Philosophye, 
To  passen  everich  element ;  975 

And  whan  he  hath  so  fer  y-went, 
Than  may  bo  seen,  behind  his  bale, 
Cloud,  and  al  that  I  of  spak.'  (470) 

Tho  gan  I  wexen  in  a  were. 
And  seyde,  '  I  woot  wel  I  am  hete  ;       980 
Bvit  wher  in  body  or  in  gost 
I  noot,  y-wis  ;  but  god,  thou  wost ! ' 
For  more  cleer  entendement 
Nadde  he  me  never  yit  y-sent. 
And  than  thoughte  I  on  Marcian,         985 
And  eek  on  Anteclaudian, 
That  sooth  was  hir  descrii^ciouu 
Of  al  tho  lievenes  regioun,  (480) 

As  fer  as  that  I  saw  the  j^reve  ; 
Therfor  I  can  hem  now  beleve.  990 

With  that  this  egle  gan  to  crye  : 
'  Lat  be,'  quod  he,  '  thy  fantasye  ; 
Wilt  thou  lere  of  sterres  aught  ?  ' 
'  Nay,  certcinly,'  quod  I,  'right  naught  ; 
And  why  ?  for  I  am  now  to  old.'  995 

'  EUes  I  wolde  thee  have  told,' 
Quod  he,  '  the  sterres  names,  lo. 
And  al  the  hevenes  signes  to,  (490) 

And  which  they  been.'    '  No  fors,'  quod  I. 
'  Yis,  Pardee,'  quod  he ;  '  wostow why?  1000 
For  whan  thou  redest  poetrye, 
How  goddes  gonno  stellifye 
Brid,  fish,  beste,  or  him  or  here. 
As  the  Raven,  or  cither  Bere, 
Or  Ariones  harpe  fyn,  1005 

Castor,  Pollux,  or  Dclphj-n, 


Or  fAtlantcs  doughtrcs  sevcne. 

How  alle  these  am  set  in  hevene ;       (500) 

For  though  thou  have  hem  ofte  on  honde. 

Yet  nostow  not  wher  that  they  stoude.' 

'  Xo  fors,'  quod  I,  '  hit  is  no  node  :       ion 

I  leve  as  wcl,  so  god  me  spede, 

Hem  that  wryte  of  this  matere, 

As  thoiigh  I  knew  hir  places  here  ; 

And  eek  they  shjnen  here  so  brighte, 

Hit  sliulde  shenden  al  my  sighte,         iot6 

To  loke  on  hem.'    '  That  may  wel  be,' 

Quod  he.    And  so  forth  bar  he  me      (5^0) 

A  whyl,  and  than  he  gan  to  crye. 

That  never  herde  I  thing  so  hye,  1020 

'  No'w  xip  the  heed  ;  for  al  is  wel  ; 

Seynt  Julyan,  lo,  bon  hostel ! 

See  here  the  House  of  Fame,  lo  ! 

Maistow  not  heren  that  I  do  ? ' 

'  What  ? '  quod  I.     '  The  grete  soun,'    1025 

Quod  he,  '  that  runibleth  up  and  doun 

In  Fames  Hous,  ful  of  tydinges, 

Bothe  of  fair  speche  and  chydinges,    (520) 

And  of  fals  and  soth  connjouned. 

Herkne  wel ;  hit  is  not  rouncd.  1030 

Herestow  not  the  grete  swogh?' 

'  Yis,  pardee,'  quod  I,  '  wel  y-nogh.' 

'  And  what  soun  is  it  lyk  ? '  quod  he. 

'  Peter  !  lyk  beting  of  the  see,' 

Quod  I,  '  again  the  roches  holowe,        1035 

Whan  tempest  doth  the  shippes  swalowe; 

And  lat  a  man  stonde,  out  of  doute, 

A  myle  thens,  and  here  hit  route ;       (530) 

Or  elles  lyk  the  last  humblinge 

After  the  clappe  of  a  thundringe,         1040 

"S^^len  Joves  hath  the  air  y-bete  ; 

But  hit  doth  me  for  fere  swete.' 

'  Nay,  dred  thee  not  therof,'  quod  ho, 

'  Hit  is  nothing  wil  bj'ten  thee  ; 

Thou  shalt  non  harm  have,  trewely.'  1045 

And  with  this  word  bothe  he  and  I 
As  nigh  the  place  arryved  were 
As  men  may  casten  with  a  spero.        (540) 
I  niste  how,  but  in  a  strete 
He  sette  me  faire  on  my  fete,  1050 

And  seyde,  '  Walke  forth  a  pas, 
And  tak  thyn  aventure  or  cas, 
That  thou  shalt  finde  in  Fames  place.' 

'  Now,'  quod  I,  '  whyl  we  han  space 
To  speke,  or  that  I  go  fro  thee,  1055 

For  the  love  of  god,  tel  me, 
In  sooth  that  wil  I  of  thee  lere, 
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If  this  noise  that  I  hero  (55o) 

Be,  as  I  have  herd  thee  tellen, 

Of  folk  that  doun  in  crthe  dwellcn,     1060 

And  conith  here  in  the  same  wyse 

As  I  thee  herde  or  this  devyse  ; 

And  that  ther  lyves  body  nis 

In  al  that  lions  that  yonder  is, 

Tliat  makoth  al  this  loude  fare?'         1065 

'  No.'  quod  he,  '  by  Seynte  Clare, 

And  also  wis  god  rede  me  ! 

But  o  thinge  I  wil  wame  thee  (5<5o) 

Of  the  which  thou  wolt  have  wonder. 

Lo,  to  the  House  of  Fame  yonder         lo-o 

Thou  wost  how  cometh  every  speche, 

Hit  nedeth  uoght  thee  eft  to  teche. 

But  understoud  now  right  wel  this ; 

\^^lau  any  speche  y-comen  is 


Up  to  the  paleys.  anon-right  1075 

Hit  wexoth  lyk  the  same  wight 
Which  that  the  word  in  ertlif  spak, 
Bo  hit  clothed  reed  or  blak  ;  {57") 

And  hath  so  verray  his  lyknesse 
That  spak  the  word,  that  tliou  wilt  gesso 
That  hit  the  same  body  l)e,  loSi 

Man  or  woman,  ho  or  she. 
And  is  not  this  a  wonder  thing  ?  ' 
'  Yis,'  qitod  I  tho,  '  by  hevenc  king  ! ' 
And  with  this  worde,  '  Farwel,'  quoil  he. 
'  And  here  I  wol  abyden  thee  ;  ioXr> 

And  god  of  heveno  sonde  thee  grace, 
Som  good  to  lernen  in  this  place.'       {~^>l 
And  I  of  him  took  leve  anoon, 
And  gan  forth  to  tlie  paleys  goon.        1090 
Explicit  liber  secundus. 
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Incipit  liber  tercius. 

Invocation. 

O  god  of  science  and  of  light, 

Apollo,  through  thy  grete  might, 

Thi.s  litel  laste  book  thou  gj'o  ! 

Nat  that  I  wilne,  for  maistryc, 

Hero  art  j>oetical  be  shewed  ;  1095 

But,  for  the  rym  is  light  and  lowed, 

Yit  make  hit  sumwhat  agreable, 

Though  som  vers  faile  in  a  sillable  ; 

And  that  I  do  no  dihgence 

To  sliewe  craft,  but  o  sentence.     (10)  1100 

And  if,  di\-yne  vertu,  thou 

Wilt  helpe  me  to  shewe  now 

That  in  myn  hede  y-marked  is — 

Lo,  that  is  for  to  menen  this. 

The  Hous  of  Fame  to  descryve —  1 105 

Thou  shalt  see  me  go,  as  blyA'e, 

Unto  the  nexte  laure  I  see. 

And  kisse  hit,  for  hit  is  thy  tree  ; 

Now  entreth  in  niv  breste  anoon  ! — 


The  Dream. 

\Mian  I  was  fro  this  ogle  goon. 
I  gan  beholde  upon  this  place. 


(20) 


And  certein,  or  I  ferther  pace, 

I  wol  yow  al  the  shap  de%'yse 

Of  hous  and  f  site  ;  and  al  tho  wj-se 

How  I  gan  to  this  place  aproche  1 1 15 

That  stood  upon  so  high  a  rocho, 

Hyer  stant  ther  noon  in  Spaine. 

But  up  I  cloinb  with  alio  paine. 

And  though  to  climbe  hit  greved  me, 

Yit  I  ententif  was  to  see,  (30)  1 1  ju 

And  for  to  jjouren  wonder  lowe, 

If  I  coude  any  weyes  kuowe 

What  manor  stoon  tliis  roche  was  ; 

For  hit  was  lyk  a  thing  of  glas, 

But  that  h^  shoon  ful  more  clere  ;       1 1 25 

But  of  what  congeled  matere 

Hit  was,  I  niste  redely. 

But  at  the  laste  espj'od  I, 
And  found  that  hit  was,  every  doel, 
A  roche  of  yse,  and  not  of  steel.    (40  1 130 
Thoughte  I,  '  By  Seynt  Thomas  of  Kent  ; 
This  wore  a  feble  foundomont 
To  bilden  on  a  place  hye  : 
He  oughte  him  litel  glorifye 
That  her-on  bilt,  god  so  me  save  I '        1 135 

Tho  saw  I  al  the  half  y-grave 
With  famous  folkes  names  felc. 
That  had  y-been  in  mochel  wele, 
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And  hir  lames  wyde  y-blowe. 

But  wel  Tinethes  coude  I  kiiowe    (50)  1140 

Any  lettres  for  to  rede 

Hir  names  by  ;  for,  out  of  drede, 

They  were  almost  of-thowed  so, 

That  of  the  lettres  oon  or  two 

Was  molte  away  of  every  name,  1145 

So  nnfanious  was  wexe  hir  fame  ; 

But  men  seyn,  '  What  may  ever  laste?  ' 

Tho  gan  I  in  myn  licrte  caste. 
That  they  were  molte  awey  with  hete. 
And  not  awey  with  stormes  bete.  (60)  1150 
For  on  that  other  syde  I  scy 
Of  this  liille,  that  northward  lay. 
How  hit  was  writen  ful  of  names 
Of  folk  that  hadden  grete  fames 
Of  olde  tyme,  and  yit  they  were  1155 

As   fresshe    as    men    had    writen    hem 

tliere 
The  selve  day  right,  or  that  houre 
That  I  upon  hem  gan  to  iDoure. 
Btit  wel  I  wiste  what  hit  made  ; 
Hit  was  conserved  with  the  shade —     (70) 
Al  this  wrytinge  that  I  sy —  1161 

Of  a  castel,  that  stood  on  hy, 
And  stood  eek  on  so  cold  a  place, 
That  hete  mighte  hit  not  deface. 

Tho  gan  I  up  the  hille  to  goon,  1165 

And  fond  upon  the  copi^e  a  woon, 
Tliat  alle  the  men  that  ben  on  lyve 
Ne  ban  the  cunning  to  desoryve 
The  beautee  of  that  like  place, 
Ne  coude  casteii  no  compace  (80)  11 70 

Swicli  another  for  to  make, 
That  mighte  of  beautee  be  his  make, 
Ne  [be]  so  wonderliche  y-wrought ; 
That  hit  astonietli  yit  my  thought, 
And  m.aketh  al  my  wit  to  swinke         1175 
On  this  castel  to  betliinke. 
So  that  the  grete  fcraft,  beautee. 
The  cast,  the  curiositee 
Ne  can  I  not  to  yow  devyse, 
My  wit  ne  may  mo  n<jt  suffyse.      C90)  1180 

But  natheles  al  the  substance 
I  have  yit  in  my  remembrance  ; 
For-why  me  thoughte,  by  Seynt  Gyle  ! 
Al  was  of  stone  of  beryle, 
Bothe  castel  and  the  toui-,  1185 

And  eek  the  halle,  and  every  hour, 
Withouten  peces  or  joininges. 
But  many  subtil  compassinges, 


■j-Babewinnes  and  pinacles, 

Imageries  and  tabernacles,  (100)  1190 

I  saw  ;  and  ful  eek  of  windowes, 

As  flakes  fallc  in  grete  snowes. 

And  cok  in  ecli  of  tlie  pinacles 

Weren  sondry  habitacles, 

In  whiche  stoden,  al  withoute —  1195 

Ful  the  castel,  al  abovitc — 

Of  alle  manor  of  minstralcs. 

And  gestiours,  that  tellen  tales 

Bothe  of  wepiug  and  of  game. 

Of  al  that  longeth  unto  Fame,      (no)  i.:oo 

Ther  lierde  I  pleyen  on  an  harpe 
That  souned  bothe  wel  and  sharpe, 
Orpheus  ful  craftely. 
And  on  his  syde,  faste  by. 
Sat  the  harper  Orion,  1205 

And  Eaeides  Chinm, 
And  other  harpers  many  oon. 
And  the  Bret  Glascurion  ; 
And  smale  harpers  with  her  glees 
■[Seten  under  hem  in  sees,  (120)  12 10 

And  gonnc  on  hem  upward  to  gape, 
And  covmtrefete  hem  as  an  ape. 
Or  as  craft  countrefeteth  kiude. 

Tho  saugh  I  stonden  hem  behinde, 
A-fer  fro  hem,  al  by  hemselve,  i-'5 

Many  thousand  tymes  twelve. 
That  maden  loude  menstralcyes 
In  cornemu^se,  and  shalmyes, 
And  many  other  manor  pyi^e, 
That  craftely  begunno  pypo  (130)  1220 

Bothe  in  doucet  and  in  rede. 
That  ben  at  festcs  with  the  brede  ; 
And  many  floute  and  lilting-horne. 
And  pypes  made  of  grcne  come, 
As  ban  thise  litol  herde-gromes,  1225 

That  kepen  bestes  in  the  bromes. 

Ther  saugh  I  than  Atiteris, 
And  of  Athenes  dan  Pseustis, 
And  Marcia  that  lost  her  skin, 
Bothe  in  face,  body,  and  chin,     (140)  1230 
For  that  she  wolde  envyen,  lo  ! 
To  pypen  bet  then  Apollo. 
Ther  saugh  I  famous,  oldc  and  yonge, 
Pypcrs  of  the  Duche  tonge. 
To  lerne  love-daunces,  springes,  1235 

Reyes,  and  these  straunge  thinges. 

Tho  saugh  I  in  another  place 
Stonden  in  a  large  space. 
Of  hem  that  maken  blody  soon 
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In  tnimpe,  heme,  and  clarionn  ;  (150)1240 
For  in  figlit  and  Ijlood-sUcdingo 
Is  useil  gladly  clarioninge. 

Ther  herdo  Ili'unixjen  Messenns, 
Of  whom  that  speketh  Virgilius. 
Thor  herde  I  Joab  trumpe  also,  1245 

Thcodomas,  and  other  nio  ; 
And  alio  that  used  clarion 
In  Cataloigne  and  Aragon, 
That  in  hir  tyme  famous  were 
To  lerne,  saugh  I  trumpe  there.  (160)  1250 

Ther  saugh  I  sitto  iu  other  seiis, 
Pleyinge  upon  sondry  glees, 
Wliiche  that  I  cannot  nevene, 
Mo  then  sterres  been  in  hevene, 
Of  whiche  I  nil  as  now  not  lyme,         1255 
For  ese  of  yow,  and  losse  of  tyine  : 
For  tyme  y-lost,  this  knowen  ye, 
By  no  way  may  recovered  be. 

Ther  saugh  I  f  pleyen  jogelours, 
Magiciens  and  tregetours,  ('70)  1260 

And  phitonesses,  charmeresses, 
Olde  wicches,  sorceresses, 
That  use  exorsisaciouns 
And  eek  thise  fumigaciouii?; 
And  clerkes  eek,  which  conne  wel       1265 
Al  this  magyke  naturel, 
That  craftely  don  hir  ententes. 
To  make,  in  ccrteyn  ascendontes, 
Images,  lo,  through  which  niagj'k 
To  make  a  man  b'enhool  or  syk.  (180)  1270 
Ther  saugh  I  fthee,  queen  Medea, 
And  Cixces  eke,  and  Calipsa  ; 
Tlier  saugh  I  Hermes  Ballenus, 
Lymoto,  and  eek  Simon  Magus.  1274 

Ther  saxagh  I,  and  knew  hem  hy  name, 
That  by  such  art  don  men  han  fame. 
Ther  saugh  I  Colle  tregetour 
Upon  a  table  of  sif  amour 
PI  eye  an  iinsoutlxe  thing  to  telle  ; 
I  saugh  him  carien  a  wind-melle  (190)  1280 
Under  a  walsh-note  shale. 

What  shuld  I  make  lenger  tale 
Of  al  the  peple  that  I  say. 
Fro  liennes  in-to  domesday  ? 

Whan  I  had  al  this  folk  beholde,     1285 
And  fond  me  lous,  and  noght  y-holde, 
And  eft  y-mused  longe  whyle 
Upon  these  walles  of  bei^yle. 
That  shoon  ful  lighter  than  a  glas, 
And  made  wel  more  than  hit  was       (200) 
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To  semen,  every  thing,  y-wla, 
As  kinde-thing  of  fames  is  ; 
I  gan  forth  romen  til  I  iund 
The  castol-yate  on  my  right  hond. 
Which  that  so  wel  corven  was 
That  never  swich  another  nas  ; 
And  yit  hit  was  by  aventure 
Y-wrought,  as  <)ften  as  by  cure. 

Hit  nedeth  noght  yow  for  to  tellen. 
To  make  yow  to  longe  dwellen,   (210)  1300 
Of  this  yates  florisshinges, 
Xe  of  compasses,  ne  of  kervinges, 
Ne  how  tlipy  ihatte  in  masoneries. 
As,  corbets  fulle  of  imageries. 
But,  lord  !  so  fair  hit  was  to  shewe,     1305 
For  hit  was  al  with  gold  behewe. 
But  in  I  wente,  and  that  anoon  ; 
Ther  mette  I  crjTug  many  oon, — - 
'  A  larges,  larges,  hold  up  wel ! 
God  save  the  lady  of  this  pel,      (220)  1310 
Our  owne  gentil  ladj-  Fame, 
And  hem  that  wilnen  to  have  name 
Of  us  ! '    Thus  herde  I  cryen  alle. 
And  faste  comen  out  of  halle. 
And  shoken  nobles  and  sterlinges.       1315 
And  sonime  crouned  were  as  kinges, 
With  crounes  wroght  ful  of  losenges  ; 
And  many  riban,  and  many  frenges 
Were  on  hir  clothes  trewely. 

Tho  atte  laste  aspyed  I  (230)  1320 

Tliat  pursevauntes  and  heraudes. 
That  cryen  riche  folkes  laudes. 
Hit  weren  alle  ;  and  every  man 
Of  hem,  as  I  yow  tellen  can, 
Had  on  him  throwen  a  vesture,  1325 

Which  that  men  clepe  a  cote-aimnre, 
Enbrowded  wonderliehc  riche, 
Al-though  they  nerc  nought  y-liche. 
But  noght  nil  I,  so  mote  I  thryve. 
Been  aboute  to  discryve  (240)  1330 

Al  these  amies  that  ther  weren. 
That  they  thus  on  hir  cotes  beren, 
For  hit  to  me  were  impossible  ; 
Men  mighte  make  of  hem  a  bible 
Twenty  foot  thikke,  as  I  trowe.  1335 

For  certeyn,  who-so  co\ide  y-knowe 
Mighte  ther  alle  the  armes  seen 
Of  famous  folk  that  han  y-been 
In  Auffrike,  Europe,  and  Asye, 
Sith  first  began  the  chevalrye.     (250)  1340 

Lo  !  how  shulde  I  now  telle  al  this  ? 
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Ne  of  the  halle  eek  what  iiedo  is 

To  tellen  yow,  that  every  wal 

Of  hit,  and  floor,  and  roof  and  al 

Was  plated  half  a  fote  thikke  13^5 

Of  gold,  and  that  nas  no-thing  wikke, 

But,  for  to  prove  iu  alle  wj-se, 

As  fyn  as  ducat  in  Venyse, 

Of  whiche  to  Ij-te  al  in  my  pouche  is  ? 

And  they  wer  set  asthikke  of  nouchis  (260) 

FuUe  of  the  fynest  stones  faire,  1351 

That  men  rede  in  the  LajDidaire, 

As  greses  growen  in  a  mede  ; 

But  hit  were  al  to  longe  to  rede 

The  names  ;  and  therfore  I  pace.  1355 

But  iu  this  richc  lusty  place, 
That  Fames  halle  called  was, 
Ful  moche  prees  of  folk  ther  nas, 
Ne  crouding,  for  to  mochil  prees. 
But  al  on  hyc,  above  a  dees,         (270)  1360 
•f-Sitte  in  a  see  imperial, 
That  maad  was  of  a  rubee  al, 
"Which  that  a  carbuncle  is  y-called, 
I  saugh,  perpetually  y-stalled, 
A  feminjTie  creature  ;  1365 

That  ne\er  formed  by  nature 
Nas  swich  another  thing  y-seye. 
For  altherfirst,  soth  for  to  seye, 
Me  thoughte  that  she  was  so  lji;e, 
That  the  lengthe  of  a  cubj'te        (280)  1370 
Was  lenger  than  she  semed  be  ; 
But  thus  sone,  in  a  whyle,  she 
Hir  tho  so  f  wondorliche  streighte. 
That  with  hir  feet  she  th'erthe  reighte, 
And  with  hir  heed  she  touched  hevene, 
Ther  as  shynen  sterrcs  sevene.  1376 

And  ther-to  eek,  as  to  my  wit, 
I  saugh  a  gretter  wonder  yit. 
Upon  hir  eyen  to  beholde  ; 
But  certeyn  I  hem  never  tolde  ;  (290)  1380 
For  as  fele  eyen  hadde  she 
As  fetheres  upon  foules  bo, 
Or  weren  on  the  bestes  foure. 
That  goddes  trone  gunuo  hononre, 
As  .John  writ  in  th'apocalij)S.  1385 

Hir  heer,  that  oundy  was  and  criiJS, 
As  burned  gold  hit  shoon  to  see. 
And  sooth  to  tellen,  also  she 
Had  also  felo  iip-stonding  ores 
And  tonges,  as  on  bestes  heres  ;  (300)  1390 
And  on  hir  feet  wexen  saugh  I 
Partriches  wingos  redely 


But,  lord  !  the  peri^ie  and  the  richesse 
I  saugh  sitting  on  this  goddesse  ! 
And,  lord  !  the  hevenish  melodye        1395 
Of  songes,  ful  of  armonyc, 
I  herde  abouto  her  trone  y-songe, 
That  al  the  paleys-walles  ronge  ! 
So  song  the  mighty  Muse,  she 
That  cleped  is  Caliopee,  (310)  1400 

And  hir  eighte  sustren  eke. 
That  in  hir  face  semen  meke ; 
And  evermo,  eternally, 
They  songe  of  Fame,  as  tho  herde  I : — 
'  Heried  be  thou  and  thy  name,  1405 

Goddesse  of  rcnoun  and  of  fame  ! ' 

Tho  was  I  war,  lo,  atte  laste, 
As  I  myn  eyen  gan  tip  caste, 
That  this  ilke  noble  quene 
On  hir  sliuldres  gan  sustene         (320)  1410 
Bothe  th'armes  and  the  name 
Of  tho  that  hadde  large  fame  ; 
Alexander,  and  Hercules 
That  with  a  sherte  his  lyf  lees  ! 
fTlius  fond  I  sitting  this  goddesse,      1415 
In  noblej-,  honour,  and  richesse  ; 
Of  which  I  stinte  a  whyle  now, 
Other  thing  to  tellen  yow. 

Tho  saugh  I  stonde  on  either  syde, 
Streight  doun  to  the  dores  wyde,  (330)  1420 
Fro  the  dees,  many  a  i)ileer 
Of  metal,  that  shoon  not  ful  cleer  ; 
But  though  they  nere  of  no  richesse. 
Yet  they  were  maad  for  greet  noblesse, 
And  in  hem  greet  [and  hj']  sentence  ;  1425 
And  folk  of  digne  re\'ercnce. 
Of  whiche  I  wol  yow  telle  fonde, 
Upon  the  piler  saugh  I  stonde. 

Alderfirst,  lo,  ther  I  sigh, 
Upon  a  piler  stonde  on  high,        (340)  1430 
That  was  of  lede  and  yren  fyn, 
Him  of  secte  Saturnyn, 
Th'  Ebrayk  Josephus,  the  olde, 
That  of  Jewes  gestes  tolde  ; 
And  bar  upon  his  sliuldres  hye  1435 

Tho  ftime  up  of  the  Jewerye. 
And  by  him  stoden  other  sevene, 
Wysc  and  worthy  for  to  nevene, 
To  lu'lpen  him  here  uji  tho  charge, 
Hit  was  so  hev>'  and  so  large.      (350)  1440 
And  for  they  writen  of  batailes, 
As  wel  as  other  olde  mervailes, 
Therfor  was,  lo,  this  pilcer, 
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Of  which  that  I  yow  telle  heer, 

Of  lede  and  yren  bothe,  y-wis.  1445 

r<ir  j-rcn  Martos  metal  is, 

Wliich  that  goil  is  of  bataile  ; 

And  the  leed,  withouten  faile, 

Is,  lo,  the  metal  of  Saturne, 

That  hath  fnl  large  wheel  to  ttirne.    (360) 

Tho  stoden  fortli,  on  every  rowc,  1451 

Of  hem  which  tliat  I  coude  knowe, 

Thogh  I  hem  noght  by  ordre  telle. 

To  make  j'ow  to  long  to  dwelle. 

These,  of  whichc  I  ginnc  rede,  1455 

Ther  sangh  I  stonden,  out  of  drede  : 
Upon  an  j-ren  piler  strong. 
That  peynted  was,  al  endelong. 
With  tygrcs  blode  in  every  place. 
The  Tholosan  that  highte  Stace,  (370)  1460 
That  l>ar  of  Thebes  iip  the  fame 
Upon  his  shuldres,  and  the  name 
Also  of  crnel  Achilles. 
And  by  him  stood,  withouten  lees, 
Ful  wonder  hye  on  a  pileer  1465 

Of  yren,  he,  the  gret  Omeer  ; 
And  with  him  Dares  and  T)-tus 
Before,  and  eek  he,  LoUius, 
And  Gnido  eek  da  Columpnis, 
And  English  Gaufride  eek,  3-wis ;  (380)  1470 
And  ech  of  these,  as  have  I  joye, 
Was  besy  for  to  here  np  Troye. 
So  he\'y  ther-of  was  the  fame. 
That  for  to  here  hit  was  no  game. 
But  yit  I  gan  ful  wel  espye,  1475 

Betwix  hem  was  a  litel  envye. 
Oon  seyde,  Omere  made  lyes, 
re.\aiingc  in  his  poetryes. 
And  was  to  Grekes  favorable  ; 
Therfor  held  he  hit  but  fable.      (390)  1480 

Tho  saugh  I  stonde  on  a  pileer, 
That  was  of  tinned  yren  clecr. 
That  Latin  poete,  [ilan]  Vii-gyle, 
That  bore  hath  up  a  longe  whyle 
The  fame  of  Pius  Eneas.  1485 

And  next  him  on  a  piler  was. 
Of  coper,  Venus  clerk,  Ovyde, 
That  hath  y-sowen  wonder  wyde 
The  grete  god  of  Loves  name. 
And  ther  he  bar  iip  wel  his  fame,       (400) 
Upon  this  piler,  also  hye  1491 

As  I  might  see  hit  with  m.^-n  ye  : 
For-why  this  halle,  of  whiche  I  rede 
Was  woxe  on  -f-highte,  lengthe  and  brede, 


Wel  more,  by  a  thousand  del,  141,5 

Than  hit  was  erst,  that  .saugli  I  wel. 

Tho  .saugli  I,  on  a  i)ilor  by, 
Of  yren  wroglit  fnl  sternely, 
The  grete  poete,  daun  Lucan, 
And  on  his  sliuldres  Iwr  up  than,       .4 10) 
As  highe  as  that  I  mighte  see,  1501 

The  fame  of  .Julius  ami  Pompee. 
And  by  liim  stoden  alio  these  clerkes, 
Tliat  writen  of  Romes  mighty  werkes, 
Tliat,  if  I  wolde  hir  names  telle,  1505 

Al  to  longe  mosto  I  dwelle. 

And  next  him  on  a  piler  stood 
Of  soulfre,  lyk  as  he  were  wood, 
Dan  Clandian,  the  soth  to  telle, 
That  bar  up  al  the  fame  of  lielle,  C4J0)  1510 
Of  Pluto,  and  of  Proserpyne, 
That  queno  is  of  the  derko  pyne. 

What  shuldo  I  more  telle  of  this? 
The  halle  was  al  ful,  y-wis, 
Of  hem  that  writen  olde  gestes,  15 15 

A^  ben  on  trees  rokes  nestes  ; 
But  hit  a  ful  confus  matere 
Were  al  the  gestes  for  to  here. 
That    they    of   write,     and     how    tliey 

highte. 
But  whyl  that  I  beheld  this  sighte,    ('430) 
I  herde  a  noise  aprochen  blj^'e,  15^1 

That  ferde  as  been  don  in  an  hjn-e, 
Agen  her  t5Tiie  of  out-fleyinge  ; 
Eight  swiche  a  maner  murmuringe, 
For  al  the  world,  hit  semed  me.  15^5 

Tho  gan  I  loke  aboute  and  see, 
That  ther  com  entriug  fin  the  halle 
A  right  gret  company  with-alle, 
And  that  of  sondrv  regiouns, 
Of  alleskinnes  condiciouns,  '440)  1550 

That  dwelle  in  erthe  under  the  mone, 
Pore  and  lyche.     And  also  sone 
As  they  were  come  into  the  halle, 
They  gonne  doun  on  knees  faUe 
Before  this  ilke  noble  quene,  1--35 

And  scyde,  '  Graunte  us,  lady  shene, 
Ech  of  us,  of  thy  grace,  a  bone  ! ' 
And     somme     of    hem,     she     grarmted 

sone. 
And  somme  she  wemed  wel  and  faire  ; 
And  somme  she  graunted  the  contr.aire 
Of  hir  axing  utterly.  ('451;  1541 

But  thus  I  seye  yow  trewely, 
What  hix  cause  was,  I  niste. 
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For  this  folk,  ful  wel  1  wiste, 

The.\-  hndde  good  fame  ech  deserved,  1545 

Althogh  they  were  diversly  served  ; 

Eight  as  bir  suster,  dame  Fortune, 

Is  wont  to  serv-en  in  comiiue. 

Now  herkne  how  she  gau  to  paye 
That  gonne  hir  of  hir  grace  praye  ;     (460) 
And  yit,  lo,  al  this  companye  1551 

Seyden  sooth,  and  noght  a  lye. 

'  Madame,'  seyden  they,  '  we  be 
Folk  that  beer  besecben  thee. 
That  thou  graunte  us  now  good  fame,  1555 
And  lete  our  wcrkes  ban  that  name  ; 
In  ful  recompensaciovm 
Of  good  werk,  give  us  good  renouu.' 
'  I  werne  yow  hit,'  quod  she  anoon, 
'  Ye  gete  of  me  good  fame  noon,  (470)  1560 
Bj-  god  !  and  tberfor  go  your  wey.' 

'  Alas,'  quod  they,  '  and  welaway  ! 
Telle  us,  what  inay  your  cause  be  ?' 

'For  me  list  bit  noglit,'  quod  she  ; 
'  No  wight  sbal  speke  of  yow,  y-wis. 
Good  ne  harm,  ne  that  ne  this.' 
And  with  that  word  she  gan  to  calle 
Hir  messanger,  that  was  in  halle, 
And  bad  that  be  sbvalde  laste  goon, 
f  Up  peyne  to  be  blind  anoon,      (480)  1570 
For  Eolus,  the  god  of  winde  ; — 
'  In  Trace  tlier  ye  shul  bim  finde, 
And  bid  bim.  bringe  bis  clarioun, 
That  is  ful  dyvers  of  his  soun, 
And  bit  is  cleped  Clere  Laude,  1575 

Witb  which  he  wont  is  to  beraude 
Hem  that  me  list  y-preised  be  : 
Axid  also  bid  bim  bow  that  be 
Bringe  bis  other  clarioim, 
That  bigbte  Sclaundre  in  every  toun,  (490) 
Witb  wliicb  be  wont  is  to  diffame      1581 
Hem  that  me  list,  and  do  heni  shame.' 

This  messanger  gan  faste  goon, 
And  found  wher,  in  a  cave  of  stoon. 
In  a  contree  that  bigbte  Trace,  1585 

This  Eolus,  witli  harde  grace. 
Held  the  windes  in  distresse. 
And  gan  bem  under  bim  to  jjresse, 
That  thej-  gonne  as  beres  rore, 
He  bond  and  pressed  bem  so  sore.      (,soo) 

This  messanger  gan  faste  crye,         1591 
'  Kys  up,"  quod  be,  '  and  faste  bye, 
Til  that  thou  at  my  lady  be  ; 
And  tak  tbj'  clarions  eek  with  thee, 


And  speed  thee  forth.'    And  he  anon  1595 

Took  to  a  man,  that  biglit  Triton, 

His  clariouns  to  here  tho, 

And  leet  a  certeyn  wind  to  go, 

That  blew  so  bidouslj'  and  hj'e, 

That  hit  ne  lefte  not  a  skye         (5Jo)  1600 

In  al  the  welkcn  longe  and  brood, 

Tbis  Eolus  no-wber  abood 
Til  be  was  come  at  Fames  feet, 
And  eek  the  man  that  Triton  beet  ; 
And  tber  be  stood,  as  still  as  stoon.     1605 
And  ber-witbal  tber  com  anoon 
Another  huge  companye 
Of  gode  folk,  and  gunne  crye, 
'  Lady,  graunte  us  now  good  fame, 
And  lat  our  werkes  ban  that  name    (520) 
Now,  in  honour  of  gentilesse,  i6ii 

And  also  god  jour  soule  blesse  ! 
For  we  ban  wel  deserved  hit, 
Tberfor  is  right  that  we  ben  quit.' 

'As    tbrj've    I,'    quod    she,    'ye    sha] 
faile, 
Good  werkes  sbal  yow  noglit  availe     i6i6 
To  bave  of  me  good  fame  as  now. 
But  wite  yo  what  ?     I  graunte  yow. 
That  ye  sbal  have  a  sbrtiwed  fume       1619 
And  wikked  loos,  and  worse  name,    (530) 
Though  ye  good  loos  have  wel  deserved. 
Now  go  your  wey,  for  ye  be  served  ; 
And  thou,  dan  Eolus,  let  see ! 
Tak  forth  thy  trumpe  anon,'  quod  she, 
'  That  is  y-cleped  Sclaunder  light,       1625 
And  blow  bir  loos,  that  every  wight 
Speke  of  bem  barm  and  sbrewednesse. 
In  stede  of  good  and  wortbinesse. 
For  thou  sbalt  trumpe  al  the  contraire 
Of  that  they  ban  don  wel  or  faire.'      1630 

'  Alas,'  thougbtc  I,  '  what  aventures 
Han  these  sory  creatures  !  (542) 

For  they,  amongus  al  the  pros, 
Shul  thus  be  shamed  gilteles  ! 
But  what !  bit  moste  nodes  be.'  1635 

What  did  tbis  Eolus,  but  be 
Tok  out  bis  blakke  trumpe  of  bras, 
That  fouler  than  tlxo  devil  was, 
And  gan  this  trumpe  for  to  blowe. 
As  al  the  world  shulde  overthrowe  ;    (550) 
That  tbrougb-oi\t  every  regioun  1641 

Wente  tbis  foulo  triinipes  soun, 
As  swift  as  pelot  out  of  gonne, 
Whan  fjT  is  in  the  poudre  ronae. 
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Aii(.l  swicho  11  smoke  gau  out-wemle    1645 

Out  of  his  foule  trumpes  ende, 

Blak,  Llo,  groiiish,  swartisL  reed, 

As  doth  wher  that  men  melte  leed, 

Lo,  al  on  high  fro  the  tuel  ! 

And  therto  00  thing  saugh  I  wel,  (560)  1650 

That,  the  ferther  that  hit  ran, 

The  gretter  wexeu  hit  hegan. 

As  doth  the  river  from  a  weUe, 

And  hit  stank  as  the  pit  of  hello. 

Alas,  thus  was  hir  shame  y-ronge,       1655 

And  giltelees,  on  every  tonge. 

Tho  com  the  thridde  companye, 
And  giinne  \ip  to  tho  dees  to  hye. 
And  doun  on  knees  they  fiUe  anon. 
And  seyde, '  We  ben  e^•erichon      (570)  1660 
Folk  that  han  ful  trewely 
Deserved  fame  rightfully, 
And  praj-e  yow,  hit  mot  be  knowe, 
Right  as  hit  is,  and  forth  y-blowe.' 
'  I  graunte,'  quod  she,  '  for  me  list       1665 
That  now  your  gode  fwcrk  be  wist ; 
And  jit  ye  sluil  han  better  loos, 
Eight  in  dispyt  of  alle  yonr  foos, 
Thau  worthy  is ;  and  that  anoon  : 
Lat  now,' quod  she,  'thy  trumpe  goon,  (580) 
Thou  Eolus,  that  is  so  blak  ;  1671 

And  out  thyn  other  trumxie  tak 
That  highte  Laude,  and  blow  hit  so 
That  through  the  world  hir  fame  go 
Al  esely,  and  not  to  faste,  1675 

That  hit  be  knowen  atte  laste.' 

'  Ful  gladly,  lady  niyn,'  he  seyde  ; 
And  out  his  trumpe  of  golde  he  brayde 
Anon,  and  sette  hit  to  his  mouthe. 
And  blew  hit  est,  and  west,  andsouthe,(59o) 
And  north,  as  loude  as  any  thunder,  1681 
That  every  wight  hadde  of  hit  wonder, 
So  brode  hit  ran,  or  than  liit  stente. 
And,  certes,  al  the  breeth  that  wente 
Out  of  his  trumpes  nioiithe  smclde      1685 
As  men  a  pot-ful  i  bawme  helde 
Among  a  basket  ful  of  roses  ; 
This  favour  dide  ho  til  hir  loses. 

And  i-ight  with  this  I  gan  aspye, 
Tlier  com  the  ferthe  comj)anye —  (Ooo)  1690 
But  certeyn  they  were  wonder  fewe — 
And,  gonne  stondeu  in  a  rewe. 
And  seyden,  '  Certes,  lady  brighte. 
We  han  don  wel  with  al  our  mighte  ; 
But  we  ne  kepen  have  no  fame.  1695 


Hyd  our  werkes  and  our  name, 

For  goddcs  love  !  for  certes  we 

Han  certeyn  doon  hit  for  bountee. 

And  for  no  nianer  other  thing.' 

'  I  graunte  yow  al  yonr  asking,'     (610)  1700 

Quod  she  ;  '  let  your  fwerk  be  deed.' 

With  that  aboute  I  clew  myn  heed, 
And  saugh  anoon  the  fifte  ronte 
That  to  this  lady  gonne  loute. 
And  doun  on  knees  anoon  to  falle  ;      1705 
And  to  hir  tho  besoughten  alle 
To  hyde  hir  gode  werkes  eek. 
And  seyde,  they  yeven  noglit  a  leek 
For  fame,  ne  for  swich  renoun  ; 
For  they,  for  contemi)Iacio«n       (620)  1710 
And  goddes  love,  hadde  y-wrought  : 
Ne  of  fame  wolde  they  nought. 

'  A^'hat  ? '  quod  she,  '  and  be  ye  wood  ? 
And  wene  ye  for  to  do  good. 
And  for  to  have  of  that  no  fame  ?  1715 

Have  ye  dispyt  to  have  my  name  ? 
Nay,  ye  shul  liven  everichoon  ! 
Blow  thy  trumpe  and  that  anoon,' 
Quod  she,  'thou  Eolus,  I  bote. 
And  ring  this  folkes  fwerk  bj-  note,  (630) 
That  al  tho  world  may  of  hit  here.'      1721 
And  he  gan  blowe  hir  loos  so  clere 
In  his  golden  clarioun. 
That  through  the  world  wente  the  soun, 
•)-So  kenely,  and  eek  so  softe  ;  1725 

'But  atte  laste  hit  was  on-lofte. 

Thoo  com  tho  sexte  companye, 
And  gonne  faste  on  Fame  crye. 
Eight  verraily,  in  this  manere 
They  seyden  : '  Mercy,  lady  dare  !  (640)  1 730 
To  telle  certein,  as  hit  is. 
We  han  don  neither  that  ne  this, 
Bvit  jdel  al  our  Ij-f  y-be. 
But,  natheles,  j'it  preye  we, 
That  we  mov/e  han  so  good  a  fame,       1735 
And  greet  renoun  and  knowen  name, 
As  they  that  han  dou  noble  gestes. 
And  acheved  alle  hir  Icstes, 
As  wel  of  love  as  other  thing  ; 
Al  was  us  never  broche  ne  ring,  (650)  1740 
Ne  elles  nought,  from  wimmen  sent, 
Xe  ones  in  hir  herte  y-ment 
To  make  us  only  frendly  chere, 
But  mighte  temen  us  on  here  ; 
Yit  lat  us  to  the  peple  seme  1745 

Swiche  as  the  world  may  of  ns  deme, 
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That  winimon  loven  lis  for  wood. 

Hit  shal  <lon  \is  as  moche  good, 

And  to  our  lierte  as  moche  availe 

To  eountrepeise  ese  and  travaile,  (660)  1750 

As  we  had  wonne  hit  with  labour ; 

For  that  is  dere  boght  honour 

At  regard  of  our  grcte  ese. 

And  yit  thou,  most  us  more  plose  ; 

Let  us  he  holden  eek,  therto,  1 755 

Worthy,  w^yse,  and  gode  also. 

And  riche,  and  happy  unto  love. 

For  goddes  love,  that  sit  above, 

Though  we  may  not  the  body  have 

Of  wimmen,  yet,  so  god  yow  save !  (670)  1760 

Let  men  glewe  on  us  the  name  ; 

Suffyceth  that  we  han  the  fame.' 

■  I  graunte,'  quod  she,  '  by  my  trouthe  ! 
Now,  Eolus,  with-outen  slouthe, 
Tak  out  thy  trumpe  of  gold,  f  let  see,  1765 
Anil  blow  as  they  han  axed  me, 
That  every  man  wene  hem  at  ese, 
Though  they  gon  in  ful  badde  lese.' 
This  Eolus  gan  hit  so  blowe,         (679)  1769 
That    through    the    world    hit    was    y- 
knowe. 
Tho  com  the  seventh  route  anoon. 
And  fel  on  knees  everichoon. 
And  sej'de,  '  Lady,  graunte  us  sone 
The  same  thing,  the  same  bone. 
That  [ye]  this  nexte  folic  han  doon.' 
'  Fy  on  yow,'  (xuod  she,  '  everichoon  ! 
Ye  masty  swyn,  ye  ydel  wrecches, 
Ful  of  roten  slowc  tecches  ! 
What  ?  false  theves  !  wher  ye  wolde 
Be  famous  good,  and  no-thing  nolde 
Deserve  why,  ne  never  roughte  ? 
Men  rather  yow  to-hangen  oughte  ! 
For  ye  be  lyk  the  swej-nte  cat, 
That  wolde  have  fish  ;  but  wostow  what  ? 
He  wolde  no-thing  wote  his  clowes.      1785 
Yvel  tliriit  come  on  your  jowes, 
And  eek  on  myn,  if  I  hit  graunte, 
Or  do  yow  favour,  yow  to  avaunte  ! 
Thou  Eolus,  thou  king  of  Trace  ! 
Go,  blow  this  folk  a  sory  grace,'  (yoa)  1790 
Quod  she,  '  anoon  ;  and  wostow  how  ? 
As  I  shal  telle  thee  right  now  ; 
Sey  :  "  These  ben  they  that  wolde  honour 
Have,  an<l  do  noskinncs  labour, 
Xe  do  no  good,  and  yit  lian  laude ;       1795 
And  that  men  wendc  that  bele  Isaude 


1775 


(690) 
1 781 


Ne  coude  hem  noght  of  love  werne  ; 

And  yit  she  that  grint  at  a  querne 

Is  al  to  good  to  ese  hir  herte."  ' 

This  Eoliis  anon  up  sterte,        (710)  iScki 

Antl  with  his  blakke  clarioun 

He  gan  to  blasen  out  a  soun. 

As  loude  as  belweth  wind  in  helle. 

And  eek  therwith,  [the]  sooth  to  telle, 

This  soun  was  [al]  so  ful  of  japes,  1805 

As  ever  mowes  were  in  apes. 

And  that  wente  al  the  world  aboute. 

That  every  wight  gan  on  hem  shoute, 

And  for  to  laughe  as  they  were  wode  ; 

Such  game  fonde  they  in  hir  hode.      (720) 
Tho  com  another  companye,  181 1 

That  had  y-doon  the  traiterye, 

The  harm,  the  -f-gretest  wikkednesse 

That  any  herte  coutlio  gesse  ; 

And  preyed  hir  to  han  good  fame,        1S15 

And     that     she    nolde     hem     doon    no 
shame, 

But  yeve  hem  loos  and  good  renoun, 

And  do  hit  blowe  in  clarioun. 

'  Nay,    wis ! '    quod     she,    '  hit    were    a 

vyce  ; 
Al  be  ther  in  me  no  justyce,  (730)  1820 

Me  listeth  not  to  do  hit  now, 
Ne  this  nil  I  not  graunte  you.' 

Tho  come  ther  lepinge  in  a  route, 
And  gonne  choppen  al  abouto 
Every  man  vipon  the  croune,  1S25 

That  al  the  halle  gan  to  soune. 
And  seyden  :  '  Lady,  lefe  and  dere, 
We  ben  swich  folk  as  ye  mowe  here. 
To  tcllen  al  the  tale  aright. 
We  ben  shrewes,  every  wight,      (740)  1830 
And  han  delyt  in  wikkednesse, 
As  gode  folk  han  in  goodnesse  ; 
And  joye  to  be  knowen  shrewes, 
And  fuUe  of  vyce  and  wikked  thewes  ; 
Wherfor  we  preyen  yow,  a-rowe,  1835 

That  our  fame  swich  be  knowe 
In  alle  thing  right  as  hit  is.' 

'  I  graunte  hit  yow,'  quod  she,  '  y-wis. 
But  what  art  thou  that  seyst  this  tale. 
That  werest  on  thy  hose  a  pale,  (750)  1840 
And  on  thy  tipet  swiche  a  belle  ! ' 
'  Madame,'  quod  ho,  '  sooth  to  telle,    • 
I  am  that  ilkc  shrewe,  .y-wis, 
That  brende  the  temple  of  Isidis 
In  Athenes,  lo,  that  citee.'  1845 
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'And    wherfor    didest    thou    so?'   quod 

she. 
'  By  my  thrift,'  qiiod  he,  '  madame, 
I  wolde  fayn  han  had  a  fame, 
As  other  folk  hadde  in  the  toun, 
Al-thogh  they  were  of  greet  renoun    (760) 
For  hir  vertu  and  for  hir  thewes  ;         1851 
Thoughte  I,  as  greet  a  fame  han  shrewes, 
Thogh  hit  be  +but  for  shrewednesse, 
As  gode  folk  han  for  goodnesso  ; 
And  sith  I  maj'  not  have  that  oon,       1855 
That  other  nil  I  noght  for-goon. 
And  for  to  gette  of  Fames  hj're, 
The  temple  sette  I  al  a-fyre. 
Now  do  our  loos  be  blowen  swj-the, 
As  wisly  be  thou  ever  blj-the.'      (770)  i86o 
'  Gladly,'  quod  she  ;  '  thou  Eolus, 
Herestow  not  what  they  prej-en  us  ? ' 
'Madame,  yis,  ful  wcl,'  quod  he, 
'  And  I  wil  trumpen  hit,  parde  ! ' 
And  tok  his  blakke  trumpe  faste,  1865 

And  gan  to  pufTen  and  to  blaste. 
Til  hit  was  at  the  worldes  ende. 

With  that  I  gan  aboute  wende  ; 
For  oon  that  stood  right  at  my  bak, 
Me  thoughte,  goodly  to  me  spak,  (780')  1870 
An<l  seyde  :  'Frend,  what  is  thy  name  ? 
Artow  come  hidcr  to  han  fame  ?  ' 
'  Nay,  for-sothe,  trend  ! '  quod  I ; 
'  I  cam  noght  hider,  graunt  mercy  ! 
For  no  swich  cause,  by  my  heed !  1875 

SufFyceth  me,  as  I  were  deed. 
That     no    wight     have     my    name     in 

honde. 
I  woot  my-self  best  how  I  stonde  ; 
For  what  I  drye  or  what  I  tliinke, 
I  wol  my-selven  al  hit  drinke,      (790)  1880 
Certeyn,  for  the  more  part. 
As  ferforth  as  I  can  myn  art.' 
'  But  what  dost  thou  here  than  ?'  quod  he. 
Quod  I,  '  that  wol  I  tellen  thee, 
The  cause  why  I  stonde  here  :—  1885 

Som  newe  tydings  for  to  lere : — ■ 
Som  newe  f  thinges,  I  not  what, 
Tydinges,  other  this  or  that, 
Of  love,  or  swiche  thinges  gladei. 
For  certeynly,  he  that  me  made    (800)  1890 
To  comen  hider,  seyde  me, 
1  shulde  bothe  here  and  see, 
In  this  place,  wonder  thinges  ; 
But  these  be  no  swiche  tydinges 


iS.;, 


fo 


As  I  mene  of.'     '  No  y'  quod  h^-. 

And  I  answerde,  '  No,  pardee  ! 

For  wcl  I  fwiste,  ever  yit, 

Sith  that  first  I  liaddc  wit. 

That  som  folk  han  d,esyred  fame 

Dyversly,  and  loos,  and  name  ;    (8io)  1900 

But  certeynly,  I  niste  how 

Ne  wher  that  Fame  -fdwelte,  er  now  ; 

Ne  eek  of  hir  descripciouii, 

Ne  also  hir  condicioun, 

Ne  the  ordre  of  hir  dome,  1905 

Unto  the  tj-me  I  hider  come.' 

'  f  \Miiche  be,  lo,  these  tydinges, 

That  thou  now  [thus]  hider  bringes, 

That  thou  hast  herd  ?  '  quod  he  to  me  ; 

'  But  now,  no  fors  ;  for  wel  I  see  (820)  1910 

What  thou  dcsyrcst  for  to  here. 

Com  forth,  and  stond  no  longer  here. 

And  I  wol  thee,  with-outen  drede, 

In  swich  another  place  lede, 

Tlier  thou  shalt  here  many  oon.'  1915 

Tho  gan  I  forth  with  him  to  goon 
Out  of  the  castel,  soth  to  seye. 
Tho  saugh  I  stonde  in  a  valeye, 
Under  the  castel,  faste  by, 
An  hous.  that  domus  Dedali,         (830)  1920 
That  Laborintus  cleped  is, 
Nas  maad  so  wonderliche,  y-wis, 
Ne  half  so  queynteliche  y--v%-tovight. 
And  evermo,  so  swift  as  thought. 
This  qucyute  hous  aboute  wente,  1925 

.That  never-mo  hit  stille  stente. 
And  ther-out  com  so  greet  a  noise. 
That,  had  hit  stonden  upon  Oise, 
Men  mighte  hit  han  herd  eselj' 
To  Borne,  I  trowe  sikerly.  (840)  1930 

And  the  noyse  which  that  I  herde, 
For  al  the  world  right  so  hit  ferde, 
As  doth  the  routing  of  the  stoon 
That  from  th'eng^-n  is  leten  goon. 

And  al  this  hous,  of  whiche  I  rede,  1955 
Was  made  of  twigges,  falwe,  rede. 
And  grene  eek,  and  som  weren  whyte, 
Swiche  as  men  to  these  cages  thwj^e, 
Or  maken  of  these  paniers. 
Or  elles  fhottes  or  dossers  ;  (S.so)  1940 

That,    for     the     swough    and     for     the 

twigges. 
This  hous  was  also  ful  of  gigges. 
And  also  ful  eek  of  chirkinges, 
And  of  many  other  werkinges ; 
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Ami  eek  this  lions  liatli  of  ontrees        1945 

As  fele  as  leves  been  on  trees 

In  sonier,  whan  they  grene  been  ; 

Anil  on  the  roof  men  may  yit  seen 

A  thousand  holes,  and  wcl  mo, 

To  leten  wel  the  sonn  ont  go.        (860)  1950 

And  by  day,  in  every  tyde, 
Ben  al  the  dores  open  wyde, 
And  by  night,  echoon,  nnshette  ; 
Ne  porter  thor  is  non  to  lette 
No  maner  tydings  in  to  pace  ;  1955 

Ne  never  resto  is  in  that  place, 
That  hit  nis  fild  fnl  of  tydinges, 
Other  loude,  or  of  whispringcs  ; 
And,  over  alle  the  houses  angles, 
Isfulof  rouninges  and  of  jangles  (870)  i960 
Of  fwerre,  of  pees,  of  mariages. 
Of  f  reste,  of  labonr  of  viages. 
Of  abood,  of  dceth,  of  Ij-fe, 
Of  love,  of  hate,  acorde,  of  stryfe. 
Of  loos,  of  lore,  and  of  wiuninges,         1965 
Of  hele,  of  sekenesse,  of  bildinges, 
Of  faire  windes,  f  of  tempestes, 
Of  qtialme  of  folk,  and  eek  of  bestes; 
Of  dyvers  transmutaciouns 
Of  estats,  and  eek  of  regiouns;     (880J  1970 
Of  trust,  of  drede,  of  jelousye, 
Of  wit,  of  winninge,  of  folye  ; 
Of  plentee,  and  of  greet  famyne. 
Of  cliepe,  of  derth,  and  of  mj'ne  ; 
Of  good  or  i  mis  governement,  1975 

Of  fyr,  of  dyvers  accident. 

And  lo,  this  hons,  of  whiche  I  wryte, 
Siker  be  ye,  hit  nas  not  lyte  ; 
For  hit  was  sixty  mj'le  of  Icngthe  ; 
Al  was  the  timber  of  no  strengthe,     (890) 
Yet  hit  is  founded  to  endure  1981 

Whyl  that  it  list  to  Aventure, 
That  is  the  nioder  of  tydinges. 
As  the  see  of  wellos  and  springes, — 
And  hit  was  shapen  lyk  a  cage.  1985 

'  Certes,'  quod  I,  '  in  al  myn  age, 
Ne  saugh  I  swicli  a  hous  as  this.' 
And  as  I  wondred  mc,  y-wis, 
Upon  this  hous,  tho  war  was  I 
How  that  myn  egle,  faste  by,       (900)  1990 
Was  perched  hye  upon  a  stoon  ; 
And  I  gan  streightc  to  him  goon 
And  seydc  tlius  :  '  I  preyc  thee 
That  thou  a  whyl  aliyde  me 
For  goddes  love,  and  let  me  seen         1995 


What  wondres  in  this  place  been  ; 
For  yit,  paraventure,  I  may  lore 
Som  good  ther-on,  or  sumwhat  liere 
That  leef  me  were,  or  that  I  wente.' 

'  Peter  !  that  is  myn  entente,'    (910)  2(xx> 
Quod  he  to  mo  ;  '  therfor  I  dwelle  ; 
But  certein,  oon  thing  I  thee  telle, 
That,  but  I  bringe  thee  ther-inne, 
Ne  shalt  thon  never  cnnne  ginne 
To  come  in-to  hit,  out  of  doute,  2005 

So  faste  hit  whirleth,  lo,  abonte. 
But  sith  that  Joves,  of  his  grace, 
As  I  have  seyd,  wol  thee  solace 
Fynally  with  fswiche  thinges, 
Uncouthe  sightes  and  tj'dinges,  (920)  2010 
To  passe  with  thyn  hevinesse  ; 
Suche  routhe  hath  he  of  thy  distress©, 
That  thou  suflfrest  debonairly — • 
And  wost  thy-selven  utterly 
Disesperat  of  alle  blis,  2015 

Sith  that  Fortune  hath  maad  a^mis 
The  f  fruit  of  al  thyn  hertes  reste 
Languisshe  and  eek  in  point  to  breste — 
That  he,  through  his  mighty  meryte, 
Wol  do  thee  ese,  al  be  hit  lyte,     (930)  2020 
And  fyaf  expres  commaundement, 
To  whiche  I  am  obedient, 
To  furthrc  thee  with  al  my  might, 
And  wisse  and  teche  thee  aright 
Wlier  thou  maist  most  tydinges  here  ;  2025 
Shaltow  f  anoon  heer  many  oon  lere.' 

With  this  worde  he,  right  anoon, 
Hente  me  vip  bitwene  his  toon. 
And  at  a  windpwe  in  mc  broghte,         2029 
That  in  this  lious was,  fis  methoghte — (940) 
And  ther-withal,  me  thoghte  hit  stente, 
And  no-thing  hit  abonte  weiite — 
And  me  setto  in  the  flore  adoun. 
But  which  a  congregacioun 
Of  folk,  as  I  saugh  rome  aboute,  2035 

Some  within  and  some  withoute, 
Nas  never  seen,  ne  shal  l)en  eft ; 
That,  certes,  in  tho  world  nis  left 
So  many  formed  by  Nature, 
Ne  deed  so  many  a  creature ;       (950)  2040 
That  wel  nnethe,  in  that  place, 
Hadde  I  oon  foot-brede  of  space  ; 
And  every  wiglit  that  I  saugh  there 
Konncd  ech  in  otheres  ere 
A  newe  tyding  prevely,  2045 

Or  elles  tolde  al  openly 
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Eight     thus,    and     seyde  :    '  Nost     not 

thou 
That  is  betid,  lo,  late  or  now  ?  ' 

'  No,'  quoil  fthe  other,  'tel  me  -what ;' — 
And  than  he  tolde  him  tliis  and  that,  (960) 
And  swoor  ther-to  that  liit  was  sooth — 
'Thus    hath    he    seyd ' — and    'Thus    he 

dooth  ' —  2052 

'fThus    shal    hit    be'— 'fThus    herde    I 

seye ' — 
'That    shal     be    found' — 'Tliat   dar    I 

leye  :  '— 
Til  at  al  the  folk  that  is  a-ly^-e  2055 

Ne  han  the  cunning  to  discryve 
The  thinges  that  I  herde  there, 
What  .aloiide,  and  what  in  ere. 
But  al  the  wonder-most  was  this  : — • 
Wlian  oon  liad  herd  a  thing,  y-wis,     (970) 
He  com  f  forth  to  another  wight,         2061 
And  gan  him  tellcn,  anoon-right, 
The  same  that  to  him  was  told. 
Or  hit  a  furlong-waj-  was  old, 
But  gan  soniwhat  for  to  echo  2065 

To  this  tyding  in  this  spoche 
More  than  hit  ever  was. 
And  nat  so  sone  departed  nas 
That  he  fro  him,  that  he  ne  niette 
With  the  thriddo ;  and,  or  he  lette     (980) 
Any  stoimde,  he  tolde  him  als  ;  2071 

Were  the  tyding  sooth  or  fals, 
Yit  wolde  he  telle  hit  nathelees. 
And  evermo  with  more  encrees 
Than   hit   was    erst.      Tlius    north    and 

southe  2075 

Went  every  -|-Tvord  fro  mouth  to  mouthe. 
And  that  encresing  ever-mo. 
As  fj-r  is  wont  to  quikke  and  go 
Froni  a  sparke  spronge  amis, 
Til  al  a  citee  brent  up  is.  (990)  2080 

AikI,  whan  that  was  ful  y-spronge. 
And  woxcn  more  on  every  tongc 
Than  ever  hit  was,  -j-hit  wente  anoon 
Up  to  a  windowe,  out  to  goon  ; 
Or,  but  hit  mightii  out  tlier  pace,  2085 

Hit  gan  out  crepe  at  som  crevace. 
And  fleigh  forth  faste  for  the  nones. . 
And  somtymc  saugh  I  tho,  at  ones, 
A  lesing  and  a  sad  soth-sawe, 
Tliat  gonne  of  aventure  drawe  (1000)  2090 
Out  at  a  windowe  for  to  pace  ; 
And,  when  they  metten  in  that  place, 


They  were  a-chekked  bothe  two, 

And  neither  of  hem  moste  out  go  ; 

For  other  so  they  gonne  croude,  2095 

Til  echo  of  hem  gan  crv^en  loude, 

'  Lat  me  go  first ! '     '  Nay,  but  lat  me  ! 

And  here  I  wol  ensuren  thee 

With  the  nones  that  thou  wolt  do  so, 

That  I  shal  never  fro  thee  go,     (loio)  2100 

But  be  thyn  owne  sworen  Ijrother  ! 

We  wil  medle  us  ech  with  other, 

That  no  man,  be  he  never  so  wrothe, 

Shal  han  fthat  oon  of  two,  but  Iwthe 

At  ones,  al  beside  his  leve,  2105 

Come  we  a-mor\ve  or  on  eve. 

Be  we  cryed  or  stille  j--ronned.' 

Thus     saugh    I    fals     and    sooth     com- 

pouned 
Togeder  flee  for  00  tydinge. 

Thus  out  at  holes  gonne  wringe      (1020) 
Every  tyding  streight  to  Fame  ;  21 11 

And  she  gan  yowon  eche  his  name, 
After  hir  disposicioun. 
And  yaf  hem  eok  duracioun. 
Some  to  wexe  arid  wane  sone,  2 115 

As  dooth  the  faire  whj-te  mone. 
And    leet    hem.    gon.      Ther    mighte   I 

seen 
Wenged  wondres  faste  fleen. 
Twenty  thousand  in  a  route, 
As  Eolus  hem  blew  abonte.  (1030)  2120 

And,  lord  !  th  is  hous,  in  alle  tymes. 
Was  ful  of  shipmen  and  pilgrymes, 
With  scrippes  bret-ful  of  lesinges, 
Entremedled  with  tydinges. 
And  eek  alone  by  hem-selve.  2125 

O,  manj'  a  thoiisand  tymes  twelve 
Saugh  I  eek  of  these  pardoneres, 
Currours,  and  eek  messangeres, 
With  boistes  crammed  fal  of  lyes 
As  ever  vessel  was  with  lyes,       (1040)  2130 
And  as  I  althei-- fast  est  wente 
Aboute,  and  dide  al  myn  entente 
Me  for  to  pleye  and  for  to  lere, 
And  eek  a  tyding  for  to  here, 
That  I  had  herd  of  som  eontree  2135 

That  slial  not  now  be  told  ior  me  ; — 
For  hit  no  nede  is,  redely  ; 
Folk  can  singe  hit  bet  than  I ; 
For  al  mot  out,  other  late  or  rathe. 
Alio,  the  sheves  iu  the  lathe  ; —  (1050)  2140 
I  herde  a  gret  noise  withalle 
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In  a  corner  of  the  lialle, 

Tbcr  men  of  love  tydings  toldo, 

And  I  gan  thiderward  beholdo  ; 

For  I  saiigli  renninge  every  wight,      2145 

As  faste  as  that  they  hadden  might ; 

And     everich     cryed,    '  "\\"liat    thing     is 

that?' 
And  som  seyde  I  not  ne\-er  what. 
And  whan  they  were  alle  on  an  hepe, 
Tho  behiude  gonne  up  lepe,        (1060)  2150 


And  clamben  up  on  othere  faste, 
And  up  the  fnose  on  hyc  caste, 
And  troden  faste  on  othere  heles 
And  stampe,  as  men  don  after  eles. 

Atte  lasto  I  saugh  a  man,  2155 

"Which  that  I  [nevene]  naught  ne  can  ; 
But  he  somed  for  to  be 
A  man  of  greet  auctoritee  .  ,  ,     (1068^  2158 

{Unfinished.) 


THE  LEGEND  OF  GOOD  WOMEN. 


Text  A  {Earlier  Vei'sion). 
The  prologe  of  Ax.  goode  Winunen. 

A  THOUSAND   sj-thes  liave   I  herd  men 

teUe, 
That  ther  is  joye  in  heven,  and  peyne  in 

hellc  ; 
And  I  acorde  ^vel  that  hit  he  so  ; 
But  natheles,  this  wot  I  wel  also, 
That  ther  nis  noon  that  dwelleth  in  this 

contree,  5 

That  either  hath  in  helle  or  heven  y-he, 
Ne  maj'  of  hit  non  other  weyes  witen, 
But  as  he  hath  herd  seyd,  or  founde  hit 

^^'l•iten  ; 
For  by  assay  ther  may  no  man  hit  preve. 
But  goddes  forbode,  but  men  shukle  leve 
Wel  more  thing  then  men  han  seen  with 

ye !  II 

Men  shal  nat  wenen  evei-j'-thing  a  lye 
For  that  he  seigh  it  nat  of  yore  ago. 
God  wot,  a  thing  is  never  the  lesse  so 

Thogh  every  wight  ne  may  hit  nat  y-see. 
Bernard  the  monk  ne  saugh  nat  al,  parde ! 

Tlian  mote  we  to  bokes  that  we  finde, 
Tlirough  which  that  olde  thinges  been  in 

minde, 
And  to  the  doctrine  of  these  olde  wyse, 
Yeven  credence,  in  every  skilful  wyse,  20 
And  trowen  on  these  olde  aproved  stories 
Of  holinesse,  of  regnes,  of  victories, 
Of  love,  of  hate,  of  other  sundry  thinges. 
Of  whiche  I  may  not  maken  rehersinges. 
And  if  that  olde  bokes  were  a-weye,        25 
Y-loren  were  of  remembraunce  the  keye. 
Wel  oghte  us  than  on  olde  bokes  leve, 


Text  B  {Later  Version^. 
The  prologe  of  .«•.  goodc  ^^'imlnen. 

A  THOUSAXD   tymes  have  I  lierd  men 

telle. 
That  ther  is  joye  in  heven,  and  peyne  in 

helle ; 
And  I  acorde  wel  that  hit  is  so  ; 
Biit  natheles,  yit  wot  I  wel  also. 
That   ther    nis   noon    dwelling    in    this 

contree,  5 

That  either  hath  in  heven  or  helle  y-be, 
Ne  may  of  hit  non  other  weyes  witen. 
But  as  he  hath  herd  seyd,  or  founde  hit 

writen  ; 
For  by  assay  ther  may  no  man  hit  preve. 
But  god  forbede  but  men  shulde  leve     lu 
Wel  more  thing  then  men  han  seen  with 

ye! 
Men  shal  nat  wenen  every-thing  a  lye 
But-if  him-self  hit  seeth,  or  elles  dooth  ; 
For,   god  wot,  thing  is  never  the  lasse 

sooth,  14 

Thogh  every  wight  ne  may  hit  nat  y-see. 
Bernard  the  monk  ne  saugh  nat  al.  parde ! 

Than  mote  we  to  l)okes  that  we  linde. 
Through  which  that  olde  thinges  been  in 

minde, 
And  to  the  doctrine  of  these  olde  wyse, 
Yeve  credence,  in  every  skilt'ul  wyse,     20 
That  tellen  of  these  olde  approved  stories, 
Of  holinesse,  of  regnes,  of  victories. 
Of  love,  of  hate,  of  other  sundry  thinges. 
Of  whiche  I  may  not  maken  rehersinges. 
And  if  that  olde  bokes  were  a-weye,        25 
Y-loren  were  of  remembraunce  the  keye, 
Wel  oghte  us  than  honouren  and  belevo 
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Ther-as  tlier  is  non  other  assay  by  preve. 
And,  as  for  me,  though  that  my  wit  be 
Ij-te, 
Oil  bokes  for  to  rede  I  me  delyte,  30 

And  in  myn  herte  have  hem  in  reverence ; 

And  to  hem  yeve  swieh  lust  and  swich 

credence, 
That  ther  is  -vvel  unethe  game  noon 
That  from  my  bokes  make  me  to  goon. 
But  hit  be  other  up-on  the  haly-daj-,      35 
Or  elles  iu  the  joly  tyme  of  May  ; 

Whan  that  I  here  tlie  smale  foules  singe, 

And  that  the  floures  ginue  for  to  springe, 
Farwel  my  studie,  as  lasting  that  sesovin  ! 
Now  have  I  therto  this  condicioun     40 
That,  of  alle  the  floures  in  the  medc, 
Thau  love  I  most  these  floures  whyte  and 

rede, 
Swiche  as  men  caUen  daysies  in  our  tovui. 
To  hem  have  I  so  greet  affeeciouu,         44 
As  I  seyde  erst,  whan  comen  is  the  May, 
That  in  my  bed  ther  dawetli  me  no  day 
That  I  nam  up,  and  -walking  in  the  mode 
To  seen   these   iioui'es   ageiu  the   sonne 

sprede, 
^\'han  it  up-riseth  by  the  morwe  shene,  49 
The  longe  day,  thus  walking  in  the  greue. 
And  whan  the  sonne  ginneth  for  to  weste, 
Than  closeth  hit,  and  draweth  hit  to  reste. 
So  sore  hit  is  afered  of  the  night, 
Til  on  the  morwe,  that  hit  is  dayes  light. 
This  dayesye,  of  alle  floures  flour,  55 

Fullild  of  vertu  and  of  alle  honour, 
And  ever  >--lj'ke  fair  and  fresh  of  hewc, 
As  wel  in  winter  as  in  somer  ncwe, 


[Cf.  U.  5i-i,  above.] 
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These  bokes,  ther  we  han  non  other  preve. 
And  as  for  me,  thogh  that  I  can  but 

Ij-te, 
On  bokes  for  to  rede  I  me  delyte,  3" 

And    to    hem    yeve    I    feyth     and    tnl 

credence. 
And  in  myn  herte  have  hem  in  reverence 

So  hertely,  that  ther  is  game  noon 
Tliat  fro  niy  bokes  maketh  mc  to  goon. 
But  hit  be  seldom,  on  the  holyday  ;         35 
Save,  certeynly,  whan  that  the  month  of 

May 
Is   comen,    and   that   I   here   the   foules 

singe. 
And  that  the  floiu-es  ginnen  for  to  springe, 
Farwel  my  book  and  my  devocioiin  ! 

Now  have  I  than  swich  a  condicioun. 
That,  of  alle  the  floures  in  the  mede,     41 
Than  love  I  most  these  floures  whyte  and 

rede, 
Swiche  as  men  callen  daysies  in  our  toun. 
To  hem  have  I  so  greet  affeccioun,         44 
As  I  seyde  erst,  whan  comen  is  thje  May, 
Tliat  in  my  bed  ther  daweth  me  no  day 
That  I  nam  up,  and  walkiiig  in  the  mede 
To  seen  this  flour  ageiu  the  sonne  sprede, 
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Whan  hit  upryseth  erly  by  the  morwe  ; 
Tliat  blisful  sighte  sottueth  al  mj  sorwe. 
So  glad  am  I  whan  that  I  have  presence 
Of  hit,  to  doon  al  maner  reverence,         52 


As  she,  that  is  of  alle  floures  flour. 
Fulfilled  of  al  vertu  and  honour,  54 

And  ever  y-l,^•ke  fair,  aud  fresh  of  hewe  ; 
And  I  love  hit,  and  ever  y-lyke  newe, 
Aud  ever  shal,  til  that  myn  herte  dye  ; 
Al  swero  I  nat,  of  this  I  wol  iiat  lye, 
,  Ther  loved  no  wight  hotter  in  his  lyvc. 
And   whan   that   hit   is   eve,   I  renne 

blyve,  60 

As  sone  as  ever  the  sonne  ginneth  weste. 
To  seen  this  flour,  how  it  wol  go  to  reste. 
For  fere  of  night,  so  hateth  she  derknesse ! 
Hir  chere  is  i)leyuly  sprad  iu  the  bright- 

nesse 
Of  the  soune,  for  ther  hit  wol  imclose.  65 
Alias !  that  I  ue  Lad  English,  rymc  or 

prose. 
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Fain  wolde  I  preisen,  if  I  coude  aright ;  59 
But  wo  is  me,  hit  lyth  nat  ia  my  might  I 


For  wel  I  wot,  that  I'olli  han  hor-beforn 
Of  making  ropen,  and  lad  a-wey  the  com ; 
And    I    come    after,    glening    here    and 

there. 
And  am  fill  glad  if  I  may  fiudc  an  ere 
Of  any  goodly  word  that  they  han  left.  65 
And,  if  hit  happe  me  reherseu  eft 
That  they  han  in  her  fresshc  songes  sayd, 
I  hope  that  they  wil  nat  ben  evel  apaj'd, 
Sith  hit  is  seid  in  foithering  and  honour 
Of  hem  that  either  serven  leef  or  flour.  70 


Ivv-^ 


[Cf.  p.  354,  col.  2,  11.  188  196.] 
I'or  trusteth  wel,  I  ne  have  nat  under- 
take 
As  of  the  leef,  agej-n  the  flour,  to  make  ; 
Ne  of  the  flour  to  make,  ageyn  the  leef. 
No   more   than   of  the    corn   agejTi  the 
sheef.  * 

For,  as  to  me,  is  leefer  noon  ne  lother ;  75 
I  am  with-holde  yit  with  never  nother. 
I  not  who  serveth  leef,  ne  who  the  flour ; 
That  nis  nothing  the  entent  of  my  labour. 
For  this  werk  is  al  of  another  tunne,      79 
Of  olde  story,  er  swich  str\-f  was  begunne. 
But  wherfor  that  1  spak,  to  yeve  cre- 
dence 
To  bokes  olde  and  doon  hem  reverence, 
Is  for  men  shulde  aiitoritees  belcve, 
Ther   as  ther  Ij-th   non   other  assay  by 

preve. 
For  myn  entent  is,  or  I  fro  yow  fare,     85 
The  naked  text  in  English  to  declare 
Of  many  a  story,  or  elles  of  many  a  geste. 
As  autours  sej'n ;  leveth  hem  if  j'ow  leste ! 


Suffisant  this  flour  to  preyse  aright  I 
But  helpeth,  ye  that  han  conning  and 

might. 
Ye  lovei-s,  that  can  make  of  sentement  ;     • 
In  this  cas  oghte  ye  Le  diligent  70 

To  forthren  me  somwhat  in  my  labour, 
Whether  ye  ben  witli  the  leef  or  with  the 

floui-. 
For  wel  I  wot,  that  ye  han  her-bifom 
Of  making  ropen,  and  lad  awey  the  corn  ; 
And   I    come    after,   glening    here    and 

there,  75 

And  am  ful  glad  if  I  may  fiude  an  ere 
Of  any  goodly  word  that  ye  han  left. 
And  thogh  it  happen  me  rehercen  eft 
That  ye  han  in  your  fresshe  songes  sayd, 
For-bereth  me,  and  beth  nat  evel  apaj-d, 
Sin  that  j-e  see  I  do  hit  in  the  honour   8t 
Of  love,  and  eek  in  service  of  the  flour, 
"Whom   that   I   serve  as  I  have  wit  or 
I         might. 

She  is  the  clernesse  and  the  verray  light. 
That  in  tliis  derke  worlde  me  wj-nt  and 

ledeth,  85 

The  herte  in-with  my  sorowfol  brest  yow 

dredeth, 
/And  loveth  so  sore,  that  ye  ben  verrayly 
The  maistresse  of  my  wit,  and  nothing  I. 
My  word,  my  werk,  is  knit  so  in  your 

bonde. 
That,  as  an  harjie  obeyeth  to  the  honde  90 
And  maketh  hit  soune  after  his  finger- 

inge, 
Eight   so   mowe   ye    out   of    myn    hex'te 

bringe 
Swich  vois,  right  as  yow  list,  to  laughe 

or  pleyne. 
Be  ye  my  gj'de  and  lady  sovereyne  ; 
As  to  mj-n  erthly  god,  to  yow  I  calle,     95 
Bothe  in  this  werke  and  in  my  soi"\ves 

aUe. 
But  wherfor  that  I  spak,  to  give  cre- 
dence 
To  olde  stories,  and  doon  hem  reverence, 
And  that  men  mosten  more  thing  beleve 
Then  men  may  seen  at  eye  or  elles  prcvc? 

That  shal  I  sej'n,  whan  that  I  see  my 
tyme  ;  lui 

I  may  not  al  at  ones  speke  in  rynie. 
My  besy  gost,  that  thrusteth  alwcy  ncwe 
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Wlian  passed  was  almost  the  month  of 

May, 
And  i  had  romed,  al  the  someres  day,  90 
The  grene  medew,  of  which  that  I  yow 

tolde, 
Upon  the  fresshe  daysy  to  beholde, 
And  that  the  sonno  out  of  the  south  gan 

weste, 
And  closed  was  the  flour  and  goon   to 

reste 
For  derknesso  of  the  night,  of  wliich  she 

drcddc,  95 

Hoom   to   myn    hous    ful   swiftly   I   me 

spedde  ; 
And,  in  a  litol  erbor  that  I  have, 
Y-henched  newc  with  turves  fresshe  y- 

grave, 
I  bad  men  shulde  me  m3'  couche  make  ; 
For  deyutee  of  the  newe  someres  sake,  100 
I  bad  hem  strowe  floures  on  my  bed. 
Wlian  I  was  layd,  and  had  myn  eyen  hed, 
I  fel  a-slepe  with-in  an  houre  or  two. 
Me  mette  how  I  was  in  the  medew  tho, 
And  that  I  romed  in  that  same  gyse,     105 
To  seen  that  flovir,  as  ye  ban  herd  devyse. 
Fair   was   this   medew,   as  thoughte  me 

overal ; 
"With  floures  swote  enbrowded  was  it  al ; 

As   for  to  speke  of  gomme,  or  erbe,   or 

tree, 
'Comparisoun  may  noon  y-maked  be.     1 10 
For  hit  surmounted  ploynly  alle  odoures. 
And  eck  of  ricbe  beaute  alle  floures. 
J7orgeten  bad  the  erthe  his  pore  estat 
Of  winter,  that  him  naked  made  and  mat,' 
.And  with  his  swerd  of  cold  so  sore  had 

graved.  115 

Now  had  the  atempre  Sonne  al  that  re- 

leved. 
And  clothed  him  in  grene  al  newe  agajni. 
The  smale  foules,  of  the  seson  fayn. 
That  from  the  panter  and  tlie  net  ben 

soaped,  1 19 

L'pon  tlic  foubn-,  tliat  hem  made  a-wbaped 
-In  winter,  and  distroyed  liad  hir  brood, 


To  seen  this  flour  so  yong,  so  fresh  of 

hewe, 
Constreyned  me  with  so  gledy  desyr,    U15 
That  in  my  berte  I  fele  yit  the  fyr, 
That  made  me  to  ryse  er  hit  wer  day — 
And   this  was  now  the  firste  morwe  of 

May— 
With  dredful  herte  and  glad  devocioun, 
For  to  ben  at  the  resureccioun  1 10 

Of  this  flour,  whan  that  it  shuld  nnclose 
Agayn   the  Sonne,   that  roos  as  rede  as 

rose. 
That  in  the  brest  was  of  the  beste  tliat 

day. 
That  Agenores  doghter  ladde  away.      114 
[Cf.  p.  354,  col.  2,  11.  197-J10.] 


And  doun  on  knees  anon-right  I  mc  sette, 
And,  as  I  coude,  this  fresshe  flour  I  grettc ; 
Kneling  alwey,  til  hit  unclosed  was, 
Upon  tho  smale  softe  swote  gras. 
That  was  with  floures  swote  enbrouded  al, 

Of  swich    swetnesse    and    swich    odour 

over-al,  120 

S'hat,  for  to  speke  of  gommc,  or  herbe,  or 

tree, 
Comparisoun  may  noon  y-makcd  be  ; 
For  bit  surmounteth  pleynly  alle  odoures, 
And  eck  of  ricbe  beautoc  alle  floures. 
Forgeten  had  the  crthc  his  pore  estat  1J5 
Of  winter,  that  Iiim  naked  made  and  mat. 
And  with  his  swerd  of  cold  so  sore  g^eved ; 

Now  hath  the  atempre  Sonne  al  that  re- 

levcd 
Tliat  naked  was,  and  clad  hit  new  agayn. 
Tho  smale  foules,  of  the  seson  fayn,       130 
That  from  the  panter  and  the  net  ben 

scaped. 
Upon  the  fouler,  that  hem  made  a-whapod 
In  winter,  and  distroyed  had  hir  brood, 
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In  liis  despyt,  hem  thouglito  hit  did  hem 

good 
To  singe  of  him,  and  in  hir  song  dcspyse 
The  foule  cherl  that,  for  his  covetyse,  124 
Hud  hem  betrayed  with  his  sophistrj'C. 
This  was  hir  song — '  the  fouler  we  defye ! ' 
Somme  songen  [layes]  on  the  brannches 

clere 
Of  love  and  [May],  that  joj-e  hit  was  to 

here, 
In  worship  and  in  preysing  of  hir  make. 
And  of  the  newe  blisful  someres  sake,  130 


That  songen,  '  blissed  be  seynt  Valentyn  ! 
[For]  at  his  day  I  chees  yow  to  be  myn, 
With-outo  repenting,  mjni  herte  swete  !' 
And  therwith-al  hir  bekes  gonnen  mete. 
•f-They   diile   honour   and    humble   obei- 
saunees,  135 

And  after  diden  other  observaunces 

Right  [plesing]  un-to  love  and  to  natui'e  ; 
So  ech  of  hem  [doth  wel]  to  creatvire.       — 
This    song    to    herkne   I    dide    al  myn 
entente,  139 

I'or-why  I  mette  I  wiste  what  they  mente. 


In  liis  despyt,  hem  thoughte  hit  did  hem 
good  134 

To  singe  of  him,  and  in  hir  song  despyse 
The  foule  cherl  that,  for  his  covetyse, 
Had  hem  betrayed  with  his  sophistryc. 
This  was  hir  song — '  the  fouler  we  defyp. 
And  al  his  craft  I '    And  somme   songen 
clerc  139 

Layes  of  love,  that  j">ye  hit  was  to  here, 

In  worshipinge  and  preisinge  of  hir  make. 
And,  for  the  newe  blisful  somers  sake. 
Upon  the  braunches  ful  of  blosmes  softe. 
In  hir  delyt,  they  turned  hem  ful  ofte,  144 
And  songen,  '  blessed  be  seynt  Valentyn  ! 
For  on  his  day  I  chees  yow  to  be  myn, 
Withouten  repenting,  myn  herte  swete  ! ' 
And  therwith-al  hir  bekes  gonnen  mete, 
Yelding  honour  and  hvimble  obeisaunces 

To    love,    and    diden    hir    other    obser- 
vaunces 150 
That  longeth  unto  love  and  to  nature  ; 
Construeth  that  as  yow  list,  I  do  no  cure. 
And   tho   that  hadde    doon    tinkinde- 
nesse — 
As  dooth  the  tydif,  for  new-fangelnesse — 
Besoghte  mercy  of  hir  trespassinge,      155 
And  humblely  songen  hir  repcntinge, 
And  sworen  on  tho  lilosmos  to  be  trewe. 
So  that  hir  makes  wolde  tipon  hem  rewe, 
And  at  the  laste  maden  hir  acord. 
(Al  founde  they  Dattnger  for   a  tyme  a 
lord,  160 
Yet   Pitee,   through   his   stronge    gentil 

might, 
Forgaf,  and  made  Mercy  passen  Right, 
Through  innocence  and  rtiled  curtesye. 
{ But  I  no  clepe  nat  innocence  folye. 

No  fals  pitee,  for  '  vertu  is  the  mene,'   165 
I  As  Etilv.  saitli,  in  swich  manere  I  mene. 
And  thus  thise  foules,  voide  of  al  malyce, 
Acordeden  to  love,  and  laften  vyce 
Of  hate,  and  songen  alle  of  oon  acord, 
'  Welcome,    somor,    our    governotu."    and 
lord  ! '  iro 

Anil  Zephirns  and  Flora  gentilly 
Yaf  to  the  floures,  softe  and  tenderlj-, 
Hir  swote  breth,  and  made  hem  for  to 

sprede, 
As  god  and  goddesse  of  the  floury  medo ; 


>\ 
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[Cf.  p.  351,  col.  I,  U,  71-80.] 


{Cf.  p.  352,  col  I,  11.  93-106.] 


Til  at  the  laste  a  larke  song  a'lx)ve  :  141 
'  I  see,'  quod  she,  '  the  mighty'  god  of  love  ! 
Lo  !   yond  he  cometh,   I  see  his  ■winges 

sprede  ! ' 
Tho  gan  I  loken  endelong  the  mede, 


In  -which  me  thoghte  I  mighte,  day  by 
day,  ,-5 

Dwellen  alwey,  the  joly  month  of  May, 
Withonten     sleep,    withoiiten    mete    or 

drinke. 
A-donn  ful  softely  I  gan  to  sinke  ; 
And,   leninge  on   myn   elbowe  and   my 
syde,  i;9 

The  longe  day  I  shoop  me  for  to  abyde 
For  nothing  elles,  and  I  shal  nat  lye, 
Bnt  for  to  loke  upon  the  dayesye. 
That  wel  by  reson  men  hit  calle  may 
The  '  dayesye  '  or  elles  the  '  ye  of  day,' 
The  emperice  and  flour  of  floures  alle.  1S5 
I  pray  to  god  that  faire  mot  she  falle. 
And  alle  that  loven  floures,  for  hir  sake  ! 
But  natheles,  ne  wene  nat  that  I  make 
In  pre3'sing  of  the  flour  agayn  the  leef, 
No   more   than  of  the   corn   agayn   the 
sheef :  190 

For,  as  to  me,  nis  lever  noon  ne  lother  ; 
I  nam  with-holden  yit  with  never  uother. 
Ne  I  not  who  serveth  leef,  ne  who  the 

flour ; 
Wel  brouken  they  hir  service  or  labour  ; 
For  this  thing  is  al  of  another  tonne,    ujg 
Of  olde  story,   er   swich   thing   was  be- 
gonne. 
Whan  that  the  sonne  out  of  the  south 
gan  weste, 
And  that  this  flour  gan  close  and  goon  to 

reste 
For  derknesse  of  the  night,  the  which  she 

dredde, 
Hoom  to   myn   hous    iul    swiftly   I   mo 
spedde  iix) 

To  goon  to  rcste,  and  erly  for  to  ryse, 
To  seen  this  flour  to  sprede,  as  I  devyse. 
And,  in  a  litel  herber  that  I  have. 
That  benched  was  on  turves  fresshc  y- 
grave,  204 

I  bad  men  sholde  me  my  couche  make  ; 
For  deyntee  of  the  newe  someres  sake, 
I  bad  hem  strawen  floures  on  my  bed. 
Wlian   I  was  leyd,   and  had  myn  eyen 

hed, 
I  fcl  on  slope  in-with  an  houre  or  two  ; 
Me  mette  how  I  laj'  in  the  medew  tho,  210 
To  seen  this  flour  that  I  so  love  and  drede. 

And  from  a-fer  com  walking  in  the  mede 
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And  saw  him  come,  and  iu  his  hond  a 
quene,  145 

Clothed  in  ryal  abite  al  of  grene. 
A  fret  of  gold  she  hadde  next  liir  heer, 
And  up-on  that  a  whyt  connin  she  beer 
With  many  floures,  and  I  shal  nat  lye  ; 
For  al  the  world,  right  as  the  daj'esye  150 
I-coroned  is  with  whyto  Icves  Ij^te, 
Swieh   were   the   floures   of    hir   coroun 

whyte. 
For  of  o  perle  fyn  and  oriental 
Hir  whyte  coroun  was  y-maked  al ; 
For  which  the  whyte  coroun,  above  tlie 
g'-enc,  ;55 

Made  hir  lyk  a  daysie  for  to  sene, 
Considered  eek  the  fret  of  gold  above. 

Y-clothed  was  this  mighty  god  of  love 
Of  silk,  y-brouded  I'ul  of  grcne  greves  ; 
A  garlond  on  his  heed  of  rose-levcs      160 
Steked  al  with  lilie  floures  newe  ; 
But  of  his  face  I  can  nat  seyn  the  hewe. 


For  sekirlj-  his  face  shoon  so  brighte, 

That  with  the  gleem  a-stoned  was  the 
sighte  ;  164 

A  furlong-wey  I  mighte  him  nat  beholde. 

But  at  the  laste  in  hande  I  saw  him 
holde 

Two  fyry  dartes,  as  the  gledes  rode  ; 

And  aungellich  his  wenges  gan  he  sprede. 

And  al  be  that  men  seyn  that  blind  is  he, 
Al-gate  me  thovighte  ho  mighte  wel  y-see  ; 
For  stern oly  on  me  he  gan  biholde,        171 
So  that  his  loking  doth  mj-n  herte  coldo. 
And   by   the   hande   he   held   the   noble 

quene, 
Corounod  with  whyto,  and  clothed  al  in 

grene, 
So  womanly,  so  benigno,  and  so  meke,    175 
That  in  this  world,  thogh  that  men  wolde 

seke, 
Half  hir  beautee  shiilde  men  nat  finde 
In  creature  that  forniod  is  V)y  kintle, 
Hir  name  was  Alceste  the  debonayre  ; 
I  prey  to  god  that  ever  falle  she  fayre  I    180 
For  ne  hadde  confort   been   of  hir  pre- 
sence, 
1  had  be  deed,  withouten  any  defence, 


The   god   of  love,   and   in   his   hande   a 

quene ; 
And  she  was  clad  in  real  habit  grene. 
A  fret  of  gold  she  hadde  next  hir  heer,  215 
And  upon  that  a  whyt  coroun  slie  beer 
With  florouns  smale,  and  I  shal  nat  lye  ; 
For  al  the  world,  ryght  as  a  dayesyo 
Y-corouned  is  with  whyte  leves  Ij'te,    219 
So    were    the    florouns    of    hir    coroun 

whyte. 
For  of  o  perle  fjTie,  oriental, 
Hir  whyte  coroun  was  y-maked  al ; 
For  which  the  whyto  coroun,  aVxjve  the 

grene. 
Made  hir  lyk  a  daysio  for  to  sene, 
Considered  eek  hir  fret  of  gold  alxjve.  22$ 

Y-clothed  was  this  ftiightj'  god  of  love 
In  silke,  enbrouded  ful  of  grene  groves, 
In-with  a  fret  of  rede  rose-loves, 
•The   fresshest   sin   the   world   was    first  ^ 

bigonne.  229     ' 

His  gilte  heer  was  corouned  with  a  sonne, 
In-stede  of  gold,  for  hevinesse  and  wighte 
Therwith  me  thoughte  his  face  shoon  so 

brighte 


:J 


That  wel  unnethes  mighte  I  him  beholde  ; 
And  in  his  hande  me  thoughte  I  saugh 

him  holde 
Two  fyry  dartes,  as  the  gledes  rede  ;      235 
And^aungcllyko    his    wingos    saugh     I 

sprede. 
And  al  be  that  men  seyn  that  blind  is  he, 
Al-gate  me  thoughte  that  he  mighte  see ; 

For  stemely  on  me  he  gan  biholde, 

So  that  his  loking  doth  myn  herte  colde. 
And   by  the   hande   he   held  this   noble 

quene,  .>4i 

Corouned  with  whj-te,  and  clothed  al  in 

grene, 
So  womanly,  so  benigno,  and  so  moke, 
That  in  this  world,  thogh  that  men  wolde 

seke, 
Half  hir  beautee  shulde  men  nat  finde  J45 
In  creature  that  formed  is  by  kinde. 
[Cf.  p.  357,  col.  2,  11.  -'76  9.J 
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For  clrede  of  Loves  wordes  and  Lis  cbere, 

As,  wliau  tyme  is,  lier-af'ter  ye  shal  here. 

Byhiud  this  god  of  hive,  uj>oii  this  greue, 

I  saw  comiiige  of  ladj'es  nyuteue  186 

lu  ryal  abite,  a  ful  esy  pas, 

And  after  hem  com  of  wemen  swich  a  tras 

That,  siu  that  god  Adam  made  of  erthe, 

The  thredde  part  of  wemeiijiie  theferthe, 

Ne  ■\vende  I  nat  by  possibilitee  191 

Hadden  ever  in  this  workl  y-be  ; 

Aud  trewe   of  lovo    thise    wenien   were 

echoon. 
Now  whether  was  that  a  wonder  thing 

or  noon. 
That,   right  anoon   as   that   they  gonne 

espye  195 

Tliis  flour,  which  that  I  clepe  the  dayesye, 
Ful  sodeinly  they  stinten  alle  at-ones. 
And   kneled   adoun,   as   it   were  for  the 

nones. 
Aud  after  that  they  wenten  in  eompas, 
Daunsinge  aboute  this  flour  an  esy  pas,  200 
And  songen,  as  it  were  in  carole-wyse, 
This  balade,  which  that  I  shal  yow  devyse. 


Balade. 
Hyd,  Absolon,  thy  gilte  tresses  clere  ; 
Ester,  ley  thou  thy  meknesse  al  a-doun ; 
Hj'd,  Jonathas,  al  thy  frendly  nianere ;  205 
Penalopee,  and  Marcia  Catoun, 
Mak  of  your  wyf  hod  no  comparisons  ; 
Hj'de  ye  your  beautes,  Isoude  and  Eleyne, 
Alceste  is  here,  that  al  that  may  desteyne. 

Thy  faire  bodye,  lat  hit  nat  appere,       2i(j 
Lavyue ;    and   thou,    Lvicresse   of    Rome 

toun, 
And  Polixene,  that  boghte  lovo  so  dere, 
Eek  Cleopatre,  with  al  thy  passioun, 
Hj-de  ye  your  tiouthc  in  lovo  and  your 

reuoun  ; 
And  thou,  Tisbc,  that  hast  for  love  swich 

peyue  :  215 

Alceate  is  here,  that  al  that  may  desteyne. 

Herro,  Dido,  Laudomia,  alle  in-fere, 
Eek  Phyllis,  hanging  for  thy  Demophoun, 
And  Canace,  espyed  by  thy  chere, 
Ysiphile,  betrayed  with  Jasoun,  220 


[Cf.  p.  357,  col.  2,  11.  280-296.] 


And  therfor  may  I  seyn,  as  thinketh  me, 
This  song,  in  preysing  of  this  lady  fre. 


#•  Balade. 

Hyd,  Absolon,  thy  gilte  tresses  clere  ;  249 
Ester,  ley  thou  thy  meknesse  al  a-doiin ; 
Hyd,  Jonathas,  al  thy  frendly  manere  ; 
Penalopee,  and  Marcia  Catoun, 
Mak  of  your  wythod  no  comi^arisoun  ; 
Hyde  ye  your  beautes,  Isoude  and  Eleyne, 
My  lady  cometh,  that  al  this  may  dis- 
teyne.  255 

Thy  faire  body,  lat  hit  nat  appere, 
Lavync ;    and   thou,    Lucresse    of    Rome 

toun. 
And  Polixene,  that  boghten  love  so  dere, 
And  Cleopatre,  with  al  thy  passioun, 
Hyde  ye  your  trouthe  of  love  and  your 

renoun  ;  260 

And  thou,  Tisbe,  that  hast  of  love  swich 

peyne ; 
My  lady  cometh,  that  al  this  maj'  dis- 

teync. 

Herro,  Dido,  Laudomia,  alle  y-fere, 
And  Phyllis,  hanging  for  thy  Dcmoxihomi, 
And  Canace,  espyed  by  thy  chere,  265 

Ysiphile,  betrayscd  with  Jasoun, 
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Alak  of  yonr  tronthc  iu  love  no  boKt  no 

soun  ; 
Xor  Ypermistre  or  Adriano,  ne  ple^Tio  ; 
Alceste  is  here,  that  al  that  may  destejTie. 


Whan  that  this  balade  al  j'-songen  was, 


[Cf.  pp.  355-6.  col.  I,  11.  179-198.] 


ITpon  the  softe  and  swote  grene  gras,    225 
They  setten  hem  ful  softely  adoun, 
Bj'  ordre  alle  iu  compas,  alle  enveroiin. 
First  sat  the  god  of  love,  and  than  this 

quene 
With  the  whyte  coronn,  clad  in  grene  ; 
And  sithen  al  the  remenant  by  and  by, 
As  they  were  of  degree,  ful  curteisly ;     231 


Maketh  of  yoiir  troutlic  neyther  boost  ne 

Sonii  ; 
Xor  Y|)crniistro  or  Adriane,  ye  tweyne  ; 
My  lady  cometh,  that  al  this  may  dis- 

teyne. 

This  balade  may  fnl  wel  y-songen  be,  270 
.^  I  have  soyd  erst,  by  my  ladj'  free  : 
For  certeynly,  alle  these  mow  nat  stiffj-se 
To  apperen  with  my  lad5-  in  no  wyse. 
For  as  the  sonne  wol  the  fyr  disteyne, 
So  passeth  al  my  lady  sovereyne,  ^75 

That  is  so  good,  so  fair,  so  debonaire ; 
I  prej'  to  god  that  ever  falle  hir  fairs  ! 
For,  nadde  comfort  been  of  hir  presence, 
I  had  ben  deed,  withouten  any  defence. 
For  drcde  of  Loves  wordes  and  his  chore; 
As,  when  tyme  is,  her-after  ye  shal  here. 
Behind  this  god  of  love,  npon  the  grene, 
I  saugh  cominge  of  ladyes  nyntene 
In  real  habit,  a  fnl  esy  paas  ; 
And  after  hem  com   of  women  swich  a 

traas,  285 

Tliat,   sin  that  god  Adam  had  maad  of 

erthe. 
The   thridde   part   of  mankj-nd,   or   the 

fertile, 
Ne  wende  I  nat  by  possibilitee. 
Had  ever  in  this  wyde  worlde  y-be  ; 
And   trewe   of  love    thise   women   were 

echoon.  290 

Xow  whether  was  that  a  wonder  thing 

or  noon. 
That,   right   anoon   as   that   they  gonne 

espye 
This  flour,  which  that  I  clepe  the  dayesye, 
Ful  sodeinly  they  stinten  alle  at  ones, 
And   kneled   donn,    as   it    were   for    the 

nones,  295 

And  songen  with  o  vois,  '  Hele  and  honour 
To  trouthe  of  womanhed^,  and  to  this  flour 
That  berth  our  aider  pi-ys  in  figuringe  ! 
Hir  whyte  coronn  berth  the  witnessinge !' 
And    with    that    word,    a-compas    en- 

viroun,  300 

They  setten  hem  ful  softely  adoun. 
First  sat  the  god  of  love,   and  sith  his 

quene 
With  the  wh>-te  coronn.  clad  in  grene  ; 
And  sithen  al  the  remenant  by  and  by, 
As  they  were  of  estaat,  ful  curteisly ;     305 


358 


ZH  Begen^  of  (Boob  (Bomen. 


Ne  nat  a  word  was  spoken  in  the  place 
The  monntance  of  a  furlong-wey  of  space. 

I,  lening  faste  by  imder  a  bente, 
Abood,  to  knowen  what  this  pople  mente, 
As  stille  as  any  stoon  ;  til  at  the  laste,    236 
The  god  of  love  on  me  his  eye  caste, 
And  seyde,    '  who   resteth    ther  ? '  and  I 

answcrde 
I'n-to  his  axing,  whan  that  I  him  herde. 
And  seyde,  '  sir,  hit  am  I ';  and  cam  him 

neer,  240 

■  And  salued  him.     Quod  he, '  what  dostow 

heer 
In  my  presence,  and  that  so  boldely  ? 
For  it  were  better  worth,^%  ti'cwely, 
A  werm    to   comen    in    my   sight    than 

thou.' 
Vy  '  '  And   why,    sir,'   quod  I,    '  and  hit  Ij^ke 

yow  ? '  245 

'  For  thou,'  quod  he,  '  art  ther-to  nothing 

able. 
My  servaunts  been  alle  wyse  and  honour- 
able. 
'     Thou  art  my  m^ortal  fo,  and  me  warreyest. 

And  of  myne  olde  servaunts  thou  mis- 

seyest, 
And  hinderest  hem,  with  thy  translacioun , 
And  lettest  folk  to  han  devocioun  25 1 

To  serven  me,  and  haldest  hit  folye 
r  To  troste   on   me.     Thou   mayst  liit  nat 

denye ; 
For   in  pleyn   text,    hit    nedeth    nat    to 

glose. 
Thou  hast  translated  the  Eomauns  of  the 

Hose,  255 

That  is  an  heresye  ageyns  my  lawe, 
And  makest  wyse  folk  fro  me  withdrawe. 
And  thinkcst  in  thy  wit,  that  is  ful  cool. 
That  he  nis  but  a  verray  propre  fool 
That    loveth    paramours,   to  harde   and 

hote.  260 

Wei  wot  I  ther-by  thoii  beginnest  dote 
As  olde  foles,  whan  hir  spirit  fayleth  ; 
Than  blame  they  folk,  and  wite  nat  what 

hem  ayleth. 
Hast  thou  nat  mad  in  English  eek  the 

hook 
How  that  Crisseyde  Troilus  forsook,      265 
In  shewinge  how  that  women  han  don 

mis? 


Ne  nat  a  word  was  spoken  in  the  place 
The  monntance  of  a  furlong-wey  of  space. 
I  kncUng  by  this  flour,  in  good  entente 
Abood,  to  knowen  what  this  peple  mente. 
As  stille  as  any  stoon  ;  til  at  the  laste,  310 
This  god  of  love  on  me  his  eyen  caste, 
And  se^'de,  '  who  kneleth  ther  ? '  and  T 

answerde 
Unto  his  asking,  whan  that  I  hit  herde. 
And  seyde,  '  sir,  hit  am  I ' ;  and  com.  him 

neer. 
And  salued  him.    Quod  he,  '  what  dostow 

heer  315 

So  nigh  mj'n  owne  flour,  so  boldely  ? 

For  it  were  better  worthy,  trewelv, 

«  *  * 

A  worm  to  neghen   neer  my  flour  than 

thou.' 
'And  why,   sir,'  quod  I,    'and   hit   lyko 

yow  ? ' 
'  For  thou,'  quod  he,  '  art  ther-to  nothing 

able.  320 

Hit  is  my  relik,  digne  and  delytable,    ' 

And  thou  my  fo,  and  al   my  folk  wer- 

reyest. 
And  of  myn   olde   servaunts   thou   mis- 

seyest. 
And  hindrest  hem,  with  thy  translacioun, 
And  lettest  folk  from  hir  devocioun        325 
To  servo  me,  and  boldest  hit  f(jlye 
To  serve  Love.   Thou  mayst  hit  nat  denye ; 

For   in   pleyn    text,  with-outon  nede   of 

glose. 
Thou  hast  translated  the  Romaunce  of 

the  Hose, 
That  is  an  heresye  ageyns  my  lawe,      330 
And  makest  wyse  folk  fro  me  withdrawe. 


And  of  Criseyde  thou  hast  seyd  as  thee 

liste, 
That  maketh  men  to  wommen  lasse  triste. 
That  ben  as  trewe  as  ever  was  any  steel. 


(Iptofoguc.    {'Zvoo  (Peretone.) 
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B\it  natheles,  €inswcro  me  now  to  tliis, 
Why  noldost  thou  as  wel  hau  soyd  good- 

nesse 
Of  wemen,as  thou  hast  seyd  wikkednesse? 
Was  ther  no  good  matere  in  thy  minde, 
Ke  in  alio  thy  bokes  coudest  thoii   nat 

findo  271 

Sum  story  of  wemen  that  were  goode  and 

trewe? 
Yis  !  god  wot,  sixty  bokes  olde  and  newe 
Hast  thou  thy-self,    alio   fulle  of  stories 

grete, 
That    bothe    Komains    and    eek    Grekes 

trete  275 

Of  sundry   ■wemen,  which  lyf  that  they 

laddf, 
And  ever  an  hundred  gode   agejTi  oon 

badde. 
This  knoweth  god,  and  alle  clerkes  eke, 
That  usen  swiche  materes  for  to  seke.  279 
What  seith  Valerie,  Titus,  or  Claudian  ? 
What  seith  Jerome  ageyns  Jovinian  ? 
How    clene    maydens,    and    how    trewe 

wyves,  282 

How  stedfast  widwes  during  al  hir  lyves, 
Telleth  Jerome  ;  and  that  nat  of  afewe, 
But,  I  dar  sej-n,  an  hundred  on  a  rewe  ; 
Tliat  hit  is  pitee  for  to  rede,  and  routhe. 
The  wo  that  thoy  enduren  for  hir  trouthe. 
For  to  hir  love  were  they  so  trewe, 
That,    rather    than   they   wolde   take  a 

newe. 
They  chosen  to  be  dede  in  siuidry  wyse. 
And  deyden,  as  the  story  wol  devysc ;    291 
And  some  were  brend,  and  some  were  cut 

the  hals, 
^nd  some  dreynt,  for  they  wolden  nat  be 

fals. 
For  alle  koped  they  hir  maydcnhed, 
Or  elles  wedlok,  or  hir  widwehed.  295 

And  this  thing  was   nat  kept  for  holi- 

nesse. 
But  al  for  verray  vertu  and  clennesse. 
And  for  men  shulde  sette  on  hem  no  lak ; 
And  yit  they  weren  hethen,  al  the  pak, 
That  were  so  sore  adrad  of  alle  shame.  300 
These  olde  wemen  kepte  so  hir  name, 
That  in  this  world  I  trow  men  shal  nat 

finde 
A  man  that  coude  be  so  trewe  and  kinde, 
As  was  the  leste  woman  in  that  tyde. 


Of  thyn  answerc  avyse  thee  right  weel.' 


360 


Z^t  jSegenli  of  (Booi  (H)oincn. 


TSTiat  seith  also  tlie  epistels  of  Ovyde  305 
Of  trewe  M^'n'cs,  and  of  hir  labour? 
■\^^lat  Vincent,  in  his  Storial  Mirour? 
Eek   fil  the   world  of  autours  maj'stow 

here, 
Cristen  and  hethen,  trete  of  swich  matere  ; 
It  nedeth  nat  alday  thus  for  t'endyte.  310 
But  yit  I  sey,  what  eyleth  thee  to  wryte 
The  draf  of  stories,  and  forgo  the  corn  ? 
By  soLnt  Venus,  of  whom  that  I  was  born. 
Although   [that]   thou   renej'ed  hast  my 

lay, 
As  othere  olde  foles  many  a  day,  315 


Thou  shalt  repente  hit,  that  hit  shal  he 

sene  ! ' 
Than    spak    Alceste,     the    worthieste 

quene, 
And  seyde,  '  god,  right  of  your  curtesye, 
Ye  moten  herknen  if  he  can  replye 
Agpyns  these  points  that  ye  han  to  him 

nieved  ;  320  • 

A  god  ne  sholde  nat  be  thus  agreved, 
But  of  his  deitee  he  shal  be  stable, 
And  therto  rightful  and  eek  merciable. 
He  shal  nat  lightfully  his  yre  wreke    324 
Or  he  have  herd  the  tother  party  sjieke. 
Al  ne  is  nat  gospel  that  is  to  j'ow  plejnied  ; 
The    god    of   love    herth    many    a  tale 

y-feyned. 
For  in  your  court  is  many  a  losengeour, 
And  many  a  qneynto  totelere  accusonr, 
That  tabonren  in  your  eres  many  a  thing 
For  hate,  or  for  jelous  imagining,  331 

And  for  to  han  with  yow  som  daliaunce. 
Envye(Iprey  to  god  yeve  hir  mischaunce !) 

Is  lavender  in  the  grete  coiirt  alway. 
For  she  ne  parteth,  neitlier  night  ne  day, 
Out   of  the   hous   of  Cesar ;    thus  seith 

Dante ;  336 

"Wlio-so  that  gotli,  alwey  she  moot  [nat] 

wante. 
This   man   to   yow    may    wrongly    been 

accused, 
Ther  as  by  riglit  him  oghte  been  excused. 
Or  clles,  sir,  for  tliat  this  man  is  nyce,  340 
He  may  translate  a  thing  in  no  malj'ce, 
But  for  he  useth  bokes  for  to  make, 


For,  thogh  that  thou  reneyed  hast   my 
lay,  336 

As  other  wrecches  han  doon  many  a  day. 
By  seynt  V^onus,  that  my  modor  is. 
If  tliat  thou  live,    thou   shalt  repenten 

this 
So  cruelly,  that  hit  shal  wel  be  sene  ! '  340 

Tho  spak  this  lady,  clothed  al  in  grene, 

"And  seyde,  'god,  right  of  your  curtes.ye, 
Ye  moten  herknen  if  he  can  replye 
Agayns    al    this    that   ye    han    to    him 

meved  ; 
A  god  ne  sholde  nat  be  thus  agreved,  345 
But  of  his  deitee  he  shal  be  stable, 
And  therto  gracious  and  merciable. 
And  if  ye  nere  a  god,  that  knowen  al, 
Tlian  mighteliit  be,  as  I  yowtellen  shal ; 
This   man   to  you   may  falsly   been   ac- 
cused, 350 
Ther  as  by  right  him  oghte  been  excused 
For  in  your  court  is  many  a  losengeour, 
And  many  a  qucynte  totelere  accusour, 
That  tabouren  in  your  eres  many  a  soun, 
Bight  after  hir  imaginacioun,  355 
To  have  your  daliance,  and  for  envye  ;   . 
These  been  the  causes,  and  I  shall  nat 

lye. 
Envye  is  lavender  of  the  court  alway  ■, 
For  she  ne  parteth,  neither  night  ne  day, 
Out   of  the   hons    of  Cesar ,-    thus   seith 
Dante ;  7,60 

Who-so   that   goth,    algate   she   wol    nat 
wante. 

[Cf.  11.  350-1  above.] 


And  eek,  paraunter,  for  this  man  is  nyce, 
He  mighte  doon  hit,  gessing  no  malyce, 
But  for  he  useth  thinges  for  to  make  ; 


' 


CProfogue.     CZroo  (Dcvoiorxe.) 
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Anil  takth  non  heed  of  what  matere  he 

take  ; 
Therfor    he    wroot    the    Rose    and    ctjk 

Crisseyde 
Of  innocence,  and  niste  what  he  seyde  ; 
Or  himwasboden  make  tliiUto  tweye    346  1 
Of  som  persone,  and  dui-ste  hit  nat  with-  1 

seyo  ; 
For  hahath  writen  many  a  book  er  this. 
He  ne  hath  nat  doon  so  grevously  amis 
To  translaten  that  olde  clerkes  wi'j'ten,  350 
As  thogh  that  he  of  malice  wolde  endyten 
Despyt   of  lovo,    and   hatlde   hini-self  y- 

.wroght. 
This  shukle  a  right^vys  h>rd  han  iu  his 

thoght, 
And  nat  be  lyk  tiraiints  of  Liimbardye, 
That  usen  wilfulhed  and  tirannye,        355 
For  he  that  king  or  lord  is  naturel, 
Him  oghte  nat  be  tiraunt  ne  crviel, 
As  is  a  fermour,  to  doon  the  harm  he  can. 
He  moste  thinke  hit  is  his  lige  man, 
And  that  him  owetli,  of  verray  diietee,  360 
Shewen  his  peple  pleyu  benignitee, 
And  wel  to  here  hir  excusaciouns, 
And  hir  compleyntes  and  pcticiouns. 
In  duewe  tymo,  whan  tlioy  shal  hit  profre. 
This  is  the  sentence  of  the  philosophre  : 
A  king  to  kepe  his  liges  in  jiistyce  ;         366 
With-outen  donte,  that  is  his  offyce. 
And  therto  is  a  king  ful  depe  y-sworn, 
Fid  many  an  hundi-ed  winter  heer-bifom  ; 
And  for  to  kepe  his  lordes  hir  degree,    370 
As  hit  is  right  and  skilt'ul  that  they  be 
Enhaunced    and     hononred,    and "  most 

dere — 
For  they  ben  half-goddes  in  this  world 

here — 
This  shal  he   doon,  bothe  to  pore  [and] 

riche, 
Al  be  that  her  estat  be  nat  a-liche,        375 
And  han  of  pore  folk  compassionn. 
For  If),  the  gentil  kind  of  the  lionn  ! 
For  whan  a  flye  oft'endeth  him  or  byteth, 
He  with  his  tayl  awey  the  flye  smyteth 
Al  esily;  for,  of  his  genterye,  380 

Him  deynetli  nat  to  wreke  him  on  a  flye, 
As  doth  a  curre  or  elles  another  beste. 
In  noble  corage  oghte  been  areste. 
And  weyen  every  thing  by  equitee, 
And  ever  han  reward  to  his  owen  degree. 


Him  rekketh  noght  of  what  matere  he 
take ;  365 


Or  him  was  boden  maken  tliilke  tweye 
Of  som  xiersonc,  and  durste  liit  nat  with- 

seye  ; 
Or  him  repenteth  utterly  of  this. 
He  ne  hath  nat  doon  so  grt-vously  amis 
Totranslatpn  that  olde  clerkes  wryten,  370 
As  thogh  that  he  of  malice  wolde  endyton 
Despyt   of  love,    and    had    him-self   hit 

wroght. 
This  shulde  a  rightwys  lord  have  iu  lus 

thoght, 
And  nat  ))e  lyk  tirannts  of  Lumbardye, 
Tlian  han  no  reward  biit  at  tirannye.     375 
For  he  that  king  or  lord  is  natnrel. 
Him  oghte  nat  be  tiraunt  ne  crael. 
As  is  a  fermour,  to  doon  thehai-m  he  can. 
He  moste  thinke  hit  is  his  lige  man, 


And  is  his  tresoixr,  and  his  gold  in  cofre. 
This  is  the  sentence  of  the  philosophre:  381 
A  king  to  kepe  his  liges  in  justyce  ; 
With-outen  doute,  that  is  his  offyce. 


Al  wol  he  kepe  his  lordes  hir  degree, 

As  hit  is  right  and  skilful  that  they  be  385 

Enliaunced    and     honoured,    and    most 

dere — 
For  they  ben  half-goddes  in  this  world 

here — 
Yit  mot  he  doon  bothe  right,  to  pore  and 

riche, 
Al  bo  that  hir  estat  be  nat  y-Hcho, 
And  han  of  pore  folk  compassionn.       390 
For  lo,  the  gentil  kynd  of  the  leoun  ! 
For  whan  a  flye  oft'endeth  him  or  byteth. 
He  with  his  tayl  awey  the  flye  smyteth 
Al  esily  ;  for,  of  his  genterye,  394 

Hini  deyneth  nat  to  wreke  him  on  a  flye, 
As  doth  a  curre  or  elles  another  beste. 
In  noble  corage  oghte  been  areste. 
And  wej-en  every  thing  by  equitee. 
And  ever  han  reward  to  his  owen  degree. 


N  3 
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^^e  Bt^tnt  of  «3oo^  (pDomen. 


For,  sir,  hit  is  110  maystrie  for  a  lord    386 
To  dampne  a  man  with-oute  answere  or 

■word  ; 
And,  for  a  lord,  that  is  ful  fonl  to  use. 
And  if  so  he  he  may  him  nat  excuse, 
[But]  axeth  mercy  with  a  sorweful  herte. 
And    profreth    him,   right    in    his   hare 

sherte,  39' 

To  been  right  at  your  owne  jngement, 
Than  oghte  a  god,  hy  short  avysement, 
Considre  his  owne  honour  and  his  trespas. 
For  sith  no  cause  of  deeth  lyth  in  this 

cas,  395 

Yow  oghte  been  the  lighter  merciable  ; 
Leteth    your    yre,    and    betli    somwhat 

tretable  ! 
The  man  hath  served  yow  of  his  conning, 
And  forthered  your  lawe  with  his  making. 
f  ^\^lyl  he  was  yong,  he  kepte  your  estat ; 
\_I  not  wher  he  be  now  a  renegat.  401 

But  wel  I  wot,  with  that  he  can  endyte. 
He  hath  maked  lewed  folk  delj-te 
To  serve  you,  in  preysing  of  j-our  name. 
He  made  the  book  that  hight  the  Hous  of 

Fame,  405 

And    eek    the    Deeth    of   Blaunche   the 

Dtichesse, 
And  the  Parlement  of  Foules,  as  I  gesse. 
And  al  the  love  of  Palamon  and  Arcyte 
Of  Thebes,  thogh  the  story  is  knowen  lyte ; 
And  many  an  ympne  for  your  halydaj'es. 
That  highten   Balades,    Roundels,   Vire- 

layes;  411 

And  for  to  speke  of  other  besinesse. 
He  hath  in  prose  translated  Boece  ; 

[And  of  the  Wreched  Engendring  of  Man- 
kinde, 
As  man  may  in  pope  Innocent  y-finde ;  415 
And  mad  the  Lyf  also  of  seynt  Cecyle; 
He  made  also,  goon  sithen  a  greet  whyl, 
Origenes  upon  the  Maudeleyne  ; 
Him  oghte  now  to  have  tlie  lesse  peyne  ; 
He  hath  mad  many  a  lay  and  many  a 
thing.  420 

Xow  as  ye  been  a  god,  and  eek  a  king, 
I,  your  Alceste,  whylom  queue  of  Trace, 
I  axe  yow  this  man,  right  of  your  grace, 
That  ye  him  never  hurte  in  al  his  lyve  ; 
And  he  shal  sweren   yow,   and  that  as 
blj-ve,  425 

He  shal  no  more  agilten  in  this  wyse  ; 


For,  sir,  hit  is  no  maystrie  for  a  lord    41x1 
To  dampne  a  man  with-oute  answere  of 

word  ; 
And,  for  a  lord,  that  is  ful  foul  to  use. 
And  if  so  be  he  may  him  nat  excuse, 
But  asketh  mercy  with  a  dredful  herte, 
And   profreth    him,    right    in    his    bare 
sherte,  405 

To  been  right  at  your  owne  jxigenvent, 
Than  oghte  a  god,  by  short  avysement, 
Considre  his  o^v^le  honour  and  his  trespas. 
For  sith  no  cause  of  deeth  Ij'th  in  this 

cas, 
Yow  oghte  been  the  lighter  merciable;  4111 
Leteth  your  yre,  and  Vjeth  somwhat  tret- 
able ! 
The  man  hath  served  yow  of  his  conning. 
And  forthred  wel  j'our  lawe  in  his  making. 


Al  be  hit  that  he  can  nat  wel  endyte. 
Yet  hath  lie  maked  lewed  folk  delj-te  415 
To  serve  you,  in  preysing  of  your  name. 
He  made  the  book  that  hight  the  Hous  of 

Fame, 
And   eek   the    Deeth    of    Blaunche    the 

Duchesse, 
And  the  Parlement  of  Foules,  as  I  gesse. 
And  al  the  love  of  Palamon  and  Arcyte  420 
Of  Thebes,  thogh  the  story  is  knowen  lyte ; 
And  many  an  ympne  for  your  halydayes, 
That   highten   Balades,    Eoundels,   Vire- 

layes ; 
And,  for  to  speke  of  other  holynesse, 
He  hath  in  prose  translated  Boece,       425 


And  mad  the  Lyf  also  of  seynt  Cecyle  ; 
He  made  also,  goon  sithen  a  greet  whyl, 
Origenes  upon  the  Maudeleyne  ; 
Him  oghte  now  to  have  the  lesse  peyne ; 
He   hath   mad    many   a  lay   and   many 

a  thing.  430 

'  Now  as  ye  l)cen  a  god,  and  eek  a  king, 
I,  your  Alceste,  whylom  queue  of  Trace, 
I  aske  yow  this  man,  right  of  your  grace. 
That  ye  him  never  hurte  in  al  his  lyve  ; 
And  he  shal  sweren  yow,  and   that   as 

Ijly^'e,  435 

He  shal  no  more  agilten  in  this  wyse  ; 
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But  he  shal  maken,  as  ye  wil  devyse, 
Of  wemen  trewe  in  lovingo  al  liir  lyve, 
Wher-so  yo  wil,  of  maiden  or  of  wyve, 
And  forthren  yow,  as  muche  as  he  mis- 

seyde  430 

Or  in  the  Eose  or  elles  in  Criseyde.' 
The    god  of   love    answerde    hir  thus 

anoon, 
'  Madame,'  quod  he,  '  hit  is  so  long  agoon 
That  I  yow  knew  so  charitable  and  trewe, 
That  never  yit,  sith  that  the  world  was 

newe,  435 

To  me  ne  fond  I  better  noon  than  ye. 
That,  if  that  I  wol  save  my  degree, 
I  may  ne  wol  nat  warne  j'oiir  requeste  ; 
Al  lyth  in  yow,  doth  with  him  what  yow 

leste,  439 

And  al  foryeve,  with-onten  lenger  space  ; 
For  who-so  yevetli  a,  yift,  or  doth  a  grace. 
Do   hit   by  tyme,    his   thank  is  wel  the 

more ; 
And  demeth  ye  what  he  shal  do  therfore. 
Go  thanke  now  my  lady  heer,'  quod  he. 
I   roos,   and  dovin   I  sette  me  on   my 

knee,  445 

And  seyde  tints  :  '  Madame,  the  god  above 
Foryelde  yow,  that  ye  the  god  of  love 
Han  maked  rac  his  wrathe  to  foryive  ; 
And  yeve  me  grace  so  long  for  to  live. 
That  I  may  knowe  soothly  what  ye  be,  450 
That  han  me  holpen,  and  put  in  swich, 

degree. 
But  trewely  I  wende,  as  in  this  cas, 
Xaught    have    agilt,    ne    doon    to    love 

trespas. 
Forwhy  a  trewe  man,  with-ottten  drede, 
Hath  nat  to  jmrten  with  a  theves  dede  ; 
Ne  a  trewe  lover  oghte  me  nat  blame,  456 
Thogh  that  I  speke  a  fals  lover  som  shame. 
They  oghte  rather  with  me  for  to  holde. 
For  that  I  of  Creseyde  wroot  or  tolde. 
Or   of  the  Rose ;    what-so  mjTi   auctotir 

mente,  460 

Algate,  god  wot,  hit  was  niyn  entente 
To   forthren   trottthe    in    love    and    hit 

cheryce ; 
And  to  be  war  fro  falsnesse  and  fro  vyee 
By  swich  ensample  ;  this  was  my  men- 

inge.' 
And  she  answerde,  '  lat  be  thyn  argpi- 

inge ;  465 

N 


But  he  shal  maken,  08  ye  wil  devyse, 
Of  wommen  trewe  in  lovinge  al  hir  lyve, 
Wher-so  ye  wil,  of  maiden  or  of  wyve, 
And  forthren  yow,  as  muche  as  he  mis- 

seydo  440 

Or  in  the  Eose  or  elles  in  Creseyde.' 
The  god   of   love   answerde   hir    thus 

anoon, 
•  Madame,'  quod  he,  '  hit  is  so  long  agoon 
Tliat  I  yow  knew  so  charitable  and  trewe. 
That  never  j'it,  sith  that  the  world  was 

newe,  445 

To  me  ne  fond  I  better  noon  than  ye. 
If  that  I  wolde  save  my  degree, 
I  may  ne  wol  nat  werne  your  requeste  ; 
Al  lyth  in  j'ow,  doth  with  him  as  yow 

leste. 
I  al  foryeve,  with-outen  lenger  space  ;  450 
For  who-so  yeveth  a  yilt,  or  doth  a  grace, 
Do  hit  by  tyme,   his  thank   is  wel   tlie 

more ; 
And  demeth  ye  what  he  shal  do  therfore. 
Go  thanke  now  my  lady  heer,'  quod  he. 
I   roos,   and   doun  I  sette   me  on  my 

knee,  455 

And  seyde  thus  :  "  Madame,  the  god  above 
Foryelde  yow,  that  ye  the  god  of  love 
Han  maked  me  his  wrathe  to  foryive  ; 
And  yeve  me  grace  so  long  for  to  live, 
That  I  may  knowe  soothly  what  ye  be,  460 
That   han   me   holpe    and    ptit    in    this 

degree. 
But  trewely  I  wende,  as  in  this  cas, 
Naught    have    agilt,    ne    doon    to    love 

trespas. 
Forwhy  a  trewe  man,  with-outen  drede, 
Hath  nat  to  parten  with  a  theves  dede  ; 
Nc  a  trewe  lover  oghte  me  nat  blame, 
Thogh  that  I  sjjeke  a  fals  lover  som  shame. 
They  oghte  rather  with  me  for  to  holde, 
For  that  I  of  Creseyde  wroot  or  tolde. 
Or  of  the  Rose  ;    what-so  myn    auctour 

mente,  470 

Algate,  god  wot,  hit  was  myn  entente 
To   forthren    trouthe    in    love   and    hit 

cheryce ; 
And  to  be  war  fro  falsnesse  and  fro  vyce 
By  swich  ensample  ;  this  was  my  men- 

inge.' 
And  she  answerde,  '  lat  be  thjni  argn- 

inge ;  475 
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For  Love  ne  wol  n;xt  countrepleted  be 
In  right  ne  wrong  ;  and  lerno  this  at  me! 
Thou  hast  thy  grace,  and  hold  thee  right 

ther-to. 
Now  wol  I  seyn  what  penanco  thou  shiilt 

do 
For  thy  trespas,  antl  understoiid  hit  here  : 
Thoii  shalt,  whyl  tliat  thou  li\'est,  yecr  by 

yere,  471 

The  moste  paxty  of  thy  ly\'e  spends 
In  making  ot  a  glorious  Legeude 
Of  GodeWemen,  maidenes  and  wyves,  4-4 
That  were  trewe  in  lovinge  al  hir  lyves  ; 
And  telle  of  false  men  that  hem  bitrayen, 
That  al  hir  lyf  ne  doon  nat  but  assayeu 
How  many   wemen    they  may   doon    a 

shame  ; 
For  in  your  world  that  is  now  holden 

game. 
And  tkogh  thee  lesteth  nat  a  lover  be,  480 
Spek  wel    of   love ;    this   penance  yeve 

I  thee. 
And  to  the  god  of  love  I  shal  so  preye, 
That  he  shal  charge  his  servants,  by  any 

weye, 
To  forthren   thee,    and    wel   thy  labour 

quj-te  ; 
Go  now  thy  wey,  thy  penance  is  but  lyte.' 


The  god  of  love  gan  smyle,  and  than  he 

seyde,  486 

'  Wostow,'  quod  he,  '  wher  this  be  wyf  or 

mayde, 
Or  quene,  or  countesse,  or  of  what  degree, 
That  hath  so  litol  penance  yevcn  thee. 
That  hast  deserved  sorer  for  to  smerto  ? 
But  pitee  renneth  sone  in  gentil  herte  ; 
That  mayst  thou  seen,  she  kytheth  what 

she  is.' 
And  I  answerde,  '  naj',  sir,  so  have  1 1)113, 
No  more  but  that  I  see  wel  she  is  good.' 

'  That  is  a  trewe  tale,  by  myn  hood,'  495 
Quod  Love,  '  and  that  thou  knowest  wel, 

pardee. 
If  hit  be  so  that  thou  avyse  thee. 
Hastow  nat  in  a  book,  lyth  in  thy  cheste. 
The  gret  goodnesse  of  the  quene  Alceste, 
That  turned  was  into  a  dayesye  :  5<k> 

She  that  for  hir  husbonde  chees  to  dye, 


For  Love  ne  wol  nat  countrepleted  be 
In  right  ne  w^roug  ;  and  leme  that  of  me  t 
Thou  hast  thy  grace,  and  hold  thee  right 

ther-to. 
Now  wol  I  seyn  what  penance  thou  shalt 

do 
For  thy  trespas,  and  nnderstond  hit  here: 
Thou  shalt,  whyl  that  thou  livest,  yeer 
by  yere,  48 1 

The  moste  party  of  thy  tymc  spende 
In  making  of  a  glorious  Legende 
Of  Gode  Wommen,  maidenes  <and  wyve-s, 
That  weren  trewe  in  lovinge  al  hir  lyves; 
And  telle  of  false  men  that  hem  bitrayen. 
That  al  hir  lyf  ne  doon  nat  but  assayen 
How  many  wommen  they  may  doon  a 

shame  ; 
For  in  your  world  that  is  now  holde  a 

game. 
And  thogh  thee  b'ke  nat  a  lover  be,     490 
Spek   wol  of  love  ;    this  penance  yive  I 

thee. 
And  to  the  god  of  love  I  shal  so  preye, 
That  he  shal  charge  his  servants,  by  any 

weye. 
To   forthren   thee,    and   wel   thy   labour 

quyte ; 
Go  now  thy  wey,  this  penance  is  but  lyte. 
*And  whan  this  book  is  maad,  yive  hit  the"\ 
quene  49'^'  I 

__0n  my  behalfe,  at  Eltham,  or  at  Shene.'   J 
The  god  of  love  gan  smyle,  and  than  he 
seyde, 
'  Wostow,'  quod  he,  '  wher  this  Ije  wyf  or 

mayde. 
Or  quene,  or  countesse,  or  of  what  degree, 
That  hath  so  litel*  nance  yiveti  thee,  501 
That  hast  deserved  sorer  for  to  smerto  ? 
But  pitee  renneth  sone  in  gentil  herte  ; 
That   maystow  seen,   she  kytheth  what 
she  is.'  5"4 

And  I  answerde,  '  nay,  sir,  so  have  I  blis. 
No  more  but  that  I  see  wol  she  is  good.' 

'  That  is  a  trewe  tale,  by  myn  hood,' 
Quod  Love,  'and  that  thou  knowest  wol, 

Pardee, 
If  hit  be  so  that  thovi  avyse  thee.  509 

Hastow  nat  in  a  book,  lyth  in  thy  cheste, 
The  grete  goodnesse  of  the  quene  Alceste, 
That  turucul  was  into  a  dayesye  : 
She  that  for  hir  husbonde  chees  to  dye, 
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And  eek  to  goon  to  helle,  rather  than  he, 
And  Ercnles  rescxied  hir,  pardoc, 
And  broghte  liir  oixt  of  helle  agayn   to 
Mis?"  504 

And  I  answcrde  agoyn,  and  soyde,  'yis, 
Now   knowo   I   hir !    And   is   this    good 

Alceste, 
The  daj'-esye,  and  myn  owne  hertes  reste? 
Now  felo  I  wol  the  goodncsse  of  this  A\"yf, 
That  bothe  after  hir  dccth,  and  in  hirlyf, 
Hir  grete  bovintee  doubleth  hir  renoun  ! 
Wei  hath  she  qnit  me  myn  afFcccioun 
That  I  have  to  hir  flonr,  the  dayesye  ! 
No  wonder  is  thogh  Jovo  hir  stellifyc, 
As  telleth  Agaton,  for  hir  goodncsse  ! 
Hir  whyte  coroun  berth  of  hit  witnesse  ; 
For  also  many  vertxics  haddo  she,         516 
As  smalo  floures  in  hir  coronn  be. 
In  remembrannce  of  hir  and  in  honour, 
Cibella  made  the  dayesy  and  the  flonr  519 
Y-coroned  alwithwhyt,  as  men  may  see; 
And  Mars  yaf  to  hir  coroun  reed,  pardee, 
In  stedc  of  rubies,  set  among  the  wb5-te.' 
Therwith  this  quene  wex  reed  for  shame 
a  lyte,  5-'3 

Whan  she  was  preysed  so  in  hir  presence. 
Than  soyde  Love,  '  a  ful  gret  negligence 
Was  hit  to  thoc,  to  write  unstodfastnesse 
Of  women,  sith  thou  knowest  liir  good- 
ncsse 
By  preef,  and  eek  by  stories  heer-biforn  ; 
Let  be  the  eh'af,  and  wryt  wcl  of  the  com. 
■Why  noldest  thou  ban  writen  of  Alceste, 
And    leten    Criseide    been    a^slepe    and 
reste  ?  531 

For  of  Alceste  shulde  thy  wrj-ting  be, 
Sin  that  thou  wost  that  kalender  is  she 
Of    goodnesse,    for    she    taughte    of  fjm 

lo\'inge, 
And  namely  of  wyf  hood  the  livinge,     535 
And  alle  the  boundes  that  she  oghte  kepe  ; 
Thy  litel  wit  was  tliilke  tyme  a-slepe. 
But  now  I  charge  thee,  vipon  thy  lyf. 
That  in  thy  Legend  thou  make  of  this 

^vyf. 
Whan  thou  hast  others  smale  maad  be- 
fore ;  540 
And  fare  now  wel,  I  charge  thee  no  more. 


And  eek  to  goon  to  helle,  rather  than  ho, 
And  Ercnles  rescowcd  hir,  pardee,  515 
And  broghte  hir  out  of  hello  agayn  to 

blis  ? ' 
And  I  answcrde  ageyn,  and  sej-de,  'yis, 
Now    knowo    I    liir  !     And    i^i    this    good 

Alceste,  518 

The  dayesye,  anil  myn  ciwnio  liprtos  reste? 
Now  fele  I  wel  the  goodnesse  of  this  wyf, 
That  botho  after  hir  deeth,  and  in  hir],\-f, 
Hir  grete  bountee  doubleth  hir  renoun  ! 
Wel  hath  she  quit  me  myn  affeccioun 
That  I  have  to  hir  flonr,  the  dayesye  ! 
No  wonder  is  tlif>gh  .Jove  hir  stellifyo.  5^5 
As  telleth  Agaton,  for  hir  goodnesse  ! 
Hir  whyte  coroun  berth  of  hit  witnesse  ; 
For  also  many  vertues  hadde  she, 
As  smale  flonres  in  hir  coroun  be.         529 
In  rcmembraunce  of  hir  and  in  honour, 
Cibella  made  the  dayesy  and  the  flour 
Y-coronod  al  with  whj^,  as  men  may  see ; 
And  Mars  yaf  to  hir  coroun  reed,  pardee. 
In  stede  of  n\bies,  set  among  the  whyte.' 
Therwith  this  quene  wex  reed  for  shame 

a  lyte,  535 

Wlian  she  was  preysed  so  in  hir  presence. 
Than  seyde  Love,  '  a  ful  grot  negligence 
AYas   hit  to  thee,    that   ilke   tyme   tliou 

made  538 

'•  Hyd,  Absolon,  thy  tresses,"  in  balade, 
That  thou  forgcte  hir  in  thy  song  to  sette, 
Sin  that  thou  art  so  gretlj^  in  hir  dette, 


And  -wost  so  wel,  that  kalender  is  she 

To  any  woman  that  wol  lover  lie 

For    she    taughte    al    the    craft    of   fyn 

lovinge. 
And  namely  of  wyf  hood  the  livinge,    545 
And  alle  the  boundes  that  she  oghte  kepe ; 
j  Thy  litel  wit  was  thilke  tyme  a-slepe. 
But  now  I  charge  thee,  upon  thy  Ij-f, 
That   in  thy  Legend  thou  make  of  this 

■Whan  thou  hast  other  smale  y-maad  be- 
fore ;  550 
I  And  fare  now  wel,  I  charge  thee  no  more. 
Bvit   er  I  go,  thus  muche  I  wol  thee 
telle, 
Ne  shal  no  trewe  lover  come  in  helle. 
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At  Cleopatre  I  wol  that  thou  heginne  ; 
Aud  so  forth  ;  and  my  love  so  shalt  thou 
winne.'  543 


And  with  that  word  of  sleep  I  gan  a-awake, 
And  right  thus  on  my  Legend  gan  I  make. 


Thise  other  ladies  sittinge  here  arowe 
Ben   in   thy  balade,  if  thou  canst  hem 

kuowe,  555 

And  in  thy  bokes  alio  thou  shalt  hem 

finde; 
Have   hem  now  in  thy  Legend  alle   in 

minde, 
1  mene  of  hem  that  been  in  tliy  knowinge. 
For  heer  ben  twenty  thousand  mo  sittinge 
Than    thou    knowest,    that    been    good 

wommen  alle  560 

And  trewe  of  love,  for  aught  that  may 

befalle  ; 
Make  the  metres  of  hem  as  the  leste. 
I  mot  gon  hoom,  the  Sonne  draweth  weste, 
To  Paradys,  -with  al  this  companye  ; 
And  serve  alwey  the  fresshe  dayesye.   ^6^ 
At  Cleopatre  I  wol  that  thoii  beginne  ; 
And  so  forth  ;  and  my  love  so  shalt  thou 

winne. 
For  lat  see  now  what  man  that  lover  be, 
Wol  doon  so  strong  a  peyne  for  love  as 

she. 
I  wot  wel  that  thou  mayst   nat   al   hit 

ryme,  570 

That  swiche  lovers  diden  in  hir  tyme  ; 
It  were  to  long  to  reden  and  to  here  ; 
Suffyceth  me,  thou  make  in  this  manere, 
That  thou  reherce  of  al  hir  lyf  the  grete, 
After  thise  olde  auctours  listen  to  trete. 
For  who-so  shal  so  manj'  a  storie  telle,  576 
Sey  shortly,  or  he  shal  to  longe  dwelle.' 
And  with  that  word  my  bokes  gan  I  take. 
And  right  thus  on  my  Legend  gan  I  make. 


Explicit  prohemium. 


I.    THE  LEGEND  OF  CLEOPATKA. 


Indpit  Legenda  Cleopatrie,  Martiris, 
Egipti  regine. 

After  the  deeth  of  Tholomee  the  king,  580 
That  al  Egipte  hadde  in  his  governing, 
Regned  his  quene  Cleopataras  ; 
Til  on  a  tyme  befel  ther  swiche  a  cas, 
That  out  of  Rome  was  sent  a  senatour, 
For  to  conqueren  regnes  and  honour    585 
Unto  the  toun  of  Rome,  as  was  usaunce, 
To  have  the  world  unto  her  obeisaunce ; 


And,    sooth   to   seye,    Antonius   was   his 

name. 
So   fil    hit,    as    Fortune    him    oghte    a 

shame  (10) 

maan  he  was  fallen  in  prosperitee,       590 
Rebel  unto  the  toun  of  Rome  is  he. 
And  over  al  this,  the  suster  of  Cesar, 
He  lafte  hir  falsly,  er  that  she  was  war, 
And  wolde  algates  han  another  wyf ; 
For  whiche  he  took  with  Rome  and  Cesar 

stryf.  595 


ZU  Bikini  of  Choipatvd. 
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Nutheles,  for-sootli,  this  ilke  senatour 
Was  a  ful  worthy  gentil  werreyour, 
And  of  his  deeth  hit  was  ful  greet  damage. 
But  love  had  broght  this  man  in  swiche 

a  rage,  (20) 

And  him  so  narwe  bounden  in  his  las, 
Al  for  the  love  of  Cleopataras,  601 

That  al  the  world  he  sette  at  no  value. 
Him  thoughto,  nas  to  him  no  thing  so 

due 
As  Clcopatras  for  to  love  and  serve  ;     604 
Him  roghte  nat  in  armes  for  to  sterve 
In  the  defence  of  hir,  and  of  hir  right. 
Tliis  noble   quene  eek   lovede  so  this 

knight. 
Through  his  desert,  and  for  his  chivalrye ; 
As  certeinly,  but-if  that  bokes  lye,        (30) 
He  was,  of  persone  and  of  gentilesse,   610 
And  of  discrecioun  and  hardinesse, 
Worthy  to  any  wight  that  liven  may. 
And  she  was  fair  as  is  the  rose  in  May. 
And,  for  to  maken  shortly  is  the  beste. 
She  wex  his  wyf,  and  hadde  him  as  hir 

leste.  615 

The  wedding  and  the  feste  to  devyse. 
To  me,  that  have  y-take  swiche  emj)ryse 
Of  so  many  a  storie  for  to  make,  (39) 

Hit  were  to  long,  lest  that  I  sholde  slake 
Of  thing  that   bereth   more   effect   and 

charge  ;  620 

For  men  may  overlade  a  ship  or  barge  ; 
And  forthy  to  th'effect  than  wol  I  skippe. 
And   al  the   remenant,    I  wol    lete   hit 

slippe. 
Octovian,  that  wood  was  of  this  dede, 
Shoop  him  an  ost  on  Antony  to  lede     625 
Al-outerly  for  his  destruccioun. 
With  stoute  Komains,  cruel  as  leoun  ; 
To  ship  they  wente,  and  thus  I  let  hem 

saile. 
Antonius  was  war,  and  wol  nat  faile  (50) 
To   meten    with    thise    Romains,  if    he 

may ;  630 

Took    eek    his    reed,    and    bothe,    upon 

a  day, 
His  wyf  and  he,   and   al  his   ost,   forth 

wente 
To  shippe  anoon,  no  lenger  they  ne  stente ; 
And  in  the  see  hit  happed  hem  to  mete — 
Up  goth  the  trompe — and  for  to  shoute 

and  shete.  635 


And  peynen  hem  to  sette  on  with  the 

Bonne. 
With   grisli,-   s<iiin    out    goth    the    grete 

gOIlIll', 

And  heterly  they  hurtlen  al  at  ones. 
And  fro  the  top  doun  cometh  the  grete 

stones.  (60) 

In  goth  the  grapenel  so  ful  of  crokes    640 
Among  the  ropes,  and  the  shering-hokes. 
In  with  the  polax  presseth  he  and  he  ; 
Behind  the  mast  beginneth  he  to  flee. 
And  out  agayn,  and  dryveth  him  over- 

borde ;  644 

He  stiugeth  him  upon  his  spares  orde  ; 
He  rent  the  sail  with  hokes  lyko  a  s>-the  ; 
He  bringeth  the  cujipe,  and  biddeth  hem 

be  blythe  ; 
He  poureth  pesen  upon  the  hacches  slider ; 
With    pottes    ful    of  lym    they  goon    to- 

gider ;  (70) 

And   thus  the   longe  day  in    fight  they 

spende  650 

Til,  at  the  laste,  as  every  thing  hath  ende, 
Antony   is   shent,    and   put   hina  to  the 

flighte, 
And  al  his  folk  to-go,  that  best  go  mighte. 
Fleeth   eek    the    queen,    with    al  her 

purpre  sail, 
For  strokes,  which  that  wente  as  thikke 

as  hail ;  655 

Nowonder  was,  she  mighte  hit  nat  endure. 
And  whan  that  Antony  saw  that  aven- 

ture, 
'  Alias  ! '    quod  he,   '  the  day  that  I  was 

born  ! 
My  worshipe   in   this   day  thus  have   I 

lorn  ! '  (80) 

And  for  dispeyr  <^>ut  of  his  witte  he  sterte. 
And  roof  him-self  anoon  through-out  the 

herte  66t 

Er   that   he   ferther  wente    out    of   the 

place. 
His  wyf,  that  coude  of   Cesar   have   no 

grace, 
To  Egipte  is  fled,  for  drede  and  for  dis- 

tresse  ; 
But  herkneth,  ye  that  speke  of  kinde- 

nesse.  665 

Ye  men,  that  falsly  swerenmanyan  ooth 

That  ye  wol  dye,   if  that  your  love  be 

wrooth, 
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Heer  may  .to  seen  of  -women  whiclie  a 

trout  be  ! 
This   wofnl   Cleopatre    hath    mml    swich 

rovithe  (90) 

That  ther  nis  tonge  noon  that  may  hit 

telle.  670 

Bnt  on  the   morwe   she  ■wol   no   lenger 

dwelle, 
Bnt  made   hir  subtil  werkmen  make  a 

shrvno 
Of  alle  the  rubies  and  the  stones  fyne 
In  al  Egipte  tliat  she  coude  espye  ; 
And  pntto  ful  the  shryue  of  spycerye,  675 
And  leet  the  cors  embaume  ;  and  forth 

she  fette 
This   dede  cors,    and  in  the  shryne  hit 

shette. 
And  next  the  shryne  a  pit  than  doth  she 

gra-v-e  ; 
And  alle  the  serpents  that  she   mighte 

have,  (100) 

She  putte  hem  in  that  grave,  and  thus 

she  seyde  :  680 

*  Jfow  love,  to  whom  my  sorweful  herte 

obeyde 
So  ferforthly  that,  fro  that  blisful  houre 
That  I  yow  swor  to  been  al  frely  youre, 
I  mene  j'ow,  Antonius  my  knight !        684 
That  never  waking,  in  the  day  or  night. 


Yo  nerc  out  of  myn  hertes  remembraunce 
For  wele  or  wo,  for  carole  or  for  daunce  ; 
And  in   my-self  this    covenant   made   I 

tho,  (109) 

That,  right  swich  as  yo  felten,  wele  or  wo. 
As  ferforth  as  hit  in  my  power  lay,      690 
Unreprovable  unto  my  wj-fhood  ay, 
The  same  wolde  I  felon,  lyf  or  deeth. 
And  thilke   covenant,  whyl   me  lasteth 

breetli, 
I  wol  fulfiUe,  and  that  shal  wcl  be  sene  ; 
Was  never  unto  hir  love  a  trewer  quene.' 
And   with   that   word,   naked,    with   ful 

good  herte,  696 

Among  the  serpents  in  the  pit  she  stei-te, 
And  ther  she  chees  to  han  hir  buryinge. 
Anoon   the    neddres    gonne  hir    for    to 

stinge,  (120) 

And  she  iiir  deeth  receyveth,  ■^vith  good 

chore,  700 

For  love  of  Antony,  that  was  hir  so  dere: — 
And  this  is  stoi-ial  sooth,  hit  is  no  fable. 
Now,  er  I  finde  a  man  thus  trewe  and 

stable. 
And   wol  for  love   his    deeth    so  freely 

take, 
I  pray  god  lat  our  hedes  never  ake  !      705 

Explicit  Legenda  CleoxMtrie.  Martiris. 


11.    THE  LEGEND  OF  THISBE  OF  BABYLON. 


Incipit  Legenda  Tesbe  Bahilonie,  Martiris. 

At  Babiloine  whylom  fil  it  thus, 
Tlie  whiche  toun  the  qvieen  Semiramus 
Leet  dichen  al  about,  and  wallcs  make 
Ful  hye,  of  Jiarde  tyles  wol  y-bake. 
Ther  weren  dwellinge  in  this  noble  toun 
Two  lordes,    which   that   were   of  greet 

renoun,  711 

And  wonedeii  so  nigh,  upon  a  grene. 
That   ther  nas  but  a  stoon-wal  hem  bi- 

twene, 
As  ofte  in  grete  toiines  is  the  wone. 
And   sooth   to  seyn,  that  o  man  haddc 

a  sone,  715 

Of  al  that  londe  oon  of  the  lustieste.     (11) 
That  other  hadde  a  doghter,  the  faireste, 


That  estward  in  the  world  was  tho  dwel- 
linge. 
The  name  of  everich  gan  toother  springe 
By    wommen,     that     were     neigheboros 
about  e.  720 

For  in  that  contree  yit,  withouten  doute, 
Maidens  been  j'-kept,  for  jelos.ve, 
Ful  streite,  lost  they  diden  soni  folye. 

This  yonge  man  was  cleped  Piramus, 

And   Tisbe   hight   the  maid,   Naso  seith 

tlius  ;  725 

And  thus  by  report  was  hir  name  y-shove 

That,    as    thej^  wexe    in    age,    wex    hir 

love ;  (22) 

And  certein,  as  by  reson  of  hir  age, 

Ther    mighte    have    been    bitwix    hem 

mariage,  729 
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But  that  hir  fadres  nolde  hit  nnt  assente  ; 
And  botho  in  lf>ve  y-lj-ke  sore  they  brente, 
That  noon  of  alle  hir  frendes  mighte  hit 

lette 
But  prively  somtyme  yit  they  mette 
By  sleighto,  and  speken  som  of  liir  desjT  ; 
As,  wry  the  gleed,  and  hotter  is  tlio  fjT  ; 
Forbede  a  love,  and  it  is  ten  so  wood.  736 
This  wal,  whicli  that  bitwix  hem  botho 
Btood,  (32) 

Was   cloven  a-two,   right   fro  the  toppe 

adoun, 
Of  olde  tyme  of  his  fnndacioi\n  ; 
But   yit   this   clifto    was    so   narwe   and 
lyte,  740 

It  nas  nat  sene,  dore  y-nogh  a  myte. 
But  what  is  that,  that  love  can  nat  espye? 
Ye  lovers  two,  if  that  I  shal  nat  lye. 
Ye  founden  first  this  litel  narwe  clilte  ; 
And,  with  a  soun  as  softe  as  any  shrifte, 
They  lets  hir  wordes  through  the  clifte 
pace,  C41)  746 

And  tolden,  whyl  that  they  stode  in  the 

place, 
Al  hir  conipleynt  of  love,  and  al  hir  wo, 
At  every  tyme  whan  they  dorste  so. 

Upon  that  o  syde  of  the  wal  stood  he. 
And  on  that  other  syde  stood  Tisbe,      751 
The  swote  soun  of  other  to  receyve. 
And  thus  hir  wardeins  wolde  they  de- 

ceyve. 

And  every  day  tliis  wal  they  wolde  threte, 

And  wisshe  to  god,  that   it  Avore    doun 

y-bete.  (50)  755 

Thus    wolde    thej'    seyn — '  alias !     thou 

wikked  wal, 
Through  thyn  envye  thou  us  lettest  al ! 
Why  nilt  thou  cleve,  or  fallen  al  a-two  ? 
Or,  at  the  leste,  but  thou  woldest  so, 
Yit  woldestow  but  ones  lete  us  mete,   760 
Or  ones  that  we  mighte  kissen  swete. 
Than  were  we  covered  of  our  cares  colde. 
But  natheles,  yit  be  we  to  thee  holde 
In  as  muche  as  thou  suffrest  for  to  goon 
Our  wordes  through  thy  Ij-me  and  eek 
thy  stoon.  (60)  765 

Yit  oghte  we  with  thee  ben  wel  apayd.' 

And  whan  thise  ydel  wordes  weren  sayd. 
The  colde  wal  they  woldeu  kisse  of  stixrn. 
And  take  liir  leve,  and  forth  they  wolden 
goon. 


And  this  was  gladly  in  the  evon-tyde    770 
Or  wonder  crly,  lest  men  hit  espyde  ; 
And  longe  tyme   thoy  wroghto   in    this 

manere 
Til  on  a  day,  whan  Phebtis  gan  to  clere, 
Aurora  with  the  stremes  of  hir  hcte 
Had  drj-od  up  the  dew  of  horlx-s  wete;  775 
Vnto  this  clifte,  as  it  was  wont  to  be,  (71) 
Com  Pyramns,  and  after  com  Tisbe, 
And  plighten  trouthe  fully  in  hir  fey 
That  ilke  same  night  to  stele  awey, 
And  fo  begj-lo  hir  wardeins  everichoon,  780 
And  forth  out  of  the  citee  for  to  goon  ; 
And,  for  the  feldes   been  so  brode   and 

wyde, 
For  to  mote  in  o  place  at  o  tyde. 
They  sette  mark  hir  meting  sholde  be 
Ther  king  Ninus  was  graven,  under  a 
tree  ;  (80)  785 

For  olde  payens  that  ydoles  hericd 
Useden  tho  in  feldes  to  ben  beried  ; 
And  faste  by  this  grave  was  a  welle. 
And,  shortly  of  this  tale  for  to  telle, 
This     covenant    was     affermed    wonder 
faste ;  790 

And  longe  hem  thoughte  that  the  sonne 

laste. 
That  hit  nere  goon  under  the  see  adoun. 

This  Tisbe  hath  so  greet  affeccioun 
And  so  greet  lyking  Piramixs  to  see. 
That,  whan  she  seigh  her  tyme  mighte 
be,  (90)  795 

At  night  she  stal  awej-  ful  prively 
With  her  face  y-wimpled  subtilly  ; 
For  alle  her  frendes — for    to    save  her 

trouthe — 
She   hath   for-sake ;    alias  I    and   that   is 

routhe 
That  ever  woman  wolde  be  so  trewe    800 
To  trnston  man,   but   she   the   bet   him 

knewe ! 
And  to  the  tree  she  goth  a  ful  good  pas, 
For  love  made  her  so  hardy  in  this  cas  ; 
And  by  the  welle  adotin  she  gan   her 
dresse.  804 

Alias  !  than  comth  a  wilde  leonesse    I'loo) 
Out  of  tlie  wodc,  withouten  more  areste, 
With  blody  mouthe,   of  strangling  of  a 

beste. 
To  drinken  of  the  welle,  ther  as  she  sat ; 
And,  whan  that  Tisbe  had  espyed  that, 
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She  rist  hemp,  with  a  ful  drery  herte,  8io 

Anil  in  a  cave  with  tlredl'nl  foot  she  sterte, 

For  by  the  mone  she  seigh  hit  wel  with- 

aile.  812 

And,  as  she  ran,  her  wimpel  leet  she  falle, 

And  took   noon   heed,  so   sore   she   was 

a-whapetl.  (109) 

And  eek  so  glad  of  that  she  was  escaped  ; 

And  thus  she  sit,  and  darketh  wonder 

stille.  816 

Whan  that  tliis  leonesse  hath  dronke  her 

liUe, 
Aboute  the  welle  gan  slie  for  to  winde, 
And  right   anoon   the   wimpel  gan   she 

finde. 
And   with   her  blody  mouth   hit   al   to- 
rente.  820 

Whan  this  was  doon,  no  lenger  she  ne 

stente, 
But  to  the  wode  her  wey  than  hath  she 
nome. 
And,  at  the  laste,  this  Piramus  is  come, 
But  al  to  longe,  alias  !  at  hoom  was  he. 
The  mone  shoon,  menmightewely-see,  825 
And   in   his   weye,   as   that   he   com  ful 
faste,  (121) 

His  eyen  to  the  grounde  adoun  he  caste, 
And  in  the  sonde,  as  he  beheld  adoun, 
He  seigh  the  steppes  brode  of  a  leoun, 
And  in  his  herte  he  sodeinly  agroos,    830 
And    pale    he   wex,    therwith   his    heer 

aroos. 
And  neer  he  com,  and  fond  the  wimpel 

torn. 
'  Alias  ! '  quod  he,    '  the  day  that  I  was 

bom  ! 
This  o  night  wol  us  lovers  bothe  slee  ! 
How  sholde  I  axen  mercy  of  Tisbe         835 
Whan  I  am  he  that  have  yow  slain,  alias  ! 
My  bidding   hath  yow   slain,  as  in  this 
cas.  (132) 

Alias !  to  bidde  a  woman  goon  by  nighte 
In  place  ther  as  peril  fallen  mighte, 
And  I  so  slow  !  alias,  I  ne  hadde  })e      840 
Here  in  this  place  a  fui-long-wey  or  ye  ! 
Now  what  leoun  that  be  in  this  foreste, 
My  body  mote  he  -j-renden,  or  what  beste 
That  wilde  is,  gnawen  mote  he  now  myn 

herte  ! ' 
And  with  that  worde  he  to  the  wimpel 
sterte,  (140)  845 


And  kiste  hit  ofte,  and  weep  on  hit  ful 

sore. 
And  seide,   '  wimpel,  alias  !    ther  nis  no 

more 
But    thou    shalt   fele   as  wel  the  blood 

of  me 
As  thou  hast  felt  the  bleding  of  Tisbe  ! ' 
And  with  tliat  worde  he  smoot  him  to  the 

herte.  850 

The  blood  out   of  the  wounde  as  brode 

sterte 
As  water,  whan  the  condviit  broken  is. 
Now   Tisbe,    which   that  wiste  nat  of 

this, 
But  sitting  in  her  drede,  she  thoghte  thus, 
'  If  hit  so  falle  that  my  Piramus  855 

Be  comen  hider,  and  may  me  nat  y-finde. 
He  may  me  holden  fals  and  eek  unkindc' 
And  out  she  comth,  and  after  him  gan 

espyeu  (153) 

Bothe  with  her  herte  and  with  her  yen. 
And  thoghte,    '  I   wol   him  tellen  of  my 

drede  8O0 

Bothe  of  the  leonesse  and  al  my  dede.' 
And  at  the  laste  her  love  than  hath  she 

founde 
Beting  with  his  heles  on  the  grounde, 
Al  blody,  and  therwith-al  a-bak  she  sterte, 
And  lyke    the  wawes   quappe    gan   her 

herte,  (160)  865 

And  pale  as  box  she  wex,  and  in  a  throwe 
Avysed  her,  and  gan  him  wel  to  knowe. 
That  hit  was  Piramus,  her  herte  dere. 
Who  coude  wrj'te  whiche  a  deedly  chere 
Hath  Tisbe  now,  and  how  her  heer  she 

rente,  870 

And  how  she  gan  her-selve  to  turmente, 
And  how  she  lyth  and  swowneth  on  the 

grounde. 
And  how  she  weep  of  teres  ful  his  wounde, 
How   medeleth   she  his   blood   with  her 

compleynte. 
And  with  liis  blood  her-selven  gan  she 
peynte;  (170)875 

How  clippoth  she  the  dede  cors,  alias  ! 
How  doth  this  woful Tisbe  in  this  cas! 
How  kisseth  she  his  frosty  mouth  so  cold ! 
'Who    hath    doon    this,   and   who   hath 
been  so  bold  879 

To  sleen  my  leof  ?     O  spek,  my  Piramus  ! 
[  I  am  thy  Tisbe,  that  thee  calleth  thus! ' 
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And  therwith-al  she  liftoth  up  his  heed. 
This  woful  man,   that  was  nat  .fully 

deed, 
Whan  that  he  herdo  the  name  of  Tisbe 

cry-en, 
On  her  he  caste  his  hevy  deedly  yen     885 
And  doun   again,   and  yeldeth    up    the 

gost.  (181) 

Tisbe  rist  up,  withouten  noise  or  best. 
And  seigh  her  wimpel  and   his  empty 

shethe, 
And  eek  his  swerd,  that  him  hath  doon 

to  dethe  ; 
Than  spak  she  thus  :  '  My  woful  hand,' 

quod  she,  890 

'  Is  strong  y-nogh  in  swiche  a  werk  to 

me; 
For  love   shal    j-ive    me    strengthe   and 

hardinesse 
To  make  my  wounde  large  y-nogh,  I  gesse. 
I  wol  thee  folwen  deed,  and  I  wol  be 
Felawe  and  cause  eek  of  thy  deeth,'  quod 

she.  (190)  895 

'  And  thogh  that  nothing  save  the  deeth 

only 
Mighte  thee  fro  me  departs  trewely. 
Thou    shalt   no   more    dejiarte    now  fro 

me 


Than  fro  the  deeth, 
thee! 


for  I  wol  go  with 


'And  now,  yo  wrecched  jolous  fodres 
ouro,  900 

We,  that  weren  whylom  children  youre, 
We  prayen  yow,  withouten  m'>ro  en\-ye, 
Tliat  in  o  grave  y-fere  we  moten  lye, 
Sin  lovo  hath  brought  us  to  this  pitous 
ende !  (199) 

And  rightwis  god  to  every  lover  sende,  905 
That  loveth  trewely,  more  prospcriteo 
Than  ever  hadde  Piramus  and  TLsbe  ! 
And  lat  no  gentil  woman  her  assure 
To  putten  her  in  swiche  an  aventure. 
But  god  forbede  but  a  woman  can         910 
Been  as  trewe  and  loving  as  a  man  ! 
And,  for  my  part,  I  shal  anoon  it  kythe  I ' 
And,  with  that  worde,  his  swerd  she  took 

as  swj'the, 
Tliat  warm  was  of  her  loves  blood  and 

hoot,  (2(X)) 

And  to  the  herte  she  her-selyen  smoot.  913 

And  thus  ar  Tisbe  and  Piramus  ago. 
Of  trewe  men  I  finde  but  fewe  mo 
la  alle  my  bokes,  save  this  Piramus, 
And  therfor  have  I  spoken  of  him  thus. 
For  hit  is  deyntee  to  us  men  to  finde   920 
A  man  that  can  in  love  be  trewe   and 

kinde. 
Heer  may  ye  seen,  what  lover  so  he  be, 
A  woman  dar  and  can  as  wel  as  he. 
Explicit  legenda  Tesbe. 


III.  THE  LEGEND  OF  DIDO,  QUEEN  OF  CARTHAGE. 


Incipit  Legenda  Didonis  Martiris, 
Cartaginis  regine. 

Glory  and  honour,  Virgil  Mantuan, 

Be  to  thy  name  !  and  I  shal,  as  I  can,  925 

Folow  thy  lantern,  as  thou  gost  biforn. 

How  Eneas  to  Dido  was  forsworn. 

In  thj-n  Eneid  and  Naso  wol  I  take 

The     tenour,     and     the     grete     eflfectes 

make. 
Whan  Troye  broght   was   to   destruc- 

cioun  930 

By    Grekes    sleighte,    and     namely    by 

Sinoun, 
Feyning  the  hors  y-oflfred  to  Miner%-e, 
Through    which    that    many  a    Troyan 

moste  sterve ;  (lo) 


And  Ector  had,  after  his  deeth,  appered. 
And    fyr   so    wood,    it    mighte    nat    be 

stered,  935 

In  al  the  noble  tour  of  Ilioun, 
That  of  the  citee  was  the  checf  dungeoun ; 
And  al  the  contree  was  so  lowe  y-broght, 
And    Priamus    the    king    fordoou    and 

noght ; 
And  Eneas  was  charged  by  Tenus         940 
To  fleen  awey,  he  took  Ascanins, 
That  was  his  sone,  in  his  right  hand,  and 

fledde  ; 
And  on  his  bakke  he  bar  and  with  him 

ledde  (20) 

His  olde  fader,  cleped  Anchises, 
And    by  the    weye    his  wyf  Crensa  he 

lees.  945 
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And  mochcl  sorwo  Imdde  he  in  his  minde 
Er  that  he  coude  his  ielawshippo  fiiido. 
But,   at  tlie  Inste,   -whan    he    had    liem 

fonnde,  948 

He  made  him  redy  in  a  certain  stonnde, 
And  to  the  see  fnl  faste  he  gan  him  liye, 
And  saileth  foith  with  al  liis  companye 
Toward  Itaile,  as  wohle  destinee. 
But  of  his  aventures  in  the  see  (30) 

Nis  nat  to  purpos  for  to  speke  of  here, 
For  hit  acordeth  nat  to  my  matere.       955 
But,  as  I  seide,  of  him  and  of  Dido 
Shal  be  my  tale,  til  that  I  have  do. 

So  longe  he  sailed  in  the  salte  see 
Til  in  Libye  unnethe  ary-\'ed  he, 
With  shippes   seven   and   with  no  more 

uavye  ;  9*30 

And  glad  was  he  to  lo"nde  for  to  hye. 
So  was  he  with  the  tempest  al  to-shalje. 
And   whan  that  he  the  haven  had   y- 

take,  (4'>) 

He  had  a  knight,  was  called  Achates ;  964 
And  him  of  al  his  felawshippe  he  chees 
To  goon  with  him,  the  contre  for  tespye  ; 
He  took  with  him  no  more  compan3'e. 
But  forth  they  goon,  and  lafte  his  shippes 

ryde. 
His  fere  and  he,  with-outen  any  gyde.   969 
So  longe  he  walketh  in  this  ^vildernesse 
Til,  at  the  laste,  he  mette  an  hunteresse. 
A  bowe  in  hondc  and  arwes  hadde  she. 
Her  clothes  cutted  were  unto  the  knee  ;  (50) 
But  she  was  yit  the  fairest  creature 
That  ever  was  y-fomied  by  natiire ;       975 
And  Eneas  and  Achates  she  grette. 
And  thus  she  to  hem  spak,  whan  she  hem 

mette. 
'  Sawe  ye,'  quod  she,  '  as  ye  hap  walked 

wyde. 
Any  of  my  sustren  walke  yow  besyde. 
With  any  wilde  boor  or  other  besto      980 
That  they  ban  hunted  to,  in  this  foreste, 
Y-tukked  up,  with  arwes  in  her  cas  ? '  (59) 

'Nay,  soothly,  lady,'  quod  this  Eneas; 
'  But,  by  thy  beaute,  as  hit  thinkoth  me, 
Thou  mightcst  never  erthel3'  womman  l)o, 
But  Phebns  suster  artow,  as  I  gesse.     986 
And,  if  so  he  that  thou  be  a  goddesse. 
Have  mercy  on  our  labour  and  our  wo.' 
'  I  nam  no  goddcs,  soothly,'  quod  she 

tho; 


'  For  maidens  walken  in  this  contree  here, 
With-  arwes    and    with    bowe,    in    this 

manere.  991 

This  is  the  regno  of  Libie,  ther  ye  been. 
Of  which  that  Dido  lady  is  and  queen ' — 
And  shortlytolde  him  al  tho  occasioun  (71) 
WTiy  Dido  com  into  that  regioun,  •  995 
Of  which  as  now  me  lusteth  nat  torymo  ; 
Hit  nedeth  nat ;  hit  nere  but  los  of  tyme. 
For  this  is  al  and  som,  it  was  Venus, 
His  owne  modcr,  tbat  spak  with  him  thus ; 
And  to  Cartage  she  bad  he  sholdo  him 

dighte,  1000 

And  vanished  anoon  out  of  his  sighte. 
I  coude  folwe,  word  for  word,  Virgyle, 
But  it  wolde  lasten  al  to  longe  a  whyle.  (80) 
This  noble  queen,  that  eloped  was  Dido, 
That  whylom  was  the  wyf  of  Sitheo,  1005 
That  fairer  was  then  is  tho  brighto  Sonne, 
This  noble  toun  of  Cartage  hath  bogonne  ; 
In  which  she  regneth  in  so  greet  honour, 
That  she  was  holdo  of  alio  queues  flottr, 
Of  gentilesse,  of  freedom,  of  beautee  ;  loio 
That  wel  was  him  that  mighte  her  ones 

see; 
Of  kinges  and  of  lordes  so  desyrcd,       (89) 
That  al  the  world  her  beaute  hadde  y- 

fyred; 
She  stood  so  wel  in  every  wightes  grace. 
Whan  Eneas    was    come    un-to    that 

place,  1015 

Unto  the  maister-temple  of  al  the  toun 
Ther  Dido  was  in  her  devocionn, 
Ful  prively  his  wey  than  hath  he  nome. 
Whan  he  was  in  the  large  temple  come, 
I  can  nat  seyn  if  that  hit  be  possible,  1020 
But  Venus  hadde  him  maked  invisible — 
Thus  seith  the  book,  with-outen  any  lees. 
And  whan  this  Eneas  and  Achates     (100) 
Hadden  in  this  temple  been  over-al, 
Than  founde  they,  dcpojaited  on  a  wal. 
How  Troye  and  al  the  lond  destroj-ed  was. 
'Alias  !  that  I  was  bom,'  quod  Eneas,  1027 
'  Through-out  the  world  our  shame  is  kid 

so  wyde, 
Now  it  is  pcynted  upon  cvciy  syde  ! 
We,  that  wercn  in  prosperitee,  1030 

Be  now  disslaundred,  and  in  swich  degree, 
No  lengor  for  to  liven  I  no  kepo  ! ' 
And,  with  that  worde,  he  brast  out  for  to 

wepe  (no) 
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So    tendrely,    that    routlio    hit   was    to 

seue. 
This  frpsshe  laily,  of  the  citee  queue,  1035 
Stood  in  the  temple,  in  her  cstat  ro>-al, 
So  richely,  and  eek  so  fair  with-al. 
So  yong-,  so  histy,  with  lier  eyen  ghide. 
That,  if  that  god,  that  heveu  and  ortiie 

made, 
W'olde  han  a  love,  for  beatite  anil  go(jd- 

nesse,  1040 

And  womanhod,  and  trouthe,  and  seemli- 

nesse. 
Whom   sholde   he   loven   Init    this    lady 

swete  ? 
There   nis  no  womman   to   him  half  so 

mete.  (120) 

Fortune,  that  hath  the  world  in  govern- 

aunce. 
Hath    sodeinly    broght     in     so   newe    a 

channce,  1045 

That  never  was  thcr  yit  so  fremd  a  cas. 
For  al  the  conipanye  of  Eneas, 
Which  that  he  wende  han  loren  in  the 

see, 
Ary\-ed  is,  nat  fer  fro  that  citee  ; 
For  which,  the  grettest  of  his  lordessome 
By  aveuture  ben  to  the  citee  come,      105 1 
Unto  that  same  temple,  for  to  seke 
The  quene,  and  of  her  socovir  her  beseke  ; 
Swich  renoun  was  ther   spronge  of  her 

goodnesse.  (i3') 

And,  whan  they  hadden  told  al  hir  dis- 

tresse,  1055 

And  al  hir  tempest  and  hir  harde  cas. 
Unto  the  quene  appered  Eueas, 
And  openly  beknew  that  hit  was  he. 
Who  hadde  joye  than  but  his  mej-nee, 
That  hadden  founde  hir  lord,  hir  gover- 

nour  ?  1060 

The   quene   saw  they  dido  him  swich 

hon<  itir. 
And  had  herd  ofte  of  Eneas,  er  tho. 
And  in  her  herte  she  hadde  routhe  and 

wo  (140) 

Tliat  ever  swich  a  noble  man  as  he 
Shal  been  disherited  in  swich  degree ;  1065 
Anil  saw  the   man,  that  ho  was  lyk  a 

knight, 
And  suffisaunt  of  persoue  and  of  might. 
And  lyk  to  been  a  veray  gentil  man  : 
And  wel  his  wordes  he  besette  can. 


And  had  a  noblo  visage  for  the  nones.  1070 
And  Ibrmeil  wol  of  ))raunos  ancl  of  lM>nes. 
For,  after  Venus,  hadde  he  swich    fair- 

uesse, 
That  no  man  might   bo   half  so  fair,  I 

gesae.  n5o; 

And  wel  a  lord  he  semed  for  to  be. 
And,    for  he  was  a  straunger,  somwhat 

she  1075 

Lyked  him  the  bet,  as,  god  do  bote. 
To  som  folk  ofte  newo  thing  is  swotc 
Anoon  her  herte  hath  pitee  of  liis  wo, 
And,  with  that  pitee,  love  com  in  also  ; 
And  thus,  for  pitee  and  for  gentilesse,  1080 
Refresshed  moste  he  been  of  his  distresse. 
She  seide,  certes,  that  she  sorj'  was 
That  he  hath  had  swich  peril  and  swich 

cas;  (160) 

And,  in  her  frendly  speche,  in  this  manere 
She  to  him  spak,  and  seide  as  ye  may 

here.  1085 

'  Be  ye  nat  Venus  sone  and  Anchises  ? 
In  good  feith,  al  the  worship  and  encrees 
That  I  may  goodly  doon   yow,   ye   shnl 

have. 
Your  shippes   and   your  meynee  shal  I 

save ; ' 
And  many  a  gentil  word  she  spak  him  to ; 
And  comaunded  her  messageres  go      1091 
The  same  day,  with-outen  any  faile. 
His  shippes  for  to  seke,  and  hem  vitaile. 
She  manyabesteto  the  shippes  sente,  (171) 
And  with  the  wyn  she  gan  hem  to  pre- 

sente ;  1095 

And  to  her  royal  paleys  she  her  spedde. 
And  Eueas  alwcy  with  her  she  ledde. 
What  nedeth  yow  the  teste  to  descry ve  ? 
He  never  beter  at  ese  was  his  lyve. 
Ful  was  the  feste  of  deyntees  and  rich- 

esse,  1100 

Of  iustriuuents,  of  song,  and  of  gladnesse, 

And  many  an  amorous  loking  and  devys. 

This  Eneas  is  come  to  Paradys        (180) 

Out  of  the  swolow  of  helle,  and  thus  in 

joye  1 104 

Kemembreth  him  of  his  estat  in  Tro-^e. 
To  dauncing-chambrcs  ful  of  parements. 
Of  riche  beddes,  and  of  ornaments, 
Tliis  Eneas  is  lad,  after  tho  mete. 
Antl  with  the  quene  whan  that  he  had 

sete, 


374 


^f)i.  Bcgcnb  of  (Booi  (^owen. 


And  spyces  parted,  and  the  wyii  agoon, 
Viito  his  chambres  was  he  lad  anoon     1 1 1 1 
To  take  his  ese  and  for  to  have  his  reste, 
AVith  al  his  folk,  to  doon  what  so  hem 

leste.  (190) 

Ther  nas  coursere  wel  y-brydled  noon, 
Ne  stede,  for  the  j  listing  wel  to  goon,  1 1 15 
Ne  large  palfrey,  esy  for  the  nones, 
Xe  juwel,  fretted  ful  of  riche  stones, 
Ke  saklies  ful  of  gold,  of  large  wighte, 
Xe  ruby  noon,  that  shynede  by  nighte, 
Ne  gentil  hautein  faucon  heronere,      1120 
Xe   hound,   for  hert   or   wildo    boor    or 

dere, 
Xe  coiipe  of  gold,  with  florins  newe  y-bete. 
That  in  the  lond  of  Libie  may  be  gete, 
That  Dido  ne  hath  hit  Eneas  y-sent ;  (201) 
And  al  is  payed,  what  that  he  hath  spent. 
Thus  can  this  -f  noble  quene  her  gestes 

calle,  H26 

As  she  that  can  in  freedom  passen  alle.    . 

Eneas  sothly  eek,  with-outen  lees. 
Hath  sent  un-to  his  shippe,  by  Achates, 
After  his  sone,  and  after  riche  thinges. 
Both  ceptre,  clothes,   broches,   and   eek 

ringes,  1131 

Soni  for  to  were,  and  som  for  to  presente 
To  her,  that  all  thise  noble  thinges  him 

sente  ;  (210) 

And   bad  his  sone,   how  that  he  sholde 

make 
The  presenting,   and  to   the   quene   hit 

take.  1135 

Eepaired  is  this  Achates  again, 
And  Eneas  ful  blisful  is  and  lain 
To  seen  his  yonge  sone  Ascanius. 
But  natheles,  our  autour  telleth  us, 
That  Cupido,  that  is  the  god  of  love,    1 140 
At  preyere  of  his  moder,  hyc  above, 
Hadde  the  lykncs  of  tlie  child  y-take, 
Tliis  noble  qitene  enamoured  to  make  (220) 
On  Eneas  ;  but,  as  of  that  scripture. 
Be  as  be  may,  I  make  of  hit  no  cure.     1 145 
But   sooth  is  this,   the  quene  hath  mad 

swich  cherc 
Un-to  this  child,  that  wonder  is  to  here  ; 
And  of  the  present  that  his  fader  sente 
She  thanked  him  ful  ofte,  in  good  entente. 
Thus  is  this  quene  in  plesaunce  and  in 

joye,  1 150 

With  al  this  newe  lusty  folk  of  Troye. 


And  of  the   dedes  hath    she    more   en- 

quercd 
Of  Eneas,  and  al  the  story  lered  (230) 

Of  Troye ;    and  al  the  longe   day  they 

tweye 
Entendedcn  to  speken  and  to  pleye  ;     1 155 
Of  which  ther  gan  to  breden  swich  a  fyr. 
That  sely  Dido  hath  now  swich  desyr 
With  Eneas,  her  newe  gest,  to  dele, 
That  she  hath  lost  her  hewe,  and  eek  her 

hele. 
Xowto  th'effect,  now  to  the  fruit  of  al,  1 160 
Why  I  have  told  this  story,  and  tellen 

shal. 
Thus  I  beginne  ;  hit  fil,  upon  a  night, 
Wlieii  that  the  mone  up-reysed  had  her 

light,  (240) 

This  noble  quene  un-to  her  reste  wente  ; 
She  syketh  sore,   and  gan   her-self  tur- 

mente.  1165 

She   waketh,   walweth,   maketh  many  a 

brayd, 
As  doon  thise  loveres,  as  I  have  herd  sayd. 
And  at  the  laste,  unto  her  suster  Anne 
She  made  her  moon,  and  right  thus  spak 

she  thanne. 
'  Xow,  dere  suster  myn,  what  may  hit 

be  1 170 

That  me  agasteth  in  my  dreme  ? '  quod 

she. 
'  This  ilke  Troyan  is  so  in  my  thoght, 
For    that    me    thinketh    he    is    so    wel 

y-wroght,  (250) 

And  eek  so  lykly  for  to  be  a  man. 
And  therwithal  so  mikel  good  ho  can,  1175 
That  al  my  love  and  lyf  lyth  in  his  cure. 
Have  ye  not  herd  him  telle  his  aventtire? 
Xow  certes,  Anne,  if  that  ye  rede  hit  me, 
I  wolde  fain  to  him  y-wedded  be  ;         1 179 
This  is  th'effect;  what  sholde  I  more  seye? 
In  him  lyth  al,  to  do  me  live  or  deye.' 
Her  suster  Anne,  as  she  that  coude  her 

good, 
Seide  as  her  thoughte,  and  somdel  hit 

with-stood.  (260) 

But  her-of  was  so  long  a  sermoning. 
Hit  were  to  long  to  make  rehersing;    1185 
But  fynally,    hit    may   not    been    with- 

stonde ; 
Love   wol  love — for    no   wight  wol    hit 

wonde. 


Z()C  Bc^tnl  of  ©tbo. 


375 


The  dawdling  up-rist  out  of  the  see  ; 
This  amorous  queue  chargeth  her  meynee 
The  nettes  dresse,  and  speres  broile  and 

kene  ;  U90 

An  hunting  wol  this  lusty  fresshe  qnene  ; 
So  priketh  her  this  newe  j<ily  wo. 
To  hors  is  al  her  lusty  I'olk  y-go  ;         (270) 
Un-tothe  court  the  houndesbeen  y-broght, 
And  up-on  coursers,  swift  as  any  thoght, 
Her  yonge  kniglites  hoven  al  aboute,    1 196 
And  of  her  wommcn  eek  an  huge  route. 
Up-on  a  thikke  palfrey,  paper-whyt, 
With  sadel  rede,  enbrouded  with  delyt, 
Of  gold  the  barrcs  up-cubossed  hye,     1200 
Sit  Dido,  al  in  gold  and  perre  ^vTye ; 
And  she  is  fair,  as  is  the  brighte  morwe, 
That  helethsekefolkof  nightes  sorwe.  (280) 

Up-on  a  courser,  startling  as  the  fyr. 
Men  mighte  turno  him  with  a  litel  wyr, 
Sit  Eneas,  Ij'k  Phebus  to  devyse  ;       '  1206 
So  was  he  fresshe  arayed  in  his  wyse. 
The  fomy  brydel  with  the  bit  of  gold 
Governeth   he,    right    as    him-self  hath 

wold. 
And  forth   this   noble  quene  thus  lat  I 

ryde  1210 

■  An  hunting,  with  this  Troyau  by  her  syde. 
The  herd  of  hertes  founden  is  anoon, 
With  '  hey  !  go  bet !  prik  thou  !  lat  goon, 

lat  goon  !  (290) 

Why  nil  the  leoun  comen  or  the  here, 
That  I  mighte  ones  mete  him  with  this 

spere?'  12 15 

Thus  seyn  thise  yonge  folk,  and  i\i)  they 

kille 
These  f  hertes  wilde,  and  han  hem  at  hir 

wille. 
Among    al    this    to-romblen    gan    the 

heven, 
The  thunder  rored  with  a  grisly  steven  ; 
Doun  com  the  rain,  with  hoil  and  sleet 

so  faste, '  I230 

With  hevenes  fyr,  that  hit  so  sore  agaste 
This  noble  quene,  and  also  her  meynee, 
TJiat  ech  of  hem  was  glad  a-wey  to  flee.  (300) 
And  shortly,  fro  the  tempest  her  to  save, 
She  fledde  her-self  into  a  litel  cave,     1225 
And  with  her  wente  this  Eneas  al-so  ; 
I  noot,  with  hem  if  ther  wente  any  mo  ; 
The  autour  maketh  of  hit  no  mencioun. 
And  heer  began  the  depe  affeccioun 


was  tlie  firste 
1230 
her 


Betwix  liem   two ;    this 

morwe 
Of  her  gladnesse,   and   ginning   of 

sorwe. 
For  ther  hath  Eneas  y-kncled  so,        (309) 
And  told  her  al  his  herte,  and  al  his  wo, 
And  sworn  so  depe,  to  her  to  be  trcjwe, 
For  wele  or  wo,    and  chatmge    for   no 

newe,  1235 

And  as  a  fals  lover  so  wel  can  plejme, 
That  sely  Ditlo  rewed  on  his  peyne. 
And  took  him  for  husband,  f  to  been  his 

wyf 
For  ever-mo,  whyl  that  hem  laste  lyf. 
And  after  this,  whan  that  the  tempest 

stente,  1 240 

With  mirth  out   as   they  comen,  boom 

they  wente. 
The   wikked   fame   up  roos,   and  that 

anon,  ^319) 

How  Eneas  hath  with  the  quene  y-gon 
In-to  the  cave  ;  and  demed  as  hem  liste  ; 
And  whan  the  king,  that  Yarbas  hight, 

hit  wiste,  1245 

As  he  that  had  her  loved  ever  his  lyf, 
And  wowed  her,  to  have  her  to  his  'w'yf, 
Swich  sorwe  as  he  hath  maked,  and  swich 

chere. 
Hit  is  a  routhe  and  pitee  for  to  here. 
But,  as  in  love,  al-day  hit  happeth  so,   1 250 
That  oon  shal  laiighen  at  anothers  wo  ; 
Now  laugheth  Eneas,  and  is  in  joj'c 
And  more  richesse  than  ever  he  was  in 

Troye.  (330) 

O  sely  womman,  ful  of  innocence,    1254 
Ful  of  pitee,  of  trouthe,  and  conscience. 
What  maked  yow  to  men  to  trusten  so  ? 
Have  ye  swich  routhe  iipon  hir  feined  wo, 
And    han    swich    olde    ensamples    yow 

beforn  ? 
See  ye  nat  alle,  how  they  been  for-sworn  ? 
Wher  see  j'e  oon,  that  he  ne  hath  latt  his 

leef,  i26<i 

Or  been  unkinde,  or  doon  hir  som  mis- 

cheef, . 
Or  pilled  her,  or  hosted  of  his  dede  ?  (^339) 
Ye  may  as  wel  hit  seen,  as  ye  may  rede  ; 
Tak  heed  now  of  this  grete  gentil-man. 
This  Troyan,  that  so  wel  her  plesen  can, 
That  feineth  him  so  trewe  and  obeising, 
So  gentil  and  so  privy  of  his  doing,      1267 
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And  can  sowel  doon  idle  bis  obeisaunces, 
And  waiten  ber  at  festes  and  at  daunces, 
And  wben  she  gotb  to  temple  and  boom 
ageyn,  '^70 

And  fasten  til  bo  hatb  bis  lady  seyn, 
And  bere  in  bis  devyses,  for  ber  sake, 
Noot  I  nat  Avbat :  and  songes  wolde  be 
make,  (35o) 

Justen,  and  doon  of  armes  many  thinges, 
Sende  berlettres,  tokens,  brocbes,  ringes— 
Now   herknetb,    bow   be  sbal  bis    lady 
serve  !  "76 

Tber-as  bo  was  in  peril  for  to  starve 
For   hunger,    and   for   mischeef    in   the 

see. 
And  desolat,  and  fled  from  his  contree, 
And  al  his  folk  with  tempest  alto-driven, 
She  hath  her  body  and  eek  her  reame 
jdven  1281 

In-to  bis  bond,  tber-as  she  migbte  have 

been 
Of  other  lond  than  of  Cartage  a  queen, 
And  lived  in  joye  y-nogh  ;  what  wolde  ye 
more?  (361) 

This  Eneas,  that  hath  so  depe  y-swore, 
Is  wery  of  his  cratt  with-in  a  throwe ;  1286 
The  bote  ernest  is  al  over-blowe. 
And  prively  he  doth  his  shippes  dighte, 
And  shapeth  him  to  stele  a-wey  by  nighte. 
This  Dido  hath  suspecioun  of  this,  1290 
And  thoughte  wel,  that  bit  was  al  a-mis ; 
For  in  his   bedde   be   lyth  a-night  and 

syketh  ; 
She  asketh  him  anoon,  what  him  niis- 
lyketb—  (37°) 

'  My  dere  berte,  which  that  I  love  most  ? ' 
'  Certes,'  quod  he,  '  this  night  my  fadres 
gost  1295 

Hatb  in  my  sleep  so  sore  me  tormented. 
And  eek  Mercurie  liis  message  bath  pre- 
sented. 
That  nodes  to  the  conquest  of  Itaile 
My  destinee  is  sone  for  to  saile  ; 
For  which,  me  tbiiiketh,  brosten  is  myn 
berte ! '  .  130*^ 

Ther-witb  bis  false  teres  out  they  sterto ; 
And  taketh  her  witb-in  his  armes  two. 
'  Is  that  in  ernest,'  quod  she  ;  '  wil  ye 
so  ?  (380) 

Have  yo  nat  sworn  to  wyve  me  to  take, 
Alas  !  what  womman  wil  ye  of  me  make  ? 


I  am  a  gentil-woman  and  a  queen,  1306 
Ye  wil  nat  fro  your  wyf  thus  foule  fleen  '? 
That  I  was  born  !  alias  !  what  sbal  I  do?  ' 
To  telle  in  short,  this  noble  queen  Dido, 
She  seketh  balwes,  and  doth  sacrifyse; 
She   kneletb,   cryeth,    that  routhe  is  to 

devyse ;  '3" 

Conjnreth  him,  and  profreth  liim  to  be 
His  thral,  his  servant  in  the  leste  gi-ee  ; 
She  faUeth  him  to  fote,  and  swowneth 
there  (391) 

Discbevele,  with  ber  brighte  gilte  bere. 
And   seith,    '  have   mercy !    let  me  with 
yow  ryde  !  '3i6 

Thise  lordcs,  which  that  wonen  me  besyde 
Wil  me  destroyen  only  for  your  sake. 
And,  so  ye  wil  me  now  to  wyve  take. 
As  ye  ban  sworn,  than  wol  I  yive  yow 
love  1320 

To  sleeu  me  with  yovir  swerd  now  sone  at 

eve  ! 
For  than  yit  sbal  I  dyen  as  your  wyf. 
I  am  with  cbilde,  and  yive  my  child  his 
lyf.  (400) 

Mercy,  lord  !  have  pite  in  your  thogbt ! ' 
But  al  this  thing  availeth  her  right  nogbt ; 
For  on  a  night,  slepinge,  he  let  her  lye, 
And  stal  a-wey  nn-to  his  companye,    1327 
And,  as  a  traitour,  forth  he  gan  to  saile 
Toward  the  large  contree  of  Itaile. 
Thus  hatb  be  laft  Dido  in  wo  and  pyne  ; 
And  wedded  ther  a  lady  bight  Lavyne. 
A   cloth  be  lafte,  and  eek  his  swerd 
stonding,  (409)  »332 

Whan  be  fro  Dido  stal  in  her  sloping, 
Eight  at  her  beddes  heed,  so  gan  he  bye 
Whan  that  he  stal  a-wey  to  bis  navj^c  ; 
Which  cloth,  whan  sely  Dido  gan  awake, 
She  hath  hit  kist  ful  ofte  for  bis  sake  ; 
And   seide,    '  O   cloth,   wbyl  Jupiter  bit 

leste, 
Talc  now  my  soule,  unbind  -me  of  this 
unreste !  '339 

I  have  fulfild  of  fortune  al  the  cours.' 
And  thus,  alias  !  with-outcn  bis  socours. 
Twenty  tyme  y-swowned  hatb  she  thanne. 
And,   whan   that   she   un-to  ber   suster 
Anno  (420) 

Compleyned    had,    of  which   I  may  nat 
wry  to —  '344 

So  greet  a  routhe  I  have  bit  for  t'endyte — 
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And  bad  ber  norice  and  ber  suster  goon 
To  feccben  fyr  and  otber  tbing  anoou, 
And  seido,  that  she  wolde  sacrifye. 
And,    whan   she   mighte    her   tjTno   wel 

espj-e, 
Up-on  the  fyr  of  sacrifys  she  sterte,     1350 
And  ■with  bis  swerd  she  roof  ber  to  the 
herte. 
But,  as  myn  autour  seith,  riglit  thus 
she  seyde ;  (429) 

Or  she  was  hurt,  before  that  she  deyde, 
She  wroot  a  lettre  anoon,  that  thus  be- 
gan :— 
'  Eight  so,'  quod  she,  '  as  that  the  whyte 
swan  1355 

Ayeins  bis  deeth  beginneth  for  to  singe, 
Eight  so  to  yow  make  I  my  compleyninge. 


Nat  that  I  trowe  to  geten  yow  again, 
For  wel  I  woot  that  it  is  al  in  %ain. 
Sin  that  the  goddes  been  contraire  to  me. 
But  sin  my  name  is  lost  tbrougli  yow,' 

quod  she,  1361 

'  I  may  wel  lese  a  word  on  yow,  or  letter, 
Al-be-it  that  I  sbal  be  never  the  better ; 
For  thilke   wind    that   blew   your    sliip 

a- way,  (441) 

The  same  wind  hath  blowe  a-wey  your 

fey.'—  1365 

But  who    wol    al  this   letter  have  in 

minde, 
Rede  Ovide,  and  in  him  he  sbal  bit  finde. 

Explicit  Legenda  Didonis  MaHiris, 
C'artaginia  regine. 


lY.    THE  LEGEND  OF  HYPSIPYLE  AND  MEDEA. 


Incipit  Legenda  YsipMle  et  Medee, 

MaHirum. 

Part  I.  Th.e  Legend  of  HypsirvLE. 

Thou  rote  of  false  lovers,  duk  Jasoun  ! 
Thou  sly  devourer  and  confiisioun 
Of  gentil-womnien,  tender  creatures,  1370 
Thou   madest   thj-   reclaiming   and    thy 

lures 
To  ladies  of  thy  statly  apparaiince. 
And  of  thy  wordes,  farced  with  plesaunce. 
And    of   thy    feyned   tfouthe    and    thy 

manere, 
With  tbyn  obeisaunce  and  thy  humble 

chere,  (8)  1375 

And  with  thy  counterfeted  pej-ne  and  wo. 
Ther  other  falsen  opn,  thou  falsest  two  ! 
0  !  oftc  swore  thou  that  thoxi  woldest  dye 
For  love,  whan  thou  ne  feltest  maladye 
Save  foul  delyt,  which  that  thou  caUest 

love !  1380 

If  that  I  live,  thy  name  sbal  be  shove 
In    English,    that   thy   sleighte   shal    be 

knowe ! 
Have  at  thee,  Jasoun  !  now  tbyn  horn  is 

blowe  ! 
But  certes,  bit  is  botbe  routhe  and  wo 
That  love  with  false  loveres  werketb  so  : 


For  they  shul  have  wel  better  love  and 
chere  13S6 

Than  he  that  bath  aboght  his  love  fol 
dere,  (20) 

Or  had  in  armes  many  a  blody  box. 

For  ever  as  tendre  a  capoun  et  the  fox, 

Thogh  he  be  fals  and  bath  the  foul  be- 
trayed, 1390 

As  sbal  the  good-man  that  ther-for  hath 
payed ; 

Al  have  be  to  the  capoun  skille  and 
right. 

The  false  fox  wol  have  bis  part  at  night. 

On  Jasoun  this  ensample  is  wel  y-seno 

By  Isiphile  and  Mede*tbe  quene.  1595 
In  Tessalye,  as  Guido  telletb  us, 

Ther  was  a  king  that  liigbte  Pelleus,  C30) 

lliat  had  a  brother,  which  that  higbte 
Eson  ; 

And,  whan  for  age  be  mighte  unnethes 

He  yaf  to  Pelleus  the  governing  1400 

Of  al  his  regne,  and  made  him  lord  and 
.      king. 

Of  which  Eson  this  Jasoun  geten  was, 
Tliat,  in  his  tyme,  in  al  that  lond,  ther  nas 
Nat  swich  a  famous  knight  of  gentilesse, 
Of  freedom,  and  of  strengthe  and  lusti- 
nesse.  1405 
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After  liis  fiuler  deeth,  he  Imr  him  so     (39) 
That  ther  nns  noon  that  liste  been  his  fo, 
But  dide  him  .1I  honour  and  companj'e  ; 
Of  which  this  Pelleus  hath  greet  envye, 
Imagining  that  Jasoun  mighte  be        14 10 
Enhaunsed  so,  and  put  in  swich  degree 
With  love  of  lordes  of  liis  regioiin, 
That  from  his  regno  he  may  be  put  adoun. 
And  in  his  wit,  a-night,  compassed  lie 
How  Jasoun  mighte  best  destroyed  be  1415 
■\Vithoute  slaunder  of  his  compasment. 
And  at  the  laste  he  took  avisement       (50) 
To  sendc'u  him  in-to  som  fer  controe 
Ther  as  this  Jasoun  may  destroyed  be. 
This  was  his  wit ;  al  made  he  to  Jasoun 
Gret  chere  of  love  and  of  affeccioun,  142: 
For  drede  lest  his  lordes  hit  espydo. 
So  fil  hit  so,  as  fame  ronneth  wydc, 
Ther  was  swich  tyding  over-al  and  swich 

los, 
That  in  an  yle  that  called  was  Colcos,  1425 
Beyonde  Troye,  estward  in  the  see, 
That  ther-in  was  a  ram,  that  men  mighte 
see,  (60) 

That  had  a  flees  of  gold,  that  shoon  so 

brighte, 
That  no-whor  was  ther   swich  an-other 
sighte ;  14^9 

But  hit  was  kept  alway  with  a  dragoun, 
And  many  othere  merveils,  up  and  doun, 
And  with  two  boles,  maked  al  of  bras, 
That  spitten  fyr,  and  moche  thing  ther 

was. 
But  this  was  eek  the  tale,  nathelees, 
That  who-so  wolde  winne  thilko  flees,  1435 
He  moste  bothe,  or  he  hit  winne  mighte, 
With  the  Vx)les  and  the  dragoun  fighte  ; 
And  king  Oetes  lord  was  of  that  yle.    (71) 
This  Pellevis  bethoghte  upon  this  wyle  ; 
That  he  his  nevew  Jasoun  wolde  enhorte 
To  sailen  to  that  lond,  him  to  disporte, 
And  seide,  '  Nevew,  if  hit  mighte  be 
That  swich  a  worship  mighte  fallen  thee, 
That   thou  this  famous  tresor  mightest 
winne,  1444 

And  bringen  hit  my  regioun  with-inne,  • 
Hit  were  to  me  gret  plesaunceand  honour  ; 
Than  were  I  holde  to  quyto  thy  labour.  (80) 
And  al  the  cost  I  wol  my-selven  make  ; 
And  chees  what  folk  that  thou  wilt  with 
thee  take ;  1449 


Lat  see  now,  darstow  taken  this  viage  ? ' 
Jasoun  was  yong,  and  lusty  of  corage, 
And   under-took   to   doon   this   ilke  em- 
pryse. 
Anoon  Argus  liis  shippes  gan  devyse  ; 
With  Jasoun  wente  the  stronge  Erculcs. 
And   many  an-other  that  he  with  him 
chees.  i-t-55 

But  who-so  axeth  who  is  with  him  gon, 
Lat  him  go  reden  Argonauticon,  (90) 

For  he  wol  telle  a  tale  long  y-now. 
Philotetes  anoon  the  sail  up-drow, 
Whan  that  the  wind  was  good,  and  gan 
him  hye  >46o 

Out  of  his  contrce  called  Tessalye. 
So  long  he  sailed  in  the  salte  see 
Til  in  the  yle  f  Lemnoun  ar.y^'ed  he — 
Al  be  this  nat  rehersed  of  Guido, 
Yet  seith  Ovyde  in  his  Epistles  so —   1465 
And  of  this  yle  lady  was  and  queue 
The  faire  yonge  Isiphilee,  the  shene,  (100) 
That  whylom  Thoaa    doghter  was,   the 
king. 
Isiphilee  was  goon  in  her  plajdng  ;  14O9 
And,  roming  on  the  clyves  by  the  see, 
Under  a  banke  anoon  cspyed  she 
^^^ler  that  the  ship  of  Jasoun  gan  aryve. 
Of  her  goodnesse  adoun  she  sendeth  blyve 
To  witen  yif  that  any  straunge  wight  1474 
With  tempest  thider  were  y-blowe  a-night, 
To  doon  him  socour ;  as  was  her  usaunce 
To  forthren  every  wight,  and  doon  ple- 
saunce  ("o) 

Of  veray  bountee  and  of  curtesye. 

This  messagere  adoun  him  gan  to  hye, 
And  fond  Jasoun,  and  Ercules  also,    1480 
That  in  a  cogge  to  londe  were  y-go 
Hem  to  refresshen  and  to  take  the  eyr. 
The  morwening  atempre  was  and  fair  ; 
And  in  his  wey  the  messagere  hem  mette. 
Ful  cunningly  thise  lordes  two  he  grette, 
And  dide  his  message,  axing  hem  anoon 
Yif  they  were  l^roken,  or  oght  wo  begoon, 
Or  hadde  nede  of  lodcsmen  or  vitaile  ;  ( i  -'  1 1 
For  of  socour  they  shulde  no-thing  faile. 
For  hit  was  utterly  the  queues  wille.  1490 

Jasoun  answcrde,  niekely  and  stille, 
'  My  lady,'  quod  he,  '  thanke  I  hertely 
Of  hir  goodnesse  ;  us  nedcth,  trewely, 
No-thing  as  now,  but  that  we  wery  be, 
And  come  for  to  pleye,  out  of  the  see,  1495 
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Til  that  the  wind  \>e  better  in  our  weye.' 
Thisladyromethbythecliftoployo,  (130) 
With  her  meynee,  cndelong  the  stronde, 
And   fynt   this   Jasoun   and   this    other 

stonde,  1499 

In  spekinge  of  this  thing,  as  I  yow  toldo. 

This  Ercules  and  Jasoun  gan  Ix'liolde 
How  that  the  quene  Ixit  was,  and  faire 

her  grette 
Anon-right  as  they  with  this  lady  mette  ; 
And  she  took  heed,  and   knew,  by  hir 

manere, 
By  hir  aray,  by  wordes  and  bychere,  1505 
That  hit  were  gentil-men,  of  greet  degree. 
And  to  the  castel  with  her  ledeth  she 
Thise  straunge  folk,  and  doth  hem  greet 

honour,  ('4') 

And  axeth  hem  of  travail  and  labour 
That  they  han  suffred  in  the  salte  see ;  1510 
So  that,  within  a  day,  or  two,  or  three, 
She  knew,  by  folk  that  in  his  shippes  be, 
That  hit  was  Jasoun,  ful  of  renomee, 
And  Ercules,  that  had  the  grete  los,  1514 
That  soghten  the  aventures  of  Colcos  ; 
And  didc  hem  honour  more  then  before. 
And   with   hem   deled   ever   lenger    the 

more,  (150) 

For  they  ben  worthy  folk,  with-outen  lees. 
And  namely,  most  she  spak  with  Ercules; 
To  him  her  herto  bar,  he  sholde  be      1520 
Sad,  wys,  and  trewc,  of  wordes  avisee, 
M'ith-outen  any  other  aflfeccioun 
Of  love,  or  evil  imaginacioun. 

This  Erculeshath  so  this  Jasoun  prcysed, 
Tliat   to    the    sonne    he    hath    him    up 

areysed,  1525 

That  half  so  trewe  a  man  ther  nas  of  love 
Under  the  cope  of  heven  that  is  above  ; 
And   he   was   wj-s,    hardy,    secree,    and 

riche. —  (161) 

Of  thise  three  pointes  ther  nas  noon  him 

liche  ; 
Of  freedom  passed  he,  and  lustihede,  1530 
Alle  tho  that  liven  or  ben  dede  ; 
Ther-to  so  g^eet  a  gentil-man  was  he. 
And  of  Tessalie  lykly  king  to  be. 
Ther  nas  no  lak,  but  that  he  was  agast 
To  love,  and  for  to  speke  shamefast.    1535 
He  hadde  lever  him-self  to  mordre,  and 

dye  (169) 

Than  that  men  shulde  a  lover  him  espye : — 


'  As  woldo  almighty  god  that  I  ha<l  yive 
My  blood  and  flesh,  so  that  I  mighte  live. 
With  the  nones  that  ha  hadde  o-wher 

a  wj-f  1540 

For  his  estat ;  for  swich  a  lusty  Ij-f 
She  sholde  lede  with  this  lusty  knight !' 
And   al    this   was    compassed   on    the 

night 
Betwixc  him  Jasoiin  and  this  Ercules. 
Of  thise  two  heor  was  mad  a  shrewed  lees 
To  come  to  hons  upf>n  an  innocent ;     154^ 
For  to  be-dote  this  queen-was  hir  assent. 
And  Jasoun  is  as  coy  as  is  a  maide,     (i8i) 
He  loketh  pitously,  but  noght  he  saide, 
But  frely  yaf  he  to  her  conseileres       1550 
Yiftes  grete,  and  to  her  officeres. 
As  wolde  god  I  leiser  hadde,  and  tyme, 
By  proces  al  his  wowing  for  to  ryme. 
But  in  this  hous  if  any  fals  lover  be, 
Eight  as  him-self  now  doth,  right  so  dide 

he,  1555 

With  feyning  and  with  every  sotil  dede. 
Ye  gete  no  more  of  me,  but  ye  wil  rede 
Th'original,  that  telleth  al  the  cas.     (191) 
The  somme  is  this,  that  Jasoun  wedded 

was 
Unto  this  quene,  and  took  of  her  sub- 

staunce  1560 

What-so  him  liste,  unto  his  purveyaitnce  ; 
And  upon  her  begat  he  children  two, 
And  drow  his  sail,  and  saw  her  never-mo. 

A  lettre  sente  she  to  him  certein. 
Which  were  to  long  to  wryten  and  to 

sein,  1565 

And  him  repreveth  of  his  grete  untrouthe. 
And  preyeth  him  on  her  to    have   som 

routhe.  (200) 

And  of  his  children  two,  ghe  seide  him 

this. 
That  they  be  lyke,  of  alle  thing,  y-wis, 
To  Jasoun,  save  they  coude  nat  begj-le  : 
And  prej^ed  god,  or  hit  were  longe  whyle. 
That  she,  that  had  his  herte  y-raft  her  fro, 
Moste  finden  him  to  her  iintrewe  al-so, 
And  that  she  moste  bothe  her  children 

spille,  1574 

And  alle  tho  that  suffreth  him  his  wille. 
And  trew  to  .Jasoun  was  she  al  her  lyf, 
And  ever  kepte  her  chast,  as  for  his  wyf ; 
Ne  never  had  she  joye  at  her  herte,    (211) 
Bat  dyed,  for  his  love,  of  sorwes  smerte. 
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Part  II.      The  Lkgend  of  Medea. 

To  Colcos  comen  is  tliis  duk  Jasoun, 
That  is  oi'love  dovoiiror  and  dr.agoiin.  1581 
As  matere  appetj'teth  forme  al-wey, 
And  from  forme  in-to  forme  hit  passen 

may, 
Or  as  a  wclle  that  were  hotomlees, 
Right  so  can  fals  Jasoiin  have  no  pees. 
For,  to  desyren,  through  hisappetyt,  1586 
To  doon  with  gentil  wommen  his  delyt, 
This  is  his  hist  and  his  felicitee.  (221) 

.Tasonn  is  romed  forth  to  the  citee, 
That  whylom  cleped  was  Jaconitos,    1590 
That  was  the  niaLster-toun  of  al  Colcos, 
And  hath  y-told  the  cause  of  his  coming 
Un-to  Oetes,  of  that  contro  king. 
Preying    him    that   he  -moste    doon  his 

assay  1594 

To  gete  the  flees  of  gold,  if  that  he  may; 
Of  which  the  king  assenteth  to  his  bono, 
And  doth  him  honour,  as  hit  is  to  done, 
So  ferfortli,  that  liis  doghter  and  his  eyr, 
Medea,  which  that  was  so  wys  and  fair 
That  fairer  saw  ther  never  man  with  ye, 
He  made  her  doon  to  .Tasoun  companye 
At  mete,  and  sitte  by  him  in  the  halle. 
Now  was  Jasoun  a  semely  man  with- 

alle,  (236) 

And  lyk  a  lord,  and  had  a  greet  renoun. 
And  of  his  loke  as  real  as  leoun,  1605 

And  goodly  of  his  speche,  and  famulere. 
And  coude  of  love  al  craft  and  art  plenere 
With-oute  boke,  with  everich  observaunce. 
And,  as  fortune  her  oghte   a  fov^l  mes- 

chaunce. 
She  wex  enamoured  upon  this  man.    16 10 
*  .Jasoun,'  quod  she,  'for  ought  I  see  or 

can. 
As  of  this  thing  the  which  ye  been  aboute. 
Ye  han  your-self  y-put  in  moche  doute. 
For,  who-so  wol  this  aventure  acheve. 
He  maj'  iiat  wel  asterten,  as  I  leve,     1615 
With-outen  deeth,  but  I  his  helpe  be.  (249) 
But  nathcles,  hit  is  my  wille,'  quod  she, 
'  To  forthren  yow,  so  that  ye  shal  nat  dye. 
But  turncn,  sound,  hoora  to  your  Tessalye.' 
'  My  righte  lady,'  quod  this  Jasoun  tho, 
'  That  ye  han  of  my  dethe  or  of  my  wo 
Any  reward,  and  doon  me  this  honour, 
I  wot  wel  that  my  might  ne  my  labour 


May  nat  deserve  hit  in  my  lyves  day  ;  1624 
God  thanke  yow,  ther  I  ne  can  ne  may. 
Your  man  am  I,  and  lowly  you  beseche. 
To  been  my  help,  with-oute  more  speclie ; 
But    certes,    for    my   deeth    shal   I   nat 

spare.'  (261) 

Tho  gan  this  Medea  to  him  declare 
The  peril  of  this  cas,  fro  point  to  point. 
And  of  his  batail,  and  in  what  disjoint 
He  mote  stande,  of  which  no  creature, 
Save  only  she,  ne  miglite  his  Ij-f  assure. 
And  shortly,  to  the  point  right  for  to  go, 
They  beeji  accorded  ful,  betwix  hem  two, 
That  Jasoun  shal  her  wedde,  as   trewe 

knight ;  1636 

And  term  y-set,to  come  sone  at  night  (270) 
Unto  her  cliE^mbre,  and  make  ther  hi^^ 

00th, 
Upon  the   goddes,  that  he,  for  leef  ne 

looth,  1639 

Xe  sholde  her  never  falsen,  night  ne  day, 
To  been  her  husbond,  whyl  he  liven  maj', 
As  she  that  from  liis  deeth  him  saved 

here. 
And  her-upon,  at  night  they  mettey-fere, 
And  doth  his  00th,  and  goth  with  her  to 

bedde.  1644 

And  on  the  morwe,  iipward  he  him  spedde; 
For  she  hath  taiight  him  how  he  shal 

nat  faile  (279) 

The  flees  to  winne,  and  stinten  his  bataile ; 
And  saved  him  his  lyf  and  his  honour  ; 
And  gat  him  greet  name  as  a  conqueronr 
Right   tlirougli    the   sleight   of   her   en- 

chantement.  1650 

Now  hath  Jasoun  the  flees,  and  hoom 

is  went 
With  Medea,  and  tresor  ful  gret  woon. 
But  imwist  of  her  fader  is  she  goon 
To  Tessaly,  with  duk  .Tasoun  her  leef, 
That  afterward  hath  broght  her  to  mes- 

cheef.  iC)55 

For  as  a  traitour  he  is  from  her  go. 
And  with  her  lalto  his  yonge  children 

two,  (290) 

And  falsly  hath  betrayed  her,  alias  ! 
And  over  in  love  a  cheef  traitour  he  was ; 
And  wedded  yit  the  thridde  wyf  anon,  1660 
That  was  the  doghter  of  the  king  Creon. 
This  is  tho  meed  of  loving  and  gu«rdoun 
Tliat  Medea  received  of  Jasoun 
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Bight  for  her  trouthe  and  for  her  kinde- 

nesse, 
That   loved  bim   bettor  tbiiu  ber-self,   I 

gesse,  1665 

And  lafte  her  fader  and  her  heritage. 
And  of  Jasoun  this  is  the  vassalage,   (ioo) 
That,  in  his  dayes,  nas  ther  noun  y-founde 
So  fals  a  lover  going  on  the  grounde. 
And    therfor    in    her    lettre    thus    she 

seyde  i6;o 

First,  whan  she  of  his  falsnesse  him  um- 

breyde, 
'  Why  lyked  me  thy  yelow  heer  to  see 
More  then  the  houndes  of  myn  honestee, 


Why  lyked  me  thy  yoiithe  and  thy  fair- 

nesse, 
And   of  thy  tonge  the   infinit   gracious- 

nesse  ?  ,675 

O,   haddest  thou  in    tby  conquest  deed 

y-be, 
Ful  mikel  untrouthe  had  ther  dyed  with 

thee!'  (310;, 

Wei  can  Ovyde  her  lettre  in  vers  endyte, 

Which  were  as  now  to  long  for  me  to 

wrj'te. 

Explicit  Leyenda  Ysipfiile  et  Mcdee, 
Martiruin. 


V.   THE  LEGEND  OF  LUCEETIA. 


Jncipit  Legenda  Lucrecie  Rome,  MaHins. 

Now  moot  I  seyn  the  exiling  of  kinges 
Of  Kome,  for  hir  horrible  doinges,       1681 
And  of  the  laste  king  Tarquinius, 
As  saith  Os'yde  and  Titus  Livius. 
But  for  that  cause  telle  I  nat  this  storie, 
But  for  to  preise  and  drawen  to  memorie 
The  verray  wyf,  the  verray  trewe  Lucresse, 
That,  for  her  wyf  hood  and  her  stedfast- 

nesse,  1687 

Nat  only  that  thise  payens  her  comende, 
But  he,  that  clcped  is  in  our  legendo   (10) 
The   grete  Austin,    hath   greet    compas- 

sioun  1690 

Of  tliis  Lucresse,  that  start  at  Rome  toun  ; 
And  in  what  wyse,  I  wol  but  shortly  trete. 
And  of  this  thing  I  touche  but  the  grete. 

Whan  Ardea  beseged  was  aboute 
With  Somains,  that  ful  sterne  were  and 

stoute,  1695 

Ful  longe  lay  the  sege,  and  litel  wroghte. 
So   that   they  were   half  ydel,    as    hem 

thoghte ;  (18) 

And  in  his  pley  Tarquinius  the  yonge 
Gan  for  to  jape,  for  he  was  light  of  tonge, 
And  seyde,  that  •  it  was  an  ydel  \yi;  1700 
No  man  did  ther  no  more  than  his  wyf ; 
And  lat  us  speke  of  wyves,  that  is  best ; 
Praise  every  man  his  owne,  as  him  lest, 
And  with  our  speche  lat  ns  ese  our  herte.' 
A   knight,    that   highte    Colatyne,    up 

sterte,  1705 


And  seyde  thus,  '  nay,  for  hit  is  no  nede 
To   trowen  on    the   word,   but    on    the 

dede. 
I  have  a  wyf,'  quotl  he,  '  that,  as  I  trowe. 
Is   holden   good   of  alle   that   ever    her 

knowe ;  (30) 

Go  we  to-night  to   Rome,  and   we  shul 

see.'  171,; 

Tarquinius  answerde,  '  that  lyketh  me.' 

To  Rome  be  they  come,  and  faste  hem 

dighte 
To  Colatynes  hous,  and  doun  they  lighte, 
Tarquinius,  and  eek  this  Colatyne. 
The  husbond  knew  the  estres  wel   antl 

fyne,  17,5 

And  prively  into  the  hous  they  goon  ; 
Nor  at  the  gate  porter  was  ther  noon  ; 
And  at  the  chambre-dore  they  abyde.  (39) 
This  noble  wj-f  sat  by  her  beddes  syde 
Dischevele,  for  no  malice  she  ne  thoghte ; 
And  softe  wolle  our  book  seith  that  she 

wroghte  17^1 

To  kepeu  her  fro  sloiithe  and  ydelnesse  ; 
And  bad  her  sei'vants  doon  hir  businessc, 
And  axeth  hem,  '  what  tydings  heren  ye  y 
How  seith  men  of  the  sege,  how  shal  hit 

be?  17J5 

God  wolde  the  walles  weren  fidle  adoun  ; 
Myn  husbond  is  so  lougo  out  of  this  toun, 
For  which  the  dreed  doth  me   so  sore 

smerte, 
Right   as  a  swerd  hit  stingeth   to   myn 

herte  (50; 
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Whan  I  think  on  the  sege  or  of  that  place ; 
God  save  my  lord,  I  preye  him  for  his 
grace  :' —  '731 

And  ther-with-al  ful  tenderly  she  weep, 
And  of  her  werk  she  took  no  more  keep, 
But  mekely  she  leet  her  cyen  falle  ; 
And  thilke  semblant  sat  her  wel  with-alle. 
And  eek  her  teres,  ful  of  honestee,       1736 
Embelisshed  her  wyflj'  chastitee  ; 
Her  countenaunce  is  to  her  herte  digne. 
For  they  acordeden  in  dede  and  signe.  (60) 
And  with  that  word  her  hnsbond  Colatyn, 
Or  she  of  him  was  war,  com  sterting  in, 
And  seide,  '  dreed  thee  noght,  for  I  am 
here  ! '  1742 

And  she  anoon  up  roos,  with  blisful  chere. 
And  kiste  him,  as  of  wy\'es  is  the  wone. 
Tarquinius,  this  pronde  kinges  sone, 
Conceived   hath    her    beantee    and    her 
chere,  1746 

Her  yelow  heer,  her  shap,  and  her  manere, 
Her  hew,  her  wordes  that  she  hath  com- 

pleyned. 
And   by  no  crafte  her  beantee  nas  nat 
fejTied ;  (70) 

And  caughte  to  this  lad3'  swich  desyr. 
That  in  his  herte  brende  as  any  fyr     1751 
So  woodly,  that  his  wit  was  al  forgeten. 
For  wel,  thoghte  he,  she  sholde  nat  be 

geten  ; 
And  ay  the  more  that  he  was  in  dispair, 
The  more  he  coveteth  and  thoghte  her 
fair.  1755 

His  blinde  lust  was  al  his  covetinge. 

A-m.orwe,  whan  the  brid  began  to  singe. 
Unto  the  sege  he  comtli  ful  privily. 
And  by  himself  he  walketli  sobrely,     (80) 
Tli'image  of  her  recording  alwey  nowe  ; 
*  Thus  lay  her  heer,  and  thus  fresh  was 
her  hewe  ;  1761 

Thus  sat,  thus  spak,  thus  span  ;  this  was 

her  chere, 
Thus    fair   she    was,    and   this   was   her 

manere.' 
Al  this  conceit  his  herte  hath  now  y-take. 
And,  as  the  see,  with  tempest  al  to-shake, 
Tliat,  alter  whan  the  storm  is  al  ago,  1766 
Yet  wol  the  water  quappe  a  day  or  two, 
Kight  so,  thogh  that  her  forme  wer 
absent,  (89) 

The  plesaunce  of  her  forme  was  present ; 


But  natheles,  nat  plesaunce,  but  delyt, 
Or  an  unrightful  talent  with  despyt ;  1771 
'  For,  maugre  her,  she  shal  my  lemman 

be  ; 
Hap  helpetl^Jiardy  man  alday,'  qviod  he ; 
'  Wliat  endc  that  1  make,  hit  shal  be  so  ;' 
And  girt  him  with  his  swerde,  and  gan 
to  go  ;  1775 

And  forth  he  rit  til  he  to  Eome  is  come, 
And  al  aloon  his  wey  than  hath  he  nome 
Unto  the  house  of  Colatyn  ful  right. 
Doun  was  the  sonne,  and  day  hath  lost 
his  light  ;  '  (100) 

And  in  he  com  un-to  a  privy  halke,  1780 
And  in  the  night  ful  theefly  gan  he  stalke, 
Whan  every  night  was  to  his  reste  broght, 
Ne   no  wight  had   of  tresoun   swich    a 

thoght. 
Were  hit  by  window  or  by  other  gin,  1784 
With  swerde  y-drawe,  shortly  he  comtli  in 
Ther  as  she  lay,  this  noble  wyf  Lucresse. 
And,  as  she  wook,  her  bed  she  felte  presse. 
'  What   beste  is  that,'    quod   she,    '  that 

weyeth  thus?' 
'  I  am  the  kinges  sone,  Tarquinius,'    (iio) 
Quod  he,  '  but  and  thou   crye,  or  noise 
make,  1 790 

Or  if  thou  any  creature  awake. 
By  thilke  god  that  formed  man  on  lyve, 
This  swerd  through-out  thyn  herte  shal 

I  ryve.' 

And  ther-withal  unto  her  throte  he  sterte, 

And  sette  the  point  al  sharp  upon  her 

herte.  1 795 

No  word  she  spak,  she  hath  no  might 

therto. 
What  shal  she  sayn?  her  wit  is  al  ago. 
Riglit  as  a  wolf  tliat  fynt  a  lomb  aloon, 
To  whom  shal  she  compleyne,   or  make 
moon?  (120) 

What !    shal  she  fighte   with   an  hardy 
knight?  1800 

Wel  wot  men   that  a  woman   hath  no 

might. 
What !    shal  she  crye,  or  how  shal  she 

asteite 
That  hath  her  by  the  throte,  with  swerde 

at  lierte? 
She  axeth  grace,  and  seith  al  that  she  can. 
'  Ne  wolt  thou  nat,'  quod  he,  this  cruel 
man,  1805 
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'As  wisly  Jnpiter  my  soule  save, 
As  I  shal  in  tlio  stable  slee  thy  knave, 
And  Icye  him  in  thy  bed,  and  loude  cryc. 
That  I  thee  finde  in  suche  avouterj-e  ;  (130) 
And  thus  thou  shalt  bo  deed,  and  also 

lese  1810 

Thy  name,  for  thou  shalt  non  other  chese.' 

Thise   Eomain   -wyves   loveden   so   hir 

name  « 

Atthilke  tyme,  and  dredden  so  the  shame, 
That,  -what  for  fere  of  slaundre  and  drede 

ofdeeth,  1814 

.She  loste  bothe  at -ones  wit  and  breeth. 
And   in   a  swough   she   lay  and  wex  so 

deed, 
Men  mighte  smyten  of  her  arm  or  liced  ; 
She  feleth  no-thing,  neither  foul  ne  fair. 
Tarquinius,  that  art  a  lunges  eyr,  (140) 
And  sholdest,  as  by  linage  and  by  right, 
Doon  as  a  lord  and  as  a  verray  knight, 
Why  hastow  doon  disiiyt  to  cliivalrye  ? 
Why  hastow  doon  this  lady  vilanye? 
Alias  !  of  thee  this  was  a  vileins  dede  ! 

But  now  to  purpos  ;  in  the  story  I  rede, 
Wlian  he  was  goon,  al  this  mischaunce  is 

falle.  1826 

This  lady  sente  after  her  frendes  alle. 
Fader,  moder,  husbond,  al  y-fere  ;       (149) 
And  al  dischevele,  with  her  heres  clere. 
In  habit  swich  as  women  used  tho       1830 
Unto  the  burying  of  her  frendes  go, 
.She  sit  in  halle  with  a  sorweful  sighte. 
Her  frendes  axen  what  her  aylen  mighte. 
And   who   was   deed  ?     And   she   sit   ny 

wcpinge, 
A  word  for  shame  ne  may  she  forth  out- 

bringe,  1835 

Xe  upon  hem  she  dorste  nat  beholde. 
But  atte  laste  of  Tarquiny  she  hem  tolde, 
This  rewf\il  cas,  and  al  this  thing  horrible. 
The  wo  to  tellen  hit  were  impossible,  (160) 
That   she   and    alle    her    frendes    made 

atones.  1840 

Al  hadde  folkes  hertes  been  of  stones, 
Hit  mighte  have  maked  hem  upon   her 

rewe. 
Her  herte  was  so  wyfly  and  so  trewe. 
She  seide,  that,  for  her  gilt  ne  for  her 

blame. 
Her  husbond  sholde  nat  have  the  foule 

name,  1845 


That  wolde  she  nat  suffre,  by  no  wcy. 
And  they  answerden  alle,  upon  hir  ft-y. 
That  they  foryeve  hit  her,  for  hit  was 

right;  .169) 

Hit  was  no  gilt,  hit  lay  nat  in  her  might ; 
And  seiden  her  ensamples  many  oon.  1850 
But   al   for   noght ;    lor   thus   she   sei<le 

unoon, 
'  Be  as  be  may,'  quod  she,  '  of  forgiving, 
I  wol  nat  have  nt>  forgift  for  no-thing.' 
But  prively  she  caughte  forth  a  knyf,   1854 
And  therwith-al  she  rafte  her-self  her  lyf ; 
And  as  she  fel  adoun,  she  caste  her  look, 
And  of  her  clothes  yit  she  hede  took  ; 
For  in  her  falling  yit  she  hadde  care 
Lest  that  her  feet  or  swiche  thing  lay 

bare;  fi8o) 

So  wel  she  loved  clennessc  and  eek  trouthe. 

Of  her  had  al  the  toun  of  Rome  routhe, 

And   Brutus  by  her  chaste  blode  hath 

swore  1862 

That  Tarquin  sholde  y-banisht  be  ther-fore. 
And  al  his  kin  ;  and  let  the  x^ei^le  calle. 
And  openly  the  tale  he  tolde  hem  alle, 
And  openly  let  carie  her  on  a  here      1866 
Through  al  the  toun,'  that  men  may  see 

and  here 
The  horrible  deed  of  her  oppressioun. 
Ne  never  was  thei"  king  in  Rome  toun  ( 190) 
Sin  thilke  day  ;  and  she  was  holden  there 
A  seint,  and  ever  her  day  y-halwed  dere 
As  in  hir  la  we  :  and  thus  endeth  Lucresse, 
The  noble  -wyf,  as  Titus  beretli  witnesse. 
I  tell  hit,  for  she  was  of  love  so  trewe, 
Xe  in  her  wille  she  chaxinged  for  no  newe. 
And  for  the  stable  herte,  sad  and  kinde, 
That  in   these   women   men   may  alday 

finde  ;  1877 

Ther  as  they  caste   hir   herte,  ther  hit 

dwelleth. 
•  For  wel   I   wot,    that    Crist   fhim-selve 

telleth,  '-00) 

That  in  Isi-ael.  as  wyd  as  is  the  lond,  1880 
That  so  gret  fcith  in  al  the  lond  he  ne 

fond 
As  in  a  woman  ;  and  this  is  no  lye. 
And  as  of  men,  loketh  which  tirannye 
"fhey  doon  alday  ;  assay  hem  who  so  liste, 
The  trewest  is  ful  brotel  for  to  triste.  1S85 
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VI.    THE  LEGEND  OF  AEIADNE. 


Incipit  Leyenda  Adriane  de  Athenes. 

JuoE  infernal,  Minos,  of  Crete  king< 
Now  cometh  thy  lot,  now  comestow  on 

the  ring  ; 
Nat  for  tby  sake  only  wryte  I  this  storie, 
But  for  to  clepe  ageiu  nnto  memorie  1889 
Of  Theseus  the  grete  luitronthe  of  love  ; 
For  which  the  goddes  of  the  heven  above 
Ben  wrothe,  and  wreche  han  take  for  thy 

sinne. 
Be  reed  for  shame  !  now  I  thy  lyf  heginne. 
Minos,  that  was   the   mighty  king  of 

Crete, 
That  hadde   an  himdred   citees  stronge 

and  grete,  (10)  1895 

To  scole  hath  sent  his  sone  Androgeus, 
To  Athenes ;    of  the  wliiche  hit  happed 

thus, 
That  he  was  slayn,  leruing  philosophye, 
Eight  in  that  citee;  nat  but  for  envye. 

The  grete  Minos,  of  the  v.'hiche  I  speke. 
His  sones  deeth  is  comen  for  to  wreke  ; 
Alcathoe  he  bisegeth  harde  and  longe. 
But  natheles  the  walles  be  so  stronge. 
And  Nisus,  that  was  king  of  that  citee, 
So  chivalrous,  that  litel  dredeth  he  ;    1905 
Of  Minos  or  his  ost  took  he  no  cure,     (21) 
Til  on  a  day  betel  an  aventure, 
That  Nisus  doghter  stood  upon  the  wal. 
And  of  the  sege  saw  the  mauer  al.       1909 
So  hapijed  hit,  that,  at  a  scarniishiiig, 
She  caste  her  heitc  upon  Minos  the  king. 
For  his  beautee  and  for  his  chivalrye, 
So  sore,  that  she  wende  for  to  dye. 
And,  shortly  of  this  proces  for  to  pace, 
She  made  Minos  winnen  thilke  place,  1915 
So  that  the  citee  was  al  at  his  wille,     (31) 
To  saven  whom  liim  list,  or  elles  spille  ; 
But  wikkedly  he  qiiitte  her  kindenesse. 
And  let  her  drenche  in  sorowe  and  ilis- 

tresse,  lyiy 

Xere  that  the  goddes  ha<ldc  of  her  pite  ; 
But  that  tale  were  to  long  as  now  for  me. 

Athenes  wan  this  king  Minos  also, 
And  Alcathoe  and  other  tounes  mo  ; 


And  this  th'effect,  that  Minos  hath  no 

driven 
Hem  of  Athenes,   that  they  mote    him 

yiven  (40)  i9-'5 

Fro  yere  to  yere  her  owne  children  dere 
For  to  be  slayn,  as  ye  shul  after  here. 
This  Minos  hath  a  monstre,  a  wikkcd 

beste. 
That  was  so  cruel  that,  without  areste, 
Whan  that   a   man   was   broght   in   his 

presence,  1930 

He  wolde  him  ete,  ther  helpeth  no  de- 
fence. 
And  every  thridde  yeer,  with-outen  doute, 
They  casten  lot,  and,  as  hit  com  abouto 
On   riche,  on   pore,   he   mostc  his  soue 

take,  (49)  1934 

And  of  his  child  he  moste  present  make 
Unto  Minos,  to  save  him  or  to  spille, 
Or  lete  his  beste  devoure    him   at  his 

wille. 
And  this  hath  Minos  don,  right  in  desp3't ; 
To  wreke  his  sone  was  set  al  his  delyt, 
And  maken  hem  of  Athenes  his  thral  194CJ 
Fro  yere  to  yere,  whyl  that  he  liven  shal ; 
And  hoom  he  saileth  whau  this  toun  is 

wonne. 
This  wikked  custom  is  so  longe  y-ronuo 
•Til  that  of  Athenes  king  Egeus 
Mot  sende  his  owne  sone,  Theseus,      1045 
Sith  that  the  lot  is  fallen  him  upon,     (01) 
To  be  devoured,  for  grace  is  ther  nou. 
And  forth  is  lad  this  woful  yonge  knight 
Unto  the  court  of  king  Minos  ful  right. 
And  in  a  prison,  fetered,  cast  is  he      1950 
Til  thilke  tyme  he  sholdo  y-freten  be. 

Wei  maystow  wepe,  0  woful  Theseus, 
That   art  a  kinges  sone,  and   dampned 

thus. 
Me  thinketh  this,  that  thou  \vere  depc 

y-holde  1954 

To  whom  that  saved  thee  fro  cares  colde ! 
And  now,  if  any  woman  helpo  thee,     (71) 
Wcl  oughtestow  her  servant  for  to  be, 
And  been  her  trewe  lover  yeer  by  yere  ! 
But  now  to  como  ageyn  to  my  matere. 


; 


ZU  JSegcn^  of  ilria^ne. 


38; 


The  tour,  thor  as  this  Theseus  is  throwe 

I)<mn  in   the  botom  derke  and  wonder 

lowe,  1961 

Was  joyning  in  the  walle  to  a  ft>reyne  ; 

And   hit   was   longing   to   the   doghtren 

tweyne 
Of  king  Minos,  that  in  hir  chambres  grete 
Dwelten     above,     toward     the    maister- 
strete,  (So)  1965 

In  mochel  roirthc,  in  joye  and  in  solas. 
Not  I  uat  how,  hit  happed  ther,  per  cas. 
As  Theseus  compleyned  him  by  nighte, 
The  kinges  doghter,  Adrian  that  highte, 
And  eek  her  suster  Phedra,  horden  al  1970 
-His  compleyning,  as  they  stode  on  the  wal 
And  lokeden  upon  the  brighte  mono  ; 
Hem  leste  nat  to  go  to  Ijedde  sone. 
And  of  his  wo  they  had  compassioun  ; 
A  kinges  sone  to  ben  in  swich  prisoun 
And   be   devoured,    thoughte    hem    gret 
pitee.  (91)  1976 

Than  Adrian  spak  to  her  suster  free. 
And  seyde,  '  Phedra,  Icve  suster  dere, 
This  woful  lordes  sone  may  j-e  nat  here. 
How  pitously  compleyneth  he  his  kin, 
And  eek  his  pore  estat  that  he  is  in,    1981 
And  gilteless  ?  now  ecrtes,  hit  is  routhe  ! 
And  if  ye  wol  assenten,  by  my  trouthe. 
He  shal  be  holpen,  how  so  that  we  do  ! ' 
Phedra  answerde,  '  y-wis,  me  is  as  wo 
F(.>r  him  as  ever  I  was  for  any  man  ;  1986 
And,  to  his  help,  the  beste  r^ed  I  can  (102) 
Is  that  wo  doon  the  gayler  prively 
To  come,  and  spoke  with  us  hastily, 
And  doon  this  woful  man  with  him  to 
come.  '99^* 

For  if  he  may  this  monstre  overcome, 
Than  were  he  quit  ;  ther  is  noon  other 

bote. 
Lat  us  wel  taste  him  at  his  herte-rote, 
That,  if  so  be  that  he  a  wepen  have, 
^^'her  that  he  dar,   his  lyf  to  kepe  and 
save,  (110)  1995 

Fighten  with  this  fend,  and  him  defende. 
For,  in  the  prison,  ther  he  shal  descende, 
Ye  wite  wel,  that  the  beste  is  in  a  place 
That  nis  nat  dork,  and  hath  rouni  eek 

and  space 
To  welde  an  ax  or  swerd  or  staf  or  knyf. 
So  that,  me  thinketh,  he  sholde  save  his 
Ij-f ;  2001 


If  that  he  be  a  man,  he  shal  do  so. 
And  we  shul  make  him  balles  eek  also 
Of  woxe  and  towe,  that,  whan  he  gapeth 
faste,  2004 

Into  the  bestes  throte  he  shal  hem  caste 
To  slake  his  hunger  and  encombre  his 
teeth  ;  (121  > 

And  right  anon,  whan  that  Tlieseus  seeth 
The  beste  achoked,  he  shal  on  him  lope 
To  sleen  him,  or  they  comen  more  to-hepe. 
This  wepen  shal  the  gayler,  or  that  tyde, 
Ful  privily  within  the  prison  hyde  ;    2011 
And,  for  the  hous  is  crinkled  to  and  fro, 
And  hath  so  queinte  we3-es  ibr  to  go — 
For  hit  is  shapen  as  the  mase  is  wroght — 
Therto  have  I  a  remedie  in  my  thoght. 
That,  by  a  clewe  of  twyne,  as  he  hath 
goon,  (131)  2016 

The  same  wej-  ho  may  returne  anoon, 
Folwing  alwey   the  threed,   as  he  hath 

come. 
And,  whan  that  he  this  beste  hath  over- 
come, 
Then  may  he  fleen  awey  out  of  this  drede, 
And   eek   the   gayler  may  he  with  him 
lode,  2021 

And  him  avaunce  at  hoom  in  his  contree. 
Sin  that  so  greet  a  lordes  sone  is  he. 
This  is  my  reed,  if  that  he  dar  hit  take.' 
^^^^at  sholde  I  longer  sermoun  of  hit 
make  ?  2025 

The  gayler  cometh,  and  with  him  Theseus. 
And   whan   tliise  thinges   been   acorded 
thus,  (,142; 

Adoun  sit  Theseus  nix>n  his  knee  : — 
'  The  righte  lady  of  my  lyf,'  quod  he. 
'  I,  sorweful  man.  y-diimpned  to  the  deeth, 
Fro  yow,   why!   that   nae  lasteth  lyi'  or 
breeth,  203 i 

I  wol  nat  twinne,  after  this  aventure, 
But  in  your  ser\-ise  thus  I  wol  enilure. 
That,  as  a  wrecche  unknowe,  I  wol  yow 
serve  2034 

For  ever-mo,  til  that  myn  herte  sterve. 
Forsake  I  wol  at  hoom  myn  heritage,  (151) 
And,  as  I  seide,  ben  of  your  court  a  page. 
If  that  ye  vouche-sauf  that,  in  this  place, 
Ye  graunte  mo  to  han  so  gret  a  grace 
That  I  may  han  nat  but  zay  mete  and 
drinke  ;  2040 

And  for  my  sustenance  yit  wol  I  swinke, 


i86 


Z-H  jfie^en^  of  <5oob  (^omen. 


Right   as  yow   list,    that    Minos   ne    no 

wight — 
Sin   that  he   saw  me  iiever  with   ej'en 

sight — 
Ne  no  man  elles,  shal  me  conne  espye  ; 
So  slyly  and  so  wel  I  shal  me  gye,       2045 
And  me  so  wel  disfigure  and  so  lowe,  (161) 
That  in  this  world  ther  shal  no  man  me 

kuowe, 
To  han  my  lyf,  and  for  to  han  presence 
Of  yow,  that  doon  to  me  this  excellence. 
And  to  my  fader  shal  I  senden  here    2050 
This  worthy  man,  that  is  now  your  gay- 

lere, 
And,  him  to  guerdon,  that  he  shal  wel  be 
Oon  of  the  grettest  men  of  my  contree. 
And  yif  I  dorste  seyn,  my  lady  bright, 
I  am  a  kinges  sone,  and  eek  a  knight ; 
As  wolde  god,  yif  tliat  hit  mighte  be  (171) 
Ye  weren  in  my  contree,  alle  three. 
And  I  with  yow,  to  here  yow  companye, 
Than  shulde  ye  seen  yif  that  I  ther-of  lye ! 
And,  if  I  profre  yow  in  low^manere    2060 
To  ben  your  page  and  serven  yow  right 

here. 
But  I  yow  sei-ve  as  lowly  in  that  place, 
I  prey  to  Mars  to  yive  me  swiche  a  grace 
That   shames   deeth   on  me    ther    mote 

falle. 
And   deeth   and   povert    to   my   frendes 

alle ;  2065 

And  that  my  spirit  by  nighte  mote  go(i8i) 
Alter  my  deeth,  and  walke  to  and  fro ; 
That  I  mote  of  a  traitoiir  have  a  name. 
For  which  my  spirit  go,  to  do  me  shame ! 
And  yif  I  ever  claime  other  degree,     2070 
But -if  ye  vouche-sauf  to  yive  hit  me. 
As  I  have  seid,  of  shames  deeth  I  deye  ! 
And  mercy,  lady  !  I  can  nat  olles  seye  !' 

A  seemly  knight  was  Thesens  to  see. 
And  yong,    but   of   a  twenty  yeer  and 

three ;  2075 

But   who-so   hadde   j'-seyn   his  counten- 

aunce,  (191) 

He  wolde  have  wejit,  for  routhe  of  his 

penaunce ; 
For  which  this  Adriane  in  this  manore 
Answerde  to  his  profre  and  to  liis  clicre. 
'A  kinges   sone,    and    eek   a   knight,' 

quod  she,  20.S0 

'  To  been  niy  sei-vaut  in  so  low  degree, 


God  shilde  hit,  for  tlie  shame  of  women 

alle! 
And  leve  me  never  swich  a  cas  befalle  ! 
But  sende   yow   grace  and    sleighte    of 

herte  also, 
Yow  to  defende  and  knightly  sleen  your 


fo. 


2085 

And  leve  herafter  that  I  may  yow  finde 
To  me  and  to  my  suster  here  so  kinde, 
That  I  repente  nat  to  give  yow  Ij^ !    {203) 
Yit  were  hit  better  that  I  were  your 

Sin  that  ye  been  as  gentil  born  as  I,  2090 
And  have  a  reiiiime,  nat  but  faste  by, 
Then  that  I  suffred  giltles  yow  to  sterve. 
Or  that  I  let  yow  as  a  page  serve  ; 
Hit  is  not  profit,  as  unto  your  kinrede  ; 
But  what  is  that  that  man  nil  do  for 
drede  ?  2095 

And  to  mj'  suster,  sin  that  hit  is  so    (^^211) 
That  she  mot  goon  with  me,  if  that  I  go, 
Or  elles  suifre  deeth  as  wel  as  I, 
That  ye  unto  your  sone  as  trewely      2099 
Doon  her  be  wedded  at  your  hoom-coming. 
This  is  the  fynal  ende  of  al  this  thing  ; 
Ye   swere  hit  heer,  on  al  that  may  be 
sworn.' 

'  Ye,  lady  myn,'  quod  he,  '  or  elles  torn 
Mote  I  be  with  the  Minotaur  to-morwe  ! 
And  havetli    her-of  my  lierte-blood    to 
borwe,  (220)  2105 

Yif  that  ye  vrile  ;  if  I  had  knj^f  or  spere, 
I  wolde  hit  leten  out,  and  ther-on  swere, 
For  than  at  erst  I  wot  ye  wil  me  leve. 
By  Mars,  that  is  the  cheef  of  my  bilevo. 
So  that  I  mighte  liven  and  nat  faile   21 10 
To-moi-we  for  t'acheve  my  bataile, 
I  nolde  never  fro  this  place  flee. 
Til  that  yc  sliiil<l  the  verrjiy  preve  see. 
For  now,  if  that  the  sooth  I  shal  yow  say, 
I  have  y-loved  yow  ful  many  a  day,    2115 
Thogh  ye  ne  wiste  hit  nat,  in  my  contree. 
And  aldernmst  desyred  yow  to  see       '232) 
Of  any  erthly  living  creature  ;  211S 

Upon  my  trouthe  I  swere,  and  j-ow  assure, 
Thise  seven  yeer  I  have  your  servant  be  ; 
Now  have  I  yow,  and  also  have  yc  me, 
My  dere  herte,  of  Atlicnes  duchesse  !' 

This  lady  smj'leth  at  his  stedfastnesse, 
And  at  his  hcrtly  wordes,  and  liis  cheie, 
And  to  her  suster  seidc  in  this  manere, 


t^t  Begeni  of  JRnabne. 


387 


Al  softelj-,  '  now,  snster  myn,'  quod  she, 
'  Now  be  we  duchesses,  botho  I  and  ye, 
And  sikered  to  the  regiils  of  Athcnes,  (243) 
And  bothe  her-attor  lykly  to  be  qnenes. 
And  saved  fro  his  dooth  a  kinges  sone. 
As  ever  of  gentil  women  is  the  wone   2131 
To  save  a  gentil  man,  emforth  hir  might. 
In  honest  cause,  and  namely  in  his  right. 
Me  thinketh  no  wight  oghte  her-of  us 

blame, 
Ne  bereu  us  tlier-for  an  evel  name.'  2135 
And  shortly  of  this  matere  for  to  make, 
This  Theseus  of  her  hath  leve  y-take,  (25J) 
And  every  point  fperfomied  was  in  dede 
As  ye  have  in  this  covenant  herd  me  rede. 
His  wepeu,  his  clew,  his  thing  that  I  have 

said,  2140 

Was  by  the  gayler  in  the  hous  y-laid 
Thcr  as  this  Minotaur  hath  his  dwelling, 
Eight  taste  by  the  dore,  at  his  entring. 
And  Theseus  is  lad  unto  his  deeth,      2144 
And  forth  un-to  this  Minotaur  he  geeth. 
And  by  the  teching  of  this  Adriano    (261) 
He  overcom.  this  beste,  and  was  his  bane ; 
Aaid  out  he  cometh  by  the  clewe  again 
FiiJ  prevely,    whan  he  this  beste  hath 

slain ;  2149 

And  by  the  gayler  geten  hath  a  barge. 
And  of  his  wj'ves  tresor  gan  hit  charge, 
And  took  his  wyf,  and  eek  her  suster  free. 
And  eek  the  gayler,  and  v*dth  hem  alle 

three 
Is  stole  awey  out  of  the  lond  by  nighte. 
And    to    the    centre    of    Ennopye    him 

dighte  2155 

Ther  as  he  had  a  frend  of  his  knowinge. 
Ther  festen  they,  ther  dauncen  they  and 

singe ;  (272) 

And  in  his  armes  hath  this  Adriane,    . 
That  of  the  beste  hath  kept  him  from  his 

bane ;  2159 

And  gat  him  ther  a  newe  barge  anoon. 
And  of  his  contree-folk  a  ful  gret  woon. 
And  taketh  his  leve,  and  hoomward  sail- 

eth  he. 
And  in  an  yle,  amid  the  wilde  see, 
Ther  as  ther  dwelte  creature  noon 
Save   wilde  bestes,  and   that   ful  many 

oon,  2165 

He  made  his  ship  a-londe  for  to  sette  ; 
And  in  that  yle  half  a  day  he  lette,    (282) 


And  seide,  that  on  the  lond  he  moste  him 

rest*. 
His   mariners  han    doon  right    as   hijn 

leste ; 
And,  for  to  tellen  shortly  in  this  cas,  2170 
Whan  Adriane  his  wyf  a-slepe  was. 
For  that  her  suster  fairer  was  than  she. 
He  taketh  her  in  his  hond,  and  forth 

goth  he 
To  shippe,  and  as  a  traitour  stal  his  way 
Whyl  that  this  Adriane  a-slepe  lay,     2175 
And    ta    his     contree-ward     he    saileth 
blyve —  (291 ) 

A    twenty    devil    way    the    wind    him 

dryve  ! — 
And  fond  his  fader  drenched  in  the  see. 

Me  list  no  more  to  speke  of  him,  parde ; 
Thise  false  lovers,  poison  be  hir  bane  ! 
But  I  wol  turne  again  to  Adriane        2181 
That  is  with  slepe  for  werinesse  atake. 
Ful  sorwefully  her  herte  may  awake. 
Alias !    for    thee    my   herte    hath    now 

pite  ! 

Right  in  the  dawening  awaketh  she,  2185 

And  gropeth  in  the  bedde,  and  fond  right 

noght,  1301) 

'Alias!'    quod    she,    'that   ever    I    was 

wroght ! 
I  am  betrayed  !'  and  her  heer  to-rente, 
And   to  the  stroude    bar-fot    faste    she 

■wente, 
And  crj'ed,  '  Theseus  !  myn  herte  swete  ! 
Wher  be  ye,  that  I  may  nat  with  j'ow 
mete,  2191 

And    mighte    thus   with   bestes   been  y- 
slain  ? ' 
The  holwe  rokkcs  answerde  her  again  ; 
No   man   she   saw,   and   j-it   shyned  the 
mone,  -'9+ 

Anil  hj-e  upon  a  rokke  she  wente  sone, 
And  saw  his  barge  sailing  in  the  see.  13 11) 
Cold  wex  her  herte,  and  right  thus  seide 

she. 
'  Meker  than  ye  finde  I  the  bestes  wilde  I' 
Hadde  he   nat  sinne,   that  her  thus  be- 

gylde  V 
She  cryed,  '  O  turne  again,  for  routhe  and 
sinne !  2200 

Thy  barge  hath  nat  al  his  meiny  inne  ! ' 
Her  kerchef  on  a  pole  up  stikked  she, 
Ascauuce  that  he  sholde  hit  wel  y-see, 


O  2 
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Z'i>t  Bt^tix^  of  (Bool)  (JO omen. 


And  liim  remembre  that  slie  was  beliinde,  I 
And  turne  again,  and  on  the  stronde  her  i 

finde ;  (320)  2-^05 

But  al  for  noght ;  his  -svoy  he  is  y-goon. 
And  doun  she  fil  a-swown  npon  a  stoon  ; 
And  np  she  rist,  and  kiste,  in  al  her  care, 
The  steppes  of  his  feet,  ther  he  hath  fare, 
And  to  her  bedde  right  thus  she  speketh 
tho :—  2210 

'  Thou  bed,'  qiiod  she,  '  that  hast  receyved 

two, 
Thou  shalt  answere  of  two,  and^  nat  of 

oon  ! 
Wher  is  thy  gretter  part  away  y-goon  ? 
Alias  !  wher  shal  I,  wrecched  wight,  be- 
come '. 
For,  thogh  so  be  that  ship  or  boot  heer 


come. 


2J15 


Hoom    to    my   contree    dar    1   nat    for 
drede  :  (33«) 

I  can  my-seUen  in  this  cas  nat  rede  ! ' 
What  shal  I  telle  more  her  compleiu- 
ing? 

Hit  is  so  long,  hit  were  an  he^-y  thing. 

In  her  epistle  Naso  telleth  al ;  2-'-'<> 

But  shortly  to  the  ende  I  telle  shal. 

The  goddes  have  her  holpen,  for  pitee  ; 

And,  in  the  signe  of  Taurus,  men  may 
see 

The  stones  of  her  coroun  shyne  clere. — 
I  wol  no  more  speke  of  this  matere  ; 

But  thus  this  false  lover  can  begyle    3226 

His  trewe  love.     Tlie  devil  f  him  qayte 
his  whyle !  (34^) 

Explicit  Legenda  Adriane  de  Atlienes. 


VII.    THE  LEGEND  OF  PHILOMELA. 


Incipit  Legenda  Philomene. 

Deus  dator  formarvm. 

Thou    yiver   of    the    formes,    that    hast 

.    wroght 
The   faire   world,    and   bare   hit   in   thy 

thoght 
Eternally,  or  thou  thy  werk  began,      2230 
Why  madest  thou,  unto  the  slaundre  of 

man, 
Or— al  be  that  hit  was  not  thj-  doing. 
As    for     that    fyn    to    make    swiche    a 

thing — 
Why  suffrest  thou  that  Tereus  was  bore, 
That  is  in  love  so  fals  and  so  forswore. 
That,    fro    this   world   up   to   the   firste 
hevcne,  2236 

Corrumpeth,  whan  that   folk  his  name 
nevene?  (io,t 

And,  as  to  me,  so  grisly  was  his  dede. 
That,  whan  that  I  his  foule  story  rede, 
M>"n  eyen  wexeii  foule  and  sore  also  ;  2240 
Yit  last  the  venim  of  so  longe  ago. 
That  hit  enfecteth  him  that  wol  bcholde 
The  story  of  Tereus,  of  which  I  tolde. 

Of  Trace  was  he  lord,  and  kin  to  Marte, 

The   cruel   god   tliut    stant    with    blody 

darte ;  2245 


And  wedded  had  he,  with  a  blisful  chere, 
King  Pandiones  faire  doghter  dere,      (20) 
That  highte  Progne,  flour  of  her  contree, 
Thogh  Juno  list  nat  at  the  teste  be, 
Ne  Ymeneus,  that  god  of  wedding  is ; 
But  at  the  feste  redy  been,  y-wis,        2251 
The   furies   three,    with   alle   liir  mortel 

brond. 
The  owle  al  night  aboute  the  balkes  wond, 
That  prophet  is  of  wo  and  of  mischaunce. 
This  revel,  ful  of  songe  and  ful  of  daunco, 
Lasteth  a  fourtcnight,  or  litel  lasse.    225(') 
But,  shortly  of  this  story  for  to  passe,  (30) 
For  I  Jim  wery  of  him  for  to  telle. 
Five  yeer  his  wyf  and  he  togeder  dwelle. 
Til  on  a  day  she  gan  so  sore  longe       226(  > 
To  seen  her  suster,  that  she  saw  nat  longe. 
That  for  desyr  she  niste  what  to  seye. 
But  to  her  husband  gan  she  for  to  preje, 
For  goddes  love,   that   she  moste    ones 
goon  2264 

Her  suster  for  to  seen,  and  come  auoon, 
Or  olios,  but  she  nioste  to  lier  wende, 
She  preyde  him,  that  he  wolde  alter  her 
sende ;  (40) 

And  this  was,  day  by  day,  al  her  prayero 
^^'ith  al  humblosse  of  wyf  hood,  word,  and 
chere.  2269 
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This  Tcren.s  let  make  his  sliippos  j'aro, 
And  into  Grece  liini-sclt'  is  forth  y-t'aro 
I'nto  his  fader   in   lawe,    and  gan  him 

prey'e 
To   voiTchc-sauf    that,    for   a   month    -ir 

twpye, 
That  Pliilomeno.  his  wy^'es  suster.  mighte 
On    Progne   his   wj-f  but   ones    have    a 

sighte —  2275 

'And  she  shal  come  to  yow  again  anoon. 
Myself  with   her   wol   bothe    copie   and 

goon,  150) 

And  as  myn  hertes  lyf  I  wol  her  kepe." 
This   oldo    Pandion,    this    king,    gan 

wepe 
For  tendeniesse  of  herte,  for  to  leve    2280 
His   doghtor  goon,  and  .for  to  yive  her 

leve ; 
(If  al  this  -world  he  lovede  no-thing  so  ; 
But  at  the  laste  leve  hath  she  to  go. 
For  Philomene,  with  salte  teres  eke, 
rian  of  her  fader  grace  to  beseke  2285 

To  seen  her  suster.  that  her  longcth  so  : 
And  him  embraceth  with  her  amies  two. 
And  therwith-al  so  yong  and  fair  was  she 
That,  whan  that  Tereus  saw  her  beautee, 
And   of  array  that  ther  was   noon   her 

liche,  (63)  2200 

And  yit  of  bountec  was  she  two  so  riche, 
He  caste  his  fyiy  herte  upon  her  so 
That  he  wol  have  her,  how  so  that  hit  go. 
And  witli  his  wyles  kneled  and  so  preyde. 
Til  at  the  laste  Pandion  tliii.s  seyde  : — 
•Now,  sone,'  quod  he,  'that  art  tome 

so  dere,  2296 

I  thee  betake  my  j'onge  doghter  here,   '70) 
That  bereth  the  key  of  al  my  hertes  lyf. 
And  grete  wel  mj-  doghter  and  tliy  wj-f, 
And  j'i've  hor  leve  somtyme  for  to  pleye, 
That  she  may  seen  me  ones  er  I  deye.' 
And   soothly,    he   hath   mad   him   riche 

feste,  2302 

And  to  his  l'i>lk,  tlie  nioste  and  eek  the 

leste, 
That  with  him  com :  and  yaf  him  yiftes 

grete. 

Anil  him  conveyeth  through  the  maister- 

strete  2305 

Of  Athenes,  and  to  the  see  him  broghte. 

And   tumeth   hoom ;    no   malice   he    ne 

thoghte.  .80) 


The  ores  pulleth  forth  the  vessel  faste, 
And  into  Trace  arriveth  at  the  laste, 
And  up  into  a  forest  ho  her  ledde,       2310 
And  to  a  cave  privily  him  spedde  ; 
.\nd,  in  this  dcrkc  cave,  yif  her  leste. 
Or  leste  noght,  he  bad  her  for  to  reste  ; 
Of  whiche  her  herte  agroos,  and  seydo 

thus, 
•  VVher  is  my  sustor,  brother  Tereus?'  2315 
And  therwith-al  she  wopte  tenderlj-. 
And  quook  for  fere,  pale  and  pitously, 
Right  as  the  lamb  that   of  the  wolf  is 

biten  ; 
Or   as   the   colver,    that   of    the    egle   is 

smitcn. 
And  is  out  of  his  clawes  forth  escaped,  2320 
Yet  hit  is  afcred  and  awhaped 
Lest  hit  be  hent  eft-sones,  so  sat  she. 
But  titterly  hit  may  non  other  be. 
By  force  hath  ho,  this  traitotir,  doon  that 

dede. 
That  he  hath  reft  her  of  her  mayden- 

hede,  2325 

Mattgree  her  heed,  by  strengtho  and  by 

his  might.  99) 

Lo !  here  a  dede  of  men,  and  that  a  right ! 
She     cryeth    '  suster ! '    with     ful     loud 

stevene. 
And  'fader  dere  !  *  and  'help  me,  god  in 

hevene  I '  2329 

Al  helpeth  nat ;  and  yet  this  false  theef 
Hath  doon  this  lady  yet  a  more  mischeef, 
For  fere  lest  she  sholde  his  shame  crye. 
And  doon  him  openly  a  vilanye, 
And  with  his  swerd  her  tong  of  kervetli 

he, 
And  in  a  castel  made  her  for  to  be      2335 
Ful  privily  in  prison  evermore. 
And   kepte   her    to   his   usage    and    his 

store,  ( 1 10) 

So  that  she  mighte  him  nevermore  asterte. 
O  sely  Philomene  !  wo  is  thjni  lierto : 
God   ^^Teko   thee,    and    sende    thee    tliy 

hone !  2340 

Now  is  hit  tyme  I  make  an  ende  sone. 

This  Tereus  is  to  his  wyf  y-come, 
And  in  his  amies  hath  his  wj-f  y-nome. 
And    pitously  he   weep,    anil    shook   his 

heed, 
And  swor  her  that  he  fond  her  suster 

deed ;  2345 
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For  which  this  sely  Progne  hath  swich 

Avo,  (119)  2346 

That  iiy  lier  sorweful  herte  })rak  a-two ; 
And  thus  in  teres  lete  I  Progne  dwelle, 
And  of  her  suster  forth  I  wol  j-ow  telle. 
This  wofiil  lady  lerned  had  in-  youthe 
So  that  she  werken  and  enhrouden  couthe, 
And  weven  in  her  stole  the  radevore 
As  hit  of  women  hath  be  woned  j'ore. 
And,  shortly  for  to  seyn,  she  hath  her 

fille 
Of  mete  and  drink,  and  clothing  at  her 

v\-ille,  2,^55 

And  coude    oek    rede,   and  wel  y-nogh 

endyte, 
But  with  a  penne  coude  she  nat  wTyte  ; 
But  lettrescan  she  weven  toand  fro,    (131) 
So  that,  by  that  the  yeer  was  al  a-go, 
She  had  y- woven  in  a  stamin  large      2360 
How  she  was  broght  from  Athenes  in  a 

barge, 
And  in  a  cave  liow  that  she  was  broght ; 
And  al  the  thingthat  Tereus  hath  wroght. 
She   waf  liit   wel,   and  wroot  the  story 

above, 
How  she  was  served  for  her  suster  love  ; 
And  to  a  knave  a  ring  she  yaf  anoon,    2366 
And  praye'd  him,  by  signes,  for  to  goon  (140) 
Unto  the  quene,  and  beren  her  thatclooth. 
And  by  signes  swor  him.  many  an  00th, 
She  sholde   him  yeve    what    she    geten 

niighte.  2370 

This  knave  anoon  unto  the  queue  him 

dighte, 


And  took  hit  her,  and  al  the  maner  tolde. 
And,  whan  that  Progne  hath  this  thing 

bcholde. 
No  word  she  spak,  for  sorwe  and  eek  for 

rage  ; 
But  feyned  her  to  goon  on  pilgrimage  2375 
To    Bachus    temple ;     and,    in    a    litol 

stounde. 
Her  dombe  suster  sitting  hath  she  founde, 
Weping  in  the  castel  her  aloon.  (151) 

Alias !   the  wo,  the   compleint,  and  the 

moon 
That    Pi-ogne    upon    her    dombe    suster 

maketh !  2380 

In  armes  everich  of  hem  other  taketh. 
And  thus  I  lete  hem  in  hir  sorwe  dwelle. 
The   remenant    is    no   charge    for   to 

telle. 
For  this  is  al   and  som,  thus  was  she 

served, 
That  never  harm  a-gilte  ne  deserved  2385 
Unto  this  cruel  man,  that  she  of  wiste. 
Ye   may  be   Avar   of  men,  yif  tlxat  yow 

liste.  (160) 

For,  al  be  that  he  wol  nat,  for  his  shame, 
Doon  so  as  Tereus,  to  lese  his  name, 
Ne  serve  yow  as  a  mordrour  or  a  knave, 
Ful  litel  whyle  shul  ye  trewe  him  have, 
That  wol  I  seyn,    al   were   he   now   my 

brother,  2392 

But   hit   so   be   that   he  may   have   non 

other.  ('66; 

Explicit  Legenda  Philomene. 


VIII.    THE  LEGEND  OF  PHYLLIS. 


picipit  Legenda  Phillis. 
Bt  preve  as  wel  as  by  auctoritee, 
That   wikked  fruit  comoth  of  a  wikked 

tree,  2395 

Tliat  may  ye   linde,    if    that   it    lyketh 

yow. 
But  for  this  ende  I  speke  this  as  now. 
To  telle  you  of  false  Demophon. 
In  love  a  falser  herde  I  never  non, 
But-if  hit  were  his  fader  Theseus.        2400 


'  God,  for  his  grace,  fro  svvieh  con  kepc 

us  ! ' 
Thus  may  thise  women  prayen  that  hit 

here.  ("9) 

Now  to  th'efFect  turne  I  of  my  matere. 

Destroyed  is  of  Troye  the  citee  ;        2404 
This  Demophon  com  sailing  in  the  see 
Toward  Athenes,  to  his  paleys  large  ; 
With  him  com  many  a  shiji  and  many  a 

barge 
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Ful  of  his  folk,  of  which  lui  many  oon 
Is  -wounded  sore,  and  seek,  and  wo  be- 

goon.  ■  2409 

And  they  han  at  the  sege  h>ngo  y-lain. 
Behinde  him  com  a  wind  and  eek  a  rain 
That  shoof  so^sore,   his  sail   ne   mighte 

stonde,  (19) 

Him  were  lever  than  al  the  world  .i-londo. 
So  hiinteth  him  the  tempest  to  and  fro. 
So  derk  hit  was,  he  coiide  nowher  go  ;  2415 
And  with  a  wawe  brosten  was  his  stere. 
His   ship   was    rent    so    lowe,    in   swich 

manere. 
That  car^jenter  ne  coiide  hit  nat  amende. 
The  see,  by  nighte,  as  any  torche  brende 
For  wood,  and  posseth  him  now  tip  now 

doiin,  2420 

Til  Xeptnne  hath  of  him  oompassionn, 
And    Thetis,  Choras,   Triton,    and  they 

alle. 
And  maden  him  njwn  a  lond  to  falle,  (30) 
"SMier-of  that  Phillis  lady  was  and  quene, 
Ligurgtis  doghter,  fairer  on  to  sene  2425 
Than  is  the  flonr  again  the  brighte  Sonne. 
Unnetlie  is  Demophon  to  londe  y-wonne, 
Wayk  and  eek  werj-,   and  his  folk  for- 

pyned 
Of  werinesse,  and  also  enfamyned  ;     2429 
And  to  the  deeth  he  almost  was  y-driven. 
His  wyse  folk  to  conseil  han  him  yiven 
To  seken  help  and  soconr  of  the  queeu. 
And  loken  what  his  grace  mighte  been,  (40) 
And  maken  in  that  lond  som  chevisaiince, 
To  kepen  him  fro  wo  and  fro  mischaunce. 
For  seek  was  he,  and  almost  at  the  deeth  ; 
Unnethe  mighte  he  speke  or  drawe  his 

breeth,  2437 

And  Ij-th  in  Rodopeya  him  for  to  reste. 
AVhan  he  may  walke,  him  thoiighte  hit 

was  the  best-e 
Vnto  the  court  to  seken  for  socour.     2440 
Men   kne-we   him   wel,    and   diden    him 

honour ; 
For  at  Athenes  duk  and  lord  was  he, 
As  Theseus  his  fader  hadile  y-be,  (50) 

That  in  his  tyme  was  of  greet  renotin, 
No  man  so  greet  in  al  his  regioun  ;     2445 
And  lyk  Lis  fader  of  face  and  of  stature, 
And  fals  of  love  ;  hit  com  him  of  natiire  ; 
As  doth  the  fox  Renard,  the  foxes  sone. 
Of  kinde  he  coude  his  olde  faders  wone 


Withoutc  lore,  as  can  a  drake  swimme. 
AMiau  hit  is  caught    and    caried  to  the 

>>rimme.  2451 

This  honourable  I'hUlis  doth  him  chere, 
Her  lyketh  wel  his  port  and  his  manere. 
But  for  I  am  agroted  heer-Viiforn  (61) 

To  wrj'te  of  hem  that  l>een  in  love  for- 
sworn, 2455 
And  eek  to  haste  me  in  my  legende, 
Which  to  performe  god  me  grace  sende, 
Therfor  I  pnsse  shortly  in  this  wyse  ; 
Ye  han  wel  herd  of  Theseus  de\-yse 
In  the  betraising  of  fair  Adriane,        2460 
Tliat   of  her   pits    kepte   him   from    his 

bane. 
At  shorte  wordes,  right  so  Demophon 
The  same  wey,  tlie  same  path  hath  gon  (jo) 
That  dide  his  false  fader  Theseus. 
For  unto  Phillis  hath  lie  sworen  tints,  2465 
To    wedden    her,   and    her   his  tronthe 

plight  e, 
And  piked  of  her  al  the  good  he  mighte, 
Whan  he  was  hooLand -sound  and  hadde 

his  reste  ; 
And  doth  ■\vith  PhUlis  what  so  that  him 

leste. 
And  wel  conde  I,  yif  that  me  leste  so,  2470 
Tellen  al  his  doing  to  and  fro. 

He  seide,  unto  his   contree   moste   he 

saile. 
For  ther  he  wolde  her  wedding  apparaile 
As  fil  to  her  honour  and  his  also.  (8i) 

And  openly  he  took  his  leve  tho,  2475 

And  hath  her  sworn,  he  wolde  nat  sojorne, 
But  in  a  month  he  wolde  again  retorne. 
And  in  that  lond  let  make  his  ordinaunce 
As  verray  lord,  and  took  the  obeisaunee 
Wel  and    hoomly,   and  let  his    shippes 

dighte,  2480 

And  hoont  he  goth  the   nexte    wey    he 

mighte  ; 
For  unto  PhiUis  yit  ne  com  he  noght. 
And  that  hath  she  so  harde   and  sore 

aboght,  (90; 

.\llas  !  that,  as  the  stories  us  recorde, 
She   was  her  owne  deeth   right   with  a 

corde,  '  2485 

Whan  that  she  saw  that  Demophon  her 

trayed. 
But  to  him  first  she  wroot  and  faste 

him  prayed 
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He  wolde  come,  and  her  deliver  of  peyne, 
As  I  reherse  slial  a  word  or  tweyne. 
Me  list  iiat  voiulio-sauf  on  him  to  swinke, 
Ne  spende  on  him  a  penne  ful  of  inke,  2491 
For  fals  in  love  was  he,  right  as  his  syre  : 
The  devil  setto  Jjir  soules  bothe  a-fyre  ! 
But  of  the  lettre  of  Phillis  wol  I  wryte 
A  word  or  tweyne,  al-thogh  hit  be  but 

lyte.  (102)  2495 

•  Thyn  ]iost€sse, '  quod  she, '  O  Demophon, 
Thy  Phillis,  which  that  is  so  wo  begon. 
Of  Eodopeye,  upon  yow  moot  compleyne, 
Over  the  ternie  set  betwix  us  tweyne. 
That  ye  ne  holden  forward,  as  ye  seyde  ; 
Yoxu-   anker,    which    ye    in    our    haven 

leyde,  2501 

Highte  us,  that  ye  wol^e  comen,  out  of 

doute. 
Or  that  the  moue  ones  wente  aboute.  (no) 
But  tymes  foiire  the  mone  hath  hid  her 

face 
Sin  thilke  day  ye  wente  fro  this  place,  2505 
And  fouro  tymes  Jight  the  world  again. 
But  for  al  that,  yif  I  shal  soothly  sain, 
■  Yit  hath  the  streem  of  Sitho  nat  y-broght 
From  Athenes  the  ship ;    yit  comtli  hit 

noght. 
And,  yif  that  ye  the  ternie  rekne  wolde, 
As  I  or  other  trewe  lovers  sholde,         251 1 
I  pleyne  not,  god  wot,  beforn  my  day.' — 
But  al  her  lettre  wrj^ten  I  ne  may   (120) 
By  ordre,  for  hit  were  to  me  a  charge  ; 
Her   lettre   was   right  long  and   ther-to 

large ;  ^5^5 

But  here  and  there  in  ryme  I  have  hit 

laid, 
Ther  as  me  thoughte  that  she  wel  liath 

said. — 
She  seide,  '  thy  sailes  comen  nat  again, 
Ne  to  thy  word  ther  nis  no  fey  ecrtein  ; 
But  I  wot  why  ye  come  nat,'  quod  she  ;  _ 
'  For  I  was  of  my  love  to  you  so  free.       252 1 
And  of  the  goddes  that  ye  han  forswore, 
Yif  that  hir  vengeance  falle  on  yow  thor- 

fore,  (i3'->' 

Yc  be  nat  suffisaunt  to  here  the  peyne. 
To  moche  trusted  I,  wel  may  I  pleyne,  2525 


I'pon  your  linage  and  your  faire  tonge. 
And  on  your  teres  falsly  out  y-wronge. 
How  wHide  ye  wepe  'so  by  craft?'  quod 

she  ; 
'  May  ther  swichc  teres  fejnied  bo  ? 
Now  certes,  yif  ye  wolde  have  in  memorio, 
Hit  oghte  be  to  yow  but  litel  glorie      2531 
To  Ixave  a  sely  mayde  thus  betrayed  ! 
To  god,'  quod  she,  '  preye  I,  and  ofte  have 
prayed,  fi4'>) 

That  hit  be  now  the  grettest  prys  of  alle, 
And  moste  honour  that  ever  yow   shal 
befalle !  25.:t5 

And  whan  thyn  olde  auncestres  peyuted 

be. 
In  which  men  may  hir  worthinesse  see, 
Than,  preye  I  god,  thou  peynted  be  also, 
That  folk  may  reden,  for-by  as  fhey  go, 
"  Lo  !  this  is  he,  that  with  his  flaterye  2540 
Betrayed  hath  and  doon  her  vilanyc 
That  was  liis  trewe  love  in  thoghte  and 

dede ! " 
But  sothly,  of  00  point  yit  may  they  rede, 
That  ye  ben  lyk  your  fader  as  in  this ;  ■  15 1 ) 
For  he  begyled  Adriane,  y-M-is,  2.S45 

With  swiche  an  art  and  swichc  sotelte 
As  thou  thy-selven  hast  begyled  me. 
As  in  that  point,  al-thogh  hit  be  nat  fayi", 
Thou  folwest  him,  certein,  and  art  his  eyr. 
But  sin  thus  sinfuUy  ye  me  begyle,     2550 
My  body  mote  ye  seen,  within  a  whyle, 
Eight  in  the  haven  of  Athenes  fletinge, 
With-outen  sepulture  and  buiyinge  ;  (160) 
Thogh  ye  ben  liarder  then  is  any  stoon.' 
And,  whan  this  lettre  was  forth  sent 
anoon,  2555 

And  knew  how  brotel  and  how  fals  he 

was. 
She  for  dispeyr  for-dide  herself,  alias  ! 
Swich  sorwe  hath  she,  for  she  besette  her 

so. 

Be  war,  ye  women,  of  your  sotil  fo,      2559 

Sin  yit  tliis  day  men  may  ensamide  see  ; 

And  trustetla,  as  in   love,   no   man   but 

me.  {'-(38) 

Uxvlicit  Legenda  Phillis. 
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IX.    THE  LEGEND  OF  HYPEKMNESTRA. 


Incipit  Legenda  Ypermistre, 

In  Grece  •whyloni  weren  bi'ethren  two, 
Of  whicho  that  oou  was  c-iillcd  Damio, 
That  many  a  sone  hatli  of  his  body  ■wonne, 
As  swiche  liilse  lovers  ofte  conne.        2565 
Auiong  his  soiies  alle  ther  was  con 
That  alderniost  he  lovede  of  everichoon. 
And  whan  this  child  was  boru,  this  Daiiao 
Shuop   him    a    name,    and    called    hini 

Lino. 
Tliat  other  brother  called  was  Egiste,  2570 
That   was   of  love   as  fals    as   ever  him 

listo,  (10) 

And  many  a  doghter  gat  he  in  his  lyve ; 
Of  which  he  gat  upon  his  righte  wyve 
A  doghter  dere,  and  dide  her  for  to  calle 
Yperiyistra,  yongest  of  hem  alle  ;        2575 
The  whichc  child,  of  her  nativitee, 
To  aUe  gode  thewes  boru  was  she, 
As  lyked  to  the  goddes,  or  she  was  born, 
That   of  the   shefe    she   sht>lde    be    the 

corn  ;  (18) 

The  Wirdes,  that  we  clepen  Destiuee,  2580 
Hath  shapon  her  that  she  mot  nedes  be 
Pitoiise,  sadde,  wyse,  and  trewe  as  steel; 
And  to  this  woman  hit  accordeth  weel. 
For,   though    that   Venus   yaf  her  greet 

beaut  ee. 
With  Jupiter  compouned  so  was  she  2585 
That   conscience,  trouthe,   and  dreed  of 

shame, 
And  of  her  wj-f  hood  for  to  kepe  her  name, 
This,  thoughtc  her,  was  felicitee  as  here. 
And  rede  Mars  was,  that   tyme  of  the 

yere. 
So  feble,  that  his  malice  is  him  raft,    2590 
Kepressed  hath  Venus  his  cruel  cratt :  (30) 
f  ^^^lat  with  Venus  and  other  oppressioun 
Of  houses.  Mars  his  vcnim  is  adoun. 
That  Ypermistra  dar  nat  handle  a  knj-f 
In  malice,  thogh  she  sholde  Icse  her  lyf. 
But  natheles,  as  heven  gan  tho  turne,  2596 
To  badde  aspectes  hath  she  of  Saturne, 

0 


That  made  her  for  to  deyen  in  prisoun, 
As  I  shal  after  make  mencioun. 

To  Danao  and  Egistes  also —  2600 

Al-thogh  so  be  that  ihcy  were  brethren, 

two,  (40; 

For  thilkc  tj-me  nas  spared  no  linage — 
Hit  lyked  hem  to  makeu  mariage 
Betwix  Ypermistra  and  him  Lino, 
And  casteu  swiche  a  day  hit  shal  be  so;  2605 
And  ful  acorded  was  hit  witterlj-; 
The  array  is  wroght,  the  tyme  is  faste  by. 
And  thus  Lino  hath  of  his  fadres  l)rother 
The  doghter  w'edded,  and  eche  of  hem 

hath  other. 
The  torches   brcnnen  and  the  lampes 

brighte,  2610 

The  sacrifices  been  ful  redy  dighte :     (50J 
Th'encens  out  of  the  fyre  reketh  sote, 
The   flour,   the  leef  is  rent  up    by  the 

rote 
To  maken  garlands  and  corounes  hj-e  ; 
Ful  is  the  place  of  soun  of  mhistralcye. 


Of  songes  amorous  of  mariage. 


2616 


As  thilke  tyme  was  the  ple.^Ti  usage. 
And  this  was  in  the  paleys  of  Egiste, 
That  in  his  hous  was  lord,  right  as  him 

liste  ; 
And   thus  the  day  they  drj-ven  to  an 

ende ;  2620 

Tho  frendes  taken  leve,  and  hooni  they 

■wende.  (.60) 

The  night  is  come,  the  liryd  shal  go  to 

bedile  : 
Egiste  to  liis  chambre  faste  Ixim  spedde, 
And  privily  he  let  his  doghter  callo. 
Whan  that  the  hous  was  voided  of  hem 

alle,  2625 

He    loked    on    his    doghter   with    glad 

chere. 
And  to  her  spak,  as  ye  shul  after  here. 
'  Mj-  righte    doghter,    tresor    of   inyn 

herte  ! 
Sin  first  that  day  that  shapeu  was  my 

sherte, 
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Or  V>y  the  fatal  sustren  had  my  dom,  2630 
So  ny  niyn  herte  never  thing  me  com  (70) 
As    thou,     myu      Ypermistra,     dogliter 

dere  ! 
Tak  heed  Avhat    I    thy  fader    sey   thee 

here, 
And  werk  after  thy  wyser  ever-mo. 
For  alderiirste,  doghter,  I  love  thee  so  2635 
That  al  tlie  world  to  me  nis  half  so  leef ; 
Ne  I  nolde  rede  thee  to  thy  mischeef 
For  al  the  gode  under  the  colde  mone  ; 
And  wliat  I  mene,  hit  shal  Ije  seid  right 

sone, 
With  protesta<;ioun,  as  in  tliis  wyse,  2640 
That,  hut  thou  do  as  I  shal  thee  devj'se, 
Thou  shalt  he  deed,  by  him  that  al  hath 
wroght  !  (81) 

At  shoi-te  wordes,  thou  u'escapest  noght 
Out  of  my  paleys,  or  that  thou  be  deed, 
But  thou  consent*  and  werke  after  my 
reed  ;  2645 

Tak  this  to  thee  for  ful  conclusioun.' 

This  Ypermistra  caste  her  eyen  doun, 
And    qn<X)k   as   dooth    the  leef  of   aspe 

grene ; 
Deed  wex  her  hewe,  and   lyk  as  ash  to 
sene,  2649 

And  seyde, '  lord  and  fader,  al  your  wille, 
Alter  my  might,  god  wot,  I  shal  fulfille. 
So  hit  to  me  be  no  confusioun.'  (91) 

'  I  nil,'  quod  he, '  have  noon  excepcionn ' ; 
And  out  he  canghfe  a  knyf,  asrasour  kene ; 
'Hyd  this,'  quod  he,  'that  hit  be  nat  y- 
sene ;  2655 

And,  whan  thyn  hu8bond  is  to  bedde  y-go, 
Whyl  that  he  slepeth,  cut  histlirote  a-two. 
For  in  my  dremes  hit  is  warned  me 
How  that  my  nevew  shal  my  bane  be. 
But  whicho    I   noot,   wherfor   I   wol   be 
siker.  26<5o 

thou  sey  nay,   we  two  shul  have  a 
liker  (^x^V 

I   have   sej'd,    by   him    tliat   I   have 
sworn.' 
This  Ypermistra  hath  ny  her  wit  forlon  ; 
And,  for  to  passen  harmles  of  that  place, 
She  graunted  him  ;  ther  was  non  other 
grace.  2665 

And  therwith-al  a  costrnl  taketh  he. 
And  seyde,  '  herof  a  ilraught,  or  two  ox 
three ; 


Yif 


As 


Yif  him  to    drinke,    whan   he  goth    to 

reste, 
And  he  shal  slepe  as  longe  as  ever  thee 

leste. 
The  narcotiks  and  opies  been  so  stronge  : 
And  go  thy  wey,  lest  that  him  thinke 
longe.'  (110)2671 

Out  comth  the  bryd,  and  with  ful  sober 
chere, 
As  is  of  maidens  ofte  the  manere, 
To  ehambre  is  broght  with  revel  and  with 

songc, 
And  shortly,  lest  this  tale  be  to  longe,  2675 
This  Lino  and  she  ben  sone  broght  to 

bedde ; 
And  every  \vight  out  at  the  dore   him 
spedde. 
The  night  is  wasted,  and  he  fel  a-slepe  ; 
Ful  tenderly  beginneth  she  to  wepe. 
She    rist    her    up,    and     dredfully    she 
quaketh,  2680 

As    doth    the    braunche    that  Zephirus 
shaketh,  (120) 

And  husht  were  alle  in  Argon  that  citee. 
As  cold  as  any  frost  now  wexeth  she  ; 
For  pite  by  the  herte  her  streyneth  so, 
And  dreed  of  deeth  doth  her  so  moche  wo, 
That  thr5'es  doun   she   fil   in    swiche  a 
were.  -686 

She  rist  her  up,  and  stakereth  heer  and 

there, 
And  on  lier  handes  faste  loketh  she. 
•Alias  !  arid  shul  my  handes  blody  be  ? 
I  am  a  mai<l,  and,  as  Ijy  my  nature,    2690 
And  by  my  seniblant  and  by  my  vesture, 
Myn  handes  been  nat  shapen  for  a  knyt. 
As  for  to  reve  no  man  fro  liis  Ij'f.         ( 132) 
What  devil  have  I  with  the  knyf  to  do  ? 
And  slial  I  have  my  throte  corve  a-two  ? 
Then   shal   I   blede,    alias!    and  me   be- 
shende ;  2696 

And  nedes  cost  this  thing  mot  have  an 

ende ; 
Or  he  or  I  mot  nedes  lese  our  lyf. 
Now  certes,'  quod  she,  '  sin  I  am  his  wyf, 
And  hatli  my  feith,  yit  is  it  bet  for  me 
For  to  be  deed  in  wyfly  honestec   '140)  2701 
Than  be  a  traitour  living  in  my  shame. 
Be  as  be  may,  for  ernest  or  for  game, 
He  shal  awake,  and  ryse  and  go  his  way 
Out  at  this  goter,  or  that  hit  be  day ! ' — 
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And  weep  ful  temlerly  npon  his  ttice,    2^06 
And  in  her  armes  gan  liim  to  embrace, 
And  him  she  roggeth  and  awaketh  softe  ; 
And   at    the   window   leep    he    fro   the 

lofte 
Whan  she  hath  warned  him,   and  doon 

him  bote.  -2710 

This  Lino  swifte  was,  and  light  of  fote. 

And  from  his  vryf  ho  ran  a  ful  good  pas. 

This  sely  woman  is  so  wayk,  alias  !     (152) 

And  helples  so,    that,   or    that   she  fer 

wente. 
Her  cruel  fader  dide  her  for  to  hente.  2715 


Alias  !  Lino  !  why  art  thou  so  unkinde? 
Why  ne  haddest  thou  remembrcd  in  thy 

mindo 
To  taken  her,   and   lad   her   forth   witli 

thee? 

For,  whan  she  saw  that  goon  awey  was  he, 

And  that  she  mighte  nat  so  faste  go,    2720 

j  Ne  folwen  him,  slio  sette  her  doun  right 

j  tho,  (160) 

Til  she  was  caught  and  fetered  in  prisoun. 

This  tale  is  seid  for  this  conclusioun.  .  , 

{Unjinished.) 


O  .■=; 


A   TREATISE    ON   THE 
ASTROLABE. 


PEOLOGUS. 


LiTEL  Lowis  my  sone,  I  have  pereeised 
wel  by  certeyne  ov-idences  thyn  abilite  to 
Icme  sciencez  tonchinge  noumbres  and 
proporciouns  ;  'and  as  wel  considere  I  thy 

5  bisy  preyere  in  special  to  lerne  the  Tretis 
of  the  Astrolabie.  Than,  for  as  niechel 
as  a  philosofre  seith,  '  he  wrappeth  him  in 
his  frend,  that  condescendeth  to  the 
i-ighttul  preyers   of  his   frend,'   ther-for 

lo  have  I  geven  thee  a  suffisaunt  Astrolabie 
as  for  oure  orizonte,  compowned  after  the 
latitude  of  Oxenford :  xip-on  which,  by 
mediacion  of  this  litel  tretis,  I  purpose  to 
teche  thee  a  certoin  nombre  of  conclu- 

15  sions  apertening  to  the  same  instrument. 
I  seye  a  certein  of  conclusiouns,  for  three 
causes.  Tlie  furste  cause  is  this  :  truste  wel 
that  alle  the  conclusiouns  that  han  ben 
founde,    or    elles    i)ossibly    migliten    be 

20  founde  in  so  noble  an  instrument  as  an 
Astrolabie,  bon  un-knowe  perfitly  to  any 
mortal  man  in  this  regioun,  as  I  suppose. 
A-nother  cause  is  this ;  that  sothly,  in  anj- 
tretis  of  the  Astrolabie  that  I  have  si-yn, 

25  there  ben  some  conclusions  that  wole  nat 
in  aUe  tbinges  performen  hir  bihcstes  ; 
and  some  of  hem.  ben  to  harde  to  thy 
.tendre  age  of  ten  yeer  to  conseyve.  This 
tretis,  divided  in  fyvo  p.irties,  wole  I  shewo 

30  thee  under  ful  liglitc  rewles  and  naked 
wordes  in  English ;  for  Latin  ne  caustow 


yit  but  smal.  my  lyte  soue.  But  natheles, 
suffjse  to  thee  thise  trewe  conclusiouns  in 
English,  as  wel  as  suflfyseth  to  thise  noble 
clerkes  Grekes  thise  same  conclusiouns  in  35 
Greek,  and  to  Arabiens  in  Arabik,  and  to 
Jewes  in  Ebrew,  and  to  the  Latin  folk  in 
Latin  ;  whiche  Latin  folk  han  hem  fiirst 
out  of  othre  diverse  laugages,  and  'WTiten 
in  hir  owne  tonge,  that  is  to  sein,  in  40 
Latin.  And  god  wot,  that  in  alle  thise 
langages,  and  in  many  mo,  han  thise 
conclusiouns  ben  suffisantlj^  lerned  and 
taught,  and  yit  by  diverse  rewles,  right  as 
diverse  pathes  leden  diverse  folk  the  45 
righte  wey  to  Home.  Now  wol  I  pre.v 
meekly  every  discreet  persone  that  redeth 
or  hereth  this  litel  tretis,  to  have  my 
rewde  endyting  for  excused,  and '  my 
superfluite  of  wordes,  for  two  causes.  The  50 
iirsto  cause  is,  for  that  curious  endyting 
and  bard  sentence  is  ful  hevy  atones  for 
swich  a  child  to  lerne.  And  the  secondf 
cause  is  this,  that  sothly  me  semeth  betre 
to  wryten  un-to  a  child  twyes  a  good  55 
sentence,  than  he  forgete  it  ones.  And 
Lowis,  yif  so  be  that  I  shewe  thee  in  my 
lighte  English  as  trewe  conclusiouns 
touching  this  matere,  and  naught  only  as 
trewe  but  as  many  and  as  subtil  con-  60 
clusiouns  as  ben  shewed  in  Latin  in  any 
commune  tretis  of  the  Astrolabie,  con  me 
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the  more  thank  ;  aiiil  pr^ye  god  save  the 
king,  that  is  loitl  of  this  langage,  ami  alle 

65  that  him  feyth  bereth  and  obeyeth,  ever- 
ech  in  his  degree,  the  more  and  the  lasse. 
But  considere  wel,  that  I  no  nsurpe  nat  to 
have  I'onnde  this  work  of  my  labour  or  of 
niyn   engyn.     I   nam   but  a  lewd   com- 

;o  pilatonr  of  the    labour    of   olde    Astro- 
logiena,  and  have  hit  translated  in  mj-n  ! 
English  only  for  thy  doctrine  ;  and  with 
this  swerd  shal  I  sleen  envye. 

I.  The  lirste  partie  of  this  tretis  shal 
75  reherse  the  figures  and  the  membres  of 

thyn  Astrolabie,  bi-cause  that  thou  shalt 
han  the  grettre  knowing  of  thj-n  owne 
instrument. 

II.  The  sec<5nd  jiartie  shal  teche  thee 
80  werken  the  verrey  pi-actik  of  the  forseide 

conclusiouus,  as  ferforth  and  as  narwe 
as  may  be  shewed  in  so  smal  an  instru- 
ment portatif  aboiite.  For  wel  wot  every 
astrologien  that  smalest  fraccions  ne  wol 

S5  nat  ben  shewed  in  so  smal  an  instrument, 
as  in  subtil  tablfs  calculed  for  a  cause. 

in.  The  thi'idde  partie  shal  contienen 
diverse  tables  of  longitudes  and  latitudes 
of  sterrcs   iixe   for   the  Astrolabie,  and 

c/o  tables  of  declinacions  of  the  sonne,  and 
tables  of  longitudes  of  citeez  and  of- 
townes  ;  and  as  wel  for  the  governance 


of  a  elokke  as  fi>r  to  fin<lo  the  altitude 
meridian  ;    and   many  another   notable 
conclusioun,   after  the  kalendres  of  the  95 
reverent  clerkes,  frere  I.  Somer  and  frere 
i  N.  Lenne. 

!       IV.  The  feithe  partie  shal  ben  a  theorik 
j  to  declare  the  moevinge  of  the  celestial 
j  bodies  with    the    catises.     The    whiche  100 
1  fertile   partie   in  special  shal  shewen  a 
table  of  the  verray  moeving  of  the  mone 
•  from  houre  to  houre,  every  day  and  in 
j  evei-y  signe,  after  thyn  almenak ;   upon 
I  which  table  ther  Iblwith  a  canon,  suflfi-  105 
sant  to  teche  as  wel  the  maner  of  the 
wyrking  of  that  same  conclusioun,  as  to 
knowe  in  oure  orizonto  with  which  de- 
1  gree  of  the  zodiac  that  the  mone  ariseth 
j  in  any  latitude  ;  and  the  arising  of  any  1 10 
.  planete  after  his  latitude  fro  the  ecliptik 
Ij-ne. 

V.  The  fifte  partie  shal  ben  an  intro- 
i  ductorie  after  thestatutz  of  oure  doctours, 
]  in  which  thou  maist  lerne  a  gret  part  of  115 
I   the  general  rewles  of  theorik  in  astrologie. 
'   In  which  lifte  partie  shaltow  lindo  tables 
of  equacions  of  houses  aftur  the  latitude 
of  Oxenford  ;   and  tables  of  dignetes  of 
1  planetes,  and  other  noteful  thinges,  yif  ijo 
god  wol  vouehe-sauf  and  his  modtir  the 
maj-de.  mo  than  I  behete,  &c. 


PART   I. 


Here  bigissetii  the  descripcion  or  the 
Astrolabie. 

1.  Tlij-n  Astrolabie  hath  a  ring  to 
putten  on  the  thoumbe  of  thy  right 
hand  in  taking  the  heighte  of  thinges. 
And  tak  keep,  for  from  hennes-fortliward, 

5  I  wol  clepe  the  heighte  of  any  thing  that 
is  taken  by  thy  rewle,  the  altitude,  with- 
oute  mo  wordes. 

2.  This  ring  renneth  in  a  maner  turet, 
fast  to  the  moder  of  thyn  Astrolabie,  in 
so  rowm  a  space  that  hit  desturbeth  nat 
the  instrument  to  hangen  after  his  righte 

5  centre. 


8.  The  Moder  of  thyn  Astrolabie  is  the 
thikkeste  plate,  perced  with  a  large  hole, 
that  ressej'veth  in  hir  wombe  the  thinne 
plates  compowned  for  diverse  clyniatz, 
and  thy  riet  shapen  in  manere  of  a  net  or  ; 
of  a  webbe  of  a  loppe  ;  and  for  the  more 
declaraciotm,  lo  here  the  figure. 

■i.  This  moder  is  devyded  on  the  bak- 
half  with  a  lyne,  that  comcth  dessend- 
inge  fro  the  ring  down  to  the  nethereste 
bordure.  The  whiche  Ij'ne,  fro  the  for- 
seide ring  nn-to  the  centre  of  the  large  , 
hole  amidde,  is  cleped  the  south  l.vne,  or 
elles  the  lyne  meridional.  And  the 
renienant  of  this  lyne  downe  to  the  bor- 
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dure  is  clepcd  the  north  lyne,  or  elles  the 
lo  lyne   of  midnight.      And  for  the  more 
dcclaracioun,  lo  here  the  figure. 

5.  Over-thwart  this  for-seide  longe 
lyne,  ther  crosseth  him  another  Ij-no  of 
the  same  lengthe  from  est  to  west.  Of 
the  whiche  lyne,  from  a  litel  croys  +  in 
5  the  bordiire  iin-to  the  centre  of  the  large 
hole,  is  cleped  the  Est  lyne,  or  dies  the 
lyne  Orientale  ;  and  the  remenant  of  this 
lyne  fro  the  forseide  +  nn-to  the  bordure, 
is  cleped  the'SVest  Ijaie,  or  the  Ijoie  Occi- 
lo  dentale.  Now  hastow  here  the  foure 
quarters  of  thin  astrolabie,  devyded  after 
the  foure  principals  iilages  or  quarters  of 
the  fu'mament.  And  for  the  more  dcclar- 
acioun, lo  here  thy  figure. 

6.  The   est  side  of  thyn  Astrolabie  is 
cleped  the  right  side,  and  the  west  side 
is  cleped  the  left  side.     Forget  nat  this, 
litel  Lowis.     Put  the  ring  of  thyn  Astro- 
5  labie   upon   the   thoumbe    of    thy  right 
hand,  and  thanne  wole  his  right  syde  be 
toward  thy  left  syde,  and  his  left  syde 
wol  be  toward  thy  right  syde;  tak  this 
rewle  general,  as  wel  on  the  bak  as  on 
I  (J  the  wombe-side.     Upon  the  ende  of  this 
est  lyne,  as  I  first  seide,  is  marked  a  litel 
-i-,   wher-as  evere-mo   generaly   is    con- 
sidered the  cntring  of  the  first  degree  in 
■which  the  sonne  aryseth.     And  for  the 
15  more  declaracioun,  lo  here  the  figure. 

7.  Fro  this  litel  +  up  to  the  ende  of 

the   lyne    mei-idional,    under    the    ring, 

shaltow  finden  the  bordure  de^'ydod  with 

90  degrees  ;  and  by  that  same  propoi'cioun 

S  is  every  quarter  of  thin  Astrolabie  de- 

vj'ded.     Over  the  whiche   degrees   ther 

ben  noumbrcs  of  augrim,  that  devyden 

thiUve  same  degrees  fro  fj've  to  fj^ve,  as 

shewcth  by  longe  strykes  by-twenc.     Of 

10  -whiche  longe  sti-j-kcs  the  space  by-twene 

contienith  a  mile-wey.    And  every  degree 

of  the  bordure  contiencth  foure  minutes, 

that   is   to   seyn,   minutes   of  an   houre. 

And  for  more  declaracioun,  lo  here  the 

15  figure. 

b.  Under  the  compas  of  thilke  degrees 
ben  writcn  the  names  of  the  Twelve 
Signes,  as  Aries,  Taurus,  Gemini,  Cancer, 
Leo,  Virgo,  Libra,  Scorpio,    SagittariuSv 


Capriconius,  Aqiiarius,  Pisces ;  and  the  5 
nombres  of  the  degrees  of  tho  signes  ben 
writen  in  augrim  above,  and  with  longe 
devisiouns,  fro  fy\'e  to  fyve  ;  devyded  fro 
tyme  that  the  signe  entreth  un-to  the 
laste  ende.  But  understond  wel,  that  10 
thise  degrees  of  signes  ben  everich  of  hem 
considered  of  60  minutes,  and  every 
miniitc  of  60  secondes,  and  so  forth  in-to 
smale  fraccions  infinit,  as  seith  Alka- 
bucius.  And  ther-for,  know  wel,  that  15 
a  degree  of  the  bordiire  contieneth  fburo 
miniites,  and  a  degiee  of  a  signe  con- 
tieneth 60  minutes,  and  have  this  in 
minde.  And  for  the  more  declaracioun, 
lo  here  thy  figure.  20 

9.  Next  this  folweth  the  Cercle  of  the 
Dayes,  that  ben  figured  in  maner  of 
degrees,  that  contienen  in  noumbre  365  ; 
div.vded  also  with  longe  strykes  fro  fyve 
to  fj^'O,  and  the  nombres  in  augrim  5 
writen  under  that  cercle.  And  for  more 
declaracioun,  lo  here  thy  figure. 

10.  Next  the  Cercle  of  the  Dayes,  fol- 
weth the  Cercle  of  the  names  of  the 
Monthes ;  that  is  to  seyen.  Januare, 
Februare,  Marcius,  Aprile,  Mayus,  Juin, 
Julius,    Avigustus,    Septem>)re,    October,  5 

'Novembre,    Decembre.      The    names    of 
thise  monthes  were  cleped  in  Arabiens, 
somme  for  hir  propretees,  and  some  by 
statutz  of  lordes,  some  bj'  other  lordcs  of 
Eome.     Eek  of  tliise  monthes,  as  lyked  10 
to  Jvilius  Cesar  and  to  Cesar  Augustus, 
some  were   compowned  of  diverse  nom- 
bres of  dayes,  as  .Tuil  and  August.  Thanne 
hath    Januare    31    dayes,    Februare    28, 
March  31,  Aprille  30,  May  31,  Junius  30,  15 
Julius   31,    Augustus   31,    September    30, 
Oetobre  31,   Novembre  30,   December  31. 
Natheles,    al-though    that   Julius    Cesar 
took  2  dayes  out  of  Feverer  and  put  hem 
in  his  moneth  of  Juille,  and  Augustus  20 
Cesar  cleped  the  moneth  of  August  after 
his  name,  and  ordcyned  it  of  31  dayes, 
yit  truste  wel,  that  the  Sonne  dwelleth 
ther-for  nevere  the  more  ne  Icsse  in  oou 
signe  than  in  another.  25 

11.  Than  folwen  the  names  of  the 
Halidayes  in  the  Kalender,  and  next 
hem  the   lettres  of  the  Abe.   on  which 
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they  fallen.     And  for  the  more  declara- 

5  cioun,  lo  here  thy  figure. 

12.  Next  the  forseide  Cercle  of  the 
Abe.,  under  the  cros-lyne,  is  marked  the 
scale,  in  nianer  of  two  squyres,  or  elles  in 
manere  of  latUlres,  that  scrveth  by  hise 

5  12  poyntes  and  his  devisiouns  of  ful 
many  a  subtil  conclvisioun.  Of  this  for- 
seide scale,  fro  the  croos-lyne  nn-to  the 
verre  angle,  is  cleped  j-iimbra  versa,  and 
the  nether  partie  is  cleped  the  -fiimbra 
lo  recta,  or  elles  nntbra  extensa.  And  for 
the  more  derlaracioxin,  lo  here  the  fignre. 
IH.  Thannc  hastow  a  brood  Kewle. 
that  hath  on  either  ende  a  square  plate 
perced  with  a  certein  holes,  some  more 
and  some  lesse,  to  resseyven  the  stremes 

5  of  the  Sonne  by  day,  and  eek  bj-  media- 
eioun  of  thjTV  eye,  to  knowo  the  altitude 
ofsterres  by  nighte.  And  for  the  moi-e 
declaracioun,  lo  here  thy  figure. 

14.  Thanne  is  ther  a  large  P.^^n,  in 
maner  of  an  extree,  that  goth  thorow 
the  hole,  that  halt  the  tables  of  the 
clymates  and  the  riet  in  the  wombe  of 

5  the  Moder,  thorw  which  Pyn  ther  goth 
a  litel  wegge  which  that  is  cleped  '  the 
hors,"  that  streynoth  alle  thise  parties  to- 
hepe  ;  this  forseide  grete  Pjti,  in  maner 
of  an  extree,  is  imagined  to  be  the  Pol 
lo  Artik  in  thyn  Astrolabie.  And  for  the 
more  declaracioun,  lo  here  the  figure. 

15.  The  wombe-side  of  tbj-n  Astrolabie 
is  also   devj-dcil  with   a   longe  croys  in 

.  foure  quarters  from  est  to  west,  fro  south 
to  north,  fro  right  syde  to  left  syde,  as  is 

5  the  bak-sydo.  And  for  the  more  declara- 
cioun, lo  here  thy  figure. 

16.  The  bonlure  of  which  wombe-side 
is  dovyded  fro  the  poynt  of  the  est  Ij'ne 
un-to  the  poynt  of  the  south  lyne  under 
the  rmg.  in  90  degres  ;  and  by  that  same 

5  proporcioun  is  every  quarter  de^•,^■ded  as 
is  the  bak-.syi'.e,  that  amontetli  360  de- 
grees. And  understond  wel,  that  degrees 
of  this  bordure  ben  answering  and  con- 
sentrik  to  the  degi'ees  of  the  Equinoxial, 
10  that  is  devyded  in  the  same  nombre  as 
every  othere  cercle  is  in  the  heye  heveue. 
This  same  bordure  is  de^-jded  also  with 
2}  lettres  caintals  and  a  smal  croys  -r 


above  the  south  Ij-ne,  that  shewetli  the 

24  houres  equals  of  the  clokke  ;  and,  as  15 
I  have  said,  5  of  thise  degrees  maken 
a  mile-wey,  and  3  mile-wey  maken  an 
houre.  And  every  degree  of  this  bordure 
contejjeth  4  nriinutes,  and  every  minut 
60  secoundes  ;  now  have  I  tohl  thee  twye.  23 
And  for  the  more  declaracioun,  lo  here 
the  figure. 

17.  The  plate   under  thy  riet  is  des- 
cryv-ed  with  3  principal  cercles  ;  of  wliiche 
the  leste  is  cleped  the  cercle  of  Cancer, 
by-cause  that  the  lieved  of  Cancer  tximeth 
evermor     consentrik     up-on     the     same  5 
cercle.     In  tliis  hoved  of  Cancer  is  the 
grettest  declinacioun  northward  of  the       ^ 
Sonne.     And   ther-for   is  he   cleped   tho 
Solsticioiin   of  Somer ;    whiche   declina- 
cioun,   aftur    Ptholome,    is    23    degrees  10 
and  50  minutes,  as  wel  in  Cancer  as  in 
Capricorne.      This   signe    of    Cancer    is 
cleped  the  Tropik  of  Somer,   of  tropos, 
that  is  to  seyn  '  agaynward  ; '  for  thanne 
by-ginneth  the   Sonne   to  passe  fro  us-  15 
ward.     And  for  the  more   declaracioun, 
lo  here  the  figure. 

The  middel  cercle  in  wydnesse,  of  thise 
3,  is  cleped  the  Cercle  Equinoxial ;  up-on 
whiche  tiirnetb  evermo  the  hedes  of  20 
Aries  and  Libra.  And  understond  wel. 
that  evermo  this  Cercle  Equinoxial  tum- 
eth  justly  fro  verrey  est  to  verrey  west ; 
as  I  have  shewed  thee  in  the  spere  solide. 
Tliis  same  cercle  is  cleped  also  the  Weyere,  25 
equator,  of  the  daj* ;  for  whan  the  sonne 
is  in  the  hevedes  of  Aries  and  Libra, 
than  ben  the  dayes  and  the  nightes  ilyke 
of  lengthe  in  al  the  world.  And  ther- 
fore  ben  thise  two  signes  called  the  30 
Equinoxies.  And  alle  that  moeveth  with- 
in the  hevedes  of  thise  Aries  and  Libra, 
his  moeving  is  cleped  north-ward ;  and 
alle  that  moeveth  with-oute  thise  hevedes, 
his  moeving  is  cleped  south-ward  as  fro  35 
the  equinoxial.  Tak  keep  of  thise  lati- 
tudes north  and  sowth,  and  forget  it  nat. 
By  this  Cercle  Equinoxial  ben  considered 
the  24  houres  of  the  clokke  ;  for  everemo 

I   the  arysing  of  15  degrrees  of  the  e<iuiuoxial  40 
maketli  an  houre   eqital  of  the  clokke. 

1  This  equinoxial  is  cleped  the  girdel  of 
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the  iii-ste  mocving,  or  ellcs  of  the  nnfiulus 

primi  inotiis  vel  primi  mobilis.     And  nota, 

45  that  firste  mocving  is  cleped  '  moeving ' 

of  the   firste   moevable   of  the   8  spcre, 

whiche  moeving  is  fio  est  to  west,  and 

eft  agayn   in-to  est;    also  it  is  -clepid 

'girdel'   of   the    first    moeving,    for    it 

50  departptli  the  firste  moevable,  that  is  to 

spyn,    the   spere,    in   two   ilyke    parties, 

evene-ilistantz  fro  the  poles  of  this  worW. 

The  wydeste  of  thise  three   principal 

cercles  is  cleped  the  Cercle  of  Capricorne, 

55  by-canse  that  the   heved  of  Capricorne 

tumetli    evermo   consentrik    np-on    the 

same  cercle.     In  the  hcvcd  of  this  for- 

seide  Capricorne  is  the  grettest  declina- 

cioun  sontliward  of  the  sonne,  and  ther- 

60  for  is  it  cleped  the  Solsticioun  of  Winter. 

This  signe  of  Cajiricorne  is  also  cleped 

the  Tropik  of  Winter,  for  thanne  bygin- 

neth  the  sonne  to  come  agayn  to  ns-ward. 

And  for  the  more  declaracioun,  lo  here 

65  thy  fignre. 

18.  I'pon  this  forseide  plate  hen  com- 
passed certein  cercles  that  high  ten  Al- 
micanteras,  of  which  som  of  hem  semen 
perfit  cercles,  and  somme  semen  inperfit. 
5  The  centre  that  standith  a-middes  the 
narwest  cercle  is  cleped  the  Senith  ;  and 
the  netherest  cercle,  or  tlie  firste  cercle, 
is  clepid  the  Orisont«,  that  is  to  seyn, 
the  cercle  that  devydeth  the  two  emi- 
10  speries,  that  is,  the  partie  of  the  hevene 
a-bove  the  erthc  and  the  partie  be-nethe. 
Tiiise  Almicanteras  ben  compowned  by 
two  and  two,  al-be-it  so  that  on  divers 
Astrolabies  some  Almicanteras  ben  de- 
15  vyded  by  oon,  and  some  by  two,  and 
somme  by  tliree,  after  the  quantite  of  the 
Astrolabie.  This  forseide  senith  is  iin- 
agened  to  ben  the  verrey  point  over  the 
crowne  of  thyn  heved  ;  and  also  this 
10  senitli  is  tlie  verroy  pool  of  the  ori.sonto 
in  every  regioun.  And  for  the  more 
declaracioun,  lo  here  thy  figure. 

19.  From  this  senith,  as  it  semeth,  ther 
come  a  maner  crokede  strykes  lyke  to 
the  clawes  of  a  loppe,  or  elles  like  to  the 
werk  of  a  womanes  calle,  in  kerving  over- 
5  thwart  tlie  Almikanteras.  And  thise 
same   sti*ykos  or   divisiotins  ben   cleped 


Azimnthz.  And  they  devyden  the  ori- 
sonte  of  thyn  Astrolabie  in  four  and 
twenty  devisiouns.  And  thise  Azimntz 
serven  to  knowc  the  costes  of  the  firma-  10 
ment,  and  to  othre  conclusiouns,  as  for 
to  knowe  the  cenith  of  the  Sonne  and  of 
eveiy  sterre.  And  for  more  declaracioun, 
lo  here  thy  figure. 

20.  Next  thise  azimutz,  tinder  the 
Cercle  of  Cancer,  ben  ther  twelve  de- 
visiouns eml)elif,  moche  like  to  the  shaji 
of  the  azimutes,  that  shewen  the  spaces 
of  tlie  hoixres  of  planetes  ;  and  for  more  5 
declaracioun,  lo  here  thy  figure. 

21.  The  Kiet  of  thyn  Astrolabie  ■«'ith 
thy  zodiak,  sliapen  in  maner  of  a  net 
or  of  a  loppe-webbe  after  the  olde  des- 
cripcionn,  which  thow  mayst  tornen  up 
and  doun  as  thy-self  lyketh,  conteneth  5 
certein  nombre  of  sterres  fixes,  with  hir 
longitudes  and  latitudes  determinat :  yif 
so  be  that  the  makere  have  nat  erred. 
The  names  of  the  sterres  ben  ^vriten  in 
the  margin  of  the  rict  ther  as  they  sitte  ;  10 
of  whiche  sterres  the  smale  poynt  is 
cleped  the  Centre.  '  And  understond  also 
that  alle  sterres  sittinge  with-in  the 
zodiak    of   th,yn    Astrolabie   ben   cleped 

'  sterres  of  the  north,'  for  thej'  arj-sen  15 
by  northo  the   est  Ijme.     And   alle  the 
remenant  fixed,  out  of  the  zodiak,  ben 
cleped  '  sterres  of  the  soiith  ; '  but  I  sey 
nat  that  they  arisen  alle  by  southe  the 
est   Ijme ;    witnesse    on   Aldeberan    and  jo 
Algomeysa.     Generally  understond   tliis 
rewle,  that  thilke  sterres  that  ben  cleped 
sterres  of  the  north  arysen  rather  than 
the  degree  of  hir  longitude,  and  alle  the 
sterres   <>f   the   soutli    aiysen   after    the  J5 
degree  of  hir  longitude  ;  this  is  to  seyn, 
sterres  fixed   in   thyn    Astrolabie.      The 
mesure   of  this   longitude   of   sterres   is 
taken   in    the   lyne   ecliptik   of    hevene, 
under  which  lyne,  whan  that  the  sonne  ^o 
and  the  mone  ben  lyne-right  or  elles  in 
the  superfice  of  this  lyne,  than  is  the 
eclips  of  the  Sonne  or  of  the  mone  ;    as 
I  shal  declare,  and   eek   the  cause  why. 
But   sothly   the   Ecliptik    Lyne    of    thy  iS 
zodiak  is  the  outtcrestc  borduro  of  thy 
zodiak,  ther  the  degrees  ben  marked. 
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Thy  Zodi.ak  of  tliyn  Astrolabic  is  sliapen 
as  a  compas  which  that  contcneth  a  largo 

40  brede,  as  after  tho  quaiitite  of  thyn 
Astrolabie  ;  in  ensamplo  that  tho  zocliak 
in  hevcno  is  imagened  to  ben  a  snporfice 
contening  a  latitude  of  twelve  degrees, 
wheras  al  tho  remenant  of  cerclcs  in  the 

45  hevene  ben  imjiginod  verrey  lynos  with- 
oute  eny  latitude.  Amidiles  this  celestial 
zodiak  ys  imagined  a  lyne,  which  that  is 
cleped  the  Ecliptik  Lyne,  under  which 
lyne   is   evermo  tho  wey  of  tho   Sonne. 

50  Thus  ben  ther  six  degrees  of  the  zodiak 
on  that  oon  si<le  of  the  lyne,  and  six 
degrees  on  that  other.  This  zodiak  is 
devided  in  twelve  principal  devisionns, 
that  departen  tho  twelve  signes.     And, 

55  for  the  strcitnes  of  thin  Astrolabie,  than 
is  every  smal  devisioun  in  a  signc  de- 
partid  by  two  degrees  and  two  ;  I  niene 
degrees  contening  sixty  minutes.  And 
this  forseido  hevenissh  zodiak  is  cleped 

60  the  Cercle  of  the  Signes,  or  the  Cercle 
of  the  Bestes  ;  for  zodia  in  langage  of 
Greek  sowneth  '  bestes  '  in  Latin  tonge  ; 
and  in  the  zodiak  ben  the  twelve  signes 
that  iian  names  of  bestes  ;   or  elles,  for 

65  whan  the  Sonne  entreth  in  any  of  the 
sigpies,  he  taketh  the  propretee  of  swich 
bestes  ;  or  elles,  I'or  that  the  sterres  that 
ben  there  fixed  ben  disx>osed  in  signes  of 
bestes,    or  shape   like   bestes ;     or  elles, 

JO  whan  the  planetes  ben  ttnder  thilke 
signes,  they  causen  ns  by  hir  influence 
operaciouns  and  effectes  lyk  to  the  opera- 
ciouns  of  bestes.  And  understonde  also, 
that  whan  an  hot  planete  cometh  in-to 

75  an  hot  signe,  than  encresseth  his  hete ; 


and  yif  a  planete  be  cold,  thanno  amen- 
tiseth  his  coldnessc,  by-causo  of  the  bote 
signe.  And  by  this  conclusioun  maystow 
take  ensaniplo  in  alio  tho  signes,  bo  they 
moist  or  drye,  or  moeble  or  lix  ;  rekening  80 
tho  qualitee  of  the  planete  as  I  first 
seide.  And  everich  of  thise  twelve  signes 
hath  respecte  to  a  certein  parcelle  of  the 
body  of  a  man  ami  hath  it  in  governance ; 
as  Aries  hath  thyn  heved,  and  Taurus  thy  R- 
nckke  and  thy  throte,  CJemini  thyu 
armholes  and  thyn  armes,  and  so  forth  ; 
as  slial  be  shewed  more  jileyn  in  the  fifte 
partie  of  this  tretis.  This  zodiak,  which 
that  is  part  of  the  eighte  spere,  over-  9"^ 
kerveth  the  equinoxial ;  and  he  over- 
kerveth  him  again  in  evene  parties  ;  and 
that  on  half  declineth  southward,  and 
that  other  northward,  as  pleynly  de- 
clareth  the  tretis  of  the  spere.  And  for  95 
more  declaracioun,  lo  here  thy  figure. 

22.  Thanne  hastow  a  label,  that  is 
schapen  lyk  a  rewle,  save  that  it  is  streit 
and  hath  no  plates  on  either  ende  with 
holes  ;  but,  with  the  smale  point  of  the 
forseide  label,  shaltow  calcule  thyne  5 
equaciouns  in  the  bordure  of  thin  Astro- 

j  labie,  as  by  thyn  almury.     And  for  the 
more  declaracioun,  lo  hero  thy  figure. 

23.  Thyn  Almui-y  is  cleped  the  Denticle 
of  Capricome,  or  elles  the  Calculer.  This 
same  Almury  sit  fix  in  the  heed  of  Capri- 
come, and  it  serveth  of  many  a  neces- 
saric  conclusioun  in  equaciouns  of  thinges,  5 
as  shal  be  shewed ;  and  for  the  more 
declaracioTin,  lo  here  thy  figure. 

Here  endeth  the  descripcion  of  the 
Astrolabie. 


PART   II. 


HeKK    BVGIXSF.N    IHE    COSCLUSIOSS    OF 

THE  Astrolabie.- 

1.  To  fynde  the  degree  in  which  the  soniie  is 
daij  by  day,  njler  hir  cours  a-boitte. 

Rekene  and  knowe  which  is  the  day 
of  thy  monthe  ;  and  ley  thy  rewle  up 
that  same  day ;  and  thanne  wol  the 
verray  point  of  thy  rewle  sitten  in  the 


bordure,  up-on  the  degree  of  thy  sonne,  5 
Ensample  as  thus  ;  the  yeer  of  oure  lord 
1391,  the  1.:  day  of  March  at  midday, 
I  wolde  knowe  the  degree  of  the  sonne. 
I  soughte  in  the  bak-half  of  myn  Astro- 
labie, and  fond  the  cercle  of  the  dayes,  10 
the  which  I  knowe  by  the  names  of  the 
monthes  writen  under  the  same  cercle. 
Tho  leide  I  my  rewle  over  this  forseide 
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day,  ami  fond  the  i>oint  of  my  rewle  in 
15  the  lx»rdure  uiv^^n  the  firste  degreo  of 
Aries,  «i  litel  with-iu  the  degree :  and 
thus  knowe  I  tliis  conclusioun.  Another 
day,  I  wolde  knowe  the  degree  of  my 
Sonne,  and  this  was  at  midday  in  the 
20  13  day  of  Decembre  :  I  fond  the  day  of 
the  monthe  in  maner  as  I  seide ;  tho 
leide  I  my  rewle  \ip-on  this  forseide  13 
day.  and  fond  the  j^oint  of  my  rewle  in 
the  l>ordnre  •ni>-t«n  tho  first  degree  of 
-5  Capricome.  a  lite  with-in  the  degree  : 
and  than  hadde  I  of  this  eonclnsioun  the 
fol  exi^rience.  And  for  the  more  deolar- 
acionn.  lo  here  thy  fignre. 

2.  To  Icnoict'  the  aUitinle  of  the  »:tnne,  or 

o/othre  celestial  bodies. 

Put  the  ring  of  thyn  Astrolabie  ui>-ou 

thy  right  thovunlie,    and   tume  thy  lift 

syde  agayn  the  light  vi  the  Sonne.     And 

remeve  thy  rewle  \ip  and  doiiu.  til  that 

S  the  strenies  of  the  sonne  sli>-ne  thorgh 

bothe  holes  of  thy  rewle.     Loke  thanne 

how  many  degrees  thy  rewle  is  areised 

fro  the  litel  crois  up-ou  thyn  est  line,  and 

tak  ther  the  altitude  of  thy  sonne.     And 

10  in  this  same   wyse  maistow  knowe  by 

nighte  the  altitude  of  the  mone.  or  of 

brightesterres.  Tliis  chapitre  is  so  general 

eveJ  in  oou.  that  ther  nedit-h  no  more  ! 

declaracion  :  but  forget  it  nat.     And  for  I 

15  the  more  declaracioun,  lo  here  the  fignre. 

3.  To  knowe  every  tijme  of  the  day  by  liijht  I 
of  the  Sonne,  and  every  tyme  of  the  niijht 
by  the  sterres  fre,  and  eke  to  knotce  by 
night  or  by  day  the  degree  of  any  signe 
that  asiendefh  on  the  Est  Orisonte,  n-hich 
that  is  eleped  communly  the  Assendent, 
or  elles  Oivscitpum. 

Tak  ~the  altitude  of  the  sonne  whan 
thee  list,  us  1  have  said  ;  and  set  the 
degree  of  the  sonne.  in  cas  that  it  be 
by-tom  the  middel  «.>f  the   day,    among 

5  thyn  almikanteras  on  the  est  sitle  ot  thyn 
Astrolabie  ;  and  yil  it  be  after  the  middel 
ot  the  day,  set  the  degree  of  thy  sonne 
up-ou  the  west  side  ;  tak  this  manere  of 
setting   for    a   general    rewle,   ones    for 

10  evere.      And    whan    thou   hast   set    the 


degree  of  thy  Sonne  up  as  many  almi- 
kanteras  of  heyghte  as  was  the  altitude 
of  the  Sonne  taken  by  thy  rewlo,  ley  over 
thy  label,  up-on  the  degree  of  the  sonne  : 
and  thanne  wol  the  point  of  thy  lal«l  15 
sitten  in  the  N>rilure.  np-on  the  verrey 
tyd  of  the  day.  Eiisample  as  thus  :  the 
yeer  of  oure  lord  i<oi,  the  12  day  of 
March,  I  wold  knowe  the  tyd  of  the  day. 
I  took  the  altitude  of  my  sonne.  and  20 
fond  that  it  was  J5  degrees  and  w  of 
minutes  of  heyghte  in  the  bordure  on  the 
bak-syde.  Tho  turnede  I  myn  Astrola- 
bie. and  by-cause  that  it  was  by-fom 
midday,  I  turnede  my  riet.  and  settc  the  ^5 
degree  of  the  sonne,  that  is  to  se>-n.  the 
1  degree  of  Aries,  on  the  right  syde  of 
myn  Astrolabie.  up-on  that  25  degi-ees 
and  30  of  miniites  of  he\-ghte  among  m^■u 
almikanteras  :  tho  leide  I  my  Libel  up-on  3*J 
the  degree  of  my  soi>.ne,  and  t'ond  the 
ix>ynte  of  my  label  in  the  bordure.  tip-on 
a  capital  lettre  that  is  cleped  an  X :  tho 
rekened  I  alle  the  capitalles  lettres  fro 
the  lyne  of  midnight  un-to  this  forseide  35 
lettre  X,  and  fond  that  it  wivs  o  of  the 
clokke  of  the  day.  Tho  loked  1  tIowu 
up-on  the  est  orisonte.  and  fond  there 
the  20  degree  of  Geminis  assending ; 
which  that  I  tok  for  myn  assendent. 
And  in  this  wyse  hadde  I  the  ejqierience 
for  ever-mo  in  which  maner  I  sholde 
knowe  the  tyd  of  the  day,  and  eek  myn 
assendent.  Tho  wolde  I  wite  tho  same 
night  folwing  the  hour  of  the  night,  and 
wronglite  in  this  wyse.  Among  an  heep 
of  st«n-is  fixe,  it  lyked  me  for  to  take  the 
altitude  of  the  feire  white  sterre  that  is 
cleped  Alhabor ;  and  fond  hir  sitting  on 
the  west  side  of  the  lyne  of  midday,  5a 
fiS  degres  of  heighte  taken  by  my  rewle 
on  the  bak-syde.  Tho  sette  I  the  centre 
of  tliis  Alhabor  up-on  fiS  degrees  among 
mjni  almikanteras,  ui>-on  the  west  syde  ; 
by-cause  that  she  ^^as  foundeu  on  the  55 
west  syde.  Tho  leide  I  my  label  o\er 
the  degree  of  the  sonne  that  was  de- 
scended under  the  weste  orisonte,  and 
rikened.  alle  the  lettres  capitals  fro  the 
lyne  of  inidda\-  un-to  the  point  of  my  00 
laliel  in  the  l)ordure  :   and   fond  that  it 
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was  passed  +8  vt  the  clokke  the  fipace  of 
fa  deg^rees.  Tho  loked  I  doun  up-on  luyn 
est  orisonte,  anil  fond  ther  fzj  degrees  of 

65  Libra  assending,  wlioni  I  tok  for  niyn 
assendent ;  and  thtis  lerned  I  U>  knowe 
ones  for  ever  in  which  manere  I  sliuhi 
come  to  the  houre  of  the  night  and  to 
myn  assendent ;    as  verreyly  as  may  be 

70  taken  by  so  sinal  an  instriinipnt.  But 
natheles,  in  general,  woldo  I  warne  tlice 
for  evere,  ne  mak  tliee  nevere  bold  to 
have  take  a  jwst  ascendent  by  thyn 
Astioliibie,   or  elles   to  have  set   justly 

75  a  clokki',  whan  any  celestial  body  by 
whicli  that  thow  wenest  govurno  thilke 
thinges  ben  nfy  the  south  lyne  ;  lor  trust 
wel,  whan  that  the  Sonne  is  ney  the 
mei'idional  lyne,  the  degree  of  the  Sonne 

80  renneth  so  longe  eonsentrik  up-on  the 
almikanteras,  that  sothly  thou  shalt  erre 
fro  the  just  assendent.  The  same  con- 
clusionu  sey  I  by  the  centre  of  any  sterre 
fix  by  night  ;  and  more-over,  by  experi- 

85  ence,  I  wot  wel  that  in  onre  orisonte, 
from  II  of  tlie  clokke  un-to  oou  of  the 
clokke,  in  taking  of  a  jxist  assendent  in 
a  portatif  Astrolabie,  hit  is  to  hard  to 
knowe.     I   mene,  from   11  of  the  clokke 

00  biforn  the  houre  of  noon  til  oon  of  the 
clokke  next  folwing.  And  for  the  more 
declaracion,  lo  here  thy  figure. 

4.    Special  declaracion  of  the  assendent. 

The  assendent  sothly,  as  wel  in  alle 
nativitez  as  in  qucstiouns  and  elecciouns 
of  tymes,  is  a  thing  which  that  thise 
astrologiens   gretly   observen  ;   wher-fore 

5  me  semeth  convenient,  sin  that  I  spcke 
of  the  assendent,  to  make  of  it  special 
declaracioun.  The  assendent  sothly,  to 
take  it  at  the  largeste,  is  thilke  degree 
that  asscndeth   at  any  of  thise  forseide 

10  tymes  upon  the  est  orisonte  :  ami  tliere- 
for,  yif  that  any  planet  assende  at  that 
same  tymc  in  thilke  for-seide  f  degree  of 
his  longitude,  men  seyn  that  thilke 
planete  is  in  horoscopo.     But  sothly,  the 

15  hous  of  the  assendent,  that  is  to  seyn, 
the  firstc  hous  or  the  est  angle,  is  a  thing 
more  brood  and  large.  For  after  the 
statutz  of  astrologiens,  what  celestial  body 


that  is  5  degres  above  thilk  degree  that 
assendeth,  or  witli-in  that  nonmbre,  tliat  20 
is  to  seyn,  nere  tho  degree  that  assendeth, 
yit  rikne  they  tliilke  planet  in  the  as- 
sendent.   And  what  planete  that  is  under 
thilke   degree  that   assendith   the  space 
of  -j-a.s  degrees,  yit  seyn  they  that  thilke  25 
planete  is  lyk  to  him  that  is  in  the  hous 
of  tlie  assendent ;  but  sothly,  yif  he  j>asse 
the  bondes  of  thise  forseide  spaces,  above 
or  bynethe,  they  se.vn  that  the  planete  is 
failling  fro  the  assendent.    Yit  sein  thise  3<-> 
astrologiens,  that  the  assendent,  and  eke 
the  li>rd  of  the  assendent,  may  be  shapen 
for  to  be  fortunat  or  iniortunat,  as  thus  : 
a  fortunat  assendent  clepeu  they  whan 
that   no  wikkid  planete,  as  Sat  urn  e  or  35 
Mars,  or  elles  the  Tail  of  the  Dragoun, 
is  in  the  hous  of  the  assendent,  ne  that 
no  wikked  planete  have  non  aspecte  of 
enemite  up-on  the  assendent ;  but  they 
wol    caste    that    they  have    a    fortunat  40 
planete  in  hir  assendent  and  yit  in  his 
fclicitee,  and  than  sey  they  that  it  is  wel. 
Forther-ovcr,  they  sej-n  that  the  infor- 
tuning  of  an  assendent  is  the  contrarie 
of  thise   forseide  thinges      The   lord   gf  45 
the  assendent,  sey  they,  that  he  is  for- 
tunat, whan  he  is  in  good  place  fro  the 
assendent  as  in  angle  ;  or  in  a  succedent, 
whcre-as  he  is  in  his  dignitee  and  con- 
forted  with  frendly  aspectes  of  planetes  50 
and  wel  resccived,  and  eek  that  he  may 
seen  the  assendent,  and  that  he  be  nat 
retrograd  ne  combust,  ne  joigned   with 
no  shrewe  in  the  same  signe  ;  ne  that  he 
be  nat  in  his  descencioun.  ne  joigned  with  55 
no  i>lanete  in  his  discencioun,   ne  have 
up-on  him  non  aspecte  infortunat ;  and 
than  sey  they  that  he  is  wel.     Natheles, 
thise  hen  obser\-auncezof  ju(iicialmatiere 
and  r\-tes  of  payens,  in  which  my  spirit  60 
ne  hiith  no  feith,  ne  no  knowing  of  hir 
horoscopiim ;    for    they  seyn   that   every 
signe  is  dejiarted  in  3  evene  parties  by 
10  degrees,  and  thilke  porcioun  they  clepe 
a   Face.     And   al-thogh  that    a   planete  65 
have  a  latitude  fro  the  ecliptik,  yit  sey 
some  folk,  so  that  the  planete  aryse  in 
that  same  signe  with  any  degree  of  the 
forseide  face,  in  which  his  longitude  is 
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70  rekiiod,  that  yit  is  tlio  planete  in  horo- 
scopo,  bo  it  in  nativite  or  in  clecciouu,  &e. 
And  for  the  more  declaraciotui,  lo  here 
the  figure. 

5.  To  knowe  the  verrey  equacioun  of  tlie 
defji'ee  of  the  sonne,  ijif  so  be  that  it  falle 
bij-twixe  thi/n  Almikantcras. 

For  as  nioche  as  the  alinikaaiteras  in 
thyn  Astrolabie  been  compoimed  by  two 
and  two,  wherc-as  some  ahnikanteras  in 
sondry  Astrolabies  hen  compouned  hy 
5  con  and  con,  or  elles  by  two  and  two, 
it  is  necessarie  to  thy  lerning  to  teche 
thee  first  to  knowe  and  worke  with  thyn 
owue  instrument.  Whcr-for,  whan  that 
the  degree  of  thy  Sonne  falleth  by-twixo 

10  tw(3  alniikanteras,  or  elles  yif  thyn  almi- 
kanteras  ben  graven  with  over  gret 
a  point  of  a  compas,  (I'or  bothe  thiso 
thinges  may  causen  eiTour  as  wel  in 
knowing  of  the  tyd  of  the  day  as  of  the 

J3  verrey  assendent),  thoii  most  werkcn 
in  this  wyse.  Set  the  degree  of  thy 
Sonne  up-on  the  heyer  ahnikanteras 
of  bothe,  and  waite  wel  wher  as  thin 
almury  toucheth   the   hordure,   and   set 

;o  ther  a  prikke  of  inke.  Set  doun 
agajm  the  degree  of  thy  sonne  up-ou 
the  nethere  alniikanteras  of  bothe,  and 
set  ther  anotlior  prikke.  Remewe  thanne 
thyn  almury  in  the  hordure  cvene  amid- 

25  des  bothe  prikkes,  ami  tliis  wol  lede 
justly  the  degree  of  thy  sonne  to  sitte 
by-twixe  bothe  almikanteras  in  his  right 
place.  Ley  thanne  thy  label  over  the 
degree  of  thy   sonne  ;    and   find   in  the 

30  hordure  the  verrey  tj-de  of  tlie  day  or  of 
the  night.  And  as  vierreyly  shaltow 
finde  tip-on  thyn  est  orisonte  thyn  assen- 
dent. And  for  more  declaracioun,  lo 
here  thy  figure. 

6.  To  kiioioe  the  spring  of  the  dawing  and 
the  endc  of  the  evening,  the  ichich  hen 
called  the  two  crepusculis : 

Set  the  nadir  of  thy  sonne  Tip-on  18 
degrees  of  heighte  among  thyn  almikan- 
teras on  the  west  syde,  and  ley  thy  l.'ilxd 
on  the  degree  of  tliy  sonno,  au'l  thanne 
5  shal  tlie  poj-nt  of  thy  hibel  schewe  tlie 
spring  of  day.     Also  set  the  nadir  of  thy 


Sonne  up-im  18  degrees  of  heighte  »-miing 
thj-n  ahnikanteras  on  the  est  side,  and 
ley  over  thy  label  up-on  the  degree  of  the 
Sonne,  and  with  the  point  of  thy  label  10 
find  in  the  bordure  the  ende  of  the 
evening,  that  is,  verrey  night.  The  nadir 
of  the  Sonne  is  thilke  degree  that  is 
opposit  to  the  degree  of  the  sonne,  in  the 
seventhe  signe,  as  thus :  every  degree  15 
of  Aries  by  ordre  is  nadir  to  every  degree 
of  Libra  by  ordre  ;  and  Taurus  to  Scor- 
pion ;  Gemini  to  Sagittai-e ;  Cancel-  to 
Capricorne  ;  Leo  to  Aquarie ;  Virgo  to 
Pisces  ;  and  yif  any  degree  in  thy  zodiak  jo 
be  dirk,  his  nadir  shal  declare  him.  And 
for  tlie  more  declaracioun,  lo  here  thy 
figure. 

7.  To  knowe  the  arch  of  the  day,  that  some 
folk  callen  the  day  nrtificial,  from  the 
Sonne  arysing  til  hit  go  to  reste. 

Set  the  degree  of  thy  sonne  up-on  thyn 
est  orisonte,  and  ley  thy  label  on  the 
degree  of  the  sonne,  and  at  the  poynt 
of  thy  label  in  the  bordure  set  a  prikke. 
Turn  thanne  thy  riet  aboute  til  the  5 
degree  of  the  sonno  sit  up-on  the  west 
orisonte,  and  ley  thy  Label  up-on  the 
same  degree  of  the  sonne,  and  at  the 
point  of  thy  label  set  a-nother  prikke. 
Rekne  thanne  tlie  quantitec  of  tynie  in  10 
the  bordure  by-twixe  bothe  prikkes,  and 
tak  ther  thyn  ark  of  the  day.  The  reme- 
nant  of  the  bordure  under  the  orisonte  is 
the  ark  of  the  night.  Thus  maistow 
rekne  Iwthe  arches,  or  every  porcion,  15 
of  whether  that  thee  lyketh.  And  by 
this  manere  of  wyrking  maistow  see  how 
longe  that  any  sterro  fix  dwelleth  arbore 
the  erthe,  fro  tymo  that  ho  ryseth  til  he 
go  to  reste.  But  the  day  natural,  that  jo 
is  to  sej'n  24  houres,  is  the  revolucioau  of 
the  eqiiinoxial  with  as  mochc  partie  of 
the  zodiak  as  the  sonne  of  his  propra 
moevinge  passeth  in  the  mene  wliyle. 
And  fur  the  more  declaracioun,  lo  here  25 
thy  ligure. 

8.  To  turn  the  houres  in-equalea  in  houres    - 

eqiiales. 
Knowe  the  nombro  of  the  degrees  in 
the  houres  in-equales,  and  depart*  hera 
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by  15,  and  tuk  ther  thyii  hoiires  enuales. 
Ami  feu-  the  more  declaracioun,  li>  hi-ic 
,s  thy  figure. 

9.  To  knowe  the  quantitee  uf  the  day  ml- 

(lare,  that  in  to  seycn,  from  sprivg  of  the 

day  tni-lu  verrey  night. 

Know  the  quantitee  of  thy  creinisculis, 

as  I  ha\e  taught  in  the  chapitre  bi-forii, 

and  ailde  hem  to   the  arch  of  thy  day 

artificial  ;  and  tak  tlier  the  space  of  alle 

5  the  liule  daj'  vulgar,  uii-tu  verri'y  night. 

The   same    manere    maystow   worke,    to 

knowe  the  quantitee  of  the  vulgar  night. 

And  for  the  more  declaracioim,  lo  here 

the  figure. 

10.  To  knoice  the  qvantite  of  hoit'ea 

i7iequults  by  day. 

I'nderstond  wel,  that  thise  houres  in- 

equales  ben  clcped   lunircs  of  planetes, 

and  understond  wcl  that  som-tyme  ben 

they  lengere  bj-  day  than  by  night,  and 

5  Si>m-tynie  the  contrarie.  But  understond 
wel,  that  cvermo,  gcneraly,  the  hot^r  in- 
equal  of  the  (Jay  with  the  houre  in-equal 
of  the  night  contenen  30  degrees  of  the 
Iw^rdure,     wliiohe     bordure     is     ever-nio 

10  answering  to  the  degrees  of  the  cqni- 
noxial ;  wher-for  departe  the  arch,  of  the 
day  artificial  in  12,  and  tak  ther  the 
quantitee  of  the  houre  in-cqnal  by  day. 
And  yif  thow  abate  the  quantitee  of  4he 

15  houre  in-equal  by  daye  out  of  30,  than 
shal  the  reraenant  that  leveth  i^erforme 
the  houre  inequal  by  night.  And  for 
the  more  declaracioun,  lo  here  the  figure. 

11.  To  knoice  tlie  quantite  of  houres  eqtiales. 

The  quantitee  of  houres  equales,  that 

is  to  seyn,  the  houres  of  the  clokke,  ben 

departed   bj'    15   degrees   al-redy  in    the 

horditre  of  thjni   Astrolabie.  as   wel   by 

5  night     as    by    day,    gencraly   for    evere. 

AVhat  nedeth  more  declaracioun  ?   AVher- 

for,  whan  thee  list  to  know  lic«w  manye 

houres  of  the  clokke  ben  passed,  or  any 

part   of  any  of   thise   houres   that   ben 

10  i>assed,   or   elles    how   many  houres    or 

partie  of  houres  ben  to  come,  fro  swich 

a  t>ane  to  swich  a  tyme,  hy  day  or  by 

iiighte,  kno-we  the  degree  of  thy  sdnne, 


and  ley  tliy  label  on  it  ;  turne  thy  riet 
alnnite  joyntly  with  thy  latel,  and  with  15 
the  point  of  it  rekne  in  the  bordnre  fro 
the  Sonne  aiyse  un-to  the  same  place 
ther  thou  desirest,  by  day  as  by  nighte. 
This  conclusioun  wol  I  declare  in  the 
laste  cliajjitre  of  the  4  partie  of  this  tretis  20 
so  openly,  that  ther  shal  lakke  no  worde 
that  nedeth  to  the  declaracioun.  And 
for  the  more  declaracioun,  lo  here  the 
figure. 

1"J.  Special  declaracioun  of  the  houres 
of  planetes. 

I  Understond  wel,  that  evere-mo,  fro  the 
I  arysing  of  the  Sonne  til  it  go  to  reste,  the 
'  nadir  of  the  sonne  shal  shewe  the  houre 
of  the  planete,  and  fro  that  tj-me  forward 
al  the  niglit  til  the  Sonne  arj-se  ;  than  5 
shal  the  verrej-  degree  of  the  sonne  shewe 
!  the  houre  of  the  planete.  Ensample  as 
thus.  The  13  day  of  Ma:rch  fil  uji-on  a 
I  Saterday  per  aveuture,  and,  at  the  aris- 
ing of  the  Sonne,  I  fond  the  seeounde  10 
degree  of  Aries  sitting  up-on  niyn  est 
orisonte,  al-be-it  that  it  was  but  lite ; 
than  fond  I  the  2  degree  of  Libra,  nadir 
of  my  Sonne,  dessending  on  my  west 
oiisonte,  np-on  which  west  orisonte  every  15 
day  generally,  at  the  sonne  ariste,  entretli 
the  houre  of  any  planete,  after  which 
planete  the  day  bereth  his  name  ;  and 
endeth  in  the  nexte  strjk  of  tlie  plate 
tinder  the  forseide  west  orisonte  ;  and  jo 
evere,  as  the  sonne  climbeth  uppere  and 
vippere,  so  goth  his  nadir  dounere  and 
dounere,  techiug  bj^  swich  strykes  the 
houres  of  planetes  hy  ordre  as  they  sitten 
in  the  hevene.  Tlie  first  houre  inequal  25 
of  eveiy  Satterday  is  to  Satume  ;  and 
the  seeounde,  to  Jupiter  ;  the  3,  to  Mars  ; 
the  4,  to  the  Sonne  ;  the  5,  to  Venus  ;  the 
6,  to  Mercurius  ;  the  7,  to  the  Mone  ;  and 
thanne  agaj'n,  the  8  is  to  Satume  ;  the  9,  30 
to  Jupiter;  the  10,  to  Mars;  the  11,  to 
the  Sonne ;  the  12,  to  Venus ;  and  now 
is  my  Sonne  gon  to  reste  as  for  that 
Setterday.  Tlianne  sheweth  the  verrey 
degree  of  the  sonne  tlie  houre  of  Mercuxie  35 
entring  under  my  west  orisonte  at  eve  ; 
and  next  him  succedeth  the  Mone  ;  and  so 
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forth  by  onire,  plaiiete  after  planete,  in 
honrc  after  hourc,  al  the  nightlonge  til  the 

40  Sonne  aryse.  Now  ryseth  the  sonne  that 
Somlny  by  the  morwe  ;  and  the  nadir  of 
the  Sonne,  wp-on  the  west  orizonte, 
sheweth  me  the  entring  of  the  hoiire  of 
the  torseide  sonne.     And  in  this  maner 

45  succedeth  planeto  under  phmete,  fro 
Saturue  tin-to  the  Mone,  and  fro  the 
Mune  np  a-gayn  to  Satnrne,  hoiire  after 
honre  generaly.  And  thus  knowe  I  this 
conchisionn.     And  for  the  more  deelara- 

50  cionn,  lo  here  the  figure. 

13.  To  knowe  the  altitude  of  the  sonne  in 
middes  of  the  day,  that  is  cleped  the 
altitude  meridian. 

Set  the  degi-ee  of  the  sonne  up-on  the 
IjTie  meridional,  and  rikene  how  many 
degrees  of  alniikanteras  hen  by-twixe 
thyn  est  orisonte  and  the  degree  of  the 
5  Sonne.  And  tak  ther  thyn  altitude 
meridian  ;  this  is  to  seyne,  the  heyest  of 
the  sonne  as  for  that  day.  So  maystow 
knowe  in  the  same  lyne,  the  heyest 
conrs  that  any  sterre  fix  climbeth  by 
10  night ;  this  is  to  seyn,  that  wlian  any 
sterre  fix  is  passed  the  lyne  meridional, 
than  by-ginneth  it  to  descende,  and  so 
doth  the  sonne.  And  for  the  more 
declaracioun,  lo  here  thy  figure. 

14.  To  Icnoice  the  degree  of  the  sonne  by 
thy  riet,  for  a  maner  curiositee,  <0c. 

Sek  bysily  with  thy  rewle  the  heyest 
of  the  Sonne  in  midde  of  the  day  ;  turne 
thanno  thyn  Astrolabie,  and  with  a 
prikke  of  ink  marke  the  nombre  of  that 

5  same  altitude  in  the  lyne  meridionaL 
Turne  thanne  thy  riot  aboute  til  thou 
fynde  a  degno  of  thy  zodiak  acording 
with  the  prikke,  this  is  to  seyn,  sittinge 
on  the  prikke  ;  and  in  sooth,  thou  shalt 

10  finde  but  two  degrees  in  al  the  zodiak 
of  tliat  comiicioun  ;  and  yit  thilke  two 
degrees  ben  in  diverse  signes ;  than 
Duustow  lightly  by  the  sesoun  of  the  yere 
knowe  the  signe  in  whiche  that  is  the 

15  sonne.  And  lor  the  more  declaracioun, 
lo  here  thy  figure. 


15.  To  knoto  which  day  is  lyk  to  which  day 

as  of  Icngthe,  rfc. 
Loke  whiche  degrees  ben  j--lyke  fer  fro 
the  hevedes  of  ("aneer  and   Capricorn  ; 
and  lok,  whan  the  sonne  is   in  any  of 
thilke  degrees,  than  ben  the  dayes  y-lyke 
of  lengthe.     This  is  to  seyn,  that  as  long  5 
is  that  day  in  that  monthe,  as  was  s^vich 
a  day  in  swich  a  m<mth  ;    ther  varieth 
but  lite.     Also,  yif  thou  take  two  dayes 
naturaly  in  the  yeer  y-lyke  fer  fro  eyther 
pointe  of  the  equinoxial  in  the  opposit  10 
parties,  thfin  as  long  is  the  day  artificial 
of  that  on  day  as  is  the  night  of  that 
othere,  and  the  contrarie.     And  for  the 
more  declaracioun,  lo  here  thy  figure. 
« 

16.  This  chapitre  is  a  maner  declaracioun 

to  conclusiouns  that  fohcen. 
Understond   wel    that    thy   zodiak    is 
departid  in  two  halfe  cercles,  as  fro  the 
heved  of  Capricorne  un-to  the  heved  of 
Cancer  ;  and  agaynward  fro  the  heved  of 
Cancer  iin-to  the   heved   of  Capricorne.  5 
The  heved   of  Capricorne  is  the  lowest 
point,  wher-as  the  sonne  goth  in  winter  ; 
and  the  heved  'of  Cancer  is  the  heyest 
point,  in  whiche  the  sonne  goth  in  somer. 
And  ther-for  understond  wel,  that  any  10 
two  degrees  that  ben  y-l>'ke  ler  fro  any 
of    thise  two   hevedes,    truste   wel  that 
thilke  two  degrees  ben  of  y-lyke  decli- 
natioun,  be  it  southward  or  northward  ; 
and   the    dayes   of  hem    ben   y-lyke   of  15 
lengthe,  and  the  nightos  also  ;  and  the 
shudwes  y-lyke,  and  the  altitudes  y-lyke 
at    midday    for    evere.     And    for    more 
declaracioun,  lo  here  thy  figure. 

17.  To  knowe  the  verrey  degree  of  any 
maner  sterre  stranrige  or  unstraunge  after 
his  longitude,  though  he  he  indeterminat 
in  thyn  Astrolabie  ;  aothly  to  the  troivthe, 
thus  he  shal  be  knowe, 

Tak  the  altitude  of  this  sterre  whan  he 
is  on  the  est  side  of  the  lyne  meridional, 
as  ney  as  thou  mayst  gosse ;  and  tak 
an  assendent  a-non  i-ight  by  som  maner 
sterre  fix  which  that  thou  knowest ;  and  5  * 
for-get  nat  the  altitude  of  the  firste  sterre, 
ne  thyn  assendent.  And  whan  tliat  this 
is  don,  espye  dUigently  whan  this  same 
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firste  sterre  passeth  any-thing  the  soutlx 

10  westward,  ami  hath  hiui  a-noii  right  in 
the  same  nounibre  of  altitude  on  the 
west  side  of  this  Ijme  meridional  as  ho 
was  caught  on  the  est  side  ;  and  tak 
a  newe  assendent  a-non  right  by  som 
15  maner  sterre  fixe  which  that  thou  know- 
eat  ;  and  for-get  nat  this  secounde  as- 
sendent. And  whan  that  this  is  don, 
rikne  thanne  how  nianj-e  degrees  ben 
by-twixe    the    firste   assendent   and   the 

20  seconde  assendent,  and  rikne  wel  the 
middel  degree  by-twenebotheassendentes, 
and  set  thilke  middel  degree  up-on  thin 
est  orisonte ;  and  waite  thanne  what 
degree   that    sit   up-on    the    lyne   meri- 

25  dional,  and  tak  ther  the  verrey  degree 
of  the  ecliptik  in  which  the  sterre  stoud- 
eth  for  the  tyme.  For  in  the  ecliptik 
is  the  longitude  of  a  celestial  body 
rekened,  evene  fro   the   heved  of  Aries 

30  un-to  the  ende  of  Pisces.  And  his  latitude 
ia  rikned  after  the  quantitee  of  his  decli- 
nacion,  north  or  south  to-warde  the 
poles  of  this  world  ;  as  thus.  Yif  it  be 
of  the  Sonne  or  of  any  Jix  sterre,  rekene 

35  his  latitude  or  his  declLnacioun  fro  the 
equinoxial  cercle  ;  and  yif  it  be  of  a 
planete,  rekne  than  the  quantitee  of  hia 
latitude  fro  the  ecliptik  lyne.  Al-be-it 
so  that  fro  the  equinoxial  may  the  decli- 

40  nacion  or  the  latitude  of  any  body  celes- 
tial be  rikned,  after  the  site  north  or 
south,  and  after  the  quantitee  of  his  de- 
clinacion.  And  right  so  may  the  latitude 
or  the  declinacion  of  any  body  celestial, 

45  save  only  of  the  sonne,  after  his  site 
north  or  south,  and  after  the  quantitee 
of  his  declinacioun,  be  rekned  fro  the 
ecliptik  lyne ;  fro  which  lyne  alle  planetes 
som  tyme  declynen  north  or  south,  save 

50  only  the  for-seide  Sonne.  And  for  the 
more  declaracioun,  lo  here  thy  figure. 

18.  To  knowe  the  degrees  of  the  longittides 
of  fixe  sterres  after  that  they  ben  deter- 
minat  in  thin  Adrolabie,  yif  so  he  that 
they  ben  treidy  set. 

Set  the  centre  of  the  sterre  up-on  the 
lyne  meridional,  and  tak  keep  of  thy 
zodiak,  and  loke  what  degree  of  any  signe 


that  sit  on  the  same  lyne  meridional  at 
that  same  tyme,  and  tak  the"  degree  in  5 
which  the  sterre  standcth ;  and  with 
that  same  degree  comth  that  same  sterre 
un-to  that  same  IjTie  fro  the  orisonte. 
And  for  more  declaracioun,  lo  here  thy 
figiire.  10 

19.  To  knowe  with  which  degree  of  the  zodiak 
any  gterre  fixe  in  t h yn  Astrolabie  aryseth 
up-on  the  e.it  uriaonti:,  aUthogh  his  dwell- 
ing be  in  a-nother  signe. 

Set  the  centre  of  the  sterre  up-on  the- 
est  orisonte,  and  loke  what  degree  of  any 
signe  that  sit  up-on  the  same  orisonte  at 
that  same  tyme.  And  understond  wel, 
that  with  that  same  degree  aryseth  tliat  5 
same  sterre;  and  thismcrveyllous  arysing 
with  a  strange  degree  in  another  signe 
is  by-cause  that  the  latitude  of  the  sterre 
fix  is  either  north  or  south  fro  the  equi- 
noxial. But  sothly,  the  latitudes  of  10 
l>lanetes  ben  comunly  rekned  fro  the 
ecliptik,  bi-cause  that  non  of  hem  de- 
clineth  but  fewe  degrees  out  fro  the  bredo 
of  the  zodiak.  And  tak  good  keep  of 
this  chapitre  of  arysing  of  the  celestial  15 
bodies  ;  for  truste  wel,  that  neyther  mone 
ne  sterre  as  in  oure  embelif  orisonte 
aryseth  with  that  same  degree  of  big 
longitude,  save  in  00  cas ;  and  that  is, 
whan  they  have  no  latitude  fro  the  -Jo 
ecliptik  lyne.  But  natheles,  som  tyme 
is  everiche  of  thise  planetes  under  the 
same  13016.  And  for  more  declaracioun, 
lo  here  thy  figure. 

20.  To  knowe  tlie  declinacioun  of  any  degree 
in  the  zodiak  fro  the  equinoxial  cercle,  etc. 

Set  the  degree  of  any  signe  iip-on  the 
lyne  meridional,  and  rikne  his  altitude 
in  almikanteras  fro  the  est  orizonte  tip 
to  the  same  degree  set  in  the  forseide 
lyne,  and  set  thei;  a  prikke.  Turne  up  5 
thanne  thy  riet,  and  set  the  heved  of 
Aries  or  Libra  in  the  same  meridional 
lyne,  and  set  ther  a-nother  prikke.  And 
whan  that  this  is  don,  considere  the 
altitudes  of  hem  bothe ;  for  sothly  the  10 
difference  of  tliiike  altitudes  is  the  decli- 
nacion of  thilke  degree  fro  the  equinoxial. 
And  yif  so  be  that  thilke  degree  be  north- 
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ward   fro   the   equinoxiid,    than    is    his 
15  aeclinacion  north  ;  yif  it  be  southward, 
than   is  it    soutk     And    for    the    more 
declaracioun,  lo  here  thy  fi^re. 

21.  To  knowe  for  what  latitude  in  any 
regitnin  the  almikanteras  of  any  table 
ben  compouncd. 

Rikne  how  manye  degrees  of  ahnikan- 
teras,  in  the  meridional  lyne,  be  fro  the 
cercle  equinoxial  nn-to  the  senith  ;  or 
elles  fro  the  pool  artik  \in-to  the  north 
5  orisonte  ;  and  for  so  gret  a  latitude  or  for 
so  smal  a  latitude  is  the  table  compouned. 
And  for  more  declaracion,  lo  here  thy 
figure. 

22.  To  knowe  in  special  the  latitude  of 
oure  cuuntray,  I  mene  after  the  latitude 
of  Oxenford,  and  the  heights  ofourepol. 
Understond  wel,  that  as  fer  is  the  heved 

of  Aries  or  Libra  in  the  equinoxial  from 

oure  orisonte  as  is  the  senith  from  the  pole 

artik  ;  and  as  hey  is  the  pol  artik  fro  the 

5  orisonte,  as  the  equinoxial  is  fer  fro  the 

senith.     I  prove  it  thus  by  the  latitude 

of  Oxenford.     Understond  wel,  that  the 

heyghte  of  oure  pool  artik  fro  oure  north 

orisonte  is  51   degrees  and  50  minutes  ; 

10  than  is  the  senith  from  oure  pool  artik 

3? degrees  and  10  minutes;  than  is  the 

equinoxial  from  oure   senith  51    degrees 

and    50    minutes ;    than  is   oure    south 

orisonte  from  oure  equinoxial  38  degrees 

15  and    10  minutes.     Understond  wel  this 

rekning.    Also  for-get  nat  that  the  senith 

is  90  degrees  of  heyghte  fro  the  orisonte, 

and  oure  equinoxial  is  90  degrees  from 

oure  pool  artik.     Also  this  shorte  rewle 

20  is  soth,  that  the  Lvtitude  of  any  place  in 

a  regioun  is  the  distance  fro  the  senith 

unto    the    equinoxial.      And    for     more 

declaracioun,  lo  here  tliy  figure. 

23.  To  prove  evidently  the  latitude  of  any 

jilare.  in  a  regioun,  hy  the  2>''eve  of  the 

hnjghte   of  the  pol  artik  in   that   same 

place. 

In  some  winters  night,  whan  the  fir- 
mament isclere  and  thikke-sterred,  waite 
a  tyme  til  tliat  any  stcrre  fix  sit  Ij-no-right 
perpendiculer    over  the   pol   artik,   and 
S  clepe  that  sterre  A,     And  Avaj'te  a-notlier 


sterre  that  sit  lyne-right  imder  A,  and 
under  the  pol,  and  clepe  that  sterre  F. 
And  imdcrstond  wel,  that  F  is  nat  con- 
sidered but  only  to  declare  that  A  sit 
evene  overe  the  pool.     Tak  thanne  a-non  10 
right  the  altitude  of  A  from  the  orisonte, 
and  forget  it  nat.     Lat  A  and  F  go  farwel 
til  agayns  the  dawening  a  gret  whyle  ; 
and  come  thanne  agayn,    and  abyd   til 
that  A  is  evene  under  the  pol  and  imder  15 
F :  for  sothly,  than  wol  F  sitte  over  the 
pool,  and  A  wol  sitte  under  the  pool. 
Tak  than  eft-sones  the  altitude  of  A  from 
the  orisonte,  and  note  as  wel  his  seeounde 
altitude  as  his  firste  altitude  ;  and  whan  20 
that  this  is  don,  rikne  how  manye  degrees 
that   the   firste   altitude   of  A  excedeth 
his  seconde  altitude,  and  tak  half  thilke 
porcioun  that  is  exceded,  and  adde  it  to 
his  seconde  altitude  ;    and  tak  ther  the  25 
elovacioun    of   thy  pool,    and    eke    the 
latitude  of  thy  regioun.     For  thise  two 
ben   of  a   nombre ;    this  is  to   seyn,    as 
many  degrees  as  thy  pool  is  elevat,  so 
michel  is    the  latitude  of  the  regioun.  30 
Ensample   as   thus :     par  aventurc,    the 
altitude  of  A  in  the  evening  is  56  degrees 
of  heyghte.    Than  wol  his  seconde  altitude 
or  the  dawing  be  48  ;  that  is  8  lasse  than 
56,  that  was  his  firste  altitude  at  even.  35 
Take  tlianno  the  half  of  8,  and  adde  it  to 
48,  that  was  his  seconde   altitude,   and 
than  hastow  52.   Now  liastow  the  heyghte 
of  thy  pol,  and  the  latitude  of  the  regioun. 
But  understond  wel,  that  to  prove  this  4<' 
conclusioun  and  many  a-nother  fair  con- 
clusioun,  tliou  most  have  a  plomet  hang- 
ing on  a  lyne   heycr  than   thin   heved 
on    a    perche ;     and    thilke     lyne     mot 
hange  evene  perpendiculer  by-twixe  the  45 
pool  and  thyn  eye  ;  and  thanne  shaltow 
seen  yif  A  sitto  evene  over  the  po(d  and 
over  F  at  evene ;    and  also  yif  F  sitte 
evene  over  the  pool  and  over  A  or  day. 
And   fur  more   declaracion,  lo  here  thy  50 
figure. 

24.  Another  conclusioun  to  prove  the  heyghte 
oftlieiwol  artik  fro  the  orisonte. 

Tak  a«y  sterre  fixe  that  nevere  dis- 
l  sendcth  itnder  the   orisonte    in    thilke 
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regioun,  and  considorc  his  hcycst  .altitude 
and  his  lowest  altitude  fro  the  orisonte  ; 
5  and  make  a  nombre  of  hotho  thise  alti- 
tudes. Tak  thanne  and  abate  half  that 
"nombre,  and  tak  thor  the  f-levjwionn  of 
the  pol  artik  in  that  same  rcgioun.  And 
for  more  declaracioiin,  lo  here  thy  figiire. 

25.  A-noUier  conclusioun  to  jyrove  the 
latitude  of  the  regioun,  dx, 

Understond  wel  that  the  latitude  of 
any  place  in  a  regioun  is  verreyly  the 
space  by-twixo  the  senith  of  hem  that 
dwcllen  there  and  the  equinoxial  cerkle, 
5  north  or  sonthe,  taking  the  mesnre  in 
the  meridional  Ij'nc,  as  sheweth  in  the 
almikanteras  of  thyn  Astrolabie.  And 
thilke  space  is  as  moche  as  the  pool  artik 
is  hey  in  the  same  place  fro  tlie  orisonte. 

lo  And  than  is  the  depressioun  of  the  pol 
antartik,  that  is  to  sejni,  than  is  the  pol 
antartik  by-nethe  the  orisonte,  the  same 
quantite  of  space,  neither  more  ne  lasse. 
Thanne,   yif  thow  desire  to  kn<>we  this 

15  latitude  of  the  regioun,  tak  the  altitude 
of  the  Sonne  in  the  miildcl  of  the  day, 
whan  the  sonne  is  in  the  hevedes  of 
Aries  or  of  Libra ;  (for  thanne  moeveth 
the  Sonne  in  the  lyne  equinoxial) ;  and 

20  abate  the  nombre  of  that  same  sonnes 
altitude  out  of  90,  and  thanne  is  the 
remenaunt  of  the  noumbre  that  leveth 
the  latitude  of  the  regioun.  As  thus  : 
I  suppose  that  the  sonne  is  tliilke  d.ay 

25  at  noon  38  degrees  and  10  minutes  of 
heyghte.  Abate  thanne  thise  degrees  and 
minutes  out  of  90 ;  so  leveth  there  51 
degrees  and  50  minutes,  the  latitude. 
I  scy  nat  this  but  for  ensample  ;  for  wel 

30  I  wot  the  latitude  of  Oxenforde  is  certein 
minutes  lasse,  as  I  mighte  prove.  Now 
yif  so  be  that  thee  semeth  to  long  a  tary- 
inge,  to  abyde  til  that  the  sonne  be  in 
the  hevedes  of  Aries  or  of  Libra,  thanne 

35  waite  whan  the  sonne  is  in  any  other 
degree  of  the  zodiak,  and  considere  the 
«legree  of  his  declinacion  fro  the  equi- 
noxial lyne  ;  and  yif  it  so  be  that  the 
sonnes  declinacion  be  northward  fro  th6 

40  equinoxial,"  abate  thanne  fro  the  sonnes 
altitude  at  noon  the  nombre  of  his  de- 


clinacion, and  tlianne  hastow  the  heyghte 
of  the  hfvodes  of  Aries  and  Libra.  As 
thus :  my  Sonne  is,  par  aventure,  in  the 
•f-firste  degree  of  Lcoun,  f  58  degrees  and  4.? 
10  minutes  of  heyghte  at  noon  and  his 
declinacion  is  almost  -^20  degrees  north- 
ward fro  the  equinoxial ;  abate  thanne 
thilke  fjo  degrees  of  decliniicion  out 
of  the  altitude  at  noon,  than  leveth  thee  50 
38  degrees  and  odde  minutes  ;  lo  ther  the 
hevod  of  Aries  or  Libra,  and  thyn  equi- 
noxial in  that  regioun.  Also  yif  so  be 
that  the  sonnes  declinacioun  be  south- 
ward fro  the  equinoxial,  adde  thanne  55 
thilke  declinacion  to  the  altitude  of  the 
Sonne  at  noon  ;  and  tak  ther  the  hevedes 
of  Aries  and  Libra,  and  thyn  equinoxial. 
Abate  thanne  the  heyghte  of  the  equi- 
noxial out  of  90  degrees,  and  thanne  60 
leveth  there  the  distans  of  the  pole,  51 
degrees  and  50  minutes,  of  that  regioiui 
fro  the  equinoxiiil.  Or  elles,  yif  thee 
lest,  take  the  heyest  altitude  fro  the 
equinoxial  of  any  sterre  fix  that  thou  6s 
knowest,  and  tak  hisnethere  elongacioun 
Icngthing  fro  the  same  equinoxial  lyne, 
and  wirke  in  the  manor  forseid.  And 
for  more  declaracion,  lo  here  thy  figure. 

26.  Declaracioun  of  the  assensioun  of 
aignes,  &c. 

The  excellence  of  the  spere  solide, 
amonges  other  noble  conclusiouns,  shew- 
eth manifesto  the  diverse  assenciouns 
of  signos  in  diverse  places,  as  wel  in  the 
righte  cercle  as  in  the  embelif  cercle.  5 
Thise  auctours  wi-j'ten  that  thilke  signe 
is  clepcd  of  right  ascensioun,  with  which 
more  part  of  the  cercle  equinoxial  and 
lasse  part  of  the  zodiak  ascendeth ;  and 
thilke  signe  assendeth  embelif,  with  ro 
whiche  lasse  part  of  the  equinoxial  and 
more  part  of  the  zodiak  assendeth. 
Ferther-over  they  seyn,  that  in  thilke 
cuntrey  where  as  the  senith  of  hem  that 
dwellen  there  is  in  the  equinoxial  lyne,  15 
and  her  orisonte  passing  by  the  poles 
of  this  worlde,  thilke  folke  han  this  right 
cercle  and  the  right  orisonte  ;  and  evere- 
mo  the  arch  of  the  day  and  the  arch  of  the 
night  is  ther  y-like  long,  and  the  sonne  jo 
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tw>-es  every  yeer  passinge  tliorow  the 
Benith  of  lier  hevetl ;  anil  two  someres 
anil  two  •winteres  in  a  yeer  han  this 
forseide  poeple.     And   the   almikanteras 

25  in  her  Astrolabies  ben  strcighte  ns  a  lyne, 
so  as  sheweth  in  this  fifrnre.  The  ntilite 
to  knowe  the  assenciouns  in  the  righte 
oercle  is  this  :  truste  wel  that  h.y  media- 
cioun  of  thilke  assenciouns  tliise  astro- 

?o  logiens,  by  hir  tables  and  hir  instru- 
nientz,  knowen  verreyly  the  assencioim 
of  every  degree  and  minnt  in  al  the  zodiak, 
as  shal  be  shewed.  And  7tota,  that  this 
forseid    righte    orisonte,   that    is   cleped 

35  orison  rectuvi,  divydeth  the  equinoxial 
in-to  right  angles  ;  and  the  embelif  ori- 
sonte, wher-as  the  p<>l  is  enhaused  \ip-on 
the  orisonte,  overkerveth  the  equinoxial 
in  embelif  angles,  as  sheweth  in  the  figure. 

40  And  for  the  more  declaracioun,  lo  here 
the  figure. 

27.  Tltis  is  tlie  conclusioun  to  knowe  tJie 
assenciouns  of  signes  in  the  right  cercle, 
that  is,  circulus  direct-us,  dx. 

Set  the  heved  of  -what  signe  thee  liste' 
to  knowe  his  assending  in  the  right  cercle 
np-on  the  lyne  meridional ;  and  waite 
vher  thyn  almury  touclieth  the  bordure, 
5  and  set  ther  a  prikke.  Tume  thanne  thy 
riet  westward  til  that  the  ende  of  the 
forscide  signe  sitte  up-on  the  meridional 
lyne ;  and  eft-sones  waite  vher  tliyu 
almury  toucheth   the  bordure,   and   set 

10  ther  another  prikke.  Kikne  thanne  the 
nombre  of  degrees  in  the  bordure  by- 
twixe  Ijothe  prikkes,  and  tak  the  asseu- 
cioun  of  the  signe  in  the  right  cercle. 
And    thus  nifiystow   wyrke   with    every 

15  porcioun  of  thy  zodiak,  &c.  And  for  the 
more  declaracioun,  lo  here  thy  figure. 

28.  To  knowe  the  nssencions  of  signes  in  the 
embelif  cercle  in  every  regiotin,  I  mene, 
in  circulo  oblique. 

Set  the  hevcd  of  the  signe  ■which  as 
thee  list  to  knowe  his  ascensioun  up-on 
the  est  orisonte,  and  -waite  wher  thyn 
•nlmury  toucheth  the  l)ordure,  and  set 
S  ther  a  prikke.  Turne  thanne  thy  riet 
upward  til  that  the  ende   of  the  same 


signe  sitte  up-on  the  est  orisonte,  and 
waite  eft-sones  wher  as  thyn  almury 
toucheth  the  bordure,  and  set  ther 
a-nother  prikke.  Rikne  thanne  the  10 
noumbre  of  degrees  in  the  bordure  by- 
twixe  bothe  prikkes,  and  tak  ther  the 
assencioun  of  the  signe  in  the  embelif 
cercle.  And  understond  wel,  that  alle 
signes  in  thy  zodiak,  fro  the  heved  of  15 
Aries  unto  the  ende  of  Virgo,  ben  cleped 
signes  of  the  north  fro  the  equinoxial  ; 
and  these  signes  arysen  by-twixe  the 
verrey  est  and  the  verrey  north  in  oure 
orisonte  generaly  for  evere.  And  alle  20 
signes  fro  the  heved  of  Libra  un-to  the 
ende  of  Pisces  ben  cleped  signes  of  the 
south  fro  the  equinoxial  ;  and  thise  signes 
arysen  ever-mo  bj--twixe  the  verrey  est 
and  the  verrey  south  in  oure  orisonte.  25 
Also  every  signe  by-twixe  the  heved  of 
Capricorne  un-to  the  ende  of  Geminis 
aryseth  on  oure  orisonte  in  lasse  than  two 
houres  equales  ;  and  thise  same  signes, 
fro  the  heved  of  Capricorne  un-to  the  30 
ende  of  Geminis,  ben  cleped  '  tortuos 
signes  '  or  '  croked  signes,'  for  they  arisen 
embelif  on  oure  orisonte  ;  and  thise  cro- 
kede  signes  ben  obedient  to  the  signes 
that  ben  of  right  assencioun.  The  signes  35 
of  right  assencioun  ben  fro  the  heved  of 
Cancer  to  the  fende  of  Sagittare ;  and 
thise  signes  arysen  more  upright,  and  they 
ben  called  eke  sovereyn  signes ;  and 
everich  of  hera  aryseth  in  more  space  40 
than  in  two  houres.  Of  which  signes, 
Gemini  obeyeth  to  Cancer ;  and  Taurus 
to  Leo ;  Aries  to  Virgo  ;  Pisces  to  Libra  ; 
Aquarius  to  Scorpioun  ;  and  Capricorne 
to  Sagittare.  And  thus  ever-mo  two  45 
signes,  th.at  ben  y-lyke  fer  fro  the  heved 
of  Capricorne,  obej'en  evericli  of  hem  til 
other.  And  for  more  declaracioun,  lo 
here  the  figure. 

29.  To  knowe  justly  the  foure  quarters  of 
the  world,  as  est,  west,  north,  and  sowth. 

Take  the  altitude  of  thy  Sonne  whan 
thee  list,  and  note  wel  the  quarter  of  the 
world  in  which  the  sonno  is  for  the  tyme 
by  the  azimutz.  Tume  thanne  thyn 
Astrolabie,   and  set   the  degree   of   the  5 
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sonno  in  the  almikanteras  of  his  .iltitude, 
on  thilke  siilo  that  the  sonno  stant,  as  is 
the  maucre  in  taking  of  liourcs  ;  and  ley 
thy  hiliel  on  the  degree  of  the  sonne,  and 

10  rikene  how  many  degrees  of  the  bordiire 
ben  by-twixe  the  l.vne  meridional  and  the 
lioint  of  thy  label ;  and  note  wel  that 
noumbre.  Turne  thunne  a-gayn  thyn 
Astrolabie,  and  set  the  point  of  thy  gret 

15  rewle,  ther  thou  takest  thyne  altitudes, 
up-on  as  many  degrees  in  his  bordure  fro 
his  meridional  as  was  the  point  of  thy 
label  fro  the  lyne  meiiiUonal  on  the 
wombesyde.     Tak    thanne    thjni   Astro- 

20  labio  with  bothe  liandes  sadly  and  slely, 
and  lat  the  sonne  shyne  thorow  bothe 
holes  of  thy  rewle  ;  and  sleyly,  in  thilke 
shyninge,  lat  tliyn  Astrolabie  couch  adoun 
evene  up-on  a  smothe  groud,  and  thanne 

as  wol  the  verrey  Ijnie  meridional  of  thyn 
Astrolabie  lye  evene  south,  and  the  est 
lyne  wole  lye  est,  and  the  west  lyne  west, 
and  north  lyne  north,  so  that  thou  werke 
softly  and  avisely  in  the  couching  ;  and 

30  tlius  hastow  the  4  quarters  of  the  firma- 
ment. And  for  the  more  declaracioun, 
lo  here  the  figure. 

30.  To  knowe  the  nltitude  of  planetfs  fro 

the  icey  of  the  sonne,  whether  so  they  be 

north  or  south  fro  the  forseide  wey. 

Lok  whan  tliat  a  planete  is  in  the  lyne 

meridional,  yif  that  hir  altitude  be  of  the 

same  heyghte  that   is  the  degree  of  the 

Sonne  for  that  day,  and  than  is  the  planete 

5  in  the  verrey  wey  of  the  sonne,  and  hath 

no  latitude.     And  yif  the  altitude  of  the 

planete  be  heyere  than  the  degree  of  the 

Sonne,  than  is  the  planete  north  fro  the 

wey  of  the  sonne  swich  a  quautite  of  lati- 

10  tude  as  sheweth  by  th>T\  almikanteras. 

And  yif  the  altitude  of  the  planete  be  lasse 

than  the  degree  of  the  sonno,  tlianne  is 

the  pl.anete  south  fro  the  wey  of  the  sonne 

swich  a  quantite  of  latitude  as  sheweth 

15  by  thyn  almikanteras.     This  is  to  sej-n, 

fro   tlie   wey   wher-as   the   sonne   wente 

thilke  day,  but  nat  from  the  wi>y  of  the 

Sonne  in  every  place  of  the  zodiak.     And 

for  the  more   declaracioun,  lo  here  the 

20  figure. 


31.  To  knoive  the  senith  of  the  arysing  of 
the  Sonne,  thin  is  to  seyn,  the  jxtrtie  of  the 
orisonte  in  which  that  the  sonne  aryseth. 

Thou  most  first  considero  that  the 
Sonne  aryseth  nat  al-wey  verrey  est,  Imt 
some  tyme  by  north  the  est,  and  som 
tyme  by  southe  the  est.  Sothly,  the  sonne 
arj-sotli  never-mo  verrey  est  in  oure  ori-  5 
sonte,  but  he  Ix;  in  the  heved  of  Aries  or 
Libra.  Now  is  thyn  orisonte  departed  in 
24  parties  by  thy  azimutz,  in  significaoion 
of  24  partiez  of  tlie  world  ;  al-be-it  so 
that  shipmen  rikne  thilke  i.artiez  in  7,2.  lo 
Thanne  is  ther  no  more  but  waite  in 
which  azimut  that  thy  sonne  entreth  at 
his  arysing  ;  and  take  ther  the  senith  of 
the  arysing  of  the  sonne.  The  manere  of 
the  devisioim  of  thyn  Astrolabie  is  this  ;  15 
I  mene,  as  in  this  cas.  First  is  it  devided 
in  4  plages  principals  with  the  lyne  that 
goth  from  est  to  west,  and  than  with 
a-nother  lyne  that  goth  fro  soiith  to  north. 
Than  is  it  de^-ided  in  smale  partiez  of  20 
azimutz,  as  est,  and  est  by  southe,  whereas 
isthefirste  azimut  above  the  est  Ij-ne  ;  and 
so  forth,  fro  partie  to  partie,  til  that  thou 
come  agaj-n  un-to  the  est  Ij-ne.  Thus 
maistow  understond  also  the  senith  of  25 
any  sterre,  in  which  jiartie  he  ryseth, 
&c.  And  for  the  more  declaracion,  lo 
here  the  figure. 

32.   To  knon-e  in  which  partie  of  the  firma- 
ment is  the  conjunccioun. 

Considere  the  tyme  of  the  conjnnccion 
by  thy  kalender,  as  thus  ;  lok  how  many 
houres  thilke  conjunccion  is  fro  the  mid- 
day of  the  day  precedent,  as  sheweth  by 
the  canoun  of  thy  kalender.  Rikne  5 
thanne  thilke  nombre  of  houres  in  the 
lx>rduro  of  thyn  Astrolabie,  as  thou  art 
wont  to  do  in  knowing  of  the  houres  of 
the  day  or  of  the  night  ;  and  ley  thy  label 
over  the  degree  of  the  sonne  ;  and  thanne  10 
wol  the  ])oint  of  thy  label  sitte  up-<;)n  the 
hour  of  the  conjunccion.  Loke  thanne  in 
which  azimut  the  degree  of  thy  sonne 
sitteth,  and  in  that  partie  of  the  firma- 
ment is  the  conjunccioun.  And  for  the  15 
more  declaracioun,  lo  here  thy  figure. 
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3;?.   To  knoice  the  senith  of  the  oltitiide  of 
the  Sonne,  ilr. 

This  is  110  more  to  se3ni  l)ut  any  tyme 
of  the  day  tak  the  altitude  of  the  sonne  ; 
and  by  tlie  aziniut  in  which  he  stondeth, 
maystoii  seen  in  which  partie  of  the  fir- 
-  niament  he  is.  And  in  the  same  wyse 
maystou  seen,  by  the  night,  of  any  sterre, 
whether  the  sterre  sitte  est  or  west  or 
north,  or  any  partie  by-twene,  after  the 
name  of  the  azimut  in  which  is  the  sterre. 
10  And  for  the  more  declaracioun,  lo  here 
the  figure. 

34.  To  knoiee  sothly  the  degree  of  the 
lont/Uvde  of  the  vwne,  or  of  any  planete 
that  hath  no  latitude  for  the  tyme  fro  the 
ecliptik  lyne, 

Tak  the  altitude  of  the  mone,  and 
rikne  thj-n  altitude  up  among  thyne  al- 
mikanteras  on  which  sj'de  that  the  mone 
standc ;    and   set   there   a  jirikke.     Tak 

."^  thcnne  anon-right,  upon  the  niones  syde, 
the  altitude  of  any  steiTe  fix  which  that 
thou  knowest,  and  set  his  centre  up-on 
his  altitude  among  thyn  almikanteras 
ther  the  sterre  is  founde.     Waite  tlianne 

10  which  degree  of  the  zodiak  toticheth  the 
prikke  of  the  altitude  of  the  mone,  and 
tak  ther  the  degree  in  which  the  mone 
standeth.  This  conclusioun  is  verrey 
sooth,  yif  the  sterres  in  thyn  Astrolabie 

15  stonden  after  the  trowthe ;  of  comune, 
tretis  of  Astrolabie  ne  make  non  excep- 
cioun  wliether  the  mone  have  latitude,  or 
non  ;  ne  on  whether  syde  of  the  mone  the 
altitude  of  the  sterre  fix  be  taken.     And 

20  nota,  that  yif  the  mone  shewe  himself  bj' 
light  of  day,  than  maystow  wyrke  this 
same  conclusioun  by  the  sonne.  as  wel  as 
by  the  fix  sterre.  And  for  the  more  de- 
claracioun, lo  here  thy  figure. 

35.  TJiis  is  the  tcorkinge  of  the  conclusioun, 
to  knowe  yif  that  any  j^lanete  be  directe 
or  retrograde. 

Tak  the  altitude  of  any  sterre  that  is 

cleped  a  planete,  and  note  it  wel.     And 

tak  e<k  anon  tlie  altitude  of  any  sterre 

fix  tliat  thou  knowest,  and  note  it  wel 

5  also.     Come  thanne  agayn  the  thrid<le  or 
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the  fertile  night  next  folwing  ;  for  thanne 
shaltow  aperceyve  wel  the  moeving  <if 
a  ])lanetc,  whether  so  he  moeve  foi-thward 
or  bakward.  Awaite  wel  thanne  whan 
that  thy  sterre  fix  is  in  the  same  altitude  10 
that  she  was  whan  thou  toke  hir  firsto 
altitude  ;  and  tak  than  eftsones  the  alti- 
tude of  the  forseide  jdanete,  and  note  it 
wel.  For  trust  wel,  yif  so  be  that  the 
planete  be  on  the  right  syde  of  the  meri-  15 
dional  lyne,  so  that  his  seconde  altitude 
be  lasse  than  his  firste  altitude  was, 
thanne  is  the  planete  directe.  And  yif 
he  be  on  the  west  syde  in  that  condicion, 
thanne  is  he  rctrograd.  And  yif  so  be  20  ^ 
that  this  planete  be  up-on  the  est  syde 
whan  his  altitude  is  taken,  so  that  his 
secounde  altitude  be  more  than  his  firste 
altitude,  thanne  is  he  retrograde,  and  yif 
he  be  on  the  west  syde,  than  is  he  directe.  25 
But  the  contrarie  of  thisc  parties  is  of  the 
cours  of  the  mone  ;  for  sothly,  the  lU"  me 
moeveth  the  contrarie  from  othere  plan- 
etes  as  in  hir  episicle,  but  in  non  other 
manere.  And  for  the  more  declaracioun,  ,SO 
lo  here  thy  figure. 

36.   The  conrlu.uounii  of  equacioims  of 
houses,  after  the  Astrolabie,  <(c. 

Set  the  by-ginning  of  the  degree  that 
assendeth  up-on  the  ende  of  the  8  lionre 
inequal ;  thanne  wol  the  by-ginning  of 
the  2  hous  sitte  ttp-on  the  lyne  of  mid- 
night. Remeve  thanne  the  degree  that 
assendeth.  and  set  him  on  the  ende  of  tlie 
10  hour  inequal ;  and  thanne  wol  the 
byginning  of  the  3  hous  sitte  up-on  the 
midnight  lyne.  Bring  up  agayn  the  same 
degree  that  assendeth  first,  ami  set  him  10 
up-on  the  orisonte ;  and  thanne  wol  the 
I  beginning  of  the  4  hous  sitte  tip-on  the 
i  lyne  of  midnight.  Tak  thanne  the  nadir 
!  of  the  degree  that  first  assendeth,  and 
set  him  on  the  ende  of  the  2  hourc  15 
inequal ;  and  thanne  wol  the  beginning 
of  the  5  hous  sitte  up-on  the  Ij^e  of  mid-  ' 
night ;  set  thanne  the  nadir  of  the  assen- 
dent  on  the  ende  of  the  4  houre,  than  moI 
the  beginning  of  the  6  house  sitte  on  the  20 
midniglit  lyne.  The  beginning  of  the 
7  hous  is  nadir  of  the  assendent,  and 
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the  boginniiig  of  the  8  hous  is  nadir  of 
the  2  ;  and  the  beginning  of  the  9  hous  is 

25  nadir  of  the  3  ;  and  the  beginning  of  the 
10  hous  is  the  nadir  of  the  4  ;  and  the  be- 
ginning of  the  II  hous  is  jiadir  of  tlie  5  ; 
and  the  beginning  of  the  12  hous  is  nadir 
of  the  6.     And  for  the  more  declaracion, 

30  lo  liore  the  figure. 

37.  A-notlier  manere  of  equaciotins  of 
houses  by  the  Aatrolabie. 

Tali  thyn  assendent,  and  thanne  hastow 
thy  4  angles  ;  for  wel  thou  wost  that  the 
opposit  of  thyn  assendent,  that  is  to  seyn, 
thj-  l>eginning  of  the  7  hous,  sit  up-on  the 
5  west  orizonte  ;  and  the  beginning  of  the 
lo  hous  sit  up-on  the  Ij'ne  meridional ; 
and  his  opposit  up-on  the  Ijtic  of  mid- 
night, Thanne  ley  thy  label  over  the 
degree  that  assendcth,  and  rekne  fro  the 
10  point  of  thy  label  alle  the  degi-ees  in  the 
bordure,  til  thou  come  to  the  meridional 
lyne  ;  and  departe  alle  thilke  degrees  in 

3  evene  parties,  and  take  the  evene 
equacion   of  3  ;    for   ley  thy  Libel  over 

15  everich  of  3  parties,  and  than  maistow 
see  by  thy  label  in  which  degree  of  the 
zodiak  [is]  the  beginning  of  everich  of 
tliise  same  houses  fro  the  assendent  : 
that    is   to   seyn,   the   beginning   of  the 

20  1 2  liouse  next  above  thyn  assendent ;  and 
thanne  the  beginning  of  the  1 1  hoiise  ; 
and  thanne  the  10,  up-on  the  meridional 
l.\-ue ;  as  I  first  seide.  The  same  wyse 
wirke  thou  fro  the  assendent  doun  to  the 

25  lyne  of  midnight  ;  and  thanne  thus 
hastow  other  3  hoiises,  that  is  to  seyn, 
the  beginning  of  the  2,  and  the  3,  and  the 

4  hoiises ;  tlianne  is  the  nadir  of  thise 
3  houses  the  beginning  of  the  3  houses 

30  that  folwen.  And  for  the  more  declara- 
cioun,  lo  here  thy  figure. 

38,  To  finde  the  lyne  inerydional  to  dicelle 
fix  in  any  ccrtein  place. 

Tak  a  rond  plate  of  metal ;  for  warping, 
the  brodere  the  bettre  ;  and  make  ther- 
upon  a  just  compas,  a  lite  with-in  the 
bordure  ;  and  ley  this  ronde  plate  up-on 
5  an  evene  grond,  or  on  an  evene  ston,  or 
ou  an  evene  stok  fix  in  the  gpronde  ;  and 


le>-  it  even  by  a  level.     And  in  centre  of 
the  compas  stike  an  evene  pin  or  a  wyr 
upright ;   the  smallere  the  betere.      Set 
thy  pin  by  a  plom-rewie  evene  upright ;  10 
and  let   this    pin    be    no    lengere    than 
a  quarter  of  the  diametre  of  thy  compas, 
fro  the  centre.     And  waite  bisily  aboute 
10  or  n  of  the  clokke  ;    and  whan  the 
Sonne  shyneth,  whan  the  shadwe  of  the  15 
pin  entreth  auy-thing  with-in  the  cercle 
of  thy  plate  an  heer-mele,  and  mark  ther 
a  prikke  with  inke.     Abyde  thanne  stille 
waiting  on  the  Sonne  after  i  of  the  clokke, 
til  that  the  schadwe  of  the  wyr  or  of  the  20 
pin  passe  ony-thing  out  of  the  cercle  of 
the  compas,  be  it  never  so  lyte  ;  and  set 
ther  a-nother  prikke  of  inke.     Take  than 
a  compas,  and  mesure  evene  the  middel 
by-twL\e  bothe  prikkes  ;    and  set  ther  a  25 
prikke.     Take  thanne  a  rewle,  and  draw 
a  stryke,  evene  a-lyne  fro  the  pin  un-to 
the  middel  prikke  ;  and  tak  ther  thj-  lyne 
meridional  for  evere-mo,  as  in  that  same 
place.     And  yif  thow  drawe  a  cros-lyne  30 
over-thwart  tlie  compas,  justly  over  tlie 
Ij'ne   meridional,   than   hastow   est    and 
west  and  south  ;   and,  i>a.T  consequence, 
than  the  nadir  of  the  south  IjTie  is  the 
north  IjTie.     And  for  more  declaracioun,  35 
lo  here  thy  figure. 

39.  Descripcion  of  the  meridional  lyne.,  of 
longitudes,  anrf  latitudes  of  cUees  and 
townes  from  on  to  a-nother  of  clymat:. 

This  IjTie  meridional  is  but  a  maner 
descripcion  of  lyne  imagined,  that  passeth 
upon  the  poles  of  this  world  and  by  the 
senith  of  oure  heved.  And  hit  is  y-cleped 
the  lyne  meridional ;  for  in  what  place  5 
that  any  maner  man  is  at  any  tyme  of 
the  yeer,  whan  that  the  sonne  by  moeving 
of  the  firmament  cometh  to  his  verrey 
meridian  jilace,  than  ishit  verrej-  midday, 
that  we  clepen  oure  noon,  as  to  thilke  10 
man  ;  and  therfore  is  it  cleped  the  lyne 
of  midday.  And  nota,  for  evermo,  of 
2  citees  or  of  2  tonnes,  of  whiche  that  o 
toun  aprocheth  more  toward  the  est  than 
d..th,  that  other  toun,  tniste  wel  that  15 
tliilke  tounes  hau  diverse  meridians. 
Xota  also,  that  the  arch  of  the  equinoxial, 
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that  is  conteyneil  or  Ixivinded  by-twixe  the 
2  meridians,   is  clepecl  the  longitude  of 

20  the  toun.  And  yif  so  be  that  two  tounes 
have  y-lyke  meridian,  or  oon  meridian, 
than  is  the  distance  of  hem  bothe  y-lyke 
fer  fro  the  est ;  and  the  contrarie.  And 
in   this   manere  they    chauuge   nat    her 

25  meridian,  but  sothly  they  chaungen  her 
almikanteras  ;  for  the  enhausing  of  tlie 
pool  and  the  distance  of  the  sonne.  The 
longitude  of  a  clymat  is  a  IjTie  imagined 
fro  est  to  west,  y-lyke  distant  by-twene 

30  them  alle.  The  latitude  of  a  clymat  is  a 
lyne  imagined  from  north  to  so\ith  the 
space  of  the  ertlie,  fro  the  byginning  of 
the  firsto  clymat  unto  the  verrey  ende  of 
the  same   elimat,   e%'ene   directe  agayns 

35  the  pole  artik.  Thus  seyn  some  auctovirs; 
and  somme  of  hem  seyn  that  yif  men 
clepen  the  latitude,  thay  mene  the  arch 
meridian  that  is  contiened  or  intercept 
by-twixe  the  senith  and  the  eqiunoxial. 

40  Thanne  sey  they  that  the  distaunce  fro 
the  equinoxial  xmto  tlie  ende  of  a  clymat, 
evene  agayns  the  pole  artyk,  is  the  lati- 
tude of  a  clymat  for  sothe.  And  for 
more  declaracioun,  lo  here  thy  figure. 

40.  To  knoioe  with  ivhich  deijree  of  the 
zodiak  that  any  plaiiete  asscndith  on  the 
orisonte,  whether  so  that  his  latitude  be 
north  or  south. 

Knowe  by  thyn  almenak  the  degree  of 
the  ecliptik  of  any  signc  in  which  that 
the  iilanete  is  rckned  for  to  be,  and  that 
is  cleped  the  degree  of  his  longitude ;  and 

5  knowe  also  the  degi'ee  of  his  latitude  fro 
the  ecliptik,  north  or  south.  And  by 
thise  samples  folwinge  in  special,  may- 
stow  wirke  -|-  for  sothe  in  every  signe  of 
the  zodiak.     The  degree  of  the  longitude, 

10  par  aventure,  of  Venus  or  of  another 
planete,  Avas  6  of  Capricorne,  and  the 
latitude  of  liim  was  northward  2  degrees 
fro  the  ecliptik  lync.  I  tok  a  subtil  com- 
pos, and  cleped  that  oon  poynt  of  my 

15  compas  A,  and  that  other  poynt  F.  Than 
tok  I  the  point  of  A,  and  set  it  in  the 
ecliptik  lyne  evene  in  my  zodiak,  in  the 
degree  of  the  longitude  of  Venus,  that  is 
to  seyn,  in  the  0  degree  of  Capricorne ; 


and  thanne  sette  I  the  point  of  P  tipward  20 
in  the  same  signe,  bycatise  that  the  lati- 
tude was  north,  tip-on   the  latitude   pf 
Venus,  that  is  to  seyn,  in  the  6  degree  fro 
the  hoved  of  Capricorne  ;  and  thus  have 
I   2    degrees    by-tvvbce  my   two   prikkes.  25 
Than  leide  I  doun   softely  my  compas, 
and   sette  the   degree   of  the  longitude 
up-on  the  orisonte  ;  tho  tok  I  and  wexede 
my  label  in  maner  of  a  peyi'e  tables  to 
resceyve   distinctly   the   prikkes    of  my  30 
compas.     llio  tok  I  this  forseide  label, 
and  leide  it  fix  over  the  degree  of  my 
longitude  ;  tho  tok  I  up  my  compas,  and 
sette  the  point  of  A  in  the  wex  on  my 
label,  as  evene  as  I  coude  gesse  over  the  35 
ecliptik  lyne,  in  the  ende  of  tlie  longi- 
tude ;   and  sette  the  point  of  F  endlang 
in  my  label  up-on  tlxe  space  of  the  lati- 
tude, inwarde  and  over  the  zodiak,  that 
is  to  seyn,  north-ward  fro  the  ecliptik.  40 
Than  leide  I  doun  my  compas,  and  lokede 
wel  in  the  wey  upon  tho  prikke  of  A  and 
of  F  ;   tho  turned  I  my  riet  til  that  the 
prikke  of  F  sat  up-on  the  orisonte  ;  than 
saw  I  wel  that  the  body  of  Venus,  in  hir  45 
latititde     of    2    degrees    septentrionalis, 
.assended,  in  the   ende  of  the  6  degree, 
in  the  heved  of  Capricorne.      And  twta, 
that  in  the  same  maner  maistow  wirke 
with   any  latitude  septentrional  in  alle  50 
signes  :  but  sothly  the  latitude  moriilional 
of  a  planete  in   Capricorne  may  not  be 
take,  by-caitse  of  the  litel  space  by-twixe 
the  ecliptik  and  the  bordure  of  the  Astro- 
labie  ;   but  sothly,  in  alle  other  signes  it  55 
may. 

Also  the  degree,  par  aventui-e,  of  Jtipi- 
ter  or  of  a-nother  planete,  was  in  the 
first  degree  of  Pisces  in  longitude,  and 
his  latitude  was  3  degrees  meridional ;  60 
tho  tok  I  the  point  of  A,  and  sette  it  in 
the  firste  degree  of  Pisces  on  the  ecliptik, 
and  thanne  sette  I  the  point  of  F  doun- 
ward  in  the  same  signe,  by-cause  that  the 
latitude  was  sotith  3  degrees,  that  is  to  65 
seyn,  fro  the  heved  of  Pisces  ;  and  thus 
have  I  3  degrees  by-twixe  lK)the  prikkes ; 
thaiino  sette  I  the  degree  of  the  longitude 
up-on  the  orisonte.  Tho  tok  I  my  la>>el, 
and  v/jide  it  fix  upon  the  degree  of  the  70 
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longitude ;  tho  sette  I  the  point  of  A  on 
my  label,  evene  over  the  ecliptik  l.vme,  in 
tho  ende  evene  of  the  degree  of  tho  longi- 
tude, and  sette  the  point  of  F  endliuig  in 

75  my  label  the  space  fof  3  degrees  of  the 
latitude  fro  the  zodiak,  this  is  to  seyn, 
southwanl  fro  the  ecliptik,  toward  the 
bordure ;  and  turned  my  riet  til  the 
prikke    of    F    sat    up-on   the    orisonte  ; 

So  thanne  saw  I  wel  that  tho  body  of 
Jupiter,  in  his  latitude  of  ^  degrees 
meridional,  ascended  with  14  degrees  of 
Pisces  in  horoscopo.  And  iu  this  manor 
maistow  wirke  with  any  latitude  meri- 

85  dional,  as  I  first  seide,  save  in  Capricorne. 
And  yif  thou  wolt  ploye  this  craft  with 


the  arysing  of  the  mone,  loke  than  rekne 
wel  hir  cours  houre  by  hoixrc  ;  for  she  ne 
dwelleth  nat  in  a  degree  of  hir  longitude 
but  a  litel  whylc,  as  thou  wel  knowest ;  9^ 
but  natheles,  yif  thou  rekne  hir  verreye 
moeving  by  thy  tables  houre  after  houre, 
■f-thou  shalt  do  wel  y-now. 

Explicit  tractatus  de  Conrhisionibus  Astro- 
labii,  compiltitus  per  Gal/ridum  Chau- 
ciera  ad  Filium  auuni  Lodewicum, 
acolarem  tunc  temporis  Qj-onie,  ac  sub 
tiitela  illius  9wbilis»i7ni  philosophi  Jla- 
gi«tri  N.  Strode,  etc. 
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SUPPLEMENTAKY  PROPOSITIONS. 


41.  Umbra  Recta. 

Yif  it  so  be  that  thou  wilt  werke  by 
nmbra  recta,  and  thou  may  come  to  the 
has  of  the  toure,  iu  this  maner  thou 
schalt  werke.  Tak  the  altitude  of  the 
5  tour  by  bothe  holes,  so  that  thy  rewle 
ligge  even  in  a  poynt.  Ensample  as 
thus  :  I  see  him  thorw  at  the  pojTit  of  4  ; 
than  mete  I  the  space  be-tween  me  and 
tho   tour,  and  I   finde  it  20  feet  ;    than 

10  be-holde  I  how  4  is  to  12,  right  so  is  the 
space  betwixe  thee  and  the  tour  to  the 
altitude  of  the  tour.  For  4  is  the  thridde 
part  of  12,  so  is  the  space  be-tween  thee 
and   the   tour   the   thridde   part   of  the 

15  altitude  of  the  tour  ;  than  thryes  20  feet 
is  the  heyghte  of  the  tour,  with  adding  of 
thyn  owne  persone  to  thyn  eye.  And 
this  rewle  is  so  general  in  tiinbra  recta, 
fro  the  poynt  of  oon  to  12.     And  yif  thy 

ao  rewle  falle  upon  5,  than  is  5  12-partyes  of 
the  heyght  the  space  be-tween  thee  and 
the  toure ;  with  adding  of  thj'n  owne 
heyght. 

42.  Umbra  V'ersa. 

Another  maner  of  werkinge,  by  vmbra 
versa^     Yif  so  be  that  thou  may  nat  come 


to  the  has  of  the  tour,  I  see  him  thorw 
the  nombre  of  i  ;  I  sette  ther  a  prikke  at 
my  foto  ;  than  go  I  neer  to  the  tour,  and  5 
I  see  him  thorw  at  the  iioynt  of  2,  and 
there  I  sette  a-nother  prikke  j  and  I 
beholde  how  1  hath  him  to  12,  and  ther 
finde  I  that  it  hath  him  twelfe  sythes ; 
than  beholde  I  how  2  hath  him  to  12,  and  10 
thou  shalt  finde  it  sexe  sythes;  than  thou 
shalt  finde  that  as  12  above  6  is  the 
numhre  of  6,  right  so  is  the  space 
between  thy  two  prikkes  the  space  ofi  6 
t3Tnes  thjTi  altitude.  And  note,  that  at  15 
the  ferste  altitude  of  i,  thou  settest  a 
prikke  ;  and  afterward,  whan  thou  seest 
him  at  2,  ther  thou  settest  an-other 
prikke  ;  than  thou  findest  between  two 
prikkys  60  feet ;  than  thou  shalt  finde  20 
that  10  is  the  6-party  of  60.  And  then  is 
10  feet  the  altitude  of  the  tour.  For 
other  i^oyntis,  yif  it  fiUe  in  umbra  versa, 
as  thus  :  I  sette  caas  it  fill  upon  f  2,  and 
at  the  secunde  upon  -f}  ;  than  schalt  thou  25 
finde  that  2  is  6  partyes  of  12  ;  and  3  is  4 
partyes  of  12 ;  than  passeth  6  4,  by 
nombre  of  2  ;  so  is  the  space  between  two 
prikkes  twyes  the  heyghte  of  the  tour. 
And  yif  the  differens  were  thryes,  than  30 
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sliulde  it  be  three  tymes  ;  ami  thus  inayst 
thou  werke  fro  2  to  u  ;  and  yif  it  he  4,  4 
tymes ;  or  5,  5  tyiues  ;  et  sic  de  ceteris. 

43.   Umbra  Becta. 

An-other  maner  of -wyrking  be  innbra 

recta.  Yif  it  so  be  that  thou  niayst  nat 
come  to  the  baas  of  the  tour,  in  this 
nianer  thon  schalt  werke.  Sette  thj'  rewle 

5  upon  I  till  thou  see  the  altitude,  and 
settc  at  thy  foot  a  prikke.  Than  sette 
thy  rewle  upon  2,  and  beholde  what  is 
the  differense  be-tween  i  and  2,  and  thon 
shalt  finde  that  it  is  i.     Than  mete  the 

10  space  be-tween  two  prikkes,  and  that  is 
the  12  partie  of  the  altitude  of  the  tour. 
And  yif  ther  were  2,  it  were  the  6  partye  ; 
and  yif  ther  were  3,  the  4  partye ;  et  sic 
deinceps.     And  note,  yif  it  were  5,  it  were 

15  the  5  party  of  12  ;  and  7,  7  party  of  12  ; 
and  note,  at  the  altitude  of  thy  conclu- 
sioun,  adde  the  stature  of  thyn  heyghte 
to  thyn  eye. 


44.  Another  vianer  conrhision,  to  hnoire  the 
mene  mote  and  the  argiimentis  of  any 
planete.  To  know  the  mene  mote  and 
the  argiimentis  of  every  planete  fro  yere 
to  yere,  from  day  to  day,  from  houre 
to  houre,  and  from  smale  fraccionis 
infinite. 

In  this  manor  shalt  thou  worche  : 
consider  thy  rote  first,  the  whiche  is 
made  the  Ijeginning  of  the  tables  fro  the 
yere  of  oure  lord  1397,  and  entere  hit  in-to 

5  thy  slate  for  the  laste  mcridie  of  Decem- 
ber ;  and  than  consider  the  yere  of  oui"e 
lord,  what  is  the  date,  and  be-hold 
whether  thy  date  be  more  or  lasse  than 
the  yere  1397.     And  yf  hit  so  be  that  hit 

10  be  more,  loke  how  manj'  yeres  hit  passeth, 
and  with  so  many  entere  into  thy  tables 
in  the  first  lyno  ther-ius  is  writen  anni 
collecti  et  erpansi.  And  loke  where  the 
same  planet  is  writen  in  the  liede  of  thy 

15  table,  and  than  loke  what  thou  findest  in 
directe  of  the  same  yere  of  oure  lord 
whiche  is  passid,  be  hit  8,  or  y,  or  10,  or 


what  uombre  that  evere  it  be,  til  the 
tyme  that  thou  come  to  20,  or  40,  or  60. 
And  that  thou  findest  in  directe  fwryte  2i.-> 
in  thy  slate  under  thy  rote,  and  adde  hit 
to-geder,  and  that  is  thy  mene  mote,  for 
the  laste  nieridian  of  the  December,  for 
the  same  yere  wliiche  that  thou  hast 
purposed.  And  if  hit  so  be  that  hit  passe  25 
20,  consider  -wel  that  fro  i  to  20  ben  anni 
expa  nsi,  and  fro  20  to  3000  ben  anni  collecti  ; 
and  if  thy  nombere  passe  20,  than  take 
that  tlioiT  findest  in  directe  of  20,  and  if 
hit  be  more,  as  6  or  18,  than  take  that  31) 
thovi  findest  in  directe  there-of,  that  is  to 
sayen,  signes,  degrees,  minutes,  and  se- 
coundes,  and  adde  to-gedere  un-to  thy 
rote  ;  and  thus  to  make  rotes.  And  note, 
that  if  hit  so  be  that  the  yere  of  oure  lord  35 
be  flasse  than  the  rote,  which  is  the  yere 
of  oure  lord  1397,  than  shalt  thou  wryte 
in  the  same  wyse  furst  thy  rote  in  thy 
slate,  and  after  entere  in-to  thy  table  in 
the  same  yere  that  be  lasse,  as  I  taught  40 
be-fore ;  and  than  consider  how  many 
signes,  degrees,  minutes,  and  secoundes 
thyn  entringe  contejoieth.  And  so  be 
that  ther  be  2  entrees,  than  adde  hem 
togeder,  and  after  -with-drawe  hem  from  45 
the  rote,  the  yere  of  oure  lord  1397;  and 
the  residue  that  leveth  is  thy  mene  mote 
fro  the  laste  meridie  of  December,  the 
whiche  thou  hast  pui-posed  ;  and  if  hit  so 
be  that  thou  wolt  weten  thy  mene  mote  50 
for  any  day,  or  for  any  fraccioun  of  day, 
in  this  maner  thou  shalt  worche.  Make 
thy  rote  fro  the  laste  day  of  Decembere  in 
the  maner  as  I  have  taiight,  and  after- 
ward behold  how  many  monethes,  dayes,  55 
and  houres  ben  passid  from  the  meridie 
of  Decembere,  and  witli  that  entere  with 
tho  Liste  moneth  that  is  ful  passed,  and 
take  that  thou  fintlest  in  directe  of  him, 
and  wryte  hit  in  thy  slate ;  and  entere  60 
with  as  mony  dayes  as  be  more,  and  ■wrj^e 
that  thou  findest  in  directe  of  the  same 
planete  that  thou  worchost  for  ;  and  in 
the  same  wj-se  in  the  table  of  houres,  for 
houres  that  ben  jsassed,  and  adde  alle  <,5 
those  to  tli.\-  rote  ;  and  the  residue  is  the 
mene  mote  for  the  same  day  and  the 
same  houre. 
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io.    Another  manere  to  knoiv'i  the  iimne 
mute. 

Whan  thou  wult  lualto  the  mcue  mote 
of  eny  plaiiete  to  be  by  Arsechieles  tables, 
take  tliy  rote,  tlio  whiche  is  lor  tJic  yere 
of  ouro  lord  131)7  ;  and  if  so  be  tliiit  thy 
5  yeio  be  pussid  tlie  date,  wryte  that  date, 
and  than  w-ryte  tlie  nonibero  of  tlie  yeres. 
Than  with-drawe  tlie  yeres  out  of  the 
yeres  that  ben  passed  that  rote.  Eu- 
sanipul  as  thus  :    the  yere  of  ouic  lord 

10  1400,  fl  wolde  witeii,  precise,  my  I'ote  ; 
than  wroot  I  fiirst  1400.  And  under  that 
nombere  I  wrote  a  1397  ;  than  withdrow 
I  the  laste  nombere  out  of  that,  and  than 
fond   I  tlie  resiihie  was  3  j'cre  ;   I  wiste 

15  that  3  yere  was  passed  fro  the  rote,  the 
whiche  was  writen  in  my  tables.  Than 
after-ward  soghte  I  in  my  tables  the  annia 
collectis  et  ejcpaiisis,  and  aniongc  myn 
expanse  yeres  fond  I  3  yeer.     Than  tok 

ao  I  alio  the  signes,  degrees,  and  minutes, 
that  I  fond  directe  under  the  same 
planete  that  I  wroghte  for,  and  wroot  so 
many  signes,  degrees,  and  minutes  in  my 
slate,  and  after-ward  added  I  to  signes, 

25  degrees,  minutes,  and  secoundcs,  the 
whiche  I  fond  in  my  rote  the  yere  of  oure 
lord  1397 ;  and  kepte  the  residue ;  and 
than  had  I  the  mene  mote  for  the  laste 
day  of  Decembere.     And  if  tliou  woldest 

30  wete  the  mene  mote  of  any  planete  in 
March,  Aprile,  or  May,  other  in  any  other 
tyme  or  moneth  of  the  yere,  loke  how 
many  monethcs  and  dayes  ben  passed 
from  the  laste  day  of  Decembere,  tlie  yore 

35  of  oure  lord  1400 ;  and  so  with  monethes 
and  dayes  entere  in-to  thy  table  ther 
thou  findest  thy  mene  mote  y-writen  in 
monethes  and  divj'es,  and  take  alle  the 
signes,  degrees,  minutes,  and  secoundcs 

\o  that  thou  findest  y-write  in  directe  of  thy 
monethes,  and  adde  to  signes,  degrees, 
minutes,  and  seooundes  that  tliou  findest 
with  thy  rote  the  yere  of  oure  lord  1400, 
and  the  residue  that  leveth  is  the  mene 

^5  mote  for  that  same  day.  And  note,  if  hit 
so  be  that  thou  woldest  wete  the  mene 
mote  in  any  yore  that  is  lasse  tluui  thy 


rote,  with-drawc  the  nombere  of  so  many 
yeres  its  liit  is  lasso  than  the  yere  of  lAuc 
lord  a  1397,  and  kepe  the  residue  ;  and  S(*  50 
many  yeres,  monetlies,  anil  dayes  entere 
in-to  tliy  tabelis  of  thy  mene  mote.  And 
take  alle  the  signes,  degrees,  and  minutes, 
and  secoundcs,  tliat  thou  findest  iu 
ilirccto  of  alio  the  yeres,  monethes,  and  55 
dayes,  and  wrj-te  hem  in  thy  slate ;  and 
above  thillie  nombere  wryte  the  signesi, 
degrees,  minutes,  and  secoundcs,  the 
wliiche  thou  iindest  witli  thy  rote  the 
yere  of  "oure  lord  a  1397  ;  and  with-drawe  60 
alle  the  netliere  signes  and  degrees  fro 
the  signes  and  degrees,  minutes,  and 
secoundcs  of  other  signes  with  tli3'  rote  ; 
iind  thy  residue  that  leveth  is  thy  mene 
mote  for  that  day.  6^ 

i6.  For  to  knoice  at  what  houre  of  the  day, 
or  of  the  iiiyht,  shal  bejlode  or  ebbe  '. 

Firgt  wite  thou  certeinly,  how  that 
haven  stoudeth,  that  thou  list  to  werke 
for ;  that  is  to  say  in  whiche  place  of  the 
firmament  the  mone  being,  maketh  fulle 
see.  Than  awayte  thou  redily  in  what  5 
degree  of  the  zodiak  that  the  mone  at 
that  tyme  is  inne.  Bringe  furth  than 
the  labelle,  and  set  the  point  therof  in 
that  same  cost  that  the  mone  maketh 
flode,  and  set  thou  there  the  degree  of  10 
the  mone  according  with  the  egge  of  the 
label.  Than  afterward  awayte  where  is 
than  the  degree  of  the  sonue,  at  that 
tyme.  Kemeve  thou  than  the  label  fro 
the  mone,  and  bringe  and  sette  it  justly  15 
upon  the  degree  of  the  sonne.  And  the 
point  of  the  label  shal  than  declare  to 
tliee,  at  what  houre  of  the  day  or  of  the 
night  shal  be  flode.  And  there  also 
maist  thoit  wite  by  the  same  point  of  the  jo 
label,  whether  it  be,  at  that  same  tyme, 
flode  or  ebbe,  or  half  flode,  or  quarter 
flode,  or  ebbe,  or  half  or  quarter  ebbe  ;  or 
ellis  at  what  houre  it  wa3  last,  or  shal 
be  next  by  night  or  bj-  day,  thou  than  .'5 
shalt  esely  knowe,  &c.  Furthermore,  if 
it  so  be  that  thou  happe  to  worke  for  this 
matere  aboute  the  tyme  of  the  coujunc- 
cioun,   bringe   furthe  the  degree  of  the 
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xuone  with  the  labelle  to  that  coste  as  it 
is  before  soyd.  But  than  thoii  shalt 
iindtTstoudo  that  thou  may  uot  liringe 
furthe  the  label  fro  the  degree  of  the 
iiione  as  thou  dide  before  ;   I'or-why  tho 

;J5  Sonne  is  than  in  the  same  degree  vith 
tho  nione.  And  so  thou  may  at  that 
tjTUC  by  the  ix)int  of  the  labelle  un- 
Tt-meved  knowe  the  houre  of  the  flode  or 
of  the  cbbe,  as  it  is  before  seyd,  &c.    And 

41)  evermore  as  thou  findest  the  mone  passe 


fro  the  Sonne,  so  remeve  thou  the  labelle 
than  fro  the  degree  of  the  mono,  and 
bringe  it  to  the  degree  of  the  Sonne. 
And  worke  thou  than  as  thou  dide  before, 
&c.  Or  elles  knowe  thou  wliat  houre  it  45 
is  that  thou  art  inne,  by  thyn  instru- 
ment. Than  bringo  thou  furth  fro 
thennes  the  labelle  and  ley  it  upon  the 
degree  of  the  mone,  and  therby  may 
thou  wite  also  whan  it  was  flode,  or  whan  50 
it  wol  be  next,  be  it  night  or  day ;  &c. 
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THE   CANTERBURY  TALES. 


GROUP  A.     THE  PKOLOGUE. 


Here  biginneth  the  Book  of  the  Tales  of  Caunterbury. 


Whax  that  Aprille  with  his  shoures  sote 
The  droghte  of  Marche  hath  perced  to 

the  rote, 
And  batlied  every  veyne  in  swich  licour. 
Of  which  vertu  engendred  is  the  flonr  : 
"Wlian  Zephirus  eek  with  his  swete  breeth  5 
Inspired  hath  in  every  holt  and  heeth 
The  teudrc  croppes,  and  the  yonge  sonne 
Hath  in  the  Bam  his  halfe  coiirs  y-i'ouue. 
And  sniale  fowles  maken  melodye, 
That  slepen  al  the  night  with  open  ye,  10 
(So  priketh  hem  nature  in  hir  corages) : 
Than  longeu  folk  to  goon  on  pilgrimages 
(And    palmers    for    to    seken    straunge 

strondes' 
To  ferne  halwes,  couthc  in  sondry  londes ; 
And  speciallj-,  from  every  shires  ende    15 
Of  Engelond,  to  Caiuiterbury  they  wende, 
The  holy  blisfnl  martir  for  to  seke, 
That  hem  hath  liolpeu,  whau  that  they 

were  seke. 
Bifel  that,  in  that  seson  on  a  day, 
In  Southwerk  at  the  Tabard  as  I  lay      20 
Ketly  to  wenden  on  my  pilgrimage 
To  Caunterbury  with  ful  devout  corage. 
At  night  was  come  iu-to  that  hostelryo 
Wei  nyne  and  twenty  in  a  companye, 
Of  sondry  folk,  by  aventure  y-falle  25 

In  felawshipe,  ami  pilgrims  were  they  alle, 
That  toward  Caunterbitry  wolden  ryde  ; 
The  chambres  and  the  stables  weren  wyde, 
And  wol  we  wereu  esed  atte  beste. 
AndsUoJtIy,  ^\Ilau  tlie  sonne  wastoreste, 


So  hadde  I  spoken  with  hem. e\erichon,  3 1 
That  I  was  of  hir  felawshiije  anon, 
And  made  forward  erly  for  to  ryse. 
To  take  our  wey,  ther  as  I  yow  devyse. 
But  uatheles,  whyl  I  have  tyme  and 

space,  35 

Er  that  I  ferther  in  this  tale  pace. 
Me  thinketh  it  acordaunt  to  resoun, 
To  telle  yow  al  the  condicioun 
Of  ech  of  hem,  so  as  it  semed  me. 
And   whiche   they  weren,  and   of  what 

degree ;  40 

And  eek  in  what  array  that  they  were 

inne: 
And  at  a  knight  than  wol  I  first  bigiiine. 
A  Knight  ther  was,  and  that  a  worth\- 

ruan,  Knight. 

That  fro  the  tyme  that  he  first  bigan 
To  ryden  out,  he  loved  chivalrye,  45 

Txonthe  and  honour,  fredom  and  cur- 

teisye. 
Pul  worthy  was  he  in  his  lordes  werre, 
And  therto    hadde    he    riden  i^no  man 

ferre) 
As  wel  in  Cristendom  as  hethenesse. 
And  ever  honoured  for  his  worth  inesse.  50 
At  Alisaundre  he   was,  whau   it  was 

wonne ; 
Ful  ofte  tyme  he  hadde  the  bord  bigonne 
.A.boven  alle  naciouns  in  Pruce. 
In  Lettow  hadde  he  reysed  and  in  Kuce, 
No  Cristeu  man  so  ofte  of  his  degree.     55 
In  Gernade  at  the  sege  eek  hadde  he  be 


P  2 


4-0 


A.     Z^t  (profoguc. 


[t.  57-14:. 


Of  Algezii-,  anil  riilcii  iu  Bolinarye. 

At  Lyeys  was  lie,  and  at  Satalye, 

Wlian    they  were   -wonne ;    and   in   tlic 

Grete  See 
,\.t  many  a  noble  aryve  liadde  he  be.       60 
At  mortal  batailles  hadde  he  been  iit'tene, 
And  foughten  for  our  feith  at  Tramissene 
In  listes  thryes,  and  ay  slayn  his  fo. 
This  ilke  worthy  knight  had  been  also 
Somt yme  with  the  lord  of  Palatye,  65 

Agej'U  another  hethen  in  Turkj'e  : 
And  evermore  he  hadde  a  sovereyn  prys. 
And  though  that  he  were  worthj',  he  was 

wys, 
And  of  his  port  as  meke  as  is  a  maj'de. 
He  never  yet  no  vileinye  ne  sayde  70 

In  al  his  lyf,  un-to  no  maner  wight. 
He  was  a  verray  pai'fit  gentil  knight. 
But  for  to  tellen  yow  of  his  array, 
His  hors  were  gode,  but  he  was  nat  gay. 
Of  fustian  he  wered  a  gipoun  75 

Al  bismotered  with  his  habergeoun  ; 
For  he  was  late  y-come  from  his  ^  iage, 
And  wente  for  to  doon  his  jiilgrimage. 
With  him  ther  was  Jjis  sone,  a  yong 

.Squyer,  Squyer. 

A  lovyere,  and  a  lusty  bacheler,  80 

With  lokkes  cruUe,  as  they  were  leyd  in 

liresse. 
Of  twenty  yeer  of  age  he  was,  T  gesse. 
Of  his  stature  he  was  of  evene  lengthe, 
And    wonderly    deliver,    and    greet    of 

strengthe. 
-Vnd  he  had  been  somtyme  in  chivachye,  85 
In  Flaundres,  in  Artoys,  and  Picardye, 
And  born  him  wel,  as  of  so  litel  space. 
In  hope  to  stondou  in  his  lady  grace. 
Embrouded  was  he,  as  it  wore  a  luedo 
Al  ful  of  frcsshc  floures,  whytc  and  rede.  90 
Singinge  he  was,  or  floytinge,  al  the  day ; 
He  was  as  fresh  as  is  the  month  of  May. 
.Short  was  liis  gounc,  with  sieves  longe 

and  wyde. 
Wel  coude  he  sitte  on  hors,  and  faire  ryde. 
He  coude  songes  make  and  wel  endj'te,  95 
Juste  and  eek  daunce,  and  wel  purtreye 

and  wi-yte. 
Sij  hute  he  lovcde,  that  by  nightertale 
He  sleep  namore  than  dooth  a  nightingale, 
r'ui-teys  he  was,  lowly,  and  servisablo. 
And  carf  biforu  liis  I'ader  at  the  table,  luu 


A  Yeman  hadde  he,  and  servaunts  namo 
At  that  tyme,  for  him  liste  ryde  so  ; 
And  he  was  clad  in  cote  and  liood  <jf 

grene ;  Yeman. 

A    sheef    of    pecok-arwcs    brighte    and 

kene 
Under  his  belt  he  bar  ful  thriftily  ;        105 
i'AVel  coude  he  dresse  his  takel  yemanly  : 
His  arwes  drouped  uoght  with  fetheres 

lowe), 
And  in  his  hand  he  bar  a  mighty  bowe. 
A  not-heed  hadde  he,  with  a  broun  visage. 
Of  wode-craft  wel  coude  he  al  the  usage.  1 10 
Upon  his  arm  he  bar  a  gay  bracer. 
And  by  his  syde  a  swerd  and  a  bokeler, 
And  on  that  other  syde  a  gay  daggere, 
Hameised  wel,   and   sharp   as  point  of 

spere ; 
A  Cristofre  on  his  brest  of  silver  shene.  1 15 
An   horn   he   bar,    the  bawdrik   was    of 

grene  ; 
A  forster  was  he,  soothly,  as  I  gesse. 

Ther  was  also  a  Nonne,  a  Pkiokesse, 
That  of  hii-  smyling  was  ful  simple  and 

coy ;  Prioresse. 

Hir   gretteste    ooth    was    but    by   seynt 

Loy;  ijo 

And  she  was  cleped  madame  Eglentj'uc. 
Ful  wel  she  song  tlie  service  divyne, 
Entuned  in  hir  nose  ful  semely  ; 
And  Frensh  shs  spak  ful  faire  and  fetisly. 
After  the  scole  of  Stratford  atte  Bowe,  125 
For  Frensh  of  Paris  was  to  hir  unknowe. 
At  mete  wel  y-taught  was  she  with-alle ; 
She  leet  no  morsel  from  hir  lippes  falle, 
Ne  wette  hir  fingres  in  hir  sauce  depe. 
Wel  coude  she  carie  a  morse),  and  wel 

kepe,  130 

That  no  drope  no  lillf  ui^-on  hii'  brest. 
In  curteisye  was  set  ful  muche  hir  leSt. 
Hir  over  lippe  wyped  she  so  eleue, 
Tliat  in  hir  copxie  was  no  ferthing  sene 
Oi  grece,  whan  she  drunken  hadde  hir 

draughte.  ^  135 

Ful  semely  after  hir  mete  she  isaughte, 
And  .sikerly  she  was  of  greet  disport, 
Anil  ful  plesaiuit,  and  amiable  of  j)ort, 
And  peyned  hir- to  couutrcfete  chere 
Of  court,  and  been  estatlich  of  man  ere,  i+j 
And  to  ben  holdeu  digue  of  reverence. 
But,  for  to  speken  of  liix  conscience, 
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She  was  so  cbaritablu  and  sr>  pitous, 
She  woklo  wepe,  it' that  sho  sawe  a  mons 
Caught  in  a  trappe,  if  it  were  deed  or 

bledde.  145 

Of  smale  houndes  hn<.l  she.  that  she  fedde 
With  rosted  flesh,  or  milk  and  wastel- 

breed. 
Bnt  sore  weep  she   if  oon  of  hem  were 

deed, 
Or  if  men  smoot  it  with  a  yerde  smerte  : 
And  al  was  conscience  and  tendre  herte. 
Fnl  semely  hir  wimpel  pinched  was  ;    151 
Hir  nose  tretys ;  hir  eyen  greye  as  glas  ; 
Hir  month  ful  smal,  and  ther-to  softe  and 

reed  ; 
But  sikerly  she  hadde  n  fair  forheed  : 
It  was  almost  a  spanne  brood,  I  trowe;  155 
For,  hardily,  she  was  nat  xindergrowe. 
Fill  fetis  was  hir  cloke.  as  I  was  war. 
Of  smal  coral  aboute  hir  arm  she  bar 
A  peii-e  of  bedes.  gauded  al  with  grene  : 
And  ther-on  heng  a  broche  of  gold  ful 

shene,  160 

On  which  ther  was  first  write  a  crowned  A. 
And  after.  Amor  i-incit  omnia,         Nonne. 

Another  Xoxxe  with  hir  hadde  she. 
That  was  hir  chapelejnie,  and  PuKE.'iTF.s 

THREE.  3  Preestes. 

A  MoxK  ther  was,  a  fair  for  .the  maistr;v-e. 

An  oiit-rydere,  that  lovede  vcnerye  :     166 

A  manly  man,  to  Ijeen  an  abl)ot  able. 

Ful  many  a  de.vntee  liors  hadde  he  in 

stable :  Monk. 

And.    whan   he   rood,    men    mighte   his 

brydel  here 
Ginglen  in  a  whistling  wind  as  clere,   170 
And  eek  as  londe  as  dooth  the  chapel- 

beUe 
Ther  as  this  lord  was  keper  of  the  celle. 
The   reule    of  seint    Maure    or   of  seint 

Beneit, 
By-cause  that   it   was   old    and   som-del 

streit, 
This  ilke  monk  leet  olde  thinges  pace.  175 
And    held    after    the    newe    world    the 

space. 
He  yaf  nat  of  that  text  a  pulled  lieu. 
That   seith.  that   hunters  been  nat   holy 

men  ; 
Ne  that  a  monk,  whan  he  is  cloisteriees. 
Is  Ivkned  til  a  fish  that  is  waterlees ;    180 


This  is  to  seyn.  a  monk  fuit  of  his  cloistre. 
But  thilke  text   Ijeld  he  nat  worth  an 

oistre ; 
And  I  seyde.  his  opinioun  was  go<^>d. 
What  sholdo  he  studie,  and  make  him- 

selven  wood. 
Upon  a  book  in  cloistre  alwey  to  poure.  1S5 
Or  swinken  with  his  handes,  and  lalxture. 
As  Austin  bit?     How  shal  the  world   br- 

served  ? 
Lat  Au.-stin  havehis  swink  tohim  reserved. 
Theifore  he  was  a  pricasour  ariglit  ; 
Grehoundes  he  hadde,  as  swifte  as  fowel 

in  flight  ;  iof> 

Of  priking  apd  of  hunting  for  the  hare 
Was  al  liis   lust,   for   no  cost  wolde  he 

spare. 
I  seigh  his  sieves  pnrfiled  at  the  hond 
With  grys.  and  that  the  fynesteof  a  lond  : 
And,  for  to  festne  his  hood   under  his 

chill,  195 

He  hadde  of  gold  y-wroght  a  cnrioi;s  pin: 
A  love-knotte  in  the  gretter  ende  ther  was. 
His  heed  was  balled,  that  shoon  as  any 

glas, 
And  eek  his  fa«e,  as  he  had  been  anoint. 
He  was  a  lord  ful  fat  and  in  good  point ;  2t»  > 
His  eyen  stepe,  and  rollinge  in  his  heed. 
That  stomed  as  a  forneys  of  a  leed  : 
His  botes  souple,  his  hors  in  greet  estat. 
Now  certeinly  he  was  a  fair  prelat : 
He  was  nat  pale  as  a  for-pyned  goost.  205 
A  fat  swan  loved  he  best  of  any  roost. 
His  palfrey  was  as  broun  as  is  a  berj-e. 
A  Frere  ther  was,  a  wantown  and  a 

merye,  Frere 

A  limitonr,  a  ful  solempne  man.  201J 

In  alle  the  ordres  foure  is  noon  that  can 
So  nmehe  of  daliauuco  and  fair  langage. 
Ho  hadde  maad  ful  many  a  mariage 
Of  yongo  wommen,  at  his  owne  cost. 
I'n-to  his  ordre  he  was  a  noble  post. 
Ful  wel  biloved  and  faniulier  was  he    215 
With  frankeleyns  over-al  in  his  contree. 
And  eek  with  worth j-  wommen  of  the 

tf>un  : 
For  he  had  power  of  conftssioun. 
As  seyde  him-self.  more  tl>an  a  curat. 
For  of  his  ordre  he  was  licentiat.  22a 

Ful  swetely  herde  he  confessioun. 
And  plesannt  was  his  absolueiotin  ; 
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H©  was  an  osy  man  to  yeve  penaunce 
Tlier  as  lie  wiste  to  ban  a  good  pitaunce  ; 
For  unto  a  p>vre  onire  for  to  yive         225 
Is  sigiie  that  a  man  is  wcl  y-slirive. 
For  if  he  yaf,  he  dorste  make  avannt, 
He  wiste  that  a  man  was  repentaunt. 
For  many  a  man  so  liard  is  of  his  herte, 
He   may   nat   wepe    al-thogh    him    sore 
smei-te.  230 

Therfore,  in  stede  of  weping  and  preyeres, 
Men  moot  yevc  silver  to  the  povre  freres. 
His  tipet  was  ay  farsed  ful  of  kny^'es 
And  pinnes,  for  to  yeven  faire  wyves. 
And  certoinlj'  he  hadde  a  mery  note  ;  235 
Wei  coude  he  singe  and  piemen  on  a  rote. 
Of  yeddinges  he  bar  utterly  the  prys. 
His  nekke  whyt  was  as  the  flovir-de-lys  ; 
Ther-to  he  strong  was  as  a  champioun. 
He  knew  tho  tavernes  wel  in  every  toun. 
And  everich  hostiler  and  tappestere     24 1 
Bet  than  a  lazar  or  a  beggesterc  ; 
For  nn-to  swieli  a  worthy  man  as  lie 
Acorded  nat,  as  by  his  facnltee,  244 

To  have  with  seke  lazars  aqueyntaunce. 
It  is  nat  honest,  it  may  nat  avattnce 
For  to  delen  with  no  swich  poraille, 
But  al  with  riche  .and  sellers  of  vitaille. 
And  ovcr-al,  ther  as  profit  sholde  aryse, 
Curteys  he  was,  and  lowly  of  servyse.  250 
Ther  nas  no  man  no-wher  so  vertnous. 
He  was  the  beste  beggere  in  his  hous  ; 
•[■And    yaf    a    eerteyn     ferme     for    the 

graunt ;  252  b 

■[•Noon  of  his  bretheren  cam  ther  in  his 

haunt ;  252  c 

For  thogh  a  widwe  liaddo  noght  a  sho, 
So  plesaunt  was  his  '  Jn  principio,'' 
Yet  woldc   he   have   a   ferthing,    er    he 

wente.  255 

His  purchas  was  wel  bettre  than  hisrente. 
And  rage  he  coude,   as  it  were  right  a 

whelpe. 
In    lovc-dayes    ther    coude    he    muchel 

helpe.  (260) 

For  there  he  was  nat  lyk  a  cloisterer, 
With   a  thredbar    cope,    as    is   a  povre 

scoler,  260 

But  he  was  lyk  a  maister  or  a  pf)pe. 
Of  double  worsted  was  his  semi-cope, 
That  rounded  as  a  belle  out  of  the  presse. 
Somwhat  he  lipsed,  for  his  wantownesse, 


To   r.iake   his   English   swete   up-on  his 

tonge ;  265 

And  in  his  harping,  whan  that  he  had 

songe, 
His  eyen  twinkled  in  his  heed  aright. 
As     doon     the     sterres     in    the    fi-osty 

night.  (-270) 

This  worthy  limitour  was  defied  Huberd. 

A   MAnciiANT  was  ther  with  a  forked 

herd,  Marchant. 

In  mott^elce,  and  bye  on  horse  he  sat,   2^1 
Up-on  his  heed  a  Flaundrish  bever  hat ; 
His  botes  clasped  faire  and  fetisly. 
His  resons  he  spak  ful  solempnely,        274 
Souninge  alway  th'enerees  of  his  winning. 
He  wolde  the  see  were  kept  for  any  thing 
Bitwixe  Middelbnrgh  and  Orowellc. 
Wel    conde    lie    in    eschaxmge   sheeldes 

selle.  (280) 

This  worthy  man  fnl  wel  his  wit  bisette  ; 
Ther  wiste  no  wight  that  he  was  in  dette. 
So  estatly  was  he  of  his  govei-naunce,  281 
AVith  his  bargaynes,  and  with  his  clicvi- 

saunce. 
For  sothe  he  was  a  worthy  man  witb-alle, 
But  sooth  to  sejTi,  I  noot  how  men  hini 

calle.  Clerk. 

A  Clerk  ther  was  of  Oxonford  also. 
That  un-to  logik  hadde  longe  y-go.        2S6 
As  lene  was  his  hors  as  is  a  rake,      \ 
And  he  nas  nat  right  fat,  I  undertake :  (290) 
But  loked  holwe,  .and  ther-to  soberly. 
Ful  thredbar  was  his  overest  courtejiy :  290 
For  he  had  gcten  him  yet  no  benciyce, 
Xe  was  so  worldly  for  to  have  offyce. 
For   him  was   lever  have  at  his  beddes 

heed 

Twenty  bokcs,  oliid  in  blak  or  reed. 
Of  Aristotle  and  his  philosophj^e,  20.^ 

Than  robes  riohe,  or  fithele,  or  gay  sautrye. 
But  al  be  that  he  w.as  a  philosophre. 
Yet  hadde  he  >)nt  litel  gold  in  cofrc  ;  (.300) 
But  al  that  ho   niighte  of  his  freendes 

hente, 
On  bokes  and  on  lerninge  he  it  spente,  300 
And  bisily  gan  for  the  soules  preye 
Of  heni  tliat  yaf  him  wher-with  to  scoleye. 
Of-  studie  took  he  most  cure  and   most 

hede. 
Xoght  o  word   spak  he   more  than  Mas 

nede, 


-' 
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And  that  was  scyil   in  lormo  ami  rcver- 

ftncp,  305 

And    short    and   finilc,    ami    fnl    of    hy 

sentence. 
Souningo  in  moral  vortii  was  his  spechc, 
And  gladly  woldc  ho  lomp,  and  gladly 

teche.  ManofLa'we.  {}\a) 

A  Serokant  of  the  Lawk,  war  and  wj-s, 
That  often  hadde  been  at  the  parvys,  310 
Ther  was  also,  fnl  riche  of  excellence. 
Discreet  he  was,  and  of  greet  reverence  : 
Ho    semed   swiph,    his   wordes  woren  so 

wyse. 
.Tnstycc  he  was  fnl  often  in  assyso,        314. 
By  patente,  and  by  pleyn  commissiotm  ; 
For  his  science,    and  for  his  heigli  re- 
noun 
Of  fees  and  ro1>es  hadde  he  many  oon. 
So    greet    a    pnrehasoiir    was    no-wher 

noon.  (320) 

Al  was  fee  simple  to  him  in  effect. 
His  purchasing  mighte  nat  been  infect.  320 
No-wher  so  bisy  a  man  as  he  ther  nas, 
And  yet  he  semed  bisier  than  ho  was. 
In  termes  hadde  he  caas  and  domes  alle. 
That  froia  the  tyme  of  king  "William  were 

falle. 
Therto  he   coude    endyte,    and   malte   .a 

tWng,  325 

Ther    coude    no    M'ight    pinche    at    his 

wryting  ; 
And  every  statut  coude  ho  plej-n  by  rote. 
He  rood  but  hoomly  in  a  medlee  cote  (330) 
Girt  with  a  ceint  of  silk,  with   barres 

smale ; 
Of  his  array  telle  I  no  lenger  t.ilo.  ^^o 

A  Fraskfi.evx  was  in  his  companye  ; 
Whyt  was  his  herd,  as  is  the  dayesye. 
Of  his  complexioun  he  was  sang-«-yn. 
Wei  loved   ho   by  the    morM-e   a  sop  in 

wyni.  Frankeleyn. 

To  liven  in  dolyt  was  ever  liis  wone,     335 
For  he  was  Epicurus  owne  sone, 
That  heeld  opinioun,  that  pleJ^a  deljH; 
Was  verraily  feliciteo  parfyt.  (340) 

An  housholdere,  and  tliat  a,  greet,  w.os  ho  ; 
Seint  Julian  he  was  in  his  contree.  340 
His  breed,  his  ale,  was  alwey  after  oon  ; 
A  bettre  envjaied  man  was  no-wher  noon. 
With-oute  bake  mete  was  never  liis  lions, 
Of  fish  and  flesh,  and  that  so  plentevous, 


It    snewed     in    ]ii>i    lious    of    mete    and 

drinko,  345 

Of  alle  deyiitees  that  men  coude  thinkp. 
After  the  sondiy  sesons  of  the  ycer,   (340) 
So  chaunged  he  his  mete  and  his  sopen 
Ful   many   a  fut  partrich  hadde  he   in 

mcwe. 
And  many  a  breem  and  many  a  luce  in 

stewe.  350 

Wo  was  his  cook,  btit-if  his  sauce  were 
Poynaunt  and  sharp,  and  redy  al  his  gore. 
His  table  dormant  in  his  lialle  alway 
Stood  redy  covered  al  the  lougo  day. 
At  sessiottns  ther  was  he  lord  and  sire  ;  355 
Fnl  oft«  tyme  he  was  knight  of  tho  shire. 
An  anlas  and  a  gipsor  al  of  silk  C^.'o) 

Heng  at  his  girdel,  whyt  as  morne  milk. 
A  shii-reve  hadde  ho  been,  and  a  conntotir; 
Was  no-wher  sttcli  a  worthy  vavasotir.  360 
An  Haberdassher  and  a  Carpester, 

Haberdassher.     Carpenter. 
A  Webbe,  a  Pyere,  and  a  TArim:, 

Webbe.    Dyere.    Tapicer. 
Were  with  tts  eek,  clothed  in  o  livereo, 
Of  a  solempne  and  greet  fraternitee.    364 
Fnl  fresh  and  newe  hir  gero  apyked  was  ; 
Hir  knj^-es  were  y-chaped   noght  with 

bras, 
But  al  with  silver,  wroght  ful  cleno  and 

weel,  dor,) 

Hir  girdles  and  hir  pouches  evory-doel. 
Wei  semed  ech  of  hem  a  fair  burgej-g, 
To  sitten  in  a  yeldhalle  on  a  deys.         370 
Everich,  for  the  wisdom  that  he  can, 
Was  shaply  for  to  been  an  alderman. 
For  catel  hadde  they  y-nogh  and  rente, 
And  eek  hir  wj^-es  wolde  it  wol  assente  ; 
And  elles  certein  were  they  to  blame.  375 
It  is  fnl  fair  to  been  y-clept  '  ma  dame,' 
And  goon  to  vigilyes  al  bifore, 
And  liave  .a  mantel  royalliche  y-bore.  C^.So) 
A  Cook  tliey  liadde  with  hem  for  the 

nones.  Cook. 

To   iKiille  tlie   chilsnes   with   the   mary- 

bones,  38*5 

Andpoudre-marehant  tart,  and  galingale. 
Wei    coude    he    knowe    a    draughte    of 

London  ale. 
He   coude  roste,   and   sethe,  and  liroillo, 

and  frye, 
ilaken  mortreux,  and  wel  bake  .%  pye. 
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But  greet  liarm  -was  it,  as  it  tliouglito 
me,  3S5 

Tliftt  on  Ills  sliiue  a  mormal  hadde  he  ; 
For  lilankmanger,  tliat  made  Le  witli  tlxo 
•  beste.  (389) 

A   SiiiniAK  -was   ther,   woning  fer  liy 
■\vosto :  Shipman. 

For- aught  I  ■woot,  ho  \\as  of  Dertemouthe. 
He  rood  up-on  a  rouncy,  as  he  couthe,  390 
In  a  gowue  of  falding  to  the  knee. 
A  daggero  lianging  on  a  laas  hndde  he 
AlKtute  his  nekke  under  liis  arm  adouu. 
The  hote  somer  had  maad  his  hewe  al 

.  .hroun  : 
And,  certeinly,  lie  was  a  good  felawe.  305 
Fnl   many   a   dranghte  of  wyn  had   he 

y-drawe 
From  Burdeux-wai'd.  vhyl  that  the  chap- 
man sleep. 
Of  nyce  coiiscii-neo  took  he  no  keep.  (400) 
If  that  he  faught,  and  hadde  tlie  hycr 

hond, 
By  water  he  sento  ]iem  hoom  to  every 
.  lond.  400 

But  of  his  craft  to  rekene  •wel  his  tydes, 
His  streines  and  his  daiingers  him  hisydes, 
His  herberwe  and   his   mone,  his  lode- 
menage, 
Ther    nas    noon    swich    from   HuUe    to 

Cartage. 
Hardy  he  was,  and  wys  to  uiidertake  ;  405 
With  many  a  tempest  hadde  his  herd 

heen  shake. 
He  knew  wel  alle  the  liavenes,  as  they 
were,  (409) 

From  Gootlond  to  the  cape  of  Finistere, 
And    every   cryke    in   Britayne   and  in 
Spayne ;  409 

His  harge  y-cleped  was  the  Maudclajnie. 

With  us  ther  was  a  Doctouu  of  Phisvk, 
In  nl  this  world  ne  was  ther  noon  him 
lyk  Doctour. 

To  Epeke  of  phisik  and  of  surgerye  ; 
For  he  was  grounded  in  astronomye. 
He  krpte  liis  pacient  a  ful  greet  del       415 
In  houros,  hy  his  magik  naturel. 
Wel  coude  he  fortuneu  the  ascendent 
Of  liis  images  for  liis  pacient.  (420) 

He  knew  the  cause  of  everich  maladye, 
Were  it  of  lioot  or  cold,  or  moiste,  or 
drye,  420 


And    where    engendred,    and    of   what 

humour  ; 
He  was  a  verrey  parfit  practisour. 
The  cause  y-knowe,  and  of  his  harm  the 

rote. 
Anon  he  yaf  the  seke  man  his  bote. 
Ful  rody  hadde  he  hi.s  apothecaries,      4.'5 
To  eende  him  drogges  and  his  Ictuaries, 
For    ech    of   hem    made    other    for    to 

winne ; 
Hir  frendstdiipe  nas  nat  newe  to  biginne. 
Wol  knew  he  th'olde  Esculapius,        (431) 
And  Doiscorides,  and  ock  Rufus,  430 

Old  Ypocras,  Haly,  and  Galien  ; 
Serapion,  Razis,  and  Avicen  ; 
Averrois,  Damascien,  and  Constantyn  ; 
Bernard,  and  Gatesden,  and  Gilbertyn. 
Of  his  diete  mesurable  was  he,  435 

For  it  was  of  no  superfluitee. 
But  of  greet  norissing  and  digestible. 
His  studie  was  but  litel  on  the  bible.  (440) 
In  sangwin  and  in  pers  he  clad  was  al, 
Lyned  with  taffata  and  with  sendal  :  440 
And  j-et  he  was  but  esy  of  dispenpe  ; 
He  kepte  that  he  wan  in  pestiiencci. 
For  gold  in  phisik  is  a  cordial,,, 
Therfore  he  lovede  gold  in  speciaL        444 
A  good  WvF  was  ther  of  bisyde  Bathe, 
But  she  was  som-del  deef,  and  that  was 

scathe.  Wyf  of  Bathe. 

Of  clooth-making  she  hadde  swiche  an 

haunt,  (459) 

She  passed  hem  of  Ypres  and  of  Gaunt. 
In   al   the    jiarisshe   wj-f    ne    was    ther 

noon 
That    to    til"   ofTring   bifore    hir    sholde 

goon  ;  450 

And  if  ther  dide,  certesni,  so  wrooth  was 

she, 
That  she  was  out  of  alle  charitee. 
Hir  coverohiefs  ful  fyne  were  of  ground  ; 
I  dorste  swere  they  weyeden  ten  pound 
That  on  a  Sondny  were  upon  hir  heed.  455 
Hir  hosen  weren  of  fyn  scarlet  reed, 
Ful  fitreite  y-teyd,  and  shoos  ful  moiato 

and  newe. 
Bold  was  hir  face,  and  fair,  and  reed  of 

hewe.  (4'>o) 

Slie  was  a  worthy  womman  al  hir  lyve, 
Housbondes  at   chirche-dore  she  hadde 

fj-v'e,  460 
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Witliuuten  other  couipanjo  in  yuutho  ; 
But  therof  neiletli  imt  to  speke  as  noutho. 
And  thrj'es  liadde  slie  been  at  Jerusalem  ; 
Sho    hadde    passe<.l    many    a    stnvungo 
streem ;  464 

At  Rome  Blie  hadde  been,  and  at  Boloigne, 
In  Galice  at  aeint  Jame,  and  at  Coloigne. 
She   coude   muclie   of  -wandring   by  tlio 

weye  : 
Oat-tothod  was  she,  sootlily  for  to  seye. 
I'p-on  an  amblers  esily  she  sut,  (471; 

Y-winipled  wel,  and  on  hir  heed  an  hat 
As  brood  as  is  a  bokeler  or  a  targe  ;       471 
A  f<X)t-niantel  aboute  hir  ]iii)es  large, 
And  on  hir  feet  a  paire  of  spores  sliarpc. 
lu  felawschip  wel  coude  she  laughe  and 

carpe. 
Of    remedj-es    of    love    she    knew    per- 

chaunce,  475 

For  she  coude  of  that  art  the  olde  daunee. 

Persoun. 
A  good  man  was  ther  of  religioun. 
And  was  a  povre  Persol'n  of  a  toun  ;  (480) 
Bnt  riche  he  was  of  holy  thoglit  and  werk. 
He  was  also  a  lerned  man,  a  clerk,        480 
That  Cristes  gospel  trewely  wolde  preche; 
His  parisshens  devoutly  wolde  he  teche. 
Benigno  he  was,  and  wonder  diligent, 
AjuI  in  adversitee  ful  paeient ; 
And  swicli  he  was  y-preved  ofte  sythes. 
)i'vd  looth  were    hizn  to  curseu  for  his 

tythes,  486 

But  rather  wolde  lie  yeven,  out  of  doute, 
Un-to  his  povre  parisshens  aboute      (490) 
Of  his  offring,  and  eek  of  his  substauuce. 
He  coude  in  litel  thing  lian  suflisaunco. 
Wyd  was  his  parisshe,   aud   houses   fer 

a-soiider,  491 

But  he  ne  laftc  nat,  i'or  reyn  ne  tliouder. 
In  ^iknes  nor  in  meschief,  to  visytc 
The  ferreste  in  his  parisshe.  nniolic  and 

lyte, 

,Up-on  his  feet,  and  in  his  hand  a  staf.  495 
Tliis  noble  ensample  to  his  sheep  he  yaf, 
TJiat  first  ho  wroghte,  aud  afterward  he 

taughte ; 
Out  of  the  gospel  he  tho  wordes  caughto  ; 
And  this  figure  he  added  eek  tlier-to,  (^oi) 
That  if  gold  ruste,  what  shal  iren  dg  ?  500 
For  if  a  preest  be  foul,  on  whom  we  truste, 
No  >Yi)ttder  is  a  lewed  man  to  ruste  ; 


And  sliamc  it  is,  if  a  preest  take  keep, 
A  shiten  shepherde  and  a  elene  sheep. 
Wel  oghte  a  preest  ensample  for  to  yive, 
By  his    cleiuiesse,    how   that  his  sheep 
shold  live.  506 

He  sette  nat  his  benefice  to  hyre, 
And  leet  his  sheep    encombred    in  tho 

myre,  (510) 

And  ran  to  London,  un-to  sej-ut  Poules, 
To  seken  him  a  chaunterie  for  souless,  5ii> 
Or  with  a  bretherlied  to  been  withholde  ; 
But  dwelte  at  hoom,  and  kepto  wel  his 

folde, 
80  tliat  the  wolf  ne  made  it  nat  miscario  ; 
He  was  a  sliepherdc  anil  no  mercenarie. 
Antl  though  he  holy  were,  and  vertuotis, 
He  was  to  sinfiil  man  nat  despitoug,     516 
Xc  of  his  siiecho  daungerous  ne  digno. 
But  in  his  toching  discreet  aud  Ijenignc. 
To  drawen  folic  to  heven  l)y  fairnesse  (521) 
By  good  ensample,  was  his  bisiuesse  :  jjo 
But  it  were  any  persone  obstinat, 
What-so  he  were,  of  heigh  or  lowe  estat, 
Him  wolde  he  snibbeu  shari)ly  for  the 

nones. 
A   bettre  j)i'eest,    I   trowe   that    nowhev 

noon  is. 
He  waj-ted  after  no  pompe  and  reverence, 
Xe  maked  him  a  spyced  conscience,      526 
But  Cristes  lore,  and  his  apostles  twelve, 
He  taughte,  and  first  he  folwed  it  him- 

selve.  ^530) 

With  him  ther  was  a  Pi.owma.v,  was  hi^ 

brother.  Plowman. 

That  hadde  y-lad  of   dong  ful  many  a 

fother,  530 

A  trewe  swinker  and  a  good  was  he, 
Livinge  in  pees  and  parfit  charitee. 
God  loved  he  best  with  al  liis  hole  herte 
At    alle   tynies,   thogh    him    gamed    or 

smei-te, 
Aud  thanne  his  neighebour  right  as  him- 

selve.  535 

He  wolde  thresshe,  anil  ther-to  djke  and 

delve, 
For  Cristes  sake,  for  eveiy  povre  wight, 
Withouten  hyre,  if  it  lay  in  his  might.    ■ 
His  fythes  payed  he  ful  faire  aud  wel,  '541) 
Bothe  of  Ills  propre  swink  and  liis  catel. 
In  a  tabard  he  rood  upon  a  mere.  541 

Ther  was  also  a  Ee^e  and  a  MiUere, 
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A  Souinour  and  a  Panlouer  alsK, 

A  Maunciple,    and   my-self;    ther   ^vere 

namo. 
The  Mii.i,i:r  was  a  stout  carl,  for  the 

noucs,  .  Miller. 

I'ul   big  lie  vas   of   braim,   and   eok   of 

bones ;  54*' 

That  proved  Mol,  for  <:>\er-al  ther  he  cam, 
At  >vrastliug  he  Avolde  ha\e  alwey  the 

I'rtni.  [55^} 

He  ■was  short-shoklred,  brood,   a  thikke 

kuarre, 
Ther  nas  no  dore  that  he  uolde  heve  of 

harre,  550 

()r  breke  it,  at  a  reniiuig,  with  his  heed. 
His  herd  as  any  sowe  or  fox  was  reed, 
And   ther-to   brood,   as   though   it  Avere 

a  spade. 
Up-ou  the  cop  right  of  his  nose  lie  hade 
A  werte,  and  ther-on  stood  a  tiift  of  heres, 
Ec«d  as  the  bristles  of  a  sowes  eres  :     556 
His  uose-thirles  blake  were  and  %\-j-de. 
A  swerd  and  bokeler  bar  he  by  his  sj-de  ; 
His  mouth  as  greet  was  as  a  greet  forneys. 
He  was  a  janglere  and  a  goliardeys,      560 
And  that  was   most  of  siuue   and  har- 

lotryes.  (.S63) 

Wei  coudo   he   steleu   corn,    and   toUen 

thryes ; 
And  yet  he  hadde   a  thombe   of   gold, 

pardee. 
A  wliji;  cote  and  a  blew  hood  wered  he. 
A  baggepjiie   wel   coude  he  blowe   and 

sowne,  565 

And   ther-with-al'he  broghte  ns  out  of 

towaio.  Maunciple. 

AgentilMAUKCii'LE  wasthei'of  ateniide. 

Of  which  achatoiirs  niighte  take  exeniple 

For  to  be  ^vJ'se  in  bying  of  \itaille       (571) 

For  whether  that  he  paj-de,  or  took  bj- 

taUle,  570 

Algate  he  waytcd  so  in  his  achat. 
That  Le  was  ay  bil'oru  and  in  good  stat. 
Kow  is  nat  that  of  God  a  fill  fair  grace. 
That  swich  a  lewed  mauues  wit  shal  pace 
The  wisdom  of  an  heep  of  lerned  men?  575 
Of  inaistrcs  hadde    he   mo    than    threes 

ten, 
That  were  of  lawe  expert  and  curious  ; 
Of  which   ther  were  a  doseyu  iu  that 

Lous 


^^'orthy  to  ).>een  stiwardcs  of  rente  and 

loud  (581) 

Of  any  lord  that  is  in  Engelond,  580 

To  make  him  live  by  his  propre  good, 
In  honour  dettelees,  but  he  Mere  wood, 
Or  live  as  scarsl.-\'  as  hun  list  desire  ; 
And  able  for  to  helpen  al  a  shire 
In  any  cas  that  mighte  faUe  or  happe  ;  585 
And  >it   this  maunciple  sette  hir  aller 

ca]ipe.  Reve. 

The  l{K^■i.  was  a  sclendre  colerilc  man. 
His  herd  was  shave   as  uy  as   ever  he 

can.  (590) 

His  heer  was  Viy  his  eres  round  y-sliom. 
His  top  Avas  dokked  lyk  a  preest  bifurn. 
Ful  longc  were  his  legges,  and  ful  lene, 
Y-lyk  a  staf,  ther  was  no  calf  y-sene. 
Wel  coude  he  kejie  a  gerner  and  a  binne ; 
Ther  was  noon  auditour  coud/O  oiv  him 

wiiine.  f^ 

Wel  wiste  he,  hy  the  droghtc,  iubtl  ^*>'  the 

reyn,  595 

The    yeldiug    of    his    seed,    and    of   his 

greyn. 
His  lordes  sheep,  his  neet,  his  dayerj'e, 
His  swyn.   his   hors,    his   stoor,  and  his 

pultrye,  (600) 

Was  hooUy  iu  this  re\es  governing,      599 
And  by  hia  co\enaunt  yaf  the  rekening. 
Sin  that  his  lord  was  twenty  jeer  of  age  ; 
Ther    coiide    no    man    bringe    him    in 

arrerage. 
Ther  nas  baillif,  ne  herde,  ne  other  hyne. 
That   he  ne    knew   his  sleighte  and  his 

covyne ;  604. 

They  were  adrad  of  him,  as  of  the  deeth. 
His  woniug  was  ful  fair  ui5-on  an  heeth. 
With  grene  trees  shudwed  was  his  place. 
He  coude  bettre  than  his  lord  purchace. 
Ful  riche  he  was  astored  prively,         (6ji) 
His  lord  wel  coude  he  plesen  subtilly,  610 
To  yeve  and  lene  him  of  his  owne  good. 
And  have  a  thank,  and  yet  a  cote  and 

hood. 
In  youthe  he  lerned  hadde  a  good  mister; 
He  was  a  Mcl  good  wrighte,  a  carpenter. 
This  re\e  sat  up-on  a  ful  good  stot,        615 
Thiit   was   al  pomely  grey,   and   liightc 

Scot. 
A  long  surcote  of  pers  up-on  he  hade, 
And  bj-  his  syde  he  bar  a  rustj'  blade.  (O.'o) 
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Northl'olk  was  this  reve,   ot  which  I 

telle,  619 

Bisyde  a  toun  men  clepen  Baldeswello. 
Ttikked  he  was,  as  is  a  frero,  aboute. 
Aud   ever  he  rood  the  hindrcste  of  our 

route. 
A  SoMKouK  was  ther  with  us  in  that 

place,  Somnour. 

That  hadde  a  tJT-reed  cherabinnes  iace, 
For  sawcefieeni  he  was,  with  eyen  narwe. 
As  hoot    he   was,   and    lecherous,    as    a 

sparwc ;  626 

With  scalledbrowcsblake.aud  piled  herd  ; 
Of  his  visage  children  were  aferd.  (630) 
Ther   nas  quik-sih-er,   litarge,    ne   brim- 

stoon. 
Boras,  ceruce,  ne  oille  of  tartre  noon,  630 
Ne    oynement    that    wolde    dense    and 

bj-te, 
That  him  mighte  helpeu  of  his  whelkes 

whyte, 
Xtir  of  the  kxiobbes  sittinge  on  his  chekes. 
Wei  loved  he  garleek,  oynons,  and  eek 

lekes, 
And  for  to  drinken  strong  wyn,  reed  as 

blood.  63=: 

Than   wolde   he   speke,  and   crye   as   he 

were  wood. 
Aud  whan  that  lie  wel  dronken  hadde  the 

#'JTa,  (639) 

Than  wolde  he  speke  no  word  but  Latj-n. 
A  fewe  termes  hadde  he,  two  or  three. 
That  he  had  lerned  out  of  som  decree  :  640 
Xo  wonder  is,  he  lierde  it  al  the  day  ; 
And  eek  ye  knowen  wel,  how  that  a  jaj- 
Can  clepen  'Watte,'  as  Avell  as  can  the 

pope. 
But   who-so   coudc   in   other   thing   him 

grope,  644 

Thanne  hadde  he  spent  al  his  philosophye ; 
Ay  '  Queatio  quid  iiD-is '  wolde  he  crye. 
He  was  a  gentil  harlot  and  a  kinde  ;  (649) 
A  bettre  felawe  sholde  men  noght  tinde. 
He  wolde  siiffre,  for  a  quart  of  wyn, 
A  good  felawe  to  have  his  coneub.vn     650 
A  twelf-month,  and  excuse  him  atte  fulle  : 
Fill  prively  a  finch  eek  coude  he  pulle. 
And  if  he  fond  o-wher  a  good  felawe. 
He  wolde  teehen  him  to  have  nou  awe. 
In  swich  cas,  of  the  erchedeknes  curs,  655 
But-if  a  niaunes  soule  were  in  his  purs  ; 


For  in  his  purs  he  sholde  y-punisshed  be. 
'  Purs   is   the   erchedeknes   helle,'   seyde 

he.  (660; 

But  wel  I  wool  he  lyed  right  in  dede  ; 
Of    cursing    oghte    ech   giltj-   man    him 

drede —  66*j 

For  curs   wol   slee,    right    as    assoilling 

sayeth — 
And  also  war  him  of  a  sirjnijicavil. 
In  daunger  hadde  he  at  his  owne  gyse 
The  yonge  girles  of  the  diocyse, 
And   knew  hir  couriseil,  and  was  al  hir 

reed.  665 

A  gerland  hadde  Hfe  set  up-on  his  heed, 
As  greet  as  it  were  for  an  ale-stake  ; 
A  bokeler  hadde  he  maad  liini  of  a  cake. 
With  him  ther  rood  a  gentil  Paudonek 
Of  Eouncival,  his  freend  and  his  comi>eer, 
That  streight  was  comen  fro  the  court  of 

Kome.  Pardoner. 

Ful  loude  he  song,  '  Com  hider,  love,  to- 
me.' (670)  67-> 
This  somnour  bar  to  him  a  stif  burdoun, 
Was  never  trompe  of  half  so  greet  a  soun. 
This   pardoner  hadde   heer  as  yelow  as 

wex.  675 

But  smothe  it  heng,  as  dooth  a  strike  of^ 

flex  ; 
By  ounces  henge  his  lokkes  that  he  hadde, 
And   ther-with    he    his    shuldres    ovor- 

spradde ;  (680) 

But  thinne  it  lay,  by  colpons  oon  and 

oon ; 
But  hood,  for  jolitee,  ne  wercd  he  noon. 
For  it  was  trussed  up  in  his  walet.        68r 
Him  thoughte,  he  rood  al  of  the  newe  jet ; 
Dischevele,  save   liis  cappe,   he   rood   al 

bare. 
Swiche   glaringe   eyen   hadde  he   as   an 

hare, 
A  vernicle  hadde  he  sowed  on  his  cappe. 
His  walet  lay  bifom  him  in  his  lappe,  6&6 
Bret-ful  of  pardouu  come  from  Rome  al 

hoot,  ■      (689^ 

A  voys  he  hadde  as  smal  as  hath  a  goot. 
No  herd  hadde  he,  ne  never  sholde  have, 
As  smothe  it  was  as  it  were  late  y-shave  ; 
I  trowe  he  were  a  gelding  or  a  mare.    6yr 
But  of  his  craft,  fro  Bcrwik  into  Ware, 
Ne  was  ther  swich  another  pardoner. 
;  For  in  his  male  he  hadde  a  pUwe-beer, 
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Wliich    that,   lio    seyde,    was   ouf    lady 

veyl :  695 

He  seydo,  ho  hiid.le  ii  g-iliot  .if  the  seyl 
That  seyut  Peter  hadde,   whan  that  he 

weute  (699) 

Up-i'U  the  see,  til  Jesii  Crist  hiiu  hente. 
He  hadde  a  croys  of  hvtoxin,  ful  of  stones, 
Ami  in  a  glas  lie  hadde  pigrges  bones.    700 
Bnt  with   thise   I'elikes,   whan    that    he 

loud 
A  povre  pei-son  dwelling  up-on  lond, 
I  'p-'^n  a  day  ht  gat  him  more  moneye 
Than  that  the  person   gat   in   nionthes 

tweye.  • 

And  thus,  with  feyned  flateiye  and  japes. 
He  made  the  pei'son  and  the  peple  his 

apes.  706 

But  trewely  to  tellen,  atte  lastc,  (709) 

He  was  in  chircdie  a  noble  ecclesiaste. 
Wei  coude  he  rede  a  lessoitn  or  a  storie. 
But  alderbest  he  song  an  offertorie  ;     710 
For  wel  he  wiste,  whan  that  song  was 

songe, 
He   moste   preche,   and   wel    afiFyle    his 

tonge, 
To  wiune  silver,  as  he  ful  wel  coude  ; 
Tlierefore  lie  song  so  meriely  and  loudo. 

Xow  have  I  told  j-ou  shoi"tly,  in  a  clause, 
Th'estat,  th'ajray,  the  nombre,  and  eek  the 

cause  716 

Why  that  assembled  was  this  companyo 
In  .Southwerk,  at  this  gentil  hostelrye. 
That   highte   the    Tabard,    faste   by   the 

Belle.  (721) 

But  now  is  tyme  to  yow  for  to  telle      720 
How  that  we  bareu  us  tljat  like  night, 
Wliaji  we  were  in  that  hostelrj-c  alight. 
And  after  wol  I  telle  of  our  viage, 
Apd  al  the  remenaunt  of  our  pilgrimage. 
But  first  I  pray  yow,  of  your  curteisye,  725 
That  ye  n"arettc  it  nat  my  vileinye, 
Th"gh    tliat    I    iiloynly    spoke    in    this 

matere,  •/■29) 

To  telle  yow  liir  wordes  and  hir  chere  ; 
Ne  thf>gh  I  speke  hir  wordes  properly. 
For  this  ye  knowen  al-so  wel  as  I,  730 

Who-si>  shal  telle  a  tale  after  a  man, 
He  moot  reherce,  as  ny  as  ever  he  can, 
Everich  a  word,  if  it  be  in  liis  charge, 
Al    speke    he    never    so    rudeliche   and 
large ; 


Or  eUes  he  moot  telle  liis  tale  uutrewe.  735 
Or  feyne  thing,  or  finde  wordes  newe. 
He  may  nat  spare,  al-thogh  he  were  his 

brother ;  t'730) 

He  moot  as  wel  seye  o  word  as  anotlier. 
Crist  spak    him-self  ful    brode  in    hi:>ly 

writ, 
And  wel  ye  woot,  no  vileiny*  is  it.         740 
Eek   Plato  seith,   who-so  that  can  liim 

rede. 
The  wordes  mote  be  cosin  to  the  dede. 
Also  I  prey  yow  to  foryeve  it  me, 
Al  have  I  nat  set  folk  in  hir  degree 
Here   in  this  tale,  as   that   they   sholde 

stonde  ;  745 

My  wit  is  short,  ye  may  wel  understondo. 
Greet  chere  made  our  hoste  us  everichon , 
And  to  the  soper  sctte  us  anon  ;  (750) 

And  served  us  with  vitaille  at  the  beste. 
Strong  was  the  wj'n,  and  wel  to  drinke 

us  leste.  ."50 

A  semely  man  our  hoste  was  wjth-alle 
For  to  ban  been  a  marshal  in  an  halle  ; 
A  large  man  he  was  with  eyen  stepe, 
A  fairer  burgeys  is  ther  noon  in  Chepe : 
Bold  of  his  si^eche,  and   ■w'ys,   and   wel 

y-taught,  755 

And  of  manhod  him  lakkede  right  naught. 
Eek  therto  he  was  right  a  mery  man, 
And  after  soper  pleyen  he  bigan,     #(760) 
And    spak  of   mirthe    amonges    othero 

thinges. 
Whan  that  we  hadde  maad  our  reken- 

inges ;  7<5o 

Andseydcthus  :  '  Now,  lordinges,  trewely. 
Ye  been  to  me  right  welcome  hertely : 
For  by  my  troutho,  if  that   I  shal   nat 

lye, 

I  ne  saugh  this  j'eer  so  mery  a  companyo 
At  ones  in  this  herberwe  as  is  now.  765 
Fayn  woldo   I   doon   yow  mirthe,  wi.ste 

I  how. 
And  of  a  mirthe  I  am  right  now  bithoght, 
To    doon   yow    ese,   and    it    shal    costc 

noght.  770) 

Ye  goon   to   Caunterbury ;    CSod  yAv 

spede, 
The    blisful    martir    quyte     yo^v    your 

mede.  770 

And  wel  I  woot,  as  ye  goon  by  the  weje, 
Ye  shapen  jow  to  talen  and  to  pleye ; 
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For  trewely,  confort  ne  inirthe  is  noon 
To  rj-de  by  the  weye  doumb  as  a  stoon  ; 
And  therfore  wol  I  niaken  yow  disport, 
As  I  sej'de  erst,  and  doon  yow  soni  con- 
fort.  7-(> 
And  if  yow  lyketh  alle,  hy  0011  assent, 
Now  for  to  stonden  at  my  jngement,    (780) 
And  for  to  werken  as  I  shal  yow  seye, 
To-morwe,  whan  ye  ryden  by  the  weye. 
Now,  by  my  fader  soule,  that  is  deed,   781 
Bnt  ye   be  merj'e,  I  wol  yeve  yow  niyn 

heed. 
Hold  Tip    yonr    hond,    withoiiten    more 

sj)eche.' 
Our    counseil    was    iiat    longe    for    to 

seche  ; 
I's  thoughte  it  was  noght  worth  to  make 

it  wjs,  785 

And     grauuted     him    withouten     more 

avys. 
And    bad  him    seye  his    vcrdit,   as   him 

leste. 
'  Lordinges,'   quod  he,   '  now   herkneth 

for  the  beste  ;  (790) 

Uut  tak  it  not,  I  prey  yow,  in  desdeyn ; 
Tliis  is  the  pc>jTit.  to  speken  short   and 

pleyn,  790 

That   ech   of  yow,   to   shorte  with  your 

weye, 
lu  this  Aaage,  sha£  telle  tales  tweye, 
To  Caiinterbury-ward,  I  meue  it  so. 
And  hom-ward    he    shal    tellen    othere 

two. 
Of  aventures  that  whylom  ban  bifaile.  795 
And  which  of  yow  that  bereth  him  best 

of  alle. 
That  is  to  seyn,  that  telleth  in  this  cas 
Tales  of  best  sentence  and  must  solas,  (800) 
Shal  have  a  soper  at  our  aller  cost 
Here  in  this  place,  sitting  by  this  post, 
^^'han  that  we  come  agayii  fro  Caffnter- 

burj-.  801 

And  for  to  make  yow  the  more  mery, 
I  wol  my-selven  gladly  with  yow  ryde. 
Eight   at   myn  owne   cost,  and  be  yonr 

gyde. 
And  who-so  W(.>1  my  jugemeut  withseye 
Shal  paye  al    that   we   spenden    by  the 

weye.  806 

And  if  ye  vouclie-sauf  that  it  be  so. 
Tel  rue  anon,  with-outen  wordes  mo,  (810) 


And  I  wol  crly  shape  mo  therfore." 

This  thing  vims  grannted,  and  our  othes 

swore  810 

With   fnl  glad  hertc.  and  preyden  him 

also 
That  he  wold  vouche-sauf  for  to  do  so, 
And  that  he  wolde  been  onr  governour, 
And  of  oiir  tales  juge  and  rci>ortour. 
And  sette  a  soper  at  a  certej'n  prj-s  :      815 
And  we  wold  reuled  been  at  his  devys, 
In  heigh   and   lowe  ;    and   thus.   \iy  oon 

assent, 
We  been  acorded  to  his  jugement.      (820) 
And  ther-up-on  the  ^v  j-n  was  fet  anon  ; 
We  dronken,  and  to  reste  Avente  echon. 
With-outen  anj-  lengor  taryinge.  8ji 

A-morwe,  whan  that  day  bigan  to  springe. 
Up    roos    our    host,  and   was    our   aller 

cok. 
And  gadrede  us  togidre,  alle  in  a  flok. 
And  forth  we  riden,  a  litel   more  tlian 

pas,  8-'5 

Un-to  the  watering  of  seint  Thomas. 
And  there  our  host  bigan  his  hors  areste, 
And  seyde ;  '  Lordinges,  herkneth,  if  yow 

leste.  (830) 

Ye  woot  your  forward,  and  I  it  j-ow  re- 

corde. 
If  even-song  and  morwe-song  acorde,    830 
Lat    see  now  who  shal  telle  the  firste 

tale. 
As  ever  mote  I  drinke  Avyn  or  ale, 
Who-so  be  rebel  to  my  jugement 
Shal  paye  for    al    that    by  tlie    weye  is 

spent. 
Now    draweth    cut,    er    that    we    ferrer 

twinne :  835 

He   which   that   hath   the   shortest  shal 

biginne. 
Sire  knight,"  quod  he,  '  my  maister  and 

my  lord,  839  j 

Now  di-aweth  cut,  for  that  is  myn  acord. 
Cometh  neer,'  qxiod  he,  '  my  lad\-  prior- 

esse ; 
And  ye,  sir  clerk,  lat  be  your  sbamfast- 

nesse,  840 

Ne  stndicth   noght  ;    ley  hond  to,   every 

man." 
Anon  to  drawen  everj-  \N-ight  bigan, 
And  shortlj-  for  to  t«llen,  as  it  was, 
Were  it  by  aveuture,  or  sort,  or  cas. 
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The  sothe  is  this,  the  cut  fll  to  the  knight, 
Of  whicli  ful  blythe  and  glad  was  every 

wiglit  ;  S46 

And  telle  he  mostc  his  tale,  as  was  resoun, 
By  forward  and  by  composicioun,  (850) 
As  ye  lian  herd  ;  what  nodeth  wordes  mo? 
And    whan    this    gode     man    sangh    it 

was  so,  850 

As  he  that  wys  was  and  obedient 
To  kepe  his  forward  by  his  free  assent, 


Ho    seyde  :    '  Siii    I    shal    beginne    the 

game, 
Wliat,    welcome    be   the   cut,    a   Goddos 

name  ! 
Xow  lat  ns  i-ydo,  and  heikneth  what  T 

seye.'  *  855 

And  with  that  word  we  riden  forth  our 

weye ;  (85<S) 

And  he  bigan  with  right  a  mery  chere 
His  tale  anon,  and  scyde  in  this  manere. 


Here  endeth  the  prolog  of  this  book;   and  here  biginneth  the  first  tale, 
which  is  the  Knightes  Tale. 


THE    KNIGHTES    TALE. 


lamque  domes  pairias,  Scithice  2>ost  asx'era  gentis 
rrelia,  laurigero,  <fc.  [Statins,  Tkeb.  xii.  519.] 


Whylom,  as  oldc  stories  tellen  its, 
Ther  was  a  dnk  that  highte  Theseus  ;  860 
Of  Athenes  he  was  lord  and  goveniour, 
Aiicl  in  his  tyme  swich  a  conqiierour, 
That  grettcr  was  ther   noon  under  the 

sonno. 
Ful   many    a    riche    contree    haddc    he 

wonne  ;  864 

What  with  his  wisdom  and  his  chivalrye, 
He  conquered  al  the  regne  of  Femenye, 
That  whylom  was  y-cleped  Scithia  ; 
And  wcddedo  the  quene  l£>)]ita,  (10) 

And  broghto  hir  hoom  with  him  in  his 

contree  <  869 

With  muchel  glorie  and  greet  solempnitee, 
And  eek  hir  yonge  suster  Emelye. 
And  thus  with  victorie  and  with  melodye 


Lete     I     this     noble     duk     to    Athenes 

ryde, 
And  al  his  hoost,  in  armes,  him  bisyde. 

And  certes,  if  it  ncro  to  long  to  here,  875 
I  wolde  ban  told  yow  fully  the  manere, 
How  wonnen  was  the  regne  of  Femenyc 
By  TJicseus,  and  by  his  chivalrye ;        (jo) 
And  of  the  grete  bataille  for  the  nones 
Bitwixen  Atheni-s  and  Amazones  ;        880 
And  how  asseged  was  Ipolita, 
The  faire  hardy  queue  of  Scitliia  ; 
And  of  the  festo  that  was  at  hir  weddinge, 
And  of  the  tempest  at  hirhoom-eomingp; 
But  al  that  tiling  I  niwjt  as  now  forbere. 
I  have,  God  woot,  a  large  feeld  to  ere,  886 
And  waykc  been  the  oxen  in  my  plough. 
The  remenant  of  the  tale  is  long  y-noiigh. 
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I  wol  nat  letton  eek  iioori  ot  rliis  route  ; 
Lat  every  felawc  telle  In's  tale  abontc,  890 
And  lat   see   now   \v)ii>    shal   the    soper 
•winnc ;  O.V' 

And  ther  1  lefte,  I  wol  ageyn  liiginne. 

Tills  duk,  of  whom  I  make  nienpioun, 
When  ho  was    como    almost    iiiit<5   the 

tonn, 
Tn  al  his  wole  and  in  his  moste  pryde,  S95 
He  was  war,  as  he  caste  his  oye  asydo, 
Whcr  that  ther  kneled  in  the  hye  weyo 
A  companyo  of  ladies,  tweye  and  tweye, 
TZcAi  after  otlier,  clad  in  clotlics  blake  ;  ('41'^ 
Jhit  swich  a  cry  and  swicli    a  wo  they 
make,  <;oo 

That  in  tliis  world  nis  croatiu'c  livinge, 
That  herdo  swicli  another  weymentinge  ; 
And  of  this  ci-y  tliey  nolde  never  stenten, 
Til  they  the  reynes  of  his  brydel  henten. 
'  Wliat  folk  ben  ye,  that  at  myn  hoom- 
cominge  905 

Perturben  so  my  feste  witk  cryinge  ? ' 
Quod  Theseus,  '  have  ye  so  greet  envye 
Of  mjTi  honour,  that  thus  coinplejTie  and 
crye  ?  (50) 

Or  who  liath  yow  niisboden.  or  oftended  ? 
And  tellcth  me  if  it  maj'  been  amended  ; 
And  why  that  ye  ben   clothed  thus  in 
blak?'  911 

The  eldest  lady  of  hem  alle  spak, 
When  she  hadde  swowneit  with  a  deedly 

chere, 
That  it  was  routho  for  to  seen  and  here. 
And  seyde  :  '  Lord,  to  whom  Fortune  hath 
yiven  915 

Victorie,  and  as  a  conquerour  to  liven, 
Noglit  greveth  us  your  glorie  and  j-our 

honour ; 
But  wo  biseken  mercy  and  socour.        (60) 
Have  mercy  on  our  wo  and  our  distresse. 
Som  droi^e  of  pitee,  thurgh   tliy  gentil- 
esse,  0-2' 1 

Up-on  us  wrecched  wommen  lat  thou  falle. 
F<^-  certes,  lord,  ther  nis  noon  of  us  alle. 
That  she  nath  been  a  duchesse  or  a  quene ; 
Now  be  wo  caitifs,  as  it  is  wel  senc  : 
Thanked  be  Fortune,  and  hir  false  wheel, 
That  noon  estat  assureth  to  be  weel.  926 
And  certes,  lord,  t'abyden  your  presence. 
Here  in  the  temple  of  the  goddesse 
Clemence  (70) 


Wc  han  ben  wayiingc  al  this  fourtenight ; 
Now  help  us,  lord,  sith  it  is  in  tliy  miglit. 
I  wrecche,  which  that  wejie  and  waillo 
thus,  931 

Was  whylom  wyf  to  king  Capaneus, 
That  starf  at  Tlicbes,  cursed  be  that  day  ', 
And  alle  we,  that  been  in  tliis  arraj"'. 
And  maken  al  this  lamentacioun,  935 

We  loston  alle  our  housbondes   at  that 

tonn, 
Wliyl  that  the  sege  ther-abouto  lay. 
And  yet  now  th'olde  Creon,  weylaway  ! 
The  lord  is  now  of  Thebes  the  citee,     (81) 
Fulfild  of  ire  and  of  iiiiquitee,  940 

He,  for  despyt,  and  for  his  tirannye, 
To  do  the  dede  bodyes  vileinye. 
Of  alle  our  lordes,  whiche  that  ben  slawe, 
Hath  alle  the  bodyes  on  an  heep  y-drawe, 
And  wol  nat  suffren  hem,  by  noon  assent, 
Neither  to  been  y-btiried  nor  y-brent,  946 
But  maketh  houndes  etc  hem  in  despyt-.' 
And  with  that  word,   with-outen   mora 
respyt,  C90) 

They  fillen  gruf,  and  cryden  pitously, 
•  Have    on    us  •WTPcched  wommen    som 
mercy,  -930 

And  lat  our  sorwe  sinken  in  thyn  herte.' 
This  gentil  duk  <loun  from  his  courser 
sterte 
With  herte  pitous,  wlian  he  herde  hem 

speke. 
Him  thoughte  that  liis  herte  wolde  breke, 
Whan  he.  saugh  hem  so  pitous  an<l  so 
mat,  955 

That  whjlom  weren  of  so  greet  estat. 
And  in  his  amies  he  hem  alle  up  hcnte, 
And  hem  conforteth  in  ful  good  entente  ; 
And  swoor  his  ooth,    as  he  was  trewe 
knight,  (roi) 

He  wolde  doon  so  ferforthly  his  might  961 
Vp-on  the  tyraunt  Creon  hem  to  wreke, 
That  al  tlie  peple  of  Greee  sholde  speke 
How  Creon  was  of  Tlieseus  y-sei-\'ed. 
As  he  that  hadde  his  deeth  ful  wel  de- 
ser\ed.  96+ 

And  right  anoon,  with-outen  more  abood, 
His  baner  he  desplayeth,  and  forth  rooil 
To  Thebes-ward,  and  al  his  host  bisydc  ; 
No  neer  Athenes  wolde  he  go  ne  ryde, 
Ne  take  his  ese  fully  half  a  day,  ( i '  i ) 

But  onward  on  his  wey  that  night  ho  lay ; 
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And  sente  anoon  Ipolitathe  quene,      971 
And  Emelye  liir  yonge  siister  sliene, 
I'n-to  the  fomi  of  Atlienes  to  dwelle; 
And  forth   he    lit ;   ther  nis  namore  to 
telle. 
The  rede  statue  of  Mars,   with   sperc 
and  targe,  97? 

^<.>  shyueth  in  his  vhyte  haner  large, 
That  alle  the  feeldes  glitereu  np  and  doiin  ; 
And  hy  his  haner  horn  is  his  penonn  (120) 
Of  gold   ful  liche,    in   -which   ther   "vvas 

y-hete 
The  Miuotanr,  -SYhich  that  he  slongh  in 
Crete.  980 

Thus  rit  this  dnk,  thus  rit  this  conqueronr, 
And  in  his  host  of  chivalrye  the  flour, 
Til  that  he  cam  to  Thehes,  and  alighte 
Faire  in  a  feeld,  ther  as  ho  thoghte  fighte. 
But  shortly  for  to  speken  of  this  thing,  985 
"With  Creon.  which  that  vas  of  Tliebes 

king, 
'He  fanght,   and   slough  hun   manly  as 

a  knight 
In  pleyn  hataille,  and  imtte  the  folk  to 
flight ;  (130) 

And  by  assaut  he  -wan  the  citee  after, 
And  rente  adoun  hothe  "wal,  and  sparre, 
and  rafter ;  900 

And  to  the  ladyes  he  restored  agaj*n 
"The  1,'ones  of  hir  houshondes  that  were 

slayn, 
To  doon  obsequies,  as  was  tho  the  gyse. 
But  it  were  al  ti')  L^ng  for  to  devyse      994 
The  grete  clamour  and  the  waymentinge 
That  the  ladyes  made  at  the  brenninge 
Of  the  bodyes,  and  the  grete  honour 
That  Theseus,  the  noble  conquerour,  (140) 
'  Doth  to  the  ladyes,  whau  they  from  him 
wente  :  999 

'But  .shortly  for  to  telle  is  myn  entente. 
Whau  that  this  worthy  duk,  this  Theseus, 
Hath   Creon   shij'n.    and   wonne   Thebes 

thus, 
ttille  in  that  fceld  he  took  al  night  his 

reste, 
And   dide  Avith  al  the  contrec    as  him 
lestr-.  1004 

To  ransake  in  the  tas  of  bodj-es  dcde, 
Hein  for  to  strope  of  harneys  and  of  wede, 
•  The  iiilonrs  diden  bisinesse  and  cure. 
After  the  batiiille  and  disconfiture.     (150) 


And  so  bifel,  that  in  the  tas  they  founde, 
Thurgh-girt  with  many  a  grevons  blocly 

Avounde,  1010 

Two  .vonge  knightes  ligging  by  and  by, 
Bothe  in  oon  amies,  Avroght  ful  richely, 
Of  whiche  two,  Arcita  liiglit  that  oon. 
And  that  other  knight  hight  Palamon. 
Nat  fnlly  quike,  ne  fully  dede  they  were, 
But  liy  hir  cote-armures,  and  byhirgere. 
The  heraudes  knewe  hem  best  in  special, 
As  they  that  weren  of  the  blood  royal  (160) 
Of  Thebes,  and  of  sustren  two  y-born. 
Otit  of  the  tas  the  pilours  han  hem  torn, 
And  han    hem    caried  softe  tin-to    the 

tente  102 i 

Of  Theseus,  and  he  ful  sone  hem  sente 
To  Athenes,  to  dwellen  in  prisoun 
Perpetuelly,  he  nolde  no  raunsoun. 
And  whan  this  worthy  duk   hath  thus 

y-don,  1025 

He  took  his  host,  and  hoom  he  rood  anon 
"SMth  laurer  crowned  as  a  conqueronr  ; 
And   there    he   liveth,   in  joye  and    in 

honour,  (170) 

Terme  of  his  lyf;    what  nedeth  wordes 

mo? 
And  in  a  tour,  in  angwish  and  in  wo,  1030 
Dwellen  this  Palamoun  and  cek  Arcite, 
For   evermore,    ther   may  no   gold   hem 

qu;\-te. 
This  jiasseth  yeer  by  yeer,  and  day  ]fy 

day, 
Til  it  fil  ones,  in  a  morwe  of  M.ay, 
That  Emelye,  that  fairer  was  to  sene  1035 
Than  is  the  lilie  ui)on  his  stalke  grene. 
And  fressher  than  the  May  with  floures 

newe —  (179) 

For  Avith  the  rose  colour  str<x)f  hir  hcAve, 
I  noot  Avhich  was  tho  fairer  of  hem  two — 
Er  it  were  day,  as  was  liir  wonc  to  do, 
She  was  arisen,  and  al  redy  dight ;     104 1 
F<.>r  May  a\C)1  liaAC  no  slogardj'e  a-night. 
Tiif  sesouu  prikoth  every  gcntil  herte. 
And  maketh  him  out  of  his  sleep  to  stortc, 
And  seith,  '  Arj-s,  and  do  thyn  obset- 

Tauncc.'  (1S7)  1045 

This  maked  Emelye  have  remembraiince 
To  doon  honour  to  May,  and  for  to  ryse. 
Y-clothed  Avas  she  fresh,  for  to  dcAyse ; 
Hir  yelow  heer  Avas  brooded  in  a  tresse, 
Bihinde  hir  l.utk,  a  jerde  long,  I  gesse. 
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Alid  ill  the  gai-din,  at  the  Sonne  up-riste. 
She   walketh  up   and   d<mn,  and   as  hir 

Uste 
She  gadereth  floures,   party  whyte   and 

rede, 
To  make  a  sotil  gerland  for  hir  hede, 
And  as  an  anngel  hevenly  she  songf.    1055 
The  grete  tour,  that  was  so  thikke  and 

strong, 
Which  of  the  castel  was  the  chief  don- 

geonn,  ('S)9) 

(Ther-as  the  knightes  weron  in  prisoun. 
Of  Avhiche  I  tolde  j'ow,  and  tellen  shal) 
Was  e\-ene  joynant  to  the  gardin-wal,  1060 
Ther  as  this  Eraelye  hadde  hir  plej-inge. 
Bright  was  the  Sonne,    and    cleer  that 

morweninge. 
And  Palanion,  this  wofnl  i)risoner, 
As  was  his  wone,  hy  leve  of  his  gayler. 
Was  risen,  and  romed  in  a  chambre  on 

heigh,  1065 

In  which  he  al  the  noble  citee  seigh, 
And  eek  the  gardin,   ful   of  brannches 

grene,  (209) 

Ther-as  this  fresshe  Emelye  the  shene 
Was   in  hir   walk,    and   romed   up   and 

donn.  1069 

Tliis  sorwefal  prisoner,  this  Palamoun, 
Goth  in  the  chambre,  roniing  to  and  fro, 
And  to  him-self  compleyning  of  his  wo  ; 
That  he  was  born,  fnl  ofte  he  seyde,  '  alas  I ' 
And  So  bifel,  by  aventure  or  cas. 
That  thurgh  a  window,  thikke  of  many 

a  barre  1075 

Of  yren  greet,  and  square  as  any  sparre. 
He  caste  his  eye  upon  Emely.-i, 
And  tlier-with-al  he  blej-nte,  and  eryde 

'  a  ! '  (220) 

As  though   he   stongen  were   un-to  the 

herte.  1079 

And  with  that  cry  Arcite  anon  up-sterte, 
And    seyde,    'Cosin    myn,    what    eyleth 

thee, 
That  art  so  pale  and  deedly  on  to  see? 
'Why   crydestow';'    who   hath  thee  doou 

offence  ? 
For  Gotldes  love,  tak  al  in  pacience    1084 
Our  prisoun,  for  it  may  non  other  be  ; 
Fortune  hath  yeven  us  this  adversitee, 
Som  wikke  aspect  or  disi>osieioun 
Of  Satorne,  by  sum  constellaciotin,    (230) 


Hath  yeven  us  this,  al-though  we  hadde 

it  sworn  ; 
So  stood  the  heven  whan  that  we  were 

born  ;  1090 

We  moste  endure  it :  this  is  the  short  and 

pleyn.' 
This    Palamon    answerde,   and    seyde 

ngeyn, 
'  Cosyn,  for  sothe,  of  this  opinioun 
Thou  hast  a  veyn  imaginacioun. 
This  prison  caused  ine  nat  for  to  crye.  1095 
But    I   was   hurt   right  now  thurgh-out 

in5Tiye 
In-to  myn  herte,  that  wol  my  l»ane  be. 
The  fairnesse  of  that  lady  that  1  see  (240) 
Yond  in  the  gardin  romen  to  and  fro. 
Is  cause  of  al  my  crying  and  my  wo.   iioo 
I  noot  wher  she  be  womman  or  goddesse ; 
But  Venus  is  it,  soothly,  as  I  gesse,' 
And  ther-with-al  on  knees  doun  he  fil,  . 
And  seyde  :  '  Venus,  if  it  be  thy  wil 
Yow inthis  gardin  thus  to  transfigure  1 105 
Bifore  me,  sorweful  wrecche  creature. 
Out  of  this  prisoun  help  that   we  may 

scapen. 
And  if  so  be  my  destinee  be  shapen    (250} 
By  eterne  word  to  dyen  in  iirisoun. 
Of  our  linage  have  som  compassioun,  1 1 10 
That  is  so  lowe  y-broght  by  tirannye.' 
And  with  that  word  Arcite  gan  espye 
Wher-as  this  lady  romed  to  and  fro. 
And  with  that  sighte  hir  beautee  hurte 

him  so,  1 1 14 

That,  if  that  Palamon  was  wounded  sore, 
Arcite  is  hurt  as  muehe  as  he,  or  more. 
And  with  a  sigh  he  seyde  pitously  :     (259) 
'  The  fresshe  beautee  sleeth  me  sodeynly 
Of  hir  that  rometh  in  the  yonder  place  ; 
And,  but  I  have  hir  mercy  and  hir  grace. 
That  I  may  seen  hir  atte  leeste  weye,  1121 
I  nam  but  deed  ;  ther  nis  namore  to  seye." 
Tliis   Palamon,    whan    he   tho   wordes 

herde, 
Dispitously  he  loked.  and  answerde  : 
'  Whether  seistow  this   in   ernest    or  in 

pley  ?  '  1 12^< 

'Nay,'  quod  Arcite,   'iu  ernest,  by  my 

fey! 
God  help  me  so,  me  list  ful  yvele  pleye,' 
This  Palamon  gan   knitte   his  browes 

tweye :  (270) 


434 


ZU  %ni^(>ttB  Zcik. 


[t,  1131-1216. 


'  It  noi-e,"   qnod    lie,    '  to   thoe   no   arrest 

honovir 
For  to  be  fills,  ne  for  to  be  traytour     1 130 
To  me,  that  am  thy  cosin  and  thy  brother 
Y-swoni  ful  depc,  and  ech  of  us  til  other. 
That  never,  for  to  dyen  in  the  peyne, 
Til  that  the  deeth  departe  shal  us  tweyne. 
Neither  of  us  in  love  to  hindren  other,  1 135 
Ne  in  non  other  cas,  my  leve  brother ; 
Bnt  that  thou  sholdesttrewely  forthrenme 
In  evei-y  cas,  and  I  shal  forthren  thee.  (280) 
This  wa.s  thynootli,  and  mjTialso,  certeyn ; 
T  wot  right  wel,  thon  darst  it  natwithseyn. 
Thus  artow  of  my  counseil,  out  of  doute. 
And  now  thou  woldest  falsly  been  aboute 
To  love  my  lady,  whom  I  love  and  ser\-e. 
And  ever  shal,  til  that  mjTi  herte  sterve. 
Now  certes,  fals  Arcite,  thou  shalt  nat  so. 
I  loved  hir  first,  and  tolde  thee  my  wo  1 146 
As  to  my  counseil,  and  my  brother  sworn 
T')  forthre  nie,  as  I  have  told  biforn.  (290) 
For  which  thou  art  y-bounden  as  .T.  knight 
To  helpeu  me,  if  it  lay  in  thy  might,  1150 
Or  elles  artow  fals,  I  darwel  sej-n.' 

This  Arcite  ful  prottdly  spak  ageyn, 
'  Thou   shalt,'   quod   he,    '  be  rather  fals 

than  I ; 
But  thou  art  fals,  I  telle  thee  utterly  ; 
For jxf/'  fiiiumrlloyed  hir  first er  thow.  1 155 
What  wiltow  seyn  ?  thou  wistest  nat  j'et 

now 
Whether  she  be  a  woniman  or  goddesse  ! 
Thyn  is  affeccioun  of  holinesse,  (300) 

And  myn  is  love,  as  to  a  creature  ; 
For  which  I  tolde  thee  myn  aventurc  1 160 
As  to  my  cosin,  and  my  brother  sworn, 
T  pose,  that  thou  lovedest  hir  biforn  ; 
Wostow  nat  wel  the  olde  clerkes  sawe, 
That  "  who  shal  ycvc  a  lover  any  lawe?  '' 
Love  is  a  gretter  lawe,  by  my  pan,       1 165 
Than  may  be  yeve  to  any  erthly  man. 
And  therefore    positif  lawe    and    swich 

decree 
Is  broke  al-day  for  love,  in  ech  degree.  (310) 
A  man  m.oot  nedes  love,  inaugree  his  heed. 
He  may  nat  fleen  it,  thogh  he  slioldn  be 

deed,  1 1 70 

Al  be  she  mayde,  or  widwe,  or  ollcs  wyf. 
And  eck  it  is  nat  lykly,  al  thy  lyf, 
To  stonden  in  hir  grace  ;  namorc  shal  I ; 
For  wel  thou  woost  thy-selven.  verraily, 


That  thou  and  I  be  dampned  to  prisoun 
Pei-petuelly  ;  us  gayneth  no  ratinsoun. 
We  stryve  as  dide  the  houndes  for  the 

boon,  1177 

Theyfoughte  al  day,  and  yet  hir  partwag 

noon ;  1320) 

Tlier  cam  a  kyte,  whyl  that  they  were 

wrothe. 
And   bar    awey   the   Ijoon    bitwise   hem 

botho.  II  So 

And  therfore,  at  the  kinges   court,    niy 

brother, 
Ech  man  for  him-self.  ther  i.s  non  other. 
Love  if  thee  list ;  for  I  love  and  ay  shal  ; 
And  soothly,  leve  brother,  this  is  al. 
Here  in  this  prisoun  mote  we  endure,  11S5 
And  everich  of  us  take  his  aventnro.' 
Greet  was  the  stryf  and  long  bitwixo 

hem  tw'eye. 
If  that  I  hadde  leyser  for  to  seye  ;       (330) 
But  to  th'effect.     It  hapijed  on  a  day, 
(To  telle  it  yow  as  shortly  as  I  may)    1 190 
A  worthy  duk  that  highte  Pei'otheus, 
That  ftdawe  was  un-to  duk  Theseus 
Sin  thilkc  day  that  thej-  were  children 

lyte. 

Was  come  to  Athenes,  his  felawo  to  visste, 
And  for  to  pleye,  as  he  was  wont  to  do, 
For  in  this  world  he  loved  no  man  so  :  1 196 
And  he  loved  him  as  tendrely  ageyn. 
So  wel  they  loved,  as  olde  bokes  seyn,  (340) 
That  whan  that  oon  was  deed,  sothly  to 

telle. 
His  felawc  wente  and  soghte  him  doun  in 

hcUe ;  120.) 

Bnt  of  that  story  list  me  nat  to  wryte. 
Duk  Perotheus  loved  wel  Arcite, 
And  hadde  him  knowe  at  Thebes  yeer  Ijy 

yere ; 
And  fynally,  at  reqiieste  ami  preyere  1204 
Of  Perotheus,  wlth-oute  any  raunsoun, 
Duk  Theseus  him  leet  out  of  prisoun, 
Freely  to  goon,  wlier  that  him  liste  over-al. 
In  swich  a  gyse,  as  I  youtellen  shal.  1350) 
This  w^as  the  forwaifl,  pleynly  for  t'en« 

•lyte, 
Bitwixen  Theseus  and  him  Arcite  :      12 10 
That  if  so  wore,  that  Arcite  were  j'-founilo 
Ever  in  his  lyf,  by  day  or  night  or  stoundo 
In  any  contrec  of  this  Theseus, 
And  he  were  caught,  it  was  acorded  thug, 
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That  -with   a   swertl   he   sholile  lese  his 

heed ;  '  1J15 

Ther  nas  non  otlier  reniodyo  110  reed, 
Buttaketli  liis  leve,  and  honiward  he  him 

spedde ;  (359) 

Let  him  be  war,  liis  nekkfi  lytli  to  wedde  ! 

How  greet  a  sorwe  sxift'reth  now  Arcite  ! 

The  deeth  he   feleth    thvirgh   his  herte 

smyte ;  1220 

He  wejieth,  wayleth,  crjeth  pitously ; 
To  sleen  him-self  he  waj-teth  privcly. 
He  seyde, '  Alias  tliat  day  that  I  was  born ! 
Now  is  my  prison  worse  than  biforn  ; 
Now  is  me  shape  eternally  to  dwelle    1225 
Noght  in  pnrgatorie,  but  in  helle. 
Alias  !  that  ever  knew  I  Perotheus  ! 
For  elles  hadde  I  dwelled  with  Theseus 
Y-fetered  in  his  prisoun  ever-mo.         (371) 
Than  hadde  I  been  in  blisse,  and  nat  iai  wo. 
Only  the  sighte  of  liir,  whom  that  I  serve. 
Though  that  I  neverhir  grace  may  desei"s-e, 
Wolde  ban  suffised  right  j--nough  for  me. 
O  dere  cosin  Palamon,'  quod  he, 
'  Thyn  is  the  victorie  of  this  aventure,  1235 
Ful  blisfuUy  in  prison  maistow  diu-e  ; 
In  prison  ?  certes  nay,  but  in  paradys  ! 
"Wei  hath  fortwne  y-tumed  thee  the  dys, 
That  hast  tlie  sighte  of  hir,  and  I  th'ab- 

sence.  •  (381)  1239 

For  possible  is,  sin  thou  hast  hir  presence, 
And  art  a  knight,  a  worthy  and  an  able, 
That  by  som  cas,  sin  fortune  is  chaunge-\ 

able, 
Thou mayst  to  thy  desyr  som-tjrmc  atteyne. 
But  I,  that  am  exyled,  and  bareyne 
Of  alle  grace,  and  in  so  greet  dcspeir,  1245 
That  ther  riis  erthe,  water,  fjT,  ne  eir, 
Ne  creature,  that  of  hem  makod  is, 
That  may  me  lielpe  or  doon  contort  in  this: 
Wei  oughte  I  sterve  in  wanhope  and  dis- 

tresse ;  (391) 

Farwel  my  lyf,  my  lust,  and  my  gladnesse ! 
Alias,  wliy  plcynen  lolk  so  in  comnmne 
Of  purveyaunce  of  God,  or  of  fortune. 
That  yevetli  heni  ful  ofte  in  many  a  gyse 
Wei  bettre  than  they  can  hem-self  devyse  ? 
Som  man  dcsyrcth  for  to  lian  richesse,  1255 
That  cause  is  of  liis  mordre  or  greet  sik- 

nesse. 
And  som  man  wolde  out  of  his  prison  fayn , 
That  in  his  hous  is  of  his  meynee  slayn. 


I 


Infinite  harmes  been  in  this  matere ;  (401) 
We  witen  nat  what  thing  we  preyen  here. 
AVe   faren   as   lie    that    dronko  is   as  a 

inous :  1261 

A  dronkc  man  wot  wel  he  hath  an  lious, 
But  he  noot  which  the  righte  wey  is  tliider ; 
And  to  a  dronke  man  the  wey  is  slider. 
And  certes,  in  this  world  so  faren  we  ; 
We  seken  faste  after  felicitee,  1266 

But  we  goon  •wTong  ful  often,  trewely. 
Thus  may  we  seyen  alle,  and  namely  I,  ('4  lo) 
Tliat  wende  and  hadde  a  gpreet  opinioun, 
That,  if  I  mighto  escapen  from  prisoun, 
Thau  liaddo  I   l)een   in  joye  and   perfit 

liele,  1271 

Ther  now  I  am  exyled  Iro  my  wele. 
Sin  that  I  may  nat  seen  yow,  Emelye, 
I  nam  but  deed  ;  tlier  nis  no  remedye.' 

Up-on  that  other  sydc  Palamon,       1275 
Whan  that  lie  wiste  Arcite  was  agon, 
Swich  sorwe  he  maketh,  that  the  grete 

tour 
Resouneth  of  his  youling  and  clamour. 
The  pure  fettres  on  his  shines  grete   (421) 
Weren  of  his  bittre  salte  teres  wete.    1280 
'  Alias  ! '  quod  he,  '  Arcita,  cosin  myn, 
Of  al  our  stryf,  God  woot,  the  fruyt  is  thyn. 
Thow  walkest  now  in  Thebes  at  thy  large, 
And  of  my  wo  thou  j'evest  litel  charge. 
Thou  mayst,  sin  thou  hast  wisdom  and 

manliede,  1285 

Assemblcn  alle  the  folk  of  our  kinrede, 
And  make  a  weri-e  so  sharp  on  this  citeo, 
That  by  som  aventure,  or  som  trctee. 
Thou  mayst  have  liir  to  lady  and  to  wyf, 
For  whom  that  I  fmot  nedes  leso  my  lyf. 
For,  as  by  wej- of  possibilitee,      (433)  1291 
Sith  thou  art  at  thy  large,  of  prison  free, 
And  art  a  lord,  greet  is  thyn  avauntage, 
More  than  is  myn,  that  sterve  here  in  a 

cage.  1294 

For  I  mot  wepe  and  wayle,  whyl  I  live, 
With  al  the  wo  that  prison  may  me  yive. 
And  eek  with  peyne  that  love  me  yivetli 

also,  (439) 

That  doubleth  al  my  torment  and  my  wo.' 
Ther-with  the  lyr  of  jelousyc  up-stertc 
With-inno  his  brest,  and  hente  him  by 

the  herte  •  1300 

So  woodly,  that  he  lyk  was  to  hiholde 
The  box-tree,  or  the  asshen  dede  and  colde, 
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Tho  seyde  he  :     '  C>   cru'?!    god'ies.    that 

govcrne 
This  -vvorhl  with   liimling  of  yoitr  word 

cterne, 
And  wiy-ton  in  the  table  of  athamaunt  1,^05 
Your  i«rlement,  and  yonr  eterne  grannt, 
"Wtat  is  mankinde  more  iin-to  yow  holde 
Than  is  the  sheep,  that  rouketh  in  tho 

foUle  ?  (450) 

For  shiyn  is  man  right  as  another  heste, 
And  dwelleth  cek  in  prison  and  areste, 
And  hath  siknesse,  and  greet  adversitee, 
And  ofte  tymes  giltelees,  pardce  !         1312 
What  governaunce  is  in  this  prescience, 
That  giltelees  tormenteth  innocence? 
And  yet  encreseth  this  al  my  penannce. 
That  man  is  boiinden  to  his  observannce, 
For  Goddes  sake,  to  letteii  of  his  wille, 
Ther  as  a  beest  may  al  his  lust  fulfille.  (460 1 
And  whan  a  beest  is  deed,  he  hath  no 

I)eyne ; 
But  man  after  his  deeth  moot  wepe  and 

pleyne,  1320 

Thonjjh  in  this  world  he  have  care  and  wo: 
A^'ith-outen  doute  it  may  stonden  so. 
Th'  answere  of  this  I  lete  to  divynis, 
But  wel  I  woot,  that  in  this  world  gret 

pyne  is. 
Alias !  I  see  a  serpent  or  a  theef,  1325 

That  many  a  trewe  man  hath  doou  mes- 

cheef, 
Goon  at  his  large,  and  wher  him  list  may 

tume.  (469) 

But  I  mot  been  in  ijrison  thurgh  Saturne, 
Andeekthurgh .Juno,  jalous  and  eek  wood, 
That  hath  destroyed  wel  ny  al  the  blood 
Of  Thebes,  with  his  v/aste  walles  wyde. 
And  Venus  sleeth  me  on  that  other  syde 
For  jelousye,  and  fere  of  him  Arcite.' 

Now  wol  I  stinte  of  Palamon  a  lji:e, 
And  lete  him  in  his  prison  stille  dwelle. 
And  of  Arcita  forth  I  wol  yow  telle.     1336 
The  somer  passeth,   and    the    nightes 

longe  (479; 

Encresen  double  wyse  the  pej-nes  stronge 
Bothe  of  the  lovere  and  the  prisoner. 
I  no<^t  which  hath  the  wofallere  mester. 
For  shortly  for  to  seyn,  this  Palamoun 
I'erpetiielly  is  danipned  to  i)risoun,     1342 
In  cheynes  and  in  fettres  to  ben  deed  ; 
And  Arcite  is  exj-led  upon  his  heed 


For  ever-mo  as  out  of  that  contree,      1345 
Ne  never-mo  he  shal  his  lady  see. 

Yow  loveres  axe  I  now  this  qnestionn, 
Who  hath  the  worse.  Arcite  or  Palamoun  ? 
That  oon  may  seen  his  lady  day  Ijy  day, 
Bi\t  in  jirison  he  moot  dwelle  alway.  1350 
That  other  wher  him  list  may  ryde  or  go, 
But  seen  his  lady  shal  he  never-mo.  (494) 
Now  demeth  as  yow  liste,  ye  that  can. 
For  I  wol  telle  forth  as  I  bigaii. 
Explicit  prima  Pars. 
Sequitur  pars  secunda. 

Whan  that  Arcite  to  Thebes  comen  was, 
Fill  ofte  a  day  he  swelte  and  seyde  '  alias,' 
For  seen  his  lady  shal  he  never-mo.  1357 
And  shortly  to  concluden  al  his  wo,  (500) 
So  niuche  sorwe  had  ne\er  creature 
That  is,  or  shal,  wli\-l  tliat  the  world  may 

dure.  1360 

His  sleep,  his  n^iete,  his  drink  is  him  biraft. 
That  lene  he  wex,  and  drye  as  is  a  shaft. 
His  eyen  hoi  we,  and  grisly  to  biholde  : 
His  hewe  falwe,  and  pale  as  asshen  colde, 
And  solitarie  he  was,  and  ever  allone,  1365 
And  wailling  al  the  night,   making  his 

mone. 
And  if  he  herde  song  or  instrument. 
Then  wolde  he  wepe,  he  mighte  uat  be 

stent ;  (510) 

So    feble    eek   were   his    spirits,   and   60 
,        lowe,  1369 

And  cliaunged  so,that  no  man  coude  knowe 
His  speche  nor  his  vois,  though  men  it 

herde. 
And  in  his  gere,  for  al  the  world  he  ferde 
^Nat  oonly  lyk  the  loveres  maladye 
Of  Hereos,  but  rather  Ijk  manj-e 
Engendred  of  humour  malencolyk,      1375 
Biforen,  in  his  celle  fantastyk. 
And  shortly,  tiu-ned  was  al  up-so-douu 
Bothe  habit  and  eek  disposicioun        (520) 
Of  him,  ibis  woful  lovere  daun  Arcite. 

AVliat  sholde  I  al-day  of  liis  wo  eudyte? 
Whau  he  endured  hadde  a  yeer  or  two 
Tliiscmeltorment,  and  thispejTie  and  wo, 
At  Thebes,  in  his  contree,  as  I  seyde, 
I'p-on  a  night,  in  sleep  as  he  him  leyde, 
Him  tlioughte  how  that  the  winged  god 

Mercuric  1383 

Biforn him  stood,  and  bad  himtobe  mnrye. 
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His  slepy  yerde  in  hond  lie  bar  tipriglito  ; 
An  hat  he  werede  tip-on  liis  heres  brighto. 
Arrayed  was  tliis  ^<>i\  (us  he  t<><ik  keei>) 
As  he  was  wlian  that  Argiis  took  his  sleep ; 
And  seydo  liim  thus  :  '  T'  Ath^ni-s  shaltovi 
wende  ;  (533)  1591 

Ther  is  thee  sliapen  of  thy  wo  an  ende.' 
And  with  t  hat  word  Arcite  wook  and  ste  i-t  e. 
'  Now  tiewely,  how  sore  that  mo  smerto,' 
Qaod  he,  't' Ath^nes  right  now  wol  I  Hire  ; 
Ne  for  the  drede  of  deeth  slial  I  njvt  spare 
To  see  my  lady,  that  I  love  and  serve  ; 
In  hir  presence  I  recche  nat  to  sterve.'  ^540) 
And  with  that  word  lie  canghte  a  greet 
mironr,  1399 

And  sangh  that  chawngeil  was  al  his  colour. 
And  sangh  his  visage  al  in  another  kinde. 
And  right  anoon  it  ran  him  in  his  minde, 
That,  sitli  liis  face  was  so  dislignred 
Of  maladye,  the  which  he  hatlde  endured. 
He  mighte  wel,  if  that  he  har  him  lowe, 
Live  in  Ath^nes  ever-more  unkuowe,  1406 
And  seen  his  lady  wel  ny  day  liy  iIhv. 
And  right  anon  he  chauuged  his  array, 
And  cladde  him  as  a  povre  lalwrer,     C551) 
And  al  allone,  save  oonly  a  squyer,      1410 
That  knew  his  privetee  ami  al  his  cas, 
Which  was  disgysed  povrely,  as  he  was, 
T'  Atlienes  is  he  goon  the  nexte  way. 
And  to  the  court  he  wente  up-on  a  day. 
And  at  the  gate  he  profreth  his  servyse. 
To  dnigge  and  drawe,  what  so  men  wol 
devyse.  14 16 

And  shortly  of  this  matere  tor  to  sejm, 
He  fil  in  office  with  a  chamberleyn,    C560) 
The  which  that  dwelling  waswitli  Emelye; 
For  he  was  w-ys,  and  coude  soon  aspj'e  1420 
Of  every  ser\-aunt,   which  that  serveth 

here. 
Wel  coixde  he  hewen  wode,  and  water  l)ere, 
For  he  was  youg  and  mighty  for  tlie  nones. 
And  ther-to  he  was  strong  and  big  of  bones 
To  doon  that  any  wight  can  him  devyse. 
A  yeer  or  two  he  was  in  this  servyse, 
Page  of  the  chambre  of  Emelye  the  brighte  ; 
And  •  Philostrat+j '  he  seide  that  he  highte. 
But  half  so  wel  biloved  a  man  as  he   '571) 
Ne  was  ther  never  in  court,  of  his  degree ; 
He  was  so  gentil  of  condicioun,  1431 

That  thurghout  al  the  court  was  his  re- 
noun. 


They  seyden,  that  it  wero  a  charite^ 
That  Thoscus  wolde  enhauncen  his  degree, 
An<l  putten  him  in  worshipful  servyse, 
Ther  as  he  mighto  his  vcrtu  excercyse. 
And  thus,  with-inne  a  whyle,  his  name  is 

spronge  1437 

Bothe  of  his  dedes,  and  his  goodo  tonge, 
That  Theseus  hath  taken  hin'i  so  neer  C581) 
That  of  hischambre  he  made  him  a  s<^iuycr, 
And  yaf  him  goM  to  mayiitene  liis  degree  ; 
And  eek   men   broghte   him  out  of  his 

contree 
From  yeer  to  yeer,  fnl  prively,  liis  rente  ; 
But  honestly  and  slyly  he  it  sjiente. 
That  no  man  wondred   how  that  he   it 

hadde.  1445 

And  three  yeer  in  this  wj'se  his  l3ff  lie 

ladde. 
And  bar  him  so  in  pees  and  eek  in  werre, 
Ther  nasno  man  that  Theseus  hath  derre. 
And  in  this  blisse  letc  I  now  Arcite,  (591) 
And  speke  I  wol  of  Palamon  a  lyte.  1450 
In  derknesse  and  horrible  and  strong 

prisoun 
This  seven  yeer  hath  seten  Palamoun, 
Forpyned,  what  for  wo  and  fi.>r  distresse  ; 
Who  feleth  double  soor  and  hcvinesse 
But  Palamon '?  that  love  destreyneth  so, 
That  wood  out  of  his  wit  he  gooth  for  wo ; 
And  eek  therto  he  is  a  prisoner  1457 

Periiotuelly,  noght  oonly  for  a  yeer.    (600) 
Who  coude  ryme  in  English  proprely 
His  martirdom?  for  sothe,  it  am  nat  I ; 
Therefore  I  jiasse  as  lightly  as  I  may. 

It  fel  that  in  the  seventhe  j-eer,  in  May, 
The  thridde  night,  /as  olde  bokes  sej-n. 
That  al  this  stoi-ie  tellen  more  plejni.) 
Were  it  by  aventurc  or  destinee,  1465 

CAs,  whan  a  thing  is  sliapen,  it  shal  be.) 
That,  sone  after  the  midnight,  Palamoun, 
By  helping  of  a  freend,  brak  his  prisoun, 
.Vnd  fleeth  the  citee,  faste  as  he  may  go  ; 
For  ho  hail  yive  his  gayler  drinke  so  1470 
Of  a  clarree,  maad  of  a  certe3-n  wyn,  (613) 
With  nercotikes  ami  opie  of  Thebes  fyn, 
That  al  that  night,  thogh  that  men  wolde 

him  shake, 
The  gayler  sleep,  he  mighte  nat  awake  ; 
And  thus  he  fleeth  as  faste  as  ever  he 

may.  1475 

The  night  was  short,  and  faste  by  the  day, 
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Tliat  nedes-cost  lieuiosteliim-sehen Lyde, 
.Vncl  til  a  grove,  I'aste  ther  besyde.  (6jo) 
AN'ith   dredliil  I'cn.t  than  stalketli   Pala- 

inouii. 
For  shortly,  this  was  his  opinioiiii.       1480 
That  iu  that  grovo  he  wolle  him  hydc  al 

day, 
And  in  the  night  than  wolde  he  take  his 

■way 
To  Thebes-ward,  his  freendes  for  to  jireye 
On  Ji'heseus  to  helpe  hiin  to  werreye  : 
And  shortly,  outlier  he  wolde  lese  his  l\"f. 
Or  winnen  Emelye  tin-to  his  wyf ;       i486 
This  is  th'effect  and  his  entente  plejTQ. 

Now  wol  I  torne  un-to  Arcite  ageyn,  (6,<o) 
That   litel   wiste   how   iiy   that   was   his 

care, 
Til  that  fortune  had  broght  him  iu  the 

snare.  .  1490 

The  bisy  larke,  messager  of  day. 
Salutth  in  hir  song  the  niorwe  gray  : 
And  i'yry  Phebus  ryseth  up  so  l)righte, 
That  al  the  orient  laughcth  of  the  lighte, 
And  with  his  strenies  dryeth  in  the  greves 
Tlie  sih-er  dropes,  hanging  on  the  leves. 
And  Arcite,  that  is  iu  the  court  royal 
With  Theseus,  his  squyer  priiicipal,  (640) 
Is  risen,  and  loketh  on  the  myrie  day. 
And,  for  to  doon  his  observaunce  to  May, 
Eemembring  on  the  2ioynt  of  his  desyr, 
He  on  a  courser,  sterting  as  the  fyr,    1502 
Is  riden  in-to  the  feeldes,  him  to  pleye. 
Out  of  the  court,  were  it  a  mylo  or  twcye  ; 
And  to  the  grove,  of  which  that  I  yow 

tolde,  1505 

B.\'  aveuture,  his  wey  he  gan  to  holde, 
To  maken  him  a  gerland  pf  the  greves, 
Were  it  of  wodebinde  or  ha'wethorn-leves. 
And  loude  he  song  ageyn  the  sonue  shene  : 
'  51a J-,  with  alle  thj-  floures  anil  thy  grene, 
■\Vel-come  be  thou,  faire  fresshe  May,  1511 
I  hope  that  I  som  grene  gete  may.'    (654) 
And  from  his  courser,  with  a  lusty  herte, 
lu-to  the  grove  ful  hastily  he  sterte. 
And  in  a  i)ath  he  romoth  up  and  doun. 
Ther-as,  by  aventure,  this  Palamoun  1516 
"Was  in  a  bush,  that  no  man  mights  him 

see, 
For  sore  afered  of  his  deeth  was  he.    (660) 
No-thiiig  lie  knew  he  that  it  was  Arcite  : 
God  wot  he  wolde  have  trowed  it  ful  Ivte. 


But  sooth  is  seyd,  gon  sithen  many  yeres, 
That  '  feeld  hath  eyen,  and  the  wode  hath 

eras.'  1522 

It  is  ful  fair  a  man  to  bere  him  evene, 
For  al-day  meteth  men  at  unset  stevene. 
i\il  litel  woot  Arcite  of  his  felawe,       1525 
That  was  so  ny  to  herknen  al  his  sawe, 
For  in  the  bush  he  sitteth  now  ful  stille. 
Whan  that  Arcite  had  romed  al  his  fille, 
And  songen  al  the  roundel  lustilj',      (671) 
In-to  a  stutlie  he  fil  sodeynly,  1530 

As  doon  thiseloveres  in  hir  queynte  geres. 
Now  in  the  croppe,  now  doun  in  the  breres, 
Now  up,  now  doun.  as  boket  in  a  welle. 
Right  as  the  Friday,  soothly  for  to  telle, 
Now  it  shyneth,  now  it  reyiieth  faste,    1535 
Right  so  can  ger\-  Venus  overcaste 
The  hertes  of  liii-  folk  ;  right  as  hir  day 
Is  gerful,  right  so  chaungcth  she  array. 
Selde  is  the  Friday  al  the  ^vyke  y-)yke. 
Whan  that  Arcite  had  songe,  he  gan  to 

syke,  (682)  1540 

And  sette  him  doun  with-outenanj-  more  : 
'  Alas ! '  quod  he, '  that  daj-  that  I  was  bore  1 
How  longe,  Jnno,  thurgh  thy  crueltee, 
'\^'oltow  werreyen  Thebes  the  citee? 
Alias  !  y-broght  is  to  confusioun  1545 

The  blood  ro3-al  of  Cadme  and  Amphioun  ; 
Of  Cadmus,   which   that  was  the   firsti; 

man  (689; 

That  Thebes  bulte,  or  first  the  toun  bigan, 
And  of  the  citee  first  was  crouned  king, 
Of  his  linage  am  I,  and  his  of-spring  1550 
By  verray  ligne,  as  of  the  stok  royal : 
And  now  I  am  so  caitif  and  so  tlu-al, 
That  he,  tliat  is  my  mortal  enemy, 
I  serve  him  as  his  squyer  povrely.        1554 
And  3'et  doth  Juno  me  wel  more  shame, 
For  I  dar  iioglit  biknowe  myii  ov.iie  name  ; 
But  ther-as  I  was  wont  to  highte  Arcite, 
Now  highte  I  Philostrate,  noght  worth  a 

myte.  (700) 

Alias!  tliou  felle  Mai's,  alias !  Juno,    1559 
Thus  hath  yonr  ire  t>ur  kinrodo  al  fordo, 
Save  only  me,  and  \\Tecched  Palamoun, 
That  Theseus  mjirtjreth  in  prisoun. 
And  over  al  this,  to  sleen  me  titterly, 
J^iOve  hath  his  fyiy  dart  so  brenningly 
r  Y-stiked  thurgh  my  (rewe  careful  herte, 
,  That  shapeu  was  my  deeth  erst  than  my 
^       sherte.  1566 
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Ye  sleeu  mc  with  your  eyon,  Einelyc  ; 
Ye  been  the  cause  wherfor  that  I  dye.  (710) 
Ot'al  the  roiucniiiit  nf  niyii  other  care 
Ke  sette  I  mit  the  mouutiiuuce  of  a  tan-. 
.So  that  I  coude  don  aufjht  to  joiir  jile- 
saunce!'  1571 

Aud  with  that  word   he   lil    domi    in  a 

'traunee 
A  longe  tyme  ;  and  after  he  itp-sterte. 
This    rahinumu,   that    thoughte    that 
thiirgh  his  herte  (716)  1574 

He  felte  a  cokl  swerd  sodeyuliche  glyde, 
For  ire  he  qiiook,  110  leuger  wokie  he  byde. 
Aud  whau  that  he  had  lierd  Arcites  tale, 
As  he  were  wood,  with  face  deed  and  pale. 
He  sterte  him  xiy  out  of  the  buskes  thikke, 
And  seyde  :  '  Arcite,  false  tniitour  wikke, 
Now  artow  hent,  that  lovest  m\-  ladj'  so, 
i'c>r  whom  that  I  have  al  this  i>eyno  aud 
wo,  138-' 

And  art  my  blood,  and  to  my  counseil 

sworn, 
As  I  fi\l  ofto  have  told  thee  heei-biforn. 
And  hast  by-japed  here  duk  Theseus,  1585 
And  falsly  chaunged  hast  thy  name  thus ; 
I  wol  be  deed,  or  elles  thou  shalt  dye. 
Thou  shalt  nat  love  mj-  lady  Emelye,  (730) 
But  I  wol  love  hir  only,  and  naiuo  ; 
l''ur  I  am  Palamoun,  thy  mortal  i'o.     151)0 
And  though  that  I  no  wepne  have  in  this 

jilace. 
But  out  of  prison  am  astert  by  grace, 
1  ihede  noght  that  outher  thou  shalt  ilj-e, 
Or  thou  ne  shalt  nat  loven  Emelj'o. 
Chees  which  thou  wilt,  for  thou  shalt  nat 
asterte.'  1595 

This  Arcite,  with  ful  des^iitous  herte, 
AN'han  he  him  kne>s',  and  hadde  his  talc 

herd. 

As  fiers  as  leoun,  pulled  out  a  swerd,  (740) 

And  seyde  thus  :  '  by  God  that  sit  above, 

Kere  it  that  thou  art  sik,  and  wood  for  love, 

And  eek  that  thou  no  wepne  hast  in  this 

place,  lOoi 

Thou  sholdest  never  out  of  this  grove  pace. 

That  thou  ne  sholdest  dj-en  of  myn  hond. 

For  I  defj-e  the  seurtee  and  the  bond 

AVhich  that  thou  seyst  that  I  have  maad 

to  thee.  1605 

\\'hat,  verray  fool,  tliink  wel  that  love  is 

free,  (748; 


And  I  wol  love  hir,  maugre  al  thj-  might  t 
But,  foras  muche  thou  art  a  worthy  knight, 
And  V  ilnest  to  darrcyne  hir  I)y  batayle. 
Have  heer  iny  trouthe,  to-morwe  I  wol 

nat  fayle,  i6ia 

With-outeu  witing  of  any  other  wight, 
That  here  I  wol  be  Iminden  as  a  knight. 
Aud  bringen  hanieys  right  y-nough  for 

thee  ; 
And  c^hees  the  beste,  and  leve  the  worste 

for  mc. 
And  meto  and  drinke  this'  night  wol  I 

bringe  1615 

Y-nough  for  thee,    and   clothes   for   thy 

beddiiige.  (758; 

And,  if  So  be  that  thou  my  lady  winne. 
Anil  slee  mo  in  this  woile  ther  I  am  inne, 
Tliou  luayst  wel  ha\e  thj-  lad.v.  as  for  me.' 
This  Palamon   answerde  :     '  I  graunte  it 

thee.'  i6jo 

And  thus  they  been  dei)ai-ted  til  a-morwe, 
A\1ien  ech  of  hem  hail  lej-il  his  feith  to 

borwe. 
O  Cui)iilo,  out  of  alle  charitee  I 
O  regne,  that  wolt  no  felawe  have  with 

thee : 
Ful  sooth  is  seyd,  that  love  ne  lordshipc 
AVol  noght,  his  thankes,  have  no  felawe- 

shipe ;  1626 

Wel  finden  that  Arcite  and  Palamoun. 
Arcite  is  riden  anon  un-to  the  toun,  1770' 
And   on   the   morwe.    er   it   were    daj'et 

light, 
Ful  privcly  twohju'ni-yshathhedight.  lO^u 
Botlie  suflisaunt  and  mete  to  darreyne 
The   bataille    in    the   feeld    bitwix   hem 

twejiie. 
Anil  on  his  hors.  alloue  as  lie  was  born, 
He  carieth  al  this  barneys  him  bifom  ; 
And  in  the  grove,  at  tyme  and  place  j'-set, 
Tliis  Arcite  and  this  Palamon  Ix-n  met. 
Tho  chaungen  gan  the  colour  in  hir  face ; 
Kight  as  the  hunter  in  the  regne  of  Trace, 
That  stondeth  at  the  giippe  with  a  spere, 
Whan  hunted  is  the  leoun  or  the  here. 
And  hereth  him  come  russhing  in  the 

greves,  (78,<     1041 

And  breketh  botlie  bowes  and  the  loves. 
And  thinketh,  'heer  comet h  my  mortel 

enemy, 
With-oute  faile,  he  moot  be  deed,  or  I ; 
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For  outlier  I  mot  sleeii  him  at  the  gappe, 
Or  he  mot  sleen  me,  if  that  me  mishaiipe  :' 
So    fordeu    they,    in    chauiiging   of   hir 

he  wo,  1047 

As  for  as  everich  of  hem  other  kiiewe.  (790) 
Ther  iias  no  good  day,  ne  no  sahiing ; 
But  st  reight ,  with-outen  ■word  or  rehersing, 
Evei-ieh  of  liem  halp  for  to  armen  otlier, 
As  freendly  as  he  were  his  owne  bi'other  ; 
And  after  that,  with  shai-pe  speres  stronge 
They  foynen  ecli  at  other  wonder  longe. 
Thou  mightest  wene  that  this  Palamoun 
In  his  fighting  were  a  wood  leoun,      1656 
And  as  a  cmel  tygre  was  Arcite  : 
As  wikle  bores  gonne  they  to  smyte,  (8ooj 
Tliat    frothen  whyte    as    loom  for    ire 

■wood. 
Up  to  the  ancle  foghte  they  in  hir  blood. 
And  in  this  wj'se  I  lete  hem  fighting  d welle ; 
And  forth  I  wol  of  Theseus  yow  telle. 

The  destinee,  nainistre  general, 
That  executeth  in  the  world  over-al 
The  purveyaunce,   that   Clod   hath   seyn 

biforn,  1665 

So  strong  it  is,  that,  thoiigh  the  world 

had  sworn 
The  coutrarie  of  a  thing,  by  ye  or  nay, 
Yet  somtyme  it  shal  fallen  on  a  day  (810) 
That  falleth  nat  eft  -with-inne  a  thousand 

yere. 
For  ceiieinly,  our  appetj^;es  here,        1670 
Be  it  of  werre,  or  pees,  or  hate,  or  love, 
Al  is  this  reuled  by  the  sighte  above. 
This  mene  I  now  l)y  mighty  Theseus, 
That  for  to  houteu  is  so  desirous, 
And  namely  at  the  grete  hert  in  May,  1675 
That   in   his   bed   ther   daweth    him   no 

diiy. 
That  he  nis  clad,  and  redy  for  to  ryde 
With  hunte  and  hqru,  and  houndes  him 

bisyde.  (820) 

For  in  his  hunting  hath  he  swich  delyt, 
That  it  is  al  his  joye  and  appetyt  1680 

To  been  him-self  the  grete  hertes  bane  : 
For  after  Mars  he  serveth  now  Diane. 

CIcer  was  the  day,  as  I  have  told  er  this, 
And  Theseus,  with  alle  joye  and  blia, 
With  Ilia  Ipolita,  the  fayrc  qiieue,        1685 
And  Emelye,  clothed  al  in  grene. 
On  hunting  be  they  riden  royallj'. 
And  to  the  grove,  that  stood  ful  fasto  by, 


In  ■which  ther  was  an  hert,  as  men  liini 

tolde,  (831) 

Duk    Theseus    the   streighte    wey   hatli 

holdo.  1690 

And  to  thelaiinde  he  rydeth  him  ful  right, 
For  thidor  was  the  hert  wojit  have  his 

flight, 
And  overabrook,  and  so  forth  on  his  wej'e. 
This  duk  wol  han  a  cours  at  him,  or  tweye, 
With  houndes,  swiche  as  that  him  list 

comavuide.  1695 

And  ■whan  this  duk  was  conje  un-to  the 

launde, 
Under  the  sonne  he  loketh,  and  auon 
He  was  war  of  Arcite  and  Palamon,  1,840) 
That  foughten  breme,  as  it  ■were  bores  two ; 
Thebrighteswerdeswenten  to  and  fro  1700 
So  hidously,  that  with  the  leeste  strook 
It  seemed  as  it  ■wolde  fello  an  ook  ; 
But  what  they  were,  no-thing  he  ne  woot. 
This   duk    his    courser   with   his   spores 

smoot. 
And  at  a  stert  he  was  bitwix  hem  t^wo,  1 705 
And  pulled  out  a  swerd  and  cryed,  'ho  ! 
Namore,  up  pej'ne  of  lesing  of  your  heed. 
By  mighty  Mars,  he  shal  anon  be  deed,  (850) 
That  smyteth  any  strook,  that  I  may  seen! 
But  telleth  me  what  mist;r  men  ye  been, 
That  beeu  so  hardy  for  to  lighten  here  1 71 1 
With-outen  juge  or  other  officere, 
As  it  were  in  a  listes  royally  '?  ' 

This  Palamon  answerde  hastily 
And   sejde  :    ' sire,  what  nedeth  wordes 

mo?  1715 

We  have  the  deeth  deserved  bothc  t'wo. 
Two  woful  ■\vrecches  been  we,  two  cay- 

ty\-es,  (859) 

That  been  encombrcd  of  our  owne  lyves  ; 
And  as  thou  ax-t  a  rightful  lord  and  juge, 
Ne  yeve  us  neither  mercy  no  refuge,    17^0 
But  sloe  mc  first,  for  seynte  charitee  ; 
But  slee  my  felawe  eelc  as  ■wel  as  me. 
Or  slcc  him  first ;  for,  though  thou  knowo 

it  lyte. 
This  is  thy  moi'tal  fo,  this  is  Arcite,    17J4 
That  fro  thy  lond  is  banished  on  his  liee-l, 
For  -vvhicli  ho  huth  deserved  to  be  dx;e>l. 
For  this  is  he  that  cam  un-to  thy  gate, 
Audsej-il(>,  that  he  highte  Philostrate.  (870) 
Thus  Imth  he  japed  thee  fnl  many  a  yeer, 
And  thou  has  maked  him  thy  chief  squyer; 


^. 
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And  this  is  lie  that  loveth  Emplye.       1731 
For  sith  tho  <la3-  is  como  that  I  shal  dye, 
I  make  pleJ^ll.v  my  confessioiin, 
That  I  am  thilko  voful  Palamoim, 
That  liath  thy  pri.-jon  broken  wikkeJly. 
I  am  thy  mortal  to,  and  it  am  I  1736 

That  loveth  so  hoto  Emolye  the  brighte, 
Tliat  I  wol  dye  present  in  hir  sighte.  (880) 
Therfore  I  axe  deeth  and  my  jnwjse  ; 
But  slcc  iny  fclawe  in  the  same  wyse,  1740 
Ftir  b<:>the  han  ve  deserved  to  be  slajTi.' 

This  worthy  dak  answerde  anon  agaj-n, 
And  seyde,  '  This  is  a  short  conclusiotin  : 
Youre  owno  mouth,  by  yonr  confessionn. 
Hath  dampned  j-ou,  and  I  wol  it  recorde, 
It  nedcth  noght  to  pyne  yow  with  the 

cordc.  1746 

Ye  shul  be  deed,   by  mighty    Mars   the 

rede  ! ' 
The  quene  anon,  for  verray  womman- 

hede,  (890) 

Gan  for  to  wepe.  and  so  dide  Emelye, 
And  alle  the  ladies  in  the  companye.  1750 
G-ret  pitee  was  it,  as  it  thought©  hem  alle, 
That  ever  swich  a  ohannpe  sholde  falle ; 
For  gentil  men  thej-  were,  of  g^eet  estat. 
And  no-thing  but  tor  love  was  this  debat ; 
And  SAwe  hir  blody  woundes  wyde  and 

sore ;  .  i755 

And  alle  cryden,  bothe  lasse  and  more, 
'  Have  mercy,   lord,   up-on   us  wommon 

alle  ! ' 
And  on  hir  bare  knees  adoun  they  falle, 
And  wolde  have  kist  his  feet  ther-as  he 

stood,  (901) 

Til  at  the  laste  aslaked  was  his  mood ;  1760 
For  pitee  renneth  sone  in  gentil  herte. 
And  though  ho  first  for  ii-e  quook  antl 

sterte. 
He  hath  considered  shortl.\-,  in  a  clause, 
Tlie  trespas  of  hem  bothe,  and  eek  the 

cause : 
And    al-though    that    his    ire    hir    gilt 

accused,  (907)  1765 

Yet  in  his  reson  he  hem  bothe  excused  ; 
As  thus  ;  he  thoghte  wel,  that  every  man 
Wol  lielpo  him-self  in  love,  if  that  he  can. 
And  eek  delivcre  him-self  out  of  prisoun  ; 
And  eek  his  herte  had  compassioun  1770 
Of  wommcu,  for  they  wepeu  ever  in  oon; 
And  in  Uis  gentil  herte  he  thoghte  anoon, 


And  softe  un-to  himself  ho  sej-de  :  '  fy 
Up-on  a  lord  that  wol  ha\o  no  mercy, 
But  been   a  leotin,  botho  in  word   and 

dede,  1775 

To  hem  that  Ijeen  in  repentannco  and 

drede 
As  wel  as  to  a  proud  despitous  man  ("919"! 
That  wol  mayntoj-ne  that  he  first  bigan  ! 
That  lord  hath  litol  of  discrocioun, 
That  in  swich  cas  can  no  flivisioun,     1780 
But  weyeth  jiryde  and  hnmblesse  after 

oon.' 
And  shortly,  whan  his  ire  is  thus  agoon, 
He  gau  to  lokon  up  with  eyen  lighte, 
And    spak    thise    same     wordes    al     on 

higlite  :— 
'  The  god  of  love,  a  !  henedicife,  1785 

How  mighty  and  how  greet  a  lord  is  he  ! 
Ayeins    his    might    thcr  gaj-neth   none 

obstacles. 
He  may  Ix;  elepod  a  god  for  his  miracles  : 
For  he  can  maken  at  his  owne  gyse    (931) 
Of  everich  herte,  as  that  him  list  devysc, 
Lo  heer,  this  Arcite  and  this  Palamoun, 
Tliat  quitly  weren  out  oi  my  prisoun.  1792 
And  mighte  han  lived  in  Thebes  royally, 
And  witen  I  am  hir  moi-tal  enemy. 
And  that   hir   deeth  Ij-th  in  my  might 

also;  1795 

And  yet  hath  love,  maiigree  hir  eyen  two, 
Y-broght  hem  hider  bothe  for  to  dye  ! 
Now  loketh,  is  nat  that  an  heigh  folye  ? 
Who  may  been  a  fool,  but-if  he  love?  ('941) 
Biholil,  for  Goddes  sake  that  sit  above,  1800 
Se  how  they  blcde  !   be  they  noght  wel 

arrayed  ? 
Thus    hath   hir    lord,    the   god   of  love, 

y-payed 
Hir  wages  and  hir  fees  for  hir  ser^•y3e  ! 
And  yet  thej-  \\enen  for  to  been  ful  ■wyse 
That   serven   love,   for  aught   that   maj' 

bifallo !  1803 

But  this  is  yet  the  beste  game  of  alle. 
That  she,  for  whom  they  han  this  jolitee, 
Can  hem  ther-for  as  muehe  thank  as  me  ; 
She  woot  namore  of  al  this  hote  fare,  (951) 
By  God,  than  wtxit  a  cokkow  or  an  hare  t 
But  al  mot  been  assayed,  hoot  and  cold ; 
A  man  mot  been  a  fool,  or  yong  or  iJd  ; 
I  woot  it  l>y  my-self  ful  yore  agoon  :    1813 
For  in  my  t.rme  a  ser\-ant  vras  I  oon. 
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Anil  tliei-foro,  sin  I  knowe  of  loves  peyne, 
An<l  woot  how  sore  it  can  a  man  distreyne, 
As  he  that  hath  ben  cani^ht  ofte  in  his  las, 
I  yo-sv  foiyevc  al  hoolly  tliis  trespas,    (gOo) 
Atrequesteof  the  qnenctlmt  knoletli  here, 
And  eek  of  Emelye,  my  suster  dere.    1820 
And  ye  shul  hothe  anon  iin-to  me  swere, 
That  nover-mo  ye  shul  my  oontree  dere, 
Xo  make  werre  np-on  me  night  ne  day, 
lUit  lieen  my  freendes  in  al  tliat  yo  may  ; 
I  yow  foryeve  this  trespas  every  del.'  1.S25 
And  they  him  swore  his  axing  fayrc  and 

•wel, 
And  himof  lordshipeand  of  mercypreyde, 
And  he  hem  graunteth  grace,  and  thus  he 
seyde :  (970) 

'  To  speke  of  royal  linage  and  richesse, 
Though  that  she  were  a  quene  or  a  prin- 
cesse,  i8,?o 

Kch  of  yow  bothe  is  worthy,  doutelees, 
To  wedden  whan  tyme  is,  but  natlielees 
I  speke  as  for  my  suster  Emelye, 
For  whom  ye  have  this  stryf  and  jelo\isye; 
Yo  wootyour-self.  she  may  not  wedden  two 
At  ones,  though  ye  tighten  ever-mo  :  1836 
That  oon  of  yow,  al  be  him  looth  or  leef. 
He  moot  go  pypen  in  an  iyy-leef ;       (980) 
This  is  to  seyn,  she  may  nat  now  han 

lx)the, 
Al  be  ye  never  so  jelous,  ne  so  -wrothe.  1840 
And  for-thy  I  yow  piitte  in  this  degree. 
That  cch  of  yow  shal  have  his  destineo 
As  him  is  shape ;  and  herkneth  in  what 

\\-yse ; 
Lo,  heer  your  ende  of  that  I  shal  de\'yse. 
My  wil  is  this,  for  plat  conclusioun,  1845 
With-outen  any  replicacioun, 
If  that  yow  Ij-ketli,  tak  it  for  the  beste. 
That  everich  of  yow  shal  gon  wher  him 
leste  (990) 

Frely,  with-outen  rannson  or  daunger  ; 
And  this  daj'  fitly  wykcs,  fer  no  ner,   1S50 
Everich  of  yow  shal  bringe  an  hundred 

knightes, 
Armed  for  listes  up  at  alle  rightes, 
Al  rody  to  darreyne  hir  by  bataille. 
.Vnd  tliis  bihoto  I  yow,  with-outen  faille, 
^'p-on  my  tronthe,  and  as  I  am  a  knight, 
T)iat  whether  of  j-ow  bothe  that  hath 
might,  (998)  1856 

This  is  to  SPvn.  that  whether  he  or  thou 


Way  with  his  hundred,  as  I  spak  of  now, 
Sleen  his  contrarie,  or  out  of  listes  dryve, 
Him  shal  I  yeve  Emelya  to  wyve,         i8('>n 
To  wliom  that  fortune  yeveth  so  fair  a 

grace. 
The  li.stes  shal  I  makcn  in  this  place. 
And  God  so  wisly  on  my  soule  rewe. 
As  I  shal  even  juge  been  and  trewe.    iS('i4 
Ye  shul  non  other  ende  with  me  maken. 
Tli.it  oon  of  yowne  shal  be  deed  or  taken. 
And  if  yow  thinketh  this  is  wel  y-sayd, 
Seyeth  your  avys,  and  holdeth  yow  apayd. 
This  is  your  ende  and  your  conclusioun.' 
Who  loketh  lightly  now  butPalamoun? 
Whospringeth  up  for  joye  but  Arcite?  iR;i 
Who  couthc  telle,  or  who  cot\tho  it  endj^e. 
The  joye  that  is  maked  in  the  place 
Whan  Theseus  hath  doon  so  fair  a  graof? 
But  doun  on  knees  wente  every  maner 
wight,  i8;5 

And  thanked  him  with  al  her  herte  an<l 

might, 
And  namely  the  lliebans  ofte  sj-the. 
And  thus  with  good  hope  and  with  herte 
blj^the  (lOio) 

Thej-  take  hir  leve,  and  hom-ward  gonne 

they  rydo 
To  Thebes,  with  his  olde  walles  wyde.  iSSo 
Explicit  secunda  pars. 
Sequitur  pars  tercia. 
I  trowe  men  wolde  deme  it  necligenoe, 
If  I  foryete  to  tellen  the  dispence 
Of  Theseus,  that  goth  so  bisily 
To  maken  \ip  the  listes  royally ; 
That  swich  a  noble  theatre  as  it  was,  1885 
T  dar  wel  seyn  that  in   this  world  ther 

nas. 
The  circuit  ,1  myle  was  aboute,  {io2qj 

Walled  of  st oon,  and  diched  al  with-oute. 
Kound  was  the  shap,  in  manor  of  compas, 
Enl  of  degrees,  the  heighte  of  sixty  pas,  1S90 
That,  whan  a  man  wa.s  set  on  o  degree, 
He  letted  nat  his  felawe  for  to  see. 

Est-ward  ther  stood  a  gate  of  mailed 
whyt. 
West-ward,  right  swich  another  in  the 
opposit.  i8tH 

And  shortly  to  conchiden,  swich  a  iilaco 
Was  noon  in  erthe,  as  in  so  litel  space  ; 
For  in  the  lond  ther  nas  no  crafty  man, 
That  geometric  or  ars-metrik  can,    (1040) 
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Ne  pxirtreyour,  ne  kcrver  of  images, 
That  Tlieseiis  no  yaf  him  mete  and  wages 
The  theatre  for  to  maken  and  de^•;^^se.  1901 
And  for  to  doon  his  rj-tc  and  sacrifyse, 
He  est-ward  hath,  tip-on  the  gate  above. 
In  worship  of  Venns,  goddesse  of  love, 
Don  make  an  anter  and  an  oratorie  :  1905 
And    west-ward,    in    tlie   minde   and   in 

memorie 
Of  Mars,    he   maked   iiath   right   swifdi 

another, 
That  coste  largely  of  gold  a  fother.    f  1050) 
And  north-ward,  in  a  tonret  on  the  wal. 
Of  alabastre  whyt  and  reed  coral         1910 
An  oratorie  riche  for  to  see. 
In  worship  of  Dyane  of  cliastitee, 
Hath  Tlifsens  don  -«Toght  in  noble  wyse. 

But  yet  hadde  I  foryeten  to  dc\'yse 
The  noble  kerving,  and  the  portreitnres, 
The   shap,    the   countenannce,    and    the 

figures,  1 9 16 

That  weren  in  thise  oratories  three. 
First  in  the  temple  of  Venus  maystow 

see  ( 1060) 

Wroght  on  the  wal,  fill  pitons  to  biholde. 
The  broken  slopes,  and  the  sykcs  cidile  : 
The  sacred  teres,  and  the  waymenting  ; 
The  fyiy  strokes  of  the  desiring,  1922 

That  loves  servaunts  in  this  lyf  enduren  ; 
The  othes,  that  hir  covenants  assuron  ; 
Ploeaunce   and   hope,    desyr,    fool-hardi- 

nesse,  1925 

Beautee  and  yonthe,  bauderie,  richesse, 
Charmes  and  force,  Icsinges,  flaterye, 
Dispense,  bisynesse,  and  jolousye,      (1070) 
Thatwered  of  yelwc  goldes  a  gerland, 
And  a  cokkow  sitting  on  hir  hand  ;     1030 
Festes,  instruments,  caroles,  dannces. 
Lust  and    array,   and   alle    the   eirouni- 

staunces 
Of  love,  whiche  that  I  rekne  and  rekne 

shal, 
By  ordre  weren  peynted  on  the  wal,   19^4 
And  mo  than  I  can  make  of  moncionn. 
For  soothly,  al  the  mount  of  Citheroun, 
Ther  Venus  hath  hir  principal  dwelling. 
Was  shewed  on  the  wal  in  portreying. 
With  al  the  gardin,  and  the  Instiaiesse. 
Xat  was  foryeten  the  porter  Ydelnesse, 
Xe  Nareisus  the  fairc  of  yore  agon,      1941 
Xe  yet  the  folye  of  king  Salamon,     (1084) 


Xe  yet  the  grete  strengthe  of  Hercules — 
Th'enchauntemcntsofMedeaand  Circes — 
X'^e  of  Tumus,  with  the  hardy  fiers  corage, 
Tlio  riche  Cresus,  caytif  in  scrvage.     1946 
Thus    may    ye    seen    that    wisdom    ne 

richesse, 
Beantre  ne  sleighte,  strengthe,  ne  hardi- 

"csse,  (1090) 

Xe  may  with  Venus  holde  champartye  ; 
For  as  hir  list  the  world  than  may  she 

g3'<'.  J  050 

Lo,    alle   thise   folk    so   caught   were   in 

hir  las. 
Til  they  for  wo  fnl  ofte  seyde  '  alias'! ' 
SufTyccth  hoer  ensamples  oor.  or  two, 
Andtliough  I  coude  rekne  athousand  mn. 
The  statue  of  Venus,  glorious  for  to  see. 
Was  naked  fleting  in  the  large  see,     1956 
And   fro  the   navele    doun    all   covered 

was 
With  wawes  grene,  and  brighte  as  any 

glas.        •»  (iioo) 

A  citole  in  hir  right  hand  hadde  she, 
And  on  hir  heed,  fnl  semely  for  to  see,  i960 
A  rose  gerland,  fresh  and  wol  smellinge  ; 
Above  hir  heed  hir  dowves  flikcringe. 
Biforn  hir  stood  hir  sone  Cupido, 
Up-on  his  slinldres  winges  hadde  he  two; 
And  blind  he  was,  as  it  is  ofte  sene ;    1905 
A  bowe  he  bar  and  arwes  brighte  and 

kene. 
Wliy  sholde  I  noght  as  wel  eek  telle 

yow  al 
The  portreiture.  that  was  up-on  the  wal 
With-inne  the  temple  of  mighty  Mars  the 

rede?  (mi) 

,A1  peynted  was  the  wal,  in  lengthe  and 

brede,  1970 

Lyk  to  the  estres  of  the  grisly  place, 
That  liighte  the  grete  temple  of  Mars  ia 

Trace, 
In  tliilke  colde  frosty  regioun, 
Ther-as  Mars  hath  his  soveroyn  mansioun. 
First  on  the  wal  was  peynted  a  foreste. 
In  which  ther  dwelleth  neither  man  ne 

beste,  1976 

AVith  knotty  knarrj-  bari"';\ni  trees  oldc 
Of  stubbes  sharpo  and  liidous  to  biholde  ; 
In  which  ther  ran  a  rnmbel  and  a  swough, 
As  though  a  storm  sholde  brosten  every 

bough :  19.S0 


444 


ZU  %ni^^Us  Zcih, 


[t.  1983-2066. 


And  downward  from,  nn  liille,  nnder  a 

■  beute,  ("23)  '981 

Tlier   stood   tlio    templo  of  Mars   armi- 

potente, 
"Wroj^lit    nl    of    burned   steel,    of  which 

tlientrcc 
■Was  long  and  streit,  and  gastlyfor  tosee. 
And  thor-out  cam  a  ra2;o  and  svich  a  vese, 
That  it  made  al  the  gates  for  to  rese.  1986 
The  northren  light  in  at  the  dores  shoon, 
For  windowe  on  the  wal  ne  was  ther  noon, 
Thnrgh  which  men  mighten  any  light 
discerno.  ("3') 

Tlie  dores  were  alle  of  adamant  eterne, 
V-clenched  overthwart  and  endelong  1991 
With   iren  tough  ;   and,   for  to  make  it 

strong. 
Every  piler,  the  temple  to  sustene, 
Was  tonne-greet,  of  iren  bright  and  shene. 
Ther  sangh  I  first  the  derke  imagining 
Of  felonye,  and  al  the  compassing  ;      1996 
Tlie  cruel  ire,  reed  as  any  glede  ;        (1139) 
The  pykopnrs,  and  00k  the  pale  drede  ; 
The  smyler  with  the  knyf  under  the  cloke ; 
The    shepne    brenning  with   the    blake 
smoke ;  2000 

riie  treson  of  the  mordring  in  the  bedde  ; 
The   open   werre,   with   wonndes    al    bi- 

bledde  ; 
Cont.'k,    with    blody    knyf    and     sharp 

manaoe  ; 
Al  ful  of  chirking  was  that  sory  place. 
The  sleere  of  liim-solf  j-ct  sangh  I  ther,  2cx>^ 
His  herte-l)lood  hath  bathed  al  his  heer; 
The  nayl  y-driven  in  the  shode  a-night  ; 
The  cohle  deeth,  with  mouth  gaping  up- 
right. (1150) 
Amiddi'S  of  the  temple  sat  mesoha\anc^, 
^^'ith  disconfort  and  sory  contenaunce. 
Yet  sangh  I  woodnesse  laughing  in  his 
rage;  2011 
Armed    compleint,    out-hees,     and    fiers 

outragi-. 
The   carc.^Tie   in   the   bush,    with   throtc 

y-cor\-e  : 
A   thousand   slayn,    and   nat    of    qualm 
y-storvo ;  2f)i4 

TIk!  tiraunt,  with  the  prey  by  force  y-raft; 
Tlictonn  destroyed,  ther  was  no-thinglaft. 
Yet  aaugh  I  brent  the  shippes  hopi>ostercs; 
The  hnnte  strangled  with  the  wilde  beres : 


The  sowe  freton  the  child  right  in   tho 
cradol  ;  (>i<>') 

The  cook  y-scalded,  for  al  his  longe  ladel. 
Noght   was   foryoten  by  th'  infortune   of 
Marte ;  2021 

The  carter  over-riden  with  his  carte, 
Under  the  wheel  ful  lowe  he  lay  adoun. 
Ther  were  also,  of  Martes  divisioun. 
The   harbour,   and   the  booher,  and  the 
smith  2025 

That  forgeth  sharpe  swerdes  on  his  stith. 
And  al  above,  depeynted  in  a  tour,   (1169') 
Saw  I  conquest  sittinge  in  greet  honour. 
With  the  sharpo  swerde  over  his  heed 
Hanginge  by  a  sotil  twynes  threed.     2030 
Depej-nted  was  tho  slaughtre  of  Julius, 
Of  grete  Nero,  and  of  Antonius  ; 
Al  1)6  that  thilke  tyme  they  were  unborn. 
Yet  was  hir  deeth  depeynted  ther-biforn, 
By  manasinge  of  Mars,  right  by  figure  ; 
So  was  it  shewed  in  that  portreiture 
As  isdepeynted  in  the  sterres  above,(ii79) 
■\Ylio  shal  be  sla>-n  or  elles  deed  for  love. 
Suft'yceth  oon  ensample  in  stories  olde, 
I  may  not  rekne  hem  alle,  thogh  I  wolde. 
The  statue  of  Mars  up-on  a  carte  stood. 
Armed,  and  loked  grim  as  he  were  wood ; 
And  over  his  heed  ther  shynen  two  figures 
Of  sterres,  that  I>een  cleped  in  scriptures, 
That  oon  Puella,  that  other  Rubeus.  2045 
This  god  of  armos  was  arrayed  thus  : — 
A  wolf  ther  stood  bif'orn  him  at  his  feet 
With  eye  a  rede,  and  of  a  man  he  etft ;  ( 1 190) 
With  sotil  pencel  was  depeynt  this  storie, 
In  redoutinge  of  Mars  and  of  liis  glorie. 

Now  to  the  temple  of  Diane  the  chaste 
As  shortly  as  I  can  I  wol  me  haste,      2052 
To  telle  yow  al  the  descripcioun. 
I)epeynted  been  the  walles  up  and  douu 
Of  hunting  and  of  shamfast  chastitee.  2055 
Ther  saugh  I  how  woful  Calistopee,  (1198) 
Whan  that  Tiiane  agreved  was  with  here. 
Was  turned  from  a  womman  til  a  here. 
And  after  was  she  maad  the  lode-sterre  ; 
Thus  was  it  peynt,   I   can  say  yow  no 
ferre ;  2060 

Hir  sone  is  eek  a  sterre,  as  men  may  see. 
Ther  saugh  I  iJano,  y-tnrned  til  a  tree, 
I  mcne  nat  the  goddesse  L»iane, 
BiTt  Penneus  doughter,  which  that  highte 
Dane.  2064 
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Ther  saugh  I  Attheoii  au  liert  y-inivked, 
For  vengeauncc  tliat  he  saugh  Diane  a,l 

naked ; 
I  saugh  how  that  his  houndes  have  him 

caught, 
And  Irctou  him,  for  that  theyknewe  him 

naught.  (i2io) 

Yet  peynted  was  a  litel  forther-moor. 
How  Atthahxute  hunted  the  wilde  hoor. 
And  Moleagrc,  and  many  another  uio,  2071 
For  which  Diane  wroghte  him  care  and  wo. 
Ther  saugh  I  many  another  wonder  storie, 
The    whjche    me    list    nat    drawen    to 

memorie.  2074 

This  goddesse  on  an  hoi-t  liil  liye  sect, 
With  smale  houndes  al  aboute  hir  feet ; 
And  undernethe   hir  feet  she   hadde  a 

mono,  (1219) 

Wexing  it  was,  and  sholde  wanie  sone. 
In  gaude  grene  hir  statue  clothed  was, 
With  bowe  in  honde,  and  arwes  in  a  cas. 
Hir  eyen  caste  she  ful  lowe  adoun,      2081 
Ther  Pluto  hath  liis  derke  regioun. 
A  womman  travailinge  was  hir  biforn, 
But,  for  hir  child  so  longo  was  unborn, 
Ful  pitously  Lucyna  gan  she  caJle,   .  2085 
And  seyde,  '  help,  for  thou  mayst  best  of 

alle.' 
Wei    couthe    he   peynteu    Ij'fly    that    it 

wroghte,  (1229) 

With  many  a  florin  he  the  hewes  boghte. 

Now    been     thise    listes    maad,     and 

Theseus, 
That  at  his  grate  cost  arrayed  thus     2090 
The  temples  and  the  theatre  every  del, 
WTian   it   was  doon,  him  lyked  wonder 

wel. 
But  stinte  I  wol  ot'  Theseiis  a  lyte. 
And  speke  of  Palamon  and  of  Aixite. 

The  day  approcheth  of  hir  retourniuge. 
That  everich  sholde  an  hundred  knightes 

bringe,  2o<j6 

The  bataille  to  darreyne,  as  I  yow  tulde  ; 
And  til  Athenes,  hir  covenant  for  to  holde, 
Hath  everich  of  hem.  broght  an  hundred 

knightes  (1241) 

Wel  armed  for  the  werre  at  alle  rightes. 
And  sikerly,  ther  trowed  many  a  man  2101 
That  never,  sithen  that  the  world  bigan, 
As  for  to  speke  of  knighthod  of  hir  hond, 
As  fer  as  God  hath  maked  see  or  lond, 


Xas,  of  so  fcwo,  so  noble  a  conipanyc.  2105 
For  every  wight  t]iat  lovcde  cliivalrye, 
And  woldc,  his  thankes,  lian  a  passant 

name. 
Hath  ijreyed  that  he  mighte  ben  of  that 

game;  (i-'5t>) 

And  wel  was  hina,  that  ther-to  ch'  isen  was. 
For  if  tlier  fille  to-m<.)rwe  switli  a  cas,  2110 
Ye  knowen  wel,  that  eveiy  lusty  knight, 
That    loveth    i^aramours,    and    hath    his 

might. 
Were  it  in  Engelond,  or  elles-where, 
They  wolde,   hir  thankes,  wilnon   to  be 

there. 
To  fighto  for  a  lady,  heti'citii  !  21 15 

It  were  a  histy  sighte  for  to  sec. 

And  right  so  ferden  they  Vitli  Palamon. 
With   him   ther  wenten  knightes  many 

oon ;  '(1260) 

Som  Wol  ben  armed  in  an  habcigeoian. 
In  a  brest-plat  and  in  a  light  gipoun  ;  2120 
And  somnie  woln   have  a  peyre   plates 

large  ; 
And  somme  woln  have  a  Pruce  sheld,  or  a 

targe  ; 
Somme  woln  benarmcd  on  hirlegges  weeJ, 
And  have  an  ax,  and  somme  a  mace  of 

steel.  2124 

Ther  nis  no  newe  gyse,  that  it  nas  old. 
Armed  were  they,  as  I  have  you  told, 
Everich  after  his  opiniuun. 

Ther  maistow  seen  coming  \vith  Pala- 

moun  (1^70) 

Ligurge  liim-self,  the  gi'eto  king  of  Ti-ace; 
Blak  was  his  herd,  and  luanly  was  his 

face. 
The  cercles  of  his  oyen  in  his  heed,      2131 
They  glowedeu  Viitwi.xe  yelow  and  reed; 
And  lyk  a  gritfon  loked  he  aboute, 
With  kemi^e  heres  on  his  bro«os  stoute  ; 
His  limes  grete,  his  braunes  hardo  and 

stronge,  2135 

His  shuldres  brode,  his  amies  rounde  and 

longe. 
And  as  the  gyse  was  in  his  contree, 
Ful  hyc  up-on  a  char  of  gold  stood  he. 
With  foure  whyte  boles  in  tlie  trays.  (12.S1) 
In-stpde  of  cote-armui-e  over  his  harnays, 
With  nayles  yehvo  and  brighte  as  any 

gohl,  2141 

He  hadde  a  beres  skin,  col-bluk,  f<jr-oL.L 
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His  louge  lieer  vnskeinb<.l  liikiudf  liis  )>;ik, 
As  auy  ravenes  fether  it  shoou  for-blnk  : 
A   -vvrctho    of  gold    arm-greet,    of   huge 

■wighte,  2145 

t'jiou  his  heed,  set  ful  of  stones  brighte, 
Of  fync  rubies  uud  of  dyamaiiiits. 
About«    his    char    ther   ■wenteu    Avhyte 

alannts,  (1290) 

Twenty  antl  mo,  as  grete  as  any  steer, 
To  hunten  at  the  leoun  or  the  deer,     2150 
And      folwed    him,     with     mosel     faste 

y-bounde, 
Ct-'Iers  of  gold,  and  torets  fjded  ronude. 
Au  hundred  lordes  hadde  he  in  his  route 
Armed  ful  "wel,  with  hertes  Sterne  and 

stoute. 
With  Arcita,  in  stories  as  men  finde,  2155 
The  grete  Emetreus,  the  king  of  Inde, 
Up-on  a  stede  bay,  trajiped  in  steel, 
Covered  in  cloth  of  gold  tliapred  weel,  (1300) 
Cam  ryding  Ij'k  the  god  of  amies.  Mars. 
His  cote-annure  was  of  cloth  of  Tars,  2160 
Couched  with  perles  whyte  and  rounde 

and  grete. 
His  sadel  was  of  breud  gold  newe  y-bete  ; 
A  mantelet  upon  his  shuldre  hanginge 
Bret-ful  of  rubies  rede,  as  fyr  sparklinge. 
His  crispe  heer  lyk  ringes  wasy-ronne,  216^ 
And  that  was  yelow,  and  glitered  as  the 

sortne. 
His  nose  was  heigh,  his  eyen  bright  eitryn, 
Hislippes  rounde,  his  colour  was  sangwyn, 
A  fewe  fraknesinhis  face  y-spreynd,  (1311,1 
Bet  wixen  yelow  and  sonxdel  blak  y-mej'iid, 
And  as  a  leoun  he  his  loking  caste.      2171 
Of  fj've  and  twenty  yeer  his  age  I  caste. 
His  berd  was  wel  Idgoune  for  to  springe  ; 
His  \oys  was  as  a  trompe  thundoringe. 
Up-on  his  heed  he  wered  of  laurcr  grene 
A  gerland  fresh  and  lusty  for  to  sene,  2176 
Up-on  his  hand  he  bar,  for  his  deduyt, 
An  ogle  tame,  as  eny  lilie  whyt.         (1320) 
An  hundred  lordes  hadde  he  with   him 

there, 
Ai  armed,  sauf  hir  heddes,  in  al  hir  gere, 
Ful  richely  in  alio  maner  thinges.        2181 
For  trusteth  wel,  that  dukes,  erles,  kinges, 
Wei'e  gadered  in  this  noble  compauye, 
For  love  and  for  enereos  of  chivnlrye. 
Alxiute  this  king  thcr  ran  on  every  pai-t 
Ful  many  a  tame  leoun  and  lepai-t.     2186 


And  iu  this  wyse  thise  lordes,  alle  and 

some, 
Ben  on  the  Sonday  to  the  citee  come  (i33t>) 
Aboute  pryme,  and  in  the  toun  alight. 
This  Theseus,  this    duk,    this  worthy 

knight,  2190 

AVhau  he  had  broght  hem  in-to  his  citee, 
And  inned  hem,  everich  in  his  degree. 
He  festeth  hem,  and  dooth  so  greet  labour 
To  esen  hem,  and  doon  hem  al  honour. 
That  yet  men  weneth  that  no  mannes  wit 
Of  noon  estat  ne  coude  amenden  it.     2196 
The  minstnilcye,  the  service  at  the  feste, 
The  grete  yiftes  to  the  moste  and  leste, 
The  riche  array  of  Theseus  paleys,     (1341) 
Ne  who  sat  first  ne  last  up-on  the  deys, 
What  la<;Ues  fairest  been  or  best  daunsinge, 
Or  which  of  heni  can  dauncen  best  and 

singe,  2202 

Xo  who  most  felinglj'  speketh  of  love  : 
What  haukes  sitteii  on  the  perche  above, 
"\Vhat  houndes  liggen  on  the  floor  adoun: 
Of  al  this  make  I  now  no  mencioun  ;  2206 
But  al  th"cffect,   that  thinketh  me  the 

beste  ; 
Xow.comth  the  poynt,  and  herkneth  if 

yow  leste.  (i35») 

The   Sonday   night,    er   day   bigan    to 

springe, 
M'hcu  Palamon  the  larke  herde  singe,  22 10 
Although  it  nere  nat  day  by  honres  two, 
Yet  song  the  larke,  and  Palamt)n  also. 
With  holy  herte,  and  with  au  heigh  corage 
He  roos,  to  wenden  on  his  pilgrimage 
Un-to  the  blisful  Cithei'oa  benigne,      22 15 
I  mene  Venus,  honumble  and  digne. 
And  in  hir  hourehe  walketh  forth  a  pas 
Un-to  the  listcs,  ther  hir  temple  was,  (isfo) 
Am.1  tloun  he  kueleth,  and  with  humble 


chere 


22I<> 


And  herte  soor,  he  seyde  as  ye  shul  here. 

Faireste  of  fairo,  o  lady  myn,  Venus, 
Daughter  to  Jove  and  spouse  of  Vulcauus, 
Thou  glader  of  the  mount  of  Citheroun, 
For  thilke  love  thou  haddest  to  Adoun, 
Have  pitee  of  my  bittre  teres  stuerte,  2225 
Andtakinyii  humble  preyerat  thjm  herte. 
Alias  !  I  ne  have  no  langage  to  telle  (1369) 
Th'effeotes  ne  the  torments  of  myn  helle  ; 
Myn  herte  may  myne  harmes  nat  })iwreye; 
I  am  so  confus,  that  lean  uoght  seye.  2230 


T.  2233-2318.] 


A.    ZU  Kntg^^ee  Zak. 


447 


r 


But  mercy,  lady  bright,  that  kiiowest  weel 
My  thought,  and  seest  what  harmes  that 

I  feel, 
Coiisidere  al  this,  ami   rewo  up-on   my 

sore, 
As  wisly  as  I  shal  for  evoruiore,  2234 

Kmforth  mj'  might,  thy  trewe  servant  be, 
Ami  holileu  werre  alwcy  with  chastitco  ; 
That  inalie  I  mj'n  avow,  so  ye  me  lielpe. 
I  kepe  noght  of  armes  for  to  yelpe,  (1380) 
No  I  ue  axo  uat  to-morwc  to  have  victorie, 
N'e  renoun  in  this  cas,  ne  vejiie  glorie  2240 
Of  pris  of  armes  blowen  up  and  doun, 
But  I  woldo  have  fully  possessioun 
Of  Emelye,  and  dye  in  thy  servj'se  ; 
l-'ind  thou  the  maner  how,  and  in  what 

■\4'yse. 
I  recfhe  uat,  but  it  may  bettre  be,       2245 
To  have  victorie  of  hem,  or  they  of  me, 
So  that  I  have  my  lady  in  myne  armes. 
For  though  so  be  that   Mars  is    god  of 

armes,  (1390) 

Your  ^■e^tu  is  so  greet  in  hevene  above, 
That,  if  yow  list,  I  shal  wel  have  my  Iwve. 
Thy  temple  wol  I  worshipe  evermo,     2251 
And  on  thyn  auter,  wher  I  ryde  or  go, 
I  wol  don  sacrifice,  and  fyres  bete. 
And  if  ye  wol  nat  so,  my  lady  swetc,  2254 
Thau  preye  I  thee,  to-morwe  with  a  spere 
That  Arcita  me  thurgh  the  herte  bere. 
Tlianne  rekke  I  noght,  whan  I  have  lost 

uiyiyf,  (1399) 

Though  that  Arcita  wiune  hir  to  his  wj-f. 
This  is  th'effect  and  ende  of  my  preyere, 
Yif  me  my  lo%-e,  thou  blisful  lady  dere.' 

Whan  th'orisoun  was  doon  of  Pahimon, 
His  sacrifice  he  dide,  and  that  anon    2262 
VmI  pitously,  with  alle  circumstauuces, 
Al  telle  I  noght  as  now  his  observaunces. 
But  atte  liiste  the  statue  of  Venus  shook, 
And  made  a  signe,  wher-by  that  he  took 
That  his  preyere  accepted  was  that  day. 
For  thogh  the  signe  shewed  a  delay,  (1410) 
Yet  wiste  he  wel  that  graunted  was  his 

bone  ; 
And  with  glad  herte  he  weute  him  hoom 
ful  soue.  2270 

The  thriddehoure  inequal  that  I'alamon 
Bigau  to  A'enus  temxile  for  to  goon, 
I'p  roos  the  sonue,  and  up  i-oos  Emelye, 
Au(.l  to  the  temple  of  Diane  gan  hye. 


Hir  maydens,  that  she  thider  with  hir 

ladde,  2275 

Ful  redily  with  hem  the  fyr  they  hadde, 
Th'encens,  the  clothes,  and  the  remenant 

al 
That  to  the  sacrifyce  longen  shal ;     (i42i>- 
The  homes  fulle  of  meth,  as  was  the  gyse  : 
Ther  lakked  noght  to  doou  hir  sacrifyse. 
Smoking  the  temple,  ful  of  clothes  faire. 
This  Emelye,  with  herte  debonaire,    5282 
Hir  body  wcssh  with  water  of  a  welle  ; 
But  how  she  dide  hir  rj-te  I  dfir  nat  telle. 
But  it  be  any  thing  in  general ;  2285 

And  j'et  it  were  a  game  to  heren  al  ; 
j  To  him    that  nieueth  wel,   it  were  no 

charge : 
!  But  it  is  good  a  man  ben  at  his  large.  (1430) 
Hir  brighte  heer  was  kempt,  untressed  al ; 
A  coroune  of  a  grene  00k  cerial  2290 

Up-on  hir  heed  was  set  ful  fair  and  mete. 
Two  fyres  on  the  auter  gan  she  bete. 
And  dide  hir  thinges,  as  men  may  biholde 
In  Stace  of  Thebes,  and  thise  bokes  olde. 
WTiau  kindled  was  the  fyr,  ^\■ith  pitous 

chere  2295 

Un-to  Diane  she  spak,  as  ye  may  here. 

'  O  chaste  goddesse  of  the  wodes  grene, 
To  whom  bothe  heven  and  erthe  and  see 

is  sene,  ('44oi 

Queue  of  the  regne  of  Pluto  derk  and 

lowe, 
Goddesse  of  maydehs,  that  myn  herte  hast 

knowe  230U 

Ful  many  a  yeer,  and  woost  what  I  desire, 
As  keep  me  fro  thy  vengeavmce  and  thj-u 

ire. 
That  Attheon  aboughte  cruelly. 
Chaste  goddesse,  wel  wostow  that  I 
Desire  to  been  a  mayden  al  my  lyf,     2305 
Ne  never  wol  I  be  no  love  ne  Avyf. 
I  am,  thou  woost,  yet  of  thy  companye, 
A  mayde,  and  love  hunting  and  venerye, 
And  for  to  walken  in  the  wodes  wilde. 
And  noght  to  been  a  wyf,  and  be  with 

childe.  ('452)  2310 

Noght  wol  I  knowe  companye  of  man. 
Now  help  me,  lady,  sith  ye  may  and  can, 
For  tho  thre  fornaes  that  thou  hast  in  thee. 
-\nd  Palamon,  that  hath  swich  love  to  me, 
And  eek  Arcite,  that  loveth  me  so  sore. 
This  grace  I  preye  thee  with-oute  more, 
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Ab  sende  lovo  and  pees  bitwixe  hem  two  ; 
And  ti-o  mo  turne  awey  hir  liertes  so,  (1460) 
That  al  hir  hote  love,  aud  hir  desyr, 
And  al  hir  bisy  torment,  and  liir  fyr  2320 
lie  ijucynt,  or  turne<l  iu  another  phice  ; 
Aud  if  so  be  thou  wolt  not  do  me  grace, 
Or  if  my  destiuee  be  shapcn  so, 
Thut  I  slial  nedes  have  oon  of  hem  two. 
As  sende  me  him  that  most  desireth  me. 
Bihold,  goddesse  of  clene  chastitee,     2326 
The  bittre  teres  that  on  my  chekes  falle. 
Sin  thou  are  mayde,  and  keper  of  us  alle, 
My    niaydenhede    thou    kepe    and    wel 

conserve,  (i47') 

And  whyl  I  live  a  mayde,  I  wol   thee 

serve.'  2330 

The  fyres  brenne  up-on  the  auter  clere, 
■^^Tiyl  Emelye  was  thus  in  hir  preyere  ; 
J3ut  sodeiuly  she  saugh  a  sighte  queynte, 
For  right  anon  oon  of  the  fyres  queynte, 
Aud  quiked  agayn,  and  after  that  anon 
That  other  fyr  was  queynt,  aud  al  agon  ; 
And  as  it  queynte,  it  made  a  whistelinge. 
As  doou  thise  wete  brondes  in  hir  bren- 

niuge,  ('480) 

Aud  at  the  brondes  ende  out-ran  auoon 
As  it  were  blody  dropes  many  oon  ;     2340 
For  which  so  sore  agast  was  Emelye, 
That  she  was  wel  ny  mad,  and  gan  to  crye, 
For  she  ne  wistc  what  it  signifyed  ; 
But  only  for  the  fcro  thus  hath  she  cryed. 
And  weep,  that  it  was  pitee  for  to  here. 
And  ther-with-al  Diane  gan  appei'e,    2346 
With  lx>we  in  hond,  right  as  an  hunter- 

esse. 
And  scyde  :    '  Doghter,   stint  thyn  hevi- 

ncsse.  (1490) 

Among  the  goddes  hye  it  is  affermed. 
And  liy  eterne  word  write  and  confermed, 
Thou  shalt  ben  wedded  un-to  oon  of  tho 
Tliat  han  for  thee  so  muchel  care  and  wo  ; 
But  un-to  which  of  hem  I  may  nat  telle. 
Fitrwcl,  for  I  ne  may  no  lengur  dwelle. 
The    iyrcB   which    that    on    myu    auter 

brenne  2355 

Shul  thee  declaren,  ev  that  thovi  go  heruie, 
Thyn  avcuturc  of  love,  as  in  this  cas.' 
Aiid  with  thut  word,  the  arwcs  in  tho  cas 
Of  the  god<lcsse  cluteren  laste  and  ringe. 
And  forth  she  wente,  and  made  a  vanissh- 

iuge;  (,502)  2360 


For  which  this  Emelye  astoned  was. 

And  seyde,  '  What  amounteth  this,  alias! 

I  pittte  mo  iu  thy  protecciouu, 

Diane,  and  in  thy  disposicioun.' 

And   hoom   she    gooth   anon   the   ne.Yte 

weye.  2305 

This  is  th'effect,  ther  is  namore  to  seye. 

The  nexte  houre  of  Mars  folwinge  this, 
Arcite  un-to  the  temple  walked  is     (1510) 
Of  llerse  Mars,  to  doon  his  sacrifyse, 
With  alle  the  rytes  of  his  payeu  wysc.  2370 
With  pitous  lierte  aud  heigh  devociouu. 
Right  thus  to  Mars  he  seyde  his  orisoiui  : 
'  O  stronge  god,  that  in  the  rogues  colde 
Of  Trace  honoured  art,  aud  lord  y-holde, 
And  liast  in  every  regno  and  every  loud 
Of  annes  al  the  brydel  m  thyn  hond,  2376 
And  hem  foiluuest  as  thee  list  devyse. 
Accept  of  me  my  pitous  sacrifyse.     (1520) 
If  so  be  that  my  youtho  may  deserve, 
And  that   my   might   be  worthy  for  to 

serve  2380 

Thy   godhode,  that   I  may  been  oon  of 

■  thyne, 
Than  proyo  I  theo  to  rewe  tip-on  my  pyne. 
For  thilko  peyne,  and  thilko  hote  lyr. 
In  which  thou  whylom  brendest  for  desyr, 
Whan  that  thou  usedest  the  grete  beautee 
Of  fayro  yonge  fresshe  Venus  free,       23S6 
And  huddest  hir  in  armes  at  thy  wille, 
Al-though  thee  ones  on  a  tyme  mistille 
Whan  Vulcanus  had  caught  thee  in  his 

las,  (1531) 

And  fond  thee  ligging  by  his  wyf,  alias  ! 
For  thilko  sorwe  that  was  in  tli3-n  herto, 
Have  routho   as  wel   up-ou   my  i)eynes 

smerte.  2392 

I  am  yong  and  unkonning,  as  thou  wost. 
And,    as   I   trowe,    with    love    offended 

most. 
That  ever  was  any  lyves  creature  ;       2395 
For  she,  that  dooth  me  al  this  wo  endure, 
Ne  recchcth  never  wher  I  sinko  or  fleto. 
And  wel  I  woi)t,  er  she  mc  mercy  liete, 
I  moot  with  strengthe  winne  hir  in  the 

place;  •       (i54') 

And  wol  I  woot,  withouten  help  or  grace 
Of   thee,   ne   may  my  strengthe   noght 

availle.  2401 

Than    help   me,   lord,   to-morwe   iu   my 

bataille, 
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For  thilke  i'yr  tluit  whylom  biente  thee, 
As  wel  as  thllko  lyr  now  bicnnctli  mc  ; 
And  rlothat  I  to-morwc  have  victoric.  J405 
Myn  bo  the   travaillo,  and  thyu  be  the. 

glorie  ! 
Tli3-  soverein  temple  wol  I  most  honowren 
Of  any  phice,  and  alwoy  most  labourcn 
^n    thy  plcsaunce   and    in    tliy   craftes 

st  rouge,  {^55') 

And  in  thy  temple  I  wol  my  baner  honge. 
And  alle  the  armos  of  my  companye  ;  241 1 
And  evere-mo,  un-to  tliat  day  I  dye, 
Eterne  i'yr  I  wol  bit'orn  tliue  lindo. 
And  eek  to  this  avow  I  wol  mc  binde  : 
My  herd,  mj-n  heer  that  hongeth  long 

adovin,  ^4'5 

That  never  yet  ne  felte  ofifensioun 

asoiir  nor  of  sliere,  I  wol  thoe  yive, 
And  been  thy  trewe  servant  whyl  I  live. 
Now  lord,  liave  routhe  np-ou  my  sorwes 


kf. 


sore. 


Fond  ill  liis  okio  experience  an  art,    2445 
That  he  ful  sone  hatli  plesed  every  parr. 
As  sootli  is  sayil,  elde  liath  greot  avantage  ; 
In  el'le  is  ))otlic  wisdom  and  usage  ;(i590) 
Men  may  the  oldo  at-renne,  and  noghfc 

at-rode. 
Satiime  anon,  to  stinten  stryf  an<l  drede, 
Al  be  it  that  it  is  agaj-11  his  kyndo,     2451 
Of  al  this  stryf  he  gan  remedie  fyntle. 

'  My  dere  doghter  Venus,' quod  Satnrne, 
'  My  cours,  that  hath  so  wyde  for  to  turne, 
Hath  more  power  than  wot  any  man.  245:5 
Myn  is  the  drenching  in  the  see  so  wan  ; 
Mj-n  is  the  prison  in  the  derke  cote  ; 
Myn  is  the  strangling  and  hanging  by  the 

tlirote ;  (1600) 

The  miirmure,  and  the  cherles  rebelling, 
The  groyning,  and  the  pi-yvce  empoyson- 

ing :  2460 

I  do  vengeance  and  pleyn  correccioun 


Yif  me  f  victorie,  I  aske  thee  namorc.'  2420  -' 

The  preyere  stinte  of  Aroita  the  stronge, 
The  ringes  on  the  temple-dore  that  honge. 
And  eek  the  dores,  clatereden  ful  faste, 
Of  which  Arcita  som-what  liim  agaste. 
The  fyres  brende  up-on  the  auter  brighte. 
That  it  gan  al  the  temi^le  for  to  lighte  ; 
And  swete  smel  the  gi-ound  anon  up-yaf. 
And  Arcita  anon  his  hand  up-haf,     (1570) 
An<l  more  encens  iu-to  the  fyr  he  caste, 
With  othere  rytes  mo  ;  and  atte  laste  24.^0 
The  statue   of  Mars  bigan  his  liauberk 

ringc. 
And  with  that  soun  he  herde  a  murmur- 

inge 
Ful    lowe    and    dim,   tliat    sa^de    thus, 

'  Victorie ' : 
For  which  he  yaf  to  Mars  honotir  and 

glorie. 
And  thus  with  joye,  and  hope  wol  to  fare, 
Arcite  anon  un-to  his  inne  is  fare,      2436 
As  fa3^n  as  fowel  is  of  the  brighte  sonne. 
And  right  anon  swich  strj-f  ther  is  bi- 
gonne  (1580) 

For  thilke  graunting,  in  the  hevone  above, 
Bitwixe  Venus,  the  goddesse  of  love,  2440 
And  Mara,  the  sterne  god  armipotente, 
That  Jupiter  was  bisy  it  to  stente  ; 
Til  that  the  pale  Saturnus  the  colde, 
That  knew  so  manye  of  aventure&oUle, 


(1561)^)  Whyl  I  dwelle  in  the  signe  of  the  Leoun. 


Myn  is  the  ruine  of  the  hye  halles, 
The  falling  of  the  toures  and  of  the  walles 
Up-on  the  mynour  or  the  carpenter.  24()5 
I  slow  Sampsoun  in  shaking  the  piler  ; 
And  nij-ne  be  the  maladyes  colde, 
The  derke  tresons,  and  the  castes  oldo  ; 
My  loking  is  the  fader  of  pestilence.  ( 161 1 ) 
Now  weep  nanwre,  I  shal  doon  diligence 
That  Palamon,  that  is  thjni  owne  knight, 
Shal  have  his  lad  j-,  as  thou  hast  him  bight. 
Thougli  Mars  shal  helpe  his  knight,  yet 

natlielees 

Bitwixe  j-ow  ther  moot  be  som  tyme  pees, 
Al  be  ye  noght  of  o  eomploxioun,         2475 
That  causotli  al  day  swich  divisiouu. 
I  am  thin  ajxd,  redy  at  tliy  willo  : 
"Weep  thou  namore,  I  wol  tli3-  host  ful- 

fille.'  (1620) 

Now  wol  I  stinten  of  the  goddes  above, 
Of  Mars,  and  of  Venus,  goddesse  of  love. 
And  telle  j'ow,  as  iileyiily  as  I  can,      2481 
The  grete  eifect,  for  which  that  I  bigan. 
Explicit  tercia  pars. 
Sequitur  pars  quarta. 
Greet  was  the  teste  in  Atlienes  that  day, 
And  eek  tlio  lusty  seson  of  that  Miiy 
Made    every    Avight    to    been    in    swich 

plesaunce,  2485      jf\^ 

That  al  that  Monday  justen   they  and 

dauncc,  I 
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And  spenden  it  in  Venus  heigli  ser\yse. 
Hut  by  the  cause  that  they  sholde  ryse 
Erly,  lor  to  seen  the  prete  fight,         (lO^') 
Unto  hir  reste  wente  they  at  night.    2490 
And  on  the  morwe,  whan  that  day  gan 

springe, 
Of  hors  and  harneys,  noyse  and  elateriuge 
Ther  -vvas  in  hostelryes  al  aboute  ; 
Ami   to  the   paleys   rood    ther   many   a 

route 
Of  lordes,  up-on  stedes  and  i>alfreys.  2495 
Ther  maystow  seen  de\-j'sing  of  herneys 
So  uncouth  and  so  riehe,  and  -vvroght  so 

weel 
Of   goldsmithrie,    of   browding,   and    of 

steel;  (1640) 

The  sheeldes  brighte,  testers,  and  trap- 

pures  ; 
Cfold-hewen    helmes,   hauberks,    cote-ar- 

mures ;  250" 

Lordes  in  paraments  on  hir  courseres, 
ICnightes  of  retenue,  and  eek  squyeres 
Nailiiige  the  speres,  and  helmes  bokelinge, 
Gigginge  of  sheeldes,  with  laj-neres  la- 

cinge  ; 
Ther  as  need  is,  they  weren  no-thing  ydel ; 
The  foniy  stedes  oii  the  golden  brj-del  2506 
Gnawinge,  and  faste  the  armiirei"S  also 
With  fyle  and  liamer   prikinge  to  and 

fro  ;    •  (1050^ 

Yemen  on  fote,  and  communes  many  oon 
With  shorte  staves,  thikke  as  they  may 

goi.u  ;  2510 

Pypes,  trompes,  iiakers,  clariounes, 
That  in  the  bataille  blowen  blody  sounes  ; 
The  i)aleys  ful  of  i)eples  up  and  doun, 
Heer  three,  ther   ten,  holding  hir  ques- 

tioun, 
Divj-niiige  of  thise  Theban  kuightes  twc'. 
Somme  seyden  thus,  sommc  seyde  it  shal 

Ije  so  ;  2516 

Somme  helden  with  him  with  the  blake 

herd, 
Somme  with  tlie  balled,  somme  with  the 

thikke-herd ;  (,1660) 

Somme    sayde,    he    loked   grim   and   he 

woliie  figlite  : 
He   hatli  ft  sparth  of  twenty  pound  of 

wighte,  2520 

Thus  was  the  halle  ful  of  divj'uinge, 
Longe  after  that  the  s)nne  gan  to  springe. 


The  grete   Theseus,  that  of  his  sleep 

awaked 
With  minstralcye   and  noyse   that  was 

maked, 
Hold  ,^ct  the  chambre  of  his  palcys  richc, 
Til  that  the  Thebane  knightes,  bothe  y- 

liclie  2526 

Honoured,  were  into  the  palej's  fet. 
Duk  Theseus  was  at  a  window  set,    (1670; 
Arrayed  right  as  he  were  a  god  in  trone. 
The  peple  preesseth  thidcr-ward  ful  sone 
Him  for  to  seen,  and  doon  heigh  reverence, 
And   eek  to  herkne    his    hest    and  his 

sentence. 
An  heraud  on  a  scaffold  made  an  ho, 
Til  al  the  noyse  of  peple  was  y-do  ; 
And  whan  he  saugh  the  peple  of  noyse  al 

stille,  2535 

Tho  showed  he  the  mighty  dukes  wUle. 

'The  lord  hath  of  his  heigh  discrecioun 
Considered,  that  it  were  clestruccioun  ( 1680) 
To  gentil  blood,  to  tighten  in  the  gj'se 
Of  mortal  bataille  now  in  this  empiyse  ; 
Wherfore,  to  shapen  that  they  shul  not 

dye,  2541 

He  wol  his  firste  purpos  modifj-e. 
No  man  therft>r,  up  peyne  of  los  of  13'f, 
No  maner  shot,  ne  pollax,  ne  short  knj-f 
Into  the  listes  sende,  or  thider  bringe  ;  2545 
Ne  short  swerd  for  to  stoke,  with  pojTit 

bytinge. 
No  man  ne  drawe,  ne  here  it  l)j'  his  syde. 
Ne  no  man  shal  un-to)iisf('laweryde(i69o) 
But  o  cours,  witli  n  sharp  y-grounde  spere ; 
Foyne,  if  him  list,  on  fote,  hun-self  to 

were.  2550 

And  he  that  is  at  meschief,  shal  be  take, 
And  noght  slayn,  but  be  broght  iin-to  the 

stake 
That  shal  ben  ordey^led  on  either  syde  ; 
But   thider  he  shal  by  force,   and   ther 

abyde. 
And  if  so  falle,  the  chieftayn  bo  take  2555 
On  either  syde,  or  elles  slee  his  make, 
No  lenger  shal  the  turneyinge  laste. 
God  spede  yow  ;   goth  forth,  and  ley  on 

faste.  (1700J 

With  long  swerd  and  with  maces  fight 

your  fiUe. 
Goth  now  your  wey;  this  is  the  lordes 

wille.'  2560 
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The  voys  of  peplc  toueheile  the  heveue, 
So  k>aile  crjHlon  they  with  inerj-  stevene  : 
'  God  save  swich  a,  lord,  that  is  so  good, 
He  wilueth  110  destnxccioun  of  blood  I ' 
Up  goon  the  trompes  aud  the  melodye.  2565 
And  to  the  listcs  lit  the  conipanye 
By  ordinaunce,  thurgh-out  the  citee  large, 
Hanged  with  cloth  of  gold,  and  nat  with 

sarge.  (1710) 

Ful  lyk  a  lord  this  noble  diik  gan  ryde, 
Tiiise  two  Thebanes  np-on  either  syde ;  2570 
And  after  rood  the  qviene,  and  Emelye, 
And  after  that  another  companye 
Of  oon  and  other,  after  liir  degiee. 
And   thus   thoy   passen    thurgh-out   the 

citee. 
And  to  the  listes  come  they  by  tyme.  2575 
It  nas  not  of  the  day  yet  tully  pryme, 
Whan  set  was  Theseus  ful  riche  and  liye, 
Ipolita  the  queue  aud  Eiuelye,  (1720) 

Aud  other  ladies  in  degrees  aboute. 
Uu-to  the  seetes  preesseth  al  the  route.  2580 
And  west-ward,  thurgh  the  gates  under 

Marte. 
Arcite,  and  eek  the  hundred  of  his  ijarte, 
With  bauer  reed  is  entred  right  anon  ; 
Aud  in  that  selve  moment  Palamon 
Is  under  Venus,  est -ward  in  the  place,  2585 
"With  bauer  whj-t,  and  hardy  chere  and 

face. 
In  al  the  world,  to  seken  up  and  doun, 
80  even  with-outen  variacioun,  (1730) 

Ther  nere  swiche  companyes  tweye. 
For  ther  nas   noon   so  wys  that   coude 

soye.  2590 

That  any  hadde  of  other  avauntage 
Of  worthinesse,  ne  of  estaat,  ne  age. 
So  e\en  were  they  chosen,  for  to  gesse. 
And  iu  two  renges  faire  they  hem  dresse. 
Whan  that  hir  names   rad  were   everi- 

choon,  2595 

That  in  hir  nombre  gyle  were  ther  noon,' 
Tho  were  the  gates  shet,  and  cryed  was 

loude  : 
'  Do   now  your    devoir,    yonge    knightes 

proude  ! '  (1740) 

The  heraudes  lefte  hir  priking  up  and 

doun :  2599 

Now  ringeu  trompes  brnde  and  clarioun  ; 
Ther  is  uamore  to  seyn,  but  west  and  est 
In  goon  the  speres  ful  sadlj-  in  arest ; 


In  goth  the  sharpe  spore  in-to  the  syde. 
Ther  seen  men  who  can  juste,  and  who 

can  ryde  ; 
Ther    shiveren    shaftes    up-on    sheeldes 

thikko  ;  2605 

He    feleth    thurgh   the   herte-spoon   the 

prikke. 
Up  springen  speres  twenty  foot  on  higlite ; 
Out    goon    the    swerdes    as    the    silver 

Ijrighte.  (1750) 

The  helmes  they  to-heweu  and  to-shrede  ; 
Out  brest  the  blood,  with  sterne  stremes 

rede.  2610 

With  mighty  maces  the  bones  they  to- 

breste. 
He  thurgh  the  thikkeste  of  the  throng 

gan  threste. 
Ther  stomblen  stedes  stronge,  and  doun 

goth  al. 
He  rollcth  vinder  foot  as  dof)th  a  bal.  2614 
He  foyneth  on  his  feet  with  his  tronchouu, 
And  he  him  hurtleth  with  his  hors  adoun. 
He  thurgh  the  body  is  hurt,  and  sitheu 

y-take. 
Maugree  his  heed,  and  broght  un-to  the 

stake,  •  (1760) 

As   forward   was,    right   ther    he    moste 

abyde ; 
Another  lad  is  on  that  other  syde.       2620 
And  som  tyme  dooth  hem  Theseus  to  reste, 
Hem  to  refresshe,  aud  drinken  if  hem 

leste. 
Ful  ofte  a-day  han  thise  Thebanes  two 
Togidre  y-met,  and  wroght  his  felawe  wo; 
Unhorsed  hath  ech  other  of  hem  tweye. 
Ther  nas  nO  tygre  in  the  vale  of  Galgo- 

pheye,  2626 

Whan  that  hir  whelp  is  stole,  whan  it  is 

Ijte, 
So  cruel  on  the  liunte,  as  is  Arcite    (1770) 
For  jelous  herte  upon  this  Palamoun  : 
Ne  iu  Belmarv'e  ther  nis  so  fel  leoun,  2631J 
That  hunted  is,  or  for  his  hunger  wood, 
Ne  of  his  praye  desireth  so  the  V)lood, 
As  Palamon  to  sleen  his  fo  Arcite. 
The  jelous  strokes  on  hir  helmes  bj-te  ; 
Out   renneth   blood   on   both    hir    sydcs 

rede.  2635 

Som  tjTne  an  ende  ther  is  of  e\erj-  dede ; 
For  er  the  sonne  un-to  the  reste  wente, 
The  stronge  king  Emetreus  gan  hente 
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This  Palamou,  as  he  taught  with  Arcite, 
And  ma<le  his  swerd  depe  in  his  flesh  to 

byte  ;  (178-!)  264" 

And  l>j'  the  force  of  twenty  is  he  take 
Unjoldon,  and  y-drawe  i^nto  the  stake. 
And  in  the  rescous  of  this  Palamouii 
The  stronge  king  Ligurge  is  born  adovin  ; 
And  king  Emotreus,  for  al  his  strengtlie, 
Is  born  out  of  his  sadel  a  swerdes  lengthe, 
So  hitte  him  Talamon  er  he  were  take  ; 
But  al  for  noght,  he  was  broght  to  the 

stake.  (1790) 

His  liardy  herte  mighte  him  helpe  naught ; 
He  moste  abyde,  whan  that  he  was  caught 
By  force,  and  eek  by  composicioun.  2651 
Who  sorweth  now  but  woful  Palamoun, 
That  moot  naniorc  goon  agayn  to  fighte  ? 
And  whan  tliat  Theseus  had  seyn  this 

sight  e,  ^65+ 

Un-to  the  folk  that  foghten  thus  echoon 
He  cryde,  '  Ho  !  namore,  for  it  is  doon  ! 
I  wol  be  trewe  juge,  and  no  partye. 
Arcite  of  Thebes  shal  have  Emelye,  (1800) 
That  by  his   fortune   hath  hir   faire   y- 

wonne.' 
Anon  tlier  is  a  noyse  of  peple  bigonne  2660 
For  joye  of  this,  so  loude  and  heigh  with- 

alle, 
It  somed  that  the  listes  sholde  falle. 

What  can  now  faire  Venus  doon  above  ? 
What  seith  she  now?    what  dooth  this 

queue  of  love  ? 
But  wepcth  so,  for  wanting  of  hir  wille, 
Til  that  hir  teres  in  the  listes  fille  ;      2666 
She  seyde  :  '  I  am  ashamed,  doutelees.' 
Saturnus  seyde  :  '  Doghter,  hold  thy  pees. 
Mars  hath  liis  wille,  his  knight  hath  al 

his  bone,  (181 1) 

And,  by  myn  heed,  thoii  shalt  ben  esed 

sone.'  2670 

The  tromjies,  with  tlie  loude  minstral- 

cye, 
The  heraudes,  that  ful  loude  yoUe  and 

crj'e, 
Been  in  hir  wele  for  joye  of  dauu  Arcite. 
But  herkneth   me,  and  stiiiteth   now  a 

Whicli  a  miracle  thcr  bifel  anon.  2675 

This  fierse  Arcite  hath  of  his  helm  y-don. 
And  on  a  courser,  for  to  shewe  his  face. 
Ho  priketh  endelong  the  large  place,  (1820) 


Loking  iipward  up-on  this  Emelye  ;    2679 
And  she  agayn  him  caste  a  freendlich  ye, 
(For  wonimen,  as  to  speken  in  comune. 
They  folwen  al  the  favour  of  fortune  1 ; 
And  she  was  al  his  chero,  as  in  his  herto. 
Out  of  the  grountl  a  furie  infernal  stei-te, 
From  Pluto  sent,  at  requeste  of  Saturne, 
For  which  his  hors  for  fere  gaii  to  turno. 
Anil  Iciop  asydo,  and  foundred  as  lie  leep  ; 
And,  er  that  Arcite  may  taken  keep,  (1830) 
He  pighte  him  on  the  pomel  of  his  heed. 
That  in   the  place  he   lay  as  he  were 

deed,  2i)<)o 

His  brest  to-brosten  with  his  sadel-bowe. 
As  blak  he  lay  as  any  cole  or  crowe, 
So  was  the  blood  y-ronnen  in  his  face. 
Anon  he  was  y-born  out  of  the  place 
With  herte  soor,  to  Tlieseus  jialcys.     2095 
Tho  was  he  corven  out  of  his  harneys. 
And   in  a  bed  y-brouglit   ful   faire   and 

blyve, 
I  For  he  was  yet  in  memorie  and  alyve,  ( 1 840) 
And  alway  crying  after  Emelye. 

Duk  Theseus,  with  al  his  companye,  2700 
Is  comen  hoom  to  Athenes  his  citee, 
With  alle  blisse  and  greet  solempnitce. 
Al  be  it  that  this  aventure  was  falle, 
He  nolde  noght  disconforten  hem  alle. 
Men  seyde  eek,  that  Arcite  shal  nat  dye ; 
He  shal  ben  heled  of  his  maladye.        2706 
And  of  another  thing  they  were  as  fayn. 
That  of  hem  alle  was  ther  noon  y-slayn, 
Al  were  tliey  sore  y-hurt,  and  namely  oon. 
That  with  a  sjiere  was  thirled  his  brest- 

boon.  (1-852)   2710 

To  othere  woundes,  and  to  broken  armes, 
Some  hadden  salves,  and  some  had<len 

charmes  ; 
Fermacies  of  herbes,  and  eek  save 
They  dronken,  for  they  wolde  hir  limes 

have. 
For  which  tliis  noble  duk,  as  he  wel  can, 
Conforteth  and  lionoxireth  every  man,  2716 
And  made  revel  al  the  longe  night, 
Un-to  tho  straunge  lordes,  as  was  right. 
Ne  ther  was  holden  no  disconfitingc,  (1861) 
But  as  a  justes  or  a  tourneyinge  ;         2720 
For  soothlj'  ther  wa.s  no  disconfituro. 
For  falling  nis  nat  but  an  aventure  ; 
Xo  to  be  lad  with  fors  un-to  the  stake 
Unyolden,  and  with  twenty  knigJites  take. 
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O  jiersone  alloiic,  with-oiiten  mo,         2725 
And  hariecl  forth  })y  arme,  foot,  and  to, 
And  ock  his  stede  driven  forth  with  staves. 
With    footmen,    hothe    yemen    and   eek 

knaves,  (1870;)  I 

It  nas  aretted  him  no  vileinye,  2729  1 

Ther  may  no  man  clepcn  it  cowardye. 

For  which  anon  duk  Tliesens  leet  crye, 
To  stinten  alle  rancour  and  envyc, 
The  gree  as  wel  of  o  syde  as  of  other, 
And  either  syde  y-lyk,  as  otliercs  brother ; 
And  yaT  hem  yiftes  after  hir  degree,    2735 
And  fully  heeld  a  teste  dayes  three  : 
And  conveyed  the  kinges  worthily 
Ont  of  his  toun  a  joumee  largely.     (1880) 
And  hoom  wente  every  man  the  righte 

way. 
Ther  was  namore,  hnt  '  far  wel,  have  good 
day ! '  2740 

Of  this  hataille  I  wol  namore  endyte, 
But  speke  of  Palamon  and  of  Arcito. 
Swelleth  the  brest  of  Arcite,  and  the 
sore 
Encreesseth  at  iiis  herte  more  and  more. 
The  clothered  blood,  for  any  lechecraft, 
'  Corrapteth,  and  is  in  his  bonk  y-laft,  274.6 
That  neither  veyne-blood,  ne  vontusinge. 
Ne  drinkc  of  herbes  may  ben  hishelpinge. 
The  vertu  cxpulsif,  or  animal,  (1891; 

Fro  thilke  vertii  cleped  natural  2750 

Ke  may  the  venim  voyden,  ne  expelle. 
The  pypes  of  his  longes  gonne  to  swelle, 
And  every  lacerte  in  his  brest  adoun 
Is  shent  with  venim  and  cormpcioun. 
Him  gayneth  neither,  for  to  gete  his  lyf, 
Vomj-t.  upward,  ne  donnward  laxatif ;  2756 
Al  is  to-brosten  thilke  rogioun, 
Xature  hath  now  no  dominaoionn.  (1900) 
And  certeinly,  ther  nature  wol  nat  wii'che, 
Far-wel,    phisyk !    go    ber    the    man   to 
chirche  I  2760 

This  al  and  som,  that  Arcita  mot  dye. 
For  which  he  sendeth  aft«r  Emelye, 
And  Palamon,  that  was  his  cosin  dere  ; 
Than  seyde   he   thus,   as   ye   shnl  after 
here. 
'  Naught  may  the  woful  spirit  in  myn 
herte  2765 

Declare  o  poynt  of  alle  my  sorwes  smerte 
To  vow,  my  lady,  that  I  love  most : 
But  I  biquethe  the  service  of  my  gost  (1910) 


To  yow  aboven  every  creature, 
Sin  that  my  lyf  may  no  lenger  dure.  2770 
Alias,  the  wo  I  alias,  the  peyncs  stronge, 
That  I  for  yow  have  suffrod.  and  solonge  ! 
Alias,  the  deeth  I  alias,  myn  Emelye  I 
Alias,  departing  of  our  companye  1      2774 
Alias,  mj-n  hertes  quene  !   alias,  my  wyf ! 
Myn  hertes  lady,  endere  of  my  lyf ! 
What  is  this  world  ?  what  asketh  men  to 

have  ? 
Xow  with  his  love,  now  in  his  colde  grave 
Allone,  with-outen  any  companye.    (1921) 
Far-wel,  my  swete  fo  !  mj-n  Emelye  I  2780 
And  softe  tak  me  in  your  armes  twej'e, 
For  love  of  God,  and  herkneth  what  I  seye.. 

I  have  heer  with  my  cosin  Palamon 
Had  strj-f  and  rancour,  man.v  a  d.iy  agon. 
For  love  of  yow,  and  for  my  jelousye.  2785 
And  Jupiter  so  wis  my  soule  gye, 
To  speken  of  a  servant  proprely. 
With  alle  circumstatinces  trewely,    (1930) 
That   is   to   seyn,    trouthe.    honour,   and 

knighthede, 
Wisdom,    huniblesse,   estaat,    and   heigh 
kinrede,  2790 

Fredom,  and  al  that  longeth  to  that  art, 
So  .Jupiter  have  of  my  soule  part. 
As  in  this  world  right  now  no  knowe  I  non 
So  worthy  to  ben  loved  as  Palamon,  2794 
That  scrveth  yow,  and  wol  don  al  his  lyf. 
And  if  that  ever  ye  shixl  been  a  wyf, 
Foi-yet  nat  Palamon,  the  gentil  man.'(i939) 
And  with  tliat  word  his  speche  faille  gan. 
For  from  his  feet  up  to  his  brest  was  come 
The  cold  of  deeth,  that  hadde  him  over- 
come. 2800 
And  yet  more-over,  in  his  armes  two 
The  vital  strengthe  is  lost,  and  al  ago. 
Only  the  intellect,  with-outen  more, 
That  dwelled  in  his  herte  syk  and  sore, 
Gan  faillen.  when  the  herte  felte  deeth, 
Dusked  his  eyen  two,  and  failled  breeth. 
But  on  his  lady  yet  caste  he  his  ye;  C1949) 
His  laste  word  was.  '  mercy,  Emelye  ! ' 
His  spirit  chaunged  hous,  and  wente  ther, 
As  I  cam  never,  I  can  nat  tellen  wher.  2810 
Therfor  I  stinte,  I  nam  no  divinistre  ; 
Of  soules  finde  I  nat  in  this  registre. 
Ne  me  ne  list  thilke  opiniouns  to  telle 
Of  hem,  though  that  thoy  wryten  wher 
thev  dwelle. 
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Arcite  is  colil,  ther  Mars  liis  soule  gj-e  ; 
Now  wol  I  speken  forth  of  Emelye.  2816 
Shrighte  Emelye,  and  liowleth  Palamon, 
-Villi  Theseus  liis  siister  took  anon  (igfe) 
Swowuinge,  anil  1  jar  hir  fro  the  corps  away. 
What  helpeth  it  to  tarien  forth  the  day, 
To  tellen  liow  she  weep,  bothe  eve  and 

morwo?  2821 

For  in   swioh   cas  wonxnien  liave  swicli 

sorwo. 
Whan  that  hir  honsbonds  been  from  hem 

That  for  the  more  jiart  they  sorwen  so, 
Or  elles  fallen  in  swich  maladye,  2825 

That  at  the  laste  certainly  they  dye. 

Infinite  been  the  sorwes  and  the  teres 
Of  olde  foUv,  and  folk  of  tendre  yeres,  ( 1970) 
In  al  the  tonn,  for  deeth  of  this  Theban  ; 
For  him   ther  wepeth   b<ithe   child   and 

man ;  2830 

So  greet  a  weping  was  ther  noon,  certayn, 
Wlian  Ector  was  y-broght,  al  fresh  y-slayn. 
To  Troyo  ;  alias  !  the  pitee  that  was  ther, 
Cracching  of  chekes,  rending  eek  of  heer. 
'  Wliy  woldestow  be  deed,'  thise  wommen 

crye,  2835 

'  And  haddest  gold  y-nough,  and  Emelye  ? ' 
No  man  mighte  gladen  Theseiv?, 
1^^       Savinge  his  olde  fader  Egens,  (igSiV) 

A'.  That  knew  this  worldes  transmutacioiin, 
|l  As  he  had  seyn  it  chaungen  np  and  doiin, 
V  Joye  after  wo,  and  wo  after  gladnesse  : 
And  sliewed  hem  ensamples  and  lyknesse. 
'  Right  as  ther  deyed  never  man,'  (juod 

he,  2843 

'  That  he  ne  livede  in  erthe  in  som  degree. 
Right  so  ther  live<le  never  man,'  he  seyde, 
'In  al  this  world,  that  sona  tyme  he  ne 

ileyde.  (1988)  2846 

This  world  nis  but  a  thurghfare  ful  of  wo, 
And  we  ben  i^ilgrimes,  passinge  to  and' fro ; 
Deeth  is  an  ende  of  every  worldly  sore.' 
And  over  al  this  yet  seyde  he  muchel  more 
To  this  effect,  ful  wysly  to  enhortc  2851 
Thepeple,  that  they  sholde  hem  reconforte. 

Dnk  Thesens,  with  al  his  bisy  cnre, 
Caste  now  wher  that  the  sepulture 
Of  good  Arcite  may  best  y-maked  be,    2855 
And  eek  most  honurablc  in  his  degree. 
And atthe lastehe took  conclnsioun,  (1999) 
That  ther  as  first  Arcite  and  Palamoun 


Hadden  for  love  the  bataille  hem  bitwene, 
That  in  that  selve  grove,  swote  and  grene, 
Therashehadde  his  amorous  desires,  2861 
His  compleynt,  and  for  love  his  hote  fin^s, 
He  wolde  make  a  fyr,  in  which  th'otfice 
Funeral  he  mighte  al  accomplice  ; 
And  leet  comaunde  anon  to  hakke  and 

hewe  (2007)   2865 

The  okes  olde,  and  leye  hem  on  a  rewe 
In  colpons  wel  arrayed  for  to  brenne ; 
His  officers  with  swifte  feet  they  renne 
And  ryde  anon  at  his  comaundenfent. 
And  after  this,  Theseus  hath  y-sent    2870 
After  a  here,  and  it  al  over-spradde 
With  cloth  of  gold,  the  richest  that  ho 

hadde. 
And  of  the  same  suyte  he  cladde  Arcite '; 
Upon  his  hondes  hadde  he  gloves  whyte ; 
Eek   on   his  heed    a    crouno    of    laurer 

grene,  2875 

And  in  his  hond  a  «werd  ful  bright  and 

kene.  (2018) 

He  leyde  him  bare  the  visage  on  the  here, 
Therwith  he  weep  that  pitee  was  to  here. 
And  for  the  peplc  sholde  seen  him  alle. 
Whan  it  was  day,  he  Ijroghte  him  to  tl)e 

haUe,  2880 

That  roreth  of  the  crying  and  the  s<ran. 

Tho  cam  this  woful  Theban  Palamoun, 
With  flotery  herd,  and  ruggy  asshy  heres, 
In  clothes  blake,  y-dropped  al  with  teres ; 
And,  passing  othere  of  weping,  Emelye, 
The  rewfullcste  of  al  the  companye.   2886 
In  as  muche  as  the  service  sholde  be 
The  more  noble  and  riche  in  his  degree, 
Duk  Thesetis  leet  forth  three  stedes  bringe, 
That  trapped  were  in  steel  al  glitcringe, 
And    covered    with   the  amies  of  daun 

Arcite.  (^2033)  2891 

Up-on  thise  stedes,  that  weren  gi-ete  and 

whj-te, 
Ther  seten  folk,  of  which  oon  barhissheeld, 
Another  his  spere  up  in  his  hondes  heeld  ; 
Tho  thridde  bar  witli  him  liis  bowe  Tur- 
keys, 2895 
Of  brend  gold  was  tho  cas,  and  eek  the 

barneys ;  ('■2038) 

And  ridcn  forth  a  pas  with  sorwefulchere 
Toward  the  grove,  as  ye  shul  after  here. 
The  nobleste  of  the  Grekes  that  ther  were 
Upon  hir  shuldres  carieden  the  here,   st)oo 
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With  slakkc  pas,  an<l  ej-cn  rnlc  .ami  wete, 
Tlmrgh-outthecitee,  bytliemaister-stretp, 
That  sprad  was  al  with  blak,  and  wonder 

hye 
Ttight  of  the  same  is  al  the  stretc  y-wi-ye. 
I'p-on  thp  right  hond  wontc  old  Egeus,  j<)<  15 
And  on  that  other  sydc  dnk  Thrsfns, 
With  vessels  in  hir  hand  of  gold  ful  fyn, 
Al  fnl  of  hony,  milk,  .indMood,  and  wyn  ; 
Eek  Palamon,  with  fnl  greet  companye  : 
And  after  that  cam  wofnl  Emolj'o,      ^910 
With  tyr  in  honde,  as  was  that  tjmrie+hc 
gj'se,  (2053) 

To  do  th'office  of  funeral  servvse. 

Heighlahonr,  and  furgreetapparaillinge 

Was  at  the  sers'ice  and  the  fyr-m.akinge. 

That  with  his  grene  top  the  heven  ranghte, 

And  twenty  fadme  of  brede  the  armes 

stranghte ;  2g^6 

This  is  to  sejm,  the  bowes  were  so  brode. 

Of  stree  first  ther  was  loj-d  ftil  many  a 

lode.  Oo6(>) 

But  how  the  f;sT  was  maked  \ip  on  highte, 

And  eek  the  names  how  the  trees  highte. 

As  ook,    firre,    birch,    asp,    .aider,    holm. 

popler,  2021 

Wilow,   elm,  plane,  ash,   box,   chasteyn, 

lind,  lanrer, 
Mapul,  thorn,  beech,  hasel,  ew,  whippel- 

tree, 
How  they  weren  feld,  shal  nat  be  told  for 

me; 
Xe  how  the  goddes  ronnen  np  an^l  donn. 
Di.sherited  of  hir  habit.ocioun,  2920 

Tn  which  they  woncden  in  resteand  pees, 
Xjnnphes,  Fanncs,  and  Amadrides ;  (2o;o) 
Ne  how  the  bestes  and  the  briddes  alle 
Fledden  for  fere,  whan  the  wode  was falle  ; 
Ne  how  the  gi-ound  agast  was  of  the  light, 
That  was  nat  wont  to  seen  the  sonnebright ; 
Xe  how  the  fyr  was  couched  first  with  stree, 
And  than  with  drye  stokkes  cloven  a  three. 
And  than  with  grene  wo<lo  and  spyoerye, 
And  than  with  cloth  of  gold  and  with 
perrye,  29,10 

And  gerlandes   hanging  with  ful  many 

a  flour, 
The   mirre,   th'encens,   with  al  >o  gi-eet 

odour ; 
Ne  how  Arcite  lay  among  al  this,      f2o8i  1 
Xe  what  richesse  abonte  his  bo<l j'  is  :  2040 


No  how  that  Emelye,  as  was  the  gj'Se, 

Putto  in  the  fyr  of  funeral  servy-^fe  ; 

Ne  how  she  swowned  whan  men  made  the 

fyr,- 

Ne  what  she  spak,  ne  what  was  hir  desyr ; 
Ne  what  jeweles  men  in  the  fyr  tho  caste, 
Wlian  that  tho  fjT  was  greet  and  brente 

faste ;  2946 

No  how  som  caste  hir  sheeld,  and  som  hir 

spere. 
And  of  hir  vestLmentS,  whiche  that  they 

were,  (2090) 

And  cuppes  ful  of  wjni,  and  milk,  and 

blooil. 
Into  the  fjT,  that  brente  as  it  were  wood  ; 
Ne  how  the  Grekes  with  an  huge  rotate 
Thiyt's  riden  al  the  fjT  about e  2952 

I'p-on  the  left  hand,  with  a  loud  shoutinge, 
And  thryes  with  hir  speres  elateringe  ; 
Andthryeshowtheladiesgonnecrye ;  2955, 
Ne  how  th.at  lad  was  hom-ward  Emelye  ; 
Ne  how  Arcite  is  brent  to  asshen  eolde  ; 
Nehowthatliche-wake  was  y-holde  (2100) 
Al  thilke  night,  ne  how  the  Grekes  pleye 
The  v.-.ake-pleyes.  ne  kepe  I  nat  to  seyo ;  2960 
Who   wrastleth   best   naked,    with    oille 

enojTit, 
Ne  who  that  bar  him  best,  in  no  disjoynt. 
I  wol  nat  tellen  eek  how  that  they  gooii 
Hoona  til  Athenes,  whan  the  pley  is  doon  ; 
But  shortly  to  the  poynt  than  wol  I  wende, 
And  m.aken  of  my  longe  tale  an  ende.  2966 
By  processe  and  by  lengths  of  cei*teyn 

ye  res 
Al  stinted  is  the  moorning  and  the  teres. 
Of  Grekes,  by  oon  general  assent,      ''21 11) 
Than  semod  me  ther  was  .a  p.arlcment  2070 
At  Athenes,  np-on  cei-teyn  poynts.and  cas; 
Am.ing  the  Mhiehe  poynts  y-spoken  v.-as 
To  have  with  certeyn  contrces  alliaunce, 
And  have  fully  of  Thebans  obeisatince. 
For  which  this  noble  Theseus  anon     20-5 
Leet  senden  after  gentil  Palamon, 
I'nwist  of  him  what  was  the  cause  and 

why ; 
But  in  his  blake  clothes  sorwefully  O120) 
He  cam  at  his  comaundemente  in  hy<?. 
Tho  sente  Theseus  for  Emelye.  29^0 

AVlian  they  were  set,  and  hust  was  al  the 

place. 
And  Theseus  abiden  hadde  a  siiace 
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Er  any  worcl  cam  from  his  vyse  lircst, 
His  oyen  sette  lie  tlier  as  vas  his  lest, 
And  with  a  sail  visagfo  he  sykeit  stille,  2t(85 
Ainlarterthatriglittluishoseytlehiswille. 
'The  firste  inoevere  of  the  cause  above, 
■\Viian  he  first  made  the  faire  chojne  of 
love,  (-'130) 

Greet  was  th'effect,  and   litigh  was  his 

entente  ; 

Wcl  wiste  he  why,  and  wliat  ther-of  he 

meute ;  2990 

For  with  that  faire  cheyne  of  love  he  bond 

The   fyr,    the    eyr,    the   water,    and    the 

lond 
In  certejniTbonndes,  that  they  may  nat  flee  : 
That  same  prince  and  that  moovore,'qnod 

he, 
'  Hatli  stablissed,  in  this  wrecched  world 
adoun,  2995 

Certeyne  dayes  and  dnracionn 
To  al  that  is  eugendred  in  this  place.  (Ji^g) 
Over  the  whiche  day  they  may  nat  pace, 
Al  mowe  tlioy  jX't  tho  dayes  wel  aljregge  ; 
Ther  needeth  non  aiictoritee  allegge,   3000 
For  it  is  proved  by  experience, 
But  that  me  list  declaren  my  sentence. 
Tlian  may  men  by  this  ordre  wel  discerne. 
That  tliilke  moeverc  stable  is  and  eterne. 
Wel  may  men  knowe,  but  it  be  a  fool,  3005 
That  evei-y  part  deryveth  from  his  hool. 
For  nature  hath  nat  tiike  his  beginning 
Of  no  pai-ty  ue  cantel  of  a  thing,        (2150) 
But  of  a  thing  that  parfit  is  and  stable, 
Descending  so,  til  it  be  corinimpable.  3010 
And  therfore,  of  his  wyse  purvej'aunce. 
He  hath  so  wel  biset  his  ordinaimce. 
That  speces  of  thinges  and  progressiouns 
fcdmllen  enduren  by  successiouns, 
And  nat  etenie  bo,  with-oiite  lye  :        3015 
Tills  maistow  understonde  and  seen  at  y6. 
'  Lo  the  ook,  that  hath  so  long  a  noris- 
shinge 
From  tyme  that  it  first  biginneth  springe, 
Andhathsolongalyf,aswe maysee,  (2161) 
Yet  at  the  lasto  wasted  is  the  tree.       3020 
'  C!(>nsidereth  eek,  how  that  the  harde 
stoon 
Under  our  feet,  on  which  we  trede  and 

goon, 
Yit  wasteth  it,  as  it  lyth  by  the  weye. 
The  brode  river  somtyme  wexeth  drej-o. 


The  grete  tonnes  see  we  wane  and  wcnde. 
Than  niay  j-e  see  that  al  this  thing  hath 

endf.  3026 

'  Of  man  and  womman  seen  we  wel  also. 

That  ncdeth,  in  oon  of  thise  termes  two. 

This  is  to  seyn,  in  youtho  or  clles  age,  (2171  > 

He  moot  ben  deed,  the  king  as   shal  a 

page ;  3<',«J 

Sona  in  his  bed,  som  in  tlie  depe  see, 
Som  in  the  large  feeld,  as  men  may  se ; 
Ther  helpeth  noglit,  al  gotb  that  ilke  weyc. 
Thanne  may  I  seyn  that  al  this  thing  moot 

deye.  3034 

What  maketh  this  Ijut  Jupiter  the  king? 
The  which  isj'rince  and  cause  of  alle  thing, 
Concerting  al  un-to  his  propre  welle, 
From  which  it  is  deryved,  sooth  to  telle. 
And  here-agayns  no  creature  on  Ij've  (2181) 
Of  no  degree  availleth  for  to  stry  ve.    3040 
'  Thanne  is  it  wisdom,  as  it  thinketh  me. 
To  maken  vertu  of  necessitee. 
And  take  it  wel,  that  we  may  nat  esehue, 
And  namolj-  that  to  ns  alle  is  duo. 
And  who-so  gruechoth  oiight,  he  dooth 

folye,  3045 

And  rebel  is  to  him  that  al  may  gye. 
And  certeinly  a  man  hath  most  honour 
To  dyen  in  his  excellence  and  flour,  (2190) 
Whan  he  is  siker  of  his  gode  name  ; 
Than  hath  he  doon  hisfreend,  ne  him,  no 

shame.  3051 J 

And  gladder  oghte  his  freend  ben  of  his 

deeth. 
Whan  with  honour  up-yoldon  is  h  is  breeth, 
Than  whan  his  name  apalled  is  for  age  ; 
For  al  forgeton  is  Ids  vasselage. 
Than  is  it  Ijest,  as  for  a  worthy  fame,   3055 
To  dyen  whan  that  he  is  best  of  name. 
The  contrarie  of  al  this  is  wilfulnosse. 
Why  grucclien  we?  why  have  we  heci- 

nesse,  (2200) 

That  good  Arcite,  of  chivalryo  flour 
Departed  is,  with  duetee  and  honour,  3060 
Out  of  this  foulo  prison  of  this  lyf  ? 
"Wh.y  grucchen  heer  his  cosin  and  his  wyf 
Of  his  wel-fare  that  loved  hem  so  wcel? 
Can  he  hem  thank  V  nay,  God  wot,  never 

a  deel, 
That  bothe  his  soule  and  eek   hem-self 

offende,  3<J<''5 

And  yet  they  mowe  hir  lustes  nat  amende. 


T.  3069—3128.] 


ZU  (niiffcr'6  (profo^ue. 


457 


'  What  may  I  coiichii.le  of  tliis  longe  serie, 
Bvit,  after  wo,  I  rede  us  to  be  merie,  (2210) 
Ami  tliankeu  Jupiter  of  al  ]iis  grace  ?  ' 

Ami,    er    that   we    depaiten    Ironi    this 

place,  3070  ; 

I  rede  that  we  make,  of  sorwes  two,  i 

O  parfyt  joye,  histing  ever-mo  ;  ' 

And  loketh  now,  wlier  most  sorwc  is  lier- 

inne,  ^ 

Tlier  wol  we  first  ameutlen  and  biginnc. 

'Snster,'qiiodhe,  'this  is  my  falle  assent,  ; 
Witli  alth'a\-ysheerofinyparlement,  3076  | 
That  gentil  Pahimoii,  your  owne  knight, 
Tliat  serveth  j'ow  witli  wille,  lierte,  and 

might,  (2220) 

And  ever  hath  do<3n,  sin  that  ye  first  him 

knewe,  3<J79 

Thatyeshul,  of yonr grace,  vip-on  him rowe, 
And  taken   him  for  hotisbonde  and  lor 

lord  : 
Leen  mc  yonr  hond,  for  this  is  o\ir  acord. 
Lat  see  now  of  your  wommanly  pitee. 
He  is  a  kinges  brother  sone,  par<.lee  ; 
And,  though  he  were  apovre  bacheler,  30S5 
Sin  he  hatli  served  yow  so  many  a  yeei'. 


And  had  for  yow  so  greet  adversitee, 

It  moste  been  considered,  levoth  me  ;  (2^30) 

For  gentil  mercy  oghto  to  passen  right.' 

Tlian  seyde he tlius to  Palamon  f ul  right ; 
'  I  trowe  ther  nedetli  litel  sermoning  3091 
To  make  yow  assonte  to  this  thing. 
Com  neer,  and  tak  j-our  lady  by  the  hond.' 
Bitwixen  hem  was  maad  anon  tlie  boml, 
That  higlite  matrimoino  or  mariage,  3095 
By  al  the  counseil  and  the  baronage. 
And  thus  with  alio  blisse  and  melodye 
Hath  Palamon  y-wedded  Ernelye.      (2240) 
And  God,  that  al  this  wyde  world  hath 

•  wroght, 
Sende  him  his  love,  that  hath  it  dere 

a-boght.  3100 

For  now  is  Palamon  in  alle  wele. 
Living  in  blisse,  in  richesse,  and  in  hele  ; 
And  Emelye  him  loveth  so  tendrely, 
And  he  liir  serveth  al-so  gentilly, 
That  never  was  ther  no  word  hem  bitweno 
Of  jelousye,  or  any  other  tcne.  3106 

Tlnis  endeth  Palamon  and  Emelye  ; 
And  God  save  al  this  faire  companj-e .' — • 

Amen.  (2250) 


Here  is  ended  the  Knightes  Tale. 


THE     MILLER'S    PROLOGUE. 


Here  folwen  the  wordes  bityene  the  Host  and  the  Millere. 


WiiAN  that  the  Knight  had  thus  his  t^ale 

y-told. 
In  al  the  route  nas  ther  j'ong  ne  old  31 10 
That  he  ne  seyde  it  was  a  noble  storie, 
And  worthy  for  to  drawen  to  memorie  ; 
And  namely  the  gentils  everichoon. 
■Our  Hoste  lough  and  swoor, '  so  mo<:)t  I  goon. 
This  gooth  aright ;  unbokeledisthemale  ; 
Lat  see  now  who  shal  telle  another  tale  : 
For  trewely,  the  game  is  wel  bigonne.  3117 
Now  telleth  ye,  sir  Monk,  if  that  ye  conne, 

Q 


I  Sumwhat,   to 
I  tale.' 

The    Miller,    that 
1  pale. 


qnyte  with   the   Knightea 

(>■) 

for-di'onken    was    al 

3120 


^^o  that  itnnethe  iip-on  his  hors  he  sat, 

He  nolde  avalen  neither  hood  ne  hat 

Ne  abyde  no  man  for  liis  curteisye. 

But  in  Pilat_es  vws_he  gan  to  cryo. 

And  swoor  by  amies  ;tnd  by  blood  and  ^ 

,    bones,  3125 

'  I  can  a  noble  tale  for  the  nones, 
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With  V  hicU  I  wul  now  qtij-te  the  Knijrlites 

tale.' 
Our  Hoste  snugh  that  he  was  droiike  of 

ale,  (-•»; 

Alidscyito  :  'al>y(l,  R<>1iin,myk've brother, 

Sum  bettre  man  shal  telle  lis  first  aiiothcr : 

Abyd,  and  lat  \is  werken  thriftilj-.'      3131 

'By  goildes  soul,'  qnod  lie,  'that  vol 

iiat  I  ; 
For  I  will  sjielte.  or  elles  go  my  wey.' 
Our    Hoste   answerde  :    '  tel  en,  a  devel 

wey ! 
Thou  art  a  f<x>I,  thy  wit  is  overcome.' ,^i,?5 
'  Now  herkneth,'  i^uod  the  Miller,  '  alle 

and  some ! 
But  first  I  make  a  protestaoioun 
That  I  am  dronke,  I  knowe   it   by  my 

soun  ;  (30) 

And  therfore,  if  that  I  misspeke  or  seye, 
A\'>-te   it  the   ale  of  Southwerk,    I   yow 

preye;  3140 

For  I  wol  telle  a  legeiide  and  a  lyf 
Bothe  of  a  Carpenter,  and  of  his  w\-f', 
,  fj        How  that  a  clerk  hath  set  the  wrightes 
^^  cappe.' 

The  Keveauswerdeandseyde,  -stiutthy 

clappe, 
Lat  be  thj'  lewed  dronken  harlotrye.  31-I.5 
It  is  a  sinue  and  eek  a  greet  folye 
To  apeireu  any  man,  or  him  diffame. 
And    eek  to    bringen  -wyves    iu    swich 

fame.  (40 

Thou   majst    \-uogh    of    othei-e    thinges 

sejTi.' 
This  di-onkeu  Miller  spakfulsoneagej-u. 
And  seyde,  '  leve  brother  Osewold,       3151 
AVlio  hath  no  wyf,  he  is  no  cokewold. 
Ihxt  I  sey  iiat  therfore  that  thou  art  oon  ; 
Ther  been  ful  gode  wyves  manj-  oon. 


•f-And  e\er  a  thousand  gode  ayeyns  oon 

badde,  3>.r'! 

fThat  knowestow  wel  thy-self,  but-if  thou 

madde. 
^Vh^•  ai-tow  angry  with  my  tule  now  ? 
I  ha\e  a  wj-f,  jiardee,  as  well  as  thou,  (50) 
Vet  nolde  I,  for  the  oxen  in  my  i>logh, 
Taken  up-on  me  more  than  y-nogh,    3160 
As  demon  of  my-self  that  I  were  oon  ; 
I  wol  bele>e  wel  that  I  am  noon. 
An  housbond  shal  uat  been  inquisitif 
Of  goddes  privetee,  nor  of  his  wyf. 
So  he  may  finde  goddes  foyson  there,  3165 
Of  the  remenant  nedeth  nat  enquere.' 
What  sholde   I   more  seyn,    ln\t   this 

Millei'e 

He  nolde  his  wordes  for  no  man  forbere,  (60) 

But  tolde  his  cherles  tale  in  his  manere  ; 

Me  thinketh  that  Ishalrehercc  it  here.  3 170 

rAnd     ther-fore     every     gentil     wight    I 

preye. 
For  goddes  love,  demetli  nat  that  I  seye 
Of  evel  entente,  l>ut  that  I  moot  reherce 
Hir  tales  alle,  be  they  bettre  or  werse, 
C)r  elles  falseu  som  of  my  matere.         3175 
And  therfoi-e,  who-so  list  it  uat  y-here, 
Turne  over  the  leef,  and  chese  another 

tale:  {69} 

For  he  shal  finde  y-nowe,  grete  and  smale, 
Of  storial  thing  that  toneheth  gentillesse, 
And  eek  moralitee  and  holinesse  ;        3180 
Blameth  nat  me  if  that  ye  chese  amis. 
\  The    Miller    is   a   cherl,   ye    knowe    wel 

this  ; 
So  was  the  Keve,  and  othere  many  mo, 
And  harlotiye  they  tolden  bothe  two. 
Avyseth  yow  and  putte  nie  out  of  blame ; 
And  eek  men  shal  nat   make  ernest  of 
*^      game.  (78)  3186 
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T.  3i»7-326o.] 


A.    Z(>z  (mifferee  €afe. 


459 


THE    MILLERES    TALE. 


Here  biglnneth  the  Millere  his  tale. 


^^'i^vLOu  tLer  was  dwellinge  at  Oxenford 
A  rk-he  guof.  that  gt-stes  heeld  to  borJ, 
And  id  his  cralt  he  was  a  Carpenter. 
\\'ith   liini   ther  was   dwellinge  a  povre 
sttder.  3190 

Had  lerned  art,  bvit  al  his  fantasye 
Was  turned  for  to  leme  astrologye, 
And  coude  a  certeyu  of  concdusiouns 
To  demeu  by  iuterrogaciouns, 
If  that  men  axed  him  in  certein  houres,  3 195 
\Mian  that  men  sholde  have  droglite  or 
files  shoures,  (loj 

Or  if  men  axed  hini  what  sholde  bifaUe 
Of  every  thing.  I  may  nat  rekene  hem  alle. 

This  clerk  was  eloped  hende  Nicholas  ; 
Of  derne  love  he  coude  and  of  solas  ;  3200 
And  ther-tu  he  was  sleigh  and  ful  privee, 
And  lyk  a  uiajden  meke  for  to  see. 
A  chambre  hadde  he  in  that  hostelrye 
AUone,  with-outen  any  companye, 
Fultetisl>  y-dight  with  herbes  swote  ;  3205 
And  he  him-self  asswete  as  is  the  rote  (20) 
Of  licorys,  or  any  cetewale. 
His  Almagesteaud  bokesgrete  and  smale, 
His  astrelabie.  kaigiuge  for  his  art. 
His  angiim-stones  layen  faire  a-part   3210 
On  shelves  couched  at  his  bcddes  heetl  : 
His  presse  y-coveretl  with  a  falding  reed. 
And  al  above  ther  lay  a  gay  sautrye, 
On  which  he  made  a  nightes  melodye 
So  swetely,  that  al  the  chambre  rong  ;  3215 
And  AngelKS  ad  virffinem  he  song ;         (30). 
And  after  that  he  song  the  kinges  note  ; 
Ful  <.«fteu  blessed  was  his  mery  tiirote. 
And  thus  this  swete  clerk  his  tyme  spente 
After  his  freeudes  finding  and  his  rente. 

This  Carpenter  had  wedded  newe  a  wyf 
Whicli  that  he  lo\ede  more  than  his  lyf ; 
Of  cightetene  yeer  she  was  of  age. 
J  alous  he  was.  and  heeld  hir  uarwe  in  cage, 

Q 


For  she  was  wiMf  and  yong,  and  he  was 

old,  (391  3225 

And  denied  him-self  ben  lyk  a  cokewold. 
He  know  nat  Catonn.  for  his  wit  was  rnde. 
That  bad  man  sholde  wedde  his  similitude. 
Men  sholde  wedden  after  hir  estaat. 
For  youthe  andeldoisoftenat  debaat.  3230 
But  sith  that  he  was  fallen  in  the  snare. 
He  moste  endure,  as  other  folk,  his  care. 

Fair  was  this  yonge  wjf,  and  ther-with-al 
As  any  wesele  hii*  body  gent  and  smaL 
A  cejut  she  worede  barred  al  of  silk.  3235 
A  barmelooth  eek  as  wliyt  as  morue  milk 
Up-c>n  hir  lendes,  ful  of  many  a  gore.  (51) 
Whj-t  was  hir  smok  and  brouded  al  bifbre 
And  eek  bihinde,  on  hLi'  coler  aboute, 
Of  col-blak  silk,  with-inne  and  eek  with- 

oute.  3240 

The  tapes  of  hir  wh^•te  voluper 
Were  of  the  same  suyte  of  hir  coler  ; 
Hir  filet  brood  of  silk,  and  set  ful  hye  : 
And  sikerly  she  hadile  a  likerous  ye.  3244 
Ful  smale  y-pulled  were  hir  browes  two. 
And  tho  were   bent,  and  blake  as  any 

sloo.  (60) 

She  was  ful  more  blisful  qu  to  see 
Than  is  the  newe  pere-jnnette  tree  :    324S 
And  softer  than  the  \\olle  is  of  a  wether. 
And  by  hir  girdel  heeng  a  purs  of  letlier 
Tasseld  with  silk,  and  perled  with  latunn. 
In  al  this  world,  to  seken  up  and  doun. 
There  uis  no  man  so   wys,   that    coude 

thenche 
So  gpy  a  popelote,  or  swich  a  wenche.  3254. 
Ful  brighter  was  the  sh^niing  of  hir  hewe 
Than  m  the  tour  the  uol>le  y-forged  newe. 
But  of  hir  song,  it  was  as  loude  and  yeme 
As  any  swalwe  sittLnge  on  a  berne,  (72) 
Ther-to  she  coude  skippe  and  make  game, 
As  any  kide  or  calf  folwinge  his  dame.  3260 
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Hir  mouth  -was  swete  as  brag<it  <.>r  the 

ineeth, 
Or  honl  of  apples  leyd  in  hej-  or  lieeth. 
Wiusinge  she  was,  as  is  a  joly  eolt, 
Long  as  a  mast,  and  upright  as  a  bolt. 
A  brooch  she  baar  up-on  hir  lowe  coler,  3265 
As  brood  as  is  the  bos  of  a  bocler.         (80) 
Hir  shoes  were  laced  on  hir  legges  hye  ; 
She  was  a  prymerole,  a  pigges-nye 
For  any  lord  to  leggen  in  his  bedde, 
Or  yet  for  any  good  yeman  to  wedde.  3270 

Now  sire,  and  eft  sire,  so  bifel  the  cas. 
That  on  a  day  this  hende  Nicholas 
Fil  with  this  yonge  wyi  to  rage  and  pleye, 
"W'hyl  that  hir  housbond  was  at  Oseneye, 
As  clerkes  ben  ful  subtile  and  fnl  queynte  ; 
Andprively  he  caughte  hir  by  the  queynte, 
And  seyde,  'y-wis,  but  if  ich  have  my 
wille,  (91)  32-7 

For  derne  love  of  thee,  lemnian,  I  spille.' 
And  hceld  hir  harde  by  the  haiinche-bones, 
And  sej'de,  '  lemman,  love  me  al  at-ones. 
Or  I  wol  dyen,  also  god  me  save  ! '  3281 
And  she  sprong  as  a  colt  doth  in  the  ti-ave, 
And  with  hir  heed  she  wryed  faste  awey. 
And  seyde, '  I  wol  nat  k  isse  thee,  by  my  fey, 
Why,  lat  be,'  qiiod  she,  •  lat  be,  Nicholas, 
Or  I  wol  crye  out  "harrow"  and  "alias." 
Do  wey  your  handes  for  your  ciirteisye  I ' 

This  Nicholas  gan  mercy  for  to  ciye, 

And  spak  so  faire,  and  profred  hir  so  faste, 

That   she   hir    love   liim    graunted    atte 

laste,  1 104)  3290 

And  swoor  hir  ooth,  liy  seint  Thomas  of 

Kent, 
That  she  wol  been  at  his  comandement. 
Whan  that  she  may  hir  leyser  wel  espye. 
•  ilyn  housbond  is  so  ful  of  jalousye. 
That  but  ye  wayte  wel  and  been  privee,  3295 
I  woot  right  wel  I  nam  but  deed,'  quod  she. 
'Ye  moste  been  fnl  derne,  as  in  tliis  cas.' 

'  Nay  ther-of  care  thee   noght,'    quod 
Nicholas,  (ri2) 

'  A  clerk  had  litherly  biset  his  whyle, 
But-if  he  coude  a  carpenter  bigyle.'     3300 
And  thus  they  been  acorded  and  y-swom 
To  waj^e  a  tyme,  as  I  have  told  biforn. 
Whan  Nicholas  had  doon  thus  everydeel, 
And  thakked  hir  aboute  the  lendes  weel. 
He  kist  liir  swete,  and  taketli  liis  savitrye, 
And  pleyeth  faste,  and  maketh  melodye. 


Than  fil  it  thus,  that  to  the  parish- 
chirche,  (121) 

Cristes  owiie  werkes  for  to  wirche, 
Tliis  gode  wyf  wente  on  an  haliday  ; 
Hir  forheedshoon  as  bright  as  any  day,  3310 
So  was  it  wasshen  whan  she  leet  hir  werk. 

Now  was  ther  of  that  chirche  a  parish- 
clerk, 
Tlie  which  that  was  y-cleped  Absolon. 
Crul  was  his  heer,  and  as  the  gold  it  shoon. 
And  strouted  as  a  faniie  large  and  brodc  ; 
Ful  streight  and  even  lay  his  joly  shode. 
His  rode  was  reed,  his  eyen  greyo  as  goos  ; 
With  Powles  window  cors'en  on  his  shoos, 
In  hoses  rede  he  wente  fetisly.  (133) 

Y-clad  he  was  ful  smal  andproprely,  3320 
Al  in  a  kirtcl  of  a  light  wachet ; 
Ful  faire  and  thikke  been  the  poyntesset. 
And  ther-up-on  he  hadde  a  gay  surplys 
As  whyt  as  is  the  blosme  up-on  the  rys. 
A  mery  child  he  was,  so  god  me  save,  3325 
Wel  coude  he  lateu  blood  and  clippe  and 
shave,  ('4") 

Andmakeachartreoflondoracquitaunce. 
In  twenty  manere  coude  he  trippe  and 

daunce 
After  the  scole  of  Oxenforde  tho, 
And  with  his  legges  casten  to  and  fro,  3330 
And  pleyen  songes  on  a  small  rnbil)le  ; 
Ther-to  he  song  som-tyme  a  loud  quinible  ; 
And  as  wel  coude  he  pleye  on  his  giterne. 
In  al  the  toun  nas  brewhous  ue  taverne 
That  he  ne  visited  with  his  solas,         3335 
Ther  any  gaylard  tappestere  was.        (150) 
But  sooth  to  seyn,he  was  somdel  squaymous 
Of  farting,  and  of  speche  daungerous. 

This  Absolon,  that  jolif  was  and  gay, 
Gooth  with  a  sencer  on  the  haliday,  3340 
Sensinge  the  wyves  of  the  parish  fasto  ; 
And  many  a  lovely  look  on  liem  he  caste, 
And  namely  on  tliis  carpenteres  wyf. 
To  loke  on  hir  him  thoughte  a  mery  lyf, 
She  was  so  propre  and  swete  and  likerous. 
I  dar  wel  seyn,  if  shehad beenamous,  (160) 
And  he  a  cat,  he  wolde  hir  hente  anon. 

This  pari.sh-clerk,  this  joly  Absolon, 
Hath  in  his  herte  swich  a  love-Ion  gin  go, 
That  of  no  wyf  ne  took  he  noon  ofFringo  ; 
For  curteisye,  he  seyde,  he  wolde  noon. 
The  mone,  whan  it  was  night,  ful  bright  o 
shoon,  3352 
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Ami  Absolon  his  gitenio  liath  y-talio, 
i'or  i)aramours,  he  thoghto  for  to  wal'ic. 
And  forth  hegooth.jolifandamorous,  3355 
Til  he  cam.  to  the  carpenteres  hows     (170) 
A  litel  after  cokkes  hadde  y-crowe  ; 
And  dressed  him  iip  hy  a  shot-windowe 
Tliat  was  np-on  the  cari^enteres  wal. 
He  singreth  in  his  vols  geutil  and  smal, 
'  Now,  derc  la<lj-,  if  thy  wille  bo,  3361 

I  jireye  yow  that  ye  wol  re  we  on  me,' 
Ful  wel  acordannt  to  his  gitcrninge. 
This   carpenter   awook,   and   herde   him 

singe, 
And    spak    i\n-to    his    wj'f,   and     seyde 

anon,  33*^5 

'  What !  Alison  !  herestow  nat  AI>solon 
That  chaunteth  thus  under  our  boures 

wal?'  (i8j) 

And   she   answerde  hir  housbond   ther- 

with-al, 
'  Yis,  god  wot,  John.  I  here  it  every-del.' 
This  passeth  forth  ;    Avhat  wol  j-e  bet 

than  wel  ?  3370 

Fro  day  to  day  this  joly  Al>solon 
So  woweth  hir,  that  liim  is  wo  bigon. 
He  waketh  al  the  night  and  al  the  day ; 
He  kenipte  hise  lokkes  brode,  and  made 

him  gay ;  3374 

Ho  woweth  hir  by  menes  and  brocage, 
And    swoor   Ixe    wolde    been    hir    owne 

page;  (190) 

He  singeth,  brokkinge  as  a  nightingale  ; 
He  sente  hir  piment,  meeth,  and  spyeed 

ale. 
And  wafres,  pyping  hote  out  of  the  glede ; 
And   for  she  was   of  toune,  he  profred 

mede.  3380 

For  som  folk  wol  ben  wonnen  for  richesse. 
And  som  for  sti-okes,  and  som  for  gentil- 

lesse. 
Somtyme,  to  showe  his  lightnesse  and 

maistrye. 
He  pleyeth  Herodes  on  a  scaffold  bye. 
But  what  availleth  him  as  in  this  cas?  3385 
She  loveth  so  this  hende  Nicholas,      (2m)) 
That  Absolon  may  blowe  the  bnkkes  horn ; 
He  ne  hadde  for  his  labour  but  a  scorn  : 
And  thus  she  maketh  Absolon  hir  ape, 
And  al  his  ernest  tiarneth  til  a  jaj)e.    3390 
Ful  sooth  is  this  proverbo,  it  is  no  lye. 
Men  seyu  right  thiis,  '  alwey  the  nye  slye 


Maketh  tin-  ferre  leve  to  l)e  lof)th.' 

For   though   that    Absolon   be   wood    or 


wrootli. 
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Bj--cause  that  he  fer  was  from  hir  sighte, 
This  nye  Nicholas  stood  inhislighte.  (210) 
Now  here  thee  wel,  thou  hende  Nicho- 
las ! 
For  Absolon  may  waille  and  singe  '  alias.' 
And  so  bifel  it  on  a  Saterday, 
This  carpenter  was  goon  til  Osenay  ;  3400 
And  hende  Nicholas  antl  Alisonn 
Acorded  Ijeeu  to  this  couclusioun, 
That  Nicholas  shal  shapen  him  a  wyle 
This  sely  jalous  housbond  to  bigyle  ; 
And  if  so  be  the  game  wente  aright,  3405 
She  slif)lde  slepen  in  his  arm  al  night. 
For  this  was  his  desyr  and  hir  also.    (221) 
And  right  anon,  with-outen  wordes  mo, 
This  Nicholas  no  lenger  wolde  tarie, 
But    doth   ful   softe    un-to   his   chambre 

carie  3410 

Bothe   mete   and   drinke    for    a  day  or 

tweye. 
And  to  hir  housbonde  bad  hir  for  to  seye, 
If  that  he  axed  after  Nicholas, 
She  sholde  seye  she  uiste  where  he  was, 
Of  al  that  day  she  sangh  him  nat  with  ye  ; 
She  trowed  that  he  was  in  maladye,  (230) 
For,  for  no  cry,  hir   niayde   coude   him. 

calle;  3417 

He    uolde    answere,    for   no-thing    that 

mighte  falle. 
This  passeth  forth  al  thilke  Saterday, 
That  Nicholas  stille  in  his  chambre  laj-, 
And  eet  and   sleep,   or   dide  what  him 

leste,  3421 

Til  Sonday,  that  the  sonne  gooth  to  reste. 

This  sely  carpenter  hath  greet  merseyle 

Of  Nicholas,  or  what  thing  mighte  him 

cyle.  3424 

And  seyde,  'I  am  adrad,  by  seint  Thomas, 
It  stondeth  nat  aright  with  Nicholas.  (240) 
God  shilde  that  he  dex'de  sodejiily  ! 
This  world  is  now  fitl  tikel,  sikerly ; 
I  saugh  to-day  a  cors  y-born  to  chirche 
That  now,  on  Monday  last,  I  saugh  him 

wirche.  3430 

Go  up,'  quod  he  un-to  his  knave  anoon, 
'  Clepe  at  his  dore,  or  knokke  with  a  stoon, 
Loke  how  it  is,  and  tel  me  boldely.' 
This  knave  gooth  him  up  ful  sturdily, 
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And  afc  the  cliambre-tlore,  -wlijl  that  he 

stooti ,  343S 

He  Clyde  and  knokked  as  that  he  -were 

wootl : —  (250) 

'  Wliat !     how !     what    do    ye,    maister 

Nicholay  ? 
How  may  ye  slepen  al  the  longe  day  ? ' 

But  al  for  ni>ght,  he  herde  iiat  a  word  ; 
An  hole  he  fond,  tul  lowe  up-on  a  bord, 
Ther  as    the    cat   was   wont    in  for  to 

crepe;  344' 

And  at  that  hole  he  looked  in  fnl  depe, 
And  at  thelastehehadde  of  him  asighte. 
This  Nicholas  sat  gaping  ever  up-righte, 
As  he  had  kyked  on  the  newe  mone.  3445 
Adoun  he  gooth,  and  tolde  his  maister 

sone  (260) 

In  what  array  he  sangli  this  iike  man. 
This  carpenter  to  blesseu  liim  bigan, 
And  seyde,  '  help  us,  seinte  Frideswyde  ! 
A  man  woot  litel  what  him  shal  bityde. 
This  man  is  falle,  with  his  astromye,  3451 
Tu  som  woodncsse  or  in  som  agonye  ; 
I  thoghte  ay  wel  how  that  it  sholde  be  ! 
Men  sholde  nat  knowe  of  goddes  privetee. 
Ye,  blessed  be  alwey  a  lewed  man,       3455 
That  noght  but  only  his  bileve  can  !    (270) 
So  ferde  another  clerk  with  astromye  ; 
He  walked  in  the  feeldes  for  to  prye 
Up-on  the  sterres,  what  ther  sholde  bifalle, 
Til  he  was  in  a  marle-jnt  y-falle  ;        3460 
He  saugli  nat  that.     But  yet,   by  seint; 

Thomas, 
Me  reweth  sore  of  hende  Nicholas. 
He  shal  be  rated  of  his  studying, 
If  that  I  may,  by  .Jesus,  hevene  king  ! 

Get  me  a  staf,  that  I  may  underspore, 
"Whyl  that  thou.   Robin,  hevest   uj)   the 

dore.  (280)  3466 

He  shal  <">ut  of  his  studying,  as  I  gesse ' — 
And  to   the   cliamibre-dore   he  gan  him 

dresse. 
His  knave  was  a  strong  call  for  the  nones, 
And  by  the  hasx)e  he  haf  it  up  atones  ; 
In-to  the  floor  the  dore  til  anon.  3471 

Tliis  Nicholas  sat  ay  as  stille  as  stoon, 
And  ever  gajjed  upward  in-to  the  eir. 
This  carpenter  wende  he  were  in  despeir, 
.And  hente  him  by  the  sholdres  mightily, 
And   shook  him  harde,  and  cryde  spit- 

ously,  (290)  3476 


'  What !    Nicholay  !    what,   )i<jw  !    what ! 

loke  adoun  ! 
Awake,  and  thenk  on  Cristes  passioun  ; 
I  crouche  thee  from  elves  and  fro  wightes !' 
Ther- with  the  night-spel  seyde  he  anou- 

rightes  3480 

On  foure  halves  of  the  hous  aboute, 
And  on  the  threshfold  of  tlie  dore  with- 

oute  : — 
'  Jesu  Crist,  and  seynt  Benedight, 
Blesse   this  hous   from   every  wikjied 

wight, 
For   nightes   ver3'e,    the   white    jyater- 

noster .' —  3485 

Where  wentestow,  sejant  Petres  soster?' 

And  atte  laste  this  hende  Nicholas     (301) 

Gan  for  to  syke  sore,  and  seyde,  '  alias  ! 

Shal  al  the  world  be  lost  eftsones  now  ? ' 

This      carpenter      answerde,       •  what 

seystow  ?  3490 

What !  thenk  on  god,  as  we  don.   men 

that  swinke.' 
This    Nicholas   answerde,   '  feeche   me 

drinke  ; 
And  after  wol  I  speke  in  privetee 
Of  certeyn  thing  that  toiicheth  me  and 

thee ;  3494 

I  wol  telle  it  uon  other  man,  certeyn.' 
This  carpenter  goth  doun,  and  comth 

ageyn,  310) 

And  broghte  of  mighty  ale  a  large  quart ; 
And  whau  that  ech  of  hem  had  dronke 

his  part. 
This  Nicliolas  his  dore  faste  sliette,     34.99 
And  doun  the  carpenter  by  him  he  sette. 
He  seyde,  "  John,  myn  hoste  lief  and 

dere, 
Thou  shalt  up-on  thy  trouthe  swere  mo 

here, 
Tliat  to  no  wight  thou  shalt  this  conseil 

wreye  ; 
For  it  is  Cristes  conseil  that  I  seye,    3504 
And  if  thou  telle  it  man,  lliou  are  forlore  ; 
For  this  vcngaunce  thou  shalt  han  ther- 

fore,  (^320) 

That  if  thou  wreye   me,    thou  shalt   bo 

wood ! ' 
'  Nay,  Crist  forbede  it,  for  liis  lioly  ))lood  !' 
Quod  tho  this  sely  man.  •  I  nam  no  labbe, 
Ne,    though   I  seye,   I   nam   nat  lief  to 

gabbe.  3510 
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Sey  wliat  tlion  wolt,  i  shal  it  never  telle 
To  child  ne  wyf,   by  liim  that  liai-wed 
helle!' 
' Now  John,"  qnotl  Nicholas,  '  I  \\>A  nat 

lye; 
I  have  y-founde  in  uijii  astiologye, 
As  I  have  loked  in  the  mono  bright,    ,1515 
Tliat   now,   a  Monday  next,   at  qiiai-ter- 

night,  1330) 

Shal  falle  a  reyn  and  that  so  wilde  and 

wood, 
That  half  so  greet  was  never  Noes  floo<l. 
This  world,'  he  seyde,  'in  lasse  than  in 

an  hour 
Shal  al  be  dreynt,  so  hidous  is  the  shour ; 
Thtis   shal  inankynde  drenche  and  lese 

hii-lyf.'  ,  35-'' 

This  carpenter  answerde, '  alias,  my  wyf! 

And  shal  she  drenche  ?  alias  !  my  11  -•Ui- 

sovui ! ' 
For  sorwe  of  this  he'iil  almost  adotiu, 
And  seyde,  'is  ther  no  remedie  in  this 


cas 


•)' 


5525 


'  Whj-,    yis,    for    gode,'    aitod    hende 

Nicholas,  (340) 

'  If  thoii  wolt  werken  after  lore  and  reed ; 
Thou  maj-st  nat  werken  after  thyn  owene 

heed. 
For  thus  seith   Salomon,   that   was   fnl 

trewe, 
'•  Werk  al  by  oonseil,  and  thou  shalt  nat 

rewe.''  353'^ 

And  if  thou  werken  wolt  Viy  good  conseil, 
I  undertake,  with-outen  mast  and  seyl. 
Yet  shal  I  saven  hir  and  tliee  and  me. 
Hastow  nat  herd  how  saved  was  Noe, 
Whan   that   our   lord  had  warned   him 

biforn  3535 

Tbart  al  the  world  with  water  sholde  be 

lorn  ? '  f35>^>) 

'  Yis,'  quod   this   carpenter,   '  ful  yore 

ago.' 
'  Hastownat  herd,"  quod  Nicholas,  'also 
The  sorwe  of  Noe  with  his  felawshipe,  ^531^ 
Er  tliat  ho  mighte  gete  his  wyf  to  shipe  ? 
Him  had  be  lever,  I  dar  wel  undertake, 
At  thilke  tyme,  than  alle  hiso  wetheres 

blake. 
That  she  hadde  had  a  sliip  hir-self  allone. 
And  ther-fore.  wostou   what  is  best  to 

done  ?  3544 


This  asketh  haste,  an<l  of  an  liastif  thing 
Men  may  nat  preche  or  maken  tarying. 

Ai^on  go  gete  us  faste  in-to  tliis  in  (361) 
A  knc'ling-trogh,  or  elles  a  kinielin, 
For  ech    of  us,   bi\t   loke  that  they  be 

large. 
In  whiche  we  mowe  swiuime  as  in  a  barge, 
And  lian  ther-inne  vitaUle  suffisant    3551 
But  for  a  day  ;  fy  on  the  remcnant ! 
The  water  shal  aslake  and  goon  away 
Aboiite  pi-yme  up-on  the  nexte  day. 
But   Eobin  may   nat   wito   of  this,   tliy 

knave,  (369)  3555 

Ne  eek  thy  maydc  Gille  I  may  nat  save  ; 
Axe  nat  wliy,  for  thoitgh  thoia  aske  me, 
I  wol  nat  telleu  goddes  privetee. 
Suffiseth  thee,  but  if  thy  wittes  madde, 
To  lian  as  greet  a  grace  as  Noe  hadde.  3560 
Thy  wyf  shal  I  wel  saven,  out  of  doute, 
Go  now  thy  wey,  and  sjieed  thee  heer-. 

aboute. 
But  whan  thou  hast,  for  hir  and  thee 

and  me, 
Y-geten  us  thise  kneding-titbbes  three. 
Than  shaltow  hange  hem  in  the  roof  ful 

hye,  3565 

That  no  man  of  our  pvu'veyaitnce  spye. 
.\nd  whan  thou  thus  hast  doon  as  I  have 

seyd,  1381) 

And  hast  our  vitaille  faire  in  hem  y-lej'il, 

And  eek  an  ax,  to  smyte  the  corde  atwo  . 

.When   that  the   water   comth,  that  we 

may  go,  3570 

And  broke  an  hole  an  heigh,  np-on  the 

gable,  ; 

Unto  the  gardin-ward,  over  the  stable. 
That  we  may  frely  passen  foi-tli  our  way 
Whan  that  the  grete  shour  is  g"X>n  away — 
Than  shaltow  swimme  as  mj-rie,  I  under- 
take, 35/5 
As  doth  the  whyte  doke  after  liir  drake. 
Than  wol  I  clepe,  ''  how  I  Alison  I  how  ! 

John !  (391) 

Be  myrie,  for  the  flood  wol  passe  anon." 
And    thou    wolt    seyn,    '•liayl,    maister 

Nicholay ! 
GiX3d  morwe,  I  se  thee  wel,  for  it  is  d&y." 
And  than  shul  we  be  lordes  al  our  Jyf  35S1 
Of  al  the  world,  as  Noii  and  his  vryf. 

Bitt  of  o  thyng  I  warne  thee  ful  right. 
Be  wel  a'^ysed,  on  that  ilke  night        35S4 
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That  wc  ben  cutred  in-to  shinies  honl, 
That  iioou  of  ns  iie  spekc  nat  a  ■word,  (400) 
Ne  clepe,  ne  ciye,  but  been  iu  his  preyere  : 
Yor  it  is  goddes  owne  heste  dere. 

Thy   vyf  and   thou    mote    hansro    Ilt 
a-twiiine, 
For  that  l>itwixe  yow  shal  be  no  sinne 
Ko  more  in  looking   than  ther  shal   in 
tlede ;  ?50i 

This  ordinance  is  seyd,  go,  god  thee  spede! 
Touii'r\Ce  at  night,   vhan  men  b-'ii  alle 

aslejK', 
lu-to  our  knedmg-tubbes  vol  -we  creiie, 
And  sitten  ther,  abyding  goddes  gi-ace. 
Cfo  nr>w  thj-  wcy,  I'have  no  lenger  space 
To  make  of  this  no  lenger  sermonins.  '4.1 1  > 
Men  seyn  thus,  "  send  the  wyse,  and  sey 
no-thing;"  3598 

Thou  art  so  'wys,  it  nedeth  thee  nat  teche : 
Oo,  save  oiir  Ij^,  and  that  I  thoe  liiseche.' 
This  sely  carpenter  goth  forth  his  v<ey. 
Ful  oftc  he  seith  '  alias '  and  '  weylawcy," 
And  to  his  vj-f  he  tolde  his  priveteo  ; 
And  she  was  Avar,  and  knew  it  bet  than 
he,  (418;  ,-?6o4 

What  al  this  qiieynte  cast  was  for  to  soyo. 
But  nathelees  she  ferde  as  she  wolde  deye. 
And  seyde,  '  alias  !  go  forth  thy  wey  anon, 
Hclii  us  iv  scape,  or  we  ben  lost  ochon  ; 
1  am  thy  trewe  verray  wedded  wyf ; 
C!-o,  dere  spouse,  and  help  to  save  our 
lyf.'  3610" 

Lo  !  which  a  greet  thyng  is  affeccioun  ! 
Men  may  dye  of  imaginacioun, 
80  dejie  may  improssioun  be  take. 
This  selj'  carpenter  biginnoth  quake ;  3614 
Him  thinketh  verraily  that  he  may  see 
Is'oes  flood  come  walwing  as  the  see   (430) 
To  drenehen  Alisoun,  his  hony  dex'e. 
He  A\  epeth,  weyleth,  maketli  sorj-  chore, 
He  syketh  with  ful  many  a  sory  swogh. 
He  gooth  and  geteth  him  a  kneding-trogh, 
And  after  that  a  tubbe  and  a  kimelin,  3621 
And  prively  he  sente  hem  to  his  in, 
And  heng  hem  in  tlio  roof  in  privetee. 
]lis  owne  hand  he  made  laddres  three, 
To  climben  by  the  ronges  and  the  stalkes 
Uu-to  the  tubbes  hanginge  iu  the  balkes, 
And  hem  vitailled,  bothe  trogh  and  tubbe, 
\Mth  breed  and  chese,  and  good  ale  iu 
ajubbe,  (442)3628 


Suffysiuge  right  y-nogh  as  for  a  dny. 
But  er  that  he  had  maad  al  this  array, 
He  seute  his  kua^e,  ami  eek  his  wencho 
also,  3631 

Vji-on  his  nede  to  Loudon  for  to  go. 
And  on  the  Monday,  whan  it  drow  to 

lught. 
He  shette  his  dore  with-oute  candel-light. 
And  dressed  al  thing  as  it  sholde  be.  3635 
And  shortlj-,  up  they  clombcn  alle  three  ; 
The.v  sitten  stille  wel  a  furlong-way.  (451) 
'  Now,  Patcr-nostcr,  clom  !'  seyde  Nicho- 

lay, 
And  '  clom,'  quod  John,  and  '  clom,'  seydo 

Alisoun. 
This  carpenter  seyde  his  de'vocioun,    3640 
And  stille  he  sit,  and  biddeth  hispreyere, 
Awa5"tinge  on  the  rejia,  if  he  it  here. 
The  dede  sleep,  for  werj'  bisinesse, 
Fil  on  this  carpenter,right,  as  I  gesse, 
Aboute  corfew-tyme,  or  litel  more  ;     3645 
For  travail    of    his    goost    he    groneth 

sore,  (460) 

And  oft  he  routeth,  for  his  heed  niislay. 
I>oun  of  the  ladilre  stalketh  Xicholay. 
And  Alisoun.  I'ul  softe  adoun  she  spedde; 
With-outen    Avordes    mo,   they  goon    to 

bedde  3650 

Thci--as  the  carpenter  is  wont  to  lye. 
Ther  was  the  revel  and  the  melodye  ; 
And  thus  l>"th  Alison  and  Nicholas, 
In  bisinesse  of  mirthe  and  of  solas,     3654 
Til  that  the  belle  of  laudes  gan  to  ringe, 
And  freres  in  the  chauncel  gonne  singe. 
This  parish-clerk,    this    amorotis   Ab- 

solon,  (47') 

That  is  for  love  alwey  so  ivo  bigon, 
Up-on  the  Monday  was  at  Oscne.A'c 
"With   companje,    hini   to    disporte   and 

pleye,  3660 

And  axed  up-ou  cas  a  cloisterer 
Ful  prively  after  John  the  carpenter ; 
And  he  drough  him  a-part   out   of  tin,- 

chirche. 
And  se.vde,  '  I  noot,  I  saugh  him  here  nat 

wirche 
Sin  Saterday ;  I  trow  that  he  be  went  3665 
For   timber,    ther   our   abbot   hath   him 

sent  ;  (480) 

For  he  is  wont  for  timber  for  to  go. 
And  dwellen  at  the  grange  a  ilay  or  two; 
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Or'cUcs  he  is  at  his  hous,  certeyn  ;     3669 
Wlior  that  he  be,  I  can  nat  sothly  seyn.' 

This  Absolon  I'ul  joly  was  and  liffht, 
And  thoghte, '  now  is  tyme  wake  al  niglit ; 
For  sikirly  I  saiigh  him  nat  stiringo  3673 
Aboutc  his  dore  sin  daj'  bigan  to  springe. 
So  moot  I  thryve.  I  shal,  at  cokkes  crowe, 
Ful  iirively  knokkcn  at  his  winduwe  (A<)i>> 
Tliat  stant  ful  lowe  up-tm  his  boures  wal. 
To  Alison  now  wol  I  tellen  al 
Wy    love-longing,    for    yet    I    shal    nat 

niisse 
That  at  the  leste  wey  I  shal  hir  kisse.  3680 
Som  nianer  contort  slml  I  li;i\e,  parf'ay, 
Mj-  mouth  hath   icched    al    this   lougo 

day ; 
That  is  a  signe  of  kissing  atte  leste. 
Al  night  me  mette  eek,  I  was  at  a  festc. 
Therfor  I  wol   gon   slcpe   an    liouro   or 

tweye,  3685 

knd  al  the  night  than  wol  I  wake  and 

pleye.'  {5(x>) 

■\\'hau  that  the  firste  cok  hath  crowe, 

anon 
I'p  rist  this  joly  lover  Absolon, 
And  him  arrayeth  gay,  at  point-devys. 
But  first  he  cheweth  grejn  and  lycorj-s, 
Tu  smcUen  s*.ete,  er  he  had  kembd  his 

heer.  3691 

Under  his  tonge  a  trewe  love  he  beer, 
For  ther-by  -vNcnde  he  to  ben  gracious. 
He  rometh  to  the  carpenteres  hous. 
And    stille    he    stant    under    tlie    shot- 

windowe  ;  (509)  3695 

I'n-to  his  brest  it  raughte,  it  was  so  lowe  ; 
And  softe  he  cogheth  with  a  semi-soun — 
'  What  do  ye,  hony-conib,  swete  Alisonn  ? 
My  faire  brid,  my  swete  cinamome, 
A-\\aketli,  leniman  myn,  and  speketh  to 

me  I  3700 

Wei  litel  thenkeu  ye  up-on  my  wo, 
That  for  your  love.  I  swete  ther  I  go. 
No  wonder  is  thogh  that  I  sweltc  and 

swete  ; 
I  moorne  as  doth  a  lamb  after  the  tete. 
Y-wis,  lemman,  I  have  swich  love-long- 

i"ge,  37"5 

That  lyk  a  turtel  trewe  is  my  moorninge ; 

I  may  nat  ete  na  more  than  a  maj-de.'  (521) 

'0<:>  fro  the  window,   Jakke  fool.'  she 

saydc, 


'  As  help  me  god,  it  wol  nat  be  "  com  ba 
me,"  3709 

I  love  another,  and  elles  I  were  to  blame, 
Wei  bet  than  thee,  by  Jesu,  Absolon  I 
Go  forth  tlij-  wey,  or  I  wol  caste  a  ston, 
And  lat  me  slepe,  a  twenty  devel  wey  ! ' 

'Alias,'  quod  Absolon,  'and  weylawey! 
That  trewe  love  was  ever  so  yvcl  biset ! 
Thau  kisse  me,  sin  it  may  be  no  bet,  (530) 
For  Jesus  love  and  for  the  love  of  me.' 
'  Wiltow  than  go  thy  wey  ther-witli?  ' 

quod  she. 
'Ye,  certes,   lemman,"    quod   this   Ab- 
solon. 
'  Thanne   make  thee  redy,'  quod  she, 
'  I  Come  anon  : '  3720 

fAnd  un-to  l\ichc>las  she  seyde  stille, 
f  Xow  hust.  and  thoii  shalt  laughen  al 
thy  fiUe.' 
This  Absolon   doun   sette  him  on  his 
knees. 
And  seyde,  '  I  am  a  lord  at  alle  degrees  ; 
For  after  this  I  hope  ther  cometh  more  ! 
Lenaman,  thy  grace,  and  swete  brid,  thyn 
ore!"  (540)3726 

The  window  she  undoth,  and  that  in 
haste, 
'  Have  do, '  quod  she,  '  com  of,  and  speed 

thee  faste. 
Lest  that  our  neighebores  thee  espye.' 
This  Absolon  gan  wyjie  his  mouth  ful 
drye ;  3730 

Derk  was  the  night  as  pich,  or  as  the  cole, 
And  at  the  winilow  out  she  initte  hir  hole, 
And  Absolon,  him  "fil  no  bet  ne  wers, 
But  with  his  mouth  he  kiste  hir  naked 

ers 

Ful  savourly.  er  he  was  war  of  this.    3735 

Abak   he   sterte,   and   thoghte  it   was 

amis,  (550) 

For  wel   he   wiste   a  womman  hath  uo 

herd : 

He  felte  a  thing  al  rough  and  long  y-herd, 

And  seyde,  '  fy  I  alias  !  what  have  I  do  ? ' 

'Tehee!'    qiiod    she,    and    clax^te    the 

window  to ;  3740 

And  Absolon  goth  forth  a  sory  pas. 

'  A  berd,  a  herd  I '  quod  hende  Nicholas, 
'  By  goddes  co7-2>i(s.  this  goth  faire  and 
'  weel!' 
This  sely  Absolon  herde  every  deel,  3744 
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Ami  on  liis  lii>i>f  ho  gan  i<jr  augev  1)yte  ; 

And   to  him-self  he  seytle,   'I  shal  thee 
'lu.^-te  ! '  (560) 

^\'ho  riibbeth  now,  who  froteth  now  his 
lippes 

With,  dust,  with  soud,  with  straw,  with 
clooth,  with  cliippes, 

But  Absolon,  that  scith  lul  ofte,  '  alias  ! 

My  sonle  hitake  I  un-to  Sathauas,        3750 

But   me   wer   lever   than   al   this  toun,' 
quod  he, 

'  Of  this  despyfc  awroken  for  to  be  ! 

Alias  ! '   qitod   he,  '  alias  !   I  ne  hadde  y- 
bleyiit ! ' 

His  hotc  lovo  was  cold  and  al  y-queyut ; 

For  fro  that  tyme  that  he  had  kiste  liir 
ers,  3755 

Of  paramours  he  sette  nat  a  kers,        (570) 

For  he  was  heled  of  his  maladj-e  ; 

Ful  ofte  paranioitrs  he  gan  deffye. 

And  weep  as  dooth  a  child  that  isy-bete. 

A  softe  paas  he  wente  over  the  strete  3760 

Un-til  a  smith  men  cleped  dauu  Gervej's, 

That  in  his  forge  smithed  plough-harneys ; 

He  sharpeth  shaar  and  cxTlter  bisily. 

This  Absolon  kuokketli  al  esily, 

And  seyde,    '  undo,    Ger-veys,   and    that 
anon.'  3765 

'What,    who   artow?'    'It  am   I,  Ab- 
solon.' (580) 

'  What,  Absolon  !  for  Cristes  swete  tree, 

Why  ryse  ye  so  rathe,  ey,  ben'cite  ! 

Wlxat  eyleth  yow  ?   som  gay  gerl,  god  it 
woot,  3669 

Hath  broght  yow  thus  up-on  the  viritoot ; 

By  seynfc  Note,  ye  woot  wel  what  I  mene.' 
This  Absolon  ne  roghtc  nat  a  bene 

Of  al  his  pley,  no  word  agayii  ho  yaf ; 

He  hadde  more  tow  on  liis  tlistaf 

Than  Gerveys  knew,  and  seyde,  'freend 
so  dere,  (589)  3775 

That  hote  culter  in  the  chimenee  hero, 

As  lene  it  me,  I  have  ther-with  to  done, 

And  I  wol  briuge  it  thee  agayn  ful  sonc. ' 
Gerveys  answerde, '  certes,  were  it  gold, 

Or  in  a  poke  n<jbles  alio  uaatoUl,  3780 

Tliou  sholdest  liave,  as  I  am  trewe  smith  ; 

Ey,  Cristes  foo !    what   wol  ye   do  ther- 
with  ? ' 
'  Ther-of,'  quod  Absolon,  '  be  as  be  may ; 

I  shal  -wel  telle  it  thee  to-morwc  day ' — 


And   caughte   the    culter   by   the    euldo 

stele.  3783 

Ful  softe  out  at  the  dore  he  gan  to  stel^. 
And  wente  un-to  the  carpenteres  wal.  (601) 
Ho   coghoth   first,    and   knokketh    ther- 

with-al 
Upon  the  windowe,  right  as  he  dide  er. 

This  Alison  answerde,  '  Who  is  ther  3790 

That  kuokketli  s<>V  I  warante  it  a  theef.' 

'Why,  nay,'  quod  he,   'god  woot,  my 

swete  leef, 
I  am  thyn  Absolon,  my  dereling  ! 
Of  gold,'   qtto'l  he,   '  I  have  thee  bvoglit; 

a  ring ; 
My  moder  yaf  it  me,  so  god  mc  save,  3705 
Ful  fyn  it  is,  and  ther-to  woly-grave  :  (610) 
This  wol  I  yeve  thee,  if  thou  me  kisse  !' 

This  Nicholas  was  risen  for  to  pisse, 
And   thoglite  ho  woldo  ameudeii  al  tlie 

jape.  3799 

He  sholde  kisse  his  ers  or  that  lie  scape. 
And  up  the  windowe  dide  he  hastily. 
And  out  his  ers  he  putteth  pri\  ely 
Over  the  buttok,  to  the  liatmche-bou  ; 
And    ther-with     spak    this    clerk,    this 

Absolon, 
'  Spek,  swete  brid,  I  noot  nat  wher  thou 

art.'  ,  3805 

This  Nicholas  anon  leet  flee  a  fart,  i,6io) 
As  greet  as  it  had  been  a  thonder-deut, 
That  with    the    strook    he   was   almost 

y-blent ; 
And  he  was  redy  with  his  iren  hoot. 
And  Nicholas  amidde  the  ers  he  snioot. 
Of   gooth    the    skin    an    hande-brede 

aboute,  381 1 

The  hote  culter  brende  so  his  toute. 
And  for  the  smert  he  wende  for  to  dye. 
As  he  were  wood,  for  wo  he  gan  to  crje— 
'  Help  !   water !   water !   help,  for  goddts 

herte!'  3815 

This  carpenter  out  of  his  slomber  sterte, 

And  herdc  oon  cryea  '  water '  as  he  were 

wood,  ',631) 

And  tlioghto,  '  Alias  !  now  comth  Now^li^ 

flood!' 
He  sit  Iiim  up  with-outen  wordes  ruo,  3819 
And  with  liis  ax  he  snioot  the  corde  a-two, 
And  douu  goth  al ;    he  fond  neither  to 

selle, 
Ne  breed  ne  ale,  til  he  cam  to  the  sello 
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Up-on  the  floor ;  and  ther  aswowne  he  lay. 

Up  sterto  hlr  Alison,  and  Nicholay, 
And  cryden  •  out '  and  '  harrow '   in  the 

strete.  i<)3<))  3825 

The  neighebores,  bothe  smale  and  grete, 
In  ronnen,  for  to  gatiren  on  this  man, 
That  yet  aswowne  he  lay,  botlie  pale  and 

wan  ; 
For  with    the  fal  he  brosten  hadde  his 

arm ; 
But  stonde    he    moste    nn-to    his 

harm. 
For  whan   he   spak,  he  was  anon 

donn 
With  hende  Nicholas  and  Alisoun. 
They  tolden    every   man    that    he 

wood, 
He  was  agast  so  of  ■  Xowelis  flood ' 
Thurgh  fantasye,  that  of  his  vanitee  3835 
He  hadde  y-boght  him   kneding-tubbes 

three,  (650) 


owne 
.1830 
bore 


was 


And  hadde  hem  hanged  in  the  roof  above ; 
And  that  he  preyed  hem,  for  gwldeslove, 
To  sitten  in  the  roof,  jvw  compuni/f.     3839 

The  folk  gan  laughen  at  his  fantasj-e  ; 
In-to  the  roof  they  kyken  an<l  they  gape, 
And  turned  al  his  harna  \in-to  a  jaiie. 
For  what  so  that  this  car^ienter  answerde, 
It  was  for  noght,  no  man  his  reson  herde  ; 
With  othes  grete  ho  was  so  sworn  adoun, 
That  he  was  liolden  wood  in  al  the  toun  ; 
For   every  clerk   anon-right  heeld  with 

other.  (661)  3847 

They  seyde,  'the  man  is  wood,  my  leve 

brother ; ' 
And  every  wight  gan  laughen  of  this  stryf. 
Thus  swy\-ed  was  the  carpenteres  wyf. 
For  al  his  keping  and  his  jalousye  ;    3851 
And  Absolon  hath  kist  hir  nether  ye  ; 
And  Nicholas  is  scalded  in  the  touto. 
This  tale  is  doon,  and  god  save  al  the 

route !  (668)  385+ 


Here  endeth  the  Millere  his  tale 
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The  prologe  of  the  Reves  tale. 


Whan  folk  had  laughen  at  this  nyce  cas 
Of  Absolon  and  hende  Nicholas,  3856 

Diverse  folk  diversely  they  seyde  ; 
But,  for  the  more  part,  they  loughe  and 

pleyde, 
Ne  at  this  tale  I  saugh  no  man  him  greve, 
But  it  were  only  Osewold  the  Eeve,    3860 
By-cause  he  was  of  carpenteres  craft. 
A  litel  ire  is  in  his  herte  y-laft. 
He  gan  to  grucche  and  blamed  it  a  lyte. 
'So  thee"k,'   quod  he,   'ful  wel   coude 

I  yow  quyte  1,10) 

With  blering  of  a  proud  milleres  yi',  3865 
If  that  me  liste  speke  of  ribaudye. 
But  i^  am  old,  me  list  not  pley  for  age  ; 
^Gras-tyme   is   doon,    my   fodder  is   now 

forage, 


>^(rCtC^^  Aw^ 


This  whyte  top  wryteth  myne  olde  yeres, 
Myn  herte  is  al-so  mowled  as  myne  heres, 
But-if  I  fare  as  dooth  an  oi)€n-ers  ;  3871 
That  like  friiit  is  ever  leng  the  wers, 
Til  it  be  roten  in  mullok  or  in  stree. 
We  olde  men,  I  drede,  so  fare  we  ;  (20) 
Til  we  be  roten,  can  we  nat  be  rj'pe  ;  3875 
We  hoppen  ay,  whyl  that  the  world  wol 

pype. 

For  in  oure  wU  ther  stiketh  ever  a  najl, 
To  have  an  hoor  heed  and  a  grene  tayl. 
As  hatli  a  leek  ;  for  thogh  our  might  be 

goon, 
Our  wil  desireth  folic  ever  in  oon.       3880 
For  whan  we  may  nat  doon,  than  wol  we 

speke ; 
^Yet  in  our  asshen  olde  is  fyr  y-reke. ) 
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l\'ure   gledes  Lan   ve,   -wkiehe  I  slial 
ilevyse, 
Avftuntino:,  lying,  anger,  coveityse  ;      (30) 
Thise  f<niro  sparkles  longen  nu-to  elde. 
Our  olde  lenies  mowe  ■vvol  been  nnweldo. 
d     But  vil  ne  sbal  nat  faillen,  that  is  sooth. 
j^>  And  yet  ik  have  ahvey  a  cpltes  tooth.  3888 
JV-  As  many  a  yoer  as  it  is  passed  lieune 
il  iSin  that  my  tappe  of  Jyt'  bigan  to  renne. 
>\For  sikerly,  whan  I  was  bore,  anon     3891 
jDeeth  drogh  the  tappe  of  lyf  and  leet  it 

gon; 
And  ever  sith  hath  so  the  tappe  y-ronne. 
Til  that  almost  al  emi)ty  is  the  tonne.  '40) 
Tlie  streeni  of  Ij-f  now  droppeth  on  the 
chimbe ;  3805 

The  sely  tonge  may  wel  ringe  and  chimbe 
Of  ^^Tecchednesse  that  passed  is  fnl  yore  ; 
With  olde  folk,  save  dotage,  is  namore.' 
AVhan  that  our  host  hadde  herd  this 
semioning. 
He  gan  to  speke  as  lordly  as  a  king ;  3900 


He  seide.  '  what  amoimteth  al  this  -wit  ? 
"\^'hat  shnl  we  speke  alday  of  holy  writ  ? 
The  de^el  made  a  reve  for  to  preche, 
And  of  a  souter  a  shipnian  or  a  leche.  (50) 
Sey  forth  thy  tale,  and  tarie  nat  the  tyme,     , 
Lo,  Depeford  I  and  it  is  half-way  prj-nie.  T "'  ^ 
liO,   Greuewich,  ther  many  a  shrewe  is<Jj(''^ 

iuue ;  -^ooj    \T 

It  were  al  tyme  thy  tale  to  biginne.' 

'  Xow,  sires," quod  this  Osewold  the Eeve, 

'  I  x^ray  yow  alle  that  ye  nat  yow  greve, 

Thogh  I  answere  and  somdel  sette  his 

how^-e  ;  3911 

For  leveful  is  with  force  force  of-show\"e. 

This  drouke  millere  hath  y-told  ns  heer, 
Hciw  that  bigj-led  was  a  carpenteer,  (60) 
Peraventure  in  scorn,  for  I  am  oon.  3915 
And,  by  your  leve,  I  shal  liim  quyte  anoon  ; 
Eight  in  his  eherles  termes  wol  I  speke. 
I  pray  to  god  his  nekke  mote  breke  ; 
He  can  wel  in  myn  ye  seen  a  stalke,  3910 
But  in  his  owne  he  can  nat  seen  a  balke. 


THE    REYES   TALE. 


Here  biginneth  the  Reves  tale. 


A  r  Trumpington,  nat  fer  fro  Cantebrigge, 
Ther  goth  a  brook  and  over  that  a  brigge, 
I'p-on the  whiche brook  therstant  a  mello  ; 
And  this  is  verray  soth  that  I  yow  telle, 
A  Miller  was  ther  dwelling  many  a  day ; 
As  enj-  pecok  he  was  proud  and  gay.  ^026 
Pyi>en  he  coude  and  fisshe,  and   nettes 

bete, 
And  turne  coppes,  and  wel  ^^Tastle  and 

shete  ; 
And  by  his  belt  he  baar  a  long  panade. 
And  of  a  swerd  ful  trenchant  was   the 

blade,  3930 

A  joly  poi)per  baar  he  in  his  x'ouche  ;  (11) 
Ther  was  no  man  for  peril  dorste  him 

touche. 


A  Shefteld  thwitel  baar  he  in  his  hose  : 
Koitnd  was  his  face,  and  camuse  was  his 

nose. 
As  piled  as  an  apo  was  his  sknllc.         3935 
He  was  a  markct-beter  atte  fullc. 
Ther  dorste  no  wight   hand  up-on  him 

legge. 
That  lie  ne  swoor  he  sholde  anon  abegge, 
A  theef  he  was  for  sothe  of  corn  and  mele, 
And  that  a  sly,  and  tisaunt  for  to  stele. 
His  name  was  hoteu  dcynous  Simkin.  (ji) 
A  -sN-j'f  he  hadde,  y-comen  of  noble  kin  ; 
The  person  of  the  toun  hir  fader  was. 
With  hir  he  yaf  fill  many  a  panne  of  bras, 
For  that  Simkin  sholde  in  his  blood  allye. 
She  was  y-fostred  in  a  nounerye  ;       3946 
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For  Sinikin  wolde  no  -vryf,  as  he  sayle, 
But  she  were  wel  y-norissed  and  a  mayde, 
To  sawn  his  estaat  of  yomanrye.         ^949 
And  she  was  proiid,  anrl  pert  as  is  a  pye. 
A  fill  fair  sighte  was  it  on  hem  two  ;     31) 
On  haly-dayes  bifora  hir  wolde  he  go 
With  his  tipet  bounden  about  his  heed, 
And  she  cam  after  in  a  gyte  of  reed  : 
And  Simkiu  hadde  hosen  of  tlic  same. 
Ther   dorste    no   wight    clepen    hir    but 
'dame.'  '         ?.95(> 

Was  noon  so  hardy  tliat  wente   by  the 

weye 
That  with  hir  dorste  rage  or  ones  pleye, 
Bnt-if  he  wolde  be  slayn  of  Simkin     3959 
With  panade,  or  with  knyf.  or  boydekin. 
For  jalous  folk  ben  perilous  evemio,    ■/^.l) 
Algatc  they  wolde  hir  wyves  wenden  so. 
And  eek,  for  she  was  somdel  smoterlich, 
She  was  as  digne  as  water  in  a  dich  ; 
And  fill  of  hoker  and  of  bisemare.       3965 
Hir  thoughte    that    a    ladj-   sholde    hir 

spare, 
What  for  hir  kinrede  and  hir  nonelrye 
That  she  liad  lerned  in  the  nonnerye. 
A  doghter  hadde  they  bitwixe  hem  two 

Of  twenty  yeer,  with-outen  any  mo,    3970 

Savinge  a  child  that  was  of  half-yeer  age  ; 

In  cradel  it  lay  and  was  a  propre  page. 

This  wenche  thikke  and   wel  y-growen 
was,  '53) 

With  camuse  nose  and  yen  greye  as  glas  ; 

With  buttokes  brode  and  brestes  rounde 
and  hye,  3975 

But  right  fair  was  hir  heer,  I  wol  nat  lye. 
Tlie  person  of  the  toun.  for  she  was  feir, 

In  purpos  was  to  maken  hir  his  lieir 

Bothe  of  his  catel  and  his  messuage,  3979 

And  strannge  he  made  it  of  hir  mariage. 

His  purpos  was  for  to  bistowe  hir  hye  '61) 

In-to  som  worthy  blood  of  atincetrye  ; 

For  holy  chirches  good  moot   been   dc- 
spended 

On  holy  chirches  blood,  that  is  descended. 

Therfore  he  wolde  his  holy  blood  honottre. 

Though  that  he  holy  chirche  sholde  de- 

voure.  3980 

Gret  soken  hath  this  miller,  out  of  doute. 

With  whete  and  malt  of  al  the  land  aboute  ; 

And  nameliche  ther  was  a  greet  coUegge, 

Menclepenthe  Soler-halle  atCantebregge, 


Ther  was  hir  whete   and  eek  hir  malt 

y-grounde.  (71)  3991 

And  on  a  day  it  happed,  in  a  stonnde, 
Sik  lay  the  maunciide  on  a  maladj-e  ; 
Men  wenden  wisly  that  he  sholde  dye. 
For  which  this  miller  stal  bothe  mele  and 

corn  3995 

An  hnndred  tyme  more  than  biforn  ; 
For  ther-bii'om  he  stal  but  curteisly, 
But  now  he  was  a  theef  outrageouslj", 
For  which  the  wardejTi  chidde  and  made 

fare.  (79) 

Butther-of  sett^the  miller  nat  a  tare :  400) 
He  craketh  boost,  and  swoor  it  was  nat  s<\ 
Than  were  ther  yonge  povre  clerkes  tw^i, 
That  dwelten  in  this  halle,  of  which  I  seye. 
Testif  they  were,  and  lusty  for  to  pleye. 
And,  only  for  hir  mirthe  and  re%-elrye, 
Up-on  the  wardeyn  bisily  they  crye,  4o<j6 
To  yeve  hem  leve  but  a  litel  stotmde 
To  goon  to  mille  and  seen  hir  corn  j-- 

grounde ; 
And  hardily,  they  dorste  leye  hir  nekke, 
The  miller  shold  nat  stele  hem  half  a 

pekke  (90)  4010 

Of  com  by  sleighte,  ne  by  force  hem  reve ; 
And  at  the  laste  the  wardeyn  yaf  hem  leve. 
John  hight  that  oon,   and  .Vleyn  hight 

that  other ; 
Of  o  toun  were  they  bom,   that  highto 

Strother,  4014 

Fer  in  the  north,  I  can  nat  telle  where. 

This  Aleyn  maketh  redy  al  his  gere, 
And  on  an  hors  the  sak  he  caste  anon. 
Forth  goth  Aleyn  the  clerk,  and  also  .John, 
With  good  swerd  and  with  bokeler  by  hir 

syde.  ''99)  4019 

.John  knew  the  wey,  hem  nedede  no  gyde, 
And  at  the  mille  the  sak  adonn  he  layth. 
Aleyn  spak first, '  al  hayl,  SjTnond, y-fayth; 
How  fares  thy  faire  doghter  and  thy  wyf '? ' 
'  Aleyn !  welcome,'  quod  Simkin.  •  by  my 

And  .John  also,  how  now,  what  do  ye  heer '? ' 

•Symond,'  quod  John,   'by  god,   nede 

has  na  peer ;  4oj6 

Him  boes  sers'e    him-selve  that  has   na 

swaj-n. 
Or  elles  he  is  a  fool,  as  clerkes  sajni. 
Our  manciple,  I  hope  he  wil  be  deed,  40J9 
Swa  werkes  ay  the  wanges  in  liis  heed. 
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And  Ibrtliy  is  I  como,  and  cek  Alayn,  (,111) 

To  grinde  our  corn  and  carie  it  kam  agayii; 

I    pray  yov,-   spede  ns    liethen   that   ye 

may.' 

'  It  shal  be  doon,'  quod  Sinikin,  '  by  my 

fay ;  40.H 

What  wol  ye  doon  wbyl  tbat  it  is  in  hande  ? ' 

'  By  ffod,  right  by  the  lioper  wil  I  stande,' 

Quod  John,   'and  se  how  that  the  corn 

gas  in  ; 
Yet  saugh  1  never,  by  my  fader  kin,  4038 
How  that  the  hoper  wagges  til  and  fra.' 

Aleyn  answerde, '  John,  and  wiltow  swa, 
Tiian  wil  I  be  bynethe,  by  my  croun,  (121  / 
And  se  how  that  the  mele  falles  doiin 
In-to  the  trough  ;  that  sal  be  my  disport. 
For  John,  in  faith,  I  may  been  of  your 

sort : 
I  is  as  ille  a  miller  as  are  ye.'  4045 

This  niiller  smyled  of  hir  uycetee. 
And  thoghte,  '  al  this  iiis  doon  Imt  for  a 

MTle ; 
They  wene  that  no  man  tn&y  hem  bigj'le  ; 
But,  by  my  thrift,  yet  shal  I  blere  hir  ye 
For  al  the  sleighte  in  hir  philosophye.  4050 
The  more  quejTite  crekes  that  they  make, 
The  more  wol  I  stele  whan  I  take.  (132) 
In  stede  of  flour,  yet  wol  I  yeve  hem 

bren. 
"The  gretteste   clerkes  been  noght  the 

wysest  men," 
As  whylom  to   the   wolf  thus   spak  the 

nxare ;  4055 

Of  al  hir  art  I  counte  noght  a  tare.' 

Out  at  the  dore  he  gooth  ful  prively, 
Whan  that  he  saugh  his  tj-xne,  sottely  ; 
He  loketh  up  and  doun  til  he  hath  foiinde 
The  clerkes  hors,  ther  as  it  stood  y-bounde 
Bihinde  the  mille,  under  a  levesel ;     4061 
And  to  the  horg  he  gooth  him  faire  and 

wel ;  (142) 

He  strepeth  of  the  brydel  right  anon. 
And  whau  the  hors  was  loos,  he  ginneth 

gon 
Toward  the  fen,  ther  wilde  mares  renne, 
Forth  with  wehee,   thnrgh   thikke  and 

thurgh  thenne.  4066 

Tiiis  ui!ller  gooth  agayn,  no  word  he 

seyde, 
But  dooth  his  note,  and  with  the  clerkes 

pleyde, 


Til  that   liir  corn   was  i'aire  and  wel  y- 

grounde. 
And   whan  the  mele   is   sakked  and  y- 

bounde,  (150)  4070 

This  John  goth  out  and  fynt  his  hors  away, 
And  gan  to  crye  "  harrow  '  and  ■  weylaway ! 
Our  hors  is  lorn  !  Alayn,  for  goddes  banes, 
Step  on  thy  feet,  com  out,  man,  al  at  anes  ! 
Alias,  our  wardeyn  has  his  palfrey  lorn.' 
This  Aleyn  al  forgat,  bot}ie  mele  and  corn, 
Al  was  out  of  his  mynde  his  housbondrye. 
'  What  ?  whilk  way  is  he  geen  ? '  he  gan 

to  cryc. 
The  wyf  cam  leping  inward  with  a  ren, 
She  seyde,  'alias!  your  hurs  goth  to  the 

fen  (160)  4080 

TSlth  wilde  mares,  as  faste  as  he  may  go. 
I'uthank   come  on  his  hand  that  bond 

him  so, 
And  he  that  bettre  sholde  hau  knit  the 

reyne.' 
'  Alias,'  quod  John,  '  Aleyn,  lor  Cristes 

peyne. 
Lay  doun  thy  s werd,  and  I  wil  myn alswa ; 
I  is  ful  wight,  god  waat,  as  is  a  raa ;  4086 
By  goddes  lierte  he  sal  uat  scape  us  bathe. 
Why  nadstow  pit  the  caiml  in  the  lathe':' 
Il-hayl,  l)y  god,  Aleyn,  thou  is  a  fonne  ! ' 
This  se\y  clerkes  ban  ful  faste  y-ronne 
To-w^ard  the  fen,  bothe  Aleyn  and  eek 

John.  (171)  4091 

And  whan  the  miller  saugh  that  they 

were  gon. 
He  half  a  busshel  of  hir  flour  hath  take, 
And  bad  his  wj-f  go  knede  it  in  a  cake. 
He  seyde,  '  I  trowe  the  clerkes  were  aferd  ; 
Yet  can  a  miller  make  a  clerkes  herd  4096 
For  al  his  art ;  now  lat  hem  goon  hir  weye. 
Lo  wher  they  goon,  ye,  lat  the  children 

pleye ; 
They  gete  him  nat  so  lightly,  by  my  cromi  V 
Thise  scly  clerkes  rennen  ixp  and  doun 
With   '  keep,    keej),   stand,   stand,  jossa, 

■warderere,  ('81)  4101 

Ga  whistle  thou,  and  I   shal  kepe  him 

here ! ' 
But  shortly,  til  that  it  was  verray  night, 
They  coude  nat,  though  they  do  al  hir 

might,  4'04 

Hir  capul  cacche,  he  ran  alwey  so  faste. 
Til  in  a  dich  they  caughte  him  atte  laste. 


T.  4105-4188.] 
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\\ \i\-  an<l  weet,  as  beste  is  in  the  royn, 
CV'Uith  sely  John,  and  with  him  comth 

Alcyn. 
'Alias,'  qnod  John,  'the  day  tliat  I  was 

bom! 
Now  are  we   drive  til   hething   and   til 
scom.  (190)  4"o 

Our  coin  is  stole,  men  wil  \is  foles  calle, 
Bathf  tlie  wardeyn  and  our  I'elawes  alle, 
And  namely  the  miller ;  weylaway  ! ' 

Thus  ployneth  John  as  he  g<>tli  liy  the 

way 

Toward  the  mille,  and  Bayard  in  his  hond. 

The  miller  sitting  by  the  tyr  he  fond,  41 16 

For  it  was  night,  and  forther  mighte  they 

noght ; 
But.  for  the  love  of  god,  they  him  bisoght 
Of  herberwo  and  of  ese.  as  for  hir  peny. 

The  miller  seyde  agayn,  '  if  ther  be  eny, 
Swich  as  it  is,  yet  shal  ye  have  your  part. 
Myn  hous  is  streit,  but  ye  hau  lernedart ; 
Ye  coune  hy  argumentes  make  a  place 
A  niyle  brood  of  twenty  foot  of  space.  (204/ 
Lat  see  now  if  this  place  may  siiliyse,  4125 
C>r  make  it  ro\\m  with  speche,  as  is  youre 

'Now,  Symond,'  seyde  John,  '  by  seint 

Outberd, 
A\'  is  thou  mery,  and  this  is  faire  answerd. 
I  have   herd  seyd,  man  sal  taa  of  twa 

thiuges  4129 

.Slvkashe  fyndes,  or  taa  slyk  as  he  bringes. 
But  specially,  I  pray  thee,  hoste  dere,  (211) 
Oet  lis  som  mote  and  drinke.  and  make 

us  chere, 
And  we  wil  payen  trewelj'  atte  fiille. 
Witii  empty  hand  men  n:iay  iia  liaukes 

tulle ; 
Lo  here  our  silver,  redy  for  to  spende.'  4 135 
This  m.iller  in-to  totin  his  doghter  sende 
Fc>r  ale  and  breed,  and  rosted  hem  a  goos. 
And  bond  hlr  hors,  it  sholde  nat  gon  loos ; 
And  in  his  owne  chambre  hem  made  a 

bed  (2'9)  4139 

A\'it  h  shetes  and  with  chalons  faire  y-spred, 
Noght  from  his  owne  bed  ten  foot  or  twelve. 
His  doghter  hadde  a  bed,  al  by  hir-selve, 
Hight  in  the  same  chambre,  by  and  by  ; 
It  mighte  be  no  bet,  and  cause  why,  4144 
I'her  was  no  roiuner  herberwe  in  tlit>  jilace. 
Tiiey  soupen  and  they  sjieke,  hem  to  solace. 


And  drinken  ever  strong  ale  atte  beste. 
Abonte  midnight  wente  they  to  reste. 
Wei  hath   this   miller  vernisshed  his 
heed ; 
Ful  pale  he  was   for-dronken,   and   nat 
»reed.  4150 

He  yexeth,   and  he  speketh  thurgh  the 
nose  (23'; 

As  he  were  on  the   fpiakke,   or  on   the 

pose. 
To  bedde  he  gooth,  and  with  him  goth 

his  wj-f. 
As  any  jay  she  light  was  and  jolyf, 
So  was  hir  y>\y  whistle  wel  j'-wet.         4155 
The  cradel  at  hir  beddes  feet  is  set. 
To  rokken,  and  to  yeve  the  child  to  sonke. 
And  whan  that  dronken  al  was  in  the 

crouke. 
To  bedde  went  the  doghter  right  anon  ; 
To  bedde  gooth  Alej-n  and  also  John  ;  4160 
Ther  nas  na  more,  hem  nedede  no  dwale. 
This  miller  hath  so  wisly  bibbed  ale,  (242} 
That  as  an  hors  he  snorteth  in  his  sleep, 
Ne  of  his  tayl  bihinde  he  took  no  keep. 
His  wyf  bar  him  a  burdon,  a  ful  strong, 
Men  mighte  hir  routing  here  two  furlong  ; 
The  wenche  routcth  eek  par  companye. 

AlejTi  the  clerk,  that  herd  this  melodye, 
He  i>oked  John,  and  seyde,  '  slepestow  ? 
Herdestow  ever  slyk  a  sang  er  now  ?  4170 
Lo,  whiUv  a  compline  is  y-mel  hem  alle  ! 
A  wilde  fyr  up-on  thair  bodyes  falle  !  (252) 
Wha  herkned  ever  slyk  a  ferlj-  thing '? 
Ye,  they  sal  have  the  flour  of  il  ending. 
This  lange  night  ther  tydes  me  na  reste  ; 
But  yet,  na  fors  ;  al  sal  be  for  the  beste. 
For  John,'  seyde   he,    'als   ever  moot  I 

thry\-e. 
If  that  I  may,  yon  wenche  wil  I  swj'^-e. 
Som  esement  has  la  we  y-shai>en  us  ;    4179 
For  John,  ther  is  a  lawe  that  says  thus, 
That  gif  a  man  in  a  point  bey-greved,  (261) 
That  in  another  he  sal  be  releved. 
Our  corn  is  stoln,  shortly,  it  is  na  nay. 
And  we  han  had  an  il  fit  al  this  ilaj-. 
And  sin  I  Siil  have  neen  amendement,  4185 
Agayn  my  los  I  wil  have  esement. 
By  goddes  saule,  it  sal  neen  other  be  ! ' 

Tliis  John  answerde,  'Alayn,  avysethee, 
The  miller  is  a  perilous  man,'  he  seyde. 
'  And  gif  that  he  out  of  his  sleep  abreyde 
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He  mightc  dooii  us  bathe  a  vilciuye.'  (271) 

Aleyn  auswenlf .   "  I  coiiiit  liJm   iiat  a 

flye;'  4192 

And  up  he  rist,  ami  by  tho  wenche  he 

crepte. 
This  wenche  lay  upright,  and  taste  slaiDte, 
Til  he  so  iiy  was,  er  she  mightc  espye,  4195 
Tliat  it  had  been  to  late  for  to  crye, 
And  shoi-tly  for  to  seyn,  they  were  at  on  ; 
Now  pley,  Alejii !  for  I  wol  spoke  of  John. 
This  John  lyth  stille  a  fiirlong-wey  or 
two, 
And  to  liim-self  he  niaketh  ronthe  and 
wo  :  (280)  4200 

*  Alias  ! '  quod  he,  '  this  is  a  wikked  jape  ; 
Xow  may  I  se3m  that  I  is  but  an  ape. 
Yet  has  my  felawe  som-what  for  liis  harm : 
He  has  tlie  milleris  doghter  in  liis  arm. 
He  auntred  liim,  and  has  his  nodes  sped, 
And  I  lye  as  a  draf-sok  in  my  bed ;     4206 
And  when  this  jape  is  tald  another  day, 
I  sal  boon  halde  a  daf,  a  cokenay  ! 
1  wil  aryse,  and  auntre  it,  by  my  fayth  ! 
"Unhardy  is  unsely,"  thus  men  sayth.' 
And  up  he  roos  and  softoly  he  wente  ('291) 
Un-to  the  cradel,  and  in  his  hand  it  hente. 
And  baar  it  softe  un-to  his  beddes  feet. 

Sone  after  this  the  wjrt'hir  routing  leet, 

And  gan  awake,  and  wente  hir  out  to 

pisse,  4215 

And  cam  agayu,  and  gan  hir  cradel  misse, 

And  groped  heer  and  ther,  but  she  fond 

noon. 
'  Alias ! '  quod  she,  '  I  hadde  almost  mis- 
goon  ; 
I  hadde  almost  gon  to  the  clerkes  bed. 
Ey,  bnn'cite  !  thannc  hadde  I  fonle  y-sped  : ' 
And  forth  she  gooth   til  she  the  cradel 
fond.  (;^oi)  4221 

She  gropeth  alwey  fortlier  with  hir  liond. 
And  fond  the  bed,  ami  thoghtc  noght  biit 

good, 
By-cause  that  the  cradel  by  it  stood,  4224 
And  niste  -wher  she  wa.s,  for  it  was  derk  ; 
But  fairo  and  wel  she  creep  in  to  the  clerk. 
And  lytli  ful  stille,  and  wolde  lian  caught 

a  sleep. 
With-inne  a  whyl  this  John  the  clerk  up 
leep,  4228 

And  on  this  gode  wyf  he  leyth  on  sore. 
So  mery  a  fit  ne  hadde  she  nat  ful  yore; 


He  priketh  harde  and  dope  as  he  wora 

mad.  1 311) 

This  joly  lyf  han  tliise  two  clerkes  la<l 
Til  tliat  the  thriddo  cok  bigan  to  singe. 

Aleyn  wcx  wery  in  the  daweninge.  4.-  ^4 
For  he  had  swonkcn  al  the  longe  niglit ; 
Andseydo,  'far  wol,  Malin,  swete  wight! 
The  day  is  come,  I  may  no  longer  byde  ; 
But  ovormo,  wher  so  I  go  or  ryde, 
I  is  tliyn  awen  clerk,  swa  have  I  seel ! ' 
'Now  dere  lemman,'  qitod  .she,  'go,  far 

weol !  (320;  4-'4i) 

But  er  thoit  go,  o  thing  I  w<d  thee  telle. 
Whan  that  thou  wendest  homwanl   by 

the  melle, 
Eight  at  the  entree  of  the  dore  bihindo, 
Thou  slialt  a  cake  of  half  a  busshel  findo 
Tliat  was  j'-maked  of  thj-n  owne  mele. 
Which  that  I  heelp  my  fader  for  to  stele. 
And,  gode  lomman,   god  thee  save  and 

kepe ! '  4247 

And  with  that  word  almost  she  gan  to 

wepe. 
Aleyn  up-rist,  and  thoughte,   '  er  that 

it  dawe, 
I  wol  go  crepon  in  by  my  felawe  ;         4.'5o 
And  fond  the  cradel  witli  his  hand  anon, 
'  T^y  god,'  thoghtc  he,   '  al  wrang  I  \isx\n 

misgon ;  ( ,32) 

Myn  hoed  is  toty  of  my  swink  to-night, 
Tliat  makoth  mo  that  I  go  nat  ariglit.  4^54 
I  woot  wel  by  the  cradel,  1  have  misgo, 
Heer  lyth  the  miller  and  his  wyf  also.' 
And  forth  he  goth,  a  twenty  devel  way, 
Un-to  the  bed  ther-as  the  miller  lay. 
Hewendchave  cropen  by  his  felawe  .Jolm  ; 
And  by  the  miller  in  he  creep  anon.  ^2Cio 
And  caughtc  hym  by  the  nokke,  and  softo 

he  spak :  C341) 

He  seyde,  'th<)u,  .Tohu,  thou  swjTies-heeil, 

awak 
For  Cristes  saulo,  and  heer  a  noble  game. 
For   by  that   lord   that    called   is  soint 

Jame, 

As  T  have  thi-yes,  in  this  shorte  night,  4.'(>5 

Swyved  the  millores  doghter  bolt-upright, 

Whyl  thow  hast  as  a  coward  been  agast.* 

'  Ye,    false    harlot,'    quod    the    miller, 

'ha.st? 
A  !  false  traitour !  false  clerk  ! '  quoil  lie, 
'  Thou  shalt  be  deed,  by  goddes  ilignitec  ! 


T.  4269— 4322.J 
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VN'ho  tlorstc  1)0  so  bold  to  disixirage     ('351) 
My  doghter,  that  is  come  of  swicli  linageV  '' 
And  by  tho  throte-boUe  he  caughtc  Alayn. 
And  he  hento  hym  despitonsly  agayn, 
And  on  the  nose  he  smoot  him  with  his 

fest.  4275 

l»onn  ran  the  blody  streem\ip-on  hisbrest ; 
And  in  the  floor,  with  nose  and  montli 

to-broke, 
Tliey  wahve  as  doon  two  piggos  in  a  pi^ke. 
And  up  they  goon,  and  doxin  agayu  anon, 
Til  that  the  miller  sporne3"at  a  stoon,  4280 
And  doun  he  fil  bakward  ui)-on  his  wyf, 
That  wiste  no-thing  of  this  nyce  strj-f ; 
For  she  was  fallo  aslepe  a  Ij-to  wight  (,V>.V) 
AVith  Joliu  tho  clerk,  that  waked  hadde 

al  night.  • 

And  with  the  fal,   out  of  liir  sleep  she 

broj"de —  4285 

'Help,    holj-  croys   of  Bromeholm/   she 

seyde, 
'  In  maiws  tuas  !   lord,  to  thee  I  calle  ! 
Awak.  Sj-mond  !  the  feeud  is  on  us  falle, 
Mj-n  herte  is  broken,   help,  I  nam   but 

deed ; 
There  lyth  oon  up  my  wombe    and   i\p 

mj-n  heed  ;  4290 

Hilp.  Simkiii,  for  the  false  clcrkcs  fighte.' 

This  John  sterte  up  as  faste  as  ever  he 

mighte,  {i7^} 

And  graspeth  by  the  \^alles  to  and  fro, 
To  finde  a  staf ;  and  she  sterte  up  also, 
And  knew  the  estres  bet  than  dide  this 

John,  4-:95 

And  bv  the  wal  a  staf  she  fond  anon. 


And  saugh  a  litel  sliimcring  of  a  light. 
For  at  an  hole  in  shoon  the  mono  bright ; 
And  by  that  light  she  saxigh  hem  bothe 

two, 
But  sikorly  she  niste  who  was  who,    4300 
But  as  she  saugh  a  whyt  tiling  in  hir  ye. 
And  whan  she  gan  the  whj-te  thing  espye, 
She  wende  the  clerk  liadde  wered  a  voln- 

peer.  (383) 

And  with  the  staf  she  drough  ay  ueer  and 

neer,  4304 

jVnd  wende  han  hit  this  Aleyn  at  the  fulle, 
And  smoot  the  miller  on  the  pylod  skulle. 
That  doun  he  goc>th  and  cryde,  'harrow  ! 

I  d>e  ! ' 
Thise  clerkes  bete  him  wecl  and  lete  hiia 

lye ; 
And  grej-then  hem,  and  toke  hir  hors  anon, 
And  eok  hir  mele.  and  on  hir  wey  they 

gon.  (390}  4310 

And  at  the  mille  yet  they  toke  hir  cake 
Of  half  a  busshel  flour,  ful  wel  y-bake. 
Thus  is  the  proude  miller  wel  y-bete. 
And  hath  y-lost  the  grinding  of  the  whete, 
And  payed  for  the  soper  every-deel     4315 
Of  Aleyn  and  of  John,  that  bctte  him  weel. 
His  wj-f  is  swy^-ed,  and  his  doghter  als  ; 
Lo.  swich  it  is  a  miller  to  be  fals ! 
And  therfore  this   proverbe  is   seyd  ful 

sootli,  4319 

'  Him  thar  nat  wene  wcl  that  ys"el  dooth  ; 
A  gylour  shal  him-self  bigyled  be.'      (401) 
And  God,  that  sitteth  heiglie  in  magestee, 
Save  al  this  companj-e  grete  and  sniale  ! 
Thus  ha-\e  I  quit  the  miller  in  my  tale. 


Here  is  ended  the  Reves  tale. 
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The  prologe  of  the  Cokes  tale. 


v/ 


j: 


J^ 


TtVE  Cook  of  London,  whyl  the  Eeve  spak, 
For  joye,  him  thoughte,  lie  clawed  him 

on  the  bak,  4326 

'  Ha  !  ha  ! '  qnod  he,  '  for  Cristes  passionn. 
This  miller  haddc  a  sharji  conclnsioiui 
Upon  his  argiiment  of  lierbergage  ! 
Wei  seyde  Salomon  in  his  langagc,      4330 
'■  Ne    bringe   uat  every  man   in-to  th^-n 

hous;" 
For  herberwing  by  nighte  is  perilous. 
Wei  oghte  a  man  a^■J•sed  for  to  be  (q) 

Whom  that  he  broghte  in-to  his  privetee. 
I  pray  to  god,  so  yeve  me  sorwe  and  care, 
If  ever,  sith  I  highte  Hogge  of  Ware,  4336 
Herde  T  a  miller  bettre  y-set  a-^vorlc 
He  hadde  a  jape  of  malice  in  the  ilei-k. 
But  god  forbede  that  vre  stinten  here  ; 
And  therfore,  if  ye  vonche-sauf  to  here 
A  tale  of  me,  that  am  a  povre  man,    4341 
I  wol  j-ow  telle  as  wel  as  ever  I  can 
A  litel  jape  that  fil  in  our  eitee.' 

Our  hostanswerde,  andseide, '  Igraunte 

it  thee ;  (20)  4344 


Now  telle  on,  Roger,  loke  that  ft  be  good  ; 
For  manj-  a  i^astee  hastow  lat^  blood. 
And  many  a  Jakko  of  Dover  ha.stow  sold 
Tliat  hath  been  t\vyes  hoot  and  twj-es  coM. 
Of  many  a  pilgrim  hastow  Cristes  curs, 
For  of  thy  porsly  yet  they  fare  the  wors, 
That  they  han  eten  with  thy  stubbel-goos ; 
For  in  thy  shoppe  is  manj-  a  flye  loos.  (2!^) 
Now  telle  on,  gentil  Eoger,  by  thy  name. 
But  yet  I  i^ray  thee,  be  nat  wrooth  for  game, 
A  man  may  seyc  ful  sooth  in  game  and 
Pley.'  4.^53 

'  Thou  seist  ful  sooth,'  quod  Rf'ger,  •  l.y 
'ny  fey,  ^^^^^^ 

But  •'  sooth  ploy,  quaad  pley,"  as  the  Flem- 
ing seith ;  ,'„) 
And  ther-fore,  Kerry  BaiUy,  by  thy  feith, 
Be  thou  nat  wrooth,  er  we  departen  heer, 
Though  that  my  tale  be  of  an  hostileer. 
Biit  nathclees  I  wol  nat  telle  it  yit,  431)1 
But  er  we  parte,  y-wis,  thou  shalt  be  quit. ' 
And  ther-with-alhe  lough  and  made  chere, 
And  seyde  his  tale,  as  ye  shul  after  here. 


Thus  endeth  the  Prologe  of  the  Cokes  tale. 


THE   COKES   TALE. 


Heer  bigynneth  the  Cokes  tale. 


A  Prextis  whylom  dwelled  in  our  citee. 
And  of  a  craft  of  vitaillers  was  he  ;     4366 
Oaillard  he  was  as  goldfinch  in  the  shawe, 
Broun  as  a  beric,  a  propre  short  felawe. 
With  lokkes  blake,  y-kempt  ful  fetisly. 
Bauncen  he  coudc  so  wel  and  jolily,   4370 
That  he  was  clepe<l  Perkin  Revelour. 
He  was  as  ful  of  love  and  paramour 


As  is  the  liyve  ful  of  liony  swete  ; 

Wel  was  the  wenche  with  him  mighte 

mete.  *  no) 

At   every   biydale   woldc    he   singe   and 

hoppe,  43-- 

Ho  loved  bet  the  tavern  than  the  shoppe. 
For  whan  ther  any  lyding  was  in  Cliepe, 
Out  of  the  shojipe  thider  wolde  he  lepe. 


T.  4377-4432-]    B.    ^^^tobuciton  to  QlUn  cf  Baw'0  (profoguc.  475 


Til  that  he  hadde  al  tlie  sighte  j'-seyn, 
And  daunced  wel,    he   wolde  nat  come 

agejni.  4380 

And  gadered  him  a  meinee  of  his  sort 
To  hoppe  and  singe,  and  maken   swich 

disport. 
And  ther  they  setten  Steven  for  to  mete 
To  pleyen  at  the  dys  in  swicli  a  strete.  (20) 
For  in  the  tonne  nas  tlier  no  prentys,  4385 
That  fairer  coude  caste  a  paire  of  dys 
ThanPerkin  conde,  and  ther-to  hewasfree 
Of  his  dispense,  in  place  of  privetee. 
That  fond  his  maister  wel  in  liis  ohaffare  ; 
For  often  tj-me  he  fond  his  box  fnl  hare. 
For  sikerly  a  prentis  revelonr,  4391 

That  hannteth  dys,  riot,  or  parainonr. 
His  maister  shal  it  in  his  shoppo  abye, 
Al  have  he  no  part  of  the  minstralcye ;  (30) 
For  thefte  and  riot,  they  bon  convertible, 
Al  conne  he  pleye  on  giterne  or  ribible. 
Eevel  and  trouthe,  as  in  a  low  degree. 
They  been  ful  wrotlie  al  day,  as  men  may 

see. 
This  joly  pi-entis  with  his  maister  bood. 
Til  he  were  ny  out  of  his  prentishood,  4400 
Al  were  he  snibbed  bothe  erly  and  late, 
And  somtj'me  lad  with  revel  to  Newgate  ; 
But  atte  laste  his  maister  him  bithoghte, 


Up-on  a  day,  whan  he  his  paper  soghte,  140) 
Of  a  proverbe  that  seith  this  same  word, 
'  Wei  bet  is  roten  aj^pel  out  of  hnrd    44<j6 
Than  that  it  rotie  al  the  rcmeniiunt.' 
So  farcth  it  V>y  a  rifit<nis  sorvaunt ; 
It  is  wel  las.se  harm  to  lete  him  pace, 
Than  he  shende  alle  the  servants  in  the 
place.  4410 

Therfore  his  maister  yaf  him  acquitance. 
And   ba<l    him   go  with  sorwe  and  with 

meschance  ; 
And    thus    this    joly  prentis  haddo    liis 

leve. 
Xow  lat  him  riote  al  the  night  or  leve.  (50) 
And  for  ther  is  no  theef  with-oute  a 
louke,  4415 

That  hclpeth  him  to  wasten  and  to  souke 
Of  that  he  brybc  can  or  borwe  may, 
L-Vnon  he  sente  his  bed  and  his  array 
'  Un-to  a  compeer  of  his  owne  sort, 
Tliatlovede  dys  and  revel  and  disport,  4420 
And  hadde  a  wj-f  that  heeld  for  count- 
enance 157) 
A  shoppe,  and  swyved  for  hir  sustenance. 

:jc  A  :^  :*:  )Se  :(s 

Of  this  Cokes  tale  maked  Chaucer 
na  more. 


GKOUP   B. 


INTRODUCTION   TO   THE    MAN   OF 
LAW'S   PROLOGUE. 


The  wordes  of  the  Hoost  to  the  companye. 


Our  Hoste  sey  wel  that  the  Vjriglite  sonne 
Th'ark  of  his  artificial  day  had  ronno 
The  fourtho  part,  and  half  an  houre,  and 

more  ; 
And  though  he  were  not  depe  expert  in 

lore. 
He  wiste  it  was  the  eightetethe  day         5  • 
Of  April,  that  is  messager  to  May  ; 


And  sey  wel  that  the  shadwe  of  every  tree 
Was  as  in  lengthe  the  same  quantiteo 
That  was  the  body  erect  that  caused  it. 
And  therfor  by  the  shadwe  he  took  his  wit 
That  Phebus,  which  that  shoon  so  clere 

and  brighte,  11 

Degrees  was  fyve  and  fourty  clombe  on 

highte  ; 
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Ami  for  that  dny.  as  in  that  hititmle. 
It  was  ten  of  tlie  clokko,  he  gan  conclude. 
Anil  sodeynly  ho  i.lightehis  hors  ahoiite. 
'  Lordinges,' quod  lie,  'I  warne  yow,  al 

this  ronte,  16 

The  fonrthe  party  of  this  day  is  goon  : 
No^^■,  for   the  K«\e  of  god   and  of  seint 

John, 
Jjesetli  no  tyme.  as  ferforth  as  ye  may : 
Lordinges,  the  tyme  wasteth  night  and 

day,  20 

And  stcletli  from  us,  whatprivelyslepinge. 
And  what    thurgh    necligence     in    i>nr 

■waldnge, 
As  dooth  the  streem,  that  tnrueth  never 

agayn, 
T>oscendingfro  the  montaigne  in-to  playn. 
Vt'el  can  Senck,  and  many  a  philosophre  ^5 
Biwailen  tyme,  more  than  gold  in  cofre. 
'•  For  los  of  catel  may  recovered  be, 
But  los  of  tyme  shendoth  \is,"  quod  he. 
It  vol  nat  come  agayn,  with-outen  drede, 
Na  more  than  wol  Malkins  maydenhede, 
■\Miansho  hath  lost  it  in  hir  wantownesse ; 
J^it  us  nat  moulon  thus  in  ydelnesse.     jj 
Sir  man  of  lawe,'  quod  he,  'so  have  ye 

lilis, 
Tel  us  a  tale  anon,  as  forward  is  ; 
Ye    been    submitted   thurgh    your    free 

assent  ?5 

To  stonde  in  this  cas  at  my  jugernent. 

Acquitcth  yow,  and  holdeth  your  biheste, 

Than  have  ye  doon  your  devoir  atte  leste.' 

'Hoste,'  quod  he,   ^  deiyardietix  ich  as- 

sente,  1 

To  breke  forward  is  not  myn  entente.  40  I 
Biheste  is  dette,  and  I  wol  holde  fti\u  j; 
Al  my  biheste  ;  I  can  no  better  seyn.  j 

For  swich  lawe  as  man  yeveth  another^| 

wight, 
He  sholde  him-sclven  usen  it  by  rigl 
Thus  wol  our  text ;  Imt  natheles  certeyn  \ 
I  can  right  now  no  thrifty  tale  seyn,  / 

■j-But  Chaucer,  though  he  can  Imt  lewedly 
On  metre?  and  on  ryming  craftily. 
Hath  seyd  hem  in  swich  English  ii«  he  can 
Of  olde  tyme,  as  knoweth  many  a  man.  50 
And  if  he  have  not  seyd  hem,  leve  brother. 
In  o  book,  he  hath  seyd  hem  in  another, 
For  he  hath  told  of  loveres  up  and  doun 
Mo  than  Ovyde  made  of  mencioixn 


lotnerr 
ht ;  44 


ft«V<i»^r 

In  his  Epistelles.  that  been  ful  olde.       ^^ 
What  sholde  I  tellen  hem,  sin  thej-  ben 

tolde? 
In  youthe  lie  made  of  Ceys  and  Alcion. 
And  sithen  hath  he  spoke  of  everichon. 
TliLso  noble  wyvps  and  thise  loveres  eke. 
Wlio-so  that  wol  his  large  volume  seki>i''H> 
Cleped  the  Seintes  Legende  of  Cnpydo, 
Ther  may  he  seen  the  large  woundes  wj-do 
Of  Lucrcsse,  and  of  Babilan  Tisbee  ; 
The  swerd  of  Ilido  for  the  false  Enee  : 
The  tree  of  Phillis  for  hir  Demophon  :   65 
The  i)leinte  of  I>ianire  and  Herinion, 
Of  Adriano  and  of  Isiphileo  ; 
The  barej-ne  yie  stonding  in  the  see  ; 
The  dreynte  Leander  for  his  Erro : 
The  teres  of  Eleyne,  and  eek  the  wo       70 
Of  Brixseyde,  and  of  thee,  Ladomea  : 
The  crueltee  of  thee,  queen  Mediia, 
Thy  litel  children  hanging  by  the  hals 
1  For  thy  Jason,  that  was  of  love  so  fals  I 

0  Ypermistra,  Peneloxiee,  Alceste,  " 
Your  wyfhod  he  comendeth  with  the  beste ! 

But  certeinly  no  word  ne  wryteth  he 
Of  tliilko  wikke  ensample  of  Canacee, 
That  lovede  hir  o^^^le  brother  sinfully  ; 
Of  swiche  cursed  stories  I  sey  "  fy  "  ;     80 
Or  elles  of  Tyi-o  ApoUonius, 
How  that  the  cursed  king  Antiochus 
Birafto  his  doghtor  of  hir  maydenhede, 
That  is  so  horrible  a  tale  for  to  rede. 
Whan  he  hir  threw  up-on  the  pavement. 
And  therfor  he,  of  ful  avysement,  86 

JTolde  never  wryte  in  none  of  his  scrmouns 
Of  swiche  unkiu<le  abhominaciouns. 
Xe  I  wol  noon  reherse,  if  that  I  may. 

But  of  my  tale  how  shal  I  doon  this  day? 
Me  were  looth  be  lykned,  doutelees,       91 
To  Muses  that  men  clepe  Pierides — 
Metamorphoscos  wot  what  I  meno  : — 
But  uatholees,  I  rccche  noglit  a  bene     94 
Though  I  come  after  him  with  hawo-bako  ; 

1  speke  in  prose,  andlathim  rymesmake.' 
And  with  that  word  he,  with  a  sobre  chore, 
Bignn  his  tide,  as  ye  shal  after  here. 

The  Prologe  of  the  Mannes  Tale 
of  Lawe. 

O  hateful  harm  !  condicion  of  poverto! 
\Witli  thurst,  with  cold,  with  hunger  so 
confounded !  100 


*-<-*Mr 
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To  askcu  liolp  tlioe  slianieth  iu  tliyn 
hcrto  ; 

If  thon  noon  a.sko,  with  nede  nrtow  so 
wounded, 

That  verray  nedc  unwrapjieth  al  thy 
woundo  hid  ! 

Mangi'ee  thj-n  lieed,  tliou  most  for  indi- 
gence 104 

Or  stole,  or  beggo,  or  borwo  thj'  despence  ! 

Tliou  hlamest  Crist,  and  scyst  ful  bitterly. 
Ho  niisdpi)arteth  richesse  toniporal  ; 
Thy  neighebour  thou  ^^•J'test  sinfully,  (:<i) 
Andsej'st  thou  hast  to  Ij'te,  and  ho  hath  al. 
•  Parfay,'  soistow,  '  sonitynie  he  rokne  shal, 
^^^lan  that  his  tayl  shal  brenncn  in  the 

gledc,  1 1 1 

For  ho   noght   helpeth   needfulle    iu   liir 

nede.' 

Herkne   what    is    tlie    sentence    of    the 

wyse : — 
'  Bet  is  to  dyen  than  have  indigence  ; '  1 14. 
'  Thy  selve  neighebour  wol  thee  despyse ; ' 


If  thou  hv  povre,  farwcl  thy  reverence! 
Yet  of  the  wyse  man  tak  this  sentence  : — 
'AUe  the  da3^es  of  povre  men  ben  wikke;' 
Be  war   therfor,   er   thou   come   in  that 
T>rikke !  '21) 

'If  thou   bo   povre,    Ihy  brother   hateth 
thoo,  i-io 

And  alle  thy  freendes  fleen  fro  thee,  alas ! ' 
O  rJcho  marchaunts,  ful  of  wele  ben  ye, 

0  nol)le,  o  prudent  folk,  as  in  this  cas! 
Your  baggcs  been  nat  filled  with  anihes  "s, 
But  with  sis  cink,  that  rcnueth  for  j'our 

chaunce ;  1^5 

At  Cristemasse  merie  may  ye  daunce  ! 

Ye  seken  lond  and  see  for  your  winninges. 
As  wyse  folk  yc  knowen  al  th'estaat     (■30) 
Of  regnes  ;  ye  ben  fadres  of  tydinges 
And  tales,  bothe  of  pecs  and  of  debat.   i  jo 

1  were  right  now  of  tales  desolat, 

Nere  that  a  marchaunt,  goon  is  many  a 

yere, 
Me  tauglite  a  tale,  which  that  ye  shal  here. 


THE  TALE  OF  THE   MAN    OF   LAWE. 


Here  beginneth  the  Man  of  Lawe  his  Tale. 


Ix  Surrie  whylom  dwclte  a  companye 
Of  chapmen  riche,  and  therto  sadde  and 

trewe,  ]}S 

Tliat  wyde-wher  senten  her  spycerye, 
Olothes  of  gold,  and  satins  riche  of  hewo; 
Hcrchaffar  was  so  tlirifty  and  so  newe,  (40) 
That  everj-  wight  hath  deynteo  to  chaffare 
With   hem,  and   eck   to  sclleu  hem   hir 

v/are.  140 

Xow  fcl  it,  that  the  maistres  of  that  sort 
Han  shapen  hem  to  Rome  for  to  wentle  ; 
Were  it  for  chapmanhodo  or  for  disjvort, 
Nou  other    message   woldo    thi^y   tliider 
sende. 


But  comen  hem-self  to  Rome,  this  is  the 
cnde ;  145 

Au<l  in  swich  place,  as  thoughtc  hem 
avantage 

F«r  her  entente,  they  take  her  herbex'gago. 

Sojourned  han  thise  marchants  iu  that 
toun  .    (50) 

A  certein  tyme,  as  fcl  to  hir  plesance. 
-Vnd  so  bifel,  that  th'excellent  renouu  150 
Of  th"emperoures  doghter,  dame  Custance, 
RexHjrted  was,  with  every  circumstance, 
Un-to  thise  Surrien  marchants  iu  swich 

wyse, 
Fro  day  to  day,  as  I  shal  yow  devyse. 


<»«■ 


d^jitetjx      Usilo^ 
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This   was    the    commune   vois   of  every 
man —  155 

'Our  Emperonr  of  Rome,  god  him  see, 
A  iloghter  hath  that,  sin  the  ■world  bigau, 
To  rekne  as  wel  hir  goodnesse  as  beantee, 
Xais  never  swich  another  as  is  she  ;  (61) 
I  prey  to  god  in  honour  hir  sustene,  160 
And  wolde  she  were  of  al  Europe  the 
quene. 

In  hir  is  heigh  bcautcc,  with-ouLC  prjde, 
Yowthe,  with-oute  grenehede  or  folye  ; 
To  alle  hir  werkes  -sertu  is  hir  gj'dc, 
Humblesse  hath  slayu  in  hir  al  tirannye. 
She  is  mirour  of  alle  curteisye  ;  (68)  166 
Hir  herte  is  verray  chambre  of  holinesse, 
Hir  hand,  ministre  of  fredomfor  almesse.' 

And  al  this  vois  was  soth,  as  god  is  trewe, 
Biit  now  to  purpos  lat  us  turne  agajai ;  1 70 
Thise  marehants  han  doou  fraught  hir 

shippes  newe. 
And,  whan  they  han  this  blisful  mayden 

sejTi, 
Hoom  to  Surryg  been  they  went  ful  fayn. 
And  doon  her  nedes  as  they  han  don  yore, 
And  liven  in  wele ;  I  can  sey  yow  no  more. 

Now  fel  it,  that  thise  marehants  stode  in 
grace  1 76 

Of  him,  that  was  the  sowdan  of  Surij-c  ; 
For  whan  they  came  from  any  strange 
place,  (80) 

He  wolde,  of  his  benigne  curteisye, 
Make  hem  good  chere,  and  bisily  esjjye  180 
Tydings  of  sondrj-  regnes,  for  to  lere 
The  wondres  that  they  mighte  seen  or  here. 

Amonges  othei'C  thinges,  specially 

Thise  marehants  han  him  told  of  dame 

Custance, 
So  gret  noblesse  in  eruest,  ceriously,     185 
That   this  sowdan  hath  caught  so  gret 

jilesance 
To  han  hir  fig^ire  in  his  remembrance. 
That  al  his  lust  and  al  his  bisy  cure     (90) 
Was  for  to  love  liir  wlij-I  his  lyf  may  dure. 

Paraventure  in  thiike  large  book  ujo 

Which  that  men  clepe  the  heveu,  y-writeu 
was 


With  sterres,  whan  that  he  his  birthetook, 
Tliat  he  for  love  shulde  hanhisdeeth,  alias! 
For  in  the  sterres,  clerer  tlinn  is  glas. 
Is  writen,  god  wot,  who-socoude  it  rede,  195 
The  deeth  of  every  man,  withouten  drede. 

In  sterres,  manj-  a  winter  ther-biforn. 

Was  writen  the  deeth  of  Ector,  Achilles, 
Of  Pompey,  Julius,  er  they  were  born ;  (loi) 
The  stryf  of  Thebes  ;  and  of  Ercules,    acx) 
Of  Sampson,  Turnus,  and  of  Socrates 
The  deeth  ;   but  mennes  wittes  been  so 

duUe, 
That  no  wight  can  wel  rede  it  atte  fulle. 

This  sowdan  for  his  privee  conseil  sente. 
And,  sliortlyof  this  mater  for  to  pace,  205 
He  hath  to  hem  declared  liis  entente, 
And  seydo  hem  certein,  '  but  he  mighte 
have  grace  (109) 

To  han  Custance  with-inno  a  litel  space. 
He  nas  but  deed ; '  and  charged  hem,  in 

To  sliapen  for  his  lyf  som  remedye.       210 

Diverse  men  diverse  thinges  seyden  ; 
They  argumenten,  casten  up  and  doun 
Many  a  subtil  resoun  forth  tliey  leyden. 
They  speken  of  magik  and  abusioun  ; 
But  finally,  as  in  conclusioun,  .  215 

They  can  not  seen  in  that  non  avantage, 
Ne  in  non  other  wey,  save  mariage.    (119) 

Than  sawe  they  ther-in  swich  difficultee 
By  wey  of  resoun,  for  to  speke  al  playn, 
By-cause  that  ther  was  swich  diversitee  220 
Bitwene  hir  bothe  lawes,  that  they  sayn. 
They  trowe  '  that  no  cristen  prince  wolde 

fayn 
Wedden  his  child  under  oure  lawes  swete 
That    us   were    taught   by   Mahoun   our 

prophete.' 

And  he  unswerde,  '  rather  than  I  lese  225 
Custance,  I  wol  be  cristned  doutelees  ; 
I  mot  ben  hires,  I  may  non  other  chese, 
I    prey   yow    holde    your   arguments  in 
pees ;  (130) 

Saveth  my  1-vf,  and  boeth  noght  recchelees 
To  geten  hir  tlmt  hath  my  lyf  in  cure  ;  230 
For  in  this  wo  I  may  not  longe  endure.' 
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What  nedeth  gretter  dilatacioun ? 

I  seve,  by  tretis  and  enibassadrye, 

Aud  l>y  the  popes  mediacioiin, 

And  al  the  chirche,  and  al  the  chivah-je, 

Tliat.  in  destruccioun  of  Maumetrye,   ^iO 

And  in  cncrees  of  Cristes  lawo  dere, 

Thoy  ben  acorded,  so  as  je  shal  here  ;  (140; 

How  that  the  sowdan  and  his  baruuuge 
And  alle  his  liges  shuldc  y-cristned  bo,  --40 
And  he  shal  ban  Custance  in  luaiiage, 
And  certein  gold,  I  noot  \s'hat  quantitee. 
And  her-to  founden  suffisant  seurtee  ; 
This  same  acord  was  sworn  on  oj-ther  syde  : 
No\\.  faire  Custauce,  almighty  god  thee 
gjde :  -'45 

Xow  wolde  som  men  waiten,  as  I  gesse, 
That  I  shnlde  tellen  al  the  inirveyauce 
Tliat  th'cuiperour,  of  bis  grete  noblesse, 
Hath  shapen  for  his  doghter  dame  Cus- 
tance. (iSt) 
W'el  maj-  men  knowe  that  so  gret  ordin- 
ance 250 
Ma>-  no  man  tellen  in  a  litel  clause 
As  was  arrayed  for  so  heigh  a  cause. 

Bisshopes    ben    shai^eu   with   hir   for  to 

weude, 
Lordes,  ladyes,  knightes  of  reuoun, 
Aud  other  folk  y-nowe,  this  is  the  ende ; 
And  notifyed  is  thurgh-out  the  toun     256 
That  every  wight,  with  gret  devocioixn, 
Shnlde  preyen  Crist  that  he  this  manage 
Keceyve  in  gree,  and  spede  this  viage.  (161; 

The  da.-s-  is  comeu  of  hir  departinge,     260 
I  se.^-,  the  wofnl  day  fatal  is  come. 
That  ther  may  be  no  lenger  tar\-inge. 
But  forthward  they  hem  dresseu,  alle  aud 

some  ; 
Custauce,  that  was  with  sorwe   al  over- 
come, 264 
Ful  i>ale  arist,  and  dresseth  hir  ti  >  weude  ; 
for  wel  she  seeth  ther  is  non  other  ende. 

Alias !  what  wouder  isit  though  she  wepte, 
That  shal  be  sent  to  strange  nacioun(i7o) 
Fro  freendes,  that  so  teudrely  bir  kepte, 
And  to  be  bounden  under  subieccioun  270 
Of  oon.  she  knoweth  not  his  condicioun. 


Housbondes  been  alle  gode,  and  lian  ben 

yore. 
That  knoweu  wj-\es,  I  dar  say  yow  no  more. 

'  Fader,'  she  sayde,  '  thy  wrecched  child 

Custauce, 
Thj-  j-onge  doghter,  fostred  up  so  softe,  275 
And  ye,  my  moder,  my  sovurayn  plesance 
Over  alle  thing,  out-taken  Crist  on-lofte, 
Custance,   your   child,   hir   recomaudeth 

ofte  (180) 

Un-to  your  grace,  for  I  shal  to  Surrye, 
Ne  shal  t  never  seen  yow  more  ^vith  ye.  280 

Alias  !  un-to  the  Barbro  naciovm 
I  moste  anon,  sin  that  it  is  your  wille  ; 
But  Crist,  that  starf  for  our  redempcioun, 
So  yeve  me  grace,  his  hestes  to  fullille  ; 
I,  wrecche   womman,  no  fors  though   I 

spille.  285 

Wommeu    are    born    to    thraldom    and 

l)enance, 
And  to  beu  luxder  maunes  governance.' 

I  trowe,  at  Troye,  whau  Pirrus  brak  the 
wal  (190) 

Or  Ylion  brende,  at  Thebes  the  citee,  289 
N'at  Rome,  for  the  harm  thurgh  Hanibal 
That  Romayus  hath  venquisshed  tymes 

three, 
Nas  herd  swich  tendre  weping  for  pitee 
As  in  the  chambre  was  for  hir  departinge  ; 
Bot  forth  she  moot,  wher-so  she  wepe  or 
singe, 

O  firste  moe\-iug  cruel  firmament,  295 
M'itli  thy  diurnal  sweigh  that  crowdest  ay 
And  hurlest  al  from  Est  til  Occident,  (199) 
That  naturelly  woldc  holde  another  waj', 
Thy  crowding  set  the  hcveu  in  swich  array 
At  the  beginning  of  this  Hers  viage,  300 
That  cri\el  Mars  hath  slayn  this  mariage. 

Infortunat  ascendent  tortuous. 
Of  which  the  lord  is  helples  falle,  alias  '. 
Oat  of  his  angle  in-to  the  derkest  hous. 
O  Mars,  O  Atazir,  as  in  this  cas  !  305 

O  feblc  mone,  unhappy  l)een  thj'  pas  I 
Thou  knittest    thee   ther   thou   art  nat 

recej-sed, 
Ther  thou  were  weel,  fro  thennes  artow 

wey^-ed.  (210) 
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Jmpruilent  oiiipoiwir  of  ]^ome,  alias  !  309 
Wivs  thcr  no  pliilosophrc  in  al  thy  tonn  ? 
Is  no  tymo  bet  than  other  in  swich  cas  ? 
Of  viage  is  ther  noon  elecciovm, 
Namely  to  folk  of  heigli  contUcioun, 
Xat  whan  a  rote  is  of  a  birthe  y-kno\vc  ? 
Alias  !  we  ben  to  leweil  or  to  slowe.       315 

To  shippe  is  brought  this  -wofol  faire  maycle 
Solempncly,  -vvith  every  circumstance. 
♦  Now  Jesu  Crist  be  with  yow  alle,'  she 

saytle ;  ''.220) 

Ther    nis    namore    but    '  farcwel  I    laire 

Gustancc!'  3>9 

ShepejTieth  hirto  makegood  countenance, 
And  forth  I  lete  hir  sayle  in  this  manere, 
And  turue  I  wol  agayu  to  my  matere. 

The  moder  of  the  sowdan,  welle  of  ryces, 
Espyijd  hath  hir  sones  pleyn  entente, 
How  he  wol  lete  his  olde  sacrifyces,      ,^25 
-■^d  right  anon  she  for  hir  conseil  sente ; 
And  they  ben  come,  to  knowe  what  she 

mente. 
And  when  assembled  was  this  folk  in-fere, 
She  sette  hir  doun,  and  sayde  as  ye  shal 

here.  ',-3') 

-•  Lordes,'  quod  she,  'ye  knowen  cverichon, 
How  that  my  sone  in  point  is  for  to  lete  331 
The  holj'  lawos  of  our  Alkaron, 
Yeven  by  goddes  message  Makomete. 
But  oon  avow  to  grete  god  I  hete,  334 

The  lyf  shal  rather  out  of  my  body  sterte 
Than  Makometes  lawe  out  of  myu  herte  ! 

What  shulde  us  t jden  of  this  newc  lawe 
But  thraldom  to  our  bodies  and  penance  ? 
And  afterward  in  hellc  to  be  drawe    (241) 
For  we  reneyed  Mahoun  our  crcance  ?  340 
But,  lordes,  wol  ye  maken  assurance, 
.-J  I  shal  seyn,  assenting  to  my  lore. 
And  I  shall  make  us  sauf  for  evermore  ?  ' 

They  sworen  and  assenten,  every  man,  344 
Tolivc  with  hir  and  dye,  and  liy  liir  stonde ; 
And  everich,  in  the  beste  wysc  he  can. 
To  strengthen  hir  shal  alle  his  freendes 
«      fondc  ; 

And   she  hath   this   empryse  y-take  on 
honde,  (250) 


Which  ye  shal  hereu  that  I  shal  dcvjse. 
And  to  hem  alle  she  spak  right  in  this 
wyse.  35<J 

'  W^e  shul  first  feyne  us  cristendom  to  take, 
Cold  water  shal  not  greve  us  but  a  lyte  ; 
And  I  shal  swich  a  festc  and  revel  make. 
That,  as  I  trowe,  I  shal  the  sowdan  quyte. 
For  though  his  wyf  be  cristned  never  so 

whyte,  355 

She  shal  have  node  to  wasshe  awey  the 

rede, 
Thogh  she  a  funt-ful  water  with  hir  Icde.' 

O  sowdanesse,  rote  of  iniquitee,  (260) 

Virago,  thou  Semyram  the  secounde, 
O  serpent  tinder  femininitee,  3<3o 

Lyk  to  the  serpent  dope  in  helle  y-bounde, 
O  feyned  womman,  al  that  may  confounde 
Vertu  and  innocence,  thurgh  thy  malyce, 
Is  bred  in  thee,  as  nest  of  every  vjce  ! 

0  Satan,  envious  sin  thilke  day  3^35 

That  thou  were  chased  from  our  heritage, 
Wei  knowestow  to  wommen  the  olde  waj-  ! 
Thou  madest  Eva  bringo  us  in  servage.  (271  >) 
Thou  wolt  fordoon  this  cristen  mariagc. 
Thyn  instrument  so,  weylawey  the  whyU- ! 
Makestow  of  wommen,  whan  thou  wolt 
begyle.  37' 

This  sowdanesse,  whom  I  thus  blame  and 

warie, 
Leet  privel,^•  hir  conseil  goon  hir  way. 
What  sholdo  I  in  this  tale  longer  taric  ? 
She  rydeth  to  the  sowdan  on  a  day,      375 
And  sk'y<lo  him,  that  she  wolde  reneyo 

hir  lay, 
And  cristendom  of  pruestcs  handes  fonge. 
Repenting  hir  she  hethen  was  so  Ion  ge,'.2.S< )) 

Biseching  him  to  doou  hir  that  honoiir, 
That  she  moste  han  the  cristen  men  to 

feste  ;  3«" 

'  To  plesen  hem  I  wol  do  mj-  laboui-.' 
The  sowdan  seith, '  I  wol  don  at  yourhestc,' 
And  knelingthankethhirofthatrequesto. 
So  gla<l  he  was,  he  niste  what  to  seye  ; 
She  kiste  hir  sone,  and  hoom  she  gootli 

liir  weyo.  3''*5 

Explicit  prima  pars.        Sequitur 
pars  sccunda. 
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Aj:rj-\'ed  bon  this  Cristen  folk  to  londe, 
lu  8urrie,  with  a  greet  solenipne  route, 
Aiiil  hastilj-  this  sowdaii  sentc  his  sonde, 
First    to   his    moder,  and    til    the   rogne 

aboute,  (291) 

And  seyde,  his  wyf  was  comen,  out  of 

douto,  390 

And  j>re>'de   hir  for  to  I'yde  agayn  the 

quene, 
The  honour  of  his  regne  to  sustene. 

Gret  was  the  prees,  and  riche  was  th'array 
Of  Surriens  and  Eoma,\Tis  met  j'-fore  ; 
The  moder  of  the  sowdan,  riche  and  gay, 
Keceyveth  hir  with  al-so  glatl  a  chere  396 
As  any  moder  mighte  hir  doghter  dere, 
And  to  the  nexte  citeo  ther  bisyde      (300) 
A  softe  pas  solempnely  they  ryde. 

Noght  trowe  I  the  triumphe  of  Julius,  400 
Of  which  that  Lucan  maketh  swich  a  host, 
Was  royaller,  ne  more  curious 
Than  was  th'assemblee  of  this  blisful  host. 
But  this  scorpioun,  this  wikkcd  gost, 
The  sowdanesse,  for  al  hir  flateringe,  405 
Caste  under  this  ful  mortally  to  stinge. 

Tlie  sowdan  comth  him-sclf  sone  after  this 
So  royally,  that  wonder  is  to  telle,  (310) 
And  welcometh  hir  with  alle  joye  andblis. 
And  thus  in  merthe  and  joj'e  I  lete  hem 

dwelle.  410 

The  fi-uyt  of  this  matere  is  that  I  telle. 
Whan  tyme  cam,  men  thoughte  it  for  the 

beste 
That  revel  stinte,  and  men  goon  to  hii' 

reste. 

The  tyme  cam,  this  olde  sowdanesse  414 
Ordeyned  hath  this  festo  of  which  I  tolde, 
And  to  the  feste  Cristen  folk  hem  dresse 
In  general,  ye  !  bothe  yonge  and  olde.  (319) 
Here  may  men  feste  and  royaltee  biholde. 
And  deyntees  mo  than  I  can  yow  de\-j-se. 
But  al  to  dere  they  boughte  it  er  they  ryse. 

O  sodej^  wo  !  that  ever  art  successonr  421 
To   worldly  blisse,  sprej'nd  with   bitter- 

nesse ; 
Til'  eude  of  the  joye  of  our  worldly  labour ; 
Wo  occupieth  the  fjni  of  otir  gladnesse. 
Herke  this  conseil  for  thy  sikemesse,  425 


Up-on  thy  glade  day  liave  in  thy  minde 
The  unwar  wo  or  harm  that  comth  bi- 
hinde. 

For  shortly  for  to  tellen  at  o  word,     (330) 
The  sowdan  and  the  Cristen  everichone 
Ben  al  to-heweand  stiked  at  the  bord,  430 
But  it  were  only  dame  distance  allone. 
This  olde  sowdanesse,  cursed  crone, 
Hath  with  hir  frendes  doon  this  cursed 

dede, 
For  she  hir-self  wolde  al  the  contree  lede. 

Ne  ther  was  Surrien  noon  that  was  con- 
verted 435 

That  of  the  conseil  of  the  sowdan  woot, 

That  he  nas  al  to-hewe  er  he  asterted. 

And  Cnstance  han  they  take  anon,  foot- 
hoot,  (340) 

And  in  a  shippe  al  st«relees,  god  woot, 

They  han  hir  set,  and  bidde  hir  lerne 
sayle  •  440 

Out  of  Surrye  agaynward  to  Itayle. 

A  certein  tresor  that  she  thider  ladde. 
And,  sooth  to  sayn,  vitaille  gret  plentee 
They  han  hir  yeven,  and  clothes  eek  she 

hadde, 
And  forth  she  sayleth  in  the  salte  see.  445 
O  my  Custance,  ful  of  benignitee, 
O  emperoures  yonge  doghter  dere,      (349) 
He  that  is  lord  of  fortune  be  thy  stere ! 

She  blesseth  hir,  and  with  ful  pitous  voys 
Un-to  the  croys  of  Crist  thus  seyde  she, 
'  O  clere,  o  welful  auter,  holy  croys,  451 
Reed  of  the  lambes  blood  full  of  pitec, 
That  wesh  the  world  fro  the  olde  iniquitee. 
Me  fro  the  feend,  and  fro  his  clawes  Icepe, 
That  day  that  I  shal  drenchen  in  the 
depe.  455 

Victorious  tree,  proteccionn  of  trewe, 
That  only  worthy  were  for  to  here      (359) 
The  king  of  heveu  with  his  woiindes  liewe, 
The  whyte  lamb,  that  hurt  was  with  the 

spere,  459 

Flemer  of  feendes  out  of  him  and  here 
On  which  thy  limes  feithfuUy  extenden, 
Mo  keep,  and  yif  me  might  my  lyf  t'ameu- 

den.' 
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Yeres  and  dayes  fleet  this  creature 
ThurglioHt  the  see  of  Grece   iiu-to  the 

stray  te 
Of  Marrok,  aa  it  was  hir  aventure  ;       465 
On  many  a  sory  meel  now  may  she  bayte  ; 
After  lier  deeth  ful  otten  may  she  wayte, 
Er  that  the  wikle  wawcs  wol  liir  dryve 
Un-to  the  idaco,  ther  she  shal  arryve.  (371) 

Men  mighten  asken  why  she  was  not 
slayn  ?  470 

Eek  at  the  feste  who  mighte  hir  body  save? 

And  I  auswere  to  that  demaiinde  agayn, 

Who  saved  Daniel  in  the  horrible  cave, 

Ther  evci-y  wight  save  he,  maister  and 
knave,  474 

Was  with  the  leoun  frete  er  lie  asterte  ? 

No  wight  but  god,  that  he  bar  in  liis  herte. 

<Tod  liste  to  shewe  his  wonderful  miracle 
In  hir,  for  we  sholde  seen  his  mighty 
werkes  ;  (380) 

Crist,  which  that  is  to  every  harm  triacle. 
By  certein  nienes  oite,  as  knowen  clerkes, 
Doth   thing  for    certein    ende    that  ful 
derk  is  481 

To  mannes  wit,  that  for  our  ignorance 
Ne   conne   not   knowe  his  prudent  pur- 
veyance. 

Now,  sith  she  was  not  at  the  feste  y-slawe. 
Who  kepte  hir  fro  the  drenching  in  the 

see  ?  .  485 

Who  kepte  Jonas  in  the  fisshes  mawe 
Til  he  was  spouted  up  at  Xinivee  ? 
Wei  may  men  knowe   it  was  no  wight 

but  he  (390) 

Tliat  kejite  peple  Ebraik  fro  hir  drench- 

inge, 
With  drj-e  feet  tliurgh-out  the  see  pass- 

fnge.  490 

Wlio  bad  the  fotire  spirits  of  tempest, 
Tliat  power  lian  t'anoyen  land  and  see, 
'Bothe  north  and  south,  and  also  west 

and  est, 
Aiioyeth  neither  see,  ne  land,  nc  tree  ?' 
Sothly,  the  comaundour  of  that  was  he, 
That  fro  the  tempest  aj'  tliis  womman 

kepte  496 

As  wel  whan  [that]  she  wook  as  whan  she 

eltpte. 


Wlier   mighte   this   womman   mete  and 

drinkc  have  ?  (400) 

Three  j-eer  and   more    how   lasteth   hir 

vitaille '?  499 

Who  fedde  the  Egipcien  Marie  in  the  cave, 
Or  in  desert  ?   no  wight  but  Crist,  sans 

faille. 
Yyve  thousand  folk  it  was  as  gret  mcr- 

vaille 
With  loves  fyve  and  fisshes  two  to  fede. 
God  sente  his  foison  at  liir  grete  nede. 

She  dryveth  forth  in-to  our  occean       505 
Thurgh-out  our  wilde  see,  til,  atte  lastc. 
Under  an  hold  that  nempncn  I  ne  can. 
Fer   in   Northumbcrlond   the  waw^e   hir 

caste,  '^410) 

And  in  the  sond  hir  ship  stiked  so  faste. 
That  thennes  wolde  it  noght  of  al  a  tydo, 
The  wille  of  Crist  was  that  she  shtiLlo 

abyde.  511 

The  constable  of  the  castel  doun  is  fare 
To  seen  this  wrak,  and  al  the  ship  lie 

soghte. 
And  fond  this  wery  womman  ful  of  care  ; 
He  fond  also  the  tresor  that  she  broghte. 
In  hir  langage  mercy  she  bisoghte        516 
The  lyf  out  of  hir  body  for  to  twinne,  (419) 
Hir  to  delivere  of  wo  that  she  was  inne. 

A  maner  Latin  corrupt  was  hir  speche, 
But  algates  ther-lty  was  she  understonde; 
The  constable,  whan  liim  list  no  lengor 

seclie,  521 

This  woful  womman  broghte  he  to  tlie 

londe ; 
She  kneleth  doun,  and  thanketh  goddes 

sonde. 
But  wliat  she  was,  she  wolde  no  man  seye, 
For  foul  ne  fair,  thogh  that  she  shulde 

deye.  525 

She  seyde,'she  was  so  mased  in  the  see 
That  slie  forgat  hir  minde,  by  hir  troutlie; 
The  constable  hath  of  hir  so  greet  pitee, 
And  eek  his  wyf,  that  they  wepen  foi 
routhe,  (431)  529 

She  was  so  diligent,  with-outen  slouthe. 
To  serve  and  ijlcscn  everich  in  that  place, 
Tliat  alio  liir  loven  that  loken  on  hir  lace. 
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This  constable  ami  dame  Hei-mengild  his 
•wyf 

Wei'e  payens,  anil  that  eontree  every- 
where ; 

But  Hermengilil  lovede  hir  right  as  liir 

And  Custance  hath  so  longe  sojourned 

there, 
In  orisons,  with  many  a  liitter  tere. 
Til  Jesu  hath  converted  thurgh  his  grace 
Dame  Hermengild,   constablesse  of  that 

Vlace.  (441)  5,^9 

In  al  that  lond  no  Cristen  durste  route, 
AUe  Cristen  folk  ben  fled  fro  that  eontree 
Thurgh     payens,    that    conqnereden    al 

abonte 
The  plages  of  the  Noith.  by  land  and  see  ; 
To  Walls  fled  the  Cristianitee 
Of  olde  Britons,  dwellingo  in  this  yle  ;  545 
Ther  was  hir  refut  for  the  mene  whyle. 

But  yet  nere  Cristen  Britons  so  exyled  (449) 
That  ther  nere  sommc  that  in  hir  privetee 
Honoured  Crist,  and  hethen  folk  bigyled  ; 
And  ny  the  castel  swiche  ther  dwelten 

three.  550 

That  con  of  hem  was  blind,  and  miglite 

nat  see 
But  it  were  with  thilke  yen  of  his  minde. 
With  whiche  men  seen,  after  that  they 

ben  blinde. 

Bright  was  the  Sonne  as  in  that  someres 

^^«yi  554 

For  which  the  constable  and  his  wyf  also 
And  Custance  han  y-take  the  righte  way 
Toward  the  see,  a  furlong  wey  or  two. 
To  pleyen  and  to  romen  to  and  fro  ;   (460) 
And   in  hir  walk  this  blinde  man  they 

mette  559 

Croked  and  old,  ^^•ith  j-en  faste  y-shette. 

'  In   name   cif    Crist,'   cryde   this    blinde 

Britoun, 
'  Dame   Hermengild,    yif  me   my   sighte 

agayn.' 
This  lady  wex  affrayed  of  the  soun. 
Lost  that  hir  housbond,    shortly  for   to 

sayn, 
Wolde  hir  for  Jesu  Cristes  love  han  slayu, 


Til  Custance  made  hir  bold,  and  bad  hir 

werche  566 

The  wil  of  Crist,  as  doghter  of  his  chirche. 

The  constable  wex  abasshed  of  that  sight, 
And  seyde,  •  what  ainounteth  al  this  fare  ? ' 
Custance   answerde,    '  sire,   it   is  Cristes 
might,  (472)  570 

That  helpeth  folk  out  of  the  feendes  snare.' 
Antl  so  fertbrth  she  gan  our  lay  declare, 
That  she  the  constable,  er  that  it  were  eve, 
^Converted,  and  on  Crist  made  him  bileve. 

This  constable  was  no-thing  lord  of  this 
place  (477,)  575 

Of  which  I  speke,  ther  he  Custance  fond. 
But  kepte  it  strongly,  many  wintres  space, 
Under  Alia,  king  of  al  Xorthumberlond, 
That  was  ful  wys,  and  worthy  of  his  hond 
Agayn  the  Scottes,  as  men  may  wel  here. 
But  turne  I  wol  agayn  to  my  matere.  581 

Sathan,  that  ever  us  waiteth  to  bigyle, 
Sangh  of  Custance  al  hir  perfecciotin. 
And  caste  anon  how  he  mighte  quytc  hir 

whyle. 
And  niade  a  yong  Icnight,  that  dwelte  in 

that  toun,  585 

Love  hir  so  hote,  of  foul  aifeccioun. 
That  verraily  him   tlioughte   he   shuldc 

spille  (480) 

But  he  of  hir  rnighte  ones  have  his  wille. 

He  wowetli  hir,  but  it  availleth  noght. 
She  wolde  do  no  sinne,  by  no  wej'e  ;      5170 
And,   for   despyt,    he    compassed    in   his 

thoght 
To  niaken  hir  on  sliaint'ul  deth  to  deye. 
He  wayteth  whan  the  constable  was  aweye. 
And  prively,  tip-on  a  night,  he  creptc  594 
In  Hermengildes  chambre  whyl  she  slepto. 

Werj',  for-waked  in  her  orisouns, 
Slepeth  Custance,  and  Hermengild  also. 
This  knight,    thurgh    Sathanas   tempta- 

ciovins,  (500) 

Al  softely  is  to  the  bed  y-go. 
And  kitte  the  throte  of  Hermengild  a-two. 
And    leyde    the    blody    knyf    by    dame 

Custance,  601 

And  wente  his  wey,  ther  god  yeve  him 

meschance ! 
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Souo   after  comth   this   constable   lioom 

agayn, 
And  eek  Alia,  that  king  was  of  that  lond, 
And  saugh  his  wyf  despitously  y-slayn,  605 
For  which  ful  ofte  he  weep  and  wrong  his 

hond, 
And  in  the  bed  the  blody  knyf  he  fond       J 
By  dame  Custance  ;  alias !  what  niighte 

sheseye?  (o'o)";; 

For  veiTaj'  wo  hir  wit  was  al  aweye.  t  j 

To  king  Alia  was  told  al  this  meschance,^ 
And  eek  the   tj-nie,  and  where,   and   in 

what  Avyse  611   | 

That  in  a  ship  was  foiindon  dame  distance, 
As  heer-biforn  that  ye  lian  herd  devj'se. 
The  kinges  lierte  of  ijiteo  gan  agrj-se, 
^\'han  he  saugh  so  benigne  a  creature  615 
Falle  in  disese  and  in  misavcnture. 

For  as  the  lonib  toward  his  deeth  is  broght, 
80  stant  this  innocent  bifore  the  king  ; 
Tliis  false  knight  that  hath  this  tresoun 
V  wroght  (521) 

Berth  hir  on  hond  that  she  hath  doon 

this  thing.  620 

fBut    nathelees,    ther    was    [ful]    greet 

moorning 
Among  the  peple,  and  seyn, '  they  can  not 

gesse 
That  she  hatli  doon  so  greet  a  Avikked- 

nesse.  623 

For  they  han  sej'n  hir  ever  so  vertuous, 
And  loving  Hermengild  right  as  her  lyf.' 
Of  this  bar  witnesse  everich  in  that  hous 
Save  he  that  Hermengild  slow  with  his 

knyf. 
This  gentil  king  hath  caught  a  grot  motyf 
Of  this  witnesse,  and  thoghte  he  wolde 

enquere  (531) 

Depper  in  this,  a  trouthe  for  to  lere.     630 

Alias!  Custance  I  thou  hast  no  champioun, 
Ne  fighte  canstow  nought,  so  weyluwey ! 
But  he,  that  starf  for  our  redemijcioun 
And  bond  Sathan  (and  yit  Ij'th  ther  he 

lay) 
So  be  thy  stronge  champioun  this  day !  635 
For,  but -if  Crist  open  miracle  kythe, 
Withouten  gilt  thou  shalt  be  slayn  as 

swythe. 


She  s^tte  her  doun  on  knees,  and  thus 
she  sayde,  (540) 

'  Immortal  god,  that  savedest  Susanne 

Fro  false  blame,  and  thou,  merciful 
mayde,  640 

Mary  I  mene,  doghter  to  Seint  Anne, 

Bifore  whos  child  aungeles  singe  Osanue, 

If  I  be  giltlees  of  this  felonj'e, 

My  socour  bo,  for  elles  I  shal  dj^  ! '       644 

Have  yo  nat  seyn  som  tyme  a  pale  face, 
Among  a  prees,  of  him  that  hath  be  lad 
Toward  his  deeth,   whor-as  him  gat  no 

grace, 
And  swich  a  colour  in  his  face  hath  had, 
Men   mighte   knowe  his   face,   that  was 

bistad,  (551) 

Amonges  alle  the  faces  in  that  route  :  650 
So  stant  Custance,  and  loketh  hii-  aboutc. 

O  quenes,  livinge  in  prosperitee, 
Duchesses,  and  ye  Ladies  evorichone, 
Havetli  som  rovithe  on  hir  adversitee  ; 
An  emperourcs  doghter  stant  allone  ;   655 
Slie  hath  no  wight  to  whom  to  make  hir 

mone. 
O  blood  roj-al,  that  stondest  in  this  drede, 
Fer  ben  thj'  freendes  at  thy  grete  nede ! 

This  Alia  king  hath  swich  compassioun, 
As  gentil  herte  is  fulfild  of  pitee,  (562)  660 
That  from  his  yen  ran  the  water  doun. 
'  Now  hastily  do  fecche  a  book,'  quod  he, 
'  And  if  this  knight  wol  sweren  how  that 

she 
This  womman  slow,  yet  wole  we  tis  avyse 
A\liom  that  we  wole  that  shal  ben  our 

justyse.'  665 

A  Briton  book,  writon  with  Evangyles, 
Was  fet,  and  on  this  book  he  swoor  anoon 
She  gilty  was,  and  in  the  mene  whyles 
A  hand  liim  smoot  upon  the  nekke-boon. 
That  doun  he  fil  atones  as  a  stoon,  (572)  670 
And  bothe  his  yen  broste  out  of  his  face 
In  sight  of  every  body  in  that  place. 

A  vois  was  herd  in  general  audience, 
And    seyde,    '  thou    hast    desclaundred 

giltelees 
The    doghter    of   holy  chirche    in    hey 

presence ;  675 
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Thus  hastou  doon,  and  yet.  lioldc  I  my 

pees.' 
Of  this  mervaille  agast  was  al  the  preos  ; 
As  mased  folk  they  stoden  everichone,  (580) 
For  drede  of  wreche,  save  Custance  allone. 

Greet  was  the  drede  and  eek  the  repent- 
ance 680 

Of  hem  that  haddejx  wrong  suspeccioixn 

Upon  this  sely  innocent  Cnstance  ; 

And,  for  this  miracle,  in  conclusionn. 

And  by  Custances  mediaciovin, 

The  king,  and  many  another  in  that 
place,  685 

Converted  was,  thanked  be  Crist«s  grace ! 

This  false  knight  was  slayn  for  his  nn- 

trouthe 
By  jugement  of  Alia  hastifly  ;  (590) 

And  yet  Cnstance  hadde  of  his  deeth  gret 

routhe. 
And  after  this  Jesus,  of  his  mercy,        690 
Made  Alia  wedden  ful  solempnely 
This  holy  mayden,  that  is  so  bright  and 

shene, 
And  thus  hath    Crist   y-raaad    Custance 

a  quene. 

But  who  was  woful,  if  I  shal  nat  lye. 
Of  this  wedding  but  Donegild,  and  na  mo. 
The  kinges  moder,  ful  of  tirannye?  696 
Hir  thoughtc  hir  cursed  lierte  brast  a-two  ; 
She  wolde  noglit  hir  sone  had  do  so;  (600) 
Hir  thoughte  a  despit,  that  he  sholde  take 
So  strange  a  creatu.re  un-to  his  make.  700 

Me  list  nat  of  the  chaf  nor  of  the  stree 
Maken  so  long  a  tale,  as  of  the  com. 
What  sholde  I  tellen  of  the  royaltoe 
At  mariage,  or  which  conrs  gooth  biforn. 
Who  bloweth  in  a  trompe  or  in  an  horn  ? 
The  fruit  of  evei-y  tale  is  for  to  seye  ;    706 
They  ete,  and  drinke,  and  daunce,  and 
singe,  and  pleye. 

They  goon  to  bedde,  as  it  was  skile  and 

right ;  (610) 

For,   thogh   that   wyves  been    ful    holy 

thinges. 
They  moste  take  in  pacience  at  night  710 
Swich  maner  necess.aries  as  been  plesinges 
To  folk  that   han   y-wedded   hem  with 
ringes, 


And  leye  a  lyte  hir  hfilinesss  asj"do 
As  for  the  tjnne  ;  it  may  no  bet  bitj'do. 

On  hir  he  gat  a  knave-child  anoon,       715 
And  to  a  bishop  and  his  constable  eke 
He  took  his  wyf  to  kepe,  whan  lie  is  goon 
To  Scotland-ward,  his  fo-men  for  to  seke  ; 
Now  faire  Custance,  that  is  so  humble 

and  meke,  (621) 

So  longe  is  goon  with  childe,  til  that  stille 
.She   halt  hir   chambre,   abyding  Cristes 

wille.  72 1 

The  tyme  is  come,  a  knave-cliild  she  ber ; 
Maxiricius  at  the  font-stoon  they  him  calle ; 
This  constable  dooth  forth  come  a  mes- 

sager. 
And  wroot  un-to  his  king,   that  cleped 

was  Alle,  725 

How  that  this  blisful  tyding  is  bifalle, 
And  othere  tydings  speedfvil  for  to  seye  ; 
He  tak'th  the  lettre,  and  forth  he  gooth 

his  weye.  (630) 

This  messager,  to  doon  his  avantage,    729 
Un-to  the  kinges  moder  rydeth  swythe, 
And  sahieth  hir  ful  faire  in  his  laugage, 
'  Madame,'  quod  he,  '  ye  may  be  glad  and 

blythe. 
And  thanke  god  an  hiindred  thousand 

,sythe ; 
My  lady  quene   hath   cliild,  with-outen 

doute,  734 

To  joye  and  blisse  of  al  this  regne  aboute. 

Lo,  heer  the  lettres  seled  of  tlii.s  thing. 
That  I  mot  here  with  al  the  haste  I  may; 
If  ye  wol  aught  un-to  your  sone  the  king, 
I  am  your  servant,  bothe  night  and  day.' 
Donegild  answerde,  '  as  now  at  this  tyme, 

nay ;  (642)  740 

But  heer  al  night  I  wol  thou  take  thy 

reste, 
Tomorwe  wol  I  seye  thee  what  me  leste.' 

This  messager  drank  sadly  ale  and  wyn. 
And  stolen  were  his  lettres  prively 
Out  of  his  box,  whyl  he  sleep  as  a  s^vyn  ; 
And  countrefeted  was  ful  subtilly         746 
Another  lettre,  wroglit  ful  sinfully, 
Un-to  the  king  direct  of  this  matere  (650) 
Fro  his  constable,  as  ye  shul  after  here. 
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Tlio  lettre  spak,  '  tho  quoou  doliverod  was 
Of  so  horrible  a  feendly  creature,  751 

That  in  the  castel  noon  so  hardy  was 
That  any  whyle  dorste  ther  endure. 
The  modjer  was  an  elf,  by  aventure 
Y-come,  hy  chnrmes  or  by  sorcerye,      755 
Ai\d  every  wight  hateth  hir  conipanye.' 

"Wo  was   this  Icing  whan   he  this  lettre 
had  seyn,  {<'>59) 

But  to  no  wighte  he  tolde  his  sorwes  sore, 
But  of  his  owene  honde  he  wroot  ageyn, 
'  Welcome  the  sonde  of  Crist  for  evermore 
To  me,  that  am  now  lerned  in  his  lore  ;  761 
Lord,    welcome    be    th\-    lust    and    thy 

plesaunce, 
Mj-  lust  I  j)iitte  al  in  tbyn  ordinaunce  ! 

Kepeth  this  child,  al  be  it  foul  or  fair, 
And    eek    my    wyf,    un-to    myn    hoom- 

cominge ;  765 

Crist,  whan  him  list,  may  sende  me  an 

heir 
More  agreable  than  this  to  my  lykinge.' 
This  lettre  he  seleth,  prively  wepiuge,  (670) 
'\Vhich  to  the  messager  was  take  sone. 
And  forth  he  gooth ;  ther  is  na  more  to 

done,  770 

O  messager,  fulfild  of  dronkenesse. 
Strong  is  thybreeth,  thy  limes  faltren  ay. 
And  thou  biwreyest  alle  secreenesse.» 
Thj-  mind  is  lorn,  thou  janglest  as  rt  jay. 
Thy  face  is  turned  in  a  newe  array  !      775 
Ther  dronkenesse  regneth  in  any  roiite, 
Ther  is  no  conseil  hid,  with-outen  doute. 

O  Donegild,  I  ne  have  noon  English  digne 
Un-to  thy  malice  and  thy  tirannye  !  (681) 
And  therfor  to  the  feend  I  thee  rosigne. 
Let  him  endyten  of  thy  traitorye  !         781 
Fy,  mannish,  fy  !  o  naj-,  by  god,  I  lye, 
Fy,  feendly  sijirit,  for  I  dar  wel  telle, 
Though  thoii  heer  walke,  thj-  spirit  is  in 
helle !  784 

This  messager  comth  fi-o  the  king  agayn,^ 
And  at  the  kinges  modrcs  court  he  lighte, 
And  she  was  of  this  messager  ful  fayn, 
And    plesed    him    in  al  that   over   she 

mighte.  (^"90) 

He   drank,    and    wel   his    girdel    under- 

pighte. 


He  slepeth,  and  he  snoreth  in  his  gyse  790 
Al  night,  fun-til  the  Sonne  gan  aryse. 

Eft  were  his  lettres  stolen  everichon 
And  countrefeted  lettres  in  this  wj'se  ; 
'  The  king  comandeth  his  constable  anon. 
Up  peyne  of  hanging,  and  on  heigh  juyse. 
That  he  ne  sholde  sutfren  in  no  wyse    796 
Custance  in-with  his  regne  for  t'abyde 
Thre  dayes  and  a  quarter  of  a  tyde  ;  (700) 

But  in  the  same  ship  as  he  hir  fond, 
Hir  and  hir  yonge  sone.  and  al  hir  gere. 
He  sholdo  putte,  and  croiide  hir  fro  tho 

lond,  801 

And  charge  hir  that  she  never  eft  come 

there.' 
O  my  Custance,  wel  may  thy  goost  have 

fere 
And  sloping  in  i\\y  dreem  been  in  penance, 
When  Donegild  caste  al  this  ordinance  ! 

This  messager  on  morwe,  whan  he  wook, 
Un-to  the  castel  halt  the  nexte  wey,  (709) 
And  to  the  constable  he  the  lettre  took  ; 
And  whan  that  he  this  pitous  lettre  sey, 
Ful  ofte  he  seyde   '  alias  ! '    and   '  woj- 

lawey ! '  810 

'Lord    Crist,'    quod   he,    'how  may    this 

world  endure  ? 
So  ful  of  sinne  is  many  a  creature  ! 

O  mighty  god,  if  that  it  be  thy  wille, 
Sith  thou  art  rightful  juge,  how  may  it  be 
That  thoii  wolt  sutfren  innocents  to  spille. 
And  wikked  folk  regne  in  iirosperitee?  810 
O  good  Custance,  alias  !  so  wo  is  me 
That  I  mot  be  thy  tormentour,  or  deye 
On  shames   deeth ;    ther  is   noon  other 
weye ! '  (721) 

Wepen  bothe  yonge  and  olde  in  al  that 

place,  8-'c> 

Whan  that  the  king  this  cursed  lettre 

sente, 
And  Custance.  with  a  deedly  pale  face. 
The  fertile  day  toward  liir  shijj  she  wente. 
But  natheles  she  taketh  in  good  entente 
The  wille  of  Crist,  and,  kneling  on  the 

stronde,  825 

She   seyde,    '  lord !    ay   wel-com    be   thy 

sonde  ! 
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He  that  me  kepto  fro  the  false  blame  1 

Whyl  I  was  (to  the  londe  amonges  yow, 
He  can  me  kepe  from  harme  and  eek  fro 
shame  (73'' 

In  s.ilte  see,  al-thogh  I  see  nat  how.     830 
As  strong  as  ever  he  was,  he  is  yet  now. 
In  him  triste  I,  and  in  his  moder  dere, 
That  is  to  me  my  seyl  and  eek  my  store.' 

Hir  litel  child  lay  weping  in  liir  ;um,  834 
And  kneling,  pitonsly  to  him  she  seyde, 
'  Pees,   litel    sone,    I  wol    do    thoc    non 

harm.'  '  | 

With  that  hir  kerchcf  of  hir  heed  she 

hreyde,  1 

And  over  his  litel  ygn  she  it  leyde  ;     (740) 
And  in  hir  arm  she  lulleth  it  ful  faste, 
And  in-to  heven  hir  yen  up  she  caste.  840 

'Moder,'  qnod  she,   'and  niayde  bright, 

Marye, 
Sooth  is  that  thitrgh  wonimannes  egge- 

ment 
Mankind  was  lorn  and  damned  ay  to  dyo, 
For  which  thy  cliiltl  ^^■as  on  a  croys  y- 

rent ; 
Thy  blisfnl  yen  sawe  al  his  torment ;    845 
Than  is  ther  no  comparisoun  bitwene 
Thj'  wo  and  any  wo  man  may  sustcnc. 

Thou  sawe  thy  child  y-slayn  bifor  thyn 
yen,  (750) 

And  yet  now  liveth  my  litel  child,  parfay ! 

Now.  lady  bright,  to  whom  alio  woful 
cryen,  850 

Thou  glorie  of  wommanhede,  thou  faire 
may. 

Thou  haven  of  refut,  brighte  sterre  of  day, 

Rewe  on  my  child,  that  of  thy  gentillesse 

Rewest  on  every-  rewful  in  distresso  ! 

O  litel  child,  alias  !  what  is  thy  gilt,     855 
That    never    wroughtest    sinne    as    yet, 

pardee, 
Why  wil  thyn  harde  fader  han  thee  spUt? 
O  mercy,  dere  constable  !'  quod  she;  (760) 
'  As  lat  my  litel  child  dwelle  heer  with 

thee ; 
And  if  thou  darst   not   saven   him,   for 

blame,  8C0 

fco  kis  him  ones  in  his  fadres  name  ! ' 


Ther-with    she   loketh    bakward   to   the 

londo, 
And   seyde,    '  far-wel,    hf)uslx>nd   routhc- 

lees  ! ' 
And  up  she  rist.  and  walketh  doun  the 

strondc 
Toward  the  ship  ;  hir  folweth  al  the  precs, 
And  ever  she  preyeth  hir  child  t'>  holde 

his  pecs  ;  866 

And  takcth  hir  levo,  and  with  an  holy 

entente 
She    blesseth   hir ;    and    in-to    ship    she 

wente.  (770/ 

Vitailled  was  the  ship,  it  is  no  drede, 
Habundantly  for  hir,  ful  longe  space,  870 
And  other  necessaries  that  sholde  nede 
She  hadde  y-nogh,  heried  be  goddes  grace ! 
For  wind  and  weder  almightj-  god  pur- 

chace. 
And  bringe  hir  hoom  1    I  can  no  bettre 

seye ;  874 

But  in  the  see  she  dryveth  forth  lur  weye. 

Explicit   secunda    pars. 
Sequitar  pars  tercia. 

Alia  the  king  comth  hoom.  sone  after  this, 
Unto  his  castel  of  the  which  I  tolde,  (779) 
And  axeth  wher  his  w\f  and  his  child  is. 
The  constable  gan  aboute  his  herte  colde, 
And  pleynlj'  al  the  maner  he  him  tolde  88<i 
As  ye  han  herd,  I  can  telle  it  no  bettre. 
And  shcAveth  the  king  his  seel  and  [eekj 
his  lettre, 

And  seyde,  'lord,  as  ye  comaunded  me 
Up  peyne  of  deeth,  so  have  Idoou,  certein,' 
This  messager  tormented  was  til  he      885 
Moste  biknowe  and  tellon,  plat  and  plein, 
Fro  night  to  night,  in  what  place  he  had 

leyn. 
And  thus,  by  wit  and  subtil  enqueringo, 
Ymagined  was  by  whom  this  harm,  gan 

springe,  (791) 

The  hand  was  knowe  that  the  lettre  wroot, 
And  al  the  venim  of  this  cursed  dede,  891 
Tint  in  what  wyse,  certeinly  I  noot, 
Tii'eftect  is  this,  that  Alia,  out  of  drede. 
His  moder  slow,  that  men  may  pleinly 
rede, 
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For  that  sho  tiait<>ur  was  to  liir  ligeaunce. 

Thus   eiuleth   olde   Donegild   with    nies- 

diaunce.  896 

The  soi-we  that  this  Alia,  night  and  day, 
Maketli  for  his  -wyf  and  for  his  child  also, 
Ther  is  no  tonge  that  it  telle  may.       (801) 
Biit  now  wol  I  i\n-to  distance  go,  900 

Tliat  fleteth  in  the  see,  in  peyne  and  wo, 
Fyve  yeer   and   more,    as   lyked  Cristes 

sonde, 
Er  that  hir  ship  approched  iin-to  londe. 

Under  an  hethen  castel,  atte  laste. 

Of  which   the  name  in   my  text  noght 

I  finde,  905 

Custance  and  cek  hir  child  the  see  np- 

easte. 
Almighty  god,  that  saveth  al  mankinde. 
Have  on  Custance  and  on  hir  child  som 

minde,  (810) 

That  fallen  is  in  hethen  land  eft-sone,  909 
In  point  to  spille,  as  I  shal  telle  yow  sone. 

Dovin  from  the  castel  comth  ther  many 

a  wight 
To  gauren  on  this  ship  and  on  Custance. 
But  .shortly,  from  the  castel,  on  a  night, 
The  lordes  sty^vard — god  yeve  him  mes- 

chaunce  ! —  914 

A  theef,  that  had  reneyed  our  creaunce. 
Com  in-to  ship  allone,  and  seyde  he  sholde 
Hir  lemman   be,   wher-so  she  wolde  or 

nolde.  (819) 

Wo  was  this  wrecched  womman  tho  bigon, 
Hir  child  cryde',  and  she  crj'de  pitously  ; 
But  blisful  Marie  heelp  hir  right  anon  ; 
For  with  hir  strugLing  wel  and  mightily 
The  theef  fil  over  bord  al  sodeinly,        922 
And  in  the  see  he  dreynte  for  ^iengoance  ; 
And   thus   hath   Crist    unwemmed   kept 

Custance. 

Auctor. 
O  foule  lust  of  luxuric  !  lo,  thyn  cndc  ! 
Nat    only    that    thou    feyntest    mannes 

minde,  926 

But  verraily  thou  wolt  his  body  shende  ; 
Th'ende   of  thy  werk   or   of    thy   lustes 

blinde  (830) 

Is  compleyning,  how  many-oon  may  men 

finde 


That  uoght  for  werk  sum-tjrme,  but  for 
th 'entente  -  930 

To  doon  this  siune,  ben  outher  sleyn  or 
shente ! 

How  may  this  wayke  womman  haii  this 

strengthe 
Hir  to  defende  agaj'n  this  renegat  ? 

0  Golias,  unmesurable  of  lengthe. 

How  mighto  David  make  thee  so  mat,  935 
So  yong  and  of  armure  so  desolat  ? 
How  dorste  he  loke  up-on  thy  dredful  face? 
Wel  may  men  seen,   it  nas  but  goddes 
grace !  i.840) 

Who  yaf  Judith  corage  or  hardinesse 
To  sleen  him,  Olofernus,  in  his  tente,  940 
And  to  deliveren  out  of  wrecchednesse 
The  peple  of  god  ?  I  seye,  for  this  entente, 
That,  right  as  god  spirit  of  vigour  sente 
To  hem,  and  saved  hem  out  of  meschance, 
So  sente  he  might  and  vigour  to  Custance, 

Forth  goth  hir  ship  thurgh-otit  the  narwe 

mouth  946 

Of  Jubaltar  and  Septe,  drj-ving  aj', 
Som-tyme  West,   som-tyme    North    and 

South,  1850) 

And   somtyme   Est,    ful    manj'   a   wei-y 

day. 
Til  Cristes  moder  (blessed  be  she  ay !)  950 
Hath  shapen,  thurgh  hir  endelees  good- 

nesse. 
To  make  an  ende  of  al  hir  hevinesse. 

Now  lat  us  stinte  of  Custance  but  a  th  rowe, 
And  speke  we  of  the  Romain  Emperour, 
That  out  of  Siirrie  liath  by  lettres  knowe 
The  slaughtre  of  Cristen  folk,  and  dis- 
honour 956 
Don  to  his  doghter  by  a  fals  traitour, 

1  mene  the  cursed  wikked  sowdanesse, 
That  at  the  feste  leet  sleen  both  more  and 

lesse.  (861) 

For  which  this  emperour  hath  sent  anoon 
His  senatour,  with  royal  ordinance,      961 
And  othcre  lordes,  got  wot,  many  oon. 
On  Surriens  to  taken  heigh  vengeance. 
They  brennen,  sleen,  and  bringe  hem  to 
meschance 
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Fill  many  a  day ;  but  shortly,  this  is 
the  ende,  965 

Homward  to  Rome  they  shapen  hem  to 
wende. 

Tliis  senatour  repairoth  with  victorie 
To  Rome-ward,  sayliiig  ful  royally,     (870) 
Ami  mette  the  ship  dryving,  as  seith  the 

storie, 
In  which  Custance  sit  ful  pitously.        970 
No-thing  ne  knew  he  what  she  was,  ne 

whj- 
She  was  in  swich  array  ;  ne  she  nil  seye 
Of  liir  estaat,  althogh  she  sholde  deye. 

He  bringeth  hir  to  Rome,  and  to  his  wj-f 
He  yaf  hir,  and  hir  yonge  sone  also  ;  975 
And  with  the  senatour  she  ladde  her  lyf. 
Thus  can  our  lady  briugen  out  of  wo  (879} 
Woful  Custance,  and  many  another  mo. 
And  longe  tyme  dwelled  she  in  that  place. 
In  holj-  werkes  ever,  as  was  hir  grace.  980 

The  senatoures  wyf  hir  aunte  was, 

But  tor  al  that  she  knew  hir  never  the 

more ; 
I  wol  no  leuger  tarien  in  this  cas. 
But  to  king  Alia,  which  I  spak  of  yore, 
That   for    his   w>-f    wepeth   and    syketh 

sore,  985 

I  wol  retourne,  and  lete  I  wol  distance 
Under  the  senatoures  governance. 

King  Alia,  which  that  hadde  his  moder 
slayii,  (890 

Upon  a   day  fil  in  swich  repentance. 
That,  if  I  shortly  tellen  shal  and  plain,  990 
To    Borne    he    comth,   to    receyven    his 

penance ; 
And  putte  him  in  the  jwpes  ordinance 
In  heigh  and  low,  and  Jesu  Crist  bisoghte 
Foryeve     his    wikked    werkes    that     he 
wroghte.  994 

The  fame  anon  thurgh  Home  toun  is  born. 
How  Alia  king  shal  come  in  pilgrimage, 
By  herbergeours  that  wenten  him  biforn ; 
For  which  the  senatour,  as  was  nsage,  (900) 
Rood  him  ageyn,  and  many  of  his  linage. 
As  wel  to  shewen  his  heighe  magnificence 
As  to  don  any  king  a  reverence.  looi 


Greet  chere  dooth  this  noble  senatour 
To  king  Alia,  and  he  t<>  liim  also  ; 
Everich  of  hem  doth  other  greet  honour  ; 
And  so  bifel  that,  in  a  day  or  two,       1005 
This  senatour  is  to  king  Alia  go 
To  feste,  and  shortly,  if  I  shal  nat  lye, 
Custances  sone  wente  in  his  companye. 

Som    men   wolde    seyn,   at    requeste    of 
Custance,  (911) 

This  senatour  hath  lad  this  child  to  feste; 
I  may  nat  tellen  every  circumstance,  loii 
Be  as  be  may,  ther  was  he  at  the  leste. 
But  soth  is  this,  that,  at  his  modres  heste, 
Biforn  Alia,  during  the  metes  space,  - 
The  child  stood,  loking  in  the  kinges  face. 

This  Alia  king  hath  of  this  child  greet 

wonder,  ioi6 

And  to  the  senatour  he  seyde  anon, 
'  Whos  is  that  faire  child  that  stondeth 

yonder  ? '  (920) 

'  I  noot,'  quod  he,  '  by  god,  and  by  seint 

John !  1019 

A  moder  he  hath,  but  fader  hath  he  non 
That  I  of  woot ' — but  shortly,  in  a  stounde. 
He  tolde  Alia  how  that  this  child  was 

founde. 

'  But  god  wot,'  quod  this  senatour  also, 
'  So  vertuous  a  livere  in  my  Ij-f,  1024 

Ne  saugh  I  neA'er  as  she,  ne  herde  of  mo 
Of  worldly  wommen,  mayden,  nor  of  wyf ; 
I  dar  wel  seyn  hir  hadde  lever  a  knyf 
Thurgh-out  her  breste,  than  been  a  wom- 

man  wikke  ;  i'Q3f>) 

Tlier  is  no  man  coude  bringe  hir  to  that 

prikke.' 

Now  was  this  chUd  as  lyk  un-to  Custance 
As  possible  is  a  creature  to  be.  103 1 

This  Alia  hath  the  face  in  remembrance 
Of  dame  Custanee,  and  ther-on  mused  he 
If  that  the  childes  moder  were  aught  she 
That  was  his  wyf,  and  prively  he  sighte. 
And  spedde  him   fro  the  table  that  he 
mighte.  "".^ 

'  Parfay,'  thoghte  he,  '  fantome  is  in  myn 

heed ! 
I  oghte  deme,  of  skilful  jugcment,      (940) 
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That  in  the  salte  see  my  wyf  is  deed.' 
And  afterward  he  made  his  argument — 
'  AMiat  -wtxjt  I,  if  that  Crist  have  hider 

y-sent  io4' 

My  wyf  hy  see,  as  wel  as  he  hir  sente 
To    my    contree    fro    thennes    that    she 

wente?' 

And,  after  noon,  hooui  with  the  senatoiir 
tToth  Alia,  for  to  seen  this  wonder  chaunce. 
This  senatour  dooth  Alia  greet  honour. 
And  liastifly  he  sente  after  Custaunce. 
But  trusteth  weel,  hir  liste  nat  to  daunce 
Whan  tlint  she  wiste  wherefor  was  that 
sonde.  (951)  1049 

L'niiethe  iip-on  liir  feet  she  niighte  stonde. 

Mlien  Alia  saugh  his  wy^i  faire  he  hir 

grette. 
And  weep,  that  it  was  routhe  for  to  see. 
For  at  the  firste  look  he  on  hir  sette 
He  Icnew  wel  verraily  that  it  was  she. 
And  she  for  sorwe  as  d"nib  stant  as  a  tree  ; 
So  was  hir  herte  shet  in  hir  distresse  1056 
Whan  slie  remembred  his  unkindenesse. 

Twyes  she  swowned  in  his  owne  sighte ; 
He  weep,  and  him  excuseth  pitously  : — 
'  Xow  god,'  quod  he,  '  and  alle  his  halwes 
brighte  (962)  1060 

So  -wisly  on  my  soule  as  have  mercy. 
That  of  your  harm  as  giltelees  am  I 
As  is  Maiirice  my  sone  so  lyk  your  face  ; 
Ellesthe  feend  me  fecche  out  of  this  place ! ' 

Long  was  the  sobbing  and  the  bitter  peyne 
Er  that  liir  wol'ul  hertes  mighte  cesse  ; 
Greet  was  the  pitee  for  to  here  hem  pleyne, 
Thurgh  whiche  pleintes  gan  hir  wo  en- 
eresse.  (970) 

I  prey  yow  al  my  labotir  to  relesse  ; 
I  may  nat  telle  liir  wo  un-tU  tomorwe,  1070 
I  am  so  wery  for  to  speke  of  sorwe. 

But  fynally,  when  that  the  sooth  is  wist 
That  Alia  giltelees  was  of  hir  wo, 
I  trowe  an  hundred  tymes  been  they  kist, 
And  swich  a  blisse  is  ther  bitwixhem  two 
That,  save  the  joye  that  lasteth  evermo, 
Ther  is  non  lyk,  that  any  creature       1077 
Hath  aeyn  or  shal,  whyl  that  the  world 
may  dure.  (980) 


Tho  preyde  she  hir  housbond  mekely. 
In  relief  of  hir  longe  pitous  pyne,        1080 
That  he  wold  preye  hir  fader  specially 
That,  of  his  magestee,  he  wolde  enelyne 
To  vouche-sauf  som  day  with  him  to  djiie ; 
She  prej'de  him  eeit,  ho  sholde  by  no  weye 
Un-to  hir  fader  no  word  of  hir  seye.    1085 

Som  men  wold  seyn,  how  that  the  child 

Maurice 
Doth  this  message  un-to  this  emperonr  ; 
But,  as  I  gesso,  Alia  was  nat  so  nyce  (990) 
To  him,  that  was  of  so  soverejTi  honour 
As  he  that  is  of  Cristen  folk  the  flour,  kx)o 
Sente  any  child,  but  it  is  bet  to  deme 
He  wente  him-self,  and  so  it  may  wel  seme. 

This  emperour  hath  graunted  gentilly 
To  come  to  diner,  as  ho  him  bisoghte  ; 
And  wel  rede  I,  he  loked  bisily  1095 

Up-on  this   child,    and    on  his    doght€r 

thoghte. 
Alia  goth  to  his  in,  and,  as  him  oghte, 
Arrayed  for  this  feste  in  every  wyse  (1000) 
As  ferforth  as  his  conning  may  suffyse. 

The  morwe  cam,  and  Alia  gan  him  dresse. 
And  eek  his  wj-f,  this  emperour  to  mete  ; 
And  forth  thej'  ryde  in  joye  and  in  glad- 

nesse.  1 102 

And  whan  she  saugh  hir  fader  in  the  strete, 
She  lighte  doun,  and  falleth  him  to  fete. 
'  Fader,'   quod   she,    '  your    yonge    child 

Custanco  1105 

Is  how  ful  clene  out  of  yo\ir  remembrance, 

I  am  your  doghter  Ciistance,'  quod  she, 
'  That  whylom  ye  han  sent  un-to  Surrye. 
It  am  I,  fader,  that  in  the  salte  see  (loii) 
Was  put  allone  and  dampned  for  to  dye. 
Now,  gode  fader,  mercy  I  yow  crye,     mi 
Send  me  namore  un-to  non  hethenesse. 
But  thonkoth  my  lord  heer  of  his  kinde- 
nesse.' 

Wlio  can  the  pitous  joye  tellen  al 
Bitwix   hem    three,    sin    they   ben   thus 
y-mette  ?  1 1 15 

But  of  my  tale  make  an  ende  I  shal ; 
The  day  goth  faste,  I  wol  no  lenger  lette. 
This  glade  folk  to  diner  they  hem  sette  ; 
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In  joye  and  blissc  at  mete  I  lete  hem 

dwells  (1021)  1 1 19 

A  thousand  fold  wel  more  than  I  can  telle. 

This  child  Maurice  was  sithen  emperour 
Maad  by  the  pope,  and  lived  Cristenly. 
To  Cristcs  chirclie  ho  dide  greet  honour  ; 
But  I  lete  al  his  storie  passen  by, 
Of  distance  is  my  talc  specially.  1125 

In  olde  Romayn  gestes  may  men  finde 
Maurices  lyf ;  I  bcrc  it,  noght  in  minde. 

ThiskingAUa,  whan  he  his  tymesey,  (1030) 
With  his  Custance,  his  holy  wyf  so  swete, 
To  Engelond  been  they  come  the  righte 

woy,  113'J 

Wher-as  they  live  in  joye  and  in  <|uiete. 
But  litel  whyl  it  lasteth,  I  yow  hete, 
Joye   of  this  world,    for   tjine   wol   nat 

abyde ; 
Fro  day  to  night  it  changetli  as  the  tyde. 

Who  lived  ever  in  swich  delyt  o  day  11 35 
That  him  ne  moeved  outlier  conscience, 
Or  ire,  or  talent,  or  som  kin  affray,  (1039) 
Envye,  or  pryde,  or  passion,  or  offence  ? 
I  ne  seye  but  for  this  ende  this  sentence, 
That  litel  whyl  in  joye  or  in  plesance  1 140 
Lasteth  the  blisse  of  Alia  with  distance. 


For  deeth,  that  taketh  of  heigh  and  low 

his  rente, 
Wlien  passed  was  a  yeer,  even  as  I  gesse, 
Out  of  this  world  this  king  All.?,  he  hente, 
For  whom  Custance  hath  ful  gret  hevi- 

nesse.  1145 

Now  lat  us  preyen  god  his  soule  blesse  ! 
And  dame  Custance,  fynally  to  seye. 
Towards  the  toun  of  Rome  gootli  hir  weye. 

To  Rome  is  come  this  holy  creature,  (^1051) 
And  fyndeth  thcr  hir  frendes  hole  and 

sonnde :  1150 

Now  is  She  scaped  al  hir  aventuro  ; 
And  whan  that  slic  hirlader  hath  y-founde, 
Doun  on  hir  knei-s  falleth  she  to  groundc  ; 
Weping  for  tendrenesse  in  herte  Ijlythe, 
She  herieth  god  an   hundred   thousand 

sythe.  115s 

In  vertu  and  in  holy  almes-dedc  (1058) 
Theyliven  alle,  and  never  a-sonderwende  ; 
Til  deeth  departed  hem,  this  lyf  they  lede. 
Andfareth  nowweel,  my  tale  is  at  an  ende. 
Xow  Jesu  Crist,  that  of  his  might  may 

sende  1160 

Jo>>e  after  wo,  goveme  us  iu  his  gi-ace, 
And  kcpe  us  alle  that  ben  in  this  place  ! 

Amen. 


Here  endeth  the  Tale  of  the  Man  of  Lawe ;  and  next  folweth  the 

Shipmannes  Prolog. 

*,*  For  1.  5583  in  Tyrwhitfs  Text,  see  Group  D,  1.  1. 
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THE    SHIPMAN'S    PROLOGUE. 

Here  biginneth  the  Shipmannes  Prolog. 
*«*  Jn  Tyrwhitt's  text,  II.  11903-1 -'024. 


Our     lioste     \ip-on    his     stiropes     stood 
anon. 

And  seyde,  '  good  men,  herkneth  everich 
on; 

This  was  a  thrifty  tale  for  the  nones  !  1165 

Sir  parish  prest,'   quod  he,   'for  goddes 
Ixines, 

Tel  ixs  a  talc,  as  -was  thy  forward  yore. 

I  see  wol  that  ye  lerned  men  in  lore 

Can  moche  good,  by  goddos  dignitee  ! ' 
The Persone him answerde, '  hen' cite !  1 1 70 

What    eyleth   the    man,    so    sinfully   to 
swere?' 
Our  hoste  answerde,  '  O  Jankin,  be  ye 
there?  (10) 

I  smelle  a  loUer  in  the  wind,'  quod  he. 

'How!  good  men,'  quod  our  hoste,  'herk- 
neth me ; 


Abydeth,  for  goddes  dignc  passioun,    11 75 
For  we  shal  lian  a  predicacioun  ; 
This  loller  heer  -wil  predion  us  som-what.' 
'  Nay,  by  my  fader  soule  !  tliat  shal  Vie 

nat,'  ' 
Seyde  the  Shipman  ;  '  hecr  he  shal  nat 

preche, 
He  shal  no  gospel  glosen  heer  ne  tcche.  t  i  80 
■\^'e  le^•e  alle  in  the  grete  god,'  quod  he, 
'  He  wolde  sowen  som  difficultee,  (20) 

Or  springen  cokkel  in  our  clene  corn  ; 
And  therfor,  hoste,  I  warne  thee  biforu, 
My  joly  bod  J-  shal  a  tale  telle,  11S5 

And  I  shal  clinken  yow  so  mery  a  belle. 
That  I  shal  waken  al  this  companye  ; 
But  it  shal  nat  ben  of  philosophye, 
Ne  -[physices,  ne  termes  queinte  of  la  we  ; 
Ther  is  but  litel  Latin  in  my  mawe.'  1190 


Here  endeth  the  Shipman  his  Prolog. 


THE    SHIPMANNES    TALE. 


Here  biginneth  the  Shipmannes  Tale. 


A  Marchakt   whylom    dwelled   at   Seint 

Denys, 
That  riche  was,  for  which  men  helde  him 

wys ; 
A  wyf  he  haddc  of  excellent  beautee. 
Anil  fompaignable  and  rovelous  was  she, 
\Vhi;li    is   a    thing    that    causeth   more 

dispence  119S 

Thau  worth  is  al  the  chere  and  reverence 
That  men   hem  doon   at   festes    and   at 

daunces ; 
Swiche  salutaciouns  and  contenaunces 
Passen  as  dooth  a  shadwe  xip-on  the  wal. 


But  wo  is  him  that  payen  moot  for  al ;  1200 
The  sely  housbond,  algate  he  mot  paye  ; 
He    moot    us   clothe,    and   he    moot    i\8 


Al  fur  his  owene  worship  richely, 
lu  which  array  we  daunce  jolily.         1204 
And  if  that  he  noght  may,  par-aventure. 
Or  elles,  list  no  swich  dispence  endure. 
But  thiuketh  it  is  wasted  and  y-lost, 
Than  moot  another  payen  for  our  cost. 
Or  lene  us  gold,  and  that  is  perilous. 
This  noble  Marchant  heeld  a  worthy 
hous,  (20)  1 2 10 
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jfor  wliicli  he  haJde  alday  so  greet  repair 
For  his  largesse,  and  for  his  wyfwas  fair, 
Tliat  wonder  is  ;  but  herkneth  to  my  tale. 
Amonges  alle  his  gestes,  grete  and  smale, 
Ther  was  a  monk,  a  fair  man  an<l  a  Ixdd, 
I  trowe  of  thritty  winter  he  was  oM,  jji6 
That  ever  in  oon  was  drawing  t<^>that  place. 
This  yonge  monk,  that  was  so  fair  of  lace, 
Aqneinted  was  so  with  the  gode  man, 
Sith  that  hir  lirstc  knowcliche  bigan,  12J0 
That  in  his  hons  as  famnlier  was  he  (31) 
As  it  possible  is  any  freend  to  be. 

And  for  as  muchel  as  this  godo  man 
And  eek  this  monk,  of  which  that  I  bigan. 
Were  bothe  two  y-bom  in  o  village,     i.'J5 
The  monk  him  claimeth  as  for  cosinage  ; 
And  ho  again,  he  seith  nat  ones  nay. 
But  was  as  glad  ther-of  as  fowel  of  day  ; 
For  to  his  herte  it  was  a  greet  plesaunce. 
Thus  been  they  knit  with  eterne  alliaunce, 
And  ech  of  hem  gan  other  for  t'assnre  1231 
Of  l)retherhede,   whyl  that  hir  lyf  may 
dure.  (42) 

Free  was  da\m    .Tohn,  and  namely  of 
dispence. 
As  in  that  hous  ;  and  f«l  of  diligence  1234 
To  doon  plesaunce,  and  also  greet  costage. 
He  noght  forgat  to  yeve  the  leeste  page 
In  al  that  hous  ;  but,  after  hir  degree. 
He  yaf  the  lord,  and  sitthe  al  his  mejmee, 
When  that  he  cam,  som  maner  honest 
thing ;  1239 

For  which  they  were  as  glad  of  his  coming 
As  fowel  is  faj-n,  whan  that   the  Sonne 
up-Tyseth.  (51) 

Na  more  of  this  as  now,  for  it  suffyseth. 
But  so  bifel,  this  marchant  on  a  day 
Shoop  him  to  make  reily  his  array 
Toward  the  toun  of  Brugges  for  to  fare,  1 245 
To  bygn  ther  a  porciouu  of  ware  ; 
For  which  he  hath  to  Paris  sent  anon 
A  messager,  and  preyed  hath  daun  John 
That  he  sholde  come  to  Seint  Denys  to 
pleye  1249 

With  him  and  with  his  wj^'a  day  or  twej'e, 
Er  he  to  Brugges  wentc,  in  alle  wyse.  (61) 
This  noble  monk,  of  which  I  yow  devyse, 
Hath  of  his  abbot,  as  him  list,  licence, 
By-cause  he  was  a  man  of  heigh  prudence, 
And  eek  an  officer,  out  for  to  ryde,  1255 
To  seen  hir  graunges  and  hir  bernes  vryde ; 


And  un-to  Seint  Denys  he  comth  anon. 
AVTio  was  so  welcome  as  my  lord  dauil 

John, 
Our  dere  cosin,  ful  of  curteisyc  ?  1259 

With  him  broghtehe  a  jubbe  of  Malvesye, 
And  eek  another,  ful  of  fyn  Vernage,  (-1) 
And  volatyl,  as  ay  was  his  usage. 
And  thus  I  lete  hem  ete  and  drinko  and 

pleye. 
This  march.ant  and  this  monk,  a  day  or 
tweye. 
The   thridde   day,   this   marchaut    up 
aryseth,  1265 

And  on  his  nedes  sadly  him  avj'seth. 
And  up  in-to  his  countour-hous  goth  he 
To  rekene  with  him-self,  as  wel  may  be. 
Of  thilke  yeer,  how  that  it  with  him  stood, 
And  how  that  he  despended  hadde  his 
good  ;  1270 

And  if  that  he  encressed  were  or  noon.  ■  81) 
His  bokes  and  his  bagges  many  oon 
He  leith  biforn  him  on  his  count  ing-burd  ; 
Ful  riche  was  his  tresor  and  his  hord. 
For  which  ful  faste  his  countour-dore  ho 
shette ;  .         1275 

And  eek  he  nolde  that  no  man  sholde  him 

lette 
Of  his  accountes,  for  the  mene  tyme  ; 
And  thus  he  sit  til  it  was  passed  prj-me. 

Daun  John  was  risen  in  the  morwe  also, 
And  in  the  gardin  walketh  to  and  fro,  1280 
And  hath  his  thinges  seyd  ful  curteisly. 

This  gode  wyf  cam  walking  prively  192) 
In-to  the  gardin,  ther  he  walketh  softe, 
And  him  saleweth,  as  she  hath  don  ofte. 
A  mayde  child  cam  in  hir  companye,  1285 
Which  as  hir  list  she  maygovemeand  gj-e, 
For  yet  under  the  yerde  was  the  maj-de. 
'  O  dere  cosin  myn,  daun  John,'  she  saj-de, 
'  What  eyleth  yow  so  rathe  for  to  jyse  ?  ' 
'  Nece,'  quod  he,  '  it  oghte  y-nough  suffyse 
Fy\'e  houres  fortoslepeup-onanight.  ■  lui; 
But  it  were  for  an  old  appalled  wiglit. 
As  been  thise  wedded  men,  that  lye  and 

dare 
As  in  a  forme  sit  a  wery  hare, 
Were  al  for-straught  with  houndes  grete 
and  smale.  1295 

But  dere  nece,  why  be  ye  so  pale  ? 
I  trowe  certes  that  our  gode  man  107) 

Hath  yow  laboured  sith  the  night  bigan, 
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That  j-o\v were uede to resten hastily?  '  1299 
And  with  that  word  he  lough  ful  merily, 
And  of  his  owene  thought  he  wexal  reed. 
This  faire  wyf  gan  for  to  shake  hir  heed, 
And  seyde  thus,  '  ye,  god  wot  al,'  quod  she  ; 
'  Xay,  cosin  mjn,  it  slant  uat  so  with  me. 
For,  by  that  god  that  yaf  me  soule  and  lyf. 
In  al  the  reme  of  France  is  ther  no  wj-f  1 306 
That  lasse  lust  hath  to  that  sory  pley. 
For  I  may  singe  "  alias  "  and  "  weylawey, 
That  I  was  horn,"  but  to  no  wight,' quod  she, 
'  Dar  I  nat  telle  how  that  it  stant  with  me. 
"W'herfore  I  thinke  out   of  this   land  to 

wende,  (i-Ji)  13" 

Or  elles  of  my-self  to  make  an  ende, 
So  ful  am  I  of  drede  and  eek  of  care. ' 

This  monk  bigan  up-on  this  wyf  to  stare, 
And  seyde,  '  alias,  my  nece,  god  forbede 
That  j-e,  for  any  sorwe  or  any  drede,  1316 
Fordo  j'our-self;  buttelleth  meyour  grief ; 
Para  venture  I  may,  in  your  meschief, 
Conseille  or  helpe,  andtherfore  telleth  me 
Al  your  anoy,  for  it  slial  been  secree  ;  13  jo 
For  on  my  jiorthors  here  I  make  an  ooth. 
That  never  in  my  lyf,  forlief  nelooth,  (132) 
Ne  shal  I  of  no  conseil  yow  biwreye.' 
'  The  same  agajTi  to  yow,'   quod  she, 

'  I  seye  ;  1324 

By  god  and  by  this  porthors,  I  yow  swere. 
Though  men  me  wohle  al  in-to  peces  tere, 
Ne  shal  I  never,  for  to  goon  to  helle, 
Biwreye  a  word  of  thing  that  ye  me  telle, 
Nat  for  no  cosinage  ne  alliance. 
But  verrailj',  for  love  and  affiance.'  1330 
Thxis  been  they  sworn,  and  heer-upon  they 

kiste,  (14') 

And  ech  of  hem  tolde  other  what  hem  liste. 

'Cosin,'   quod    she,  'if  that   I   hadde 

a  space, 
As  I  have  noon,  and  namely  in  this  place, 
Than  wolde  I  telle  a  legende  of  my  lyf,  1335 
"\^^lat  I  have  sufifred  sith  I  was  a  wyf 
With  mynhousbonde,  al  beheyourcosyn. ' 
'  Xay,'  quod  this  monk,  '  by  god  aud  seint 

Martyn, 
He  is  na  more  cosin  uu-to  n\e  1339 

Than  is  this  leef  that  hangeth  on  the  tree  ! 
I  clepe  him  so,  by  Seint  Denys  of  Fraunce, 
To  have  the  more  cause  of  aqueintaunce 
Of  yow,  which  I  have  loved  specially  (153) 
Aboven  alle  wommen  silterly ; 


This  swere  I  yow  on  my  professioun.  1345 

Telleth  your  grief,  lest  that  he  come  adoun, 

And  hastetli  yow,  and  gooth  your  wey 

anon.' 

'  My  dere  love,"  quod  she,  '  o  my  daun 

John,  (158) 

Ful  lief  were  me  this  conseil  for  to  hyde, 
But  out  it  moot,  I  may  namoreabyde.  1350 
Myn  housbond  is  to  me  the  worste  man 
That  ever  was,  sith  that  the  world  bigan.  jc 
But  sith  I  am  a  wj'f,  it  sit  nat  me 
To  tellen  no  wight  of  our  privet«e,       135^ 
Neither  a-bedde,  ne  in  non  other  place  : 
God  shilde  I  sholdo  it  tellen,  for  his  grace  \\ 
A  wyf  ne  shal  nat  seyn  of  hir  housbonde 
But  al  honour,  as  I  can  understonde  ; 
Save   un-to   yow  thus    muche    I    tellen] 

shal ; 

As  help  me  god,  he  isnoght  worth  at  al  1360I 
In  no  degree  the  value  of  a  flye.  (171) 

But  yet  me  greveth  most  his  nigardye  ; 
And  wel  ye  woot  that  wommen  naturelly 
Desyren  thingcs  sixe,  as  wel  as  I.  1364 
They  wolde  that  hir  housbondes  sholde  lie 
Hardy,  and  wyse,  and  richc,  and  ther-to 

free. 
And  buxom  to  his  wyf,  and  fresh  a-bedde. 
But,  by  that  ilke  lord  that  for  \is  bledde, 
For  his  honour,  my-seljf  for  to  arraye, 
A  Sonday  next,  I  moste  nedes  paye     1370 
An  hundred  frankes,  or  elles  am  I  lorn. 
Yet  were  me  lever  that  I  were  unborn  {i8j) 
Than  me  were  doon  a  sclaundre  or  vil- 

einye  ; 
And  if  mj-n  housbond  eek  it  might«  espye, 
I  nere  but  lost,  and  therfore  I  yow  preye 
Lene   me   this  somme,   or  elles  moot  I 

deye.  i37^> 

Daun  John,  I  seye,  lene  me  tliise  hundred 

frankes  ; 
Pardee,  I  wol  nat  faille  .vow  my  thaukes. 
If  that  yow  list  to  do<:)n  that  I  yow  praye. 
For  at  a  certein  day  I  wol  yow  paye,    1380 
And   doon  to  yow    what    plesance  and 

servyce  («90 

That  I  may  doon,  right  as  yow  list  devj'se. 

And  but  I  do.  god  take  on  me  vengeance 

As  foul  as  ever  had  Geniloun  of  France  ! ' 

This  gentil    monk    answerde    in    this 

inanere ;  1385 

'  Now,  trewely,  myn  owene  lady  dere, 
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I  havo."  quod  lie,  '  on  yow  so  grcft  ii  routlio, 
That  I  yow  swer«  ami  plighte  yow  my 

troiithe, 
That  whan  your  housbond  is  to  Flaumlres 

fare, 
I  wol  delivere  yow  out  of  this  care  ;     i,wo 
For  I  wol  bringe  yow  an  hundred  frankes.' 
And  with  that  word  he  cangiite  hit  by  tlio 
flankes,  {m2) 

And  hir  embracetli  liardc,  and  kiste  hir 

ofte. 
'  Goth  now  your  wey,'  quod  he,  '  al  stille 

and  softe. 
And  hit  us  dyne  as  sone  as  tliat  ye  may ; 
For  by  my  chilindi-e  it  isprymeof  day.  1396 
Goth  now,  and  beeth  as  trewe  as  I  shal  be.' 
'  Now,  elles  god  forbede,  sire,'  quod  she, 
And  forth  she  gooth,  as  jolif  as  a  pyf. 
And  bad  the  cokes  that  they  shoUie  hem 
hye,  1400 

So  that  men  mighte  dyne,  and  that  anon. 
Up  tohirhousbondeisthiswj^^y-gon,  (2121 
Anil  knokketh  at  his  countour  bohlel\-. 
'  Qui  la  ?  '  quod  he.     '  Peter  !  it  am  1,' 
Quod  she,  '  what,  sire,  how  longe  wol  ye 
faste?  1405 

How  longe  tyme  wol  ye  rekene  and  caste 
Your  sommes,  and  j-our  bokes,  and  yiiur 

thinges? 
The  devel  have  jwirt  of  alle  swiche  reken- 

inges  ! 
Ye  have  y-nough,  pardee,  of  goddes  sonde ; 
Com  doun    to-daj-,  and   lat  your  bagges 
stonde.  1410 

Ne  be  ye  nat  ashamed  that  daun  John  (221) 
Shal  fasting  al  this  day  elenge  goon  ? 
What  !  lat  us  here  a  messe,   and  go  we 
dyue. ' 
'  Wyf,'  quod  this  man,  '  litel  caustow 
devyne 
The  curious  bisinesse  that  we  have.     1415 
For  of  us  chapmen,  al-so  god  me  save. 
And  by  that  lord    that  cleped  is  Seint 

Yve, 
Scarsly  amonges  twelve  ten  shul  thryve, 
Continuelly,  lastinge  un-to  our  age.     1410 
Wo  maj-  wel  make  chere  and  good  visage, 
And  dry^-e  forth  the  world  as  it  may  be, 
And  kepen  our  estaat  in  privetee,        (232) 
Til  we  be  deed,  or  elles  that  we  pleye 
A  pilgrimage,  or  goon  out  of  the  weye. 


And  therfor  have  I  grc-ot  uecessitee     1423 
Up-on  tliis  qneinte  world  t'avj-se  me  ; 
Ff>r  evermore  we  mot*;  stonde  in  drede 
Of  hap  and  fortune  in  our  chapmanhede. 
To  Flaundres  wol  I  go  to-morwe  at  day, 
And  come  agaj-n,  as  sone  as  ever  I  may. 
For  which,  my  dere  wyf,  I  thee  biseke.  (241) 
As  be  to  every  wight  buxont  and  meke, 
And  for  to  kepe  our  good  bo  curious, 
And  honestly  goveine  wel  our  hous.  1434 
Thoxi  hast  y-nough,  in  every  maner  wj'se, 
That  to  a  thrifty  houshold  may  suifyse. 
Thee  lakketli  noon  arraj-  ne  no  vitaille, 
Of  silver  in  thy  purs  shaltow  nat  faille.' 
And  with  that  word  his  countour-dore  he 

shette. 
And  doun  he  gooth,  no  lenger  wolde  he 
lotto,  1440 

But  hastily  a  messe  was  ther  seyd,      (251) 
And  spedily  the  tables  were  y-leyd, 
And  to  the  diner  faste  they  hem  spedde  ;• 
And  richely  this  monk  the  chapman  fedde. 
At-after  diner  daun  .John  sobrely    1445 
This  chapman  took  a-part,  and  prively 
He  seyde  him  thus,  '  cosyn,  it  standeth  so, 
That  wel  I  see  to  Brugges  wol  ye  go. 
God  and  seint  Aiistin  spede  yow  and  gyde ! 
[  prey  yow,  cosin.  wyslj-  that  ye  ryde  ;  1450 
Govemeth  yow  also  of  your  diete        (261) 
Atemprely,  and  nsmely  in  tliis  hete. 
Bitwix  us  two  nedeth  no  strange  fare  ; 
Fare-wel,    cosj-n  ;    god    shilde    yow    fro 

care. 
If  any  thing  ther  be  by  day  or  night,  1455 
If  it  lye  in  my  power  and  my  might, 
Thiit  ye  me  wol  comande  in  any  wj'se. 
It  shal  be  doon.  right  as  ye  wol  devyse. 
O  thing,  er  that  ye  goon,  if  it  may  be, 
I  wolde  prey  yow  ;  for  to  lene  me        1460 
An  hundred  frankes,  for  a  wyke  or  tweye, 
For  certein  beestes  that  I  moste  beye,  (272) 
To  store  with  a  place  that  is  oiires. 
God  help  me  so,  I  wtdde  it  were  youres  ! 
I  shal  nat  faille  surely  of  my  day,        1465 
Nat  for  a  thousand  frankes,  a  myle-way.  • 
But  lat  this  thing  be  secree,  I  yow  preye, 
For  yet  to-night  thise  beestes  moot  I  beye  ; 
And    fare-now    wel,   myn    oweue    cosiu 

dere, 
Graunt  mercy  of  your  cost  and  of  your 
chere.'  (280)  1470 
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This  noble  niarchant  gentilly  anon 
Answerde,  and  seyde,  '  o  cosin  myn,  daun 

John, 
Now  sikerly  this  is  a  smal  requeste  ; 
My  gold  is  yonres,  whan  that  it  yow  leste. 
And  nat  only  my  gold,  bnt  my  chaffare  ; 
Take  -what  yow  list,  god  shilde  that  ye 

spare.  1476 

But  o  thing  is,  ye  knowe  it  wel  y-nogh. 
Of  chapmen,  that  hir  nioneye  is  hir  plogh. 
We  may  creauncc  whyl  we  have  a  name. 
But  goldlees  for  to  be,  it  is  no  g^me.  1480 
Paye  it  agayn  whan  it  lyth  in  j'our  ese  ; 
After  my  might  ful  fayu   wolde  I  yow 

plese.'  (292) 

Thise  hundred  frankes  he  fette  forth 

anon, 
And  prively  he  took  hem  to  daun  John. 
No  wight  in  al  this  world  wiste  of  this 

lone,  1485 

Savings  this  marchant  and  daun  John 

allone. 
They  drinke,  and  speke,  and  rome  a  whyle 

and  pleye, 
Til  that  daun  John  rydeth  to  his  ahheye. 
The  morwe  cam,  and  forth  this  mar- 
chant  rj'deth 
To  Flaundres-ward  ;  his  prentis  wel  him 

g>-deth,  1490 

Til  he  cam  in-to  Brugges  merily.  ('301) 
Now  gooth  this  marchant  faste  and  bisily 
Aboute  his  nede,  and  byeth  and  creaun- 

ceth. 
He  neither  pleyeth  at  the  dees  ne  daun- 

ceth ; 
But  a  s  a  marchant,  shortly  for  to  telle,  1 495 
He  let  his  l5ff,  and  there  I  lete  him  dwelle. 
The  Sonday  next  this  Marcliant  was 

agon. 
To  Seint  Denys  y-comen  is  daun  John, 
With  crowne  and  herd  all  fresh  and  newe 

y-shave. 
Inalthehousthernassolitel  a  knave,  1500 
Ne  no  wight  elles,  that  he  nas  ful  fayn,  (^11) 
For  that  my  lord  daun  John  was  come 

agajm. 
And  shortly  to  the  point  right  for  to  gon, 
This  faire  wyf  accorded  with  daun  John, 
That  for  thise  hiindred  frankes  he  sholde 

al  night  1505 

Have  hix  in  his  annes  bolt-upright ; 


And  this  acord  parfoumed  was  in  dede. 
In  mirthe  al  night  a  bisy  lyf  they  lede 
Til  it  was  day,  that  daun  John  wente  his 

way, 
And  bad  the  meynee  '  fare-wel,  have  good 

day!'  (320)1510 

For  noon  of  hem,  ne  no  wight  in  the  toun, 
Hath  of  daun  John  right  no  suspecioun. 
And  forth  he  rydeth  hoom  to  his  abbeye, 
Or  where  him  list ;  uamore  of  him  I  seye. 
This  marchant,  whan  that  ended  was 

the  faire,  1515 

To  Seint  Denys  he  gan  for  to  repaire, 
And  with  his  wyf  he  maketh  feste  and 

chere, 
And  telleth  hir  that  chaffare  is  so  dere, 
That  nedes  moste  he  make  a  chevisatince. 
For  he  was  bounde  in  a  reconissaunce  1520 
To  paye  twenty  thousand  sheeld  anon.  (331) 
For  which  this  marchant  is  to  Pai'is  gon, 
To  borwe  of  certein  frendes  that  he  hadde 
A  certein  frankes  ;  and  somme  with  him 

he  ladde. 
And  whan  that  he  was  come  in-to  the  toun, 
For  greet  chertee  and  greet  affeccioun,  1526 
Un-to  daun  John  he  gooth  him  first,  to 

pleye ; 
Nat  for  to  axe  or  borwe  of  him  moneye, 
But  for  to  wite  and  seen  of  his  welfare. 
And  for  to  tellen  him  of  his  chaffare.  1530 
As  froendes  doon   whan   they   ben   met 

y-fere.  1341) 

Daun  John  him  maketh  feste  and  niery 

chere  ; 
And  he  him  tolde  agayn  ful  specially, 
How  he  hadde  wel  y-boght  and  graciously, 
Thanked  be  god,  al  hool  his  marehandyse. 
Save  that  he  moste,  in  allemanerwyse,  1536 
Maken  a  chevisaunce,  as  for  his  beste, 
And  thanne  he  sholde  been  in  joye  and 

reste. 

Daun  John  answerde,  '  certes,  I  am  fayn 

That  ye  in  hele  arcomen  hoom  agayn.  1540 

And  if  that  I  were  riche,  as  have  I  blisse. 

Of  twenty  thousand  sheeld  shold  ■  ye  nat 

misse,  1352) 

For  ye  so  kindely  this  other  day 
Lente  me  gold  ;  and  as  I  can  and  may, 
I  thanke  yow,  by  god  and  by  seint  Jarae ! 
But  nathelees  I  took  un-to  our  dame,  1546 
Your  wyf  at  hoom,  the  same  gold  ageyn 
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Upou yovu- bench ;  she woot  it  wel,  certeyn. 
By  certein  tokenes  that  I  can  hir  telle. 
Now,  byyourleve,  I  may  no  lenger  dwelle. 
Our  abbot  wol  out  of  this  toun  anon  ;  (361  j 
And  in  his  companye  moot  I  gon.  155J 
Grete  wel  our   dame,  myn   owene   nece 

swete, 
•And  fare-wel,  dere  cosin,  til  we  mete  ! ' 
This  Marchant,  which  thiit  was  ful  war 

and  wj's,  1555 

Creaunced  hath,  and  payd  eek  in  Parys, 
To  certeyn  Lumbardes,  redy  in  hir  houd. 
The  somme  of  gold,  and  gat  of  hem  his 

bond  ; 
And  hoom  he  gooth,  mery  as  a  papejay. 
For  wel  he  knew  he  stood  in  swich  array, 
That    nedes    moste    he  winne    in    that 

viage  (37O 

A  thousand  frankes  above  al  his  costage. 
His  wyf  ful  redy  mette  him  atte  gate. 
As  she  was  wont  of  old  usage  algate,  1564 
And  al  that  night  in  mirthe  they  bisette  ; 
For  he  was  riche  and  cleerly  out  of  dette. 
Whan  it  was   day,   this  marchant   gan 

embrace 
His  wyf  al  newe,  and  kiste  hir  on  hir  face. 
And   up    he  gooth   and   maketh   it    ful 

tough. 
'  Namore,'  quod  she,  •  by  god,  ye  have 

y-nough  ! '  1570 

And   wantounly    agayn    with    him    she 

pleyde ;  (381) 

Til,  atte  laste,  that  this  Marchant  seyde, 
*  By  god,'  quod  he,  '  I  am  a  lit  el  wrooth 
With   yow,  my  wyf,  al-thogh  it   be   me 

looth. 
And  woot  ye   why?    by  go<l,   as  that  I 

gesse,  1575 

That  ye  han  maad  a  maner  straungenesse 
Bitwixen  me  and  my  cosyn  daun  Jolin. 
Ye  sholde  han  warned  me,  er  I  had  gon, 
That  he  yow  hadde  an  hundred  frankes 

payed  > 
By   redy   tokene ;    and   heeld   him   yvel 

apayed,  1580 

For  that  I  to  him  spak  of  chevisaunce. 
Me  semed  so,  as  by  his  contenaunce.  (392) 
But  nathelees,  by  god  our  hevene  king, 
I  thoghte  nat  to  axe  of  him  no-thing. 


I  prey  thee,  wyf,  ne  do  namore  so  ;      1585 
Tel  me  alwey,  er  that  I  fro  thee  go, 
If  any  dettour  hath  in  myn  absence 
Y-paycd  thee ;  lest,  thurgh  thy  necligence, 
I  mighte  him  axe  a  thing  that  he  hath 

payed.'  (399)  1589 

This  wyf  was  nat  afered  nor  affray ed, 
But  boldely  she  seyde,  and  that  anon  : 
'  Marie,  I  defye  the  false  monk,  daun  John ! 
I  kepe  nat  of  hise  tokenes  never  a  deel ; 
He  took  me  certein  gold,  that  woot  I  weel ! 
What !  yrel  thedomonhis  monkessnoute ! 
For,  god  it  woot,  I  wende,  withotiten  doute, 
That  he  had  yeve  it  me  bycause  of  yow. 
To  doon  ther-with  mjTi  honour  and  my 

prow. 
For  cosinage,  and  eek  for  bele  chei-e 
That  he  hath  had  ful  oftetymes  here.  1600 
But  sith  I  see  I  stonde  in  this  disjoint,  '411) 
I  wol  answere  yow  shortly,  to  the  point. 
Ye  han  mo  slakker  dettours  than  am  I ! 
For  I  wol  paye  yow  wel  and  redily 
Fro  day  to  day ;  and,  if  so  be  I  faille,  1605 
I  am  your  wyf ;  score  it  up-on  my  taille, 
And  I  shal  paye,  as  sone  as  ever  I  may. 
For,  by  my  troutho,  I  liave  on  myn  array, 
And  nat  on  wast,  bistowed  every  deeL 
And  for  I  have  bistowed  it  so  weel      1610 
For  your  honour,  for  goddes  sake,  I  seye, 
As  be  nat  wrooth,  but  lat  us  laughe  and 

pleye.  (4-22) 

Ye  shal  my  joly  body  have  to  wedde  ; 
By  god,  I  wol  nat  paye  yow  but  a-bedde. 
Forgive  it  me,  myn  owene  spouse  dere  ; 
Turne    hiderward    and     maketh     bettre 

chere.'  1616 

This    niai-chant    saugh    tlier    was    no 

remedye, 
And,  for  to  chyde,  it  nerc  but  greet  folye, 
Sith  that  the  thing  may  nat  amended  be. 
'  Now,  wyf,'  he  seyde,   '  and  I  foryeve  it 

thee ;  1620 

But,  by  thy  lyf,  ne  be  namore  so  large  ; 
Keep  bet  our  good,  this  yeve  I  thee   in 

charge.'  (432) 

Thus  endeth  now  my   tale,    and  god  ns 

sende 
Taling   y-nough,  un-to   our  Ij-v-es   ende. 

Amen. 


Here  endeth  the  Shipmannes  Tale. 
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THE    PRIORESS'S    PROLOGUE. 

Bihold  the  mery  worde3  of  the  Host  to  the  Shipman  and  to  the 

lady  Prioresse. 


'  Wel  seyd,  by  corpus  domintis,'  quod  our 

hoste,  1625 

'  Now  longe  moot  thou  sayle  by  the  coste, 
Sir  gentil  maister,  gentil  marineer  ! 
God  yeve  this  monk  a  thousand  last  quad 

yeer ! 
A  ha !   felawes !   beth  ware  of  swiche  a 

jape  ! 
The  monk  putte  in  the  mannes  hood  an 

ape,  1 630 

And  in  his  wyves  eek,  by  seint  Austin  ! 
Draweth  no  monkes  more  un-to  your  in. 
But  now  passe  over,  and  lat  us  seke 

aboute, 


"V\Tio    shal 

route, 
Another  tale ; ' 

savde. 


now  telle    first,   o^  al  this 

(10) 

and  with  that  word  he 

1635 


As  curteisly  as  it  had  been  a  mayde, 
'  My  lady  Prioresse,  by  your  leve, 
So  that  I  wiste  I  sliolde  yow  nat  greve, 
I  wolde  demen  that  ye  tellen  sholde 
A  tale  next,  if  so  were  that  ye  wolde.  1640 
Now  wol  ye  vouche-sauf,  my  lady  dere  ? ' 
'  Gladly,'   quod   she,   and  seyde  as  ye 
shal  here.  (18) 

Ex2)Ucit. 


THE    PRIORESSES   TALE. 


The  Prologe  of  the  Prioresses  Tale. 


Domine,  dominua  noster. 

0  Lord  our  lord,   thy  name  how  mer- 

veillous 
la  in   this  large   worlde  y-sprad — quod 

she  : — • 
For  noght  only  thy  laude  precious      1645 
Parfourned  is  by  men  of  dignitee. 
But  by  the  mouth  of  children  thy  bountee 
Parfourned  is,  for  on  the  brest  soukinge 
Som  tyme  shewen  they  thyn  heryinge. 

W'herfor  in  laude,  as  I  best  can  or  may. 
Of  thee,  and  of  the  whyto  lily  flour     1651 
Which  that  thee  bar,  and   is  a  mayde 
alway,  (u>) 


To  telle  a  storie  I  wol  do  my  labour  ; 
Not  that  I  may  encresen  hir  honour  ; 
For  she  hir-seif  is  honour,  and  the  rote 
Of  bountee,   next  hir   sone,   and  soules 
bote. —  1656 

O  moder  mayde !  o  mayde  moder  free  ! 
O  bush   unbrent,   brenninge   in   Moj-ses 

sighte. 
That  ravisedest  doun  fro  the  deitee, 
Thurgh  thyn  humblesse,  the  goost  that  iu 

th'alighte,  j66o 

Of   whos   vertu,    whan    he    thyn    herta 

lighte, 
Conceived  was  the  fadres  sapience,       (20) 
Help  me  to  telle  it  in  thy  reverence  ! 


T.  13404-13480.]  B.     C6e  (prioreeeee  Cafe. 


499 


I^ndy  !  thy  bonntee,  tby  magnificence, 
Thy  vertu,  and  thy  grete  hximilitee  1665 
Ther  may  no  tonge  expresse  in  no  science ; 
For  som-tj'nie,  lady,  er  men  praye  to  thee, 
Thou  goost  biforn  of  thy  benignitee. 
And  getest  us  the  light,  thurgh  thy  preyere. 
To  gydcn  us  un-to  thy  sone  so  dere.     1670 

My  conning  is  so  wayk,  o  blisful  quene, 
For  to  declare  thy  grcte  worthinesse,   (j(o) 
That  I  ne  may  the  weighte  nat  sustene. 
But   as  a  child  of  twelf  monthe  old,  or 
lesse,  i6;4 

That  can  unnethes  any  word  expresse, 
Eight  so  fare  I,  and  thorfor  I  yow  preye, 
Gjdeth  my  song  that  I  shal  of  yow  seye. 

Explicit, 

Here  biginneth  the  Prioresses-  Tale. 

Ther  was  in  Asie,  in  a  greet  citee, 
Amonges  Cristen  folk,  a  Jewerye, 
Sustened  by  a  lord  of  that  contree       1680 
For  foule  iisure  and  lucre  of  vilanye. 
Hateful  to  Crist  and  to  his  companye  ; 
And  thurgh  the  strete  men  mighte  ryde 
or  wende,  (41) 

For  it  was  free,  and  open  at  either  ende. 

A  litel  scole  of  Cristen  folk  ther  stood 
I>ouu  at  the  ferther  ende,  in  which  ther 

■were  1686 

Children   an   heap,   y-comen   of   Cristen 

blood, 
That  lerned  in  that  scole  yeer  by  yere 
vSwich  maner  doctrine  as  men  used  there. 
This  is  to  seyn,  to  singeu  and  to  rede,  idgo 
As  smale  children  doon  in  hir  childhede. 

Among  thisc  children  was  a  widwes  sone, 
A  litel  clergeon,  seven  yeer  of  age,         (51) 
That  day  by  day  to  scole  was  his  wone. 
And  eek  also,  wher-as  he  saugh  th'image 
Of  Cristes  moder,  hadde  he  in  usage. 
As  him  was  taught,  to  knele  adoun  and 

seye 
His  Ave  Marie,  as  he  goth  by  the  weye. 

Thus  hath  this  widwe  hir  litel  sone  y- 

taught 
Our  blisful  lady,  Cristes  moder  dere,  1700 
To  worshipe  ay,  and  he  forgat  it  naught, 


For  sely  child  wol  alday  soue  lore  ;  (60) 
But  ay,  whan  I  remembre  on  this  matere, 
Seint  Nicholas  stant  ever  in  my  presence, 
For  he  so  yong  to  Crist  did  reverence.  1705 

This  litel  child,  his  litel  book  leminge, 
As  ho  sat  in  the  scole  at  his  prj-mer, 
He  Alma  redemploriii  herde  singe. 
As  children  lerned  hir  antiphoner  ; 
And,  as  he  dorste,  he  drough  him  ner  and 
ner,  ,710 

And  herkned  ay  the  wordes  and  the  note. 
Til  he  the  firste  vers  coude  al  by  rote.  (70) 

Noght  wiste  he  what  this  Latin  was  to 
seye, 

For  he  so  yong  and  tendre  was  of  age  ; 

But  on  a  day  his  felaw  gan  he  preye    1715 

T'expouuden  him  this  song  in  his  langage, 

Or  telle  him  why  this  song  was  in  usage  ; 

This  preyde  he  him  to  construe  and  de- 
clare 

Ful  ofte  tjTne  upon  his  knowes  bare. 

His  felaw,  which  that  elder  was  than  he, 
Answerde  him  thus  :  '  this  song,  I  have 

herd  seye. 
Was  maked  of  our  blisful  lady  free,      (80) 
Hir  to  salue,  and  eek  hir  for  to  preye 
To  been  our  help  and  socour  whan  we 

deye.  1724 

I  can  no  more  expounde  in  this  matere  ; 
I  lerne  song,  I  can  but  smal  grammere.' 

'  And  is  this  song  maked  in  reverence 
Of  Cristes  moder  ?  '  seydc  this  innocent ; 
'  Now  certes,  I  wol  do  my  diligence      1729 
To  conne  it  al,  er  Cristemasse  is  went ; 
Though  that  I  for  my  prjrmer  shal   bo 

shent, 
And  shal  be  beten  thrj-es  in  an  houre,  (90) 
!  I  wol  it  conne,  our  ladj-  for  to  honoure.' 

j   His  felaw  taughte  him  homward  prively, 
Fro  day  to  day,  til  he  coude  it  by  rote, 
And  than  he  song  it  wel  and  boldely 
Fro  word  to  word,  acording  with  the  note ; 
Twyes  a  day  it  passed  thurgh  his  throte, 
To   scolewa'rd    and    homward  whan  he 
wente ;  1739 

On  Cristes  moder  set  was  his  entente. 
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As  I  have  st^yd,  thni-jrh-out  the  Jowerye 
This  lit€l  child,  a3  lie  cam  to  ami  fro,  (loo) 
I'M!  mcrily  than  wolde  he  singe,  and  crye 
O  Alnui  redemptoris  ever-nio. 
The  swetnes  hath  his  herte  perced  so  1745 
Of  Cristes  moder,  that,  to  hir  to  preye, 
He  can  nat  stinte  of  singing  by  the  weye. 

Our  firste  to,  the  serpent  Sathanas, 
That  hath  in  Jewes  herte  his  waspes  nest, 
Up  swal,  and  seide,    'O  Hebraik  peple, 
alias !  1750 

Is  this  to  yow  a  thing  that  is  honest, 
That  swich  a  boy  shal  walken  as  him  lest 
In  your  despj't,  and  singe  of  swich  sen- 
tence, (ill) 
Which  is  agayn  your  lawes  reverence  ?  * 

Fro  thennes  forth  the  Jewes  han  con- 
spj-red  1755 

This  innocent  out  of  this  world  to  chace  ; 

An  homicyde  ther-to  han  they  hyred, 

That  in  an  aley  hadde  a  privee  place  ; 

And  as  the  child  gan  for-by  for  to  pace, 

This  cursed  Jew  him  hente  and  heeld 
him  faste,  1760 

And  kitte  his  throte,  and  in  a  pit  him 
caste. 

1 9eye  that  in  a  wardrobe  they  him  threwe 
Wher-as  these  Jcwes  purgen  hir  cntraille. 
O  Cursed  folk  of  Herodes  al  newe,  (122) 
What  may  your  yvel  entente  yow  availle  ? 
Mordre  wol  oiit,  certein,  it  wol  nat  faille. 
And  namely  ther  th'onour  of  god  shal 

sprede. 
The  blood  out  cryeth  on  your  cursed  dede. 

'  0  martir,  souded  to  virg^nitee,  1769 

Now  mnystou  siugen,  folwing  ever  in  oon 
The  whyte  lamb  celestial,'  quod  she, 
'  Of  which  the  grete  evangelist,  seint  John, 
In  Pathmos  wroot,  which  seith  that  they 

that  go<m  (131) 

Biforn  this  lamb,  and  singe  a  songal  newe, 
That   never,   fleshly,    wommen    they   ne 

knewe.'  1775 

This  povre  widwe  awaiteth  al  that  night 
Aft€r  hir  litcl  child,  but  he  cam  noght ; 
For  which,  as  sone  as  it  was  dayes  light, 


With  face  pale  of  drede  and  bisy  thoght, 
She  h.ith  at  seole  and  elles-wher  him  soght. 
Til  finally  she  gan  so  fer  espye  1781 

That  he  hist  seyn  was  in  the  Jewerj-e.  (140) 

With  modres  pitee  in  hir  brest  enclosed, 
She  gooth,  as  she  were  half  out  of  liir 

minde, 
To  every  place  wher  she  hath  supposed 
By  lyklihede  hir  litel  child  to  finde  ;  1786 
And  ever  on  Cristes  moder  meke  and 

kinde 
She  cryde,nnd  atte  lastethusshe  wroghte, 
Among  the  ciirsed  Jewes  she  him  soghte. 

She  frayneth  and  she  preyeth  pitously 
To  every  Jew  that  dwelte  in  thilko  place. 
To  telle  hir,  if  hir  child  went«  oght  for-by. 
They  seyde,  '  nay  ' ;  but  Jesu,  of  his  giacc, 
Yaf  in  hir  thought,  inwith  a  litel  space, 
That  in  that  place  after  hir  sone  she  cryde, 
Wher  he  was  casten  in  a  pit  bisyde.    1796 

O  grete  god,  that  parfoumest  thy  laude 
By  mouth  of  innocents,  lo  heer  thy  might ! 
This  gemme  of  chastitee,  this  emeraude, 
And  eek  of  martirdom  the  ruby  bright,     • 
Ther  he  with  throte  y-corven  lay  upright, 
Ho  '  Alma  redemptoris'  gan  to  singe   (lU)) 
So  loude,  that  al  the  place  gan  to  ringe. 

The  Cristen  folk,  that  thurgh  the  strete 
wente,  '804 

In  coomen,  for  to  wondre  up-on  this  thing, 
And  hastily  they  for  the  provost  sente  ; 
He  cam  anon  with-outen  tarying. 
And  herieth  Crist  that  is  of  heven  king. 
And  eek  his  moder,  honour  of  mankinde, 
And  after  that,  the  Jewes  leet  he  binde. 

This  child  with  pitous  lamentacioun  181 1 
Up-taken  was,  singing  his  song  alway ; 
And  with  honour  of  greet  processioun 
They  carien  him  un-to  the  nexte  abbaj'. 
His  moder  swowning  by  the  here  lay  ; 
Unnethe  might  the  peple  that  was  there 
This  newe  Rachel  bringe  fro  his  here. 

With  torment  and  with  shamful  deth 
echon  (176) 

This  provost  dooth  thise  Jewes  for  to 
sterv^e  1819 
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That  of  this  mordre  wiste,  .ind  that  anon  ; 
He  nolde  no  swich  cursednesse  observe, 
Yvel  shal  have,  tliat  yvel  wol  deserve. 
Therf'or  with   wilde   hore  he   dide    hem 
drawe,  (181) 

And  after  that  he  heng  hem  hy  the  lawe. 

Up-on  his  here  ay  Ij'th  this  innocent  1825 
Biforn  the  cliief  auter,  wliyl  masse  last*, 
And  after  that,  the  abbot  witli  his  covent 
Han  sped  hem  for  to  burien  liim  ful  faste  ; 
And    whan    they  holy  water    on    him 

caste, 
Yet  spak  this  child,  whan  spreynd  was 

hoi  J-  water,  1830 

And  song — '  0  Alma  redemptoria  mater  !' 

This  abljot,  which  that  was  an  holy  man 
As  monkes  been,  or  elles  oghten  be,   (191) 
Tliis  yonge  child  to  conjure  he  bigan, 
And  seyde,  '  o  dere  child,  I  halse  thee, 
In  vertu  of  the  holy  Trinitee,  1836 

Tel  me  what  is  thy  cause  for  to  singe, 
Sith  that  thy  throte  is  cut,  to  my  sem- 


inge 


9 ' 


'My  throte  is  cut  un-to  my  nekke-boon,' 
Sej'de  this  child, '  and,  as  by  wey  of  kinde, 
I  sholde  have  deyed,  j'e,  longe  tyme  agoon, 
But  Jesu  Crist,  as  ye  in  bokes  finde,  (zcxi) 
Wil  that  his  glorie  laste  and  be  in  minde  ; 
And,  for  the  worship  of  his  moder  dere, 
Yet  may  I  singe  "  O  Alma  "  loude  and 
clere.  1845 

This  welle  of  mercy,  Cristes  moder  swete, 
I  lovede  alwej',  as  after  my  conninge  ; 
And  whan  that  1  my  \yi  sholde  forlete, 
To  nie  she  cam,  and  bad  me  for  to  singe 
Tins  antem  verraily  in  my  deyinge,    1850 


As  ye  han  herd,  and,  whan  that  I  had 

songe, 
Me  tboughte,  she  leyde  a  g^eyn  up-on  my 

tonge.  (2'o) 

Wherfor  I  singe,  and  singe  I  moot  certeyn 
In  honour  of  that  blisful  mayden  free, 
Til  fro  my  tonge  «f-taken  is  the  grejTi  j 
And  afterward  thus  seyde  she  to  me, 
"  My  litel  child,  now  wol  I  fecche  thee 
Whan  that  the  greyn  is  fro  thy  tonge 
y-take ;  1858 

Be  nat  agast,  I  wol  thee  nat  forsake." ' 

This  holy  monk,  this  abbot,  him  mene  I, 
Him  tonge  out-caughte,  and  took  a-wey 

the  g^ejni, 
And  he  yaf  up  the  goost  ful  softely.   (220) 
And  whan  this  abbot  had  this  wonder 

seyn. 
His  salte  teres  trikled  doun  as  reyn,  1864 
And  gruf  he  fil  al  plat  up-on  the  groundci 
And  stille  he  lay  as  he  had  been  y-bounde. 

The  covent  eek  lay  on  the  pavement 
Weping,  and  herien  Cristes  moder  dere, 
And  after  that  they  ryse,  and  forth  ben 
went,  1869 

And  toke  awey  this  martir  fro  his  here, 
And  in  a  tombe  of  marbul-stones  clere 
Enclosen  they  his  litel  body  swete  ;    (230) 
Ther  he  is  now,  god  leve  us  for  to  mete. 

O  yonge  Hugh  of  Lincoln,  slayn  also 

With  cursed  Jewcs,  as  it  is  notable,    1875 

Fdr  it  nis  but  a  litel  whyle  ago  ; 

Preye  eek  for  us,  we  sinful  folk  unstable. 

That,  of  his  mercy,  god  so  merciable 

On  us  his  grete  mercy  multiplye,        (237) 

For  reverence  of  his  moder  Mary©,   Ameo, 


Here  is  ended  the  Prioresses  Tale. 
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PROLOGUE   TO    SIR   THOPAS. 


Bihold  the  murye  wordes  of  the  Host  to  Chaucer. 


Whas  seyd  was  al  this  miracle,  every  man 
As  sobre  was,  that  wonder  was  to  see, 
Til  that  oiir  hoste  japcn  the  bigan. 
And  than  at  erst  he  loked  np-on  me, 
And  seyde  thns, '  what  man  artow  ?  '  qnod 

he;  1885 

'  Then  lokest  as  thou  woL.lest  findc  an 

hare, 
For  ever  up-on  the  ground  I  see  thee  stare. 

Approche  neer,  and  loke  up  nierilj*. 
Now  war  yow,  sirs,  and  lat  this  man  have 

place  ; 
He  in  the  waast  is  shape  as  wel  as  I ;  1890 
This  were  a  popet  in  an  arm  t'enbrace  (11) 


For  any  womman,  smal  and  fair  of  face. 
He  senaeth  elvish  by  his  contenaunce. 
For  un-to  no  wight  dooth  he  daliaunce. 

Sey   now   somwliat,    sin  other  folk  ban 
sayd ;  1895 

Tel  us  a  tale  of  mirtlio,  and  that  anoon  ; ' — 
'  Hoste,'  quod  I,  '  ne  betli  nat  yvel  apay<l. 
For  other  tale  certes  can  I  noon. 
But  of  a  ryme  I  lerned  longe  agoon.' 
'  Ye,  that  is  good,'  quod  he  ;   '  now  shul 
we  here  lootj 

Som  deyntee  thing,  me  thinkcth  by  his 
chere.'  (21) 

Explicit. 


SIR   THOPAS.  (^'n^'^-'^X^^^i 

Here  biginneth  Chaucers  Tale  of  Thopas. 


LisTETH,  lordes,  in  good  entent. 
And  I  wol  telle  verrayment 

Of  mirthe  and  of  solas  ; 
Al  of  a  knyght  was  fair  and  gent 
In  bataille  and  in  tourneyment, 

His  name  was  sir  Thopas. 

Y-born  he  was  in  fer  contree. 
In  Flaundres,  al  biyonde  the  see. 

At  Popcring,  in  the  place  ; 
His  fader  was  a  man  ful  free. 
And  lord  he  was  of  that  contree. 

As  it  was  goddes  grace. 

Sir  Thopas  wex  a  doghty  swayn, 
Whj-t  was  liis  face  as  payndemaj-n. 
His  lippes  rede  as  rose  ; 


1905 


l<)IO 

(lo) 


i9'5 


His  rode  is  lyk  scarlet  in  grayn, 
And  I  yow  telle  in  good  certayn, 
He  hadde  a  semely  nose. 

His  heer,  his  herd  was  lyk  saffroun, 
That  to  his  girdel  raughte  adoun  ; 

His  shoon  of  Cordewane. 
Of  Brugges  were  his  hosen  broun, 
His  robe  was  of  ciclatoun. 

That  coste  many  a  jane. 


19J0 
(20) 


i9-'5 


He  coude  hunte  at  wilde  deer, 
And  ryde  an  haiiking  for  riveer, 

With  grey  goshauk  on  hondo  ; 
Ther-to  he  was  a  good  archeer. 
Of  wrastling  was  ther  noon  his  peer,  1930 

Ther  any  ram  shal  stonde.  (30) 
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Fill  many  a  mayde,  bright  in  hour, 
They  nioorno  for  liini,  jiaraniour, 

Whan  lieni  wero  bet  to  slope  ; 
But  ho  was  chast  ami  no  leclionr, 
And  sweet  as  is  the  bremble-flour 

That  bereth  the  rede  Jiepe. 

And  so  bifel  up-on  a  day, 
For  sothe,  jis  I  yow  telle  may, 

Sir  Thopas  woId(!  out  rydc  ; 
He  worth  upon  his  stede  gray, 
And  in  his  honde  a  launcegay, 

A  long  swcrd  by  his  syde. 

He  priketh  thurgh  a  fair  forest, 
Ther-inne  is  many  a  wilde  best, 

Ye,  bothe  >)ukke  and  hare  ; 
And,  as  he  prikoth  north  and  est, 
I  telle  it  yow,  him  hadde  almest 

Bitid  a  sory  care. 


>9.'5 


'  O  seinte  Marie,  bcn'cite  ! 
"What  eyleth  this  love  at  me 
To  binde  me  so  sore  ? 


1940 

(40) 


"945 


1949 


Ther  springen  herbes  grete  and  smale, 
The  lycoiys  and  cetewale,  (50) 

And  many  a  clowe-gilofre  ; 
And  noteniuge  to  putte  in  ale. 
Whether  it  be  moyste  or  stale, 

Or  for  to  leye  in  cofre.  1955 

The  briddes  singe,  it  is  no  nay, 
The  sparhauk  and  the  papejay, 

That  joye  it  was  to  here  ; 
The  thrustelcok  made  eek  his  lay, 
The  wodedowve  upon  the  spray  i960 

She  sang  ful  loude  and  clere.  (60) 

Sir  Thopas  fil  in  love-longinge 

Al  whan  he  horde  the  thrustel  singe, 

Antl  priked  as  ho  were  wood  : 
His  faire  stede  in  his  prikinge  1965 

So  swatte  that  men  niighte  him  wringe, 

His  sydes  were  al  blood. 

Sir  Thopas  eek  so  wery  was 
For  prikinge  on  the  softe  gras. 

So  fiers  was  his  coragc,  1970 

That  doun  he  leyde  him  in  that  plas    (70) 
To  make  his  stede  som  solas. 

And  yaf  him  good  forage. 


Mo  dremed  al  this  night,  pardee, 
An  elf-queen  shal  my  lemman  be. 
And  slepe  under  my  gore. 

An  elf-queen  wol  I  love,  y-wis,  1980 

For  in  this  world  no  w^omman  is  (80) 

Worthy  to  be  my  make  [T.  \},^22 

In  toune  ;  [T.  13722 

Alle  othere  wommon  I  forsake,  [T.  13723 

And  to  an  elf-queen  I  me  take  1985 

By  dale  and  eek  by  douno  ! ' 

In-to  his  sadel  he  clamb  anoon. 
And  priketh  over  style  and  stoon 

An  elf-queen  for  t'espye. 
Til  he  so  longe  had  riden  and  goon     1990 
That  he  fond,  in  a  privee  woon,  (90) 

The  contree  of  Fairye  [T.  13731 

So  wilde  ;  [T.  13734 

For  in  that  contree  was  ther  noon 
fThat  to  him  dorste  rj'de  or  goon,       1995 

Neither  wyf  ne  childe. 


J975 


Til  that  ther  cam  a  greet  geaunt 
His  name  was  sir  Olifaunt, 

A  perilous  man  of  dede  ; 
He  seyde,  '  child,  by  Termagaunt 
But-if  thou  prike  out  of  myn  haunt,  (100) 

Anon  I  slee  thy  stede  [T.  13743 

With  mace.        [T.  13743 
Heer  is  the  queen  of  FayCrye, 
With  harpe  and  pype  and  simphonye  2005 

Dwelling  in  this  place.' 

The  child  seyde,  '  al-so  mote  I  thee, 
Tomorwe  wol  I  mete  thee 

Whan  I  have  myn  armoure  ; 
And  yet  I  hope,  par  ma  fay,  2010 

Th.at  thou  shalt  with  this  launcegay  (no) 

Abyen  it  ful  soure  ;  [T.  13752 

Thy  mawe  [T.  13752 

Shal  I  percen,  if  I  may, 
Er  it  be  fully  prj'me  of  day,  2015 

For  heer  thou  shalt  be  slawe.' 

Sir  Thopas  drew  abak  ful  faste  ; 
This  geaunt  at  him  stones  caste 

Out  of  a  fel  staf-slinge  ; 
But  faire  escapeth  child  Thopas,  2020 

Aod  al  it  was  thurgh  goddes  gras,       (120) 

And  thurgh  his  fair  beringe. 


«K*>^ 
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Yet  listetli,  lordes,  to  my  tale 
Merier  than  the  nightingale, 

For  now  I  wol  yow  roune  2025 

How  sir  Thopas  with  sydes  smale, 
Priking  over  hil  and  dale, 

Is  come  agayn  to  toune. 

His  merie  men  comanded  he 

To  make  him  bothe  game  and  glee,     2030 

For  iiedes  moste  he  fighte  (130) 

With  a  geaunt  with  hevedes  three, 
For  paramour  and  jolitee 

Of  con  that  shoon  ful  brighte. 

'  Do  come,'  he  seyde,  '  my  minstrales,  2035 
And  gestours,  for  to  tellen  tales 

Anon  in  myn  arminge  ; 
Of  romances  that  been  royales, 
Of  popes  and  of  cardinales, 

And  oek  of  love-lyldnge.'  2040 

They  fette  him  first  the  swete  wyn,    (140) 
And  mede  eek  in  a  maselyn, 

And  royal  spicerye 
Of  gfeigebreed  that  was  ful  fyu,  * 
And  lycorys,  and  eek  comyn,  2045 

With  sugre  that  is  so  trye. 

He  dide  next  his  whyte  lere 
Of  clooth  of  lake  fyn  and  clere 

A  breech  and  eek  a  sherte ; 
And  next  his  sherte  an  aketoun, 
And  over  that  an  habergeoun 

For  percinge  of  his  herte  ; 

And  over  that  a  fyn  hauberk, 
Was  al  y-wroght  of  Jewes  werk, 

Ful  strong  it  was  of  plate  ; 
And  over  that  his  cote-armonr 
As  whyt  as  is  a  lily-floiir, 

In  which  he  wol  debate. 

His  sheeld  was  al  of  gold  so  reed, 

And  ther-in  was  a  bores  heed,  3060 

A  charbocle  bisyde  ;  (160) 

And  there  he  swoor,  on  ale  and  breed, 
How  that  '  the  goaunt  shal  be  deed, 

Bityde  what  bityde  ! ' 


His  sadel  was  of  rewel-boon. 
His  brydel  as'the  sonne  shoon. 
Or  as  the  mone  light. 


2050 

(•50) 
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His  jambettx  were  of  quirboLIly, 
His  swerdes  shethe  of  y vory, 
His  helm  of  laton  bright ; 


2065 
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His  spere  was  of  fyn  ciproes,  (170) 

That  bodeth  werre,  and  no-thing  pees, 

The  heed  ful  sharpie  y-grounde  ; 
His  stede  was  al  dappel-gray, 
It  gooth  an  ambel  in  the  way 

Ful  softely  and  rounde 

In  londe. 
Lo,  lordes  myne,  heer  is  a  fit ! 
If  ye  wol  any  more  of  it. 

To  telle  it  wol  I  fonde. 


[T. 


2075 
13815 
«3«'5 


[Tlie  Second  Fit] 


2080 


(180) 


Now  hold  yoiir  mouth,  par  charitee, 
Bothe  knight  and  lady  free, 

And  herkneth  to  my  spelle  ; 
Of  bataille  and  of  chivalry, 
And  of  ladyes  love-drurj-  2085 

Anon  I  wol  yow  telle. 


Men  speke  of  romances  of  prys. 
Of  Horn  child  and  of  Ypotys, 

Of  Bevis  and  sir  Gy, 
Of  sir  Libeux  and  Pleyn-damour  ; 
But  sir  Thopas,  he  bereth  the  floiir 

Of  royal  chivalry. 


2090 
(190) 


2095 


His  gode  stede  al  he  bistrood. 
And  forth  Tipon  his  wey  he  glood 

As  sparkle  out  of  the  bronde  ; 
Up-on  his  crest  he  bar  a  tour. 
And  ther-in  stiked  a  lily-flour, 

God  shilde  his  cors  fro  shonde  ! 


And  for  he  was  a  knight  auntrons, 

He  nolde  slepen  in  non  hous,  2100 

But  liggen  in  his  hode  ;  (200) 

His  brighte  lielm  was  his  wonger. 
And  by  him  baiteth  his  dextrer  —  tl<A*.^v\ 

Of  herbes  fyno  and  gode. 

Him-self  drank  water  of  the  wel,  2105 

As  did  the  knight  sir  Percivel, 

So  worthy  under  wede. 
Til  on  a  day (207) 


Here  the  Host  stinteth  Chaucer  of  his  Tale  of  Thopas. 
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PROLOGUE    TO    MELIBEUS. 


'No  more  of  this,  for  goddes  dignitee,' 
Quod  oure  hoste,  '  for  thou  makost  me  21 10 
80  "wery  of  thy  verray  lewednesse 
That,  also  wisly  god  my  sonic  lilesse, 
Myn  eres  aken  of  thy  drasty  speche  ; 
Now  swiche  a  rym  the  devol  I  biteche ! 
This  may  wel  be  rym  dogerel,'  qnod  he. 

'  Why  so? '  qiiod  I, '  why  wiltow  lette  me 
More  of  my  tale  than  another  man, 
Sin  that  it  is  the  beste  rym  I  can  ? '     (10) 
'  By  god,'    qnod   he,    •  for   plej'nly,    at 

a  word, 
'I'hy  drasty  ryming  is  nat  worth  a  tord  ; 
Thon  doost  nought  elles  but  desirondest 

tyme,  2121 

Sir,    at    o  word,    thou   slialt    no  lenger 

]->Tne. 
Ijat  see  whor  thou  canst  tellen  aiight  in 

geste, 
Or  telle  in  prose  somwhat  at  the  leste 
In  which   ther   be   som   mirthe   or  som 

doctrj-ne.'  2125 

'  Gladly,'  quml  I,  'by  god5es swete  pyne, 
1  wol  yow  telle  a  litel  thing  in  prose. 
That  oghte  lyken  yow,  as  I  suppose,     (20) 
Or  elles,  certes,  ye  been  to  daungerous. 
It  is  a  moral  tale  vertuous,  2130 

Al  be  it  told  som-tyme  in  sondry  wyse 
Of  sondry  folk,  as  I  shal  yow  dev>-se. 


As  thus ;  ye  woot  that  every  evangelist, 
That  telleth  us  the  peyne  of  Jcsu  Crist, 
Ne  saith  nat  nl  thing  as  his  felaw  dooth, 
But  natheles,  hir  sentence  is  al  sooth,  2136 
And  alle  acorden  as  in  hir  sentence, 
Al  be  ther  in  hir  telling  difference.      (30) 
For  somme  of  hem  seyn  more,  and  somme 

lesse, 
Whan  they  his  pitotis  passioun  expresse  ; 
I  mene  of  Mark  [and]  Mathew,  Luk  and 

John  ;  2141 

But  doutelees  hir  sentence  is  al  oon. 
Thcrfor,  lordinges  alle,  I  j'Ow  bisechc. 
If  that  ye  thinke  I  varie  as  in  my  speche, 
As  thiis,  thogh  that  I  telle  som- what  more 
Of  provcrbes,  than  ye  handierd  biforo. 
Comprehended  in  this  litel  trotis  here. 
To  enforce  with  the  th'etfect  of  mymatere, 
And  thogh  I  nat  the  same  wordes  seye  (41) 
As  ye  han  herd,  yet  to  yow  alle  I  preye, 
Blameth  me  nat ;  for,  as  in  my  sentence, 
Ye  shul  not  fynden  moehe  difference 
Fro  the  sentence  of  this  tretis  lyte. 
After  the  which  this  mery  tale  I  wryte. 
And  therfor  herkneth  what  that  I  shal 

seye,  2155 

And  lat  me  tellen  al  my  tale,  I  preye.'  (48) 

Explicit. 


THE    TALE    OF    MELIBEUS. 


Here  biginneth  Chancers  Tale  of  Melibee. 


§  1.  A  yong  man  called  Melibeus, 
mighty  and  riche,  bigat  up-on  his  w}rf 
that  called  was  Prudence,  a  doghter 
which  that  called  was  S<iphie./ 

§  2.  Upon  a  day  bifcl,  tliat  he  for  his 
desport  is  went  in-to  the  feoldes  him  to 
pleye.  /     His  wyf  and  eek  his  doghter 


hath  he  left  in  with  his  hous,  of  which  the 
dores  weren  fast  y-shette.  /  Three  of  his 
olde  foos  han  it  espyed,  and  setten  laddres 
to  the  walles  of  his  hous,  and  by  the 
windowes  been  enti'ed,  /  and  betten  his  2160 
wyf,  and  wounded  his  doghter  with  fyve 
mortal  woundes  in  fyye  sondry  places  ;  / 


5o6 
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this  is  to  sejni,  in  liir  feet,  in  liix-  liandes, 
in  hir  eres,  in  hir  nose,  and  in  liir  mouth  ; 
and  leften  Lir  for  deed,  and  wenten 
awey.  / 

§  3.  AMian  Melibens  retourned  was  in- 
to his  hous,  and  saugh  al  this  meschief, 
he,  lyk  a  mad  man,  rendinge  his  clothes, 
gan  to  wepe  and  crye.  / 

§  4.  Prudence  his  ^v■J■f,  as  ferforth  as 
she  dorste,  bisoghte  him  of  his  weping  tV>r 
to  stinte  ;  /  but   nat  for-tliy  he  gan  to 

2 1 65  crye  and  wepen  ever  lenger  the  more.  / 
§  5.  This  noble  wyf  Prudence  remem- 
bered hir  upon  the  sentence  of  Ovide,  in 
his  book  that  cleped  is  The  Kemedie  of 
Love,  "wher-as  he  seith  ;  /  '  he  is  a  fool 
that  destourbeth  the  modcr  to  wepen  in 
the  deeth  of  hir  child,  til  she  have  wei>t 
hir  fiUe,  as  for  a  certein  tyme  ;  /  and 
thanne  shal  man  doon  his  diligence  with 
amiable  wordes  hir  to  reconforte,  and 
preyen  hir  of  hir  weping  for  to  stinte.'  / 
For  which  resoun  this  noble  wyf  Pinidence 
suffred  hir  housbond  for  to  wepe  and  crj-e 
as  for  a  certein  space  ;  /  and  whan  she 
saugh  hir  tyme,  she  seyde  him  in  this 
wyse.     '  Alias,  my  lord,'  quod  she,  '  why 

2i;o  make  ye  your-self  for  to  be  lyk  a  fool?  / 
For  sothe,  it  aperteneth  nat  to  a  wj-s 
man,  to  maken  swiche  a  sorwe.  /  Your 
doghter,  with  the  grace  of  god,  shal 
warisshe  and  escape.  /  And  al  were  it  so 
that  she  right  now  were  deed,  ye  ne  oghte 
nat  as  for  hir  deetli  your-self  to  destroj'e./ 
Senek  seith  :  "  the  wise  man  shal  nat 
take  to  greet  disconfort  for  the  deeth  of 
his  children,  /  but  certes  he  sliolde  snffren 
it  in  pacience,  as  wel  as  he  abydeth  the 

2175  deeth  of  his  oweno  propra  persone.'" '  / 

§  6.  This  Melibeus  answerde  anon  and 
seyde,  'What  man,'  quod  he,  'sholde  of 
his  weping  stinte,  that  hath  so  greet 
a  cause  for  to  wepe  ?  /  .Tcsu  Crist,  our 
lord,  him-self  wepte  for  the  deeth  of 
Lazarus  his  freend.'/  Prudence  answerde, 
'  Certes,  wel  I  woot,  attempree  weping  is 
no-thing  defended  to  him  that  sorwefnl 
is,  amonges  folk  in  sorwe.  but  it  is  rather 
grauntcd  him  to  wepe.  /  The  Apostle 
Paul  un-to  the  Eomayns  wryteth,  "man 
shal  rojoyse  witli  hem  that  maken  joye, 


and  wepen  with  swich  folk  as  wepen."  / 
But  thogh  attempree  weping  be  y- 
graunted,  outrageous  weping  certes  is 
defended.  /  Mesure  of  weping  sholde  be  21S0 
considered,  after  the  lore  that  techeth  \is 
Senek.  /  "  Whan  that  thy  freend  is 
deed,"  quod  he,  "  lat  nat  thyne  eyen  to 
moyste  been  of  teres,  ne  to  muche  drye  ; 
althogh  the  teres  come  to  thyne  eyen,  lat 
'  hem  nat  falle."  /  And  whan  thou  hast 
for-g(K>n  thy  freend,  do  diligence  to  gete 
I  another  freend  ;  and  this  is  more  wysdoni 
I  than  for  to  wepe  for  thy  freend  which 
'  that  thou  hast  lorn  ;  for  ther-inne  is  no 
bote.  /  And  therfore,  if  ye  governe  yow 
by  sapience,  put  awey  sorwe  out  of  your 
herte.  /  Kemembre  yow  that  Jesus  Sj-rak 
seith  :  "  a  man  that  is  joyous  and  glad  in 
herte,  it  him  conserveth  florisshlng  in  his 
age  ;  but  soothlj'  sorweful  herte  maketh 
his  bones  drye."  /  He  seith  eek  thus  :  2 
"that  sorwe  in  herte  sleeth  ful  man,\- 
a  man."  /  Salomon  seith  :  "that,  right 
as  motthes  in  the  shepes  flees  anoyeth  to 
the  clothes,  and  the  smale  wormes  to  the 
tree,  right  so  anoyeth  sorwe  to  tlie 
herte."  /  Wherfore  us  oghte,  as  wel  in 
the  deeth-  of  <Jur  children  as  in  the  losse 
of  our  goodes  temporels,  have  pacience.  / 
§  7.  Eemembre  yow  iip-on  the  pacient 
Job,  whan. he  hadde  lost  his  children  and 
his  temiiorel  substance,  and  in  his  body 
endured  and  receyved  ful  many  a  grevous 
tribulacioun  ;  .yet  seyde  he  thus  :  /  "our 
lord  hath  yeven  it  me,  our  lord  hath 
biraft  it  me  ;  right  as  our  lord  hath  wold, 
right  so  it  is  doon  ;  blessed  be  the  name 
of  our  lord."  '  /  To  thise  foreseide  thinges  219c 
answerde  Melibeus  un-to  his  wyf  Pru- 
dence :  '  Alle  thy  wordes,'  quod  he,  'been 
sothe,  and  ther-to  profitable  ;  but  trewelj- 
myn  herte  is  troubled  with  this  sorwe  so 
grevously,  that  I  noot  what  to  done.'  / 
'  Lat  calle,'  quod  Prudence,  '  thy  trewe 
freendes  alle,  and  thy  linage  whiche  that 
been  wyse ;  telleth  your  cas,  and  herknetli 
wliat  they  seye  in  conseiling,  and  yow 
governe  after  liir  sentence.  /  Salomon 
seitli  :  "  werk  alle  thy  thinges  by  conseil, 
and  thou  shalt  never  repente."  '  / 

§  8.  Tlianne,  by  the  conseil  of  his  wyf 


T.  §§   9-11.] 


B.    ZU  Zak  of  ()nefi6cu0. 


507 


Prudence,  this  Melibeus  leet  callen  a  greet 
congregaciottn  of  folk ;  /  as  surgiens, 
pliisiciens,  olde  folk  and  yonge,  and 
somme  of  hiso  olde  enemj-s  reconsilod  as 
by  hir  semblnunt  to  his  love  and  in-to  his 

2195  grace  ;  /  and  ther-with-al  thor  comen 
somme  of  hise  neighebores  that  diden 
him  reverence  more  for  drede  than  for 
love,  as  it  happoth  ofte.  /  Tlier  cfimcn 
also  ful  many  subtile  flatereres,  and  w\-se 
advocats  lerned  in  the  lawe.  / 

'  §  9.  And   whan   this   folk   togidre   as- 

sembled weren,  this  Melibens  in  sorvvefnl 
"vryse  shewed  hem  his  cas  ;  /  and  by  the 
nianere  of  his  speche  it  semed  that  in 
lierte  he  bar  a  crnel  ire,  redy  to  doon 
vengeanncG  np-on  hise  foos,  and  sodeynly 
desired  that  the  werre  sholde  biginne  ;  / 
but  nathelces  yet  axed  he  hir  ci  «nseil  npon 

22(X)  this  matcre.  /  A  surgien,  by  licence  and 
assent  of  swiche  as  weren  wj-se,  vip  roos 
and  nn-to  Melibens  seyde  as  3-e  may 
here.  / 

§  10.  'Sir,'  qiiod  he,  'as  to  ns  surgiens 
aperteneth,  that  we  do  to  eveiy  wight  the 
beste  that  we  can,  wher-as  we  been  with- 
holde,  and  to  onr  pacients  that  we  do  no 
damage ;  /  wherfore  it  haiipeth,  many 
tyme  and  ofte,  that  whan  iwoy  men  han 
everich  wonnded  other,  oon  same  surgien 
heleth  hem  bothe  ;  /  wherefore  nn-to  onr 
art  it  is  nat  pertinent  to  norice  werre,  ne 
parties  to  supporte.  /  But  certes,  as  to 
the  warisshinge  of  your  doghter,  al-be-it 
so  that  she  perilously  be  woiinded,  we 
shuUeu  do  so  ententif  bisinesse  fro  day 
to  night,  that  with  the  grace  of  god  she 
shal   lie   hool   and   sound   as  sone  as  is 

2205  possible.'  /  Almost  right  in  the  same 
wyse  the  pliisiciens  answerden,  save  that 
they  seyden  a  fewe  wordes  more :  /  'That, 
right  as  maladyes  been  cured  by  hir 
contraries,  right  so  shul  men  warisshe 
werre  bj-  vengeaunce. '  /  His  neighebores, 
ful  of  envye,  his  feyned  freendes  that 
semeden  reconsiled,  and  his  flatereres,  / 
maden  semblant  of  weping.  and  eni- 
l^eireden  and  agreggeden  muchel  of  this 
matere,  in  preising  g:reetly  Melibee  of 
might,  of  power,  of  richesse,  and  of 
freendes,   despysinge   the   power  of    his 


adversaries,  /  and  seiden  outrely  that  he 
anon  sholde  wreken  him  on  his  foos  and 
biginne  werre.  /  j^iq 

§  11.  Up  roos  thanne  an  advocat  that 
was  wys,  b\'  leve  an<l  by  conseil  of  othere 
that  were  Avyse,  and  seyde  :  /  '  Lordinges, 
tlie  nede  for  which  we  been  assembled  in 
this  place  is  a  ful  hevy  thing  and  an 
heigh  matcre,  /  by-cause  of  the  wrong 
and  of  the  wikkednesse  that  hath  be 
doon,  and  eek  by  resoiin  of  the  grete 
damages  that  in  tyme  cominge  been 
possible  to  fallen  for  this  same  cause ;  / 
and  eek  b.v  resoiin  of  the  grete  richesse 
and  power  of  the  parties  bothe  ;  /  for  the 
whiche  resouns  it  were  a  ful  greet  peril 
to  erren  in  this  matere,  /  Wlierfore,  2J15 
Melibeus,  this  is  our  sentence  :  we  con- 
seille  yow  alxiven  alle  thing,  that  right 
anon  thou  do  thy  diligence  in  kepinge  of 
thy  propre  persone,  in  swich  a.wj-se  that 
tliou  ne  wante  noon  esjiye  ne  wacche,  thy 
bod^-  for  to  save.  /  And  after  that  we 
consfille,  that  in  thyn  hous  thou  sette 
sufiisaut  garnisoun,  so  that  they  may  as 
wel  thy  body  as  thyn  hous  defende.  / 
But  certes,  for  to  moeve  werre,  or  so- 
dejTily  for  to  doon  vengeaunce,  we  may 
nat  demen  in  so  litel  tyme  that  it  were 
profitable.  /  Wherfore  we  axeu  leyser 
and  espace  to  have  deliberacioun  in  this 
cas  to  deme.  /  For  the  commune  proverbe 
seith  thus:  '"he  that  sone  demeth,  sone 
shal  rejiente."'  /  And  eek  men  se\Ti  that  2210 
thilke  juge  is  'WTS.  that  sone  nnder- 
stondeth  a  matere  and  juggeth  by  leyser.  / 
For  al-be-it  so  that  alle  tarying  be 
anoyful,  algates  it  is  nat  to  ropreve  in 
yevinge  of  jugement,  ne  in  vengeance- 
taking,  whan  it  is  sufRsant  and  reson- 
ablo.  /  And  that  shewed  our  lord  Jesu 
Crist  l)y  ensample ;  for  whan  that  the 
womman  that  was  taken  in  avoutrie  was 
broght  in  his  presence,  to  knowen  what 
sholde  be  doon  with  hir  persone,  al-be-it 
so  that  he  wiste  wel  him-self  what  that 
he  woble  answere,  yet  ne  wolde  he  nat 
answere  sodeynly,  but  he  wolde  have 
deliberacionn,  and  in  the  ground  he 
■WToot  t^vyes.  /  And  by  thise  causes  we 
axen  deliberacioun,  .and  we  shal  thauue, 
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Viy  the  grace  of  god,  eonseille  thee  thing 
tliiit  shiil  be  pro ti table.'/ 

§  12.  Up  stirten  thnnne  the  yongc  folk 
at-oiies,  and  the  niostc  partie  of  that 
companye  han  scorned  the  olde  wyse 
men,  and  higonnen  to  make  noy.se,  and 

8-2^5  seyden  :  that,  /  riglit  so  as  wh.yl  that  ircn 
is  hoot,  men  sholden  sm.^-te,  right  so,  men 
sholde  wreken  hir  wronges  whyle  that 
they  been  fresshe  and  newe ;  and  with 
loud  voys  they  cryden,  '  werre  !  werre  !'/ 
Up  roos  tho  oon  of  thise  olde  wyse,  and 
with  his  hand  made  coutenaunce  that 
men  sholde  holden  hem  stille  and  yeven 
him  audience.  /  '  Lordinges,'  quod  he, 
'  ther  is  ful  many  a  man  that  cryeth 
"  werre  !  werre  !"'  that  woot  ful  litel  what 
werre  amounteth.  /  Werre  at  his  bi- 
ginning  hath  so  greet  an  entree  and  so 
lai'ge,  that  every  wight  may  entre  whan 
him  lyketh,  and  lightly  finde  ^verre.  / 
But,  certes,  what  ende  that  shal  ther-of 

2230  bifalle,  it  is  nat  .light  to  knowe.  /  For 
sothly,  whan  that  werre  is  ones  higonne, 
ther  is  ful  many  a  child  unborn  of  his 
moder,  that  shal  sterve  yong  by-cause  of 
that  like  werre,  or  elles  live  in  sorwe  and 
dye  in  wi-ecchednesse.  /  And  ther-fore, 
er  that  any  werre  biginne,  men  moste 
have  greet  conseil  and  greet  delibera- 
cioun.'/  And  whan  this  olde  man  wende 
to  enforcen  his  tale  by  resons,  wel  ny 
alle  at-ones  bigonne  they  to  ryso  for  to 
breken  his  tale,  and  beden  him  ful  ofte 
his  wordes  for  to  abregge.  /  For  soothly, 
he  that  precheth  to  hem  that  listen  nat 
heren  his  wordes,  his  sermon  hem 
anoyeth.  /  For  Jesus  SyraK  seith  :  that 
'  musik  in  wepinge  is  anoyous  thing ' ; 
this  is  to  seyn  :  as  muche  availleth 
to  speken  bifore  folk  to  whiche  his 
speche     anoyeth,     as    dooth     to    singe 

'■^-'5  bifom  him  that  wepeth.  /  And  whan 
this  wyse  man  saugh  that  him  wanted 
audience,  al  shamefast  he  sette  him  doun 
agayn.  /  For  Salomon  seith  :  '  ther-as 
thoii  ne  mayst  have  noon  audience, 
enforce  thee  nat  to  speke.'/  '  I  see  wel,' 
quod  this  wyso  man,  '  that  the  commune 
proverbe  is  sooth;  that  "good  conseil 
"wanteth  whan  it  is  most  nede." '/ 


§  13.  Yet  hadde  this  Melibevis  in  his 
conseil  many  folk,  that  prively  in  his  ere 
conseilled  him  certeyn  thing,  and  con- 
seilled  him  the  contrarie  in  general 
audience.  / 

Whan  Melibeus  hadde  herd  that  the 
gretteste  partie  of  his  conseil  weren 
accorded  that  he  sholde  maken  werre, 
anoon  he  consented  to  hir  conseilling, 
and  fully  affermed  hir  sentence.  /  Thanno  ^2-^0 
dame  Priidence,  whan  that  she  sangh  how 
that  hir  housbonde  shoop  him  for  to 
wreken  him  on  his  foos,  and  to  biginne 
werre,  she  in  ful  humble  wyse,  when  she 
sangh  hir  tyme,  seide  him  thise  wordes  :/ 
'  My  lord,'  quod  she,  '  I  yow  biseche  as 
hertely  as  I  dar  and  can,  ne  haste  yow 
nat  to  faste,  and  for  alle  guerdons  as 
yeveth  me  audience.  /  For  Piers  Alfonce 
seith  :  "  who-so  that  df>oth  to  that  other 
good  or  liarm,  haste  thee  nat  to  quyten 
it ;  for  in  this  wyse  thy  freend  wol  abyde, 
and  thyn  enemy  shal  the  lenger  live  in 
drede."  /  The  proverbe  seith  :  "  he  hasteth 
wel  that  wysely  can  abyde " ;  and  in 
wikked  haste  is  no  profit.'/ 

§  14.  This  Melibee  answerde  un-to  his 
wyf  Prudence  :  '  I  pxirpose  nat,'  quod  he, 
'  to  werke  by  thy  conseil,  for  many  causes 
and  resouns.  For  certes  every  wight 
wolde  holde  me  thanne  a  fool ;  /  this  is  224^ 
to  seyn,  if  I,  for  thy  conseilling,  wolde 
chaungen  thinges  that  been  ordejTied 
and  affermed  by  so  manj-o  wyse.  / 
Secoundly  I  seye,  that  alio  wommen  been 
wikke  and  noon  good  of  hem  alle.  For 
"of  a  thousand  men,"  seith  Salomon, 
"  I  fond  a  good  man  :  but  certes,  of  alle 
womn^en,  good  womman  fond  I  never."/ 
And  also  certes,  if  I  governed  me  by  thy 
conseil,  it  sholde  seme  that  I  hadde  yeve 
to  thee  over  me  the  maistrie ;  and  god 
forbede  that  it  so  were.  /  For  Jesus 
Syrak  seith;  "that  if  the  wj'f  have 
maistrie,  she  is  contrarious  to  hir  hous- 
bonde." /  And  Salomon  seith  :  "  never 
in  thy  lyf,  to  thy  wyf,  ne  to  thy  child,  ne 
to  thy  freend,  ne  yeve  no  power  over  thy- 
self. For  bcttre  it  were  that  thy  children 
aske  of  thy  persone  thinges  that  hem 
nedeth,    than   thou  see  thy-self  in  tho 


i 


T.  §  I5-] 


B.    ZU  Za(t  or  ()neft8eu0. 


509 


3250  handes  of  thy  cliiklrtu."/  And  also,  if 
I  wolde  werke  by  thj'  conseilling,  certf  s 
my  conseilling  moste  som  tyme  be  secrce, 
til  it  wore  tyme  that  it  moste  be  knowe  ; 
and  this  ne  may  noght  be.  /  [f  For  it  is 
writen,  that  '•  the  janglerie  of  wommeu 
can  hyden  thinges  that  they  witen 
noght."  /  Furthermore,  the  philosoplire 
seith,  "  in  wikked  conseil  wommeu  ven- 
quisshe  men  " ;  and  for  thise  resovms  I  ne 
ow  nat  usen  thy  conseil.']  / 

§  15.  Whanno  dame  Prudence,  ful 
debonairly  aud  with  greet  paeieuce, 
hadde  herd  al  that  hir  housboude  lyked 
for  to  seye,  thanue  axed  she  of  him 
licence  for  to  speke,  and  seyde  in  this 
wyse.  /  '  My  lord,'  (^uod  she,  '  as  to  your 
iirste  resoun,  certes  it  may  lightly  been 
answered.  For  I  seye,  that  it  is  no  folie 
to  chaunge  conseil  whan  the  thing  is 
chaunged ;     or    elles    whan    the    thing 

2255  semeth  otherwej'es  than  it  was  biforu.  / 
And  more-over  I  seye,  that  though  ye  han 
sworn  and  biliight  to  perfourne  your 
emprise,  and  nathelees  ye  weyve  to  per- 
fourne thilke  same  emprise  by  juste 
cause,  men  sholde  nat  sejii  therefore  that 
ye  were  a  Iyer  ne  forsworn.  /  For  the 
book  seith,  that  '"the  wyse  man  makelh 
no  lesing  whan  he  turueth  his  corage  to 
the  bettre."  /  And  al-be-it  so  that  your 
emprise  be  establissed  and  ordeyued  by 
greet  multitude  of  folk,  yet  thar  ye  nat 
accomplice  thilke  same  ordinaimce  but 
yow  lyke.  /  For  the  trouthe  of  thiogea 
and  the  profit  been  rather  foundeu  in 
fewe  folk  that  been  wj-se  and  ful  of 
resoun,  than  by  greet  multitude  of  folk, 
ther  everj'  man  crj-eth  and  clatereth  what 
that  him  lyketh.  y(X)tlily  swich  multi- 
tude is  nat  honeste.  /  As  to  the  seconde 
resoun,  where-as  ye  seyn  that  ■'  alle 
wommen  been  wikke,"  save  your  grace, 
certes  ye  despysen  alle  wommen  in  this 
■wyse;  and  "he  that  alle  despj^eth  alle 

260  displeseth,"  as  soith  the  book.  /  And 
Senek  seith  that  '•  wlio-so  wole  have 
sapience,  shal  no  man  dispreise ;  but  he 
shal  gladly  techen  the  science  that  he 
can,  with-out^u  presumpciouu  or  prj-de.  / 
And  swiche  thinges  as  he  nought  ne  can, 


he  shal  nat  been  ashamed  to  lerne  hem 
and  enquere  of  lasse  folk  than  him-self. "/ 
And  sir,  that  ther  hath  been  many 
a  go<jd  wommau,  may  liglitly  \>e  preved./ 
For  certes,  sir,  our  lord  Jesu  Crist  wolde 
never  have  descended  to  be  ]x)rn  of 
a  womman,  if  alle  wommen  hadden  ben 
wikke.  /  And  after  that,  for  tlie  grete 
bountee  that  is  iu  wommen,  our  lord  Jesu 
Crist,  whan  he  was  risen  fro  deeth  to 
lyve,  appeered  rather  to  a  wom.man  than 
to  his  apostles.  /  And  though  that  226s 
Salomon  seith,  that  ''he  ne  fond  never 
womman  good,"  it  folweth  nat  therfore 
that  alle  wommeu  ben  wikke.  /  For 
though  that  he  ne  fond  no  good  wommau, 
certes,  ful  many  another  man  hath 
founden  many  a  womman  ful  good  and 
trewe.  /  Or  elles  per-aventure  the  en- 
tente of  Salomon  was  this  ;  that,  as  in 
sovei"eyn  bountee,  he  fond  no  womman  ;  / 
this  is  to  sej-n,  that  ther  is  no  wight  that 
hath  soverej-n  bountee  save  god  allone ; 
as  he  him-self  recordeth  in  his  Evann- 
gelie.  /  For  ther  nis  no  creature  so  good 
that  him  ne  wanteth  somwhat  of  the 
perfeccioun  of  god,  that  is  his  maker.  /  2270 
Your  thridde  resoun  is  this  :  ye  seyn  that 
''if  ye  goveme  yow  by  my  conseil,  it 
sholde  seme  that  ye  hadde  yeve  me  the 
maistrie  and  the  lordshipe  over  youi- 
persone."/  Sir,  save  your  grace,  it  is  nat 
so.  For  if  it  were  so,  that  no  man  sholde 
be  conseilled  but  only  of  hem  that  hadden  " 
lordshipe  and  maistrie  of  his  persone,  men 
woldeu  nat  be  conseilled  so  ofte.  /  For 
soothly,  thilke  man  that  asketh  conseil  of 
a  purpos,  yet  hath  he  free  chois,  wheither 
he  wole  werke  by  that  conseil  or  noon.  / 
And  as  to  your  fourthe  resoun,  ther  j'e 
seyn  that  '•  the  janglerie  of  wonimen  hath 
hid  thinges  that  they  woot  noght,"  as 
who  seith,  that  "  a  womman  can  nat  hyde 
that  she  woot  "  ;  /  sir,  thise  wordes  been 
understonde  of  wommen  that  been  jau- 
gleresses  and  wikked  ;  /  of  whiehe  wom-  2275 
men,  men  seyn  that  "  three  thinges 
dryven  a  man  out  of  his  lioas ;  that  is  to 
seyn,  smoke,  drojiping  of  reyn,  and 
wikked  wyves  "  ;  '  aud  01  swiche  wommen 
seith    Salomon,    that    •■  it    were    bettre 
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dwelle  in   desort,  than  with  a  -womman 

that  is  riotous."  /     And  sir,  by  your  leve, 

that  am  nat  I ;  /   for  ye  han  ful  ofte 

assayed   my  gi-ete  silence  and   my  gret 

jmcience ;    and  eolc  how  wel  that  I  can 

hyde  and  hele  thinges  that  men  oghte 

secrcely  to  hyde.  /     And   soothly,  as  to 

your  fifthe  resoun,  wher-as  ye  seyn,  that 

"  in  wikked  conseil  wommen  venqiiisshe 

men " ;    god   woot,    thilke    resoun   stant 

2j8o  here  in  no  stede.  /    For  understond  now, 

ye  asken  conseil  to  do  wikkednesse ;  /  and 

if  ye  wole  werken  wikkednesse,  and  your 

wyf  restreyneth  tliilke   wikked   purpos, 

and  overcometh  yow  by  resoun  and  by 

good   conseil ;  /    certes,   your  wj-i"  oghte 

rather   to  be   preised    than    y-blamed.  / 

Thus  sholde  ye  understonde  the  philo- 

sophre  that   seith,    "  in   wikked   conseil 

wommen  venquisshen  liir  housbondes."  / 

And  ther-as  ye  blamen  alle  wommen  and 

hir  resouns,  I  shal  shewe  yow  by  manye 

ensamples  that  many  a  womnaan   hath 

ben   ful   good,    and   yet   been ;    and   hir 

3385  eonseils   ful   hoolsome   and   profitable.  / 

Eek  som  men  han  seyd,  that  ''  the  con- 

seillinge  of  wommen  is  outher  to  dere,  or 

elles  to  litel  of  prys."  /     But  al-be-it  so, 

that  ful  many  a  womman  is  badde,  and 

liir  conseil  vile  and  noght  worth,  j-et  han 

men  founde  ful  many  a  good  womman, 

and  ful  discrete  and  wise  in  conseillinge.  / 

Lo,  Jacob,  by  good  conseil  of  his  moder 

Eebekka,  wan  the  benisoun  of  Ysaak  his 

fader,    and   the    lordshipe   over  alle  his 

bretheren.  /    Judith,  by  hir  good  conseil, 

tlelivered  the  citee  of  Bethulie,  in  which 

she  dwelled,  out  of  the  handes  of  01<j- 

fernus,  that  hadde  it  biscgcd  and  wolde 

have  al  destroyed  it.  /    Abigail  delivered 

Nabal  hir  housbonde  fro  David  the  king, 

that  wolde  have  slayn  him,  and  apaysed 

the  ire  of  the  king  by  hir  wit  and  liy  liir 

22<rfO  good   conseilling.  /     Hester  l>y  liir   good 

conseil   cnhaiuiced    greetly   the  pcple  of 

god  in  the  regne  of  Assucrus  the  king.  / 

And  the  same  bountee  in  good  conseilling 

of  many  a  good  womman  may  men  telle.  / 

And  moreover,  whan  our  lord  hadde  crcat 

Adam  our  forme-fader,  he  seyde  in  this 

wj'sc:/  '-it  is  nat  good  to  been  a  man 


allone ;  make  we  to  him  an  help  semb- 
lable  to  himself."'  /  Here  may  ye  sc  that, 
if  that  wommen  were  nat  gootle,  and  hir 
eonseils  goode  and  profitable,  /  our  lord  .;j95 
god  of  hevene  wolde  never  han  wroght 
hem,  ne  called  hem  help  of  man,  but 
rather  confusioun  of  man.  /  And  ther 
seyde  ones  a  clerk  in  two  vers  :  "  what  is 
bettre  than  gold  ?  Jaspre.  Wliat  is  bettre 
than  jaspre  ?  Wisdom.  /  And  what  is 
bettre  than  wisdom?  Womman.  And 
what  is  bettre  than  a  good  womman? 
No-thing."  /  And  sir,  by  manye  of  othre 
resons  maj'  ye  seen,  that  manye  wommen 
been  goode,  and  hir  eonseils  goode  and 
profitable.  /  And  therfore  sir,  if  ye  wol 
triste  to  my  conseil,  I  shal  restore  yow 
your  doghter  hool  and  sound.  /  And  eek  jjoc 
I  wol  do  to  yow  so  muche,  that  ye  shul 
have  honour  in  this  cause.'  / 

§  16.  Whan  Melibee  hadde  herd  tlic 
wordes  of  his  wyf  Prudence,  he  seyde 
thus  :  /  '  I  see  wel  that  the  word  of 
Salomon  is  sooth  ;  he  seith,  that  "wordes 
that  been  spoken  discreetlj^by  ordinaunce, 
been  honycombes ;  for  they  yeven  swet- 
nesse  to  the  soule,  and  hoolsomnesse  to 
the  body."/  And  wyf,  by-cause  of  thy 
swete  wordes,  and  eek  for  I  have  assayed 
and  preved  thy  grete  sapience  and  thy 
grete  trouthe,  I  wol  goveme  me  by  thy 
conseil  in  alle  tiling.'  / 

§  17.  '  Now  sir,'  quod  dame  Prudence, 
'  and  sin  ye  vouche-sauf  to  been  governed 
by  my  conseil,  I  wol  enforme  yow  how  ye 
shul  governe  your-self  in  chesinge  of  your 
conseillours.  /  Ye  shul  first,  in  alle  your  -'30, 
werkes,  mekely  bisekcn  to  the  heighe  god 
that  he  wol  be  your  conseillour ;  /  am! 
shapeth  yow  to  swich  entente,  that  he. 
yeve  yow  conseil  and  confort,  as  taughte 
Thobie  his  sone  :  /  "at  alle  tymes  thou 
shalt  blesse  go<l,  and  praye  him  to  dresse 
thy  Wfves";  and  looke  that  alle  thy 
eonseils  been  in  him  for  evermore.  /  Seint 
Jamc  eek  seith  :  "  if  any  of  yow  have 
nede  of  sapience,  axe  it  of  god."  /  And 
afte^•^\'ard  thanne  shul  ye  taken  conseil 
in  your-self,  and  examine  wel  your 
thoghtes,  of  swich  thing  as  yow  thinketli 
that  is  best  for  your  proiit.  /  And  thanne  -'31' 
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shul  yo  (Iryve  fro  your  herte  three  thinges 
that  been  contrariouse  to  good  conseil,  / 
that  is  to  seyn,  ire,  coveitise,  and  hnstif- 
nesse.  / 

§  18.  First,  he  that  axeth  conseil  of 
him-self,  certes  he  moste  been  with-outen 
ire,  for  manye  causes.  /  The  firste  is 
this  :  he  tliat  hath  greet  ire  and  wn-attho 
in  him-self,  he  -weneth  alwey  that  he 
may  do  thing  that  he  may  nat  do./  And 
secoundely,  he  that  is  irons  and  wroth, 

?'5  he  ne  may  nat  wel  deme ;  /  and  he  that 
may  nat  wel  dome,  may  nat  wel  con- 
seille.  /  The  thridde  is  this ;  that  "  he 
that  is  irons  and  wrooth,"  as  seith  Senek, 
"ne  may  nat  speke  but  he  blame  thinges";/ 
and  witli  his  viciouse  wordes  he  stireth 
other  folk  to  angre  and  to  ire.  /  And 
eek  sir,  yo  moste  dr\ve  coveitise  out  of 
your  herte.  /     For  the  apostle  seith,  that 

jjo  •'  coveitise  is  rote  of  alle  liarmes."  /  And 
trust  wel  that  a  coveitons  man  ne  can 
noght  deme  ne  thinke,  but  only  to  fulfille 
the  ende  of  his  coveitise ;  /  and  certes, 
that  ne  may  never  been  accompliced ; 
for  ever  the  more  habundaunce  that  he 
hath  of  richesse,  the  more  he  desyreth.  / 
And  sir,  ye  moste  also  dryve  out  of  your 
herte  hastifnesse  ;  for  certes,  /  ye  ne  may 
nat  deme  for  the  beste  a  sodeyn  thought 
that  falleth  in  youre  herte,  but  ye  moste 
av>-se  yow  on  it  ful  ofte.  /  For  as  ye 
herde  biforn,  the  commune  proverbe  is 
this,  that  "  he  that   sone   demeth,    sone 

3J5  repenteth."  / 

§  19,  Sir,  ye  ne  be  nat  alwey  in  lyke 
ilisposicioun ;  /  for  certes,  som  thing 
that  somtyme  semeth  to  yow  that  it  is 
good  for  to  do,  another  tyme  it  semeth 
to  yow  tlie  contrarie.  / 

§  20.  \Vhan  ye  han  taken  conseil  in 
your-self,  and  han  demed  by  good  delib- 
.cracion  swich  thing  as  you  semeth  best,  / 
thaune  rede  I  yow,  that  ye  kepe  it 
secree.  /  Biwrey  nat  your  conseil  to  no 
persone,  but-if  so  be  that  ye  wenen  sik- 
crly  that,  thurgli  your  biwreying,  your 
condicioun   shul   be   to    j'ow    the    more 

30  profitable.  /  For  Jesus  Syrak  seith  : 
"'  neither  to  thy  foo  ne  to  thy  freend 
discovere  nat  thj-  secree  ne  tliy  folic  ;  / 


for  they  wol  yeve  yow  aadience  and 
lokingand  supportacioun  in  thy  presence, 
and  scomo  thee  in  thyn  absence."'  / 
Another  clerk  seith,  that  "  scarsly  shaltou 
fin<lcn  any  persone  that  may  kepe  con- 
seil secreely."  /  The  book  seith  :  '•  whyl 
that  thou  kepest  thy  conseil  in  thyn 
herte,  thou  kepest  it  in  thy  prisonn:/ 
and  whan  thou  biwreyest  thy  conseil  to 
any  wight,  he  holdoth  thee  in  his 
snare."/  And  therefore  yow  is  bettre  2335 
to  hyde  your  conseil  in  your  herte,  than 
praye  him,  to  whom  ye  han  biwreyed 
your  conseil,  that  he  wole  kepen  it  cloos 
and  stille.  /  For  Seneca  seith  :  "  if  so  be 
that  thou  ne  mayst  nat  thj-n  owene  con- 
seil hyde,  how  darstou  prayen  any  other 
wight  thy  conseil  secreely  to  kex>e  ?  "  / 
But  nathelees,  if  thou  wene  sikerly  that 
the  biwreying  of  thy  conseil  to  a  jiersone 
wol  make  thy  condicioun  to  stonden  in 
the  bettre  plyt,  thanne  shaltou  tcllen 
him  thy  conseil  in  this  wyse.  /  First, 
thou  shalt  make  no  semblant  whether 
thee  were  lever  pees  or  werre,  or  this  or 
that,  ne  shewe  him  nat  thy  wille  and 
thyn  entonte ;  /  for  trust  wel,  that 
comunly  thise  conseillours  been  flater- 
eres,  /  namely  the  conseillours  of  grete  -2340 
lordes ;  /  for  they  enforcen  hem  alwey 
rather  to  speken  plesantc  wordes,  enclyn- 
inge  to  the  lordes  lust,  than  wordes  that 
been  trewe  or  profitable.  /  And  therfore 
men  seyn,  that  ''  the  riche  man  hath  seld 
good  conseil  but-if  he  have  it  of  him- 
self." /  And  after  that,  thou  shalt  con- 
sidere  thy  freendes  and  thyne  enemys.  / 
And  as  touchinge  thy  freendes,  thou  shalt 
considere  whiche  of  hem  been  most 
feithful  and  most  wyse,  and  eldest  and 
most  approved  in  conseilling.  /  And  of  J345 
hem  shalt  thou  aske  thy  conseil,  as  the 
caas  requireth.  / 

J;  21.  I  seye  that  first  ye  shul  clepe  to 
your  conseil  your  freendes  that  been 
trewe.  /  For  Salomon  seith  :  that  '"  riglit 
as  the  herte  of  a  man  delj-teth  in  savour 
that  is  sote,  right  so  the  conseil  of  trewe 
freendes  yeveth  s  wetenesse  to  the  soule."/ 
He  seith  also:  "ther  may  no-thing  be 
lykned    to    the    trewe    freend."/      For 
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certes,  gold  uu  silver  betli  nat  so  inuclie 
1350  worth  as  the  gotlo  wil  of  a  trewe  freexitL  / 
And  efk  he  seith,  that  "  a  trewe  freeud 
is  a  strong  deffense ;  •who-so  that  it 
iindeth,  certes  he  findeth  a  greet  tre- 
soiu'."'/  Thanue  shiil  ye  oek  cousidcre, 
if  that  j-our  trewe  I'reendes  been  dis- 
crete and  wj'se.  Fur  the  book  seith : 
"axe  alwey  thy  conseU.  of  hem  that  been 
Y-yse."  /  And  by  this  same  resoun  shul 
ye  clepen  to  your  conseil;  of  your  freendes 
that  been  of  age,  swiche  as  han  se\-n  antl 
been  expert  in  maiiye  thingcs,  and  been 
approved  in  conseiUinges.  /  For  the 
book  seith,  that  "  in  olde  men  is  the 
sapience  and  in  loiige  tyme  the  pru- 
dence."/ And  Tullius  seith  :  thafgrete 
thiuges  ne  been  nat  ay  accompliced  by 
strengthe,  ne  by  delivemesse  of  body, 
but  by  good  conseil,  by  auctoritee  of  i>er- 
sones,  and  by  science ;  the  whiche  three 
thiuges  ne  been  nat  feble  by  age,  but 
certes  they  enforcen  and  encreesen  day 
2355  by  day."'  /  And  thanne  shul  ye  kepe 
this  for  a  general  reule.  First  shul  ye 
clepen  to  your  conseil  a  fewe  of  your 
freendes  that  been  especiale  ;  /  for  Salo- 
nion  seith  :  "  manye  freendes  have  thou  ; 
but  among  a  thousand  chese  thee  oon  to 
be  thy  couseUJour."  /  For  al-bc-it  so 
that  thou  first  ne  telle  thy  conseil  but 
to  a  fewe,  thou  mayst  afterward  telle  it 
to  mo  folk,  if  it  be  nede.  /  But  loke 
alwey  that  thy  conseillours  have  thilke 
three  eondiciouns  that  I  have  seyd  bifore  ; 
that  is  to  seyn,  that  they  be  trewe,  wyse, 
and  of  old  experience.  /  And  werke  nat 
alwey  in  every  nede  by  oon  counseillour 
allone  ;  for  somtjTue  bihoveth  it  to  been 
2j6o  conseilled  by  manye.  /  For  Salomon 
seith:  '"salvacioun  of  thinges  is  wher-as 
ther  been  manye  conseillours."  / 

§  22.  Now  sith  that  I  have  told  yow 
uf  which  folk  ye  sholdo  been  counseilled, 
now  wol  I  teche  yow  which  conseil  ye 
oghte  to  eschcwe.  /  First  ye  shul  eschewe 
the  conseillingof  foles ;  for  Salomon  seith  : 
'■  taak  no  conseil  of  a  f<x)l,  for  ho  ne  can 
noght  couseille  but  after  his  owene  lust 
and  his  aflfeccioun."  /  The  b(K>k  seith: 
that  ••  the  propretee  of  a  fool  is  this ;  he 


troweth  lightly  harm  of  every  wight, 
and  lightly  troweth  alle  bouutee  in  him- 
self." /  Thou  shalt  eek  eschewe  the  cou- 
seUling  of  alle  flatereres,  swiche  as  en- 
forcen hem  rather  to  preise  your  persone 
by  flaterye  than  for  to  telle  yow  the 
sothfastnesse  of  thinges.  / 

§  23.  Wherfore  Tullius  seith :  "amonges 
alle  the  pestilences  that  been  in  freend- 
shipe,  the  gretteste  is  flaterye."  And  ther- 
fore  is  it  more  nede  that  thou  eschewe  and 
dredo  flatereres  than  any  other  peple.  / 
The  book  seith  :  '"  thou  shalt  rather  drede 
and  flee  fro  the  swete  wordes  of  flateringe 
preiseres,  than  fro  the  egre  wordes  of  thy 
freeud  that  seith  thee  thy  sothes."  / 
Salomon  seith,  that  "  the  wordes  of  a 
flaterere  is  a  suarc  to  cacche  with  inno- 
cents." /  He  seith  also,  that  "  he  that 
speketh  to  his  freeud  wordes  of  swetnesse 
and  of  plesauncc,  setteth  a  net  bifoni 
his  feet  to  cacche  him."  /  And  therfore 
seith  Tullius  :  "  enclyne  nat  thyne  eres  Uj 
flatereres,  ne  taketh  no  conseil  of  wordes 
of  flaterye."/  And  Caton  seith  :  "  a\'yse 
thee  wel,  and  eschewe  the  wordes  of 
swetnesse  and  of  plesaunce."  /  And  eek 
thou  shalt  eschewe  the  conseilling  of 
thyne  olde  enemys  that  been  reconsiled.  / 
The  >x)ok  seith:  that  "no  wight  re- 
tourneth  saufly  in-to  the  grace  of  his 
olde  enemy."  /  And  Isope  seith  :  "  ne 
trust  nat  to  hem  to  whiche  thou  hast 
had  som-tyme  werre  or  enmitee,  ne  telle 
hem  nat  thy  conseil."  /  And  Seneca 
telleth  the  cause  why.  "  It  may  nat  be," 
seith  he,  "that,  where  greet  fyr  hath 
longe  tyme  endured,  that  ther  ne  dwell- 
eth  som  vapour  of  warmnesse."  /  And 
therfore  seith  Salomon  :  "  in  thyn  olde 
foo  trust  never."  /  For  sikerly,  though 
thyn  enemy  be  reconsiled  and  maketh 
thee  chere  of  humilitoe,  and  louteth  to 
thee  with  his  heed,  ne  trust  him  never.  / 
For  certes,  he  maketh  thilke  feynod  hu- 
militee  more  for  his  profit  than  for  any 
love  of  thy  persone ;  by-cause  that  he 
demeth  to  have  victorie  over  thy  persone 
)>y  swich  feyned  contenancc,  the  which 
victorie  he  mighte  nat  have  by  stryf  or 
werre.  /   And  Peter  Alfonce seith  :  "make 
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no  Iplawshijie  witli  tliyuo  ■•Me  fiii'iiiys  ; 
for  if  thou  ilo  hem  bountoo,  they  wol  per- 
vprten  it  in-to  wikkeiliiesse."'  /  An<l  eek 
ihou  most  eschewe  the  conseilling  of  hem 
that  been  thy  servants,  and  beren  thee 
greet   reverence ;    for  peraventnre    they 

80  seyn  it  more  for  ilrede  than  for  love.  / 
And  therforo  seitli  a  philosophre  in  this 
wyse  :  ''  ther  is  no  wight  partitly  trewe 
to  him  that  he  to  sore  dredeth."  /  And 
Tullius  scitli :  "ther  nis  no  might  so 
greet  of  any  cmperour,  that  longe  may 
endure,  bnt-if  he  have  more  love  of  the 
peple  than  drede."  /  Thon  shalt  also 
eschewe  the  consciling  of  folk  that  been 
tironkelewe;  for  they  ne  can  no  conseil 
hyde.  /  For  Salomon  seith:  "'ther  is 
no  privetee  ther-as  regneth  dronke- 
iiesse."'/  Ye  shul  also  ban  in  suspect 
the  conseilling  of  swich  folk  as  conseille 
yow   a  thing  privelj-,  and  conseille  yow 

185  the  contrario  openly.  /  For  Cassidorie 
seith:  that  "it  is  a  maner  sleighto  to 
hindre,  whan  he  shewetb  to  doon  a  thing 
openly  and  werketh  privcly  the  con- 
trarie."'  /  Thon  shalt  also  have  in  suspect 
the  conseilling  of  wikked  folk.  For  the 
book  seitli :  "  the  conseilling  of  wikked 
folk  is  alwey  ful  of  fraude  : "  /  And  David 
seith :  "  blisful  is  that  man  that  hath 
nat  folwed  tlie  conseilling  of  shrewos."  / 
Thou  slialt  also  eschewe  the  conseilling 
of  yoiig  folk  ;  for  hir  conseil  is  nat  rype.  / 
§  -24.  Now  sir,  sitb  I  have  shewed  yow 
of  which  folk  ye  shul  take  your  conseil, 
and   of  whicli   folk   ye    shul    folwe   the 

190  conseil,  /  now  wol  I  tcche  yow  how  ye 
shal  examine  your  conseil,  after  the  doc- 
trine of  Tullius.  /  In  the  examininge 
thanne  of  yi>ur  conseillour,  ye  shul  con- 
siderc  manye  thiuge.s.  /  Aldertirst  thou 
shalt  considei-e,  that  in  thilkc  thing  that 
thou  purposest,  and  upon  what  thing 
thou  wolt  have  conseil,  that  verraj' 
trouthe  be  sej-d  and  conserved  ;  this  is 
to  seyn,  telle  trewely  thy  tale.  /  For  he 
that  seith  fals  may  nat  wel  be  conseilled, 
in  that  cas  of  which  he  lyeth.  /  And 
after  this,  thou  shalt  considere  the  thinges 
that  acorden  to  that  thou  purposest  for 
to    do    by    thy    conseillours,    if   resoun 


accorde  therto;/  an<l  eek,  if  thy  might  --395 
may  atteine   ther-to ;    and   if  tlio   more 
part   ami   tlio   bettro    part   of  thy   con- 
seillours acorde  ther-to,  or  no.  /    Thanno 
shaltou  considere  what  thing  shal  folwe 
of  that  conseilling ;  as  hate,  pees,  werre, 
grace,    profit,    or    damage ;    an<l   manyo 
othere  thinges.  /    And  in  alio  tbise  thingcs 
thou   shalt   cheso   the  beste,  and  weyvo 
alle  othere  thinges.  /    Thanno  shaltow 
consider©  of  what  rote  is  engendred  tho 
matere   of  tliy   conseil,  and  what   fruit 
it  may  conceyve  and  engendre.  /     Thou 
shalt  eek  considere  alle  tbise  causes,  fro 
whennes    they    been    sprongen.  /      And  2400 
whan  yo  ban  examined  your  conseil  as 
I   have    seyd,    and   which   partie   is   the 
betlre    and    more    profitable,   and    hast 
approved    it    by  manye    wyse    folk  and 
olde  ;  /  thanne  shaltou  considere,  if  thovi 
niayst  parfourno  it  and  maken  of  it  a 
good  ende.  /     For  certes,  resoun  wol  nat 
that  any  man   sholde  biginne  a  thing, 
but-if  he   mighto    parfourne   it   as   liini 
oghte.  /     Ne  no  wight  sholde  take  tip-on 
hj'm  so  hevy  a  charge  that  he  migbte 
nat  here  it.  /     For  tho  proverbe  seith  : 
"  he  that  to  muche  embraceth,  distrey- 
netli  litel."  /    And  Catoun  seith  :  "  assay  J405 
to  do  swich  thing  as  thou  hast  power  to 
doon,  lest  that  tho  charge  oppresso  thee 
so   sore,    that    thee    bihovcth    to   Vieyve 
thing  that  thou  hast  bigonne."  /     And 
if  so  be  that  thou  be  in  doute,  whether 
thou  mayst  parfourne  a  thing  or  noon, 
chese   rather   to    suffre   than   biginne.  / 
And  Piers  Alphonce  seith  :  "if  thou  hast 
might  to  doon  a  thing  of  whicli  thou 
most   repente    thee,   it  is  bettre   '  nay ' 
than  '  j'e  ' ; "  /  this  is  to  seyn,  that  thee 
is  bettre  holdo  thy  tonge  stille,  than  for 
to  speke.  /     Thanne  may  j-e  undoi-stondo 
by   strenger  resons,   that    if   tlion   hast 
power  to  parfourne  a  werk  of  which  thou 
shalt  repente,  thanne  is  it   bettro   that 
thou  suffre   than   biginne.  /     Wel  sej-n  2410 
they,  that  defenden  every  wight  to  assayo 
any  thing    of    which    he    is    in   doute, 
whether   he   may  parfourne  it   or  no.  / 
And  after,  whan  ye  han  examined  your 
conseil  as  I  have  seyd  bifom,  and  knowen 
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vol  that  ye  may  parfnuine  youre  em- 
|)rise,  couferme  it  tharuie  sadly  til  it  be 
at  an  enilc.  / 

tj  25.  Now  is  it  rcsoiiii  ami  tyme  that 
1  sliewe  yow,  ^vllalUlc,  and  wlierfore,  that 
ye  may  thauugo  jour  cimseil  with-outen 
j-our  repreve.  /  Soothly,  a  man  may 
chaungen  his  purpos  and  his  conseil  if 
the  cause  cesseth,  or  whan  a  newe  caas 
bitydeth.  /  Por  the  hiwe  seith :  that 
'•  U2>on  thLuges  that  newelj'  bitydcn 
2415  bihoveth  ncwe  conseil."/  And  Senek 
ecith :  "  if  thy  conseil  is  comen  to  the 
eres  of  thyn  enemy,  channge  thy  con- 
seil." /  Thou  inayst  also  chaunge  thj- 
conseil  if  so  be  that  thou  finde  that,  by 
errour  or  by  other  cause,  harm  or  damage 
m.ay  bitydc.  /  Also,  if  thy  conseil  be 
dishonest,  or  elles  conaeth  of  dishonesty 
cause,  channgc  thy  conseil.  /  For  the 
lawes  sejn  :  that  '•  alio  bihestes  that  been 
dislioneste  been  of  no  value."/  And 
eelc,  if  it  so  be  that  it  bo  inpossible,  or 
J420  maj-  uat  goodlj-  be  iiarfourned  or  kept.  / 

§  26.  And  take  this  for  a  general  reule, 
that  every  conseil  that  is  affermed  so 
strongly  that  it  may  nat  be  chaunged, 
for  no  condicioun  that  may  bitydc,  I 
seye  that  thilke  conseil  is  wikked.'  / 

§  27.  This  Melibeus,  whanne  he  hadde 
herd  the  doctrine  of  his  wj'f  tlame  Pru- 
deiice,  answerde  in  this  wyse.  /  '  Dame,' 
quod  he,  '  as  yet  in-to  this  tyme  ye  han 
vel  and  coveuably  taught  me  as  in 
general,  how  I  shal  governe  me  in  the 
chesinge  and  in  the  withholdinge  of 
my  conseillours.  /  But  now  wolde  I 
fayn  that  ye  wolde  condesccnde  in 
especial,  /  and  telle  me  how  lyketh 
yow,  or  what  semeth  yow,  by  our 
conseilloxvrs  that  we  han  chosen  in  our 
2425  ijresent  nedc'  / 

§  28.  •  My  lord,'  quod  slie,  '  I  bisoke 
yow  in  al  humblesse,  that  ye  wol  nat 
wilfully  rei^lye  agayn  my  resouna,  ne 
distcinprc  your  herte  thogh  I  speke 
thing  that  yow  disi)lese.  /  For  god  wot 
that,  as  in  myn  entente,  I  speke  it  for 
your  beste,  for  yoiu*  honour  and  for  yoixr 
profite  eke,  /  And  soothly,  I  hope  that 
your  bcniguitee  wol  taken  it  in  pacieuce./ 


Trusteth  mo  wel,'  quod  she,  'that  your 
conseil  as  in  this  caas  ne  sholdo  nat, 
as  to  speke  properly,  be  called  a  con- 
seilling,  but  a  mocioun  or  a  moevyng  of 
folye  ;  /  in  which  conseil  ye  han  erred  in 
manj-  a  sondry  ^vyse.  /  243 

§  29.  First  and  forward,  ye  han  erred 
in  th'assomblinge  of  your  conseiUours.  / 
For  ye  sholde  first  have  cleped  a  fewe 
folk  to  jour  conseil,  and  after  ye  mighte 
han  showed  it  to  mo  folk,  if  it  hadde 
been  nede.  /  But  certes,  ye  han  sodeynly 
cleped  to  your  conseQ  a  greet  multitude 
of  peple,  ful  chargeanfc  and  ful  anoyous 
for  to  here.  /  Also  ye  han  erred,  for 
there-as  ye  sholden  only  have  cleped  to 
your  conseil  your  trewe  freendes  olde  and 
"^^ys^!  /  y  han  y-cleped  straunge  folk, 
and  yong  folic,  false  flatereres,  and  enemys 
reconsiled,  and  folk  that  doon  yow 
reverence  withouten  love.  /  And  eek  24; 
also  ye  have  erred,  for  ye  han  broght 
with  yow  to  your  conseil  ire,  covetise, 
and  hastifnesse ;  /  the  whicho  three 
thinges  been  contrariouse  to  every  conseil 
honeste  and  profitable ;  /  the  whiche 
three  thinges  ye  han  nat  anientissed  or 
destroyed  hem,  neither  in  your-self  ne 
in  your  conseillours,  as  yow  oghte.  /  Ye 
han  erred  also,  for  ye  han  shewed  to 
your  conseillours  your  talent,  and  your 
affecciouu  to  make  werre  anon  and  for 
to  do  vengeance ;  /  they  han  esjjyed  by 
your  wordes  to  what  thing  ye  "been 
enclyned.  /  And  therfore  han  they  24 
rather  conseilled  yow  to  your  talent  than 
to  your  i^rofit.  /  Ye  han  erred  also,  for 
it  semeth  that  yow  suffyseth  to  han  been 
conseilled  by  thise  conseUlours  only,  and 
with  litel  avys ;  /  wher-as,  in  so  greet 
and  so  heigh  a  nede,  it  hadde  been 
necessarie  mo  conseillours,  and  more 
deliberacioun  to  parfourno your  emprise./ 
Ye  han  erred  also,  for  ye  han  nat 
examined  your  conseil  in  the  fbrseyde 
manere,  ne  in  due  manere  as  the.  caas 
requircth.  /  Ye  han  erred  also,  for  ye 
han  inaked  no  divisioun  bitwixe  your 
conseillours ;  this  is  to  aeyix,  bitwixeu 
your  trewe  freendes  and  your  feyned 
conseillours;/    ne  ye   ban    nat    knowe  24 
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the  wil  of  your  trewe  freendes  olde  and 
wye© ;  /  but  ye  han  cast  alle  hir  wordes 
in  nn  hochepot,  and  endjiied  your  herte  [ 
to  tho  more  part  and  to  the  gretter 
uombre ;  and  ther  been  ye  condescended./ 
And  sith  ye  wot  ■wel  that  men  shal 
alwey  finde  a  grotter  nonibre  of  foles 
than  of  wyse  men,  /  and  therfore  tlie 
conseils  that  been  at  congregaciouns  and 
multitudes  of  folk,  ther-as  men  take 
more  reward  to  the  nonibre  than  to  the 
sapience  of  personcs,  /  ye  see  wel  that  in 
swiche  consoillinges  foles  han  the  niais- 
trie.'  /  Melibeus  answerde  agayn,  and 
seyde  : '  I  graunte  wel  that  I  have  erred  ;  / 
but  ther-as  thou  hast  told  me  heer-bifom, 
that  he  nis  nat  to  blame  that  chaungeth 
hise  conscillours  in  certein  caas,  and  for 
certoine  juste  causes,  /  I  am  al  redy  to 
chaunge  my  conseillours,  right  as  thou 
wolt  de\'y8e.  /  The  proverbe  seith  :  that 
"for  to  do  sinno  is  mannish,  but  certes 
for  to  persevere  longe  in  sinne  is  werk  of 
tho  devel." '  / 

§  30.  To  this  sentence  answerde  anon 
dame  Piiidence,  and  seyde:/  'Examineth,'  | 
quod  she,  'your  conseil,  and  lat  us  see  [ 
the  whiche  of  heni  han  spoken  most  i 
resouably,  and  taught  yow  best  conseil.  / 
And  for-as-muche  as  that  the  oxamin- 
acioun  is  necessarie,  lat  us  biginne  at  the 
surgiens  and  at  the  phisicieus,  that  first 
spekon  in  this  matere.  /  I  sey  yow,  that 
the  surgiens  and  phisiciens  han  seyd 
yow  in  your  conseil  discreetly,  as  hem 
onghte ;  /  and  in  hir  speche  seyden  ful 
wysly,  that  to  the  office  of  hem  aper- 
teneth  to  doon  to  every  wight  honour 
and  profit,  and  no  wight  for  to  anoye  ;  / 
and,  alter  hir  craft,  to  doon  greet  dili- 
gence un-to  the  cure  of  hem  whiche  that 
they  han  in.  hir  governaunce.  /  And 
sir,  right  as  they  han  answered  wysly 
and  discreetly,  /  right  so  rede  I  that 
they  been  heiglily  and  soverej'nlj-  gi\er- 
doned  for  hir  noble  speche ;  /  and  eck 
for  they  sholde  do  the  more  cntentif 
bisiuesse  in  the  curacioun  of  your  doghter 
dere.  /  For  al-be-it  so  that  they  been 
your  freendcs,  therfore  shal  ye  nat 
suifreu  that  they  servo  jow  for  noght ;  / 


but  ye  oghte  the  rather  guerdone  hem 
and  shewe  hem  j'our  largesse.  /  And  as  2465 
touchinge  the  proposiciouu  which  that 
the  phisiciens  entreteden  in  this  caaa,  this 
is  to  seyn,  /  that,  in  maladyes,  that  oon 
contrarie  is  warisshed  b3'  another  con- 
trarie,  /  I  wolde  fayn  knowo  how  ye 
understondo  thilke  text,  and  what  is 
your  sentence.'  /  '  Certes,'  qu<xl  Melibeus, 
'  I  understonde  it  in  this  Avyse :  /  that, 
right  as  tliey  han  doon  me  a  contrarie, 
right  so  sholde  I  doon  hem  another.  /  J4-0 
For  right  as  they  han  venged  hem  on  me 
and  doon  me  wrong,  right  so  shal  I 
venge  me  upon  hem  and  doon  hem 
wrong ;  /  and  tlianne  have  I  cured  oon 
contrarie  by  another.'  / 

§  31.  '  Lo,  lo  ! '  quod  dame  Prudence, 
'bow  lightly  is  every  man  encl3-ued  to 
his  owene  desyr  and  to  his  owene  ple- 
saiiuce !  /  Certes,'  quod  she,  '  the  wordes 
of  the  phisiciens  ne  sholde  nat  han  been 
tuiderstonden  in  this  wyse.  /  For  certes, 
wikkednesse  is  nat  contrarie  to  wikked- 
nesse,  ne  vengeannce  to  vengeaunce,  ne 
wrong  to  wrong ;  but  they  been  sembla- 
ble.  /  And  therfore,  o  vengeaunce  is  nat  2475 
warisshed    by    another  vengeaunce,   ne 

0  wrong  by  another  -wrong ;  /  but  everich 
of  hem  encreesceth  and  aggreggeth 
other.  /  But  certes,  the  wordes  of  the 
phisiciens  sholde  been  understonden  in 
this  wyse  :  /  for  good  and  -wikkednesse 
been  two  contraries,  and  pees  and  wcrre, 
vengeaunce  and  sutfraunce,  discord  and 
accord,  and  mauj-e  othere  thinges.  /  But 
certes,  wikkednesse  shal  be  warisshed  bj- 
goodnesse,  discord  bj'  accord,  werre  by 
pees,  and  so  forth  of  othere  thinges.  /  2480 
And  heer-to  acoordcth  Seint  Paul  the 
apostle  in  nianye  places.  /  He  seith : 
"ne  yeldeth  nat  harm  for  harm,  ne 
wikked  si)eche  for  wiliked  speche  ;  /  but 

do  wel  to  him  that  dooth  thee  harm,  and 
blcsse  him  that  seith  to  thee  harm."/ 
And  in  manye  othere  places  he  amones- 
teth  pees  and  accord.  /      But  now  wol 

1  speke  to  yow  of  the  conseil  which  that 
was  ycven  to  yow  bj-  the  men  of  la  we  and 
tho.  wj'se  folk,  /  that  seyden  alle  by  oou  J485 
accord  as  j-e  han  herd  bifore : ;   that,  over 


S    2 


5i6 


B.    €6e  €afc  of  (pieftficue. 


[  i--  §§ 


alle  thyiiges,  ye  sliokle  tloon  your  dili- 
gence to  kepeu  your  persoiie  and  to 
waniestore  your  lious.  /  And  seyden 
•ilso,  that  in  this  caas  yc  oghteu  for  to 
■werken  ful  avj-sely  and  with  greet  deli- 
beracioun.  /  And  sir,  as  to  the  firsto 
point,  that  toucheth  to  the  keping  of 
your  pei-sone  ;  /  ye  shulundorstoudethat 
he  that  hath'werre  shal  evermore  niekely 

2490  and  devoutly  preyen  biforn  alio  thinges,  / 
that  Jesus  Crist  of  his  grete  mercy  wol 
]jau  him  in  his  proteccioiin,  and  been  his 
sovereyn  helping  at  his  nede.  /  For 
certes,  in  this  world  tlier  is  no  wight  that 
may  be  conseilled  ne  kept  suflSsantly 
withouten  the  keping  of  our  lord  Jesu 
Crist.  /  To  this  sentence  accordeth  the 
prophete  David,  that  seith  :  /  "if  god  ne 
kepe  the  citee,  in  ydel  waketh  he  that  it 
kepeth."  /  Xow  sir,  thanne  shul  ye  com- 
mitte  the  keping  of  your  persone  to  your 
trewe  freendes  that  been  approved  and 

2495  j'-knowe  ;  /  and  of  hem  shul  ye  axen  help 
your  persone  for  to  kepe.  For  Catoun 
seith  :  "if  thou  hast  nede  of  helji,  axe  it 
of  thy  freendes ;  /  for  ther  nis  noon  so 
good  a  phisicien  as  thy  trewe  freend."  / 
And  after  this,  thanne  shul  ye  kepe  yow 
fro  alle  straunge  folk,  and  fro  lyeres,  and 
have  alwey  in  suspect  hir  companye.  / 
For  Piers  Alfonce  seith:  "  ne  tak  no 
companye  by  the  weye  of  a  straunge  man, 
but-if  so  be  that  thou  huve  knowe  him  of 
a  lenger  tyme.  /  And  if  so  be  that  he 
falle    in-to   thy    companye    paraventuro 

2501)  withouten  thyn  assent,  /  cnquerc  thanne, 
as  subtilly  as  thou  mayst,  of  his  conversa- 
cioun  and  of  his  lyf  bifore,  and  feyne  thy 
wey  ;  seye  that  thou  goost  thider  as  thou 
wolt  nat  go ;  /  and  if  he  bcreth  a  spere, 
hold  thee  on  the  right  syde,  and  if  he 
here  a  swerd,  hold  thee  on  the  lift  syde."  / 
And  after  this,  thanne  shul  ye  kepe  yow 
wysely  from  alle  swich  niHiiere  peple  as  I 
have  seyd  bifore,  and  hem  and  hir  conseil 
eschewe.  /  And  after  this,  thanne  shul 
ye  kepe  yow  in  swich  manere,  /  that  for 
any  presumpcionn  of  your  strengtlie,  tliat 
ye  ne  dispyse  nat  ne  acountc  nat  the  might 
of  your  adversario  so  litel,  that  ye  leto 
the  keping  of  your  persone  for  your  pre- 
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sumpcioun  ;  /  for  eveiy  wys  man  dret-letli 
his  enemy.  /  And  Salomon  seith  :  "  welcfnl 
is  he  that  of  alle  hath  drede  ;  /  for  certes, 
he  that  thurgli  the  hardinesse  of  his  herte 
and  thurgh  the  hardinesse  of  him-self 
hath  to  greet  presvimpcioun,  him  slial 
j'vel  bityde."  /  Thanne  shul  ye  evermore 
eountrewayte  embusshements  and  alle 
espiaille.  /  For  Senek  seith  :  that  "  the 
wyse  man  that  dredeth  harmcs  escheweth 
harmes;/  ne  he  ne  faUeth  in-to  perils, 
that  ijerils  escheweth."  /  And  al-be-it  so  -'510 
that  it  seme  that  thou  art  in  siker  place, 
yet  shaltow  alwey  do  thy  diligence  in 
kepinge  of  thy  persone  ;  /  this  is  to  seyn, 
ne  be  nat  necligent  to  kepe  thy  persone, 
nat  only  fro  thy  gretteste  enemys  but  fro 
thy  leeste  enemy./  Senek  seitli :  "a 
man  that  is  wel  avysed,  he  dredeth  liis 
leste  enemy."/  Ovide  seith:  that  "  the 
litel  wesele  wol  sleo  the  grete  bole  and  the 
wilde  hert."  /  And  the  book  seith:  "a  J515 
litel  thorn  may  prikke  a  greet  king  ful 
sore ;  and  an  hound  wol  holde  the  wilde 
boor."  /  But  nathelees,  I  sey  nat  thou 
shalt  be  so  coward  that  thou  doute 
ther  wher-as  is  no  drede.  /  The  book 
seith  :  that  "  somme  folk  han  greet 
lust  to  deceyve,  but  yet  they  dreden 
hem  to  be  deccyved."  /  Yet  shaltou 
drede  to  been  emiwisoncd,  and  kepe 
yow  from  the  companye  of  scorneres.  / 
For  the  book  seith :  "  with  scorneres 
make  no  companye,  but  flee  hir  wordes 
as  venim."  / 

§  3'2.  Now  as  to  the  seconde  point, 
wher-as  your  wyse  conseillours  conseilled 
yow  to  warnestoro  your  hous  with  gret 
diligence,  /  I  wolde  fayn  knowe,  how  tliat 
ye  understonde  thilke  wordes,  and  what 
is  your  sentence.'  / 

§  33.  Melibeus  answerde  and  seyde, 
'  Certes  I  undcrstande  it  in  this  wise ; 
that  I  shal  warnestoro  niyn  lious  with 
tourcs,  swicho  as  lian  castelles  and 
othcre  manere  editices,  and  armure 
and  artelleries,  /  by  whiche  tljinges  I 
may  my  persone  and  myn  lions  so 
kepen  and  defcnden,  that  myne  enemys 
shul  been  in  drede  myn  hous  ibr  to 
approche.'  / 
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§  iJ4.  To  this  sentence  auswerde  anon 
Prudence  ;  '  wamostorinj?,'  quod  she,  '  of 
lieighe  tourcs  and  of  grete  edifices  apper- 

2525  tfueth  soni-tjTne  to  prj-de  ;  /  and  eek  men 
make  hcighe  toures  and  greto  edifices 
with  grete  costages  and  with  greet  tra,- 
vaille ;  and  whan  that  they  been  accom- 
pliced,  yet  be  they  nat  worth  a  stree,  but -if 
they  be  defended  by  trewe  freendes  that 
been  olde  and  wj-se.  /  And  understond 
wel,  that  the  gretteste  and  strongeste 
gfarnison  that  a  riclie  man  may  have,  as 
wel  to  kepen  his  persone  as  liise  goodes, 
is  /  that  he  be  biloved  amonges  his  su1> 
gets  and  with  hise  neiglielwres.  /  For 
thus  seithTuUius  :  that  "thcr  is  a  maner 
gamison  that  no  man  may  venquisse  ne 
disconfite,  and  that  is,  /  a  lord  to  be 
biloved    of    hise    citezeins    and    of    his 

2530  peple.''  / 

§  35.  Now  sir,  as  to  the  thridde  point ; 
wher-as  yoxir  olde  and  wise  conseillours 
seyden,  that  yow  ne  oghte  nat  sodeynly 
ne  hastily  proceden  in  this  nede,  /  but 
that  yow  oghte  purveyen  and  apparaillen 
yow  in  this  cans  with  greet  diligence  and 
greet  deliberacioun  ;  /  trewely,  I  trowe 
that  they  seyden  right  wj'sly  and  right 
sooth.  /  For  Tullius  seith,  "  in  every 
nede,  er  thoii  biginne  it,  apparaille  thee 
with  greet  diligence.'"  /  Thanne  seye  I, 
that    in   vengeance-taking,  in  werre,  in 

2535  bataille,  and  in  warnestoring,  /  er  thow 
biginne,  I  rede  that  thou  apparaille  thee 
ther-to,  and  do  it  with  greet  delibera- 
cioun. /  For  Tullius  seith  :  that  '•  long 
apparailliiig  hiforn  the  bataille  maketh 
short  victorie."/  And  Cassidorus  seith  : 
"  the  garnison  is  stronger  whan  it  is 
longe  tj-me  avysed."  / 

§  36.  But  now  lat  us  speken  of  the 
conseil  that  was  accorded  by  your  neighe- 
bores,  swiche  as  doon  yow  reverence 
withouten  love,  /  your  olde  enemys  recon- 

5540  siled,  your  flatereres  /  that  conseilled  j'ow 
certejTie  thinges  prively,  and  openly  con-" 
seilleden  yow  the  contrarie  ;  /  the  yonge 
folk  also,  that  conseilleden  yow  to  venge 
^•ow  and  make  werre  anon.  /  And  certes, 
sir,  .^s  I  have  seyd  biforn,  ye  han  greetly 
erred  to  han  cleped  swich  maner  folk  to 


your  conseil ;  /  which  conseillours  l)een 
y-nogh  reproved  l)v  the  resouns  afore- 
seyd.  /  But  nathflees,  Int  us  now  de- 
scende  to  the  special.  Ye  shnln  first 
precede  after  the  doctrine  of  Tullius.  /  2545 
Certes,  the  trouthe  of  this  matere  or  of 
this  conseil  nedeth  nat  diligentlj-  en- 
quere;/  for  it  is  wel  wist  whiche  they 
been  that  han  doon  to  yow  tliis  trespas 
and  vileinyo,  /  and  how  manye  trespas- 
sours,  and  in  what  manere  they  han  to 
yow  doon  al  tliis  wrong  and  al  this 
vileinye.  /  And  after  this,  thanne  sliul 
ye  examine  the  secon<lo  condicioun,  which 
that  the  same  Tullius  addeth  in  this 
matere.  /  For  Tullius  put  a  thing,  which 
that  he  clepeth  "  consentinge,"  this  is  to 
seyn  ;  /  who  been  tlicy  and  how  manye,  2550 
and  whiche  been  they,  that  consenteden 
to  thy  conseil,  in  thy  wilfulnesse  to  doon 
hastif  vengeance.  /  And  lat  i\s  considere 
also  wlio  been  they,  and  how  manye  been 
they,  and  whiche  been  they,  that  con- 
senteden to  your  adversaries.  /  And 
certes,  as  to  the  firste  poynt,  it  is  wel 
knowen  whiche  folk  been  they  that  con- 
senteden to  your  hastif  wilfulnesse  ;  / 
for  trewely,  alle  tho  that  conseilleden 
yow  to  maken  sodeyn  werre  ne  been  nat 
your  freendes.  /  Lat  us  now  considere 
whiche  been  they,  that  ye  holde  so  greetly 
youx  freendes  as  to  your  persone.  /  For  2555 
al-be-it  so  that  ye  be  mighty  and  riche, 
certes  ye  ne  been  nat  but  allone.  /  For 
certes,  ye  ne  han  no  child  biit  a  doghter ;  / 
ne  ye  ne  lian  bretheren  ne  cosins  ger- 
mayns,  ne  noon  other  neigh  kinrede,  / 
wherfore  that  your  enemys,  for  drede, 
sholde  stinte  to  plede  with  yow  or  to 
destroye  your  persone.  /  Ye  knowen 
also,  that  your  richesses  moten  been  dis- 
Xiended  in  diverse  parties  ;  /  and  whan  2560 
that  every  wight  hath  his  part,  they  ne 
wollen  taken  but  litel  reward  to  venge 
thy  deeth.  /  Bi^t  thyne  enemys  been 
three,  and  they  han  manie  children, 
bretheren,  cosins,  and  other  ny  kinrede  ;  / 
and,  though  so  were  that  thou  haddest 
slayn  of  hem  two  or  three,  yet  dwellen 
ther  y-nowe  to  wreken  hir  deeth  and  to 
slee   thy  persone.  /     And  though  so  be 
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that  y<inr  kinrpdo  be  more  siker  and 
stedefnst  tlian  the  kin  of  yonr  adver- 
sarie,  /  yet  uathelces  your  kinrodo  nis 
but  a  fer  kinrede  ;  they  been  but  litel  sib 

J565  to  yow,  /  and  the  kin  of  your  enemys 
been  ny  sib  to  hem.  And  certes,  as  in 
that,  iiir  condieioun  is  bet  than  youres.  / 
Thanne  lat  xts  considere  also  if  the  con- 
seilling  of  hem  tliat  conseilleden  yow  to 
taken  sodeyn  vongeaxince,  whether  it 
accordo  to  resouu  ?  /  And  certes,  ye 
knowc  wel  "nay."'  /  For  as  by  right  and 
resoixn,  ther  may  no  man  taken  vengeance 
on  no  wight,  but  the  juge  that  hath  the 
jnrisdiccioun  of  it,  /  whan  it  is  grannted 
him  to  take  thilko  vengeance,  hastily  or 

jtjo  attcmprely,  as  the  lawc  requireth.  /  And 
yet  more-over,  of  thilko  word  that  Tullius 
clepeth  "  consentinge,"  /  thoxi  shalt  con- 
sidere if  thy  miglit  and  thy  power  may 
consenten  and  suiiyso  to  thy  wilfnlnesse 
and  to  thy  conseilloui'S.  /  And  certes, 
thou  mayst  wel  seyn  that  "nay."/  For 
sikerly,  as  for  to  speke  projirelj'-,  we  may 
do  no-thing  but  only  swich  thing  as  we 
may  doou  rightfully.  /  And  certes,  right- 
fully ne  mowe  ye  take  no  vengeance  as  of 

2575  your  propi'C  auctoriteo.  /  Thanne  mowe 
ye  seen,  that  your  power  no  consenteth 
nat  ne  accordeth  nat  with  your  wilfnl- 
nesse. /  Lat  us  now  examine  the  thridde 
point  that  Tullius  clepeth  "con.sequent.''/ 
Thou  shalt  understonde  that  the  ven- 
geance that  thou  purposest  for  to  take 
is  the  consequent.  /  And  thor-of  folweth 
another  vengeaunco,  peril,  and  werre ; 
and  othere  damages  with-oute  nombre,  of 
whiche  we  be  nat  war  as  at  this  tyme.  / 
And  as  touchinge  the  fourtlie  point,  that 

i53o  Tullius  clepeth  '•  engendringe,'' /  thou 
shalt  considere,  that  this  wrong  which 
that  is  doon  to  thee  is  eugendred  of  the 
hate  of  thyne  enemys ;  /  and  of  tlie 
vengeance-takinge  upon  that  wolde  en- 
gendre  another  vengeance,  and  mnchel 
sorwe  and  wastinge  of  richesses,  as  I 
soydo.  / 

§  .37.  Xow  sir,  as  to  the  point  that 
Tullius  clepeth  "  causes,"  which  that  is 
the  laste  point,  /  thou  shalt  understonde 
that  the  wrong  that  thou  hast  receyved 


liath  certeino  causes,  /  wbiohe  that 
clerkea  clepen  Oriens  and  Ffficien%  and 
C'ansa  longinqua  and  Causa  propinqua ; 
this  is  to  scjm,  the  fer  cause  and  the  ny 
cause.  /  The  fer  cause  is  almighty  go<l,  2585 
that  is  cause  of  alle  thingos.  /  The  neer 
cause  is  thy  three  enemys.  /  The  cause 
accidental  was  hate.  /  The  cause  miiterial 
been  the  fyvo  woundes  of  thy  doghter.  / 
The  cause  formal  is  the  mancre  of  hir 
werkinge,  that  broghten  laddres  ami 
cloxtmbcn  in  at  thy  windowes.  /  The  J590 
cause  final  was  for  to  slee  thy  dogliter ; 
it  letted  nat  in  as  muche  as  in  hem  was.  / 
But  for  to  speken  of  the  fer  cause,  as  to 
what  onde  they  shul  come,  or  what  shal 
finally  bityde  of  hem  in  this  cans,  ne  can 
I  nat  dcme  but  by  conjectinge  and  by 
supposinge.  /  For  we  shul  suppose  that 
they  shul  come  to  a  wikkcd  ende,  /  by- 
cause  that  the  Book  of  Decrees  seith  : 
' '  selden  or  with  greet  peyne  been  causes 
y-broght  to  good  ende  whanne  they  been 
baddely  bigonnc."  / 

§  38.  Now  sir,  if  men  wolde  axe  me, 
why  that  god  snffred  men  to  do  yow  this 
vileinye,  certes,  I  can  nat  wel  answere  as 
for  no  sothfastnesse.  /  For  th'apostle  2595 
seith,  that  "  the  sciences  and  the  jugge- 
nientz  of  our  lord  god  almighty  been  ful 
depe ;  /  thcr  may  no  man  comprehendc 
ne  serchen  hem.  suflfisantly."  /  Nathe- 
leeg,  by  certeyne  presumpcions  and  con- 
jectinges,  I  holde  and  bilove  /  that  god, 
which  that  is  fnl  of  justice  and  of  right- 
wisnesse,  hath  suffred  this  bityde  by 
juste  cause  resonable.  / 

§  39.  Thy  name  ia  Melibee,  this  is  to 
seyn,  "  a  man  that  drinketh  hony."  /  .'rtoc 
Thou  hast  y-dronke  so  muchel  hony  of 
swete  temporel  richesses  and  delices 
and  honours  of  this  world,  /  that  thou 
art  dronken ;  and  hast  forgetcn  Josn 
Crist  thy  creatour ;  /  thou  no  hast  nat 
doon  to  him  swich  honour  and  reverence 
■as  thee  oughte.  /  Ne  thou  no  hast  nat 
wel  y-taken  kepo  to  the  wordcs  of  Ovido, 
that  seith:/  "under  the  hony  of  the 
godes  of  the  body  is  hid  the  venim  that 
sleeth  the  soulo."  /  And  Salomon  seith,  2601 
"if  thou  hast  founden  hony,  ete  of  it  that 


ii 


£ 


T.  §§  40-42.] 


B.    ZU  Zak  of  (n\eft6eu0. 


;»9 


swffysetb  ;  /  for  it"  tlimi  etc  of  it  out  or 
mesnre,  thou  shalt  spowej"  an<l  bo  ne<ly 
and  povre.  /  And  peravonturo  Crist  hath 
fchee  in  dpspit,  and  hath  turned  awoy  fro 
thee  liis  face  and  hiso  eres  of  misori- 
corde;/  and  also  he  hath  sufu-od  that 
thou  hast  been  punisshod  in  the  manero 
that  thow  hast  y-trespassed.  /    Then  hast 

j<iio  doon  sinne  agayn  our  lord  Crist ;  /  for 
oertes,  the  three  enomys  of  mankinde, 
that  is  to  seyn,  the  flessh,  tlio  f'eend,  and 
the  world,  /  thou  hast  suffred  hem  entre 
in-to  thyn  herte  wilfnlly  by  the  ■windowes 
of  thy  body,  /  and  hast  nat  defended  thy- 
self suflisantly  agayns  hir  assautcs  and 
hir  temptaciouns,  so  that  they  han 
wounded  thy  soule  in  fyvc  places  ;  /  this 
is  to  seyn,  the  deedly  sinnes  that  been 
entred  in-to  thyn  herte  by  thy  fyve 
wittes.  /  And  in  the  same  man  ere  out 
lord  Crist  bath  wold  and  suffred,  that  thy 
three  eneniys  been  entred  in-to  thyn  hous 

a^'S  by  the  windowes,  /  and  han  y-wounded 
thy  doghter  in  the  fore-seyde  manere.'  / 

§  40.  '  Certes,'  quod  Melibee,  '  T  see  wel 
that  ye  enforce  yow  muehel  by  wordes  to 
overcome  mo  in  swich  manere,  that  I  shal 
nat  venge  me  of  myne  onemys  ;  /  shew- 
inge  me  the  perils  and  the  j-vcles  that 
mighton  fallo  of  this  vengeance.  /  But 
who-so  wolde  considere  in  alle  vengeances 
the  perils  and  yveles  that  mighto  sowe  of 
vengeance-takinge,  /  a  man  wolde  never 

2620  take  vengeance,  and  that  wore  barm  ;  / 
tor  by  the  vengeance-takinge  been  the 
wikked  men  dissevered  fro  the  godo 
men.  /  And  they  that  han  wil  to  do 
wiklcednessc  restreynebir  wikked  pur^jos, 
whan  they  seen  the  punissinge  and  clias- 
tysinge  of  the  trespassours.' /  [fAnd  to 
this  answerde  dame  Prudence :  '  Certes,' 
seyde  she,  'I  graunte  wel  that  of  ven- 
geaunce  cometh  muehel  yvcl  and  muchc  1 
good ;  /  but  vengeaunce-taking  aperteneth 
nat  unto  everichoon,  but  only  unto  juges 
and  tinto  hem  that  han  jnrisdiccioun 
upon  the  trespassours.]  /  And  yet  seye  I 
naore,  that  right  as  a  singuler  persone 
sinncth  in  takinge  vengeance  of  another 

2625  man,  /  right  so  sinneth  the  juge  if  he  do 
no  vengeance   of  hem  that  it  han  de- 


sen-ed.  /  For  Scnok  scitli  thus  :  "  that 
maister,"  lie  soith,  "  is  gooil  that  proveth 
shrewes."  /  And  as  Ca.ssidore  selth  :  "  A 
man  dredeth  to  do  outrages,  whan  h« 
woot  and  knowcth  that  it  disploseth  to 
the  jugcs  and  sovereyns."  /  And  another 
seith  :  "the  jngo  that  dredeth  to  do  right, 
maketh  men  shrewes."  /  And  Seint  Paulo 
the  apostle  seith  in  big  epistle,  whan  ho 
wryteth  tm-to  the  RomajTis  :  that  "  the 
juges  beren  nat  the  spere  with-outen 
cause  ; "  /  biit  they  beren  it  to  punisse  2650 
the  shrewes  and  misdoeres,  and  for  to 
defende  the  gode  men.  /  If  yo  wol  thanno 
take  vengeance  of  your  enemys,  ye  shul 
retoume  or  have  your  recours  to  the  jnge 
that  hath  tho  jurisdiccion  up-on  hum;  J 
and  lie  shal  punisse  hem  as  the  lawe 
axeth  and  requyreth.'  / 

§41.  'A!'  quod  :A[elibeo,  '  thi.s  ven- 
geance lyketh  mo  no-thing.  /  I  bithenko 
me  now  and  take  hede,  how  fortune  hath 
norissed  me  fro  my  childhede,  and  hath 
holpen  mo  to  passe  many  a  strong  pas.  /  2633 
Now  wol  I  assayon  hir,  trowinge,  with 
goddes  help,  that  she  shal  helpe  mo  my 
shame  for  to  venge.'  / 

§42.  'Certes,'  quod  Prudence,  'if  yo 
wol  werke  by  my  conseil,  yo  shul  nat 
assayo  fortune  by  no  wey ;  /  no  yo  shul 
nat  lene  or  bowe  unto  hir,  after  the  word 
of  Senek  :  /  for  "  tbinges  that  been  folily 
doon,  and  that  been  in  hope  of  fortune, 
sbullen  never  come  to  good  cnde."  /  Ami 
as  the  same  Senek  seith  :  "  the  more  clocr 
and  the  more  shyning  that  fortune  is,  the 
more  brotil  and  the  sonner  broken  she 
is."/  TriTsteth  nat  in  hir,  for  sho  nig  2640 
nat  stidefast  no  stable  ;  /  for  wban  thow 
trowcst  to  bo  most  seur  or  siker  of  hir 
help,  sho  wol  faillo  thee  and  deccyve 
thee.  /  And  wheras  ye  seyn  that  fortune 
hath  norissed  yow  fro  j-our  childhede,/ 
T  seye,  that  in  so  muehel  shul  yo  tho 
lasse  truste  in  hir  and  in  hir  wit.  /  For 
Senek  seith  :  "  what  man  that  is  norissed 
by  fortune,  sho  maketh  him  a  greet 
fool."  /  Now  thanne,  sin  ye  dcsyro  and  2645 
axe  vengeance,  and  the  vengeance  th.at  ig 
doon  after  tho  lawo  and  bitbre  tlio  jngo 
ne  lyketh  yow  nat,  /  and  the  vengeance 
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that  is  (loon  in  hope  of  fortime  is  peril- 
ous and  uncertoin,  /  thanne  have  ye 
noon  otlifx'  reniedie  but  for  to  have  your 
recours  xinto  the  sovereyn  juge  that 
vongcth  alle  vileinyos  and  wronges  ;  / 
«nd  ]ie  shal  venge  yow  after  that  him-self 
■witncsscth,  vvher-as  he  seith  :  / '■  leveth 
2650  the  vengeance  to  me,  aiid  I  shal  do  it." '  / 
§  43.  Melibee  answerde,  ' if  I  ne  ^enge 
me  nat  of  the  vileinyo  that  men  han 
doon  to  me,  /  I  sompne  or  warne  hem 
that  han  doon  to  me  that  vilcinye  and 
alle  othcre,  to  do  me  another  vileinye.  / 
For  it  is  vrriten  :  "  if  thou  take  no  ven- 
geance of  an  old  vileinye,  thou  sompnest 
thyne  adversaries  to  do  thee  a  newe 
vilcinye."  /  And  also,  for  my  suffranee, 
men  wolden  do  to  nie  so  muchel  A-ileinye, 
that  I  mighte  neither  here  it  ne  sustene  ;  / 
and  so  sholde  I  been  put  and  holden  over 
2655  lowe.  /  For  men  se\-u  :  ''in  muchel 
suffringe  shul  manyo  thiiiges  falle  un-to 
thee  Avhiche  thou  shalt  nat  mowe 
suffre." '  / 

§  44.     '  Certes,'     quod     Prudence,     '  I 
grannie  yow  that  o%er  muchel  suffraunce 
nis  nat  good  ;  /  but  yet  ne  folweth  it  nat 
ther-of,  that  eveiy  persone  to  Avhom  men 
doon  vileinye  take  of  it  vengeance  ;  /  for 
that  apertoncth  and  longeth  al  only  to 
the  juges,  for  they  shul  venge  the  ^•ileinyes 
and  iniuries.  /      And  ther-fore  tho  two 
auctoritecs  that  j-e  lian  sej-d  above,  been 
2660  only  understonden    in   the  juges  ;  /    for 
whan    they    suffren     over     muchel    the 
wronges   and  the   -^ileinj-es   to   be    doon 
withouten   punisshinge,  /    they   sompne 
nat  a  man  al  only  for  to  do  newe  wronges, 
but  they  comanden  it.  /  Also  a  wys  man 
seith  :  that  "the  jugc  that  correcteth  nat 
the  sinnere  comandeth  and  biddeth  him 
do  sinne."  /   And  the  juges  and  sovereyns 
jnighten  in  hir  land  so  muchel  suffre  of 
the  shrewes  and  misdoeres,  /  that  they 
sholden  by  swich  suffranee,  by  procos  of 
tyme,  wexon  of  swich  power  and  might, 
that  they  sholden  putte  out   the  juges 
2665  and  the  soverc;\'ns  from  hir  places.  /  and 
atte   laste   maken    hem   lesen   hir   lord- 
shipos.  / 

§  45.  But    lat   us   now   putte,  that   ye 


have  leve  to  ^■enge  yow.  /  I  seye  ye  been 
nat  of  might  and  power  as  now  to  vengo 
j'ow.  /  For  if  ye  wole  maken  comjiarisoun 
un-to  the  might  of  j'our  adversaries,  yc^ 
shul  fiude  in  manye  tliinges,  that  I  have 
shewed  yow  er  this,  that  hir  condicioun 
is  bettre  than  j-oures.  /  And  therfore 
seye  I,  that  it  is  good  as  now  that  j-e 
suffre  and  l)e  pacient.  /  2670 

§  46.  rorther-more,yeknowen  welthat, 
after  the  comune  sawe,  "  it  is  a  woodnesse 
a  man  to  stryve  with  a  stronger  or  a  more 
mighty  man  than  he  is  liim-self ;  /  ami 
for  to  strj-^-e  with  a  man  of  evene  strengthe, 
that  is  to  seyn,  with  as  strong  a  man  as 
he,  it  is  peril ;  /  and  for  to  strj-A-e  with  a 
•  weyker  man,  it  is  folie."  /     And  therfore- 
sholde  a  man  flee  stryvinge  as  muchel  ,is 
he  mighte.  /     For  Salomon  seith  :  "it  is 
a  greet  worship  to  a  man  to  kepen  him 
fro   noyse   and   stryf."  /     And    if    it    so  267= 
bifalle  or  happe  that  a  man  of  grettcr 
might  and  strengthe  than  thou  art  do 
thee  grevaunce,  /  studie  and  bisie  thee 
rather  to  stille  the  same  grevaunce,  than 
I  for  to  venge  thee.  /     For   Senek   seith  : 
1  that  "  he  putteth  him  in  greet  peril  that 
stryveth  with  a  gretter  man  than  he  is 
liim-self."  /     And   Catoun   seith:    "if  a 
man  of  hjer  estaat  or  degree,  or  more- 
mighty  than  thou,  do  thee  anoj'  or  gre- 
vaunce,  suffre  him ;  /  for  he  that   ones 
hath   greved    thee    maj-    another    tj-me 
releve  thee    and  helpo."  /     Yet   sette   I  268c 
caas,  ye  have  bothe  might  and  licence  for 
to  venge  yow.  /     I  seye,  that  ther  be  ful 
manye  thinges  that  shul  restreyne  j'ow 
of  vengeance-takinge,  /  and   make  yow 
for  to  enclyne  to  suffre,  and  for  to  han 
pacience  in  the  thinges   that   ban   been 
doon  to  yow.  /     First  and  foreward,  if  ye 
wole  considere  the  defautes  that  been  in 
yoiir  owene  persone,  /  for  whiche  defantcs 
god  hath  suffred  yow  have  this  tribula- 
cioun,  as  I  liave  seyd  yow  heer-biforn.  /  268; 
Fot-    tlio    poete    seith,   that    "we    oghte 
paciently   taken    the    tribulacions    that 
comen  to  us,  whan  we  thinken  and  con- 
sideren  that  •  we  han   deserved  to  have 
;  hem."/     And  Seint  Gregorie  seith  :  that 
"  whan  a  man  considereth  wel  the  nombre 
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of  hiso  tlefaiites  and  of  liis  sinnes,  /  the 
peyiiea  and  the  tribulaciotins  tliat  he 
snffreth  semen  the  lesse  vin-to  liym ;  / 
tmd  in-as-mucho  as  him  thinketli  hiso 
sinnes  more  lievy  anil  grevons,  /  in-so- 
muche  semeth  his  peyne  the  Lighter  ami 

690  the  esier  un-to  him."  /  Also  ye  owen  to 
cnclyne  and  howe  your  herte  to  take  the 
pacience  of  our  lord  Joan  Crist,  as  seith 
seint  Peter  in  liiso  epistles :  /  "  Jesii 
Crist,"'  ho  seith,  ■'  hath  suffred  for  us, 
and  yeven  ensample  to  every  man  to 
folwo  and  sewo  hira  ;  /  for  he  dido  never 
sinne,  no  never  cam  ther  a  vileinous 
■word  out  of  his  mouth  :  /  whan  men 
cnrsed  him,  he  cursed  hem  noght ;  and 
whan  men  betten  liim,  he  manaced  hem 
noght."  /  Also  the  grete  pacience,  which 
the  seintes  that  been  in  paradys  lian  had 
in  tribulaciouns  that  they  han  y-suffred, 

695  with-outen  hir  desert  or  gilt,  /  oghte 
mnchel  stiren  yow  to  pacience.  /  Forther- 
more,  ye  sholde  enforce  yow  to  have 
pacience,  /  consideringe  tliat  the  tribu- 
•  laciouns  of  this  world  but  litel  whyle 
endure,  and  sone  passed  been  and 
goon.  /  And  the  joye  that  a  m<'in 
soketh  to  have  by  pacience  in  triba- 
lacioun^^  is  perdurable,  cafter  that  the 
apostle  seith  in  his  epistle  :  /  •'  the  joye 
of  god,"  he  seith,  •'  is  perdurable,"  that  is 

700  to  seyn,  everla.stinge.  /  Also  troweth 
and  bileveth  stedofastly,  that  lie  nis  nat 
wel  y-norisseil  ne  wel  j-taught,  that  can 
nat  have  pacience  or  woj  nat  receyve 
pacience.  /  For  Salomon  seith :  that  "  the 
doctrine  and  tlio  wit  of  a  man  is  kuoweu 
by  pacience."  /  And  in  another  place  he 
seith  :  that  "  ho  that  is  pacient  governeth 
him  by  greet  prudence."  /  And  the  same 
Salomon  seith  :  "  the  angry  and  wrathful 
man  maketh  noyses,  and  the  pacient  man 
utempreth  hem  and  stilleth."  /  He  seith 
also:  "it  is  more  worth  to  be  pacient 
05  than  for  to  be  right  strong ;  /  and  he  that 
may  have  the  lordshipe  of  his  owene 
lierto  is  more  to  ijreyse,  tlian  he  that 
by  his  force  or  strengthe  taketli  greto 
uitees."  /  And  therfore  seith  seint  Jame 
in  his  epistle :  tliat  "  pacience  is  a  greet 
vertu  of  perfeccioun.'' '  / 


§  47.  '  Certes,'  quod  Melibce,  '  I  graunto 
yow,  dame  Prtidence,  that  pacience  is 
a  greet  vertu  of  perfeccioun  :/  but  every 
man  may  nat  have  the  perieccioun  that 
yc  sekcn ;  /  nc  I  nam  nat  of  the  nombro 
of  right  partite  men,  /  for  myii  herte  may 
never  been  in  pees  tin-to  the  tyme  it  bo 
venged./  And  al-be-it  so  that  it  was 
greet  peril  to  myne  eiiemys,  to  do  mo 
a  vileinj'O  in  takiugo  vengeance  iip-on 
me,  /  yet  token  they  noon  hedc  of  the 
peril,  but  fiiliilleden  hir  wikked  wil  and 
hir  corage.  /  And  therlbre,  me  thiuketh 
men  oghten  nat  reprevo  me,  though  I 
putte  me  in  a  litel  peril  for  to  venge  me,  / 
and  thoug^j.  I  do  a  g^eet  excesses  that  is 
to  seyn,  that  I  venge  oon  outrage  by 
another.'  / 

§  48.  '  A ! '  quod  dame  Prudence,  '  ye 
sej-n  your  wil  and  as  yow  lyketh  ;  /  but 
in  no  caas  of  the  world  a  man  sholde  nat 
doon  outrage  ne  excesse  for  to  vengen 
him.  /  For  Cassidoro  seith :  that  "  as 
yvel  doth  he  that  vengeth  him  by  outrage, 
as  he  that  doth  the  outrage."  /  And 
therfore  ye  shul  venge  yow  after  the 
ordre  of  right,  that  is  to  seyn  by  the  lawe, 
and  noght  by  excesse  ne  by  outrage.  / 
And  also,  if  ye  wol  venge  yow  of  the  out- 
rage of  yovxr  adversaries  in  other  maner 
than  right  comandeth,  ye  sinnen  ;  /  and 
therfore  seith  Senek  :  that  ''a  man  shal 
never  vengen  slirewednesse  by  shrewed- 
nesse."  /  And  if  ye  seye,  that  right  axetU 
a  mau  to  defenden  violence  by,  violence, 
and  fighting  by  fighting,  /  certes  ye  seye 
sooth,  whan  the  defense  is  doon  anon 
with-outen  intervallo  or  with-outen  tary- 
ing  or  delay,  /  for  to  defenden  him  anil 
nat  for  to  vengen  him.  /  And  it  bihoveth 
that  a  man  putte  swicli  attemperance 
in  his  defence,  /  that  men  have  no 
cause  no  matere  to  roprcven  him  that 
defendeth  him  of  excesse  and  outrage ; 
for  elles  were  it  agayli  resoun.  /  Pardee, 
ye  knowen  wel,  that  yo  maken  no  de- 
fence as  now  for  to  defende  yow,  but  for 
to  venge  yow  ;  /  and  so  scweth  it  that  yc 
han  no  wil  to  do  your  dcdo  attemprely.  / 
And  therfore,  me  thinketh  that  pacionco 
is  good.     For  Salomon  seith  :  that  '•  ho 
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that    is    nnt    pacicut    slial    have    greet 
harm." '  / 

^  49.  '  fortes,'  quod  ^[oliljf'P,  '  I  grnnntc 
jow,  that  vlian  n  man  is  inpacieut  and 
VToth,  of  that  that  toncheth  him  noght 
and  that  apertonoth  nat  un-tohim,  thongh 

2730  it  harme  liim,  it  is  no  wonder.  /  For  the 
lawe  eoith  :  that  "ho  is  eonpable  that 
entrenictteth  or mcdlcth  witli  swich  thyng 
ns  ni>ertcnetli  nat  un-to  him."  /  And 
Salomon  soith :  that  "  he  that  entre- 
inetteth  him  of  the  noyse  or  stryf  of 
finother  man,  is  lyk  to  him  that  taketh 
an  hoiind  by  the  eres."  /  Tor  right  as  he 
that  taketh  a  strannge  honnd  by  the  eres 
is  oixtherwhyle  biten  with  Uie  hound,  / 
right  in  the  same  wyse  is  it  resoun  that  ho 
have  harm,  that  by  his  inpacience  med- 
leth  hini  of  the  noyse  of  another  man, 
vher-as  it  apertenetli  nat  nn-to  him.  / 
But  ye  knowen  wel  that  this  dede,  that  is 
to  scyn,  my  grief  and  my  disese,  tovicheth 

2735  mc  riglit  ny.  /  And  tlierfore,  though  I 
Le  -wToth  and  inpacient,  it  is  no  nier- 
^-eUle.  /  And  savinge  j'onr  grace,  I  can 
nat  seen  that  it  mighte  greetly  harme 
mo  though  I  toko  veugeaunce  ;  /  for  I  am 
richer  and  more  mighty  tlian  myne  ene- 
mje  been.  /  And  wcl  knowen  ye,  that 
by  moneye  and  by  havinge  grete  posses- 
feions  been  nil  the  thinges  of  this  world 
governed.  /      And   Salomon  seith  :   that 

2740  "alio  thinges  obeyen  to  moneye."  '  / 

^  GO.  AVhan  Prudence  hadde  herd  hir 
hoiisboncje  avanten  him  of  his  richosse 
and  of  his  moneye,  dispreisingc  the 
power  of  hise  adversaries,  she  spak,  and 
seyde  in  this  wyse  :  /  '  certes,  dere  sir,  I 
grannte  yow  that  j'o  been  rich  and 
mighty,  /  and  that  the  richesses  been 
goodo  to  licm  that  hau  wel  y-geten  hem 
nnd  wel  conne  usen  hem.  /  For  right  as 
the  body  of  a  man  may  nat  liven  with- 
oute  the  soule,  namore  may  it  live  with- 
outen  temporcl  good6s.  /    And  hy  lichesses 

C745  may  a  man  gote  him  grete  freendes.  / 
And  thcrfore  seith  I'amphilles  :  "  if  a  net- 
herdcs  doghter,"  eeith  he,  "  be  riche,  she 
may  cheseu  of  a  thousand  mon  which  she 
wol  take  to  hir  houslK)ndo ;  /  for,  of 
a  thousand  men,  oon  wol  nat  forsaken 
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hir  ne  refnsen  hir."  /     And   this  Pam- 
philles  seith  also :    "  if   thou    be    right 
happy,  that  is  to  soyn,  if  thou  be  right 
riche,  thou  shalt  find  a  greet  nombre  of 
felawes  hnd  freendes.  /     And  if  thy  for- 
tune change  that  thou  wexe  povre,  fare- 
wel  freendshipe  and  folaweshipe  ;  /    for 
thoii  shalt  bo  allone  with-outen  any  com- 
panye,  but-if  it  be  the  companye  of  povre 
folk."  /    And  yet  seith  this  Pamphilles  275 
moreover:  that  "they  that  been  thralle 
and  bondc  of  linage  shullen  been  maad 
worthy   and   noble   by    the   richesses."  / 
And  right  so  as  by  richesses  ther  comen 
manye  goodes,  right  so  by  poverte  come 
ther  manye   harmes  and   yveles.  /     For 
greet  poverte  constroyneth  a  man  to  do 
manj'e    yveles.  /     And   tlierfore   clepeth 
Cassidore  poverte  "the  moder  of  mine,"/ 
that    is    to    seyn,    the    moder    of  over- 
throwinge  or  fallinge  doun.  /     And  tlier- 
fore seith   Piers   Alfouoe  :   "0011  of  the 
gretteste   adversitees  of  this   world  is/ 
whan  a  free  man,  by  kinde  or  by  burthe, 
is   constreyned   by  poverte   to   eten   the 
alinesse  of  his  eneniy."  /     And  the  same 
seith   Innocent   in    oon    of  hise    bokes ; 
he  seith  :  that  "  sorweful  and  mishappy 
is  the  condicioun  of  a  povre  begger ;  / 
for  if  he  axe  nat  his  mete,  he  dj^eth  for 
hunger  ;  /  and  if  he  axe,  ho  dyeth   for 
shame;  and  algates  neccssitce  constrej-u- 
eth  him  to  axe."/     And  therfore  seith  27< 
Salomon  :  that  "  bet  it  is  to  dye  than  for 
to  havo  swich  poverte."  /     And   as  the 
same  Salomon  seith  :  "bettre  it  is  to  dye 
of  bitter  deeth  than  for  to  liven  in  swich 
w;^'se."/     By   thise  resons  that   I  have 
seid  un-to  j'ow,  and   by  manye   othere 
resons  that  1  coude  seye,  /  I  graunte  yow 
that  richesses  been  goode  to  hem   that 
geten  hem  wel,  and  to  hem  that  wel  usen 
tho  I'ichessos.  /    And  therfore  wol  I  shcwe 
j-ow  how  ye  shul  havo  ^'o^^',  and  how  ye 
shut  here  yow  in  gaderinge  of  richesses, 
nnd  ill  what  manere  ye  shul  usen  hem.  /  2j( 

§  51.  First,  ye  ehul  geten  hem  with- 
outen  greet  desyr,  by  good  leyser  sokinglj-, 
and  nat  over  hastily.  /  For  a  man  that 
is  to  dosyringe  to  gete  richesses  abaun- 
doncth  him  first  to  thefte  and  to  alio 
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other  yveles.  /  Aiul  thcrfore  soith  Salo- 
mon :  "  he  that  hastcth  him  to  bisily  to 
%vexe  riche  whal  be  noon  innocent."  /  He 
seith  also  :  that  "  the  richesse  that  hastily 
Cometh  to  a  man,  sone  and  lightly  gooth 
and  passeth  fro  n  man  ;  /  but  that  richesse 
that  cometh  litel  and  litel  wexeth  alwey 
2770  Rnd  multiplyeth."  /  And  sir,  ye  shul 
Preten  richesses  by  your  wit  and  by  your 
travaille  un-to  your  proiit ;  /  and  that 
■with-outen  wrong  or  harm-doingo  to  any 
other  persone.  /  For  the  la  we  seith  :  that 
"  ther  maketh  no  man  himselven  riohe, 
if  he  do  harm  to  another  wight  "  ;  /  this 
is  to  Beyn,  that  nature  defendeth  and  for- 
bedeth  by  right,  that  no  man  malce  him- 
self riche  iin-to  the  harm  of  another 
perSone.  /  And  Tullius  seith  :  that  "  no 
Borwe  ne  no  drede  of  deeth,  no  no-thing 
S775  that  mayfalle  nn-to  a  man  /  issomuchol 
ir  agayns  nature,  as  a  man  to  encressen  his 
owene  profit  to  the  harm  of  another  man.  / 
Alid  though  the  grcte  men  and  the  mighty 
men  geten  richesses  more  lightly  than 
thou,  /  yet  slialtou  nat  been  ydel  ne  slow- 
to  do  thy  profit ;  for  thou  shalt  in  alle 
■wyse  flee  ydelnesse. "  /  For  Salomon 
6eith  :  that  "ydelnesse  techeth  a  man  to 
do  manye  j^eles."  /  And  the  same  Salo- 
mon seith  :  that  "  he  that  travailleth  and 
bisieth  him  to  tilien  his  land,  shaJ  eten 
780  breed  ;  /  but  he  that  is  ydel  and  casteth 
him  to  no  bisinesse  ne  occupacioun,  shal 
falle  in-to  povorte,  and  dye  for  hunger."  / 
And  he  that  is  ydel  and  slow  can  never 
finde  covenablc  tyme  for  to  doon.  his 
profit.  /  For  ther  is  a  versifiour  seith  : 
that  "the  ydel  man  excuseth  hym  in 
winter,  b^'  cause  of  the  grete  cold  ;  and  in 
somer,  bj'  enchesoun  of  the  hete."  /  For 
thise  causes  seith  Caton  :  "  waketh  and 
enclyncth  nat  yow  o\'er  mnchel  for  to 
slepe ;  for  over  muchcl  reste  norisseth 
and  causeth  manye  vices."  /  And  ther- 
foro  seith  seint  Jerome  :  "  doth  sonxmo 
gode  dedes,  that  the  devel  which  is  our 
7S5  enemy  ne  finde  yow  nat  nnoccupied."  / 
For  the  devol  ne  taketli  nat  lightly  un-to 
his  ■werkinge  swiche  as  he  fiudeth  occu- 
pied in  gode  werkes."  / 
§  52.  Thanne  thiis,  in  getinge  richesses, 


ye  mosten  flee  ydelnesse.  /  And  aftor- 
ward,  ye  shul  use  the  richesses,  whiche  ya 
have  geten  by  your  wit  and  by  your 
travaUle,  /  in  swich  a  manere,  that  men 
holde  luit  yow  to  scars,  ne  to  sparinge,  ne 
to  fool-large,  tliat  is  to  seyn,  over-large 
a  spender.  /  For  right  as  men  blamcn 
an  avaricious  man  by-cause  of  his  scarsetee 
and  ehincherye,  /  in  the  same  wyse  is  he  2790 
to  blame  that  speudetli  o^■c■^  largely.  / 
And  therfore  seitli  Caton  :  "use,"  he  seith, 
"  thy  richesses  that  thou  hast  geten  /  in 
swich  a  manere,  that  men  have  no  matere 
ne  cause  to  calle  thee  neither  wrecche  no 
chinche  ;  for  it  is  a  greet  shame  to  a  man 
to  have  a  povero  herte  and  a  riche  jjurs,"  / 
He  seith  also  :  "  the  goodcs  that  thou  hast 
y-geten,  use  hem  by  mesure,"  that  is  to 
seyn,  spende  hem  mesurablj- ;  /  for  thej-  2795 
that  folily  wasten  and  despenden  the 
goodes  that  they  han,  /  whan  they  han 
namore  propre  of  hir  owene,  they  shapen 
hem  to  take  the  goodes  of  another  man.  / 
I  seye  thanne,  that  ye  shul  floen  avarice ;  / 
nsinge  your  richesses  in  swich  manere, 
that  men  seye  nat  that  your  richesses 
been  y-bitried,  /  but  that  ye  have  hem  in 
your  might  and  in  your  weeldlnge.  /  For  j8oo 
a  w-s  man  repreveth  the  avaricious  man, 
and  seith  thvis,  in  two  vers:/  "wherto 
and  why  bnrieth  a  man  hise  goodes  by  his 
grete  avarice,  and  knoweth  wel  thatnedes 
moste  he  dj'e  :  /  for  deeth  is  the  ende  of 
every  man  as  in  this  present  Ij'f."  /  And 
for  what  cause  or  onchesoun  joyneth  he 
him  or  knitteth  he  him  so  faste  iin-to 
hise  goodes,  /  that  alle  his  wittes  mowen 
nat  disseveren  him  or  departen  him  from, 
hise  goodes  ;  /  and  knoweth  wel,  oroghte  2S05 
knowe,  that  whan  he  is  deed,  he  shal  no- 
thing here  with  him  out  of  this  world?/ 
And  ther-fore  seith  seint  Aiigustin  :  that 
"the  avaricious  nian  is  likned  un-to 
helle ;  /  that  the  more  it  swelweth,  the 
more  desyr  it  hath  to  swelwe  and  de- 
voure."  /  And  as  wel  as  ye  wolde  eschewe 
to  be  called  an  avaricious  man  or  chinche,/ 
as  wel  sholdc  ye  kepe  yovr  and  governe 
yow  in  swich  a  wyse  that  men  calle  yow 
nat  JFool-large.  /  Therfore  seith  TirUius  :  2810 
"  the  goodes,"  he  seith,  "  of  thyn  hous  ne 
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sliolde  nai  been  hid,  ne  kept  so  cloos  but 
that  they  mighte  been  opened  by  pitee 
and  debonairetee  "  ;  /  that  is  to  seyn,  to 
yeven  part  to  hem  that  han  greet  nede ;  / 
••  ne  thy  goodes  shnllen  nat  been  so 
opene,  to  been  every  niannes  goodeS."  / 
Afterward,  in  getinge  of  yoiir  richesses 
and  in  \isiiigG  hem,  ye  shul  alwey  have 
three  thinges  in  j-our  herte  ;  /  that  is  to 
seyn,  our  lord  god,  conscience,  and  good 

2815  name.  /  First,  ye  sliul  have  god  in  your 
herte  ;  /  and  for  no  richesse  ye  shviUen  do 
no-thing,  which  may  in  any  manere  dis- 
plese  god,  that  isyour  creatour  and  maker.  / 
For  after  the  word  of  Salomon  :  "  it  is 
bettre  to  have  a  litel  good  with  the  love  of 
god,  /  than  to  have  mucliel  good  and 
tresour,  and  lese  the  love  of  his  lord  god."/ 
And  the  prophete  seith  :  tliat  ''  bettre  it 
is  to  been  a  good  man  and  have  litel  good 

2820  and  tresour,  /  than  to  beeti  hoi  den  a  shrewe 
and  have  grete  richesses."  /  And  yet 
seye  I  ferthermore,  that  ye  sholde  alwey 
doon  your  bisinesse  to  gete yow  richesses,/ 
so  that  ye  gete  hem  with  good  consci- 
ence. /  And  th'apostle  seith  :  that  "ther 
nis  thing  in  this  world,  of  which  we 
sholden  have  so  greet  joye  as  whan  our 
conscience  bereth  us  good  witnesse."  / 
And  the  wj-se  man  seith  :  "  the  substance 
of  a  man  is  ful  good,  wlian  siiine  is  nat 

2825  in  mannes  conscience."/  Afterward,  in 
getinge  of  your  richesses,  and  in  usinge 
of  hem,  /  yow  moste  have  greet  bisinesse 
and  greet  diligence,  that  your  goode  name 
be  alwey  kept  and  conserved.  /  For 
.Salomon  seith  :  that  "  bettre  it  is  and 
more  it  availleth  a  man  to  have  a  good 
name,  than  for  to  have  grete  richesses."  / 
And  therfore  he  seith  in  another  jjluco  : 
'•do  greet  diligence,"  seith  Salomon,  "  in 
keping  of  thy  frecnd  and  of  thy  gode 
name ;  /  for  it  shal  lenger  abide  with  thee 

7830  than  any  tresour,  be  it  never  so  precious."  / 
And  certes  he  sholde  nat  be  called  a  gentil 
jnan,  that  after  god  and  good  conscience, 
alle  thinges  left,  ne  dootli  his  diligence 
and  bisinesse  to  kepen  his  good  name.  / 
And  Cassidore  seith  :  that  "  it  is  signe  of 
a  gentil  herte,  whan  a  man  loveth  and 
desyreth  to  lian  a  gooil  name."  /     And 


therfore  seith  seint  Augustin  :  that  "  ther 
been  two  thinges  that  am  neeessario  and 
nedefullc,  /  and  that  is  good  conscience 
and  good  loos  ;  /  that  is  to  seyn,  good 
conscience  to  thyn  owene  persono  inward, 
and  good  loos  for  thy  neighcbore  out- 
ward." /  And  he  that  tmsteth  him  so 
muchel  in  his  gode  conscience,  /  that  lie 
displeseth  and  setteth  at  noght  his  gode 
name  or  loos,  and  rekketh  noght  though 
he  kepe  nat  his  gode  name,  nis  but  a  cruel 
cherl.  / 

§  53.  Sire,  now  have  I  shewed  yow  how 
ye  shul  do  in  getinge  richesses,  and  how 
ye  shnllen  usen  hem ;  /  and  I  see  wel, 
that  for  the  trust  that  yo  han  in  youre 
richesses,  ye  wole  moeve  werre  and 
bataille.  /  I  conseille  yow,  that  ye  bi- 
ginne  no  werre  in  trust  of  youi-  richesses ; 
for  they  ne  suffysen  noght  weixes  to  mayn- 
tene.  /  And  therfore  seith  a  philosophre  : 
"  that  man  that  desyreth  and  wole  algates 
han  werre,  shal  never  have  suflisauncc  ;  / 
for  the  richer  that  he  is,  the  gretter 
despenses  moste  he  make,  if  he  wole  have 
worship  and  victorie."  /  And  Salomon 
seith  :  that  "  the  gretter  richesses  that 
a  man  hath,  the  mo  despendours  he 
hath."  /  And  dere  sire,  al-be-it  so  that 
for  your  richesses  ye  mowe  have  muchel 
ftjlk,  /  yet  bihoveth  it  nat,  ne  it  is  nat 
good,  to  biginne  werre,  where-as  ye  mowo 
in  other  manere  have  pees,  un-to  your 
worship  and  profit.  /  For  the  victories 
of  batailles  that  been  in  this  world,  lycn 
nat  in  greet  nombre  or  multitude  of  the 
l^eple  ne  in  the  vertu  of  man  ;  /  but  it 
lyth  in  the  wil  and  in  the  hand  of  our 
lord  god  almighty.  /  And  therfore  Judas 
Machabeus,  which  was  goddes  knight,  / 
whan  he  sliolde  figlito  agayn  his  advcr- 
sarie  that  hadde  a  greet  nombre,  and 
a  gretter  multitude  of  folk  and  strenger 
than  was  this  peplo  of  Machabee,  /  yet 
ho  reconfortcd  his  litel  comjianye,  and 
seydc  right  in  this  wyse  :  /  "  als  lightly," 
quod  he,  "may  our  lord  god  almighty 
yeve  victorie  to  a  fewe  folk  as  to  many 
folk  ;  /  for  the  victorie  of  bataile  cometli 
nat  })y  tlio  grete  nombre  of  peple,  /  but  it 
cometh  from  our  lord  god  of  hevene. '/ 
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And  dcre  sir,  for  ps  muchel  as  there  is 
no  man  certcin,  if  he  bo  worthy  that  god 
yeve  him  victorie,  [f  namore  than  he  is 
certein  whether  he  be  worthj'  of  the  love 
of  god]  or  nang-ht,  after  that  Salomon 
seith,  /  therfore  eveiy  man  sholde  greetly 

2855  drede  werres  to  biginne.  /  And  by-cause 
that  in  batailles  fallen  manye  perils,  /  and 
happeth  oxither-while,  that  as  sone  is  the 
grete  man  slcyn  as  the  litel  man  ;  /  and, 
as  it  is  ■written  in  the  seoonde  book  of 
Kinges,  "the  dedes  of  batailles  been 
aventurouse  and  nothing  certeyne;/  for 
as  lightly  is  oon  hurt  with  a  spere  as 
another."  /  And  for  ther  is  gret  peril  in 
werre,  thorfore  sholde  a  man  flee  and 
cschewe    werre,     in     as     mnchel    as    a 

i860  man  may  goodly.  /  For  Salomon  seith  : 
"  he  that  loveth  peril  shal  falle  in 
peril."'/ 

§  54.  After  that  Dame  Prudence  hadde 
spoken  in  this  mancre,  Melibee  answerde 
and  seyde,  /  '  I  see  wol,  dame  Prudence, 
that  by  your  faire  wordes  and  by  your 
resons  that  ye  han  shewed  me,  that  the 
werre  lyketli  yow  no-thing  ;  /  btit  I  have 
nat  j'et  herd  your  conseil,  how  I  shal  do 
in  this  nede.'  / 

§55.  'Cei-tes,'  quod  she,  'I-conseille 
j'ow  that  ye  accorde  with  youre  adver- 
865  saries,  and  that  ye  have  pees  -Nvith  hem.  / 
For  seint  Jame  seith  in  liise  epistles  :  that 
"  by  concord  and  pecs  the  smale  richesses 
wexen  grete.  /  and  by  deba^t  and  discord 
■  the  grete  riclaesses  fallen  doun."  /  And 
ye  knowen  wel  that  oon  of  the  gretteste 
and  most  sovereyn  thing,  that  is  in  this 
world,  is  unitee  and  pees.  /  And  ther- 
fore seyde  cure  lord  Jesu  Crist  to  hise 
apostles  in  this  wyse  :  /  "  wel  happy  and 
blessed  been  the.v  that  loven  and  pur- 
chacen  pees  ;  for  they  been  called  children 
870  of  god."  '  /  '  A  ! '  quod  Melibee,  '  now  see 
I  wel  that  ye  loven  nut  myn  honour 
ne  my  worsliipe.  /  Ye  knowen  wel  that 
myno  adversaries  hau  bigonnen  this 
debaat  and  brige  by  hir  outrage  ;  /  and 
ye  see  wel  that  they  no  requeren  ne 
preyen  me  nat  of  pees,  ne  they  askcn  nat 
to  be  roconsiled.  /  Wol  ye  thanne  that 
I  go  and  meke  me  and  obeye  me  to  hem, 


and  crye  hem  mercy?/     For  sothc,  that 
were  nat  my  worship.  /     For  right  as  men  2S75 
seyn,   that   "  over-greet    homlinesse    en- 
gendreth  disprcysingc,"  so  fareth  it  by  to 
greet  humj-litee  or  mekenesse.'  / 

§  56.  Thanne  bigan  dame  Prudence  to 
maken  semblant  of  wratthe,  and  seyde,  / 
'  certes,  sir,  sauf  your  grace,  I  love  your 
honour  and  your  profit  as  I  do  mjm 
owene,  and  ever  have  doon ;  /  ne  ye  ne 
noon  other  syen  never  the  contrarie.  / 
And  yit,  if  I  hadde  seyd  that  ye  sholde 
han  jiurchaced  the  pees  and  the  recon- 
siliacioun,  I  ne  hadde  nat  muchel  mis- 
taken me,  ne  seyd  amis.  /  For  the  wyse  2880 
man  seith :  "  the  dissensioun  biginneth  by 
another  man,  and  the  reconsiling  bi- 
ginneth by  thj-'Self."  /  And  the  prophete 
seith  :  "  flee  shrewednesse  and  do  good- 
nesse ;  /  seke  pees  and  folw£  it,  as  muchel 
as  in  thee  is."  /  Yet  seye  I  nat  that  ye 
shul  rather  pursue  to  your  adversaries  for 
pees  than  the\-  sluilii  to  yow ;  /  for  I 
knowe  wel  that  ye  been  so  hard-herted, 
that  ye  wol  do  no-thing  for  me.  /  And  2885 
Salomon  seith  :  "  he  that  hath  over-hard 
an  hei-te,  atte  laste  he  shal  mishappe  and 
naistyde."  '  / 

g  57.  "\Yhanne  Melibee  hadde  herd  dame 
Prudence  maken  semblant  of  wratthe,  he 
seyde  in  this  wyse,  /  '  dame,  I  prey  yow 
that  ye  be  nat  displesed  of  thinges  that  I 
seye  ;  /  for  ye  knowe  wel  that  I  am  angry 
and  WTootli,  and  that  is  no  wonder ;  / 
and  they  that  been  wrothe  witen  nat  wel 
what  they  doon,  ne  what  they  seyn.  /  2890 
Therfore  the  prophete  seith:  that  "troii- 
bled  eyen  han  no  cleer  sighte."  /  But 
seyeth  and  conseilcth  me  as  3'ow  lyketh  ; 
for  I  am  redy  to  do  right  as  ye  wol 
desyre ;  /  and  if  ye  rcpreve  me  of  my 
folj-e,  I  am  the  more  holdcn  to  love  yow 
and  to  prej'se  yow.  /  For  Salomon  seith  : 
that  "  he  that  repreveth  him  that  doth 
folyc,  /  he  shal  finde  gretter  grace  than 
he  that  decej^eth  him  by  swete  wordes."'  /  2895 

§  58.  Thanne  seide  dame  Prudence,  '  I 
make  no  semblant  of  -wratthe  ne  anger 
but  for  your  grete  profit.  /  For  Salomon 
seith  :  "  he  is  more  worth,  that  repreveth 
or  chydeth  a  fool  for  his  folye,  shewinge 
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liim  semblant  of  wratthe,  /  than  he  that 
supportcth  him  and  preyseth  him  in  his 
misdoinge,  and  hiugheth  at  hi3  folye."  / 
And  this  same  Salomon  seith  afterward  : 
that  "by  the  sorwelul  visage  of  a  man," 
that  is  to  seyn,  by  the  sory  and  hevy 
counteuaiuice  of  a  man,  /  "the  fool  cor- 
2000  recteth  ar.d  amondeth  hira-self."  '  / 

§  59.  Tlianne  seyde  Melibee,  'I  shal 
nat  conno  answere  to  so  manye  faire 
resouns  as  ye  putten  to  me  and  shewen.  / 
Seyeth  shortly  your  wil  and  your  conseil, 
and  I  am  al  ready  to  fuliille  and  par- 
four  ne  it.'  / 

§  60.  Tlianne  dame  Prudence  discovered 
al  hir  wil  to  him,  and  seyde,  /  '  I  conseille 
yow,'  quod  she, '  aboveu  alle  thinges,  that 
ye  make  pees  bitweno  god  and  yow ;  / 
and  beth  reconsiled  un-to  him  and  to  his 
■2905  grace.  /     For  as  I  have  seyd  yow  heer- 
bifom,  god  hafli  suffred  yow  to  have  this 
tribulacioun  and  disese  for  your  sinnes.  / 
And  if  ye  do  as  I  sey  yow,  god  wol  sende 
your  adversaries  un-to  yow,  /  and  maken 
hem  fallen  at  yoiu-  feet,  redy  to  do  your 
wil    and    your    comandements.  /       For 
Salomon  seith  :    "  whan  the  condicioun 
of  man  is  plesaunt  and  liliinge  to  god,  /  he 
chaungeththe  hcrtes  of  the  mannes  adver- 
saries, and  constrejmeth  hem  to  biseken 
2910  him  of  pees  and  of  grace."  /     And  I  prey 
yow,  lat  me  speke  with  yoitr  adversaries 
in  privee  place ;  /  for  they  shul  nat  knowe 
that  it  be  of  your  wil  or  your  assent.  / 
And  thanne,  whan  I  knowe  hir  wil  and 
hir  entente,  I  may  conseille  yow  the  more 
seurly.'  / 

§  61.    '  Dame,'    quod   Melibee,    '  dooth 
your  wil  and  your  lykinge,  /  for  I  putte 
me  hoolly  in  your  disposicioun  and  or- 
2c/i$  dinaunce.'  / 

§  62.  Thanne  Diuno  Prudence,  whan 
she  saugh  the  godo  wil  of  her  housbonde, 
delibered  and  took  av;-3  in  hii'-self,  / 
thinkingo  how  she  mighte  briiigo  this 
ncdo  un-to  a  good  conclusioun  and  to 
a  good  endc.  /  And  whan  she  saugh  hir 
tyme,  she  sente  for  thise  adversaries  to 
come  un-to  hir  in-to  a  privee  place,  /  and 
shewed  wysly  un-to  licin  the  grcto  goodes 
that    comen    of  pees,/   and    the    grete 


harmes  and  perils  that  been  in  werre ;  /  J920 
and  seyde  to  hem  in  a  goodly  manere, 
how  that  hem  oughte  have  greet  repeut- 
avuice  /  of  the  injurio  and  wrong  that 
they  hadden  doou  to  Melibee  hir  lord,  and 
to  hir,  and  to  hir  doghter.  / 

§  63.  And  whan  they  herden  the  good- 
liche  wordes  of  dame  Prudence,  /  they 
weren  so  surprised  and  ravisshed,  and 
hadden  so  greet  joye  of  hir,  that  wonder 
was  to  telle.  /  '  A  !  lady  ! '  quod  they, 
'  ye  han  shewed  un-to  us  "  the  blessingo 
of  swetnesse,"  after  the  sawe  of  David  the 
prophete ;  /  for  tho  reconsilijige  whicli  -'i^-'S 
we  been  nat  worthy  to  have  inno  manere,/ 
but  we  oghte  requeren  it  with  greet  con- 
tricioun  and  humilitee,  /  ye  of  your  greto 
goodnesse  have  presented  unto  us.  /  Now 
see  we  wel  that  the  science  and  tho  con- 
ninge  of  Salomon  is  ful  trewe ;  /  for  ho 
seith:  that  "swete  wordes  multiplyen 
and  encresen  freendes,  and  maken  shrc wes 
to  be  debonaire  and  meke."  /  2930 

§  64.    Certes,'    quod  they,  '  we   putten 
our  dede  and  al  our  matere  and  cause  al 
hoolly  in  yoiu'  goode  wil ;  /  and  been  redy 
to  obeyo  to  the  speche  and  comandement 
of  my  lord  Melibee.  /     And  therfore,  dere 
and  benigne  lady,  we  preyen  yow  and 
biseke  yow  as  mekely  as  we  conne  and 
mowen,  /  tliat  it  lyke  un-to  your  gi-eto 
goocbiesse  to  fuLfillen  in  dede  your  good- 
lichc  wordes  ;  /    for  wo   consideren    ami 
knowlichen   that  we  han  offended  and 
greved  my  lord  Melibee  out  of  mesure ;  /  -'^3' 
so  ferforth,  that  wo  be  nat  of  power  to 
maken    hise    amendes.  /     And    therfore 
we  oblige  and  binden  us  and  our  freendes 
to  doon  al   his   wil   and   hiso   comande- 
ments. /    But  poraventure  he  hath  swich 
hevinesse  and  swich  wratthe  to  us-ward, 
by-cause  of  our  offence,  /  that  he  wolo 
enjoyne  us  swich  a  peyne  as  we  niowe  nut 
here  no  sustone.  /     Arid  therfore,   nublo 
lady,  we  biselco  to  your  wommanly  pitee,  /  ^g^t 
to  taken  swich  avysenient  in  tliis  nedo, 
that  we,  nc  ovu'  freendes,  be  nat  desherited 
ne  destroyed  thurgh  our  folye.'  / 

§  65.  '  Certes,'  quod  Pnidence,  'it  is  an 
liard  thing  and  right  perilous,  /  that 
a  man  putte  him  al  outrely  in  the  arbi- 
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tracioun  and  juggemeut,  and  iji  thi^  might 
and  power  of  hiso  enen\y3.  /  For  Salomon 
seith  :  "leveth  mo,  ami  yevcth  crodcnco 
to  that  I  shal  sejai  ;  I  seyo,"'  qnod  ho, 
"ye  peple,  folk,  and  governonrs  of  holy 
chirche,  /  to  thy  sono,  to  thy  '?vyf,  to  thy 

?945  freeijd,  ne  to  thy  brother  /  no  yeve  thou 
never  might  ne  maistrie  of  thy  body,  whyl 
thou  livest."  /  Xow  sitheu  he  defondeth, 
that  man  shal  nat  yeven  to  his  brother  ne 
to  his  freend  the  might  of  hia  body,  /  by 
a  strengor  resonn  lie  dcfciulcth  and  for- 
bedeth  a  man  to  ycven  him-self  to  his 
enemy.  /  And  nathelees  I  conseille  yon, 
that  ye  mistruste  nat  my  lord.  /  For 
T  woot  wel  and  knowe  verraily,  that  he  is 

J050  deboiiairo  and  meke,  large,  curteys,  /  and 
nothijig  desyrous  no  covcitous  of  good  ne 
richesse.  /  For  ther  nis  no-thjng  in  this 
world  that  he  desyreth,  save  only  worship 
and  honour.  /  Foi-ther-more  I  knowe 
wel,  and  am  right  seur,  that  ho  shal 
no-thing  doon  in  this  nedo  with-outen 
my  conseil.  /  And  I  shal  so  werken  in 
this  cause,  that,  by  grace  of  our  lord 
god,  ye  shul  been  reconsiled  un-to  us.'  / 

§  66.  Thanna  seydeu  they  with  o  vois, 
'  worshipful  lady,  we  putten  i\3  and  our 
giX)de3  al  fully  in  your  wil  and  disposi- 

205$  cioiin  ;  /  and  been  redy  to  comen,  what 
day  that  it  lyke  nn-to  your  noble§se  to 
limite  us  or  assigue  us,  /  for  to  maken  our 
obligacioun  and  bond  as  strong  as  it 
lyketli  un-to  your  goodnesse  ;  /  that  we 
mowe  fulfiUe  the  wille  of  yow  and  of  my 
lord  Meiibee.'  / 

§  67.  Whan  dame  Prudence  hadde  herd 
the  answeres  of  thise  men,  she  bad 
hem  goon  agayn  privcly ;  /  and  she  re- 
tourucd  to  hir  lord  Meiibee,  and  toldo 
him   how  she  fond  hise  adversaries  ful 

3960  repentant,  /  knowlechinge  ful  lowely  hir 
sinnes  and  trespas,  and  how  they  were 
redy  to  suffren  al  peyne,  /  requiringo 
and  preyinge  him  of  xncrcy  and  piteo.  / 

§  as.  Thanue  seyde  Meiibee,  '  he  is  wei 
worthy  to  have  pardoun  and  foi-yifnessc 
of  hissiune,  that  excuseth  nat  hissinne,  / 
but  kuowlecheth  it  and  repentcth  him, 
axijige  indulgence.  /  For  Seuek  soith  : 
"  ther  is  the  remissioun  and  foi-yifnesse. 


whereas  confessioiin  is  "  ;  /  for  confession  J'/>5 
is  neigheboro  to  innocence,  /  And  ho 
seith  in  another  place:  "ho  that  hath 
shame  for  his  sinne  and  knowlcchcth  it, 
is  worthy  remissioun."  And  therfora  I 
asscnto  and  conferme  me  to  have  pecs  ;  / 
but  it  is  good  that  we  do  it  nat  with-outen 
the  assent  and  wil  of  onr  freendcs.'  / 

§  69.  Thiinne  was  Prudence  right  glad 
and  joyeful,  and  seyde,/  '  Ccitcs,  sir,' 
quod  she,  '  ye  han  wel  and  goodly  an- 
swered. /  For  right  as  by  the  conseil, -^970 
assent,  and  help  of  your  freendcs,  ye  han 
been  stired  to  veugo  yow  and  maken 
werre,  /  right  so  with-outen  hir  conseil 
shul  ye  nat  accorden  yow,  ne  havq  pees 
with  your  adversaries,  /  For  the  lawo 
seith  :  "  ther  nis  no-thing  so  giX)d  by  wf-y 
of  kinde,  as  a  thing  to  been  unbounde  by 
him  that  it  was  y-bounde,"  '  / 

§  70.  And  thanne  damo  Pradence, 
with-outen  delay  or  taryinge,  sente  anon 
hir  messages  for  hir  kin,  and  for  hir  olde 
freeudes  whicho  that  were  trewe  and 
wyso,  /  and  tolde  hem  by  ordre,  in  the 
X>resenco  of  Meiibee,  al  this  matcrc  as  ii, 
is  aboveu  expressed  and  declared  ;  /  aiu\  J975 
preydeu  hem  that  they  woldo  yeven  hir 
avys  and  conseil,  what  best  werg  t<?  doQH 
in  this  nede.  /  And  whan  Meljbeesi 
freeudes  haddo  taken  hir  avys  and  dc-> 
liberacioun  of  the  forseide  matere,  /  and 
hadden  examined  it  by  greet  bisinesso 
and  greet  diligence,  /  they  yave  ful  conseil 
for  to  have  iices  and  reste ;  /  and  that 
Meiibee  sholde  recej^e  with  good  herto 
hise  adversaries  to  foiyifnesse and  mercy./  J980 

§  71.  And  whan  dame  Prudence  hadde 
herd  the  assent  of  hir  lord  Meliboe,  and 
the  conseil  of  hiso  freendea,  /  acc^rdg 
with  hir  wille  and  hir  entencionn,  /  sho 
was  wonderly  glad  in  hir  herto,  and 
seyde  :  /  '  ther  is  an  old  prover^,'  quo4 
sho,  'seith;  that  "the  goodnesse  that 
thou  mayst  do  this  day,  d<>  it ;  /  an4 
abyde  nat  ne  delaye  it  nat  til  to-morw8,"  /  2985 
And  therfore  I  conseillt}  that  ye  senile 
your  messages,  swiche  aa  been  discrete 
and  wyse,  /  un-to  your  adversaries  ;  tel- 
linge  hem,  on  your  biluilve,  /  that  if  they 
wole  trete  of  pees  aiid  of  accord,  /  that 
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•they    shape    horn,   vith-oiiton    dolay  or 
tarjing,   to  comen  un-to  tis.'  /    Which 

xoqo  thing  narfourncd  vas  in  dode.  /  And 
vhanne  thise  trespassours  and  repeutinge 
fiAk  of  hir  folios,  that  is  to  seyn,  the  ad- 
vei-saries  of  Melibce,  /  hadden  herd  what 
thise  messagers  scyden  iin-to  hem,  /  they 
Averen  right  glad  and  joyeful.  and  an- 
swereden  I'ul  mekcly  and  beniguely,  / 
yeUiinge  graces  and  thankinges  to  hir  ; 
lord  Melibee  and  to  ul  his  companye  ;  / 
nnd  shopcn  hem.  vith-otiten  delay,  to  go 
vith  the   messagers,    and   oboyo   to   the 

'995  comandement  of  hir  lord  Melibee,  / 

§  72.  And  right  anon  they  token  hir 
>vey  to  the  court  of  Melibee,  /  and  token 
■with  hem  somme  of  hir  trewe  freendes, 
to  maken  feith  for  hem  and  for  to  been 
Lir  horvves,  /  And  ■\vhan  they  vere 
comen  to  the  presence  of  Melibee,  he  seyde 
hem  thise  -vvordes  :  /  '  it  standeth  thus,' 
quod  Melibee,  '  and  sooth  it  is,  that 
ye,  /  causeless,  and  vith-oiiten  skile  and 

3000  resoun,  /  han .  doon  grete  injiiries  and 
■\rronges  to  me  and  to  my  ■wyf  Prudence, 
and  to  my  doghter  also.  /  For  ye  han 
cntred  in-to  myn  hous  by  violence,  /  and 
have  doon  swich  outrage,  that  alle  men 
knowen  vol  that  ye  have  deserved  the 
deeth  ;  /  and  therfore  wol  I  knowe  and 
vrite  of  j-ow,  /  -whether  ye  wol  putte  the 
imnissement  and  the  chastysiuge  and  the 
vengeance  of  this  outrage  in  the  wil  of 
ine  and  of  my  wyf  Prudence  ;  or  ye  wol 

3005  nat  ? '  / 

§  73.  Thanne  the  wj-seste  of  hem  three 
answerde  for  hem  alle,  and  seyde  :  / 
'  sire,'  quod  he,  '  we  knowen  wel,  that  we 
been  unworthy  to  comen  un-to  the  coiirt 
of  so  greet  a  lord  and  so  worthy  as  ye 
been.  /  F<.«r  we  han  so  g^eetl,^•  mistaken 
xis,  and  han  offended  and  agilt  in  swich 
ft  vyse  agayn  your  heigh  lordshipe,  / 
that  trewcly  we  han  deserved  the  docth./ 
But  yet,  for  the  grete  goodnesse  and 
debonaireteethat  all  the  world  witnesseth 

goio  of  your  pei-sone,  /  we  submitten  us  to  the 
excellence  and  benignitee  of  your  gracious 
lordshipe,  /  and  been  redy  to  obeie  to  alle 
your  comandements  ;  /  bisekinge  yow, 
that  of  your  merciable  pitee  ye  wol  cou- 


sidere  oar  grete  repentaunce  and  lowe 
submissioun,  /  and  graunteu  us  foryeve- 
nesse  of  our  outrageous  trespas  and  of- 
fence. /  For  wel  we  kuowe,  that  your 
liberal  grace  and  mercy  strccchen  hem 
ferther  in-to  goodnesse,  than  doou  our 
outrageouse  giltes  and  trespas  in-to  wik- 
kodnesse  ;  /  al-be-it  that  cursedly  and  3015 
daiupnably  we  han  agilt  aga^^n  your 
heigh  lordsliipe."  / 

§  74.  Thanne  Melibee  took  hem  up  fro 
the  ground  ful  benignely,  /  and  rece.vved 
hir  obligaciouns  and  hir  bondcs  by  hir 
othes  \ip-ou  hir  plegges  and  borvves,  / 
and  assigned  hem  a  certej-n  day  to  re- 
tourne  un-to  his  court,  /  for  to  aecepte 
and  receyve  the  sentence  and  jugenaent 
that  Meliliee  wolde  comande  to  be  doou 
on  hem  by  the  causes  afore-seyd ;  /  whiche  30,:o 
thinges  ordeyned,  every  man  retourned  to 
his  hous.  / 

§  75.  And  whan  that  dame  I'l'udcnce 
saiigh  hir  tyme,  she  frej'ued  and  axed 
hir  lord  Melibee,  /  what  vengeance  he 
thoughte  to  taken  of  hise  adversaries  ?/ 

§  76..  To  which  Melibee  nnswerde  and 
seyde,  'certes,'  quod  he,  'I  thinke  and 
purpose  me  fullj-  /  to  desherite  hem  of  al 
that  over  thoy  han,  and  for  to  jnitte  hem 
in  cxil  for  ever.'  /  30:15 

§  77.  '  Certes,'  quod  dame  Pninence, 
'  this  were  a  cruel  sentence,  and  muchol 
agayn  resoun.  /  For  ye  been  riche  y- 
uough,  and  han  no  nede  of  other  mennes 
good ;  /  and  ye  mighte  lightly  in  this 
wyse  gete  yow  a  coveitous  name,  /  which 
is  a  vicious  thing,  and  oghte  been 
eschewed  of  every  good  man.  /  For  after 
the  sawe  of  the  word  of  the  apostle  : 
"  coveitise  is  rote  of  alle  harmes."  /  And  3030 
therfore,  it  were  bettre  for  j-ow  to  lose  so 
muchel  good  of  \our  owene,  than  for  to 
taken  of  hir  good  in  this  manere.  /  For 
bettre  it  is  to  lesen  good  with  worshipe, 
than  it  is  to  winne  good  with  vileinyo 
and  shame.  /  And  eveiy  man  oghte  to 
doon  his  diligence  and  his  bisinesse  to 
geten  him  a  good  name,  /  And  j-et  shal 
he  nat  only  bisio  him  in  kepinge  of  his 
good  name,  /  but  he  shal  also  enforcen 
him  alwey  to  do  som-thing  by  which  ho 
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3035  may  reno^clle  his  gootl  name;  /  for  it  is 
vriteii,  that  "the  olde  Rood  loos  or  pf>od 
name  of  a  man  is  sono  goou  and  passed, 
whan  it  is  nat  newed  ne  renovelled."  / 
And  as  touchinge  that  ye  scyn,  ye  vole 
exile  your  adversaries,  /  that  fhinketh 
ine  miieliel  agayn  resoun  and  out  of 
mesure,  /  considered  the  power  that  they 
lian  yeve  yow  ufi-on  heni-self.  /  And  it 
is  writen,  that  "he  is  -worthy  to  lesen  his 
privilege  that   misusoth  the  might  and 

3040  the  power  that  is  yeven  him.''  /  And  I 
sette  cas  ye  mighte  enjoyne  hem  that 
peyne  by  right  and  by  lawe,  /  which  I 
trowe  ye  mowe  nat  do,  /  Isej"e,  j'e  niighte 
nat  piitten  it  to  cxecucioun  pcr-aven- 
ture,  /  and  thanne  were  it  lyklj'  to  re- 
tourne  to  the  werre  as  it  was  bifom.  / 
And  thcrfore,  if  ye  wole  that  men  do  yow 
obeisance,    ye   moste    dcmen    more   cur- 

504.5  teisly ;  /  this  is  to  seyn,  ye  moste  yeven 
more  esy  sentences  and  jugements.  / 
For  it  is  writen,  that  "  he  that  most 
curteisly  comandetli,  to  liim  men  m.ost 
obeyeu."  /  And  therfore,-!  prey  yow 
that  in  this  necessitee  and  in  tliis  uede, 
ye  caste  j-ow  to  overcome  your  herte.  / 
For  Senek  sc-ith  :  that  "  he  that  over- 
cometh  his  herte,  overcometh  twyes.''  / 
And   Tullius    suith :   "  ther  is   uo-tliing 

3050  so  comeudable  in  a  greet  lord  /  as  whan 
he  is  debonaire  and  meke,  and  appeseth 
him  lightly."  /  And  I  prej-  j-ow  that  ye 
wole  forbore  now  to  do  vengeance,  /  in 
swich  a  mauerc,  that  your  goode  name 
may  be  kept  and  conserved ;  /  and  that 
men  xnowe  have  cause  and  matere  to 
preyse  yow  of  pitcc  and  of  mercj- ;  /  and 
that  ye  ha%e  no  cause  to  repentc  yow  of 

3055  thing  that  ye  doon.  /  For  Senek  seith  : 
"  he  overcometh  in  an  y^'el  manere,  that 
repenteth  him  of  his  \-ictorio."/  "WTier- 
fore  I  pray  yow,  lat  mercy  been  in  your 
miade  and  in  jour  herto,  /  to  th"effect 


and  entente  that  god  almighty  have 
mercy  on  yow  in  his  laste  jugcment.  / 
For  seint  Jame  seith  in  his  epistle : 
"jugement  withouten  mercy  shal  be 
doon  to  him,  that  hath  no  mercy  of 
another  wight." '  / 

§  78.  Wlianne  Melibee  hadde  herd  the 
grete  skiles  and  resouns  of  dame  Pru- 
dence, and  hir  wise  informaciouns  and 
techingcs,  /  his  herte  gan  encljaie  to  the  3060 
wil  of  his  wj-f,  consideringe  hir  trewe 
entente ;  /  and  conformed  him  anon, 
and  assented  fully  to  werken  after  hir 
conseil ;  /  and  thonked  god,  of  whom 
procedeth  al  vcrtu  and  alle  goodnesse, 
that  him  sente  a  wyf  of  so  greet  discre- 
cioun.  /  Ajid  whan  the  day  cam  that 
hise  adversaries  sholde  apperen  in  his 
presence,  /  he  spak  unto  hem  ful  goodly, 
and  seyde  in  this  wyse  :  /  '  al-be-it  so  that  3065 
of  your  pryde  and  i)resumpcioun  and 
folie,  and  of  your  necligence  and-  un- 
conninge,  /  ye  have  inisbom  yow  and 
trespassed  nn-to  me ;  /  yet,  for  as  m.uch 
as  I  see  and  biholdc  your  grete  humilitee,  / 
and  that  ye  been  sory  and  repentant  of 
yoiu"  giltes,  /  it  constreyneth  me  to  doon 
j'ow  grace  and  mercy.  /  Therfore  I  re-  3070 
cej-ve  yow  to  my  grace,  /  and  foryeve 
yow  outrely  alle  the  offences,  injuries, 
and  MTonges,  that  ye  have  doon  agaj-n 
me  and  myne  :  /  to  tliis  effect  and  to  this 
ende,  that  god  of  his  endelees  mercy  / 
wole  at  the  tyme  of  our  dyiuge  foryeven 
ns  our  giltes  that  we  han  trespassed  to 
him  in  this  wrecched  world.  /  For  douto- 
lees,  if  we  be  sory  and  rejientant  of  the 
sinnes  and  giltes  whiche  we  han  tres- 
passed in  the  sighte  of  our  lord  god,  /  he  3075 
is  so  free  and  so  merciable,  /  that  he 
wole  foryeven  us  our  giltes,  /  andbringen 
ns  to  his  blisse  that  never  hath  endc. 
Amen.'  /  3078 


Here  is  ended  Chancers  Tale  of  Melibee  and  of  Dame  Prudence. 
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[t.  13895-13956-] 

The  mery  wordes  of  the  Host  to  the  Monk. 


Wji.vn  ciulcil  was  my  tale  of  Melibee, 
And  of  Prudence  and  hir  benignitee,  3080 
Our  lioste  seyde,  '  as  I  am  faithful  man, 
Asid  by  the  precious  corpus  Madriaii, 
I  hadde  lever  than  a  bare!  ale 
That  goodo  lief  my  wyf  hadde  herd  this 

tale! 
For  she  nis  no-thIng  of  swich  pacience 
As  was  this  Melibeus  wyf  Prudence.  3086 
By  goddes  bones  !  whan  I  bete  my  knaves, 
She.bringth  me  forth  the  gretc  clobbed 
staves,  ('o) 

-Ajid  crjeth,  "slee  the  dogges  everichoon, 
.4jid  brek  hem,  bothe  bak  and  every  boon.'' 
And  if  that  any  neighebor  of  myuo  3091 
Wol  nat  in  chirche  to  my  wyf  enelyne, 
Or  be  so  hardy  to  hir  to  trespace, 
Whau  she  comth  hoora,  she  rampeth  in 
my  face,  309+ 

.\nd  cryeth,  "false  coward,  wreck  thy  wyf! 
By  corpus  bones  !  I  wol  have  tliy  knyf, 
.Ajid  thou  shalt  have  my  distaf  and  go 

spinne !" 
Fi-o  day  to  night  right  thus  she  wol  bi- 
ginue  ; —  (-0) 

' '  Alias ! "  she  seith,  "  that  ever  I  was  shape 
To  wedde  a  milksop  or  a  coward  ape,  3100 
riiat  wol  be  overbid  with  every  wight ! 
Thou  darst  nat  stonden   by   tliy  wyves 

right !  " 
This  is  my  lyf,  but-if  tliat  I  wol  Jighte  ; 
,\nd  out  at  dorc  anon  I  moot  mc  ilighte, 
Or  elles  I  am  but  lost,  but-if  that  I      3105 
Be  lyk  a  wildo  leoun  fool-hardy, 
I  woot  wel  she  wol  do  me  slee  som  day 
Horn  neighebor,  and  thanne  go  my  wej'.  (30) 


For  I  am  perilous  with  knyf  in  honde, 
Al  be  it  that  I  dar  nat  hir  withstonde,  3110 
For  she  is  big  in  amies,  by  my  foith, 
That  shal  he  finde,  that  hir  misdooth  or 

scith. 
But  lat  \is  passe  awey  fro  thig  matero. 
My  lord  the  Monk,'  quod  he,  '  bo  mery 

of  chere ; 
For  ye  shul  telle  a  tale  trewely.  31 15 

Lo  !  Rouchestrc  stant  hcer  faste  by  ! 
Ryd  foi-tli,  myn  owene  lord,  brek  nat  ouv 

game,  ("39) 

But,  by  my  troiithe,!  knowc  natyoxir  name, 
Wher  shal  I  callo  yow  my  lord  dan  John, 
Or  dan  Thomas,  or  ellcs  dan  Albon?    3120 
Of  what  hous  be  ye,  by  your  fiuler  kin  ? 
I  vow  to  god,  thou  hast  a  ful  fair  skin, 
It  is  a  gentU  pasture  thcr  thou  goost ; 
Thou  art  nat  lyk  a  pcnaunt  or  a  goost. 
Upon  my  feith,  thou  art  som  oflicer,   31J5 
Some  worthy  sexteyn,  or  som  celerer, 
For  by  my  fader  soule,  as  to  my  doom, 
Thou  art  a  maisterwhanthou  artathooni; 
Xo  povro  cloisterer,  ne  no  novys,  ^51) 

But  a  governour,  wyly  and  wys.  3130 

And  therwithal  of  brawnca  and  of  bones 
A  wel-faring  persone  for  the  nones. 
I  pray  to  god,  j'cvo  him  confuaioun 
That  first  thee  broghte  un-to  rcligioun  ; 
Tliou  woldest  han  been  a  trede-foul  aright. 
Haddestow  as  greet  a  leve,  as  thou  hast 

might  iii6 

To  ijarfourne  al  tliy  lust  in  engcndruro, 
Thou  haddest  bigetcn  many  a  creature. 
Alas !  why  wcrestow  so  wyd  a  cope?      (,61) 
God  yeve  me  sorwe !  but,  and  I  were  a  pope. 
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Notoiily  thou, but  every  miglitymun,  ,5141 
Thogh  lie  were  shorn  t'ul  lij'O  ujwn  liispan, 
Shohlohavo  awyf;  foraltho  world  is  lorn  ! 
Religiouii  hath  talvo  up  al  the  com  3144 
Of  tredmg,and  wo  borelmenben  shrimpes  ! 
Ot'feble  trees  tlior  comen  wrecched  inipes. 
This    niaketh    that   our  heires  been   so 

sclendto  ^69) 

And  feble,  that  they  may  uat  wel  cngendro. 
This  luaketh  that  our  wyves  wol  nssayo 
Religious  Iblk,  for  yo  may  bettro  payo  3150 
Of  Venus  payemonts  than  mowo  we  ; 
God  woot,  no  lussheburghes  payon  ye  ! 
But  bo  nat  wrootli,  my  lord,  for  that  I 

pleye  ; 
Ful  oftc  in  game  a  sooth  I  have  herd  sej-e.' 
This  worthy  njonk  took  al  in  pacience, 
And  seyde,  '  I  wol  doon  al  my  diligence, 
As  fer  as  souneth  in-to  honestee,         3157 
To  telle  yow  a  tale,  or  two,  or  three.     (80) 
And  if  yow  list  to  herkne  hiderward, 
I  wol  yow  soyn  the  lyf  of  seint  Edward  ; 


Or  ellcs  first  Tragedies  wol  I  telle  3161 
Of  whiclio  I  have  lui  hundred  in  my  colle. 
Tragedie  is  to  seyn  a  certejai  storie, 
As  olde  bokes  maken  us  memorio, 
Of  him  that  stood  in  greet  prosperitee  3165 
And  is  y-fallen  out  of  heigh  degree 
Into  miserie,  and  endetli  wrecfhedly. 
And  they  ben  vcrsifyed  comunly  '90) 

Of  six  feet,  which  men  clcpe  exametron. 
In  prose  eek  been  endyted  many  con,  3170 
And  eek  in  metre,  in  many  a  sondry  wyso, 
Lo !  this  declaring  ouglito  y-nough  suffise. 
Now  herkneth,if  yowlykethfor  tohere  ; 
But  first  I  yow  biseke  in  this  matere,  3174 
Though  I  by  ordre  telle  nat  thise  thinge?, 
Bo  it  of  popes,  emperours,  or  kinges, 
After  hir  ages,  as  men  writen  finde,  (99) 
But  telle  hem  som  bifore  and  som  bihinde, 
As  it  now  comth  un-to  my  remembraunce ; 
Haveme  excused  of  mynignorauuce.'3i8o 

Explicit. 


V 


THE    MONKES   TALE. 


Here  biginneth  the  Menkes  Tale, 

I  WOL  biwayle  in  mauer  of  Tragedie 
The  harm  of  hem  that  stode  in  heigh  de- 
gree, 
And  filleu  so  tliat  ther  nas  no  remedie 
To  bringe  hem  out  of  hir  adversitee  ;    3 1 84 
For  certein,  wlian  that  fortune  list  to  floe, 
Ther  may  no  man  the  conrs  of  hir  with- 

holde ; 
Lat  no  man  tmstc  on  blind  prosperitee  ; 
Be  war  by  thise  ensamples  trewe  and  olde. 

Lucifer. 

At  Lucifer,  though  he  an  angel  were, 
And  nat  a  man,  at  him  I  wol  biginiie  j  3190 
For,  thogh  forttine  may  non  angel  dere,  ( 1 1 ) 


de  Casibus  Virorum  Dlustrixun. 
'»^  -^    A   B  C 

From  heigh  degree  yet  fel  he  for  his  sinne 
Donn  in-to  helle,  wher  he  yet  is  inne. 
0  Lucifer !  brightest  of  angels  alle, 
Now    artow   Sathanas,    that   maist   nat 
twinno  3 '95 

Out  of  miserie,  in  which  that  thou  art  falle. 

Adam, 

Lo  Adam,  iu  the  fold  of  Damassene, 
With  goddes  owene  finger  wroght  was  he, 
And  nat  bigeten  of  mannes  sperme  nn- 

clene. 
And  welte  al  Paradys,  saving  o  tree.     3^00 
Had  never  worldly  man  so  heigh  degree 
As  Adam,  til  he  for  misgovernaunce    (22) 
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"Was  drive  out  of  liis  liye  prospcritee 

To  liiboiir,  and  to  helle,  and  to  meschannce. 

Sampson. 

Lo  Sampson,  -tthicli  that  was  annunciat 
By  th'angel,  longe  er  liis  nativitee,      3206 
And  was  to  god  almighty  consecrat, 
And  stood  iu  noblesse,  whyl  he  mighte  see. 
"Was  never  swich  another  as  was  he, 
To  siJcke  of  streugthe,  and  therwith  hardi- 

nesse;  3210 

But  to  his  wy^'es  tolde  he  his  seeree,  (31; 
Through   which    he    slow    him-self,   for 

wrecchednesse. 

Sampson,  this  noble  almighty  champioun, 
Withouten  wepen  save  his  hondes  tweye, 
He  slow  and  al  to-rente  the  leoun,  3215 
Toward  his  wedding  walking  by  the  weye. 
His  false  Avyf  coude   him  so  plcse   and 

preye 
TU  she  his  conscil  knew,  and  she  tuitrewe 
L'n-tohisfooshisconseilganbiwreye,   3219 
And  him  forsook,  and  took  another  newe. 

Three  hundred  fo.xes  took  Saihpson  for  ire, 
And  aUe  hir  tayles  he  togider  bond,     (42) 
And  sette  the  foxes  tayles  alle  on  fire. 
For  he  on  every  tayl  had  knit  a  brond  ; 
And  they  brende  alle  the  cornes  in  that 
lond,  3225 

And  alle  hir  oliveres  and  vynes  eek. 
A  thousand  men  he  slow  eek  with  his  bond, 
And  had  no  wcpen  but  an  asses  cheek. 

"Whan  they  were  slayn,  so  thursted  him 
that  he  3-29 

"Was  wel  ny  lorn,  for  which  he  gan  to  preye 
That  god  wolde  on  his  pejne  han  som 
pitee,  (51) 

And  sende  him  di-inke,  or  ellfes  moste  he 

deye; 
And  of  this  asses  chekc,  that  was  dreye, 
Out  of  a  wang-tooth  sprang  anon  a  welle, 
Of  which  he  drank  y-nogh,  sliortly  to  scye. 
Thus  heelp  him  god,  as  Judicum  can  telle. 

By  verray  force,  at  Gazan,  on  a  night,  3237 
Maugree  Philistiens  of  that  citee. 
The  gates  of  the  toun  ho  hath  up-plight, 
And  on  his  bak  y-caried  hem  hath  he  3240 


Hye  on  an  hille,  that  men  mighte  hem 
see.  (61) 

O  noble  almighty  Sampson,  leef  and  dere, 
Had  thou  nat  told  to  wommen  tliy  seeree, 
In  al  this  -worlde  ne  hadde  been  thy  pero  ! 

This  Sampson  never  sicer  drank  ne  \vjTi, 
Ne  on  his  heed  cam  rasour  noon  ne  shere. 
By  precept  of  the  messager  divjTi,  3247 
For  alle  his  strengtlies  in  his  heres  were  ; 
And  fully  twenty  winter,  yeer  by  j'ere, 
He  hadde  of  Israel  the  govcrnaunce.  3250 
But  sone  shal  ho  wepen  many  a  tere,  (71) 
For  wommen  shal  him  bringen  to  mes- 
chaimce ! 

Un-to  his  lemman  Dalida  he  tolde 
That  in  his  heres  al  his  strengthe  lay. 
And  falsly  to  his  fo-men  she  him  solde. 
And  sleping  in  hir  barme  up-on  a  day    3256 
She  made  to  clippe  or  shere  his  beer  awey, 
And  made  his  fo-men  al  his  craft  espyen  ; 
And  whan  that  they  him  fonde  in  this 

array. 
They  bounde  him  faste,  and  putten  out  his 

yen.  3260 

But  or  his  heer  were  clipped  or  y-shave,  (81) 
Ther  was  no  bond  with  which  men  might 

him  binde  ; 
But  now  is  he  in  prisoun  in  a  cav», 
"Wher-as  they  mf\de  him  at  the  querne 
grindc.  32f>4 

O  noble  Sampson,  strongest  of  mankindc, 
O  whylom  juge  in  glorio  and  in  rifhcsso, 
Xow  maystow  wepen  with  thyn  yenblinde, 
Sith  thou  fro  wele  art  falle  in  wrecched- 
nesse. 

Th'ende  of  this  caytif  was  as  I  shal  seyc  ; 
His  fo-men  made  a  feste  upon  a  day,  3270 
And  made  him  as  hir  foolbiforo  hemplcye, 
And  this  was  in  a  temple  of  greet  array.  (92) 
But  atte  last  he  made  a  foul  affray  ; 
For  he  two  pilers  shook,  and  made  liem 
falle,  3274 

And  dounfil  temple  and  al,and  ther  it  lay, 
And  slow  him-self,  and  eek  liis  fo-men  alle. 

This  is  to  seyn,  the  princes  everichoon. 
And  eek  three  thousand  bodies  wcr  ther 
slayn  (98) 
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With  falling  of  the  greto  temple  of  stoon. 
Of  Sampson  now  wol  I  na-more  scyn.  3JS0 
Beth  war  by  tliis  ensamplo  old  andplayn 
That  no  men  telle  hir  conseil  til  liir  wyA-es 
Of  swich  thing  as  they  woldo  han  sAree 

If  that  it  touche  hir  limmes  or  hir  lyves. 

Hercdles, 

Of  Hercules  the  sovercyii  conquerour  3^85 
Singen  his  worlies  landc  and  heigh  renoun  ; 
For  in  liis  tymo  of  strengthe^o  was  the 

flour. 
He  slow,  and  riifto  the  skin  of  the  leoun  ; 
He  of  Centauros  leyde  tlic  boost  adoun  ; 
He  Arpies  slow,  the  cruel  briddes  folic;  3200 
He  golden  apples  rafte  of  the  dragoun ;  ( 1 1 1 ) 
He  drew  out  Cerberus,  the  hound  of  helle  : 

He  slow  the  cruel  tyrant  Busirus, 

And  made  his  hors  to  frete  him,  flesh  and 

boon ; 
He  slow  the  firy  serpent  veniraous ;     3295 
Of  Achelois  two  homes,  he  brak  oon  ; 
And  he  slow  Cacus  in  a  cave  of  stoon  ; 
He  slow  the  gCJiunt  Antlieus  the  stronge  ; 
He  slow  the  grisly  boor,  and  that  anoon. 
And  bar  the  heveuon  his  nekke  longe.  3300 

Was  never  wight,  sith  that  the  world 
bigan,  (121) 

That  slow  so  many  monstres  as  dide  he. 

Thurgh-out  tliis  wyde  world  his  name  ran. 

What  for  his  strengthe,  and  for  his  heigh 
bouiitee,  3304 

And  every  reaumo  wonte  he  for  to  see. 

He  was  so  strong  that  no  man  niighte  him 
lette  ; 

At  bothe  the  worldes  endes,  seith  Trophee, 

In  stede  of  boundes,  he  a  piler  sette. 

A  lemman  hadde  this  noble  champioun, 
Tliat  highte  Dianira,  frosh  as  May  ;  33 10 
And,  as  thise  clerkes  makon  mencioun,  (131) 
She  hatli  him  sent  a  shcrte  fresh  and  gay. 
Alias  !  this  sherte,  alias  and  weylaway  ! 
Envenimed  was  so  siibtilly  with-allc,  3314 
That,  er  that  ho  had  wered  it  half  a  day. 
It  made  his  flesh  al  from  his  bones  fallo. 

But  nathelees  somme  clerkes  hir  excusen 
By  oon  that  highte  Xessus,  that  it  maked  ; 


Be  as  be  may,  I  wol  hir  noght  accusen  ; 
But  on  liis  bak  this  sherte  ho  wered  al 
naked,  njo 

Til  that  his  flesh  was  for  the  venimblaked. 
And  whan  he  sey  noon  other  remedye,  (142) 
In  bote  coles  ho  hath  him-selven  raked, 
For  with  no  vcnim  dej-ned  liim  to  dye. 

Thus  starf  this  worthy  miglity  Hercules  ; 

Lo,  who  may  tmste  on  fortune  any 
throwe  ?  3326 

For  him  that  folweth  al  this  world  of  prees, 

Er  he  be  war,  is  ofto  j'-leyd  ful  lowe. 

Ful  ■wys  is  ho  that  can  him-selven  knowe. 

Beth  war,  for  whan  that  fortune  list  to 
glose,  3330 

Than  wayteth  she  hir  man  to  overthrowe 

By  swich  a  wcy  as  he  wolde  leest  sup- 
pose. (152) 

Nabugodonosor  (Nebuchadnezzar). 

The  mighty  trone,  the  precious  tresor, 
The  glorious  ccptre  and  royal  magestee^ 
That  hadde  the  king  Nabugodonosor,  3335 
With  tonge  unnethe  may  discryved  be. 
He  twyt'S  wan  Jerusalem  the  citee  ; 
The  vessel  of  the  templehe  with  himladdc. 
At  Babiloyne  was  his  sovereyn  see,      3339 
In  which  his  glorie  and  his  delyt  he  hadde. 

The  fairest  children  of  the  blood  royal  (161) 
Of  Israel  he  leet  do  gelde  anoon. 
And  maked  ech  of  hen\  to  been  his  thral. 
Amonges  othere  Daniel  was  oon,  3344 

That  was  the  wj-sest  child  of  everichoon  ; 
For  he  the  dremes  of  the  king  expouned, 
Whcr-as  iu  Chaldcy  clerk  ne  was  ther  noon 
That  wiste  to  what  fyn  Iiis  dremes  souned. 

This  proudc  king  Icct  make  a  statue  of 
g'jlde,  3349 

Sixty  cubytes  long,  and  seven  in  brede. 
To  which  image  bothe  yonge  and  olde  (171) 
Comaunded  he  to  louto,  and  have  in  drede ; 
Or  in  a  fourneys  ful  of  flambes  rede 
He  shal  be  brent,  that  wolde  noglit  obeye. 
Bat  never  woldo  assento  to  that  dede  3355 
Daniel,  ne  his  yonge  felawes  tweye. 

Tliis  king  of  kinges  proud  was  and  elaat, 
He  wende  that  god,  that  sit  in  magestee, 
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Ne  miglitp  him  nat  bireve  of  his  estaat : 
Dili  et>do\  uly  he  lost©  his  dignitee,      3360 
Aiid  lyk  n  besto  him  semcd  for  to  be.     (181) 
Aud  eet  hay  ns  an  oxe,  and  h»y  thor-oute  : 
In  rcyn  with  wilde  bostes  walked  he, 
Til  certain  tyme  waS  y-come  abonte. 

And  lyk  an  oglfS  fetlieres  wexe  his  herts, 
His  nayles  lyk  a  briddes  clawes  were  ;  3366 
Til  god  relessed  him  a  certein  yeres, 
And  yaf  hira  wit ;  and  than  with  manj-  a 

tere 
He  thanked  god,  aud  ever  his  Ij'f  in  fere 
Was  he  to  doon  amis,  or  more  trespace,  3370 
And,  til  that  tyme  he  leyd  was  on  his 

here, 
He  knew  that  god  was  ful  of  m.ight  and 

grace.  (192) 

Balthasae  (Belshazzar). 

His  sone,  which  that  highte  Balthasar, 
That  heeld  the  regne  after  his  fader  day, 
H«  by  his  fader  coude  nought  be  war,   3375 
iTor  proud  he  was  of  herte  and  of  array  ; 
And  eek  an  j'dolastre  was  he  ay. 
His  hye  estaat  assured  him  in  pryde. 
But  fortune  caste  him  doun,  and  ther  he 

lay, 
And  sodej-nlj'  his  regne  gan  divyde.    3380 

A  feste  he  made  un-to  his  lordes  alle   (201) 
Up-on  a  tyme,  and  bad  hem  blytho  be. 
And  than  his  officeres  gan  he  calle — ■ 
'  Goth,  bringeth  forth  the  vessels, '  [tho] 
cxuod  he,  33}i4 

'^^1lich  that  my  fader,  in  his  prosperitee. 
Out  of  tho  temple  of  Jerusalem  birafte. 
And  to  our  hye  goddes  thanke  we 
Of  honour,  that  our  cldres  with  us  lafte.' 

His  wyf,  his  lordes,  and  his  eoncubynos 
Aj'dronkcn,  whyl  hir  appetji:es  laste,  3390 
Out  of  thise  noble  vessels  suxidry  wjaies  ; 
And  on  a  wal  this  king  his  yen  caste,   (212) 
And  sey  an  hond  armlees,  that  wroot  ful 

faste, 
For  fere  of  which  he  quook  and  syked 

sore.  3394 

This  hond,  that  Balthasar  so  sore  agaste, 
Wroot  Mane,  techel,  phares,  and  na-inore. 


In  al  that  lond  magicien  was  noon 
That   coude    exponne    what    this   lettre 

mentc  ; 
But  Daniel  expouned  it  anoon,  3399 

And  seyde,  '  king,  god  to  thy  fader  lente 
Glorie  and  honour,  regne,  tresour,  rente 
And  ho  was  proud,  and  no-thing  god  no 

dradde,  (222) 

And  thcrfor  god  gret  wrechc  up-on  him 

sente, 
Aud  him  birafte  the  regne  that  he  hadde. 
■♦«►  . 

He  was  out  cast  of  mannes  companye. 
With  asses  was  his  habitaoioun,  3406 

And  eet  hey  as  a  beste  in  weet  and  drye, 
Til  that  he  knew,  by  grace  and  by  resoun, 
That  god  of  heven  liath  dominacioun 
Over  every  regne  and  every  creature  ;  3410 
And  thanne  had  god  of  himcompassioun, 
And  him  restored  his  regne  and  his 
figure.  (232) 

Eek  thou,  that  art  his  sone,  art  jiroud  also, 
And  knowest  alio  thise  thinges  verraily, 
And  art  rebel  to  god,  and  art  his  fo.    3415 
Thou  drank  eek  of  his  vessels  boldely ; 
Thy  wyf  eek  and  thy  wenches  sinfully 
Dronke  of  the  same  vessels  sondry  wynes, 
And  heriest  false  goddes  cursedly  ;      3419 
Therfor  to  thee  y-shapen  ful  gret  pyne  is. 

This  hand  was  sent  from  god,  that  on  tho 

walle  (241) 

AVroot  mane,  techel,  phares,  trvisto  me  ; 
Thy  regne  is  doon,  thou  weyest  noght  at 

alle; 
Divyded  is  thy  regne,  and  it  shal  be  3424 
To  Modes  and  to  Perses  yeven,'  quod  he. 
And   thilke   same   night   this   king  was 

slawe, 
And  Darius  occup,seth  his  degree, 
Thogh   he   therto  had  neither  right  uo 

lawe. 

Lordinges,  ensample  heer-by  may  ye  take 
How    that    in    lordshipe    is    no    eiker- 

nesse ;  3430 

For  whan  fortune  wol  a  man  forsake,  (^51) 
She  bereth  awey  his  regne  and  his  richcsse. 
And  eek  his  frcendcs,  bothe   more  tind 

lesse ; 
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For  what  man  that  hath  freemles  thittgh 

fortune,  ,      34.H 

Mishap  wol  make  hem  eneniys,  I  gosse  : 
This  proverlie  i*  ful  Booth  and  ful  com- 
mune. 

Cenobia  (Zenobia). 

Cenobia,  of  Palimerie  quene, 
As  ^S'ritel^  Persieus  of  hir  noblesse, 
Sovorthy  was  in  amies  and  so  kene,  3439 
That  no  wight  passed  hir  in  hardinesfee. 
No  in  linage,  no  in  other  gentillesse.  (261) 
Of  Idnges  blodo  of  I'erse  is  she  descended  ; 
I  seye  nat  that  she  hadde  most  fairnesse. 
But  of  hir  shape  she   mighte  nat  been 
amended.  3444 

From  hir  childhede  I  finde  that  she  fledde 
Office  of  wommen,  and  to  wode  she  wente ; 
And  many  a  wilde  hertes  blood  she  shedde 
With  arwes  brodo  that  she  to  hem  sente. 
She  was  so  swift  that  she  anon  hem  hente. 
And  whan  that  she  was  elder,  she  wohle 
liille  3450 

Leoiuis,  lepardes, andbercsalto-rente,  (271) 
And  in  hir  armes  welde  hem  at  hir  wille. 

She  dorsto  wilde  beestes  dennes  seke, 
And  renncn  in  the   montaignes   al  the 

night, 
And  slepen  under  a  bush,  and  she  coudc 

C'ke  3455 

■\^'rastlen  by  verray  force  and  verray  might 
With  any  yong  man,  were  he  never  so 

wight ; 
Ther  mighte  uo-thing  in  hir  armes  stonde. 
She   kepte    hir    maydenhod  from   c^-ery 

wight. 
To  no  man  deigned  hir  for  to  be  bonde.  3460 

But  atte  laste  hir  frendes  hanhir  maried 
To  Odcuake,  a  prince  of  that  contree,  (2S2) 
Al  were  it  so  that  she  hem  longe  taried  ; 
And  ye  shul  understonde  how  that  he 
Hadde  swiche  fantasyes  as  hadde  she.  3465 
But  nathelees,  whan  they  were  knit  iu- 

fere, 
They  lived  in  joye  and  in  felicitee  ; 
For  ech  of  hem  hadde  other  leef  and  dere. 

Save  o  thing,  that  she  never  wolde  assente 
By  no  wey,  that  he  sholde  V)y  hir  lye     3470 


But  bne^,  for  it  wrts  liir  pleyu  entente  (291) 
To  have  a  child,  the  world  to  multlplye  ; 
And  al-so  sone  as  that  she  mighte  espye 
That  she  was  nat  with  cliilde  with  that 

dede, 
Than  wolde  she  snflTre  him  doon  his  fan- 

tasye  3475 

Eft-flone,  and  nat  but  ones,  oi\t  of  drede. 

And  if  she  were  with  childe  at  thilke  cASt, 
Na-more  sholde  he  plej'en  thilke  game 
Til  fully  fourty  daj-es  Weren  past ; 
Than  wolde  she  ones  siitfre  him  do  the 

Same.  3480 

Al  were  this  Odenake  wilde  or  tame,  (301) 
He  gat  na-more  of  hir,  for  thus  she  seyde, 
'  It  was  to  wy\-es  Iccherye  and  shame 
In   other  cas,   if  that    men    with    hem 

pleyde.'  3484 

Two  sones  by  this  Odenake  hadde  she, 
The  whiche  she  kepte  in  vertu  and  let- 

trure ; 
But  now  nn-to  our  tale  turne  we. 
I  seye,  so  worshipful  a  creature, 
And  wys  therwith,  and  large  with  mesure, 
So  penible    in   the   werre,   and    curteis 

eke,  3490 

Ne  more  laboiir  mighte  in  werre  endure, 
AVas  noon,  thogh  al  this  world  men  sholde 

seke.  (312) 

Hir  riche  array  ne  mighte  nat  be  told 
As  wel  in  vessel  as  in  hir  clothing  : 
She  was  al  clad  in  perree  and  in  gold,  3495 
And  eek  she  laf  te  noght,  for  noon  hunting. 
To  have  of  sondrj-  tonges  ful  knowing. 
MTian  that  she  lej'ser  hadde,  and  for  to 

entende 
To  lerneu  bokes  was  al  Im-  lyking,      3499 
How  she  in  vertu  iuighte  hir  lyf  dispende. 

And,  shortly  of  this  storie  for  to  trete,  (y  i ) 
So  doughty  was  hir  hoiisbonde  and  eek 

she, 
That  they  conquered  many  rcgnes  grete 
In  th'orient,  with  inany  a  fair  citee, 
Apertenaunt  un-to  the  magestee  3505 

Of  Rome,  and  with  strong  bond  helde 

hem  ful  fastc ; 
Ne  never  mighte  hir  fi>-men  doou  hem  fit- e. 
A.J-  whyl  that  Odenakes  dayes  laste. 
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Hir  bataileg,  who-so  list  hem  for  to  rede, 
Agiiyn  Sapor  tlip  king'  nnd  otliere  mo,  3510 
And  how  that  al  this  proces  fil  in  dcde,  (33 1 ) 
Wliy  she  conquered  and  what  title  had 

therto-, 
And  after  of  liir  meschief  and  hir  wo, 
How  that  she  was  liiscged  and  y-take. 
Let  him  un-to  my  maister  Petrark  go,  3515 
That  writ  y-notigh  of  this,  I  undertake. 

When  Odenake  was  deed,  she  mightily 
The  regnes  heeld,  and  with  hir  propro 

hondo 
Agajni  hir  f<x>s  she  faught  so  cruelly, 
That  ther  nas  king  ne  prince  in  al  that 

londe  (340)  3520 

That  he  nas  glad,  if  that  he  grace  fonde, 
That  she  ne  woldo  up-on  his  lond  wen-eye  ; 
With  hir  they  made  alliaunce  Ijy  bondc 
To  been  in  pees,  and  lete  hir  ryde  and 

pleye. 

The  emperour  of  Rome,  Claudius,         3525 
Xe  him  bifore,  the  Komayn  Galien, 
Ne  dorste  never  been  so  corageous, 
Ne  noon  Ermyn,  ne  noon  Egipcien, 
Ne  Surricn,  ne  noon  Arabien, 
Within  the  feld  that  dorste  with  hir  fighte 
Lest  tliat  she  wolde  hem  with  hir  houdes 
slen  (351)  3531 

Or  with  hir  meynee  putten  hem  to  flighte. 

In  kingos  habit  wente  hir  sonos  two, 
As  heires  of  hir  fadres  regnes  alle, 
And  Hermanno,  and  Tliymala<i  3535 

Her  names  were,  as  Persiens  hem  calle. 
But  ay  fortune  hath  in  hir  hony  galle  ; 
This  mighty  quono  may  no  whyl  endure. 
Fortune  out  of  hir  rogue  made  hir  falle 
To  wrecchednesse  and  to  misaventure.  3540 

Aurclian,  whan  that  the  governaunce  (361) 
Of  Home  cam  in-to  his  liondes  tweye, 
Be  slioop  up-on  this   queen  to  do  ven- 

geaunce, 
And  with  ]iis  legiouns  ho  took  his  weyo 
Toward  Cenobie,  and,  shortly  for  to  seye. 
Ho   made  hir   flee,  "and    atte    laste    hir 

hente,  3546 

And  fettred   hir,  and   ock   hir   cbililroii 

tweye. 
And  wan  the  lond,  and  lioom  to  Rome  he 

wente. 


Amonges  othere  thinges  that  he  wan, 
Hir  ch^r,  that  was  with  gold  wrouglit  and 

perree,  (370)  3550 

This  g^ete  Romayn,  this  Aureliau, 
Hath  with  him  lad,  for  that  men  sholdo 

it  see. 
Biforen  his  triiimpho  walketh  she 
With  gilte  chej-nes  on  hir  nekke  hanging  ; 
Corouned  was  she,  as  after  hir  degree,  3555 
And  fill  of  perree  charged  hir  clothing. 

Alias,  fortune  !  she  that  whylom  wa3 
Dredful  to  kinges  and  to  emperoures, 
Now  gaiireth  al  the  peple  on  hir,  alias  ! 
And   she    that   helmed    was    in    starke 

stoures,  '3S0)  3560 

And  wan   by  force   tonnes   strongo  and 

touros, 
Shal  on  hir  heed  now  were  a  vitremyte  ; 
And   she    that    bar    the    ceptre    fnl    of 

floures 
Shal  here  a  distaf,  hir  cost  for  to  quyte. 

[T.  143S0 
(i'JT.Ro  follows  in  T.  ;  see  p.  537.) 

'^  De  Pktro  Reoe  Ispannie, 

O    noble,     o    worthy     Petro,     glorio     of 

Spayne,  [T.  14085 

Wliom  fortune  heeld  so  hy  in  magestee, 

Wei  oughten  men  thy  pitous  deeth  com- 

playno  !  3567 

Out  of  thy  lond  thy  brother  made  thee  flee ; 

An<l  after,  at  a  scge,  1)y  subtiltee. 

Thou  were  bitrayed,  and   lad   un-to   liig 

tente,  (390)  3570 

Wlier-as  ho  with  his  owene  hond  slow  thee, 

Succeding  in  thy  regne  and  in  thy  rente. 

The  feeld  of  snow,  with  th'egle  of  blak 
ther-inne,  [T.  14693. 

Caught  with  the  lymrod,  coloured  as  the 
glede,  3574 

He  brew  this  cur.^ednes  and  althis  sinne. 
Tlie  '  wikkod  nest'  was  worker  of  this  nedc; 
Noght  Charles  Oliver,  tliat  ay  took  hcdo 
Of  trouthe  and  lionour,  but  of  Armoriko 
rienilon  Oliver,  corrupt  for  mode,        ^579 
Broghte  this  worthy  king  in  swich  a  brike. 

>  Dk  Petro  Reoe  de  Cipro. 

O  worthy  Petro,  king  of  Cypre,  also,  (401) 
That  Alisaundre  wan  by  lieigh  maistrye, 
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Ful  manj'  a  hetlion  MiMplitostcAv  ful  vo, 
Of  which  thyn  owone  liges  liaiUlt-  envyc, 
And,  for  110  thing  but  for  thy  cliivalrj'e, 
They  in  thy  bedde  hau  slaj-n  thee  by  the 

morwe.  }-ii^6 

Thns  can  fortune  hii'  wheel  governe  and 

gje.  [T.  1471)-. 

And  out  of  joye  bringe  men  to  sorwe. 

N^   I)E  Baknaho  ni;  Li-mhahdia. 

Of  Melan  grete  Barnabo  A'^iscoxinte,    3589 
CicM-1  of  delyt,  and  scourge  of  Lumbardj-e, 
AVhy  sholde  I  nat  thyn  int'ortunc  aoouiite, 
Sith  in  estaat  thou  olombe  -were  so  hye? 
Th\-  brother  sone,  that  Avas  thj'  doxible 

allye,  (413) 

For  he  thy  nevew  was,  and  sone-in-lawe, 
AVith-iniie  his  iiris{)un  made  thee  to  d;\-e  ; 
But  why,  ne  how,  noot  I  that  thovi  were 

elawe.  3596 

\£^  De  Hl'oelino,  Comite  de  Pize. 

Of  the  erl  Hugelyn  of  Pyse  the  langoui" 
Ther  may  no  tonge  telle  for  pitee  ; 
But  litel  out  of  Pyse  stant  a  tour, 
lu  whichetour  in  prisounput  was  he,  3600 
And  with   him   been   his   litel   children 

three.  (421) 

The  eldeste  scarsly  fyf  yeer  was  of  age. 
Alias,  fortiuie  !  it  was  greet  crueltee 
Swiche  briddes  for  to  iiuttc  in  swiche  a 

cage  I  3604 

Dampned  was  lie  to  deye  in  that  prisoun, 
For  Roger,  which  that  bisshop  was  of  Pyse, 
Hadde  on  him  maad  a  fals  suggestioun, 
Thurgli  which  the  peple  gan  upon  him 

rj-se,  -(428) 

And  ijutten  him  to  prisoun  in  swich  wyse 
As  ye  ban  herd,  and  mete  and  drink  he 

hadde  3610 

So  smal,  that  wel  unnethe  it  maysuffyse, 
And   thorwith-al  it   was   ful  iiovre  and 

badde. 

And  on  a  day  biiil  that,  in  that  hour, 
Whan  that  his  mete  wont  was  to  be  broght, 
The  gayler  shette  the  dores  of  the  tour. 
He  herde  it  wel, — but  he  spak  right  noght, 
And  in  his  lierte  anon  ther  lil  a  tlioght, 
That  they  for  hunger  wolde  doon  him  dj-en. 


'  Alias  I '    quod   he,    '  alias  !    that   I  was 
wn.glit ! '  '  (439)  3619 

Therwith  the  teres  fillen  from  his  yCn. 

His  yonge  sone,  that  three  yeer  was  of  age, 
I'n-to  liim  seyde,  '  fader,  why  do  ye  wepe  ? 
\Mian  wol  the  gaj-ler  bringen  our  potage. 
Is  ther  no  morsol  breed  that  j'e  do  kepe  ? 
I  am  so  hungry  that  I  may  nat  slepe.  3625 
Now  wolde  god  that  I  mighte  slepen  ever  ! 
Than  sholdo  nat   hunger  in  my  wombe 

crepe  ; 
Ther  is  no  thing,   save  breed,   that   me 

were  lever.' 

Thus  day  by  day  this  child  bigan  to  crye. 
Til  in  his  fadrcs  barme  adoun  it  laj',  363(j 
And  seyde,  '  far-wel,  fader,  I  moot  dye,' 
And  kiste  his  fader,  and  deyde  the  same 
tiaj'.  (452) 

And  whan  the  woful  fader  deed  it  sey, 
For  wo  his  amies  two  he  gan  to  byte, 
And  seyde,  'alias,  fortune  !  andweylaway! 
Thy  false  wheel  my  wo  al  may  I  wj-te  I ' 

His  children  wendo  that  it  for  hunger  was 
That  he  his  armes  gnow,  and  nat  for  wo, 
And  seyde,  '  fader,  do  nat  so,  alias  ! 
But  rather  eet  the  flesh  upon  us  two  ;  3640 
Our  flesh  thou  yaf  us,  tak  our  flesh  us  fro 
And  eet  y-nough  : '  right  thus  they  to  him 

seyde,  (462) 

And  after  that,  v/ith-in  a  day  or  two. 
They  lej-de  hem  in  his  lappe  adoun,  and 

deyde.  3644 

Him-self,  despeired,  eek  for  hunger  starf ; 
Thus  ended  is  this  might,\-  Erl  of  Pyse  ; 
From  heigh  estaat  fortune  awey  him  carf. 
Of  this  Tragedic  it  oghte  y-nough  suffyse. 
"Who-so  wol  here  it  in  a  longer  As-yse,  (469) 
Eedeth  the  grete  poete  of  Itaille,  3650 
That  highte  Dant,  for  he  can  al  devyse 
Fro  point  to  point,  nat  o  word  wol  he  i'aille. 

[T.  1477--. 

(For  T.  14773,  see  p.  542  ;  for  T.  14380, 
;  see  p.  536). 

i 
I  Neuo. 

[T.  1438c 
,   Al-tliough  that  Xero  wero  as  vicious 
!  As  an  J'  feend  that  Ij-tli  ful  lowe  adoun, 
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Yet  he,  as  tellcth  ns  Swetonins,  3655 

This  -wj-tle  world  hailile  in  subjecoioviii, 
Both  Est  and  West,  fSonth  and  Septeni- 

trioun ; 
Of  mbics,  saphlres,  and  of  perles  whyto 
Were  alio  his  clothosbrondcdvip  and  donn; 
For  he  in  gcmnicsgreotly  gan  dolj-te.  3000 

More  delicat,  more  pompoiis  of  array,  (4S1) 
More  proud  was  never  emperonr  than  he  : 
That  ilke  olotli,  that  he  had  wered  o  day. 
After  that  tymc  lie  nolde  it  never  see. 
Nettes  of  gold-throd  hadde  he  gret  plentee 
To  fisshe  in  Tybre,  whan  him  liste  pleye. 
His  lustes  wei'e  al  hiwe  in  his  decree, 
For  fortune  as  his  freend  him  woldo  obeye. 

He  Home  brende  for  his  delicacyc  ; 
The  senatours  he  slow  up-on  a  day,     3070 
To  here  how  men  wolde  wepe  and  ci-yc  ; 
And  slow  his  brother,  and  by  his  sister 
lay.  (492) 

His  moder  made  he  in  pitous  array  ; 
For  he  hir  wombe  slitte,  to  biholde 
Wher  he  conceyved  was  ;  so  weilawey  ! 
That  he  so  litcl  of  his  moder  tolde  !     :,6-;6 

"So  tere  out  of  his  yen  for  that  sighto 
Ne  cam,  but  seyde,  '  a  fair  womman  was 

she.* 
Gret  wonder  is,  how  that  he  coudc  or 

mighte  (499) 

Be  domesman  of  hir  dede  beautee.      36H0 
The  wyn  to  brijigen  him  comaunded  he. 
And  drank  anon  ;  non  other  wo  he  made. 
Wlian  might  is  joyned  rm-to  crueltcc, 
Alias !  to  depe  wol  the  venim  wade  !  3684 

Tn  yonthe  a  maister  hadde  this  emperour. 
To  teche  him  Icttemre  and  curtcisye, 
For  of  moral  itec  he  was  the  flour, 
As  in  his  tymc,  but-if  bokes  lye  ; 
And  whyl  this   maister    hadde   of  him 
maistrye,  3'>S9 

He  maked  him  so  conning  and  so  souple 
That  longe  tytne  it  was  er  tiriuinyo  (511) 
Or  any  vyce  dorste  on  hixn  itncouple. 

This  Seneca,  of  which  that  I  devyse, 
By-cause  Xcro  hadde  of  hini  swich  drcde. 
For  he  fro  vyces  wolde  him  ay  chastyse 
Discreetly  as  1%-  wortle  and  nat  by  dede  ; — 


'  Sir,'  woldo  he  scyn,  '  an  emperour  moot 
nede  3<'07 

Be  vertuous,  and  hate  tirannye' — 
For  which  he  in  a  bath  made  him  to  blodo 
On  bothe  his  amies,  til  ho  moste  dye. 

This  Nero  hadde  eek  of  acustumaunco 
In  youtho  agcyn  his  maister  for  to  ryse. 
Which  afterward  him  thoughtc  a  greet 
grevaiance ;  (523) 

Therfor  he  made  him  deyen  in  this  wyse. 
But  nathcles  this  Seneca  the  wj'so      3;<'i.i 
Choes  in  a  bath  to  deyo  in  this  manero 
Kiither  than  han  another  tormentyse ; 
And  thus  hath  Noro  slayn  his  maister  dero. 

Now  111  it  so  that  fortune  list  no  leuger 
The  bye  pryde  of  Nero  to  cheryce  ;      3710 
For  though  that  he  were  strong,  yet  was 

she  stronger ;  (531) 

She  thoughte  thus,  '  by  god,  I  am  to  nyco 
To  sette  a  man  that  is  fuliild  of  vyce 
In  heigh  degree,  and  emperour  him  cnllo. 
By  god,  out  of  liis  seto  I  wol  him  tryce ; 
When  he  leest  weneth,   sonest  shal  he 

falle.'  37"' 

The  peple  roos  up-on  him  on  a  night 
For  his  dofauto,  and  whan  he  it  espyed, 
Out  of  his  dores  anon  he  hath  him  dight 
Alone,  and,  thcr  he  wcnde  han  ben  allyod, 
He  knokked  faste,  and  ay,  the  more  ho 

crycd,  (541)  /^7-» 

The  faster  shette  they  the  doves  alio  ; 
Tho  wiste  he  wol  he  hadde  him-self  mis- 

gyetl. 
And  wente  his  wey,  no  lengcr  dorsto  he 

calle. 

The  pcplc  co'de  and  rombled  np  and  do\in, 
That  with  his  eros  herdo  ho  how  they 

seyde,  3726 

'  Wher  is  this  false  tyrannt,  tliis  Neroun  ?' 
For  fere  almost  out  of  his  wit  he  breyde. 
And  to  his  goddos  pitously  ho  preyd« 
For  socoTir,  but  it  mighte  nat  bitj-do.  3730 
For  drede  of  this,  him  thoughto  that  ho 

deyde,  (55O 

And  ran  in^o  a  gardin,  him  to  hyde. 

Anil  in  tliis  gardin  fond  ho  cherles  twcye 
That  seten  by  a  fyr  ful  greet  and  reed, 
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And  to  thise  clierlos  two  he  pan  to  preye 
To  sleen  him,  and.  to  girilen  of  his  heed, 
That  to  his  body,  wliau  tliat  ho  ■were  deed, 
Wore  no  despyt  j'-doon,  for  his  defame. 
Him-self  he  slow,  ho  coTide  no  b<itter  reed, 
Of  which  fortune  lough,  and  liaddo  a 
game.  3740 

De  Olofeuno  (Hoixjfkrxes). 

"Was  never  capitayn  under  a  king       (561) 
That  regnes  mo  puttc  in  subjeccionn, 
No  stronger  was  in  feeld  of  alio  thing. 
As  in  his  tymo,  ne  gi'etter  of  rcnoun,  3744 
No  more  pompons  in  heigh  presumpcioun 
Than  Olofemo,  which  fortune  ay  kiste 
So  likcrously,  and  ladde  him  np  and  doun 
Til  that  his  heed  was  of,  er  tliat  he  wiste. 

Nat  only  that  this  world  haddo  him.  in 

awe 
For  lesinge  of  richessc  or  libertee,       3750 
But  he  made  evei-y  man  reneye  his  lawe. 
'  Nabugodonosor  was  god,'  seyde  ho,   (57-') 
'  Noon  other  god  sholde  adoured  be.' 
Ageyns  his  heste  no  wight  dar  trcspace 
Save  in  Betliulia,  a  strong  citee,  3755 

"Wher  Eliachim  a  prest  was  of  that  place. 

But  tak  kcpe  of  the  dooth  of  Olofern  ; 
Aniidde  his  host  he  dronke  lay  a  night, 
With-inne  his  tente,  large  as  is  a  bern. 
And   yit,   for  al   his   ponipe  and  al   his 

might,  3760 

.Tniiith,  a  womman,  as  ho  lay  upright, 
Sloping,  his  heed  of  smoot,  and  from  his 

tente  •  (582) 

Ful  prively  she  stal  from  every  wight. 
And  with  his  heed  nnto  liLr  toun   she 

wente. 

Dk  Rfoe  Anthiociio  illustri. 

Wliat  nedeth  it  of  King  Anthiochns  37()5 
To  telle  his  hye  royal  magostec, 
His  hye  pi-j-de,  his  werkes  venimous? 
For  swich  anotlior  was  ther  noon  as  lie. 
Eede  which  that  he  was  in  Machabee, 
And  redo  the  proudc  wordes  that  he  seyde. 
And  why  he  fil  fi-o  heigh  prosporiteo,   (591) 
And  in  an  hil  how  wrochedly  lie  il«yde. 


Fortunehlm  haddo  onhaunced  .so  in  pryde 
Tliat  verraily  he  wendc  he  mighte  attaynfl 
Unto  the  sten-es,  upon  every  syde,  3775 
And  in  balance  weyen  och  montayne. 
And  alio  the  flodos  of  the  see  rcstrayne. 
And  goddos  peplo  hadde  he  most  in  hato. 
Hem  wolde  ho  sloen  in  torment  and  in 

payne, 
Wening  that  god  ne  mighte  his  pi-yde 

abate.  (600)  3780 

And  for  that  Nichanor  and  Thimothee 
Of  Jewes  weren  venquisshed  mightily, 
Unto  the  Jewes  swich  an  hato  haddo  ho 
That  he  bad  greithe  his  char  ful  hastily, 
An<l  swoor,  and  soydo,  ful  dospitoiisly, 
Unto  .lerusalem  ho  w<ddo  eft-sone,      3786 
To  -wreken  his  ire  on  it  ful  cruelly ; 
But  of  his  purpos  ho  was  let  ful  sone. 

God  for  liis  nianaco  him  so  sore  smoot 
With  invisible  woundo,  ay  incurable,  3790 
That  in  his  guttes  carf  it  so  and  boot  (611) 
That  his  peynes  weren  importable. 
And  certeinly,  the  wreche  was  reson.able, 
For  many  a  mannes  guttes  dide  he  peyne  ; 
But  from  liis  pur^ios  cursed  and  damp- 

nablo  3795 

For  al  his  smert  he  wolde  him  nat  re- 

streyne  ; 

But  bad  anon  apparaillen  his  host, 
And  sodeynly,  er  he  of  it  was  war, 
God  daunted  al  his  pryde  and  al  his  host. 
For  he  so  sore  fil  out  of  his  char,        3800 
Tliat  it  his  limes  and  his  skin  to-tar,  (6ji) 
So  that  he  neither  mighte  go  ne  ryde, 
Biat  in  a  chayer  men  aboute  liim  bar, 
Al  for-brused,  bothe  bak  and  syde.      3804 

Tlie  wreche  of  god  him  smoot  so  cruelly 
That  thurgh  his   body   wikketl   worme.5 

crept 0 ; 
And  ther-with-al  he  stank  so  horribly, 
That  noon  of.al  his   meynee   that  him 

kepte, 
\Vliether  so  he  wook  or  elles  slepte,   3809 
Ne  mighte  noght  for  stink  of  him  endure. 
In  this  meschief  he  waylod  and  eek  wept<?, 
And  knew  god  lord  of  every  creature. 

To  al  bis  host  an<l  to  him-self  also      (633) 
Ful  wlatsom  was  the  stink  of  his  careyne ; 
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No  mnji  nt-  iiiiglite  liini  l^cre  to  ne  fi'o. 
And    in    tliis    stink    and    this    horrible 

peyne  3816 

He  starf'ful  wrecchedly  in  a  nionteyno. 
Thus  hath  this  robbonr  and  this  homicyde. 
That  many  a   man   made  to   ■\v(>pe   and 

l>leyne.  ,?Si9 

Swich  gviertion  as  bilongeth  unto  pryde. . 

I>E    At.EXAXDI!0. 

The  storie  of  Alisaundre  is  so  coniune. 
That  every  ■\vight  that  hath  discrecioun 
Hath  herd  somwhat  or  al  of  his  fortune. 
This  Avyde  world,  as  in  conclusioun,  (644) 
He   wan   by  strengthe,    or   for  his    hye 

ronoi\n  3825 

They  weren  glad  for  pees  un-to  him  sende. 
The  pryde  of  man  and  beste   he   leyde 

adoun, 
Wher-so  he  cam.  un-to  the  worldes  ende. 

Comparisoun  might  never  yit  be  niaked 
Bitwixe  him  and  another  conquerour  ; 
For  al  this  woi-ld  for  drede  of  him  hath 

quaked,  (651)  .3831 

He  was  of  knighthode  andof  fredom  flour ; 
Fortune  him  made  the  heir  of  hir  honour  ; 
Save  Av-yii  and  wommen,  no-thing  mighte 

aswage 
His  lij'c  entente  in  amies  and  labour  ; 
So  was  he  ful  of  leonyn  corage.  3836 

\^^lat  preys  were  it  to  him,  though  T  vow 

tolde 
Of  Darius,  and  an  hundred  tliousand  mo, 
Of  kinges,  princes,  erles,  dukes  bolde, 
"\Nliiclic  he  conquered,  and  broghte  hem 

in-to  wo  ?  3840 

I  seye,  as  fer  as  man  may  ryde  or  go,  (661) 
The  world  was  his,  what  sholde  I  more 

dcA'j'se  ? 
For  though  I  write  or  tolde  you  evermo 
Of  liis  knighthode,  it  mighte  nat  sufFj'se. 

Twelf  yeer  he  regned,  as  seith  Machabee  ; 
Pliilippes  sone  of  Maccdoyne  he  was,  3846 
That  first  was  king  in  Grece  the  contrec. 
O  worthy  gentil  Alisarindre,  alias  ! 
That  ever  sliolde  fallen  swich  a  cas  !  3849 
Empoisoned  of  thynowene  folk  thou  were; 


Tliy  ei/s  fortune  hath  turned  into  as,  (671) 
And  >it  for  thee  ne  weep  she  never  a  tere  ! 

"Who  shal  me  .^-even  teres  to  oompleyne 
Thedeethof  gentillesse  and  of  fraunchyse. 
That  al  the  world  welded  in  his  denieyno, 
And    yit    him    thoughte   it    mighte   nat 
suflfyse  ?  3856 

So  ful  was  his  corage  of  heigh  empryse. 
Alias !  who  shal  me  helpe  to  endyte 
False  fortune,  and  poison  to  despyse. 
The  whiche  two  of  al  this  wo  I  wj-te  ?  38rHi 

De  Jviao  Cesare. 

By  wisdom,  manhede,  and  by  greet  labour 
Fro  humltle  bed  to  royal  magestee,     (682) 
Up  roos  he,  Julius  the  conquerour, 
That  wan  al  th'occident  by  lond  and  sec. 
By  strengthe  of  bond,  or  elles  by  tretee. 
And  un-to  Eome  made  hem  tributarie  ; 
And  sitthe  of  l?ome  the  emperour  was  he. 
Til  that  fortune  wex  his  adversarie. 

0  mighty  Cesar,  that  in  Thessalye 
Ageyn  Pompeius,  fader  thyn  in  lawe,  3870 
That  of  th'orient  hadde  al  the  chivalrj-e 
As  fer  as  that  the  day  biginneth  dawe, 
Thou  thurgh  thy  knighthode  hast  hem 

take  and  slawe,  {(^i) 

Save  fowe  folk  that  with  Pompeius  fledde, 
Thurgh  which  thou  puttest  al  th'orient 

in  awe.  3875 

Thanke  fortune,  that  so  wel  thee  spedde  ! 

But  now  a  lit  el  whyl  I  wol  biwaille 

This  Poinpeius,  tliis"nol)le  governour 

Of  Home,  which  that  flcigb  at  this  bataillc ; 

1  seye,  oon  of  his  men,  a  fals  traitour,  (7(x)) 
His  heed  of  smoot,  to  winnen  him  favour 
Of  Julius,  and  him  the  heed  he  broghte. 
Alias,  Pompey,  of  th'orient  conquerour. 
That    fortune    unto    swich    a   fyu    thoe 

broghte  I 

To  Rome  ageyii  repaireth  Julius         3885 
With  his  triumphe,  laui'eat  ful  hye. 
But  on  a  tyme  Brutus  Cassins, 
'J'liat  ever  hadde  of  liis  h.Ae  estaat  envye, 
Ful  privelj-  hatli  maad  conspiracye 
Agoins  this  Julius,  in  subtil  wyse,       3890 
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And  cast  tho  jilaee,  in  whiche  he  sliolclc 
dye  (7") 

With  boydekins,  as  I  slial  yow  devyse. 

This  Julius  to  tho  Capitolic  wento 
Upon  a  day,  as  he  was  wont  to  goon, 
And  in  the  Capitolie  anon  him  hcnte  3895 
This  false  Brutus,  and  his  othere  foon. 
And  stikede  him  with  boydekins  anoon 
With  many  a  wounde,  and  tlius  they  lete 

him  lye ; 
But  never  gronte  he  at  no  strook  but  oon, 
Or  elles  at  two,  mt-if  his  storie  lye.    sqixj 

So  manly  was  this  Julius  at  herte       (721) 
And  so  wel  lovedo  estaatly  honestee, 
That,  though   his   dcedly  woundes  sore 

smerte, 
His  mantel  over  his  hippes  casteth  he, 
For  no  man  sholde  seen  his  privitee.  3905 
And,  as  he  lay  on  deying  in  a  traunce, 
And  wiste  verraily  that  deed  was  he, 
Of  honestee  yit  hadde  he  remembraunce. 

Luean,  to  thee  this  storio  I  recomende, 
f  And  to  Sweton,  and  to  ■[■  Valerie  also,  3910 
'-That  of  this   storie   wiyten   word   and 
ende,  (730 

How  that  to  thise  grete  conqueroures  two 
Fortune  was  first  freend,  and  sithen  fo. 
No  man  ne  truste  up-on  hir  favour  longe, 
But  have  hir  in  awayt  for  ever-mo.  3915 
Witnessc  on  alle  thise  conqueroures 
stronge, 

CUESUS. 

This  riche  Cresus,  whylom  king  of  Lyde, 
Of  whiche  Cresus  Cyriis  sore  him  draddc, 
Yit  was  he  caught  amiildes  al  his  pryde. 
And  to  be  brent  men  to  the  fyr  him  ladde. 
But  swioli  a  reyn  doixn  fro  tlie  welkne 
shaddo  ^74')  39-' 

That  slow  tho  fyr,  and  made  him  to  escape ; 
But  to  be  war  no  grace  yet  he  hadde. 
Til  fortune  on  the  galwes  made  him  gape. 

Whan  he  escaxKsd  was,  he  can  nat  stents 
For  to  biginne  a  newc  werre  agayn.    3926 


He  wende  wel,  for  that  fortune  him  sente 
Swich  hap,  that   lie   escaped  thurgh  the 
rayn,  (74'*) 

That  of  his  foos  he  mighte  nat  be  slajn  ; 
And  eek  a  sweven  up-on  a  night  ho  mette, 
Of  which  he  was  so  proud  and  eek  so  fayn, 
Tliat  in  vengeauucc  he  al  his  herte  setto. 

Up-on  a  tree  he  was,  as  that  him  thoughte, 
Ther  Juppiter  liim  wesh,  botho  bak  and 

syde,  (754) 

And   Phebus   eek    a    fair    towaille  him 

broughtc  3935 

To  drye  him  with,  and  ther-for  wex  hia 

pryde ; 
And  Ui  his  loghter,  that  stood  him  bisyde, 
Wliich   that  ho  know  in  heigh   scienca 

habounde, 
Ho  bad  hir  telle  him  what  it  siguifyde, 
And  she  his  dreem  bigan  right  thus  ex- 

pounde.  394o 

'  The  tree,'  quod  she,   '  the  galwes  is  to 

mene,  (761) 

.Ajid  Juppiter  bitokneth  snow  and  reyn, 
And  Phebus,  with  his  towaille  so  clene, 
Tho  ben  the  sonne  stremes  for  to  seyn ' 
Thou  shalt  anhanged  bo,  fader,  certeyn ; 
Eejni  shal  thee  wasshe,  and  sonne  shal 

thee  di-ye  ; '  394<5 

Thus  warned  she  him  ful  plat  and  ful 

pleyn. 
His    doughter,    which    that    called   wa;: 

Phanye. 

Anh.ange.d  was  Cresus,  the  proude  king. 
His  royal  trone  mighte  him  nat  availle. — 
Tragedie  is  noon  other  maner  thing,  (jji) 
Ne  can  in  singing  crye  ne  biwaille,     3952 
But  for  that  fortune  alwey  woLassaille 
With  unwar  strook  the  regnes  that  ben 

proude  ; 

For  when  men  trtisteth  hir,  than  wol  sho 

faille,  3955 

!  And  covere  hir  brightc  face  with  a  cloudc. 

[See  1.  35<'>5  on  p.  536. 

Explicit  Tnujedia. 


Here  stinteth  the  Knight  the  Monk  of  his  Tale. 
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'  Ho  I '    quod  the  knight,    '  good  sir,  na- 
more  of  this,  3957 

That  ye  han  seyd  is  right  j'-noiigh,  j'-wis, 
And  mocliel  more  ;  for  litel  hevinesse 
Is  right  y-nough  to  mochel  folk,  I  gesse. 
I  seyo  for  me,  it  is  a  greet  disesc  3961 

Wher-as  men  han  ben   in  greet  welthe 

and  ese, 
To  heren  of  hir  sodeyn  fal,  alias  ! 
And    the    contrarie    is  joie    and    greet 
solas,  3964 

As  whan  a  man  hath  been  in  povre  estaat, 
And  clymbeth  up,  and  wexeth  fortunat, 
And  ther  abj-deth  in  prosperitee,  (11) 

Swich  thing  is  gladsom,  as  it  thiiiketh  me. 
And  of  swich  thing  were  goodly  for  to 

'\e,'  quod  our  hoste,   'by  seint   Poulcs 

belle,  3970 

Ye   seye    right    sooth ;     this    monk,   he 

clappeth  loude, 
He  spall  how   "fortune   covered  with  a 

cloude  " 
I  uoot  never  what,  and  als  of  a  "  Tragedie" 
llight   now  ye    horde,    and    parde !    no 

remedie  ,, 

It  is  for  to  biwaille,  ne  compleyne      3975 
That  that  is  doon,  and  als  it  is  a  i^eyne, 
As  ye  han  sej'd,  to  here  of  hevinesse.    (21) 
Sir  monk,   na-morc  of  this,  so  god  yow 

blesse : 
Your  tale  anoyeth  al  this  companye  ; 
Swich  talking  is  nat  worth  a  boterllye  ; 
For  thcr-in  is  ther  no  desport  ne  game. 
^Mierfor,  sir  Monk,  or  dan  Piers  by  your 

nunie,  3982 


I  preye  yow  hertely,  telle  us  soniwhat  elles, 
For  sikerlj-,  nere  clinlting  of  your  belles, 
That  on  your  brydel  hange  on  every  syde, 
By  heven  king,  that  for  ixs  alle  dyde,  (30) 
I  sliolde  er  this  han  fallen  doun  for  slepe, 
Although  the  slough  had  never  been  so 

dope ;  3988 

Than  had  your  tale  al  be  told  in  vayn. 
For  certeinly,  as  that  thise  clerkcs  seyn, 
"  Wher-as  a  man  may  have  noon  audience, 
Noght  helpeth  it  to  tcllen  his  sentence." 
And  wel  I  woot  the  substance  is  in  me,    "S' 
If  any  thing  shal  wel  reported  be.       3994 
Sir,  sey  somwhat  of  hunting,  I  yow  preye.' 
'  Nay,'  quod  this  monk,  '  I  have  no  lust 

to  pleye ;  (40) 

Now  let  another  telle,  as  I  have  told.' 
Than  spak  our  host,  with  rude  speche 

and  bold, 
And  seyde  un-to  the  Nonnes  Freest  anon, 
'  Com  neer,  thou  preest,  com  hider,  thou 

sir  John,  4000 

Tel   us  swich  thing  as   may   our  hertes 

glade, 
Be  blythe,  though  thou  ryde  up-on  a  jade. 
What  though  thyu  hors  be  botho  foulc 

and  lene,  (47) 

If  ho  wol  serve  thee,  rekke  nat  a  bene  ; 
Look  that  thyn  herto  be  mery  everuio.' 
'  Yis,  sir,'  quod  he, '  yis,  host,  so  mote  I  go, 
But  I  be  mery,  y-wis,  I  wol  be  blamed  : '— ^ 
And  right  anon  his  tale  he  hath  attameil, 
And  thus  he  seyde  un-to  us  overichon, 
This  swote  i}reest,  this  goodly  man,  sir 

John.  4010 
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THE   NONNE    PREESTES   TALE 


Here  biginneth  the  Noiine  Preestes  Tale  of  the  Cok  and  Hen, 
Chaiintecleer  and  Pertelote. 


n 


A  PovitF  widwo,  somdcl  stajio  in  age, 
Was  whyloni  dwelling:  in  a  uarwe  cotage, 
Bisyd^  a  gix)ve,  stoiiding  in  a  dale. 
This  widwe,  of  which  I  telle  yow  my  tale, 
Sin  thilke  day  that  she  was  last  a  wyf, 
In  jjacience  ladde  a  fill  simple  lyi\      4016 
For  litel  was  hir  catel  and  hir  rente  ; 
By  liousbondrj-e,  of  such  as  God  hir  sente, 
She  ft>ud  hir-self,  and  cck  Lir  doghtren 

two. 
Three  large  sowes  hadde  she,  and  namo, 
Three  kyn,  and  eek  a  sheep  that  highte 

Malle,  (11)  4021 

Fill  sooty  was  hir  hour,  and  eek  hir  halle, 
lu  which  she  eet   lul   many  a  sclemlre 

meel. 
Of  in>ynaunt  sauce  hir  ncded  never  a  deel. 
No  deyntee  morsel    passed    thnrgh   hir 

throte ;  •  4025 

Hir  dycte  was  accordant  to  hir  cote. 
IJepleccioun  ne  made  hir  never  sj-k  ; 
Attempreo  dyete  was  al  hii-  phisyk, 
And  exercyse,  and  hertes  suffisaunce.  4029 
The  goiite  lette  hir  no-thing  for  to  daunce, 
N'apoplexye  shente  uat  liir  heed  ;         (21) 
No  wj'n  ne  drank  she,  neither  whjt  ne 

reed  ; 
Hir  bord  was  served  most  with  whjt  and 

hlak, 
Milk  and  bronu  breed,  iu  which  she  fond 

no  lak, 
Seynd  bac(>un,  and  somt,\ine  an  ey   or 

tweje,  4035 

Fi>r  she  was  as  it  -Here  a  maner  deye. 

A  jerd  she  hadde,  enclosed  al  aboiite 
With  stikkes,  and  a  drye  dich  with-oiite. 
In  which  she  hadde  a  cok,  hight  Chann- 

tecleer,  ^oy) 

In  al  the  laud  of  crowing  nas  his  jieer.  (<<.>) 
His  vols  was  merier  than  the  mery  orgon 
On  messe-dayes  that  in  the  chirche  gon ; ' 


Wcl  sikerer  was  his  crowing  in  his  logge, 
Than  is  a  clokke,  or  an  abbey  orlogge. 
By  nature  knew  he  ech  ascencioun    4045 
Of  equiuoxial  in  thilke  toiin  ; 
Ft<r  whan  degrees  fiftene  were  ascended, 
Thanne  crew  he,  that  it  mighte  nat  ben 

amended.  (38; 

His  comb  was  redder  than  the  fyn  coral, 
And  batallod,  as  it  were  a  castel-wal.  4050 
His  bile  was  blak,  and  as  the  jeet  it  shoon  ; 
Lyk  asur  were  his  legges,  and  his  toon  ; 
His  nayles  whj'tter  than  the  lilie  flour. 
And  Ij'k  the  burned  gold  was  his  colour. 
This  gentil  cok  hadde  in  his  govornauuce 
Sevene  hennes,  fortodoonalhisplesauuce, 
Whiche  were  his  sustres  and  his  para- 
mours, 4057 
And  wonder  lyk  to  him,  as  of  colours. 
Of  whiche  the  faireste  hewed  on  hir  throte 
Was  cleped  fairc  damoyselo  Pertelote. 
Curteys  she  was,  discreet,  and  debonaire, 
And   compaignable,   and  bar  hir-self  so 

faire,  (52) 

Sin  thilke  day  that  she  was  seven  night 

old. 
That  trewely  she  hath  the  herte  in  hold 
Of  Chauntecleer  loken  in  every  lith  ;  40O5 
He  loved  hir  so,  that  wel  was  him  ther- 

with. 
But  such  a  joye  was  it  to  here  hem  singe, 
AVhan  that   the    brighte  sonne    gau   to 

springe,  40OS 

In  swetc  accord, '  my  lief  is  faren  in  londe.' 
For  thilke  tyme,  as  I  have  understoiule, 
Bestes  and  briddes  coude  speke  and  singe. 
And  so  bifel,  that  in  a  daweniuge,    (62) 
As  Chauntecleer  among  his  wj-\es  alle 
Sat  on  his  perche,  that  was  in  the  halle, 
And  next  him  sat  this  faire  Pertelote,  4075 
This   Chauntecleer    gan    groucu    iu   hia 

throte, 
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As  man  that  in  his  drocm  is  tlroochod  sore. 
And  whan  tliat  Pertelote  thus  herde  him 

rore,  4^78 

Sho  was  agast,  and  seyde,  '  O  herte  dere, 
What  eyleth  yow,  to  grone  in  this  mancre? 
Ye  heen  a  vcrray  sleper,  fy  for  shame  ! '  { 7 1 ) 
And     he     answerdo     and     seyde     thus, 

'  madanie, 
I  pray  yow,  that  ye  take  it  nat  a^grief : 
By  god,  me  nictto  I  was  in  swich  meschief 
I'ight  now,  that  yet  myn  herte  is  sore 

afright.  +085 

Xow  god,'  quod  he,  '  my  swevene  recche 

aright. 
And  keep  my  body  out  of  foul  prisonn  ! 
Me  mettc,  how  tliat  I  romed  up  and  doun 
Withinno    ovir    yerde,    wher-as   I   saugh 

a  bcste, 
Was  lyk  an  hound,  and  wolde  han  maad 

aresto  4090 

Upon  my  body,  and  wolde  han  had  me 

deed.  (81) 

His  colour  was  hitwixe  yelwc  and  reed  ; 
And  tipped  was  his  tail,  and  bothe  his  eres. 
With  blak,   unlyk  the  remenant  of  his 

heres ; 
His   snowte    smal,    with   glowinge    eyen 

twej'C.  4095 

\  Yet  of  his  look  for  fere  almost  I  deye ; 

a    __^This  caused  me  my  gronihg,  doutelees.' 

'  Avoy ! '  quod  she,  '  fy  on  yow,  hertc- 

lees ! 
Alias  !'  quod  she,  'for,  by  that  god  above. 
Now  han  ye  lost  myn  herte  and  al  my 

love ;  4'*^o 

I  can  nat  love  a  coward,  by  my  feith.  (91) 
For  certes,  what  so  any  woniman  soith. 
We  alle  dcsyren,  if  it  mighte  be. 
To  han  housbondes  hardy,  wyse,  and  free, 
And  secree,  and  no  nigard,  ne  no  fool,  4105 
Nc  him  that  is  agast  of  every  tool. 
No  noon  avauntonr,  by  that  god  above ! 
How  dorstc  yo  seyn  for  shame  unto  your 

love, 
That  any  thing  mighte  make  yow  aferd  ? 
Have  ye  no  mannes  herte,  and  han  a  herd  ? 
Alias !  and  conne  ye  been  agiust  of  swe- 

venis?  (loi)    4111 

No-thing,  god  wot,  but  vanitee,  in  sweven 

is. 
Swevenes  engendren  of  replecciouns, 


And  ofte  of  fume,  and  of  complecciouns, 
Whan  humours  been  to  habiindant  in  a 
wight.  411,1 

Certes  this   dreem,   which   ye   han   mot 

to-night, 
Cometh  of  the  grete  superflaitee 
Of  youre  rede  colera,  pardee. 
Which  causeth   folk  to  dreden  in   hero 
dremes  ('<*,') 

Of  arwes,  and  of  fj-r  with  rede  lemos,  4120 
Of  grete  bestes,  that  they  wol  hem  byte, 
Of  contek,  and  of  whelpes  grete  and  lytc ; 
Right  as  the  humour  of  malencolye 
Causeth  ful  many  a  man,  in  sleep,  to  cryc, 
For  fore  of  blake  beres,  or  boles  blako,  41  j.5 
Or  elles,  blako  develes  wole  licm  take. 
Of  othere  humours  coude  I  telle  also, 
That  werken  many  a  man  in  sleep  ful  wo; 
Bnt  I  wol  passe  as  lightly  as  I  can. 

Lo   Catoun,   which   that  was    so  wys 

a  man,  4130 

Seyde  he  nat    thus,    ne   do  no    fors  of 

dremes?  ('-2') 

Now,  sire,'  quod  she,   '  whan  we  flee  fro 

the  hemes, 
For  Goddes  love,  as  tak  som  laxatyf ; 
Up  peril  of  my  soule,  and  of  my  lyf,    4134 
I  counseille  yow  the  beste,  I  wol  nat  lye. 
That  bothe -of  colere  and  of  malencolye 
Yo  purge  yow  ;  and  for  yo  shul  nat  tarie, 
Though  in  this  toun  is  noon  apotecarie, 
I  shal  my-self  to  herbes  techen  yow, 
That  shul  ben  for  your  hele,  and  for  yovir 
prow;  4i4'> 

And  in  ovir  yerd  tho  herbes  shal  I  fimle, 
The    which©    han    of  hir   proprctee,   by 
kinde,  (13^) 

To  purgen  yow  binethe,  and  eek  above. 
Forget  not.this,  for  goddes  owene  love  ! 
Ye  been  ful  colerik  of  compleccioun.  4145 
Ware  the  sonne  in  liis  ascencioun 
Ne  lynde   yow  nat   repleet   of  humours 

hote ; 
And  if  it  do,  I  dar  wel  leye  a  grote, 
That  ye  shul  have  a  fevere  terciane, 
Or  an  agu,  that  may  bo  youre  banc.    4150 
A  day  or  two  yo  shul  have  digestyves  (141) 
Of  wormes,  er  ye  take  jour  laxatyves, 
Of  lauriol,  centaure,  and  fumctere, 
Or  elles  of  ellebor,  that  groweth  there, 
Of  catapucc,  or  of  gaytres  beryis,         4155 
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Of  erbe  yve,  growing  in  our  yerd,  that 

mory  is ; 
Pekko  lieru  np  right  as  they  g^-owe,  and 

etc  hem  in. 
Bo  mery,  housbond,  for  your  fader  kin ! 
Dredeth  no  dreem  ;   I  can  say  yow  na- 

more.'  ('49) 

'  MadHuic,'  quod  he,   ^  (fraunt  mercy  of 

your  lore.  4i6t) 

But  nathelees,  as  touching  daun  Catoun, 
Tluit  hath  of  wisdom  such  a  greet  renoun, 
Though  that  he   bad  no  di-emes   for  to 

drede, 
By  god,  men  niaj-  in  olde  bokes  rede 
Of  many  a  man,  more  of  auctoritee     4165 
Than  ever  Catoun  was,  so  mote  I  thee, 
That  al  the  revers  seyn  of  his  sentence, 
And  han  wel  founden  by  experience, 
That  dremes  ben  significaciouns, 
As  wel  of  joye  as  tribulacioujis  4170 

That  folic  endureri  in  tliis  lyf  present.  (i6i) 
Ther  nedeth  make  of  this  noon  argument ; 
The  verray  preve  sheweth  it  in  dede. 
Oon  of  the  gretteste  auctours  that  men 

retle 
Seith    thus,    that    whylom    two   felawes 

wente  4175 

On  pilgrimage,  in  a  ful  good  entente  ; 
And  happed  so,  thay  come  into  a  toun, 
^Mier-as  ther  was  swich  congregacioun 
Of  peple,  and  eek  so  streit  of  herbergage 
That  thej-  ne  founde  as  muche  as  o  cotage 
In  which  they  bothe  mighte  y-logged  be. 
Wherfor  thay  mosten,  of  necessiteo,  (17.:) 
As  for  that  night,  departen  compaiguye  ; 
And  ech  of  hem  goth  to  his  hostoliye. 
And  took  his  logging  as  it  wolde  falle.  4185 
That  oon  of  hem  was  logged  in  a  stalle, 
Fer  in  a  yerd,  with  oxen  of  the  plough  ; 
That  other  man  was  logged  wel  y-nough, 
As  was  his  avcnture,  or  his  fortune,    4189 
That  xis  govcrneth  alle  as  in  commune. 

And  so  bifel,  that,  longe  er  it  were  day, 
This  man  mette  in  his  bed,  ther-as  he  lay, 
How  that    his    felawe    gau   up-ou   him 

calle,  (183) 

And  scyde,  "  alias  !  for  in  an  oxes  stalle 
This  night  I  shai  bo  mordred  tiier  I  lye. 
Now  help  me,  dere  brother,  er  I  dye;  4196 
In  alle  haste  com  to  me,"  he  sayde. 
This  man  out  of  his  sleep  for  fere  abrayde ; 


But  whan  that  he  was  wakned  of  his  sleep, 
He  turned  him,  and  took  of  this  no  keep  ; 
Him  thoughte  his  dreem  nas  but  a vanitee. 
Thus  twyesin  his  sleping  dremed  he.  (192) 
And  atte  thridde  tyme  yet  his  felawe 
Cam,  as  him  thoughte,  and  seide,  "  I  am 

now  slawe  ; 
Bihold  my  blody  woundes,  depe  and  wyde ! 
Arjs  up  erly  in  the  morwe-tyde,  4206 

And  at  the  west  gate  of  the  toun, "quod  he, 
"  A  carte  ful  of  dong  ther  shaltow  see. 
In  which  my  body  is  hid  ful  prively ; 
Do  thilke  carte  aresten  boldely.  4210 

My  gold   caused   my  mordre,    sooth    to 

sayn  ; "'  (301) 

And  tolde  him  every  poynt  how  he  was 

slayn, 
With  a  ful  pitous  face,  i)ale  of  hewe. 
And  truste  wel,  his  dreem  he  fond  ful 

trewe  ; 
For  on  the  morwe,  as  sone  as  it  was  daj-. 
To  his  felawes  in  he  took  the  way  ;      4216 
And  whan  that  he  cam  to  this  oxes  stalle, 
After  his  felawe  he  bigan  to  calle. 

The  hostiler  answered  him  anon. 
And  seyde,  "  sire,  your  felawe  is  agon,  4220 
As  sone  as  day  he  wente  out  of  the  toun." 
This  man  gan  fallen  in  suspecioun,  (212) 
Eemembring  on  his  dremes  that  he  mette, 
And  forth  he  goth,  no  lenger  wolde  he 

lette,  4224 

Unto  the  west  gate  of  the  toun,  and  fond 
A  dong-carte,  as  it  were  to  donge  lend, 
That  was  arrayed  in  the  same  ^vj'se 
As  ye  han  herd  the  dede  man  devj'se  ; 
And  with  an  hardy  hcrte  he  gan  to  erye 
Vengeaunce  and  justice  of  this  felonye  : — 
"  My  felawe  mordred  is  this  same  night. 
And  in  this  carte  he  lyth  gapinge  upright. 
I  cry-o  out  on  theministres,"  quod  he,  (223) 
"  That  sholden  kepe  and  reulenthis  citee  ; 
Harrow !    alias !     her     lyth    my    felawe 

slayn ! "  4235 

AMiat  sholde  I  more  iin-to  this  talc  sayn  ? 
The  peple  out-sterte,  and  caste  the  cart  to 

grountle. 
And   in   the   middel   of   the   dong   they 

founde 
The  dede  man,  that  mordred  was  al  newe. 
O   blisfitl  goil,    that   art   so   just  and 


trewe 


4240 
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IvO,   how  that    thou    biwreyest    mordre 
'  alway  !  (^3') 

Mordre  wol  out,  that  see  we  day  by  day. 
Mordre  is  so  wlatsom  and  abhominable 
To  god,  that  is  so  just  and  resonable, 
That  he  ne  wol  nat  suffre  it  holed  be ;  4245 
Though  it  abyde  a  yeer,  or  two,  or  three, 
Mordre  wol  out,  this  my  conclusioun. 
And  right  anoon,  ministres  of  that  toun 
Han  hent  the  carter,  and  so  sore  him 
pyned,  (239) 

And  eek  the  hostiler  so  sore  engyned,  4250 
That  thay  biknewe  hirwikkednesse  anoon. 
And  were  an-hanged  by  the  nekke-boon. 
Here  may  men  seen  that  dremes  been 
to  drode. 
And  certes,  in  the  same  book  I  rede, 
Right  in  the  nexte  chapitre  after  this, 
(I  gabbe  nat,  so  have  I  joye  or  blis,)    4256 
Two  men  that  wolde  ]«ftn  passed  over  see, 
For  certeyn  cause,  in-to  a  fer  contree, 
If  that  the  wind  ue  hadde  been  contrarie, 
That  made  hem  in  a  citee  for  to  tarie,  4260 
That   st<x>d    ful    mery  upon   an   Jiaven- 
sydc.  (25  0 

But  on  a  day,  agajni  the  even-tyde. 
The  wind  gan  cliavinge,  and  blew  right 

as  hem  leste. 
Jolif  and  glad  they  wente  un-to  hir  reste, 
And  casten  hem  ful  erly  for  to  saille  ;  4265 
But  fto  that  00  man  fil  a  greet  mervaille. 
That  oon  of  hem,  in  sloping  as  he  lay. 
Him  mette  a  wonder  dreem,  agayn  the 

day ; 
Him  thoughte  a  man  stood  by  his  beddes 

syde, 

And    him    comaunded,    that   he   sholde 

abyde,  4270 

And  scyde  him  thus,  "if  thou  to-morwo 

wende,  (261) 

Thou  shalt  be  dreynt ;  my  tale  is  at  an 

ende." 
He  wook,  and  tolde  his  felawe  what  he 

mette, 
And  preyde  him  his  viage  for  to  lette ; 
As  for  that  day,  he  preyde  him  to  abyde. 
His  fclawo,  that  lay  by  his  beddes  syile, 
Gan  for  to  laughe,  and  scorned  him  ful 

faste. 
"  No  dreem,"  quod  he,  "  may  so  myn  herte 
agaste, 


That  I  wol  lette  for  to  do  my  thinges. 
I  setto  not  a  straw  by  thy  dreminges,  4280 
For  swevenes  been  but  vanitees  and  japes. 
Men  dreme  al-day  of  owles  or  of  apes,  (272} 
And  eke  of  many  a  muse  thorwithal ; 
Men  dreme  of  thing  that  never  was  no 
shaL  4-2«4 

But  sith  I  see  that  thou  wolt  beer  abyde. 
And  thus  for-sleuthen  wilfullj'  thy  tyde, 
God  wot  it  reweth  me ;    and  have  good 

day." 
And  thus  he  took  his  leve,  and  wente  his 

way. 
But  er   tliat  he  hadde   halfe   his   coui-s 

y-seyled, 
Noot  I  nat  why,  ue  what  mischaunce  it 
eyled,  4-'9" 

But  casuelly  the  shippcs  botmo  rente,  (281) 
And  ship  and  man  under  the  water  wente 
In  siglite  of  otherc  shippes  it  byside. 
That  with  hem  seyled  at  the  same  tyde. 
And  therfor,  faire  Pertelote  so  dere,  4295 
By  swiche  ensami)les  olde  maistow  lere, 
That  no  man  sholde  been  to  recchelees 
Of  dremes,  for  I  sey  thee,  doutelees, 
That  many  a  dreem  ful  sore   is  for  to 
drede.  4299 

Lo,  in  the  lyf  of  scint  Kenelm,  I  rede. 
That  was  Kenulphus  sone,  the  noble  king 
Of    Mercenrike,   how   Keuclm    mette    a 
thing ;  (292) 

A  lyte  er  he  was  mordred,  on  a  day. 
His  mordre  in  his  avisioun  he  saj-. 
His  uorice  him  cxpouned  every  del     4305 
His  sweven,  and  bad  him  for  to  kepe  him 

wel 
For  traisoun  ;  but  he  nas  but  seven  yeer 

old, 
And  therfore  litel  tale  liath  he  told 
Of  any  dreem,  so  holy  was  his  herte. 
By  god,  I  hadde  lever  than  my  sherte  4310 
That  ye  had  rad  his  legendc,  as  have  I. 
Dame  Pertelote,  I  sey  yow  trcwely,     (302) 
Macrobeiis,  that  writ  th'avisioun 
In  Aflfrike  of  the  worthy  Cipioun, 
Affermeth   dremes,  and  seith  that  thoy 
been  43 '5 

Warning  of  tliiiigos  that  men  after  seen. 
And  forther-morc,   I  pray  yow  loketh 
wel 
In  th'olde  testament,  of  Daniel, 
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If  he  held  dremos  any  vanitee.  4,U9 

Kc!(!d  I'ck  of  JoHfjili,  and  tlier  shul  yo  see 
Wher  dremes  ben  8oirityme(l8ey  nut  allej 
Warninj?  of  tinut^cH  that  shul  after  falle. 
I^)kc  of  Egipt  the  kinfj,  daun  I'harao,  (313) 
His  bakero  and  his  boteler  also,  4^24 

Wher  tlioy  ne  felto  noon  effect  in  dremeH. 
\Vho-so  wol  seken  actes  of  sondry  remcs, 
May  rede  of  dremes  many  a  wonder  thing. 
Lo  Cresus,  which  that  was  of  Lyde  king, 
Mette  ho  nat  that  he  sat  upon  a  tree,  4329 
Which  Bignilied  he  sholde  anhanged  be? 
Lo  lieer  Andromacha,  Ectores  wyf,     (321) 
That  day  that  Ect«jr  sholde  lesc  his  lyf, 
She  dremed  on  the  same  night  biforn. 
How  that  the  lyf  of  Ector  sholde  bo  lorn. 
If  tliilke  "lay  he  wente  in-to  bataille  ;  4335 
She   warned    him.    but    it    mighto    nat 

availle ; 
Ho  wente  for  to  fighte  nathclees, 
JJut  he  was  slajTi  anoon  of  Achilles. 
Hut  thilko  talo  is  al  to  long  to  telle,    4339 
And  eek  it  is  ny  day,  I  may  nat  dwell^. 
Shortly  I  seye,  as  for  conclusioun,       (331) 
That  I  shal  lian  of  this  avisioun 
Adversitee  ;  and  I  seye  forther-more. 
That  I  no  telle  of  laxatyves  no  store, 
For  they  ben  venimous,  I  woot  it  wel ;  4345 
I  hem  defye,  I  love  hem  never  a  del.    ^^^^^ 
Now  let  us  speke  of  mirthe,  and  stinte  I 

althis;  I 

lladumo  I'ertclote,  so  have  I  blis. 
Of  o  thing  god  hath  sent  me  large  grace ; 
For  whan  I  see  the  beautee  of  your  face, 
Ye  ben  so  scarlet-reed  about  your  yiin. 
It  maketh  al  my  drede  for  to  dyen  ;  (342) 
For,  also  siker  as  In  principio, 
Mulier  eat  hoinintD  confMsio  ;  4354 

Madame,  the  sentence  of  this  Latin  is — 
Woniman  is  mannes  joye  and  al  his  blis. 
For  whan  I  fele  a-night  your  ^softe  syde, 
Al-be-it  that  I  may  nat  on  you  ryde. 
For  that  our  perche  is  maad  so  narwe, 

alas! 
I  am  so  ful  of  joye  and  of  solas  4360 

That  I  defye  bothe  sweven  and  drecm.' 
And  with  that  word  he  fley  doun  frcf  the 

beem,  (■352) 

For  it  was  day,  and  cok  his  htnnes  alle  ; 
And  with  a  chuk  ho  gan  hem  lor  to  callc, 
For  he  bad  founde  a  com,  lay  in  the  yerd. 


Royal  he  was,  ho  was  namore  aferd  ;  4*66 
He  tethered  Pertelote  twenty  tyme,~^V 
And  trail  as  ofte,  er  that  it  was  prymej 
He  loketh  as  it  were  a  grim  leoun  ;     4369 
,\nd  on  his  Uxm  he  rometli  up  and  doun, 
Him   deyned   not   to    sette    his    foot   to 

grounde.  ^361) 

He    chukketh,    whan    he    hath   a    corn 

y-fbunde, 
And  to   him  rennen   thannc   his  wy\-es 

alle. 
Tlius  roj-al,  as  a  prince  is  in  his  halle, 
Levo  I  this  Chauntecleer  in  his  pasture  ; 
And  after  wol  I  telle  his  aventure.      4376 
Whan   that  the  month  in   which  the 

world  bigan, 
Tliat  highto  March,  whan  god  first  maked 

man. 
Was  complet,  and  [y]-pafised  were  also. 
Sin  March  bigan,  thritty  dayes  and  two, 
Bifel  that  Chauntecleer,  in  al  his  pryde. 
His  seven  wyves  walking  by  his  syde,  (372) 
Caste  up  his  eyen  to  the  brighte  Sonne, 
That    in    the    signc     of    Taurus    hadde 

y-ronne 
Twenty  degrees  and   oon,  and  somwhat 

more ;  4385 

And  knew  by  kynde,  an<l  by  noon  other 

lore, 
That  it  was  pryme,  and  crew  with  blisful 

stevene. 
'  The  Sonne,'  he  .sayde,  '  is  clomben  up  on 

hevene 
Fourty  degrees  and  oon,  and  more,  y-wis. 
Madame  Pertelote,  my  worbies  blis,  4390 
Herkneth  thise  blisful  briddes  how  they 

singe,  f38i) 

Aiid   see  the   fresshe   floures    how  they 

springe  ; 
Ful  is  myn  herte  of  revel  and  solas.' 
But  sodeiuly  him  fil  a  sorweful  cas  ; 
For  ever  the  latter  ende  of  joye  is  wo.  4395 
God  woot  that  worldly  joye  is  sone  ago ; 
And  if  a  rethor  coude  fairo  endyte. 
He  in  a  cronique  saufly  mighto  it  wryte, 
As  for  a  sovereyn  notabilitee.  4599 

Xow  every  wys  man,  lat  him  herkne  me; 
This  storie  is  al-so  trcwe,  I  undertake,  ('391} 
As  is  the  book  of  Launcelot  de  Lake, 
That  womrnen  holde  in  ful  gret  reverence. 
Now  wol  I  tome  agayn  to  my  sentence. 
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A  col-fox,  ful  of  sly  iniquitee,  4405 

That   iu   the  giove  liadde  •woned  yeres 

three, 
By  heigh  imaginacioun  forn-cast, 
The  same  night  thui-gh-out  the  hegges 

brast 
Into  the  yerd,  ther  Chatintecleer  the  faire 
Was  Avont,  and  eek  his  wj'ves,  to  repaire ; 
And  iu  a  bed  of -wortes  stille  he  lay,  (401) 
Til  it  was  passed  undern  of  the  day, 
AVayting   his  tj-nie   on  Chauutecleer  to 

falle. 
As  gladly  doon  thise  homicydes  alle, 
That  in  awayt  liggeu  to  mordre  men.  4415 
O  false  uiordrer,  lurking  in  thy  den  ! 
O  newe  Scariot,  newe  Genilon ! 
False  dissimilour,  O  Greek  Sinon, 
That  broghtest  Troye  al  outrely  to  sorwe  ! 

0  Chauutecleer,  acursed  be  that  morwe, 
That  thou  into  that  yerd  flough  fro  the 

hemes !  (411)  4421 

Thou    were    ful    wel    y-wamed    by  thy 

dremes, 

That  thilke  day  was  perilous  to  thee. 
But  what  that  god  forwoot  mot  nedes  be, 
After  the  opinioun  of  certeyn  clerkis.  4425 
"Witnesse  on  him,  that  any  i)erfit  clerk  is. 
That  in  scole  is  gret  altercacioun 
In  this  matere,  and  greet  disputisoun, 
And  hath  ben  of  an  hundred  thousand 

men. 
But  I  ne  can  not  bulto  it  to  the  bren,  4430 
As  can  the  holy  doctour  Augustyn,    (421) 
Or  Boece,  or  the  bishop  Bradwardyu, 
'Whether  that  goddes  worthy  forwiting 
.Streyneth  me  nedcly  for  to  doon  a  thing, 
(Nedely  clcpo  I  simide  uecessitce) ;      4435 
Or  ellcs,  if  free  choys  be  gi-auntcd  me 
To  do  that  same  thing,  or  do  it  noglit. 
Though  god  forwoot  it,   or  that  it  was 

wroght I 
Or  if  his  witing  streyneth  nevere  a  del 
But  by  nccessitec  condiciunel.  4440 

1  wol  not  han  to  do  of  swich  matere  ;  (431) 
My  tale  is  of  a  cok,  as  ye  may  here, 
That  took  his  counseil  of  his  wj-f,  with 

soi-we. 
To  walkcn  in  the  yerd  upon  that  morwe 
That  he  had  met  the  dreem,  that  I  yow 

tolde.  4445 

Wommennes  coimseils  been  ful  oftecoldc ; 


Wommannes  counseil  broghte  us  first  to 

wo, 
And  made  Adam  fro  paradys  to  go, 
Ther-as  he  wa^  ful  mery,  and  wcl  at  ese. — 
Bvit    for    I    noot,    to  whom    it   mighte 

displese,  4450 

If  I  counseUof  wommen  wolde  blame,  (441) 
Passe  over,  for  I  seyde  it  in  my  game. 
Rede  auctours,  wher  they  treto  of  swich 

matere, 
And  what  thay  sejii  of  wommen  j'e  may 

here. 
Thise  been  the  cokkes  wordes,  and  nat 

m.vne ;  4455 

I  can  noon  harm  of  nowomman  divj'ne 

Faire  in  the  sond,  to  bathe  hir  meruj', 
Lyth  Pertelote,  and  alle  hir  sustres  by, 
Agayn  the  sonne  ;  and  Chauntecleer  so 

free 
Song  merier  than  the  mermayde  in  the 

see ;  4460 

For  Phisiologus  seith  sikerly,  (451) 

How  that  they  singen  wcl  and  inerily. 
And  so  bifel  that,  as  he  caste  his  ye, 
Among  the  wortes,  on  a  boterflye,       4464 
He  was  war  of  this  fox  that  lay  ful  lowc. 
No-thing  ne  liste  him  thanue  for  to  crowe, 
But  crj'de  anon,  'cok,  cok,'  and  up  he 

sterte. 
As  man  that  was  afFrayed  in  his  herte. 
For  naturelly  a  beest  desyreth  flee 
Fro  his  contrarie,  if  he  may  it  see,      4470 
Though  he  never  erst  had  sej-n  it  with 

his  ye.  U61) 

This  Chauntecleer,  whan  he  gan  him 

espye, 
He  wolde  han  fled,  but  that  the  fox  anon 
Sej'de,  '  Gentil  sire,  alias  !    wher  wol  ye 

gon? 
Be    ye    alfrayed   of   nic  that    am    your 

freendj  4475 

Now  certes,  I  were  worse  than  a  feeud, 
If  I  to  yow  wolde  harm  or  vileiuye. 
I  am  nat  come  your  counseil  for  t'cspyc  : 
But  trewely,  the  cause  of  my  cominge 
Was   only  for  to  hcrkne  how  that  yc 

■Binge.  ^470)  448*1 

For  trcAvcly  ye  have  as  mery  a  stevcne 
As  ouy  aungel  hath,  that  is  in  hevcne  ; 
Therwith  ye  han  in  musik  more  folingo 
Than  hadde  Boece,  or  any  that  can  singe. 
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My  lorfl  yonr  fader  f^od  his  sonlo  hlpsse  !) 
And  cek  your  moder,  of  Jiir  gentilesse, 
Han  in  myn  bons  y-been,  to  my  gret  ese ; 
And  certes,   sire,   ful  fayn  wolde  I  yow 

plese.  4488 

But  for  men  spoke  of  singinj?,  I  wol  sayo, 
So  mote  I  brouke  wel  myn  eyen  tweye, 
Save  yow,  I  herde  never  man  so  singe, 
As  dide  your  fader  in  the  morweninge  ; 
Certes,  it  was  of  herto,  al  that  he  song. 
And  for  to  make  his  voys  the  more  strong, 
He  wolde  so  peyne  him,  that  with  botlie 

bis  y6n  4495 

He  mosto  winkc,  so  loiide  he  wolde  cryen, 
And  stonden  on  liis  tiptoon  thor-witli-al, 
And  strecche  forth  his  nekke  long  and 

smal. 
And  eek  he  was  of  swich  discrecionn, 
Tliat  ther  nas  no  man  in  no  regionn  4500 
That  him   in   song    or  wisdom    mighte 

passe.  (49') 

I  have  wel  rad  in  diinn  Bnrnel  the  Asso, 
Among  his  vers,  how  that  ther  was  a  cok, 
For  that  a  preestes  sono  yaf  him  a  knok 
I'pon   his   leg,  whyl  bo  was  yong  and 

nyce,  4505 

He  made  him  for  to  lose  bisbenefyce. 
But  ccrteyn,  ther  nis  no  eomparisoun 
Bitwix  the  wisdom  and  discrecionn 
Of  youro  fader,  and  of  his  subtiltee.   ('499) 
Now  singeth,  sire,  for  seinte  Charitee,  4510 
Let  see,  conne  ye  your  fader  countrefete?' 
This  Chauntecleer  his  winges  gan  to  bete, 
As  man  that  coude  his  tresoun  nat  cspye, 
>o  was  he  ravisshed  with  bis  fliiterye. 

Alias  !  ye  lordes,  many  a  fals  flatonr 
Is  in  yoiir  courtes,  and  many  a  losengeour. 
That  plesen  j'ow  wel  more,  by  my  feith, 
Than  be  that  soothfastnesse  unto  yow 

seith. 
Redeth  Ecclesiaste  of  flaterye  ; 
Beth  war,  ye  lordes,  of  bir  trecherye.  4520 

rThis  Chauntecleer  stood  bye  up-on  liis 
toos,  (511) 

Streccbing  bis  nekke,  and  beeld  his  eyen 

cloos, 
And  gan  to  crowe  loude  for  the  nones  ; 
And  daun   Russel  the   fox  sterte  up  at 
ones,  4524 

And  by  the  gargat  bente  Chauntecleer, 
And  on  b  is  bak  toward  the  wode  him  beer. 


was  ther  no  man  that  him 


\J 


For  yet  ne 

sewefL 

O  destinee,  that  mayst  nat  been  eschewed  ! 
Alias,  that   Chauntecleer  fleigh  fro  tbo 

hemes !  4 

Alla,s,  bis  ■wyf  no  roghte  nat  of  dromes 
And  on  a  Friday  fil  al  tb  is  mescbaunce.  (52 1 ) 
O  Venus,  that  art  goddesso  of  plesannco, 
Sin  that  thy  servant  was  this  Chaunte- 
cleer, 
And  in  thy  service  dide  al  bis  powcer. 
More  for  delyt,  tlian  world  to  multiplye, 
"Why  woldestow  suffre  him  on  thy  day  to 

dye  ?  4536 

O  Gaufred,  dere  mayster  sovcrayn, 
That,   whan   thy   worthy  king   Richard 

was  slajTi 
With   shot,    compleynedest   bis  deth   so 

sore, 
Why  ne  hadde  I  now  thy  sentence  and 

thy  lore,  4540 

The  Friday  for  to  ehydo,  as  diden  ye?  (531) 
(For  on  a  Friday  soothly  slayn  was  he.1 
Than  woldc  I  shewe  yow  bow  that  I  coude 

pleyno 
For  Cbauntecleres    drede,    and    for  his 

pejTie. 
Certes,  swich  cry  ne  lamentacioun  4545 
Was  never  of  ladies  maad,  whan  Ilioun 
Was  wonne,  and  Pirrus  with  his  streite 

swerd, 
Wlian  be  hadde  bent  king  Priam  by  the 

herd, 
And  slayn  him  (as  saith  us  Eii''y<lo>i\ 
As  maden  alle  the  bennes  in  the  clos,  4550 
Whan  they  had  seyn  of  Chauntecleer  the 

sighte.  (541) 

But  sovereynly  dame  Pertelote  shrighte, 
Fnl  louder  than  dido  Hasdmbales  ^vyf, 
Whan  that  hir  housbond  hadde  lost  his  lyf, 
And    that    the  RomajTis    hadde    brend 

Cartage ;  4o55 

She  was  so  ful  of  torment  and  of  rage, 
That  wilfully  into  the  fjT  she  sterte, 
And  brendo  hir-selven   with   a  stedfast 

hcrte. 
O  woful  bennes,  right  so  crydon  ye, 
As,  whan  that  Nero  brende  the  citee456o 
Of  Rome,  cryden  senatoures  wyves,    (551) 
For  that  hir  bousbondes  losten  alio  hir 

lyves ; 


tbo        I 
!! I 
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Withouten  gilt  this  Nero  liatli  hem  slayn. 
Now  ■\vol  I  tome  to  my  tale  agayn  : — 
This  sely  widwe,  and  eek  hir  doghtres 

two,  4565 

Herden  thise  hennes  crye  and  maken  wo. 
And  out  at  dores  sterteu  they  anoon, 
And  syen  the  fox  toward  the  grove  goon, 
And  bar  upon  his  bak  the  eok  aM-ay  ; 
And  cryden,  '  Out !  harrow  I  and  weyla- 

■way !  4570 

Ha,   ha,  the  fox!'    and  after  him  they 

ran,  (561) 

And  eek  with  staves  many  anotlier  man  : 
Kan  Colle  our   dogge,   and  Talbot,   and 

Gerland, 
And  Malkin,  with  a  distaf  in  hir  hand  ; 
Ran  cow  and  calf,   and  eek  the  verray 

hogges  4575 

So  were   they  fered  for  berking  of  the 

dogges 
And  shouting  of  the  men  and  winimen 

eke. 
They  ronne  so,  hem  thoughte  hir  herte 

breke. 
They  yelleden  as  feendes  doon  in  helle  ; 
The   dokes   cryden   as   men  wolde   hem 

quelle  ;  (571)  4580 

The  gees  for  fere  flowen  over  the  trees  ; 
Out  of  the  hy\'e  cam  the  swarm  of  bees  : 
So  hidous  was  the  noyse,  a  !  henedicite  ! 
Certes,  he  Jakke  Straw,  and  his  mej-nee, 
Ne  made  never  shoutes  half  so  shrille,  4585 
Whan    that  they   wolden   any   Fleming 

kille, 
As  thilke  day  was  maad  upon  the  fox. 
Of  bras  thay  broghten  hemes,  and  of  box. 
Of  horn,  of  boon,  in  whiche  tho3'  blewe 

and  poiiped. 
And  therwithal  thay  shryked  and  they 

houped ;  4590 

It  semed  as  that  heven  sholde  falle.    (581) 
Now,  gode  men,  I  pray  yow  herkneth  alle  I 

Lo,  hfTw  fortune  turneth  sodeinly 
The  hope  and  pryde  eek  of  hir  enemy  ! 
This  cok,  that  lay  upon  the  foxes  bak,4595 
In  al  his  drede,  un-to  the  fox  he  spak, 
And  seyde,  '  sire,  if  that  I  were  as  5'e, 
Yet  sholde  I  seyn  (as  wis  god  helpe  me), 
Turneth  agayn,  ye  proude  cherles  aile  ! 


A  verray  pestilence  tip-on  yow  falle !  4600 
Now  am  I  come  un-to  this  wodes  syde, 
Maugree  your  heed,  the  cok  shal  heer 

abyde ;  (592) 

I  wol  him  ete  in  feith,  and  that  anon.' — 
The   fox  answerde,    '  in  feith,  it  shal  be 

don ,' — 
And  as  ho  spak  that  word,  al  sodeinly  4605 
This  cok  brak  from  his  mouth  deliverly, 
And  heighe  up-on  a  tree  he  fleigh  anon. 
And  whan  the  fox  saugh  that  lie  was 

y-gon, 
'  Alias  ! '  quod  he,  '  O  Channtecleer,  alias ! 
I  have  to  yow,'  quod  he,  '  y-doon  trespas, 
In-as-muche  as  I  maked  yow  aford,    (601) 
Whan  I  yow  hente,  and  broghte  out  of 

the  yerd  ; 
But,  sire,  I  dide  it  in  no  wikko  entente  : 
Coni   doun,   and  I  shal  telle  yow  what 

I  mente. 
I  shal  seyc  sooth  to  yow,  god  help  me  so.' 
'  Nay  than,'  quod  he,  '  I  shrewe  ns  liothe 

two,  46:6 

And  first  I  shrewe  my-self,  bothe  blood 

and  bones. 
If  thou  bigyle  me  ofter  than  ones. 
Thou  shalt  na-more,  thurgh  thy  flaterye. 
Do  me  to  singe  and  winke  with  myn  ye. 
For  he  that  winketh,  v.han  he  sholde  sec, 
Al  wilfully,  god  lat  him  never  thee  !'  (612) 
'  Nay,'  quod  the  fox,  '  hvA  god  yeve  him 

mescliaunce. 
That  is  so  undiscreet  of  governaiince, 
That  jangleth  whan  he  sholde  holdo  his 

pees.'  4625 

Lo,  swich  it  is  for  to  be  recehelees. 
And  necligcnt,  and  truste  on  flaterye. 
But  ye  that  holden  this  tale  a  folye, 
As  of  a  fox,  or  of  a  cok  and  hen, 
Taketh  the  moralitee,  good  men.         4630 
For  seint  PauL  seith,  that  al  that  writen 

is,  (621) 

To  our  doctryne  it  is  y-write,  y-wis. 
Taketh  the  fruyt,   and  lat  the  chaf  be 

stillo. 
Now,  gode  god,  if  that  it  be  thy  wille. 
As  seith  my  lord,  so  make  us  alle  good 

men ;  4635 

And  bringc  us  to  his  heighe  blisse.    Amen. 


Here  is  ended  the  Nonne  Preestes  Tale. 
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EPILOGUE   TO   THE    NONNE 
PREESTES   TALE. 


•  SiK  Nonnes  Freest,"  our  lioste  seydoanoon, 
'  Y-1)lessed  be  thy  breclie,  and  every  stoon  ! 
Tliis  was  a  mery  tale  of  Chauntecleer. 
But,  by  rny  trouthe,  if  thou  were  seculer, 
Thou  woldest  been  a  trede-foul  a-right.  464 1 
For,  if  thou  have  corage  as   thoix   hast 

might, 
Thee  were  node  of  hennes.  as  I  wene, 
Ya,  mo  than  seven  tymes  seventene. 


See,    whiche    braunos    liath   this    gentil 
Freest.  4645 

So  greet  a  nekke,  and  swich  a  hirge  breest  I 
He  loketh  as  a  sperhauk  with  his  yen  ;  (11) 
Him  nedeth  nat  his  colour  for  to  dyen 
Witli  brasil,  ne  with  greyn  of  Portingale. 
Now  sire,  faire  falle  yow  for  youre  tale!' 

And  after  tliat  he,  with  ful  mery  chere, 
Seide  to  another,  as  ye  shuUen  here,  4652 
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THE    PHISICIENS   TALE. 


Here  folweth  the  Phisiciens  Tale. 


TiiEK  was,  as  telleth  Titus  Livius. 
A  knight  that  called  was  Virginius, 
Fulfild  of  honour  and  of  worthinesse. 
And   strong    of    freendes    and    of    greet 
richesse.  [T.  11938 

This  knight  a  doghter  hadde  by  his  wyf. 
No  children  hadde  he  mo  in  al  his  lyf.    6 
Fair  was  this  mayde  in  excellent  beautee 
Aboven  eveiy  wight  that  man  may  see  : 
For  nature  hath  with  sovereyn  diligence 
Y-formed  hir  in  so  greet  excellence,       10 
As  though  she  wolde  seyn,  'lo!  I,  Nature, 
Thus  can  I  forme  and  pe\nite  a  creature, 
Wlian  that  me  list ;  who  can  mc  couutre- 

fete? 
Pigmalion  noght,  though  he  ay  forge  and 
bete. 


Or  grave,  or  peynte  ;  for  I  dar  wel  seyn,  15 
Apelles,  Zanzis,  sholde  werche  in  veyn, 
Outher  to  grave  or  peynte  or  forge  or  bete, 
If  they  presumed  me  to  countrefete. 
For  he  that  is  the  former  principal 
Hath  maked  me  his  vicaire  general,       20 
To  forme  and  peynten  erthely  creaturis 
Eight  as  me  list,  and  ech  thing  in  my 

cure  is 
Under  the  mone,  that  may  wane  and  wase. 
And  for  my  werk  right  no-thing  wol  I  axe  : 
My  lord  and  I  ben  ful  of  oon  accord  ;     25 
I  made  hir  to  the  worship  of  my  lord. 
So  do  I  alle  myne  othere  creatures, 
A^Tiat    colour   that   they    ban,   or   what 

figures.' — • 
Thus  semeth  me  that  Nature  wolde  seye. 
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This  majde  of  age  twelf  yeer  was  and 

twcye,  30 

In  which  that  Nature  hadjje  swieh  ilelyt. 
For  right  as  she  can  peynto  a  lilie  %\'lij't 
And  reed  a  rose,  riglit  with  swicli  poynture 
She  peynted  hath  this  noble  creature 
Er  she  were  born,  up-on  hii-  limes  free,  35 
Wher-as  by  right  swiche  colours  sholdebe ; 
And  Phebus  dyed  hath  hir  tresses  grcte 
Lj-k  to  the  stremes  of  his  burned  hete. 
And  if  that  excellent  was  hir  beautee, 
A  thousand-fold  more  vertuous  was  she.  40 
In  hir  ne  lakked  no  condicioun. 
That  is  to  preyse,  as  by  discreeioun. 
As  wcl  in  goost  as  body  chast  was  she ; 
For  which  she  floured  in  virginitee 
With  alle  humilitee  and  abstinence,       45 
With  alle  attemperavmce  and  pacience, 
With  mesure  eck  of  bering  and  array. 
Discreet  she  was  in  answering  alwaj' ; 
Though  slie  were  wys  as  Pallas,  dar  I  scyn, 
Hir  facound  eek  ful  wonimanly ami  pleyn. 
No  countrefeted  termes  liadde  she  51 

To  seme  wys  ;  but  after  hir  degree 
She  spak,  and  alle  hir  wordes  more  and 

lesse 
Souninge  in  vertu  and  in  gentillesse. 
Shamfast  she  was  in  maydens  shamfast- 

nesse,  55 

Constant  in  herte,  and  ever  in  bisinesse 
To  dryve  hir  out  of  ydel  slogardye. 
Bacus    hadde    of   hir    mouth    i-ight    no 

maistrye  ; 
For  wyn  and  youtlio  doon  Venus  encrece, 
As  men  in  fyr  wol  casten  oile  or  grece.  60 
And  of  hir  owene  vertu,  unconstreyned. 
She  hath  ful  ofte  tyme  syk  hir  feyued, 
For  that  she  wolde  fleen  the  companye 
Wlier  lykly  was  to  tretcn  of  folyo. 
As  is  at  festes,  revels,  and  at  daunces.    65 
Tliat  been  occasions  of  daliaunces 
Swich  thingos  makeu  children  for  to  bo 
To  sone  lype  and  bold,  as  men  may  see, 
Wliich  is  ful  perilous,  and  hath  ben  yore. 
For  al  to  sone  may  she  lerne  lore  70 

Of  boldncsse,  whan  she  woxen  is  a  wyf. 

And  ye  maistresscs  in  your  olde  lyf. 
That  lordes  doghtreshan  in  govemaunce, 
Ne  taketli  of  my  wordes  no  displesauncc  ; 
Thenketh  that  ye  ben  set  in  govcrningeS75 
Of  lordes  doghtres,  only  for  two  thinges  ; 


Outher  for  ye  ban  kept  your  lionostee, 
Or  elles  ye  ban  fallo  in  freletee,    ■ 
And  knowen  wel  y-nongh  the  olde  daunce, 
Andhan  forsaken  fully  swich  meschaunca 
For  evermo  ;  therfore,  for  Cristes  sake,  81 
To  teche  hem  vertu  loko  that  ye  no  sflvko. 
A  theef  of  venisoun,  that  hath  fOrlaft 
His  likerousnesse,  and  al  his  olde  craft. 
Can  kepe  a  forest  best  of  any  inan.  85 

Now  kepeth  hem  wel,  for  if  ye  wol,  ye  can  ; 
Loke  wel  that  ye  un-to  no  vice  assente, 
Lest  ye  be  dampned  for  your  wikke  en- 
tente ; 
For  who-so  doth,  a  traitour  is  certoyn. 
And   taketh   kepe   of  that    that    I   shal 
seyn ;  90 

Of  alle  tresons  sovereyn  pestilence 
Is  whan  a  wight  bitrayseth  innocence. 

Ye  fadres  and  ye  modres  eek  also. 
Though  ye  ban  cliildren,  be  it  oon  of  two, 
Your  is  the  charge  of  al  hir  survcyaunce,  95 
Whyl  that  they  been  under  your  govem- 
aunce. 
Beth  war  that  by  ensample  of  your  livingo, 
Or  by  your  necligonce  in  chastisinge, 
That  they  ne  perisse ;  for.I  dar  wel  seye, 
If  that  they  doon,  ye  shul  it  dere  abeye.  iixj 
Under  a  shepherde  softc  and  necligent 
The  wolf  hath  many  a  sheep  and  Iamb 

to-rent. 
Suffyseth  oon  ensample  now  as  here, 
For  I  mot  turne  agayn  to  my  matere. 
This  maydo,  of  which  I  wol  this  tale 
expresse,  105 

So  kepte  hir-self,  hir  neded  no  maistresse ; 
For  in  hir  living  maydens  mighten  rede, 
As  in  a  book,  every  good  word  or  dede, 
That  longeth  to  a  mayden  vertuous; 
She  was  so  prudent  and  so  bountcvous.  1 10 
For  which  the  fame  out-sprong  on  every 

syde 
Bothe  of  hir  beautee  and  hir  bountec  wyde ; 
That  thurgh  that  land  they  preysed  lilr 

echone, 
That  loved  vertu,  save  envyc  allone, 
That  sory  is  of  other  mennes  wele,         1 15 
And  glad  is  of  his  sorwe  and  his  tinhcle  ; 
(The  doctour  makcth  this  dcscri2>cioun). 
This  mayde  up-on  a  day  wente  in  tlic  toun 
Toward  a  temple,  with  hir  moder  dere, 
As  is  of  yonge  maydens  the  manere.     120 
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Now  was  ther  thanne  a  justice  in  that 

toian, 
That  governoiir  was  of  that  regioiin. 
And  Bo  bifel,  this  jugo  his  eyon  caste 
Up-on  this  mayilc,  avysinge  him  ful  faste, 
As  she  cam  forby  ther  this  jugo  stood.  125 
Anon  his  hertc  <liaung('d  and  liis  mood. 
So  was  he  canght  with  beautee  ot  this 

mayde ; 
And  to  him-solf  ful  prively  he  sayde, 
'  This  mayde  shal  l>o  mj-n,  for  any  man.' 
Anon  the  feend  in-to  his  herte  ran,   130 
And  taught e  him  sodcj-nlj-,  that  he  by 

slighte 
The  mayden  to  his  purpos  winne  mighte. 
For  certes,  by  no  force,  ne  by  no  mede. 
Him  thoughte,  he  was  nat  able  for  to  spede  ; 
For  she  was  strongof  freendes,  andeek  she 
Confermed  was  in  swichsoveraynl)Ountee, 
That  wel  he  wiste  he  mighte  liir  never 

winne  137 

As  for  to  make  hir  with  hir  body  sinne. 
For  which,  by  greet  deliberacioun, 
He  sente  after  a  cherl,  was  in  the  toun,  140 
AVhich  that  he  knew  for  subtil  and  for 

Ix.ld. 
This  juge  un-to  this  cherl  his  tale  hath  told 
In  secrce  wyse,  and  made  him  to  ensure, 
He  sholde  telle  it  to  no  creature. 
And  if  he  dide,  ho  sholde  lese  his  hoed.  145 
■\Yhan  that  assented  was  this  cursed  reed, 
Glad  was  this  juge  and  maked  him  greet 

chere, 
And  yaf  him  yiftes  preciouse  and  dere. 
Whan  sliapen  was  al  hir  conspiracyc 
Fro  point  to  point,  how  that  his  locherye 
Pavfourned  sholde  been  fnl  subtilly,      151 
As  ye  sliul  here  it  after  openly, 
Hooni  gooth  the  cherl,  that  highte  Clau- 

diiis. 
This  false  jugo  that  highte  Apius, 
So  was  his  name,  (for  this  is  no  fable,   155 
But  knowen  for  historial  thing  notable. 
The  sentence  of  it  sooth  is,  out  of  doute;, 
This  false  juge  gooth  now  faste  abouto 
To  hasten  his  del.^-t  al  that  he  may. 
And  so  bifel  sone  after,  on  a  day,  160' 

This  false  juge,  as  telletli  us  the  storie. 
As  he  was  wont,  sat  in  his  consistoric. 
And  yaf  his  domes  up-on  sondi-y  cas. 
This  false  cherl  cam  forth  a  ful  greet  pas. 


Andseyde, 'lord,  ifthatit  beyourwille,  165 
As  dooth  me  right  up-ou  this  pitoua  bille. 
In  wliitdi  I  jdeyne  up-on  Virginius. 
And  if  that  he  wol  sej-n  it  is  nat  thxia, 
I  wol  it  preve,  and  findo  good  witnesse, 
That  sooth  is  that  my  bille  wf)l  expresse.' 
The  juge   answerde,    'of  this,    in   liis 

absence,  i;i 

I  may  nat  yeve  diffinitif  sentence. 
Lat  do  him  calle,  and  I  wol  gladly  here  ; 
Thou  shalt  have  al  right,  and  no  wrong 

here.'  174 

Virginius  cam,  to  wite  the  juges  wille. 
And  right  anon  was  rad  this  cursed  bille  ; 
The  sentence  of  it  was  as  ye  shul  here. 
'  To  .vow,  my  lord,  sire  Apius  so  dere, 
Showeth  your  povre  servant  Claudius, 
How  that  a  knight,  called  Virginius,    180 
Agayns  the  lawe,  agayn  al  equitee, 
Holdoth,  expres  agayn  the  wiLof  me, 
!My  servant,  which  that  is  mj-  thral  b.v 

right. 
Which    fro  myn   hoiis   was  stole   up-on 

a  night, 
Whyl  tliat   she  was  ful  yong  ;  this  wol 

I  preve  185 

By  witnesse,  lord,  so  that  it  nat  yow  g^eve. 
She  nis  his  doghter  nat,  what  so  he  seye  ; 
Wherforotoyow,  my  lord  the  juge,  Ipreye, 
Yeld  me  my  thral,  if  that  it  be  your  wille.' 
Lo  !  this  was  al  the  sentence  of  his  bille. 
Virginius  gan  tip-on  the  cherl  biholde. 
But  hastil.v,  er  he  his  tale  tolde,  192 

And   wolde    have   iireved   it,   as    sholde 

a  knight. 
And  eek  by  witnessing  of  many  a  wight, 
That  it  was  fals  that  seyde  his  advcrsarie. 
This  cursed  juge  wolde  no-thing  tarie,  196 
Ne  here  a  word  more  of  Virginius, 
But  yaf  his  jugement,  and  seyde  thus  : — 
'  I  dome  anon  this  cherl  his  servant  have ; 
Thou  shalt  no  lenger  in  th;i-n  hous  hir 

save.  200 

Go  bring  hir  forth,  and  put  hir  in  our 

warde, 
The   cherl  shal  have   his  thral,   this   I 

awarde.' 
And  whan  this  wort  h,%-  kn  ight  Virginius, 
Thnrgh  sentence  of  this  justice  Apius, 
Moste  by  force  his  dere  doghter  yiven  205 
Un-to  the  juge,  in  lecherye  to  liven, 
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He  gooth  liim  hoom,  and  sette  him  in  his 

haUe, 
And  leet  anon  his  dere  doghter  calle, 
And,  with  a  face  deed  as  asshen  colde, 
I'pon  hir  hnmble  face  he  gan  hiholde,  210 
Withfadrespiteestikingthurgh  his  hcrto, 
Al  wolde  he  from  his  purpos  nat  converte. 
'  Doghter,'  quod  he,  '  Virginia,  by  thy 

name, 
Ther  been  two  weyes,  outher  deeth  or 

shame, 
That  thou  most  suffre  ;  alias  !  that  I  was 

bore !  215 

For  never  thou  deservedest  wherfore 
To  dyen  with  a  swerd  or  with  a  knyf. 
O  dere  doghter,  ender  of  my  lyf, 
^Vhich   I  have  fostred    up   with    swich 

plesaunce. 
That  thou  were  never  out  of  my  remeni; 

braunce !  220 

O  doghter,  which  that  art  my  laste  wo. 
And  in  my  lyf  my  laste  joye  also, 
O  gemme  of  chastitee,  in  pacience 
Take  thou  thj'  deeth,  for  this  is  my  sen- 
tence. 
For  love  and  nat  for  hate,  thou  most  be 

deed ; .  225 

My  pitous  hand  mot  smyten  of  thyn  heed. 
Alias  !  that  ever  Apius  thee  say ! 
Thus  hath  he  falsly  juged  thee  to-day ' — 
And  tolde  hir  al  the  cas,  as  ye  bifore  229 
Han  herd ;  nat  nedeth  for  to  telle  it  more. 
'  O  mercy,  dere  fader,'  quod  this  mayde, 
And  with  that  word  she  both  hir  armes 

layde 
About  his  nekke,  as  she  was  wont  to  do  : 
The  teres  broste  out  of  hir  eyen  two. 
And  seyde,  '  gode  fader,  shal  I  dye  ?      2^5 
Is  ther  no  grace  ?  is  ther  no  remedye  ?  ' 
'  No,  certes,  dere  doghter  myn,'  quod  he. 
'Thanne  jdf  me  leyser,  fader  mjni,'  quod 

she, 
'  My  deeth  for  to  comployne  a  litel  space  ; 
For  jiardee,  Jepteyaf  liis  doghter  grace  240 
For  to  compleyne,  er  he  hir  slow,  alias  ! 
And  god  it  woot,  no-thing  was  hir  trespas. 
But  for  she  ran  hir  fader  first  to  see, 
To  welcome  him  with  greet  solempnitee.' 
And  with  that  word  she  fil  aswowne  anon, 
And  after,  whan  hir  swowning  is  agon,  246 

Here  endeth  the 


She  ryseth  up,  and  to  hir  fader  sayde, 
'  Blessed  be  god,  that  I  slial  dye  amaydc. 
Yif  me  my  deeth,  er  that  I  have  a  shame  ; 
Doth  with  your  child  your  wil,  a  goddes 

name ! '  250 

And  with  that  word  she  preyed  him  ful 

ofte, 
That  with  his  swerd  he  wolde  smytesofte. 
And  with  that  word  aswowne  doun  she  fil. 
Hir  fader,  with  ful  sorwcful  hertc  and  wil, 
Hir  heed  of  smoot,   and   by  the   top   it 

hente,  255 

And  to  the  juge  he  gan  it  to  presente. 
As  he  sat  yet  in  doom  in  consistorie. 
And  whan  the  juge  it  saugh,  as  seith  the 

storie. 
He  bad  to  take  him  and  anhange  him 

faste.  259 

But  right  anon  a  thousand  peple  in  thraste. 
To  save  the  knight,  for  routhe  and  for 

pitee. 
For  knowen  was  the  false  iniquitee. 
The  peple  anon  hath  suspect  of  this  thing. 
By  manere  of  the  cherles  chalanging. 
That  it  was  by  th'assent  of  Apius  ;        2(45 
They  wisten  wel  that  he  was  lecherous. 
For  which  un-to  this  Apius  they  gon. 
And  caste  him  in  a  prison  right  anon, 
Wher-as  he  slow  him-self ;  and  Claudius, 
That  servant  was  nn-to  this  Apius,        270 
Was  demed  for  to  hange  upon  a  tree  ; 
But  that  Virginius,  of  liis  pitee, 
So  preyde  for  him  that  he  was  exyled  ; 
And  elles,  certes,  he  had  been  Ijigyled. 
The  renaenant  were  anhangcd,  more  and 

lesse,  2-5 

That  were   consentant   of   this    cursed- 

nesse. — 
Heer  men  may  seen  howsinne  hath  his 

meryte  ! 
Beth  war,  for  no  man  woot  wliom  god 

wol  smyte 
In  no  degree,  ne  in  which  mancr  wj'se 
The  worm  of  conscience  maj'  agryso     280 
Of  wikked  lyf,  though  it  so  privee  bo. 
That  no  man  woot  ther-of  but  god  and  he. 
•  For  be  he  lewed  man,  or  elles  lercd, 
He  noot  how  sone  tliat  lie  slial  been  aferod. 
Tlierfore  I  rede  yow  this  conseil  take,  2.S5 
Forsaketh  sinne,  er  sinne  yow  forsake. 

Phisiciens  Tale. 
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WORDS   OF   THE    HOST. 


The  wordes  of  the  Host  to  the  Phisicien  and  the  Pardoner. 


Our    Hostc    gan   to  swere   as    he   were 

"wood, 
'Harrow!'  quod  he,   'by  nayles  and  by 

blood  ! 
This  was  a  fals  cherl  and  a  fals  justyse  ! 
As  shamful  deeth  as  herte  may  dev-j'se  290 
Come  to  thise  juges  and  hir  advocats  ! 
Algate  this  sely  maydo  is  slayn,  alias ! 
Alias !  to  dere  boghto  she  beautee  ! 
Wherfore  I  seye  al  day,  as  men  may  see, 
That  yiftes  of  fortune  or  of  nature        295 
Ben  cause  of  deeth  to  many  a  creature.  (10) 
Hir  beautee  was  hir  deeth,  I  dar  wel  sajm  ; 
Alias  !  so  pitously  as  she  was  slayn  ! 
Of  bothe  yiftes  that  I  speko  of  now 
Men  han  ful  ofte  more  harm  than  prow. 
But  trewely,  myn  owene  mayster  dere,  301 
This  is  a  pitous  talo  for  to  here. 
Bvit  natheles,  passe  over,  is  no  fors  ; 
I  prey  to  god,  so  save  thy  gentU.  cors,  304 
And  eek  thyne  urinaLs  and  thy  jordanes, 
Thyn  Ypocras,  and  eek  thy  Galianes,  (20) 
And  every  boist  ful  of  thy  letuarie  ; 
God   blesse    hem,    and    our  lady  seinte 

Marie  ! 
So  mot  I  theen,  thou  art  a  propre  man, 
And  lyk  a  prelat,  by  seint  Eonyan  !      310 


Seyde  I  nat  wel?     I  can  nat  speke  in 

ternie  ; 
But  wel  I  woot,  thoii  doost  my  herte  to 

erme, 
That  I  almost  have  caught  a  cardiacle. 
By  corpus  bones  !  but  I  have  triacle,     314 
Orelles  a  draught  of  moyste  and  corny  ale, 
Or  but  I  here  anon  a  mery  tale,  ^30) 

Myn  herte  is  lost  for  pitee  of  this  mayde. 
Thou  bel  amy,  thou  Pardoner,'  he  seyde, 
'  Tel  \is  som  mirthe  or  japes  right  anon.' 
'It   shall  be   doon,'   (x^od  he,   'by   seint 


Ronyon 


320 


But   first,'  quod   he,  '  heer   at  this   ale- 

stako 
I  wol  both  drinke,  and  eten  of  a  cake.' 
But  right  anon  thise  gentils  gonne  to 

crye, 
'  Nay  !  lat  him  telle  us  of  no  ribaudye  ; 
Tol   us  som   moral   thing,  that  we   may 

lere  325 

Som    wit,    and    thanne    wol   we   gladly 

here.'  (40) 

'  I  graunto,  y-wis,'  quod  he,  •  but  I  mot 

thinko 
Up-on  som  honest  thing,   whyl  that  I 

drinke.' 
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THE     PROLOGUE    OF    THE 
PARDONERS    TALE. 


Here  folweth  the  Prologe  of  the  Pardoners  Tale. 
Radix  maJorum  est  Cupiditas :  Ad  Thimotheum,  sexto. 


'LoRDiNos/  qnod  he,  '  in  chirches  •\vhan  I 

preche, 
I  peyne  me  to  han  an  hanteyn  speche,  330 
And  ringe  it  out  as  round  as  gooth  a  belle, 
For  I  can  al  hy  rote  that  I  telle. 
My  theme  is  alwey  oon,  and  ever  was — 
'•  Ifadix  maloi'inn  est  Cupiditas." 

First  I  pronounce  whennes  that  I  come, 
And  than  my  buUos  shewe  I,  alle  and 

somme.  336 

Our  lige  lordes  seel  on  my  patente, 
That  shewe  I  first,  my  body  to  warente,  (10) 
That  no  man  be  so  bold,  ne  preest  ne  clerk, 
Me  to  destonrbo  of  Cristes  holy  werlc;  340 
And  after  that  than  telle  I  forth  my  tales, 
Billies  of  popes  and  of  cardinal es. 
Of  patrLirkes,  and  bishopx^es  I  shewe  ; 
And  in  Latyn  I  speke  a  wordes  fewe, 
To  saffron  with  my  predicacionn,  345 

And  for  to  stire  men  to  devocioun.        (18) 
Than  shewe  I  forth  my  longe  crista!  stones, 
Y-crammed  ful  of  cloutes  and  of  bones  ; 
Eeliks  been  they,  as  wenen  they  echoon. 
Than  have  I  in  latoun  a  sholder-boon  350 
"N^'hich  that  was  of  an  holy  Jcwes  shepe. 
"■Good  men,"  sej-e  I,  "tak  of  my  wordes 

kepe  ; 
If  that  this  boon  bo  wasshe  in  anj-  welle, 
If  cow,  or  calf,  or  sheep,  or  oxe  swelle 
That   any  worm   hath  ete,  or   worm  y- 

Stonge,  355 

Tak  water  of  that  welle,  and  wash  his 

tonge, 
And  it  is  hool  anon  ;  and  forthermore. 
Of  iiokkes  and  of  scabbe,  and  every sore(3o) 


Shal  every  sheep  be  hool,  that  of  this  welle 
Drinkcth  a  dranghte  :  tak  kepe  cek  what 

I  telle.  360 

If  that  the  good-man,  that  the  bestes  oweth, 
Wol  every  wike,    er  that  the   cok  him. 

croweth, 
Fastiuge,  drinken  of  this  welleadraughto. 
As  thilke  holy  Jewe  onr  eldres  taughte, 
His  bestes  and  his  stoor  shal  multiplye.  365 
And,  sirs,  also  it  heleth  jalonsye  ; 
]'"'or,  though  a  man  be  falle  in  jalons  rage, 
Let  makcn  with  this  water  liis  potage,  (40) 
And  never  shal  he  more  his  wyf  mistriste, 
Thongh  he  the  sooth  of  hir  defaute  wiste  ; 
Al  had  she  taken  preestes  two  or  three.  371 
Heer  is  a  miteyn  eek,  that  j-e  may  see. 
He  that  his  hond  wol  piitte  in  this  mitej-n, 
He  shal  have  multiplying  of  his  g^-eyn. 
Whan  he  hath  sowen,  be  it  wheteorotes. 
So  that  he  offre  pens,  or  elles  gi-otes.     376 
Good  men  and  wommen,  o  thing  warnc 

I  yow. 
If  any  wight  be  in  this  chircho  now,   (50) 
That  hatli  doon  sinne  horrible,  that  he 
Dar  nat,  for  shame,  of  it  y-shriven  be,  380 
Or  any  womman,  bo  slie  yong  or  old, 
That  hath  y-maad  hir  housbond  cokewold, 
Swich  folk  shul  have  no  power  ne  no  grace 
To  oflfreu  to  mj-  reliks  in  this  place. 
And   who-so   findeth   him  out   of  swich 

blame,  3S5 

He  wol  com  up  and  offre  in  goddes  name, 
And  I  assoillo  him  by  the  auctoritee 
Whicli  that  by  buUc  y-graunted  was  to 

me."  (66) 
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By  this  ganilo  liavo  I  wonne,  ycer  by 
yeer, 
An  hundred  miuk  sith  I  was  Pardoner. 
I  stonde  lyk  a  clerk  in  my  pulpet,         391 
And  whan  the  lewed  pcple  is  doun  y-set, 
I  preche,  so  as  ye  han  herd  hifore, 
And  telle  an  hundretl  false  japes  more. 
Than  pej-ne  I  me  to  strecche  forth  the 
nekke,  395 

And  est  and  west  npon  the  peple  I  bekke, 
As  doth  a  dowvo  sitting:  on  a  berne.      (69) 
Mj-n  hondes  and  my  tonge  goon  so  yeme, 
That  it  is  joye  to  see  my  bisinesse. 
Of  avaiyoe  and  of  swich  cursednesse    400 
Is  al  my  preching,  for  to  make  hem  free 
To  yeve  her  pens,  and  namelyvm-to  me. 
For  my  entente  is  nat  but  for  to  winne, 
And  no-thing  for  corrcccioun  of  sinne.  404 
I  rekke  never,  whan  that  they  ben  beried, 
Though    that   her    soules  goon  a-blake- 

beried  ! 
For  certes,  many  a  predicacio'an 
Corath  ofte  tj'me  of  yvel  enteucioun  ;  (80) 
Som  for  plesannce  of  folk  and  flaterye, 
To  been  avaunced  by  ipocrisye,  410 

And  somforveyneglorie,  andsom  for  hate. 
For,  whan  I  dar  non  other  weyes  debate, 
Tlian  wol  I  stinge  him  %vith   my  tonge 

snierto 
In  preching,  so  that  he  shal  nat  astert-e 
To  been  defamed  falsly,  if  that  he  415 

Hath  trespased  to  my  brethren  or  to  me. 
For,  though  I  t«llo  noght  his  propre  name. 
Men  shal  wcl  kuowethat  it  is  tlie same  (90) 
By  signes  and  by  othere  circumstances. 
Thus    quyte    I   folic    that    doon    us    dis- 
plesances ;  420 

Thus  spitte  I  out  my  vonim  under  hewe 
Of  holynesse,  to  semo  holy  and  trewe. 

But  shortly  myn  entente  I  wol  devj'se  ; 
I  preche  of  no-thing  but  for  coveitj'se. 
Therfor  my  themo  is  yet,  and  ever  was — 


"  Radix  malorum  est  cupiditas.''  4^6 

Tlius  can  I  preche  agayn  that  same  vyce 
Which  that  I  use,  and  that  is  avaryce.  (100) 
But,  though  my-self  be  gilty  in  that  sinne, 
Yet  can  I  maken  other  folk  to  twinne  430 
From  avaryce,  and  sore  to  repente. 
But  that  is  nat  my  principal  entente. 
I  preche  no-thing  but  for  coveityse  ; 
Of  this  matere  it  oughte  y-nogh  suffyse. 
Than  telle  I  hem  ensamples  many  oon 
Of  <Ade  stories,  longe  tymo  agoon  :        436 
For  lewed  peple  loven  tales'olde  ; 
Swich  thinges  can  they  wel  repoi-te  and 
holde.  (I'o) 

What?  trowe  ye,  the  whyles  I  may  preche, 
And  winne  gold  and  silver  for  I  tcche,  440 
That  I  wol  live  in  povert  wilfully? 
Xay,  nay,  I  thoghte  it  never  trewely  ! 
For  I  wol  preche  and  begge  in  sondry 

londes ; 
I  wol  not  do  no  labour  with  myn  hondes, 
Ne  make  baskettes,  and  live  thcrby,     445 
Because  I  wol  nat  beggen  j'delly. 
I  wol  non  of  the  apostles  counterfete  ; 
I  wol  have  money,  wolle,  chese,  and  whete, 
Al  were  it  yeven  of  the  povrest  page,  (121) 
Or  of  the  povrest  widwe  in  a  village,    450 
Al  sholde  hir  children  sterve  for  famyne. 
Xay  !  I  wol  drinke  licourof  the  vjne, 
And  have  a  joly  wenche  in  every  toun. 
But  herkneth,  lordings,  in  conclusioun  ; 
Your  lyking  is  that  I  shal  telle  a  tale.  455 
Now,  have  I  dronke  a  draxighte  of  corny 

ale, 
By  god,  I  hope  I  shal  yow  telle  a  thing 
That  shal,  by  resoun,  been  at  5'our  lyking. 
For,   though    mj'self    be    a    ful   vicious 

man, 
A  moral  tale  yet  I  yDW  telle  can,  (132)  460 
Which  I  am  wont  to  preche,  for  to  winne. 
Now   holde    your  jiees,    ni}'  tale   I  wol 
beginne.' 
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Here  biginneth  the  Pardoners  Tale. 


Ik  Flaundres  •whylom  was  a  companye 
Of  yonge  folk,  that  baunteden  folye, 
As  ryot,  liasard,  stewes,  and  tavernes,  465 
WTier-as,  with  harpes,  lutes,  and  giternes, 
They  daunce  and  pleye  at  dees  bothe  day 

and  night,  (139) 

And  cte  also  and  drinken  over  hir  might, 
Thiirgh  which  thej^  doon  the  devel  sacri- 

fyse 
With-in  that  develes  temple,  in  cursed 

wjse,  470 

By  superfluitee  abhominable  ; 
Hir  othes  been  so  grete  and  so  dampnable, 
That  it  is  grrisly  for  to  here  hem  swere  ; 
Our  blissed  lordes  body  they  to-teie  ; 
Hem  thoughte  Jewes   rente   him   noght 

y-noiigh :  475 

And  ech  of  hem  at  otheres  sinne  lough. 
And  right  anon  than  eomen  tombesteres 
Fetys    and    smale,   and    yonge    fruytes- 

teres,  (150) 

.Singers  with  hariies,  baudes,  wafereres, 
Whiche  been  the  verray  develes  officeres 
To  kindle  and  blowc  the  fyr  of  lecherj-e, 
That  is  annexed  un-to  glotonye  ;  482 

The  holy  writ  take  I  to  my  witnesse, 
Tliat  luxurie  is  in  wyn  and  dronkenesse. 
Lo,  how  that  drouken  Loth,  unkindely, 
Lay  by  his  doghtres  two,  unwitingly  ;  486 
So  dronke  he   was,   he    niste  what    he 

wroghte.  ( 159) 

Herodes,  (who-so  wel  the  stories  soghte). 
Whan  he  of  wyn  was  replet  at  his  festc, 
Kight  at  his  owene  table  he  yaf  his  heste 
To  sleen  the  Baptist  John  ful  giltelees.  491 
Senek  seith  eek  a  good  word  doutelees ; 
He  seith,  he  can  no  difference  finde 
Bitwix  a  man  that  is  out  of  his  minde 


And  a  man  which  that  is  dronkelewe,  495 
But  that  woodnesse,  y-fallen  in  a  shrewe. 
Persevere  til  lenger  than  doth  dronkenesse. 
O  glotonye,  ful  of  cursednesse,  (170) 

O  cause  first  of  our  confusioun, 
O  original  of  our  dampnacioun,  500 

Til   Crist   had   boght  us  with  his  blood 

agayn  ! 
Lo,  how  dere,  shortly  for  to  saj'n, 
Aboght  was  thillce  cursed  vileinye  ; 
Corrupt  was  al  this  world  for  glotonje ! 

Adam  our  fader,  and  his  w.^-f  also,     505 
Fro  Paradys  to  labour  and  to  wo 
Were  driven  for  that  vyce,  it  is  no  drede  ; 
For  whj-1  that  Adam  fasted,  as  I  rede,  (180, 
Ho  was  in  Paradys;   and  wlian  that  he 
Eot  of  the  fruyt  defended  on  the  tree,  510 
Anon  he  was  out-cast  to  wo  and  peyne. 
O  glotonye,  on  thee  wel  oghte  us  pleyne ! 
O,  wiste  a  man  how  many  maladycs 
Folwen  of  excesse  and  of  glotonyes. 
Ho  wolde  been  the  more  mesurable       515 
Of  his  diete,  sittinge  at  his  table. 
Alias  !    the    shorte    throte,    the    tendre 

mouth, 
Maketh  that,  Est  and  West,  and  North 

and  South,  (190) 

In  erthe,  in  eir,  in  water  men  to-swinke 
To  gete   a  glotoun    deyntee    mete    and 

drinke !  520 

Of  this  matere,  o  Paul,  wel  canstow  trete, 
'  Mete  un-to  wombe,  and  wombs  eek  un-to 

mete, 
Shal  god  destroyen  bothe,'  as  Paulus  seith. 
Alias  !  a  foul  thing  is  it,  by  my  feith,  524 
To  seye  this  word,  and  fouler  is  the  dede, 
Whan  man  so  drinketh  of  the  whyte  and 

rede, 
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That  of  his  throte  he  maketh  his  privee, 
Thurgh  thilke  cursed  superfluitee.      (200) 

The  apostel  weping  seith  ful  pitously, 
'  Thcr  walken  many  of  whiche  yow  told 

have  I,  530 

I  seye  it  now  woping  with  pitous  voys, 
[Tliat]  they  been  enemys  of  Cristes  croys, 
Of  wliicho  the  ende  is  death,  wombe  is 

her  god.' 
O  wombe  !  O  bely  !  O  stinking  cod, 
Fuliild  of  dongo  and  of  corrupcioixn  !    535 
At  either  ende  of  thee  foul  is  the  soun. 
How  greet   labour   anil   cost   is   thee   to 

finde! 
Thise  cokes,  how  they  stampe,  and  streyne, 

and  grinde,  (210) 

And  turnen  substaunce  in-to  accident, 
To  fulfille  al  thy  likenms  talent !  540 

Out  of  the  harde  bones  knokke  they 
The  mary,  for  they  caste  noght  a-wey 
That  may  go  thurgh  the  golet  softe  and 

swote ; 
Of  spicerye,  of  leef,  and  bark,  an;l  rote 
,Shal  been  his  sauce  y-maked  by  delyt,  545 
To  make  him  yet  a  newer  appetyt. 
But  certes,  he  that  haunfeth  swich  delyces 
Is  deed,  whyl  that  he  liveth  in  tlio  v^jxes. 
A  lecherous  thing  is  wyn,  and  dronke- 

nesse  (221)  549 

Is  ful  of  stryving  and  of  wrecchednesse. 
O  di'onke  man,  disfigured  is  thy  face. 
Sour  is  thy  breeth,  foul  artow  to  embrace, 
Aiid  thurgh  thy  drouke  nose  sem.eth  the 

soun 
As  though  thou  seydest  ay  'Sampsovin, 

Sampsoun  ' : 
And  yet,  god  wot,  Sampsoun  drank  never 

no  wyn.  555 

Thou  fallest,  as  it  were  a  stiked  sw>-n  ; 
Thy  tonge  is  lost,  and  al  thj-n  honest  cure  ; 
For  dronkenesse  is  verray  sepulture   (230) 
Of  mannes  wit  and  his  discrecioun.       559 
In  whom  that  drinke  hath  dominacioun, 
He  can  no  conseil  kepe,  it  is  no  drede. 
Now  kepe  yow  fro  the  wli,\'to  and  fro  the 

rede. 
And  namely  fro  the  whyte  wj-n  of  Lepe, 
That  is  to  selle  in  Fish-strete  or  in  Chepe. 
This  wyn  of  Spayne  crepeth  subtilly    565 
In  othere  wynes,  growing  faste  by. 
Of  which  ther  ryseth  swich  fumositee, 


That  whan  a  man  hath  dronken  draughtes 

three,  (240) 

And   weneth    that    he    be   at    hoom   in 

Chepe, 
He  is  in  Spajme,  right  at  the  toune  of 
Lepe,  57,j 

Nat  at  the  Eochel,  ne  at  Burdeux  toun  ; 
And   tlianne   wol   he    seye,    '  Sampsoun, 
Sampsoun.' 
But  herkneth,  lordings,  o  word,  I  yow 
preye, 
That  alle  the  sovereyn  actes,  dar  I  seye, 
Of  victories  in  th'olde  testament,  575 

Thurgh  verray  god,  that  is  omnipotent, 
Were  doon  in  abstinence  and  in  preyere  ; 
Loketh  the  Bible,  and  ther  ye   may   it 
lore.  (250) 

Loke,  Attila,  the  grete  conquerour. 
Deyde  in  his  sleep,  with  shame  and  dis- 
honour, 580 
Bledinge  ay  at  his  nose  in  dronkenesse  ; 
A  capitajTi  shoulde  live  in  sobrenesse. 
And  over  al  this,  a-i-j'seth  yow  right  wel 
What  was  comaunded  un-to  Lamuel — 
Nat  Samuel,  but  Lamuel.  seye  I — ■        585 
Redeth  the  Bible,  and  finde  it  expresly 
Of  wj.-n-yeving  to  hem  that  han  justyse. 
Na-more  of  this,  for  it  may  wel  suffyse.  (260) 
And  now  that  I  have  spoke  of  glotonye. 
Now  wol  I  yow  defenden  hasardrye.     590 
Hasard  is  verray  moder  of  lesinges. 
And  of  deceite,  and  cursed  forsweringes. 
Blaspheme  of  Crist,  manslaiightre,  and 

wast  also 
Of  catel  and  of  tyme  ;  and  forthermo,       • 
It  is  repreve  and  contrarie  of  honour   595 
For  to  ben  holde  a  commune  hasardotir. 
And  ever  the  hyer  he  is  of  estaat. 
The  more  is  he  holden  desolaat.  (270) 

If  that  a  prince  useth  hasardrye, 
In  alle  governaunce  and  policye  6txD 

He  is,  as  by  commune  opiuioun, 
Y-holde  the  lasse  in  reputacioun. 

Stilbon,  that  was  a  wys  embassadour. 
Was  sent  toCorinthe,  in  ful  greet  honour, 
Fro  Lacidomie,  to  make  hir  alliaunce.  605 
And   v.han   he   cam,    him   happede,  par 
chaiince, 
!  That  alle  the  grettest  that  were  of  that 
I  lond, 

I  Pleyinge  atte  hasard  he  hem  fond,      (280) 
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for  which,  as  sone  as  it  niiglxte  be,      609 
He  stal  him  boom  agayn  to  his  contree, 
Aiul  seyde,  'ther  wol  I  nat  leso  my  name ; 
N'  I  wol  nat  take  on  mo  so  greet  defame, 
Yow  for  to  allye  im-to  none  hasardours. 
Sendoth  othero  wj-se  embassadours  ;     614 
For,  by  my  trouthe,  me  were  lever  dye, 
Than  I  yow  sholde  to  hasardours  allj-e. 
For  ye  that  been  so  glorious  in  honoi\rs 
Shul  nat  allyen  yow  with  hasardours  (290) 
As  by  my  wil,  ne  as  by  mjr  tretee.' 
This  wyse  pliilosophre  thus  seyde  he.  620 

Lokc  cek  that,  to  the  king  Demetrius 
The  king  of  Pai-thes,  as  the  book  seith  \is, 
Sente  him  a  paii'e  of  dees  of  gold  in  scorn. 
For  he  hadde  used  hasard  ther-biforn  ; 
For   which  he  heeld  his   glorie  or  his 

renoun  6-'5 

At  no  value  or  reputacioun. 
Lordes  may  finden  other  maner  pley 
Honeste  y-nough  to  dryve  the  day  awey. 
Now  wol  I  spoke  of  othes  false   and 

grete  (^301) 

A  word  or  two,  as  olde  bokes  trete.       630 
Gret  swering  is  a  thing  abhominablc, 
And  false  swering  is  yet  more  reprevable. 
The  heiglie  god  forbad  swering  at  al, 
Witnesse  on  Mathew  ;  but  in  special 
Of  swering  seith  the  holy  Jeremye,       6.^5 
'  Thou  shalt  seye  sooth  thyn  othes,  and 

nat  lye. 
And  swere  in  dome,  and  eek  in  rightwis- 

nessc ; ' 
But  ydel  swering  is  a  cursednesse.      (310) 
.Bihold  and  see,  that  in  the  iirste  table 
Of  heighe  goddes  hostcs  honurable,      640 
Howthat  the  seconde  hesteof  him  is  this — 
'  Tak  nat  my  name  in  ydel  or  amis.' 
Lo,  rather  he  forbedeth  swich  swering 
Than  homicyde  or  many  a  cursed  thing  ; 
I  seye  that,  as  by  ordre,  thus  it  stondeth  ; 
This    knowon,    tliat    his    hestes    under- 

stondeth,  646 

How  that  the  second    hcstc  of   god   is 

tliat. 
And  forther  over,  I  wol  thee  telle  al  plat. 
That  vengeance  shal  nat  parten  from  his 

hous,  (321) 

That  of  his  othes  is  to  outrageous.         650 
'By  goddes  precious  herte,  and  by  his 

nayles, 


And  by  the  blode  of  Crist,  that  it  is  in 

Hayles, 
Seven  is  my  chaunce,  and  thyn  is  cink 

and  treye ; 
By  goddos  armes,  if  thoii  falsly  ploye, 
This  dagger  shal  thurgh-out  thyn  herto 

go '—  655 

ThisfrujH;  cometh  of  thebicchedbonestwo, 
Forswering,  ire,  falsnesse,  homicyde.  (329) 
Now,  for  the  love  of  Crist  that  for  us  dyde, 
Leveth  your  othes,  bothe  grete  and  smale  ; 
But,  sirs,  now  wol  I  telle  forth  my  tale.  660 

TnisE  ryotoures  three,  of  whiche  I  telle, 
Longe  erst  er  pryme  rong  of  any  liolle. 
Were  set  hem  in  a  taveme  for  to  drinke ; 
And  as  they  satte,  they  herde  a  belle  clinke 
Biforn  a  cors,  was  caried  to  liis  grave ;  665 
That  oon  of  hem  gan  callen  to  his  knave, 
'  Go  bet,'  quod  ho,  '  and  axe  rcdily,  (339) 
What  cors  is  this  that  passeth  heer  forby ; 
And  look  that  thou  reporte  his  name  wel.' 
'  Sir,'  quod  this  boy,  '  it  nodeth  never- 
a-del.  670 

It  was  me  told,  er  ye  cam  lieer,  two  houres ; 
He  was,  pardee,  an  old  felawe  of  yotires ; 
And  sodeynly  he  was  y-slayn  to-night, 
For-dronke,  as  he  sat  on  his  bench  up- 
right ; 
Ther  cam  a  privee   tlieef,  men   clepeth 
Deeth,  675 

That  in  this  contree  al  the  peple  sleeth. 
And  with  his  spere  he  smoot  his  herto 
a-two,  (349) 

And  wente  his  wey  with-outen  wordes  mo. 
He  hath  a  thousand  slayn  this  pestilence  : 
And,  maister,  er  ye  come  in  his  presence, 
Mo  thinkcth  that  it  were  nccessarie  681 
For  to  bo  war  of  swich  an  adversarie  : 
Beth  redy  for  to  mete  him  evermore.. 
Thus  taughtc  mo  my  dame,  I  sey  na-morc.' 
'  By  seinte  Marie,'  seytle  this  tavern  er,  685 
'  The  cliild  seith  sooth,  for  he  hath  slayn 

this  yeer, 
Henne  over  a  myle,  with -in  a  greet  village, 
Both  man  and  womman,  child  and  hync, 
and  page.  (360) 

I  trowe  his  habitacioun  be  there  ; 
To  been  avyscd  greet  wisdom  it  were,  C90 
Er  that  he  dide  a  man  a  dishonour.' 
'  Ye,  goddes  armes,'  quod  this  ryotour, 
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'I3  it  swich  peril  with  iiim  for  to  mete? 
I  shal  him  seko  by  wey  and  cek  by  strete, 
I  make  avow  to  goddes  digne  bones !  695 
Herkncth,  felawcs,  wo  three  been  al  ones  ; 
Lat  ech  of  tis  holde  up  his  hond  til  other, 
And  ech  of  us  bicomenothcres  brother,  (^70) 
And  wo  wol  sleon  this  false  traytourDeeth  ; 
He  shal  bo  slayn,  which   tliat  so  many 

sleeth,  700 

By  goddes  dig^nitee,  er  it  be  night.' 

Togidros  han  thiso  three  her  trontlies 

plight, 
To  live  and  dyen  ech  of  hem  for  other. 
As  though  he  were    his   owene  y-burcn 

brother. 
And  up  they  sterte  al  dronken,  in  this 

rage,  705 

And  forth  they  goon  towardos  that  village, 
Of  which  the  tavcrner  had  spoke  bii'orn, 
And  many  a  grisly  00th  than  han  they 

sworn,  (380) 

A.nd  Cristas  blessed  body  they  to-rente — 
'  Dceth  shal  be  deed,  if  that  they  may  him 

hente.'  710 

Whan  they  han  goon  nat  fully  half  a 

mylo, 
Right  as  they  wolde  han  troden  over  a 

style, 
An  old  man  and  a  povre  with  hem  motto 
This  olde  man  ful  mekely  hem  grette- 
And  seyde  thus,  '  now,  lordes,  god  yow 

see ! '  715 

The  proudest  of  thise  ryotoures  three 
Answerde  agayn,  'what?  carl,  with  sory 

grace,  (389) 

Why  artow  al  foi-wrapped  save  thy  face  ? 
Why  livestow  so  longo  in  so  greet  age  ? ' 

This  olde  man  gan  loke  in  his  visage,  720 
And  soydc  thus,  '  for  I  ne  can  nat  finde 
A  man,  though  that  I  walked  in-to  Inde, 
Neither  in  citec  nor  in  no  village. 
That  wolde  chaunge  his  youthe  for  myn 

age; 
And  therfore  moot  I  han  myn  age  stille. 
As  longe  time  as  it  is  goddes  wille.         726 
Ne  deeth,  alias  !  ne  wol  nat  han  my  lyf ; 
Thus  wallie  I,  lyk  a  restelees  caityf,  (400) 
And  on  the  ground,  which  is  my  modres 

gate, 
Iknokke  with  my  staf,  bothe  erly  and  late. 
And  seye,  "  leve  moder,  leet  me  in  !      731 


H 


Lo,  how  I  vanish,  flesh,  and  blood,  and 

skin  ! 
Alias  !  whan  shul  my  bones  been  at  reste  ? 
Moder,  with  yow  wolde  I  chaunge  my 

cheste,  734 

That  in  my  chambro  longe  tyme  hath  be, 
Ye  !  for  an  heyre  clout  to  wrappc  me  !  " 
But  yet  to  me  she  wol  nat  do  that  grace, 
For  which  ful  pale  and  welked  is  my  face. 
But,  sirs,  to  yow  it  is  no  curteisye  (411) 
To  speken  to  an  old  man  vileinye,         740 
But  he  trespasse  in  worde,  or  elles  in  dede. 
In  holy  writ  ye  may  your-self  wel  rede, 
"  Agayns  an  old  man,  hoor  upon  his  heed, 
Ye  sholde  aryse;"  wherfor  I  yeve  yow 

reed, 
Ne  dooth  un-to  an  old  man  noon  liarm 

now,  745 

Xa-more  than  ye  wolde  men  dide  to  yow 
In  age,  if  that  ye  so  longe  abj'de  ; 
And  god.be  with  yow,  wher  ye  go  or  i-yde. 
I  moot  go  thider  as  I  have  to  go.'         (421) 
'  Nay,  olde  cherl,  by  god,  thou  shalt  nat 

so,'  750 

Seyde  this  other  hasardour  anon  ; 
'  Thou  partest  nat  so  lightly,  by  seint  John ! 
Thou  spak  right  now  of  thilke  traitour. 

Deeth, 
That  in   this   contree    alle    our  frendea 

sleeth. 
Have  heer  my  trouthe,   as  thou  art  his 

aspye,  755 

Tel  wher  he  is,  or  thou  shalt  it  abye, 
By  god,  and  by  the  holy  sacrament  ! 
For  s<x)thly  thou  art  oon  of  his  assent,  C43o^ 
To  sleen  us  youge  folk,  thou  false  thcef ! ' 
'  Now,  sirs, '  quod  he,  '  if  that  yow  be  so 

leof  760 

To   finde   Deeth,    turne   up   thi3    croked 

wey. 
For  in  that  grove  I  lafte  him,  by  my  fey, 
Under  a  tree,  and  ther  he  wol  abyde  : 
Nat  for  your  boost  he  wol  him  no-tliing 

hyde. 
See  ye  that  00k  ?  right  ther  ye  shul  him 

tinde.  765 

God  save  yow,  that  boghte  agayn  man- 

kindo, 
Aiid  yow  amende  ! ' — thus  seyde  this  olde 

man. 
And  everich  of  thise  ryotoures  ran,    (440) 
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Til  he  cam  to  that  tree,  and  tlier  they 

founde 
Of  florins  fyno  of  fjolde  y-coyned  ronnde 
"Wei    ny    nu    eighte    Inisshels.    as    hem 

thouglitc.  771 

Nolenger  thanne  after  Death  they  songhte, 
But  ech  of  hem  so  glad  was  of  that  sighte, 
For  that  the  florins  been   so  faire  and 

bright  e, 
Hiat  doun  they  sette  hem  by  this  precious 

hord.  775 

Theworste  of  hem  he  spake  the  firste  word. 

'  Brethren,'  quod  he,  '  tak  kepe  what  I 

soye ; 
My  wit  is  greet,  though  that  I  bourde  and 

pleye.  (450) 

This  tresor  hath  fortune  un-to  us  yiven, 
In  mirthe  and  jnlitee  our  lyf  to  liven,  780 
And  lightly  as  it  comth,  so  wol  we  spende. 
Ey  I  goddes  precious  dignitee !  who  wendo 
To-day,  that  we  sholde  han  so  fair  a  grace? 
But  mighte  this  gold  be  caried  fro  this 

place  784 

Hoom  to  myn  hous,  or  elles  un-to  yoiires — 
For  wel  ye  woot  that  al  this  gold  is  cures — 
Than  were  we  in  heigh  felicitee. 
But  trewely,  by  daye  it  may  nat  be :  (460) 
Men  wolde    seyn   that  we   were  theves 

stronge,  789 

And  for  our  owene  tresor  doon  us  honge. 
This  tresor  moste  y-caried  be  by  nighte 
As  wysly  and  as  slyly  as  it  mighte. 
"UTierfore  I  rede  that  cut  among  us  alio 
Be  drawe,  and  lat  see  wher  the  cut  wol 

falle  ; 
And  he  that  hath  the  cut  with  herte  l)lythe 
Shal  rennc  to  the  tonne,   and  that  ful 

s\vythe,  796 

And  bringe  us  breed  and  -wyn  ful  prively. 
And  two  of  ns  shul  kepen  subtUly  (470) 
This  tresor  wel ;  and,  if  he  wol  nat  tarie. 
Whan   it  is   night,    we   wol    this  tresor 

carie  800 

By  oon  assent,  wher-as  us  thinketh  best.' 
That  oon  of  hem  the  cut  broughte  in  his 

fest. 
And  bad  hem  drawe,  and  loke  wher  it  wol 

falle  ; 
And  it  fil  on  the  yougeste  of  hem  alle  ; 
And  forth  toward  the  tonn  he  wente  anon. 
And  al-so  sone  as  that  he  was  gen,        806 


That  oon  of  hem  spak  thus  un-to  that 

other, 
'  Thou  knowest  wel  thou  art  my  sworne 

brother,  (48*)) 

Thy  profit  wol  I  telle  thee  anon. 
Thou  woost  wel  that  ovir  felawe  is  agon  : 
And  beer  is   gold,   and  that    ful   greet 

plentee,  8  m 

That  shal  departed  been  among  us  three. 
But  natlicles,  if  I  can  shape  it  so 
That  it  departed  were  among  us  two, 
Hadde  I  nat  doon  a  freendes  torn  to  thee  ?' 
Tliat  other  answerde,  '  I  noot  how  that 

may  be  ;  816 

He  woot  how  that  the  gold  is  with  lis 

tweye. 
What  shal  we  doon,  what  shal  we  to  him 

seye?'  (40>>) 

'Shal  it  be  conseil?'  seyde  the  flrste 

shrcwe, 
'  And  I  shal  tellen  thee,  in  wordes  fewe, 
Wliat  we  shal  doon,  and  bringe  it  wel 

aboute.'  821 

'I  graunte,'  quod  that  other,  'out  of 

doute, 
That,  by  my  trouthe,  I  wol  thee  nat  bi- 

■\vreye.' 
'  Now,'  quod  the  firste,  '  thoii  woost  wel 

we  be  tweye,  8->4 

And  two  of  us  shul  strenger  be  than  oon. 
Look  whan  that  he  is  set,  and  right  anoon 
Arys,  as  though  thoii  woldest  with  him 

pleye  ; 
And  I  shal  ryve  him  thurgh  the  sydes 

tweye  (5«)) 

Whyl  that  thou  strogelest  with  him  as  in 

game. 
And  with  thy  dagger  look  thou  do  the 

same ;  830 

And  than  shal  al  this  gold  departed  be, 
My  dere  freend,  bitwixen  me  and  thee  ; 
Than  may  we  Ijothe  our  lustes  al  fulfille, 
And  pleye  at   dees  right  at   our  owene 

wille.' 
And  thus    acorded  been  thise    shrewes 

tweye  835 

To  si',  on  the  thridde,  as  ye  han  herd  me 

seye. 
This  yongest,  which  that  wente  un-to 

the  toun, 
Ful  ofte  in  herte  he  roUeth  up  and  douu 
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The  beaiitee  of  thise   florins   iipwe   and 

brighte.  (511) 

'  O  lord  ! '  quod   lie,   '  if  so   were   that  I 

mighte  840 

Have  al  this  tresor  to  my-self  allone, 
Ther  is  no  man  tliat  liveth  undertho  trone 
Of  god,  that  shoMe  live  so  niery  as  I ! ' 
And  atte  laste  the  fcend,  our  enemy, 
Putte  in  his  thought  that  lie  shold  poyson 

beye,  845 

With  -which  he  mighte  sleen  his  felawes 

twoye  ; 
For-why  the  feend  fond  him   in   swich 

l.v\'inge,  (519) 

That  he  had  leve  him  to  sorwe  bringe, 
For  this  was  outrely  his  fulle  entente 
To  sleen  hem  bothe,  and  never  to  repente. 
And  forth  he  gooth,  no  lenger  wolde  he 

tarie,  851 

Into  the  tonn,  iin-to  a  pothecarie,_ 
And  preyed    him,   that    he    him  wolde 

selle 
Som  poyson,   that  he  niighto  his  rattes 

qiiclle ; 
And  eek  ther  was  a  polcat  in  his  hawe, 
That,   as    he   seyde.  his    caj)ouns  hadde 

j--slawe,  856 

And   fayn   he   wolde    wrekc    him,  if  he 

mighte, 
On  vermin,  that  destroyed  him  by  nighte. 
The   pothccarie    answerde,   '.and   thou 

shalt  have  (531) 

A  thing  that,  al-so  gocl  my  soule  save,  860 
In  al  this  world  ther  nis  no  creatvxre, 
That  ete  or  drouke  hath  of  this  conlitujre 
Noght  but  the  mountance  of  a  com  of 

whete, 
That  he  ne  shal  his  lyf  anon  forlete  ; 
Ye,  sterve  he  shal,  and  that  in  lasse  whyle 
Than  thou  wolt  goon  a  paas  nat  but  a 

myle ;  866 

This  poyson  is  so  strong  and  violent.' 
This  cursed    man  hath   in   his  hond 

y-hent  (54o) 

This  poj-sou  in  a  box,  and  sith  he  ran 
In-to  the  nexte  strete,  un-to  a  man,      870 
And  borwed  [of]  him  large  botcls  three  ; 
And  in  the  two  his  poyson  poured  he  ; 
The  thridde  he  kepte  clcue  for  his  drinke. 
For  al  the   night  he   shoop  him  lor  to 

swinke  874 


In  caryingc  of  tlio  gold  out  of  that  place. 
And  whan  this  rvotonr,  with  sorv  grace, 
Had  fdled  with  wj-n  his  grete  hotels  three, 
To  his  felawes  agayn  repaireth  he.  (550) 
What  nedeth  it  to  sermone  of  it  more  ? 
For  right  as  they  had  cast  his  deeth  l)ifore, 
Eight  so  they  han  him  slayn,  and  that 

anon.  881 

And  whan  that  this  was  doon,  thus  spak 

that  oon, 
'  Now  lat  us  sitte  and  drinke,  and  make 

us  merio. 
And  aljerward  we  wol  his  body  beric' 
And  with  that  word  it  happed  him,  par 

cas,  885 

To  take  the  hotel  ther  the  poyson  was, 
And  drank,  and  yaf  his  felawe  drinke  also, 
For  which  anon  they  storven  bothe  two. 

But,  certes,  I  suppose  that  Avicen    (561) 
Wroot  never  in  no  canon,  ne  in  no  fen, 
Mo  wonder  signes  of  empoisoning  891 

Than  hadde  thise  wrccches  two,  er  hir 

ending. 
Thus  ended  been  thise  homieydes  two. 
And  eek  the  false  empoysoner  also. 

,     O  cursed  sinne,  ful  of  cursednesse  !    895 
O  traj'tours  homicj^de,  o  wikkednesse  ! 

0  glotonye,  luxurie,  and  hasardrye  !  (569) 
Thoii  blasphemour  of  Crist  with  vileinye 
And  othes  grete,  of  usage  and  of  pryde  ! 
Alias !  mankinde,  how  may  it  bityde,  900 
That   to  thy  creatour  which  that  thee 

wroghte, 
And  with  his  precious  herte-blood  thee 

boghte. 
Thou  art  so  fals  and  so  unkinde,  alias  ! 
Now,  goode  men,  god  forgeve  yow  your 

trespas,  904 

And  ware  yow  fro  the  sinne  of  avaryce. 
MjTi  holy  pardoun  may  j'ow  alle  waryce, 
So  that  ye  offre  nobles  or  sterliuges, 
Or  elles  silver  broches,  spones,  ringes.  (580) 
Boweth  your  heed  under  this  holy  bulle  ! 
Cometh   up,   ye   wyves,    offreth   of  your 

wolle  I  910 

Your  name  I  entre  heer  in  my  rolle  anon  ; 
In-to  the  blisse  of  hevene  shul  ye  gon  : 

1  yow  assoile,  by  myn  heigh  power, 
Yow  that  wol  oflfre.  as  clene  and  eek  as 

cleer 
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As  ye  were   born  ;  and,  lo,  sirs,  thus  I 

preche.  915 

And  Jesn  Crist,  that  id  our  soiiles  leche, 
So  g^-a\vnto  j"ow  his  pardon  to  receyve  ; 
For  that  is  best ;  I  wol  yow  nat  ileceyve. 

But  sirs,  o  word  forgat  I  in  my  tale,  (591 ) 
T  have  relikes  and  pardon  in  my  male,  920 
\s  faire  as  anj'  man  in  Engelond, 
Whiche  were  mo  yeven  by  the  popes  hond. 
It"  any  of  yow  wol,  of  devocioun, 
Offren,  and  han  mjm  aVjsolufionn, 
Cometh   forth   anon,    and    kneleth   lioer 

adovin,  ,       925 

.■\jid  mekely  receyveth  my  pardoun  : 
Or  elles,  taketh  pardon  as  ye  wonde,  (599) 
Al  newe  and  fresh,  at  every  touncs  ende, 
So  that  ye  offren  alwey  newe  and  newe 
Xobles  and  pens,  which  that  be  gode  and 

trewe.  930 

It  is  an  honour  to  everich  that  is  heer, 
That  ye  mowo  have  a  siiffisant  pardoheer 
T'assoille  yow,  in  contree  as  ye  ryde, 
For  aventures  which  that  may  bityde. 
Peravcntiu-e  ther  may  falle  oon  or  two  935 
Doun  of  his  hors,  and  breke  his  nekke 

atwo. 
Look  which  a  senretee  is  it  to  yow  alio 
That  I  am  in  your  felaweship  y-falle,  (610) 
That  may  assoille  yow,  bothe  more  and 

lasse, 
Whan  that  the  soule  shal  fro  the  Ijody 

passe.  940 

T  rede  that  oui*  hoste  heer  shal  biginne, 
For  he  is  most  envoluped  in  sinne. 
Com  forth,  sir  hoste,  and  offre  first  anon. 
And  thou  shalt  Idsse  the  rcliks  evcrichon. 


Ye,  for  a  grote  !  \uilK)kel  anon  thy  pnrs.' 
•  Xay,   nay,'   quod    he,    'than    have    I 

Cristes  curs !  946 

Lat  be,'   quod   he,    'it   shal   nat  be,   so 

thee'ch  ! 
Thou  woldest  make  me  kisse  thyu   old 

breech,  (620) 

And  swere  it  were  a  rclUi  of  a  seint, 
Thogh  it  were  Avith  thy  fundement  de- 

peint !  q^o 

But  by  the  croys  which  that  seint  Eleyne 

fond, 
I  wolde  I  liadde  thy  coillons  in  myn  liond 
In  ste'^e  "^f  rclikes  or  of  seintuarie  ; 
Lat  cutte  hem  of,  I  wol  thee  hclpe  hem 

carie ; 
They  shul  be  shrjiied  in  an  hogges  tord.' 
This  pardoner  answerde  nat  a  word  ;  956 
So  wrooth  ho  was,  no  word  no  wolde  he 

scye. 
'  Now,'  quod  our  host,  '  I  wol  no  leuger 

pleye  (630) 

With  thee,  ne  with  noon  other  angry  man.' 
But  right  anon  the  worthy  Knight  bigan, 
Wlian  that  he  saugh  that  al  the  peple 

lough,  961 

'  Na-more  of  this,  for  it  is  right  y-nough  ; 
Sir  Pardoner,  be  glad  and  mery  of  cherc  ; 
And  ye,  sir  host,  that  been  to  me  so  dere, 
I  prey  yow  that  j'e  kisse  the  Pardoner.  965 
And  Pardoner,  I  prey  thee,  drawe  thee 

neer. 
And,   as   wo   diden,    lat    us    laughe   and 

pleye.'  (639) 

Anon   they  kiste,   and  riden    forth  hir 

weye.  [T.  1290^ 


Here  is  ended  the  Pardoners  Tale. 
{For  T,  12903,  see  p.  492). 
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The  Prologe  of  the  Wyves  Tale  of  Bathe. 


'  ExpEuiENCE,  thovigh  noon  auctoritee 
Were  in  this  world,  were  right  y-notigli 

to  me 
To  speke  of  wo  that  is  in  mariago ; 
For,  lordinges,  sith  I  twelf  yeerwas  of  age, 
Thonked  be  god  that  is  eterne  on  lyve,    5 
Housh'ondes  at  chirche-dore  I  have  had 

f j-v-e ; 
For  I  so  ofte  have  j--wedded  l)e  ; 
And  alle  were  worthy  men- in  liir  degree. 
But  nie  was  told  certeyu,  nat  longe  agon  is, 
That  sith  that  Crist  ne  wente  never  but 

onis  10 

To  woddmg  in  the  Cane  of  Galilee, 
That  by  the'same  ensample  tanghte  he  me 
That  I  ne  sholde  wedded  be  but  ones. 
Herke  eek,  lo !  which  a  sharp  word  for 

the  nones 
Besydo  a  wclle  Jesus,  god  and  man,        15 
Spak  in  repreve  of  the  Samaritan  : 
"  Thou  hast  y-had  fyve  housbondes,"  quod 

he, 
'■And  thilke  man,  the  which  that  hath 

now  thee, 
Is  noght  thjoi  housbond  ;  "  thus  seyde  he 

certeyn ; 
"\Miat  that  he  mente  ther-by,  I  can  nat 

seyn ;  20 

But  that  I  axe,  whj-  that  the  fifthe  man 
Was  noon  housbond  to  the  Samaritan? 
How  manye  mighte  she  have  in  mariage? 
Yet  herde  I  never  tellen  in  myn  age 
t'pon  this  uombre  diflSjiicioun  ;  25 

Men  may  devync  and  gloscn  vip  and  doun. 
But  wel  I  woot  expres,  with-oute  lye, 
God  bad  \is  for  to  wexe  and  multiplye  ; 
That  gentil  text  can  I  wel  understoude. 
Eek  wel  I  woot  he  seyde,  myn  housbonde 


Sholde  lete  fader  and  modor,  and  take 

me ;  31 

But  of  no  uombre  mencioun  made  he. 
Of  bigamye  or  of  octogamye  ; 
Why  sholde  men  speke  of  it  vileinye  ? 

Lo,  here  the  wyse  king,  dan  Salomon :  j5 
I  trowe  he  hadde  wyves  mo  than  oon  ; 
As,  wolde  god,  it  leveful  were  to  me 
To  be  refresshed  half  so  ofte  as  he  ! 
Which  yifte  of  god  hadde  he  for  alle  his 

wyvis  ! 
No  man  hath  swich,  that  in  this  world 

alj-vc  is.  40 

God  woot,  this  noble  king,  as  to  my  wit, 
The  firste  night  had  manj'  a  iiiery  fit 
With  ech  of  hem,  so  wel  was  him  on  lyve ! 
Blessed  be  god  that  I  have  wedded  fyve  I* 
Welcome  the  sixte,  whan  that  ever  he 

shal.  45 

For  sotlie,  I  wol  nat  kepe  me  chast  in  al ; 
Whan  myn  housbond  is  fro  the  world 

y-gon, 

Sona  Cristen  man  shal  wedde  me  anon  ; 
For  thanne  th"apostle  seith,  that  I  am 

free 
To  wedde,  a  godd's  half,  wher  it  lyketh 

me.  50 

He  seith  that  to  be  wedded  is  no  sinne  ; 
Bet  is  to  be  wedded  than  to  brinne. 
What  rekketh  me,  thogh  folk  seye  vileinye 
Of  shrewed  Lameth  and  his  bigamye  ? 

*  Here  some 'M.SS.  infcrt  the  foUowing  gamine 
{but  rejected)  lines  : — 

Of  wLiche  I  liave  y-piked  out  the  beste 
Bothe  of  liir  nether  puns  .and  <  f  hir  cheste. 
Divei-se  scoles  maken  parlit  clerkes. 
Divers  inaktik,  in  many  sondry  werkes, 
Mrtketh  the  werkman  x>arfit  sekirly. 
Of  fyve  husbondes  scolering  am  I. 
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1  -woot  wel  Abraham  was  an  holy  niau,  55 
And  Jacob  eek,  as  ferforth  as  I  can  ; 
And  och  of  hem  hadde  \%-j-\es  mo  than 

two  ; 
And  many  another  holy  man  also. 
Whan  saugh  ye  ever,  in  any  maner  age, 
That  hye  god  defended  mariage  60 

By  expres  word  ?    I  pray  you,  telleth  me ; 
Or  wher  comanded  he  vii-ginitee? 
I  woot  as  wel  as  ye,  it  is  no  drede, 
Th'apostel,  whan  he  speketh  of  mayden- 

hede ; 
He  seyde,  that  precept  ther-of  hadde  he 
noon.  65 

Men  may  couseille  a  womman  to  been  oon. 
But  conseilling  is  no  comandement ; 
He  putte  it  in  our  owene  jugement 
For  hadde  god  comanded  maydcnhede, 
Thannc  hadde  he  dampued  wedding  with 
the  dede ;  70 

And  certes,  if  ther  were  no  seed  y-sowe, 
Virginitee,  •wher-of  than  sholde  it  g^owe? 
Poul  dorste  nat  comanden  atte  leste 
A  thing  of  which  his  maister  yaf  noon 

heste. 
The  dart  is  set  up  for  virginitee  ;  75 

Cacche  who  so  may,  who  renneth  best  lat 
see. 
But  this  word  is  nat  take  of  every  wight. 
But  ther  as  god  list  give  it  of  his  might. 
I  woot  wel,  that  th'apostel  was  a  mayde  ; 
But  natheless,  thogh  that  he  wroot  and 
sayde,  80 

He  wolde  that  every  wight  were  swich  as 

he, 
Al  nis  but  conseil  to  virginitee  ; 
And  for  to  been  a  wyf,  he  yaf  me  leve 
Of  indulgence  ;  so  it  is  no  repreve 
To  weddo  me,  if  that  my  make  dye,        85 
With-oute  excepcioun  of  bigamye. 
Al  were  it  good  no  womman  for  to  touche. 
He  mente  as  in  his  bed  or  in  his  couclie  ; 
For  peril  is  bothe  fyr  and  tow  t'assemble ; 
Ye    knowe    what     this    ensample    may 
resemble.  90 

This  is  al  and  som,  he  heeld  virginitee 
More  parfit  than  wedding  in  freletee. 
Freeltee  clepe  I,  but-if  that  he  and  she 
Wolde  ledcn  al  hir  lyf  in  chastitee. 

I  graunte  it  wel,  I  have  noon  envye,  95 
Thogh  maydenJiede  jireferre  bigamye  ; 


Hem  lykcth  to  be  clene,  body  and  goost, 
Of  myn  estaat  I  nil  nat  make  no  boost. 
For  wel  ye  knowe,  a  lord  in  his  houshold, 
He  hath  nat  every  vessel  al  of  gold  ;     100 
Somme  been  of  tree,  and  doon  hir  lonl 

se^^•J•se. 
God  clepeth  folk  to  him  in  sondry  wyse, 
And  everich  hath  of  god  a  propre  yifte, 
Som  this,  som  that, — as  him  lyketh  shilte. 
Virginitee  is  greet  perfeccioun,  105 

And  continence  eek  with  devocioun. 
But  Crist,  that  of  perfeccioun  is  welle, 
Bad  nat  every  wight  he  sholde  go  selle 
All  that  he  hadde,  and  give  it  to  the  pore. 
And  in  swich  wyse  folwe  him  and  his 
.    fore.  no 

Ho  spak  to  hem  that  wolde  live  parfitly ; 
And  lordinges,  by  your  leve,  that  am  nat  L 
I  wol  bistowe  the  flour  of  al  myn  ago 
In  th'  actes  and  in  fruit  of  mariage. 

Telle  me  also,  to  what  conclusioun    115 
Were  membres  maad  of  generacioun, 
And     for    what     profit    was    a    wight 

y-wroght  ? 
Trnsteth  right  wel,  they  wer  nat  niaad 

for  noght. 
Glose  who-so  wole,  and  seye  bothe  up  and 

doun, 
Tha,t  they  were  maked  for  purgacioun  i  jo 
Of  urine,  and  our  bothe  thinges  smale 
Wore    eek  to  knowe   a    femele  from   a 

male, 
Ai-d  for  noon  other  catise  :  sey  ye  no  ? 
The  experience  woot  wel  it  is  noght  so  ; 
So  that    the    clerkes    bo    nat   with    me 
wrothe,  125 

I  sey  this,  that  they  maked  been  for  bothe, 
This  is  to  seye,  for  office,  and  for  ese 
Of  engendrure,  ther  we  nat  god  displese. 
Why  sholde  men  elles  in  liir  bokes  sette, 
That   man    shal    yelde   to    his   wyf  hir 
dette?  130 

Now    wher-with    sholde    he    make    his 

payement, 
If  he  ne  used  his  sely  instrument  ? 
Than  were  they  maad  up-on  a  creature. 
To  purge  uryne,  and  eek  for  engendrure. 
But  I  seye  noght  that  every  wight  is 
holde,  1,15 

That  hath  swich  barneys   as  I  to  yow 
tolde, 
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To  goon  and  -oscn  hem  in  pngendrnre  ; 
Than   sholde  men   take  of  chastitee  no 

cure. 
Crist  was  a  mayde,  and  shapen  as  a  man. 
And  many  a  saint,  sith  that  the  world 

bigan,  140 

Yet  lived  they  ever  in  parfit  chastitee. 
I  nil  cnvyc  no  virginitee  ; 
Lat  liem  be  breed  of  pured  whete-seed, 
And  lat  ns  wyves  hoteu  barly-breed  ; 
And  yet  with  barly-breed,  Mark  telle  can, 
Our  lord  Jesu  refresshed  many  a  man.  146 
In  swich  estaat  as  god  hath  cleped  iis 
I  wol  persevere,  I  nam  nat  precious. 
In  wythode  I  wol  use  myn  instrument 
As  frely  as  my  maker  hath  it  sent.        150 
If  I  be  daiingerous,  god  yeve  me  sorwe  ! 
Myn  liousbond  shal  it  have  bothe  eve  and 

morwe, 
Whan  that  him  list  com  forth  and  paye 

his  dette. 
An  housbonde  I  wol  have,  I  nil  nat  lette, 
Which  shal  be  bothe  my  dettour  and  my 

thral,  155 

And  have  his  tribulacioun  with-al 
Up-on  his  flessh,  whyl  that  I  am  his  wyf. 
I  have  the  power  duringe  al  my  lyf 
Ujvon  his  propre  body,  and  noght  he. 
Right  thus  th'apostel  tolde  it  un-to  me  ; 
And  bad  our  housbondes  for  to  love  us 

woeL  161 

Al  this  sentence  me  lyketh  eveiy-deel ' — 
Up  sterte  the  Pardoner,  and  that  anon, 
'  Now  dame.'  quod  he,  '  by  god  and   by 

seint  John, 
Ye  been  a  noble  prechour  in  this  cas  !  165 
I  was  aboute  to  wedde  a  wyf;  alias  ! 
What  sholde  I  bye  it  on  my  flesh  so  dere? 
Yet  hadde  I  lever  wedde  no  wyf  to-yere  ! ' 
'  Abyde  ! '    quod  she,    "  my  tale  is  nat 

bigonne ;  169 

Nay,  thou  shalt  tlrinken  of  another  tonne 
Er  that  I  go,  shal  savoure  wors  than  ale. 
And  whan  that  I  have  told  thee  forth 

my  tale 
Of  tribulacioun  in  manage, 
Of  which  I  am  expert  in  al  myn  age, 
This    to    seyn,   my-self  have    been    the 

whippe ; —  );5 

Than  maj'stow  chese  whether  thou  wolt 

sippe 


190 


my 


Of  thilke  tonne  that  I  shal  abroche. 
Be  war  of  it,  er  thou  to  ny  approche  ; 
Fur  I  shal  telle  ensamples  mo  than  ten. 
Who-so  that  nil  be  war  by  othere  men,  180 
By  him  shul  othere  men  corrected  be. 
The  same  wordes  wryteth  Ptholomee  ; 
Rede  in  his  Almageste,  and  take  it  there.' 
'  Dame,  I  wolde  praye  yow,  if  your  wil 

it  were,' 

Seyde  this  Pai-doner,  '  as  ye  bigan,        185 

Telle  forth  your  tale,  spareth  for  no  man, 

And  toche  us  yonge  men  of  your  praktike.' 

'Gladly,'  quod  she,  'sith  it  may  yow 

lyke. 
But  yet  I  praye  to  al  this  companye, 
If  that  I  speke  after  my  fantasj-e. 
As  taketli  not  a-grief  of  that  I  seye  ; 
For  myn  entente  nis  but  for  to  pleye. 
Now  sires,  now  wol   I  telle  forth 

tale. — 
As  ever  mote  I  drinken  wyn  or  ale, 
I  shal  seye  sooth,   tho  housbondes  that 

I  hadde,  195 

As  three  of  hem  were  gode  antl  two  were 

badde. 
The  three  men  were  gode,  and  riche,  and 

olde  : 
Unnethe  mighte  they  the  statut  holde 
In  which  that  they  were  bounden  un-to 

me.  199 

Ye  woot  wel  what  I  mene  of  this,  pardee ! 
As  help  me  god,  I  laughe  whan  I  thinke 
How  pitously  a-night  I  ma<le  hem  swinke ; 
And  by  my  fey,  I  tolde  of  it  no  stoor. 
They  had  me  j-even  hir  gold   and  hir 

tresoor  ; 
Me  neded  nat  do  longer  diligence         205 
To  winne  hir  love,  or  doon  hem  reverence. 
They  loved  me  so  wel,  by  god  .above, 
That  I  ne  tolde  no  dej-ntee  of  hir  love  ! 
A  wys  w<imman  wol  sotte  hir  ever  in  oon 
To  gete  hir  love,  ther  as  she  hath  noon.  210 
But  sith  I  hadde  hem  hoolly  in  myn  hond, 
And  sith  they  hadde  me  yeven  all  hir 

lond, 
What  sholde  I  taken  hede  hem  for  to 

plese. 
But  it  were  for  my  profit  and  myn  ese  ? 
I  sette  hem  so  a-werke.  by  my  ley,         215 
That  many  a  uiglit   they  songen  "  wei- 

lawey ! " 
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Tlu-  l^coiin  was  nat  fet  for  hem,  I  trowe, 
That  som  men  han  in  Essex  at  Dunmowe. 
I  erovemed  hem  so  wel,  after  my  lawe, 
That  ech  of  hem  fnl  hlisful  was  and  fawc 
T<  1  brinsre  mo  frave  thingcs fro  the  fayre.  22 1 
Tliey  were  I'ul  ghid  whan  I  spak  to  hem 

fayre ; 
For  god  it  woot,  I  chidde  hem  spitouslj-. 

Now  herkneth,  how  I  har  me  jiroprely, 
Ye  wyse  wys'es,  that  can  iinderstondo.  225 
Thns  shul  j^e  speko  and  here  hem  wrong 
on  honde ; 
For  half  so  boldely  can  ther  no  man 
Swere  and  lyeu  as  a  womman  can, 
I  sej-  nat  this  by  wyves  that  ben  wyse, 
But -if  it  be  whan  they  hem  misa^•yse.  230 
A  wys  wyf,  if  that  she  can  hir  good, 
Shal  beren  him  on  hond  the  cow  is  wood, 
And  take  witnesse  of  hir  owene  mayde 
Of  hir  assent ;  but  herkneth  how  1  sayde. 
"*  "      "  Sir  olde  kaynard,  is  this  thyn  array? 
-A     'WTiy  is  my  neighebores  wyf  so  gay  ?     236 
'  •      She  is  honoured  over-al  ther  she  gotli ; 
'"^  ■  I  sitte  at  boom,  I  liave  no  thrifty  ch)th. 
f^  AVliat  dostow  at  my  neighebores  hous  ':" 
i*«»A  Is  she  so  fair  ?  artow  so  amorous  ?         240 
i<i^-  What  rowne  ye  with  our  mayde  ?    ben'- 
cite  ! 
Sir  olde  lechonr,  lat  thy  japes  be  ! 
And  if  I  have  a  gossib  or  a  freend, 
^■*-"   With-oiiten  gilt,  thou  chydest  as  a  feend, 
■^  •   If  that  I  walke  or  pleye  un~to  his  hous !  245 
■^**     Thou  comest  hoom  as  dronken  as  a  mows, 
.  .5^  And  preehest  on  thy  bench,  with   yvel 
£js4  preef ! 

Thon  aoigt.to  me,  it  is  a  greet  mescliief 
To  wedde  a  povre  womman,  for  costage  ; 
^^     And  if  that  she  be  riche,  of  heigh  parage, 
1^       Than  g£i5tow_that  it  is  a  tormentrye     251 
j^      To  suftre  hir  piyde  and  hir  malencolye. 
And  if  that  she  be  fair,  thou  verray  knave, 
XhsiU  SQi'St  that  every  holour  wol  hir  ha\-e  ; 
She  may  no  whyle  in  chastitce  abyde,  255 
Tliat  is  assailled  up-on  ech  a  syde. 

XJ'iUl—  sej^t,   som   folk   desyre    us    for 
jf*-i  richesse, 

SticwSoni  for  our  shap,  and  som  for  oi\r  fair- 
nesse ; 
And   som,  for  she  can  outhcr  singe  or 
daunce,  259 

And  som,  for  gentillesse  and  daliaunee  ; 


Som,  for  hir  handes  and  hir  armes  smale ; 
Thus  goth  al  to  the  devel  by  thy  tale. 
"Jhqu^sej'st,  men  may  nat  kepe  a  castel- 

wal; 
It  may  so  longe  assailled  been  over-al. 
And  if  that  she  be  foul,  tlioii_seigt  that 

she  265 

Coveiteth  every  man  that  she  may  see  ; 
For  as  a  spaynel  she  wol  on  liim  lepe, 
Til  that  she  finde  som  man  hir  to  chepe  ; 
Ne  noon  so  grey  goos  goth  ther  in  the 

lake,  269 

As,  seistjjw,  that  wol  been  with-oute  make. 
And  geyst,  it  is  an  hard  thing  for  to  welde 
A  thing  that  no  man  wol,  his  thankes, 

holde. 
Thiis  jeistow,  lorel,  whan  thow  goost  to 

bedde ; 
And   that    no   wys   man   nedeth   for   to 

wedde,  274 

Ne  no  man  that  entendeth  vin-to  hevene. 

With  wilde  thonder-dint  and  firy  levene 

Mote  thy  welked  nekko  bs  to-broke  ! 

'^io>v_s£yst  that  dropping  houses,  and 

cok  smoko. 
And  chj-ding  wyves,  maken  men  to  flee 
Out  of  hir  oweno  hous ;  a  !  ben'cite  !     280 
What  eyleth  swich  an  old   man   for  to 

chyde  ? 
Xt^^^-Seygt,  we  wyves  wol   our  vyces 

hyde 
Til  we  be  fast,   and  than  we  wol   hem 

she  we  ; 
Wel  may  that  be  a  proverbe  of  a  shrewe ! 
Thovi  seist,  that  oxen,  asses,  hers,  and 

houndes,  285 

They  been  assayed  at  diverse  stoundes ; 
Baeins,  lavours,  or  that  men  hem  bye, 
Spones  and   stoles,  and   al   swich   hous- 

bondrye, 
And  so  been  pottos,  clothes,  and  array ; 
But  folk  of  wyves  maken  noon  assay    290 
Til  tlipj-  be  wedded  ;  olde  <lotnrd  shrowe  ! 
And   than,   seistow,    we   wol   oure   vices 

shewe. 
Thou  soist  also,  that  it  displeseth  mo 
But-if  that  thou  wolt  preyse  my  beautee, 
And   but   thou    poure  alwey  up-on    my 

face,  295 

And    clepe    me    '  faire   dame '   in    evei-y 

place ; 


i 
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And   but  thou   make   a  fcsto  on  tliilke 

day 
That  I  •was  bom,  and  make  mc  fresh  and 

gay, 

And  but  thou  do  to  my  norico  honour, 
And   to   my   chamberere   with-inne   my 

Iwur,  3tx) 

And  to  my  fadres  folk  and  his  allyes  ; — 
Thus  seistow,  olde  barel  liil  of  lyes  ! 

And  yet  of  our  apprentice  Janekyn. 
For  his  crisp  hecr,  shyniuge  iis  gold  so  fyn, 
And  for  he  squieretli  me  bothe  up  and 

doun,  305 

Yet  hastow  caught  a  fals  suspecioun  ; 
I  wol  hym  noglit,  thogh  thou  were  deed 

to-morwe. 
But  tel  me  this,  why  hydestow,  with 

sorwe, 
The  keyes  of  thy  cheste  awey  fro  me  ? 
It  is  my  good  as  wel  as  thyn,  pardee.   310 
What  wenestow  make   an   idiot   of  our 

dame  ? 
Now  by  that   lord,   that  called  is  seint 

Jame, 
Tliou  shalt  nat  bothe,  thogh   tliat  thou 

were  wood. 
Be  maister  of  my  body  and  of  my  good  ; 
Tliat  oon  thou  shalt  forgo,  maugree  thyne 

3'un ;  375 

What  nedeth  thee  of  mc  to  enquere  or 

sjjyen  ? 
I   trowe,   thou  woldest  loke"  me  in   thy 

oheste  ! 
Thou  sholdest  seye,  •  wyf,  go  wher  thee 

leste, 
Tak  your  disport,  I  wol  nat  leve  no  talis; 
1  knowe  yow  for  a  trewe  wyf,  dame  Alis.' 
We   love  no  man   that  takcth   kepe  or 

charge  321 

Wlier  that  we  goon,  we  wol  ben  at  our 

large. 
Of  alle  men  y-blessed  moot  he  be, 
The  wyse  astrologien  Dan  Ptholome,    324 
Tliat  seith  this  proverbe  in  his  Almageste, 
'  Of  alle  men  his  wisdom  is  the  hyeste, 
That  reliketh  never  who  hath  the  world 

in  honde.' 
By  this  proverbe  thou  shalt  understonde, 
Have  thou  y-nogh,  what  thar  thee  recche 

or  care 
How  merily  that  othere  folkes  fare  ?    330 


.  I 


For  certeyn,  oUle  dotard,  by  your  leve, 
Ye  shul  have queynte  right  y-nough at  eva 
He  is  to  greet  a  nigard  that  wol  weme 
A  man  to  lightc  his  candle  at  his  lantorjie ; 
He    slial    have    never    the    lasso    ligh*, 

pardee ;  335 

Have  thou  y-nough,  thee  thar  nat  plcyne 

thee 
Thou  soyst  also,  that  if  we  make  ns  gay 
W'ith  clothing  and  with  precious  array. 
That  it  is  peril  of  our  chastitee  ; 
And  yet,  with  sorwo,  thou  most  enforce 

tliee,  340 

And   seye  thise  wordes  in  the   apostles 

name, 
'  In    habit,    niaad    with    chastitee    and 

shame, 
Ye  wommen  shul  apparaille  yow,'  qu>id 

he, 
'  And   noght   in   tressed    heer   and     gay 

porree. 
As  perles,  ne  with  gold,  ne  clothes  riche;' 
After  thy  text,  ne  after  tliy  rubriche    346 
I  wol  nat  wirche  as  muchel  as  a  gnat. 
Thou  seydest  this,  that  I  was  Ij'k  a  cat ; 
For  who-so  wolde  sen  go  a  cattes  skin, 
Thanne  wolde  the   cat  wel  dwellen   in 

his  in  ;  350 

And  if  the  cattes  skin  be  slyk  and  gay, 
She  wol  nat  dwelle  in  house  half  a  day, 
But  forth  she  wole,  er  any  day  be  dawed, 
To   shewe   hir   skin,    and    goon    a-cater- 

wawed ; 
Til  is  is  to  seye,  if  I  be  gay,  sir  shrewe,  355 
I  wol  renne  out,  my  borel  for  to  shewe. 
Sire    olde  fool,    what    eyleth    thee  t<5 

spyen  ? 
Thogh     tliou     preye    Argus,    with     his 

hundred  yen. 
To  bo  my  warde-cors,  as  he  can  best., 
In   feith,  he  shal  nat  kepe  me  but  me 

lest ;  3,(yo 

Yet  coude   I   make   his   herd,    so    moot 

I  thee. 
Thou  seydest  eek,  that  ther  ben  thinges 

three. 
The  whiche  thingcs  troublen  al  this  erthe, 
And  that  no  wight  ne  may  endure  the 

fei-the : 
O  leve  sir  shrewe,  Jesu  shorte  thy  lyf !  365 
Yet  prechestow,  and  seyst,  an  hateful  wj-f 
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T-rekened  is  for  oon  of  thise  meschances. 

Been   ther  none    othere    maner    resem- 
blances 

Tli^t  ye  may  lykne  yonr  parahles  to, 

Bnt-if  a  sely  wyf  be  oon  of  tho  ?  370 

Thou  lykenest  wommanes  love  to  helle, 

Tij  bareyne  lond,   ther  water  may  not 
xi^  dwelle. 

X^jxj.    Thou  lyknest  it  also  to  wilde  fyr  ; 

The  more  it  brenneth,  the  more  it  hatli 
desyr 

To    consume    every    thing     that-  brent 
vol  be.  375 

Thou  seyst,  that  right  as  wormes  shende 
a  tree, 

Right  so  a  wyf  destroyeth  hir  housbonde ; 

This    knowe    they  that  been  to   Avyves 
-  _  _  _    honde." 

Lordinges,    right    thus,    as     ye    have 
understonde, 

Bar  I  stifly  myne   olde   housbondes   on 
lionde,  380 

That  thus  they  seyden  in  hir  dronkenesse ; 

And  al  was  fals,  but  that  I  took  witnesse 

On  Janekin  and  on  my  nece  also. 

0  lord,  the  peyne  I  dide  hem  and  the  wo, 
Ful  giltelees,  by  goddes  swete  pjaie  !  385 
For  as  an  liors  I  coude  byte  and  whyne. 

1  coude   pleyne,    thogh   I   were   in    the 

gilt, 
Or  elles  often  tyme  hadde  I  ben  spilt. 
\Vho-so   that    first   to  mille   comth,   first 

grint  ; 
T  pleyned  first,  so  was  our  werre  y-stint. 
They  were  ful   glad  t'excusen  hem  ful 

blyve  391 

Of  tiling  of  which  they  never  ^gilte  hir 

ly\-e. 
Of  wenches   wolde   I    beren    him    on 

honde. 
Whan  that  for  syk  unnethes  mighte  he 

stonde. 
Yet  tikled  it  his  hertp,  for  that  he         395 
Wende  that   I   hadde   of  him   so   greet 

chicrtee. 
I  swoor  that  al  my  walkinge  out  by  n ighte 
Was  for  t'espj'e  wenches  that  he  dighte  ; 
Under  that  colour  hadde  I  many  a  mirthe. 
For  al  swich  wit  is  yeven  us  in  our  birthe ; 
Deceite,  weping,  spinning  god  hath  yive 
To  wommen  kindely,  whyl  they  may  live. 


And  thus  of  o  thing  I  avaunte  me,  403 
Atte   ende   I   hadde   the   bettre   in   ech 

degree, 
By  sleighte,  or  force,  or  In-  sum   maner 

thing,  405 

As  by  continuel  murmur  or  grucching  : 
Namely a-bedde  hadden  they  meschaunce. 
Ther   wolde   I   chyde   and    do    hem    no 

plesaunce ; 
I  wolde  no  lenger  in  the  bed  abyde. 
If  that  I  felte  his  arm  over  my  syde,    410 
Til  he  had  maad  his  rauiison  un-'to  me  ; 
Than  wolde  I  sufFre  him  do  his  nycetee. 
And  ther-fore  every  man  this  tale  I  telle, 
Winne  who-so  may,  for  al  is  for  to  selle. 
With  empty  hand  men  may  none  haukes 

lure;  415 

For  winning  wolde  I  al  his  lust  endure, 
And  make  me  a  fcyned  appetyt : 
And  yet  in  bacon  hadde  I  never  delyt  : 
That   made  me  that  ever  I  wolde  hem 

chyde.  419 

For  thogh  the  pope  had  seten  hem  bisyde, 
I  wolde  nat  spare  hem  at  hir  owene  bord. 
For  by  my  trouthe,  I  quitte  hem  word 

for  word. 
As  help  me  verray  god  omnipotent, 
Thogh   I   right    now    sholde    make    my 

testament, 
I  ne  owe  hem  nat  a  word  that  it  nis  quit 
I  broghte  it  so  aboute  by  my  wit,  426 

That  they  moste  yeve  it  up,  as  for  the 

besto  ; 
Or  elles  hadde  we  never  been  in  reste. 
For  thogh  he  loked  as  a  wood  leoun, 
Yet  sholde  he  faille  of  his  conclusioun.  430 
Thanne  wolde  I  seye,   "  gode  lief,  tak 

keep 
How  mekely  loketh  Wilkin  oure  sheej) : 
Com    neer,   my  spouse,   lat   me   ba.  thy 

cheke ! 
Ye  sholde  been  al  paeient  and  meke, 
And  han  a  swete  spyced  conscience,      435 
Sith  ye  so  preche  of  Jobes  pacience. 
Suffreth  alwey,  sin  ye  so  wel  can  preche  ; 
And   but    ye   do,    certein   we   slinl    vow 

teche 
That  it  is  fair  to  have  a  wyf  in  pees. 
Oon  of  us  two  moste  bowen,  doutelees :  440 
And  sith  a  man  is  more  resonable 
Than  womman  is,  ye  moste  been  suffrable. 


I 
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What  eyloth  yow  t<>    gnicche  thus  anil 

Krone  ? 
Is  it  for  ye  wolde  liave  my  qiiej-nte  allono? 
Why  taak  it  al,  lo,  have  it  ever3--doel ;  445 
Peter  !  I  shrewe  yow  but  ye  love  it  weel  ! 
For  if  I  wolde  selle  my  bele  cliose. 
I  coiide  walke  as  fresh  as  is  a  rose  : 
Bnt  I  wol  kope  it  for  your  owene  tooth. 
Ye  bo  to  blame,  by  god,  I  sey  yow  sooth." 
Swiche    maner   wordes   hadde   we   on 

honde.  451 

Now  wol  I  speken  of  my  fourtlie  hons- 

bonde. 
Mj-  foiirthe  hoxisbonde  was  a  revelour, 
This  is  to  seyn,  he  hadde  a  paramour ; 
And  I  was  ,vong  and  ful  of  ragerye,      455 
Stiborn  and  strong,  and  joly  as  a  pye. 
Wei  conde  I  daiince  to  an  liarpe  smale, 
And  singe,  y-wis,  as  any  nightingale. 
Whan  I  had  dronke  a  dranghte  of  swete 

wyn. 
Metellivis,  the  fonle  cherl,  the  swyn,    460 
Tliat  with  a  staf  birafte  his  vryt'  hir  Ij-i", 
For  she  drank  wyn,  thogh  I  hadde  been 

hiswyf, 
He  sholde  nat  h.-in  daunted  me  fro  drinko  : 
And,  after  wyn,  on  Venus  moste  I  tliiuke  : 
For  al  sosiker  as  cold  engendrcth  hayl, 
A  likerous  mouth  moste  ban  a  likerous 

tayl.  466 

In  womman  vinolent  is  no  defence, 
This  knowen  lechours  by  experience. 
But,  lord  Crist !  whan  that  it  remem- 

breth  me 
Up-on  my  j-owthe,  and  on  my  jolitee,  ^~o 
It  tikleth  mo  aboi^te  myn  hcrte  rote. 
I'nto  this  day  it  dooth  myn  hcrte  bote 
That  I  have  had  my  world  as  in  my  t^-me. 
But  age,  alias !  that  al  wol  enveuyme,  474 
,  Hath  me  biraft  my  bcaiTtee  and  my  pith ; 
Lat  go,  fare-wel,  the  devel  go  therwith  ! 
The  flour  is  goon,  ther  is  na-moro  to  telle. 
The  bren,  as  I  best  can,  now  moste  I  selle ; 
But  j-et  to  be  right  mery  wol  I  fonde. 
Now  wol  I  teUen  of  my  fourthe   hous- 

bonde.  480 

I  seye,  I  hadde  in  herte  greet  despj-t 
That  he  of  any  other  had  delyt. 
But   he  was  quit,   by  god  and   by  seint 

Joce  ! 
I  made  him  of  the  same  wode  a  croce  : 


Nat  of  my  l)ody  in  no  foul  manure,        485 
But  certeinly,  I  made  folk  swich  chero. 
That  in  his  owene  greee  I  made  him  f  rye 
For  angre,  and  for  verrfty  jalonsye. 
By  god,  in  erthe  I  was  his  purgatorie,  481) 
For  which  I  hope  his  soule  bo  in  glorii-. 
For  god  it  woot.  he  sat  ful  ofte  and  song 
Whan    that   his    shoo   ful   bitterly   hini 

■wrong. 
Ther  was  no  wight,  save  god  and  he.  that 

wistc, 
In  many  wyse,  how  sore  I  him  twiste. 
He  deyde  whan  I  cam  fro  Jei'usalem.  495 
And  lyth  y-grave  under  the  rodc-beem. 
Al  is  his  tombe  noght  so  curious 
As  was  the  sepulcre  of  him,  Darius. 
Which  that  Appelles  wroglite  snbtilly  : 
It  nis  but  wast  to  burie  him  preciously.  500 
Lat  him  fare-wel,  god  yeve  his  soule  reste, 
He  is  now  in  the  grave  and  in  his  cheste. 
Now  of  my  fifthe  housbond  wol  I  tell**. 
God  lete  his  soule  never  come  in  belle  I 
And  yet  was  he  to  me  the  moste  shrewe  ; 
That  fele  I  on  my  ribbes  al  by  rewe.     506 
And  ever  shal,  un-to  myn  ending-day. 
But  in  OUT  bed  he  was  so  fresh  and  gay. 
And  ther-with-al  so  wel  coude  he  me  glose. 
Whan  that  he  wolde  lian  my  bele  chose.  510 
That  thogh  he  hadde  me  bet  on  every 

boon. 
He  coude  winne  agayn  my  love  anoon. 
I  trowe  I  loved  him  beste,  for  that  he 
Was  of  his  love  daungerous  to  me. 
We  wommen  ban,  if  that  I  shal  nat  l.ve, 
In  this  matere  a  quej-nte  fantasye  ;       516 
Wayte  what  thing  we  may  nat  lightly 

have, 
Ther-after  wol  we  crye  al-day  and  crave. 
Forbede  us  thing,  and  that  desyren  we  : 
Frees  on  us  faste,  and  thanne  wol  wo  flee. 
With  daunger  oute  wo  al  our  chafFare ;  521 
Greet  prees  at  market  maketh  dore  ware, 
And  to  greet  cheep  is  holde  at  litel  prys  ; 
This  knoweth  every  womman  that  is  -wys. 
My   fifthe   housbonde.    god    his    soule 

blesse  !  ^2$ 

Which    that   I   took    for    love    and    no 

richesse. 
He  som-tymo  was  a  clerk  of  Oxenford. 
And  had  left  scole,  and  wente  at  boom  to 

bord 
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With  my  gossib,  dweilinge  in  onre  toun, 
God    have    liir    soule !     hir    name   was 

Aliso\in.  530 

She  knew  myn  herte  and  eekjny  privetee 
Bot   than   our  parisshe-precst,   so    moot 

I  thee ! 
To  hir  biwreyed  I  my  conseil  al. 
For  had  myn  housbondo  pissed  on  a  wal, 
Or  doon  a  thing  that  sholde  han  cost  his 

lyf,  535 

To  hir,  and  to  another  worthy  wyf, 
And  to   my  nece,    which   that   I    loved 

weel, 
I  wolde  han  told  his  conseil  every-deel. 
And  so  I  dide  fill  often,  god  it  woot, 
That  made  liis  face  ful  often   reed  and 

hoot  540 

For  verray  shame,  and  blamed  him-self 

for  ho 
Had  told  to  me  so  greet  a  privetee. 

And_so  bifel  that  ones,  in  a  Lente, 
(So  often  tymes  I  to  my  gossib  wente. 
For  ever  yet  I  lovede  to  be  gay,  545 

And  for  to  walkc,  in  March,  Averille,  and 

May, 
Fro  hous  to  hotis,  to  here  sondry  talis), 
That  Jankin  clerk,  and  my  gossib  dame 

Alis, 
And  I  my-self,  in-to  the  feldes  wente. 
Myn  honsbond  was  at  London   al  that 

Lente ;  550 

I  hadde  the  bettre  leyser  for  to  pleye, 
And  for  to  sec,  and  eek  for  to  be  seye 
Of  lusty  folk  ;  what  wiste  I  wher  my  grace 
Was  shapen  for  to  be,  or  in  what  place  ? 
Therefore  I  made  my  visitaciouns,        555 
To  vigilies  and  to  processiouns, 
To  preching  eek  and  to  thiso  pilgrimages. 
To  pleyes  of  miracles  and  mariages. 
And  wered  upon  my  gaye  scarlet  gytes. 
Thise  wormes,  ne  thise  motthes,  ne  thise 

mytes,  560 

Upon  my  peril,  frete  hem  never  a  dcel ; 
And  wostow  why?    for  they  were  iiscd 

weel. 
Now  wol  I  tellen  forth  what  happed  me. 
I  seye,  that  in  the  feeldcs  walked  we, 
Til  trewely  we  hadde  swich  daliance,  565 
This  clerk  and  I,  that  of  my  purveyance 
I  spak  to  him,  and  scydn  him,  how  that  he, 
If  I  were  widwe,  sholde  wedde  me. 


For  certeinly,  I  sey  for  no  bobance. 
Yet  was  I  never  with-outen  purveyance 
Of  mariagc,  n'of  othcre  thinges  ock.      57! 
I  holde  a  mouses  herte  nat  worth  a  leek. 
That  hath  but  oon  hole  for  to  sterte  to. 
And  if  that  faille,  thannc  is  al  y-do. 
I  bar  him   on   honde,   he    hadde  en« 

chanted  me ;  575 

My  dame  taughte  me  that  soutiltee. 
And  eek  I  seydo,  I  mette  of  h  im  al  night ; 
He  woldc  han  slayn  me  as  I  lay  uji-right. 
And  al  my  bed  was  iul  of  verray  T)lood, 
But    yet    I   hope    tliat    he    shal    do   me 

good ;  580 

For  blood   bitokeneth   gold,   as   mo  was 

taught. 
And  al  was   fals,  I  dremed  of  it   right 

naught. 
But  as  I  folwed  ay  my  dames  lore, 
As  wel  of  this  as  of  other  thinges  mor(\ 
But  now  sir,   lat  me  see,  what  I  shal 

scyn  ?  5S5 

A  !  ha !  by  god,  I  have  my  tale  ageyn. 
Whan  that  nay  fourthe  housbond  was 

on  bero,  * 

I  weep  algato,  and  made  sory  chere. 
As  wyves  moten,  for  it  is  usage, 
And  with    my   coverchief    covered    my 

visage ;  590 

But  for  that  I  was  purveyed  of  a  make, 
I  weep  but  smal,  and  that  I  undertake. 
To  chirche   was   myn   housbond   born 

a-morwe 
With  neighebores,  that   for  him  maden 

sorwe  ; 
And  .Janldn  cure  clerk  was  oon  of  tho.  595 
As  help  me    god,    whan   that    I  saugh 

him  go 
After  the  here,  me  thoughte  he  hadde  a 

imire 
Of  legges  and  of  feet  so  clone  and  faire, 
That  al  myn  herte  I  yaf  un-to  his  hold. 
Ho  was,  I  trowR,  a  twenty  winter  old,  600 
And  I  was  I'ourty,  if  I  shal  seyo  sooth  ; 
But  yet  I  hadde  alwpy  a  coltes  tooth. 
Gat-tothed  I  was,    and   that   bicam   mo 

weel; 
I  hadde  tho  prente  of  seynt  Venus  seel. 
As  help  mo  god,  I  was  a  lusty  oon,       605 
And  faire  and  riche,  and  yong,  and  wel 

bigoon ; 
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And  trewely,  as  iiiyne  hoiisljondes  tolde 

me, 
I  Lud  the  boste  quoniaiii  mighte  be. 
I'or  ccrtes,  I  am  al  Venerien  609 

III  fclinge,  and  niyn  herte  is  Marcien. 
Vcmis  me  yat'  my  lust,  my  likerousnesse, 
And  Mars  yai"  me  my  sturdy  hardinesse. 
Myu  ascendent  was  Taur,  and  Mars  tlier- 

iniio. 
Alias  !  alias  !  that  ever  lo\o  was  sinne  ! 
1  folwed  ay  mj'u  iuclinacioim  615 

By  vertu  of  mj'  constellacioun  ; 
That  made  me  I  coude  noght  withdrawe 
My  chambro  of  Venus  from  a  good  felawe. 
Yet  have  I  Martes  mark  up-on  my  face, 
And  also  in  another  privee  place.  620 

For,  god  so  wis  bo  my  savacioun, 
I  ue  loved  never  bj'  no  discreciouu, 
But  ever  folwcde  myu  appetyt, 
Al  were  he   short   or  long,   or  blak   or 

whyt ; 
I  took  no  kepc,  so  that  he  lyked  me,     625 
How  pore  ho  was,  ne  eek  of  what  degree. 
"WTiat  sholde  I  seye,  but,  at  the  monthes 

ende, 
Thidjoly  clerk  Jaulkiii,  that  was  so  hende, 
Hath  wedded  me  with  greet  solempnitee. 
And  to  him  yaf  I  al  the  lond  and  fee   630 
That  ever  was  me  yeveu  ther-bifore  ; 
But  afterward  repented  xne  ful  sore. 
He  nolde  suffre  nothing  of  mj-  list. 
By  god,  he  smoot  me  ones  on  the  list, 
For  that  I  rente  out  of  his  book  a  leef,  6}S 
That  of  the  strook  myn  ere  wex  al  deef. 
Stiborn  I  was  as  is  a  leonesse, 
And  of  my  tonge  a  verray  jangleresse, 
And  walke  I  wolde,  as  I  had  doon  biforn, 
From,  lious  to  hous,  al-though  he  had  it 

sworn.  640 

For  which  he  often  tymes  wolde  ju-eche. 
And  me  of  olde  Eomayn  gestes  teclie, 
How  he,  Simplicius  Gallus,  lefte  his  wyf, 
And  hir  forsook  for  terme  of  al  his  lyf, 
Xoght  but  for  oi>en-heeded  he  hir  say  O45 
Lokingc  out  at  his  dore  upon  a  day. 

Another  Komayn  tolde  he  me  by  name, 
That,  for  his  wyf  was  at  a  someres  game 
With-oiite  his  witing,  he  forsook  hir  eke. 
And  than  wokle  he  up-on  his  Bible  soke 
That  ilke  proverbe  of  Ecclesiaste,  651 

Wher  he  coniandeth  and  forbcdeth  faste, 
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Man   shal   nat   suffre   liis  wyf  go  roule 

aboute ; 
Than  wolde   he   sejc   right   thus,    with- 

outen  douto, 
"Who-so  that  buildeth  his  hous  al  of 

salwes,  655 

And  priketh  his  blinde  hors  over  the 

falwes. 
And  suffreth  his  wyf  to  go  seken  halwes. 
Is  worthy  to  been  hanged  on  the  gal- 

wes ! " 
But  al  for  noght,  I  sette  noght  an  hawe 
Of  his  proverbes  n'of  his  olde  sawe,      660 
Xe  I  woldo  nat  of  him  corrected  be. 
I  hate  him  that  my  vices  telleth  me, 
And  so  do  mo,  god  woot !  of  us  than  I. 
This  made  him  witli  me  wood  al  outrely  ; 
I  nolde  noght  forbore  him  in  no  cas.    665 
Now   wol  I  seye  j'ow   sooth,   by  seint 

Thomas, 
Why  that  I  rente  out  of  his  book  a  leef. 
For  which  he  smoot  me  so  that  I  was 

deef. 
Hehaddeabook  that  gladly,  night  and  l'«>**^ 

day,  ^, 

For  his  desport  he  wolde  rede  alway.    670  l**fi*^ 
He  clcped  it  Viile_rie  and  Thoofraste,  <^  ""^ 

At  whiche  book  he  lough  alwey  ful  faste.  ^-x-»^ 
And  eek  ther  was  som-tyme  a  clerk  at    iLx-irv. 

Eome, 
A  cardinal,  that  highte  Seint  Jerome, 
That  made  a  book  agayn  Jovinian  ;       675  ^""^ 
In  whiche  book  eek  ther  was  Tertiilau,       V^*^ 
Crisippus,  Trotula,  and  Helowys, 
That  was  abbesse  nat  fer  fro  Parys  ; 
.\jid  eek  the  Parables  of  Salomon, 
Ovydes  Art,  and  bokes  many  on,  680     "^-'*-o 

And  alle  thise  wer  boundeu  in  o  volume. 
And  every  night  and  day  was  liis  custauiL', 
Whan  he  had  lej-ser  and  vacacioun 
From  other  worldly  occupacioun,  684 

To  redcn  on  this  book  of  wikked  vryves. 
He  knew  of  hem  mo  legendes  and  lyves 
Than  been  of  gode  wyves  in  the  Bible. 
For  trusteth  wel,  it  is  an  impossible 
That  any  clerk  wol  speke  good  of  wyv'es, 
But-if  it  be  of  holy  seintes  lyves,  6yo 

Ne  of  noon  other  womman  never  the  mo. 
Who  peyntede  the  leoun,  tel  me  who  ? 
By  god,  if  wommen  hadde  writen  stories, 
As  derives  han  Mith-inue  hir  oratories, 
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They  avoWo   lian   writen   of    men    more 

wikkednesse  <'05 

Thau  all  the  mark  of  Adam  may  redresse. 
The  children  of  Mercuric  and  of  Venus 
Been  in  hir  wirking  ful  contrarious  ; 
Mercurie  lovcth  wisdom  and  science, 
And  Venus  loveth  lyot  and  dispence.  700 
And,  for  hir  diverse  disposicioun, 
Ech  falleth  in  otheres  exaltacioun  ; 
And  thus,  god  woot !  Mercurie  is  desolat 
In  Pisces,  wher  Venus  is  exaltat ; 
And    Venus    falleth    ther    Mercurie     is 

reysed ;  705 

Therfore  no  -woniman  of  no  clerk  is  preysed. 
The  clerk,  whan  he  is  old,  and  may  noght 

do 
Of  Venus  werkes  worth  his  olde  she, 
Than  sit  he  doun,  and  writ  in  his  dotage 
That  ■wonimen  can  nat  kepe  hir  mariage  ! 

But  now  to  purpos,  why  I  tolde  thee 
That  I  was  beten  for  a  book,  pardee.     712 
Up-ou   a  night    Jankin,   that   was    our 

syre, 
Redde  on  his  book,  as  he  sat  by  the  fyre. 
Of  Eva  lirst,  that,  for  hir  wikkednesse. 
Was  al  mankinde  broght   to  wrecched- 

nesse,  716 

For  v.-hich  that  Jesu  Crist  him-self  was 

slayn. 

That  boghte  \i.s  with  his  hcrte-bloodagayn. 

Lo,  here  expres  of  womman  may  ye  finde, 

That  womman  was  the  los  of  al  mankinde. 

Tlio  redde  he  me  how  Sampson  loste 

liis  heres,  721 

Slepinge,  his  lemman  kitte  hem  with  hir 

sheres : 
Thurgh  whiche  tresoun   loste   he   bothe 

his  yiin. 
Tho  redde  he  me,  if  that  I  shal  nat  lyen, 
<Jt'  Hercules  and  of  his  Dianjrre,  725 

That  caused  him  to  sette  himself  a-fyre. 
No-thing  forgat  he  the  i^enaunce  and 

wo 
That  Socrates  had  with  hise  wyves  two  ; 
How  Xantippa  caste  pisse  up-on  his  heed  ; 
This  sely  man  sat  stille,  as  he  were  deed  ; 
He  ■wj'ped  his  heed,  namore  dorste  he  seyn 
But   '"er  that   thonder  stinte,  comth  a 

reyn."  732 

Of  Phasipha,    that    was   the  (juene  of 

Crete, 


For  shrewedncsse,  him  thoughto  the  tale 

swete ; 
Fy  !  spek  na-more — it  is  a  grisly  thing — 
Of  hir  horrible  lust  and  hir  lyking.       736 

Of  Clitemistra,  for  hir  lecherye. 
That  falsly  made  hir  honsbond  for  to  dye, 
He  redde  it  with  ful  good  devocioun. 

He  tolde  me  eek  for  what  occasioun    740 
Amphiorax  at  Thebes  loste  his  lyf ; 
Myn  honsbond  hadde  a  legende  of  his  wyf, 
Eriphilem,  that  for  an  oucho  of  goUl 
Hath  prively  un-to  the  Grekes  told 
\^1ier  that  hir  housbonde  hidde  him  in  a 

place,  745 

For  which  he  hadde  at  Thebes  s<jr3'  grace. 

Of  Lyma  tolde  he  me,  and  of  Lucye, 
They  bothe  made  hir  housbondes  for  to 

dye; 
That  oou  for  love,  that   other  was  for 

hate  ; 
Lyma  hir  huusbond,  on  an  even  late,    750 
Empoysoned  hath,  for  that  she  was  his  fo. 
Lncya,  likerous,  loved  hir  housbond  so. 
That,  for  he  sholde  alwey  up-on  hir  thinke. 
She  yat'  him  swich  a  maner  love-drinkc. 
That  he   was   deed,    cr  it  were   by   the 

morwe ;  755 

And  thus  algates  housbondes  han  sorwc. 
Than  tolde  he  nae,  how  <x)n  I^atiimius 
Compleyned  to  his  felawe  Arrius, 
That  in  his  gardin  growed  swich  a  tree, 
On  which,  he  seyde,  how  that  his  wyves 

three  760 

Hanged  hem-self  for  herte  despitous. 
"  O  leve  brother,"  quod  this  Arrius, 
'■  Yif  me  a  planto  of  thilke  blis.sed  tree. 
And  in  my  gardin  planted  shal  it  be  ! " 
Of  latter  date,  oi  wyves  hath  ho  i-ed, 
That  somme  han  .slayn  hir  housbondes  in 

hir  bed,  766 

And  lete  hir  lechoixr  dighte  hir  al   tlie 

night 
Whyl  that  the  coi-jis  lay  in  the  floor  up- 
right. 
And  sonmie  han  drive  nayles  in  hir  brayn 
Whyl  that  they  slepte,  and  thus  they  han 

hem  slayn.  770 

Somme   han   hem   jeve   poysoun   in   hir 

drinkc. 
He   spak   more   harm    than    herte   may 

bithinke. 
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And   ther-with-al,    be  knew  "f  mo  pro- 

verbes 
Than  in  tliis  Morlil  ther  growen  gras  or 

herbes. 
'•  Bet  is,"  quod  he,  '•  thyn  habitacioun  775 
Be  with  a  leoun  or  a  foul  dragoun. 
Than  witli  a  woniniuu  nsiiige  tor  to  chyde. 
Bet  is,"  qiiod  he,  •'  hye  in  the  roof  abyde 
Than  with   an   angrj'  wyf  doun  in  the 

hous; 
They  been  so  wikked  anil  eontnirious  ;  780 
They  haten  that  hir  huusbondes   loveth 

ay." 
Ho  seyde,    "  a  woninian  cast  hir  shame 

away, 
Wlian  she  cast  of  hir  smok  : "  and  forther- 

mo, 
■■  A  fail'  womnian,  but  she  be  chivast  also. 
Is  lyk  a  gold  ring  in'^a  sowes  nose."  785 
.  ^Vho  wolde  wenen,  or  who  wolde  suppose 
The  wo  that  in  myn  herte  was,  and  pyue  ? 
And  whan  I  saugh  he  wolde  never  fyne 
To  reden  on  this  cursed  book  al  night, 
Al  sodeynly  three  leves  have  I  plight  790 
Oitt  of  his  book,  right  as  he  radde,  and 

eke, 
I  with  my  fist  so  took  him  on  the  cheke, 
That  in  oiir  fyr  he  fil  bakward  adoun. 
And  he  up-stirte  as  dooth  a  wood  leoun, 
And  with  his  iist  he  smoot  me  on   the 

heed,  795 

That  in  the  floor  I  laj^  as  I  were  deed. 
And  when  he  saugh  how  stille  that  I  lay. 
He   was  agast,   and  wolde  han   fled  his 

way, 
Til  atte  laste  out  of  my  swogh  I  breyde : 
'•  O  I    hastow  slayn  nic,  false  theef  ? "    I 

seyde,  80a 

"  And  for  my  land  thus  hastow  mordred 

me? 
Er  I  be  deed,  j-et  wol  I  kisse  thee." 

And   neer  he   cam,  and   kneled  iiVire 

adoun, 
And  seyde,  "  dere  suster  Alisoun,  804 

As  help  me  god,  I  shal  thee  never  smyte  : 
That  I  have  d<x)n,  it  is  thy-self  to  wyte. 
Foryeve  it  me,  and  that  I  thee  biseke  " — 
And  yet  eft-sones  I  hitte  him  on  the  cheke. 
And   seyde,    "theef,   thus  muchel  am  I 

wreke ;  809 

Now  wol  I  dye,  I  may  no  lenger  speke." 


But  atte  laste,  with  muchel  care  and  wo, 
Wo  fillo  acorded,  by  its  selven  two. 
Ho  j-af  me  al  the  bi-j-del  in  myn  bond 
To  han  the  governance  of  hous  and  lond. 
And  of  his  tonge  and  of  his  hond  also,  815 
And   made   him   brenne  his  book   anon 

right  tho. 
And  wlian  tliat  I  liailde  goten  un-to  me. 
By  maistrie,  al  tho  soveraynetee. 
And  that  he  seyde,  "myn  owene  trewe 

wyf, 
Do  as  thee  lust  the  terme  of  al  thy  lyi', 
Keep  thj'n  honour,  antl   keeii  eek  myn 

estaat" —  821 

After  that  day  we  hadden  never  debaat. 
God  help  me  so,  I  was  to  hini  as  kinde 
As  any  wyf  from  Denmark  iiu-to  Inde, 
And  also  tfewe,  and  so  was  he  to  me.  8-'5 
I  prey  to  god  that  sit  in  magestee, 
So  blesse  his  sovile,  for  his  mercy  dere  ! 
Now  wol  I  sej'e  my  tale,  if  ye  wol  here.' 

Biholde  the  wordes  bitween  the 
Somonour  and  the  Frere. 

The  Frere  lough,  wlian  he  hadde  herd 

al  this, 
'  Now,  dame,'  quod  he,  '  so  h.ave  I  joye  or 

blis,  830 

This  is  a  long  preamble  of  a  tale  ! ' 
And  whan  the  Somnour  herdo  the  Frere 

gale, 
■  Lo  ! '  quod  the  Somnour,  '  goddes  armes 

two ! 
A  frere  wol  entremette  him  ever-mo. 
Lo,  gode  men,  a  flye  and  eek  a  frere     835 
Wol  falle  in  every  dish  and  eek  materc. 
What  spekestow  of  preambulacioun  ? 
WTiat  [  amble,  or  trotte,  or  jiees,  or  go 

sit  doun  ; 
Thou  lettost  otir  disport  in  tliis  manere.' 
■Ye,  woltow  so,  sir   Somnoui'?'    quod 

the  Frere,  840 

'  Now,  by  my  feith,  I  shal,  er  that  I  go, 
Telle  of  a  Somnour  swich  a  tale  or  two, 
That  alle  the  folk  shal  laughen  in  this 

place.' 
'  Now    elles,    Frere,    I    bishrewe    thy 

face,' 
Quod  this  Somnour,  '  and  I  bishrewe  me, 
But-if  I  telle  tales  two  or  three  846 
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Of  freres  er  I  come  to  Sidingborne, 
That  I  shal  make  tliyn  hcrte  for  to  morne ; 
For  wel  I  woot  thy  pacicnce  is  goon.' 

Our  Loste  cryde '  pees  !  and  thatanoon ! " 
And  seyde,   '  lat  the  ■womman  telle  hir 
tale.  «5i 

Ye  fare  as  folk  that  dronken  been  of  ale. 


Do,    dame,  tel  forth  your  tale,  and  that 
is  best.' 
'  Al  redy,  sir,'  qaod  she,  '  right  as  yow 
lest. 
If  I  have  licence  of  this  worthy  Frere.' 
'  Yis,  dame,'  quod  he,  '  tel  forth,  and 
I  wol  here.'  856 


Here  endeth  the  Wyf  of  Bathe  hir  Prologe. 


THE  TALE  OF  THE  WYF  OF  BATHE. 

Here  biginneth  the  Tale  of  the  Wyf  of  Bathe.         J  ^ '^  '    2  <>  J 


'i 


Ik  th'olde  dayes  of  the  king  Arthour, 
Of   which    that    Britons    speken    greet 

honour, 
Al  was  this  land  fulfild  of  fayerye.        859 
The  elf-queen,  with  hir  joly  companye, 
Dauuced  ful  ofte  in  many  a  grene  mede ; 
This  was  the  olde  opinion,  as  I  rede. 
I  si:>eke  of  manye  hundred  yeres  ago  ; 
But  now  can  no  man  see  none  elves  mo. 
For  now  the  grete  charitee  and  prayeres 
-^  Of  limitours  and  othcre  holy  freres,      (10) 
2.'^     That  serchen  every  lond  and  everj'  streem, 
As  tliikke  as  motes  in  the  sonnc-beem, 
Blessinge    halles,     chambres,    kichenes, 

boures, 
C;itee9,  burghes,  castels,  hye  toures,      870 
Thropes,  bernes,  shipnes,  dayeryes. 
This  maketh  that  ther  been  no  fayerj'es. 
For  ther  as  wont  to  walken  was  an  elf, 
Ther  walketli    now  the    limitonr    him- 
self 
In  tindermeles  and  in  morweninges,     875 
And  sej'th  his  matins  and  his  holy  thinges 
As  he  goth  in  his  limitacionn.  (21) 

Wommen  may  go  saiifly  up  and  dotm. 
In  everj'  bush,  or  under  every  tree  ; 
Ther  is  noon  other  incubus  butjie,  _     880 
And  he  ne  wol  doon  hemdjuycUshonour. 
And  so  bifel  it,  that  this  king  Arthour 
Hadde  in  his  hous  a  lusty  bacheler, 


That  on  a  day  cam  rydinge  fro  river ; 
And    happed   that,    allone   as    she    was 

born,  (29)  885 

He  saugli  a  mayde  walkinge  him  biforn, 
Of  whiche  mayde  anon,  maugree  hir  heed, 
By  verray  force  he  rafte  hir  maydenheed  ; 
For  which  oppressioun  was  swich  clamour 
And  swich  pursnte  un-to  the  king  Ar- 
thour, 890 
That  dampned  was  this  knight  for  to  be 

deed 
Bj'  cours  of  lawc,  and  sholde  han  lost  his 

heed 
Paraventure,  swich  was  the  statut  tho  ; 
But  that  the  quene  and  othere  ladies  mo 
So  longe  preyeden  tho  king  of  grace,    895 
Til  he  his  lyf  him  graunted  in  the  place, 
And  yaf  him   to   the    queno  al    at    hir 

wiUe,  <A') 

To  chcse,  whether  sho  wolde  him  save  or 

spillc. 
The  quene  thankoth  the  king  with  al 

hir  might,  899 

And  after  this  thus  spak  she  to  the  knight. 
Whan  that  she  saugh  hir  tymo,  up-on  a 

day: 
'  Thou  standest  yet,'  quod  she,  '  in  swich 

array, 
That  of  thy  lyf  yet  hastow  no  suretee. 
I  grautc  thcc  lyf,  if  thou  canst  tellen  m& 
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What  thing  is   it   that  wommcn   most 

desyren  V  <)05 

Be  war,  and  keep  thy  nekke-boou  from 

yren.  (50,1 

And  if  thou  canst  nnt  tellen  it  anon. 
Yet  wol  I  yeve  thoo  leve  for  to  g;on 
A  twelf-mouth  and  a  day,  to  seche  and 

lere 
An  answere  suffisant  in  this  matere.     910 
And  siu'ctee  wol  I  han,  er  that  thou  pace, 
Thy  body  for  to  yelden  in  this  place.' 
Wo  was  this  knight  and  sorwefuUj-  he 

syketh  ; 
But  what :  he  may  nat  do  al  as  him  lyketh. 
And  at  the  laste,   he  chees  him  for  to 

■wende,  915 

And  come  agayn,  right  at  the  yeres  ende, 
With  swich  answere  as  god  wolde  him 

imrveye ;  (61) 

And  taketh  his  leve,  and  wendeth  forth 

his  weye. 
He  soketh  every  hous  and  every  place, 
Wher-as  he  hopetli  for  to  finde  grace,  920 
To  lerue,    what    thing    wommen    loven 

most ; 
But  he  ne  coude  arrj-veu  in  no  cost, 
Wher-as  he  mighte  fiude  in  this  matere 
Two  creatures  accordinge  in-fere. 

Soranie    seyde,    wommen    loven    best 

richesse,  925 

Somme  seyde,  honour,  somme  seyde,  joly- 

nesse ;  (70) 

Somme,  riche  array,  somme  seyden,  lust 

abedde. 
And  ofte  tyme  to  l)e  widwe  and  wedde. 
Somme   seyde,    that    our   hertes  been 

most  esed, 
Whan  tliat  we   been  y-flatereil   and  y- 

plesed.  930 

He  gooth  fill  ny  the  sothe,  I  wol  nat  lye  ; 
A  man  shal  winue  its  best  with  tlaterye  : 
And  with  attendance,  and  with  bisinesse, 
Been  we  y-lymed,  bothe  more  and  lesse. 
And  somme  seyn,  how  that  we  loven 

best  0(5 

For  to  be  free,  and  do  right  as  us  lest, '.  80) 
And  that  no  man  repreve  us  of  our  %yce. 
But  seye  that  we  be  wyse,  and  no-thing 

nyce. 
For  trewely,  thcr  is  noon  of  us  alle,      939 
If  any  wight  wol  clawe  uj  on  the  yfuUe, 


That  we  nil  kike,  for  ho  seith  us  sooth  ; 
Assay,  and  he  shal  findo  it  that  so  dooth. 
Fi>r  be  we  never  so  vicious  with-inne, 
We  wol  been  holdeu  wyse,  and  clene  of 

sinne. 
And  somme  seyn,  that  greet  delyt  han 

we  (89;  945 

For  to  ben  holden  stable  and  eek  secree, 
And  in  o  purpos  stedefastly  to  dwelle, 
And  nat  biwreye  thing  that  men  us  telle. 
But  that  tale  is  nat  worth  a  rake-stele  : 
Pardee,  we  wommen  conne  no-thing  hele  ; 
Witnesse  on  Myda  ;  wol  ye  here  the  tale  ? 
0\yde,  amonges  othcre  thinges  smale, 
j  Seyde,  Myda  hadde,  under  his  longe  heres, 

Growinge  iip-on  his  heed  two  asses  ercs, 
I  The  wliiche  vyce  he   hidde,  as  ho   best 
I  miglito.  955 

I  Fill  subtillj-  from  every  maiincs  sighte. 
That,  save  his  wyf,  ther  wiste  of  it  na- 

mo.  (loi) 

He  loved  hir  most,  and  trusted  hir  also ; 
He  preyede  hir,  that  to  no  creature 
She  sholde  tellen  of  his  disfigure.  9611 

She  swoor  him  '  nay,  for  al  this  world 

to  winne. 
She  nolde  do  that  vileinye  or  sinne, 
To  make  hir  housbond  han  so  foul  a  name ; 
She  nolde  nat  telle  it  for  hir  owene  shame.' 
But  nathelees,  hir  thoughte  that  she  dyde, 
That  she  so  longe  sholde  a  conseil  hyde  ; 
Hir  tlioughte  it  swal  so  sore  aboute  hir 

herte,  (in) 

That  nedely  som  word  hir  moste  asterte  ; 
And  sith  she  dorste  telle  it  to  no  man, 
Doiin  to  a  mareys  faste  by  she  ran  ;      970 
Til  she  came  there,  hir  herte  was  a-fyre, 
And,  as  a  bitore  bombleth  in  the  myre. 
She  leyde  hir  mouth  un-to  the  water  doun : 
•  Biwreye  me  nat,  thou  water,  with  thy 

soiin.'  (118;  974 

Quod  she,  '  to  thee  I  telle  it,  and  nanm  ; 
Myn  housbond  hath  longe  asses  eres  two  I 
Now  is  myn  herte  all  hool,  now  is  it  oute ; 
I  mighte  no  lenger  kepe  it,  out  of  doiite.' 
Heer  may  ye  se,  thogh  we  a  tyme  abyde, 
Yet  out  it  moot,  we  can  no  conseil  hyde ; 
The  remenant  of  the  tale  if  ye  w-ol  here, 
Kedeth  O^'Adc,  and  ther  ye  may  it  lere. 
This  knight,  of  which  my  tale  is  spe- 
cially, 983 
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Whan  tliat  he  saugli  he  mighte  nat  come 

therby, 
This  is  to  seye,  what  wonuneu  loven  nioost, 
With-imio  his  brest  ful  sorweful  was  the 

goost;  (130)  986 

But    hoom    he    gooth,    he    mighte    nat 

sojourne. 
The  ".lay  was  come,  that  hoomward  moste 

he  tourue, 
And  in  his  wey  it  happed  him  to  ryde, 
In  al  this  care,  under  a  forest-syde,      990 
Wher-as  ho  saugh  u^von  a  daunce  go 
Of  ladies  foure  and  twenty,  and  yet  mo  ; 
Toward  the  whiche  daunce  he  drow  ful 

yerne, 
In  hope  that  som  wisdom  sholde  he  leme. 
But  certeinly,  er  ho  came  fully  there,  995 
Vanisshed  was  this  daunce,  he  niste  where. 
No  creature  saugh  he  that  bar  Ij-f,  (141) 
Save  on  the  greue  he  saugh  sittinge  a  wyf ; 
A  fouler  wight  ther  may  no  man  devyse. 
Agayn  the  knight  this  olde  wyf  gan  ryse, 
And  seyde,  '  sir  knight,  heer-forth  ne  lyth 

no  wej".  looi 

Tel  me,  what  that  ye  seken,  by  your  fey  ? 
Paraventure  it  may  the  bettre  be  ; 
Thise  olde  folk  caia  muchel  thing,'  quod 

she. 
'  My  leve   mooder,'   quod  this   knight 

certeyn,  kxj5 

*  I  nam  but  deed,  but-if  that  I  can  seyn 
What   tiling  it   is  that   wommen   naost 

desyre;  (151) 

Coude  ye  mc  wisse,  I  wolde  wel  quyte 

your  hyre.' 
'  Plight  me  tliy  trouthe,  hecr  in  myn 

hand,'  quod  she, 
'  The  nexte  thing  tliat  I  requere  thee,  1010 
Thou  shalt  it  do,  if  it  lye  in  thy  might ; 
And  I  wol  telle  it  j'ow  er  it  be  night.' 
'  Have  hoer  my  trouthe,'  quod  the  knight, 

'  I  giante.' 
'  Thanne,'   quod   she,    '  I   dar   nie    ^^■el 

avante,  1014 

Thy  lyf  is  sauf,  for  I  wol  stonde  therby, 
Up-ou  my  lyf,  the  queen  wol  soj'c  as  I. 
Lat  see  which  is  the  proudeste  of  hem 

alle,  (161) 

That  wereth  on  a  coverchief  or  a  calle, 
That  dar  seye  nay,   of  that  I  shal  thee 

tecLe  i 


Lat  us  go  forth  with-outen  longer  speche.' 
Tho  rouned  she  a  pistol  in  liis  ere,  loji 
And  bad  him  to  be  glad,   and  have  no 

fere. 
Whan  they  be  comen  to  the  court,  this 

kniglit 
Seyde,    '  he   had  holde    his    day,   as  he 

haddc  hight. 
And  redy  was  his  answere,'  as  he  sayde. 
Ful    many  a  noble  wyf,   and    many   a 

maj'de,  (i/o)  io.'6 

And -many  a  widwe,  for  that   they  ben 

wyse, 
Tlie  quene  hir-self  sittinge  as  a  justyse. 
Assembled  been,  his  answere  for  to  hero  ; 
And   afterward    this    knight    was    bodg 

appere.  10,30 

To  every  wight  comanded  was  silence, 
And  that    the    kniglit    sholde    telle    in 

audience. 
What  thing  that  worldly  wommen  loven 

best. 
This  knight  ne  stood  nat  stille  as  doth 

a  best. 
But  to  his  questioun  anon  answerde   1035 
With  manly  voys,  that  al  the  court  it 

horde :  (180) 

'  My  lige  lady,  generally,'  quod  he, 
'  Wommen  desyren  to  have  soverej'ntce 
As  wol  over  hir  housbond  as  hir  lo\'e. 
And  for  to  been  in  maistrie  him  above  ; 
This  is  3'our  moste  desyr,  thogh  ye  me 

kille,  1041 

Doth  as  yow  list,  I  am  lieer  at  your  willo.' 

In  al  the  court  ne  was  ther  wyf  ne 

mayde, 
Ne  widwe,  that  contraried  that  ho  sayde, 
But    seyden,    '  he   was   worthy   han    his 

lyf  IU45 

And  with  that  word  up  stirte  the  olde 

wyf,  (190) 

Wliich  that  tho  knight  saugh  sittinge  in 

the  grene : 
'Mercy,'   quod  she,    'my  soveroyn   lady 

queue ! 
Er  that  your  court  departe,  do  me  I'ight. 
I  taughto  this  answere  un-to  the  knight ; 
For  which  ho   plighte  me   his    trouthe 

there,  1051 

Tho  firste  thing  I  wolde  of  hun  requere, 
I  He  wolde  it  do,  if  it  lay  in  his  might. 
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Bifore  the  court  than  preye  I  thee,  sir 

knight,' 
(^iiod  she,  'that  thou  mo  take  uii-to  thy 

"^vyf ;  1055 

For  wel  thou  wost  that  I  have  kept  thy 

]yf.  (200) 

If  I  sey  fals,  sey  nay,  up-on  thy  fey  ! ' 
This    knight    answerde,    '  alias !     and 

weylawey ! 
I   woot  right   wel   that    swich   was    my 

biheste.  1059 

For  goddes  love,  as  chees  a  newe  requeste ; 
Tak  al  my  good,  and  lat  my  body  go.' 
'  Nay   than,'   quod  she,  '  I  shrewe  tis 

bothe  two ! 
For  thogh  that  I  bo  foul,  and  old,  and 

pore, 
I  uolde  for  al  the  metal,  ne  for  ore. 
That  under  erthe  is  grave,  or  lyth  above, 
But-if  thy   wj'f  I    were,    and    eek    thy 

love.'  (210)  1066 

'  My  love  ? '  quod  he  ;  '  nay,  my  damj)- 

nocioun  ! 
Alias  !  that  any  of  my  nacioun 
Sholde  ever  so  foulo  disparaged  bo  ! ' 
But  al  for  noght,  the  ende  is  this,  that  he 
Constreyned    was,   he    uedes    moste    hir 

wedde ;  1071 

An*  taketh  his  olde  y'^-yt,  and  gooth   to 

bedde. 
Now  wolden  som  men  seye,  paraventure, 
That,  for  my  necligcnce,  I  do  no  cure 
To  tcllen  yow  the  joye  and  al  th'array 
That  at  the  feste  was  that  ilke  day.    (220) 
To  which  e  thing  shox-tly  answere  I  shal ; 
I  se^'C,  thcr  nas  no  joye  ne  feste  at  al, 
Ther  nas  but  hevinesse  and  muche  sorwe ; 
Vor  prively  he  wedded  hir  on  a  morwe. 
And  al  day  after  hidde  him  as  an  oule  ;• 
So  wo  was  liim,.  his  wyf  looked  so  foule. 
Greet  was  the  wo  the  knight  hadde  in 

his  thoght. 
Whan  he  was  with  his  wyf  a-bedde  y- 

broght ;  1084 

He  walweth,  and  he  tumeth  to  and  fro. 
His  olde  wj-f  lay  smylinge  evermo,      (230) 
And  seyde,  '  o  dere  housboud,  ben'cite  ! 
Fareth  every  knight  thus  with  his  wyf 

as  ye  ? 
Is  this  the  lawo  of  king  Arthmes  hous  ? 
Is  every  Juxight  of  his  so  dangerous  ?  1090 


I  am  your  owcno  love  and  eok  your  wyf; 
I  am  she,  which  that  saved  hath  your  lyf ; 
And  certes,  yet  dide  I  yow  never  unright ; 
Why  fare  ye  thus  with  me  this  iirste  night;-* 
Ye  faren  lyk  a  man  had  lost  his  wit ;  1095 
What  is  my  gilt?    for    godd's   love,  tel 

mo  it,  (240) 

And  it  shal  been  amemlcd,  if  I  may.' 
'  Amended  ?  '  quod  this  knight,  '  alias  ! 

nay,  nay ! 
It  wol  nat  been  amended  never  mo ! 
Thou  art  so  loothly,  and  so  old  also,    iiwj 
And  ther-to  comen  of  so  lowe  a  kinde. 
That  litel  wonder  is,  thogh  I  walwe  and 

winde. 
So  wolde  god  myia  herte  wolde  breste  !  ' 
'  Is  this,'  quod  she,  '  the  cause  of  your 

unreste?'  1104 

'  Ye,  certainly,'  qitod  he, '  no  wonder  is.' 
'  Now,  sire,'  quod  she,  '  I  coude  amende 

al  this,  (250) 

If  that  me  liste,  er  it  were  dayes  three, 
So  wel  ye  mighte  here  yow  uu-to  me. 

But  for  ye  speken  of  swich  gentillesso 
As  is  descended  out  of  old  richesse,      1 1 10 
That  therfore  sholden  ye  be  gentil  men, 
Swich  arrogance  is  nat  worth  an  hen. 
Loke  who  that  is  most  vertuous  alway, 
Privee  and  apert,  and  most  entendeth  ay 
To  do  the  gentil  dedes  that  he  can,      11 15 
And    tak    him    for   the    grettest    gentil 

man,  (260) 

Crist  wol,  we  claymc  of  him  our  gentil- 

lesse, 
Nat  of  oiu-  eldres  for  hir  old  richesse. 
For  thogh  they  yeve  us  al  hir  heritage. 
For  which  we  clajme  to  been  of  heigh 

parage,  u-o 

Yet  may  they  nat  biqucthe,  for  no-thing. 
To  noon  of  us  hir  vertuous  living. 
That  matle  hem  gentil  men  y-caUed  be  ; 
And  bad  us  folwen  hem  in  swich  degree. 

Wel  can  the  wj-se  poete  of  Florence, 
That  hightc  Dant,  speken  in  this  sentence  ; 
Lo  in  swich  maner  rym  is  Dantes  talc  : 
"Ful  seldc  up   rj'seth   by  his   branches 

smalo  (-7-;  n-S 

Prowesse  of  man ;  for  god,  of  his  goo<.l- 

nesse, 
Wol  that  of  him  we  clayme  our  gentil- 

lesse;"  ii.?o 
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For    of    oiu-    eUlies    may    -we    no-thing 
clayme  i'^' 

But  temporel  thing,  that  man  may  hurte 
and  niaj-nic. 
Eck  every  wight  wot  this  as  wel  as  I, 
If  gentillesse  were  phmted  naturelly 
Un-to  a  certeyu  linage,  doun  the  lyne. 
P^i^•ee  ne  apart,  than  wokle  they  never 
fyne  (280)  1136 

To  doon  of  gentillesse  the  faire  offyc-o  ; 
They  mighte  do  no  vileinye  or  vyce. 

Tak  fyr,  and  ber  it  in  the  derkeste  hous 
Bitwix  this  and  the  motint  of  Caucasus, 
And  lat  men   shette  the   dores   and   go 
thcnne ;  ii-Ji 

Yet  wol  the  fyr  as  faire  lye  and  brenne, 
As  twenty  thousand  men  mighte  it  hiholde ; 
His  office  naturel  ay  wol  it  holde. 
Up  peril  of  my  Ij-f,  til  that  it  dye.         1145 
Heer  may  ye  see  wel,  how  that  genterye 
Is  nat  annexed  to  possessioun,   _  (291) 

Sith  folk  ne  doon  hir  operacioun 
Alwey,  as  dooth  the  fyr,  lo  !  in  his  kinde. 
For,  god  it  wo<:)t,  men  may  wel  often  finde 
A  lordes  sone  do  shame  and  %-ileinye  ;  1151 
And  he  that  wol  han  prys  of  his  gentrye 
For  he  was  boren  of  a  gentil  hous. 
And  hadde  hise  eldres  noble  and  vertuous. 
And  nil  him-selven  do  no  genlil  dedis,  1 155 
Ne  folwe  his  gentil  auncestre  that  deed  is. 
He  nis  nat  gentil,  be  he  duk  or  erl ;    (301) 
For  ^■ileJ•ns  sinful  dedes  make  a  cherl. 
For  gentillesse  nis  but  renomee  1159 

Of  thyne  auncestros,  for  hir  heigh  bountee. 
Which  is  a  strange  thing  to  thy  persone. 
'   Thy  gentillesse  cometh  fro  god  allone  ; 
Than  comth  our  verray  gentillesse  of  grace, 
It  was  no-thing  biquethe  us  with  our  jjlace. 
Thenketh  how  noble,  as  seith  Valeritis, 
Was  thilke  Tullius  Hostilius,      (310)  1166 
That  out  of  jiovert  roos  to  heigh  noblesse. 
Hedeth  Senek,  and  redeth  eek  Boece, 
Ther  shul  ye  seen  expres  that  it  no  drede  is. 
That  he  is  gentil  that  doth  gentil  dedis  ; 
And  therfore,  leve  housbond,  I  thus  con- 
clude, 1171 
Al  were  it  that  myne  auncestres  were  rude. 
Yet  may  the  hye  god,  and  so  liope  I, 
ttrante  me  grace  to  liven  vertuously.  1174 
Thanne  am  I  gentil,  whan  that  I  biginna 
To li\en  vertuouslj-  and  wej'S'e  sinne.  (3J0) 


oon   of  thise 


And  ther-as  ye  of  povert  me  repre^e, 
The  hye  god,  on  whom  that  we  bilove. 
In  wilful  povert  chees  to  live  his  lyf.  1 1 79 
And  certes  every  man,  mayden,  or  w>-f, 
May  undcrstonde  that  Jesus,  heveue  king, 
Xe  wolde  nat  chese  a  vicious  living. 
Glad  povert  is  an  honest  thing,  certeyn  : 
This  wol  Senek  and  othere  clerkes  seyn. 
\\'lio-so  that  halt  him  payd  of  his  poveit;-, 
I  holde  him  riche,  al  hadde  he   nat  a 
sherte.  (330)  1 18() 

He  that  covejiieth  is  a  povre  wight. 
For  he  wolde  han  that  is  nat  in  his  might. 
I  But  ho  that  noght  hath,  ne  coveyteth  havt-. 
Is  riche,  al-though  ye  holde  him  but  a 
knave.  mw 

Verray  povert,  it  singeth  proprely ; 
I  .Juvenal  seith  of  povert  merily  : 
I   "The  povre  man,  whan  he  goth  l)\-  the 
weye, 
Biforo  the  theves  he  may  singe  antl  jdeye." 
Povert  is  hateful  good,  and,  as  I  gesse,  1 195 
A  fill  greet  bringer  out  of  bisinesse  ;  (3401      ^ 
A  greet  amender  eek  of  sapience 
To  him  that  taketh  it  in  paciencc. 
Povert  is  this,  al-though  it  seme  elenge  : 
Possessioun,  that  no  wight  wol  chalenge. 
Povert  fill  ofte,  whan  a  rami  is  lowe,  uui 
Maketli  his  god  and  eek  him-self  to  knowe. 
Povert  a  spectacle  is,  as  thinketh  me, 
Thurgh  which  he  may  his  -verraj-  frendcs 

see. 
And  therfore,  sire,  sin  that  I  noght  yow 
1  grcve,  1205 

1  Of  my  povert  na-more  ye  me  repreve.  (350) 
Now,  sire,  of  elde  ye  repreve  me  ; 
And  certes,  sire,  thogh  noon  auctoriteo 
Were  in  no  book,  ye  gentils  of  honour 
Seyn  that  men  sholde  an  old  wight  doou 
favour,  1210 

And  clepe  him  fader,  for  your  gentillesse  ; 
And  auctours  shal  I  linden,  as  I  gesse. 

Now  ther  ye  seye,  that  I  am  foul  and  oUi, 
Than  drede  you  noght  to  been  a  cokewold  ; 
For  filthe  and  elde,  al-so  mote  I  thee,  1215 
Been  grcte  wardeyns  up-on  chastitee.  (360) 
But  nathelees,  sin  I  knowe  your  delyt, 
I  shal  fulfille  .vour  worldly  aiipetyt. 
Chocs   now,'  quod  she, 
thingcs  tweye, 
To  han  me  foul  and  old  til  that  I  deye, 


I 
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And  be  to  yow  a  trcwo  ImniMe  wyt". 
Anil  never  yow  tlisplese  in  al  my  lyf, 
Or  elles  ye  wol  han  me  yong  and  fair, 
And  take  yonraventurc  of  the  repair  i2i+ 
That  shal  >)o  to  jour  hons,  by-canse  of  me. 
Or  in  som  other  place,  may  wcl  be.     (370) 
Now  clioes  your-selven,  whether  that  yow 

lyketh.' 
This    knight    avyseth    liiin    and    sore 

syketh, 
But  atto  lasto  he  seydc  in  this  nianere, 
■  My  lady  and  my  love,  and  wyf  so  dere, 
I  pnt  me  in  yonr  ■wyse  governance  ;     1J31 
Cheseth  your-self,   which   may  be   most 

plesance, 
And  most  hononr  to  yow  and  me  also. 
I  do  no  fors  the  whether  of  the  two  ; 
For  as  yow  lyketh,  it  snffiseth  me."       1^35 

•  Thanne  have  I  gete  of  yow  maistrye,' 

<luod  she,  (380) 

'  Sin  I  may  chese,  andgoveme  as  me  lest?' 
'  Ye,  certes,  wj-f,'  quod  he,  '  I  holde  it 
best.' 

•  Kis  me,'  quod  she,  '  we  be  no  lenger 

wrothe ;  1J39 

For,  by  my  trouthe,  I  wol  be  to  yow  botlie. 
This  is  to  seyn.^e,  bothe  fair  and  good. 
I  prey  to  god  that  I  mot  sterven  wood, 


Bnt  I  to  yow  be  nl-so  good  and  trewe 
As  ever  was  wyf,  sin  that  the  world  was 

newe. 
.\nd,  but  I  be  tomorn  as  fair  to  sene  1245 
As  any  lady,  emporyco,  or  qnene.        (.390) 
That  is  bitwixe  the  est  and  eke  tlie  west, 
Doth  with  my  lyf  and  deeth  right  as  5"ow 

lest. 
Cast  np  the  cnrtin,  loke  liow  that  it  is.' 
And  whan  the  knight  saiigh  vorraily  al 

this,  1250 

Tliat  she  so  fair  was,  and  so  yong  ther-to, 
For  joye  he  hente  hir  in  his  armes  two, 
His  herte  bathed  in  a  bath  of  blisse  ; 
A   thousand    tyme    a-rewe    he   gan    hir 

kisse. 
And  she  obeyed  him  in  every  thing     1J55 
That  mighte  doon  him  plesance  or  lyking. 
And  thus   they  live,  un-to   hir  lyves 

ende,  (401) 

In  parfit  joye  ;  and  -Jesn  Crist  us  sendc 
Housbondes  meke.  yonge,  and  fresshe  a- 

bedde,  1259 

And  grace  t'overbyde  hem  that  we  wedde. 
And  eek  I  preye  Jesu  shortc  hir  lyves 
That  wol  nat  be  governed  by  hir  wyves  ; 
And  olde  and  angry  nigardes  of  dispence, 
God  sende  hem  sone  verray  pestilence. 


Here  endeth  the  Wyves  Tale  of  Bathe. 


THE    FRIAR'S   PROLOGUE. 


The  Prologe  of  the  Freres  tale. 


This  worthy  limitour,  this  noble  Frere,  1265 
He  made  alwey  a  maner  louring  chere 
Upon  the  Somnour,  but  for  honestee 
No  viloj-ns  word  as  yet  to  hini  spak  he. 
But  atte  laste  he  seyde  un-to  the  Wj^, 
•  Dame,'  quod   he,    '  god  yeve  yow  right 
good  lyf!  12-0 

Ye  han  heer  touched,  al-so  mote  I  thee, 
In  scole-matere  greet  diflicultee  ; 


Ye  han  seyd  nmchel  thing  right  wel,  I 
seye ;  (9) 

But  damp,  here  as  we  ryden  by  the  weye, 
Us  nedeth  nat  to  speken  but  of  game,  12-5 
And  letc  auctoritees,  on  goddes  name. 
To  preching  and  to  scole  eek  of  clergj-e. 
But  if  it  lyke  to  this  companye, 
I  wol  yow  of  a  somnonr  telle  a  game.  1279 
Pardee,  ye  may  wel  knowe  by  the  name, 
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Tliat   of    a    somnoitr    may   no    good    be 

sayd  ; 
T  praye  that  noon  of  yoiT  ho  yvcl  apayd. 
A  somnoiir  is  a  renner  r.p  and.  donn 
Witli  mandements  for  fornicacionn,     (20) 
And  is  y-hot  at  every  tonnes  ende.'      1285 
Our  host  tho  spak,  '  a !  sire,  ye  sholde 

he  hende 
And  curteys,  as  a  man  of  your  estaat ; 
In  companj-e  we  wol  have  no  de"baat. 
Telleth  vo\ir  tale,  and  lat  the  Somnonr 

be.'" 


'  Nay,'    quod   the    Somnour,    '  hit  him 
seyc  to  mo  1 290 

What  so  him  list ;  whan  itcomth  to  my  lot, 
By  grod,  I  shal  him  quyton  every  grot. 
I  shal  him  tellen  which  a  greet  honour  (29) 
It  is  to  bo  a  flatcrinpfe  limitonr  ;     [T.  6876 
And  his  ofFj'ce  I  shal  him  telle,  y-wis.' 

[T.  6870 
Our  host  answerde,  'pees,  na-more  of 
this.'  i29(» 

And  after  this  he  seydo  un-to  the  Frere, 
'  Tel  forth  your  tale,  leve  maister  deere.' 


Here  endeth  the  Prologe  of  the  Frere. 


THE    FRERES    TALE. 


Here  biginneth  the  Freres  tale. 


Whilom  ther  was  dwellinge  in  my  contree 

An  crchedeken,  a  man  of  heigh  degree, 

That  boldely  dide  execucioun  1301 

In  punisshinge  of  fornicacionn. 

Of  wicchecraft,  and  eck  of  liauderye. 

Of  diffamacioun,  and  avoutrye, 

Of  chirche-roves,  and  of  testaments,    1305 

Of  contractes,  and  of  lakke  of  sacraments. 

And  eok  of  many  another  maner  cryme 

[T.  om. 
Wliieh  nedeth  nat  rehercen  at  this  tyme  ; 

[T.  07)1. 
Of  usure,  and  of  symonye  also.  (11) 

But  cortcs,  lechours  dide  he  grettest  wo; 
They  shoLle   singcn,   if  that    they  were 

lient;  1311 

And  smale  t^-theres  weren  foulo  y-shent. 
If  any  persone  ■woldc  up-on  liem  pleyne, 
Ther   miglite   asterte    him    no    pecunial 

peyne. 
For  smale  tythes  and  for  smal  offringe  13 15 
Ho  made  the  peple  pitously  to  singe. 
For  er  the  bisshop  caughte  hem  with  his 

hook. 


They  weren  in  the  erchedeknes  book.  (20) 
Thanne  hadde  he,   tliurgh  his  jurisdic- 

ciouii, 
Power  to  doon  on  hem  correccioun.     1320 
He  hadde  a  Somnour  redy  to  his  honci, 
A  slj^er  hoy  was  noon  in  Engelond  ; 
For  subtilly  ho  hadde  his  cspiaille, 
Tliat  tanghte  him,  wher  that  him  mighte 

availle.  1324 

He  coude  spare  of  lechours  oon  or  two. 
To  techen  him  to  fours  and  twenty  mo. 
For  thogh  this  Somnour  wood  were  as  an 

hare. 
To  telle  his  harlotrye  I  wol  nat  spare  ;  (30) 
For  we  been  out  of  his  correccioun  ; 
They  ban  of  us  no  jurisdiccioun,  1330 

Ne  never  sliullen,  terme  of  alle  hir  lyves, 
'  Peter !    so  been  the  wommen  of  tho 

stj'ves,' 
Quod  the  Somnour,  'y-put  out  of  my  cure ! ' 
'  Pees,  with  mischance  and  with  mis- 

aventure,' 
Thus  seyde  our  host,  '  and  lat  him  telle 

his  tale.  1335 
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Now  tellc.tli  forth,  thogh  that  the  Som- 

noiir  galo, 
Ne  spareth  nat,  myn  owene  maisler  clere.' 
This  false  theef,   this   Somnour,   quod 
tiio  Fif^To,  (40) 

Hiultlo  alwoy  baudes  redy  to  his  hond, 
As  any  liauk  to  Ivire  iu  Engelond,       1340 
That  toUlc  him  al  tho  secree  that  thej' 

knewe  ; 
For  hir  acqneyntanco  was  nat  come  of- 

11  ewe. 
They  weren  hiso  approwours  prively  ,• 
He  took  him-self  a  greet  profit  thcrby  ; 
His  maister  knew  nat  alwey  what  he  wan. 
With-outen  mandement,  a'lewed  man  1346 
He  coude  somnc,  on  peyne  of  Cristes  curs, 
And  they  were   gladde   for  to    fille  his 
purs,  (50) 

And  make  him  grete  festes  atte  nale. 
And  right  as  Judas  hadde  purses  smale. 
And  was  a  theef,  right  swieh  a  theef  was 
he ;  1351 

His  maister  hadde  but  half  his  duetee. 
He  was,  if  I  shal  j-eveu  him.  his  laiide, 
A  theef,  and  eek  a  Somnoiir,  and  a  baude. 
Ho  hadde  eck  wenches  at  his  reteniie,  1355 
That,  whether  that  sir  Eobert  or  sir  Huwe, 
Or  Jakke,  or  Rauf,  or  who-so  that  it  were, 
That  lay  bj'  hem,  they  tolde  it  in  his  ere; 
Thus  was  the  wenche  and  he  of  oon  as- 
sent. (61) 
And  he  wolde  fecche  a  feyned  mande- 
ment,                                                    1360 
And  somno  hem  to  the  chapitre  bothe  two. 
And  pile  the  man,  and  lete  the  wenche  go. 
Thanne  wolde  he  seye,  '  frend,  I  shal  for 
thy  sake                                                1363 
Do  stryken  hir  out  of  oiir  lettros  blake ; 
Thee  thar  na-more  as  in  this  cas  travaille  ; 
I  am  thy  freend,  ther  I  thee  may  availle.' 
Certeyn  he  knew  of  bryberj-es  mo 
Than  possible  is  to  telle  in  yeres  two.  (70) 
For  in  this  world  nis  dogge  for  the  bowe, 
That   can   an   hurt   deer  from   an    hool 
y-knowe,  1370 
Bet  than  this  Somnour  knew  a  slj-  lechour, 
Or  an  avouter,  or  a  paramour. 
And,  for  that  was  the  friiit  of  al  his  rente, 
Therfofe  on  it  ho  sette  al  his  entente. 

And  so  bifel,  that  ones  on  a  day       1375 
This  Somnour,  ever  waiting  on  his  pray. 


Rood  for  to  somne  a  widwe,  an  old  riljybe, 
Feyningc  a  cause,  for  he  wolde  brybe.  (80) 
And  happed  that  he  saugh  Vjiforc  him  ryde 
A  gay  yeman,  under  <a  forest-syde.  1380 
A  bowe  he  bar,  and  arwes  brighte  and 

kene ; 
He  hadde  up-on  a  courtepy  of  grenc  ; 
An  hat  up-on  his  heed  with  frengcs  blake, 
'  Sir,'  quod  this  Somnour,  '  hayl !  and 
wel  a-take  ! ' 
'  Wel-comc,'  quod   he,    '  and   every   good 
felawe !  '  138S 

■Whcr  rydestow  under  this  grene  shawe  ?  ' 
Soyde  this  yeman,  '  wiltow  fer  to  day  ? ' 
This  Somnour  him  answerde,  and  seyde, 
'  nay ;  (90) 

Heer  faste  by,'  quod  he,  'is  myn  entente 
To  rj-den,  for  to  reysen  up  a  rente  139a 
That  longeth  to  my  lordes  dviiitce.' 

'  Artow  thanne  a  bailly  ? '    '  Ye  ! '  qxiod 
he. 
He  dorste  nat,  for  vei-ray  filthe  and  shame, 
Seye   that   he  was   a   somnour,    for   the 
name. 
^  Dcpardieux,'  quod  this  j'cman,   '  dcre 
brother,  13  95 

Thou  art  a  bailly,  and  I  am  another. 
I  am  unknowen  as  in  this  contree  ;      (99) 
Of  thyn  aqiiej'ntance  I  wolde  praye  thee, 
And  eek  of  brotherhede,  if  that  j-ow  leste, 
I  have  gold  and  silver  in  my  cheste  ;  1400 
If  that  thee  happe  to  comen  in  our  shyre, 
Al  shal  be  thyn,  right  as  thou  wolt  desyre.' 
'  Grantmercy,'  quod  this  Somnour,  '  by 
my  feith ! ' 
Everich  in  otheres  hand  his  troiithe  leith, 
For  to  be  sworne  bretliorcn  til  they  deye. 
In  daliance  they  rj'dcn  forth  hir  wej-e.  1406 
This  Somnour,  which  that  was  as  ful 
of  jangles, 
As  ful  of  venim  been  thise  wariangles,  (no) 
And  eVer  enquering  up-on  every  thing, 
'  Brother,'  quod  he,  '  where  is  now  your 
dwelling,  U'O 

Another  day  if  that  I  sholde  yow  seche  ? ' 
This    yeman    him    answerde    in    softo 
speche, 
'  Brother,'   quod   he,    '  fer   iu   the   north 

contree, 
"V^lier,  as  I  hope,  som-tyme  I  shal  thee  see. 
Er  we  departe,  I  shal  thee  so  wel  wissc, 
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That   of   iiiyu    lions    ne    slialtow   never 

niisse."  1+16 

•  2s'ow,  brother,"  quod  this  Somnoiir,  '  I 

yow  pieye, 
Teclie  me,  whyl  that  we  rydeii  by  the 

wej-e,  1 120) 

>^in  tliat  ye  been  a  baillif  as  am  I. 
Som  subtiltee,  and  tel  me  I'eithfully    1420 
In  myn  oflfyce  how  I  may  most  winne  ; 
And  sparcth  uat  for  conscience  ne  sinne, 
But  as  my  brother  tcl  me,  how  do  ye  ? ' 
'Now,  by  my  trouthe,  brother   dere." 

seyde  he, 
'As  I  shal  tellen  thee  a  feithful  tale,  1425 
My  wages  been  ful  streite  and  ful  smale. 
Aly  lord  is  hard  to  me  and  daungerous. 
And  myn  offyce  is  ful  laborous  ;  (130) 

And  therfore  by  extorcions  I  live. 
For  sothe,  I  take  al  that  men  wol  me 

J-ive ;  1430 

.llgate,  by  sleyghte  or  by  violence, 
Fro  yeer  to  yeer  I  winne  al  my  dispence. 
I  can  no  bettre  telle  feithfuUy.' 

'  Now,  certes,'  quod  this  Somnour,  '  so 

fare  I ; 
I  spare  nat  to  taken,  god  it  woot,         1435 
But-if  it  be  to  hevy  or  to  hoot. 
"What  I  may  gete  in  conseil  prively, 
No  maner  conscience  of  that  have  I ;  (140) 
Nere  myn  extorcioiin,  I  mighte  nat  liven, 
Ne  of  swiche  jajies  wol  I  nat  be  shriven. 
Stomak  ne  conscience  ne  knowe  I  noon  ; 
1  slirewe  thise  shrifte-fadres  everichoon. 
Wei  be  we  met,   by  god   and   by  seint 

Jame ! 
But,  leve  brother,  tel  me  than  thy  name,' 
Quod  this  Somnour ;   and  in  this   mene 

"vvhyle,  ,445 

This  yeman  gan  a  litel  for  to  smyle. 

'  Brother,'  quod  he,  '  wiltow  that  I  thee 

telle  ? 
I  am  a  feend,  my  dwelling  is  in  hell%.  (150) 
And  here  I  rj-de  about  my  purchasing. 
To  wite  wher  men  wolde  yeve  me  any 

tiling-  145U 

3Iy  purchas  is  th'effect  of  al  my  rente. 
Loke  how  thou  i-ydest  for  the  same  en- 
tente, 
To  winne  good,  thou  rekkcst  never  how ; 
Ifight  so  fare  I,  for  ryde  wolde  I  now 
L'n-to  the  worldes  ende  for  a  preye.'    1455 


'  A,'  quod  this  Somnour,  '  ben'cite,  what 
scy  ye  ? 
I  wende  ye  were  a  yeman  trewely. 
Ye  han  a  mannes  shap  as  wel  as  I ;    (160) 
Han  ye  figure  than  deterniinat 
In  hclle,  thcrye  been  in  your  estat?'  1460 
'Nay,  certoinly,'  quotl  he,   'ther  have 
we  noon  ; 
But  whan  us  lyketh,  we  can  take  ns  oon, 
Or  elles  make  yow  seme  we  ben  shape 
;  Som-tyme  lyk  a  man,  or  lyk  an  ape  ; 
I  Or  lyk  an  angel  can  I  ryde  or  go.         1465 
'  It  is  no  wonder  thing  thogh  it  be  so  ; 
A  lousy  jogelour  can  deceyve  thee, 
And  pardee,  yet  can  I  more  craft  than 
I  he.'  1170) 

'  Why,'  quod   the   Somnour,   '  ryde  ye 
thanne  or  goon  J469 

In  sondi-y  shap,  and  nat  alwey  in  oon  ? ' 
'  For  we,'  quod  he,  '  wol  us  swich  formes 
i  make 

;  As  most  able  is  our  preyes  for  to  take.* 

'  What    maketh   yow  to    han    al   tliig 
;  labour  ? ' 

1       '  Ful  many  a  cause,  leve  sir  Somnour,' 
!  Seyde  this  feend,  '  but  alle   thing  hath 
i  tyme.  _  1475 

j  The  day  is  short,  and"  it  is  passed  pryme, 
I  And  yet  ne  wan  I  no-thing  in  this  day. 
I  wol  entende  to  winnen,  if  I  may,      (180) 
And  nat  entende  our  wittes  to  declare. 
P'or,  brother  myn,  thy  wit  is  al  to  bare  1480 
To  understonde,  al-thogh  I  tolde  hem  thee. 
But,  for  thou  axest  wliy  labouren  we  ; 
For,   som-tyme,   we   ben  goddes   insti-u- 

ments. 
And  menes  to  don  his  comandements. 
Whan  that  him  list,  up-on  his  creatures, 
In  divers  art  and  in  divers  figures,      i486 
With-outen  him  we  have  no  might,  cer- 
tayn,  (189) 

If  that  him  list  to  stonden  ther-agajm. 
And  som-tyme,  at  our  prayere,  han  we  leve 
j  Only  tlic  body  and  nat  the  soule  greve  ; 
Witnesse  on  .Job,  whom  that  we  didon 

i  wo.  149, 

And  som-tyme  han  we  might  of  bothe  two. 
This  is  to  soyn,  of  soule  and  Iwdy  eke. 
And  somtyme  be  we  suffred  for  to^eke 
Up-on  a  man,  and  doon  his  soiile  nnreste, 
And  nat  his  body,  and  al  is  for  the  beste. 
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ANTian  he  withstandeth  onr  temptacioitn, 
It  is  a  cause  of  his  savacioun  ;  (Joo; 

Al-be-it  that  it  was  iiat  our  entente 
He  sholde  be  sauf,   but   that   we  woldo 

him  hente.  i5<xj 

And  soni-tyme  be  we  soirant  nn-to  man, 
As  to  the  erchebisshop  Seint  Dunstan 
And  to  the  apostles  servant  eek  was  I.' 
'  Yet  tol  lue.'  quod  the  Somnour,  'feith- 

fully, 
Jlake  ye  yow  ncwe  bodies  thus  alway  1505 
Of  elements?'  the  feend  answerde,  'nay; 
Som-tyme  we   fej-ne,  and   som-tymc  we 

arj'Se 
With  dede  bodies  infxilsondry  wyse,  (210) 
And  speke  as  renably  and  faire  and  wel 
As  to  the  Phitonissa  dide  SamueL        1510 
And  yet  wol  som  men  seye  it  was  nat  he  ; 
I  do  no  fors  of  your  diviniteo. 
But  o  thing  warne  I  thee,  I  wol  nat  jape, 
Thou  wolt  algates  wite  how  we  ben  shape  ; 
Thou    shalt   her-after\vard,    my   brother 

dere,  1515 

Com  ther  thee  nedeth  nat  of  me  to  lex'e. 
For  thou  shalt  by  thyn  owene  experience 
Conne  in  a  chayer  rede  of  this  sentence 
Bet  than  A''irg^-le,  whyl  he  was  on  lyve, 
Or  Dant  also  :  now  lat  us  ryde  blyvo.  1520 
For  I  wol  holde  companye  with  thee  (223) 
Til  it  be  so,  that  thou  forsake  me.' 

'  Nay.'  quod  this  Somnour,  '  that  shal 

nat  bityde ; 
I  am  a  yeman,  knowen  is  ful  wyde  ; 
My  troutho  wol  I  holde  as  in  this  cas.  1525 
For  though  thou  were  the  devel  Sathanas, 
My  trouthe  wol  I  holde  to  my  brother, 
As  I  am  sworn,  and  ech  of  us  til  other  (230) 
For  to  be  trewc  brother  in  this  cas ; 
And  bothe  we  goon  abouten  our  purchas. 
Tak  thou  thy  part,  what  that  men  wol 

thee  .vive.  i5J!i 

And  I  shal  myn  ;  thus  may  we  lx)the  live. 
And  if  that  anj-  of  us  have  more  than 

other, 
I>at  him  be  trewe,  and  parte  it  with  his 
brother.' 
'  I  graixnte.'  quod  the  devel,  '  by  my  fey.' 
And  with  that  word  they  rj-den  forth  hir 
wey.  1536 

And  right  at  the  entring  of  the  tounes 
ende, 

U 


To  which  this  Somnour  shoop  him  for  to 

wende,  (24^** 

They  saugh  a  cart,  that  charged  was  with 

liey, 

Which  that  a  carter  droof  forth  in  his  wey. 

Deep  was  the  wey,  for  which  the  carto 

stood.  154 1 

The  carter  smoot,  and  cryde,  as  he  were 

wood, 
'  Hayt,  Brok !  hayt,  Scot  I  what  spare  ye 

for  the  stones  ? 
The  feend,'  quod  he,    'yow  fecche   bo'i\- 

and  bones. 

As  ferforthl3-  as  ever  were  ye  folcd  !     1545 

So  muche  wo  as  I  have  with  yow  tholed  I 

The  devel  have  al,  bothe  hors  and  cart 

and  hey ! ' 

This    Somnour    seyde,    'heer    Rhal    we 

have  a  ploy  ; '  (250) 

And  neer  the  feend  he  drough,  as  noght 

ne  were, 
Ful  prively,  and  roimed  in  his  ere  :      1550 
'  Herkne,    my    brother,    herkne,    by   thy 

feith  ; 
Herestow  nat  how  that  the  carter  seith? 
Hent  it  anon,  for  he  hath  ycve  it  thee, 
Bothe  hey  and  cart,  and  eek  hise  caples 
three.' 
'  Nay,'  quod  the  devel,  '  god  wot,  never 
a  deel ;  1555 

It  is  nat  his  entente,  trust  me  weel. 
Axe  him  thy-solf,  if  thou  nat  trowest  me,  ■ 
Or   elles  stint  a  while,  and  thou  shalt 
see.'  (260) 

This  carter  thakkoth  his  hoi-s  upon  the 
croupe. 
And  thej-  bigonue  drawen  and  to-stonpe  ; 
'  Heyt,  now  ! '  quod  he,   '  ther  .Tesu  Crist 
J.  yow  blesse,  156 1 

And  al  his  handwork,   bothe  more  and 

lesse  ! 
That  was  wel  twight,  myn  owev;e  lyard 

boy! 
I  pray  god  save  thee  and  seynt  Loy  ! 
Xow  is  my  cart  out  of  the  slow,  pardee  ! ' 
■  Lo  !   brother,'  quod  the  feend,   '  what 
toldelthee?  i56<; 

Heer  may  ye  see,  myn  owene  dere  brother. 
The  carl  spak  00  thing,  but  he  thoghte 
another.  (-70) 

Lat  us  go  forth  abouten  our  viage  : 
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Heer  winno  I  no-thiiig  up-on  cariage.' 

Wban  that  they  comen  som-what  out 

oftoune,  »57' 

This  Somiiour  to  his  brother  gan  to  roime, 

'Brother,'  quod  he,  'heer  woneth  an  old 

rebekke, 
That  htidde  almost  as  lief  to  lese  hir  nekko 
As  for  to  yeve  a  peny  of  hir  goo<l.         1575 
I  wol  hau  twelf  peus,  though  tliat  she  be 

wood, 
Or  I  wol  sompne  hir  un-to  our  offyce  ; 
And  yet,  god  woot,  of  hir  knowe  I  no 
vyce.  (280) 

But  for  thou  canst  uat,  as  in  this  contree, 
Winne  thy  cost,  tak  heer  ensaraple  of 
me.'  "  i.sSo 

This  Somnour  clajjpeth  at  the  widwes 
gate. 
'  Com  out,'  quod  he,  'tliou  olde  viritrate  ! 
I  trowe  thou  hast  som  frere   or  preest 
with  thee ! ' 
'Who   clappeth?'    seyde  this   widwe, 
'  hen'cite  ! 
God  save  you,  sire,  what  is  your  swete 
wiUe?'  1585 

'  I  have,'  quod  he,   '  of  somonce  here 
a  bille ; 
Up  peyne  of  cui-siug,  loke  that  thou  bo 
To-mom  biforo  the  crchedeltues  Icnee  {^go) 
T'ai  swere  to  the  court  of  certeyn  thinges.' 
'  Now,  lord,'  quod  she, '  Crist  Jesu,  king 
of  kinges,  1590 

So  wisly  helpe  me,  as  I  ne  may, 
I  have  been  sj-k,  and  that  ful  many  a  day. 
I  may  nat  go  so  fer,'  quod  she,  '  ne  ryde, 
But  I  be  deed,  so  priketh  it  in  my  syde. 
May  I  nat  axe  a  libel,  sir  Somnour,     1595 
And  answere  there,  by  my  procutoui-. 
To  swich  thing  as  men  wol  oiDposen  nie  ? ' 
'Yis,'  quod  this  Somnour,   'pay  anou, 
lat  so,  (3<.o) 

Twelf  pens  to  me,  and  I  wol  thee  acquyte. 
I  shall  no  i^rofit  ban  tlicr-liy  but  Jyte  ;  1600 
My  maister  hath  the  profit,  and  nat  I. 
Com  of,  and  lat  me  ryden  hastily  ; 
Yif  me  twelf  pens,  I  may  no  lenger  tarie.' 
'Twelf   pens,'    quod    she,    'now    huly 
Seinte  Marie 
So  wisly  help  me  out  of  care  and  sinue, 
This  wyde   world   tliogh   that   I    sholde 
Wiuno,  1 006 


Ne  have  I  nat  twelf  pens  with-inne  myn 

hold.  (^^}) 

Ye  knowen  wel  that  I  am  povre  and  old  ; 

Kythe  your  almesse  on  me  povro  wrecche.' 

'Nay  than,'  quod  he,  '  tlie  foul©  feend 

me  fecche  1610 

If  I  th'excuse,  though  thou  shul  bo  spilt ! ' 

'  Alas,'  quod  she,  '  god  woot,  I  have  no 

gilt.' 
'  Pay  me,'  quod  he,   '  or  by  the  gwete 
seinte  Anr.e, 
As  I  wol  bere  awey  thy  ncwe  panne 
For  dette,  which  that  thou  owest  me  of 
old,  1615 

"Whan  that  thou  niadest  thyn  housbond 

cokewold, 
I  payde  at  boom  for  thy  correccioun.' 
'  Thoii  lixt,'  quod   she,   '  by  my  sava- 
cioun !  (3-20) 

Ne  was  I  never  er  now,  widwe  ne  wyf, 
Somoned  un-to  your  court  in  al  my  lyf ; 
Ne  never  I  nas  but  of  my  body  trewe  !  1621 
Un-to  the  devel  blak  and  rough  of  hewo 
Yeve  I  thy  body  and  my  panne  also  ! ' 

And  whan  the  devel  herde  hir  cursen  so 
Up-on  hir  knees,  he  seyde  in  this  manere, 
'  Now  Mabely,  myn  owene  moder  dere,  1626 
Is  this  your  wil  in  ernest,  that  ye  seye?* 
'  The  devel,'  quod  she,  '  so  fecche  him 
cr  he  deye,  (330) 

And  panne  and  al,  but  he  wol  him  rc- 
peute ! '  16^9 

'  Nay,  olde  stot,that  is  nat  myn  entente,' 
Quod  this  Somnour,  '  for  to  repente  me. 
For  any  thing  that  I  liave  had  of  thee  ; 
I   wolde   I  hadde   thy  smok   and   every 
clooth  ! ' 
'  Now,  brother,'  quod  the  devel,  '  be  nat 
wrooth  ; 
Thy  bodj'  and  this  panne  ben  myne  by 
right.  1635 

Thou  shalt  with  me  to  helle  yet  to-night, 
Wliere  thou  shalt  kjiowen  of  our  privetee 
More  than  a  niaistor  of  divinitee  :'  (340) 
And  with  that  word  this  foule  feend  him 
hento ;  1639 

Body  and  soule,  he  with  the  devel  wento 
Wlier-as  that  somnours  han  hir  heritage. 
And  god,  tliat  maked  after  iiis  imago 
Mankinde,  save   and   gyde   us  aUe  and 
some ; 
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And    leva   this  Somnonr  good    man   to 

bicome  ! 
Lordinges,  I  coixdo  ban  told  yow,  quod 

this  Frore,  1645 

Hadde  I  had  leyser  for  this  Somnour  here, 
After  tho  text  of  Crist  [and]  Pouhuid. J  ohu, 
And  of  our  othere  doctours  many  oon, 
Swiche  pej-nes,  that  your  hertes  mighto 

agryse,  (351) 

Al-be-it  so,  no  tongo  may  devyse,         1650 
Thogh  that  I  mighto  a  thousand  winter 

telle, 
The  peyne  of  thilke  cursed  hous  of  holle. 
But,  for  to  kepe  us  fro  that  cursed  place, 
Waketh,  and  preyeth  Jesu  for  his  grace 


So  kepe  ns  fro  the  temptonr  Satlianas.  1655 
Herkeih  this  word,  buth  war  us  in  this 

cas; 
Tlie  leoun  sit  in  his  await  alway 
To  sleo  the  innocent,  if  that  ho  may.  (360) 
Disposeth  ay  your  hertes  to  withatonda 
The  feend,  that  yow  wolde  mako  thral 

and  bonde.  1660 

He  may  nattempten  yow  over  your  might ; 
For   Crist  wol    be   yoiu'   champion    and 

knight. 
And  prayoth   that  thise  Somnoni's  hem 

repente 
Of  hir  misdedes,  er  that  the  feend  hem 

hente. 


Here  endeth  the  Freres  tale. 


THE    SOMNOUR'S    PROLOGUE. 


The  prologe  of  the  Somnours  Tale. 


This  Somnour  in  his  stiropes  hj-e  stood  ; 
Up-ou  this  Frero  his  herte  was  so  wo<jd. 
That  lyk  an  aspen  leef  he  quook  for  yre. 
'  Lordinges,'  quod   he,  '  but   o  thing  I 
desyre  ; 
I  yow  biseko  that,  of  your  curteisye, 
Sin  ye  ban  herd  this  false  Frere  lye,  1670 
As  suffereth  me  I  may  my  tale  telle  ! 
This  Frere  bosteth  that  he  knoweth  helle, 
And  god  it  woot,  that  it  is  litel  wonder  ; 
Freres  and  feendcs  been  but  lyte  a-sonder. 
For  pai-dee,  ye  ban  ofte  tyme  herd  telle, 
How  that  a  frere  ravisshed  was  to  h'clle 
In  spirit  ones  by  a  visioun  ;  (13)  1677 

And  as  an  angel  ladde  him  up  and  doun. 
To  showen  him  the  poynes  that  ther  were, 
In  al  the  place  saugh  ho  nat  a  frero  ;  i68o 
Of  other  folk  he  saugh  y-nowe  in  wo. 
Uu-to  this  angel  spak  the  frere  tho  : 


•'  Now,  sii-,"  quod  he,  "  han  freres swich 

a  grace  {19) 

Thatnoonof  hem  shalcome  to  this  place?'' 

"  Yis,"  quod  this  angel,  "  many  a  mil- 

lioun  ! "  1685 

And  iin-to  Sathanas  he  ladde  him  doun. 
■'  And    now   hath    Sathanas,"   seith   he, 

"  a  tayl 
Brodder  than  of  a  carrik  is  the  sayl. 
Hold  up  thy  tayl,  thou  Sathanas  !  '  quod 

he,  1689 

■ '  She  we  forth  tliyn  ers,  and  lat  the  frere  see 
Wher  is  the  nest  of  freres  in  this  place  !"*^ 
And,  er  that  half  a  fuilong-wey  of  space, 
Eight  so  as  bees  out  swanueu  from  an 

hyve, 
Outof  thedeveles  ers  thergonne  dryve(3o) 
Twenty  thousand  freres  in  a  route,     1695 
And  thurgh-out  helle  swarmeden  aboute 
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And  comcn  agayn,  as  faste  as  they  may 

And  ill  liis  ers  they  crepten  everichon. 
He  clapto  his  tayl  agayu,  and  lay  till  stillc 
This  frere,  whan  he  loked  hadde  his  fille 
I'pon  the  torments  of  this  sory  place,  1701 
His  spirit  god  restored  of  his  grace 


Un-to  his  hody  agayn,  and  he  awook  ; 
But  natheles,  for  fere  yet  he  quook,     (40) 
So  was  the  develes  ers  ay  in  his  minde, 
That  is  his  heritage  of  verray  kinde.  1706 
God    save    yow    alle,   save    this    cursed 

Frere; 
My  prologe  wol  I  ende  in  this  manere.' 


Here  endeth  the  Prologe  of  the  Somnoiirs  Tale. 


THE    SOMNOURS    TALE. 


Here  biginneth  the  Somonour  his  Tale. 


LoRDiKGEs,    ther  is  in   Yorkshire,    as   I 

gesse, 
A  mersshy  contree  called  Holdernesse, 
In  which  ther  wente  a  limitour  aboute,  171 1 
To  preclie,  and  eek  to  hegge,  it  is  no  doute. 
And  so  hifel,  that  on  a  day  this  frere 
Hud  preched  at  a  chirche  in  his  manere, 
And  specially,  aboven  every  thing,      1715 
Excited  he  the  peple  in  his  preching 
To  trentals,  and  to  yeve,  for  goddes  sake, 
\Mier-with    men    mighten   holy  houses 

make,  (10) 

Ther  as  di\-yne  service  is  honoured, 
Nat  ther  as  it  is  wasted  and  devoured,  1720 
Ne  ther  it  nedeth  nat  for  to  be  yive. 
As  to  possessioners,  that  mowen  live, 
Tlianked  be  god,  in  weleandhabundaunce. 
'  Trentals,'  seyde  he,  '  deliveren  fro  pen- 

aunce  1724 

Hir  freendes  Boules,  as  wel  olde  as  yonge, 
Ye,  whan  that  they  been  hastily  y-songe  ; 
Nat  for  to  holde  a  preest  joly  and  gay, 
He  singeth  nat  but  o  masse  in  a  day  ;  (20) 
Delivereth  out, '  quod  he,  '  anon  the  soules ; 
Ful  hard  it  is  with  fleshhook  or  with  oules 
To  been  y-clawed,  or  to  brenne  or  bake  ; 
Now  spede  yow  hastily,  for  Cristes  sake.' 
And   whan    this  frere   had  seyd   al   his 

entente, 
With  q  H I  cian  patre  forth  his  wey  he  went  e. 


Whan  folk  in  chirche  had  yeve  him 

what  hem  leste,  1735 

He  wente  his  wey,  no  lengcr  wolde  he 

reste. 
With  scrippe  and  tipped  staf,  y-tukked 

hye;  (29) 

In  every  hous  he  gan  to  poure  and  prye, 
And  beggctli  mele,  and  chese,  or  elles  corn. 
His  felawe  hadde  a  staf  tipped  with  horn, 
A  peyre  of  tables  al  of  yvory,  174 1 

And  a  poj-ntel  polisshed  fetisly, 
And  wroot  the  names  alwey,  as  he  stood, 
Of  alle  folli  that  yaf  him  any  good,     1744 
Ascaunces  that  he  wolde  for  hem  i)reye. 
'  Yeve  lis  a  busshel  whete,  malt,  or  reye, 
A  goddes  kechil,  or  a  trip  of  chese, 
Or  elles  what  yow  list,  we  may  nat  chese  ; 
A  goddes  halfpeny  or  a  masse-peny,     (41) 
Or  yeve  us  of  your  brawn,  if  ye  have  eny  ; 
A  dagon  of  your  blanket,  leve  dame,   1751 
Our  suster  dere,  lo !  here  I  write  your  name ; 
Bacon  or  beef,  or  swich  thing  as  ye  finde.' 
A  sturdy  harlot  wente  ay  hem  bihinde, 
That  was  hir  hostes  man,  and  bar  a  sak. 
And  what  men  yaf  hem,  leyde  it  on  his 

bak.  1756 

And  whan  that  he  was  out  at  dore  anon. 
He  planed  awey  tlie  names  everichon  (50) 
That  he  biforn  had  writen  in  his  tables  ; 
He  sersed  hem  with  n  vfles  and  with  fables. 
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'  Xay,  tlier  thou  lixt,  thou  Somnour,' 

'juod  the  Fr<M-o.  1761 

Tees,'   quod    our    Host,    'for    Cristes 

nioiler  dere  ; 
Tel  forth  thy  talc  and  spare  it  nat  at  al.' 
Sothryvel,  quod  this  Somnour,  sol  shal. — 
So  longe  ho  wente  hous  by  hous,  til  he 
Cam  til  an  hoxis  ther  he  was  wont  to  be 
Eefresshed  more   than    in    an  hundred 

placis.  1767 

Sik  lay  the  gode  man,  whos  that  the  place 

is  ;  (60) 

Bedrede  iip-on  a  couche  lowe  he  lay. 
^  Deus  hie,'  quod  he, '  O  Thomas,  freend, 

good  day,'  1770 

Seyde  this  IVoro  curtcisly  and  softe. 
'  Thomas,'  quotl  ho,  '  god  yelde  yow  !  ful 

otto 
Have  I  xip-on  this  bench  faren  ful  weel. 
Here  have  I  eten  many  a  mery  meel ; ' 
And  fro  the  bench  he  droof  awey  the  cat. 
And  leyde  adoun  his  potente  and  his  hat. 
And  eek  his  scrippe,  and  sette  him  softe 

adoun.  1777 

His  felawe  was  go  walked  in-to  totm,  (70) 
Forth  with  hislinave,  in-to  that  hostelrye 
Wher-as  he  shoop  him  thilke  night  to  lye. 

'  O  dere  maister,'  quod  this  syke  man, 
'  How  han  j'e  fare  sith  that  March  bigan  ? 
I  saugh  yow  noght  this  fourtenight  or 

more.' 
'  God  woot,'  quod  he, '  laboured  have  I  ful 

sore  ; 
And  specially,  for  thy  savacioun  1785 

Have  I  seyd  many  a  precious  orisoun. 
And   for   our   othere  frendes,    god   hem 

blesae  ! 
I  have  to-day  been  at  your   chirche   at 

messe,  (80) 

And  seyd  a  sermon  after  my  simple  wit, 
Nat  al  after  the  text  of  holy  writ  ;       1790 
For  it  is  hard  to  yow,  as  I  suppose, 
And  therfore  wol  I  teche  yow  al  the  glose. 
Glosinge  is  a  glorious  thing,  certeyn, 
For  Icttre  slecth,  so  as  we  clerkes  sej-n. 
Ther  have  I  taught  hem  to  be  charitable, 
And  spende  hir  good  ther  it  is  resonable. 
And  ther  I  saugh  our   dame ;    a  !   wher 

is  she?'  ,89)  1797 

'  Yond  in  the  yerd  I  trowethat  she  be,' 

Seyde  this  man, '  and  she  wol  come  anon.' 


'  Ey,  maister  !  wcl-come  be  ye,  by  scint 

John  ! '  1800 

Seyde  this  wyf,  '  how  fare  ye  hertely  i* ' 

The  frere  aryseth  up  ful  curteisly, 
And  hir  embraceth  in  his  armes  narwe. 
And   kiste   hir   swete,   and   chirkcth   as 

a  sparwo 
With  his  lipiies :  '  dame,'  quod  he,  "  i-ight 

weel,  1805 

As  he  that  is  your  servant  every  deel. 
Thanked  be  god,  that  yow  yaf  soule  and  lyf. 
Yet  saugh  I  nat  this  day  so  fair  a  wyf  (100) 
In  al  the  chirche,  god  so  save  me  ! ' 

'  Ye,  god  amende  defautes,  sir,'  quod  she, 
'  Algates  wel-come  be  ye,  by  my  i'ey ! '  181 1 
'  Graunt  mercy,  dame,  this  have  I  founde 

alwey. 
But  of  your  grete  goodnesse,   by  your 

leve, 
I  wolde  prey  yow  that  ye  nat  yow  greve, 
I  wol  with  Thomas  spekc  a  litel  throwe. 
Thiso  curats  been  ful  necligent  and  slowe 
To  grope  tendrely  a  conscience.  (109)  1817 
In  shrift,  in  prcching  is  my  diligence, 
And  studie  in  Petres  wordes,  and  in  Poules. 
I  walke,  and  fisshe  Cristen  mennes  soules, 
To  yeldenJesu  Crist  his  propre  rente  ;  1821 
To  sprede    his  word  is  set   al  myn  en- 
tente.' 
'  mow,  by  your  leve,  o  dere  sir, '  quod  she, 
'  Chydeth  him  weel,  for  seinte  Trinitee. 
He  is  as  angry  as  a  pissemyre,  1825 

Though   that  he  have   al  that  he  can 

desyre. 
Though  I  him  wrye  a-night  and  make 

him  warm,  (119) 

And  on  hym  leye  my  leg  outher  myn  arm, 
He  groneth  lyk  our  boor,  lyth  in  our  sty. 
Other  desport  right  noon  of  him  have  I ; 
I  may  nat  plese  him  in  no  maner  cas.' 
'  O    Thomas !    Je    vous    dij,    Thomas ! 

Thomas  ! 
This  maketh  the  feend,  this  moste  ben 

amended. 
Ire  is  a  thing  that  hye  god  defended,  1834 
And  ther-of  wol  I  speke  a  word  or  two.' 
'  Now  maister,'  quod  the  wyf,   '  er  that 

I  go, 

What  wol  J'e  dyne  ?   I  wol  go  ther-aboute.' 

•.  Now  dame,'  quod  he,  '  Je  vous  dy  sanz 

doute,  (130) 
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Have  I  iiat  of  a  etiyon  but  the  livere, 
And  of  .'S'oursofte  breed  nat  but  a  shivers, 
And  after  that  a  rested  pigges  heed,    1841 
(But  that  I  nolde  no  beest  for  me  were 

deed;, 
Thanue  hadde  I  with  yow  hoomly  suffi- 

saiuice. 
I  am  a  man  of  litel  sustcnaunce. 
My  spirit  hatli  his  fostring  in  the  Bible. 
The  body  is  aj'  so  redy  and  penyble    1846 
To  wake,  that  my  stomak  is  destroyed. 
I  prey  yow,  dame,  ye  be  nat  ano3'ed,(i4o) 
Tliough  I  so  freendlj-   yow  my  conseil 

shewe ;  1849 

By  god,  I  wolde  nat  telle  it  but  a  fewe.' 

'  Now,  sir,'  quod  she, '  but  o  word  er  I  go ; 
My  child  is  deed  with-inne  thise  wj'kes 

two, 
Sone  after  that  ye  wente  out  of  tliis  toun.' 
'  His  decth  saugh  I  by  revelacioun,'  1854 
Seith  this  frere,  '  at  hoom  in  our  dortour. 
I  dar  wel  seyn  that,  er  that  half  an  hour 
After  his  deeth,  I  saugh  him  born  to  blisse 
In  myn  avisioun,  so  god  me  wissc  !      (150) 
So  dide  our  sexteyn  and  our  fermerer. 
That  han  been  trewe  freres  fifty  yeer  ; 
They  may  now,   god  be  thanked  of  his 

lone,  1S61 

Maken  hir  jubilee  and  walke  allone. 
And  up  I  roos,  and  al  our  covent  eke. 
With  many  a  tere  trikling  on  my  cheke, 
Withoutcn  noj'se  or  clateringe  of  belles  ; 
Te  deuvi  was  our  song  and  no-thing  elles, 
Save  that  to  Crist  I  scyde  an  orisoiin, 
Thanliinge  him  of  his  revelacioun.      (160) 
For  sir  and  damo,  trusteth  me  right  weel, 
Our  orisons  been  more  efFectueel,         1870 
Andmore  we  seen  of  Cristes  secree  thinges 
Than   burel   folk,  al-though  they  weren 

kinges. 
We  live  in  povert  and  in  abstinence, 
And  burel  folk  in  richesso  and  despence 
Of  mete  and  drinke,  and  in  hir  foul  delyt. 
We  han  this  worldes  lust  al  in  despyt. 
Lazar  and  Dives  liveden  diversly,        1877 
And  diverse  guerdon  haddonthey  ther-bj'. 
Who-so  wol  preye,  he  moot  fasto  and  be 

clene,  ('7')  1870 

Andfattehissouleand  make  his  body  lene. 
We  fare  as  seith  th'apostle ;  cloth  and  fode 
Snffy-gen  ixs,  though  they  be  nat  ful  gode. 


The  clennesse  and  the  fastiuge  of  us  freres 

Maketh  that  Crist  accepteth  our  preyeres. 

Lo,    Moyses  fourty   dayes   and   fourly 

night  1885 

Fasted,  er  that  the  heighe  god  of  might 
Spak  with  him  in  the  mountain  of  Sinay. 
With  empty  wombe,  fastinge  manyada,-\-, 
Reccyved  he  the  lawe  that  was  writen  (181) 
With   goddes  finger  ;   and  Elie,   wel  ye 

witen,  1890 

In  mount  Oreb,  er  he  hadde  any  speche 
With  hye  god,  that  is  our  lyves  leche. 
He  fasted  longe  and  was  in  contemplaunce. 
Aaron,  that  hadde  the  temple  in  go^-ern- 

avince,  1894 

And  eek  the  othere  preestes  evericlion, 
In-to  the  temple  whin  they  sholde  gon 
To  preye  for  the  peple,  and  do  servyse, 
They  nolden  drinken,  in  no  maner  wyse. 
No  drinke,  which  that  mighte  hem  dronke 

make,  (191)  1899 

But  there  in  abstmence  preye  and  wake. 
Lest  that  they  deyden  ;  tak  heed  what 

I  seyo. 
But  they  be  sobre  that  for  the  peple  prej'e, 
War  that  I  seye ;  namoi-e !  for  it  sufl'yseth. 
Our  lord  Jesu,  as  holy  writ  devj-seth,  1904 
Yaf  us  ensample  of  fastinge  and  preyeres. 
Therfor  we  mendinants,  we  sely  freres. 
Been  wedded  to  poverte  and  continence, 
To  charitee,  humblesse,  and  abstinence. 
To  persccucion  for  rightwisnesse,  (201)  1901) 
To  wepinge,  misericoixle,  and  clennesse. 
And  therfor  may  ye  see  that  our  preyeres — 
I  speke  of  us,  we  meifQinants,  we  freres — ■ 
Ben  to  the  hye  god  more  acceptable 
Than  yourcs,  with  your  festes  at  the  table. 
Fro  Paradys  first,  if  I  shal  nat  lye,       1915 
AVas  man  out  chaced  for  his  glotonye  ; 
And  chaast  was  man  in  Paradys,  certeyn. 
But  herkne  now,  Tliomas,  what  I  shal 

soyn.  (2K)) 

I  no  have  no  text  of  it,  as  I  sujipose, 
But  I  shall  finde  it  in  a  inauer  glose,  1920 
That  specially  our  swete  lord  Jesus 
Spak  this  by  freres,  whan  he  seyde  thus  : 
•'Blessed   be   they   that   povro   iu   spirit 

been," 
And  so  forth  al  the  gospel  rnay  ye  seen, 
Wher  it  be  lyker  our  professioun,        1925 
Or  hirs  that  swimmen  in  possessiouu. 
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Fy  on  liir  pompe  and  on  hir  glotonyo  ! 
And  for  hir  Icwedncsso  I  hem  diffye.  (jao) 

Mo  tbinketh  they  ben  lyk  Jovininn, 
Fat  as  a  wbale,  and  walkinge  as  a  swan  ; 
Al  vinolent  as  botel  iu  the  si>once.       1931 
Hir  prayer  is  of  ful  gret  reverence  ; 
Wlian  they  for  soules  seye  the  psalm  of 

Davit, 
Lo,  "buf!"  they  seye,  ^^  cor  metnn  eruc- 

tavU  !  " 
Who  folweth  Cristes  gospel  and  his  fore, 
But  we  that  humble  been  and  chast  and 
pore,  1936 

Workers  of  goddes  word,  not  auditours  ? 
Therfore,   right    as    an    hauk   up,   at  a 
sours,  (230) 

Up  springeth  in-to  their,  right  so  prayercs 
Of  charitable  and  chaste  bisy  freres  1940 
Makcn  hir  sours  to  goddes  eres  two. 
Thomas  !  Thomas  !  so  mote  I  ryde  or  go. 
And  by  that  lord  that  clepid  is  seint  Yve. 
Nere  thou  our  brother,  sholdestou  nut 
thryve  !  1944 

In  our  chapitre  praj-e  we  daj'  and  night 
To  Crist,  that  he  thee  sende  hele   and 

might. 
Thy  body  for  to  welden  hastily.' 

'  God  woot,'  quod  he,  '  no-thing  ther-of 

fele  I ;  (240) 

As  help  me  Crist,  as  I,  in  fewe  yeres,  1949 

Han  spended,  up-on  dyvers  maner  freres, 

Ful  manj-  a  pound  :  yet  fare  I  never  the 

bet. 
Cei-teyn,  my  good  have  I  almost  biset. 
Farwel,  my  gold  !  for  it  is  al  ago  ! ' 

The  f rcre  answerde, '  O  Thomas,  dostow 
so?  1954 

What  nedeth  yow  diverse  freres  seche  ? 
What  nedeth  him  that  hath  a  parCt  leche 
To  sechen  othere  leches  in  the  toun  ? 
Your  inconstanco  is  your  confusioun.  (250) 
Holde  ye  than  me,  or  elles  our  covent. 
To  praye  for  yow  beu  insufficient  ?      i960 
Thomas,  that  jape  nis  uat  worth  a  myt-e  : 
Y^our  maladye  is  for  we  ban  to  lyte. 
"  A  !  yif  that  covent  half  a  qui'.rter  otes ! " 
"  A 1   yif  that   covent  four  and    twenty 

grotes ! " 
"  A !  yif  that  frere  a  peny,  and  lat  liim 
go!"  1965 

Nay,  nay,  Thomas  J  it  may  no-thing  be  so. 


What  is  a  fertliing  worth  parted  in  twTelve  ? 
Lo,  ech  thing  that  is  oned  in  him-selve 
Is    more    strong    tlian    whan    it   is   to- 
scatered.  (261) 

Thomas,   of  me  thou  shalt  nat  been  y- 
flatered ;  1970 

Thou  woldest  ban  our  labour  al  for  noght. 
The  hye  god,  that   al   this   workl   hath 

wroght, 
Seith  that  the  werkman  worthy  is  his 

hyre. 
Thomas  !  noght  of  your  tresor  I  desyre 
As  for  uij--self,  but  that  al  our  covent  1975 
To  preye  for  yow  is  ay  so  diligent, 
And  for  to  builden  Cristes  owene  chirche, 
Thomas  !  if  ye  wol  lemcn  for  to  wirche, 
Of    buildinge   up    of    chirches  may  ye 
finde  (27O 

If  it  be  good,  in  Thomas  lyf  of  Inde.  1980 
Ye  lye  heer,  ful  of  anger  and  of  yre, 
With   which   the   dcvel   set   your  herto 

a-fyre. 
And  chyden  heer  this  sely  innocent. 
Your  wyf,  tliat  is  so  meke  and  pacient. 
And  therfor,  Thomsis,  trowe  me  if  thee 
leste,  1985 

Ne  stryve  nat  with  thy  wyf,  as  for  thy 

beste  ; 
And  ber  this  word  awcy  now,  by  thyfeith, 
Touchinge  this  thing,  lo,  what  the  wyse 
seith  :  (280) 

"  M'ith-in  thyn  hous  ne  be  thou  no  leoun  ; 
To  thy  subgits  do  noon  oppressioun  ;  1990 
Ne  make  thyne  aquej-ntances  nat  to  flee." 
And  Thomas,  yet  eft-sones  I  charge  thee, 
Be  war  from  hir  that  in  thy  bosom  slepeth ; 
War  fro  the  serpent  that  so  slyly  crepeth 
Under  the  gras,  and  stingeth  subtilly.  1995 
Be  war,  my  sone,  and  herkne  paciently, 
That  twenty  thoiisand  men  ban  lost  hir 

lyves. 
For  stryving  with  hir  lemmans  and  hir 
wyvos.  (■29<;) 

Now  sith  ye  ban  so  lioly  and  meke  a  wyf, 
\Vliat   nedeth   yow,  Thomas,  to  makeu 
stryfV  3000 

Ther  nis,  y-wis,  no  serpent  so  cruel, 
Whan  man  tret  on  his  tayl,  ne  half  so  fel, 
As  woniman  is,  whan  she  hatli  caught 

an  iie  ;  • 

Vengeance  is  thanne  al  that  they  desyre. 


592* 


ZU  €anter6urp  Zako. 


[t.  7587-7668. 


lie  is  a  siinie,  oon  of  the  grete  of  sevene, 
Abhominable  uii-to  tlie  god  of  lievene  ; 
And  to  hmi-self  it  is  dostruccion. 
This  every  lewed  viker  or  person        (300) 
fan  seye,  how  Ire  cngendrcth  honiicyde. 
Ire  is,  in  sooth,  executour  of  pryde.    2010 
I  coude  of  Ire  seye  so  muche  sorwe, 
My  tale  sholde  laste  til  to-morwe. 
And  therfor  preye  I  god  bothe  day  and 

night,  2013 

An  irons  man,  god  sende  him  litel  might  ! 
It  is  greet  harm  and,  certes,  gret  pitee. 
To  sette  an  irons  man  in  heigh  degree. 
Whilom  ther  was  an  irons  potestat, 
As  seith  Senek,  that,  dviringe  his  estaat, 
Up-on  a  day  out  riden  knightcs  two,  (311) 
And  as  fortune  wolde  that  it  were  so,  2020 
That  oon  of  hem  cam  hoom.  that  other 

noght. 
Anon  the  knight  bifore  tlie  juge  is  broght, 
That  seyde  thus,  "  thou  hast  thy  felawe 

slayn, 
For  which  I  deme  thee  to  the  deeth,  cer- 

tajTi." 
And  to  another  knight  conianded  he,  2025 
"  Go  lede  him  to  the  deeth,  I  charge  tliee."' 
And  happed,  as  they  wente  by  the  weye 
Toward  the  place  ther  he  sholde  deye, 
The  knight  cam,  which  men  wenden  had 

be  deed,  r^2i) 

Thanne  thoughte  they,  it  was  the  beste 

reed,  2030 

To  lede  hem  bothe  to  the  juge  agayn. 
They  seiden,  "lord,  the  knight  ne  hath 

nat  slajTi 
His  felawe  ;  here  he  standeth  hool  al.yve." 
'•  Ye  shul  be  deed,"  quod  he,  "  so  moot  I 

thry\'e  ! 
That  is  to  seyn,  bothe  oon,  and  two,  and 

three  !  "  2035 

And  to  tlie  firste  knight  rightthusspak  he, 
"  I  dampned  thee,  thou  most  algate  be 

deed. 
And  thou  also  most  nedes  lese  thyn  heed, 
For  thou  art  cause  why  tliyfeh'iwe  dej'th." 
And  to  the  thriddc  l^iiight  riglit  thus  he 

seyth,  ('332)  2040 

'•  Thou  hast  nat  doon  that  I  comanded 

thee." 
And  thus  he  dido  do»  .sleen  hem  alle  three. 
Irons  Camby.ses  was  eek  dronkelewe, 


And  ay  delytetl  him  to  been  a  shrewe. 
And  so  bifel,  a  lord  of  his  mcynee,       2045 
That  lovede  vcrtuons  moralitee, 
Seyde  on  a  day  bitwix  hem  two  right  thus : 
"  A  lord  is  lost,  if  lie  be  vicious  ;  C340) 

And  dronkeuesse  is  eek  a  foul  record 
Of  any  man,  and  namely  in  a  lord.      2050 
Ther  is  ful  many  an  eye  and  many  an  ere 
Awaiting  on  a  lord,  and  he  noot  where. 
For  goddes  love,  drink  more  attemprely  ; 
Wyn  niaketh  man  to  lesen  wrecchedly 
His  minde,  and  eek  his  limes  everichon."' 
''Thereversshaltouse,"quodhe,  '•  anon ; 
And  preve  it,  by  thjTi  owene  experience. 
That    wyn    ne    dooth    to    folk  no  swich 

offence.      '  (350)  2058 

Ther  is  no  wyn  bireveth  me  my  might 
Of  hand  ne  foot,  ne  of  myn  eyen  sight '' — 
And,  for despji:,  he  drank  ful  muchel  more 
An  liondred  part  than  he  had  doon  bifore ; 
And  right  anon,  this  irons  cursed  wrecclie 
Leet  this  knightes  sone  bifore  him  fecche, 
Comandinge   him   he  sholde  bifore  him 

stonde.  2065 

And  sodejnily  he  took  his  bowe  in  honde, 
And  up  the  streng  he  iiullod  to  his  ere. 
And  with  an  arw'e  he  slow  the  child  right 

there :  ''360) 

"Now  whether  have  I  a  siker  hand  or 

noon  ?  " 
Quod  he,   "  is  al  my  might  and  niinde 

agoon  ?  2070 

Hath  wyn  bireved  me  myn  oyen  sight  ?  " 

What  sholde  I  telle  th'answere  of  the 

knight  ? 
His  sone  was  slayn,  ther  isna-more  to  seye. 
Beth  war  therfor  with  lordes  how  ye  pi  eye. 
Singoth  Placebo,  and  I  shal,  if  I  can.  2075 
But-if  it  be  im-to  a  povre  man. 
To  a  povre  ma  n  men  sholde  hise  vyces  telle, 
But  nat  to  a  lord,  thogh  he  sholde  go  to 

helle.  (370) 

Lo  irons  Cirns,  thilko  Percien, 
How  he  destroyed  the  I'iver  of  Gysen,  2080 
For  that  an  hors  of  his  was  dreynt  thcr- 

inne. 
Whan  that  he  wente  Babiloigne  to  winne. 
He  made  that  the  river  was  so  smal. 
That  wommen  mighte  wade  it  over-al. 
Lo,  what  seyde  he,  that  so  wel  teche  can? 
"  Ne  be  no  felawe  to  an  irons  man,     2086 
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No  -witli  no  -wood  man  walko  by  the  weye, 
Lest  thee  rcpentc  ;  "  ther  is  no-moro  to 

seye.  (380) 

Xow  Thomas,  levo  brother,  lef  thyn  ire ; 
Thou  shalt  mo  finde  as  just  as  is  a  squire. 
Hold  natthedevclesknyfayatthyn  herte ; 
Thyn  .angro  dooth  thee  al  to  sore  smertc  ; 
But  shewe  to  me  al  thy  confessioun.' 
'  Xay,'  quod  the  syke  man,  '  by  Seint 

Simoun !  2094 

I  have  be  shriven  this  day  at  my  curat ; 
I  have  him  told  al  hoolly  myu  estat ; 
Nedcth  na-more  to  spoke  of  it,'  seith  he, 
'  But  if  me  list  of  myn  humilitoe.'       (39") 
'  Yif  me  thanne  of  thy  gold,  to  make 

our  cloistre,' 
Quod  he,  '  for  many  a  nmscle  and  many 

an  oistre,  2100 

Whan  other  men  han  ben  ful  wel  at  eyse, 
Hath  been  our  fode,  our  cloistre  for  to  reyse. 
And  yet,  god  woot,  unnetho  the  fundoment 
Parfoumed  is,  ne  of  our  pavement  2104 
Nis  nat  a  tyle  yet  with-inne  our  wones  ; 
By  god,  we  owcn  fourty  pound  for  stones  ! 
Now  help,  Thomas,  for  him  that  harwed 

helle  ! 
For  clles  moste  we  our  bokes  selle.  (400) 
And  if  ye  lalike  our  predicacioun,  2109 
Than  gooth  the  world  al  to  destruccioun. 
For  who-so  wolde  us  fro  this  world  bireve. 
So  god  me  save,  Thomas,  by  your  leve, 
He  wolde  bireve  out  of  th  is  world  the  Sonne. 
For  ■who  can  teche  and  werchen  as  wo 

conne?  2114 

And  that  is  nat  of  litel  tyme,'  quod  he  ; 
•  But  sith  that  Elie  was,  or  Elisee, 
Han  freres  been,  that  finde  I  of  record, 
In  charitee,  y-thanked  be  our  lord.    (410) 
Now  Thomas,  help,  for  seinte  Charitee  ! ' 
And  doun  anon  he  sette  him  on  his  knee. 
This  syke  man  wex  wel  ny  wood  for  ire  ; 
He  wolde  that  the  frere  had  been  on-fire 
With'  his  false  dissimulacioun. 
'  Swich  thing  as  is  in  my  possessioun,' 
Quod  he,   '  that  may  I  yeven,  and  non 

other.  2125 

Ye  scy  me  thus,  how  that   I   am   your 

brother?' 
'  Ye,  cei-tes,'  quod  the  frere,  '  trusteth 

weel ; 
I  took  our  dame  our  Icttre  with  our  seeL' 


'  Now  wel,'  quod  ho,    '  and   som-what 

shal  I  yivo  (421) 

Un-to  your  holy  covcnt  whyl  I  live,  2130 
And  in  thyn  hand  thou  shalt  it  have 

anoon  ; 
On  this  condicioun,  and  other  noon, 
That  tliou  departe  it  so,  my  derc  brother, 
That  every  frere  have  also  muchc  as  other. 
This  shaltou  swore  on  thy  professioun, 
With-outen  fraude  or  cavillacioun.'    2136 
'  I  swere  it,'  quod  this  frere,  '  upon  my 

feith  ! ' 
And  ther-with-al  his  hand  in  his  he  leith  : 
'  Lo,  hcer  my  feith  !  in  mo  shal  be  no  lak.' 
'  Now  thanne,  put  thyn  hand  dovin  by 

my  bak,'  ^412)2140 

Seyde  this  man,  '  and  grope  wel  bihinde  ; 
Bynothe  my  buttok  ther  shaltow  finde 
A  thing  that  I  have  hid  in  privetee.' 
'  A  ! '  thoghto  this  frere,  '  this  shal  go 

with  mo ! ' 
And  doun  his  hand  ho  launcheth  to  the 

cliite,  2145 

In  hope  for  to  finde  ther  a  yifte.  (438) 

And  whan  this  syke  man  fclte  this  frere 
Aboute  his  tuwel  g^opo  there  and  here, 
Amidde  his  hand  he  leet  the  frere  a  fart. 
Ther  nis  no  capul,  drawinge  in  a  cart,  2150 
That  mighte  have  Icte    a  fart   of  swich 

a  soun. 
The  frere   up  stirto   as   doth   a  wood 

leoun  : 
'  A !  false  cherl,'  quod  he,   '  for  goddes 

bones, 
This   hastow   for   despyt   doon,    for    the 

nones ! 
Thou  shalt  abye  this  fart,  if  that  I  may  ! ' 
His  mejmee,  whiche  that  herden  this 

affray,  2156 

Cam  lepinge  in,  and  chaced  out  the  frere ; 
And  forth  ho  gooth,  with   a  ful  angry 

chore,  (450) 

And  fette  his  felawe,  ther-as  lay  his  stopr. 
He  looked  sis  it  were  a  wilde  boor ;  2160 
He  gi'iute  with  his  teeth,  so  was  he  wrootli. 
A  sturdy  pas  doun  to  the  court  he  g<>oth, 
Wher-as   ther  woned    a    man    of  greet 

honour. 
To  whom  that  he  was  alwey  confessour  ; 
This  worthy  man  was  lord  of  that  village. 
This  frere  cam,  as  he  were  in  a  rage,  2166 
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Wher-as  this  lord  sat  eting  at  his  bord. 
Unnethes  mighte  the  frere  speke  a  word, 
Til  atte  laste  he  seyde :  '  god  yow  see ! '  (461 ) 
This  lord  gan  loke.  and  seide,    '6en'- 

cite !  2170 

What,  frere  John,  -what  maner  world  is 

this? 
I  see  wel  that  som  thing  ther  is  amis. 
Ye  loken  as  the  vode  -were  fnl  of  thevis, 
Sit  dovm  anon,   and  tel   me  what   yoxtr 

greef  is. 
And  it  shal  been  amended,  if  T  may.'  2175 
'  I  have,'  quod  he,  '  had  a  despyt  this  day, 
God  yelde  j-ow !  adoun  in  yoxir  ^■illage, 
That  in  tliis  world  is  noon  so  povre  a  page. 
That  he  nolde  have  abhominacionn    (471) 
Of  that  I  have  recey  ved  in  your  toun.  2180 
And  yet  ne  greveth  me  no-thing  so  6ore, 
As  that  this  olde  cherl.  with  lokkes  horc-. 
Blasphemed  hath  our  holy  covent  eke,' 
'Now,  maister,'  quod  this  lord,  'I  yow 

biseke.' 
'No  maister,  sire,'  quod  he,  'but  sersd- 

tour,  2185 

Thogh  I  have  liad  in  scole  swich  honour. 

God  lyketh  nat  that  "  Eaby  "  men  us  calle, 

Neither  in  market  ne  in  your  large  halle.' 

•  No  fors,'  quod  he,  '  but  tel  me  al  your 

grie£'  (481) 

'  Sire,'  quod  this  frere,  '  an  odious  mes- 

chief  2190 

This  day  bitid  is  to  myn  ordre  and  me, 
And  BO  per  consequens  to  ech  degree 
Of  holy  chirche,  god  amende  it  sone  ! ' 
•Sir,'  quod  the  lord,  'ye  woot  what  is 

to  done. 
Distempre  yow  noght,   ye   be   my  con- 

fessour ;  2195 

Ye  been  the  salt  of  the  erthe  and  the 

savour. 
For  goddes  love  your  pacience  ye  holde  ; 
Tel  me  your  grief:'   and  he  anon  bini 

tolde,  (490) 

As  ye  ban  herd  bifom,  ye  woot  wel  what. 

The  lady  of  the  hous  ay  stille  sat,    2200 

Til  she  had  herd  al  what  the  frere  sayde : 

'  Ey,  goddes  moder,'  quod   she,    '  blisful 

mayde ! 
Is  ther  oght  eUes?  telle  me  feithfullj.' 
' Madame,'  quod  he,  'how  thinketh  yow 

her-bv  ? ' 


•How  that  me  thinketh?'  quod  she; 

'  so  god  me  speede,  2205 

I  seye,  a  chcrl  hath  doon  a  cherles  dede, 
AVhat  shold  I  seye?  god  l»t  him  never 

thee ! 
His  syke  heed  is  fnl  of  vanitee,  (500) 

I  hold  him  in  a  maner  frenesye.' 

'  Madame,'  quod  he,  '  by  god  I  shal  nat 

lye;  22  lo- 

But  I  on  other  weyes  may  be  wreke, 
I  shal  difFame  him  over-al  ther  I  speke, 
This  false  blasphemour,  that  charged  me 
To  parte  that  wol  nat  departed  be. 
To  everj-  man  y-liche,  with  meschaunce  ! ' 
The   lord   sat   stUle   as   he  were  in   a 

tratmce,  2216 

And  in  his  hert-e  he  rolled  up  and  donn, 
'  How  hadde  this  cherl  imaginacioun  (510) 
To  shewe  sviich  a  probleme  to  the  frere  ? 
Never  erst  ernowherde  lof  swich  matcre : 
I  trowe  the  devel  pntte  it  in  his  minde. 
In  ars-metryke  shal  ther  no  man  finde, 
Bifom  this  day,  of  swich  a  qnestioun. 
'Who  sholde  make  a  demonstracioun, 
That  everj'  man  sholde  have  y-liche  his 

part  2225 

As  of  the  soun  or  savoar  of  a  fart  ?      (518) 

0  nyce  proude  cherl,  I  shrewe  his  face ! 
Lo,  sires,'  quod  the  lord,  with  harde  grace, 
'  Who  ever  herde  of  swich  a  thing  er  now? 
To  every  man  y-lyke  ?  tel  me  how.       2230 
It  is  an  injwssible,  it  may  nat  be ! 

Ey,  nyce  cherl,  god  lete  him  never  thee  ! 
The  rumblinge  of  a  fart,  and  every  soun, 
Nis  but  of  eir  reverberacioun,  2234 

And  ever  it  wast«th  Ij-te  and  Ij'te  awey. 
Ther  is  no  man  can  demen,  by  my  i'oy. 
If  that  it  were  departed  equally.  (529) 

■\Yhat,  lo,  my  cherl,  lo,  yet  how  shrewedly 
Un-to  my  confessoor  to-day  h«  spak  ! 

1  holde  him  certeyn  a  dcmoniak  !        2240- 
Now  et«  your  mete,  and  lat  the  cherl  go 

pleye, 
Lat  him  go  Iionge  himself,  a  devel  wey.'; ! ' 
Now  stood  the  lordes  sqnyer  at  the  bord, 
That  carf  his  mete,  and  herde,  word  by 
•  word,  2244 

Of  alle  thingcs  of  which  I  have  yow  sayd. 
'  My  lord,'  quod  he,  '  be  ye  nat  yvel  apayd  ; 
I  coude  telle,  for  a  goune-clooth, 
To  yow,  sir  frcro,  so  ye  be  nat  wrooth,  (540) 
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Hov/  that  this  fart  sholde  even  deled  be 
Among  yonr  covent,  if  it  lyked  me.'    2250 
'Tol,'  quod  the  lord,  'and  thou  shalt 
have  auoii 
A.  goune-clotli,  hy  god  and  by  Seint  John ! ' 
'  My  lord,'  quod  he,   '  whau   that   the 
•weder  is  fair, 
With-outcn  wind  or  perturbiiigo  of  air, 
Lat   bringe  a  cartwheel  here  in-to  this 
halle,  2255 

But  lokc  that  it  have  his  spokes  ulle. 
Twelf  sixikcs  hath  a  cartwheel  comunly. 
And  bring  me  than  twclf  freres,  woot  j^e 

^•Jiy?  (550) 

For  thrittene  is  a  covent,  as  I  gesse. 
The  confessour  heer,  for  his  worthinesse, 
Shal   parfoume   up   the   nombre   of  his 

covent.  2261 

Tlian  shal  they  knele  doun,  by  oon  assent. 
And  to  every  spokes  ende,  in  this  manere, 
Ful  sadly  leye  his  nose  shal  a  frere. 
Your  noble  confessour,  tlier  god  him  save, 
Shal  holde  his  nose  upright,  under  the 

nave.  2266 

Than  shal  this  cherl,  Avith  bely  stif  and 

toght 
As  any  tabour,  hider  been  y-broght ;  (560) 
And  sette  him  on  the  wheel  right  of  this 

cart,  2269 

Upon  the  nave,  and  make  him  lete  a  fart. 


And  ye  shul  seen,  up  porU  of  my  lyf, 
By  preve  which  that  is  domonstratif. 
That  equally  the  soun  of  it  wol  wende, 
And    eek  the   stink,   un-to    the    spokes 

ende; 
Save  that  this  worthy  man,    j-our   con- 
fessour, .  2275 
By-cause  he  is  a  man  of  gre&t  honour, 
Shal  have  the  firste  fruit,  as  reson  is ; 
The  noble  usage  of  freres  yet  is  this,  (570) 
The  worthy  men   of  hem  shul  first  be 
served ;                                                 2279 
And  certeinly,  he  hath  it  weel  deserved. 
He  hath  to-daj-  taught  us  so  muchel  good 
With  preching  in  the  pulpit  thcr  he  stood. 
That  I  may  vouchc-sauf,  I  sey  for  me. 
He  hadde  the  firste  smel  of  fartes  three, 
And  so  wolde  al  his  covent  hardily ;    2285 
He  bcreth  him  so  faire  and  holily.' 

The  lord,  the  lady,  and  ech  man,  save 
the  frere,  (579) 

Seyde  that  Jankin  spak,  in  this  matere. 
As  wel  as  Euclide  or  [as]  Ptholomee. 
Touchinge  this  cherl,  thoy  seyde,  subtiltee 
And  heigh  wit  made  him  speken  as  he 
spak ;  2291 

He  nis  no  fool,  ne  no  demoniak. 
And  Janldn  hath  y-wonne  a  newe  goune. — 
My  tale   is    doon      we    been    almost    at 
toune.  2294 


Here  endeth  the  Somnours  Tale. 
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THE    CLERK'S    PROLOGUE. 


Here  folweth  the  Prologe  of  the  Clerkes  Tale  of  Oxenford, 


*  Sir  clerk  of  Oxenford,'  our  boste  sayde, 
'  Ye  ryde  as  coy  and   stille  as  dooth  a 

mayde, 
Were  newe  spoused,  sitting  at  the  bord  ; 
This  day  ne  herde  I  of  your  tonge  a  word. 
1  trowe  ye  studie  aboute  som  sophymc,   5 
But^  Salomon  seith,    "every  thing  hath 
tyme." 

For  goddes  sake,  as  beth  of  bettre  chere. 
It  is  no  tyme  for  to  studien  here. 
Telle  us  som  mery  tale,  by  your  fey  ; 
For  what  man  that  is  entred  in  a  pley,  10 
He  nedes  moot  unto  the  plcy  assente. 
Biit  precheth  nat,  as  freresdoon  in  Lente, 
To  make  us  for  our  olde  sinnes  wepe, 
Xe  that  thy  tale  make  us  nat  to  slepe. 

TcUeus  som  meiy  thing  of  aventures; — 

Your    termes,   your    colours,    and    your 

fig^ires,  16 

Kepe  hem  in  stoor  til  so  be  ye  endyte 

Heigh  style,  as  whan  that  men  to  kinges 

•  wryte. 
Spekcth  so  pleyn  at  this  tyme,  I  yow  preye. 
That  we  may  undcrstonde  what  ye  seye.' 

This  worthy  clerk  benignoly  answerde, 
*  Hoste,'  quod  he,  '  I  am  under  your  yerde  ; 
Ye  ban  of  us  as  now  the  goveruaunce. 
And  therfor  wol  I  do  yow  obeisaunce,  . 
As  for  as  reson  axeth,  hardily.  25 

I  wol  yow  telle  a  tale  which  that  I 
Lerncd  at  Padowo  of  a  worthy  clerk. 
As  prevcd  by  his  wordes  and  liis  werk. 


He  is  now  deed  and  nayled  in  his  cheste, 
I  prey  to  god  so  yeve  his  soule  reste !      30 

Fraunceys  Petrark,  the  laurcat  poete, 
Highte  this  clerk,  whos  rethoryke  sweete 
Enlumined  al  Itaille  of  poetrye. 
As  Linian  dide  of  philosophye 
Or  lawe,  or  other  art  particuler  ;  35 

But  deeth,  that  wol  nat  suffre  us  dwellen 

heer 
But  as  it  were  a  twinkling  of  an  ye, 
Hem  bothe  hath  slayn,  and  alle  shul  we 

dye. 
Biit  forth  to  tellen  of  this  worthy  man, 
That  tatighte  me  this  tale,  as  I  bigan,   40 
I  seye    that   first   Avith    heigh    stylo    he 

end5d;eth, 
Er  he  the  body  of  his  tale  wryteth, 
A  proheme,  in  the  which  discryveth  he 
Pemond,  and  of  Saluces  the  contree,      44 
And  speketh  of  Apennyn,  the  hilles  hye. 
That  been  the  boundes  of  West  Lum- 

bardye, 
And  of  Mount  Vesulus  in  special, 
Where  as  the  Poo,  out  of  a  wello  smal, 
Taketh  his  firste  spi'inging  and  his  sours, 
That  estward  ay  cncresseth  in  his  cours  50 
To  Emelward,  to  Fcrrarc,  and  Vcnyse  : 
The  which  a  long  thing  were  to  devyse. 
And  trewely,  as  to  my  jugement. 
Me  thinketh  it  a  thing  imjiertinent. 
Save  that  he  wol  conveyen  his  matere  :  55 
But  this  his  tale,  which  that  ye  may  here.* 
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THE    CLERKES    TALE. 


Here  biginneth  the  Tale  of  the  Clerk  of  Oxenford. 


Thkr  is,  at  the  west  sydo  of  Itaille, 
Doun  at  the  rote  of  Vesulus  the  colde, 
A  lusty  playne,  habundant  of  vitaille, 
Wher  many  a  tour  and  toun  thou  mayst 
biholdc,  60 

That  founded  were  in  tyme  of  fadres  olde, 
And  many  another  delitable  sighte, 
And  Salnces  this  noble  contree  highte. 

A  markis  whylom  lord  was  of  that  londe, 
As  were  his  worthy  eldres  him  bifore  ;  65 
And  obeisant  and  redy  to  his  honde  (10) 
Were  alle  his  liges,  bothe  lasso  and  moi'e. 
Thus  in  delyt  he  liveth,  and  hath  don  yore, 
Biloved  and  drad,  thurgh  favour  of  for- 
tune, 69 
Bothe  of  his  lordes  and  of  his  commnne. 

Therwith  he  was,  to  speke  as  of  linage, 

The  gentillest^  y-born  of  Lumbardye, 

A  fair  persone,  and  strong,  and  yong  of 

age, 
And  ful  of  honour  and  of  curteisj'e  ; 
Discreet  y-nogh  his  contree  for  to  gye,   75 
Save  in  somme  thinges  that  he  was  to 

blamo,  (20) 

And  Walter  was  this  yonge  lordes  name. 

I  blame  him  thvis,  that  he  considereth 
noght  78 

In  tyme  comingc  what  mighte  him  bityde, 
.  But  on  his  lust  present  was  al  his  thoght, 

As  for  to  hauke  and  hunte  on  every  syde  ; 

Wei  ny  alle  othere  cures  leet  he  slj'de, 

And  eek  he  nolde,  and  that  was  worst  of 
aUe,  (27) 

Wedde  no  wyf,  for  noght  that  may  bifalle. 

Only  that  point  his  peple  bar  so  sore,  85 
That  flokniele  on  a  day  they  to  him  wente. 
And  oon  of  hem,  that  wyscst  was  of  lore. 
Or  elles  that  the  lord  best  wolde  assente 


That  ho  sholdo  telle  him  what  his  peple 
mente,  89 

Or  elles  coude  he  shewe  wel  swich  matere, 
He  to  the  marliis  sej'de  as  ye  shul  here. 

'  O  noble  markis,  your  humanitee 
Assureth  us  and  yeveth  us  hardinesse, 
As  ofte  as  tyme  is  of  necessitee  94 

That  we  to  yow  mowe  telle  our  hevinesse 
Accepteth,  lord,  now  for  your  gentillesse. 
That   we   with  pitous  herte   un-to   yow 
pleyne,  (41I 

And  lete  your  eres  nat  my  voys  disdeyne. 

Al  have  I  noght  to  done  in  this  naatere 
More  than  another  man  hath  in  this  place, 
Yet  for  as   muche   as    ye,   my   lord    so 

derc,  loi 

Han  alwoy  shewed  me  favour  and  grace, 
I  dar  the  better  aske  of  yow  a  space 
Of  audience,  to  sliewen  our  requeste, 
And  ye,  my  lord,  to  doon  right  as  yow 

leste.  105 

For  ccrtes,  lord,  so  wel  us  lyketh  yow  (50) 
And  al  your  werk  and  ever  han  doon, 

that  we 
Ne  coude  nat  ns  self  devysen  how 
We  mighte  liven  in  more  felicitee, 
Save  o  thing,  lord,  if  it  your  wille  be,  no 
That  for  to  been  a  wedded  man  yow  leste, 
Than  were  your  peple  in  soverejTi  liertes 

reste. 

Boweth  your  nekko  under  that  blisful  yok 
Of  soveraynetee,  noght  of  servyse. 
Which   that   men  clepeth  spousaille  or 

wedlok  ;  1 15 

And  thenketh,  lord,  among  your  thoghtes 

wyse,  (6o)_ 

How  that  our  dayes  passe  in  sondry  wyse  ; 
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For  though  wo  slope  or  wake,  or  rome,  or 

Ay  fleeth  the  tymc,  it  nil  no  man  abyde. 

And  though  j-ovir  grene  youthe  flotire  as 
yit,  120 

In  crepeth  age  alwey,  as  stille  as  stoon, 
And  deeth  nianaceth  every  age,  and  smit 
In  ech  estaat,  for  ther  escapeth  noon  : 
And  al  so  cortein  as  we  knowe  echoon 
That  wo  shul  deye,  as  imcerteyn  we  alle 
Been  of  that  day  whan  deeth  shal  on  us 
faUe.  (70)  126 

Acccpteth  than  of  us  the  trewe  entente. 
That  never  yet  i-efusoden  your  heste, 
And  wo  wol,  lord,  if  that  ye  wol  assente, 
Chese  yow  a  wyf  in  short  tyme,  atte  leste. 
Born  of  the  gentilleste  and  of  the  meste 
Of  al  this  lond,  so  that  it  oghte  seme 
Honour  to  god  and  yow,  as  we  can  deme. 

Deliver  us  out  of  al  this  bisy  drede, 
And  tak  a  wyf,  for  hye  goddes  sake  ;     135 
For  if  it  so  bifelle,  as  god  forbede,        (80) 
That    thurgh    your   deeth    your    linage 

sholdo  slake, 
And  that  a  straunge  successour  sholde 

take 
Your  heritage,  o  !  wo  were  us  alyvo  ! 
Wherfor  we  pray  you  hastily  to  wy  ve.'  140 

Hir  raeke  preyere  and  hir  pitous  chere 

Made  the  markis  herte  han  pitee. 

'  Ye  wol,'   qviod  ho,    '  myn  owene   pcplo 

dere, 
To  that  I  never  erst  tlioghte  streyne  me. 
I  me  rejoysed  of  my  libertee,  145 

That  selde  tyme  is  founde  in  mariage  ;  (90) 
Ther  I  was  free,  I  moot  been  in  servagc. 

Bat  nathelees  I  see  your  trewo  entente, 
And  tniste  upon  your  wit,  and  have  don  ay ; 
Wherfor  of  my  free  wil  I  wol  assente    150 
To  wedde  me,  as  sone  as  ever  I  may. 
But  ther-as  ye  han  profred  me  to-day 
To  chese  me  a  wyf,  I  yow  relesse 
That  choys,  and  prey  yow  of  that  profre 
cesse.  154 

For  god  it  woot,  that  children  ofte  heen 
TTnlyk  her  worthy  eldres  hem.  bifore ;  (loo) 


Bountoe  cointh  al  of  god,  nat  of  tho  strccn 
Of  which  they  been  engendred  and  y-bore ; 
I  truste  in  goddes  bountee,  and  therfore 
My  mariage  and  myn  estaat  and  reste  160 
I  him  bitake  ;  he  may  don  as  him  leste. 

Lat  me  alone  in  chesinge  of  my  wyf, 
That  charge  up-on  my  bak  I  wol  endure  ; 
But  lyowproye,  andchargoup-onyourlyf, 
That  what  wyf  that  I  take,  yo  mo  assure 
T(}  worshipe  hir,  whyl  that  hir  lyf  may 
dure,  (no)  J 66 

In  word  and  'woi'k,  botho  here  and  every- 
where. 
As  she  an  emperoures  doghter  were. 

And  forthermore,  this  shal  ye  swere,  that 

ye 

Agayn  my  choys  shtil  neither  graccho  ne 
sti-y ve  ;  1 70 

For  sith  I  shal  forgoon  my  libertee 
At  your  requeste,  as  ever  moot  I  thryve, 
Ther  as  myn  herte  is  set,  ther  wol  I  W5rve  ; 
And  but  ye  wole  assente  in  swich  manere, 
I   prey   yow,   speketh    na-more    of   this 
matere.'  .  ("9)  '75 

With  hertlywilthej'sworen,andassenten 
To  al  this  thing,  ther  seyde  no  wight  nay  ; 
Bisekingo    him    of  grace,  er    that    they        i 

wenten. 
That  he  wolde  graiinten  hem  a  certein  day 
Of  his  spousaillc,  as  sone  as  ever  ho  may  ; 
For  yet  alwey  the  pcple  som-what  dreddo 
Lest  that  this  markis  no  wyf  wolde  wedde. 

He  graunted  hem  a  day,  swich  as  him 

leste, 
On  which  ho  wolde  he  wedded  sikerly,  184 
And  seyde,  he  dide  al  this  at  hir  requeste  ; 
And  they,  with  humble  entente,  buxomly, 
Knelinge  up-on  her  knees  ful  reverently 
Him  thankcn  alle,  and  thus  they  han  an 

ende  (132) 

Of  hir   entente,  and   hoom   agaj^n   they 

wende. 

And  heer-up-on  ho  to  his  officeres         190        _, 
Comaundeth  for  the  festo  to  purvcye, 
And  to  his  privee  knightes  and  squyeros 
Swich  charge  yaf,  ashim  liste  on  hem  leye ; 
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And  they  to  liia  coinandoment  obeye, 
And  ech  of  bem  doth  .1I  his  diligence   195 
To  doon  iin-to  the  I'tsto  roverenco.      1 140) 
Explicit  prima  pars. 

Incipit  secunda  pars. 

Noght  ler  fro  thilke  paleys  honurablo 
Ther-a3  this  markis  shoop  his  mariage, 
Ther  stood  a  throp,  of  site  delituble, 
In  -which  that  povre  folk  of  that  village  jwt 
Hadden  hir  bestes  and  hir  herbergage, 
And  of  hir  labour  took  hir  sustenance 
After  that  th'erthe  yaf  hem  habixndancc. 

Amonges   thise   povro  folk   ther   dwelte 

a  man 
Which  tluit  was  holden  povrest  of  hem 

alle ;  205 

But  hye  god  som  tymo  senden  can      (150) 
His  grace  in-to  a  litel  oxes  stalle  : 
Janicula  men  of  that  throp  him  calle. 
A  doghter  hadde  he,  fair  y-nogh  to  sighte, 
And  Grisildis  this  yonge  mayden  hightc. 

But  for  to  speke  of  vertuous  beautee,    2 1 1 
Than  was   she  oou   the   fairestc    under 

Sonne ; 
For  povrelicho  y-fostred  up  was  she, 
No  Ulcerous  lust  was  thurgh  hir  herte 

y-ronne  ;  (158)  214 

Wei  ofter  of  the  welle  than  of  the  tonne 
She  drank,  and  for  she  wolde  vertu  plese, 
She  knew  wel  labour,  but  non  ydel  ese. 

But  thogh  this  maydo  tendre  were  of  age, 

Yet  in  the  brest  of  hir  virginitee 

Ther  was  enclosed  rype  and  sad  corage  ; 

And  in  greet'reverence  and  charitee     221 

Hir  oldo  povre  fader  fostred  she ; 

A  fewo  sheep  spinning  on  feold  she  kopte, 

She  wolde  noght  been  ydel  til  she  slepte. 

And  whan  she  hoomward  cam,  she  wolde 

bringe  225 

Wortes  or  othcro  herbes  tymes  ofte,   (170) 

The  whiche  she  shredde  and  seeth  for  hir 

livinge. 
And  made  Lii'  bed  fxil  hardo  and  no-thing 

softe ; 
And  ay  she  kepte  hir  fadrcs  lyf  on-lofte 
WitheverichobeisauncG  tuid  diligence  230 
That  child  may  doon  to  fadres  reverence. 


Upon  GrLsilde,  this  povro  creature, 
Ful  ofte  sythe  this  markis  sette  his  yH 
As  he  on  hunting  rood  paraventuro  ;    234 
.And  whan  it  til  that  ho  mi;;hto  hircspyo, 
He  noght  with  wantoun  loking  of  folye 
His  yen  caste  on  hir,  but  in  sad  wyse(i8i) 
Up-on  hir  cliere  he  wolde  him  ofte  avyse, 

Commending  in  his  herte  hir  womman- 

hede,  , 

And  eck  hir  vertu,  passing  any  wight  240 
Of  so  yong  age,  as  "v/el  in  chere  as  dedo. 
For  thogh  the  peple  have  no  greet  insight 
In  vertu,  he  considered  ful  right 
Hir  bountee,  and  disposed  that  he  woldo 
Wedde  hir  only,  if  ever  he  weddo  sholde. 

The  day  of  wedding  cam,  but  no  wight 
can  (190)  246 

Telle  what  womman  that  it  sholdo  be  ; 
For  which  raerveillc  wondrcd  many  a  man, 
And  seyden,  whan  they  were  in  privetee, 
'  Wol  nat  our  lord  yet  leve  his  vanitee  ?  250 
Wol  he  nat  wedde  ?  alias,  alias  the  whylo  ! 
Why  wol  he  thus  him-self  and  us  bigyle  ? ' 

But  natheles  this  markis  hath  don  make 
Of  gemmes,  set  in  gold  and  in  asure, 
Broches  and  ringes,  for  Grisildis  sake,  255 
And  of  hir  clothing  took  he  the  mesure 
By  a  mayde,  lyk  to  hir  stature,  (201) 

And  eek  of  othere  ornamentes  alle 
That  un-to  swich  a  wedding  sholde  falle. 

The  tyme  of  undern  of  the  same  day    260 
Approchcth,  that  this  wedding  sholde  be  ; 
And  al  the  paleys  put  was  in  array, 
Bothe  hallo   and   chambres,   ech   in  his 

degree ; 
Houses  of  office  stuffed  with  plentee     264 
Ther  maystow  seen  of  deyntevous  vitaille, 
That  may  be  founde,  as  fer  as  last  Itaille. 

Tills  royal  markis,  richely  arrayed,     (211) 
Lordes  and  ladyes  in  his  companye. 
The  whiche  unto  the  teste  were  y-prayed. 
And  of  his  retenue  the  bachelrye,  270 

With  many  a  soun  of  sondry  melodye, 
Un-to  the  village,  of  the  which  I  tolde. 
In  this  array  the  righto  wey  han  holde. 

Grisilde  of  this,  god  woot,  ful  innocent, 
That  for  hir  shapen  was  al  this  array,  275 
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To  fecchen  -water  at  a  wello  is  went,  (220) 
And  comcth  hoom  as  sone  as  ever  she  may. 
For  v.el  slie  hadde  herd  seyd,  that  thilke 

day 
The    niaikis   sholde   wedde,  and,  if   slie 

niighte, 
She  wolde  fayn  han  seyn  ,som  of  that 

sighte.  280 

She  thoghte,  '  I  -wol  with  othere  maydens 

stonde. 
That  been  my  felawes,  in  our  dore,  and  see 
The  markisesse,  and  therfor  wol  I  fonde 
To  doon  at  hoom,  as  sone  as  it  may  be, 
The  labour  which  that  longeth  un-to  me  ; 
And  than  I  may  at  leyser  hir  biholde,  286 
If  she  this  wey  un-to  the  castel  holde.'  (23 1) 

And  as  she  wolde  over  hir  threslifold  goon, 
The  markis  cam  and  gan  hir  for  to  calle  : 
And  she  set  doun  hir  water-pot  anoon  290 
Bisyde  the  threshfold,  in  an  oxes  stalle. 
And  doun  up-on  hir  knees  she  gan  to  falle, 
And  with  sad  contenance  kneleth  stille 
Til  she  had  herd  what  was  the  lordes  wille. 

This  thoghtful   markis   spak   im-to  this 
mayde  (239)  -93 

Ful  sobrely,  and  seyde  in  this  manere, 
'  ^Vher  is  your  fader,  Grisildis  ? '  he  sayde. 
And  she  with  reverence,  in  humble  chere, 
Answerde,  '  lord,  he  is  al  redy  here.' 
And  in  she  gooth  with-outen  lengor  lette, 
And  to  the  markis  she  hir  fader  fette.  301 

He  by  the  bond  than  took  this  olde  man. 
And   seyde    thus,  whan    he   him    hadde 

asj'de, 
'  Janicula,  I  neither  may  ne  can  304 

Lenger  the  plesance  of  myii  hertc  hyde. 
If  that  thou  vouche-sauf,  what-so  bityde. 
Thy  doghter  wol  I  take,  er  that  I  wende. 
As  for  my  wyf,  un-to  hir  lyvesende.  (252) 

Thou  lovest  me,  I  woot  it  wel,  certeyn. 
And  art  my  feithful  liga  man  y-bore  ;  310 
And  al  that  lyketh  me,  I  dar  wel  soyu 
It  lyketh  thee,  and  specially  therfore 
Tel  mo  that  poynt  that  I  have  seyd  bifore. 
If  that  thou  wolt  un-to  that  purpos  drawe. 
To  take  me  as  for  thy  sone-in-lawe  ? '    315 


This  sodeyn  cas  this  m.an  astoned  so,  (260) 
That  reed  he  wex,  abayst,  and  al  quaking 
He  stood  ;  unnethes  seyde  he  wordes  mo. 
But  only  thus  :  '  lord,'  quod  he, '  my  wil- 
ling 
Is  as  ye  wole,  ne  ayeines  your  lyking  320 
I  wol  no-thuig  ;  ye  be  my  lord  so  dere  ; 
Eight  as  yow  lust  governeth  this  matere.' 

'  Yet  wol  I,'  quod  this  markis  softely, 
'  That  in  thy  chambre  I  and  thou  and  she 
Have  a  coUacion,  and  wostow  why  ?      325 
For  I  wol  axe  if  it  hir  wille  be  (270  > 

To  be  my  wyf,  and  reule  hir  after  me  ; 
And  al  this  shal  be  doon  in  thy  presence, 
I  wol  noght  speko  out  of  thyu  aiidience. ' 

And  in   the    chambre    whyl    they  were 
aboute  33o 

Hir  trctis,  which  as  ye  shal  after  here, 
The  peple  cam  un-to  the  hous  with-oute, 
And  wondred  hem  in  how  honest  manere 
And  tentifly  she  kepte  hir  fader  dere.  (278^ 
But  outerly  Grisildis  wondre  mighte,  335 
For  never  erst  ne  saugh  she  swich  a  sighte. 

No  wonder  is  thogh  that  she  were  astoned 
To  seen  so  greet  a  gest  come  in  that  place  ; 
She  never  was  to  swiche  gestes  woned. 
For  which  she  loked  with  ful  pale  face. 
But  shortly  forth  this  tale  for  to  chace, 
Thise  am  the  wordes  that   the   markis 
sayde  34^ 

To  this  benigne  verray  feithfiil  mayde. 

'  GrisUde,'  he  seyde,  '  ye  shul  wel  under- 

stonde 
It  lyketh  to  your  fader  and- to  me        345 
That  I  yow  wedde,  and  eek  it  may  so 

stonde,  (290) 

As  I  suppose,  ye  wol  that  it  so  be. 
But  thise  demandes  axe  I  first,'  quod  he. 
'  That,  sith  it  shal  be  doon  in  hastif  wyse, 
"Wol  ye  assente,  or  elles  yow  avyse  ?      350 

I  seye  this,  be  ye  redy  with  good  herte 

To  al  my  lust,  and  that  I  frely  may. 

As  me  best  thinketh,  do  yow  laughe  or 

smerte, 
And  never  ye  to  grucche  it,  night  ne  day  ? 
And  eek  whan  I  sey  "ye,"  ne  sey  nat 

"nay,"  355 
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Neither  by  word  no  iVowiiiiig  coutenance  ; 
■Swer  this,  and  here  I  swore  our  ivUiance.' 

Wondring  \ipon  this  word,  quaking  for 
drcde,  (302) 

She  seyde,  '  lord,  undignc  and  unworthy 
Am  I  to  thilko  honour  that  yo  me  bedo ;  360 
But  as  ye  wol  your-self,  right  so  wol  I. 
And  heer  I  swero  that  never  willingly 
In  werk  ne  thoght  I  nil  yow  disobeye, 
For  to  be  deed,  though  me  were  looth  to 
deye.'  (308)  364 

"This  is  y-nogh,  Grisilde  myn  ! '  quod  he. 
And  forth  he  gooth  with  a  ful  sobre  chere 
Out  at  the  dore,  and  after  that  cam  slie, 
And  to  the  peple  he  seyde  in  this  manere, 
'  This  is  my  wyf,'  quod  he,  '  that  standeth 

here.  3''^ 

Honoureth  hir,  and  loveth  hir,  I  preye, 
Wlio-so  me  loveth ;    ther  is  na-more   to 

scye.' 

And  for  that  no-thing  of  hir  olde  gere 
She  sholde  bringe  in-to  his  hous,  he  bad 
That  wommen  sholde  dispoilen  hir  right 
there  ;  (318)  374 

Of  which  thise  ladyes  were  nat  right  glad 
To  handle  hir  clothes  wher-in  she  was  clad. 
But  natheles  this  mayde  bright  of  he  we 
Fro  foot  to  heed  they  clothed  han  al  uewe. 

Hir  hercs  han  they  kembd,  that  lay  un- 

tressed 
Ful  iiidely,  and  with  hir  fingres  smale  380 
A  corone  on  hir  heed  they  han  y-dressed. 
And  sette  hir  ful  of  nowches  gi-ete  and 

smale  ; 
Of  hir  array  what  sholde  I  make  a  tale  ? 
Unnethe  the  peple  hir  knew  for  hir  fair- 

nesse. 
Whan  she  translated  was  in  swicli  rich- 

e^e.  385 

Tliis  markis  hath  hir  spoused  with  a  ring 
Broght  for  the  same  cause,  and  than  hir 
sette  (33 ») 

Up-on  an  hors,  snow-whyt  and  wel  am- 
bling. 
And  to  his  paleys,  er  he  lenger  lette, 
"With  joyful   peple   that   hir   ladde   and 
mette,  390 


Convoyed   hir,    and    thus   the   day   they 

spende 
In  revel,  til  the  Sonne  gan  descende. 

And  shortly  forth  tliis  tale  for  to  chace, 
I  seye  that  to  this  newe  markisesse 
God  hath  swich  favour  sent  hir  of  liis 
grace,  395 

That  it  no  scmed  nat  by  lyklinesse     (340) 
That  she  was  born  and  fed  in  i-udenesse, 
As  in  a  cote  or  in  an  oxe-stallo, 
But  norished  in  an  emperourus  halle. 

To  every  wight  she  woxen  is  so  dere     400 
And  worshipful,  that  folk  ther  she  was 

bore 
And  from  hir  birthe  knewe  hir  yeer  by 

yore, 
Unnethe    trowed  they,    but   dorste   han 

swore 
That  to  Janicle,  of  which  I  spak  bifore, 
She  doghter  nas,  for,  as  by  conjecture,  405 
Hem  thoughte  she  was  another  creature. 

For  thogh  that  ever  vertuous  was  she,  (351) 
She  was  encressed  in  swich  excellence 
Of  thewes  gode,  y-set  in  heigh  bountee, 
And  so  discreet  and  fair  of  eloquence,  410 
So  benigne  and  so  digne  of  reverence, 
And  coude  so  the  peples  herte  embrace. 
That  ech  hir  lovede  that  loked  on  hir  face. 

Xoght  only  of  Saluces  in  the  toun 
Publiced  was  the  bountee  of  hir  name,  415 
But  eek  bisyde  in  many  a  regioun,  (360) 
If  oou  seyde  wel,  another  seyde  the  same  ; 
So  spradde  of  hir  heigh  bountee  the  fame, 
That  men  and  wommen,  as  wel  yonge  a3 

olde, 
Gon  to  Saluce,  upon  hir  to  biholde.      420 

Thus  Walter  lowly,  nay  but  royaUy, 
Wedded  with  fortunat  honestetee. 
In  goddos  pees  liveth  ful  esily 
At  hoom,  and  outward  grace  y-nogh  had 
he;  (368)  424 

And  for  he  saugh  that  under  low  degree 
Was  ofte  vertu  hid,  the  peple  him  helde 
A  prudent  man,  and  that  is  seyii  ful  selde. 

Nat  only  this  Grisildis  thurgh  hir  wit 
Coude  ai  the  feet  of  wyfly  hoomiinesse, 
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Bat  eek,  uhan  that  the  cas  roqiiyred  it, 
The  commane  profit  coiide  slie  rcdrcsse. 
Ther  nns  discord,  ranconr,  ne  hevinesse 
In  al  that  lond,  that  she  ne  conde  apese, 
And  wysly  bringe  hem  alle  in  reste  and 
ese. 

Though  tliat  hir  honslwnde  absent  were 
anoon,  435 

If  gentil  men,  or  othere  of  hir  controe 
Were   wrothe,    she   woldc   bringen   hem 
atoon ;  (3S1) 

So  ^vyse  and  rype  wordes  hadde  she, 
And  jugements  of  so  greet  equitee, 
That  she  from  heven  sent  was,  as  men 
wende,  440 

Peple  to  save  and  every  wrong  t'amende. 

Nat  longe  tyme  after  that  this  Grisild 
Was  wedded,  slie  a  donghter  liatli  y-bore, 
Al  had  hir  lever  have  born  a  luiavo  child. 
Glad  was  tliis  markis  and  the  folk  ther- 
fore ;  445 

For  though  a  mayde  child  come  al  bifore, 
She  may  unto  a  knave  child  atteyne  (391) 
By  lyklihed,  sin  she  nis  nat  bareyne. 

Explicit  secunda  pars. 
Incipit  tercia  pars. 

Ther  fil,  as  it  bifalleth  tymes  mo, 

"VNnian   that  this  child  had   souked    but 

a  throwe,  450 

This  markis  in  his  herte  longeth  so 
To  tempte  his  wyf,  hir   sadnesse   for  to 

knowe, 
That  he  ne  mightc  out  of  his  herte  throwe 
This  merveillous  desyr,  his  wyf  t'assaye, 
Needless,  god  woot,  ho  thoughte  hir  for 

t'affraye.  455 

He  hadde  assayed  hir  y-nogli  bifore,  (400) 
And  fond  hir  ever  good  ;  what  neded  it 
Hir  for  to  tempte  and  alwey  move  and 

more? 
Though  som  men  preise  it  for  a  subtil  wit, 
But  as  for  me,  I  se.ye  that  yvel  it  sit    460 
T'assaye  a  wyf  whan  that  it  is  no  nede, 
And  putten  her  in  anguish  and  in  drede. 

For  which  this  markis  wi'oghte  in  this 

manere  ; 
He  cam  alone  a-night,  ther  as  she  lay, 


With  sterne  face  Mid  -with   fnl   troitblo 
chore,  465 

And  seyde  thus,  '  Grisild,'  quod  he,  'that 
day  (410} 

That  I  yow  took  out  of  your  povre  array. 
And  putte  yow  in  estaat  of  heigh  noblesse. 
Ye  ha%-c  nat  that  forgeten,  as  I  gcsse. 

I  seye,  Grisild,  this  present  dignitee,    470 
In  which  that  I  have  put  yow,  as  I  trowe, 
Maketh  yow  nat  foryetful  for  to  be 
That  I  j'ow  took  in  povre  estaat  ful  lowo 
For  any  wele  ye  moot  your-selven  knowe. 
Tak  hede  of  every  word  that  I  yow  seye, 
Ther  is  no  wight  that  hereth  it  but  we 
tweye.  (420)  476 

Ye  woot  your-self  wel,  how  that  ye  cam 

here 
In-to  this  hous,  it  is  nat  longo  ago, 
And  though  to  me  that  j-o  be  lief  and 

dere, 
Un-to  my  gentils  ye  be  no-thing  so  ;     4<So 
They  seyn,  to  hem  it  is  greet  shame  and 

•\vo 
For  to  be  subgets  and  ben  in  servage 
To  thee,  that  born  art  of  a  smal  village. 

And  namely,  sith  thy  doghter  was  y-bore, 
Thise  wordes  han  they  spoken  doutelees  ; 
But  I  dcsyre,  as  I  have  doon  bifore,  (430) 
To  live  my  lyf  with   hem  in  reste  and 

pecs ; 
I  may  nat  in  this  caas  be  recchelees. 
I   moot  don  with   thy   doghter   for   tho 

beste, 
Nat  as  I  wolde,  but  as  my  peple  leste.  490 

And  yet,  god  wot,  this  is  ful  looth  to  nio  ; 
But  nathelecs  witli-oute  your  witing 
I  wol  nat  doon,  but  this  wol  I,'  quod  ho, 
'  That  ye  to  me  assente  as  in  this  thing. 
Shewe  now  your  pacience  in  your  working 
That  j'e  me  highte  and  swore  in  your 
village  (440)  496 

That  day  that  malccd  was  our  mariagc.' 

Whan  she  had  herd  al  this,  .she  noglit 

amevcd 
Neither  in   Avord,  or   cherc,  or  counteu- 

aunce ; 
For,  as  it  semed,  she  was  nat  agreved :  500 
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Slie  seyde,   'lord,  al  lyth   in  your  I'vlos- 

annee, 
My  child  and  I  with  hcrtly  obeisatince 
Ben  youres  al,  and  yo  mowe  save  or  spille 
Your  owene  thing ;    werketh  after  your 

wille.  504 

Ther  may  no-thing,  god  so  my  sonle  save, 
Lyken  to  yow  tliat  may  displese  me  ;  '450) 
Ne  I  desyre  nothing  for  to  liave, 
Ne  dredo  for  to  lese,  save  only  ye  ; 
Tliis  vi\  is  in  mj-n  herte  and  ay  shal  he. 
No  lengthe  of  tyme  or  doeth   may  this 
deface,  510 

Ne  chaunge  my 'Corage  to  another  place.' 

Glad  was  this  markis  of  hir  answering, 
Bnt  j-et  he  fej-ned  as  he  were  nat  so : 
Al  drery  was  his  chere  and  his  loking 
Whan  that  he  sholde  out  of  the  chamhre 
go.  -  515 

Sone  after  this,  a  furlong  wey  or  two,  (+60) 
He  prively  hath  told  al  his  entente 
Un-to  a  man,  and  to  his  wyf  him  sente. 

A  maner  sergeant  was  this  privee  man, 
The  which  that  feithful  ofte  he  founden 

hadde  520 

In  thinges  grete,  and  eek  swieh  folli  wel 

can 
Don  oxeciicioun  on  thinges  badde. 
The  lord  knew  wel  that  he  him  loved  and 

dradde ; 
And  whan  this  sergeant  wiste  his  lordes 

wille, 
In-to  the   chamhre   he   stalked  hini   fnl 

stille.  525 

'  Madame,'  he  seyde,  '  ye  mote  foryeve  it 

me,  (470} 

Thogh  I  do  thing  to  which   I  am   con- 

streyned ; 
Ye  hen  so  wys  that  ful  wel  knowe  ye 
That  lordes  hestes  mowe  nat    been    j-- 

feyned  ; 
They  mowe  wel  been  biwailled  or  com- 

pleyned,  530 

But  men  mot  nede  un-to  her  lust  obeye. 
And  so  wol  I ;  ther  is  na-more  to  seye. 

This  child  I  am  comanded  for  to  take ' — • 
And  spak  na-more,  but  out  the  child  he 
hente 


Despitously,  ami  gan  a  chere  make       53? 
As  though  ho  wolde  han  slayn  it  er  he 
■wente.  '  (4S0) 

Grisildis  mot  al  snffron  and  consente  ; 
And  as  a  lamb  she  sittethmeke  and  stille. 
And  leet  this  cruel  sergeant  doon  his  wille. 

Suspecious  was  the  diffame  of  this  man. 
Suspect  his  face,  suspect  his  word  also ;  541 
Suspect  the  tyme  in  which  he  this  bigan. 
Alias  !  hir  doghter  that  she  lovede  so 
Slio  wende  ho  wolde  han  slawen  it  right 
tho,  .  544 

But  natheles  she  neither  weep  no  syked. 
Consenting  hir  to  that  the  markis  Ij-ked. 

But  atte  laste  Speken  she  bigan,  (491) 

And  mekelj"  she  to  the  sergeant  preyde. 
So  as  he  was  a  worthy  gentil  man, 
That  she  moste  kisse  hir  child  er  that  it 
deyde ;  550 

And  in  her  barm  this  litel  child  sheleyde 
With  ful  sad  face,  and  gan  the  ehUd  to  kisse 
And  lulled  it,  and  after  gan  it  blisse. 

And  thus  she  seyde  in  hir  benigne  voys, 
'  Far  weel,   my  child ;  I  shal  thee  never 

see ;  555 

■But,  sith  I  thee  have  marked  with  the 

croj-S,  (500) 

Of  thilke  fader  blessed  mote  thou  be. 
That  for  us  deyde  up-on  a  croys  of  tree. 
Tliy  soule,  litel  child,  I  him  bitake, 
I  For  this  night  shaltow  dyen  for  my  sake.' 

I  trowe  that  to  a  norice  iu  this  cas        561 
It  had  ben  hard  this  rcwthe  for  to  se  ; 
Wel  mighte  a  mooder  than   han   crj-ed 

'alias!' 
But  nathelees  so  sad  stedfast  was  she. 
That  she  endured  all  adversitee,  56-; 

And  to  the  sergeant  mokely  she  sayde,  (5103 
'  Have  heer  agayn  j'our  litel  yonge  mayde. 

Goth   now,'   quod    she,    'and   dooth   mj- 

lordes  hestc. 
But  o  thing  wol  I  preye  yow  of  j-our  grace, 
That,  but  my  lord  forbad  yow,  atte  leste 
Burieth  this  litel  body  in  som  place      571 
That  hestes  ne  no  briddes  it  to-race.' 
Bnt  he  no  word  wol  to  that  jiurpos  seye, 
But  took  the  child  and  wente  upon  his 

weye. 
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Tliis  sergeant  cam  \in-toliis  lord  ageyn,575 
Ami  of  Grisililis  wordes  and  hir  chcre  (520) 
He  tolde  him  point  for  point,  in  short  and 

playn, 
And   him  presenteth  with    his   doghter 

dere. 
Somwhat  this  lord  hath  re-wthe   in   his 

man  ere ; 
But  nathelees  his  purpos  heeld  he  stille, 
As  lordes  doon,  whan  they  wol  han  hir 

wille;  581 

And  bad  his  sergeant  that  he  prively 
Sholde  tliis    child   ful   softe   winde   and 

wrappe 
Witli  alle  circumstances  tendrely, 
And  carie  it  in  a  cofre  or  in  a  lappe  ;   585 
But,    np-on   peyne   his    heed    of    for  to 

swappc,  (530) 

Tliat  no  man  sholde  knowe  of  his  entente, 
Xc  whenne  he  cam,  ne  whider  that  he 

wente ; 

But  at  Boloigne  to  his  suster  dere, 

Tliat  thilke  tyme  of  Panik  was  countesse, 

He   sholde   it  take,  and  shewe  hir  this 

matere,  59' 

Bisekinge  hir  to  don  hir  bisinesse 
This  child  to  fostre  in  alle  gentilesse ; 
And  whos  child  that  it  was  he  bad  hir 

hyde 
From   every  wight,   for   oglit   that   may 

bityde.  595  I 

The  sergeant  gooth,  and  hath  fulfild  this  1 

thing ;  f54o) 

But  to  this  markis  now  retoume  we  ; 
For  now  goth  he  ful  faste  imagining 
If  by  his  wyves  chere  he  mighte  sec, 
Or  by  hir  word  aperceyvc  that  she       600 
Were  chaunged ;  but  he  never  hir  coude 

finde 
But  ever  in  oon  y-lyke  sad  and  kinde. 

As  glad,  as  humble,  as  bisy  in  servyse. 
And  eek  in  love  as  she  was  wcmt  to  be, 
Was  she  to  him  in  cvei-y  maner  wyse  ;  605 
Ne  of  hir  doghter  noght  a  word  spak  she. 
Xon  accident  for  noon  adversitee        (551) 
Was  seyn  in  hir,  ne  never  hir  doghter 

name 
Nc  ncmpned  she,  in  ernest  nor  in  game. 
Explicit  tercia  pars. 


Sequitur  pars  quarta. 

In    tliis   cstaat   tber   passed  been   foui'e 

yeer 
Er  she  with  childe  was  ;  but,  as  god  woldc, 
A  knave  child  she  bar  by  this  Walter, 
Ful  gracious  and  fair  for  to  biholde. 
And  whan  that  folk  it  to  his  fader  tolde, 
Nat  only  he,  but  al  his  contrec,  merie  615 
Was  for  this  child,  and  god  they  thanke 

and  herie.  (5<>o) 

Whan  it  was  two  yeer  old,  and  fro  the 

brest 
Departed  of  his  norice,  on  a  day 
This  markis  caughte  yet  anotlier  lest 
To  tempte  his  wyf  yet  ofter,  if  he  may.  tin 
O  needles  was  she  tempted  in  assay  ! 
But  wedded  men  ne  knowe  no  mesure, 
Wlian  that  they  iinde  a  pacient  creature. 

'  Wyf,'  cxuod  this  markis,  '  ye  han  herd  er 

this, 
My  peple  sikly  berth  our  mariage,        625 
And  namely,  sith  my  sone  y-boren  is,  570) 
Now  is  it  worse  than  ever  in  al  our  age. 
The  mui-mur  sleeth  myn  herte  and  my 

corage ; 
For  to  myne  eres    comth    the  voys  so 

smerte, 
That  it  wel  ny  destroyed  hath  myn  herte. 

I  Now  sey  they   thus,    "whan  Walter   is 

agoon,  03 ' 

]  Then  shal  the  blood  of  Janicle  succede 
And  been  our  lord,  for   other  have  we 

noon ; " 
Swiche  wordes   seitK   my  peple,  out  of 

drede. 
Wel  oughte  I  of  swich  murmur   taken 

hedc ;  "35 

For  certeinly  I  drede  swich  sentence,  '580) 
Tliough  they  nat  plcyn   speko  in   myn 

audience. 

I  wolde  live  in  pees,  if  that  I  mighte  ; 
Wlierfor  I  am  di.sposcd  outerly, 
As  I  his  suster  servede  by  nighte,  C^o 

Right  so  thenke  I  to  serve  him  prively  ; 
This  warne  I  yow,  that  ye  nat  sodeynly 
Out  of  your-self  for  no  wo  .sholde  outraye; 
Beth  pacient,  and  ther-of  I  yow  preye.' 


J 
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'I  have,' (juod  she,  ' seyd  thus,  and  ever 
bhnl,  (589J  645 

I  wol  no  thing,  ne  nil  no  thing,  certuyn. 

But  as  yow  list ;  noght  groveth  nie  at  al, 

Thogh  that  my  doghter  and  my  sono  be 
slayn. 

At  your  comandement,  this  is  to  sayn. 

I  have  noght  had  no  part  of  children 
twejTio  650 

But  first  siknesse,  and  after  wo  and  peyne. 

Ye  been  our  lord,  doth  with  ,\our  owene 

thing 
Eight  as  yow  list ;  axeth  no  reed  at  me. 
For,  as  I  lofte  at  hgom  al  my  clotliing, 
"Whan  I  first  cam  to  yow,  right  so,'  quod 

she,  65s 

'  Lefte  I  my  wil  and  al  mj-  lihertee,  (600) 
And  took  yoiir  clothing ;  wherfor  I  yow 

preye, 
Doth  your  plesaunce,    I   wol    your   lust 

obeyc. 

And  certes,  if  I  hadde  prescience 

Your  wil  to  knowe  er  ye  yoiu*  lust  me 

tolde,  660 

I  wolde  it  doon  with-oiiten  necligencc  : 
But  now  I  woot  youi-  lust  aud  what  j-e 

wolde, 
Al    your    plesaunce    ferme     and    stable 

I  holde  ; 
For  wiste  I  that  my  deeth  wolde  do  yow 

ese,  664 

Eight  gladly  wolde  I  dyen,  yow  to  jslese. 

Deth  may  noght  make  no  comparisoun 
Un-to  your  love  : '  and,  whan  this  markis 

sey  (.6n) 

The  Constance  of  his  wyf,  lu-  caste  adoun 
His  yen  two,  and  wondrcth  that  she  may 
In  pacience  suffre  al  this  array.  670 

And  forth  he  gooth  with  drery  conten- 

aunce, 
But  to  his  herte  it  was  ful  greet  plesaunce. 

This  ugly  sergeant,  in  the  same  wyse 
That  he  hir  doghter  caughte,  right  so  he. 
Or  worse,  if  men  worse  can  devj'se,       675 
Hath  hent    hir    sone,    that    ful   was   of 
beaut  ee.  (620) 

And  ever  in  oon  so  pacieut  was  she, 
That  she  no  chere  made  of  hevinesse, 
But  kiste  hir  sone,  aud  after  gan  it  blesse ; 


Save  this;  she  preyed  him  that,  if  he 
mighte,  680 

Hir  litel  sone  he  wolde  in  erthe  grave, 

His  tendre  limes,  delicat  to  sighte, 

Fro  foules  and  fro  bestes  for  to  save. 

But  she  non  answer  of  him  mighte  have. 

He  Avente  his  wey,  as  him  no-thing  ne 
roghte ;  ^  685 

But  to  Boloigne  he  tcaidrely  it  broghte. 

This  markis  wondreth  ever  lenger  the 
more  (631) 

Up-on  hir  pacience,  and  if  that  he 
Ne  hadde  soothly  knowen  ther-bifore, 
That  parfitly  hir  children  lovede  she,  690 
He  wolde  have  wend  that  of  som  subtiltee, 
And  of  malice  or  for  cruel  corage. 
That  she  had  suffred  this  with  sad  visage. 

But  wel  he  knew  that  next  him-self, 
certaj-n,  694 

She  loved  hir  children  best  in  every  wyse. 

But  now  of  wommen  wolde  I  axen  fayn, 

If  thise  assayes  mighte  nat  suffyse  ?    (641) 

^Vhat  coude  a  sturdy  housbond  more 
de\-j-se   . 

To  preve  hir  wj-fliod  and  hir  stedfast- 
nesse,  699 

And  he  continuing  ever  in  sturdinesse  ? 

But  ther  ben  folk  of  swich  condicioun. 

That,  whan  they  have  a  certein  purpos 
take, 

They  can  nat  stinte  of  hir  entencioun. 

But,  right  as  they  were  boundeu  to 
a  stake, 

They  wol  nat  of  that  firste  purpos  slake. 

Eight  so  this  markis  fulliche  hath  pur- 
posed (6501  7o(< 

To  tempto  his  wj'f,  as  he  was  first  disposed. 

He  waiteth,  if  by  word  or  conteuance 
Tliat  she  to  him  was  changed  of  corage  ; 
But  never  coude  he  finde  variance  ;       710 
She  was  ay  oon  in  herte  and  in  visage  ; 
And  ay  the  forther  that  she  was  in  age, 
The  more  trewe,  if  that  it  were  possible, 
She  was  to  him  in  love,  and  more  penible. 

For  which  it  semod  thus,  that  of  hem  two 
Ther  nas  but  o  wil ;  tor.  as  'Walter  leste. 
The  same  lust  was  Mr  plesauce  also,  (661) 
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Anil,  god  be  thanked,  al  fil  for  the  beste. 
She  shewed  wel,  for  uo  worldly  iinreste 
A  wyf,  as  of  hir-self,  no-thing  ne  sholdo 
Wille  in  effect,  but  as  hii-  housbond  wolde. 

The  sclaundre  of  Walter  ofte  mid  wyde 
spradde,  7-- 

That  of  a  cruel  herto  he  -wikkedly, 
For  he  a  povrc  Avomman  wedded  hadde, 
Hath  mordred  bothe  his  children  prively. 
Svvich  murmur  was  among  hem  comunly. 
No  wonder  is,  for  to  the  peplcs  ere  (671) 
Ther  cam  no  word  but  that  they  mordred 
were. 

For  which,  wlicr-as  his  peple  ther-bifore 
Had  loved  him  wel,  the  sclaundre  of  his 
diflame  73° 

Made  hem  that  they  him  hatede  therfore ; 
To  been  a  mordrer  is  an  hateful  name. 
But  nathcles,  for  ernest  no  for  game 
He  of  his  cruel  purpos  nolde  stente  ;      734 
To  tempte  his  wyf  was  set  al  his  entente. 

Whan  that  his  doghter  twelf  yeer  was  of 
age,  (680) 

He  to  the  court  of  Eonie,  in  subtil  wyse 
Enformed  of  his  wil,  sente  his  message, 
Comaunding  hem  swiche  bulles  to  devyse 
As  to  his  cruel  purpos  may  suffyse,       740 
How  that  the  pope,  as  for  his  peples  reste, 
Bad  liim  to  wcdde  another,  if  him  lestc. 

I  seyc,  he  bad  they  sholde  countrefete 
The  i^opes  bulles,  making  mencioun 
That  he  hath  leve  his  firste  wyf  to  lete,  74.5 
As  by  the  popes  dispensacioun,  (690) 

To  stinte  riinconr  and  dissoncioun 
Bitwise  his  pcple  and  him  ;   thus  sej-dc 

the  bulle, 
The  v/hich  they  han  publiced  atte  fulle. 

The  i-ude  peple,  as  it  no  wonder  is,       750. 
Wenden  ful  wel  that  it  had  been  right  so ; 
But  whan  thisc  tydingcs  cam  to  Grisildis, 
I  deme  that  hir  hci-tc  was  ful  wo. 
But  she,  y-lyke  sad  for  evcrmo. 
Disposed  was,  this  humble  creature,      755 
Th'adversitee  of  fortune  al  t'cndure.  (700) 

Abyding  ever  his  lust  and  his  plesaunce. 
To  whom  that  she  was  yeven,  herte  and  al, 
As  to  hir  verrny  worldly  suffisaunce  ; 


But  shortly  if  this  storie  I  t«llen  shal,  760 
This  markis  writen  hath  in  special 
A  lettre  in  which  he  sheweth  his  entente, 
And  secrely  he  to  Boloigne  it  sente. 

To  tli'erl  of  Panik,  which  that  hadde  tho 
Wedded  his  suster,  preyde  he  specially  765 
To  bringen  hoom  agayn  his  children  two 
In  honurable  estaat  al  openlj'.  <7ii) 

But  o  thing  he  him  preyede  outerlj', 
That  he  to  uo  wight,  though  men  wolde 

enquere, 
Sholde  nat  telle,  whos  children  that  they 

were,  77" 

But  seye,  the  mayden  sholde  y-wedded  be 
Un-to  the  markis  of  Salucc  anon. 
And  as  this  erl  was  preyed,  so  dide  ho ; 
For  at  day  set  he  on  his  wey  is  goon 
Toward  Suluce,  and  lordes  many  oon,  775 
In  riehe  array,  this  mayden  for  to  gyde  ; 
Hir  yonge  brother  ryding  hir  bisyde.  (721) 

Arrayed  was  toward  hir  mariagc 

This  fresshe  mayde,  fill  of  gemmes  clere  ; 

Hir  brother,  which  that  seven  yeer  waS  of 

age,  780 

Arrayed  eek  ful  fresh  in  his  manere. 
And  thus  in  greet  noblesse  and  with  glad 

chere, 
Toward  Saluces  shaping  hir  journey, 
Fro  day  to  day  they  ryden  in  hit  wey. 

Explicit  quarta  pars. 
Sequitur  quinta  pars. 

Among  al  this,  after  his  wikko  usage,  785 
This  markis,  yet  his  wyf  to  tempte  more 
To  the  uttereste  preve  of  hif  corage,  (731) 
Fully  to  han  experience  and  lore 
If  that  she  were  as  stedfast  as  bifore. 
He  on  a  day  in  open  audience  7'jQ 

Ful  boistously  hath  seyd  hir  this  sentence : 

'  Certes,  GrisUde,  I  hadde  y-nough  ples- 
aunce 

To  han  yow  to  my  wyf  for  your  goodnease, 

As  for  your  trouthe  and  for  your  ebcis- 
aunce. 

Nought  for  your  linage  uo  for  your 
richesse ;  795 

But  now  knowc  I  in  verray  soothfast- 
nesse  (74°) 
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Thfit  in  gret  lordsliipe,  if  I  wel  avyse, 
Tlier  is  gret  servitiite  in  sondry  wyse. 

I  may  nat  don  as  every  plowman  may  ; 
My  peplo  mo  constroyuoth  for  to  take  800 
Another  wyf,  and  cryon  day  by  daj' ; 
And  oek  the  pope,  rancour  for  to  slake, 
Consenteth  it,  that  dar  I  imdertake  ; 
And  troweliche  thus  muche  I  wol  yow 

seye, 
My  newe  wyf  is  coming  by  the  weye.   805 

Be  strong  of  herte,  and  voyde  anon  hir 
place,    •  (750) 

And  tliilke  dower  that  ye  broghten  mo 
Tak  it  aga>Si,  I  graunte  it  of  my  grace  ; 
Eetournetli  to  your  fadies  hous,'  quod  he ; 
'No  man  may  alwey  han  prosperitee  ;  810 
With  evcno  horte  I  rede  yow  t'endure 
The  strook  of  fortune  or  of  aventure.' 

And  she  answerde  agayn  in  paoience, 
'  My  lord,'  quod  slic,  '  I  woot,  and  wiste 

alway 
How  that  bitwixon  j-our  magnificence  815 
And  my  poverte  no  wight  can  ne  may  (760) 
Maken  comparison  ;  it  is  no  nay. 
I  ne  hecld  me  never  dignc  in  no  manere 
To  be  j'our  wyf,  no,  ne  your  chamberere. 

And  in  this  hous,  ther  ye  me  lady  made — 
The  heighe-god  take  I  for  my  witnesse,  821 
And  also  wisly  he  my  soule  glade — 
I  never  heeld  me  lady  ne  maistresse, 
But  humble  servant  to  your  worthinesse, 
And  ever  shal,  whyl  that  my  lyf  may 
dure,  825 

Aboven  e^■erJ■  worldly  creature.  (770) 

That  ye  so  longe  of  your  benignitee 
Han  holden  me  in  honour  and  nobleye, 
\Vlier-as  I  was  noght  worthy  for  to  be. 
That  thonke  I   god  and  yow,  to  whom 
I  proye  830 

Foryeldo  it  yow  ;  there  is  na-more  to  seye. 
Un-to  my  fader  gladly  wol  I  wende, 
And  with  him  dwelle  un-to  my  lyves  ende. 

Ther  I  was  fostred  of  a  child  ful  smaJ, 
Til  I  be  deed,  my  lyf  ther  wol  I  lode      835 
A  widwe  clene,  in  body,  herte,  and  al.  (780) 
For  sith  I  yaf  to  yow  my  maydenhede, 
And  am  your  trewc  wyf,  it  is  no  drede, 


God  shilde  swich  a  lordes  wyf  to  take 
Another  man  to  housbonde  or  to  make.  840 

And  of  your  newe  wyf,  god  of  liis  grace 
So  graunte  yow  wcle  and  prosperitee  : 
For  I  wol  gladly  yeldcn  hir  my  place, 
In  which  that  I  was  blisful  wont  to  be. 
For  sith  it  lyketh  yow,  my  lord,'  quod 

she,  845 

•  That  whylom  weren  al  myn  hortes  reste, 
That  I  shal  goon,  I  wol  gon  whan  yow 

leste.  (791) 

But  ther-as  ye  me  profre  swich  dowaire 
As  I  first  broghte,  it  is  wel  in  my  minde 
It   were  my  wrecched   clothes,  no-thing 

faire,  850 

The  which  to  me  were  hard  now  for  to 

finde. 
O  gode  god  !  how  gentU  and  how  kinde 
Ye  semed  by  your  speche  and  your  visage 
The  day  that  maked  was  our  mariage  ! 

But  sooth  is  seyd,  algate  I  finde  it  trewe — 
For  in  efi"ect  it  proved  is  on  me —  (800)  856 
Love  is  noght  old  as  whan  that  it  is  newe. 
But  certes,  lord,  for  noon  adversitee, 
To  dyen  in  the  cas,  it  shal  nat  be  859 

That  ever  in  word  or  werk  I  shal  repente 
That  I  yow  yaf  mjTi  herte  in  hool  entente. 

My  lord,  ye  woot  that,  in  my  fadres  place, 
Ye  dede  me  strepe  out  of  my  povre  wede, 
And  richely  me  cladden,  of  your  grace. 
To  yow  broghte  I  noght  elles,  out  of  drede. 
But  fcji;h  and  nakednesse  and  maj-den- 
hede.  l8io;  866 

And  here  agayn  mj-  clothing  I  restore, 
And  eok  my  wedding-ring,  for  evermore 

The  remenant  of  your  jewels  redy  be    869 
In-with  j'our  ehambre,  dar  I  sauily  sayn  ; 
Naked  out  of  my  fadres  hous,'  quod  she, 
'  I  cam,  and  naked  moot  I  turne  agayn. 
Al  your  plesaunce  wol  I  folwen  fayn  ; 
But  yet  I  hope  it  be  nat  your  entente  874 
That  I  smoklees  out  of  your  paleys  wente. 

Ye  coude  nat  doon  so  dishoneste  a  thing. 
That  thilke  wombe  in  which  your  children 
leye  (821) 

Sholde,  biforn  the  peple,  in  my  walking, 
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Be  seyu  al  liaic  ;  wherfor  I  yow  preye, 
Lat  me  nat  lyk  a  worm  go  by  the  weye.  880 
Kemenibre  yow,  myn  owene  lord  so  ilere, 
I  was  jour  wyf,  thogli  I  unworthy  were. 

Wherfor,  iii  guerdon  of  my  maydenhedc, 
NMiich  that  I  broghto,  and  noght  agayn 

I  here,  884 

As  voucheth  sauf  to  yeve  me,  to  my  mede, 
But  swich  a  sinok  as  I  was  wont  to  were, 
That  I  thcrwith  may  wrye  the  wombe  of 

here  (^3') 

That  was  your  wj-f ;  and  heer  take  I  my 

leve 
Of  yow*  myn  owene  lord,  lest  I  yow  greve.' 

'  The  smok,'  quod  he.  '  that  thou  hast  on 
thy  bak,  890 

Lat  it  be  stille,  and  ber  it  forth  with  thee.' 
But  wel  iinnethes  thilke  word  he  spak, 
But  wente   his  wey  for  rewthe   and  for 

pitee. 
Biforn  the  folk  hir-selven  strepeth  she. 
And  in  hir  smok,  with  heed  and  foot  al 
bare,  (839)  89S 

Toward  hir  fader  hous  forth  is  she  fare. 

The  folk  hir  folwe  wepinge  in  hir  weye, 
And  fortune  ay  they  cursen  as  they  goon ; 
But  she  fro  weping  kepte  hir  yen  dreye, 
Ne  in  this  tyme  word  ne  spak  she  noon.  900 
Hir  fader,  that  this  tyding  herde  anoou, 
Curseth  the  day  and  tyme  that  nature 
Shoop  him  to  been  a  lyves  creature. 

For  out  of  doute  this  olde  povre  man 
Was  ever  in  suspect  of  hir  mariage  ;     905 
For  ever  he  demed,  sith  that  it  bigan,(85o) 
That  whan  the  lord  fulfill!  had  his  corage. 
Him  wolde  thinke  it  were  a  disparage 
To  his  estaat  so  lowe  for  t'alighte. 
And  voyden  hir  as  sone  as  ever  ho  mighto. 

Agayns  his  doghtcr  hMstilich  goth  he,  911 
For  he  by  noyse  of  I'olk  knew  hir  rominge. 
And  with  hir  olde  cote,  as  it  niiglite  be, 
He  covered  hir,  ful  sorwefully  wepinge  ; 
But  on  hir  body  mighte  he  it  nat  bringe. 
For  rude  was  the  cloth,  and  more  of  age 
By  dayes  fele  than  at  hir  mariage.      (861) 

Thus  with  hir  fader,  for  a  certeyn  space, 
Dwelleth  this  floiir  of  wyfly  pacience, 


That  neither  by  hir  wordes  ne  hir  face  920 
Biforn  the  folk,  ne  eek  in  hir  absence, 
Ne  shewed  she  that  hir  was  doon  oflFonce; 
Ne  of  hir  heigh  estaat  no  ramembrai\nco 
Ne  hadde  she,  as  by  hir  countenaunce. 

No  wonder  is,  for  in  hir  grete  estaat    925 
Hir  goost  was  ever  in  pleyn  humylitee  ; 
No  tendre  moiith,  non  herte  delicaat,  (871) 
No  pompe,  no  semblant  of  royaltee. 
But  ful  of  imcient  benignitee, 
Discreet  and  prydeles,  ay  honurable,    930 
And  to  hir  housbonde   ever  meke   and 
stable.' 

Men  speke  of  Job  and  most  folr  his  hum- 

blesse, 
As  clerkes,  whan  hem  list,  can  wel  endyte, 
Namely  of  men,  but  as  in  soothfastnesse, 
Thogh   clerkes    preyse  wommen    but    a 

lyte,  935 

Ther  can  no  man  in  hiimblesse  him  ac- 

quyte  (880) 

As  womnian  can,  ne  can  ben  half  so  trewe 
As  wommen  been,  but  it  be  falle  of-newe. 

[Para  Sexta.] 

Fro  Boloigne  is  this  erl  of  Panik  come. 
Of  which  the  fame  up-sprang  to  more  and 

lesse,  .  94« 

And  in  the  peples  eres  alle  and  some 
Was  couth  eek,  that  a  newe  markisesse 
He  with  him  broghte,  in  swich  pompe  and 

richesse. 
That  never  was  ther  seyn  with  mannes  ye 
So  noble  array  in  al  West  Lumbardye.  945 

The  markis,  which  that  shoop  and  knew 
al  this,  (890) 

Er  that  this  erl  was  come,  sente  his  message 

For  thilke  sely  povre  Grisildis  ; 

And  she  with  humble  hertc  and  glad 
visage,  949 

Nat  with  no  swollen  thoght  iu  hii-  corage^ 

Cam  at  his  heste,  and  on  hir  knees  hir 
sette. 

And  reverently  and  wyslj' she  himgrette, 

'  Qrisild,'  quod  he,  '  my  wille  is  outerly, 
This  mayden,  that  shal  wedded  been  to  me, 
Receyved  be  to-morwe  as  royally  95S 
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As  it  possible  is  in  iiiyii  hons  to  be.     (qcxj) 
Ami  eek  tliivt  every  wi^lit  iu  bis  degree 
Have  bis  estaat  in  sitting  and  servyse 
And  heigh  plesaiince,  as  I  can  best  devyse.  I 

I  have  no  woninien  suffisaunt  certayn  960  ' 
The  chanibres  for  t'arraj-e  in  ordinauuco 
Alter  uiy  lust,  and  therf'or  wolde  I  I'nyn 
TJiat  tbyu  were  al  swich  uianer  govern- 

aiince ;  j 

Thou  knowest  eek  of  old  al  my  plesaunce  ; 
Though   tbyu   array  bo   baddc  and  y\'el 

biseyo,  965 

Do  thou  tliy  devoir  at  the  leesto  weye.'  (910) 

'Nat  only,  lord,  that  I  am  glad,"  quod  she, 
'  To  doon  your  lust,  but  I  desyre  also 
Yow  for  to  servo'  and  plese  in  niy  degree 
With-outen  fcjoiting,  and  shal  evernio.  970 
Ne  never,  for  no  wele  ne  no  wo, 
Ne  shal  the  gost  with-m  myu  hertestente 
To  love  yow  best  with  al  my  trewe  entente. ' 

And  with  that  word  she  gan  the  hovis  to 

dighte. 
And  tables  for  to  sette  and  beddes  make  ; 
And  i>eyned    hir    to  doon   al  that    she 

mighte,  (yjo)  976 

Preying  the  chambereres,  for  goddes  sake, 
To  hasten  hem,  and  fasto  swepe  and  shake ; 
And  she,  the  moste  servisable  of  alle, 
Hath  every  ehambre  arrayed  and  hishalle. 

Abouteu  uudern  gan  this  erl  alighte,   981 

That  with  him  broghte  thise  noble  child- 
ren tweyo, 

For  which  the  peple  ran  to  seen  the  sighte 

Of  hir  array,  so  richely  Ijiseye ; 

And  than  at  erst  amouges  hem  they  seye, 

That  Walter  was  uo  fool,  thogh  that  him 
lesto  (930)  986 

To  chaungc  his  wyf,  for  it  was  for  the  beste. 

For  she  is  fairer,  as  they  demen  alle, 
Thau  is  Giisild,  and  more  tcndre  of  age, 
And    fairer    fruit    bitwcne   hem    sholdo 

falle,  990 

And  more  plesant,  for  hir  heigh  linage  ; 
Hir  brother  eek  so  fair  was  of  visage. 
That  heju  to  seen  the  pople  hath  caught 

plesaunce, 
Couiiiiending    now   the    mai'kis    goveru- 

auncc. — 


A  itctor.  '  O  stoiTuy  jieijlc  !  unsad  and  ever 
untrewe !  (939)  995 

Ay  xindiscreet  and  chaunging  as  a  vane, 

Delyting  ever  iu  rambcl  that  is  newe, 

For  lyk  the  mone  ay  wexe  ye  and  wane  ; 

Ay  ful  of  clapping,  dere  y-nogh  a  jane  ; 

Your  doom  is  fals,  your  Constance  y^'cl 
prcveth,  ioo<) 

A  ful  greet  fool  is  he  that  on  yow  Icveth ! ' 

Thus  seyden  sadde  folk  in  that  citee, 
Whan  that  the  pei)le  gazed  up  and  doun. 
For  they  were  glad,  right  for  the  noveltee, 
To  ban  a  newo  lady  of  liir  toun.  1005 

Xa-more  of  this  make  I  now  mencioun ; 
Biit  to  Griisilde  agayn  wol  I  me  dresse,  C951) 
And  telle  hii-  const  ance  and  hir  bisinesse. — 

Ful  bisy  was  Grisilde  in  every  thing 
That  to  the  feste  was  apcrtinent ;         loio 
Kight  noght  was  she  abaystof  hir  clotliing. 
Though  it  were  rude  and  somdel  eek  to- 
rent. 
But  with  glad  chere  to  the  yate  is  went, 
With  other  folk,  to  grete  tlie  mai'kiscsse, 
And  after  that  doth  lorth  hir  bisinesso.  1015 

With  so  glad  chero  his gestes  she  receyveth , 
And  conningly,  everich  in  his  degree,  (961) 
That  no  defauto  no  man  aperceyveth  ; 
But  ay  they  woudren  what  she  mighte  be 
That  in  so  po\re  array  was  for  to  see,  1020 
Ami  coude  swich  honour  and  reverence ; 
And  worthily  they  preisen  hir  prudence. 

In  al  this  meno  whylo  she  ne  stente 
Tliis  mayde  and  eek  hir  brother  to  com- 

mendo 
With  al  hir  hcrte,  in  ful  benigne  entente, 
So   wel,    that   no    man    coudo    hir  prys 

amende.  (970)  1026 

But  atte  laste,  whan   that  thiso  lordea 

wcndo 
To  sitten  doun  to  mete,  he  gan  to  calle 
Grisilde,  as  she  was  bisy  iu  his  halle, 

'  Grisilde,'  quod  he,  liS  it  were  iu  his 
pley,  1030 

'  How  lyketh  thee  my  wyf  and  hir  beautee?' 

•llight  wel,'  quod  she,  'my  lord;  for,  in 
good  fey, 

A  fairer  say  I  never  noon  than  she. 

I  prey  to  god  yevo  hir  prospcritee  ;    "  1034 
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.\iid  so  hojie  1  that  be  wol  to  yow  seudc 
riesance  y-uogli  iin-to  jour  lj-\es  ende. 

0  tiling  biseke  I  yow  and  warne  also,  (981)  ■ 
That  ye  lie  prikke  with  uo  tormcntinge 
This  tcndre  maydou,  as  ye  ban  dou  mo ; 
I'or  she  is  fostrcd  in  hir  norisbinge     1040 
More  tondrely,  and,  to  my  snpijosinge, 
.She  coude  uat  adversitee  endure 

As  coude  a  povre  fostred  creature.' 

And  wban  this  Walter  say  bir  pacience, 
Hir  glade  cberc  and  no  malice  at  al,  1045 
,\jid  be  so  ofte  bad  doon  to  bir  offence, (990) 
And  she  ay  sad  and  constant  as  a  ■\val. 
Continuing  ever  bir  innocence  overal, 
This  sturdy  markis  gan  bis  berte  dresse 
To  rewen  up-on  bir  wjfly  stedfastnesse.  1050 

'This  is  y-nogb,  Grisilde  mj-n,'  quod  be, 
'  Be  now  na-more  agast  no  yvel  a  payed  : 

1  have  thy  fcitb  and  thy  bcnignitee, 
As  wel  as  ever  womman  was,  assaj'ed. 

In  greet  estaat,  and  povrelicbe  arrayed.  1055 

Xow   knowe   I,    dere  wyf,    thy  stcdfast- 

iiesse,' — ■  (1000) 

And  hir  in  armes  took  and  gan  bir  kesse. 

And  she  for  wonder  took  of  it  no  keep  ; 
She  berde  nat  what  thing  he  to  bir  sejde ; 
She  ferdeas  she  bad  stert  out  of^a  sleep, 
TU  she  out  ofhir  masednesse  abreyde.  io6i 
•Grisilde,'  quod  be,  'by  god  that  for  lis 

deyde, 
Thou  art  my  wyf,  ne  noon  other  I  ba\e, 
Xe  never  badde,  as  god  my  soulc  sa^  e  I 

This  is  thy  dogbter  which  thou  hast  sup- 
posed 1065 

To  be  my  wyf;  that  other  feitbfully  (loio 

Shal  be  myn  heir,  as  I  have  ay  purposed  ; 

Thou  bare  him  in  thy  body  trewelj'. 

At  Bol6igne  have  I  kept  beni  pri\elj- ;  1069 

Tak  hem  ugajoi,  for  now  maystow  nat 
seje 

That  thou  liast  lorn  nou  of  thj-  children 
tvfeye. 

And  folk  that  otherwej-ee  ban  seyd  of  me, 
1  wame  bem  wel  that  I  have  doon  this 

dedo 
For  no  malice  uc  for  no  crueltee,         n-';4 


But  for  t'assaye  in  thee  thy  wommanhede, 
And  nat  to  sleei^tny  children,  god  for- 
■    bedel  (1020) 

But  for  to  kepe  hem  prively  and  stille, 
Til  1  thy  purpos  knewe  and  al  thy  wille.' 

^^'ban  she  this  Lerde,  aswowne  doun  she 

falletb  io7(> 

For  pitous  joye,  and  after  bir  swo^vningc• 

She  bothe  bir  yonge  cbUdrcu  un-to  bir 

calletb, 
And  in  hir  armes,  pitously  wepinge, 
Embracetb  horn,  and  tcndrely  kissinge 
Ful  lyk  a  mooder,  with  bir  salto  tores  1084 
She  batlietb  bothe  hir  visage  and  hir  heres. 

O,  which  a  pitous  thing  it  was  to  see  (lo.^o) 
Hir  swowning,  and  hir  bunible  voys  to 

here  ! 
'Orauntmercj',  lord,  that  thanke  I  yow,' 

quod  she, 
'That  ye  ban  saved  me  my  children  dcre! 
Now  rekke  I  never  to   ben   deed  right 

bore ;  1090 

Sith  I  stoude  in  your  love  and  in  your  grace, 
No  fors  of  deeth,  ne  whan  my  sx>irit  pacel 

O  tendre,  o  dere,  o  yonge  cbiklreu  mj'ne, 
Your  woful  mooder  wende  stedfastly  1094 
That  cruel  boundos  or  som  foul  ^■ormJ•ue 
Hadde  eten  yow  ;  but  god,  of  his  mcrcj> 
And  your  benigne  fader  tcndrely  (1041) 
Hath  doon  yow  kept ; '  and  in  that  same 

stounde 
Al  sodeynlj-  she  swapte  adoun  to  grounde. 

And  in  her  swough  so  sadly  boldetb  she 
Hii-   children   two,  whan   she  gan   bem 

t'embrace,  "  noi 

That  with  greet  slcighte  and  greet  difti- 

cultee 
The  children  from  hir  arm  they  gonnc 

arace.  (io47) 

O  many  a  teer  on  many  a  pitous  face  1104 
Doun  ran  of  bem  that  stodou  bir  bisydo  ; 
Unnetho  aboutcu  bir  migbte  they  abjdu. 

Walter  bir  gladeth,  and  hir  sorwe  slaketb; 
She  ryseth  up,  abaysed,  from  hir  traunce, 
Andevery  wight  bir  joye  andfestemaketb, 
Til  she  hath  caught  agayu  liir  conten- 
auute.  1110 
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Waltex-  liir  dcHith  so  feitlifully  i>lfsunncc, 
That  it  was  dcyiitue  for  to  seen  the  chere 
Bit  wixe  hfiii  two,  now  they  beu  met  y-fere. 

Thise  ladyes,  whan  that  thoyhir  tymesay, 
Hau  taken  hir,  and  in-to  clianibre  goon, 
And  strepenhiroitt  of  hir  rude  array,' 1060) 
And  in  a  cloth  of  gold  tliat  brigbto  shoon. 
With  a  coronne  of  maiiy  a  rioho  stoon 
Up-on  hir  hoed,  they  in-tu  halle  bir 
broghtc',  Hi',' 

And  ther  she  was  honoured  as  hir-  oghte. 

Thus  hath  this  pitous  dav  a  blisful  ende. 
For  ever\-  man  ami  wi.>ninian  dooth  his 

might 
This  day  in  murthe  and  revel  to  dispende 
Til  on  the  welkne  shoon  the  sterres  light. 
For  more  solempno  in  every  maames  sight 
This  feste  was,  and  gretter  of  costage,  1 126 
Than  was  the  revel  of  hir  mariage.    (.1071 ) 

Ful  many  a  yeer  in  heigh  prosperitee 
Liven  thise  two  in  concord  and  in  reste, 
And  richely  bis  doghtor  maried  ho      1130 
Un-to  a  lord,  oon  of  tlie  worthieste 
Of  al  Itaille  ;  and  than  in  pees  and  reste 
His  •wj-\-es  fader  in  his  court  he  kepeth, 
Til  that  the  soule  out  of  his  body  crepeth. 

His  sone  succedeth  in  his  heritage        11,^5 
In  reste  and  pees,  after  his  fader  da  j' :  :.io8o) 
And  fortunat  was  eek  in  mariage, 
Al  iJutte  he  nat  his  wyf  in  greet  assaj-. 
This  world  is  nat  so  strong,  it  is  no  nay. 
As  it  hath  been  in  olde  tyrues  yore.     1140 
And  herkneth  what   this   auctovir  seith 
therfore. 

This  stori*  is  seyd,  nat  for  that  wyves 

sholde 
Folwen  Grisilde  as  in  humUitee, 
Fiir  it  were  importal  ile,  t  hough  t  hoy  wolde ; 
But  for  that  e^■ery  wight,  in  his  degree,  1 145 
.Sliolde  be  constant  in  adversitee  (io9</r 
As  was  Grisilde  ;  tliorfor  Petrark  wr\-teth 
This  storie,   which  with  heigh  style   he 

endytoth. 

For,  sith  a  wonimau  was  so  pacient     114.9 
Un-to  a  mortal  man,  wel  more  us  oghte 
liOte^.'Aen  al  in  gree  that  god  us  sent ; 


For  greet  skile  is,  lie  pre  ve  that  he  wroghte. 
But  he  ne  tempteth  no  man  tliat  he  boghte, 
As  seith  seint  Jame,  if  ye  his  pistol  rede  ; 
He  preveth  folk  al  day,  it  is  no  drede,   1 155 

And  suffreth  us,  as  for  ourexcercyse.'  i  loc; 
AVith  sharpo  scourges  of  adversitee 
Ful  ofte  to  be  bote  in  sonilry  wyse  ; 
Nat  for  to  knowe  our  wil,  for  certes  he, 
Er  we  were  born,  knew  al  our  frelctee ;  1 160 
-And  for  our  bcste  is  al  his  govcrnannce ; 
Lat  us  tiian  live  in  vortuous  suff'rauuce.''- 

But  o  word,  lordinges,  herkneth  er  I  go : — 
It  were  ful  hard  tolinde  nowadayes  (1108) 
In  al  a  toun  Grisikles  three  or  two ;  1165 
For,  if  t}iat  they  were  jiut  toswicheassayes, 
The  gold  of  hem  hath  now  so  badde  alaycs 
"\^'■ith  bras,  that  thogli  the  coyne  be  fair 

at  ye, 
It  wolde  rather  breste  a-two  than  plye. 

For  which  heer,  for   the  wj'ves  love  of 
Bathe,  1170 

Whos  lyf  and  al  hir  secte  god  maj-ntene 
In  heigh  maistrye,  and  clles  were  it  scathe, 
I  wol  with  lusty  herto  fresshe  and  grene 
Seyn  yow  a  song  to  glade  j"ow,  I  wene, 
And  lat  us  stinte  of  ernestful  matere  : — 
Herkneth   my  song,   tliat   seith   in   tliis 
mauere.  (1120)  1176 

Lenvoy  de  Chaucer. 
Grisilde  is  deed,  and  eek  hir  pacience, 
And  bothe  atones  buried  in  Itaille  j 
For  which  I  crye  in  open  audience. 
No  wedded  man  so  liardy  be  t'assaille  1 180 
His  wj-vcs  pacience,  in  hox)e  to  finde 
GrisUdos,  for  in  certoin  he  shall  faille  ! 

*  It  stTiiis  to  lutvc  been  Chaucer's  inlaUion, 
in  thvHrsI  inflniicf.  to  end  this  Tale /icrc.  Tfeuci\ 
uh:  find,  in  MSS.  E.  Hn.  Cui.  Dd.,  the  followitui 
genuine,  but  njceted  sto.nzii,  Kuitublc /ur  insertion 
lit  this  point :  — 

Bihold  the  merye  wordes  of  the  Hoste. 

This  worthy  CloiU,  wli^ii  eiulod  w.is  liis  t;i)<.'. 

Our  hoste  seydc,  and  swoor  by  goddes  bones, 

'  Me  were  lever  tliaii  a  barel  r.le 

My  wyf  at  boom  had  lierd  this  legende  oues ; 

Tliis  is  a  geiitil  tale  ior  the  nones, 

As  to  my  purjios,  wistu  ye  luy  wille  ; 

But  thing  that  wol  nat  be,  lat  it  be  slille.' 

Mere  endeth  the  Tale  of  the  Clerk 
of  Oxenford. 
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O  noble  wy ves,  Jul  ot  hcigli  prudence, 
Lat  noon  liumilitee  youi-  tonge  uaille,  1 184 
Ne  lat  no  clerk  have  cause  or  diligence 
To  wrj'to  of yow  a  storie  ofswich  mervaille 
As  of  Grisildis  pacient  and  kinde  ;  (1131) 
Lest  Chichevach'o  yow  SMchve  iu  hir  en- 
traille  ! 

Folweth.  Ekko,  that  holdeth-no  sUence, 
But  evere  answereth  at  the  countretaillo  ; 
Beth  nat  bidaffed  for  your  innocence,   1191 
But  sharply  tak  on  yow  the  governaille. 
Enipriuteth  wel  this  lesson  in  your  minde 
Por  commune  prolit,  sith  it  may  availle. 

Ye  archewy  ves,  stondeth  at  defence,  1 195 
Sinyehe  stronge  as  is  a  greet  camaille;  ( 1 140) 
Nesuifreth  nat  that  men  yowdoon  offence. 
And  sclendre  wyves,  fehlo  as  in  bataiUe, 


1200 


Beth  egre  as  is  a  tygro  yond  in  Inde  ; 
Ay  clap^Jeth  as  a  mille,  I  yow consaille. 

Ne  dreed  hem  nat,  do  hem  no  reverence  ; 
For  though  th;j-u  housbonde  armed  bo  iu 

maLlle, 
The  arwes  of  thy  crabbed  eloquence 
Shal  perce  his  brest,  and  eek  his  aventaille ; 
In  jalousye  I  rede  eek  thou  him  binde,  u'o5 
And  thou  shalt  make  liim  couche  as  dooth 

a  quaille.  ("50) 

If  thou  be  fair,  ther  folk  ben  in  presence 
Show  thou  thy  visage  and  thyn  apparaille ; 
If  thou  be  foul,  be  free  of  thy  dispence,  1209 
To  gete  thee  freendes  ay  do  thy  travaille  ; 
Be  ay  of  chere  as  light  as  leef  on  linde, 
And  lat  him  care,  and  wepe,  and  vvn-ingc, 
andwaiUe!  (i'56) 


Here  endeth  the  Clerk  of  Oxonford  his  Tale. 


THE    MERCHANT'S    PROLOGUE. 


The  Prologe  of  the  Marchantes  Tale. 


WEPiiiG  and  wayling,  care,  and  other 

sorwe 
I  know  y-uogh,  on  even  and  a-morwe,' 
Quod  the  Marchaunt,  '  and  so  don  othere 

mo  1.215 

That  wedded  been,  I  trowe  that  it  be  so. 
For,  wel  I  woot,  it  fareth  so  with  me. 
I  have  a  wj'f,  the  worstc  that  may  be  ; 
Forthogh  the  feend  to  hir  y-coupled  were, 
.She  wolde  him  overmaccho,  I   dar  wel 

swere.  1220 

What  sholde  I  yow  j-eherce  in  special 
Hir  hyc  malice?  she  is  a  shrewc  at  al.  (10) 
Ther  is  a  long  and  large  differenco 
Bitwix  Grisildis  grcto  pacienco 
.^d  of  my  wyf  the  x^assing  cruelteo.    1225 
Were  I  unboundon,  al-so  moot  I  thee  ! 
I  wolJc  never  eft  comen  in  tlic  snai'e. 
We  wedded  men  live  in  sorwe  and  care  ; 


Assaye  who-so  wol,  and  he  shal  flnde 
I  seye  sooth,  by  seint  Thomas  of  Inde,  1230 
As  for  the  more  part,  I  sey  nat  alio. 
God  shildc  tliat  it  sholde  so  bifalle  !     (jo) 

A  !  good  sir  hoost !  I  have  y-wedded  bo 
Thiso  monthes  two,  and  more  nat,  pardee ; 
And  yet,  I  trowe,  ho  that  all  his  lyvo  i-'35 
Wyflcoshath  been,  though  that  men  woldo 

him  i-y  vo 
Un-to  the  herte,  nc  coudc  in  no  manero 
Tellen  so  muehel  sorwe,  as  I  now  here 
Coudo  tellen  of  my  wy  vus  cursednesse  ! ' 

'  Now,'  quod  our  hoost,  '  Marchaunt,  so 
god  yow  blesse,  1240 

Sin  ye  so  muehel  knowen  of  that  art, 
Ful  hertely  I  pray  yow  telle  us  part.'  (30) 

•  Gladly,'  quod  ho,  '  but  of  myn  oweno 
sore, 
For  sory  herte,  I  telle  may  na-more.'  1244 
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THE    MARCIIANTES    TALE. 


Here  biginneth  the  Marchantes  Tale. 


Wiiri,OMthor-\vnsdwcllinge in  Liimbardye 
A  woi-tliy  knight,  tliat  born  was  of  Pa^•ye, 
In  which  he  lived  in  greet  prosperitee  ; 
And  sixty  yeer  a  ^\yflecs  man  was  he, 
And  folwed  ay  his  bodily  delyt 
On  wommen,  ther-as  was  his  appetyt,  1250 
As  doon  tliise  I'oles  that  lien  sec.uleer. 
And  whan  that  ho  was  passed  sixty  yeer, 
Were  it  for  holinesse  or  for  dotage, 
lean  natseye,  but  swich  ag^eet  corage,  (10) 
Hadde  this  knight  to  been  a  wedded  man. 
That  day  and  night  he  dooth  al  that  he  can 
T'espyen  where  he  niighte  wedded  be; 
Preyingooiir  lord  to  granten  him,  that  he 
Mighto  ones  knowe  of  thilke  blisful  lyf 
That  is  bitwi.Ke  an  honsbond  and  his  wj-f ; 
And  fortolive  under  that  holy  bond     1261 
AYith   which    that    first    god    man    and 

womman  bond. 
'Nou  other  Ij'f,'  seydehe,  'is worth  a  bene; 
For  wedlok  is  so  csy  and  so  clone,         (20) 
That  in  this  world  it  is  a  paradys.'       1265 
Thiis  seyde  this  olde  knight,  that  was  so 

wys. 
And  certeinly,  as  sooth  as  god  is  king, 
To  take  a  wyf,  it  is  a  glorious  thing. 
And  namoly  whan  a  man  is  old  and  hoor : 
Tlianne  is  a  wyf  the  fruitof  his  tresor.  1270 
Than  sholde  he  take  a  yong  wyf  and  a  feir. 
On  which  he  mighte  engendren  him  an 

heir,  x 

And  lede  his  lyf  in  jcye  and  in  solas, 
Wher-as  thise  bacheleres  singe  'alias,'  (30) 
Whan  that  they  finden  any  adversitee  1275 
In  love,  which  nis  but  childish  vanit«e. 
And  trewely  it  sit  wel  to  be  so. 
That  bacheleres  have  often  peyne  and  wo ; 
On  brotel  ground  they  builde,  and  brotel- 

nesso  1279 

They  finde,  whan  they  wene  sikernesse. 


They  live  bxit  as  a  brid  or  as  a  beste, 
In  libertee,  and  tinder  non  arcstje, 
Ther-as  a  wedded  man  in  his  cstaat 
Liveth  a  lyf  blisful  and  ordinaat, 
Under  the  yok  of  mariago  y-bounde  ; 


(40) 
1285 


Wel  may  his  herte  in   joye   and  blisse 

habounde. 
For  who  can  bo  so  buxom  as  a  wyf  f 
Who  is  so  trewe,  and  eek  so  ententj-f 
To  kepe  him,  syk  and  hool,  as  is  his  make  ? 
For  wele  or  wo,  she  wol  him  nat  forsake. 
She  nis  nat  wery  him  to  love  and  serve, 
Thogh  that  he  lye  bcdrede  til  he  sterve. 
And  yet  sommc  clerkes  seyn,  it  nis  nat  so, 
Of  whiche  he,  Theofraste,  is  oon  of  tho.  (50) 
What  force  though  Theofraste  liste  lye  ?i  295 
'Ne  take  no  wyf,'  quod    ho,    'for   hous- 

bondrye, 
As  for  to  spare  iu  lioushold  thy  dispence; 
A  trewe  servant  dooth  more  diligence, 
Tliy  good  to  kepe,  than  thyn  owcne  wyf. 
Forshe wolclayme half partal hir Ij-f ;  ijotj 
And  if  that  thou  be  syk,  so  god  me  save. 
Thy  verray  frendes  or  a  trewe  knave 
Wol  kepe  thee  bet  than  she  that  waitethay 
Alter  tliy  good,  and  hath  don  many  a  day." 
And    if    thou    take    a   wyf    un-to   thyn 
hold,  (61)  [T.  om. 

Ful    lightly     maystow     been     a     coke- 
wold.  1306  [T.  om. 
This  sentence,  and  an  hundred  thinges 

worse, 
Wiyteth  this  man,  ther  god   his  bones 

corse  ! 
But  take  no  kepe  of  al  swich  vanitee  ; 
Dcffye  Theofraste  and  herke  me.  1310 

A  wyf  is  goddes  yifte  verraily  ; 
Alle  other  raaner  yiftes  hardily, 
As  londes,  rentes,  pastxire,  or  commune. 
Or  nioebles,  alle  ben  yiftes  of  fortune,    (70) 
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That  xiasson  as  a  sliadvvc  upon  a  ^val.    1315 
But  .Irodclees,  if  iiloynly  speko  I  slial, 
A  -w^-t'wol  lasto,  and  in  tlij-nhous  endure, 
Wei  longer  than  thee  list,  paraventiu-e. 

Mariago  is  a  ful  gret  sacrcment ; 
He  which  that  liath  no  ■wj-f,  I  holde  him 

shent ;  1320 

He  liveth  helpless  and  al  desolat, 
I  speke  of  folk  in  seculcr  estaat. 
And  herke  'why,  I  sey  n  at  th  is  for  noght,(79) 
That  womniau  is  for  niannosholp  y-^vTOght. 
The  hyegod,  whan  ho  hadde  Adammaked, 
Andsaugh  him  al  allonc,  hely-naked,  1326 
God  of  his  gi'ete  goodnesse  seyde  than, 
'  Lat  us  now  make  an  help  un-to  this  man 
Lyk  to  him-self;'    and  thanne  he  naade 

him  Eve.  1329 

Heer  may  ye  se,  and  heer-by  may  ye  preve, 
Tliat  wyf  is  mannos  help  and  liis  confort, 
His  paradys  terrestre  and  his  disport 
So  huxom  and  so  vertuous  is  she, 
They  mostc  nodes  live  in  unitee.  (90)  1334 
O  flesh  they  been,  and  o  flesh,  as  I  gesse. 
Hath  butonhcrte,  in  wele  and  in  distresse. 

A  wyf !  a  !  Seinte  Marie,  herCcite  ! 
How  mighte  a  man  han  any  adversitee 
That  hath  a  wyf?  certes,  I  can  nat  seye.  1339 
The  blisse  which  that  isbitwixe  hemtweye 
Ther  may  no  tonge  telle,  or  herte  thinks. 
If  he  bo  povTC,  she  helpeth  him  to  swinke ; 
She  kepcth  his  good,  and  wasteth  never 

a  dcel ; 
Al  that  hir  hoxisbondo  lust,  hir  lyketh 

■weel ;  (100) 

She  seith  not  ones  'nay,' when  he  seith 

'yc.'  1345 

'  Do  this,'  seith  he ;  '  al  red j',  sir,'  seith  she. 
O  blisful  ordre  of  wedlok  precious, 
Thou  art  so  mery,  and  eok  so  vertuous, 
And  so  commended  and  approved  eek. 
That  every  man  tliat  halt  Jiim  worth  a 

leek,  1350 

Up-on  his  bare  knees  oghtc  al  his  lyf 
Thanken  his  god  that  him  liatli  sent  a 

wyf; 
Or  elles  preye  to  god  liim  for  to  sonde 
A  wyf,  to  laste  un-to  his  lyves  endo.    (no) 
For  thanne  his  lyf  is  set  in  sikcmesse  ;  1355 
Ho  m.ay  nat  be  deccyved,  as  I  gesse. 
So  that  he  werke  after  his  wyves  reed  ; 
Tlian  may  he  boldly  beren  up  his  heed, 


They  been  so  trowe  and  tlior-wiih-al  so 

wyse; 
For  which,  if  thou  wolt  "werken  as  the 

wyse,'  1360 

Do  alwey  so  as  wommen  wol  thee  rede. 
Lo,  how  that  Jacob,  as  thise  clerkcs 

rede, 
By  good  con  soil  of  liis  modor  Rebekke, 
Bond  the  kides  skin  aboute  his  neldve ;  (120) 
Thurgh  wliich  his  fadres  benisoun  he  wan. 

Lo,  Judith,  as  the  storie  eek  telle  can, 
By  wys  conscil  she  goddes  peple  kepte, 
And  slow  him,  Olofornus,  whyl  he  slepte. 
Lo  Abigayl,  by  good  conseil  how  she  1360 
Saved  hir  housbond  Xabal,  whan  that  he 
Sholde  han  be  slajrn  ;  and  loko,  Ester  also 
By  good  conseil  delivered  out  of  wo 
The  peplo  of  god,  and  made  him,  Mar- 

dochee, 
Of  Assnere  enhaunced  for  to  be.  (130) 

Ther  nis  no-thing  in  gree  superlatyf,  1375 
As  seith  Senek,  above  an  humble  wyf. 

Suffre  thy  wyves  tonge,  as  Caton  bit ) 
She  shal  comande,  and  thoxi  shalt  suffren 

it; 
And  yet  she  wol  obeye  of  curtcisyo. 
A  wyf  is  keper  of  thyn  housbondryo  ;  1380 
Wei  may  the  syke  man  biwaille  andwcpo, 
Ther-as  ther  nis  no  wyf  the  hous  to  Icepe. 
I  wame  thee,  if  wysly  thou  wolt  wirche. 
Love  wel  thy  vryf,   as   Crist  loveth   his 

chirche.  (140)  '3*^4 

If  thou  lovcst  thy-self,  thoulovest  thy  wyf; 
Xo  man  hatcth  his  flesh,  but  in  his  lyf 
He  fostreth  it,  and  therforo  biddo  I  thee, 
Cherisso  thy  wyf,  Oi"  thoii  shalt  never  thee. 
Housbond  and  wyf,  what  so  men  jaioe  or 

pleyc. 
Of  worldly  folic  holden  the  siker  weye  ;  1390 
They  been  so  knit,  ther  may  noon  harm 

bityde  : 
And  namely,  uji-on  the  wyves  syde. 
For  which  this  .Januarie,  of  whon\  I  tolde, 
Considered  hath,  inwith  his  dayesolde,(i5o) 
I  The  lusty  lyf,  the  vertuous  quiete,        1305 
That  is  in  mariage  hony-sweto  ; 
And  for  his  freondcs  on  a  day  ho  scnte, 
To  tellen  hem  th'efi"cct  of  his  entente. 
With  face  sad,  his  tale  ho  hath  hem 

told  ;  1309 

He  seyde,  '  freendes,  I  am  lioor  and  old, 
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A\v\  iilinost,  god  wot,  on  my  pities  briiiko  ; 
Up-on  my  soulo  sonnvliat  inosto  I  thinke. 
I  have  my  body  folily  despendpd  ;       (150) 
Blessed  ho.  god,  that  it  slial  boon  amended  ! 
For  I  wol  be,  certeyn,  a  wedded  man,  1405 
And  that  anoon  in  al  the  haste  I  can, 
t'n-to  soni  maydo  fair  and  tendro  of  age. 
I  prey  yow,  shapetli  for  my  mariage 
Al  sodeynly,  for  I  wol  nat  abyde  ; 
And  I  wol  fonde  t'espyen,  on  my  syde,  1410 
To  whom  I  may  bo  wodded  hastily. 
But  for-as-mnclio  as5  ,yo  ben  mo  than  T, 
Ye  shnllen  rather  swach  a  thing  ei;pyen 
Than  I,  and  wher  mo  best  wore  to  allyon. 
But  o  thing  waimo  T  yow,  my  freendes 

(lore,  (171)  1415 

I  wol  non  old  wyf  han  in  no  manore. 
She  shal  nat  passe  twent5f  yeer,  certayn ; 
Old  fish  and  yong  flesh  woldo  I  have  fnl 

fayn. 
Bet  is,'  q\io<l  he,  '  a  pyk  than  a  pikerel ; 
And  bet  than  old  bocf  is  the  tendre  veol. 
I  wol  no  womman  thritty  yeer  of  age,  142 1 
Tt  is  but  bcno-straw  and  greet  forage. 
And  oek  thise  oldo  wi<lwt.'S,  god  it  woot. 
They  conne  so  mnchel   craft  on  Wades 

boot,  (iSo) 

So  mnchel  broken  harm,  whan  that  hem 

lesto,  1425 

That  with  hem  sholde  I  never  live  in  reste. 
For  sondry  scoles  maken  sotil  clerkig  ; 
Womman  of  manyc  sooles  half  a  clerk  is. 
But  certeynly,  a  yong  thing  may  men  gye, 
Right  as  men  may  warm  wex  with  handes 

plye.  •  1430 

Whertbrc  I  sey  yow  pleynly,  in  a  clause, 
I  wol  non   old  -wj-f  han   right  for  this 

cause.  (188) 

For  if  so  wore,  I  haddc  swich  niischaTince, 
That  I  in  hir  ne  coude  han  no  plesaiince, 
Thanno  sholde  I  lede  my  lyf  in  avontrye, 
And  go  streight  to  the  dovel,  whan  I  dye. 
No  children  sholde  I  none  np-on  hir  getcn; 
Yet  were  me  lever  houndcs  had  nie  etcn, 
Than  that  myn  heritage  sholde  falle    1439 
In  Btranngo  hand,  and  this  I  tell  yow  alle. 
I  dote  nat,  I  woot  the  cause  why 
Men  sholdo  wedde,  and  fortherniore  wot  I, 
Tlior  spekcth  many  a  man  of  mariage, 
That  woot  na-more  of  it  than  woot  ray 

page,  (200)  1444 


For  whicho  causes  man  sholde  tako  a  w\-f. 
If  ho  no  may  nat  liven  chast  his  lyf, 
Take  him  a  wyf  with  greet  devocionn, 
By-cause  of  leveful  procreacioun 
Of  children,  to  th'onour  of  god  above. 
And  nat  only  for  paramour  or  love  ;    1450 
And  for  they  sholde  lechcryo  eschne. 
And  yelde  hir  dettes  whan  that  they  ben 

due ; 
Or  for  that   ech  of  hem  sholde  helpen 

other  (2oot 

In  meschief,  as  a  suster  shal  tlie  brother : 
And  live  in  chastitee  ful  liolily.  1455 

But  sires,  by  your  leve,  that  mw  nat  T. 
For  god  be  thanked,  I  dar  mako  avaunt, 
I  felc  my  limes  stark  and  suflisaunt 
To  do  al  that  a  man  bilongeth  to  ; 
I  woot  my-selven  best  what  I  may  do.  1460 
Though  I  be  hoor,  I  faro  as  dooth  a  tree 
That  blosmeth  er  that  fruyt  y-woxen  be : 
A  blosmy  tree  nis  neither  drj-o  no  deed. 
I  fole  mc  nowher  hoor  but  on  myn  heed  : 
Myn  herte  and   alio  my  limes  been  as 

greno  (221)  1465 

As  laurer  thurgh  the  yeer  is  for  to  sene. 
And  sin  that  ye  han  herd  al  myn  entente. 
I  prey  yow  to  my  wil  ye  wole  assente.' 

Diverse  men  diversely  him  tolde 
Of  mariage  manye  ensamples  olde,      1470 
Somme  blame'l    it,   somnie    preysed    it. 

certeyn  ; 
But  atte  laste,  shortly  for  to  seyn. 
As  al  day  falleth  altercacioun  1473 

Bitwixen  freendes  in  disputisoun,       (230) 
Ther  fil  a  stryf  bitwixe  his  bretheren  two. 
Of  whiche  that  oon  was  cleped  Placebo, 
Justinus  soothly  called  was  that  other. 
Placebo  seyde,  '  o  .lannaric,  brother, 
Ful  lite!  ncdo  had  ye,  my  lord  so  dere, 
Conseil  to  axe  of  any  that  is  here  ;       1480 
But  that  ye  been  so  ful  of  sapience, 
That    yow  ne  lyketh,   for  your    heighe 

prudence, 
To  weyven  fi'o  the  word  of  Salomon. 
This  word  seyde  he  un-to  us  everichon ; 
"  Wirk  alle  thing  by  conseil,"  thus  seyde 

he,  (241)  14S5 

•'  And  thannc  shaltow  nat  ropento  thee." 
But  though  that  Salomon    spak   swicli 

a  word, 
Myn  owene  dere  brother  and  my  lord. 
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So  wisly  god  tnj-  soiile  Lringe  at  reste, 
I  liolii  your  o-wono  conaeil  is  tho  boste.  1400 
Tor  brother  myn,  of  mo  talc  this  motyf, 
I  havo  now  been  a  court-man  nl  my  lyf. 
And  god  it  woot,  though  I  nnworthy  he, 
I  have  stonden  in  ful  greet  degree       (250) 
Abonten  lordes  olfnl  heigh  estaat  ;      1495 
Yet  hadde   I   never  witli   noon  of  hem 

debaat. 
I  never  hem  contraricd,  trewely; 
I  woot  -vvol  Ihat  my  lord  can  more  than  T. 
What  that  he  seith,  I  holde  it  ferme  and 

stable ; 
I  seye  the  same,  or  elles  thing  semblable. 
A  fill  gret  fool  is  anj-  conseillonr,         1501 
That  serveth  .any  lord  of  heigh  honour, 
That  dar  presume,  or  olios  thenken  it. 
That  his  conseil  sholde  passe  his  lordes 

■wit.  (260) 

Nay,  lordes  been  no  foles,  by  my  fay;  1505 
Ye  lian  your-selven  showed  heer  to-day 
.So  heigh  sentence,  so  holily  and  wool, 
That  I  consente  and  conferme  every-deel 
Your  wordes  alle,  and  your  opinioun.  1509 
By  god,  thor  nis  no  man  in  al  this  toun 
N'in  al  Itaillo,  that  coude  bet  ban  sayd  ; 
Crist  halt  him  of  this  conseil  wel  apayd. 
And  trewely,  it  is  an  heigh  corage 
Of  any  man,  that  stapen  is  in  age,      (270) 
To  take  a  yong  -w^f ;  by  my  fader  kin, 
Your  horto  hangcth  on  a  joly  pin.        1516 
Doth  now  in  this  matere  right  as  yow 

leste, 
For  finally  I  holde  it  for  the  beste.' 

Justinus,  that  ay  stille  sat  and  horde. 
Right  in  this  'wysc  to  Placebo  answerdo  : 
•  Now  brother  myn,  be  paeient,  I  preyc, 
Sin  ye  han  seyd,  and  herkneth  what  I 

eeye.  1522 

Senok  among  his  othere  wordes  wyse 
Seith,  that  a  man  oghto  him  right  wel 

avyse,  (280) 

To  whom  he    yeveth    his   lond    or   his 

catel.  J525 

And  sin  I  oghto  avyso  me  right  wel 
To  whom  I  yeve  my  good  awey  fro  me, 
Wel  muchel  more  I  oghte  avysed  be 
To  whom  I  yeve  my  l)ody  ;  for  alwoy 
I  warn  6  yow  wel,  it  is  no  childes  ])lcy  1530 
To  take  a  wyf  with-<")uto  avysement. 
Men  moste  cnqnere,  this  is  myn  assent, 


Wlier  she  bo  wys,  or  sobre,   or  dronko- 
lewe,  (289) 

Or  proud,  or  elles  other-weys  a  shrewo  ; 
A  chydester,  or  wastour  of  thj'  good,   15,15 
Or  richc,  or  poore,  or  elles  mannish  wood. 
Al-be-it  so  that  no  man  finden  shal 
Noon   in   this  world  that   trotteth   hool 

in  al, 
Ne  man  ne  beest,  swicli  as  men  coude 

de\'yso  ; 
But  nathelees,  it  oghte  y-nonghsuihse  1540 
With  any  wyf,  if  so  wero  that  she  h.acbb^ 
Mo  gode  thewes  than  hir  vyces  badde  ; 
And  al  this  axeth  leyser  for  fenquerc. 
For  god  it  woot,  I  have  wept  many  a  tero 
Fal  prively,  sin  I  have  had  a  wyf.  (,301)  1545 
Preyso  who-so  wole  a  wedded  mannos  lyf, 
Certcin,  I  finde^n  it  but  cost  and  care. 
And  observances,  of  alle  blisses  bare.  154S 
And  yet,  god  woot,  mynoighoboresabonto. 
And  namely  of  wommen  many  a  route. 
Soyii  that  I  have  the  moste  stcdefast  w.^f, 
And  eek  the  mekeste  oon  that  bcreth  lyf. 
But   I  wot  best  wher  wringeth  me  my 

sho.  (,^09) 

Ye  mowp,  for  mo,  right  as  yowlyketh  do; 
Avyseth  yow,  ye  been  a  man  of  ago,     1555 
How  that  yo  entren  in-to  mariage. 
And  namely  with  a  yong  wyf  and  a  fair. 
By  him  that  made  water,  crthe,  and  air, 
Tlie  yongost  man  that  is  in  al  this  route 
Is  bisy  y-nogh  to  bringon  it  aboute      j^fn-) 
To  han  his  Tiyf  allone,  trusteth  me. 
Ye  shul  nat  plcsc  hir  fully  yeres  three. 
This  is  to  soyn,  to  doon  hir  fulplesatince. 
A  Avyf  axcth fulmanyan  observaunco.  (120) 
I  prey  yow  that  ye  be  nat  yvel  apayd.' 
'  Wel,'  quod  this  Januarie, '  and  hastow 

sayd  ?  15''^' 

Straw  for  thy  Senek,  and  for  thy  pro- 

verbes, 
I  counte  nat  a  panier  ful  of  horbes 
Of  scole-termes  ;  wyser  men  than  thow. 
As  thou  hast  herd,  assonteden  right  now 
To  my  purjios  ;  Placebo,  what  pay  yo  ?' 
'  I  seye,  it  is  n  cursed  naan,'  qnod  he, 
'  Tliat  letteth  niatrimoine,  sikerly.'     (329) 
And  with  that  word  they  ryson  sodeynly. 
And  been  assented  fully,  th.it  lie  sholde 
Bo  wedded  whanne  liim.  list  and  wher  ho 

wolde.  157^ 
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Heigh  I'anttvsye  anil  curious  bisinesse 
Pro  day  to  day  gan  in  the  sonle  improsse 
Of  Januaric  abouto  his  niariage. 
Many  fair  shap,  and  many  a  fair  visage 
Ther  passeth  thiirgh  his  herte,  night  by 

night.  (j?7)  15S1 

As  who-so  toke  a  mironr  ixjlished  bright, 
And  sette  it  in  a  commune  market-plaoc, 
Than  shokle  he  see  many  a  figure  i)ace 
By  his  mironr  ;  and,  in  tlie  same  wyse, 
Gan  Januarie  inwith  his  tlioght  devyse 
Of  maydens,  whiche  that  dwelten  him 

bisyde.  1587 

He  wiste  nat  wher  that  he  mighte  abyde. 
For  if  that  oon  have  tjoauteo  in  hir  face, 
Another  stant  so  in  the  peples  grace  1590 
For  hir  sadnesse,  and  hir  benignitee, 
That  of  the  peple  gi-ettest  voys  hath  she. 
And  somme  were  riche,  and  haddcn  badde 

name.  (349'* 

But  uathelees,  bitwixe  ernest  and  game, 
He  atte  laste  apoynted  him  on  oon,      1595 
And    leet   alle    othere    frona    liis    herte 

goon, 
And  chees  hir  of  his  owene  auctoritee  ; 
For  love  is  blind  al  day,  and  may  nat  see. 
And  whan  that  he  was  in  his   bed  y- 

broght. 
He  purtreyed,  in  liis   lierto    and   in  his 

thoght,  1600 

Hir  fresshe  beautee  and  hir  age  tendre, 
Hir  myddel  smal,  hir  aimes  longe  and 

sclendre, 
Hir  wyse  governaunce,  hir  gentillesse, 
Hir  wommanly  beringe  and  hir  sadnesse. 
And   whan    that    he    on    hir  was   con- 
descended, (361)  i6t)5 
Him  thoughte  his  chois  miglite  nat  ben 

amended. 
For  whan  that  he   him-self   concluded 

hadde, 
Him'thonghte  cch  other  manues  wt  so 

badde, 
That  iupossible  it  were  to  replyo 
Agayn  his  chois,  this  was  hisfantasye.  1610 
His  freendes  sente  ho  to  at  his  instannce. 
And  preyed  hem  to  doou  him  that  ples- 

aunce, 
That  hastily  they  wolden  to  him  come  ; 
He  wolde  abregge  hir  labour,  alle  and 

some,  (370)  1614 


;  Nedeth  na-niore  for  liiia  to  go  ne  rj-de, 
Ho  was  aix)ynted  ther  he  wolde  abyde. 

Placebo  cam,  and  cek  his  I'roendes  sonc. 
And  aldertirst  he  bad  hem  alle  a  bono, 
That  noon  of  hem  none  argumontfs  make 
Agayn  the  purpoa  which   that   he  hath 

tiike ;  1620 

'  Which  purpos  was  plesant  to  god,'  se^'do 

lie, 
'  And  verray  ground  of  his  prosperitoe.' 
He  seyde,  ther  was  a  n)ayden  in  the 

toun. 
Which  that  of  bcaiitee  hadde  greet  rc- 

noun,  (380) 

Al  were  it  so  she  were  of  smal  degree  ;  16J5 
Snifyseth  him  hir  j-outlie  and  hir  beautee. 
Which  mayde,  ho  seyde,  he  wolde  han  t» 

his  wyf. 
To  lede  in  ese  and  holinesse  his  lyf. 
And  thanked  god,  that  he  mighte  han 

hire  al,  16J9 

That  no  vight  of  his  blisse  parteu  shal. 
And   ijreyde  hem   to    labouren    in    this 

nede. 
And  shapen  that  he  faille  nat  to  s^iedo  ; 
For  thanne,  he  soj-de,  his  spirit  was  at  ese. 
'  Thanne  is,'  quod  he,  '  no-thing  may  me 

tlisplese,  _      (390)  1634 

Save  o  thing  priketh  in  my  conscience. 
The  which  I  wol  rehercc  in  your  presence. 
.    I  have,'  quod  ho,  '  herd  seyd,  ful  yore 

ago, 
Ther  may  no  man  han  parfite  blisses  two, 
This   is   to   seye,    in    ertlio   and    eek    in 

hevene. 
For  though  he  kepe  him  fro  the  sinnes 

sevene,  1640 

And  cek  from   every  branche  of  thilke 

tree, 
Yet  is  ther  so  parfit  felicitee. 
And  so  greet  ese  and  hist  in  mariage,  (399) 
That  ever  I  am  agast,  now  in  myii  age, 
That  I  shal  lede  now  so  merj'  a  lyf,     1645 
So  delicat,  with-outen  wo  and  strj-f, 
'  That  I  shal  have  myn  hevene  in  ertho 

here. 
1  For  sith  that  verray  hevene  is  Ixight  so 

dere, 
,  With  tribulaciouu  and  greet  penaunce, 
j  How  sholde  I  thanne,  that  live  in  swich 
;  plesannce  1650 
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As  alio  weddeil  men  clou  with  hir  ^vJ'^•is, 
Come  to  the  blisse  tlier  Crist  eteine  on 

lyve  is  ? 
This  is  my  drede,  and  je,  my  bretheren 

tweye,  (409) 

Assoilleth  mc  this  qwestioim,  I  preye.' 

Justinws,  which  that  hated  his  folye,  1655 
Aiiswerde  anon,  right  iu  his  japerye  ; 
Aud  for  he  wolde  his  longe  tale  abregge, 
Ho  woide  noon  anctoritee  allcgge,        1658 
But  seyde,  '  sire,  so  ther  he  noon  obstacle 
Other  than  this,  god  of  his  hye  miracle 
And  of  his  mercy  may  so  for  yow  wirche, 
That,   er  ye    have  your    right    of   holj- 

chirche,  (4.18) 

Ye  may  repente  of  wedded  niannes  lyf, 
in  which  ye  seyn  tlier  is  no  wo  ne  stryf. 
And  elles,  god  forbede  but  he  sente     1665 
A  wedded  man  him  grace  to  repente 
Wei  ofte  rather  than  a  sengle  man  ! 
And  therfore,  sire,  the  beste  reed  I  can, 
Dispeire  yow  noght,   but   have   iu  your 

memorie,  1669 

Paraunter  she  may  he  your  purgatorie  ! 
She  may  be   goddes   mene,  and   goddes 

whippe  ; 
Than  shal  your  soule  up  to  hevene  skippe 
Swifter  than  dooth  an  arwe  oiit  of  the 

bowe  !    *  (4-9) 

I  hope  to  god,  her-after  shiil  ye  knowe, 
That  their  nis  no  so  greet  felicitee       i6-5_ 
In  mariage,  ne  never-mo  shal  be, 
That  yow  shal  lette  of  your  savacioun, 
So  that  ye  use,  as  skile  is  and  resoun. 
The  lustes  of  your  wyf  attemprely,       1679 
And  that  ye  plese  hir  nat  to  amorously, 
And  that  ye  kepe  yow  eek  from  other 

sinne. 
lly  tale  is  doon: — for  my.  wit  is  thinne. 
Beth  nat  agast  her-of,  my  brother  dere.' — 
I  But  lat  us  waden  out  of  this  matere.  (440) 
Tlie  Wyf  of  Bathe,  if  ye  han  nnderstonde. 
Of  mariage,  which  we  have  on  honde,  1686 
Declared  hath  ful  wel  ii\  litel  space). — 
•Fareth  now  wel,  god  have  yow  in  his 

grace. ' 
And  with  this  word  this  Justin  aud  his 

brother 
Han  take  hir  leve,  and  ech   of  hem  of 

other.  1600 

For  whan  thej'  sawe  it  moste  nedes  be. 


They  wroghten  so,  by  sly  and  wys  tretee, 
That  she,  this  mayden,  which  that  Mains 

highte, 
As  hastily  as  over  that  she  mighte,     (450) 
Slial  wedded  be  nn-to  this  Januarie.   1695 
1  trowe  it  wore  to  longo  yow  to  tarie, 
If  I  yow  tolde  of  every  scrit  and  bond, 
By  which  that  she  was  fefFcd  iu  his  loud ; 
Or  for  to  herknen  of  hir  riche  array. 
But  finally  y-comen  is  the  day  1700^ 

Tliat  to  the  chirche  bothe  be  they  went 
For  to  i-ccej've  the  holy  sacremcnt. 
Forth  comth  the  preest,  with  stole  about c- 

his  nekke,  (459) 

Aud  bad  hir  be  lyk  Sarra  and  Rebekke., 
In  wisdom  aud  in  trouthe  of  mariage  ; 
And  seyde  his  orisons,  as  is  usage,       1706 
And  crouched  hem,  and  bad  god  sholde 

hem  blesse, 
And  made  al  siker  y-nogh  with  holinesso. 
Thus  been  they  wedded  with  solemp- 

nitee, 
And  at  the  feste  sitteth  he  and  she      1710 
With  other  wortliy  folk  up-on  the  deys. 
Al  ful  of  joye  and  blisse  is  the  paleys, 
And  ful  of  instruments  and  of  vitaille, 
The  moste  deyntevous  of  al  Itaille.     (470) 
Biforn  liem  stoodc  swiche  instruments  of 

soun,  1715 

That  Ori)heus,  ne  of  Thebes  Amphioun, 
Ne  maden  never  swich  a  mclodye. 
At  every  cours  than  cam  loud  minstral- 

cye,  ' 

That  never  trompcd  Joah,  for  to  here. 
Nor  he,  Theodomas,  yet  half  soclere,  i7-'f> 
At  Thebes,  whan  the  citoe  was  in  doute. 
Bacus  the  wyn  hem  skinketh  al  aboute, 
And  Yenus  laugheth  up-on  every  wight. 
For  Januarie  was  bicome  hir  knight,  (480; 
And  wolde  bothe  assayen  his  corage    1725 
In  libertee,  and  eek  in  mariage  ; 
And  with  hir  fyrbrond  in  hir  hand  aWoute 
Daunceth  biforn  the   bryde   and  al  the 

route. 
And  certeinly,  I  dar  right  wel  seyn  this, 
Y'^meniius,  that  god  of  wedding  is,         1730 
Saugh  never  his  lyf  so  mery  a  wedded 

man. 
Hold  thou  thy  pees,  thou  poete  Marcian, 
Tliat  wrytest  us  that  ilke  wedding  murie 
Of  hir,  I'hilologyo,  aud  him.  Mercuric, 
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And  of  the  songjes  that  tho  Muses  songe. 
To  smal  is  bothe  thy  iieniie,  and  cek  thy 

tongo,  (492)  1736 

For  to  dcscryvon  of  tliis  maiyapc. 
Whan  tendre  ,\outhe  hath  wedded  stoup- 

ing  ago, 
Ther  is  swich  mirthe  that  it  may  nat  be 

writen  ; 
Assayeth  it  your-self,  than  may  ye  witen 
If  that  I  lye  or  noon  in  tin's  matere.  1741 
Mains,  that  sit  \nth  so  benigne  a  chere, 
Hir  to  biholde  it  semed  fayeryii ;  (409) 
J^uene  Ester  loked  never  with  swich  an  ye 
On  Assuer,  so  raeke  a  look  hath  she.  1745 
I  may  yow  nat  devyso  al  hir  beautee  ; 
But  thus  mnclie  of  hir  beautee   telle   I 

may, 
That  she  was  lyk  the  brighte  morwe  of 

May, 
Fiilfild  of  alle  beautee  and  plesaunce. 

This  Januarie  is  ravisshed  in  a  traunce 
At  every  time  he  loked  on  hir  face  ;     1751 
But  in  his  lierte  be  gan  hir  to  manace, 
That  he  tliat  uight  in  armes  wolde  hir 

st^e^^le 
Harder  than  ever  Paris  elide  Eleyne.  (510) 
But  uathclees,  yet  hadde  he  greet  pitee, 
That  thilke  night  ofFenden  hir  moste  he  ; 
And  thoughte,  'alias  !  o  tendre  creature! 
Now  wolde  god  j^  niighte  wel  endure 
Al  mj-  coragc,  it  is  so  sharp  and  kene  ; 
I  am  agast  ye  shiil  it  nat  sustene.        1760 
But  god  forbede  that  I  dide  al  my  might ! 
Now  wolde  god  that  it  were  woxen  night. 
And  that  the  night  wolde  laston  overmo. 
T  wolde  that  al  this  peple  were  ago.'  (520). 
And  finally,  he  doth  al  his  labour,    '    1765 
As  he  best  mighte,  savinge  his  honoitr, 
To  haste  hem  fro    the    mete  in   subtil 

Avyse. 
The  tyme  cam  that  reson  was  to  ryse  ; 
And  after  that,  men  daunce  and  drinken 

faste,  1760 

And  spycos  al  aboute  the  hous  they  caste  : 
And  fill  of  joye  and  blissc  is  every  man  ; 
All  but  a  squyer,  highte  Damiau, 
Which  carf  biforn  the  knight  ful  many 

a  day. 
He  was  so  ravisshed  on  his  lady  May,  (5,^0) 
That  for  the  verray  peyne   he   was   uy 

w f<;>d  ;  1775 


Almost  he  swelte  and  swowned  ther  ho 

stood. 
So  sore  hath  Venus  hurt  him  with  hir 

brond, 
As  that    she    bar   it    daunsinge    iu   hir 

hond. 
And  to  his  bed  he  wente  him  hastily  ; 
Na-more  of  him  as  at  this  tyme  speke  I. 
But  ther  I  lete  him  wei>e  y-nough  and 

plejTie,  (537)  1 78 1 

Til  fresshe  May  wol  rewen  on  his  peyne. 
O  perilous  fyr,  that   in   the   bedstraw 

bredeth '.  Auctor. 

O  famulier  foo,  that  his  servyce  bedeth  I 
O  servant  traitour,  false  hoomlyhewo,  1785 
Lyk  to  the  naddre  in  bosom  sly  untrewe, 
God  shilde  tis  alio  from  your  aqneynt- 

aunce ! 
O  Januarie,  dronken  in  plesannce 
Of  mariage,  see  how  thy  Damian, 
Tlij-n  oweno  squyer  and  th,^-  lx)rne  man.    . 
Entendeth  for  to  do  thee  vileinye.        171)1 
God  graunte  thee  th.^^l  hoomlj'  fo  t'espye. 
For  in  this  world  uis  worse  pestilence  (540 ; 
Than  hoomly  foo  al  day  iu  thy  presence. 
Parfourned   hath   the    Sonne    his   ark 

diurne,  1795 

No  lenger  may  the  body  of  him  sojume 
On  th'orisonte,  as  in  tliat  latitude. 
Xight  with  his  mantel,  that  is  derk  and 

rude, 
Gan  oversprede  the  hemisperie  aboute  ; 
For  which  departed  is  this  lusty  route 
Fro  Januarie,  with  thank  on  eveiy  syde. 
Horn  to  hir  houses  lustily  they  ryde,  iSoj 
'Wher-as  they  doon  hir  thinges  as  hem 

leste,    '      ■  * 

And  whan  they  sye  hir  tyme,  goon  to 

reste.  (560  > 

Sone  after  that,  this  hastif  Januarie  1805 
Wolde  go  to  bedde,  he  wolde  no  lenger 

tarie. 
He  drinketh  ipocras,  clarree,  and  vernage 
Of  spyces  bote,  t'encresen  his  corago  ; 
And  many  a  letuarie  hadde  lie  ful  fj-n, 
Swicho  as  the   cursed  monk   dan   Con- 

stantyu  1810 

Hath  writen  in  his  book  de  C'oitu  ;       (567) 
To  eten  hem  alle,  he  nas  no-thing  eschu. 
And  to  his  privee  freendes  thus  sejde  he  ; 
'  For  goddes  love,  as  sone  as  it  may  be, 
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Lafc  voyileu  ivl  tlii.s  lious  in  curteys  wyse.' 
And   they  htm   doon   right    as    he  wol 

de\'yse.  181 6 

Men  ilrinken,  and  thetravers  drawe  anon ; 
The  bryde  was  broght  a-bedde  as  stille  as 

stoon ; 
And  whan  the  bed  was  with  the  preest 

y-blesscd, 
Out  of  the  chambre  hatli   every  wight 

him  dressed.  1820 

And  Januai'ie  hath  faste  in  armes  take 
His  fresshe  May,  his  paradys,  liis  iiialce. 
He  lulleth  hir,  he  kisseth  liii-  t'vd  oi'te 
With  thikke  bristles  of  his  berd  vinsofte, 
Lyk  to  the  skin  of  houndfish,  sharp  as 

brere,  "  (581)  1825 

For  he  was  shave  al  newe  in  his  manere. 
He  rnbbeth  hir  abonte  hir  teiidre  face, 
And  seyde  thus,  '  alias  !  I  moot  trespace 
To  yow,  my  spouse,  and  yow  gretly  offeude, 
.  Er  tyme  come  that  I  wil  doun  descende. 
But  nathelees,  considereth  this,'  quod  he, 
'Thernisno  werkman,  what-so-everhe  be, 
That  may  bothe  werke  wel  and  hastily  ; 
This  wol  be  doon  at  leyser  pariitly.     (590) 
It  is  no  fors  how  longe  that  we  pleye  ;  1835 
In  trewe  wedlok  wedded  be  we  tweye  ; 
And  blessed  be   the  yok  that   we   been 

inne, 
For  in  our  actes  we  mowe  do  no  sinne. 
A  man  may  do  no  sinne  with  his  wyf, 
Ne  hurte  him-selvon  with  his  oweue  kiiyf ; 
For  we  han    Icve    to  pleye   us  by  the 

lawe.'  1 84 1 

Thus  labotireth  he  til  that  the  day  gan 

dawe ; 
And  than  he  taketh  a  sop  in  fyn  clarree. 
And  upright  in  his  bed  than  sitteth  he. 
And  after  that   he   sang  ful  loude  and 

clere,  (6oi)  1845 

And  kiste  his  wyf,  and  made  wantoun 

cliere. 
He  was  al  coltish,  ful  of  i-agerye. 
And  ful  of  jargon  as  a  flekkcd  pye. 
The  slakkc  skin  aboute  his  nekke  shaketh, 
Whyl  that  he  sang ;  so  chaunteth  he  and 

craketh.  1850 

But  god  wot  what  that  May  thoughte  in 

hir  herte, 
Whan  she  him  saugli  up  sittinge  in  his 

sherte, 


In  his  night-cappe,  and  with  his  nekko 

lene  ; 
She   preyseth   nat   liis   pleying  worth   a 

bene.       .  (610)  1854 

Than  seide  he  thus, '  my  reste  wol  I  take  ; 
Now  day  is  come,  I  may  no  lenger  wako.' 
And  doun  lie  leyde  his  heed,  and  sleeji 

til  pryme. 
And  afterward,  whan  that  he  sangh  his 

tyme, 
Up  i-ygeth  Januario  ;  but  fresshe  May 
Holdeth  hir  chambre  tin-to  the  fourtho 

day,  i860 

As  usage  is  of  wyves  for  the  beste. 
For    every  labox^r  som-tyme  moot  han 

reste. 
Or  elles  longe  may  he  nat  endure  ; 
This  is  to  seyn,  no  ly^'es  creature,       (620) 
Be  it  offish,  or  brid,  or  boost,  or  man,  1865 

Auctor. 
Now  wol  I  sjieke  of  woful  Damian, 
That  languissheth  for  love,  as  ye   sliul 

here  ; 
Therfore  I  speke  to  him  in  this  manere  : 
I  seye,  '  O  sely  Damian,  alias  ! 
Answere  to  my  demaunde,  as  in  this  cas. 
How  shaltow  to  thy  lady  fresshe  May  1871 
Telle  thy  wo?  She  wole  alwey  seye  "nay"; 
Eek  if  thou  speke,  she  wol  thy  wo  bi- 

wreye ;  '  (629) 

God  be  thyn  help,  I  can  no  bettre  seye. 

This  sj'ke  Damian  in  Venus  fyr        1875 
So  brenneth,  that  ho  dyeth  for  desyr ; 
For  which  he  putto  his  lyf  in  aventure. 
No  lenger  mighto  he  in  this  wyse  endure  ; 
But  prively  a  penner  gan  he  borwe. 
And  in  a  lettro  wroot  he  al  his  sorwe,  1880 
In  manere  of  a  compleynt  or  a  lay, 
Un-to  his  faire  fresshe  lady  May. 
And  in  a  purs  of  silk,  hong  on  his  sherte, 
He  hath   it   put,   and     leyde    it  at  his 

hcrte.  (640)  1884 

The  mone  that,  at  noon,  was,  thilke  day 

That  Januarie  hath  wedded  fresshe  Maj', 

In  two  of  Taur,  was  in-to  Cancre  gliden  ; 

So  l<mge    hath   Mains   in   hir   chambre 

biden, 
As  custume  is  un-to  thise  nobles  alle. 
A  bryde  shal  nat  eten  in  the  hallo,      1890 
Til  dayes  foure  or  three  dayes  atte  loste 
Y-passed  been  ;  than  lat  hir  go  to  feste. 
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Tho  fdiu-tlie  day  compleet   fro  noon   to 

noon,  (649) 

"\^^lan  tlmt  the  lieiglie  masse  was  y-doon, 
In  hallo  sit  this  Junnarie,  and  May     1895 
As  freslv  as  is  tho  brighto  soinorcs  day. 
And  so  bil'el,  how  tliat  tins  gode  man 
Remembred  him  upon  this  Dami.an, 
And  soyde,'Seinte  Mario!  how  may  this  be, 
That  Damian  entendoth  nat  to  me  ?    1900 
Is  he  ay  syk,  or  how  may  this  bitydo?  ' 
His  squycres,  whiche   that  stoden   ther 

bisydo,  (658) 

Excused  him  by-canse  of  his  siknesse, 
Which  lettod  him  to  doon  his  bisincsse  ; 
Noon  other  cause  mighte  make  him  tarie. 
'  That  me  forthinketh,'  quod  this  Jan- 

uarie,  1906 

'  He  is  a  gentil  squyer,  by  my  tronthe  ! 
Iftliat  he  deyde,  it  were  harm  androuthe  ; 
He  is  as  wys,  discreet,  and  as  secree 
As  any  man  I  woot  of  his  degree  ;       1910 
And  ther-to  manly  and  eek  servisahle. 
And  for  to  been  a  thrifty  man  right  able. 
But  after  mete,  as  sore  as  ever  I  may, 
I  wol  my-self  visjiie  him  and  eek  May, 
To  doon  him  al  the  confort  that  I  can.' 
And  for  that  word  him  blessed  every  man. 
That,  of  his  bountee  and  his  gentillesse, 
He  wolde  so  conforten  in  siknesso      (674) 
His  squyer,  for  it  was  a  gentil  dede. 
'  Dame,'  quod  this   Januarie,  '  tak  good 

hede,  1920 

At -alter  mote  ye,  with  your  wommen  alle. 
Whan  ye  han    been  in  chambre  out  of 

this  halle, 
That  alio  ye  go  see  this  Damian  ; 
Dotli  him  disport,  he  is  a  gentil  man  ;  (680) 
And  tclleth  him  that  I  wol  him  visyte. 
Have  I  no-thing  but  rested  me  a  Ij'te  ; 
And  spede  yow  faste,  for  I  wole  abyde 
Til  that  ye  slepe  faste  by  my  syde.' 
And  with  that  word  he  gan  to  him  to  calle 
A  squj-er,  tliat  was  marclial  of  his  halle. 
And  tolde  him  certeyn  thinges,  what  he 

wolde.  19^1 

This  fresshe  May  hath  streight  hir  wey 

y-holde, 
With  alle  hir  wommen,  nn-to  Damian. 
Doun  by  his  beddos  syde  sit  she  than,  (690) 
Confortinge  him  as  goodly  as  she  may. 
This  Damian,  whan  that  his  tjTne  he  say, 


In  secree  wise  his  pnrs,  and  eek  his  bilK-. 
In   which   that    he   y-writen   hadde   his 

wille,  19^8 

Hatli  put  in-to  hir  hand,  with-outen  more, 
Save  that  he  sykcth  wfinder  dope  and  sore, 
.\nd  softely  to  hir  right  thus  seyde  lie  : 
'  Mercy  !  and  that  ye  nat  discovere  me  ; 
For  I  am  deed,  if  that  this  thing  be  kid.' 
This  purs  hath  slie  inwith  hir  bosom  hid, 
And  wente  hir  wey ;  ye  gete  namore  of  me. 
But  un-to  Januarie  y-comen  is  she,     1946 
That  on  his  beddos  syde  sit  ful  softe.  (703) 
He  taketh  hir,  and  kisseth  hir  ful  ofte, 
And  leyde  him  doixn  to  slepe,  and  that 

anon. 
She  fajTied  hir  as  that  she  moste  gon  1950 
Ther-as  j-e  woot   tliat   every  wight  mot 

node. 
And  whan  she  of  this  bille  hath  taken 

hede, 
She  rente  it  al  to  cloutes  atte  laste. 
And  in  the  privee  softely  it  caste.       (710) 
Who  studieth   now   but  faire  fresshe 

May?  1055 

Adoun  by  olde  Januarie  she  lay, 
That  sleep,  til  that  the  coughe  hath  him 

awaked  ; 
Anon  he  preyde  hir  strepen  hir  al  naked  ; 
He  Avolde  of  liir,  he  seyde,  han  som.  ple- 

saunce, 
And  seyde,  hir  clothes  dide  him  encom- 

braunce,  ip'lo 

And  she  obeyeth,  be  hir  lief  or  looth. 
But  lest   that  precious  folk  be  with  me 

wrooth. 
How  that  he  wroght«,  I  dar  nat  to  yow 

telle  ; 
Or  whether  hir  thoughte  it  paradys  or 

helle :  (720) 

But  here  I  lete  hem  werken  in  hir  wyse 
Til'  evensong  rong,  and  that  They  moste 

arj'se.  1966 

Were  it  by  destinee  or  aventure, 
Were  it  by  influence  or  bj-  nature. 
Or  const<»llacion,  that  in  swieh  estat 
The  hevene  stood,  that  tyme  fortunat  1970 
Was  for  to  putte  a  bille  of  Venus  werkes 
(For  alle  thing  hath  tj-nie,  as  sejni  thise 

clerkes) 
To  anj-  womman,  f^>r  to  gete  hir  love, 
I  can  nat  seye  :  but  grete  god  above,  (730) 
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That  knoweth  that  non  act  is  causelees, 
He  deine  of  al,  for  I  wal  lioldo  my  pe^s. 
But  sooth  is  this,  how  that  this  fresshe 

May  1977 

Hath  take  swich  impression  that  day, 
For  piteo  of  this  sj'ke  Damian, 
That  from,  hir  herte  she  ne  diyve  can  1980 
The  remembramicc  for  to  doon  liim  ese. 
'  Certeyn,'  thoghtc  she,  '  whom  that  this 

thing  displese, 
I  rekke  noght,  for  tere  I  him  assure. 
To  love  him  best  of  any  creature,        (740) 
Thongh  he  na-more  hadde  than  his  sherte.' 
IiO,  pitee  renneth  sone  in  gentil  herte. 

Heer  may  ye  se  how  excellent  franchyse 
In  w<immen  is,  whan  they  hem   narwe 

avyse.  1988 

Som  tyrant  is,  as  tlier  be  many  <^on, 
That  hath  an  herte  as  hard  as  any  stoon, 
Wliich  wolde  han  lete  him  sterven  in 

the  place  1991 

Wei  rather  than  han  graunted  him  hir 

grace : 
And  hem  rejoysen  in  hir  cruel  pryde, 
And  rekke  nat  to  been  an  homicyde.  (750) 
This  gentil  May,  fulfilled  of  pitee,   1995 
Bight  of  hir  hande  a  lettre  made  she, 
In  which  she  graunteth  him  hir  verray 

grace ; 
Ther  lakketh  noght  but  only  day  and 

place, 
■UHier  that  she   mighte   un-to   his   lust 

suffyse  : 
For  it  shal  be  right  as  he  wol  devyse.  2000 
And  whan  she  saugh  hir  time,  up-on  a  day, 
To  \'isite  this  Damian  goth  May, 
And  sotilly  this  lettre  doun  she  threste 
Under  his  pilwe,  rede  it  if  him  leste.  (760) 
She  taketh  him  by  the  hand,  and  harde 

him  twiste  ^005 

So  secrely,that  no  wight  of  it  wiste,    * 
And  bad  him  been  al  hool,  and  forth  she 

wente 
To  Januarie,  whan  that  he  for  hir  sente. 

Up  ryseth  Damian  the  nexte  morwe, 
Al  passed  was  his  siknesse  and  his  sorwe. 
He  kembeth  him,  he  proyneth  him  and 

pyketh,  201 1 

He  dooth  al  that  his  lady  lust  and  lyketh  ; 
And  eck  to  Januarie  he  gooth  as  lowe 
As  ever  dide  a  dogge  for  the  bowe.      (770) 


He  is  so  plesant  un-to  every  man,        J015 
(For  crait  is  al,  who-so  that  do  it  can) 
That  every  wight  is  fayn  to  speke  him 

good  ; 
And  ful]3'  in  his  lady  grace  he  stood, 
Thtis  lete  I  Damian  aboute  his  nede, 
And  in  my  tale  forth  I  wol  jDrocede.   jojo 

Somme  clerkes  holden  that  felicitee 
Stant  in  delyt,  and  therefor  certeyn  he, 
This  noble  Januarie,  with  al  his  might. 
In  honest  wyse,  as  longeth  to  a  knight, 
Shoop  him  to  live  ful  delioiously.  (781)  20^:5 
His  housinge,  his  array,  as  honestly 
To  his  degree  was  maked  as  a  kiiiges, 
Amonges  othere  of  his  honest  thinges. 
He  made  a  gardin,  walled  al  with  stoon  ; 
So  fair  a  gardin  woot  I  nowher  noon,  20:0 
For  oiit  of  doitte,  I  verraily  sttppose. 
That  he  that  wroot  the  Romance  of  the 

Rose 
Ne  coude  of  it  the  beautee  wcl  devyse  : 
Ne  Priapus  no  n^ighte  nat  suffyse,      ''79o\ 
Though   he    be   god    of    gardins,    for   to 

telle  20.^5 

The  beautee  of  the  gardin  and  the  welle, 
That  stood  itnder  a  laurer  alwey  grene. 
Ful  ofte  tyme  he,  Pluto,  and  his  queue, 
Proserpina,  and  al  hir  fayerye 
Disporten  hem  and  maken  melodye    2040 
Aboute  that  welle,  and  daunced,  as  men 

tolde. 
This  noble  knight,  this  Januarie  the  olde, 
Swich  deinteo  hath  in  it  to  walke  and 

pleye,  (799) 

That  he  wol  no  wight  suffren  here  the  keye 
Save  he  him-self ;  for  of  the  smalc  wiket 
He  bar  alwey  of  silver  a  smal  cliket,  2046 
With  which,  whan  that  him  leste,  he  it 

unshette. 
And  whan  he  wolde  paye  his  wyf  hir  dette 
In  somer  seson,  thider  wolde  he  go. 
And  May  his  wj'f,  and  no  wight  but  they 

two ;  2050 

And  thinges  whiche  that  were  nat  doon 

a-beddc, 
He  in  the  gardin  parfourned  hem  i\nd 

spedde. 
And  in  this  wyse,  many  a  mery  day. 
Lived  tliis  Januarie  and  fresshe  May.  (810) 
But  worldly  joyc  may  nat  alwey  dure  2055 
To  Januarie,  ne  to  no  creature. 
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Auctor. 

O  sodc-yu  hap,  o  thon  fortune  instablo, 
Lyk  to  tho  scorpionn  so  deceivable, 
That  fiatcrest  with  thyn  heed  when  thoii 

wolt  stingc  ; 
Thy  tayl  is  decth,  thiirgh  tliyn  enveiii- 

minge.  2060 

O  brotil  joye  !  o  swete  venim  qneynte  ! 
O  monstro,  tliat  so  subtilly  canst  peynto 
Thy  yit'tes,  iinder  hewo  of  stedfastnesse,    . 
That  thou  deceyvest  hot  he  more  and  lesse  I 
Why  hnstow  Jannarie  thus  decey\-ed,  (821 ) 
That  luxddest  him  for  thy  ful  frend  re- 

ceyved  ?  2066 

And  now  thou  liast  biraft  him  bothe  hi^e 

Por  sorwe  of  which  desyreth  ho  to  <lyeii. 

Alias  !  this  noble  Januarie  free, 
Amidde  liis  lust  and  his  prosperitee,  2070 
Is  woxen  lilind,  and  tliat  al  sodcynly. 
He  wepeth  and  ho  wayletli  pitously ; 
Ajid  thor-with-al  the  fyr  of  jalousye,  (829) 
Lest  that  his  wyf  sholde  fallo  in  som  folye, 
So  brcnte  his  herte,  thathc  woldefayn  2075 
That  som  man  bothe  Iiim  and  hir  liad 

slayn. 
For  neither  after  his  decth,  nor  in  his  lyf, 
Xe  wolde  he  that  slie  were  love  ne^  ^vyf, 
But  ever  live  as  widwe  in  clothes  blakc, 
Soul  as  the  turtle  that  lost  hath  hir  make. 
But  atte  laste,  after  a  monthe  or  tweye, 
His  sorwe  gan  aswago,  sooth  to  seye  ;  21582 
For  whan  he  wisto  it  may  noon  other  be, 
He  paciently  took  liis  adversitee  ;        (.840, 
Save,  out  of  doute,  lie  may  nat  forgoon 
That  he  nas  jalous  evermore  in  oon  ; 
Wliich  jalousye  it  was  so  outrageous, 
Tliat  neitherin  halle,  n'in  noon  other  hons, 
Ne  in  noon  otlier  place,  never-the-mo, 
He  nolde  suffre  hir  for  to  ryde  or  go,  2090 
But-if  that  he  had  hand  on  hir  alway  ; 
For  which  ful  ofte  wepeth  fresshe  May. 
That  loveth  Damian  so  benignely. 
That  she  mot  outher  dyen  sodoynly,  (850) 
Or  cllcs  she  mot  han  him  as  hir  lesto  ;  2095 
She  wayteth  whan  hir  hei'te  wolde  breste. 

Up-on  that  other  sydo  Damian 
Bicomen  is  the  sorwefuUeste  man 
That  ever  was ;  for  neither  night  ne  day 
Ne  mighte  he  speko  a  word  to  fressho 

May,  2 100 


As  to  his  purpos,  of  no  swich  nicitere, 
But-if  that  Januario  moste  it  hero. 
That  liadde  an  hand  up-on  hir  evenno. 
But  natliclees,  by  wryting  to  and  fro  ■  8('k/) 
And    privco    signes,  wisto   ho  wliat    sli(,- 
mente ;  2 105 

Aiad  she  knew  eek  tho  fyu  of  his  entont.-. 

Auctor. 
O  Januarie,  what  mighte  it  thee  avail!"^. 
Thou  mightest  see  as  fer  asshippes  sailli,-  'i 
For  also  gooil  is  blind  deceyvcd  be, 
As  be  deceyved  whan  a  man  may  see.  21  m 
Lo,  Argus,  which  that  hadde  an  hondrcd 

ye", 
For  al  that  ever  he  conde  iwure  or  pryen, 
Yet  was  he  blent ;  and,   god  wot,  so  ben 

mo. 
That  wenen  wisly  that  it  be  nat  so,      Hjc 
Passe  over  is  an  ese,  I  sey  na-more,      21 15 
This  fresshe   May,  that   I   sjiak  of  so 

yore, 
In  warme  wex  hath  empronted  the  cliket, 
That  Januarie  bar  of  the  smale  wilcet. 
By  which  in-to  his  gardin  ofto  he  went*"'. 
And  Damian,  that  knew  al  hir  entente, 
The  cliket  countrefeted  prively  ;  2121 

Ther  nis  na-more  to  seye,  but  hastily 
Som  wonder  by  this  cliket  shal  bityde, 
Which  ye  shul  heren,  if  ye  wole  abyde, 
O  noble  Ovyde,  ful  sooth  seystou,  go'l 

woot !  Auctor. 

Wliat  sleighte  is  it,  thogh  it  be  long  and 

hoot,  (8S2)  212O 

That  he  nil  finde  ifout  in  som  nianere  ? 
By  Piramus  and  Tesbee  may  men  lere  ; 
Thogh  they  were  kept  ful  longe  streite 

overal, 
Tliey  been  accorded,  rouninge  thurgh  a 

wal,  2  i^o 

Tlier   no   wight   coude  han  founde    oiit 

swich  a  sleighte.  (887"; 

But  now  t<5  purpos ;  er  that  dayes  eighte 
Were  passed,  er  tlie  mouthe  of  .Juil.  bifil 
That  Januarie  hath  caught  so  greet  a  w-il, 
Thurgli  egging  of  his  wj-f,  liim  for  to  ployo 
In  hisgardin,  and  no  wight  but  they  tweye, 
That  in  a  morwc  \in-to  this  May  seith  he  : 
'  Kys  up,  my  wj'f,  my  love,  my  lady  free  ; 
The  turtles  vois  is  herd,  my  douve  swete  ; 
The  winter  is  goon,  with  alio  his  reynes 

wete;  2140 
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Com  forth  now,  with  th.^-n  eyeii  cohimbvil ! 
How  fairor  l>oen  thyhrestes  than  is  wj-n  ! 
The  gardin  is  enclosed  nl  ahonte  : 
Com   forth,   my  whjte    spouse ;    out    of 

doute,  (900) 

Thou  hast  mo  voxinded  in  myn  hertc, 

owyf!  2145 

Ko  siKit  of  theo  ne  knew  I  al  my  lyf. 
Com  forth,  and  lat  us  taken  our  disport  : 
I  chees  thee  for  my  ■wyf  and  my  confoi-t.' 

Swiche  ohle  lewed  wordes  iised  he  ; 
On  Damian  a  sig^ie  made  she,  2150 

That  he  sholde  go  hiforen  with  his  clikot  : 
This  Damian   thanno   hath   opened   the 

wiket. 
And  in  he  stirte,  and  that  in  swich  manere, 
Tliat  no   wight   mighte    it    see    neither 

y-here ;  {910) 

And  stille  he  sit  under  a  hush  anoon.  2155 

This  Januarie,  as  blind  as  is  a  st-oon, 
With  Mains  in  his  hand,  and  no  wight  mo, 
In-to  his  fresshe  gardin  is  ago, 
And  clapte  to  the  wiket  sodeynly. 

'  Now,  wyf,'  quod  he,  '  heer  nis  but  thou 

and  I,  2160 

Tliat  art  the  creature  that  I  best  love. 
For,  by  that  lord  that  sit  in  heven  above. 
Lever  ich  hadde  dyen  on  a  knyf, 
Than  thee  offende,  trewe  dere  wyf !    (920) 
For  goddes  sake,  thenk  how  I  thee  chees, 
Noght  for  no  coveityse,  doiitelees,        2166 
But  only  for  the  love  I  had  to  thee. 
And  though  that  I  be  old,  and  may  nat  see, 
Beth  tometrewe,  amilshal telle .vowwliy. 
Three  thinges,  ccrtes,  shul  ye  winne  ther- 

b3' ;  2170 

First,  love  of  Crist,  andtoyoiir-self  honour, 
And  al  myn  heritage,  toun  and  tour ; 
I  yevc  it  yow,  maketh  chartres  as  yow 

leste ;  (929) 

This  shal  be  doon  to-moove  er  sonne  reste. 
(So  wisly  god  my  soule  bringe  in  blisse,  2175 
I  prey  yow  first,  in  covenant  ye  me  kisse. 
Andthogh  that  I  be  jalous,  wyte  me  noght. 
Ye  been  so  dope  enprented  in  m.v  thoght. 
That,  whan  that  I  rnnsidore  your  beautee, 
And  tlier-with-al  the  unlykly  elde  of  me 
I  may  nat,  certes,  thogh  1  sholde  dye, 
Forbere  to  been  out  of  your  companye 
For  verray  love  ;  this  is  with-outen  doute. 
Now  kis  me,  wyf,  and  lat  us  rome  aboute.' 


This  fresshe  May,  whan  she  thise  wordes 
herdo,  (941)  2185 

Benignely  to  Janiiario  answerde. 
But  first  and  forward  she  bigan  to  wepe, 
'  I  have,'  quod  she,  '  a  soul©  for  to  kepe 
As  wel  as  ye,  and  also  myn  honour, 
Andof  my  wyfliod  thilkc  tondre  floiir,  2190 
Whioh  that  I  have  assured  in  yourhond, 
Whan  that  the  preest  to  yow  my  body 

bond  ; 
Wlierfore  I  wole  answerc  in  this  manere 
By  the  leve  of  yow,  my  lord  so  dere  :  (050) 
I  prey  to  god,  that  never  dawe  the  day  2 1 95 
That  I  ne  starve,  asfoule  as  womman  niay, 
Jf  ever  I  do  un-to  my  kin  that  shame. 
Or  ellos  I  empe,vrc  so  my  name, 
That  I  be  fals  ;  and  if  I  do  that  lakke. 
Do  strepe  me  and  put  me  in  a  sakke,  2200 
And  in  the  nexte  river  do  me  drenche, 
I  am  a  gentil  womman  and  no  wenche. 
Why  speke  ye  thus  ?  liut  men  ben  ever 
uutrewe,  (959* 

And  wommon  have  reprove  of  yow  ay  newe. 
Ye  han  non  other  contenance,  I  leve,  2205 
But  Speke  to  us  of  untrust  and  repreve.' 
And  with  that  word  she  saugh  wher 
Damian 
Sat  in' the  bush,  and  coughen  she  bigan. 
And  with  hir  finger  signes  made  she, 
Tliat  Damian  sholde  climbe  up-on  a  tree. 
That  charged  was  with  fruit,  and  up  he 
wente  ;  22 11 

For  verraily  he  knew  al  hir  entente. 
And  every  signo  th.at  she  coude  make 
Wel  bet  than  Januarie,  hir  owone  make. 
For  in  a  lottre  she  had  told  him  al      2215 
Of  this  matere,  how  he  wcrchen  shal.  (972) 
And  thus  I  lete  him  sitte  up-on  the  p.vrie, 
And  Januarie  and  May  rominge  m,\Tie. 
Bright  was  the  dn.v,  and  blew  the  firma- 
ment, 
Phebus  of  gold  his   strcmes  doun  hath 
sent.  2220 

To  gladon  every  flour  with  his  warmnesse. 
He  was  that  t.^-nie  in  Geminiit.  as  I  gesse, 
But  litel  fro  his  dcclinacioun 
Of  Cancer,  .Tovis  exaltacionn.  (980) 

And  so  bifel,  that  brighte  morwe-tyde,  2225 
That  in  that  gardin,  in  the  ferther  syde, 
Pluto,  that  is  the  king  of  fayerye. 
And  many  a  lad.'i-  in  liis  companye, 


i 
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Folwingo  liis  vyi,  the  qvieno  Prosei-pyno, 
Kch  nfter  other,  right  as  nny  lyne —  2230 
Whyl  tlifit  shopadoreil  floiires  inthemecje, 
In  Claudian  ye  may  the  story  reile, 
How  in  his  grisly  carte  lie  hir  fette  : — 
This  king  of  fairj-e  thanne  ndonn  him 

cette  (091))  2214 

Up-on  a  hench  of  turves,  fresh  an<i  greuo, 

And  right  anon  thnsseyde  he  to  lii.srjnono. 

'  My  wyf,'  qnod  he,  '  tlicr  may  no  wight 

sey  nay ; 
Th'oxperionee  so  preveth  every  day 
The  troson  whiche  that  \\xannien  doon  to 

man.  2239 

Ten  hondred  thousand  [stories]  telle  I  can 
Notable  of  yoxir  untroiitheandbrotilnesse. 
O  Salomon,  wj-s,  richest  of  ricliesse,    2242 
Fulfild  of  sapience  and  of  worldly  glorie. 
Fill  wortli,\-  lioen  thy  wordes  to  memorie 
To  every  wight  that  wit  and  reson  can. 
Thus  iireiseth  he  yet  the  bonntee  of  man  : 
"  Amonges  a  thousand  men  yet  fond  loon, 
But  of  wommc'U  alio  fond  I  noon/'    (1004' 
Thus  seith  the  lung  that  knoweth  your 

wikkednesse ; 
And  Jesus  ./f//i«  Syralc,  as  I  gesse,       2250 
Ne  si^eketh  of  yow  but  selde  reverence. 
A  wilde  fyr  and  corrupt  jiestilence 
So  falle  ujvon  your  bodies  yet  to-night! 
Neseeyennt  thishonurable  knight,  (loio) 
By-cause,  alias!  that  he  is  blind  and  old, 
His  owene  man  shal  make  him  cokewold  ; 
lioheer  he  sit,  the  lechour,  in  the  tree.  225- 
Now  wol  I  graunten,  of  my  magestee, 
Un-to  this  oldo  blinde  worthy  knight 
That  he  shal  have  ayeyn  his  eyen  sight,  2260 
'\^'han  that  his  wyf  wold  doon  him  \-ileinye ; 
Thau  shal  he  knowen  al  hir  harlotrye 
Both  in  reprevo  of  hir  and  othere  mo.' 

'  Ye  shal,'  quod  Proserpyue,  '  wol  ye  so  ; 
Now,  by  my  modres  sires  soule  I  swere. 
That  I  slial  ycven  hir  suffisant  answere. 
And  alle  wommen  after,  for  hir  sake  : 
That,  though  they  be  in  any  gilt  y-take. 
With    face    bold    they    simile    hem-self 

excuse. 
And  here  hem   doun  that  wol  den   hem 

accuse.  2270 

For  lakkeof  juiswer,  noon  of  hem  shal  dyen. 
Al  hadde  mauseyn  a  thing  with  V>othe  his 

yt'U,  .  (1028; 


Yit  shul  we  wommen  visage  it  hardily, 
And  wepe,  and  swere,  and  chydesubtilly, 
So  that  ye  men  shul  been  as  lewod  as  gees. 
^Vliat  rekkoth  me  of  your  auct(>ritees?  . 
I  woot  wel  that  this  .Jew,  this  Salomon, 
Fond  of  us  wommen  foles  many  con. 
But   though   that   he   ne   fond   no   good 

womman,  2279 

Yet  hath  tlier  foiinde  many  another  man 
Wommen  fill  trewe,  ful  gode,  and    ^-er- 

tnous. 
"Witnesse  on  hem  that  dwelle  in  Cristes 

hoiis, 
With  martirdom  the^-  proved  hir  con- 
stance.  (1039) 
The  Romayn  gestes  maken  remem1>rance 
Of  many  a  ^•er^ay  trewe  wyf  also.  2285 
But  sire,  ne  be  nat  wrooth,  al-be-it  so. 
Though  that  he  seyde  he  fond  no  good 

womman, 
I  prey  yow  take  the  sentence  of  the  man ; 
He  naente  thus,  that  in  sovereyn  bontee 
Nis  noon  but  god,  that  sit  in  Trinitee.  2290 

Ey  !  for  verray  god,  that  nis  but  oou. 
What  make  ye  so  muche  of  Salomon  ? 
Wliat  though  he  made  a  temjile,  goddes 

hous?  (1049^ 

A^'hat  though  he  were  riche  and  glorious  ? 
So  made  he  eek  a  temple  of  false  goddis, 
How  mighte  he  do  a  thing  that  more  for- 

bode  is?  2296 

Pardee,  as  faire  as  ye  his  name  emplastre. 
He  was  a  lechour  and  an  ydolastre  ; 
And  in  his  elde  he  verray  god  forsook. 
And  if  that  god  ne  hadde,  asseith  the  book, 
Y-spared  him  for  his  fadres  sake,  he  sholde 
Have  lost  his  regno  rather  than  he  wolde. 
I  sette  noght  of  al  the  vileinye,         (1059) 
That  ye  of  wommen  wryte,  a  boterflye. 
I  am  a  womman,  nodes  moot  I  speke,  2305, 
Or  elles  swelle  til  myn  herte  brake. 
For  sithen   he  seyde  that  we  ben  jau- 

gleresses, 
As  ever  hool  I  mote  brouke  my  tresses. 
I  shal  nat  spare,  for  no  curteisye,        2309 
Tosiicke  him  harm  that  wolde  us  vileinye.' 
'  Paine,'  quod  this  Pluto,  '  be  no  lenger 

wrooth ; 
I  yeve  it  up  ;  but  sith  I  swoor  myn  ooth 
That  I  wolde  graunten  him   his  sighte 

age\-n,  (1069) 
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"My  word  slial stoiidc,  I  warueyow,  certeyn. 
I  am  a  king,  it  sit  me  noglit  to  lye.'     --315 

'Ami  I,'  ijuocl  she,  '  a  qiieene  of  fayerye. 
Hir  answere  shal  she  have,  I  undertake  ; 
Lat  ns  na-more  wordes  heer-of  make. 
For  sotlie,  I  wol  no  lenger  yow  contrarie.' 

Now  lat  us  tiirnc  agayn  to.Tanuarie,  2320 
That  in  the  gardin  with  his  fairc  May 
Singeth,  I'ul  merior  than  the  papejay, 
'  Yow  love  I  best,  and  shal,  and  other 

noon.' 
So  longe  aboute  the  aleyes  is  he  goon,  (1080) 
Til  he  was  come  agaynes  thilke  pyrie,  2325 
Wher-as  this  Damian  sitteth  ful  mj'rie 
An  heigh,  among  the  fresshe  leves  grene. 

This  fresshe  May,  that  is  so  bright  and 
slieue, 
Gan  for  to  syke,  and  seycle,  '  alias,  my 

■  syde ! 
'Sow  sir,'  quod  she.  '  for  anght  that  may 
bityde,  2330 

I  moste  han  of  the  peres  that  I  see. 
Or  I  mpt  dye,  so  sore  longeth  me 
To  eten  of  the  smale  peres  grene.      (1089) 
Help ,  for  hir  love  that  is  of  hevene  quene  ! 
I    telle    yow    wel,    a  womman     in    my 

piyt  2335 

May  han  to  fruit  so  greet  an  appetyt. 
That  she  may  dyeu,  but  she  of  it  have.' 
'  Alias  ! '  quod  he,  '  that  I  ne  had  heer 

a  knave 
That  coude  climbe ;  alias !  alias ! '  quod  he, 
'  That  I  am  blind.'       '  Ye,    sir,   no  fors,' 

quod  she :  2340 

'  But  wolde  ye  vouche-sauf,  for  goddes 

sake, 
The  pyrie  inwith  your  armes  for  to  take, 
■'For  wel  I  woot  that  ye  mistruste  me) 
Thanne  sholde  I  climbe  wel  y-nogh,'  quod 

she,  (iioo) 

'  So  I  my  foot  mighte  sctte  upon  your  bale' 

'  Certes,'  quod  he,  '  ther-on  shal  be  no 

lak,  2346 

Mighte  I  yow  helpen  '•with    niyn    herte 

blood.' 
He  stoupeth  doim ,  and  on  his  }«ik  she  stood, 
And  caughte  hir  l)y  a  twiste.  and  tip  she 

gooth. 
Ladies,  I  prey  yow  that  yc  be  nat  wrooth  ; 
I  can  nat  glose,  I  am  a  rude  man.        2351 
And  sodeynly  anon  this  Damian 


Gaupullenupthe  smok,  and  in  he  throng. 
And  whan  that  Pluto  saugh  this  grete 

wrong,  (i  1 10) 

To  Janiiarie  he  gaf  agayn  his  sighte,  2355 
And  made  him  see,  as  wel  as  ever  he 

mighte. 
And  whan   that  he    hadde   caught  his 

sighte  agayn, 
Ne  was  ther  never  man  of  thing  so  fayn. 
But  on  his  wyf  his  thoght  was  evermo  ; 
Up  to  the  tree  he  caste  his  eyen  two,  2360 
And   saugh   that   Damian   his  wyf   had 

di'essed 
In   swich   mauere,   it  may  nat  ben   ex- 
pressed 
But  if  I  wolde  speke  unciirteisly  : 
And  up  ho  yaf  a  roring  and  a  cry      ^1120) 
As  doth  the  moder  whan  the  child  shal 

dye  :  2365 

'  Out !  help !  alias !  harrow ! '  he  gan  to  cr  j'e, 
'  O  stronge  lady  store,  what  dostow  ? ' 
And  she  answerde,   'sir,  what   oj'leth 

yow? 
Have  pacience,  and  reson  in  your  minde, 
I  have  yow  holpe  on  bothe  your  eyen 

blinde.  2370 

Up  peril  of  my  soule,  I. shal  nat  lyeft, 
As  me  was  taught,  to  hele  with  your  yi-n, 
Was  no-thing  bet  to  make  yow  to  see 
Tlian  strugle  witha  maniip-on  atree.  (1130) 
God  woot,  I  dide  it  in  ful  good  entente.' 
'  Sti-ugle  ! '  quod  lie,   '  ye,  algate   in  it 

wente !  2376 

God  yeve  yow  bothe  on  shames  deeth  to 

dyen! 
He  swyved  thee,  I  saugh  it  with  myne  yen, 
And  elles  be  I  hanged  by  the  hals  ! ' 
'  Thanne  is,'  quod  she,  '  my  medicyne 

al  fals  ;  .  2380 

For  certeinly,  if  that  ye  mighte  see, 

Ye  wolde  nat  seyn  thiso  wordes  tm-to  me  ; 

Ye  han  som  glimsing  and  no  parfit  sighte.' 

'  I  see,'   qtiod  he,    '  as  wel  as  evei*  I 

mighte,  (1140) 

Tlionked  be  god  !  with  bothe  myne  eyen 

two,  238"; 

And  by, my  trouthe,  me  thoughte  he  dido 

thee  so.' 
'  Ye  maze,  maze,  gode  sire,'  quod  she, 
'  This  thank  have  I  for  I  have  maad  yow 

see; 


T.  10263-314.]    E.   6pifogue  to  tU  Q)l<»tc3<infe0  Cafe. 


627 


Alias!'   quod  she,    'that   evei-   I   was  so 

kiude ! ' 
'  Now,  dame,'  quod  he,  '  lat  al  passe  oujb 

of  miude.  2390 

Com  douu,  my  lief,  and  if  I  have  missayd, 
God  help  me  so,  Hs  I  am  yvel  apayd. 
But,  by  my  failer  soule,  I  wen  do  han  seyn. 
How  that  this  Damiau  had  by  thee  leyn, 
A^nd  that  thy  smok  had  leyn  iip-on  liis 

brest.'  (1151)2395 

'  Yo,  sire,'  quod  slie,  '  ye  may  wene  as 

yovv  lest ; 
But,  sire,  a  man  that  waketh  out  of  his 

sleep. 
He  may  nat  sodeynly  wel  taken  keep 
Up-on  a  thing,  ue  seen  it  parfitly. 
Til  that  he  be  adawed  verraily  ;  2400 

Right  so  a  man,  tliat  longe  hath  blind  y-be, 
Ne  may  nat  sodeynly  so  wel  y-see. 


First  wlian  his  sightc  is  newe  come  agf^^yn , 
As  lie  that  hath  a  day  or  two  y-seyn.  ( i  idt\). 
Til  Ihat  your  sighte  y-satled  be  a  whyle, 
Tlier  may  ful  many  a  sightc  yow  bigyle. 
Beth  war,    I  prey  yow;   for,    by  hevene 

king,  2407 

Ful  many  a  man  weneth  to  socn  a  thing, 
And  it  is  al  another  than  it'semeth. 
Ho  that  misconceyveth,  ho  misilenietli.' 
And  with  that  word  she  leep  doun  fro  the 

tree.  24  n 

This  .Januarie,  who  is  glad  but  he  ? 
He  kisseth  hir,  and  clippeth  hir  ful  ofte,  ■ 
Ami  on  hir  wombe  he  stroketh  hir  ful 

softe,  '■  1 1 70) 

And  to  his  palays  hoom  he  hath  hir  lad. 
Now,  gode  men,  I  pray  yow  to  be  glad.  241'j 
Tlins  endeth  hocr  my  talc  of  .Tanuarie  ; 
God  blesse  us  and  his  moder  Seinte  Marie  ! 


Here  is  ended  the  Marchantes  Tale  of  Januarie. 


EPILOGUE    TO    THE    MARCHANTES 

TALE. 


*  Ey  !  goddes  mercy ! '  seyde  oxu'  Hoste  tho, 
'  Now  swich  a  wyf  I  pray  god  kepe  me  fro  ! 
Lo,  whiche  sleightes  and  subtUitees    2421 
In  wommen  been  !  for  ay  as  bisy  as  bees 
Ben  they,  us  sely  men  for  to  decejrve, 
And  froni  a  sothe  ever  wol  they  weyve  ; 
By  this  Marchauntes  Tale  it  preveth  weel. 
But  doutelees,  as  trewe  as  any  steel    2426 
I  have  a  wyf,  though  that  she  povre  bo  ; 
But  of  hir  tonge  a  labbing  shrewe  is  she, 
And  yet  she  hath  an  hecp  of  vycos  mo ;  (i  i) 
Ther-of  no  fors,  lat  alle  swiche  thinges  go. 


But,  wite  ye  what  ?  in  conseil  be  it  seyd, 
Me  reweth  sore  I  am  un-to  hir  teyd.   2432 
For,  and  I  sholde  rckenen  every  vyce 
Which  that  she  hath,  y-wis,  I  were  to 

nyce. 
And  cause  why ;  it  sholde  reported  be  2435 
And  told  to  hir  of  somme  of  this  moynee  ; 
Of  whom,  it  nedoth  nat  for  to  declare, 
Sin  wommen  connen  outen  swich  ohal- 

fare ;  (20) 

And  eek  my  wit  suffyseth  nat  ther-to 
To  teUen  al ;  wherfor  my  tale  is  dij.'  2440 
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THE    SQUIERES    TALE. 
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The  Squire's  Prologue. 

'  Squier,  com  neer,  if  it  your  wille  be, 
And  sey  somwhat  of  love  ;  for,  certes,  ye 
Connen  ther-on  as  miiclie  as  auj'  man.' 
'  Nay,  sir,'  quod  lie,  '  but  I  wol  seye  as  I  can 
With,  hertly  wille  ;  for  I  wol  nat  rebelle  5 
Agaj-n  your  lust ;  a  tale  wol  I  telle. 
Ha%e  me  excused  if  I  speke  amis, 
lly  wil  is  good  ;  and  lo,  my  tale  is  tliis.' 

0j>^     Here  biginneth  tbe  Squieres  Tale. 

V,^_At,Sarray,  in  the  land  of  Tartarye.         (i) 
Ther  dwelte  a  king,  that  werreyed  Russye, 
Thnrgh  Avhich  ther  deyde  many  a  doughty 
man.  11 

This  noble  king  was  cleped  Camb^nskaii, 
Which  in  his  tyme  was  of  so  greet  renouu 
That  ther  nas  no-wher  in  no  regioun 
So  excellent  a  lord  in  alle  thing ;  15 

■^^^^   Him  lakkcd  uoght  that  longeth  to  a  king. 
^-^  As  of  the  secte  of  which  that  he  was  born 
He  kepte  his  lay,  to  which  that  he  was 
sworn ;  (10) 

And  ther-to  he  was  hardy,  W5-s,  and  riche. 
And  -f-pietous  and  just,  alwoy  y-liche  ;   20 
Sooth  of  his  word,  benigne  and  honurable. 
Of  Ills  corage  as  any  centre  stable  ; 
Yong,  fresh,  and  strong,  in  armes  desirous 
■"CtA^^As  any  bachelor  of  al  his  hous. 
^         A  fair  iiersone  he  was  and  fortunat,        25 
11.     And  kei)te  alwey  so  wcl  royal  estat, 
Tr^^That  ther  was  nowher  swich  another  man. 
*^'**f  This  noble  king,  this  Tartre  Cambiuskan 
J^A*  Hadde  two  sones  on  Elj'iheta  his  wyf,  (21) 
■,  Of  whiche  th'eldeste  highte  Algarsyf,    30 

'-<*«*    That  other  sone  was  cleped  Cambalo. 

A  doghter  hadde  this  worthy  king  also, 
■     That  yongest  was,  and  highte  Canacee. 
But  for  to  telle  yow  al  hir  beautee, 


■yJC^ 


^ 

^^." 


-cr 


It  Ijth  nat  in  my  tonge,  n'in  my  conning  ; 
I  dar  nat  undertake  so  heigh  a  thing.    36 
llyn  English  eek  is  insufficient ;    . 
It  moste  been  a  rethor  excellent,  (30) 

That  coude  his  colours  longing  for  that  art, 
If  he  sliolde  hir  discryven  every  part.    4a. 
I  am  non  swich,  I  moot  speke  as  I  can. 

And  so  bifel  that,  whan  this  Cambinskau 
Hath  twenty  winter  born  his  diademe. 
As  he  was  wont  fro  yeer  to  yeer,  I  deme. 
Pie  leet  the  feste  of  his  nativitee  45 

Don  cryen  thurghout  Sarray  liis  citee. 
The  last  Idus  of  March,  after  the  yeer. 
Phebus  the  sonne  ful  joly  was  and  cleer  ; 
For  he  was  neigh  his  exaltacioun  (41) 

In  Martes  face,  and  in  liis  mansioun      50 
In  Aries,  the  colerik  hote  signe. 
Ful  lusty  was  the  wedcr  and  benigne. 
For  which  the  foules,  agayn  the  sonne 

shene, 
Wliat  for  the  seson  and  the  yonge  grene, 
Ful  loude  songen  hir  affecciouns  ;  t,^ 

Hem  semed  ban  geten  hem  protecciouns 
Agayn  the  swerd  of  winter  kene  and  cold. 
This  Cambinskan,  of  which  I  have  yow 

told,  (50) 

In  royal  vestimont  sit  on  his  deys, 
With  diademe,  ful  heighe  in  his  paleys, 
And  halt  his  feste,  so  solempnc  and  so 

riche  61 

That  in  this  world  ne  was  ther  noon  it 

liclie. 
Of  which  if  I  shal  teljen  al  th'an-aj-. 
Than  wolde  it  occupye  a  someres  day; 
And  eek  it  nedeth  nat  for  to  devyse        65 
At  every  cours  the  ordre  of  hir  ser\'yse. 
I  wol  nat  tellen  of  hir  strange  sewes,  (59) 
Ne  of  hir  swannes,  ne  of  hir  heronsewes. 
Eek  in  that  lond,  as  tellen  knightes  olde, 
Ther  is  som  mete  that  is  ful  deyntee  holde, 
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Tliat  in  this  lond  men  recche  of  it  but 

smal  ;  "i 

Thcr  nis  no  man  that  may  reporton  al. 
I  wol  nat  tarien  yow,  for  it  is  pi"j'me, 
Aud.  for  it  is  no  fruit  biit  los  of  tyme  ; 
Un-to  my  firste  I  wnl  have  my  recovirs.  75 
And  so  bifel  that,  after  the  thriddo  cours, 
Wliyl  that  this  king  sit  thus  in  his  nobleye, 
Herkninge  his    minstralles   hir   thinges 

I'leye  (70) 

Biforn  him  at  the  bord  deliciously, 
In  at  the  halle-dore  al  sodeynly  80 

Thcr  cam  a  knight  np-on  a  stede  of  bras, 
And  in  his  hand  a  })rood  mironr  of  gla-s. 
Upon  his  thombo   ho  hadde   of  gold  a 

ring, 
And  by  his  syde  a  naked  swerd  hanging ; 
And  np  he  rydeth  to  the  heighe  bortl.    85 
In  al  tlie  halle  ne  was  thcr  spoke  a  word 
For  merveille  of  this  knight ;  him  to  bi- 

holde 
Fill  bisily  ther  wayten  yonge  and  olde. 
This  strange   knight,   that    cam    thus 

sodeynly,  (81) 

Al  armed  save  his  heed  ful  richely,        90 
Salueth  king  and  qncen,  and  lordos  alle, 
By  ordre,  as  they  scton  in  the  halle, 
With  so  heigh  reverence  and  obcisaunce 
As  wel  in  speche  as  in  contenaunce, 
That  Gawam,  with  his  olde  cnrteisy^    95 
Though  he  were  come  agej-n  out  of  Fairye, 
Ne  coude  him  hat  amende  with  a  word. 
And  after  this,  biforn  the  heighe  bord,  (90) 
He  with  a  manly  voys  seith  his  message, 
Alter  the  forme  used  in  his  langage,     100 
With-oitten  \'yce  of  sillable  or  of  lettre  ; 
And,  for  his  tale  sholdc  seme  the  bettre. 
Accordant  to  his  woixlos  was  his  chore, 
As  techeth   art  of  speche   hem  that  it 

lere ; 
Al-be-it  that  I  can  nat  soune  his  style,  105 
Ne  can  nat  climben  over  so  heigh  a  style, 
Yet  seye  I  this,  as  to  commune  entente. 
Thus  muche  amounteth  al  that  ever  he 

mente,  (>oo) 

If  it  so  be  tluit  I  have  it  in  mimic. 

He  seyde,  ■  the  king  of  Arabic  aud  of 

Inde,  no 

My  lige  lord,  on  this  solempne  day 
Saluetli  yow  as  he  best  can  and  naay. 
And  sendeth  yow,  in  honour  of  your  feste. 


By  mo,  that  am  al  redy  at  your  lieste, 
This  stede  of  bras,  that  csily  and  wel    1 15 
Can,  in  the  space  of  o  day  naturel, 
This  is  to  seyn,  in  fourc  and  twenty  houres, 
Wher-so  yow  list,  in   dioghte    or   elles 

shoures,  iio) 

Beren  your  body  in-to  every  place 
To  which  your  herte  wilneth  for  to  p.'y;e 
Witli-outen  wem  of  yow,  thurgh  fonl  or 

fair;  ui 

Or,  if  yow  list  to  fleen  as  hyc  in  the  air 
As  doth  an  egle,  whan  him  list  to  sore, 
This  same  stede  slial  here  yow  over-moro 
With-onten   harm,    til   ye   be  ther  yow 

leste,  1J5 

Though  that  ye  slepen  on  his  bak  or  reste  ; 
And  turne  ayeyn,  with  wrythingof  a  pin. 
He  that  it  wroghte  coude  ful  many  a  gin  ; 
He  way  ted  many  a  constellacioun  (ui) 
Er  he  had  doon  this  operacionn  ;  1  ^o 

And   knew  ful   many  a  seel  and   many 

a  bond. 
This  mirour  eek,  that  I  have  in  myn 

bond. 
Hath  swich  a  might,  that  men  maj'  in  it 

see 
Whan  ther  shal  faUen  any  adversitee 
Un-to  your  regue  or  to  your-self  also ;    135 
And  openly  who  is  your  freend  or  foo. 
And  over  al  this,  if  any  lady  bright 
Hath  set  hir  herte  on  any  maner  'vvight. 
If  he  be  fals,  she  shal  his  treson  see,     O31) 
His  newe  love  and  al  his  subtiltee         140 
So  openly,  that  ther  shal  no-thing  hyde. 
Wherfor,  ageyn  this  lusty  someres  tyde, 
This  mirour  and  tliis  ring,  that  ye  may  see, 
He  hath  sent  to  my  lady  Canacee, 
Yoiir  exceUente  doghtcr  that  is  hci-e.     145 

The  vertu  of  the  ring,  if  ye  wol  here, 
Is  this  ;  that,  if  hir  lust  it  for  to  were  (139) 
Up-on  hir  thombe,  or  in  hir  imr5  it  here, 
Ther   is   no   foul   that  lleeth   under  the 

hevene 
That   she   ne  shal   wel -understonde   his 

stevene,  150 

And  knowe  his  niening  openly  and  pleyn. 
And  answere  him  in  his  langage  ageyn. 
And  every  gras  that  groweth  up-on  rote 
She  shal  eek  knowe,  and  whom  it  wol  do 

bote, 
Al  be  his  woundes  never  so  depe  and  wyde. 
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This  naked  swerd,  that  hangeth  by  my 

syde,  156 

Swich  vertu  hath,  that  vhat  man  so  ye 

smyte, 
Thurgh-oiit  his  armitrc  it  wol  kerve  aud 

byte,  ('50) 

Were  it  as  thikko  as  is  a  branched  00k  ; 
And  Avhat  man  that  is  woiindetl  with  the 

strook  160 

Shal  never  be  hool  til  that  yow  list,  of 

grace, 
To  stroke  him  with  the  platte  in  thilke 

place 
Ther  he  is  hnrt :  this  is  as  miiche  to  seyn 
Ye  mote  with  the  platto  swerd  ageyn 
Stroke  him  in  the  wonnde.   and   it  wol 

close ;  165 

This  is  a  verray  sooth,  with-oiiten  gloso. 
It  failleth  nat  Avhyl  it  is  in  your  hold.' 
And  whan  this  knight  hath  thus  his 

tale  told,  (i6o) 

He  rydeth  ont  of  halle,  and  doim  he  light e. 
His   stede,   Avhich   that   slioon   as   sonne 

bright  e,  170 

Staut  in  the  court,  as  stillo  as  any  stoon. 
This  knight  is  to  his  chambre  lad  anon, 
And  is  unarmed  and  to  mete  y-set. 

The  presents  been  ful  royally  y-fet. 
This  is  to  seyn,  the  swerd  and  the  mirour. 
And  born  auou  in-tothe  heigbe  tour  176 
With,  certeine  officers  ordej-ned  therfore  ; 
And  un-toCanacee  this  ring  was  bore  (170) 
Solempnely,  ther  she  sit  at  the  table. 
But  sikerly,  with-outen  any  fable,  180 
The  hors  of  bras,  that  may  nat  be  remewed. 
It  stant  as  it  were  to  the  ground  y-glewed. 
Ther  may  no  man  out  of  the  place  it  drJ'^-e 
For  noon  engj-n  of  windas  or  polyve  ;  184 
Aud  cause  why,  fur  they  can  nat  the  craft. 
And  therefore  in  the'place  they  ban  it 

laft 
Til  that  the  knight  hath  taught  hem  the 

manere 
To  ^oyden  him,  as  ye  shal  after  here.  (180) 
Greet  was  the  prees,  that  swarmeth  to 

and  fro,  iSy 

To  gaiiren  on  this  Lors  that  stondeth  so ; 
For  it  so  heigh  was,  and  so' brood  and  long, 
80  wcl  proporcioiied  for  to  ben  strong, 
Kigbt  as  it  were  a  stede  of  Lumbardyo 
Ther-with  so  horsly.  and  so  quik  of  ye 
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As  it  a  gentil  I'oileys  courser  were.        195 
For  certes,  fro  his  tayl  un-to  his  ere, 
Nature  ne  art  ne  coude  hiin  nat  amende 
lu  no  degree,  as  al  the  peple  wende.  (190) 
But  evermore  liir  moste  wonder  was, 
How   that    it   coude   goon,    and   ^^■as    of 

bras ;  2uu 

It  was  of  Fairj-e,  as  the  peple  semed. 
Diverse  folk  di\'ersely  they  denied  ; 
As  many  hedes,  as  many  wittes  ther  been. 
They  murmuredeu  as  dooth  a  swarm  of 

been, 
And  maden  skilcs  after  hir  fantasyes,    205 
iJehersinge  of  thise  olde  poetryes. 
And  seyden,  it  was  l.vk  the  Pegasee, 
The  hors  that  hadde  winges  for  to  flee  ;  (-'oo  > 
Or  elles  it  was  the  Grekes  hors  Synon, 
That  broghte  Troye  to  destruccion,        sio 
As  men  may  in  thise  olde  gestes  rede. 
■  Myn  horte,'  quod  oon,  'is  evermore  iu 

drede  ; 
I  trowe  som  men  of  ai-mes  been  ther-inne, 
That  shapen  hem.  this  citee  for  to  winnc. 
It  were  right  good  that  al  swich  thing 

were  knowe.'  215 

Another  rowned  to  his  felawe  lowe, 
Aud  seyde,  '  he  lyeth,  it  is  rather  lyk 
An  apparence  y-maad  b.vsom  mag>'k,  (210) 
As  jogclours  pleyen  at  thise  festes  groto.' 
Of  sondrj'  doutes   thus  they  jangle  and 

trete,  220 

As  lewed  peple  demeth  comunly 
Of  thingcs  that  ben  maad  more  subtiUy 
Than  ihoy  can  in  her  lewednes  compre- 

hende ;         ^^a*aa>^ 
They  demen  gladly  to  the  badder  ende. 
And  somme  of  hem  wondred  on  the 

mirour,  225 

That  born  was  up  in-to  the  maister-tour, 
How  men  mighte  in  it  swiche  thinges  see. 
Another  auswerde,  and  seyde  it  mighte 

wel  be  (220) 

Naturolly,  by  composiciouns 
vOf  angles  and  of  slyo  rcflexiouns,  230 

A\nd  seyden,  that  in  Komo  was  swich  oou. 
They  spekeriofAlocon  and  y^t:ulon. 
'  d  Ai'Ts'fotle,  that  writcn  in  hir  lyves 
qucynte  mirours  and  of  prospcctjnes 
As  knowon  they  that  ban  liir  bokes  herd 
And  othere  folk  hanwondred  on  tl 

swerd  230 
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ThatwoldepercenthnrKh-outevery-thing; 
And  fille  in  spcchf  of  Tl»oloi>hiis  tlio  king, 
And  of  Acliilles  with  his  queynto  spere, 
For  hf  coiule  with  it  bothe  helo  and  dere, 
Eight  in  swich  ^vyse  as  men  may  with  the 

swerd  {-}?)  24' 

Of  which  right  now  ye  han  your-selven 

herd. 
Tliey  speken  of  sondry  harding  of  metal, 
And  .speke  of  medicynes  ther-witli-al, 
And  liow,  and  whanno,  it  sholde  y-harded 

be ;  245 

T^^lich  is  nnknowe  algates  \into  mo. 

Tho  spoke  they  of  Canacei'S  ring, 
And  seyden   alle,  that  swich   a   wonder 

thing  (-40) 

Of  craft  of  ringes  herd©  they  never  non, 
8ave  that  he,  Moyses,  and  king  Salomon 
Hadde  a  name  of  konning  in  swich  art.  251 
Thus  seyn  tho   peple,  and  drawen  hem 

apart. 
But  nathelees,  somme  seyden  that  it  was 
Wonder  to  mnkeu  of  forn-asshen  glas, 
And  yet  nis  glas  nat  lyk  asshen  of  fern  ; 
Bnt  for  they  han  j'-knowen  it  so  fern,  256 
Therfore  cesseth  her  jangling  and   her 

wonder. 
As    Sore  wondren    somme    on    cause   of 

thonder,  (250) 

On  ebbe,  on  flood,  on  gossomer,  and  on 

mist,  259 

And  alle  thing,  til  that  the  cause  is  wist. 
Thus  jangle  they  and  demon  and  devyse, 
Til  that  the  king  gan  fro  the  bord  arj-se. 
Phebus  hath  laft  the  angle  meridional. 
And  yet  ascending  was  the  beest  royal. 
The  geutil  Leon,  with  his  Aldiran,        265 
Whan  that  tills  Tartre  king,  this  Cam- 

binskan,  (258) 

Eoos  fro  his  bord,  ther  that  he  sat  ful  hyo.' 
Toforn  him  gooth  the  loude  minstralcye, 
Til  he  cam  to  his  chambre  of  ijarements, 
Ther  as  theysownen  diverse  instruments, 
That  it  is  lyk  an  heven  for  to  here.        271 
Now  dauncen  lusty  Venus  children  dere. 
For  in  the  Fish  hir  lady  sat  ful  bye, 
And  loketh  on  hem  with  a  freendly  ye. 

This  noble  king  is  set  up  in  his  trone.  275 
This  strange  knight  is  fet  to  him  fulsone, 
And  on  the  daunce  he  gooth  with  Canacee. 
Heer  is  the  revel  and  the  jolitee  (2-0) 


That  is  nat  able  a  dul  man  to  devyse.  279 
He  moste  ban  knowen  love  and  his  ser\yse, 
And   been  a  festlich   man    as   fresh    as 

May, 
That  sholde  yow  devysen  swich  array. 

Who   coude    telle    yow    tlic    forme    c-f 
daunces, 
So  uncouthe  and  so  fresshe  cf'Utenaunces. 
.Swich  subtil  loking  and  dissimnlinges  285 
Fordredeofjalousemenneeapercey\-ingesV 
No  man  but  Launcelot,  and  he  is  deed. 
Therefor  I  passe  of  al  this  lustiheed  ;  (280) 
I  scye  na-more,  but  in  this  jolynesse 
I  k'te  hem,  til  men  to  the  soper  dresse.  200 

The  styward  bit  the  spyces  for  to  hye, 
And  cek  the  wyn,  in  al  this  melodye. 
The  usshers  and  the  S(iu.-\-ers  ben  y-goon  ; 
The  spyces  and  the  wyn  is  cume  anoon. 
They  etc  and  drinke  :  ;intl  whan  this  hadde 
an  ende,  295 

Un-to  the   temple,   as    reson    was.    they 
wende. 

The  ser\-ico  doon,  they  soupen  al  by  day. 
What  nedotliyowreherccn  Irir  array? (2901 
Ech  man  wot  wel,  that  at  a  kinges  feeste  ,    a 
Hath  plentee.  to  the  moste   and  to  the**^  "M 

lecste,  3o*> 

And    dcyntees    mo    tliau    been    in    my 

knowing. 
Al^aftei>6oper  gooth  this  noble  king 
To  seen  this  hors  of  bras,  with  al  tho  roixte 
Of  lordes  and  of  ladyes  him  aboutc. 

Swich  wondring  was  ther  on  this  hors 
of  bi-as  305 

That,  sin  the  grete  sege  of  Troye  was, 
Tlier-as  men  wondrcdon  on  an  hors  also, 
Ne  was  ther  swich  a  wondring  as  was  tho. 
But  fj-nally  the  king  axeth  tliis  knight  (301) 
The  vei-tu  of  this  courser  .and  the  might. 
And  preyede  him  to  telle  his  goveniaunce. 

Tliis  hors  anoon  bigan   to  trippe  and 

daunce,  31-' 

Wlian  that  this  knight  leyde  hand  up-on 

his  reyne, 
And  seyde,  '  sir,  ther  is  na-more  to  seyne. 
But,  whan  yow  list  to  rydcn  any-where.j  15 
Ye  moten  trille  a  pin,  stant  in  his  ere, 
Which  I  shall  telle  yow  bit  wix  vs  two.  (309) 
Ye  mote  nempne  him  to  what  place  also 
Or  to  what  contreethat  yow  list  to  ryde.319 
And  whan  ye  come  ther  as  yow  list  abyde, 
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Bidde  him  desceude,  and  trille  anotlierpin, 
For  ther-in  lytli  the  effect  of  al  the  gin, 
And  he  wol  doun  descende  and  doou  yonr 

M-ille  ; 
And  in  that  place  he  wol  abyde  stille, 
Though  al  the  world  the  contrarie  haddo 

y-swore  ;  3-'5 

He  shal   nat  thenues  beu  y-drawe   u"y- 

hore. 
Or,  if  yow  liste  bidde  him  thennes  goon, 
Trille  this  pin,  and  he  "wol  vanishe  anoon 
Out  of  the  sighte  of  every  maner  wight,(32i ) 
And  come  agayn,  be  it  by  day  or  night,  330 
When  that  yow  list  to  clepeu  him  ageyn 
In  swich  a  gyse  a?  I  shal  to  yow  seyn 
Bitwixe  yow  and  me,  and  that  ful  sone. 
Eyde  whan  yow  list,  ther  is  na-more  to 

done.' 
Enformed  whan  the  king  was  of  that 

knight,  335 

And  hath  conceyved  in  his  wit  aright 
The  maner  and  the  forme  of  al  this  thing, 
Thus  glad  and  blythe,  this  noble  doughty 

king        ■  (330.) 

Eepeireth  to  his  revel  as  biforn. 
The  brydel  is  un-to  the  tour  y-boru,      340 
And  kept  among    his   jewels  leve    and 

dere. 
The  hors  vanisshed,  I  noot  in  what  manere, 
Out  of  hir  sighte  ;  ye  gete  na-more  of  me. 
But  thus  I  lete  in  hist  and  lolitee 
This  Caml)ynskanhislordes  festeyinge,345 
Til  wel  ny  the  day  bigan  to  springe. 
Explicit  prima  pars. 
Sequitur  pars  seciinda. 

The  norice  of  digestioun,  the  slepe, 

Gan  on  hem  winke,  and  bad  hem  taken 

kepe,  (340) 

That  muchel  drink  and  labour  wolde  han 

reste  ; 
And  with  a  galping  mouth  hem  alle  he 

keste,  350 

And  seyde,  '  it  was  tyme  to  Ij'e  adouii, 
For  blood  was  in  his  dominacioun  ; 
Cherissheth  blood,  natures  freend,'  quod 

he. 
They  thanken  him  galpinge,  by  two,  by 

three, 
And  every  wight  gan  drawe  hian  to  his 

reste,  355 


As  slepe  hem  bad ;  they  toke  it  for  the 

beste. 
Hir  dremes  shul  nat  been  y-told  for  me  ; 
Ful  were  hir  hodos  of  fumositee,  (350) 

That  causeth  dreem,  of  which  ther  nisno 

charge.  359 

They  slepen  til  that  it  waspryme  large, 
The  moste  part,  but  it  were  Canacee  ; 
She  was  ful  mesurable,  as  wommen  be. 
For  of  hir  fader  liadde  she  take  leve 
To  gon  to  reste,  sone  after  it  was  eve  ; 
Hir  liste  nat  appalled  for  to  be,  365 

Xor  on  the  morwe  unfestlich  for  to  see  ; 
And  slepte  hir  lirste  sleep,  and  thanno 

awook.  '359) 

For  swich  a  joye  she  in  hir  herte  took 
Both  of  hir  queynte  ring  and  hir  mirour. 
That  twenty  tyme  she  changed  hir  colour  ; 
And  in  hir  slepe,  right  for  imi^ressioun  371 
Of  hir  mirour,  she  hadde  a  visioun. 
Wherfore,  er  that  the  Sonne  gan  x\p  glyde. 
She  cleped  on  hir  maistresse  hir  bisyde, 
And  seyde,  that  hir  liste  for  to  ryse.       375 
Thise  olde  wommen  that  been  gladly 

wyse, 
As  is  hir  maistresse,  answerde  hir  anoon, 
And    seyde,     '  madame,    wliider   wil    ye 

goon  (■370) 

Thus  erlj'  ?  for  the  folk  ben  alle  on  reste.' 

'  I  wol,'  quod  she,  '  aryse,  for  me  leste  380 

No  lenger  for  to  slepe,  and  walke  aboute.' 

Hir  maistresse  clepeth  wommen  a  gret 

route, 
And  up  they  rysen,  wel  a  ten  or  twelve  ; 
Up  ryseth  fresshe  Canacee  hir-selve, 
As  rody  and  bright  as  dooth  the  yonge 

Sonne,  385 

That  in  the  Eam  is  four  degrees  \ip-ronne ; 
Noon  hyer  was  he,  whan  she  redy  was ; 
And  forth  she  walkcth  esily  a  pas,      (380) 
Ari'ayed  after  the  lusty  seson  sote  389 

Lightly,  for  to  plcye  and  walkc  on  fotc  ; 
Nat  but  with  i'yve  or  six  of  hir  nieynee  ; 
And  in  a  trench,  forth  in  the  park,  goth 

she. 
The  vapour,  which  that  fro  the  erthe  glood, 
ilade  the  Sonne  to  seme  rody  and  brood  ; 
But  nathelecs,  it  was  so  fair  a  sighte     395 
That  it  made  alle  hir  hortes  for  to  lighte, 
What  for  the  seson  and  the  morweninge, 
And  for  the  foules  that  she  herde  singe  ; 
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For  right  fvnoii  slip  'wisto  what  tlioy  mente 
Right  byhir  son^, nnd  knewal hir  nntente. 
The  knotte,  why  that  every  tale  is  tokl, 
If  it  be  taried  til  that  lust  be  cold 
Of  hem  that  han  it  after  herkiied  j'ore, 
The  Bavour  passeth  ever  lepger  the  more, 
For  fiilsomnesse  of  his  prolixitee.  405 

And  by  the  same  reson  thinkcth  mo, 
I  sholdo  to  the  knotte  condescende. 
And  maken    of    hir  walking    sone    an 

ende,  (400) 

Amidde  n  tree  ford  rye,  as  whyt  as  chalk. 
As  Canacee  was  pleying  in  hir  walk,     410 
Ther  eat  a  fancon  over  hir  heed  ful  hye, 
That  with  a  pitons  voys  so  gan  to  crye 
That  all  the  wode  resounod  of  hir  cry. 
Y-beten  liath  she  hir-self  so  pitonsly     414 
With  bothe  hir  winges,  til  the  rede  blood 
Han  cndelong  the  tree  ther-as  she  stood. 
And  ever  in   oon   she  cryde   nlwey   and 

shrighte, 
And    with    hir    beok    hir-selven   so   she 

prighte,  (410) 

That   ther  nis  tygre,    ne   noon   so   cmel 

beste, 
That  dwelleth  either  in  wode  or  in  foreste 
That   nolde   han    wept,  if  that  lie  wepe 

rondf,  421- 

For  sorwe  of  hir,  she  shrighte  alwey  so 

londe. 
For  ther  nas  iie\-er  yet  no  man  on  Iy\-e — 
If  that  I  condc  a  fancon  wel  diseryve — 
That  herde  of  swicli  another  of  fairnesse, 
As  wel  of  iilumage  as  of  gentillesse  426 
Of  shap,  and  al  that  mightc  y-rekened  be. 
A  fancon  peregryn  than  semed  she  (420) 
Of  fremde  land  ;   and  evermore,  as  she 

stood, 
.She  swowneth  now  and  now  for  lalcke  of 

blood,  430 

Til  wel  neigh  is  she  fallen  fro  the  tree. 

This  faire  kinges  doghter,  Canacee, 
That  on  hir  fingeJ"  bar  the  queynte  ring, 
Tliurgh  which  she  iindei-stood  wel  every 

thing 
That  any  foul  may  in  his  ledene  se.yn,  435 
And  ooude   answere  him  in  his  ledene 

ageyn, 
Hath  understonde  what  this  fancon  seyde, 
And  wel  neigh  for  the  rewthe  almost  she 

deyde.  (4?f>) 


And  to  the  tree  she  gooth  ful  hastily, 
And  on  this  faiicon  lokoth  pitoiisly,      440 
And  heeld  hir  lappe  abrood,  for  wel  she 

wiste 
The  faiTcon  moste  fallen  fro  the  twiste, 
"Wlien  that  it  swowned  next,  for  lakke  of 

blood. 
A  longe  while  to  wayten  hir  she  stood 
Till  atte  histo  she  spak  in  this  manore  445 
Un-to  the  liatik,  as  j-o  shul  .ifter  here. 

'  What  is  the  cause,  if  it  be  for  to  telle. 
That  ye  be  in  this  fnrial  pyne  of  helle  ?' 
Quod  Canacee  vin-to  this  liauk  above.  (441) 
'  Is  tliis  for  sorwe  of  der-tli  or  log  of  love  ? 
For,  as  I  trowe,  thise  ben  causes  two    451 
That  causen  moost  a  gentil  herte  wo  ; 
Of  other  harm  it  nodeth  nat  to  speke. 
For  ye  yonr-self  upon  yonr-self  yow  wreke, 
Whi(di  proveth  wel,  that  either  love  or 
•  drede  455 

Mot  been  encheson  of  your  cruel  dede, 
Sin  that  I  see  non  other  wight  yow  chace. 
For  love  of  god,  as  dooth  your-selven  grace 
Or  what  may  ben  your  help  ;  for  west  nor 

eest  (451) 

Ne  sey  I  never  er  now  no  brid  ne  beest 
That  ferde  with  hini-self  so  pitonsly.    ^61 
Ye  slee  me  with  your  sorwe,  vcrraily  : 
I  have  of  yow  so  gret  compassionn. 
For  goddcs  love,  com  fro  the  tree  adoun  ; 
And,  as  I  am  a  kinges  doghter  trewe,  4*^5  I 
If  that  I  verraily  the  cause  knewe 
Of  your  disese,  if  it  lay  in  my  might. 
I  wolde  amende  it,  er  that  it  were  night, 
As  wisly  heljie  me  grot  god  of  kinde  !  (461) 
And  herbes  shal  I  right  y-nowe  y-finde 
To  hele  with  your  hurtes  hastily.'  471 

Tho  shrighte  this  faucon  more  pitonsly 
Than  ever  she  dide,  and  fil  to  grounde 

anoon, 
And  lyth  aswowiie,  deed,  and  lyk  a  stoon, 
Til  Canacee  hath  in  hir  lappe  hir  take  475 
Un-to  the  tyme  she  gan  of  swongh  awake. 
And,  after  that  she  of  hir  swougli  gan 

breyde, 
Eight  in   hir    lianke.s    ledene  thus    she 

seyde :—  (470) 

'That  pitee  ronneth  sone  in  gentil  herte, 
Felinghis  similitude  in  peynessmerte.  480 
Is  preved  al-day,  as  men  may  it  see, 
As  wel  bv  werk  as  Tiv  axxctoritee  ; 
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Fox"  goiitil  licrte  lij-tlioth  gontillesse. 
I  see  "wol,  that  ye  han  of  my  distresse 
Compassioi^n,  my  faire  Canaeee,  485 

Of  vorray  womnianlj'  honignitee 
That  nature  in  your  principle!?  hath  set. 
But  for  non  hope  for  to  faro  the  bet.  (480) 
But  for  ti)  obeye  im-to  your  hcrtc  free, 
And  for  to  maktjn  other  be  war  by  me, 
As  by  the  whelp  chasted  is  the  leoun,-  491 
Right  for  that  cause  and  that  conclnsioun, 
Whyl  that  I  have  a  leyserand  a  space, 
iAIj-n  liiu'm.  I  wol  confessen,  cr  I  pace.' 
And  ever,  whyl  thatoon  hir  sorwe  tolde, 
That  other  weep,  as  she  to  water  wolde. 
Til  that  the  faueon  bad  hir  to  be  stille ; 
And,  mth  a  syk,  right  thus  she  seyde  hir 

wille.  (490)  498 

'  Ther   I  was  bred  (alias  !   that  hardc 

day!) 
And  fostred  in  a  roche  of  marbul  gray 
So  teudrely,  that  nothing  eyled  me,      501 
I  niste  nat  what  was  adversitee. 
Til  I  conde  flee  ful  bye  under  the  sky, 
Tho  dwelte  a  tercclet  me  faste  bj', 
That  scnied  welle  of  alle  gentillesse  ;    505 
Al  were  he  ful  of  treson  and  falsnesse. 
It  was  so  wrapped  under  humble  chere. 
And  under  liewe   of  trouthe    in    swich 

nianere,  ^500) 

Under  iilesancc,  and  under  bisy  peyne, 
I  That  no  wiglit  coude  han  wend  he  coude 

feyne,  510 

So  depe  in  greyn  he  dyed  his  coloures. 
Eight  as  a  serpent  hit  him  under  floures 
Til  ho  may  seen  his  tynie  for  to  bj-te, 
■Right  90  this  god  of  love,  this  ypocrjd;e. 
Doth  so  his  cerimoiiios  and  obeisaunces, 
And  kepeth  in  semlihint  alle  his  ol)sor- 

vances  516 

That  sownelh  in-to  gentillesse  of  love. , 
As  in  a  toumbe  is  al  tiie  faire  above,  (510) 
And  under  is  the  corps,  swich  as  ye  woot, 
Swich  was  this  ypocryte,  bothe  cold  and 

hoot,  5J0 

And  in  this  wyse  he  served  his  entente. 
That  (save  the  fecnd)  non  wiste  what  he 

mente. 
Til   he   so  longe   had   wopon   and    com- 

pleyned. 
And  many  a  yeer  his  service  to  me  feyned. 
Til  that  myn  ]iei-te,  to  pitous  and  to  nyce. 


Al  innocent  of  his  cronnod  malice,        k,::6 
For-forod  of  his  dccth,  a^s  thoughte  me, 
Upon  his  othes  and  his  seuretee,  (5^0) 

Graunted  him  love,  on  this  oondicioun, 
That  evermore  myn  honour  .ind  renoxm 
Were  saved,  botlic  privee  and  apert ;    -^ 
This  is  to  seyn,  that,  after  his  desert, 
I  yaf  him   al  myn    herte    and    al    my 

thoght — 
God  woot  and  he,  that  otherwysenoght-^ 
And  took  his  herte  in  chaunge  for  mj-n 

But  sooth  is  seyd,  gon  sithen  many  a  day, 
"A  trew  wight  and  a  tlieef  thenken  rat 

oon." 
And,  whan  he  saugh   the   thing   so  for 

y-goon,  ^530) 

That  I  had  graunted  him  fully  my  love, 
In  swich  a  gyse  as  I  have  se5'd  above,  540 
And  yeven  him  my  trewe  herte,  as  free 
As  he  swoor  he  his  herte  yaf  to  me  ; 
Anon  this  tygre,  ful  of  doublenesse, 
Fil  on  his  knees  with   so  devout  hum- 

blesse. 
With  so  heigh  reverence,  and,  as  by  hi;? 

chere,  545 

So  lyk  a  gontil  lovere  of  manere, 
■So  ravisshed,  as  it  semeil,  for  the  joye, 
That  never  .lason,  ne  Parys  of  Troye,  ''540) 
.Tason  ?  certes,  ne  non  other  man, 
Sin  Lameth  was,  that  alderfirst  bigan  550 
/To  loveu  two,  as  writen  folk  biforn, 
No  never,  sin  the  lirsto  man  was  born, 
Xa  coude  man,  by  twenty  thousand  part, 
Coiintrefeto  the  sophimos  of  his  art ; 
Ne  were  worthy  xmbokele  his  galochn,  555 
Ther  doublenesse  or  feyning  f;holde  iip- 

proche, 
Ne  so  coude  thanko  a  wight  as  he  did  me  • 
His  maner  was  an  heven  for  to  see     (550) 
Til  any   womman,   wore    slie    never    so 

wys; 
So  peynted  he  and  kembde  at  point-devys 
As  wol  his  wordes  as  his  contenaunce.  561 
And  1  so  lovede  him  for  his  obeisaunce. 
And  for  the  trouthe  I  domed  in  his  herte, 
1  That,   if  so   were  that    any   thing    him 

smerte, 

Al  were  it  never  so  lyte,  and  I  it  wiste,  56,5 
Me   thoughte,    I  felte  deeth   myn  hertb 

fcwisto. 
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And   shortly,   so   ferfortli   this  thing  is 
wont,  (559) 

That  my  wil  was  liis  willcs  instmment ; 
This  is  to  seyn,  my  wil  obeyed  his  wil 
In  alle  thing,  as  fer  as  reson  fil,  570 

Keping  tJie  bonndes  of  my  worship  ever. 
No  never  haddo  I  thing  so  leof,  ne  lever. 
As  him,  god  woot !  ne  never  shal  na-mo. 
This  lasteth  lenger  than  a  ycer  or  two, 
That  I  supposed  of  him  noght  but  good. 
But  fynally,  thus  atto  laste  it  stood,     576 
That  fortune  woldo  that  he  moste  twinne 
Out  of  that  plaoo  which  that  I  was  inne. 
Wher  me  was  wo,  that  is  no  questioun  ; 
T  can  nat  make  of  it  diseripcioun  ;        580 
For  o  thing  dar  I  tellen  boUlely,  (573) 

I  knowe  what  is  the  peyne  of  deth  ther-by ; 
Swich  harm   I   felto   for   he   ne  mighte 

bilevc. 
So  on  a  day  of  me  he  took  liis  levo. 
So  sorwefully  eck,  that  I  wende  verraily 
That  ho  had  felt  aa  muche  harm  as  I,  586 
Whan  tliat  I  herde  himi  speko,  and  saugh 
his  hcwe.  (579) 

But  nathelees,  I  thoughte  lie  was  so  trewe. 
And  eek  that  he  repaire  sholdo  agcyn 
With-inne  a  litel  whyle,  sooth  to  seyn  ;  590 
Aiid  reson  wolde  eek  that  he  moste  go 
For  his  honour,  as  ofte  it  liappeth  so, 
That  I  made  vertu  of  necessitee. 
And  took  it  wcl,  sin  that  it  moste  be. 
As   I  best   mighte,  I  hidde  fro  him  my 
sorwe,  595 

And  toolc  him  by  the  hond,  seint  John  to 

bom'o, 

\nd  seyde  him  thus  :  '■  lo,  I  am  youres  al ; 

iii'th  swich  as  I  to  y.)w  have  been,  and 

shal."  (590) 

What  he  answerde,  it  nedeji  noght  re- 

herce. 
Who  can  sey  bet  than  he,   who  can  do 
wersc '?  600 

Wlian  he  hatli  al  wel  seyd,  thanno  hath 

he  dDon. 
"Therfor  bihoveth  him  a  ful  long  spoon 
That  shal  etc  with  a  feend,"  thus  herde 

I  seye. 
So  atte  lastc  he  mosto  forth  his  woyo, 
And  forth  he  fleeth,  til  lie  cam  thor  him 
Icste.  605 

Wlian  it  cam  hina  to  purpos  for  to  rcste. 


I  trowe  he  hadde  thilke  text  in  minde, 
Tliat  "  alio  thing,  reiieiring  to  his  kindo, 
<  xladeth  him-self "' ;  thus  seyn  men,  as  I 

gesse ;  (601) 

Men  loven  of  propre   kindo   newfangel- 

nesse,  6ia 

As  briddes  doon  that  men  in  cages  fedo. 
For  though  thou  night  and  day  take  of 

hem  hcdo, 
And  strawo  liir  cage  fairo  and  softo  as 

silk. 
And  yeve  hem  sugre,  hony,   breed   and 

milk. 
Yet  riglit  anon,  as  that  his  dore  is  uppe, 
He  with  his  feet  wol  spume  adonn  his 

cuppe,    ..  6i() 

And  to  the  wode  he  wol  and  wormes  eto  ; 
So  newcfangel  been  they  of  hir  mete,  (610) 
And  loven  noveli'j'cs  of  jjropre  kindo  ; 
Xo   gentillesse  of   blood    [ne]  may  hem 

binde.  620 

So  ferde  this  tercelet,  alias  the  day  I 
Though  he  were  gentil  bom,  and  fi-esh 

and  gay. 
And  goo<lly  for  to  seen,  and  humble  and 

free. 
He  saugh  up-on  a  tymo  a  kyte  flee. 
And  sodeynly  he  loved  this  kyte  so,      62$ 
Tliat  al  his  love  is  cleno  fro  me  ago. 
And  hath  his  troiitlie  falsed  in  this  wyse ; 
Thus  hath  the  kyte  my  love  in  hir  ser- 

vyse,  x62o) 

And  I  am  lom  with-outen  remeilye  ! ' 
And  with  that  word  this  faueon  gan  to 

cryo,  630 

.\nd  swowned  eft  in  Canacees  bamie. 
Greet  was  the  sorwoj   for  the  haukes 

harme, 
That  Canacee  and  alle  hir  wommen  made ; 
They  niste  how  thoy  mighte  the  faueon 

glade.  634 

But  Canacee  horn  bereth  hir  in  liirlappe, 
And  softely  in  piastres  gan  hir  wrappo, 
Ther  as  she  with  hir  beek  had  liiu-t  liir- 

selve.  (629) 

Now  can  nat  Canacee  but  herbes  delve 
Out   of  the    grounde,    and    make    salves 

newe 
Of  herbes  precious,  and  fyne  of  hewc,  640 
To  helen  with  this  haulc  ;  fro  day  to  night 
She  dooth  hir  bisinesse  and  al  hir  might. 
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And  by  hir  Leddos  licod  she  made  a  niowe, 

And  covered  it  with  velui'ttes  blewc, 

In  signe  of  tronthe  Hint  is  in  wommen 

sene.  645 

And  al  witli-onto,  the  niewo  is  pej-nted 

grene, 
In  which  were  peynted  alio  thiso  false 

foiales,  (639) 

As  heth  thise  tidifs,  tercelets,  and  oules, 
Pig-ht  for  despyt  were  peynted  hem  hisyde, 
And  pyes,  on  hem  for  to  cryo  and  chyde. 
Thus  lete  I  Canacee  hir  hauk  kcping  ; 
I  wol  na-more  as  now  speke  of  liir  ring, 
Til  it  come  eft  to  purpos  for  to  seyn 
How  that  this  fancon  gat  hir  love  ageyn 
Eepentant,  as  tho  storin  telleth  ns  655 

By  mediacionn  of  Cambulus, 
The  kinges  sone,  of  whiche  I  yow  tolde. 
But  hennos-forth  I  wol  my  proces  holde 
To  speke  of  avontures  and  of  batailles, 
That  never  yet  was  herd  so  grete  mer- 

vailles.  (652)  660 

First  wol  I  telle  yow  of  Cambinskan, 
That  in  his  tymo  many  a  citee  wan ; 
And  after  wol  I  speke  of  Algarsyf, 
How  that  he  wan  Theodora  to  his  wyf, 
For  whom  fnl  ofte  in  greet  peril  he  was, 
Ne  hadde  ho  ben  holpen  by  the  stede  of 

bras ;  666 

And  after  wol  I  speke  of  Cambalo, 
Tliat  faught  in  listes  with  the  hretheren 

two  •      (660) 

For  Canacee,  cr  that  he  mighte  hir  winne. 

And  ther  I  lefte  I  wol  ageyn  biginne.  670 

Explicit  secunda  pars. 

Incipit  pars  tercia. 

AppoUo  whirleth  up  his  char  so  hye, 

[T.  om. 
Til  that   tlie   god    Mercurius    lions    the 

s\yc—  [T.  om. 

{Unfinished.) 

Here  folwen  the  wordes  of  the  Frankelin 
to  the  Squier,  and  the  wordes  of  the 
Host  to  the  Frankelin. 

'In   faith,   Sqnier,   thou   liast    thee   wel 
y-qiiit, 


So 


As 


And  gentilly  I  prciso  wel  thy  wit,' 

Quod  tlie  Frankeleyn,  'considering   thy 

yonthe,  675 

feelingly  thon   spekest.    sir,   I   allow 

the  ! 

to  my   doom,    there   is   non   that   is 

liere 
Of  eloquence  that  shal  be  thy  pere, 
If  that  thou  live  ;    god  .^-eve  theo  good 

channce,  679 

And  in  vertn  sonde  thee  continuaunce  ! 
For  of  thy  speche  I  have  greet  deyntee. 
I  have  a  sone,  and,  by  the  Trinitee,      (10) 
I  hadde  lever  than  twenty  pound  worth 

lond, 
Thoiigh  it  right  now  were  fallen  in  myn 

hond, 
He  were  a  man  of  swich  discrecioun     685 
As  that  yo  been  !  fy  on  possessioun 
But-if  a  man  bo  vcrtuous  witli-al. 
I  have  my  sone  snibbed,  and  yet  shal. 
For  he  to  vertu  listeth  nat  entonde  ; 
But  for  to  pleye  at  decs,  and  to  despende. 
And  lese  al  that  he  hath,  is  his  usage.  691 
And  he  hath  lever  talken  with  a  pagG(2o) 
Tlian  to  comune  with  any  gentil  wight 
Ther  he  mighto  lerne  gentillcsse  aright.' 
'Straw  for  your  gentiUesse,'  quod  our 

liost ;  695 

'  "Wliat,  frankeleyn  ?  pardee,  sir,  wel  thou 

wost 
That  eehe  of  yow  mot  tellen  atte  lesto 
A  tale  or  two,  or  broken  his  biheste.' 
'That    knowo    I   wol,    sir,'    quod    the 

frankeleyn  ; 
'  I  prey  yow,  liaveth  me  nat  in  desdeyn 
Though  to  this  man  I  speke  a  word  or 

two.'  701 

'  Telle   on   thy  tale  with-outen  wordes 

mo.'  (30) 

'  Gladly,  sir  host,'  quod  lie,  'I  wol  obeye 
Un-to    yonr    wil ;    now    herkneth   what 

I  seye. 
I  wol  yo^Y  nat  (•ontrarien  in  no  wyae     705 
As  fer  as  that  my  wittes  wft  suffyse  ; 
I  prey  to  god  that  it  may  plesen  yow, 
Tlian  woot  I  wel  that  it  is  good  y-now.' 
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THE    FRANI<iLIN'S    PROLOGUE. 


The  Prologe  of  the  Frankeleyns  Tale. 


TiiisE  oldc  gentil  Britons  iu  hir  dayes 
%  Of  cjiversc  avcnturcs  madcn  layes,         710 
Ryttieyed  in  liir  fiisto  Briton  tongo  ; 
Which  layes  with  hir  iustitimeuts  they 
■  ;''        songe,  (40) 

';  Or  elles  redden  hem  for  hir  plesannco  ; 
ivAnd  oonof  hem  have  I  in  remembrauuce, 
Which  I  shal  seyn  with  good  wil  as  I 
can.  715 

But,  sires,  by-cause  I  am  a  burel  man, 
At  my  bigfinning  first  I  yow  biseche 
Have  mo  excused  of  my  rude  speche  ; 


I  lerned  never  rethoryk  certcyn  ; 

Tiling  that  I  speke,  it  moot  be  bare  and 

pleyn.  7J0 

I  sleep  never  on  the  mount  of  Pemaso, 
Ne  lerned  Marcus  Tullius  Citliero.        ''51)) 
Colours  ne    knowe   I    none,    with-outen 

dredo, 
But  swiche  colours  as  growen  iu  tlio  mede. 
Or  clles  swiche  as  men  dye  or  iicynte.  725 
Coloui-3  of  rethoryk  ben  me  to  qneynte  ; 
My  spirit  fcleth  noght  of  swich  inatere. 
But  if  yow  list,  my  talc  shul  ye  here. 


THE    FRANKELEYNS    TALE. 

Here  biginneth  the  Frankeleyns  Tale. 


In  Armorik,  that  called  is  Britayne, 
Ther  was  a  knight  that  loved  and  dide 

his  payno  730 

To  servo  a  lady  in  his  bcste  wyse  ; 
And  many  a  labour,  many  a  greet  empryso 
He  for  his  lady   wroghte,  or   she   were 

wonne. 
For  she  was  oon,  the  fairesto  under  Sonne, 
And  eek  therto  come  of  so  heigh  kinrede. 
That  wel  unnethes  dorsto  this  knight,  for 

drede,  736 

Telle    hir    his   wo,    bis   iieyne,   and    his 

distresse. 
But  atte  laste,  she,  for  his  worthinesse,  (10) 
\ad  namely  for  his  meke  obcjrsaunce, 
I  Uiith  swich  a  pitee  caught  of  his  iien- 
I  unce,  74f> 


That  prively  she  fll  of  his  accord 

To  take  him  for  hir  housbonde  and  hir 

lord, 
Of  swich  lordshipo  as  men  lian  over  hir 

wyves ; 
And  for  to  ledc  the  more  in  blisse  hir 

lyves,  744 

Of  his  free  wil  he  sw<K>r  hir  as  a  knight, 
That  never    in  al  his    lyf  he,    day  ne 

night, 
Ne  sholde  up-on  hin\  t.ako  no  maistrye 
Agayn  hir  wil,  no  kytho  hir  jalousye,  Od) 
But  hir  obeye,  and  folwo  hir  wil  in  al 
As  any  lovoro  to  his  lady  shal ;  75.) 

Save  that  tlie  name  of  sovcraynetec. 
That  woldo  he   have  for  shame  of  his 

degree. 
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She  thanked  hini,  and  -with  ful  gre 

hiuublesse 
She  6eyde,  '  sire,  sith  of  your  gentillesse 
Ye  profre  me  to  have  so  large  a  reyne,  755 
Xe  volde  never  god  bitwixe  us  twoyne, 
As  in  mj'  gilt,  were  outlier  werre  or  stryf. 
Sir,  I  vol  bo  your  humble  trewe  vyf,  (301 
Have  heer  my  trouthe,  til  that  myn  herte 

brcste.' 
Thus  boon  they  bothe  in  qiiiete  and  in 

rcste.  760 

For  o  thing,  sires,  siiufly  dar  I  seye, 
That  frendes  everich  other  moot  obeye, 
If  they  Avol  longc  liolden  companye. 
Love  vol  nat  ben  constreyncd  by  niais- 

trye ; 
"Whan  maistrie  conith,  the  god  of  love 

anon  765 

Beteth  hise  vinges,  and  farevel !   he  is 


gon! 
Love  is  a  thing  as  any  spii'it  free  ; 
"Wommen  of  kinde  desiren  libertee,      (40) 
And  nat  to  ben  constreyned  as  a  thral ; 
And  so  don  men,  if  I  soth  sej'en  shal.  770 
'iLoke  vho  that  is  most  pacient  in  love^Jr 
/iHe  is  at  his  avantage  al  above.  f  I 

J,^>A»tr^Pacience  is  an  heigh  ^  ei-tu  certeyn  ; 
^  Fo^;  it  venquisseth,  as  thise  clerkes  seyn, 

^^-cMi-Thinges  that  rigour  sholde  never  atteyne. 
For  e\ery  word  men  may  nat  chj-de  or 
plej-ne.  776 

Lerneth  to  suffre,  or  elles,  so  moot  I  goon, 
Ye  shul  it  lerne,  vher-so  ye  vole  or  noon. 
For  in  this  vorkl,  cei-tein,  thcr  no  viglit 

is,  (50 

That  he  ne  dooth  or  seith  soui-tyme  amis. 
Ire,  siknesse,  or  coustellacioun,  781 

Wj'n,  vo,  or  chaungingo  of  coinplexioun 
Causeth  ful  i>ftc  to  tloou  amis  or  speken. 
On  everj-  wrong  a  man  may  nat  be  vreken  ; 
After  the  t.^'me,  moste  be  temperaunce  785 
To  evei-y  wight  that  can  on  govemauuce. 
And    therfore    hath    this    vj'so    worthy 

knight, 
To  live  in  ese,  suftrance  hir  bihight,     (60) 
And  she  to  him  ful  wisly  gan  to  swore 
That  never  sholde  ther  be  defaute  in  here. 
Heer  may  men  seen  an   humble  wys 

accord;  701 

Thus  hath  sho  take  hir  servant  and  hir 

lord. 


i 


id  wedded  be,'^-^ 
osperitce  I 

!  and  his  w.^-f;•'J 


Servant  in  love,  and  lord  in  mariago  ; 
Than    was    he    bothe    in    lordship    and 

ser\'age ; 
Sen-aje?  nay,  but  in  lordshipe  above,  7(15 
Sith  Me  hath  bothe  his  lady  and  his  love  ; 
His  lady,  certes,  and  his  wyf  also. 
The  which  that  lawc  of  love  acordeth  to. 
And  whan  he  was  in  this  prosperitce,  (71) 
Hoom  with    his  wj'f  he    gooth    to    his 

contree,  800 

Nat  fer  fro  Pen  mark,  ther  his  dwelling 

was,  -S>^->  ■<  <^^»^^2*--  o-^^t*^ 

Wlier-as  he  liveth  in  blisse  and  in  solas. 

Who  coude  telle,  but  he  had  wedded  be,' 
The  joye,  the  ese,  and  the  prosperi 
That  is  bitwixe  an  lioiisbondo  1 
A  j-eer  and  more  lasted  this  blisful  lyf,  S06 
Til  that  the  knight  of  v^hich  I  speke  of 

thus. 
That  of  Kayrrud  was  cleped  Arveragus,  (80) 
Shoop  hini  to  goon,  and  dwelle  a  jx-or  or 

tweyne 
In  Engelond,  that  clei^ed  was  eek  Britejne, 
To  seke  in  armes  worship  and  honour ;  81 : 
For  al  his  lust  he  sette  in  swich  labour  ; 
And  dwelled  ther  two  yeer,  the  book  seith 

thus. 
Now  wol  I  stinte  of  this  Arverag^is, 
And  speken  I  wole  of  Dorigene  his  wyf,8i5 
That  loveth  hir  housbonde  as  hir  hertes 

lyf. 
For  his  absence  wepcth  she  and  syketh, 
As   doon   thise   noble  wy^'es  whan   hem 

lyketh.  (tjo) 

She  moorneth,  waketh,  wayleth,  fasteth, 

pleynoth ;  8iy 

Desyr  of  his  presence  hir  so  distreyneth, 
That  al  this  wyde  world  she  sette  at  noght. 
Hir  frendes,  whiche  that  knewe  hir  hevy 

thoglit, 
Conforten  hir  in  al  that  ever  they  may  ; 
They  preeheu   hir,   they  teUe  hir  night 

and  day, 
That  causelees  she  sleeth  hir-self,  alias  1 8J5 
And  every  contort  possil)le  in  this  cas 
They  doon  to  hir  with  al  hir  bisiuesse, 
Al  for  to  make  hir  Icvc  hir  hevincsse.  (100) 

By  proces,  as  ye  knowen  everichoon. 
Men  may  so  longe  graven  in  a  stoon,    8^0 
Til  soni  ligure  tlier-inne  emprenti'd  lie. 
So  longe  han  they  conforted  hir,  til  she 
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Kecoyvccl  Lutli,  Ij.v  hoin;  and  by  rcsouii, 
Th\'m]>ieiiting:  of  hir  consoliicionn,       834 
Thurfirli  which  hir  {jruto  sorwe  gnu  aswagi- ; 
She  uiay  nut  alwey  diu-eu  iu  swich  rage. 

Aud  cck  Aa'veragus,  iu  ul  this  care, 

Hath  sout  hir  lettres  hooni  of  his  ■welfare, 

And  that  he  wol  come  hastilj'  agayii ;  ( 1 1 1 ) 

Or  eUed  haddo  this  sorwe  hir  herte  shiyn. 

Hir  freeudcs  sa>\e  hir  sorwe  gan   to 

slake,  84.1 

And   preyede  hir   ou    kuees,   for   goddes 

sake. 
To  come  and  romen  hir  iu  compauye, 
Awej'  to  dryse  hir  derke  fantasye. 
And  filially,  she  gruuuted  that  requeste  ; 
For  wel  she  saugh   that  it  was  for  the 

beste.  (118;  846 

Xow  stood  hir  castel  faste  l>j'  the  see. 
And  often  with  liir  freendes  walketh  she 
Hir  to  disporte  up-on  the  bank  an  heigh, 
\\'her-as  she  many  a  ship  and  barge  seigh 
.Seilinge  hir  cours,  wher-as  heui  liste  go ; 
But  than  was  tliat  a  jiarcel  of  liir  wo. 
For  to  liir-self  ful  ofte  '  alias  ! '  seith  she, 
'  Is  ther  no  ship,  of  so  manye  as  I  see, 
W'ol  briugeu  hom   my  lord  ^    than  were 

m,\-n  hertu  855 

Al  warisshed  of  his  bittre  peynes  snierte.' 

Another  tyme  ther  wolde  she  sitte  and 

thiuke, 
And   caste   hir   eyeu   dounward  fro  the 

liriuke.  I  > jo) 

But  whau  she  saugh   the   grisly  rokkes 

blake. 
For  \orray  fere  so  wolile  hir  herte  ([uake. 
That  on  hir  feet  she  luighte  hir  noght 

susteue.  861 

Than  wolde  she   sitte   ailouu   upon  the 

grene, 
And  pitously  iu-to  the  see  biholde. 
And  se\n  right  thus,  with  sorweful  sykes 

coldc  : 
'Etcrne  god,  that  thiu'gh  thj-  purvej'- 

aunce  S65 

Ledest  the  world  by  eertein  governauncc, 
In  ydel,  as  men  seyu,  ye  ni>-thing  make  ; 
But,    lord,    thiso    grisly  feendly    rokkes 

blake,  (140) 

That  semen  rather  a  foul  confusioun 
Ofwcrk  than  any  fair  ereaciouu  870 

Of  s\\ich  a  iiarfit  wjs  god  and  a  stable, 


Why  han  ye  w-roght  this  wcrk  nureson- 

able  ? 
For  by  this  werk,  south,  north,  ne  west, 

ne  eest, 
Ther  nis  y-fostrcd  man,  ne  brid,  ne  bcest; 
It  dooth  no  good,  to  my  wit,  but  anoyeth. 
See    ye    nat,    lord,    how    mankinde    it 

destroyethy  876 

An  hiuidred  thousand  Ixxlies  of  mankinde 
Hun  rokkes  shij-n,  al  be  they  nat  in  rninde, 
Which  mankinde  is  so  fair  i>artr  of  thy 

werk  (151 1 

That  thoii  it  madest  Ij'k  to  thyn  oweue 

merk.  880 

Than  semed  it  ye  hadde  a  greet  chiertee 
Toward  mankinde  ;    but  how  than  may 

it  be 
That  ye   swiche   menes   make    it   to  tle- 

stroyeu, 
Whiche   menes    do    no    gocHl,    but    ever 

anoyen  ? 
I   woot   wel   tlerkes   wol    seyn,    as   hem 

leste,  885 

By  arguments,  that  al  i*  for  the  beste, 
Though  I  ne  can  the  causes  nat  y-knowe. 
But  thilke  god,  that  made  wind  to  blowe, 
As  kepe  my  lord  I  this  my  conclusiouu  : 
To  clerkes  lete  I  al  disputisoun.    (162)  Syu 
But  wolde  god  that  alle  thise  rokkes  blake 
Were  sonken  in-to  helle  for  his  sake  ! 
Thise  rokkes  sleeu  mjTi  herte  for  the  fere.' 
Thiis  wolde  she  seyn,  with  many  a  pitous 

tere. 
Hir  freendes  sawe  that  it  was  no  disjxtrt 
To  romeu  by  the  see,  but  disconfoi-t ;  SyCi 
And  shopeu  for  to  pleyen  somwher  ellcs. 
They  leden  hir  bj-  riveres  and  by  well.-:  ^ 
And  oek  in  othere  places  delitablcs  ;  1 171; 
They  dauncen,  and  they  pleyen  at  dies 

and  tables.  yoo 

So  on  a  day,  right  iu  the  morwc-tyde, 
Un-to  a  gardiu  that  was  ther  bisyde, 
In  which  that  thej-  had  maad  hir  ordin- 

aunco 
Of  \itaille  aud  of  other  purveyaunce, 
Thej-  goou  anil  pleye  hem  al  the  longo 

day.  ()o5 

And  this  was  on  the  sixte  morwe  of  May, 
"Which  May  hml  pejTited  with  his  softu 

slioures 
This  gardiu  ful  of  levcs  and  of  floures;  (x8o) 
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And  craft  of  maimes  haud  so  curiously 
.\xi-a3-ed  hadde  this  gardin,  trewely,     910 
That  never  was  ther  gardin  of  swich  prys, 
But-if  it  were  the  verray  paradys. 
Th'  odour  of  flooi'es  and  the  fresshe  sighte 
Wolde  han  maad  any  herte  for  to  lighto 
Tliat  ever  was  horn,  but-if  to  gret  sik- 

nesse,  915 

Or  to  gret  sorwe  helde  it  in  distresse  ; 
So  ful  it  was  of  beautee  with  plosaunce. 
At^afteiMliner  gonne  they  to  daunce,  (190) 
And  singe  also,  save  Dorigen  alloue, 
"Wliich  made  alwey  hir  comideint  and  liir 

naoue ;  920 

For  she  ne  saugh  him  on  the  daunce  go, 
That  was  hir  housbonde  and  hir  love  also. 
But  uathelees  she  nioste  a  tymo  abyde, 
And  with  good  hope  leto  hir  sorwe  slyde. 
Up-on  this  daunce,  amonges  othere  men, 
Daunced  a  squyer  biforen  Dorigen,     '  926 
That  fressher  was  and  jolyer  of  array. 
As  to  my  doom,  than  is  the  mouthe  of 

Hay.  (200) 

He  singeth,  daunceth,  passinge  any  man 
That  is,  or  was,  sith  that  the  world  bigan. 
Ther-with  he   was,   if  men   sholde   him 

discryve,  931 

Oou  of  the  besto^arjngp  man  on-lyve  ; 
\  Yong,  strong,  right  vertuous,  and  richo 

and  wys. 
And  wel  bilo\'ed,  and  holdeu  in  gret  prys. 
.\jid  shortly,  if  the  sothe  I  tellen  shal,  935 
Unwiting  of  this  Dorigen  at  al, 
This  lusty  squyer,  servant  to  Venus, 
Wliich  that  y-cleped  was  Aureliiis,     (210) 
Hat.1  loved  hir  best  of  any  creature 
Two  yeer  and  more,  as  was  his  aventure. 
But  never   dorste  ho   telle   hir   his   gre- 

vaunce ;  94 1 

With-uuten  coi)pe  he   drank  al  his  peu- 

aunce. 
He  was  despeyred,  no-thing  dorste  he  seye, 
Saveiu  hissouges  somwhat  wolde  he  wreye 
His  wo,  as  in  a  general  coinpleyning  ;  945 
He  seyde  he  lovede,  and  was  biloved  no- 
thing. (218) 
Of  swich  matere  made  he  manye  layes, 
Si^nges,  compleintes,  roundels,  virelayes, 
How  that  he  dorste  nat  his  sorwe  telle. 
But  lauguisslieth,  as  a  furie dooth  in  helle  ;y 
.Aud  dye  he  moste,  he  seyde,  as  dido  Ekkoj 


For  Narcisus,  that  dorste  nat  tello  hir  wo. 
In  other  manere  than  yo  here  me  seye, 
Ne  dorste  he  nat  to  hir  liis  wo  bi%vreye ; 
Save    that,    paraventiu-c,    som-tymo    at 

daunces,  955 

Ther  yonge  folk  kepen  hir  observaunccs. 
It  may  wel  be  he  loked  .on  hir-  face 
In  swich  a  wysc,  as  man  that  asketh  grace ; 
But  no-tliing  wiste  she  of  his  entente.  (231) 
Nathelees,  it  happed,   er   they    thonnes 

wente,  9'xj 

By-cause  that  he  was  hir  neigheboui', 
And  was  a  man  of  worship  and  honoui', 
And  hadde  y-ltnowen  him  of  tyme  yore. 
They  fiHe  in  speche  ;  and  forth  more  and 

more 
Un-to  his  purpos  drough  Aurelius,         965 
And  whan  ho  saugh  his  tyme,  he  seydo 

thus  : 
'  Madame,'  quod  he,  '  by  god  that  this 

world  made, 
So   that   I   wiste  it  mighto    yotir   herto 

glade,  (240) 

I  wolde,  that  day  that  your  Arveragus 
Wente  over  the  see,  that  I,  Aurelius,  970 
Had  went  ther  never  I  sholde  have  coma 

agayn  ; 
For  wel  I  woot  my  service  is  in  vayn. 
My  guerdon  is  but  bresting  of  niyn  herte  ; 
Madame,  reweth  upon  my  peynes  smerte  ; 
For  with  a  word  ye  may  mc  slcen  or  save, 
Heer  at  your  feet  god  wolde  that  I  were 

grave !  976 

I   ne   have   as   now   no    leyscr    more   to 

seye; 
Have  mercy,  swete,  or  ye  wol  do  me  deyo  ! ' 
She  gan  to  loko  up-on  Aurelius  :      (251) 
'  Is  this  your  wil,'  quod  she,  '  and  sey  ye 

thus  ?  <>So 

Never  erst,'  quod  she,  'ne  wiste  I  what 

yc  mente. 
But  now,  Aurclic,  I  knowe  yoiu'  entente. 
By  thilkc  god  that  yaf  me  soiile  and  lyf, 
Ne  shal  I  never  been  imtrewe  wyf        984 
In  word  ne  werk,  as  fcr  as  I  h.-ivc  wit : 
I  wol  Ijcn  his  to  whom  that  I  am  knit ; 
Tak  tlus  for  fynal  answer  as  of  ine.* 
But  after  that  in  pley  thus  seydo  she :  (260) 
'Aurelie,'  quod  she,    'by   heigho  go<.l 

above,  989 

Yet  wolde  I  graunte  yow  to  been  your  lovo, 
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Sin  I  yow  see  so  pitously  complayne  ; 
Loke  what  daj'  that,  endelong  Britnyne, 
Ycremoeve  alio  the  rokkes,  stoonbystoon, 
That  they  ne  letto  ship  no  boot  to  goon — 
I  seye,  whan  ye  han  niaad  the  coost  so 

clene  995 

Of  rokkes,  that  ther  nis  no  stoon  y-sene, 
Than  wol  I  love  yow  best  of  any  man  ; 
Have  heer  my  trouthe  in  al  that  ever  I 

can.'  (270) 

'  Is  ther  non  other  grace  in  yow  ? '  quod  he. 
'  No,  by  that  lord,'  quod  she,  '  that  maked 

me !  locK) 

For  wel  I  woot  that  it  shal  never  bityde. 
Lat  swicho  folios  out  of  your  hcrte  slyde. 
What  deyntee  sholde  a  man  hau  in  his  lyf 
For  to  go  love  another  mannes  wyf. 
That  hath  hir  body  whan  so  that  him 

lyketh  ? '  1005 

Aurelius  ful  ofte  sore  syketh  ; 
Wo  was  Aurelic,  whan  that  he  this  herde, 
And  with  a  sorwefal  herte  he  thvis   an- 

swerde :  (280) 

'  Madame,'  quod  he,  '  this  were  an  in- 
possible  !  1009 
Than  moot  I  dye  of  sodein  deth  horrible.' 
And  with  that  word  he  turned  him  anoon. 
Tho  come  hir  othere  freendes  naany  oon, 
And  in  the  aleyes  romeden  up  and  doun, 
And  no-thing  wiste  of  this  conclusioun. 
But  sodeinly  bigonne  revel  newe  1015 
Til  that  the  brighte  Sonne  loste  his  hewe  ; 
For  th'orisonte  hath  reft  the  Sonne  his 

light ;  (289) 

This  is  as  muche  to  sej-e  as  it  was  night. 
And  hoom  they  goon  in  joye  and  in  solas. 
Save  only  wrecche  Aurelius,  alias  !  1020 
He  to  his  hous  is  goon  witli  sorweful  herte ; 
He  seeth  he  nvay  nat  fro  his  deeth  asterte. 
Him  semed  that  he  felte  his  herte  colde  ; 
Vp  to  the  hevene  his  handes  he  gan  holde, 
And  on  his  knowes  bare  hcsettehim  doun, 
And  in  his  raving  sej-de  his  orisoun.  1026 
For  verray  wo  out  of  his  wit  he  breyde. 
He  niste  what  he  spak,  but  thus  he  soyde; 
With   pitous   herte  his   plcynt  hath  he 

bigonne  (301) 

Un-to    tho   goddes,   and   first   un-to  the 

Sonne :  1030 

He  seydc,  '  Appollo,  god  and  governour 
Of  everj-  plaunte,  herbe,  tree  and  flour, 


That  yevest,  after  thy  declinacionn, 
To  ech  of  hem  his  tyme  and  his  sesonn, 
As  thyn  lierberwe  chaungeth  lowe  or  hye, 
Lord  I'liebus,  cast  tlij'  merciable  yS    1036 
On  wrecche  Aurelie,  which  that  am  but 

lorn.  (309) 

Lo,  lord  !  my  lady  hath  my  deeth  y-swom 
With-oute  gilt,  but  thy  benignitee       1039 
Upon  my  dedly  herte  have  som  pitee  ! 
For  wel  I  woot,  lord  Phcbus,  if  yow  lest. 
Ye  may  me  helpen,  save  my  lady,  best. 
Now  voucheth  sauf  that  I  may  yow  devjse 
How  that  I  may  been  holx^o  and  in  -what 
.  wyse.  1044 

Your  blisful  sustcr,  Lucina  the  shene, 
That  of  the  see  is  chief  goddesseandquene, 
Though  Neptunus  have  deitee  in  the  see, 
Yet  emperesse  aboven  him  is  she  :       (320) 
Ye  knowen  wel,  lord,  that  right  as  hir 

desyr  1049 

Is  to  be  quiked  and  lightned  of  your  fyr. 
For  which  she  folweth  yow  fnl  bisily, 
Eight  so  the  see  desyreth  naturelly 
To  folwen  hir,  as  she  that  is  goddesse 
Bothe  in  the  see-  and  riveres  more  and 

lesse. 
Wlierfore,  lord    Phebus,    this   is  my  re- 

queste —  1055 

Do  this  miracle,  or  do  myn  herte  breste — 
Tliat  now,  next  at  this  opposiciovm,    (329) 
AVliieh  in  the  signe  shal  be  of  the  Leoun, 
As  preyeth  hir  so  greet  a  flood  to  bringe, 
That  fy  ve  fadnic  at  the  leeste  it  overspringe 
The  hyeste  rokke  in  Armorik  Britej-ne ; 
And  lat  this  flood  endure  yeres  tweyne  ; 
Than  certes  to  mj'  ladj-  may  I  seye  : 
"  Holdeth  your  heste,  the   rokkes  been 

aweye."  1064 

Lord  Phebus,  dooth  this  miracle  for  me ; 
Preye  hir  she  go  no  faster  cours  than  ye; 
I  seye,  preyeth  your  suster  that  she  go 
No  faster  cours  than  ye  thise  yeres  two. 
Tlian  shal  she  been  evene  atte  fuUe  alway, 
And  spring-flood  laste  bothe  night  and 

day.  (342)  1070 

And,  but  she  vouche-sauf  in  swiche  manore 
To  graunte  me  my  sovereyn  lady  dere, 
Prey  hir  to  sinken  every  rok  adoun 
In-to  hir  owcne  derke  regioun 
Under  the  ground,  ther  Pluto  dwelleth 

inne,  1075 
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Or  never-mo  slial  I  my  IjkI.v  winne. 
Thy  temple  iu  Delphos  wol  I  barefoot  seke ; 
Lord  Phebns,  see  the  teres  on  my  cheke, 
And  of  my  pejnie  have  som  compassiovin.' 
-■^d  with  that  -word  in   swoAvne   he  fil 

ndonn,  (35-)  •"-'^o 

And  longe  tyme  he  hiy  forth  in  a  trannce. 

His  brother,  -which  that  knew  of  his 

jienaimce, 
Up  caiighte  him  and  to  bedde  he  hath 

him  broght. 
Dispeyred  in  this  torment  and  this  thoght 
Lete  I  this  voful  creature  lye  ;  1085 

Chese  he,  for  me,  whether  he  wol  live  c>r 

dye. 
Arveragus,  with  hele  and  greet  honovir, 
As  he  that  was  of  chivalrye  the  flour,  (360) 
Is  comcn  boom,  and  othere  worthy  men. 
O  blisfnl  artow  now,  thoii  Dorigen,      1090 
That  hast  thy  lusty  hoiisbonde  in  thjne 

armes. 
The  fresshe  knight,  the  '\vorth\-  man  of 

armes, 
That  loveth  thee,  as  his  owene  hertes  Ij-f. 
No-thing  list  him  to  been  imaginatj-f 
If  any  ■wight  had  spoke,   whyl  ho  was 

cute,  1095 

To  hire  of  love  ;  he  hadde  of  it  no  doute. 
He  noght  entendeth  to  no  swieh  matere. 
But  daunceth,  justetli,  maketh  hir  good 

chere ;  (370) 

And  thus  in  joye  and  blisse  I  lete  hem 

dwelle, 
And  of  the  syke  Aurelius  wol  I  telle.  1100 

In  langour  and  in  torment  furious 
Two  year  and  more  lay  wrecche  Aurelius, 
Er  any  foot  he  mighte  on  erthe  goon  ; 
Ke  confort  in  this  tyme  hadde  he  noon. 
Save  of  his  brother,  which  that  was  a  clerk ; 
He  knew  of  al  this  wo  and  al  this  werk. 
Por  to  non  other  crcatiire  certeyn        1 107 
Of  this  matere  he  dorste  no  word  sejni. 
Under  his  brest  he  bar  it  more  secree  (381) 
Than  ever  dide  Pamphilus  for  Galathee. 
His  brest  was  hool,  with-oute  for  to  seue. 
But  in  his  herte  ay  was  the  arwe  kene. 
And  vel  ye  knowe  that  of  a  sursanure 
In  surgerye  is  perilous  the  cure. 
But  men  mighte  touche  the  arwe,  or  come 

tlierbj-,  1115 

His  bivther  weep  and  waj'led  jirivclj', 


Til  atte  laste  him  fil  in  remcmbraunce, 
That  whyl  he  was  at  Orlions  in  Frauncc, 
As  yonge  clerkes,  that  been  hkerous  (391) 
To  reden  artes  that  been  curious,        1120 
Seken  in  every  lialke  and  every  heme 
Particixler  sciences  for  to  lerne, 
He  him  remenibred  that,  upon  a  day. 
At  Orliens  in  stndie  a  book  he  say 
Of  magik  naturel,  which  his  felawe,   1125 
That  Avas  that  tyme  a  baeheler  of  lawe, 
Al  were  he  ther  to  lerne  another  ci'aft, 
Had  prively  iipon  his  desk  y-laft ;       (400) 
Which  book  spak  miichel  of  the  opera- 

ciouns, 
Toiichinge  the  cighte  and  twenty  man- 

siouns  1130 

(That  longen  to  the  nione,  and  swich  folye, 
As  in  our  dayes  is  nat  worth  a  flye; 
For  holy  chirchcs  feith  in  our  bileve 
Ne  suffreth  noi^n  illusion  us  to  greve. 
And  whan  this  book  was  iii  his  remem- 

braunce,  1135 

Anon  for  joye  his  herte  gan  to  daixnce, 
And  to  him-self  he  seyde  prively  : 
'  Mj-  brother  shal  be  warisshed  hastily  ; 
For  I  am  siker  that  ther  be  sciences,  (4I1) 
By  whiche  men  make  diverse  apparences 
Swiche  as  thise  subtile  tregetoures  plcye. 
For  ofte  at  festes  have  I  wel  herd  seye. 
That  tregetours,  with-inne  an  halle  large, 
Have  maad  conie  in  a  water  and  a  barge. 
And  in  the  halle  rowen  up  and  doiin.  1145 
Somt,A-me  hath  semed  come  a  grim  leoun  ; 
And  somtyme  floures  springe  as  in  a  mede  ; 
Somtyme  a  Ayne,  and  gi-a^ies  whj'te  and 

rede ;  (420; 

Somtyme  a  castel,  al  of  lym  and  stoon  ; 
And  whan  hem  lyked,  Aoj-ded  it  anoon. 
Thus  semed  it  to  every  mannes  sighte. 
Now  than  conclude  I  thiis,  that  if  I 

mighte  115-' 

At  Orlions  som  old  felawe  y-finde. 
That  hadde  this mones  naansions  in  minde, 
Or  other  magik  naturel  above,  1155 

He  sholde  avcI  make  mj-  brother  han  his 

love. 
For  with    an    apparence    a  clerk  may 

make 
To  mannes  sighte,   that  alle  the  roldies 

blake  (430) 

Of  Britaigne  ^\■eren  y-voyded  ovcrichon, 
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Anil  sluppes  Ly  the   briiike  comen  ftnd 

gou,  1 160 

And  in  swicli  forme  endure  a  day  or  two  ; 
Than  were  my  brother  Avarisshed  of  his 

■\vo. 
Than  mostc  she  nedes  holden  hir  biheste, 
Or  elles  he  slial  shame  hir  atte  leste.' 
What  shokle  I  make  a  lenger  tale  of 

this?  1165 

I'n-to  his  brotlieres  bed  he  comen  is, 
And  swich  confoi-t  he  yaf  him  lor  to  gon 
To  Orliens,  that  he  up  stirte  anon,     (440) 
And  on  his  wey  forthward  thanne  is  he 

fare, 
In  hope  fur  to  ben  lissed  of  Ids  care.   1170 
A\"hiin  they  were  come  almost  to  tliat 

citee, 
But-if  it  -were  a  two  furlong  or  three, 
A  yong  clerk  roniinge  liy  him-self  they 

niotte. 
Which  that  in  Latin  thriftily  hem  grette, 
And  after  that  he  seyde  a  wonder  thing  : 
•  I  knowe,'  qnod  he,   '  the  cause  of  your 

coming ' ;  1176 

And  er  they  I'erther  any  fote  wente,  (449) 

He  tolde  hem  al  that  was  in  hir  entente. 

Tnis  Briton  clerk  him  asked  of  felawes 

The  whiche  that  he  had  knowe  in  olde 

dawes ;  11 80. 

And  he  answerdehim  that  they  dede  were. 
For  which  he  weep  ful  ofte  many  a  tere. 
Doun  of  his  hors  Aiu-elius  lighte  anon, 
And  forth  with  this  magicien  is  he  gon 
Hooin  to  his  hoits.  and  made  hem  wel  at 

ese.  1185 

Hem  lakked  no  vitaille  that  mighte  hem 

plese  : 
.So  wel  arrajed  hous  as  ther  was  oon     • 
Aoi'elius  in  his  lyf  saugh  never  noon.  (460) 
He  shewed  him,  er  he  wente  to  sopeer, 
Forestes,  parkes  ful  of  wilde  deer;       1190 
Ther  saugh  he   hertes  with  hir  homes 

hye. 
The  gretteste  that  ever  were  seyn  with  yg. 
He  saugh  of  hem  an  hondred  slayn  mth 

houndes. 
And  somme  with  arwes  blede  of  bittre 

woundes. 
Ho  saugh,  whan  voided  were  thise  wilde 

deer,  ii(;5 

Tliise  fauconers  uixtu  a  fair  river, 


That  with   hir  haukes  hau    the   heron 

slayn. 
Tho  saugh  he  kuightes  justing  in  a  playn  ; 
And  after  this,  he  dide  him  swich  ple- 

saunce,  ^471; 

That  he  him  shewed  his  lady  on  a  daunee 
On  wliich  him-self  he  daunced,  as  him 

thoughte.  iJoi 

And  whan  this  maister,  that  tliis  uiagik 

wroughte, 
Saugh  it  was  tjone,  he  clapte  his  handes 

.  two. 
And  farewel !  al  our  revel  was  ag<j. 
And  yet  remoeved  they  never  out  of  the 

lious,  1205 

Whyl  they  saugh  althissightemerveill'nts. 
But  in  liis  studie,  ther-as  his  bookes  be. 
They  seten  stille,  and  no  wight  but  they 

three.  (480) 

To  him  tliis  maister  called  his  squyei-. 
And  seyde  him  thus  :  '  is  redy  our  sojicr  ? 
Almost  an  houre  it  is,  I  undertake,     1211 
Sith  I  3'ow  bad  ovir  soper  for  to  make, 
Whan  that   thise   worthj'  men   wenton 

with  me 
In-to  mj'  studie,  ther-as  my  bookes  be.' 
'  Sire, '  quod  this  squyer,  '  whan  it  Ij-keth 

yow,  -      iii5 

It  is  al  redy,  though  ye  wol  right  now.' 
'  Go  we  than  soupe,'  qitod  he,  '  as  for  the 

beste ; 
This  amorous  folk  som-tjrme  mote  han 

reste.'  'A9^) 

At-after  soper  fille  they  in  tretee. 
What  somme  sholde  this  maistres  guer- 
don be,  i-'iij 
To  remoeven  alle  the  rokkes  of  Britayne, 
And  eek  from  Gerounde  to  the  mouth  of 

Sayne. 
He  made  it  straunge,  and  swoor,  so  god 

him  save, 
Lasse  than  a  thovisand  poitnd  he  woldo 

nat  have, 
Xe  gladly  for  that  somme  he  woldo  nat 

goon.  I  J. '5 

Aurclius,  with  blisful  hertc  anoon, 
Answerde  thus, '  ty  on  a  thousand  pound  ! 
This  wydc  world,  which  that  men  seye  is 

round,  C500) 

I  wolde  it  yeve,  if  I  were  lord  of  it.      1229 
This  bargayn  is  ful  drive,  for  we  ben  knit. 
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Ye  slial  be  payed  trewely,  by  my  trouthe  ! 
But   loketh   now,    for    no   uecligence   or 

sloiitlic, 
Yo  tarie  ns  hear  no  lenger  than  to-niorwe.' 
'  Xay,'  quod  this  clerk,  '  have  heer  my 

feith  to  borwe.' 
To  bedde  is  goon  Aurelius  "whan  him 

leste,  1235 

And  wel  ny  al  that  night  ho  hadde  his 

reste ;  (508) 

"What  for  his  laboiir  and  his  hope  of  blisse, 
His  ■\vofuI  herte  of  penaunce  hadde  a  lisse. 
Upon  the  morwe,  -whan  that  it  was  day, 
To  Britaigne  toke  they  the  righte  way,  1240 
Aurelius,  and  this  magicien  bisyde. 
And  been   descended    ther    they   wolde 

abyde ; 

I  And  this  was,  as  the  bokes  me  remenibre. 

The  colde  frosty  sesou  of  Decembre. 

Phebus  wex  old,  and  hewed  Ij'k  latoun. 
That  in  his  hote  declinacioun  IJ46 

Shoou  as  the  burned  gold  with  stremes 
brighte ;  (519) 

But  now  in  Capricorn  adoun  he  lighte,- 
Wher-as  he  shoon  ful  pale,  I  dar  wel  sej^n. 
The  bittre  frostes,  with  the  sleet  and  reyn. 
Destroyed  hath  the  grene  in  every  yerd. 
JanuS-Sit  bj-  the  fyr,  with  double  herd. 
And  drinketh  of  his  bugle-horn  the  wyn. 
Bifom   him  stant  braun   of  the   tusked 
•^*^'  svini^n,  1254 

jJCMX^-And  '  Nowc'l '  cryeth  every  lusty  man. 
Aurelius,  in  al  that  ever  he  can. 
Doth  to  his  maister  chere  and  reverence. 
And  prcyeth  him  to  doon  his  diligence 
To  bringen  him  out  of  liis  peynes  smerte. 
Or  with  a  swerd  that  he  wolde  slitte  his 
lierte.  (532)  1260 

This  subtil  clerk  swich  routhe  had  of 
this  man. 
That  night  and  day  he  spedde  him  that 

he  can. 
To  wayte  a  tyme  of  his  conclusioun  ; 
This  is  to  seye,  to  makaillusioun. 
By  swich  an  apparence  or  jogelrye,     1^65 
I  ne  can  no  termes  of  astrologye, 
That  she  and  every  wight  sholde  wene 
and  seye,  (539) 

That  of  Britaigne  the  rokkes  were  aweyc, 
Or  oHes  they  were  sonken  under  grounde. 
So  atte  laste  he  hath  his  tj-me  y-founde 


To  maken  his  japes  and  his  wrecched- 

nesse  1271 

Of  swich  a  supersticious  cursednesse. 
His  tables  Toletanes  forth  he  broght, 
Ful  wel  corrected,  no  ther  lakked  noght, 
Neither  his  collect  ne  his  expans  yeres, 
No  his  rotes  no  his  othere  geres,  1276 

As  been  his  centres  and  his  arguments. 
And  his  proporcionels  convenients      (550) 
For  his  equacions  in  every  thing. 
And,  by  his  eighte  spere  in  his  wirking. 
He   knew  ful  wel   how  fer   Alnath  was 

shove  1281 

Fro  the  heed  of  thilke  fixe  Aries  above 
That  in  the  nintlie  speero  considered  is ; 
Ful  subtillj'  he  calculed  al  this. 

Whan  he  had  foundo  his  firsto  man- 

sioun,  1285 

He  knew  the  remenant  by  proporcioun  : 
And    knew   the    arjsing    of    his    mono 

weel, 
And  in  whos  face,  and  terme,  and  every- 

deel ;  (560) 

And  knew  ful  weel  the  mones  mansioun 
Acordaunt  to  his  operacioun,  1290 

And  knew  also  his  othere  observaunces 
For  swiche  illusiouns  and   swiche   mes- 

chaunces 
As  hethon  folk  used  in  thilko  dayes  ; 
For  whicli  no  lenger  maked  he  delayes, 
But   thurgh   his   magik,  for  a  wyke   or 

tweye,  1295 

It  semed  that  alle  the  rokkes  were  aweye. 

Aurelius,  which  that  yet  despeired  is 
Wher  he  shal  hau  his  love  or  faro  amis, 
Awaiteth  night  and  day  on  this  miracle  ; 
And  whan  ho  knew  that  ther  was  noon 

obstacle,  (572)  13(^0 

That  voided  were  thise  rokkes  everichou, 
Doun  to  his  maistres  feet  he  fil  anon. 
And  seyde,  '  I  woful  wrecclie,  Aurelius, 
Thankc  3'ow,  lord,  and  lady  myu  Venus, 
That  mo  han  holpen  fro  my  cares  colde  :' 
And  to  the  temple  his  wey  forth  hath  ho 

holde,  1306 

Whor-as  he  knew  he  sholde  liis  lady  see. 
And  whan  he  saugh  his  tyme,  anon-right 

he,  (,s8o; 

■yS'lth  dredful  herte  and  with  ful  humble 

chere, 
Salewed  hath  his  sovereyn  lady  dere:  1310 


1 
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'  My  righte  ladj-,'  quod  tliis  wofvil  man, 
'  Whom  I  most  drede  and  love  as  I  1)est 

can, 
And  lotlipst  wore  of  al  this  worM  displeso, 
Nere  it  that  I  for  yow  liave  swich  disese. 
That   I  moste   dyen  heer  at    your  foot 

anon,  13 15 

Xoglit  wolde  I  telle  how  me  is  wo  higon  ; 
But  certcs  oiither  moste  I  dye  or  pleyno  ; 
Ye  slee  nic  giltelccs  for  verray  pcjaie.  (590) 
But  of  my  deeth,  thogli  that  ye  have  no 

routhe, 
Avyseth    yow,    cr    that    ye    breke    yotir 

trouthe.  1320 

Repenteth  yow,  for  thilke  god  above, 
Er  ye  me  sleen  by-cause  th?it  I  yow  love. 
For,  madame,  wel  ye  woot  what  ye  han 

hight ; 
Xat  that  I  chalange  any  thing  of  right 
Of  yow  my  sovcreyn  lady,  but  your  gi-ace ; 
But  in  a  gardin  yond,  at  swich  a  place. 
Ye  woot  right  wel  what  ye  bihighten  me  ; 
And  in  mj-n  hand  your  trouthe  plighten 

ye  (600) 

To  love  me  best,  god  woot,  ye  seyde  so, 
Al  be  that  I  unwoi'thy  bo  therto.         1330 
Madame,  I  speke  it  ior  the  honour  of  yow, 
Jlore  than  to  save  myn  hertes  lyf  right 

now ; 
I  have  do  so  as  ye  comanded  me  ; 
And  if  j-e  vouche-sauf,  ye  may  go  see. 
Dotli  as  yow  list,  have   your  bihesto  in 

minde,  1335 

For  quik  or  deed,  right  ther  ye  shul  me 

findc ; 
In  yow  Ij-th  al,  to  do  me  live  or  deye  ; — 
But  wel  I  woot  the  rokkes  l)cen  aweye  ! ' 
^  He  taketh  his  leve,  and  slie  astonied 

stood,  (611) 

In  al  hir  face  nas  a  drope  of  blood  ;     1340 
She  wende  never  han  come  in  swich  a 

trappe  : 
'  Alias  ! '  quod  she,  '  that  ever  this  sholde 

happe ! 
For  wende  I  never,  by  possibilitee, 
Tliat  swich  a  monstre  or  merveille  mighte 

be! 
It  is  agayns  the  proces  of  nature  : '      1345 
And  hooni  she  gooth  a  sor^veful  creature. 
For  verray  fere  uniiethe  may  she  go, 
She  wepeth,  wailleth,  al  a  day  or  two,  (620) 


And  swowneth,  that  it  routhe  was  to  see; 
But  why  it  was,  to  no  wight  tolde  she ;  1350 
For  out  of  tonne  was  goon  Al*^•erag:l^s. 
But  to  hir-self'she  spak,  and  seyde  thus, 
With   face   pale   and  with   fnl  sorweful 

chere. 
In  hir  comple,\nit,  as  ye  shul  after  here  : 
'Alias,'  quod  she,   'on  tlieo,  Fortune, 

I  plpyne,  1355 

That   unwar   wrapped   hast    me    in   thy 

che5me ; 
For  which,  t'escapc,  woot  I  no  socour 
Save  only  deeth  or  clles  dishonour  ;    (630) 
Oon  of  thise  two  bilioveth  me  to  chese. 
But  nathelees,  yet  have  I  lover  lese     1360 
My  lyf  than  of  my  body  have  a  shame. 
Or  knowc  my-selven  fals,  or  lese  my  name, 
And  with  my  deth  I  may  be  quit,  y-wis. 
Hath   ther   nat    many   a   noble   "\vyf,   er 

this,  "  1364 

And  many  a,  mayde  y-slayn  hir-self,  alias ! 

Rather  than  with  hir  body  doon  tresj^as  ? 

Y'is,  certes,  lo,  thise  stories  beren  wit- 

nesse ; 
Whan   thretty  tyraunts,    ful   of  cursed- 

nesse,  (040) 

Had  slaj-n  Phidoun  in  Athencs,  atte  feste, 
They  comanded  his  doghtres  for  fareste, 
And  bringen  hem  biforn  hem  in  despj't 
Al  naked,  to  fulfille  hir  foul  delj-t,       1372 
And  in  hir  fadres  blood  they  made  hem 

daunce 
Upon  the  pavement,  god  yeve  hem  mis- 

chaunce ! 
For  which  thise  woful   maydens,  ful  of 

drede,  1375 

Eather  than  they  wolde  lese  hir  mayden- 

hede, 
Tliey  prively  ben  stirt  in-to  a  welle. 
And   dreynte  hem-selven,  as  the  bokes 

telle.  (650) 

Tliey  of  Messene  lete  enquere  and  seke 
Of  Laccdomie  fifty  maydens  eke,  1380 

On  whiche  they  wolden  doon  hir  lecherye; 
But  was  ther  noon  of  al  that  companye 
That   she   nas    slayn,    and   with   a  good 

entente 
Chees  rather  for  to  dye  than  assente 
To  been  oppressed  of  hir  maydenhede.  1385 
Why  sholde   I   tlianne   to  dye   been   in 

drede? 
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Lr>,  eok,  the  tiraunt  Aristoclides      (Cy?()) 
That  lovc-il  a  maydon,  hoet  Stimphalides, 
Whan  that  hir  fador  slayai  was  on  a  nig-ht, 
I'n-to  Dianes  temple  goth  she  right,   1390 
And.  hente  the  image  in  hir  handes  two, 
Fro  which  image  wohle  she  never  go. 
Xo  wight  ne  mighte  hir  handes  of  it  arace, 
Til  she  was  slayn  right  in  the  solve  place. 
Xow  sitli   that   maj-dens   hadden   swich 

despyt  1395 

To  been  defonled  with  mannes  foul  delji:, 
Wei  oghte  a  wyf  rather  hir-selven  slee 
Than  be  defonled,  as  it  thinketh  me.  (670) 

What  shal  I  seyn  of  Hasdriibales  wyf, 
That  at  Cartage  birafte  hir-self  hir  lyf  ? 
For  whan  she  sattgh  that  RomajTis  wan 

the  tovm,  1401 

She   took  hir  children   alle,   and   skiiite 

adonn 
In-to  the  fyr,  and  chees  rather  to  dye 
Than  any  Komayn  dide  hir  vileinye. 
Hath    nat    Liicresse    y-slajii    hir-self, 

alias !  1405 

At  Eome,  whanne  she  oppressed  was 
Of   Tarr|tiin,    for    hir    thonghte    it   was 

a  shame 
To  liven  whan  she  hadde  lost  hir  name  ? 
The  sevene  maydens  of  Milesie  also  (681) 
Han  slajTi  hem-self,  for  verray  drede  and 

wo,  1410 

Eather  than  folk   of  Ganle  hem  sholde 

oppi-esse. 
Mo  than  a  thousand  stories,  as  I  gesse, 
Conde    I   now    telle    as    toiichinge    this 

matere. 
"SMian  Habradate  was  slayn,  his  wyf  so 

dere 
Hirselven   slow,    and   leet   hir    blood  to 

glyde  1415 

In  Habradate.?  woundes  depe  and  wj-de, 
And  seyde,  "  my  body,  at  the  Iceste  way, 
Ther  shal  no  wight  defoulen,  if  I  may." 
What  sholde  I  nao  ensamples  hoer-of 

sayn,  (^t^i)  1419 

Sith  that  so  manye  han  hcm-selven  slajna 
Wol  rather  than  they  woldo  defonled  be  ? 
I  wol  conclude,  that  it  is  bet  for  me 
To  sleen  lay-self,  than  been  defonled  thus. 
I  wol  \)0  tre%ve  un-to  Arveragiis, 
Or  rather  sleen  my-self  in  som  niaucre, 
As  dide  Demociones  doghter  dere,       1426 


By-cause  that  .she  woldc  nat  defotiled  be. 

O  Ccda.sus  !  it  is  ful  greet  pitee,        (700) 
Tt>  roden  how  thy  doghtren  deyde,  aHas! 
That  slowo  hem-selven  for  swich  maner 
cas.  1430 

As  greet  a  pitee  was  it,  or  wel  more, 
The  Thcban  mayden,  that  for  Xichanoro 
Hir-selven  slow,  right  for  swich  maner 
wo. 

Another  Theban  mayden  dide  right  so  ; 
For  oon  of  Macedoine  hadde  hir  oppressed, 
She  with  hir  deeth  hir  maj-denhede  re- 
dressed. 1436 

What  shal  I  scye  of  Xicerat-es  wyf, 
Tliat  for  swich  cas  birafte  hir-self  hir  lyf? 

How  trewe  eek  was  to  Alcebiades    (711) 
His  love,"  that  rather  for  to  dyen  chees  1440 
Than  for  to  suffre  his  bodj-  unburied  be  ! 
Lo  which  a  wyf  was  Alceste,'  qnod  she. 

'  What  seith  Omer  of  gode  Penalopee  ? 
Al  Grece  knoweth  of  hir  chastitee. 

Pardee,  of  Laodomj-ais  writen  thus,  1^45 
That  whan  at  Troye  was  slayn  Prothe- 

selaus, 
Xo  lenger  wolde  she  live  after  his  day. 

The  same  of  noble  Porcia  telle  I  may  ; 
With-outo  Brutus  coude  she  nat  live,  (721) 
To  whom   she  hadde  al  hool  hir  herte 
yive.  1450 

The  pariit  wyfliod  of  Artliemesyc 
Honoured  is  thurgh  al  the  Barbarye. 

O  Teuta,  queen  !  tlij-  ^^yfly  chastitee 
To  alle  wyves  may  a  mirour  be.  1454 

The  same  thing  I  seye  of  Bilia,        [T.  om. 
Of  Eodogone,  and  eek  Valeria.'        [T.  om. 

Thus  pleyned  Dorigene  a  day  or  tweye, 
Purposinge  ever  that  she  wolde  deye.  (730) 

But  nathelees,  upon  the  thriddo  night;, 

Hom  cam  Arveragiis,  this  worthy  knight, 

And  asked  hir,   why  that   she  wecji   so 

sore?  i4'ii 

And  she  gan  wepen  ever  lenger  the  more. 

'  Alias ! '    quod    she,    '  that    ever    was 
I  born  ! 
Thus  have  I  seyd,'  qtiod  she,  '  thug  have 

I  sworn  '— 
And  told  him  al  as  j^e  han  herd  bifore ;  1465 
It  nedeth  nat  reherce  it  yow  na-more. 

This    honsbond    with    glad    chere,    in 
freendly  wyse, 
Answerde  and  seyde  as  I  shal  yow  devyse : 


II 
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'Is  ther oght  elles,  Dorigen,  but  this ?'  (741 ) 
'  Xny,  nay,'  qnoil  slie,  '  god  help  me  so, 

as  wis  ;  1470 

This  is  to  miiche,  ami  it  wore  goddes  willo.' 

'  Yo,  viTf,'  quod  he,  '  lat  sleiien  that  is 

Stille  ; 
It  maj'  he  wel,  paraventure,  yet  to-day. 
Yo  shiil  your  troiitlie  hoi  den,  by  my  lay  ! 
For  god  so  wisly  have  mercy  on  nie,     1475 
I  haddo  wel  lover  y-stiked  for  to  be. 
For  verray  love  which  that  I  to  j^ow  have, 
Biit-if  ye  sholde  y(>\ir  tronthe  kepe  and 

save.  (750) 

Tronthe   i.s  the  hyeste   thing  that  man 

may  kepe  : ' — 
But   with   that  wonl   lie  brast  anon   to 

wepe,  1480 

And  seyde,  '  I  yow  forbede,  np  peyne  of 

deeth. 
That  never,   whyl   thee   lasteth    Ij^f   ne 

breeth, 
To  no  wight  tol  tlion  of  this  avontui-e. 
As  I  may  best,  I  wol  my  wo  endure, 
Xe  make  no  contenance  of  hevinesse,  1485 
That  folk  of  yow  may  demen   harm   or 

ge&o.' 
And    forth    he    cleped   a   squyor    and 

a  maydo : 
'Goth    forth    an<in    with    Dorigen,'    he 

sayde,  (760) 

'  And    bringoth    hir    to    swich    a   place 

anon.' 
Tliey  take  hir  leve,  and  on  hir  wey  they 

gon ;  1490 

Bnt  they  ne  wiste  why  she  thider  wente. 
He  nolde  no  wight  telleu  his  entente.  (764) 
Paravent\ire  an  heep  of  yow,  y-wis, 

[T.  om. 
Wol  holden  liim  a  lewed  man  in  this, 

[T.  om. 
That  he  wol  pntte  his  wyf  in  jnpartye ; 

[T.  om. 
Herkneth  the  tale,  er  ye  np-on  hir  crye. 

[T.  om. 
She  may  have  bettre  fortune  than  yow 

semeth ;       '  [T.  om. 

And  whan   that  ye   han  herd  the  tale, 

demeth.  [T.  om. 

This  sqnyer,  which  that  highte  Aiirelius, 
On  Dorigen  that  was  so  amorous,  (77^)  1500 
Of  aventure  happed  hir  to  meto 


Amidde  the  tonn,  right  in  the  qnikkesfc 

strete, 
As  she  was  boun  to  goon  the  wey  forth- 
right 
Toward  the  gardin  ther-as  she  ha<l  hight. 
And  he  was  to  the  gardinward  also ;    1505 
For  wel  he  spyed,  wlian  she  wolde  gO' 
Out  of  hir  hous  to  any  manor  place. 
But    thus    they  metto,   of   aventure  or 

grace ;  f 780) 

And  he  saleweth  hir  with  glad  entente, 
And  asked  of  hir  whidorward  she  wente? 
And  she  answerde,  half  as  she  were  mad, 
'  Un-to  the  gardin,  as  myn  houslxjnd  bad, 
My  tronthe  for  to  holde,  alias  !  alias  ! ' 

Aurelins  gan  wondren  on  this  cas, 
And  in  his  herte  hafl  greet  compassioun 
Of  hir  and  of  hir  lamentacioun,  1516 

And  of  Arveragns,  the  worthy  knight, 
That  bad  hir  holden    al  that  she  had 

flight,  (790) 

So  looth  him  was  his  wyf  sholde  breke 

hir  tronthe  ; 
And  in  his  herte  he  caughte  of  this  greet 

routhe,  1520 

Considcringe  the  beste  on  every  syde. 
That  fro  his  lust  yet  were  him  lever  abyde 
Than  doon  so  heigh  a  cherlish  wrecched- 

nesse 
Agayns  franchyse  and  alio  gontillesse  j 
For  which  in  fewe  wordes  seyde  he  thus:- 
'  Madame,  seyth  to  your  lord  Arveragus, 
That  sith  I  see  his  grete  gentillesse    (800) 
To  yow,  and  eek  I  see  wel  your  distresse, 
That  him  were  lever  han  shame  (and  that 

were  routhe) 
Than  ye  to  me  sholde  breke  thus  youi? 

tronthe,  1530, 

I  have  wel  lever  ever  to  suffre  wo 
Than  I  departe  the  love  bitwix  yow  two, 
I  j-ow  relosse,  madame,  in-to  your  hond 
Quit  every  surement  and  every  Iwnd,  1534 
That  ye  han  maad  to  mc  as  hoer-bifom, 
Sith  thilke  tyme  which  that  yo  were  bom. 
My  trouthe  I  plighte,  I  shal  yow  never 

reprove 
Of  no  biheste,  and  here  I  take  my  leve, 
As  of  the  treweste  and  the  beste  wyf  (8ii) 
That. ever  yet  I  knew  in  al  my  lyf.       154Q 
But  every  -wj-f  be-war  of  hir  biheste, 
On  Dorigene  remembreth  atte  leste. 
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Thus  cau  a  sqnyer  doon  a  geutil  clede, 
As  well  as  can  a  knight,  with-oiiten  drecle.' 

She  thoiiketh  him  np-on  hir  knees  al 
bare,  1545 

And  hoom  un-to  hir  housbond  is  she  fare. 
And  tolde  him  al  as  ye  han  herd  me  sayd ; 
And  be  ye  siker,  he  was  so  weel  apayd,  (820) 
That  it  were  inpossible  me  to  Avryte  ; 
What  sholde  I  lenger  of  this  cas  endyte  ? 

Arveragus  and  Dorigene  his  wyf      1551 
In  sovereyn  blisse  leden  forth  hir  lyf. 
Never  eft  ne  was  ther  angre  hem  bitwene  ; 
He   eherisseth   hir  as  though   she   were 
a  queue ;  1554 

And  she  was  to  him  trewe  for  evermore. 
Of  thise  two  folk  ye  gete  of  me  na-more. 

Aurelius,  that  his  cost  hath  al  forlorn, 
Curseth  the  tyme  that  ever  he  was  born  : 
'  Alias,'  quod  he,  '  alias  !  that  I  biliighte 
Of   pured    gold    a    thousand    pound    of 
wighte  (832)  1560 

Un-to  this  philosophre  !  how  shal  I  do  ? 
I  see  na-more  but  that  I  am  fordo. 
Myn  heritage  moot  I  nedes  selle, 
And    bpen   a  begger ;    heer    may   I   nat 

dvvelle. 
And  shamen  al  my  kinrede  in  this  place, 
Bi\t  I  of  him  may  gete  bettre  grace.     1566 
But  nathelees,  I  wol  of  him  assaye,    (839) 
At  certeyn  dayes,  yeer  by  year,  to  paye. 
And  thanke  him  of  his  grete  curteisye  ; 
My  trouthe  wol  I  kepe,  I  wol  nat  lye.'  1570 

AVith  herte  soor  he  gooth  un-to  his  cofre. 
And  broghte  gold  un-to  tliis  philosophre. 
The  value  of  fyve  hundred  pound,  I  gesse. 
And  him  bisecheth,  of  his  gentillesse. 
To  graunte  him  dayes  of  the  remenaunt. 
And  seyde,  '  maister,  I  dar  wel  make 
avaunt,  1576 

I  failled  never  of  my  trouthe  as  yit ; 
For  sikerly  my  dette  shal  be  quit         (850) 
Towardes  yow,  how-ever  that  I  fare 
To  goon  a-begged  in  my  kirtle  bare.     1580 
But  wolde  ye  vouchc-sauf,  up-on  seurtee. 
Two  yeer  or  three  for  to  respyten  me. 
Than  were  I  wel ;  for  elles  moot  I  selle 
Mj-n  heritage  ;  ther  is  na-more  to  telle.' 
This  philosophre  sobrcly  answerde,  1585 


And  seyde  thus,  whan  he  thise  wordes 

berde :  (858) 

'  Have  I  nat  holden  covenant  ixn-to  thee?' 
'  Yes,  certes,  wel  and  trewely,'  quod  lie. 
'  Hastow  nat  had  thy  lady  as  thee  lyketli  ? ' 
'  No,    no,'   qiiod    he,   and    sorwefully  he 

syketh.  1590 

'  What  was  the  cause  ?  tel  me  if  thou  can.' 
Aurelius  his  tale  anon  bigan. 
And  tolde  him  al,  as  ye  han  herd  bifore ; 
It  nedeth  nat  to  yow  rehcrco  it  more. 

He  seide,  '  Arveragus,  of  gentillesse,  1595 
Had  lever  dj-e  in  sorwe  and  in  distresse 
Than   tliat  his  wyf  were  of  hir  trouthe 

fals.'  (869) 

The  sorwe  of  Dorigen  he  tolde  him  als. 
How  looth  hir  was  to  been  a  wiliked  wyf,  . 
And  that  she  lever  had  lost  that  day  hir 

lyf,  1600 

And  that  hir  troutiie  she  swoor.  thurgh 

innocence  : 
'  She  never  erst  herde  speke  of  apparence ; 
That  made  me  han  of  hir  so  greet  pitee. 
And  right  as  frely  as  he  sente  hir  me. 
As  frely  sente  I  hir  to  him  ageyn.        1605 
This  al  and  som,  ther  is  na-more  tdseyn.' 
Tliis      philosophre      answerde,      '  leve 

brother, 
Everich  of  j'ow  dide  gent  illy  til  other.  (880) 
Thou  art  a  squyer,  and  he  is  a  knight ; 
But  god  forbede,  for  his  lilisful  might,  1610 
But-if  a  clerk  coude  doon  a  gentil  dede 
As  wel  as  any  of  yow,  it  is  no  drede  ! 

Sire,  I  relesse  tliee  thy  thousand  pound, 
As  thou  right  now  were  cropen  out  of  the 

ground,  16 14 

Ne  never  er  now  ne  haddest  knowen  me. 
For  sire,  I  wol  nat  take  a  peny  of  thee 
For  al  my  craft,  ne  noght  for  my  travaille. 
Thou  hast  y-payed  wel  for  my  vitaille ;  (K90) 
It  is  y-nogh,  and  farewel,  have  good  day :' 
And  took  his  hors,  and  forth  he  gooth 

his  way.  1620 

L<jrdinges,  this  questidn  wolde  I  aske 

now. 
Which  was  the  moste  free, as  thinketh  yow? 
Now  tellcth  me,  cr  that  ye  ferther  wende. 
I  can  na-morc,  my  tale  is  at  an  cnde.  (896) 


Here  is  ended  the  Frankeleyns  Tale, 

*i^*  The  six  lines,  numbered  1 1929-34  in  Tyrv.hitt's  text,  are  spurious;  for  Ids 
]1.  11935-12902,  see  pp.  551-564  ;  for  11.  12903-15468,  see  pp.  492-551 
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GROUP  G. 


THE    SECONDE    NOiNNES    TALE. 

The  Prologe  of  the  Seconde  Nonnes  Tale. 


The  ministre  and  the  norice  vin-to  \-yces, 
"Wliich  that  men  clepe  in  English  ydel- 

nesse, 
That  porter  of  the  gate  is  of  delyces, 
T'eschue,  and  bj'  hir   contraric   hir   op- 

presse, 
That  is  to  sej-n,  by  leveful  bisinesse,  5 

Wei  oghten  we  to  doon  al  our  entente, 
Lest  that  the  feend  thurgh  ydelnesse  tts 

hente. 

For  he,  that  with  his  thousand  cordes  slye 
Coutinuellj-  us  waiteth  to  biclappe, 
Whan  he  may  man  in  ydelnesse  espye,  16 
He  can  so  lightly  cacche  him  in  his  trappe, 
Til  that  a  man  be  hent  right  by  the  lappe, 
He  nis  nat  war  the  feend  hath  him  in 

honde ; 
Wei  oughte  us  werche,  and  ydebies  with- 

stonde. 

And  though  men  dradden  never  for  to  dye, 
Yet  seen  men  wel  by  reson  doutelees,     16 
That  ydelnesse  is  roten  slogardye, 
Of  which    ther    never    comth    no   good 

enerees  ; 
And  seen,  that   slouthe  hir  holdeth   in 

a  lees 
Only  to  slepe,  and  for  to  ete  and  drinke, 
And  to  devouren  al  that  othere  swinke.  21 

And  for  to  putte  us  fro  swich  ydelnesse. 
That  cause  is  of  so  greet  confusioun, 
I  have  heer  doon  my  feithfiil  bisinesse, 
After  the  legende,  in  translacioun  25 

Eight  of  thy  glorious  lyf  and  passionn, 
Thoix  with   thy  gerland  wroght  of  rose 

and  lilie  ; 
Thee  mene   I,  mayde   and  martir,  seint 

Cecilie ! 


Inuocacio  ad  Mariam. 

And  thou  that  flour  6f  virgines  art  alle, 
Of  whom    that   Bernard  list   so   wel  to 

wrj-te,  30 

To  thee  at  my  biginning  first  I  caUc  ; 
Thou   comfort    of   us   wrecches,    do    me 

endjiie 
Tliy  maydens  deeth,  than  wan  thurgh  hir 

merj-te 
The  eternal  lyf,  and  of  the  feend  victorie. 
As  man  may  after  reden  in  hir  storie.    35 

Thou  mayde  and  mooder,  doghter  of  thy 

sone, 
Thoii  welle  of  mercy,  sinful  soules  cure, 
In  whom  that  god,  for  bountee,  chees  to 

wone, 
Thoii    humble,    and    heigh    over    every 

creature. 
Thou  nobledest  so  ferforth  owt  nature,  40 
That   no   desdeyn   the   maker   hadde   of 

kinde, 
His  sone  in  blode  and  flesh  to  clothe  and 

winde. 

Withinne  the  cloistre  blisful  of  thy  sydes 
Took  mannes  shap  the  eternal  love  and 

pees, 
That  of  the  trjme  compas  lord  and  gyde 

is,  45 

'\\'Tiom  erthe  and  see  and  heven,  out  of 

relees, 
Ay  herien  ;  and  thou,  virgin  wemmelees. 
Bar  of  thy  body,  and  dweltesfc  mayden 

pure. 
The  creatour  of  every  creatiire. 

Assembled  is  in  thee  magnificence  50 

With  mercj',  goodnesse,  and  with  swich 
pitee 
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That  tliou,  tliat  ai-t  the  sonne  of  excel- 
lence, 
Nat  oulj-  helpest  hem  that  preyen  thee, 
But  ofte  t  j-me,  of  thy  beiiignitee,  54 

Ful  frely,  er  that  men  thyn  help  biseche^ 
Thou  goost  biforn,  and  art  bir  lyves  leche. 

Now  help,  thou  meke  and  blisfol  foyre 

mayde, 
Me,  flemed  ^v^eccbe,  in  this  desert  of  galle  ; 
Think   on  the  woHiman   Cananee,   that 

sayde 
That  -whelpes  eten  somnie  of  the  erommes 

alle  .  60 

That  from  Lir  lordes  table  been  y-falle  ; 
Aiid  thongh  that  I,  unworthy  sone  of  Eve, 
Be  sinful,  yet  accepte  my  bileve. 

And,  for  that  fcith   is   deed  with-OTiten 

■werkes, 
So  for  to  werken  yif  me  wit  and  space,  65 
That  I  be  quit  fro  thennes  that  most  derk 

is! 
0  thou,  that  art  so  fayr  and  ful  of  grace, 
Be  myn  advocat  in  that  heighe  place 
Ther-as  withouten  ende  is  songe  'Osanne,' 
Thou  Cristes    mooder,    doghter    dere   of 

Anne !  70 

And  of  thy  light  my  soule  in  prison  lighte. 

That  troubled  is  by  the  contagioun 

Of  my  body,  and  also  by  the  wighte 

Of  erthly  luste  and  fals  affeccioun  ; 

0  haven  of  refut,  o  salvaciovm  75 

Of  hem  that  been  in  sorwe  and  in  dis- 

tresse, 
Now  help,  for  to  my  werk  I  wol  me  dresse. 

Yet  preye  I  yow  that  reden  that  I  wryte, 
Forj-eve  me,  that  I  do  no  diligence 
Tliis  ilke  storie  subtiUy  to  endji:e  ;  80 

For  both  luive  I  the  wordes  and  sentence 
Of  him  that  at  the  seintos  reverence 
Tlie  storie  wroot,  and  folwe  hir  legende, 
And  prey  yow,   that   ye   wol  my  werk 
amende. 

Interpretacio  nominis  C'ecilie,  quam  i^onit 
frater  lacobiis  lamiensis  in  Legenda 
A  urea. 

First  wolde  I  yo-wr  the  name  of  seint 
Cecilie  85 

Expoune,  as  men  may  in  hir  storie  see, 


It  is  to  seye  in  English  '  heveues  lilie,' 
For  pure  chastnesse  of  virginitee  ; 
Or,  for  she  whj-tnesse  hadde  of  honestee, 
And   grene  of  conscience,   and  of  good 
fame  90 

The  sote  savour,  '  lilie '  was  hir  name. 

Or  Cecile  is  to  seye  '  the  wey  to  blinde,' 
For  she  ensample  was  by  good  techinge; 
Or  elles  Cecile,  as  I  •writen  finde. 
Is  joyned,  by  a  maner  conjoLninge  95 

Of  '  hevene  '  and   '  Lia ' ;    and    heer,   in 

figuringe, 
The  '  heven '  is  set  for  thoght  of  holinesse. 
And  '  Lia '  for  hir  lasting  bisinesse. 

Cecile  may  eek  be  seyd  in  this  manere, 
'Wanting  of  blindnesse,'  for  hir  grete 

light  100 

Of  sapience,  and  for  hir  Ihewes  clere  ; 
Or  elles,  lo !  this  maj-dens  name  bright 
Of  '  hevene '  and  '  leos '  comth,  for  which 

by  right 
Men  mighte  hir  wel  '  the  heven  of  peple ' 

caUe,  104 

Ensample  of  gode  and  -wyse  werkes  alle. 

For  '  leos  '  '  peple  '  in  English  is  to  seye. 
And  right  as  men  may  in  the  hevene  see 
The  Sonne  and  mone  and  sterres  every 

weye, 
Eight  so  men  gostly.  In  this  mayden  free, 
Seyen  of  feith  the  magnanimitee,  no 

And  eek  the  cleernesse  hool  of  sapience. 
And  sondry  werkes,  brighte  of  excellence. 

And  right  so  as  thise  philosophres  wrj-te 
That  heven  is  swift  and  round  and  eek 

brenninge, 
Eight  so  was  fayre  Cecilie  the  whj-te  1 15 
Ful  swift  an.d  bisy  ever  in  good  werkinge, 
And  romid  and  hool  in  good  perseveringe. 
And  brenning  ever  in  charitee  ful  brighte ; 
Now  have  I  yow  declared  what  she  highte. 
ErjAicit, 

Here    biginnetli    the    Seconde    Nonnes 
Tale,  of  the  lyf  of  Seinte  Cecile. 

This  mayden  bright  Cecilie,  as  hir  lyf 
seith,  I  -'o 

Was  comeu  of  Eomiiyns,  and  of  noble 
kinde,  11 

J 
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And  from  liir  cradel  up  fostrei.1  in  the 

feith 
Of  Crist,  and  bar  big  gospel  in  hir  minde ; 
She  never  cessed,  as  I  writen  finde, 
Of  hir  preyore,  and  god  to  love  and  drede, 
Biseking  him  to  kepe  hir  maydenhede.  126 

And  -when  this  mayden  sholde  iinto  a  man 
Y-wedded  be,  that  -was  ful  yong  of  age, 
Which  that  y-cleped  was  Valerian, 
And  day  was  conien  of  hir  niariage,  130 
Slie,  ful  devout  and  humble  in  hir  corage, 
Under  hir  robe  of  gold,  that  sat  ful  fayre, 
Had  next  hir  flesh  y-clad  hir  in  an  heyre. 

And  whyl  the  organs  maden  melodye, 
To  god  alone  in  herte  thus  sang  she  ;     135 
'  O  lord,  my  sovile  and  eek  my  body  gj'e 
I'nwemmed,  lest  that  I  confounded  be  :' 
And,  for  his  love  that  deyde  upon  a  tree, 
Every  seconde  or  thridde  daj'  she  faste, 
Ay  biddinge  in  hir  orisons  ful  faste.      140 

The  night  cam,  and  to  bedde  moste  she 

gon 
With  hir  housbonde,  as  ofte  is  the  manere, 
And  prively  to  him  she  seyde  anon, 
'  O  swete  and  wel  bUoved  spouse  dere, 
Ther  is  a  conseil,  and  ye  wolde  it  here, 
^^^^ich  that  right  fain  I  wolde  unto  yow 

seye,  146 

So  that  ye  swere  ye  shul  me  nat  biwreye.' 

Valerian  gan  faste  tmto  hir  swere, 
That  for  no  cas,  ne  thing  that  miglite  be, 
He  sholde  never-mo  biwTeyen  here  ;      150 
And  thanne  at  erst  to  him  thus  seyde  she, 
'  I  have  an  angel  which  that  luveth  me, 
That  with  greet  love,  wher-so  I  wake  or 

slepe. 
Is  redy  ay  my  body  for  to  kepe.  154 

And  if  that  he  may  felen,  out  of  drede, 
That  ye  me  touche  or  love  in  vileinye. 
He  right  anon  wol  slee  yow  with  the  dede. 
And  in  your  j-owthe  thus  ye  shulden  dye : 
And  if  that  ye  in  clene  love  me  gye, 
He  wol  yow  loven  as  me,  for  your  clen- 

nesse,  160 

And  shewen  yow  his  joye  and  his  bright- 

nesse.' 


Valerian,  corrected  as  god  wolde, 
Answerdo  agayn,  '  if  I  slial  tnisten  thee, 
Lat  me  tliat  angel  see,  and  him  biholde  ; 
And  if  that  it  a  verray  angel  be,  165 

Than  wol  I  doon  as  thou  hast  preyed  me  ; 
And  if  thou  love  another  man,  for  sothe 
Eight  with  this  swerd  than  wol  I  slee  yow 
bothe.' 

Cecile  answerde  .anon  right  in  this  wyse, 
•  If  that  yow  list,  the  angel  shul  ye  see,  1 70 
So  that  ye  trowe  on  Crist  and  yow  bap- 

tyso. 
Goth  fortli  to  Via  Apia,'  quod  she, 
'  That  fro  this  toun  ne  stant  but  mj-les 

three. 
And,  to  the  povre  folkes  that  ther  dwelle, 
I  Sey  hem  right  thus,  as  that  I  shal  yow 

t«lle.  175 

Telle  hem  that  I,  Cecile,  yow  to  hem  sente, 

To  shewen  yow  the  gode  Urban  the  olde, 
j  For  secree  nedes  and  for  good  entente. 

And  whan  that  ye  seint  Urban  ban  bi- 
holde. 

Telle  him  the  wordes  whiche  I  to  yow 
tolde;  180 

And  whan  that  he  hath  purged  yow  fro 
sinne, 

Thanne   shul  ye   see   that  angel,    er  ye 
twinne.' 

Valerian  is  to  the  place  y-gon. 

And  right   as  him  was    taught  by  his 

leiTiinge, 
He  fond  this  holy  olde  Urban  anon       1S5 
Among  the  seintes  buriels  lotinge. 
And  he  anon,  with-outen  taryinge, 
Dide  his  message ;  and  whan  that  he  it 

tolde. 
Urban  for  joye  his  hondes  gan  up  holde. 

The  teres  from  his  yen  leet  he  falle —  190 
I   '  Almighty  lord,  O  Jesu  Crist,'  quod  he, 

'  Sower  of  chast  conseil,  herde  of  t\s  alle, 
I  The  fruit  of  thdke  seed  of  chastitee 

That  thou  hast  sowe  in  Cecile,  tak  to  thee ! 

Lo,  Ij-k  a  bisy  bee,  with-outen  gyle,       195 

Thee  serveth  ay  thyn  owene  thral  Cecile ! 

For  thilkc  spouse,  that  she  took  but  now 
Ful  lyk  a  tiers  leottn,  she  sendeth  here. 
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As  meke  as  ever  was  any  lamb,  to  yow  !' 
And    with   that    worde,    aiion    ther  gau 

appcre  200 

An  old  man,  clad  in  whyte  clothes  clere, 
That  hadde  a  book  with  lettre  of  golde  in 

honde, 
And  gan  bifom  Valerian  to  stonde. 

Valerian  as  deed  fil  dovm  for  drede 
"Whan  he  him  saugh,   and  he  \ip  hente 

him  tlio,  205 

And  on  his  book  right  tluis  he  gan  to 

rede — 
'  Oo  Lord,  00  feith,  00  god  with-outen  mo, 
Oo  Cristendom,  and  fader  of  alle  also, 
Alwven  alle  and  over  al  everjTS'here  ' — 
Thise  wordes  al  with  gold  y-writen  were. 

■\\'lian  this  was  rad,  than  seyde  this  olde 

man,  211 

'Levestow  this  thing  or  no?    sey  ye  or 

nay.' 
'I  leve  al  this  thing,'  qnod  Valerian, 
'  For  sother  thing  than  this,  I  dar  wel  say, 
Under  the  he^■eue  no  wight  thinke  may." 
Tho    vanisshed    th'olde    man,    he    niste 

where,  216 

And  pope    Urban    him   cristened    right 

there. 

Valerian  goth  hoom,  and  fint  Cecilie 
"NVith-inne   his    chanibre  with   an   angel 

stondo  ; 
This  angel  hadde  of  roses  and  of  lilie    220 
Corones  two,  the  which  he  bar  in  honde  ; 
And  first  to  Cecile,  as  I  understonde, 
lie  yaf  that  oon,  and  after  gan  he  take 
That  other  to  Valerian,  hir  make. 

'  With  body  clene  and  with  uuwemmed 
thoght  225 

Kepeth  ay  wel  thise  corones,'  quod  lie  ; 
'  Fro  Paradys  to  yow  have  I  hem  broght, 
Xe  never-mo  ne  shal  they  roten  be, 
Ne  lese  her  sote  savour,  trusteth  me  ; 
Ne  never  wight  shal  seen  hem  with  liis  j'e. 
But  he  be  chaast  and  hate  vileinyg,       231 

And  thou.  Valerian,  for  thou  so  sone 
ALSseritedest  to  good  conseil  also, 
Sey  what  thee  list,  and  thou  shalt  han 
thy  bone,' 


'  I  have  a  brother,'  quod  Valerian  tho,  2,^5 

'  That  in  this  world  I  love  no  man  so. 

I  pray  yow  that   my  brother  may  han 

grace 
To  knowe  the  trouthe,  as   I  do  in  this 

place.' 

The  angel  seyde,  'god  lykcth  thy  request e. 
And  bothe,  with  the  palm  of  martirdom. 
Ye  shuUen  come  unto  his  blisful  feste.' 
And  with  that  word  Tiburce  his  brother 

com. 
And  whan  that  he  the  savour  undernom 
Which  that  the  roses  and  the  lilies  caste. 
With-inne  his  herte   he  gan  to  wondre 

faste,  245 

And  seyde,  '  I  wondre,  this  tyme  of  the 

yeer, 
Whennes  that  sote  s.ivour  cometh  so 
Of  rose  and  lilies  that  I  smelle  heer. 
For  though  I  hadde  hem  in  mj-n  hondes 

two,  24<» 

The  savour  mighte  in  me  no  depper  go. 
The  sote  smel  that  in  myn  herte  I  findc 
Hath  chaunged  me  al  in  another  kinde.' 

Valerian  seyde,  '  two  corones  han  we, 
Snow-whyte  and  rose-reed,  that  shjiien 

clere, 
Whiche  that  thyn  yen  han  no  might  to 

see ;  255 

Ajid   as   thou   smellest  hem  thurgh  my 

preyere. 
So  shaltow  seen  hem,  leve  brother  dere, 
If  it  so  be  thou  wolt,  withouteu  slouthe, 
Bileve  aright  and  kuoweu  verray  troutho.' 

Tiburce  answerde,  '  seistow  this  to  me  260 
In  soothncsse,  or  in  dreem  I  herkne  thisy' 
'  In  dromes,'  quod  Valerian,  'han  we  bo 
Unto  this  tyme,  brother  myn,  y-wis. 
But  now  at  erst  in  trouthe  our  dwelling  is.' 
'  How  woostow  this,'  quod  Tiburce,  '  in 
what  wyse  ? '  265 

Quod  Valerian,  '  that  shal  I  thee  devyse. 

The   angel  of  god  hath  me  the  trouthe 

y-taught 
Which  thou  shalt  seen,  if  that  thou  wolfc 

rcneye 
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The    ydoles    and     be     clone,    ami    elles 
naught.' —  J69 

And  of  the  miraole  of  thise  coronestweye 
■Seint  Ambrose  in  his  preface  list  to  sej-e  ; 
Solempncly  this  noble  doctour  dcro 
Commendeth  it,  and  seith  in  this  manere: 

Tlie  palm  of  martirdom  for  to  receyve, 
ScLnte  CecLle,  fnltild  of  goddes  yifte,      275 
The  world  and  eek  hir  chambre  gan  she 

"weyve ; 
"Witnes  Tyburces  and  fA'alerians  shritte, 
To  whiche    god    of    his  bountee  wolde 

shifte 
Corones  two  of  flonres  wel  smellinge, 
And  made  his  angel   hem   the   corones 

bringe :  280 

Tlie   mayde   hath   broght  thise   men    to 

blisse  above  ; 
Tlie  world  hath  wist   what  it  is  worth, 

certeyn, 
Devocioun  of  chastitee  to  love. — 
Tlio  shewede  him  Cecile  al  open  and  pleyn 
That  alle  ydoles  nis  but  a  thing  in  vejTi ; 
For  they  been  dombe,  and   therto  they 

been  deve,  286 

And  charged  him  his  ydoles  for  to  leve. 

'"VVlio  so  that  troweth  nat  this,  a  beste 

he  is,' 
Quod  tho  Tibnrce,  'if  that  I  shal  nat  lye." 
And  she  gan  kisse  his  brest,  that  herde 

this,  290 

And  was  fnl  glad  he  conde  tronthe  espye. 
'  This  day  I  take  thee  for  myu  allye,' 
Seyde  this  blisfiil  faj-re  mayde  dere  ; 
And  after  that  she  seyde  as  ye  may  here  : 

'  Lo,  right  so  as  the  love  of  Crist,"  quod 

she,  295 

'  Made   me   thy  brotheres  ■wyf,  right  in 

that  wyse 
Anon  for  myn  allye  heer  take  I  thee. 
Sin  that  thou  wolt  thyn  ydoles  despyse. 
Go  with  thy  brother  now,  and  thee  bap- 

tyse. 
And  make  thee  clene  ;  so  that  thou  mowe 

biholde  ?<» 

The   angels   face   of  which   thy   brother 

tolde.' 


Tiburce    auswerde    and   seyde,    'brother 

dere, 
First  tel  me  whider  I  shal,  ami  to  what 

man?' 
'To  whom?'  quod  he,   'com  forth  with 

right  good  chore, 
I  wol  thee  lede  unto  tho  jiope  Urban.'  ,^05 
'  Til  Urban  ?  brother  mj-n  Valerian,' 
Quod  tho  Tiburce,  'woltowmethidor  lode? 
Me  thinketh  that  it  were  a  wonder  dede. 

Ne  menestow  nat  Urban,'  quod  he  tho, 
'  That  is  so  ofte  dampned  to  be  deed,    ^in 
And  wonoth  in  halkes  alwey  to  and  I'm, 
And  dar  nat  ones  putte  forth  his  hoeil  ? 
Men  sholde  him  brennen  in  a  f^T  so  reed 
If  he  were  founde,  orthat  men  mighte  him 

spye; 
And  we  also,  to  here  him  compftnye —  315 

And  whyl  we  seken  thilke  divinitee 
That  is  y-liid  in  hevene  privoly, 
Algate  y-brend  in  this  world  shul  we  }>e  I ' 
To  whom  Cecile  answerde  boldely.         319 
'  Men  mighten  dreden  wel  and  skilfiilly 
Tliis  lyf  to  lose,  myn  owenc  dere  brother, 
If  this  were  livinge  only  and  non  other. 

But  ther  is  better  lyf  in  other  place, 
Tliat  never  shal  be  lost,  ne  drede  thee 

noght, 
Wliich  goddes  sone  us  tolde  thurgh  his 

grace  ;  .^25 

That  fadres  sone  hath  alle  thingeswroght ; 
Andalthat  wroght  iswith  a  skilful  thoght, 
The  goost,  that  fro  the  fader  gan  procede, 
Hath  sowled  hem,  withouten  any  drede. 

By  word  and  by  miracle  goddes  sone,  330 
Whan  he  was  in  this  world,  declared  here 
That  ther  was  other  lyf  ther  men  may 

wone.' 
To  whom  answerde  Tiburce, '  O  suster  dere, 
Xe  scydestow  right  now  in  this  manere, 
Ther  nis  but  o  god,  lord  in  soothfastnesse ; 
And   now  of  three  how  maystow  bere 

witnesse?'  336 

'  That  shal  I  telle,'  quod  she.  '  er  I  go. 
Right  as  a  man  hath  sapiences  three, 
Memorie,  engyn,  and  intellect  also. 
So,  in  o  being  of  divinit«e,  340 
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Three  persones  may  ther  right  Tvel  bo.' 
Tho  gan  she  him  fwl  hisily  to  preche 
Of  Cristes  come  and  of  his  peynes  teche, 

Aud  maiiy  pointes  of  his  passioim  ; 

How  guildos  sone  in  this  world  was  with- 

holde,  345 

To  doon  mankinde  pleyn  remissioun, 
That  was  j--1joiiude   iu  siiine  and  cares 

colde  : 
Al  tliis  thing  she  unto  Tiburce  tolde. 
And  after  this  Tiburce,  in  go<:)d  entente, 
With  Valerian  to  pope  Urban  he  wente, 

That  thanked  god  ;  and  witli  glad  herte 
and  light  351 

He  cristned  him,  and  made  him  in  that 
place 

Parfit  in  his  lerniiige,  goddes  knight. 

And  after  this  Tiburce  gat  swich  grace, 

That  evei-y  day  he  saugh,  in  tyme  and 
space,  355 

The  angel  of  god  ;  and  every  maner  bone 

That  he  god  axed,  it  was  sped  ful  sone. 

It  were  ful  hard  by  ordre  for  to  seyn 
How    many    wondres    Jesus    for    hem 

wroghte ; 
But  atfe  laste,  to  tellen  short  and  pleyn. 
The  sergeants  of  the  toiin  of  Kome  hem 

soghte,  361 

And  hem   biforn  Almache    the   prefect 

broghte. 
Which   hem  apposed,  and  knew  al  hir 

entente, 
And  to  the  image  of  Jupiter  hem  sente. 

And  seyde,  '  who  so  wol  nat  sacrifyse,  365 
Swap  of  his  heed,  this  is  my  sentence 

here.' 
Anon  thise  martirs  that  I  yow  de\'j-sej 
Oon  Maximus,  that  was  an  oflRcere 
Of  the  prefcctes  and  his  corniculere. 
Hem  hente ;    and   whan    ho    forth    the 

seintes  ladde,  370 

Him-selt  he  weep,  for  pitee  that  he  hadde. 

"Wlian  Maximus  had  herd  the  seintes  lore. 
He  gat  him  of  the  tormentoures  love, 
And  ladde  hem   to  his   hous   witlioute 
more ;  374 

And  with  hir  preching,  er  that  it  wore  eve, 


They  gonnen  fro  tho  tormentours  to  reve, 
And  fro  Maxime,  and  fro  his  folk  ochone 
The  false  feith,  to  trowe  in  god  allone. 

Cocilie  cam,  whan  it  was  woxen  night, 
^\'ith  preestes   that    hem    cristned   alle 

y-fere ;  3^0 

And   afterward,    whan    daj-   was   woxen 

light, 
Cecile  hem  seyde  with  a  ful  sobre  chore, 
' Now,  Ciistes  owene  knightes  love  and 

dere. 
Caste  alio  awey  tho  werkos  of  derknesse. 
And  armeth   yow  iu  armure  of  bright- 

nesse.  385 

Ye  han  for  sothe  y-doon  a  greet  bataille, 
Your  cours  is  doon,  your  feith  han  ye 

conserved, 
Goth  to  the  corone  of  lyf  that  may  nat 

faille ; 
The   rightful  juge,    ■\\hich  that  ye   han   * 

served,  389 

Shall  yeve  it  yow,  as  ye  han  it  deserved.' 
And  whan  this  thing  was  seyd  as  I  dovj^se, 
Men  ladde  hem  forth  to  doon  the  sacriiyse. 

But  whan  they  weren  to  the  place  broght, 
To  tellen  shortly  the  conclusioun,    * 
•They  nolde    encense   no  sacrifice    right 
noght,  395 

But  on  hir  knees  they  setten  hem  adoun 
W'ith  lu^mble  herte  and  sad  devocioun^ 
And  losten  bothe  hir  hedes  in  the  place, 
Hir  soules  wcnten  to  the  king  of  grace. 

This   Maximus,   that    saugh   this    thing 
bityde,  400 

With  pitous  teres  toldo  it  anon-right. 
That  he  hir  soules  saugh  to  heven  glydo 
With  angels  ful  of  cleernessc  and  of  light. 
And  with  his  word  converted   manj'  a 

■wight  ; 
For  which  Almachius  dide  him  so  to-bete 
With  -whippc  of  Iced,  til  he  his  Ij'f  gan 
lete.  4<>*> 

Cecile  him  took  and  buried  him  anoou 
By  Tiburce  and  Valerian  softely, 
W'ithinne  hir  burying-placo,  under  tho 

stoon. 
And  after  this  Almachius  hastily         410 
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Bad  liis  niinistres  fecclien  openly 
Cecile,  so  that  she  niighto  in  liis  presenco 
Doon  sacrifyce,  and  Juijiter  encense. 

Bat  they,  converted  at  hir  wj-se  lore, 
^\'epten  ful  sore,  antl  j-aven  ful  credence 
Unto  liir  Avord,    and   crj'tlen   more  and 

more,  416 

'  Crist,  goddes  sone  ■vsithouten  difference, 
Is  verray  god^  this  is  ill  onr  sentence, 
That  hath  so  good  a  servant  him  to  serve  ; 
This  with   o  vojs  we  trowen,  thogh  we 

sterve!'  420 

Almaehius,  that  horde  of  this  doinge, 
Bad  feechcn  Cocih',  that  he  might  hir  see, 
And  aldcrfirst,  lo  !  this  was  his  axinge, 
'  What  maner  wonmiau  artow  i* '  tho  quod 
he.  424 

'  I  am  a  gentil  womman  horn,'  qnod  she. 
'  I  axe  thee,'  quod  he,  '  thogh  it  thee  greve, 
Of  thy  religioun  and  of  thy  bileve.' 

'  Ye  han  bigonne  yotir  question  folily,' 
Quod   she,   '  that   wolden   two   answeres 

conclude 
In  00  demande  :  ye  axeil  lewedly.'        430 
Almache  answerdo  unto  that  similitude, 
'Of  whennes  comth  thyn  answering  so 

rude?' 
'  Of  whennes  ? '  quod  slie,  whan  that  she 

was  Irej-ned, 
'  Of  conscience    and   of   good   feitli   un- 

feyned.'  434 

Almachiits  sej'de,  '  ne  takestow  non  hede 
Of  my  power?'    and  she  answerde  him 

this— 
'  Your  might,'  quod  she,  '  ful  litel  is  to 

drede ; 
For  everj'  uriortal  mannes  power  nia 
But  lyk  a  bladdre,  ful  of  wind,  y-wis.  439 
For  with  a  nedles  poj'nt,  whan  it  Ls  blowe, 
May  al  the  boost  of  it  be  leyd  ful  lowe.' 

'  Ful  wrongfully  bigonne  thou,'  qnod  he, 
'  And  yet  in  wiong  is  thy  perseveraunce  ; 
Wostow  nat  how  our  mighty  princes  free 
Han   thus   comanded   and  maad   ordin- 

aunce,  445 

That  every  Cristen  wight  shal  han  pen- 

auuce 


But-if  that  he  his  Cristendom  withseye. 
And  goon  al  quit,  if  ho  wol  it  reneyo?' 

'  Your  princes  erren,  as  your  nolJey  dooth,' 
Quod    tho    Cecile,    'and    with    a    woo<l 
sentence  450 

Ye  make  us  gilty,  and  it  is  nafc  sooth  ; 
For  ye,  that  knowen  wel  our  innocence. 
For  as  muche  as  we  doon  a  reverence 
To  -Crist,  and  for  wo  here  a  Cristen  name, 
Ye  putte  on  us  a  crj-me,  and  eek  a  bhime. 

But  we  that  knowen  thilke  name  so    456 
For  vertnous,  we  may  it  nat  withseye.' 
Almache  answerde,  '  chees  oon  of  thise 

two. 
Do  sacrifyce,  or  Cristendom  reneye, 
TJiat   thoi\   mowe   now  escapen  by  that 

weye. '  460 

At  which  the  holy  blisful  fayre  mayde 
Gan  for  to  laughe,  and  to  the  juge  seyde, 

'  0  juge,  confus  in  thy  nyceteo, 
Woltow  that  I  renej-e  innocence,  464 

To  make  me  a  wikked  wight  ? '  quod  she  ; 
'  Lo  !  ho  dissiniuleth  here  in  audience, 
He  stareth  and  woodeth  in  his  advertence !' 
To  whom  Almaehius,  '  unsely  wrecche, 
Ne  woostow  nat  how  far  my  might  may 
strecche  ? 

Han   noght   our   mighty  princes  to  me 
yeven,  470 

Ye,  bothe  power  and  auctoritee 
To  maken  folk  to  dyen  or  to  liven  ? 
Why  spekestow  so  proudly  than  to  me  ?' 
'  I  spoke  noght  but  stedfastly,"  qnod  she, 
'  Nat  proudly,  for  I  seyo,  as  for  my  syde^ 
We  haten  deedly  thilke  vyce  of  pryde. 

And  if  thou  drede  nat  a  sooth  to  hero, 
Than  wol  I  shewe  al  openly,  by  right, 
That  thou  hast  maad  a  ful  gret  lesinghere, 
Thoii  sej'st,  thy  princes  han  thee  yeven 

might  480 

Bothe  for  to  sleen  and  for  to  qniken  a 

wight ; 
Thou,  that  ne  mayst  but  only  lyf  bireve. 
Thou  hast  non  other  power  ne  no  leve  I 

But   thou  mayst  seyn,  thy  princes  han 

theo  maked  484 

Ministre  of  deeth  ;  for  if  thou  speke  of  mo, 
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Thou  lycst,  for  tliy  power  is  ful  naked.' 
'  Do  wey  thy  boldnes,'  seyde  Almachiws 

tho, 
'  And  sacrifyce  to  onr  goddes,  er  thou  go ; 
I  recche  nat  what  wrong  that  thou  me 

profre, 
For  I  can  suffre  it  as  a  philosoj)hro  ;     490 

But  thilke  wronges  may  I  nat  endure 
That  thou  spekest  of  our  goddes  hefe,' 

quod  he. 
Cecilc  answerede,  '  0  nyce  creature, 
Tlion  seydest  no  word  sin  thou  spak  to  me 
That  I  ne  knew  therwith  thy  nycetee  ;  495 
And   that  thou   were,    in    every  manor 

wyse, 
A  lewed  officer  and  a  veyn  justyse. 

Ther  lakkcth  no-thing  to  thjni  litter  yen 
That  thou  nart  blind,  for  thing  that  we 

seen  alle  499 

That  it  is  stoon,  that  men  may  wel  espyen. 
That  ilke  stoon  a  god  thou  wolt  it  calle. 
I  rede  thee,  lat  thyn  liand  iipon  it  falle, 
And  taste  it  wel,  and  stoon  thou  shalt  it 

finde, 
Sin  that  thou  seest  nat  with  thjni  yen 

hlinde. 

It  is  a  shame  that  the  peple  shal  505 

So  scorne  thee,  and  laughe  at  thj'  folye  ; 
For  comunly  men  woot  it  wel  overal, 
That  mighty  god  is  in  his  hevenes  hye, 
And  thise  images,  wel  thou  mayst  espye. 
To   thee   ne   to   hem-self  mowe    nought 
profyte,  510 

For  in  eifect  they  been  nat  worth  a  myte.' 

« 

Thise  wordes  and  swiche  othere  seyde  she, 
And  he  weex  wroth,  and  bad  men  sholde 

hir  lede 
Horn  til  hir  hoiis,  '  and  in  hir  hous,'  quod 

lie, 
'  Brenne  hir  right  in  a  bath  of  flambes 

rede.'  515 

And  as  he  bad,  right  so  was  doon  in  dcde ; 
For  in  a  bath  the.y  gonne  hirfaste  shetten. 
And  night  and  day  greet  fyr  they  under 

betten. 


The  longe  night  and  eck  a  day  also. 
For  al  the  fyr  and  eek  the  bathes  hete, 
She  sat  al  cold,  and  felede  no  wo,  521 

It  made  hir  nat  a  drope  for  to  swete. 
But  in  that  bath  hir  Ij-fshe  moste  lete  ; 
For  he,  Almaehins,  with  ful  wikke  entente 
To  sleen  hir  in  tho  bath  his  sonde  sente. 

Three  strokes  in  the  nekke  he  smoot  hir 

tho,  526 

The  tormentour.  but  for  no  maner  chaunce 
He   mighte    noght  smj'te   al   hir   nekke  . 

a-two  ; 
And  for  ther  was  that  tyme  an  ordin- 

aunce, 
That  no   man    sholde   doon   man   swich 

penaunce  5,^0 

The  ferthe  strook  to  smyten,  softe  or  sore, 
This  tormentour  ne  dorste  do  na-more. 

But  half-deed,  with  hir  nekko  y-corvon 

there, 
He  lefte  hir  lye,  and  on  his  wey  is  went. 
The  Cristen  folk,  which  that  aboute  hir 

were,  535 

With  shetes  ban  the  blood  ful  faire  y-hent. 
Three  dayes  lived  she  in  this  torment. 
And  never  cessed  liem  the  feith  to  tccho  ; 
That  she  hadde  fostred,  hem  she  gan  to 

preche ; 

And  hem  she  j'af  hir  moebles  and  hir 
thing,  540 

And  to  the  pope  Urban  bitook  hem  tho, 
And  seyde,  '  I  axed  tJiis  at  hcvene  king. 
To  han  respyt  three  dayes  and  na-mo, 
To  recomende  to  j'ow,  cr  that  I  go, 
Thise  soiilcs,   lo  !    and  that  I  mighte  do 
■wei'che  545 

Here  of  myn  hous  perpetucUy  a  cherche.' 

Soint  Urban,  with  his  deknes,  prively 
Tlie  body  fette,  and  buried  it  })y  nighto 
Among  his  othere  seintes  honestlj'. 
Hir  hous  the   chirche    of   seint  Cecilie 
highte ;  .^^50 

Seint  Urban  halwed  it,  as  he  wel  mighte ; 
In  which,  into  this  day,  in  noble  wj-se, 
Men  doon  to  Crist  and  to  his  seint  .ger\'ys& 


Here  is  ended  the  Seconde  Nonnes  Tale. 
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Whan  ended  whs  the  lyf  of  seint  Cecyle, 
Er  we  had  riden  fully  fy^re  myle,  555 

At  Boghton  under  Blee  lis  gan  atake 
A  man,  that  clothed  was  in  clothes  blake, 
And  undernethe  he  ha<.ldc  a  wliyt  suiplys. 
His  hakeney,  that  was  al'pomoly  giys, 
So  swatte,  that  it  wonder  was  to  see  ;  560 
It  semed  ho  had  piikod  myles  three. 
The  hors  eek  tliat  his  yenian  rood  upon 
.So  swatte,  that  unnetho  mi<jhtc  it  gon.  (10) 
Abonte  the  pej-trel  stood  the  f<x)m  ful  hye, 
He  was  of  fome  al  flekked  as  a  pye.       565 
A  male  tweyfold  on  his  croper  lay. 
It  semed  that  he  caried  lyte  array. 
Al  light  for  somer  rood  this  worthy  man. 
And  in  mj-n  herte  wondren  I  bigan 
What  that  he  was,  til  that  I  imderstood 
How   that   his   cloke   was   sowed   to  his 

hood ;  571 

For  which,  when  I  had  longe  avysed  me, 
I  demed  him  som  chauon  for  to  be.  (20) 
His  hat  heng  at  his  bak  doun  by  a  laas, 
For  he  had  riden  more  than  trot  or  paas; 
He  had  ay  jiriked  lyk  as  he  were  wood. 
A  clote-leef  he  hadde  Tinder  his  hood  ^y^ 
For  swoot,  and  for  to  kepe  his  heed  from 

hete. 
Bnt  it  was  joye  for  to  seen  him  swete  ! 
His  forheed  dropped  as  a  stillatorie,      580 
Were  fnl  of  plantain  and  of  paritorie. 
And  whan  that  he  was  come,  he  gan  to 

0176, 
'  God  save,'  quod  he,  '  this  joly  companye! 
Faste  have  I  priked,"  <iuod  he,  '  for  your 

sake,  .  (31) 

By-cause  that  I  wolde  yow  atake,  585 

To  rydeu  in  this  mery  companye.' 
His  yeman  eek  was  ful  of  curteisye. 
And  seyde,  '  sires,  now  in  the  niorwe-tyde 
Out  of  your  hostelrye  I  saugh  you  ryde, 


And    warned    heer    mj'    lord    and     my 

soverayn,  590 

Which  that  to  ryden  with  yow  is  fnl  fayn, 
For  his  desjiort ;  he  loveth  daliaunce.' 
'  Freend,  for  thy  warning  god  yeve  thee 

good  chaunce,'  ^40) 

Than  seyde  our  host,  '  for  cert^s,  it  wolde 

seme 
Tliy  lord  were  wj-s,   and  so   I  may  wel 

deme  ;  595 

He  is  ful  jocund  also,  dar  I  leye. 
Can  he  oght  telle  a  mery  tale  or  tweye. 
With  which  he  glade  may  this  companye  ? ' 
'  Who,  sire  ?  my  lord  ?  ye.  ye.  withouten 

lye. 

He  can  of  mnrthe,  and  eek  of  jolitee     600 
Xat  but  jniough  ;  also  sir,  tnisteth  me, 
And  ye  him  knewe  as  wel  as  do  I, 
Ye  wolde  wondre  how  wel  and  craftily  (50) 
He  coude  werke,  and  that  in  sondry  wyse. 
He    hath    take    on    him    many   a   greet 

eijipryse,  605 

Which   were   ful  hard   for  any  that   is 

here 
To  bringe  aboute,  but  they  of  him  it  lere. 
As  homely  as  he  rit  amonges  yow, 
If  ye  him  knewe,   it  wolde  be  for  yonr 

prow ;  609 

Ye  wolde  nat  forgoon  his  aqneyntauncc 
For  niochel  good,  I  dar  leye  in  balaunce 
Al  that  I  have  in  my  possessioun. 
He  is  a  man  of  heigh  discrecioun,         (60) 
I  warne  you  wel,  ho  is  a  pjussing  man.' 
'  Wel,'  quod  our  host,  '  I  pray  thee,  tel 

me  than,  615 

Is  he  a  clerk,  or  noon  ?  tel  what  he  is.' 

'Nay,. he  is  gretter  than  a  clerk,  y-wis,' 
Seyde  this  yeman,  '  and  in  wordes  fewe. 
Host,  of  his  craft  som-what  I  wol  yow 

shewe,  619 
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I  seyo,  my  lord  cau  swicli  sulitilitoe — 
(But  al  liis  craft  ye  may  nat  wite  at  me  ; 
And  som-what  liolpe  T  yet  to  liis  werkiug) — 
That  al  this  ground  on  which  we  heen 

ryding,  (70) 

Til  that  we  come  to  Caunterbury  toun, 
He  coude  al  clene  turne  it  up-so-doun,    625 
And  pave  it  al  of  silver  and  of  gold.' 

And  whan  this  yeman  hadde  thus  y-told 
I'lito  iiur  host,  he  seyde,  '  bcn'cile  ! 
This  thing  is  wonder  merveillous  to  me, 
Sin  that  thy  lord  is  of  so  heigh  prudence, 
JBj--causo  of  which  men  sholde  him  rever- 
ence, 631 
Tliat  of  his  worship  rekketh  he  so  lyte  ; 
His  oversloppe  nis  nat  worth  a  myte,  {80) 
As  in  effect,  to  him,  so  mote  I  go  ! 
It  is  al  bandy  and  to-tore  also.                635 
Why  is  thy  lord  so  sluttish,  I  thee  preye, 
And  is  of  jiower  better  cloth  to  beye, 
If  that  his  dede  accorde  with  thy  speche? 
Telle  me  tliat,  and  that  I  thee  biseche.' 
'  Why  ? '  quod  this  yeman,  '  wherto  axe 

ye  me  ?  640 

God  help  me  so,  for  he  shal  never  thee  ! 
(But  I  wol  nat  avowe  that  I  seye, 
And  therfor  kepe  it  secree,  I  yow  preye). 
He  is  to  wys,  in  feith,  as  I  bileve  ;         (91) 
That  that  is  overdoon,  it  wol  nat  preve  645 
Aright,  as  clerkes  seyn,  it  is  a  vyce. 
Wherfor  in  that  I  holde  him  lewed  and 

n.vce. 
For  whan  .1  man  hath  over-greet  a  wit, 
Ful  olt  him  happeth.  to  misusen  it ; 
So  dooth  my  lord,  and  that  me  greveth 

sore.  650 

God  it  anaende,  I  can  sey  yow  na-more.' 
'  Ther-of  no  fors,  good  yeman,'  quod  our 

host; 
'  Sin    of  the   conning   of  thy  lord  tliovi 

wost,  (100) 

Tel  how  he  dooth,  I  pray  thee  hertely, 
.Sin  that  he  is  so  crafty  and  so  sly.         655 
AN'hor  dwellen  ye,  if  it  to  telle  be  ? ' 

'  In  the  suburbes  of  a  tonn,'  quod  he, 
'  Lixrkinge  in  hemes  and  in  lanes  blindo, 
Wher-as  thise  roVjbovirs  and  thise  thevcs 

by  kinde 
Holden  hir  jirivee  fereful  residence,     660 
As  they  that  dar  nat  shewen  hir  presence  ; 
So  faren  we,  if  I  shal  seye  the  sothe.' 


•  Now,'  quod  our  host,  'yit  lat  me  talke 

to  the  ;  (no) 

Wliy  artow  so  discoloured  of  thy  face  ?  ' 
'  Peter  ! '  qiiod  he,  '  god  yevo  it  harde 

grace,  665 

I  am  so  used  in  the  iyr  to  blowe, 
That  it  hath  chaunged  my  colour,  I  trowe. 
I  am  nat  wont  in  no  mirour  to  prye, 
But  s>N'inke  sore  and  Icrno  multiplye. 
We  blondren  ever  and  poiii-en  in  the  fyr, 
And  for  al  that  we  faylc  of  oiir  desyr,     671 
For  ever  we  lakken  our  conclusioun. 
To  mochol  folk  we  doon  illusionn,       (120) 
And  borwe  gold,  be  it  a  pound  or  two, 
Or  ten,  or  twelve,  or  many  sommes  mo,  675 
And  make  hem  wenen,  at  the  leeste  weye, 
That  of  a  pound  we  coude  make  tweye  ! 
Yet  is  it  fals,  but  ay  we  ban  good  hope 
It  for  to  doon,  and  after  it  we  grope. 
But  that  science  is  so  fer  ns  biforn,       680 
We  mowon  nat,  al-though  we  hadde  it 

Bwom, 
It  overtake,  it  slit  awey  so  faste  ; 
It  wol  us  maken  beggers  atte  laste.'    (130) 
W'hyl    this    yeman   was    thus    in    his 

talking. 
This  chanoun  drough  him  neer,  and  herde 

al  thing  685 

Which  this  yeman  spak,  for  suspecioun 
Of  mennos  speche  ever  hadde  this  cha- 
noun. 
For  Catoun  seith,  that  he  that  guilty  is 
Demeth  al  thing  be  spoke  of  him,  y-wig. 
That  was  the  cause  he  gan  so  ny  him  drawe 
To  his  yeman,  to  herknen  al  his  sawe.  691 
And  thus  he  seyde  un-to  his  yeman  tho, 
'  Hold  tliou  thy  pecs,  and  spek  no  wordes 

mo,  (140) 

For  if  ihow  do,  thou  shalt  it  dere  abyc  ; 
Thoii  sclaundrest  me  heer  in. this  com- 

panye,  695 

And  eek  discoverest  that  thou  sholdest 

hyde.' 
'  Ye,'  quod  our  host,  '  telle  on,  what  so 

bityde ; 
Of  al  his  threting  rekke  nat  a  myte  I ' 
'  In  fcith,'  quod  ho,  '  namore  I  do  but  lyte.' 
And  whan  this  chanon  saugh  it  woldc 

nat  bo,  700 

But  his  yeman  woldo  telle  his  privetee, 
He  fledde  awey  for  verray  sorwe  and  shame. 
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'  A  ! '  quod  the  yeman,  '  lieer  slial  aryse 
game,  (,5„; 

Al  that  I  cuu  luiou  now  wol  I  telle.  7114 
Sin  ho  is  goon,  the  loiile  feouil  him  quelle  ! 
Fqf  never  her-after  wol  I  with  him  mete 
For  peny  ue  lor  j>oun<l,  I  yow  bihete  ! 
He  that  me  broghte  iirst  unto  that  game, 
El-  that  he  tlye,  sorwe  liave  he  and  shame  ! 
Fur  it  is  emest  to  me,  l>y  my  feith  ;  710 
That  fele  I  wel,  what  so  any  man  seith. 


And  yet,  ibr  ul  my  smerte   and  al  my 

griet, 
For  al  my  sorwe,  labour,  and  meschief, 
I  coude  never  leve  it  in  no  wjse.        (161) 
Now  wolde  god  my  wit  mighte  suffyso  715 
To  tellen  al  that  lougetli  t..  that  art  '. 
But  uatheles  yow  wol  I  tellen  part  ; 
Sin  that  my  lord  is  gon,  I  wol  nat  spare ; 
Swich  thing  as  that  I  kuowe,  I  wol  de- 

7'9 


clare." — 
Here  endeth  the  Prologe  of  the  Chanouns  Yemannes  Tale 


THE    CHANOUNS   YEMANNES    TALE. 

Here  biginneth  the  Chanouns  Yeman  his  Tale. 


[Pi'iiiuz  Pars.] 

WiTu  this  chanoun  I  dwelt  have  seven 
yeer,  -jo 

And  of  his  science  am  I  never  the  near. 
Al  that  I  hadde,  I  have  y-lost  ther-by ; 
And  god  wot,  so  hath  many  mo  than  I.  (170) 
Ther  I  was  wont  to  be  right  fresh  and  gaj- 
Of  clothing  and  of  other  good  arraj-,  7->5 
Now  may  I  were  an  hose  upon  tuyn  heed  : 
And  wher  my  coloiu-  was  bothe  fresh  and 

reed. 
Now  is  it  wan  and  of  a  leden  hewe  ; 
Who-so  it  useth,  sore  shal  he  rewe. 
And  of  my  swink  yet  blercd  is  mya  yt',  730 
Lo  !  whiclT  avautage  is  to  multiplye  ! 
That  slydingscience  hath  me  maad  so  bare, 
That  I  have  no  good,  wher  that  ever  I  fare ; 
And  yet  I  am  endetted  so  ther-by        (i8i) 
Of  gold  that  I  have  borwed,  trewely,     735 
That  whyl  I  live,  I  shul  it  quyte  never. 
Lat  every  man  be  war  by  mo  for  ever  ! 
What  manor  man  that  casteth  him  ther-to. 
If  ho  continue,  I  holde  his  thrilt  j--do. 
Sohelpe  me  god,  ther-by  shal  he  nat  winne, 
But  empto  his  purs,  and  make  his  wittes 
thinne.  (i88'i  741 

And  whan  he,thurgh  his  madnes  and  folye , 


Hath  lost  his  oweno  good  thurgh  jupartye, 
Tlianne  he  excyteth  other  folk  ther-to,' 
To  leso  hir  good  as  he  him-self  hath  do.  745 
For  nnto  shrewes  joye  it  is  and  cse 
To  have  hir  felawcs  in  poyne  and  disese  ; 
Thus  was  I  ones  lerued  of  a  clerk. 
Of  that  no  charge,  I  wol  spoke  of  our  werk. 
Whan  wc  been  ther  as  -we  shul  exercyse 
Our  elvish  craft,  we  somen  wonder  ■wyse, 
Oui.-    termes    been    so    clergial    and    so 
queynte.  (199)  75.. 

I  blowe  the  fyr  til  that  myn  herte  feynte. 

'^^^lat  sholde  I  tellen  ech  proporciouu 
Of  thinges  whiche  that  we  worche  upon, 
As  on  ty\c  or  sixe  ounces,  may  wel  be,  756 
Of  silver  or  som  other  quantitee, 
And  bisie  me  to  telle  y<>w  the  names 
Of  orpuneut,  brent  Ixtnes,  yrea  squames, 
That  iutopoudre  grounden  been  ful  smal? 
And  in  an  erthen  potto  how  imt  is  al,  761 
And  salt  y-put  in,  and  also  papoer,     (209) 
Biforn  thise  poudros  that  I  speke  of  heer, 
And  wel  y-covered  with  a  lampo  of  glas, 
And  mochel  other  thing  which  that  ther 
was  ?  765 

And  of  the  pot  and  glasses  enluting. 
Thatof  the  eyre  mighte  passe  out  no-thing? 
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And  of  the  esy  lyi*  and  smart  also, 
Which  that  was  maad,  and  of  the  care 
and  wo  7^9 

Tliat  we  haddc  in  our  matires  siiblymiug, 
And  in  amalg-aming  and  calcening 
Of  quik-silver,  y-clept  Mercnrie  crude  ? 
For  alle  our  sleightes  we  can  nat  con- 
chide.  (220) 
Our  orpiment  and  sublymed  Mercurie, 
Our  grounden  litarge  eek  on  the  porphurie, 
Of  ech  of  thise  of  ounces  a  certeyn        776 
Nought  helpeth  ns,  our  labour  is  in  veyn. 
Ne  eek  oiir  spirites  ascencioun, 
Xe  our  materes  that  lyen  al  fixe  adoun, 
Mowe  in  our  werking  no-thing  us  avayle. 
For  lost  is  al  our  labour  and  travayle,     781 
And  al  the  cost,  a  twenty  devel  weye, 
Is  lost  also,  which  we  upon  it  leye.      (230) 

Ther  is  also  ful  many  another  thing 
That  is  unto  our  craft  apertening  ;         785 
Though  I  by  ordre  hem  nat  reherce  can, 
By-cause  that  I  am  a  lewed  man, 
Yet  wol  I  telle  hem  as  they  come  to  minde, 
Though  I  ne  can  nat  sette  hem  in  hir 

kinde  ; 
As  bole  armoniak,  verdegrees,  boras,    790 
And  sondry  vessels  maad  of  erthe  and  glas. 
Our  urinales  and  our  descensories, 
Yioles,  croslets,  and  sublymatories,     (240) 
Cucurbites,  and  alembykes  eek, 
And  othere  swiche,  dere  y-nough  a  leek. 
Nat  ncdeth  it  for  to  reherce  hem  alle,     796 
Watres  rubifying  and  boles  galle, 
Arsenik,  sal  armoniak,  and  brimstoon  ; 
And  herbes  coude  I  telle  eek  many  oon, 
"As  egremoine,  valerian,  and  lunarie,    800 
And  othere  swiche,  if  that  me  listc  tarie. 
Our  lampesbrenning  bothe  night  and  daj% 
To  bringe  aboute  our  craft,   if  that  we 

may.  (250) 

Our  fourneys  eek  of  calcinacioun. 
And  of  watres  albificacioun,  805 

Unslekked  lym,  chalk,  and  gleyre  of  an  ey, 
Poudrcs  diverse,  asshes,  dong,  xiissc,  and 

cley, 
Cored  pokets,  sal  peter,  vitriole  ; 
And  divers  fj^res  maad  of  wode  and  cole  ; 
Sal  tartre,  alkaly,  and  sal  preparat,      810 
And  combust  materes  and  coagulat, 
Cley  maad  with  hors  or  manncs  heer,  and 

oile 


Of  tartre,  alum,  glas,  bemi,   wort,  and 
argoile,  (atio) 

Eesalgar,  and  oiir  materes  enbibing  ; 
And  eek  of  our  materes  encorporing,     815 
And  of  our  silver  citrinacioun, 
Our  cementing  and  fermcntacioun, 
Our  ingottes,  testes,  and  many  mo. 

I  wol  yow  telle,  as  was  me  taught  also, 
The  foure  spirites  and  the  bodies  sevcne, 
By  ordre,  as  oftc  I  lierde  my  lord  hem 
nevene.  821 

The  firste  spirit  quik-silver  called  is,  (269) 
Tlio  second  orpiment,  the  thridde,  y-wis, 
Sal  armoniak,  and  the  ferthe  brimstoon. 
Thebodies  sevene  eek,  lo !  hemheeranoon  : 
Sol  gold  is,  and  Luna  silver  we  threpe,  826 
Mars  yren,  Mercurie  quik-silver  we  clepe, 
Saturnus  leed,  and  Jupiter  is  tin. 
And  Venus  coper,  by  my  fader  kin  !      S29 

This  cursed  craft  who-so  wol  exercyse, 
He  shal  no  good  han  that  him  may  suffyse ; 
For  al  the  good  he  spendeth  ther-aboute, 
He  lese  shal,  ther-of  have  I  no  doute.  (280) 
Who-so  that  listeth  outen  his  folye,      834 
Lat  him  come  forth,  and  lerne  multiplye  ; 
And  every  man  that  oght  hath  in  his  eofre, 
Lat  him  appere,  and  wexe  a  philosofre. 
Ascaunce  that  craft  is  so  light  to  lere  ? 
Nay,  nay,  god  woot,  al  be  he  monk  or 

frere, 
Freest  or  chanoun,  or  any  other  wight,  840 
Though  he  sitte  at  his  book  bothe  day  and 

night, 
In  lernyng  of  this  elvish  nyce  lore, 
Al  is  in  veyn,  and  p3,rde,  mochel  more  ! 
To  lerne  a  lewed  man  this  subtiltee,  (291) 
Fy !  spek  nat  ther-of,  for  it  wol  nat  be';  845 
Al  conne  he  letterure,  or  conn»he  noon, 
As  in  effect,  he  shal  finde  it  al  oon. 
For  bothe  two,  by  my  savacioun, 
Concluden,  in  miiltiplicacioun, 
Y-lyke  wol,  whan  they  han  al  y-do  ;      850 
This  is  to  seyn,  they  faylcn  bothe  two. 

Yet  forgat  I  to  maken  rehersaille 
Of  watres  corosif  and  of  limaille,         (300) 
And  of  bodycs  mollificacioun,         • 
And  al.so  of  hir  indnracioun,  855 

Oiles,  ablucions,  and  metal  fusible, 
To  tellen  al  woldc  passen  any  bible 
That  o-wher  is ;  wherfor,  as  for  the  beste, 
Of  alle  thise  names  now  wol  I  me  reste. 


* 
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For,  as  I  trowe,  I  have  yow  told  y-nowe  S60 
To  reyse  a  feend,  al  loke  he  never  so  rowe. 
A  !  nay  !  lat  be  ;  the  pliilosophres  stoon, 
Elixir  clept,  we  sechon  faste  echoon  ;  fjio) 
For  hadde  we  him,  than  were  we  siker 

y-now. 
But,  unto  god  of  heven  I  make  avow,  865 
For  al  our  craft,  whan  we  han  al  y-do, 
And  al  our  sleighte,  he  wol  nut  come  us  to. 
He  hath  y-maad  us  spendeu  mochel  good. 
For  sorwe  of  %\hich  almost  we  wexen  wood, 
But  that  good  hope  crepeth  in  our  herte, 
Supposinge  ever,  though  we  sore  smerte, 
To  he  releved  by  him  aCterward  ;  S7J 

Swich  supposing  and  hope  is  sharp  and 

hartl ;  (320) 

I  warne  yow  wel,  it  is  to  seken  ever  ; 
That  futur  temps  hath  maad  men  to  dis- 
sever, 875 
In  trust  ther-of,  from  al  that  ever  they 

hadde. 
Yet  of  that  art  they  can  nat  wexen  sadde, 
For  unto  hem  it  is  a  bitter  swete  ; 
So  semcth  it ;  for  nadde  they  but  a  shetc 
Which  that  they  mighte  wrappe  hem  inne 

a-night,  880 

And  a  bak  to  walken  inne  by  day-light, 
They  wolde  hem  selle  and  spenden  on  this 

craft ;  (329) 

They  can  nat  stinte  til  no-thing  be  laft. 
And  evermore,  wher  that  ever  they  goon, 
Men  may  hem  knowe  by  smel  of  brim- 

stoou ;  885 

For  al  the  world,  they  stiuken  as  a  goot ; 
Her  savour  is  so  rammish  and  so  hoot. 
That,  though  a  man  from  hem  a  myle  be, 
The  savour  wol  infecte  him,  trusteth  me; 
Lo.  thus  by  smelling  and  threedbare  array, 
If  that  men  liste,  thisfolk  they  knowe  may. 
And  if  a  man  wol  aske  hem  prively,     8yj 
Why  t  hey  been  clothed  so  unthriftHy,  (340) 
They  right  anon  wol  rownen  in  his  ere, 
And  seyu,  that  if  that  they  espyed  were, 
Men  wolde  hem  slee,   by-cause    of  hir 

science ;  896 

Lo,  thus  this  folk  bitrayen  innocence  ! 
Passe  over  this  ;  I  go  my  tale  un-to. 
Er  than  the  pot  be  on  the  fyv  y-do, 
Of  metals  with  a  certein  quantitee,       qtyo 
My  lord  hem  tempreth,  and  no  man  but 

he— 


'Sow  lie  is  gof>n,  I  dar  sej-n  lK>ldely — 
For,  as  men  seyu,  ho  can  don  craftily  ;  (350) 
Algate  I  woot  wel  he  hath  swich  a  name, 
And  yet  ful  ofte  he  renneth  in  a  blame ;  905 
And  wito  ye  how  ?  ful  ofte  it  happeth  so, 
The  pot  to-breketh,  and  farewel !  al  is  go  ! 
Thise  metals  been  of  so  gi-oet  violence, 
Our  walles  mowe  nat  make  hem  resistance. 
But  if  they  weren  wroght  of  l>-m  andstorm  : 
They  percen  so,  and  thurgh  the  wal  they 

goon,  911 

And  somme    of   hem  sinken   in-to  the 

ground—  (359) 

Thus  han  wo  lost  by  tymes  many  a  pound — 
And  somme  are  scJiterod  al  the  floor  aboute, 
Somme  lepe  in-to  the  roof;    with-outen 

doute,  915 

Though  that  the  feend  noght  in  our  sight  e 

him  shewe, 
I  trowe  he  with  las  be,  that  ilke  shrewe '. 
In  hello  wher  that  he  is  lord  and  sire, 
Nis  ther  more  wo,  no  more  rancour  no  ire. 
Whan  that  our  pot  is  broke,  as  I  have 

sayd,  ■   9io 

Every  man  chit,  and  halt  him  yvel  apaj-d. 

Som   seyde,   it   was  long  on  the  fyr- 

making,  (369) 

Som  sej'de,  nay  !  it  was  on  the  blowing ; 
(Than  was  I  fered,  for  that  was  myn  office) ; 
'  Straw ! '  quod  the  thridde,  '  j-e  been  lowed 

and  nyce,  9^5 

It  was  nat  tempred  as  it  oghte  be.' 
•  Kay ! '  quod  the  ferthe, '  stint,  and  herline 

me  ; 
By-cause  our  fyr  ne  was  nat  maad  of  beech. 
That  is  the   cause,  and  other  noon,  so 

theech  ! ' 
I  can  nat  telle  wher-on  it  was  long,      930 
But  wel  I  wot  greet  strj-f  is  us  among. 
'  What  I'  quod  my  lord,  'ther  is  na-more 

to  done. 
Of  thise  perils  I  wol  be  war  eft-sone  ;  (380) 
I  am  right  siker  that  the  pot  was  erased. 
Be  as  be  may,  be  ye  no-thing  amased  ;  035 
As  usage  is,  lat  swepe  the  floor  as  s^vJthe, 
Plukke  up  your  hertes,  and  beth  gladde 

and  blythe.' 
The  muUok  on  an  hepe  y-sweped  was, 
And  on  the  floor  y-cast  a  canevas, 
And  al  this  mullok  in  a  sive  y-throwe,  940 
And  sifted,  and  y-piked  many  a  throwe. 
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'  Piu-ilee,'  qiiod  oon,  '  somwhat  of  our 

metal 
Yet  is  tlier lieer,  though  tliat -we hanuat  al. 
Al-though  this  thing  misliappcd  liave  as 

now,  1,^91) 

,\-uother  tyrnc  it  may  be  ■wel  y-now,      9+5 
Us  mosto  putte  our  good  in  aventure  ; 
A  marchant,  pardc  !  may  iiat  ay  endure 
Trusteth  me  'vvel,  in  his  prosperitee  ; 
Somtyme  his  good  is  drenched  in  the  see, 
And   somtym    conith   it   sauf  un-to   the 

londe.'  950 

'  Pees  ! '  qnod  my  lord,  '  the  next  tyme 

I  wol  fonde  (398) 

To  bringe  our  craft  al  in  another  plyte  : 
And  but  I  do,  sirs,  lat  me  han  the  wyte  ; 
Ther  was  defaute  in  som-what,  wel  I  woot.' 
Another  seyde,  the  fja*  was  over  hoot : — 
But,  be  it  hoot  or  cold,  I  dar  seye  this,  956 
That  we  concluden  evermore  amis. 
We  fayle  of  that  which  that  we  wulden 

have. 
And  in  our  madnesse  evermore  we  rave. 
And  whan  we  been  togidres  everichoon, 
Every  mau  semeth  a  Salomon.  961 

Bi\t  al  thing  which  that  shyneth  as  the 

gold  (4'jy) 

Nis  uat  gold,  as  that  I  have  herd  it  told  ; 
Ne  every  appel  that  is  fair  at  ye 
Ne  is  nat  good,  what-so  men  clappe  or 

crye.  965 

Eight  so,  lo  !  fareth  it  amonges  us  ; 
He  that  semeth  the  wysest,  by  Jesus  ! 
Is  most  fool,  whan  it  ci>meth  to  the  preef ; 
And  he  that  semeth  trewest  is  a  theef ; 
That  shul  ye  knowe,  er  that  I  fro  yow 

wende,  970 

By  that  I  of  my  tale  have  maad  an  ende. 

Explicit  prima  pars. 

Et  seqiiUur  pars  secunda, 

Ther  is  a  chanoim  of  rcligioun 
Amonges  us,  wolde  iufecto  al  a  toun,  (420) 
Though  it  as  greet  were  as  was  Ninivee, 
Jiome,  Alisaundre,Troye,  and  othere  three. 
His  sleightesand  his  infinit  falsnesse     976 
Ther  coude  no  man  wryton,  as  I  gesse, 
Thogh  that  he  mighte  liven  a  thousand 

yeer. 
In  al  this  world  of  falshede  nis  his  peer  ; 
For  in  his  termes  so  he  wolde  him  winde, 


And  speke  his  wordes  in  so  sly  a  kinde,  981 
Whan  he  commune  shal  with  any  wight, 
That  he  wol  make  him  doten  anon  riglit. 
But  it  a  feend  be,  as  him-selven  is.  (431) 
Ful  many  a  man  hath  he  bigjded  er  this. 
And  wol,  if  that  he  live  may  a  whyle  ;  986 
And  yet  men  ryde  and  goon  fvil  many  a 

myle 
Him  for  to  seke  and  have  his  aqueynt- 

auuce, 
Noght  knowinge  of  his  false  governaunce. 
And  if  yow  list  to  yeve  rae  audience,    990 
I  wol  it  tellen  heer  in  j'our  presence. 
But  worshipful  chanouns  religious, 
Ne  demeth  uat  that  I  sclaundre  your  hous, 
Al-though  my  tale  of  a  chanoun  be.    (44.1) 
Of  every  ordre  som  shrewe  is,  parde,     995 
And  god  forbede  that  al  a  companye 
Sholdo  rewe  a  siuguler  mannes  folyo. 
To  sclaundre  yow  is  no-thiugmyn  entente. 
But  to  correcten  that  is  mis  I  mente. 
This  tale  was  nat  only  told  for  yow,    1000 
But  eck  for  othere  mo  ;  ye  woot  wel  how 
That,  among  Cristes  apostelles  twelve, 
Ther  nas  no  traytour  but  Judas  him-selve. 
Than  why  sholde  al  the  remenant  have 

blame  (451) 

That  giltlees  were  ?  by  yow  I  seye  the  same. 
Save  only  this,  if  ye  wol  lierkne  me,    1006 
If  any  Judas  in  your  covent  be, 
Remeveth  him  hitjones,  I  yow  rede. 
If  shame  or  los  may  causen  any  drede.  1009 
And  both  no-tliing  disi)lescil,  lyow  preye, 
Bvit  in  tliis  cas  herkneth  what  I  shal  seye. 

In  London  was  a  preest,  an  annueleer, 
That  therin  dwello<l  hadde  many  a  yeer, 
Which  was  so  plesaiint  and  so  servisable 
Unto  the  wyf,  wher-as  he  was  at  table,  (462) 
That  she  wolde  sufFre  him  no-thing  for  to 
paye  1016 

For  bord  no  clothing,  wente  he  never  so 

gitj-e ; 
And  spending-silver  hadde  he  right  j'-now. 
Therof  no  fors  ;  I  wol  procede  as  now,  1019 
And  telle  forth  my  tale  of  the  chanoun. 
That  broglite  this  preest  to  confusioun. 

This  false  chanoun  cam  up-on  a  day 
Unto  this  preestes  chambre,  wher  he  laj% 
Biseching  him  to  lene  him  a  certeyn  (471) 
Of  gold,  and  he  wolde  quyte  it  him  agejTi, 
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'  Lcne  me  a  inaik,'  ijuod  he,  "  but  ilayes 

tlirco,  1026 

And  at  nij'  day  I  wol  it  quyten  thee. 
And  if  so  be  that  thou  me  findo  lials, 
Another  day  do  hango  me  by  the  hals  ! ' 
Tliis  preost  him  took  a  mark,  and  that 

as  swytbo,  1030 

And  this  chanoun  him  thanked  ofte  sythe, 
And  took  his  love,  and  wente  fortli  liis 

weye,  -  ^479) 

Audat  thothriddeihiybroghteliismoneye, 
And  to  the  preest  he  t<>ok  liis  gold  agajTi, 
Wherof  this  preest  was  wonder  glad  and 

fayn.  I'-'i^ 

'  Certos,'  qiiotl  he,  'no-thing  anoyeth  me 
To  lene  a  man  a  noble,  or  two  or  throe, 
Or  what  thing  were  in  my  possessioun, 
Whan  he  so  trewe  is  of  condicioun. 
That  in  no  wyse  he  breke  wol  his  day ;  1040 
To  swifh  a  man  I  can  never  seye  nay.' 
'  What  !'  quod  this  chanonn,  '  shokle  I 

be  vmtrewe  ?  (489) 

Nay,  that  were  thing  y-fallen  al  of-newe. 
Trouthe  is  a  thing  that  I  wol  ever  kepe 
Un-to  that  daj-  in  wIiIlIi  that  Ishal  crepe 
In- to  my  grave,  and  dies  god  forbede :  1046 
Bilcveth  this  as  siker  as  is  your  crede. 
God  thanke  I,  and  in  good  tyme  be  it  sayd, 
That  ther  was  never  man  yet  yvel  apayd 
For  gold  ne  silver  that  lie  to  me  lente,  1050 
Ne  never  falshede  in  myn  herte  I  mente. 
And  sir,'  quod  he,  '  now  of  my  privetee, 
Sin  ye  so  gootllich  han  been  un-to  me,  (500) 
And  ky thed  to  me  so  greet  gentillesse,  1054 
Somwhat  to  quj^o  with  your  kindenessc, 
I  wol  yow  shewe,  and,  if  yow  list  to  lere, 
I  wol  yow  teche  pleynly  the  manere, 
How  I  can  wcrkcn  in  philosophye. 
Taketh  good  lieed,  ye  shul  wel  seen  at  y6, 
That  I  wol  doon  a  maistrie  er  I  go.'     1060 
'  Ye,'  quod  the  preest,  '  ye,  sir,  and  wol 

ye  so  ? 
Mario  !  ther-of  I  pray  yow  hertely ! '  (509) 

'At  your  comandement,  sir,  tiTwcly,' 
Qu<nl  the  chanoun, '  and  eUes  god  forbode  ! ' 
Lo,  how  this  theef  coude  his  servyse 

bede !  1065 

Ful  sooth  it  is,  that  swich  profred  servyse 
Stinketh,  as  witnessen  tliLse  olde  wyse  ; 
And  that  ful  soue  I  wol  it  verifye 
In  this  chanoun,  rote  of  al  trecherye,  1069 


That  ever-more delyt  hatli  and  gladnr^so — 
Swich  feendly  thoughtea  in  his  herte  im- 

presse — 
How  Cristcs  peplo   he  may  to  meschief 

bringe  ;  ^519) 

God  kcpe  us  from  bis  fals  dissimnlinge  ! 
Noght  wiste  this  preest  with  whom  that 

he  delte, 
Ne  of  his  harm  cominge  he  no-thing  ti-lte. 
O  sely  preost  !  O  sely  innocent !  1076 

With  coveityse  anon  tliou  shalt  be  blent ! 
O  gracclees,  ful  blind  is  thy  conceit. 
No-thing  ne  artow  war  of  the  deceit 
Whic-htlmt  this  fox y-shapen hath tothce! 
His  ^^'yl.V  wrenches  thou  ne  mayst  nat  flee. 
Wherfor,  to  go  to  tlie  conclusioun       io8j 
That  refcreth  to  thy  confusioun,         1530; 
Unhappy  man  !  anon  I  wol  me  hye 
To  t«llcn  thyn  unwit  and  thy  folye,     1085 
And   eok    the    falsnesse    of    that    other 

wreccbe, 
As  ferforth   as   that   my    conning   may 

strecche. 
This  chanoun  was  my  lord,  ye  wolden 

wene  ? 
Sir  host,  in  feith,  and  by  the  hevenes 

queue, 
It  was  another  chanoun,  and  nat  lie,  1090 
That  can  an  hundred  fold  more  snbtiltee! 
He  bath  bitrayed  folkes  many  tyme  : 
Of  his  falshede  it  dulleth  me  to  i-ynie.  (540) 
Ever  whan  that  I  speke  of  his  fal8he<le. 
For  shame  of  him  my  chekes  wexen  rede ; 
Algates,  they  biginnen  for  to  glowe.    1096 
For  reednesse  have  I  noon,  right  wel  I 

knowe, 
In  my  \-isage  :  for  fumes  d\-verse 
Of  metals,  which  ye  han  herd  me  reherce, 
Consumed  and  wastod  han  my  reednesse. 
Now  t;\k  heed  of  this   chauouns  cursed- 

nesse !  i  loi 

'Sii','  quod  he  to  the  preest,  'lat  your 

man  gon  (549) 

For  quik-silver,  that  we  it  hadde  anon  ; 
And  lat  him  bringon  ounces  two  or  three  ; 
And  whan  ho  comth,  as  i'aste  shul  ye  see 
A  wonder  thing,  which  yc  saugh  never  er 

tliis.'  "      1106 

'  Sir,'  quod  the  preest,  '  it  shal  be  doon, 

y-wis.' 
He  bad  his  servant  fecchen  him  this  thing, 
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Aiiil  he  al  redy  was  at  his  bidding, 

And  wento  him   forth,   and  cam  anon 

agayu  i  ■  10 

With  this  quik-silver,  soothly  for  to  sayn, 
And  took  thiso  ounces  three  to  the  cha- 

noiin ;  (559) 

And  he  hem  leyde  fayre  and  wel  adoun, 
And  bad  tlie  servant  coles  for  to  bringe, 
That  he  anon  mighte  go  to  his  werkinge. 
The  coles  right  anon  weren  y-fet,     11 16 
And  this  chanoun  took  out  a  crosselet 
Of  his  bosom,  and  shewed  it  the  preest. 
'This  instrument,'  quod  he,  'which  that 

thou  seest, 
Tak  in  thyn  hand,  and  put  thy-self  ther- 

inne  "2" 

Of  this  quik-silver  an  ounce,  and  heer  bi- 

ginno, 
In  the  name  of  Crist,  to  wexe  a  philosofre. 
Ther  been  ful  fewe,  whiche  that  I  wolde 

profre  (57o) 

To  shewen  hem  thus  muche  of  my  science. 
For  ye  shul  seen  heer,  by  experience,  1125 
That  this  quik-silver  wol  I  mortifye 
Eight  in  j'our  sighte  anon,  withouten  lye, 
And  make  it  as  good  silver  and  as  fyn 
As  ther  is  anj'  in  your  purs  or  myn, 
Or  elleswher,  and  make  it  malliable  :  1130 
And  elles,  holdeth  me  fals  and  vmable 
Amonges  folk  for  ever  to  appere  !        (579) 
I  have  a  poudre  heer,  that  coste  me  dere, 
Shal  make  al  good,  for  it  is  cause  of  al 
My  conning,  which  that  I  yow  shewen 

shaL  1 135 

Voydeth  your  man,  and  lat  him  be  ther- 

oute, 
An<l  shet  the  dore,  whyls  we  been  aboute 
Our  privetee,  that  no  man  us  espye 
Wliyls  that  we  werke  in  this  philosophye.' 
Al  as  he  bad,  fulfilled  was  in  dede,      1140 
This  ilke  servant  anon-right  out  yede, 
And  his  maister  shotte  the  dore  anon, 
And  to  hir  laboiir  speedily  they  gon.  (^59'.) 
This  preest,  at  this   cursed   chanouns 
bidding, 
Up-on  the  fyr  anon  sette  this  thing,    1145 
And  blew  the  fyr,  and  bisied  him  ful  faste ; 
And  this  chanoun  iii-to  the  croslet  caste 
A  poudre,  noot  I  wher-of  that  it  was 
Y-maad,  other  of  chalk,  other  of  glas, 
Or  som-what  elles,  was  nat  worth  a  flye 


To  blynde  with  the  preest ;  and  bad  hini 

hye  1151 

The  coles  for  to  couchen  al  above        (599) 

The   croslet ;     '  for,   in    tokening   I   tliee 

lo%'e,' 
Quod  tliis  chanoun,  '  thyn  owene  hondes 

two 
Shul  werche  al  thing  which  that  shal  heer 
be  do.'  1155 

'  Graunt  mercy,'  quod  the  preest,  and 
was  lul  glad , 
And  couched  coles  as  the  chanoun  bad. 
And   whj'le    he    bisy  was,  this  feendly 

wrecche, 
This  fals  chanoun,  the  foule  feend  him 

fecche  ! 
Out  of  his  bosom  took  a  bechen  cole,  1 160 
In  which  ful  subtilly  was  maad  an  hole. 
And  ther-in  put  was  of  silver  lymaiUe 
An  ounce,  and  stopped  was,  with-outen 
fayle,  ,  (610) 

The  hole  with  wax,  to  kepe  the  lymail  in. 
And  undeistondeth,  that  this  false  gin 
Was  nat   maad   ther,  but   it  was   maad 
bifore ;  "66 

And  othere  thinges  I  shal  telle  more 
Herafterward,  which  that  he  with    him 

broghte ; 
Er  he  cam  ther,  him  to  bigyle  he  thoghte, 
And   so   he    dide,    er   that   they   wente 
a-twinne ;  1170 

Til  he  had  terved  him,  coude  he  not  blinne. 
It  duUeth  me  whan  that  I  of  him  spoke. 
On  his  falshede  fayn  wolde  I  me  wreke. 
If  I  wiste  how  ;  but  he  is  heer  and  ther  : 
He  is  so  variaunt,  he  abit  no-wher.      11 75 
Bat  taketh  heed  now,  sirs,  for  goddes 
love !  (623) 

He  took  his  cole  of  which  I  spak  above. 
And  in  his  hond  he  baar  it  prively. 
And  whyls  the  preest  couchede  busily 
Tlie  coles,  as  J  tolde  yow  cr  this,  1 180 

This  chanoun  seydc, '  freend,  ye  doon  amis ; 
This  is  nat  couched  as  it  oghte  be  ; 
But  sone  I  shal  amenden  it,' quod  he.  (630) 
'  Now  lat  me  medle  therwith  but  a  whyle, 
For  of  yow  have  I  pitce,  by  seint  Gyle !  1 185 
Ye  been  right  hoot,  I  see  wel  how  ye  swete. 
Have  heer  a  cloth,  and  wj'pe  awey  the 

wete.' 
And  whyles  that  the  preest  wyped  his  face, 
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This  chanoun  tix>k  his   cole  with   harilo 

grace,  iiSy 

And  leyde  it  above,  up-on  the  miihleward 
Of  the  croslet,  and  blew  wel  afterward, 
Til  that  the  coles  gouno  faste  brenne, 
'Now  yeve  lis  drinke,'  quod  the  chanonn 

thenne,  1640) 

'As  S'svj-tho  al  shal  be  wel,  I  undertake  ; 
Sitte  we  doun,  and  lat  us  mery  make.'  1 1<)5 
And  whan  that  this  chanounes  becheu 

cole 
Was  brent,  al  the  lymaille,"  out  of  the  hole. 
Into  the  croslet  fil  anon  adoun  ; 
And  so  it  moste  nedes,  by  resoun. 
Sin  it  so  even  aboven  couched  was ;     1200 
Butther-of  wiste  the  preest  n<>-thiug,  alas! 
He  demed  alle  the  coles  y-lichc  good. 
For  of  the  sleighte  he   no-thing  under- 
stood. (650) 
And  whan  this  alkamistre  saugh  his  tyme, 
'  Kys  up,'  quod  he, '  sir  preest,  and  stondeth 

by  me  ;  1205 

And  for  I  woot  wel  ingot  have  ye  noon, 
Goth,  walketh  forth,  and  bring  us  a  chalk- 

stoon  ; 
For  I  wol  make  oon  of  the  same  shap 
That  is  an  ingot,  if  I  may  hau  hap. 
And  biingeth  eck  with  yow  a  bolle  or 

a  panne,  1210 

Ful  ot  water,  and  j-e  shul  see  wel  thanne 
How  that  our  bisinesse  shal  thryve  and 

preve. 
And  yet,  for  ye  shul  han  no  misbileve  (660) 
Ne  wrong  conceit  of  me  in  your  absence, 
I  ne  wol  nat  been  out  of  3'our  presence,  1215 
But  go  with  yow,   and   come  with  yow 

ageyn.' 
The  chambre-dore,  shortly  for  to  seyn. 
They  opened  and  shette,  and  wente  hir 

weye. 
And  forth  with  hem  they  carieden  the 

keye,  1219 

And  come  agayn  with-outen  any  delay. 
What  sholde  I  tarieu  al  the  louge  day  ? 
He  took  the  chalk,  and  shoop  it  in  the 

wyse 
Of  an  ingot,  as  I  shal  yow  devyse.       (6;x)) 

I  seye,  he  took  out  of  his  owene  sieve 
A  toyne  of  silver  lyvele  mote  he  cheve  !) 
Which  that  ne  was  nat  but  an  ounce  of 

weighte ;  1226 


And    takcth    lioed    now    of    his    cursed 

sleighte  ! 
He  shoop  his  ingot,  in  lengthe  and  eek 

in  brcde, 
Of  this  tcyne,  with-outen  anj*  drede, 
So  slyly,  that  the  pn^est  it  nat  osjiy<le  :  12.^0 
And  in  liis  sieve  agiij-n  he  gan  it  hyde  ; 
And  fro  the  fyr  he  toolc  up  his  matere. 
And  in  th'ingot  patte  it  with  mery  chere, 
And  in  the  water-vessel  he  it  cast-e     (O81; 
Whan  that  him  luste,  and  bad  the  preest 

as  faste,  1235 

'  Look  what  ther  is,  put  in  thyn  hand  and 

grope, 
Thow  finde  shalt  ther  silver,  as  I  hope  ; 
What,  dcvel  of  belle  I  sholde  it  elles  be  ? 
Shavmg  of  silver  silver  is,  pardee  ! ' 
He  putte  his  hond  in,  and  took  up  a  teyne 
Of  silver  fj-n,  and  glad  in  every  veync  1241 
Was  this  preest,  whan  ho  saugh  that  it 

was  so. 
'  Goddcs  blessing,  and  his  modres  also,  (690) 
And  alle  halwes  have  ye,  sir  chanoon,' 
Seyde  this  preest,  'and  I  hir  malisoun,  1245 
Bnt,.and  ye  vouche-sauf  to  techen  me 
This  noble  craft  and  this  subtilitee, 
I  wol  be  youre,  in  al  that  ever  I  may  I ' 

Quod  the  chanoun,  'yet  wol  I  make  assay 
The  second  tyme,  that  ye  may  taken  hcdo 
And  been  expert  of  this,  and  in  j-our  nede 
Another  day  assaye  in  myn  absence  1252 
This  discipljTie  and  this  crafty  science. 
Lat  take  another  ounce,'  quotl  he  tho,  (701) 
•Ofquik-silver,  with-outen  wordes  mo,  1255 
And  do  ther-with  as  ye  hau  dom  er  this 
With  that  othei',  which  that  now  silver  is.' 
This  preest  him  bisieth  in  al  that  he  can 
To  doon  as  this  chanoun,  this  cursed  man, 
Comanded  him,  and  faste  he  blew  the  fyr, 
For  to  come  to  th'effect  of  his  desjT,  1261 
And  this  chanoun,  right   in    the    mene 

whyle, 
Al  redy  was,  the  preest  eft  to  bigyle,  C710) 
And,  for  acoitntenance.iuhishandehebar 
An  holwe  stikke  (tak  keep  and  be  war  !) 
In   the    ende    of   which    an   ounce,  and 

na-more,  1266 

Of  silver  lymail  put  was,  as  bifore 
Was  in  his  cole,  and  stopped  with  wex 

weel 
For  to  kepe  in  his  lymail  every  deeL 
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And  N\  liyl  this  i^rpest  was  in  his  bisinesse, 
This  chanoun  with  liis  stikke  gan  him 

(Iresso  1271 

To  him  anon,  ami  his  powder  caste  in  (719) 
As  he  did  er  ;  (the  devel  oiit  of  his  skin 
Him  t«rve,  I  pray  to  god,  for  his  falshede  ; 
For  ho  was  ever  fals  in  thoght  an<i  dede) ; 
And  witli  this  stikke,  above  the  croslet. 
That  was  ordejTied  with  that  false  get, 
He  stired  the  coles,  til  relente  gan 
The  wex  agayn  the  fyr,  as  every  man, 
But  it  a  fool  be,  woot  wel  it  mot  nede,  1280 
And  al  that  in  tho  stikke  was  oiit  yede. 
And  in  tho  croslet  hastily  it  fel.  (729) 

Now  gode  sirs,  what  wol  ye  bet  than  wel  ? 
^Vlian  that  this  preest  thns  was  bigyled 

ageyn,  1284 

Supposing  noght  but  trouthe,  soth  to  seyn, 
He  was  so  glad,  that  I  can  nat  expresse 
In  no  manere  his  mirthe  and  his  glad- 

nesse  ; 
And  to  the  chanotm  he  profred  eftsone 
Body  and  good  ;  'ye,'  quod  the  chanoun 

sone, 
'  Though  povre  I  be,  crafty  thou  shak  me 

finde  ;  1290 

I  warne  thee,  yet  is  ther  more  bihinde. 
Is  ther  any  coper  her-inne  ?  '  seyde  he. 
'Ye,,'  quod  the  preest,  'sir,  I  trowe  wel 

ther  be.'  (740) 

'  Ellos  go  bye  us  som,  and  that  as  swythe. 
Now,    gode    sir,    go   forth   thy   wey   and 

hy  the.' 
He  wente  his  wey,  and  with  the  coper 

cam,  1296 

And  this  chanoun  it  in  his  handes  nam. 
And  of  that  coper  weyed  out  but  an  ounce. 
Al  to  simple  is  my  tonge  to  pronounce, 
As  ministre  of  my  wit,  the  doublenesse 
Of  this  chanoun,  roteof  alcursednesse.  1301 
He  semed  freendly  to  hem  that  knewo 

him  noght, 
Btit  he  was  feendly  bothe  in  herte  and 

thoght.  (750) 

It  werieth  me  to  telle  of  his  falsnesse, 
And  natheleos  yet  wol  I  it  expresse,     1305 
Tothentente  that  menmaybe  war  therby. 
And  for  noon  other  cause,  trewely. 

He  putte  his  ounce  of  coper   in   tho 

croslet, 
And  on  the  fyr  as  swythe  he  hath  it  set, 


And  caste  in  poxidre,  and  made  tho  preest 

to  blowe,  *       1310 

And  in  his  working  for  to  stonpo  lowe, 
As  he  dide  er,  and  al  nas  but  a  jape  ; 
Right  as  him  liste,  the  preest  he  made 

his  ape ;  (7<>o) 

And  afterward  in  th"ingot  he  it  caste, 
And  in  the  panne  putte  it  at  tho  laste  13T5 
Of  water,  and  in  he  putte  his  owenc  bond. 
And  in  his  sieve  (as  ye  bifom-hond 
Herde  me  telle)  ho  haddc  a  silver  teyne. 
He  sljdy  took  it  out,  this  cursed  hej'nc — 
Unwiting  this  preest  of  his  falso  craft — 
And  in  the  pannes  botme  he  hath  it  laft ; 
And  in  the  water  rombled  to  and  fro. 
And  wonder  prively  took  up  also         (770) 
The   coper  teyne,    noght    knowing    this 

preest. 
And  liiddc  it,  and  him  hente  by  the  breest, 
And  to  him  spak,  and  thus  seyde  in  hig 

game,  1326 

'  Stoupeth  adoun,  by  god,  ye  be  to  blame, 
Helpoth  me  now,  as  I  dide  yow  whyl-er, 
Putte  in  your  hand,  and  loketh  what  i3 

ther.'  1329 

This  preest  took  up  this  silver  teyne  anon, 
■And  tlianne  sej-de  the  chanoun,   '  lat  lis 

gon 
With  thise  three  teynes,  which  that  wo 

han  wroght. 
To  som  goldsmith,  and  wite  if  they  been 

oght.  (78b) 

For,  by  my  feith,  I  nolde,  for  myn  hood, 
But-if  that   they  were    silver,   fyn   and 

good,  1335 

And  that  as  swythe  prevcd  shal  it  be.' 
Uu-to  tho  goldsmith  with  thise  teynes 

three 
They  wente,  and  putte  thise  teynes  in  assay 
T'jfyrand  hamer ;  mighte  no  manseynay, 
But  that  they  weren  as  hem  oghte  be. 
This    sotted    preest,  who  was   gladder 

than  he?  1341 

Was  never  briil  gladder  agayn  the  day, 
Ne  nightingale,  in  the  sesoun  of  May,  (790) 
Nas  never  noon  that  luste  bet  to  singe  ; 
Ne  lady  lustier  in  caroling©  1345 

Or  for  to  spoke  of  love  and  wommanhcdc, 
Ne  knight  in  armes  to  doon  a  n  hardy  dede 
To  stonde  in  grace  of  his  lady  dero. 
Than  had  this  preest  this  sory  craft  to  lere; 
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And  to  the  chanoun  tluis  lio   spnk  and 

sej'de,  1350 

'  For  love  of  go<l,  that  for  ns  alle  deyde, 
And  as  I  may  doser%'e  it  nn-to  yow, 
What  shal  this  receit  coste  ?  telleth  now ! ' 
'  By  our  lady,'  quod  this  chanoun, '  it  is 

dere,  (8<)i) 

I  warno  yow  wel ;  for,  save  I  and  a  frere, 
In  Engplond  ther  can  no  man  it  make' 
'  No  fors,'  quod  he,  '  now,  sir,  forgoddes 

sake,  1357 

What  shal  I  payo  ?  tollcth  me,  I  preyc' 

'  Y-wis,'  quod  he, '  it  is  fnl  dere,  I  seye  ; 
Sir,  at  o  word,  if  that  theo  list  it  have, 
Ye  shul  paye  fourtj-  pound,  so  god  me 

save !  1361 

And,  nere  the  freendship  that  ye  dide  er 

this 
To  me,  j-e  sholde  paye  more,  y-wis.'     (8io) 
This  preest  the  somme  of  fourty  pound 

anon 
Of  nobles  fette,  and  took  hem  cverichon 
To  this  chanoun,  for  this  ilke  receit ;  1366 
Al  his  working  nas  but  fraudo  and  deceit. 
'  Sir  preest,'  ho  soj'de, '  I  kepe  han  no  loos 
Of  my  craft,  for  I  wolde  it  kept  were  cloos ; 
And  as  ye  love  me,  kepeth  it  secree ;  1370 
For,  and  men  knewe  al  my  subtilitce. 
By  god,  they  wolden  lian  so  greet  envye 
To  me,  bj'-causc  of  my  j)hilosophye,    (820) 
I  sholde  be  deed,  ther  were  non  other 

weye.' 
'  God    it    forbede ! '   quod    the  preest, 

'  what  sey  j'e  ?  '  1375 

Yet  haddc  I  lever  spendon  al  the  good 
Wliich  th.at  I  have  (and  elles  wexe  I  wood !) 
Than  that  j-e  sholden  falle  in  swich  mes- 

choof.' 
'For  your  good  wil,  sir,  have  ye  right 

good  preef,' 
Quod  the  chanoun,  '  and  far-wel,  grant 

mercy ! '  1380 

Ho  wente  his  woy  and  never  the  preest 

him  sy 
After  that  day ;  and  whan  that  this  preest 

sholde  (829) 

ilakcn  ass.ij-,  at  swich  tyme  as  he  wolde. 
Of  this  receit,  far-wel !  it  wolde  nat  be  ! 
Lo,  thus  byjaped  and  bigyled  was  he  !  13S5 
Thus  maketh  he  his  introduccioun 
To  bringe  folk  to  Jiir  destruccioun. — 


Considereth,    sii-s,    how    that,  in    eidi 

estaat, 
BitwLxe  men  and  gold  ther  is  deboat 
So  foi-forth,  tliat  unncthes  is  thor  noon. 
This  multijdyiiig  lilent  so  many  oon,    1391 
That  in  good  foith  I  trowe  that  it  be 
The  cause  grcttost  of  swicli  scarsetee.  (840) 
Philosophres  speken  eio  mistily 
In   this   craft,  that  men   can  nat  come 

therby,  ,jq- 

For  any  wit  that  men  han  now  a-dayes. 
They  mowe  wel  cliiteren,  as  dofjn  thise 

jayes. 
And  inher  termessotto  hirlnstandpe.%-no, 
But  to  hir  purpoa  shul  they  never  atteyno. 
A  man  may  lightly  lemo,  if  he  have  aught, 
To    multiplye,  and    bringe   his   good   to 

navight !  (848)  1401 

Lo  !  s^\•ich  a  lucre  is  in  this  histy  game, 
Amannesmirthoitwoltorneun-tograme, 
And  empten  also  grete  and  he^-y  purses, 
And  makon  folk  for  to  purcliasen  curses 
Of  hem,  that  han  hir  good  therto  y-lent. 
O  I  fy  I  for  shame  !  they  that  han  been 

Virent,  ,407 

Alias  !  can  they  nat  flee  the  fyres  bete  ? 
Ye  that  it  use,  I  rede  ye  it  lete, 
Lest  ye   lese   al ;    for  bet  than  never  is 

late.  14 10 

Xever  to  thrj-ve  were  to  long  a  date. 
Though  je  prolle  ay,  ye  shul  it  never 

finde ;  (850'' 

Ye  been  as  bolde  as  is  Baj-ard  the  blinde, 
That  blundreth  forth,  and  peril  casteth 

noon  ; 
He  is  as  bold  to  renne  agayn  a  stoon  1415 
As  for  to  goon  besydes  in  the  weye. 
So  faren  ye  that  multijilye,  I  seye. 
If  that  your  j-eu  can  nat  seen  aright, 
Loke  that  j'our  minde  lakke  nought  his 

sight.  (866) 

For,  though  ye  loke  never  so  brode,  and 

stare,  1420 

Ye  shul  nat  winnea  mj-teonthat  chaffare, 
But  wasten  al  that  j-e  may  rape  and  renne, 
Witbdrawe  the  fyr,  lest  it  to  faste  brenne ; 
Medleth  na-more  with  that  art,  I  mene, 
For,  if  ye  doon,  your  thrift  is  goon  ful 

clene.  1425 

And  rigid  as  s'W'ythe  I  wol  yow  tellen  here, 
What  philosophres  seyn  in  this  matere. 
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Lo,  thiis  seith  Aniolil  of  the  Xewe  Toun, 
As  li  is  Kosarie  maketli  mencioun  ; 
He  soith  right  thus,  with-oviten  any  lye, 
'  Ther  may  no  man  Merciirie  mortit'yc,  1431 
Bnt  it  be  witli  Iiis  brother  knowleching. 
How  that  he,  whicli  that  first  seyde  this 

thing,  (880) 

Of  philosophres  fader  was,  Hermes; 
He  seith,  how  that  tlie  dragoun,  doutelees, 
Ne  deyeth  nat,  but-if  that  he  l)e  slayn  1436 
With  his  brother  ;  and  that  is  for  to  sayn, 
By  the  dragoun,  Mercnrie  and  noon  other 
He   iindcrstood  ;    and   brimstoon    by  his 

brother, 
That  out  of  sol  and  luna  -were  y-drawe. 
And  tlierfor,'  seyde  he,  '  tak  heed  to  my 

sawe,  1441 

Let  no  man  bisy  him  this  art  for  to  seche, 
But-if  that  he  th'entencioun  and  speche 
Of  philosophres  understonde  can  ;      (891) 
And  if  he  do,  he  is  a  lewed  man.  1445 

For  this  science  and  this  conning,'  quod  he, 
*  Is  of  the  secree  of  secrees,  parde.' 
Also  ther  was  a  disciple  of  Plato, 
That  on  a  tyme  seyde  his  maister  to, 
As  his  book  Senior  ■wol  here  witnesse,  1450 
And  this  was  his  demande  in  soothfast- 

nesse : 
■'  Tel  me  the  name  of  the  privy  stoon  ?  ' 
And  Plato  answerde  unto  him  anoon, 
'Tak  the  stoon  that  Titanos  men  name.' 
'  Which  is  that?'  quod  he.     '  Magnesia 

is  the  same,'  (S>02)  i455 


Seyde  Plato.     '  Ye,  sir,  and  is  it  thus  ? 

Tliis  is  if/notum  per  ignotius. 

What  is  Magnesia,  good  sir,  I  yow  preye?' 

'  It  is  a  water  that  is  maad,  I  seye, 
Of  clementes  foitre,'  quod  Plato.  1460 

'  Tel  me  the  rote,  good  sir,'  quod  he  tho, 
'  Of  that  water,  if  that  it  be  your  wille  ?  ' 
'  Nay,  nay,'  quod  Plato,  '  certain,  that 
I  nille.  (9Ji>) 

The  philosophres  sworn  were  everichoon. 
That    they    sholden   discovero    it  un-to 
noon,  1465 

Ne  in  no  book  it  wryto  in  no  manere  ; 
For  un-to  Crist  it  is  so  leef  and  dere 
That  he  wol  nat  that  it  discovered  be, 
But  wher  it  Ij'keth  to  his  deitee 
Man  for  t'enspyre,  and  eek  for  to  defende 
Whom  that  him  lyketh  ;  lo,  this  is  the 
ende.'  14-1 

Thanne  conclude  I  thus  ;  sith  god  of 
hcvone 
Xe  wol  nat  that  the  philosophres  nevene 
How  that  a  man  shal    come    un-to  tliis 
stoon,  .  (921) 

I  rede,  as  for  the  beste,  lete  it  goon.    1475 
For  who-so  maketh  god  his  adversarie, 
As  for  to  werken  any  thing  in  contrarie 
Of  his  wil,  certes,  never  shal  he  thryve, 
Thogh  that   he   multiplyo   terme  of  his 

lyve. 
And  ther  a  poynt ;  for  ended  is  my  tale  ; 
God  sende  every  trewe  man  bote  of  his 
bale  ! — Amen.  (928)  1481 


Here  is  ended  the  Cbanouns  Yemannes  Tale. 


V^ 
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GKOUP  H. 


THE    MANCIPLE'S    PROLOGUE. 

Here  folweth  the  Prologe  of  the  Maunciples  Tale. 


WiTE  ye  nat  wlior  ther  stnnt  a  litel  tonn 
Which  that  y-clepeil  is  Bob-up-anJ-doun, 
Under  the  Blee,  in  Cannterbury  weyo  ? 
Ther  gan  our  hoste  for  to  jape  and  pleye, 
And  seyde,   '  sirs,  what !  Dun  is  in  the 

myre  !  5 

Is  ther  no  man,  for  preyere  ne  for  hyre, 
That  wol  awake  our  fehiwe  heer  Inhinde '? 
A  theef  mighte  him  ful  lightly  robbe  and 

bindo. 
See  how  he  nnppcth  !  see,  for.  cokkes bones, 
As  ho  wol  fallc  from  his  liors  at  ones.     10 
Is  that   a   cook  of  Londoun,  with  mes- 

chaunce  ? 
Do  him  come  forth,  he  knoweth  his  pcn- 

auncc, 
For  he  shal  telle  a  tale,  by  my  fej- ! 
Al-though  it  be  nat  worth  a  hotel  hey. 
Awake,  thou  cook,'  quod  he,   '  god  yeve 

thee  sorwe,  15 

"^^^^at  ejloth  thee  to  slepe  liy  the  moi-we  ? 
Hastow   had    fleeu    al    night,    or   artow 

dronke. 
Or  hastow  with  som  queue  al  night  j-- 

swoukc. 
So  that  thou  mayst  nat  holden  up  thj-n 

heed  ? ' 
Tliis  cook,   that  was  ful  pale  and  no- 
thing reed,  20 
Seyde  to  our  host,  'so  god  my  soulehlesse. 
As  ther  is  falle  on  me  swich  hevinesse, 
Xuot  I  nat  whj%  that  me  were  lever  slepe 
Than  the  beste  galoun  wyn  in  Chepe.' 
'  Wei,'  quod  the  maunciple,  '  if  it  may 

doon  ese  25 

To  thee,  sir  cook,  and  to  no  wight  displose 
Whichthat  heer  rydeth  in  this  companye. 
And  that  our  host  wol,  of  his  curteisye, 
I  wol  as  now  excuse  thee  of  thy  tale  ; 
For,  in  good  feith,  thy  visage  is  ful  pale, 


Thj-n    yen     daswen     eek,    as    that    me 

thinkcth,  ;^i 

And  wel   I   woot,   thy   breeth  ful  soure 

stinketh, 
That  sheweth  wel  tlioa  art  not  wel  dis- 
posed ; 
Of   me,    certein,    thou    shalt    nat    been 

y-glosed. 
So  how  lie  ganeth,  lo,  this  dronkcn  wight, 
As  though  he  wolde  us  swolwe  anon-right. 
Hold  cloos  thy  mouth,  man,  by  thy  fader 

kin  !  37 

The  devel  of  helle  sette  his  foot  thor-in  ! 
Thy  cursed  breeth  infecto  wol  us  alio  ; 
Fy,  stinking  swyn,  fy !  foulo  moot  theo 

falle !  40 

A  !  taketli  heed,  sirs,  of  this  lusty  man. 
Now,  swete  sir,  wol  ye  just  en  atte  fan  ? 
Ther-to  me  thinkcth  ye  been  wel  y-shajie  ! 
I  trowe  that  ye  dronken  han  wyu  ajjo. 
And    that   is  whan    men   pleyen  with  a 

straw.'  45 

And  with  this  speche  the  cook  wex  wrooth 

and  wraw. 
And  on  the  maunciple  he  g^n  nodde  fasto 
For  lakke  of  speche,  and  (.louu  the  liors 

him  caste, 
Wher  as  he  lay,  til  that  men  up  him  took  ; 
This  was  a  fayr  chivacheo  of  a  c<K>k  !     50 
Alias  !  he  nadde  holdo  him  by  his  ladel ! 
And,  er  that  he  agajni  were  in  his  sadel, 
Ther  was  greet  showving  ijothe  to  and  fro, 
To  lifte  him  up,  and  muchel  care  and  wo, 
So  unwcldy  was  this  sory  palled  gost.     55 
And  to  the  maunciple  thanne  spak  our 

host, 
'  By-cause  drink  hath  dominacioun 
Upon  this  man,  by  my  savacioun 
I  trowe  he  lewedlj-  wolde  telle  his  tale. 
For,  were  it  wyr*,  or  old  or  moysty  ale,  60 


670 


ZH  €anfcr6utj  Za(i&. 


[t.  1 7010— 17065. 


Tliat  he  Lath  ilronke,  he  spoketh  in  his 

nose, 
Anil  fneseth  faste,  and  eek  he  hath  the 

pose. 
He  hath  also  to  do  more  than  y-nough 
To  kepe  him  and  his  capel  out  of  slough  ; 
And,  if  he  fuUc  from  his  capel  eft-sono,  65 
Than  shul  we  alle  have  y-nough  to  done, 
In  lifting  up  his  he\y  dronken  cors. 
Telle  on  thy  tale,  of  him  make  I  no  fors. 
But  yet,  maunciple,  in  feith  thou  art  to 

nyce. 
Thus  openly  repreve  him  of  his  vyce.     70 
Another  day  he  wol,  poraventure, 
Eeclayme  thee',  and  hringe  thee  to  lure  ; 
I  mene,  he  speke  wol  of  smale  thinges. 
As  for  to  pinchen  at  thy  rekeuinges, 
That  wer  not  honeste,  if  it  cam  to  preef.' 
'  Xo,'  quod  the  maunciple,   '  that  were 

a  greet  mescheef !  76 

So  mighte  he  lightly  bringe  me  in  the 

snare. 
Yet  hadde  I  lever  payen  for  the  mare 
"VMiich  he  rit  on,  than  he  sholde  with  me 

stry^e ;  79 

I  wol  nat  wratthe  him,  al-so  mote  I  thi-y ve ! 
That  that  I  spak,  I  seyde  it  in  my  bourde  ; 
And   wite   ye    what?    I    have    heer,    in 

a  gourde, 


I 


A  draught  of  wj-n,  ye,  of  a  rype  grape. 
And  right  anon  >e  shul  seen  a  gix>d  jape. 
This  cook  shal  drinke  ther-of,  if  I  may  ;  85 
l^P  pcyne  of  dceth,  he  wol  nat  seye  me  nay ! ' 

And  certeinly,  to  tellcn  as  it  was. 
Of  this  vessi'l  tlio  cook  drank  faste,  alias  I 
■What   ncded    him  ?   he    drank    y-nough 

biforu. 
And  whan  lie  hadde  pouped  in  this  horn, 
To  the  maunciple  he  took   the    gourde 

agayn ;  yi 

And  of  that  drinke  the  cook  was  wonder 

fayn, 
And  thanked  him  in  swich  wyse  as  he 

coudo. 
Than  gan  oixr  host  to  laughen  wonder 

loude. 
And  seyde,  '  I  see  wel,  it  is  necessarie,  95 
Wher  that  we  goon,  good  drink  we  with 

us  cai'ie ; 
For  that  wol  turne  raucoiu-  and  disese 
T'acord  and  love,  and  many  a  wrong  apese. 
O  thou  Bachus,  y-blessed  be  th3'  name, 
That  so  canst  turnen  ernest  in-to  game  ! 
Worship  and  thank  be  to  thy  deitee  !  loi 
Of  that  matere  ye  gete  na-more  of  me. 
Tel  on  thy  tale,  maunciple,  I  thee  prcye.' 
'  Wel,  sir,'  quod    he,   '  now  herkneth 

what  I  seye.' 


Thus  endeth  the  Prologe  of  the  Manciple. 


THE    MAUNCIPLES    TALE. 


Here  biginneth  the  Maunclples  Tale  of  the  Crov/e. 


WiiAN  Phebus  dwelled  here  in  this  erthe 
adouu,  105 

As  olde  bokes  maken  mencioun, 
He  was  the  mostc  lusty  bachiler 
In  al  this  world,  and  eck  the  beste  archer  ; 
He  slow  Phitoun,  the  serpent,  aa  he  lay 
Slepinge  agaya  the  Sonne  upon  a  day;  no 


And  many  another  noble  worthy  dede 
He  with  his  bowe  wroghte,  as  men  may 
rede. 
Pleyen  he  coude  on  everj'  minstralcye. 
And  siiigen,  that  it  was  a  melodyc,  (lo; 
To  heren  of  his  clcre  vols  the  soon.  1 15 
Certes  the  king  of  Thebes,  Amphiovin, 
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That  with  his  singing  walK-d  that  citee, 
C'onde  never  singcn  half  so  wel  as  he. 
Therto  he  ■was  the  semelieste  man         mi 
That  is  oi-  was,  sitli  that  the  world  bigan. 
What  nedc-th  it  his  t'eturi'S  to  discryve  ? 
For  in  this  world  was  noon  so  fair  on  lyvo. 
He  was  ther-with  fulfild  of  gentillesse, 
Of  honour,  and  of  parfit  worthinesse.  (20) 

Th  is  Phebus,  t  hat  was  floiir  of  bachelrye, 
As  wel  in  fredom  as  in  chivalryc,  126 

For  his  desport,  in  signe  cek  of  victorio 
Of  Phitoun,  so  as  telleth  us  the  storie, 
Was  wont  to  bercn  in  his  hand  a  bowe. 

Now  had  thisPhebns  in  his  hous  a  crowe, 
Which  in  a  cage  ho  fostred  many  a  day, 
And  taughte  it  speken,  as  men  teche  a  jay. 
Whj-t  was  this  crowe,  as  is  a  snow-whyt 
swan,  (29) 

And  countrefete  the  speche  of  every  man 
He  coude,  whan  he  sholde  telle  a  tale.  135 
Ther-with  in  al  this  world  no  nightingale 
Ne  coude,  by  au  hondred  thousand  deel, 
Singen  so  wonder  merily  and  weel. 

Now  had  this  Phebus  in  his  hous  a  wj-f, 
Wliich  that  he  lovedo  more  than  his  Ij-f, 
And  night  and  day  dide  ever  his  diligence 
Hir  for  to  plese,  and  doon  hir  reverence, 
Save  only,  if  the  sothe  that  I  shal  sayn, 
Jalous  he  was,  and  wolde  have  kept  hir 
fayn ;  (40; 

For  him  were  looth  by -japed  for  to  be.  145 
And  so  is  every  wight  in  swich  degree  ; 
But  al  in  ydel,  for  it  availleth  uoght. 
A  good  wyf,  that  is  clene  of  werk  and 

thoght, 
Sholde    nat    been   kept   in   noon   await, 

certayn  ; 
And  trewely,  the  labour  is  in  vayn       150 
To  kepe  a  shrewe,  for  it  wol  nat  be. 
This  holde  I  for  a  verrav  nvcetee. 
To  spille  lalx>ur,  for  to  kepe  wyves  ; 
Thus  writen  olde  clerkes  in  hir  lyves.  (50; 

But  now  to  purpos,  as  I  fii-st  bigan  :  155 
This  worthy  Phebus  dooth  all  that  he  can 
To  plcsen  hir,  weninge  by  swich  plesaiuice, 
And  for  his  manhede  and  his  governnuuce, 
That  uo  man  sholde  han  put  him  from 

hir  grace. 
But  god  it  w^oot,  ther  may  no  man  embrace 
As  to  destrejiie  a  thing,  which  that  nature 
Hath  uatiut'lly  set  in  a  creature,  16.' 


Tak  any  brid,  and  put  it  in  a  cage, 
And  do  al  thyn  entente  and  thycoragc(6o) 
To   fostre    it    tendrely  with    mete   and 

drinko,  i()5 

Of  alle  d(>-ntee8  that  thou  canst  bithinke, 
And  keep  it  al-so  clenly  a.s  thou  niaj- ; 
Al-thuugh  liis  cage  of  gold  l>c  never  so  gay, 
Yet  hath  this  brid,  by  twenty  thousand 

fold. 
Lever  in  a  forest,  that  is  rude  and  cold,  171) 
Gon  ete  wormes  and  swich  wrecchednesse. 
For  ever  this  brid  wol  doon  his  bisinesse 
To  escape  out  of  his  cage,  if  he  may  ; 
His  libertee  this  brid  desircth  ay.         ('70) 
Lat  take  a  cat,  and  fostre  him  wel  with 

milk,  175 

And  tendro  flesh,  and  make  his  conche 

of  silk, 
And  lat  him  seen  a  mous  go  V>y  the  wal ; 
Anon  ho  weyveth  milk,  and  flesh,  and  al, 
And  every  deynteo  that  is  in  that  hous, 
Swich  appetyt  hath  he  to  cte  a  mous.    180 
Lo,  here  hath  lust  his  dominacioun, 
And  appetj-t  flemeth  discrecioun. 

A  she-wolf  hath  also  a  vileins  kinde  ; 
The  lewedeste  wolf  that  she  may  iinde,  (80) 
Or  leest  of  rcputacion  wol  she  take,      185 
In  tyme  whan  hir  lust  to  han  a  make. 
Alle  thise  ensamples  speke  I  by  thise 

men 
That  been  untrewe,  and  no-thing  by  wom- 

men. 
For  men  han  ever  a  likerous  api>etyt 
On  lower  thing  to  parfourne  hir  del\-t  190 
Than  on  hir  wyves,  be  they  never  so  faii-e, 
Ne  never  so  trewe,  ne  so  debonaire. 
Flesh  is  so  newefangel,  with  mcschaunce, 
That  we  ne  cunne  in  no-thing  han  ple- 

saunce  (90) 

That  suuneth  in-to  vertu  any  whyle.     195 

This  Phebus,  which  that  thoghte  upon 

uo  gyle, 
Decey ved  was,  for  al  his  jolitee ; 
For  under  him  another  hadde  she, 
A  man  of  litel  reputacionn,  199 

Noght  worth  to  Phebus  in  comparisoun. 
The  more  harm  is  ;  it  hajipeth  otie  so, 
Of  which  ther  cometh  niuchel  harm  and 

wo, 
Ahd  80  bifel,  wlian  Phebus  was  absent, 
j  His  wj-f  anou  hath  for  hir  lemman  sent ; 
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Hir  lemmau?   certes,   this  is  a  knavish 

speche  !  (loi)  205 

Foryeveth  it  me.  and  that  I  j-ow  biseche. 

The  wyse  Phito  scith,  as  ye  may  rede, 
The  word  mot   uede   accorde    with   the 

dede. 
If  men  shal  telle  proprely  a  thing, 
The  word  mot  cosin  be  to  the  working.  210 
I  am  a  boistoiis  man,  right  thus  sej"c  I, 
Ther  nis  no  difference,  trewely, 
Bitwixe  a  wyf  that  is  of  heigh  degree, 
If  of  hir  body  dishonest  she  be,  (no) 

And  a  povre  wenche,  other  than  this — 
If  it  so  be,  they  werke  bothe  .amis —     216 
But  that  the  gentile,  in  estaat  above, 
She  shal  be  cleped  his  lad^',  as  in  love  ; 
And  for  that  other  is  a  po^'re  womman. 
She  shal  be  cleped   his  wenche,  or   his 

lemman.  220 

And,  god  it  woot,  myn  owene  dere  brother. 
Men  leyn  that  oon  as  lowe  as  lyth  that 

other. 
Eight  so,  bitwixe  a  titlelees  tiraiint 
And  an  outlawe,  or  a  theef  erraunt,   (120) 
The  same  I  seye,  ther  is  no  difference.  225 
To  Alisaundre  told  was  this  sentence  ; 
That,  for  the  tyrant  is  of  gretter  might. 
By  force  of  mejTiee  for  to  sleen  douu-right. 
And  brennen  hous  and  hoom,  and  make 

al  plain, 
Lo  !  therfor  is  he  cleped  a  capitain  ;     230 
And,  for  the  outlawe  hath  but  smal  mej'- 

nee. 
And  may  nat  doon  so  greet  an  harm  as  he, 
Ne  bringe  a  contreo  to  so  greet  mesclieef, 
Men  clepen  him  an  outlawe  or  a  theef. 
But,  for  I  am  a  man  noght  textuel,      235 
I  wol  noght  telle  of  textes  never  a  del ; 
I  wol  go  to  my  tale,  as  I  bigan.  (133) 

Whau  Phebus  wyf  had  sent  for  hir  lem- 
man. 
Anon  they  wroghteu  al  hir  lust  volage. 
The  whyte  crowe,  that  heng  ay  in  the 

cage,  240 

Biheld  hir  werk,  and  seyde  never  a  word. 
And  whan  that  hoom  was  come  Phebus, 

the  lord, 
This    crowe    sang    '  cokkow  !      cokkow  ! 

cokkow ! ' 
'  Wliat,    brid  ? '    quod    Phebus,    '  what 

song  singestow  ?  ('40) 


Ne  were  thow  wont  so  merily  to  singe  245 
That  to  myn  herte  it  was  a  rejoisinge 
To  here  thy  vois?  alias !  what  song  is  this?' 

'  By  god,'  quod  he,  '  I  singe  nat  amis  ; 
Phebus,'  quod  he,  '  for  al  thy  worthinesse. 
For  al  thy  beautee  and  thy  gentilesse,  250 
For  al  thy  song  and  al  thy  minstralcye, 
For  al  thy  waiting,  blerod  is  thyn  yS 
With  oon  of  litel  reputacioun,  (149) 

Noght  worth  to  thee,  as  in  comparisoun. 
The  mountance  of  a  gnat ;  so  mote  I  thrj'vo ! 
For  on  thy  bed  thy  wyf  I  saugh  him  swy  ve.' 
Wliat  wol  ye  more  ?   the  crowe  anon 

him  toldo,  257 

By  sadde  tokcnes  and  by  wordes  bolde, 
How  that  his  wyf  had  doon  hir  lecherye, 
Him  to  gret  shame  and  to  gret  vileinyc  ; 
And  tolde  him  ofte,  he  saugh  it  with  his 

j-en.  261 

This  Phebvis  gan  aweyward  for  to  wryen. 
Him  thoughte  liis   sorweful  herte   brast 

a-two ; 
His  bowe  he  bente,  and  sette  ther-inne 

a  flo,  («6<)) 

And  in  his  ire  his  wyf  thanne  hath  he 

slayn.  "  265 

This  is  th'effect,  ther  is  na-more  to  snyn  ; 
For  sorwe  of  which   he   brak   his   min- 
stralcye, 
Bothe  harpe,  and  lute,  and  giterne,  and 

sautrye ; 
And   eek   he   brak   his   arwes    and    his 

bowe. 
And  after  that,  thus  spak  he  to  the  crowe : 
'  Traitour,'   quod   he,    '  with   tonge   of 

scorpioun,  271 

Thou  hast  me  broght  to  my  confusioun  ! 
Alias !    that  I  was  wroght !  why  ncre  I 

deed  ? 
O  dere  wyf,  O  gemme  of  lustiheed,      (170) 
Tliat  were  to  mo  so  sad  and  eck  so  trewe, 
Now  lystow  deeil,  with  face  pale  of  hewe, 
Ful  giltelees,  tliat  dorste  I  swere,  y-wis  ! 
0  rakel  hand,  to  doon  so  foule  amis  ! 
O  trouble  wit,  0  ire  recchelees, 
That  unavysed  smytest  giltelees  !  280 

O  wantrust,  ful  of  fals  suspecioun, 
Where  was  thy  wit  and  thy  discreciouu? 
O  every  man,  be- war  of  rakehiesse, 
Ne  trowe  no-thing  with-outen  strong  wit- 

nesse ;  (i8o) 


I 
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Smyt  nnt  to  sone,  or  that  yo  witen  why, 
Anil  bct'tli  avyscd  wel  ami  si^brt'ly        286 
Er  yo  doon  any  execncicmn, 
Up-on  your  ire,  for  suspecioun. 
Alias  !  a  thonsand  folk  hath  rakel  ire  289 
Fully  fordoon,  and  broght  hem  in  the  mire. 
Alias  !  for  sorwo  I  wul  ni.\--selvcn  slee  ! ' 
And  to    the   crowu,    '  O   false    theef ! ' 

soj'de  he,  (188) 

'  I  wol  thee  quyte  anon  thy  false  tale  ! 
Thou  souge  whyloin  lyk  a  iiig'htingale  ; 
Now  shaltow,  false  theef,  thy  si>ng  furgon, 
And  eek  thy  whyte  fetheros  everichon, 
Ne  ne%-er  in  al  thy  lyf  ne  shaltou  speke. 
Thus  shal  men  on  a  traitour  been  awreke  ; 
Thou  and  thyn  of-sprLug  overshnl  Ijc  blako, 
Ne  never  swete  noise  shul  yo  make,      300 
But  ever  crye  agayn  tempest  and  rayn, 
In  tokeuingo  that  thurgh  thee  my  wyf  is 

slayn.' 
And  to  the  crowe  he  stirte,  and  that  anon, 
And  pulled  his  whyte  fetheres  everichon, 
And  made  him  blak,  and  refte  him  al  his 

song,  {201)  305 

And  eek  his  speche,  and  out  at  dorc  him 

slong 
Un-to  the  devel,  which  I  him  bitake 
And  for  this  caas  ben  alle  crowes  blake. — 
Lordings,  by  this  ensaniple  I  yow  preye, 
Beth  war,  and  taketh  kepe  what  I  seye  : 
Xo  telleth  never  no  man  in  your  lyf    ^11 
How  that  another  man  hathdight  liis  wj-f ; 
He  wol  yow  haten  mortally,  certeyn. 
Daun  Salomon,  as  wj-se  clerkes  seyn,  (210) 
Techeth  a  man  to  kepe  his  tongo  wel ;  315 
But  as  I  seyde,  I  am  noght  textuel. 
But  uathelees,  thus  taughte  me  my  dame : 
'  My  sone,  thenlNon  the  crowe,  a  goddes 

name ; 
My  sone,  keep  wel  thy  tonge  and  keep 

thy  freend. 
A  wilcked  tonge  is  worse  than  a  feend.  3.'o 
My  3one,  from  a  feend  men  may  hem 

blesse ; 
My  sone,  god  of  his  endelees  goodnesse 
Walled  a  tonge  with  teeth  and  lippes  eke. 
For  man  sliolde  him  avyse  what  he  speke. 
ily  sone,  ful  ofte,  for  to  muche  speche, 


Hath  many  a  man  ben  spilt,  ns  clerkes 

techc  ;  (jji)  ^26 

But  for  a  litel  speche  a\'ysely      *■ 
Is  no  men  shent,  to  speke  generally. 
My  sone,  thy  tonge  sholdestow  restreyno 
At  alio  tymc,  but  whan  thou  doost  thy 

peyuo  330 

To  speke  of  god,  in  honour  and  preyere. 
The  lirste  vertu,  sone,  if  thou  wolt  lere, 
Is  to  restrcjTie  and  kepe  wel  thy  tonge. — 
Thus  lenie  children  whan  that  they  ben 

yongc.—  ^230)  334 

My  sone,  of  rniichel  speking  >'\'el-avysed, 
Ther  lasse  speking  luuUle  y-no»igh  suffysed, 
Comth  muchel  harm,  thus  was  me  tol'l 

anil  taught. 
In  muchel  si)eche  sinne  wanteth  naught. 
Wostow  wher-of  a  rakel  tonge  serveth  ? 
Right  as  a  swcrd  forciitteth  and  Ibrkci'vcth 
An  arm  a-two,  my  dere  sone,  right  so  341 
A  tonge  ciitteth  freiidsliip  al  a-two. 
A  jangler  is  to  god  abhominable  |         (239) 
Eeed  Salomon,  so  Avys  and  honurable  ; 
Keed  David  in  his  psalmcs,  reed  Scnckke. 
My  sone,  spck  nat,  but  with  tliyn  heed 

thou  1>eljke.  346 

Dissimule  as  thou  were  deef,  if  that  thou 

here 
A  jangler  speke  of  perilous  matere. 
The  Fleming  scith,  and  lerne  it,  if  thee 

leste,  349 

Tliat  litel  jangling  causeth  muchel  reste. 
My  sone,  if  thou  no  wikked  word  hast  seyd, 
Thee  thar  nat  drede  for  to  be  biwreyd  ; 
But  he  that  hath  misseyd,  I  dar  wol  saj-n. 
He  may  by  no  wey  clepc  his  word  agayn. 
Thing  that  is  seyd,  is  seyd;  and  forth  it 

gooth,  (25!)  355 

Though  him  repente,  or  be  him  leef  or 

looth. 
He  is  his  thral  to  ^vhom  that  he  hath  sayd 
A  tale,  of  which  he  is  now  j'vel  apaj-d. 
My  sone,  be  war,  and  be  non  auctonr  newe 
Of  tydinges,  whether  they  ben  false  or 

trewe.  360 

\Vher-so  thou  come,  anmnges  hye  or  lowe, 
Kepe  wel  thy  tonge,  and  thenk  up-on  the 

crowe.' 


Here  is  ended  the  Maunciples  Tale  of  the  Crowe. 

Z 
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GROUP  I. 

THE    PARSONS    PROLOGUE. 

Here  folweth  the  Prologe  of  the  Persones  Tale. 


Bv  that  the  maimcii)lc  hatUlc  his  tale  al 

ended, 
The  Sonne  fro   the   south  lyne  was  de- 
scended 
So  lowe,  that  he  nas  nat,  to  my  sighte, 
Degrees  nyne  and  twenty  as  in  highte.  4 
IVmre  of  the  clokke  it  was  tho,  as  I  gesse  : 
For  cdevcn  foot,  or  litel  more  or  lesse, 
My  shadwe  was  at  thilke  tyme,  as  there, 
Of  swich  feet  as  my  lengthe  parted  were 
In  six  feet  equal  of  proporcioun. 
Ther-with  the  niones  exaltaciovin,  10 

I  mene  Libra,  Jilwey  gau  ascende. 
As  we  were  entringe  at  a  thropes  ende  ; 
For  which  our  host,  as  he  was  wont  to  gye, 
As  in  this  caas,  our  joly  comj)anye, 
Sejde  in  tliis  wyse,  ' lordings  everichoon. 
Now  lakketh  vis  no  tales  nio  than  oon.  16 
Fulfild  is  my  sentence  and  my  decree  ; 
I  trowe  that  we  han  herd  of  ech  degree. 
Almost  fulfild  is  al  mjai  ordinavuice  ; 
I  prey  to  god,  so  yeve  him  right  good 
chaunce,  20 

That  telleth  this  tale  to  us  lustily. 
Sir  preest,'  quod  he,  '  artow  a  vicary  ? 
Or  art  a  person  ?  scy  sooth,  hy  thy  fey  ! 
Be  what  thou  be,  ne  breke  thou  nat  our 

pley; 
For  every  man,  save  thou,  hath  tokl  his 
tale,  25 

Uabokel,  and  shewe  us  what  is  in  thy  male  ; 
For  trewelj',  me  thinketh,  bj'  thy  chere, 
Thou  sholdest  kn  itte  up  wel  a  greet  matere. 
Tel  us  a  tale  anon,  for  cokkes  bones  ! ' 

This  Persono  him  auswerde,  al  at  ones, 
'Thou  getest  fable  noon  y-told  for  me  ;  31 
For  Paul,  that  wrytetli  unto  Timothce, 
Eepreveth  liem  that  weyven  soothfast- 

nesse, 
And  tellen  fables   and  swich  wrecched- 
nesse.  34 

WTiy  sholde  I  sowen  draf  out  of  my  fest, 
Whan  I  may  sowen  whete,  if  that  me  lest  ? 


For  which  I  seye,  if  that  yow  list  to  hero 
Moraliteo  and  vertuous  matere, 
And  thanne  that  ye  wol  yeve  me  audience, 
T  wol  ful  fayn,  at  Cristes  reverence,        40 
Do  yow  plesaunce  leefful,  as  I  can. 
Biit  trvisteth  wel,  I  am  a  Southren  man. 
I  can  nat  gcste — rum,  ram,  ruf — by  lettre, 
Ne,  god  wot,  rym  holde  I  but  litel  bettre  ; 
And  therfor,  if  yow  list,  I  wol  nat  glose. 
I  wol  yow  telle  a  merj^  tale  in  prose       46 
To  knitte  up  al  this  feeste,  and  make  an 

ende. 
And  Jesu,  for  his  grace,  wit  mo  seude 
To  shewe  j'ow  the  wey,  in  this  viage, 
Of  thilke  parfit  glorious  pilgrimage        50 
That  highte  Jerusalem  celestial. 
And,  if  ye  vouche-sauf,  anon  I  shal 
Biginne  upon  my  tale,  for  wliiche  I  preye 
Telle  }-our  a\'3's,  I  can  no  bettre  seye. 
But  nathelees,  tliis  meditacioun  .'5 

I  putto  it  ay  under  correccioun 
Of  clerkes,  for  I  am  nat  textuel ; 
I  take  biit  the  seuteus,  trusteth  wel. 
Therfor  I  make  protestacioun 
That  I  wol  stonde  to  correccioun."  60 

Uji-on  this  word  we  han  assented  soue, 
For,  as  us  semed,  it  was  for  to  done. 
To  enden  in  soni  vertuous  sentence. 
And  for  to  yeve  him  space  and  audience  ; 
And   bede   our  host   he   sholde    to   him 

se^-e,  65 

That  alle  \\  e  to  telle  his  tale  him  preye. 

Our  host  hadde  the  wordes  for  us  alle  :— 
'Sir  preest,'  quod   he,    'now   fayre   yow 

bifalle! 
Sey  what  yow  list,  and   we  wol  gladl.s- 

here ' — 
And  with  that    word   he   soyde   in   this- 

mancre—  70 

'  Telleth,'  quod  he,  '  your  meditacioun. 
But  hasteth  yow,  the  sonne  wol  adoun  ; 
Beth  fructuous,  and  tbat  in  litel  space, 
And  to  do  wel  god  aende  yow  his  grace  1 ' 


Explicit  prohemium, 
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THE    PERSONES    TALE. 


Here  biginiieth  the  Persones  Tale. 


Jei:  6°.  State  super  viuset  videli'  ct  inter- 
roffcite  dc  viis  an(i(iuis,  que  sit  via  bona; 
et  avibidate  in  ea,  et  inuenietis  re/rigeriiim 
attiinabus  vestris,  dc. 

§  1.  Our  swete  lord  god  of  hevene,  that 
no  man  wol  perisse,  but  wole  that  we 
comen  alle  to   the  knowoleche  of  him, 

75  and  to  the  blisl'ul  lyf  that  is  perdurable,  / 
amonesteth  us  by  the  prophete  Jeremie, 
that  seith  in  this  wyse  :  /  '  stonilcth  ui)on 
the  weyes,  and  seeth  and  axeth  of  olde 
pathes  (that  is  to  soyn,  of  oldo  sentences; 
which  is  the  goodc  wey ;  /  and  walljeth 
in  that  wey,  and  j-e  sluil  finde  refressh- 
inge  fi.>r  j'our  soules,'  &e.  /  Manye  been 
the  weyes  espirituels  that  leden  folk  to 
oure  Lord  Jesu  Crist,  and  to  the  regne  of 
glorie.  /  Of  whiche  wej'cs,  ther  is  a  ful 
noble  wey  and  a  ful  covenable,  which 
may  nat  faile  to  man  ne  to  wommau, 
that  thurgh  sinne  hath  misgoon  fro  the 

8o  righte  wey  of  Jerusalem  celestial ;  /  antl 
this  wey  is  eloped  Penitence,  of  which 
man  sholde  gladly  herknen  and  enipiero 
with  al  his  herto  ;  /  to  witen  what  is 
Penitence,  and  whennes  it  is  cleped  Peni- 
tence, and  in  how  manye  maneres  been 
the  accions  or  werkinges  of  Penitence,  / 
and  how  manye  spyces  ther  been  of  Peni- 
tence, and  whiche  thinges  apertenen  and 
bihoven  to  Penitence,  and  whiche  thinges 
destourben  Penitence.  / 

§  2.  Seint  Ambrose  seith,  that  '  Peni- 
tence is  the  pleynLngo  of  man  for  the 
gilt  that  he  hath  doon,  and  na-more  to 
do  any  thing  for  which  him  ogixte  to 
(lo)  pleyue."  /  And  sum  doctour  seith  :  '  Peni- 
tence is  the  waymentuigo  of  man,  that 
sorweth  for  his  sinne  and  pyncth  him- 

8s  self  for  ho  hath  misdoon.'  /  Penitence, 
with  certeyne  circumstances,  is  verray 
repentance  of  a  man  that  halt  him-self 
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in  soi-we  and  other  pe.'V'no  for  hisegiltcs.  / 
Ami  for  he  shal  be  verray  i>enitent,  ho 
shal  first  biwailen  the  sinnes  that  he 
hath  doon,  and  stidefastly  purixoen  in 
his  lierte  to  have  sliritt  of  moutho,  and 
to  doon  satisluccioiin,  /  and  never  to  doon 
thing  for  which  him  oghte  more  tobiwaylo 
or  to  complej-ne,  and  to  continue  in  goodo 
werkes :  or  elles  his  repentance  may  nat 
availle.  /  For  as  si-ith  seint  Isidre  :  •  he  is 
a  japer  and  a  gabber,  and  no  verray  repen- 
tant, that  eftsoone  dooth  thing,  for  whirh 
him  oghte  repente.'/  Wepingo,andnat  for 
to  stinte  to  doon  sinne,  may  nat  avaylle.  /  '><^ 
But  nathelees,  men  shal  hope  that  everv 
tyme  that  man  falleth,  be  it  never  so 
otte,  that  he  may  arise  thurgh  Penitence,  . 
if  he  have  grace  :  but  certeinly  it  is  greet 
doute.  /  For  as  seith  Seint  Gregorie  :  '  un- 
netho  aryseth  he  out  of  sinne.  that  is 
charged  with  the  charge  of  yvel  usage.'  / 
And  therfore  repentant  folk,  that  stinte 
for  to  sinne,  and  forlcto  sinne  er  that 
sinne  forlete  hem,  holy  chirche  holdeth 
Ijem  sikcr  of  hir  savacioun.  /  And  he 
that  sinneth,  and  verraily  repontcth  him 
in  his  laste  ende,  holy  chirche  yet  hopeth 
his  savacioun,  by  the  grcte  mercy  of  oure 
lord  Jesu  Crist,  for  his  repentaunce  ;  but 
tak  the  siker  wey.  /  (20) 

g  3.  And  now,  sith  I  have  declared 
yow  what  thing  is  Penitence,  now  shul 
ye  understondo  that  ther  been  three 
accions  of  Penitence.  /  The  rtrste  accion  95 
of  Penitence  is,  tliat  a  man  be  baptized 
after  that  he  hath  sinned.  /  Seint  Au- 
gustin  seith  :  '  but  he  bo  penitent  for  his 
olde  sinfiil  lyf,  ho  may  nat  biginne  the 
newe  clene  lit.'  /  For  certes,  if  ho  bo 
baptized  withouten  penitence  of  his  olde 
gilt,  ho  receivoth  the  mark  of  baptisme, 
but  nat  the  grace  ue  the  remission  of  his 
sinnes,  til  he  have  repentance  verray.  / 


676 


ZH  CanferBurp  Cafee. 


[t.  §§  4-7- 


Another  delawte  is  this,  that  men  doon 
■leeillj'  sinne  after  that  iliey  han  received 
Laptisme.  /  The  thridde  defaiite  is,  that 
men  fallen  in  venial  sinnes  after  hir 
100  baptisme,  fro  day  to  day.  /  Ther-of  seith 
Seint  Augustin,  that  'penitence  of  goodo 
and  hnmhlo  folk  is  the  penitence  of  every 
day.'  / 

§  i.  The  spyces  of  Penitence  been  throe. 
That  oon  of  hem  is  solempne,  another  is 
commnne,  and  the  thridde  is  privee.  / 
Thilke  penance  tliat  is  solempne,  is  in 
two  maneres ;  as  to  be  put  out  of  holy 
chirche  in  lente,  for  slaughtre  of  children, 
and  swich  maner  thing.  /  Another  is, 
whan  a  man  hath  sinned  openlj',  of  which 
sinne  the  fame  is  openly  spoken  in  the 
contree ;  and  thanne  holy  chirche  bj' 
jugement  destreineth  him  for  to  do  open 
(30)  penaunce.  /  Commune  isenaunce  is  that 
jireestes  enjoinen  men  comunly  in  certej^n 
caas  ;  as  ior  to  goon,  peraventure,  naked 
105  in  pilgrimages,  or  bare-foot.  /  Privee 
penaunce  is  thilke  that  men  doon  alday 
for  privee  sinnes,  of  whiche  we  shryve  us 
Xirively  and  receyve  privee  penaunce.  / 

§  5.  Now  shaltow  understande  what  is 
bihovely  and  necessarie  to  verray  parfit 
Penitence.  And  this  stant  on  three 
thinges :  /  Contricioun  of  herte,  Con- 
fessioun  of  Mouth,  and  Satisfaccioun.  / 
For  which  seith  Seint  John  Crisostom  : 
'  Penitence  destrejnieth  a  man  to  acoepte 
benignely  every  peyne  that  him  is  en- 
joyned,  with  contricion  of  herte,  and 
shrift  of  mouth,  with  satisl'accion  ;  and 
iu  werkinge  of  alle  maner  humilitee.'  / 
And  this  is  fruitful  Penitence  agayn 
three  thinges  in  whiche  we  wratthe  oure 
1 10  lord  Jesu  Crist :  /  this  is  to  seyn,  by  delyt 
in  thinkinge,  by  recchelesnesse  in  spek- 
inge,  and  by  wikked  sinful  werkinge.  / 
And  agayns  thisc  wikkede  giltes  is  Peni- 
tence, that  may  bo  lyknod  un-to  a  troc.  / 
§  6.  The  rote  of  tliis  tree  is  Contricion, 
that  hydetli  him  in  the  lierto  of  him  that 
is  verray  repentant,  right  as  the  rote  of 
a  tree  hydeth  him  in  the  ertho.  /  Of  the 
rote  of  Contricion  springeth  a  stalke, 
that  bcroth  bi-attnclies  and  leves  of  Con- 
140)  fcssion,  and  fruit  of  .Satisfaccion.  /     For 


which  Crist  seith  iu  his  gospel:  '  dooth 
digne   fruit   of  Penitence ' ;    for  by  this 
fruit  may  men  knowe  this  tree,  and  nat 
by  the  rote  that  is  hid  in  the  herte  of 
man,    ne   by  the  braunches  ne  "hy  the 
leves    of    Confession.  /      And    therefore  1 15 
ouro  Lord  Jesu  Crist  seith  thus  :  '  by  the 
fruit  of  hem  j-e  shul  knovven  hem.'/     Of 
this  rote  eek  springeth  a  seed  of  grace, 
the  wliich  seed  is  moder  of  sikernesse, 
and  this  seed  is  egre  and   hoot.  /    The 
grace   of   this    seed    springeth    of    god, 
thurgh  remembrance  of  the  day  of  dome 
and  on  the  pejmes   of  hoUe.  /     Of  this 
matere  seith  Salomon,  that  '  in  the  drede 
of  god  man  forlctcth  his  sinne.'  /     The 
hete  of  this  seed  is  the  love  of  god,  and 
the   desiring   of    the  joj'e    perdurable.  /  uo 
This  hete  draweth  the  herte  of  a  man  to 
god,   and  dooth   him  baton  his  sinne.  / 
For  soothly,  ther  is  no-thing  that  savovir- 
eth  so  wel  to  a  child  as  the  milk  of  his 
norico,  ne  no-thing  is  to  him  more  abho- 
minable  than    thilko    milk   whan    it   is 
mcdled  with  other  mete.  /     Eight  so  the 
sinful  man  that  lovcth   his   sinne,   him 
semeth  that  it  is  to  him  most  swete  of 
any-thing :  /     but    fro    that   tymo    that 
he  loveth  sadly  our  lord  Jesit  Crist,  and 
desireth  the  lif  perdurable,  ther   nis  to 
him  no-thing  more  abhominable.  /     For  (50) 
soothly,  the  lawe  of  god  is  the  love  of 
god  ;  for  which  David  the  prophcte  seith  : 
'  I  have  loved  thy  lawe  and  hated  wikked- 
nesse   and   hate ' ;    he    that    loveth    god 
kepeth  his  lawe   and   his  word.  /     This  125 
tree  saugh  the  prophcte  Daniel  in  spirit, 
itp-on  the  avision  of  the   king   Xabugo- 
donosor,  whan  he   conseiled  him  to   do 
penitence.  /     Penaunce  is  the  tree  of  lyf 
to   hem  that  it  recciven,   and  he   that 
holdeth    him    in    verray    jienitonce     is 
blessed  ;  after  the  sentence  of  Salomon.  / 
^  7.  In   this    Penitence  or   Contricion 
man    shal    ttnderstonde    foure    thinges, 
that  is  to  seyn,  what  is  Contricion  :  and 
wliiche  been  the  causes  that  moeven  a 
man  to  Contricion  :  and  how  he  sholde 
be  contrit :  and  what  Contricion  availleth 
to  the  soule.  /     Thanne  is  it  thus  :  that 
Contricion  is  the   verray  sorwo   that  a 
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man  receiveth  in  his  horte  for  his  sinnes, 
■with  sad  piirpos  to  shrjTe  liim,  and  to 
dopcnaiinco,  and  nfivernioro  to  dosinno./ 
And  this  sorwe  shal  lieon  in  tliis  m.-uieri', 
as  seith  seint  Bernard  :  '  it  shal  lieon 
he\'y  and  grevous,  and  fnl  sliarpe  and 
130  poinant  in  horte.'  /  First,  for  man  hath 
agilt  liis  lord  and  his  croatnur  ;  and  mf>ro 
sharjic  and  poinant,  for  he  hath  agilt  his 
fader  celestial ;  /  and  yet  more  sliarpe 
and  poinant,  for  he  liatli  wratlied  and 
agilt  him  that  l>ophto  liim  ;  -whirh  with 
his  precious  blood  hath  delivoretl  ns  fro 
the  lx)ndes  of  sLnnc,  and  fro  the  cruel- 
tee  of  the  devel  and  fro  the  peynes  of 
heUe.  / 

§  8.  The  caiises  that  ophte  moevo  a 
man  to  Contricion  hoen  six.  First,  a 
man  shal  rcmombre  him  of  hise  sinnes  ;  / 
but  loke  he  tliat  tliilke  remembrance  ne 
be  to  him  no  delyt  by  no  wey,  but  greet 
shame  and  sorwe  for  his  gilt.  For  Job 
seith  :  '  sinful  men  doon  workes  worthy 
(60)  of  Confession.'  /  And  therfore  seith 
Ezechie  :  '  I  wol  remembre  me  alle  the 
yeres  of  my  lyf,  in  bitternesse  of  mj-n 
135  lierte.'  /  And  god  seith  in  the  Apocalips  : 
'  remcmbreth  yow  fro  whennes  that  ye 
been  falle ' ;  for  biforn  that  tyme  tliat  ye 
sinned,  ye  were  the  children  of  god,  and 
limes  of  the  regne  of  god  ;  /  but  for  your 
sinne  .ye  been  woxen  thral  and  foul,  and 
membres  of  the  feend,  hate  of  anngels, 
sclaundre  of  holj-  chirche,  and  fode  of 
the  false  serpent ;  perpetnel  matere  of 
the  fyr  of  helle.  /  And  yet  more  foul 
and  abhominable,  for  ye  trespassen  so 
ofte  tyme,  as  doth  the  hound  that  re- 
toumeth  to  eten  Lis  spewing.  /  And 
yet  bo  ye  fouler  for  your  longe  con- 
tinuing in  sinne  and  your  sinful  usage, 
for  which  ye  be  roten  in  your  sinne, 
as  a  beest  in  lii^»<long.  /  Swiche  manere 
of  thoghtes  maken  a  man  to  have  shame 
of  his  sinne,  and  no  delyt,  as  god  seith 
40  by  the  prophete  Ezochiel :  /  '  yo  shal 
romenilire  yow  of  j-oure  weyes,  and  they 
shulu  displese  yow.'  Sothly,  sinnes  been 
the  weyes  that  leden  folk  to  helle.  / 

§  0.  The  seconde  cause  that  oghte  make 
a  man  to  have  desdejTi  of  sinne  is  this  : 


that,  as  seith  seint  Peter,  'who-so  that 
doth  sinne  is  thral  of  sinne  ' ;  and  sinne 
put  a  man  in  greet  thraldom.  /  And 
thorforo  Sfitli  the  imipliete  Kzechiol : 
'I  wento  sor%veful  in  desdayn  of  my -self.' 
And  certes,  wel  oghte  a  man  have  des- 
dayn of  siniiP,  and  withdrawf  him  from 
that  thraldom  and  vilcinye./  .■Vndlo.wlint 
seith  Seneca  in  this  matere.  He  seith 
thus  :  '  though  I  wiste  that  neither  gfxl 
ne  man  ne  sholdo  nevero  knowe  it,  yet 
wolde  I  liavo  desdajni  for  to  do  sinne.'  /  jtj) 
Ami  the  same  Sr.neca  also  suith  :  'I  am 
b<^>rn  to  gretter  thinges  than  to  be  thral 
to  my  boily,  or  than  for  to  maken  of  my 
body  a  thral.'  /  N'e  a  fouler  thral  may  i45 
no  man  ne  womman  maken  of  his  lx>dy, 
than  for  to  ycven  his  IkhIv  to  sinne.  / 
Al  were  it  the  fonleste  cherl,  or  the  fonl- 
este  womman  that  livetli,  and  lee-st  of 
value,  yet  is  he  thanne  more  foulo  and 
tnoro  in  servituce.  /  Evere  fro  the  hyer 
degree  that  man  falletli,  tlie  more  is  he 
thral,  and  more  to  god  and  to  the  worhl 
vile  and  abliominable.  /  O  gode  god, 
wel  oglite  man  liave  desdayn  of  sinne :  sith 
that,  thurgh  sinne,  tlier  he  was  free,  now 
is  he  maked  bonde.  /  And  therfore  sej-th 
Seint  Augiistin  :  'if  thou  hast  desdaj-n 
of  thy  servant,  if  he  agilte  or  sinne, 
liave  thou  thanne  desdayn  that  thon 
thy-selfshr>ldest  do  sinne.';'  Take  reward  150 
of  thy  value,  that  thou  ne  be  to  foul  to 
thy-self.  /  Alias !  wel  oghten  they  thanne 
have  desdaj-n  to  been  ser<-anntz  and 
thralles  to  sinne,  and  sore  Ijeen  ashamed 
of  hom-self.  /  that  god  of  his  endelees 
gix)dnesse  hath  set  hem  in  heigh  estaat, 
or  yeven  hem  wit,  strengthe  of  body,  hele, 
beatitee,  prosperitee,  /  and  boghte  hem 
fro  the  deeth  witli  his  herte  blo<id,  that 
they  so  unkindely,  agayns  his  gentilesse, 
quyten  him  so  vileinsly.  to  slanghtre  of 
hir  owene  soules.  /  O  gode  god,  ye  'So) 
wommen  that  been  of  so  greet  beantee, 
remcmbreth  yow  of  the  proverbe  of 
Salomon,  that  seith:/  'he  lyknetli  a  155 
fair  womman,  that  is  a  fool  of  hir  body, 
lyk  to  ft  ring  of  gold  that  were  in  the 
gro^nx  of  a  sowe.'  /  For  riglit  ns  a  sowe 
wroteth  in   everieh   ordure,    so   wroteth 
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rIjo  liir  l>oftntoo  in  tlio  BtinkiiiKO  onlnro 
of  Rinnc.  / 

is  10.    Tlio  tliricUlo   cans©    tlmt    oRhto 

nioovo  a  man  to  Coiitricion,  is  ilrodo  of 

tlio   <la.v  of  <lomP,    anil   of  tlio   liorriblo 

pcynos  of  liollo.  /     For  as  scint  Jfromo 

soith  :  'at  ovpry  tymo  that  ino  romom- 

lirctli  of  tho  (lay  of  domo,  I  qnalco  ;  /  for 

whan  I  oto   or  drinko,   or  wliat-so  that 

T  do,  ovoro  scmeth  mo  that  tho  trom|)<^ 

i6<>  fsowneth  in  myn  oro :  /  I'isoth  up,  yo  that 

hocn  dodo,  and  oomoth  totho  jugomont.'/ 

O  podo  god,  muohologhto  a  man  to  drodo 

swifh    a  jugcnu'iit,    '  tlicr -as  'wo  shnllcn 

hecn  alhi,'  as  srint  Poiil  scilh,  'hiforn  tho 

soto  of  ouro  loril  Jcr\i  Crist';  /  whor-as 

ho   Bhal   mako   a  general   eongregacion, 

wher-as  no  man  may  hoon  ahsent.  /     For 

eertes,  tliero  availlcth  noon  ess<>yno  no 

f'H))  exonsacion.  /     And   nat   only  that  onro 

defantos  shnllon  ho  jiigod,  hnt  eck  that 

i''5  alio  olirewerkesslml Ion  openly  ho  knowo./ 

And   as  seith    Scint   llernani  :    'thor  no 

shal  no  pliMlingo  availlo,  no  no  sieighto  ; 

wo   slmlien  yevon   rekeningo  of  ev(>rich 

ydel  word.'/     Ther  slml  we  lian  a  .jngo 

that  may  nat  hocn  docoivod  no  cdrriipt. 

And  why?    For,  eertes,  alio  our  thof^htes 

hcen  discovered  as  to  him  ;  no  for  jn-eyeio 

no  for  niedo  ho  shal  nat  boon  corrupt.  / 

And  therforo  soith  Salomon  :  'the  wrattho 

of  god  no  wol    nat  sjiarn  no  wight,   for 

jiroyoro   no  for  yifte';    and  therforo,  at 

tho  day  of  doom,  tlier  nis  noon  hope  to 

oscai)e.  /      Whorfont,      as      seith      Seint 

Anselm  :    '  fnl   greet  angwissli  slinl  the 

sinful    folk    liavo    at   that   tymo;/    ther 

shal    tho    sterno  and    wrotho   .jugo   sitto 

above,   and   nniler  him  tho  horrible  ])ut 

of  hello  oj)on  to  dest  royen  liim  that  m(M)t 

hiknowen    hiso    sinncs,    whiche    slnnos 

openly  been   shewed   hiforn  god  and  bi- 

17"  forn  every  rroatnre.  /     And  on  tho  left 

sydo,  mo  dovcles  than  herto  may  hithinko, 

for  to  hario  and  drawo  tho  sinful  soules 

to  tlio  i)yno  of  lielle.  /     And   with-iiino 

tho   hertes  of  folk   shal   bo  the   bytingo 

i;onseioneo,   and  with-onte-foith   shal    bo 

tho  World  al  bronningo.  /     Whi<ler  shal 

fhanne  tho  wre(^ehod  sinful  man  floo  to 

Jiyduji  him?     Cortes,  Jio  may  nat  liyden 


him  ;  ho  mosto  como  forth  and  shewen 
him.'/  For  certos,  as  soith  soint  Jerome: 
'  tlio  ertho  shal  noston  him  out  of  him, 
and  tho  soo  also  ;  and  tho  oyr  also,  that 
shal  bo  fnl  of  thonder-eluppes  and  light- 
ninges.'/  Now  sothly,  who-so  wel  ro- (i<x>) 
mombroth  liim  of  thiso  thinges,  I  gosso 
that  his  sinno  shal  nat  turno  him  in-to 
<lel,\'t,  but  to  greet  sorwe,  for  drodo  of  the 
peyno  of  hoUe.  /  And  thorfore  seitlf  Job  175 
to  goil  :  '  sufl're,  lor<l,  that  T  may  a  whylo 
biwaillo  and  wopo,  or  I  go  with-outo 
returning  to  the  dorko  lond,  eoverod  with 
tho  derknessG  of  deeth  ;  /  to  tho  lond  of 
misc^tio  and  of  dcrknesso,  where-as  is  tho 
shad  wo  of  doeth  ;  whoro-as  ther  is  noon 
ordre  or  ordinance,  hut  grisly  drodo  that 
ovoro  shal  lasto.'  /  Ix),  hero  may  yo  seen 
that  .lob  ))ri'vde  res])yt  a  wliyle,  to  biwepo 
ami  waillo  his  trespas;  ior  soodily  oon 
day  of  respyt  is  bettro  than  al  tho  tresor 
of  tho  world.  /  And  for-as-mueho  as 
a  man  may  acquiten  him-.self  hiforn  god 
by  j)eiiitenco  in  this  world,  anil  nat  by 
trcsor,  therforo  sboldo  ho  jireyo  to  god 
to  yove  him  rcsjiyt  a  whyle,  to  hiwepe 
and  biwaillen  his  trospas.  /  For  cortes, 
al  tho  sorwo  that  a  man  mighto  mako 
fro  tho  beginning  of  tho  worbl,  nis  but 
a  litel  thing  at  regar<l  of  tho  sorwo  of 
hollo.  /  Tho  cause  why  that  Job  clopoth  180 
hello  'tho  lond  of  derknesso ';  /  nndor- 
stondeth  that  ho  clepf^th  it  '  buido '  or 
ortho,  for  it  is  stable,  and  ni^vero  shal 
faillo  ;  '  <lerk,'  for  ho  that  is  in  Indlo  hath 
dcfauto  of  light  material.  /  For  cortes, 
tho  dei'ko  light,  that  shal  como  out  of  tho 
tyr  that  evero  shal  brenne,  shal  turno 
him  al  to  peyno  that  is  in  hello;  for  it 
slieweth  him  to  tho  horrible  devolos  that 
him  tormenton.  /  'Covered  with  the 
derknesso  of  deeth  ' :  that  is  to  seyn,  that 
be  that  is  in  hello  shalHjpvo  defaute  of 
the  sighto  of  god  ;  lor  eertes,  the  sighfe 
of  god  is  tho  l.vf  porilurablo.  /  'The  (no 
derknesso  of  dooth  '  hoon  the  sinncs  that 
tho  wreeehed  man  liath  doon,  whieho 
that  destourbon  him  to  soo  the  time  of 
god  ;  riglit  as  doth  a  dork  eloudo  bitwixo 
us  and  tho  Sonne.  /  '  Ijond  of  misesc  ' :  /  '8S 
by-causo  that  thor  boon  three   maneros 
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of  ilct'iintrs,  acn.vji  throo  tliiiifjoH  tliiit.  folk 
of  tliis   world    lian    in   tliis  proHont   lyf, 
that    is   to   3oy«,    lioiiours,    ilolyces,    and 
richossos.  /     Affiiyns  lioiiour,   liiiv^i    thoy 
in  hello  shanio  and  confusion.  /     Forwcl 
yo  wixji  that  nion  clopon   'honour'  tho 
rovoronco  that  man  doth  to  man  ;  hut  in 
lioUo  is  noon  honour  no  roveronro.     For 
i-ortcs,   na-niom   rcvorcnro    slial   ho   doon 
thtTo  to  a  Kiiijj  tliaii  to  a  knavo.  /      For 
■which  pjod  aoith  liy  tlio  jirophoto  .foreniyo: 
'thilko  tolk  that  mo  dospyHon  shul  hoon 
in    dospyt.' /     '  Himour '    is    ock    clepod 
groct  lordshipo  ;  tliiT  slinl  no  man  scrvon 
other  hut  ol  liiirm  and  tornuwit.   'Honour' 
is  eok  clopod  pjroot  di{jniteo  and  heigli- 
noHso  ;  but    in    hollo   shul    thoy   boon    al 
'<)>>  liirtrodon  of  dovoles.  /     And  poii    soith  : 
'the    horrililo    dovolos    sliullc    (^oon    and 
comon  up-on  thn  hovodos  of  tho  dampnod 
folk.'     And  this  is  for-a.s-mncho  as,  tho 
hycr  that  thoy  worn  in  this  pro.sont  lyf, 
tho    moro  sliullo  thoy  boon    abatod    and 
dofoulcd  in  hollo.  /     Afrayiis  tlio  richo3.so.s 
of  this  worM,  shul  thoy   ban    mifio.><o  of 
poverto  ;   and  this  poverte  slial  beon  in 
fouro  thinROs:/  in  dofatito  of  trosor,  of 
■whi(di  that  David  siMth  ;   'tho  richo  folk, 
that  ond)raco(lcii  and  onodon  al  hirhorto 
to  trosor  of  this  world,  shul  slopo  in  tho 
slepingo  of  docth  ;  and  no-thing  no  sluil 
thoy   findon    in    hir    handos   of    al   liir 
trosor.'  /     An<l  moro-ovor,  tho  misoi.so  of 
hollo  .slial  boon  in  dtd'auto  of  inoto   and 
^jo)  drinko.  /     For  go<l  soith  thus  hy  Moysoa  ; 
'  thoy  shtil  boon  wasted  with  hungor,  and 
tho   hriddos  of  hollo  sliul   dovouron  bom 
with  bitter  deetli,  and  tiio   gallo   of  tho 
dragon    shal    boon    hir   drinko,  and    tho 
195  vonim  of  tho  tlrngon  hir  morsels.'  /     And 
forthor-ovor,    hir   misciso    shal    l)oon    in 
dofauto  of  cl<itliing:    for  thoy   slmllo  bo 
naked  in  bodya^  of  cli>fhing,  save  tlio  fyr 
in  which  thoy  bronno  andothoro  Tdthos;  / 
and  naked  shnl  thoy  boon  of  soulo,  of  alio 
manoro  vortuos,  which  that  is  tho  cloth- 
ing of  tho  soulo.    Where  been  tlianno  tho 
gay«!  rol)<>3  anil  tho  softo  shotes  and  the 
amalo  ahortcs  ?  /     Lo,  what  soith  gml  of 
bom  by  tho  projihoto  Tsayo  :  '  that  under 
hem  shul  been  strawod  motthes,  and  hir 
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I'ovorturos    sliullo    lioon    of    wormos    of 
hollo.'  /     And    forthcr-over,    hir   miseiso 
shal  lioon  in  dofauto  of  froomlos  ;  for  ho 
nis  iiat  jiovro  (hat  hath  goodo  froondos, 
but  there  is  no  freend  ;  /   for  ni'ithor  god 
n*  no  creature  shal  lieon  froond  to  horn, 
and    ovorich    of  horn    shal    baton    other 
with  doodly  hato.  /     'The  sonos  and  tho  joi 
doghtron   shullen   robellen    ngayns    faili'r 
and  niooder,  and  kinreile  agayns  kiiiredo, 
and  ohydon  and  dospyson  ovorich  of  horn 
other,'  botho  day  and  night,  ns  god  soith 
by    tho    ])ro)>hoto     Michias.  /       Anil     tho 
lovlngo    children,   that   whylom    lovoden 
BO  fleshly  ovorich  other,    wohien  evorich 
of  hem  oton  other  if  thoy  mighto.  /     For 
howsholdon  thoy  lovo  hem  togidro  in  tho 
peyno   of  hollo,    whan   thoy  hated   ech    of 
hem  other  in  the  jinisperiteo  of  this  lyf?  / 
Kor  tnisto  wel,  hir  ileshly  love  was  doodly 
hato  ;  ns  seith  tho  propheto  David :  '  who- 
so that  loveth  wikkodnesso  ho  hatetli  his 
sonic.'/     And  who-so   hatoth    his   owone(iV>) 
soule,    <'ertos,    ho    may    lovo    noon    other 
wight   in   no    mancro.  /     And    therefore,  jd,-; 
in  hoUe  is  no  solos  no  no  frondshipo,  but 
ovoro  tho  moro  fleshly  kinroih'S  that  been 
in   hello,   the    moro   cursingos,   the   moro 
(diydinges,  and  tho  moro  decdiy  bate  ther 
is  among  hem.  /     And  forthcr-over,  thoy 
shul  havo  dofauto  of  alio  monoro  delyces  ; 
for   certos,   delycos  been   after  tho  appo- 
tytop  of  the  fyvo  wittos,  assighte,  heringo, 
smellingo,    savoriuge,    and    touchin>;e.  / 
lint    in    liellu    hir  sighto  shal   ho  ful    of 
derknesso  and  of  smoke,  and  thertbro  ful 
of  tores  ;    and    hir   heringo,   ful   of  way- 
inontiugo  and  of  grintintjo  of  teeth,  as 
soith  .lesu  (Jrist ;  /   hir  nosothirles  shullen 
bo  ful  of  stinkingo  stink.     And  as  seith 
Isaye  tho  propheto:    'hir  savoring  shal 
Ikj  ful  of  bitter  galle.'  /     And  touohinne 
of  al   hir  body,  y-covored  with  '  fyr  that 
novere  shal  quoncho,  and  with  wormos 
that  novoro  shul  dyen,'  as  go«l  seith  by 
tho  month  of  Isayo.  /     And  for-as-mucho  a  10 
as  they  shul    nat    wono    that    thoy   may 
dyen    for   peyno,   and    by   hir  deetli   iloo 
fro  pejTie,  that  may  thoy  undorstondcn 
by  tho  word  of  Job,  that  seith:  '  thor-as 
is   the   shatlwe    of    deeth.'  /      Cortes,    a 
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shadwc  liath  the  lyknesse  of  the  thing 
of  whicli  it  is  shadwo,  but  shadwe  is  nat 
the  same  thing  of  which  it  is  shadwe.  / 
Right  so  fareth  the  pcync  of  helle ;  it  is 
]yk  decth  for  the  horrible  angnissh,  and 
why?  For  it  pcyneth  hem  evere,  as 
though  they  sholdo  dye  anon  ;  bnt  certes 
they  shal  nat  dye.  /  Foi-  as  seith  Seint 
Gregorie:  'to  wrecehe  caytives  shal  be 
deeth  ^Wth-oute  deeth,  and  ende  with- 
outen  cude,  and  defaute  with-oute  fail- 

(140)  inge.  /  For  hir  deeth  shal  alwey  liven, 
and  hir  cnde  shal  cveremo  biginno,  aiid 
215  hir  defaute  shal  nat  faille.'  /  And  ther- 
fore  seith  Seint  John  the  Evangelist : 
'  they  shullen  folwe  deeth,  and  they  shul 
nat  finde  him  ;  and  they  shiil  desyren 
to  dye,  and  deeth  shal  flee  fro  hem.'  / 
And  eek  Job  seith :  that  '  in  helle  is 
noon  ordre  of  rule.'  /  And  al-be-it  so 
that  god  hath  creat  alle  thinges  in  right 
ordrc,  and  no-thing  with-outen  ordre, 
but  alle  thinges  been  orde.^Tied  and  nom- 
bred ;  yet  nathelees  the.v  that  been 
dampned  been  no-thing  in  ordre,  ne 
holden  noon  ordre.  /  For  the  erthe  ne 
shal  here  hem  no  fruit.  /  For,  as  the 
prophete  David  seith  :  '  god  shal  destroye 
the  fruit  of  the  erthe  as  fro  hem ' ;  ne 
■water  ne  shal  yeve  hem  no  moistiire  ;  ne 
220  the  ejT  no  refresshing,  ne  fyr  no  light.  / 
For  as  seith  seint  Basilie :  '  the  brenninge 
of  the  fjT  of  this  world  shal  god  yeven  in 
helle  to  hem  that  been  dampned  ;  /  but 
the  light  and  the  cleernesse  shal  be  yeven 
in  lievene  to  hiso  children  ';  right  as  the 
gode  man  ycveth  flesh  to  hise  children, 
and  bones  to  his  houndes.  /  And  for 
they  shnllcn  have  noon  hope  to  escape, 
seith  seint  Job  atte  laste :  that  '  ther 
shal  horrour  and  grisly  drede  dwcllen 
with-outen  ende.'  /  Horrour  is  alwey 
drede  of  hama  that  is  to  come,  and  this 
drede  shal  evere  dwelle  in  the  hertcs  of 
hem  that  been  dampned.  And  therefore 
han   tliey  lorn  al   hir   hope,   for   so\ene 

("150)  causes.  /     First,  for  god  that  is  hir  juge 

shal  be  with-onten  mercy  to  hem  ;    ne 

they  may  nat  plese  him,  ne  noon  of  hise 

halvves ;    ne  they  no  may  yeve  no-thing 

225  for  hir  raunson  ;  /  ne  they  have  no  vols 


to  speke  to  him  ;  ne  they  may  nat  flee 
fro  peyne  ;  ne  they  have  no  goodnesse  in 
hem,  that  they  mowe  shewe  to  delivero 
hem  fro  pejTie.  /  And  therforo  seith 
Salomon  :  '  the  wikkod  man  dyeth  ;  and 
whan  he  is  deed,  he  shal  have  noon  hope 
to  escape  fro  peyne.'  /  Who-so  thanne 
wolde  wel  understande  these  pej^nes,  and 
bithinkc  him  weel  that  he  hath  deserved 
thilke  pe.vnes  for  his  sinnes,  certes,  h© 
sholde  have  more  talent  to  syken  and  to 
wepe  than  for  to  singen  and  to  plcye.  / 
For  as  that  seith  Salomon  :  '  Avho-so  that 
hadde  the  science  to  knowe  the  poj-nes 
that  been  establissed  and  ordeyned  for 
sinne,  ho  woklo  make  sorwe.'  /  '  Thilke 
science,'  as  seith  seint  Augustin,  '  maketh 
a  man  to  waymenten  in  his  herte.'/  230 

§  11.  The  fourthe  point,  that  oghte 
maken  a  man  to  have  contricion,  is  the 
sor^veful  remembrance  of  the  good  that 
he  hath  left  to  doon  here  in  erthe  ;  and 
eek  the  good  that  he  hath  lorn.  /  Soothly, 
the  gode  werkes  that  he  hath  left,  outher 
they  been  the  gode  werkes  that  he 
wroghte  er  he  fel  in-to  deedly  sinne,  or 
elles  the  gode  werkes  that  he  wroghte 
while  he  lay  in  sinne.  /  Soothly,  the 
gode  werkes,  that  he  dide  biforn.  that  he 
fil  in  sinne,  been  al  mortified  and  astoned 
and  dulled  by  the  oite  sinning.  /  The 
othore  gode  Averkes,  that  he  wroghte 
whyl  he  laj^  in  deedly  sinne,  thc.v  been 
outrely  dede  as  to  the  l.vf  perdurable  in 
hevene.  /  Thanne  thilke  gode  werkes  (i6c 
that  been  mortified  b.v  ofte  sinning, 
whiche  gode  werkes  he  dide  whji  he  was 
in  charitee,  ne  mowe  nevere  qiiiken  agayn 
with-outen  verray  penitence.  /  And  ther-  235 
of  soitli  god,  by  the  mouth  of  Ezechiel : 
that,  'if  the  rightful  man  returne  aga.\^l 
from  his  rightwisnesse  and  werke  wikked- 
ncsse,  shal  he  live?'  /  Nay;  for  alle  the 
gode  werkes  that  he  hath  wroght  ne  shul 
nevere  been  in  remembrance  ;  for  he  shal 
dyon  in  his  sinne.  /  And  up-on  thilke 
chai)itre  seith  seint  Gregorie  thus  :  'that 
we  shulle  understonde  this  principally;  / 
that  whan  we  doon  deedly  sinne,  it  is 
for  noght  thanne  to  rehercen  or  drawen 
in-to  memorie  the  gode  werkes  that  we 
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lian  ■wroglit  biforn.'  /  For  certes,  in  the 
wcrkingo  of  the  decilly  siiinc,  ther  is  no 
tmst  to  no  good  werk  that  we  lian  doon 
bitbm  ;  tlint  is  to  seyn,  as  for  to  have 

240  tliorljy  the  lyf  perdurable  in  heveno.  / 
But  natlielees,  the  gode  werkcs  quikeu 
agayn,  and  comen  aga>Ti,  and  lielpen, 
and  availlen  to  have  the  Ijrf  perdurable 
in  heveno,  vhan  we  han  contricion.  / 
But  soothlj-,  the  gode  werkes  tliat  men 
doon  whyl  they  been  in  deedly  sinne, 
t'or-as-muche  as  they  were  doon  in  deedly 
sinne,  they  may  nevere  qniken  agayn.  / 
For  certes,  thing  that  nevere  hadde  lyt' 
may  nevere  quikene ;  and  natlielees,  al- 
be-it  that  thoy  ne  availle  noght  to  han 
the  lyf  perdurable,  yet  availlen  they  to 
abregge  of  the  peyne  of  helle,  or  elles  to 
getcn  temporal  richesse,  /  or  olles  that 
god  wole  the  rather  enlumine  and  lightne 
the  herto  of   the  sinful  man    to    have 

170)  repentance ;  /  and  eek  they  availlen  for 
to  usen  a  man  to  doon  gode  werkes,  that 
the   feend   have   the   hisse  jwwer  of  his 

245  soule.  /  And  thus  the  curteis  lord  Jesu 
Crist  wole  tliat  no  good  werk  be  lost ; 
for  in  somwhat  it  shal  availle.  /  But 
for-as-muche  as  the  gode  werkes  that 
men  doon  whjl  they  been  in  good  lyf, 
been  al  mortified  by  sinne  folwinge  ;  and 
.  eek,  sith  that  alle  the  gode  werkes  that 
men  doon  whyl  they  been  in  deedly 
synne,  been  outrely  dede  as  for  to  have 
the  Ij'f  perdurable  ;  /  wel  may  that  man, 
that  no  gootl  werke  ne  dooth,  singe  thilke 
newe  Frenshe  song  :  '  Jay  tout  perdu  inon 
temps  et  mon  labour.'  /  For  certes,  sinne 
bireveth  a  man  bothe  gootlnesse  of  nature 
and  eek  the  goodnesse  of  grace.  /  For 
soothly,  the  grace  of  the  holy  goost 
fareth  lyk  fyr,  that  may  nat  been  ydel ; 
for  fyr  faileth  anoon  as  it  forleteth  his 
wiikinge,  and  right  so  grace  fayleth 
50  anoon  as  it  forleteth  Jiis  werkinge.  / 
Than  leseth  the  sinful  man  the  g<X)dneS3e 
of  glorie,  that  only  is  bihight  to  gode 
jnen  that  labouren  and  werken.  /  Wel 
may  he  be  soiy  thanne,  that  oweth  al 
hislif  to  god  as  longe  as  he  hath  lived, 
and  eek  as  longe  as  ho  shal  live,  that  no 
goodnesse  ne  hath  to  paye  with  his  dette 


!  to  god,  ti)  whom  ho  oweth  al  his  lyf.  / 
For  tmst  wd,  'he  shal  yeven  aconntcs,' 
as  seith  seint  Bernard,  '  of  alle  the  godes 
that  han  be  yeven  him  in  this  present 
lyf,  ajid  how  he  hatli  hem  despended  ;  / 
in  so  mucho  tliat  ther  shal  nat  pcris.sc  an 
heer  of  his  hee<l,  ne  a  moment  of  an 
houre  ne  shal  nat  pcrisse  of  his  tyme, 
that  ho  ne  shal  ycvo  of  it  a  rokoning.'  /      (180) 

§  12.  The  lifthe  thing  that  oghtc  nioeve 
a  man  to  contricion,  is  remembrance  of 
the  passion  that  oure  lord  Jesu  Crist 
suJfred  for  cure  siunes.  /  For,  as  seith  255 
seint  Bernard  :  '  whjl  that  I  live,  I  shal 
have  remembrance  of  the  travailles  that 

I  oure  lord  Crist  sulfred  in  preching  ;  /  his 
werinesse  in  travailling,  hiso  temptaciong 
whan  he  fastetl,  hiso  longe  wakinges 
whan  he  prej-de,  hiso  tores  whan  that 
he  weep  for  pitee  of  good  iieplc  ;  /  the 
wo  and  the  shame  and  the  filthe  that 
men  seyden  to  liim  ;  of  tho  foule  spitting 
that  men  spitte  in  his  face,  of  the 
buffettes  that  men  yaven  him,  of  the 
I'oule  niowes,  and  of  the  reproves  that 
men  to  him  seyden  ;  /  of  the  nayles  witli 
whiche  ho  was  nailed  to  the  croys,  and 
of  al  the  remenant  of  his  passion  that  he 
sulfred  for  my  sinnes,  and  nothing  for 
his  gilt.'  /  And  j'o  shui  understonde, 
that  in  manncs  sinne  is  every  manere  of 
ordre  or  ordinance  turned  up-so-doun.  /  260 
For  it  is  sooth,  that  god,  and  re.son,  and 
sensualitee,  and  the  body  of  man  been  so 
ordeyned,  that  everich  of  thise  foure 
thinges  sholde  have  lordshipe  over  that 
other  ;  /  as  thus  :  god  sholde  have  lord- 
shipe over  reson,  and  reson  over  sensu- 
alitee, and  sensualitee  over  the  body  of 
man.  /     But  sothly,  whan  man  sinneth, 

[  al  this  ordre  or  ordinance  is  turned 
up-so-doun.  /  And  therfore  thanne,  for- 
as-muche  as  the  reson  of  man  ne  wol  nat 
be  subget  ne  obeisant  to  g')d,  that  is  liis 
lord  by  right,  therfore  leseth  it  the  lortl- 
shipie  that  it  sholde  have  over  sensualitee, 
and  eek  over  the  body  of  man.  /     And  (190) 

'  why  ?  For  sensualitee  rcbcUeth  thanne 
agaj-ns  reson  ;  arul  by  that  wey  leseth 
rosori  the  lordshipe  over  sensualitee  and 
over  the  body.  /    For  right  as  reson  is  265 
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rebel  to  god,  riglit  so  is  botbe  sensualitee 
rebel  to  reson  and  tbe  body  also.  /     And 
certos,    this   disordinance    and    this    re- 
l>eUion    oure    lord    Jesii    Crist    aboghto 
up-on   bis  i>rocioiis   body  ful   dere,   and 
bcrkneth  in  wliich  wyse.  /  For-as-mucbe 
thanne  as  reson  is  rebel  to  god,  therfore 
is  man  worthy  to  have  sorwe  and  to  be 
deed.  /     Tills  suffred  ouro  lord  Josii  Crist 
for  naan,  alter  that  he  hadde  be  bitraysed 
of    his    disciple,     and     distrejTied    and 
bounde,  'so  that  his  blood  brast  out  at 
every  nail  of  hise  handcs,'  as  seith  seint 
August  in.  /      And    forther-over,    for-as- 
muchel   as    reson    of   man   ne  -nvoI  nat 
daunte  sensualitee  whan  it  may,  therfore 
is  man  -worthy  to  have  shame ;  and  this 
suffred   oure  lord   Jesu    Crist  for  man, 
270  whan  they  spetten  in  his  visage.  /     And 
forther-over,  for-as-muchel  thanne  as  the 
caitif  body  of  man  is  rebel  bothe  to  reson 
and  to  sensualitee,  therfore  is  it  worthy 
the  deeth.  /     And  this  su^ffred  oure  lord 
Jesu   Crist    for    man   up-on    the    croys, 
where-as  ther  was  no  part  of  his  body 
free,  with-outen  greet  peyne  and  bitter 
passion.  /      And    al    this    suffred    Jesu 
Crist,  that  nevere  forfeted.    And  therfore 
resonably  may  be  seyd  of  Jesu  in   this 
manere  :    '  to  muchel  am  I  peyned  for 
the  thinges  that  I  nevere  deserved,  and 
to  muche  dnfouled  for  shendshipe  that 
man  is  worthy  tb  have.'  /     And  therfore 
may  the   sinlul  man  wel  seye,  as  seith 
seint  Bernard :  '  acursed  be  the  bitter- 
nesse  of  my  sinne,  for  which  ther  moste 
(200)  be  suffred  so  muchel  bittemesso.'  /     For 
certes,  after  the  diverse  discordances  of 
oure   wikkednesses,  was   the   passion   of 
275  Jesu  Crist  ordeyned  in  diverse  thinges,  / 
•as  thils.     Certes,  sinful  mannes  soule  is 
bitraysed   of   the   devel   by   coveitise    of 
temporcl    prospcriteo,    and    scorned    by 
deceite  whan  ho  cheseth  fleshly  delyces  ; 
and  yet  is  it  tormented  by  inpacicnce  of 
adversitee,   and    bispet  by   servage  and 
subjeccio'n  of  sinne ;  and  atte  laste  it  is 
slajTi  fjTially.  /     For  tliis  disordinaunce 
of  sinful   man  was   Jesu    Crist   first  bi- 
traysed, and  after  that  was  he  bounde, 
that  cam   for  to  unbynden  us  of  sinne 


and  peyne.  /  Thanne  was  he  biscorned, 
that  only  sholde  ban  been  honoured  in 
alle  thinges  and  of  alle  thinges.  /  Thanne 
was  his  visage,  that  oghte  be  desired 
to  be  scyn  of  al  man-kindc,  in  which 
visage  aungels  desjTcn  to  looke,  vilejnslj' 
bispet.  /  Thanne  was  he  scourged  that 
no-thing  hadde  agilt ;  and  fynally,  thanne 
was  he  crucified  and  slayn.  /  Tlianne  aSc 
was  acomiiliccd  the  word  of  Isaye :  '  he 
was  wounded  for  oure  misdedes,  and 
defouled  for  oure  felonies.'  /  Now  sith 
that  Jesu  Crist  took  up-on  him-self  the 
peyne  of  alle  oure  wikkednesses,  muchel 
oghte  sinful  man  wepen  and  biwaj-le, 
that  for  hise  sinnes  goddes  sone  of 
hevene  sholde  al  this  peyne  endure.  / 

§  13.  The  sixte  thing  that  oghte  moevo 
a  man  to  contricion,  is  the  hope  of  three 
thynges ;  that  is  to  seyn,  forj-ifnesse  of 
sinne,  and  the  yifte  of  grace  wel  for  to 
do,  and  the  glorie  of  hevene,  with  which 
god  shal  guerdonc  a  man  for  hise  gode 
dedes.  /  And  for-as-muche  as  Jesu  Crist 
yeveth  us  thise  j-iftcs  of  his  largesse  and 
of  his  soverej-n  bountee,  therfore  is  he 
cleped  Jegus  Nazarcniis  rex  Judeorwn.  /  (21 
Jesus  is  to  seyn  'saveour'  or  'salvacion,' 
on  whom  men  shul  hope  to  have  forj-if- 
nesse  of  sinnes,  which  that  is  proprely 
salvacion  of  sinnes.  /  And  therfore  seyde  a8 
the  aungel  to  Joseph  :  '  thou  shalt  clepen 
his  name  Jesus,  that  shal  saven  his  i)cplo 
of  hir  sinnes.'  /  And  heer-of  seith  seint 
Peter :  '  ther  is  noon  other  name  under 
hevene  that  is  yeve  to  any  man,  by  which 
a  man  may  be  saved,  but  only  Jesus.'  / 
NazareiiKS  is  as  muche  for  to  seye  as 
'  florisshinge,'  in  which  a  man  shal  hope, 
that  he  that  yeveth  him  remission  of 
sinnes  shal  yeve  him  eek  grace  wel  for  to 
do.  For  in  the  flour  is  hope  of  fniit  in 
t.vTne  eominge  ;  and  in  foryifnesse  ■  of 
sinnes  hoj^e  of  grace  wel  for  to  do.  / 
'  I  was  atte  dore  of  thyn  herte,'  seitli 
Jesus,  'and  cleped  for  to  entre  ;  he  that 
openeth  to  me  shal  have  foryifnesse  of 
sinne.  /  I  wol  entre  in-to  him  by  my 
grace,  and  soujje  with  him,'  by  the  goode 
werkes  that  he  shal  doon  ;  whiche  werkos 
been  the   foode   of  god ;    '  and  he   shal 
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soi^po  with  ine,'  by  the  grote  joyc  that 
290  I  shal  yeven  him.  /  TIuis  shiil  man  hope, 
for  hise  werkes  of  penaunce,  that  god 
shall  yeven  him  his  ro^o  ;  as  ho  bihoteth 
him  in  the  g^spol.  / 

g  14.  Now  shal  a  man  imdorstondo,  in 
which  inanore  shal  been  his  contricion. 
L  sej'e,  that  it  shal  been  universal  and 
total ;  this  is  to  seyn,  a  man  slial  be 
verraj-  repentant  for  alle  hiso  sinne.s  that 
he  hath  doon  in  delyt  of  his  thoght  ;  for 
ilelyt  is  ful  perilous.  /  For  ther  been 
,  two  manere  of  consentinges  ;  that  oon  of 
I  hem  is  clened  conscntinge  of  afifeccion. 
whan  a  man  is  moeved  to  do  sinne,  and 
delj-toth  him  longo  for  to  thinke  on  that 
sinne  ;  /  and  his  reson  aperceyveth  it 
wel,  that  it  is  sinne  agayns  the  lawe  of 
god,  ai)d  yet  his  reson  refrejTieth  nat  his 
foul  delyt  or  talent,  though  he  see  wel 
apertly  that  it  is  agayns  the  reverence  of 
god ;  al-though  his  reson  ne  consente 
!2o)  noght  to  doon  that  sinne  in  dode,  /  yet 
seyn  somme  doctours  that  swich  delyt 
that  dwelleth  longe,  it  is  ful  perilous, 
295  al  b<^t  nevere  so  lite.  /  And  also  a  man 
sholde  sorwe,  namely,  for  al  that  evere 
he  hath  desired  agajTi  the  lawe  of  god 
with  perfit  consentingo  of  his  reson  ;  for 
ther-of  is  no  doute,  that  it  is  deedly  sinne 
in  consentinge.  /  For  certes,  ther  is  no 
deedly  sinne,  that  it  nas  first  in  manncs 
thought,  and  after  that  in  his  delyt ;  and 
so  forth  in-to  consentinge  and  in-to  dede./ 
Whert'oro  I  seye,  that  many  men  ne  rc- 
penten  hem  nevere  of  swiche  thoghtcs 
and  delytes,  ne  nevere  shi-yven  hem  of  it, 
but  only  of  the  dede  of  grete  sLnnes 
outward.  /  AVherfore  I  seye,  that  swiche 
wikked  delj-tcs  and  wikked  thoghtes  been 
subtile  bigj-leres  of  hem  that  shuUen  be 
dampned.  /  More-over,-  man  oghte  to 
sorwe  for  hise  wikkede  woriles  as  wel  as 
for  hiso  wikkede  dedes  ;  for  certes,  the 
repentance  of  a  singuler  sinne,  and  nat 
repente  of  alle  hise  othere  siunes,  or  elles 
repeuten  him  of  alio  hise  othere  sinnes, 
ami  nat  of  a  singider  sinne,  may  nat 
o<)  uvuille.  /  For  certes,  god  almighty  is  al 
good ;  and  ther-fore  he  foryeveth  al,  or 
elles  right  noght.  /    And  heer-of  seith 
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seint  Augustin  :  '  I  woot  certeinly  /  that 
god  is  enemy  to  evcrich  sinnero  ' ;  and 
how  thanno  ?  Ho  that  observeth  o  sinne, 
shal  he  have  fori-ifnesse  of  the  retoe- 
nanut  of  hiso  othero  sinnes  ?  Xay.  / 
And  forther-over,  contricion  sholdu  bo 
wonder  sorweful  and  anguissous.  and 
therfore  yeveth  him  god  plejTiIy  his 
mercy ;  and  therfore.  whan  ni\'  soule 
was  anguissous  with-inno  nu-,  1  hadde 
remembrance  of  gi)d  that  my  prcyere 
mighte  como  to  him.  /  Forther-over,  (lyt) 
contricion  moste  be  continncl,  and  that 
man  have  stedcfast  purpos  to  shry%'en 
him,  and  for  to  amenden  him  of  his  Ij-f.  /  305 
For  soothly,  whyl  contricion  lasteth,  man 
maj-  evere  have  hope  of  foryifnesso  ;  and 
of  this  comth  hate  of  sinne,  that  destroy- 
eth  sinne  bothe  in  himself,  and  cek  in 
other  folk,  at  his  power.  /  Fur  which 
seith  David  :  '  ye  that  loven  gotl  hateth 
wikkednesse.'  For  trusteth  wel,  to  love 
god  is  for  to  love  that  he  loveth,  and 
hate  that  he  hateth.  / 

§  15.  The  lasto  thing  that  man  shal 
understonde  in  contricion  is  this:  whcr- 
of  avayleth. contricion.  I  seye,  that  som 
tyme  contricion  delivereth  a  man  fro 
sinne ;  /  of  which  that  DaWd  seith  : 
■  I  seye,'  quod  David,  that  is  to  se.yu, 
'  I  iJurposed  fermely  to  shrJ•^•o  mo  ;  and 
thow.  Lord,  relesedest  my  sinne.'  /  Antl 
right  so  as  contricion  availleth  noght, 
with-outen  sad  purpos  of  shrifte,  if  man 
have  oportuuitee,  right  so  litel  worth  is 
shritto  or  satisfaccion  with-outen  con- 
tricion../ And  more-over,  contricion  }n> 
dostroyeth  the  prison  of  helle,  and  maketh 
wayk  and  feble  alio  the  strengthes  of  the 
develes,  and  restoreth  the  yiftes  of  the 
holy  goost  and  of  alio  gode  rertues  ;/  and 
it  clenseth  the  soule  of  sinne,  and 
delivereth  the  soule  fro  the  pej-ne  of 
helle.  and  fro  the  companye  of  the  devel, 
and  fro  the  servivge  of  sinne,  and  restoreth 
it  to  alle  godes  espirituels,  and  to  the 
companye  and  communion  of  holy 
chirche.  /  And  forther-over,  it  maketh 
li'un  that  whylom  was  sone  of  ire  to  be 
sone  of  grace  ;  and  alle  thiso  thinges  been 
preved  bj-  holy  writ.  /     And  therfore,  ho 
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that  wolde  sette  liis  entente  to  thise 
thinges,  lie  were  ful  wys  ;  for  sootlily,  he 
ne  sholde  nafc  thanne  in  al  his  lyf  have 
comg^  to  sinne,  but  yoven  his  hoJy  and 
al  his  herte  to  the  service  of  Jesn  Crist, 
(240)  and  ther-of  doon  him  hommage.  /  For 
soothly,  otire  swete  lord  Jesn  Crist  hath 
spared  us  so  debonairly  in  our  folies,  that 
if  he  ne  hadde  pitee  of  mannes  soule, 
315  a  sory  song  we  mighten  alle  singe./ 

Explicit  prima  pars  Penitentie ;    ef 
sequitur  secunda  pars  eiusdem. 

§  16.  The  seconde  partie  of  Penitence  is 
Confession,  that  is  signe  of  contricion.  / 
Now  shul  ye  understonde  what  is  Con- 
fession, and  whether  it  oghte  nedes  be 
doon  or  noon,  and  whiche  thinges  been 
covenable  to  verray  Confession.  / 

§  17.  First  shaltow  understonde  that 
Conlession  is  verray  shewinge  of  sinnes 
to  the  preest ;  /  this  is  to  seyn  '  verray-,' 
for  he  nioste  confessen  him  of  alle  the 
condiciouns  that  bilongen  to  his  sinue,  as 
ferforth  as  he  can.  /  Al  moot  be  seyd, 
and  no  thing  excused  ne  hid  ne  for- 
wrapped,  and  noght  avaunte  him  of  his 
320  gode  werkes.  /  And  fbrther  over,  it  is 
necessarie  to  understonde  whennes  that 
sinnes  springen,  and  how  they  encresen, 
and  whiche  they  been.  / 

§  18.  Of  the  springinge  of  sinnes  seith 
soint  Paul  in  this  wise  :  that  '  right  as  by 
a  man  sinne  cntred  first  in-to  this  world, 
and  thurgh  that  sinne  deeth,  riglit  so 
thilke  deeth  entred  in-to  alle  men  that 
sinneden.'/  And  this  num  was  Adam, 
liy  whom  sinne  entred  in-to  this  world 
whan  he  brak  the  comaundement  of 
god.  /  And  tiiorforc,  ho  that  first  Mas  so 
mighty  that  ho  sholde  not  have  dj-ed, 
l)icam  swich  oon  that  he  moste  nedes  dye, 
whether  he  wolde  or  noon  ;  and  all  his 
progenie  in  this  world  that  in  thilke  man 
(250)  sinneden.  /  Loke  that  in  th'estaat  of 
innocence,  when  Adam  and  Eve  naked 
weren  in  paradya,  and  no-thing  ne  hadden 
325  shame  of  hir  nakednesse,  /  how  that  the 
serpent,  that  was  most  wyly  of  alio  otliere 
bestes  that  god  hadde  maked,  seyde  to 


the  womman  :  '  why  comaunded  god  to 
yow,  ye  sholde  nat  eten  of  every  tree  in 
paradys  ?  '  /  The  womman  answerde  : 
'  of  the  fruit,'  quod  she,  '  of  the  trees  in 
paradys  we  fedon  us  ;  but  soothly,  of  the 
fruit  of  the  tree  that  is  in  the  middcl  of 
paradys,  god  forbad  us  for  to  ete,  ne  nat 
touchen  it,  lest  per-aventure  we  shoul4 
dyen.'  /  The  sei-pent  seyde  to  the  wom- 
man :  '  nay,  nay,  ye  shul  nat  dyen  of 
deeth  ;  for  sothe,  god  woot,  that  what  day 
that  ye  eten  ther-of,  youre  eyen  shnl 
opene,  and  ye  shul  been  as  goddes, 
knowinge  good  and  harm.  '/  The  wom- 
man thanne  saugh  that  the  tree  was  good 
to  feding,  and  fair  to  the  eyen,  and 
delytable  to  the  sighte ;  she  tok  of  the 
fruit  of  the  tree,  and  eet  it,  and  yaf  to  hir 
housbondo,  and  ho  eet ;  and  anoon  the 
eyen  of  hem  botho  openeden.  /  And 
whan  that  they  Icnewe  tliat  they  were 
naked,  they  sowed  of  fige-leves  a  manore 
of  breches  to  laden  hir  niombres.  /  There  33c 
may  ye  seen  that  deedly  sinne  hath  first 
suggestion  of_^the  feend,  as  sheweth  here 
by  the  naddre  ;  and  afterward,  the^lelyt 
of  the  flesh,  as  sheweth  here  by  Eve  ;  and 
after  that,  the  consentmge  of  resoun,  as 
sheweth  here  by  Adam.  /  For  trust  wel, 
tliogh  so  were  that  the  feend  tempted  Eve, 
that  is  to  seyn  the  flesh,  and  the  flesh  hadde 
delyt  in  the  beaut ee  of  the  fruit  defended, 
yet  certes,  til  that  resoun,  that  is  to  seyn, 
Adam,  consented  to  the  etinge  of  the 
fruit,  yet  stood  he  in  th'estaat  of  inno- 
cence. /  Of  thilke  Adam  toke  wo  thilke 
sinne  original ;  for  of  him  fleshly  de- 
scended be  we  alle,  and  cngendred  of  vile 
and  corrupt  matere.  /  And  whan  the 
soule  is  put  in  our  body,  right  anon  is 
contract  original  sinne ;  and  that,  that 
was  erst  but  only  peyne  of  concupiscence, 
is  afterward  bothe  peyne  and  sinne.  /  (2* 
And  thorfore  be  we  alle  born  sones  of 
wrattho  and  of  dampnacion  perdurable,  if 
it  noro  baptesme  that  we  reccyven,  which 
binimeth  ns  the  culpo  ;  but  for  sothe,  the 
peyne  dwelleth  with  tj3,  as  to  tempta- 
cion,  which  peyne  highte  concupiscence.  /  33 
Wlian  it  is  wrongfully  disposed  or  or- 
deyned  in  man.  it  muketh  him  coveite, 
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hv  coveitise  of  flesh,  floslily  siiino,  }>y 
sighto  of  liise  eycn  as  to  irtliely  tlujiges, 
and  coveitise  of  liynesse  by  prj-de  of 
lierte.  / 

§  19.  Now  as  for  to  spoken  of  the  firste 
coveitise,  that  is,  concni>isccnfo  after  the 
lawo  of  oixre  membres,  that  weren  hiwe- 
fnllicho  y-maked  and  by  i-ightful  jnge- 
meut  of  god ;  /  I  seye,  for-as-nmche  as 
man  is  nat  obeisaunt  to  god,  tliat  is  his 
lord,  therforo  is  the  flesh  to  him  dis- 
obeisauiit  thui-gh  concuiiiscence,  which 
yet  is  cleped  norissingo  of  sinno  and 
occasion  of  sinne.  /  Therfore,  al  the 
whyle  that  a  man  hath  in  him  the  peyne  of 
concupiscence,  it  is  impossible  but  ho  bo 
tempted  somtyme,  and  moeved  in  his 
flesh  to  sinne.  /  And  this  thing  may  nat 
faille  as  longe  as  he  livetli ;  it  nmy  wel 
wexo  feble  and  faille,  by  vertu  of  l>aptesmo 
and  by  the  gi-ace  of  god  thurgh  peni- 
tence ;  /  but  fully  no  shal  it  nevere 
quenche,  that  he  ne  shal  som  tyme  be 
moeved  in  hinn-self,  but-if  he  were  al 
refreyded  by  siknesse,  or  by  malefice  of 
sorcerie  or  colde  driiikes.  /  For  lo,  what 
seith  seint  Paul :  '  the  flesh  coveiteth 
agayn  the  spirit,  and  the  spirit  agaj-n  the 
flesh ;  they  been  so  contrarie  and  so 
strj-^'en,  that  a  man  may  nat  alwcy  iloon 
as  he  wolde.'  /  The  same  seint  Paul, 
after  his  grste  penaunce  in  water  and  in 
lond  (^iu  water  by  night  and  by  day,  in 
greet  peril  and  in  greet  peyne,  in  lond, 
in  famine,  in  thurst,  in  cold  and  cloth- 
lees,  and  ones  stoned  almost  to  the 
deeth)/  yet  seytle  he:  'alias!  I,  caytif 
man,  who  shal  delivere  me  fro  the 
prisouu  of  mj'  cajtif  body '?  '  /  And  seint 
Jerome,  whan  he  longe  tyme  hadde  woned 
in  desert,  where-as  he  hadde  no  com- 
panye  but  of  wilde  bestes,  where-as  he  ne 
hadde  no  mote  but  hei  bes  and  water  to 
his  drinke,  ne  no  bed  but  the  naked  erthe, 
for  which  his  flesh  was  blak  as  an 
Ethiopen  for  hete  and  ny  destroyed  for 
cold,/  yet  seyde  he :  that  'the  brenninge  of 
lecherie  boiled  in  al  his  body.'/  Whorfore 
I  woot  wel  sikerly,  that  thej-  been 
dece,vved  that  seyn,  that  they  ne  be  nat 
tempted    in    hir   body,  /    Witnesse   on 


T 


•Seint  Jamo  the  Apostel,  that  seith  :  that 
'  every  wight  is  tempted  in  his  owen  con- 
cupiscence ; '  that  is  to  aeyn,  that  everich 
of  us  hath  matere  and  occasion  to  be 
temiited  of  the  norissinge  of  sinne  that 
is  in  his  body.  /  Ami  therfore  seith 
Seint  John  the  Evaungelist :  'if  that 
we  seyn  that  we  beth  with-onte  sinne, 
we  decej've  ns-3el\'e,  and  trouthe  is  nat 
in  us.'  / 

§  20.  Xow  shal  ye  understondo  in  what 
manere  that  sinne  wexeth  or  encreseth 
in  man.  The  firste  thing  is  thilke  noris- 
singe of  sinne,  of  wliich  I  spak  bifom, 
thilke  fleshly  concupiscence.  /  And  after  350 
tliat  comth  the  subjeccion  of  the  devel, 
this  is  to  seyn,  the  develcs  bcly,  with 
which  he  bloweth  in  man  the  fyr  of 
fleshly  concupiscence.  /  And  after  tliat, 
a  man  bithinketh  him  whether  he  wol 
doon,  or  no,  thilke  thing  to  which  he  is 
tempted.  /  And  thanne,  ^if  that  a  man 
withstonde  and  weyve  the  firste  entysinge 
of  his  flesh  and  of  the  feend.  thanne  is  it 
no  sinne ;  and  if  it  so  be  that  ho  do  nat 
so,  thanne  feleth  ho  anon  a  flambe  of 
dclyt.  /  And  thanne  is  it  good  to  be 
war,  and  kepen  him  wel,  or  elles  he  wol 
falle  anon  in-to  consentinge  of  sinno ; 
and  thanne  wol  he  do  it,  if  he  may  have 
tyme  and  place.  /  And  of  this  matere  (280) 
seith  Moyses  by  the  devel  in  this  manere  : 
'  the  feend  seith,  I  wolo  chace  and  pursue 
the  man  V'y  wikked  suggestion,  and  I  wolo 
hente  him  )iy  moevynge  or  stiringe  of 
sinno.  I  wol  departe  my  pryse  or  my 
praye  by  deliberacion,  and  my  lust  shal 
been  accompliced  in  delj-t ;  I  wol  drawe 
my  swerd  in  consentinge:'/  for  ccrtes,  355 
right  as  a  swerd  dcparteth  a  thing  in  two 
peces,  right  so  conscntinga  dcparteth  go<.l 
fro  man  :  '  and  thanne  wol  I  sleen  him 
with  myn  hand  in  dede  of  sinne';  thus 
seith  the  feend.  /  For  certes,  thanne  is 
a  man  al  deed  in  soule.  And  thus  is 
sinne  accompliced  by  temptacion,  by 
delyt,  and  by  consentinge  ;  and  thanne  is 
the  sin  cleped  actueL  / 

§  21.  For  sothe,  sinne  is  in  two 
maneres ;  onther  it  is  venial,  or  deedly 
sinne.     Soothly,  whan  man  lovetb  any 
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creature  more  than  Jesu  Crist  oiiro 
creatotir,  thanne  is  it  deedly  sinne.  And 
venial  sjTine  is  it,  if  man  love  Jesit  Crist 
lasse  than  him  oghte.  /  For  sothe,  the 
dede  of  this  venial  sinne  is  fnl  perilous  ; 
for  it  amenuseth  the  love  that  men 
sholde  ban  to  god  more  and  more.  /  And 
therfore,  if  a  man  charge  him-self  with 
manye  swiche  venial  siunes,  certes,  bi\t-if 
so  be  that  he  som  tyme  descharge  him  of 
hem  by  shrifte,  they  mowe  ful  lightly 
amenuse  in  him  al  the  love  that  he  hath 
360  to  Jesu  Crist ;  /  and  in  this  wise  skippeth 
venial  in-to  deedly  sinne.  For  certes,  the 
more  that  a  man  chargeth  his  soule  with 
venial  sinnes,  the  more  is  he  enclyned  to 
fallen  in-to  deedly  sinne.  /  And  therfore, 
lat  us  nat  be  necligent  to  deschargen  us 
of  venial  sinnes.  For  the  proverbo  seith  : 
that  manye  smale  niaken  a  greet.  /  And 
herkne  this  ensample.  A  greet  wawe  of 
the  see  comth  som-tyme  with  so  greet 
a  violence  that  it  drencheth  the  ship. 
And  the  same  harm  doth  som-tyme 
the  smale  dropes  of  water,  that  entren 
thurgh  a  litel  crevace  in-to  the  thurrok, 
and  in-to  the  botnie  of  the  ship,  if  men 
be  so  necligent  that  they  ne  descharge 
hem  nat  by  tyme.  /  And  therfore,  al- 
thogh  ther  be  a  difference  bitwise  thise 
two  causes  of  drenchinge,  algates  the 
(290)  ship  is  dreynt.  /  Eight  so  fareth  it  som- 
tyme  of  deedly  sinne,  and  of  anoyouse 
veniale  sinnes,  whan  they  multiplye  in 
a  man  so  greetly,  that  thilke  worldly 
thinges  that  he  loveth,  thurgh  whiche  he 
sinneth  venially,  is  as  greet  in  his  herte 
365  as  the  love  of  god,  or  more.  /  And  ther- 
fore, the  love  of  every  thing,  that  is  nat 
biset  in  god  no  doon  principally  for 
goddes  sake,  al-though  that  a  man  love  it 
lasse  than  god,  yet  is  it  venial  sinne ;  / 
jmd  deedly  sinne,  whan  the  love  of  any 
thing  weyeth  in  the  herte  of  man  as 
muchel  as  the  love  of  god,  or  more.  / 
'Deedly  .sinne,'  as  seith  seint  Augustin, 
'  is,  whan  a  man  turneth  his  herte  fro 
god,  which  that  is  verray  sovereyn 
bountee,  that  may  nat  chaunge,  and 
yeveth  his  herte  to  thing  that  may 
chaunge  and  flitte ' ;  /  and  certes,  that  is 


every  thing,  save  god  of  hevene.  For 
sooth  is,  that  if  a  man  yeve  his  love,  the 
which  that  he  oweth  al  to  god  with  al  liis 
herte,  un-to  a  creature,  certes,  as  mucho 
of  his  love  as  he  yeveth  to  thilke  creature, 
so  muche  he  bireveth  fro  god ;  /  and 
therfore  doth  he  sinne.  For  he,  that  is 
dettour  to  god,  ne  yeldeth  nat  to  god  al 
his  dette,  that  is  to  seyn,  al  the  love  of 
his  herte.  / 

§  22.  Now  sith  man  understondeth 
generally,  which  is  venial  sinne,  thanne 
is  it  coveuable  to  teUen  specially  of  sinnes 
whiche  that  many  a  man  per-aventure  ne 
demeth  hem  nat  sinnes,  and  ne  shryveth 
him  nat  of  the  same  thinges ;  and  yet 
nathelees  they  been  sinnes.  /  Sooth  ly, 
as  thise  clerkes  wryten,  this  is  to  seyn, 
that  at  every  tyme  that  a  man  eteth  or 
drinketh  more  than  suffyseth  to  the 
sustenaunce  of  his  body,  in  certein  he 
dooth  sinne.  /  And  eek  whan  he  speketh 
more  than  nedeth,  it  is  sinne.  Eke  whan 
he  herkneth  nat  benignely  the  compleint 
of  the  povre.  /  Eke  whan  he  is  in  hele 
of  body  and  wol  nat  faste,  whan  othere 
folk  faste,  with-outen  cause  resonable. 
Eke  whan  he  slepeth  more  than  nedeth, 
or  wlian  he  comth  by  thilke  enchesoun 
to  late  to  chirche,  or  to  othere  werkes  of 
charite.  /  Eke  whan  he  useth  his  wyf, 
with-outen  sovereyn  desyr  of  engendmre, 
to  the  honour  of  god,  or  for  tlie  entente 
to  yeldo  to  his  wj^'  the  dette  of  his  bodj-./ 
Eke  whan  he  wol  nat  visite  the  sike  and 
the  prisoner,  if  he  may.  Eke  if  he  love 
wyf  or  child,  or  other  worldly  thing, 
more  than  resoun  requyreth.  Eke  if  lie 
flatere  or  blandisho  more  than  him  oghto 
for  any  necessitee.  /  Eke  if  he  amenuse 
or  withdrawe  the  almesse  of  the  povre. 
Eke  if  lie  apparailleth  his  mete  more 
deliciously  than  nede  is,  or  ete  it  to 
hastily  by  likerousnesse.  /  Eke  if  he  tale 
vanitees  at  chirche  or  at  goddes  service, 
or  that  he  be  a  talker  of  ydel  wordes  of 
folye  or  of  vileinye ;  for  he  shal  yelden 
acountes  of  it  at  the  day  of  dome.  /  Eke 
whan  he  biheteth  or  assureth  to  do  thinges 
that  he  may  nat  perfourne.  Eke  whan 
that  he,  by  lightnesse  or  foUe,  misseyeth 
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or  scornetli  liis  neighcbore.  /     Eko  whan 
he  hath  any  wikkeil  suspecion  of  thing, 

380  tlior  he  no  woot  ot'  it  no  soothfiistncsse.  / 
Tiiise  thingos  anil  mo  with-outo  nombre 
boon  sinnes,  as  soith  scint  Angnstin.  / 

Now  shal  men  nnderstoude,  tliat  al-bc- 
it  so  that  noon  crthely  man  may  eschuo 
alle  venial  sinnes,  yet  may  ho  relVeyne 
him  by  the  brenninge  love  that  he  hath 
to  onre  lord  Jesu  Crist,  and  by  preycrcs 
and  confession  and  othere  goilo  weikes, 
30  that  it  shal  but  litel  grove.  /  For,  as 
seith  seint  Augnstin  :  '  if  a  man  love  god 
in  swiche  manero,  that  al  that  evero  he 
doth  is  in  the  love  of  god,  and  for  the  lovo 
of  god  verraily,  for  he  brenneth  in  the 
love  of  god  :  /  loke,  how  muche  that 
a  dropo  of  water  that  falleth  in  a  foiirneys 
ful  of  fyr  anoyeth  or  grcveth,  so  mucho 
anoyeth  a  venial  sinne  un-to  a  man  that 

310)  is  parfit  in  the  love  of  Jesn  Crist.'  /  Men 
•may  iJso  refrej-ne  venial  sinne  by  re- 
ceyvinge  worthily  of  the  precious  l)ody 

385  of  Jesu  Crist ;  /  by  roccyviug  eek  of  lioly 
water ;  by  almesdede ;  by  general  con- 
fession of  Confiteor  at  masse  and  at 
complin ;  and  by  blessinge  of  bisshopes 
and  of  preestes,  and  by  othere  gode 
Tverkes.  / 

Explicit  secunda  pars  Penitentie. 

Sequitur  de  Septem  Peccatis  Mortalibtis 
et  eoruni  dependenciis  circumstanciis 
et  speciebtts. 

§  23.  Xow  is  it  bihovelj-  thing  to  telle 
whiche  been  the  decdly  sinnes,  this  is  to 
sejm,  chieftaincs  of  sinnes;  alle  they 
renne  in  o  lees,  bat  in  diverse  maneros. 
Now  been  tliey  cleped  chicftavnes  for-as- 
muche  as  they  been  chief,  and  -f  springers 
of  alle  othere  sinnes.  /  Of  the  roote  of 
thise  sevene  sinnes  thanne  is  Pryde,  the 
general  rote  of  alio  harmes ;  for  of  this 
rote  springen  certein  braunches,  as  Ire, 
Envye,  Accidie  or  Slewthe,  Avarice  or 
Coveitise  (to  commune  nnderstondinge \ 
Glotonye,  and  Lecherye.  /  And  everich 
of  thise  chief  sinnes  hath  hise  braunches 
and  hise  twigges,  as  shal  be  declared  in 
hix  chapitres  folwinge.  / 


.De  Superbia. 

§  24.  And  thogh  80  bo  tliat  no  man 
can  ontrely  toUo  tlio  nombro  of  the 
twiggos  and  of  the  luirmes  that  cometh 
of  I'rj-de,  yet  wol  I  shcwo  a  partio  of 
hem,  OS  ye  shul  nnderstondo.  /  Ther  390 
is  Inobedience,  Avauntinge,  Ipocrisic, 
Despyt,  Arrogance,  Impudence,  Swdlinge 
of  herte,  Insolence,  Elacion,  Impacience, 
Strif,  Contumacio,  Presumpcion,  Irrev- 
erence, Pertinacie,  Veyne  Glorie ;  and 
many  another  twig  tliat  I  can  nat 
•leclare.  /  Inobedient,  is  ho  tliat  dis- 
obeyeth  for  despyt  to  the  comandementa 
of  god  an<I  to  hise  sovereyns,  and  to  his 
goostly  fader.  /  Avauntour,  is  ho  tliat 
bostoth  of  the  harm  or  of  the  Iwnnteo 
that  he  hatli  doou.  /  Ipociite,  is  hethat 
hydeth  to  sliewo  him  swiche  as  he  is,  and 
sheweth  him  swiche  as  he  noght  is.  /  (iio) 
Despitous,  is  he  that  hath  desdeyn  of  his 
neighebore,  that  is  to  seyn,  of  his  evcne- 
cristene,  or  hath  despyt  to  doou  that  him 
oghte  to  do.  /  Arrogant,  is  ho  that  395 
thinketh  that  he  hath  thilko  bountees  in 
him  that  ho  hath  noglit,  or  weneth  that 
he  sholdc  have  hem  hy  hise  desert cs  ;  or 
elles  ho  demeth  that  he  bo  that  he  nis 
nat.  /  Impudent,  is  ho  that  for  his  pride 
hath  no  shame  of  hise  sinnes.  /  Swellinge 
of  herte,  is  whan  a  man  rojuyseth  him  of 
harni  that  he  hath  doon.  /  Insolent,  is 
he  that  despyseth  in  his  jugcment  alio 
othere  folk  as  to  regard  of  his  value,  and 
of  his  conning,  and  of  his  siK-king,  and  of 
his  boring.  /  Elacion,  is  whan  lie  no  may 
neither  suffrc  to  have  maister  no  folawe.  /  400 
Impacient,  is  ho  that  wol  nat  been  y- 
taught  ne  undemome  of  his  \-j'ce,  and  by 
stryf  werreyeth  trouthe  witingly,  and 
deflendetli  his  folj-e.  /  Contiititnj;  is  he 
that  thurgh  his  indignacion  is  agajnis 
everich  auctoritee  or  power  of  hem  that 
been  hise  sovereyns,  /  Presumpcion,  is 
whan  a  man  nndertaketh  an  emprj-so 
that  him  oghte  nat  do,  or  elles  that  he 
may  nat  do  ;  and  that  is  called  .Snrqni- 
drie.  Irreverence,  is  wlian  men  do  nat 
honour  thereas  hem  oghte  to  doon,  and 
waiten   to   be  reverenced.  /    Pertinacia 
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is  wlinn  man  deffendotU  his  folye,  and 
(330)  tmsti'th  to  muclicl  in  his  oweuo  "wit.  / 
Veyne  glorie,  is  for  to  have  i^ompe  and 
delj-t  in  his  temporcl  hynesse,  and 
405  glorifie  him  in  tliis  worldly  estaat.  / 
Janglinge,  is  whan  men  spekeu  to  niuche 
bifom  folk,  and  clappen  as  a  mUle,  and 
taken  no  kepe  what  they  seye.  / 

§  25.  And  yet  is  ther  a  privee  spece  of 
Prydc,  that  waiteth  first  to  be  salewed  er 
he  wole  salewe,  al  be  he  lasse  worth  than 
that  other  is,  per-aventure ;  and  eek  he 
waiteth  or  desyreth  to  sitte,  or  elles  to 
goon  above  him  in  the  wey,  or  kisse  pax, 
or  been  encensed,  or  goon  to  offring  bifom 
his  neighebore,  /  and  swiche  semblable 
thinges  ;  agajois  his  dnetee,  per-aventnre, 
bnt  that  he  hath  his  herte  and  his 
entente  in  swieh  a  proud  desyr  to  be 
magnifyed  and  honoured  bifom  the 
peple.  / 

§  26.  Now  been  ther  two  maneres  of 
Pryde  ;  that  oon  of  hem  is  with-inne  the 
herte  of  man,  and  that  other  is  witli- 
outc.  /  Of  whiche  soothly  tliise  forseyde 
thinges,  and  mo  than  I  have  seyd,  aper- 
tenen  to  pryde  that  is  in  the  herte  of 
man  ;  and  that  othere  speces  of  pryde 
410  been  with-oute.  /  But  natheles  that  oon 
of  thise  speces  of  pryde  is  signe  of  that 
other,  right  as  the  gaye  leefsel  atte  taverne 
is  signe  of  the  ■\vyn  that  is  in  the  celer.  / 
And  this  is  in  manye  thinges :  as  in  speche 
and  contenauuce,  and  in  outrageotis  array 
of  clothing  ;  /  for  certes,  if  ther  ne  hadde 
be  no  sinne  in  clothing,  Crist  wolde  nat 
have  noted  aiid  spoken  of  the  clothing  of 
thilke  riche  man  in  the  gospel.  /  And,  as 
seith  Seint  Gregorie,  that  precious  clothing 
is  coupable  for  the  derthe  of  it,  and  for 
his  softcnesse,  and  for  his  strangenesse 
and  degysinesse,  and  for  the  sviperfluitee, 
(340)  or  for  the  inordinat  scantnesse  of  it.  / 
Alias !  may  men  nat  seen,  as  in  onre 
dayes,  the'  sinful  costlewe  array  of  cloth- 
inge,  andnamelj'  in  to  muche  superfluitee, 
415  or  elles  in  to  desordinat  scantnesse?  / 

§  27.  As  to  the  firstc  sinne,  th.it  is  in 
superfluitee  of  clothinge,  which  that 
maketh  it  so  dere,  to  harm  of  the  peple  ;/ 
nat   only  the  cost  of  embroudinge,  the 


degyse  endentinge  or  barringe,  oundinge, 
palinge,  windinge,  or  bendinge,  and 
semhlablo  wast  of  clooth  in  vanitce ;  / 
but  ther  is  also  costlewe  furringe  in  liir 
gounes,  so  muche  ponnsoninge  of  chisels 
to  maken  holes,  so  muche  dagginge  of 
sheres  :  /  forth -with  the  supei-fiuitee  in 
lengthe  of  the  forscido  gounes,  trailinge 
in  the  dong  and  in  the  mj-re,  on  horse 
and  eek  on  fote,  as  wel  of  man  as  of 
womman,  that  al  thilke  trailing  is  vcrraily 
as  in  effect  wasted,  consumed,  thredbare, 
and  roten  with  donge,  rather  than  it  is 
yeven  to  the  povre  ;  to  greet  damage  of 
the  forseyde  povre  folk.  /  And  that  in 
sondry  wyse  :  this  is  to  seyn,  that  the 
more  that  clooth  is  wasted,  the  more  it 
costeth  to  the  peple  for  the  scantnesse  ;  /  4» 
and  forther-over,  if  so  be  that  they  wolde 
yeven  swich  pounsoned  and  dagged  cloth- 
ing to  the  povre  folk,  it  is  nat  convenient 
to  were  for  hu-  estaat,  ne  suffisant  to  bete 
hir  necessitee,  to  kepe  hem  fro  the  dis- 
temperance  of  the  firmament.  /  Upon 
that  other  syde,  to  speken  of  the  liorriblo 
disordinat  scantnesse  of  clothing,  as  been 
thise  cutted  sloppes  or  hainselins,  that 
thiirgh  hir  shortnesse  ne  covere  nat  the 
shameful  membres  of  man,  to  wikked 
entente.  /  Alias  !  somme  of  hem  she  wen 
the  boce  of  hir  shap,  and  the  horrible 
swollen  membres,  that  semeth  lyk  the 
maladie  of  hirnia,  in  the  wrappinge  of  hir 
hoses ;  /  and  eek  the  buttokes  of  hem 
faren  as  it  were  the  hindre  part  of  a  .she- 
ape  in  the  fuUe  of  the  mone.  /  And  (3; 
more-over,  the  wrecched  swollen  mem- 
bres that  tliey  shewe  thurgh  the  degy- 
singe,  in  departinge  of  hir  hoses  in  wlij't 
and  reed,  semeth  that  half  hir  shameful 
privee  membres  weren  flayn.  /  And  if  42 
so  bo  that  they  departcn  hire  hoses  in 
othere  colours,  as  is  whyt  and  blak,  or 
whj-t  and  blow,  or  Ijlak  and  reed,  and  so 
forth  ;  /  thanne  semeth  it,  as  by  variance 
of  colour,  that  half  the  partie  of  hir 
jiriveo  membres  were  corrupt  by  the  f;5'T 
of  soint  Antony,  or  by  cancre,  or  by  other 
swieh  meschaunce.  /  Of  the  hindre  i^art 
of  hir  biittokes,  it  is  ful  horrible  for  to 
see.     For   certes,  in   that   partie   of  hir 
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body  ther-as  they  i)urgeii  liir  stinkinge  j 
ordure,  /  that  foiile  pax-tie  shewe  tlipy  to  1 
the  pople  prondly  in  desi)yt  of  lionestetee, 
the  which  honestetee  that  Jesii  Crist 
and  liise  freendes  observede  to  showen  in 
liir  lyve.  /  Now  as  of  the  outrajjeons 
array  of  wommcn,  god  woot,  that  thoufrh 
the  visages  of  sonime  of  hem  seme  ful 
chaast  and  debonaire,  yet  notifio  they  in 
hir    array    of    atjT    likerousnesse    and  1 

430  prv-de.  /     I   sey  nat  that  honestetee  in 
cloth inge  of  man  orwomman  is  iincoven- 
able,  but  certes  the  sn])erfluitoe  or  dis- 
ordiiiat  scantitee  of  clothinge  is  reprev-  1 
able.  /     Also  the  sinne  of  aornement  or  | 
of  ai>paraille  is  in  thinges  that  apertenen   | 
to  rydinge,  as  in  to  nianye  delicat  horses  | 
that  been  holden  for  del\-t.  that  been  so  ! 
faire,  fatte,  and  costlcwe  ;  /  and  also  to  ' 
many  a  vicious  knave  that  is  snstened  by  j 
cause  of  hem  ;  in  to  curious  harneys,  as 
in  sadelos,    in    crouperes,   peytrels,    and 
biydles  covered   with   precious  clotliing 
and  riche,  barres  and  plates  of  gold  and 
of   silver.  /      For  which   god  seith    by 
Zakarie  the  prophete,  '  I  wol  confounde 
[1.60)  the   ryderes   of   swiche   horses.'  /      This 
folk  taken  litel  reward  of  the  rj-dinge  of 
goddes  sone  of  hevene,  and  of  his  harneys 
whan  he  rood   tip-on  the  asse,  and   ne 
hadde  noon  other  harneys  but  the  povre 
clothes  of  hise  disciples  ;  ne  we  ne  rede 

435  nat  that  evere  he  rood  on  other  beest.  / 
I  spckc  this  for  the  sinne  of  superfluitee, 
and  nat  for  reasonable  honestetee,  whan 
reson  it  roquyreth.  /  And  forther,  certes 
Ijryde  is  greetly  notified  in  holdingo  of 
greet  meinee,  whan  they  be  of  litel  profit 
or  of  right  no  profit.  /  And  namely, 
whan  that  meinee  is  felonous  and  dama- 
geous  to  the  peple,  by  hardinesse  of  heigh 
lordshipe  or  by  wey  of  otiices.  /  For 
certes,  swiche  lordes  sellen  thanne  hir 
lordshipe  to  the  devel  of  hcUe,  whanne 
they  sustenen  the  wikkednesse  of  hir 
meinee.  /  Or  elles  wlian  this  f<.>lk  of 
lowe  degree,  as  thilke  that  holden  hostel- 
ries,  sustenen  the  thefte  of  hir  hostUers, 

440  and  that  is  in  many  nianere  of  deceites.  / 
Thilke  manere  of  folk  Ijeen  the  flyes  that 
folwen  the  hony,  or  elles  the  houndes 


that  folwon  the  careyne.  Swiche  for- 
seyde  folk  stranglen  spiritually  hir  lord- 
shipes  ;  /  for  wliich  thus  seith  1 'avid  tlio 
proplieto,  '  wikkeJ  Uor-th  mote  come  uiwm 
thilke  lordshipe*,  and  god  yove  that  they 
mote  descenden  in-to  lullo  nl  donn  :  for 
in  hir  liDU.ses  l>een  iniciuitcesand  shrewed- 
nesses.'  and  nat  g<xl  of  hewne.  /  And 
certes,  but-if  they  doon  amenflement, 
right  as  god  yaf  his  benison  to  i  Lnban  by 
the  service  of  Jacob,  and  to  fPharao  by 
the  serA'ico  of  Joseph,  ricrht  so  god  wol 
yeve  his  malison  to  swiche  lordshijies  as 
sustenen  the  wikkednesse  of  liir  ser- 
vannts,  but-if  they  come  to  amendement./ 
Prvde  of  the  table  appereth  eek  fnl  ofte  ; 
for  certes,  riche  men  been  clfped  to 
festes,  and  povre  folk  been  put  awey  and 
rebuked.  /  Also  in  excesse  of  diverse  (370) 
metes  and  drinkes  ;  an((  namely,  swicho 
manere  bake  metes  and  dish-metes,  bren- 
ninge  of  wilde  fyr,  and  pejnited  and 
castelled  with  papir,  and  semblable  wast  ; 
so  that  it  is  abusion  for  to  thinke.  /  And  44,5 
eek  in  to  greet  preciousnesso  of  vessel  and 
cnriositee  of  minstralcie.by  whiche  a  man 
is  stired  the  more  to  delyces  of  luxurie,  / 
if  so  be  that  he  sette  his  herte  the  lasse 
up-on  ouro  lord  Jesu  Crist,  certein  it  is 
a  sinne  ;  and  ccrteinly  the  delyces  mighte 
beensogreteinthiscaas,  that  manniighte 
lightly  falle  by  hem  in-to  deedly  sinne  / 
The  especcs  that  sourden  of  Pryde.  s<x>tli)y 
whan  they  sourden  of  malice  ymagined, 
a\ysed,  and  forncast,  or  elles  of  usage, 
been  deedly  synnes,  it  is  no  doute.  /  And 
whan  they  sourden  by  freletee  unavysed 
sodeinly,  and  sodeinly  withdrawen  aycin, 
al  been  they  grevouse  sinnes,  I  gesse  that 
they  no  been  nat  deedly.  /  Now  mighte 
men  axe  wher-of  that  Prjde  sourdeth 
and  springeth,  and  I  sej-e  :  somtymo  it 
springeth  of  the  goodes  of  nature,  and 
som-tyme  of  the  gojnles  of  fortune,  and 
som-t.\-meof  the  gomles  of  grace.  /  Certes,  45>-» 
the  goodes  of  nature  stondeu  outher  in 
goodes  of  body  or  in  gixnles  of  soule.  / 
Certes,  goodes  of  hotly  been  hele  of  body, 
as  strengthe.  delivernesse,  beaiitee.  gen- 
trye,  Iranchise.  /  GockIcs  of  nature  of 
the  soule   been  go<;>d   wit,  sharp   under- 
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stondyiige,  siilitil  engin,  vcitu  naturel, 
g(X)tI  memorie.  /  Goodes  of  fortune  been 
riehesses,   highe   degrees    of   lordshipes, 

(.^80)  preisinges  of  the  peple.  /  Goodes  of  grace 
been  science,  power  to  guffre  sijirituel 
travaille,  benignitee,  vertnons  contem- 
placion,  •\vithstondingo  of  teniptacion, 
455  and  semblab]^  thinges.  /  Of  "wliiclie  for- 
seyde  goodes,  certes  it  is  a  ful  greet  folye 
a  man  to  pryden  him  in  any  of  hem 
alle.  /  Now  as  for  to  speken  of  goodes  of 
nature,  god  woot  that  som-tjTne  we  han 
liem  in  nature  as  muche  to  oure  damage 
as  to  oiire  profit.  /  Ag,  for  to  speken 
of  hele  of  body;  certes  it  passeth  ful 
liglitly,  and  eek  it  is  ful  ofte  encheson  of 
t]ie  siknesso  of  oure  soule  ;  for  god  woot, 
the  flesh  is  a  fvil  greet  enemy  to  the 
soule  :  and  therfore,  the  more  that  the 
body  is  hool,  the  more  be  we  in  jjcril  to 
falle.  /  Eke  for  to  pryde  him  in  his 
strengthe  of  body,  it  is  an  heigh  folye  ; 
for  certes,  the  flesh  coveiteth  agayn  the 
spirit,  and  ay  the  more  strong  that  the 
flesh  is,  the  sorier  may  the  soiile  be  :  / 
and,  over  al  this,  strengthe  of  body  and 
worldly  hardinesse  causeth  ful  ofte  many 
460  a  man  to  peril  and  meschaunce.  /  Eek 
for  to  pryde  him  of  his  geiitrye  is  ful 
greet  folye  ;  for  ofte  tyme  the  gentrye  of 
the  body  binimeth  the  gentrye  of  the 
soule ;  and  eek  we  ben  alle  of  o  fader  and 
of  o  moder  ;  and  alle  we  been  of  o  nature 
roten  and  corrupt,  both  richc  and  povre.  / 
For  sothe,  00  manero  gentrye  is  for  to 
preise,  that  apparailleth  mannes  corage 
with  vertucs  and  moralitees,  and  maketh 
him  Cristes  child.  /  For  truste  wel,  that 
liver  what  m.in  sinne  hath  maistrie,  he  is 
a  verray  cherl  to  sinne.  / 

§  28.  Now  been  ther  generale  signes  of 
gcntilesse ;  as  eschewingc  of  vyce  and 
ribaudye  and  servage  of  sinne,  in  word, 

(390)  in  werl;,  and  contenance  ;  /  and  usinge 
vertu,  curteisye,  and  clennessc,  and  to  be 
liberal,  that  is  to  sejai,  large  by  mesure  ; 
for  thilke  that  passeth  mesure  is  folye 
465  and  sinne.  /  Another  is,  to  remembro 
him  of  bountee  that  he  of  other  folk  hath 
receyved.  /  Another  is,  to  be  benigne  to 
bise  goode  subgetis ;    wherfore,  as  seith 


Senek,  '  ther  is  no-thing  more  covenablo 
to  a  man  of  heigh  estaatthan  dcbonaireteo 
and  pitee.  /  And  therfore  thisc  flyes  tliat 
men  clepeth  bees,  whan  they  maken  hir 
king,  they  chescn  oon  that  hath  no  priklio 
wherwith  he  may  stinge.'  /  Another  is, 
a  man  to  have  a  noble  horte  and  a  <lili- 
gent,  to  attayne  to  hoigho  vertuouso 
thinges.  /  Now  certes,  a  man  to  pryde 
him  in  the  goodes  of  grace  is  eek  an  out- 
rageous folye  ;  for  thilke  yiftes  of  gi-aeo 
that  sholde  h.ivo  turned  him  to  goodiiesse 
and  to  medicine,  turneth  him  to  vcnim 
and  to  confusion,  as  seith  seint  Gregoric./  4J0 
Certes  also,  who-so  prydeth  him  in  the 
goodes  of  fortiine,  he  is  a  ful  greet  fool ; 
for  som-tyme  is  a  man  a  greet  lord  by  the 
morwe,  that  is  a  caitif  and  a  ^vreccho  cr 
it  be  night :  /  and  somtyme  the  richesse 
of  a  man  is  cause  of  his  deeth  ;  somtyme 
the  delyccs  of  a  man  is  cause  of  the 
grevous  maladyc  thurgli  which  he  dyeth./ 
Certes,  the  commendacion  of  the  peple  is 
somtyme  ful  fals  and  ful  brotel  for  to 
tristo ;  this  day  they  preyse,  toniorwe 
they  blame.  /  God  woot,  desj-r  to  have 
commendacion  of  the  peple  hath  caused 
deeth  to  many  a  bisy  man.  (406 

Remedium  contra  peccatum  Superbie. 

§  29.  Now  sith  that  so  is,  that  ye  han 
understonde  what  is  pryde,  and  whiche 
been  the  speces  of  it,  and  whennes  pride 
sourdeth  and  springeth  ;  /  now  shul  yo  475 
understontle  wliich  is  the  rcmcdie  agayns 
the  sinne  of  pryde,  and  that  is,  humilitee 
or  mekenesse.  /  That  is  a  vertu,  thurgh 
which  a  man  hath  verray  knoweleche  of 
him-self,  and  holdeth  of  him-sclf  no  prys 
ne  deyntee  as  in  regard  of  hise  desertes, 
considoringe  evcre  his  freletec.  /  Now 
been  ther  three  maneres  of  humilitee  ;  aa 
humilitee  in  herte,  and  .another  humilitee 
in  his  mouth  ;  the  thridclo  in  hise  wcrkes./ 
The  humilitee  in  herte  is  in  fourc  maneres  : 
that  oon  is,  whan  a  man  lioldetli  him-sclf 
as  noght  worth  biforn  god  of  hevene. 
Another-  is,  whan  he  ne  despyseth  noon 
other  man.  /  The  thriddc  is,  wh.an  lie 
rekketh  nat  thogh  men  holde  him  noght 
worth.     The  ferthe  is,  whan  he  nis  nat 
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.(Ko  sory  of  his  liumiliaeion.  /  Also,  the  hn- 
militeo  of  month  is  in  fonro  thinges  :  in 
attenipreo  spcche,  anil  in  ImmbU^sse  of 
specho,  anil  wlian  lio  biknowttli  with  his 
owene  mouth  that  he  is  swich  as  him 
thinketh  that  ho  is  in  liis  lierte.  Another 
is,  wlian  ho  prcisetli  tlie  bountoe  of 
an,other  man,  and  nothing  tlior-of  amen- 
nseth.  /  Hnmilitee  eek  in  werkcs  is  in 
foure  maneres  :  the  firste  is,  whan  lie 
putteth  othcre  men  hifom  him.  The 
seconJe  is,  to  cheso  the  loweste  place 
over-al.  Tho  thriddc  is,  gladly  to  asscnte 
to  good  conseil.  /  The  ferthc  is,  to  stonde 
gladly  to  the  award  of  hise  sovereyns,  or  ; 
of  him  that  is  in  hyer  degree  ;  certein,  ' 
this  is  a  greet  work  of  hnmilitee.  / 

Sequitur  de  Inuidia.  ' 

§  30.  After  Pryde  wol  I  speken  of  the 
fonle  sinno  of  Envye,  which  is,  as  by  the 
word  of  the  philosophic,  sorwe  of  other 
mannes  isrosperiteo  ;  and  after  the  word 
of  seint  Angnstin,  it  is  sorwe  of  other 
mannes  wcle,  and  joye  of  othere  mennes 
(410)  harm.  /  This  fonle  sinnc  is  platly  agayns 
the  holy  goost.  Al-be-it  so  that  e\ery 
sinue  is  agayns  the  holy  goost,  yet  nathe- 
lees,  for  as  muche  as  bountee  aperteneth 
proprely  to  the  holy  goost,  and  En%'j-e 
comth  proprely  of  malice,  therfore  it  is 
proprely  agaj-n  the  bountee  of  the  holy 
485  goost.  /  Now  hath  malice  two  speces,  , 
that  is  to  seyn,  hardnesse  of  herte  in 
wukkednesse,  or  dies  the  flesh  of  man  is 
so  blind,  that  ho  considereth  nat  that  he 
is  in  sinne,  or  rekkcth  nat  that  he  is  in 
sinne ;  which  is  the  hardnesse  of  the 
devel.  /  That  other  spece  of  malice  is, 
whan  a  man  werrej'^etli  trouthe,  whan  he 
woot  that  it  is  trouthe.  And  eek,  whan 
he  werreyeth  the  grace  that  god  hath 
yeve  to  Jiis  neigheboro  ;  and  al  this  is  by  | 
Envye.  /  Certes,  thanne  is  En\-j-e  tho 
worste  sinne  that  is.  Eor  soothly,  alle 
othcre  smnes  been  som-tyme  only  agajais 
o  special  vertu  ;  /  but  certes,  En\-3-o  is 
agaj-ns  alle  vertues  and  agayns  alle  good- 
nesses ;  for  it  is  sorj-  .of  alle  the  bountees 
of  his  neighebore  ;  and  in  this  nianere  it 
is  divers  from  alle  othere  sinnes.  /     For  ; 


wel  Tinnethe  is  ther  any  sinne  that  it  no 
hath  som  delyt  in  itself,  save- only  Envye. 
that  evere  hath  in  itstdf  angnish  ancl 
st>rwe.  /  The  sjicces  of  Envye  l>een  thiso  :  41,0 
ther  is  first,  sorwe  of  other  mannes  good- 
nesso  anil  of  his  prosperitee ;  and  pros- 
peritco  is  kindclj-  matere  of  joyc;  thanno 
is  Envye  a  sinno  agayns  kinde.  /  Tlio 
seconde  spoco  of  Envye  is  j<^'yo  of  other 
mannes  harm  :  and  that  is  proprely  lyk 
to  the  devel,  that  evere  rfjoj'seth  him  <>f 
mannes  harm.  /  Of  tbiso  two  speces 
comth  bakbj-ting  ;  nnil  tins  sinne  of  bak- 
byting  or  detraccion  hath  certeine speces, 
as  thus.  Som  man  prei.scth  his  neighe- 
boro by  a  wikke  entente  ;  /  for  he  maketli 
alwey  a  wikked  knotto  atto  lasto  ende, 
.•Vlwey  he  raaketh  a  '  bnt "  atie  laste  ende, 
that  is  digne  of  more  blame,  than  worth 
is  al  the  preisinge.  /  The  second©  spece  (420) 
is,  that  if  a  man  J>e  gi>od  and  ilooth  or 
seith  a  thing  to  good  entente,  the  bakliytor 
wol  tume  all  thilke  goodnesse  nivso-tlonn 
to  his  shrewed  entente.  /  The  thridde  405 
is,  to  amennse  the  bountee  of  his  neiglie- 
bore.  /  The  fourthe  s^wce  of  bakbyting 
is  this  ;  that  if  men  speke  goodnesse  of 
a  man,  thanne  wol  the  bakln-ter  se>-n, 
'  parley,  swich  a  man  is  yet  bet  than  he ' ; 
in  dispreisinge  of  him  that  men  preise.  / 
The  lifte  spece  is  this ;  for  to  consento 
gladly  and  herkne  gladly  to  the  harm 
that  men  speke  of  other  tblk.  Tliis  sinnc 
is  ful  greet,  and  ay  encreseth  after  the 
wikked  entente  of  the  bakbyter.  /  After 
bakbyting  comoth  grucching  or  mur- 
muracion ;  and  somtyme  it  springeth  of 
inpacience  agayns  god,  and  somtvmo 
agayns  m.an.  /  Agajnis  god  it  is,  whan 
a  man  gruccheth  agnyn  the  pej-nes  >>( 
helle,  or  agayns  poverte,  or  I03  of  catol, 
or  agayn  reyn  or  tempest  :  or  elles  gruc- 
cheth that  shrewes  han  prosperitee,  or 
elles  for  that  goo<le  men  han  adversitoe.  /  5.0 
And  alio  tliise  thinges  sholde  men  sufTre 
pacicntly.  for  they  romcn  by  the  rightful 
jugement  and  ordinnnce  of  god.  /  Som- 
tyme comth  grucching  of  avarice  ;  as 
•Judas  grrucched  agayns  tlie  Magda- 
leyne,  whan  she  enoynte  the  hcved  <jf 
cure  lord  Jesu  Crist  with   hir  precious 
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oj-nement.  /  This  maner  murniiire  is 
swich  as  ■whan  man  gruccheth  of  good- 
nesse  that  him-self  dooth,  or  that  other 
foLb  doon  of  hir  owene  catcl.  /  Som- 
tyme  comth  mnrmiire  of  Prydo  ;  as  "\vhan 
Simon  the  Pharisee  grucehed  agayii  the 
Magdale\-iie,  whan  she  ajiproched  to  Jesu 

(430)  Crist,  and  weej)  at  liis  feet  for  liir  sinnes.  / 
And  sointj'me  grncching  sonrdeth  of 
Eu%-ye  ;  "whan  men  discovereth  a  mannes 
harm  that  was  piivee,  or  hereth-  him  on 
505  hond  thing  that  is  fals.  /  Miiiintire  eek 
is  ofte  amonges  sers'aunts,  that  grucchen 
•\vhan  hir  sovereyns  bidden  hem  doon 
levefiil  thinges  ;  /  and,  for-as-muche  as 
they  dar  nat  ojjenly  withseye  the  co- 
nianndements  of  hir  sovereyns,  yet  wol 
thej-  seyu  harm,  and  grucche,  and  mur- 
mure  prively  for  vorray  despj-t ;  /  whiche 
■nordes  men  clepen  the  develes  Pater- 
noster, though  so  be  that  the  devel  ne 
hadde  nevere  Fatcr-nostcr,  bat  that  lewed 
folk  yeveu  it  swich  a  name.  /  Som  tyme 
grucching  comth  of  ire  or  prive  hate, 
that  norissoth  rancour  in  herte,  as  atter- 
■ward  I  shal  declare.  /  Thanne  cometh 
eek  bitternesse  of  herte ;  thurgh  which 
bitternesse  every  good  dede  of  his  neighe- 
510  bor  semeth  to  liim  bitter  and  nnsavory.  / 
Thanne  cometh  discord,  that  unbindeth 
alle  manere  of  frendshipe.  Thanne  comth 
scorninge,  as  whan  a  man  seketh  ocea- 
sioun  to  anoyen  his  neighebor,  al  do  he 
never  so  weel.  /  Thanne  comtli  accu- 
singe,  as  whan  man  seketh  occasion  to 
anoyen  his  neighebor,  which  that  is  lyk 
to  the  craft  of  the  devel,  that  waiteth 
bothe  night  and  day  to  accnsen  ns  alle.  / 
Thanne  comth  malignitee,  thurgh  which 
a  man  anoyeth  his  neighebor  prively  if 
he  may ;  /  and  if  he  noght  may,  algate 
his  wikked  wil  ne  shfd  nat  wante,  as  for 
to  brennen  liis  hous  prively,  or  empoy- 
sone  or  sleen  hise  bestes,  and  somblable 

[440)  thinges,  / 

Remedium  contra  peccatum  Inuidie. 

jj  31.  Now  wul  I  speke  of  the  remedio 
agajns  this  foulo  sinne  of  En\^'c.  First, 
is  the  lovG  of  god  priucii^al,  and  loving  of 
his  neighebor  as  hina-solf;    for  soothly. 


that  oon  ne  may  nat  been  withoute  that 
other.  /      And   trusto   wel,    that   in   the  515 
name  of  thy  neighebore  thou  s'halt  itnder- 
stondo   the    name   of   thy  brot}ier ;    for 
certes  alio  we  have  o  fader  fleshly,  and 

0  moder,  that  is  to  scyn,  Adam  and  Eve  ; 
and  eek  o  fader  espirituel,  and  that  is  god 
of  hevene./  Thy  neighebore  artow  holden 
for  to  love,  and  wihie  him  alle  goodnesse  ; 
and  therforo  seith  god,' love  thy  neighe- 
bore as  thj-selve,'  that  is  to  seyn,  to 
salvacion  bothe  of  Ij'f  and  of  soule.  / 
And  more-over,  thoii  shalt  love  him  in 
word,  and  in  benigne  amonestingo,  and 
chastysinge  ;  and  conforten  him  in  liisc 
anoyes,  and  preye  for  liim  with  al  tlijTi 
herte.  /  And  in  dede  thou  shalt  love 
him  in  swich  wyse,  that  tliou  shalt  doon 
to  him  in  charitee  as  thou  woldest  that  it 
were  doon  to  thyn  owene  persono.  /  And 
therfore,  thou  ne  shalt  doon  him  no 
damage  in  wikked  word,  ne  harm  in  his 
body,  ne  in  his  catel,  ne  in  his  soule,  by 
ontysing  of  wikked  cnsample.  /  Thou  520 
shalt  nat  desyron  his  wyf,  ne  none  of  hise 
tliinges.  Understond  eek,  tliat  in  the 
name  of  neighebor  is  compreliended  his 
enemy.  /  Certes  man  slial  lo^-en  liis 
enemy  by  the  comandement  of  god  ;  and 
soothly  thy  trend  shal  tow  love  in  God.  / 

1  seye,  thjai  enemj'  shal  tow  love  for  godd  es 
sake,  by  his  comandement.  For  if  it 
were  reson  that  a  man  sholde  haten  his 
enemy,  for  sothe  god  nolde  nat  receivcn 
lis  to  his  love  that  been  hise  cnemys.  / 
Agayns  three  manere  of  wrongos  that 
his  enemy  dooth  to  hym,  he  slial  doon 
tlirco  thinges,  as  thus.  /  AgajTis  hate  (450) 
and  rancour  of  herte,  he  shal  love  him  in 
herte.  Agayns  chyding  and  wikkedo 
wordes,  he  shal  preye  for  his  enemy. 
And  agayn  tlie  wikked  dede  of  his  enemj-, 

he  shal  doon  him  bountee.  /  For  Crist  523 
seitli,  '  loveth  yoiiro  enemys,  and  preyeth 
for  hem  that  speke  yow  harm ;  and  eek  for 
hem  that  yow  chacen  and  pursewen,  and 
doth  bountee  to  hem  that  j'ow  haten.'  Lo, 
thus  comaundeth  us  oure  lord  Jesu  Crist, 
to  do  to  oure  enemys.  /  For  soothly, 
nature  dryveth  us  to  loven  oure  freendes, 
and  parfey,  oure  enemys  han  more  nede 
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to  love  than  our  freendes  ;  and  tliey  that 
more  iiede  liavo,  cartes,  to  hem  shal  mon 
doon  g^oodnesse  :  /  and  certos,  in  thilko 
dcde  liave  wo  remcmbranco  of  the  love 
of  JesiT  Crist,  that  deyde  for  liise  enemys.  / 
And  in-as-muche  as  tliilke  love  is  the 
more  grevons  to  poiTfonme.  in-so-nmrho 
is  the  more  gretter  the  merite  ;  and  ther- 
fore  the  lovinge  of  oiire  enemy  hath  con- 
fonnded  the  venim  of  the  devel.  /  For 
right  as  the  devel  is  disconfiteil  hy  linmi- 
litee,  riglit  so  is  ho  wonnded  to  tho  deeth 
530  by  love  of  oure  enemy.  /  Certes,  thanne 
is  love  the  medicine  that  casteth  ont  tlio 
.  vcnini  of  Envye  fro  mannes  hortp.  /    Tlio 

speeos  of  this  pas  slmllcn  he  more  largely 
in  hir  chapitres  folwinge  declared.  / 

Seqioitur  de  Ira. 

§  32.  After  Envye  wol  I  discryven  the 
sinne  of  Ire.  For  sor.tlily,  who-so  liatli 
envye  npon  his  neighobor,  anon  he  wole 
comunly  finde  him  a  matere  of  vrratthe, 
in  word  or  in  dede,  aga\ns  hini  to  whom 
he  hath  onvyo.  /  And  as  wel  comth  Ire 
of  Pryde,  as  of  Envye  ;  for  sootlily,  he 
that  is  provide  •  or  envious  is  lightly 
{4.60)  wrooth.  / 

§  33.  This  sinne  of  Ire.  after  the  dis- 
cryving  of  seint  Angnstin,  is  wikkcd  wil 
535  to  been  avenged  bv  word  or  by  dede.  / 
Ire,  after  the  philosophre,  is  the  fervent 
blood  of  man  y-quiked  in  his  herte,  thnrgh 
•which he  woleharmtohim  that  he  hateth./ 
Forcertesthe  hcrte  of  man, by  esehanfinge 
and  moevinge  of  his  blood,  we.xeth  so 
trouble,  that  he  is  out  of  alle  jugement  of 
resoun.  /  But  ye  shal  iinderstondo  that 
Ire  is  in  two  maneres  ;  that  oon  of  liem 
is  good,  and  that  other  is  ■wikked.  /  The 
gode  Ire  is  by  jalousye  of  goodnesse,  thnrgh 
which  a  man  is  wrooth  with  wikkcdncsse 
anil  agayns  wikkcdnosse  ;  and  therfore 
seith  a  wys  man,  that  '  Ire  is  bet  than 
pley.'  /  This  Ire  is  with  debonairetce, 
and  it  is  wrooth  withouten  bitternesse ; 
nat  wrooth  agajais  the  man,  but  •wTOoth 
with  the  misdede  of  the  man  ;  as  seith  the 
prophete  David,  Irascimini  et  nolite  pec- 
540  core.  /  Now  understondeth,  that  wikked 
Ire  is  in  two  maneres,  that  is  to  seyn, 


Bodpyn  Ire  or  hast  if  Ire,  witlionten  av!fl<>- 
ment  and  con.sentinge  of  n-soun.  /  Tho 
mening  and  the  sens  of  this  is,  that  tho 
resoun  of  man  ne  eonsento  nnt  to  thiiko 
sodeyn  Ire;  and  thanne  it  is  venial./ 
Another  Ire  is  fnl  wikked.  that  romth  of 
fclonye  of  herte  avysed  and  ca.st  >)ifom  ; 
with  wikked  wil  to  do  vengeance,  and 
thertohis  resoun  eonsentetli  ;  and  soothly 
this  is  deedly  sinne.  /  This  Ire  is  no  ilis- 
plesant  t<i  god,  that  it  tronbleth  his  hons 
and  ehaceth  the  holy  goost  ont  of  mannes 
soxile,  and  wasteth  and  destroyeth  tho 
lyknesso  of  god,  that  is  to  seyn,  tho  vertn 
that  is  in  mannes  soulo ;  /  and  put  in  U'ol 
him  tho  lyknesso  of  tho  devel,  and 
binimeth  the  man  fro  god  that  is  liis 
rightful  lord.  /  Tliis  Iro  is  a  fnl  greet  545 
plesaunce  to  the  dovol ;  for  it  is  the 
develes  fourneys,  that  is  cschanfed  witli 
the  fjT  of  helle.  /  For  certes,  right  so  as 
fyr  is  more  mighty  to  destroyen  erthcly 
thinges  than  any  other  element,  right  so 
Ire  is  mighty  to  destroyen  alio  spirituel 
thinges.  /  Loke  how^  that  tyr  of  snialc 
gledes,  that  been  almost  dedo  nnder 
asshen,  wollen  quike  agajni  whan  they 
been  touched  with  brimstoon  ;  right  so 
Ire  wol  everemo  qnikon  agayn,  whan  it 
is  touched  by  tho  pryilo  that  is  covered  in 
mannes  herte.  /  F<>r  certes  fyr  no  may 
nat  comen  out  of  no-thing,  but-if  it  were 
first  in  the  same  thing  naturelly  ;  as  fyr 
is  drawen  out  of  flintes  with  steel.  /  Ami 
right  so  as  i>ryde  is  ofto  tyme  matere  of 
Ire,  right  so  is  ranconr  norico  and  keper 
of  Ire.  /  Tlier  is  a  manor  tree,  as  seith  550 
seint  Isidre,  that  whan  men  makeu  fyr 
of  thilke  tree,  and  covere  the  cidcs  of  it 
with  a.«!sl>.en,  so<>thly  the  fyr  of  it  wol 
lasten  al  a  yoer  or  more.  /  And  right  so 
fareth  it  of  ranconr  ;  whan  it  is  ones  con- 
cey^-ed  in  the  hertes  of  som  men,  certein, 
it  wol  lasten  peravcnture  from  oon  Estre- 
day  unto  another  Estre-<lay,  and  more.  / 
Bnt  certes,  thilke  man  is  fnl  fer  fro  the 
mercy  of  god  al  thilke  whiL.  / 

§  34.  In  this  forseyde  dc-vTlcs  fourneys 
ther  forgen  three  shrcwcs  :  Pryiie,  that 
aj'  bloweth  and  encresoth  the  fyr  by  chyd- 
inge  and  wikked  wordes.  /    Thanne  stant  (480) 
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En-VTe,  and  lioldetli  the  hote'  iron  upon 
the  lierte  of  man  -vvitli  a  peire  of  longe 
535  tonges  of  long  rancour.  /  And  tlianne 
stnut  the  sinne  of  contumelie  or  stryf  and 
cheeste,  and  hatereth  and  forgeth  by  , 
vilejais  reprevinges.  /  Certes,  this  cursed 
sinne  anoyeth  bothe  to  the  man  him-self 
and  eek  to  his  neighcbor.  For  soothly, 
almost  al  the  harm  that  any  man  dooth 
to  his  neighebore  comth  of  wratthe.  / 
For  certes,  outrageous  -wratthe  doth  al 
that  evere  the  devel  him  comaundeth  ; 
for  he  ne  spareth  neither  Crist,  ne  his 
swete  mooder.  /  And  in  his  outrageous 
anger  and  Ire,  alias  !  alias  !  ful  many  oou 
at  tliat  tyme  feleth  in  his  herte  ful  -wik- 
kedly,  bothe  of  Crist  and  of  alle  liise 
halwes.  /  Is  nat  this  a  ciirsed  vice  ?  Yis, 
certes.  Alias  !  it  binimeth  from  man  his 
■vvit  and  his  resoun,  and  al  his  debonaire 
560  lyf  espirituel  that  sholde  kepen  his  soule.  / 
Certes,  it  binimeth  eek  goddes  due  lord- 
shipe,  and  that  is  maunes  soule,  and  the 
love  of  hise  neighebores.  It  stryveth  eek 
alday  agayu  trouthe.  It  reveth  him  the 
quiete  of  his  herte,  and  subverteth  his 
soule.  / 

§  35.   Of    Ire    comen    thise    stiukinge 
engendrures  :     first     hate,    that    is    old 
■wratthe ;  discord,  thurgh  which  a  man 
forsaketh  his  olde  freend  that  he  hath 
loved  ful  longe.  /     And  thanne  cometh 
■w-erre,  aiid  every  manore  of  wrong  that 
man  dooth  to  his  neighebore,  in  body  or 
in  catel.  /     Of  this  cursed  sinne  of  Ire 
cometh  eek  manslaughtre.     And  under- 
stonde  wel,  that  homicyde,  that  is  man- 
slaughtre, is  in  dj"\'erse  wj'se.  Som  manere 
(490)  of  homicyde  is  spirituel,  and  som  is  bodily./ 
Spirituel  manslaughtre  is  in  six  thinges. 
First,  by  hate  ;  as  scint  John  seith,  '  he 
565  that  hateth  his  brother  is  homicyde.'  / 
Homicyde  is  eek  by  bakbytinge ;  of  whiche 
bakbytercs  seith  Salomon,  that  '  they  han 
two  swerdes  with  whiche  they  sleen  hir 
neighebores.'     For  soothly,  as  wikke  is  to 
binime  his  good  name  as  his  lyf.  /     Homi- 
cyde is  eek,  in  yevinge  of  wikked  conscil 
by  fraude  ;    as  for  to  yeven   conscil  to 
areysen  wrongful  custumes  and  taillages./ 
Of  whiche  seith  Salomon,  '  Leon  rorynge 


and  here  hongry  been  lyke  to  the  cruel 
lordshipes,'  in  witliholdinge  or  abregginge 
of  the  shepe  (or  the  hyre),  or  of  the  wages 
of  servaunts,  or  elles  in  usure  or  in  witli- 
drawinge  of  tlie  almesse  of  po\Te  folk.  / 
For  which  the  wyse  man  seith,  '  fedeth 
him  that  almost  dyeth  for  honger ' ;  for 
soothly,  but-if  thou  fede  him,  thou  sleest 
him  ;  and  alle  thise  been  deedly  sinnes.  / 
Bodily  manslaughtre  is,  whan  thow  sleest 
him  with  thy  tonge  in  other  manere  ;  as 
whan  thou  comandest  to  sleen  a  man,  or 
elles  yevest  him  conseil  to  sleen  a  man.  /  5;o 
Manslaughtre  in  dede  is  in  foure  maneres. 
That  oon  is  l)j'  lawe  ;  right  as  a  justice 
dampneth  him  that  is  coupable  to  the 
deeth.     But  lat  the  justice  be  war  that  he 
do  it  rightfully,  and  that  he  do  it  nat  for 
delyt  to  spille  blood,  but  for  kepinge  of 
rightwisenesse.  /     Another  homicyde  is, 
that  is  doon  for  necessitee,  as  whan  o  man 
sleeth  another  in  his  defendaunt,   and 
that  he  ne  may  noon  otherwise  escape 
from  his  owene  deeth.  /     But  certeinly, 
if  he  ma  J'  escape  withouteu  manslaughtre 
of  his  adversarie,  and  sleeth  him,  he  doth 
sinne,  and  he  shal  here  penance  as  for 
deedly  sinne.  /     Eek  if  a  man,  by  caas  or 
aventure,  shete  an  arwe  or  caste  a  stoon 
with  which  he  sleeth  a  man,  he  is  homi- 
cyde. /     Eek  if  a  womman  bj*  necligence  (500 
overlyeth  hir  child  in  hir  sleping,  it  is 
homicyde  and  deedly  sinne.  /     Eek  wlian  575 
man  destourbeth  concepcion  of  a  child, 
and  maketh  a  womman  outlier  bareyne 
by  drinkinge  venemouse  herbes,  thurgh 
which  she  may  nat  conceyve,  or  sleeth 
a  child  by  drinkcs  wilfully,  or  elles. piit- 
teth   certeine    materitil    thinges    in   hir 
secree  j)laces  to  slee  the  child  ;  /  or  elles 
doth  unkindcly  sinne,  by  which  man  or 
womman  shodeth  hir  nature  in  manere 
or  in  place  ther-as  a  chibl  may  nat  be 
conceived  ;  or  elles,  if  a  womman  ha^'e 
conceyved  and  hurt  hir-self,  and  sleeth 
the  child,   j-et  is  it  homicyde.  /     What 
seye  we  eek  of  wommen  that  mordren  hir 
children   for  drcde   of  worldly   shame? 
Certes,   an  horrible  homicyde.  /     Homi- 
cyde is  eek  if  a  man   approcheth  to  a 
womman   by   desir  of  lecherye,  thurgh 
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wliich  the  child  is  porisscd,  or  dies 
sniyteth  a  wominau  witiugly,  tluirgh 
wliich  she  Icseth  hir  child.  Alle  thise 
been  homicjdes  and  horrible  deedly 
sinnes.  /  Yet  comen  thor  of  Ire  manye 
mo  sinnes,  as  wel  in  \vt>rd  as  in  thoght 
and  in  dedo  ;  as  he  that  arretteth  upon 
god,  or  blameth  god,  of  thing  of  which  he 
is  him-self  gilty  ;  or  despyseth  god  and 
alle  hise  halwcs,  as  doon  thise  cursede 

5S0  liasardoiirs  in  diverse  contrees.  /  This 
cursed  sinne  doon  they,  whan  they  feleu 
in  hir  hertes  ful  wikkedly  of  god  and  of 
hise  halwcs.  /  Also,  whan  they  treten 
unreverentlj'  the  sacrement  of  the  auter, 
thilke  sinne  is  so  greet,  that  unnethe 
may  it  been  relesed,  but  that  the  mercy 
of  god  passeth  alle  hise  werkes ;  it  is  so 
greet  and  he  so  benigne.  /  Thanne  comth 
of  Ire  attry  augre  ;  wkau  a  man  is  sharply 
amonested  in  his  shrifte  to  forleteu  his 
sinne,  /  than  wole  he  be  angrj-  and 
answeren  hokerly  and  angrily,  and  deflfen- 
den  or  excusen  his  sinne  bj-  viustedefast- 
nesse  of  his  flesh  ;  or  elles  he  dide  it  for 
to  holde  companye  with  hise  felawes,  or 
(510)  elles,  he  seith,  the  fend  entyced  him  ;  / 
or  elles  he  dide  it  for  his  youthe,  or  elles 
his  complexioun  is  so  corageous,  that  he 
may  nat  forbere  ;  or  elles  it  is  his  destinee, 
as  he  seith,  unto  a  certain  age  ;  or  elles. 
he  seith,  it  cometh  him  of  gentillesse  of 

585  hise  auncestres  ;  and  semblable  thinges./ 
Alle  this  manere  of  folk  so  wrappen  hem 
in  hir  sinnes,  that  they  ne  wol  nat  deli- 
vere  hem-self.  For  soothly,  no  wight  that 
excuseth  him  wilfully  of  his  sinne  n\ay 
nat  been  delivered  of  his  sinne,  til  that 
lie  mekely  biknoweth  his  sinne.  /  After 
this,  thanne  cometh  swermg,  that  is 
expres  agayn  the  comandement  of  god  ; 
and  this  bifaUeth  ofte  of  anger  and  of 
Ire.  /  God  seith  :  '  thou  slialt  nat  take 
the  name  of  thy  lord  god  in  veyn  or  in 
ydeU'  Also  oure  lord  Jesu  Crist  seith  by 
the  word  of  seint  Mathew  :  '  Kolite  itn-are 
omnino  :  /  ne  wol  ye  nat  swere  in  alle 
ruanere ;  neither  by  hevcue,  for  it  is 
goddes  trone  ;  ne  by  erthe,  for  it  is  the 
bench  of  his  feet  ;  ne  by  Jerusalem,  for  it 
is  the  citee  of  a  greet  king ;  ne  by  thyn 


heed,  for  thou  mayst  nat  make  an  heor 
whyt  ne  l^hik.  /  liut  seyeth  by  youre 
word,  "ye,  ye,"'  and  "nay,  nay";  and 
what  that  is  more,  it  is  of  yvel,'  seith 
Crist.  /  For  Cristes  sake,  ne  swcreth  nut  590 
so  sinfully,  in  dismeinl)ringo  of  Crist  by 
soule,  hcrte,  bones,  ami  Ixuly.  For  certe.s, 
it  semeth  that  yo  thinke  that  the  cnrsedo 
Jewes  ne  dismembred  nat  y-nough  the 
preciouse  person©  of  Crist,  but  ye  dis- 
membre  him  more.  /  And  if  so  be  that 
the  lawe  compelle  yow  to  swero,  thanne 
rule  yow  after  the  lawe  of  god  in  youre 
swering,  as  seith  Jeremye  quarto  cnpitulo, 
^  lurubis  in  veritate.  in  iudicioet  in  iutticia  : 
thou  shalt  kepe  three  condicions ;  thi>u 
shalt  swere  in  trouthe,  in  doom,  and  in 
rightwisnesse.' /  This  is  to  seyn,  thou 
shalt  swere  sooth  ;  for  every  lesinge  is 
agaj-ns  Crist.  For  Crist  is  verray  trouthe. 
And  think  wel  this,  that  every  greet 
swerere,  nat  compelled  lawefuUy  to  swere, 
the  wounde  shal  nat  departe  from  his 
hoits  whyl  he  useth  swich  unleveful 
swering.  /  Thou  shalt  swercn  eck  in 
doom,  whan  thou  art  constreyned  by  thy 
domesman  to  witnessen  the  trouthe.  /  (520) 
Eek  thou  shalt  nat  swere  for  en\-ye  no  for 
favour,  ne  for  mede,  but  for  rightwis- 
nesse ;  for  declaracioun  of  it  to  the  wor- 
ship of  god  and  helping  of  thyne  evene- 
cristene.  /  And  therfore,  every  man  that  595 
taketh  goddes  name  in  ydel,  or  I'alsly 
swereth  with  his  mouth,  or  elles  taketh 
on  him  the  name  of  Crist,  to  be  called  a 
Cristene  man,  and  liveth  agayns  Cristes 
livinge  and  his  tecliinge,  alle  they  taken 
goddes  name  in  ydel.  /  Loko  eek  what 
soint  Peter  seith,  Aduum  ijnarto  capitido, 
■  Kon  est  alitid  women  atib  cclo.'  &.c.  'Ther 
nis  noon  other  name,'  seith  seint  Peter, 
'  under  hevene,  yevcn  to  men,  in  which 
they  mowe  be  saved  ;'  that  is  to  seyn,  but 
the  name  of  Jesu  Crist.  /  Take  kepe  eek 
how  that  the  precious  name  of  Crist,  as 
seith  seint  Paul  ad  Philijieniies  secundo. 
'  In  nomine  Jesxi,  &c. :  that  in  the  name  of 
Jesu  eveiy  knee  of  hevenely  creatures,  or 
erthely,  or  of  holle  sholden  bowe  ' ;  for  it 
is  so  heigh  and  so  worahipfnl,  that  the 
cursede  feend  in  hello  sholde  trembleu  to 


696 


Z^c  tcinUt^xiv^  Zaks. 


[t.  §§  36-42. 


lieren  it  y-nenipneil.  /  Tliaiine  scmetli 
it,  that  men  that  sworen  so  horribly  by 
his  blessctl  name,  that  they  despyso  him 
more  boldely  than  dide  the  cnrsede  Jewes, 
or  elles  the  devel,  tljfit  trembleth  whan 
he  hereth  his  name.  / 

j5  3G.  X.nv  ccrtes,  sith  that  swerinc, 
Init-if  it  be  lawefully  doon,  is  so  heighly 
deffended,    muche    worse    is    forswering 

Coo  falsly,  and  yet  nedelces.  / 

§  37.  Wliat  seye  we  eek  of  hem  that 
delj^en  liem  in  swei'ing,  and  liolden  it  a 
gentrie  <ir  a  manly  dedo  to  swere  grete 
othes  ?  And  what  of  hem  that,  of  verray 
visage,  ne  cesse  nat  to  swere  grete  othes, 
al  be  the  cause  nat  worth  a  straw  ? 
Certes,  this  is  horrible  sinne.  /  Swcringe 
sodejTily  with-oute  avysement  is  eek  a 
sinne.  /  But  lat  us  go  now  to  thilke 
horrible  swering  of  adjuracioun  and  con- 
juracionn,  as  doon  thise  false  enchann- 
tours  or  nigi'omanciens  in  bacins  fnl  of 
water,  or  in  a  bright  swerd,  in  a  cercle, 
or  in  a  fyr,  or  in  a  shulder-boon  of  a 
sheep.  /  I  can  nat  seye  hut  that  they 
doon  ciirsedly  and  damnably,  agayns 
(530)  Crist  and  al  the  feith  of  holy  chirche.  / 

§  38.  What  seye  we  of  hem  that  bileven 
in  divynailes,  as  by  flight  or  by  noyse  of 
briddes,  or  of  bestes,  or  by  sort,  bj'  geo- 
mancio,  by  dremes,  by  chirkinge  of  dores, 
or  crakkingc  of  houses,  by  gnawjmge  of 

€05  rattos,  and  swich  manere  wrecchednesse  ?/ 
Certes,  al  this  thing  is  deffended  by  god 
and  by  al  holy  chirche.  For  which  they 
been  acui-sed,  til  they  come  to  amendc- 
ment,  that  on  swich  filthe  setten  hir 
bileve.  /  Char mes  lor  woundes  or  maladye 
of  men,  or  of  bestes,  if  they  taken  anj' 
effect,  it  may  be  peraventure  that  god 
suffreth  it,  for  folk  sholden  yeve  the  more 
feith  and  reverence  to  his  name.  / 

§  39.  Now  wol  I  speken  of  lesinges, 
which  generally  is  fals  significacioun  of 
word,  Lu  entente  to  deceyven  his  evene- 
cristenc.  /  Som  Icsingo  is  of  which  ther 
comth  noon  avantage  to  no  wight :  and 
som  lesinge  tumetli  to  the  ese  or  profit  of 
o  man,  and  to  discse  and  damage  of 
another  man.  /  Another  hjsinge  is  for 
to  saven  his  lyf  or  his  catel.     Another 


lesinge  comth  of  delyt  for  to  lye,  in  which 
delyt  they  wol  forge  a  long  tale,  and 
peynten  it  with  alio  circumstannces, 
where  al  the  ground  of  the  tale  is  tills.  / 
Som  lesinge  comth,  for  he  wolc  sustene 
his  word  ;  and  som  lesiiige  comth  of 
recchelesnesse,  with-outen  avysement ; 
and  semblable  thinges.  / 

§  40.  Lat  us  now  touche  the  vyce  of 
flateringo,  which  ne  comth  nat  gladly  but 
for  drcdc  or  for  coveitise.  /  Flatei'ye  is 
generally  wrongful  preisinge.  Flaterorcs 
been  tlie  develcs  noricos,  that  norissen 
hise  children  with  milk  of  losengerie.  / 
For  sothe,  Salomon  seith,  that '  flaterie  is 
wors  than  detraccioun.'  For  som-tyme 
detraccion  makctli  an  hautein  man  be 
the  more  humble,  for  he  dredeth  detrac- 
cion  ;  but  certes  flatcrye,  that  maketh  a 
man  to  onhaunce*  liis  herte  and  his 
contenaunce.  /  Flatereres  been  the  de- 
veles  enchauntotirs  ;  for  they  make  a 
man  to  wene  of  him-self  be  lyk  that  he 
nis  nat  lyk.  /  They  been  lyk  to  .Judas 
that  bitraysed  [god ;  and  thise  flatereres 
bitrayscn]  a  man  to  sellen  him  to  his 
enemy,  that  is,  to  the  devcl.  /  Flatereres 
been  the  develes  chapelleyns,  that  singen 
evere  Placebo,  j  I  rekene  flateryc  in  the 
vyces  of  Ire  ;  for  ofto  tyme,  if  o  man  be 
wrooth  with  another,  thanno  wol  ho 
flatere  som  wight  to  sustene  him  in  his 
querele.  / 

§  il.  Speko  wo  now  of  swich  cursingo 
as  comth  of  irons  herte.  Malisoun  gener- 
ally may  be  soyd  eveiy  maner  power  of 
harm.  Swich  cursingo  bireveth  man  fro 
the  regne  of  god,  as  seith  seint  Paul.  / 
And  oftc  tyme  swich  cursingo  wrongfully 
retorneth  agayn  to  him  that  cursctli,  as 
a  I)rid  that  retorneth  agayn  to  his  owonc 
nest.  /  And  over  alio  thing  men  oghten 
eschewe  to  cursen  hir  children,  and  yeven 
to  the  devel  hir  engendrure,  as  ferforth 
as  in  hem  is  ;  cei-tes,  it  is  greet  peril  and 
greet  sinne.  / 

§  42.  Lat  us  tlianne  speken  of  chydinge 
and  reproche,  whicho  been  fiU  grete 
woundes  in  mannes  herte  ;  for  they  un- 
sowcn  the  semes  of  frondshipe  in  mannes 
herte.  /     For  certes,  unnethes  may  a  man 
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l>le.\nly  been  accorded  with  him  that 
hatli  him  openly  rovylod  find  reproved  in 
disclaundre.  This  is  a  ful  grisly  sinne, 
as  Grist  seith  in  the  gospel.  /  And  tak 
kopo  now,  that  ho  that  reprevoth  his 
neigliobor,  outlier  ho  reprevoth  Iiim  by 
pom  harm  of  peyno  that  ho  hath  on  his 
bod^-,  as  '  niesel,'  '  croked  harlot,'  or  by 

150)  som  einno  that  ho  df»otli.  /  Now  if  ho 
reprevo  liim  by  harm  of  pcyno,  thanne 
turneth  tho  reprove  to  Josu  Crist;  for 
peyno  is  sent  by  tho  ^^ght•w\^•s  sondo  of 
god,  and  by  his  suflVance,  bo  it  mesolrie, 

625  or  mahoym,  or  nialadye.  /  And  if  he 
reprove  him  uncharitably  of  sinne,  as, 
'  thou  holour,'  'thou  dronkelewe  harlot,' 
and  so  forth  ;  thanne  aperteneth  that  to 
the  rejoysinge  of  the  devol,  that  cvere 
liath  joye  that  men  doon  sinne.  /  And 
certcs,  chydinge  may  nat  come  b\it  out  of 
a  vileyns  herte.  For  after  the  habun- 
dance  of  the  herto  spekcth  the  mouth  ful 
ofte.  /  And  ye  shnl  nnderstonde  that 
loke,  by  any  wey,  whan  any  man  shal 
chastyse  another,  that  he  be  war  from 
chydinge  or  reprcvinge.  For  trewely,  but 
he  lie  war,  he  may  ful  lightly  quiken  the 
fyr  of  angre  and  of  wratthe,  which  that 
lie  sholde  quenche,  and  per-avcnture 
sleeth  him  which  that  he  rnighte  chastyse 
with  benignitee.  /  For  as  seith  Salomon, 
'the  amiable  tongo  is  the  tree  of  lyf,"  that 
is  to  se.\ni,  of  lyf  espirituel :  and  sothly,  a 
deslavee  tongo  sleeth  the  spirites  of  him 
that  reprevoth,  and  eek  of  hini  that  is 
reproved.  /  Lo,  what  seith  seint  Augus- 
tiu  :  '  thor  is  no-thing  so  lyk  the  develos 
child  as  he  that  ofte  chydeth.'  Seint  Paul 
seith  eek  :  '  I,  servant  of  god,  biliove  nat 
50  to  chyde.'  /  And  how  that  chydinge  be 
a  vileyns  thing  bitwixo  alio  manere  folk, 
yet  it  is  certes  most  iincovenable  bitwi.\e 
a  man  and  his  -wyf ;  for  there  is  nevcre 
reste.  And  therfore  seith  Salomon,  'an 
hous  that  is  uncovered  and  droppinge, 
and  a  chydinge  wyf,  been  lyke."  /  A  man 
that  is  in  a  droppinge  hous  iu  many 
places,  though  ho  eschewe  the  droiipingo 
in  o  place,  it  droppeth  on  him  in  another 
place  ;  so  fureth  it  by  a  chydinge  wyf. 
But  she  chyde  hira  in  o  place,  she  wol 


chyde  liim  in  another.  /  And  therforo, 
'  bottro  is  a  morsel  of  brood  witli  joye  than 
an  hous  ful  of  dol.vccs,  with  chydinge,' 
Seith  Salomon.  /  Seint  Paul  soith  :  '  O 
yo  wonimcn,  bo  yo  subgetes  to  yonre 
housbondos  as  bihoveth  in  god  ;  and  yo 
men,  lovoth  j-oure  wj-s-es.'  A  it  Coloaacnset, 
teiiio.  /  (56 ) 

§  43.  Afterward  ."siK-ke  we  of  scorninge, 
which  is  a  wikkod  sinne  ;  and  namely, 
whan  ho  scorncth  a  man  for  hise  gode 
werkcs.  /  For  certes,  swicho  scomeros  635 
faren  lyk  tho  foule  tode,  that  may  nat 
cnduro  to  smoUe  the  Soto  savt>nr  of  the 
\-yno  whanno  it  florisshoth.  /  Thise 
scomeros  been  parting  felawes  with  the 
devel ;  for  they  ban  joye  whan  the  devel 
winneth,  and  sorwe  whan  he  loseth.  / 
Thej-  been  adversaries  of  Jesu  Crist ;  for 
they  haten  that  ho  loveth,  that  is  to  sej-n. 
salvacion  of  sonle.  / 

§  44.  Spekc  wo  now  of  wikkod  conseil; 
for  he  that  wikkod  conseil  yeveth  is  a 
traytour.  For  he  deceyveth  him  that 
trusteth  in  him,  ut  Achito/el  nd  Absolonem . 
But  natheless,  yet  is  his  wikkod  conseil 
first  agayn  him-self.  /  For,  as  seith  the 
wysc  man,  every  fals  livinge  hath  this 
propertoe  in  him-self,  that  he  that  wole 
anoj-o  another  man.  ho  anoyeth  first 
him-self.  /  An<l  men  shul  nnderstonde,  6\o 
that  man  shal  nat  taken  his  conseil  of 
fals  folk,  no  of  angry  folk,  (ir  grevous 
folk,  no  of  folk  that  loven  specially  to 
muchol  hir  owene  profit,  no  to  muche 
worldly  folk,  namely,  in  conseilinge  of 
Simles.  / 

§  45.  Now  oomth  the  sinne  of  hem  that 
sowen  and  maken  discord  amonges  folk, 
which  is  a  sinne  that  Crist  hatcth  outrely : 
and  no  wonder  is.  For  he  deyde  for  to 
mnho  concord.  /  And  more  shame  do 
they  to  Crist,  than  dide  they  that  him 
cmcifyede :  for  god  loveth  bettre,  that 
fiendshipe  be  amonges  folk,  than  ho  dide 
his  owene  lx>dy,  the  which  that  he  yal 
for  unitee.  Therfore  been  they  lykned 
to  the  devel,  that  evere  been  abont«  to 
maken  discord.  / 

§  46.  Now  comth  the  sinne  of  double 
tongo  ;  swiche  as  spoken  farre  bifom  folk, 
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and  ■wikkcdly  bihimlc  ;  or  dies  they 
maken  semblant  as  thongli  they  speke 
of  good  cr.tencionn,  or  elles  in  game  and 
pley,  and  yet  they  speke  of  wikked 
(570)  entente.  / 

§  47.  "Sow  oomth  biwreying  of  conscil, 
thnrgh  which  a  man  is  defamed  ;  portes, 
^45  nnnctlie  may  he  restore  the  damage.  / 

Now  comth  manace,  tliat  is  an  open 
folye ;  for  he  that  ofte  jnanaceth,  lie 
threteth  more  than  he  may  perionrne 
fill  ofte  tyme.  / 

Now  cometh  ydel  wordes,  that  is  with- 
oiiten  profit  of  him  that  speketh  tho 
wordes,  and  eek  of  him  that  herkneth 
tho  wordes.  Or  elles  ydel  wordes  been 
tho  that  been  nedelees,  or  with-outen 
entente  of  natnrel  profit.  /  And  al-be-it 
that  ydel  wordes  been  som  tyme  venial 
sinne,  yet  sholdc  men  donten  hem  ;  for 
we  shnl  yeve  rekeninge  of  hem  bifore 
god.  / 

Now  comth  janglinge,  that  may  nat 
been  withoute  sinne.  And,  as  seith 
Salomon,  'it  is  a  sinne  of  apert  folye.'  / 
And  therfore  a  philosophre  seyde,  whan 
men  axed  him  how  that  men  sholde  plese 
the  peple  ;  and  he  answerde,  '  do  many 
650  gode  werkes,  and  spek  fewe  jangles.'  / 

After  this  comth  the  sinne  of  japeres, 
that  been  the  develes  apes ;  for  they 
maken  folk  to  langhe  at  hir  japerie,  as 
folic  doon  at  the  gandes  of  an  ape.  Swiche 
japeres  deffondeth  seint  Paul.  /  Loke 
how  that  vertuouse  wordes  and  holy 
conforten  hem  that  travaillen  in  the 
service  of  Crist;  right  so  conforten  the 
viloyns  wordes  and  knakkes  of  japeris 
hem  tliat  travaillen  in  the  service  of  tho 
devcl.  /  Thise  been  the  sinnes  that  comen 
of  the  tonge,  that  comen  of  Ire  ^and  of 
othero  sinnes  mo.  / 

Sequitur  remedium  contra  peccatum  Ire, 

§  48.  The  remcdye  agajnis  Ire  is  a 
vertu  that  men  clepen  Mansuetude,  that 
is  Debonairetee  ;  and  eek  another  vertn, 
J580)  that  men  callen  Pacience  or  Snffrance.  / 

§  49.  Debonairetee  withdraweth  and 
refreyneth  the  stiringes  and  the  moc- 
vynges  of  mannes  corage  in  his  herte,  in 


swich  manere  that  they  ne  skippe  nat 
ont  by  angre  no  by  Ire.  /  Snffrance  (>55 
snffreth  swetely  alle  the  anoyannces  and 
the  wronges  that  men  doon  to  man  out- 
ward. /  Seint  Jerome  seith  thus  of 
debonairetee.  that  '  it  doth  noon  hann  to 
no  wight,  ne  seith ;  ne  for  noon  harm 
that  men  doon  or  seyn,  he  nc  eschaufcth 
nat  agayns  his  resoun.'  /  This  vertn 
som-tyme  comth  of  nature  ;  for,  as  seith 
the  philosophre,  '  a  man  is  a  quik  thing, 
by  nature  dcbonaire  and  tretable  to 
goodnesse  ;  but  whan  debonairetee  is 
enformed  of  grace,  thanne  is  it  the  more 
worth.'  / 

§  50.  Pacience,  that  is  another  rcmedyo 
agayns  Ire,  is  a  vertn  that  snffreth 
swetely  every  mannes  goodnesse,  and  is 
nat  wrooth  for  noon  harm  that  is  doon 
to  him.  /  The  philosophre  seith,  that 
'pacience  is  thilke  vertu  that  suffroth 
debonairely  alio  the  outrages  of  adver- 
sitee  and  every  wikked  word.'  /  This  660 
vertu  maketh  a  man  lyk  to  god,  and 
maketli  him  goddes  owone  dcrc  child,  as 
seith  Crist.  This  vertu  disconfitcth  thyn 
enemj'.  And  therfore  seith  the  wyse 
man,  '  if  thou  wolt  venquisse  thyn  enemy, 
lerne  to  .suffrc'  /  And  thou  shalt  nnder- 
stonde,  that  man  snffreth  foure  manere 
of  grev.ances  in  outward  thinges,  agayns 
the  whiclie  foure '  he  moot  have  fouro 
manere  of  paciences.  / 

§  51.  The  firste  grevanec  is  of  wikkedo 
wordes  ;  thilke  suffrede  Jesu  Crist  with- 
outen  grucching,  ful  paciently,  whan  the 
Jewes  despysed  and  repreved  him  ful 
ofte.  /  Suffre  thou  therfore  paciently ; 
for  the  wyse  man  seith  :  '  if  thou  strj've 
with  a  fool,  thougli  the  fool  be  wrooth  or 
though  he  laughe,  algato  thou  shalt  have 
no  reste.'  /  That  other  grevance  outward  (^g 
is  to  have  damage  of  thy  catel.  Ther- 
agayns  suffred  Crist  ful  paciently,  whan 
he  was  dospoylod  of  al  that  ho  haddo 
in  this  lyf,  and  that  nas  but  hise  clothes.  /  66; 
The  thridde  grevance  is  a  man  to  have 
hairm  in  his  body.  That  suffred  Crist 
ful  paciently  in  al  his  passioun.  /  Tho 
fourthe  grevance  is  in  outrageous  labour 
in  werkes.     Wlierfore  I  seye,  that  folk 
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that  maken  liir  servants  to  travaillon  to 
fjrevously,  or  oi\t  oftyme,  as  on  lialyilayes, 
soothly  they  do  greet  sinne.  /  Heer- 
agayns  snffrcJ  Crist  f'ul  paciently,  and 
tauglito  \is  pacience,  whan  lie  bar  np-on 
Ills  blissed  shulder  tlio  croys,  np-on  wliich 
he  shohle  suffreii  despitous  deeth.  /  Heer 
may  men  lerne  to  be  pacient ;  for  dertes, 
noght  only  Cristen  men  been  pacient  for 
love  of  Jesn  Crist,  and  for  gwerdoun  of 
the  blisfal  lyf  that  is  perdurable ;  bnt 
certes,  the  olde  payens,  that  nevere  were 
Cristene,  commendedcn  and  nsedcn  the 

I       vertn  of  pacience.  / 

§  52.  A  philosophre  up-on  a  tyme,  that 
wolde  liave  bcten  his  disciple  for  his  grete 
trespas,  for  which  he  was  grectly  amoeved, 

670  and  broghte  a  yerde  to  scourge  tlic  child  ;  / 
and  whan  this  child  saugh  the  j-erde, 
he  seyde  to  his  maister,  '  what  thenke  ye 
to  do?'  'I  wol  bete  thee,'  quod  the 
maister,  '  for  thy  correccion.'  /  '  For 
sothc,'  quod  the  child,  'ye  oghten  first 
correcte  yonre-self,  that  han  lost  al  youre 
pacience  for  the  gilt  of  a  child.'  /  '  For 
sothe,'  quod  the  maister  al  wepinge,  '  thon 
scyst  sooth ;  have  thou  the  yerde,  my 
dere  sone,  and  correcte  me  for  myn 
inpacience.'  /  Of  Pacience  comth  Obe- 
dience, thnrgh  which  a  man  is  obedient 
to  Crist  'and  to  alle  hem  to  whichc  he 

DO)  oghto  to  been  obedient  in  Crist.  /  And 
nnderstond  wel  that  obedience  is  pcrfit, 
whan  that  a  man  doth  gladly  and  hastily, 
with  good  herte  entierly,  al  that  he 
75  sholde  do.  /  Obedience  generally,  is  to 
perfoume  the  doctrine  of  god  and  of  his 
soveroyns,  to  whiche  him  oghte  to  ben 
obeisaunt  in  alle  rightwj'snesse.  J 

Sequitur  de  Accidia. 
§  53.  After  the  sinnes  of  Envie  and  of 
Ire,  now  wol  I  speken  of  the  sinne  of 
Accidie.  For  Envye  blindeth  the  herte 
of  a  man,  and  Ire  troublcth  a,  man  ;  and 
Accidie  maketh  him  hevy,  thoghtful,  and 
wrawe.  /  Envye  and  Ire  maken  bitter- 
nesse  in  herte ;  which  bitternesse  is 
moder  of  Accidie,  and  binimeth  him  the 
lo^-e  of  alle  goodne.sse.  Thanne  is  Accidie 
the  anguissh  of  a  trouble  herte ;  and  seint 


Angnstin  seith  :  '  it  is  anoy  of  goodnesso 
auil  joyo  of  harm.'  /  rortop.  this  is  a 
danipnablc  sinne  ;  for  it  doth  wrong  t'-> 
Josu  Crist,  in-as-muche  as  it  binimeth 
the  service  that  men  oghte  doon  to  Crist 
with  alle  diligence,  as  seith  Salomon.  / 
Bnt  Accidie  dooth  no  swich  diligence ; 
he  dooth  alle  thing  with  nnoy,  and  with 
wrawnes.se,  slaknesse,  and  excnsacionn, 
and  with  ydelnesscand  nnlnst ,  for  which 
the  book  seith  :  'acursed  bo  he  that  <]oth 
the  service  of  god  necligontly.' /  Tlianno  'So 
is  Accidie  enemy  to  everich  estaat  of  man  ; 
for  certes,  the  estaat  of  man  is  in  three 
maneres.  /  Outher  it  is  th'estaat  of  inmv 
cence,  as  was  th'estaat  of  Adam  biforn 
that  he  fil  into  sinne;  in  which  estaat 
he  was  holdon  to  wirehe,  as  in  lierj-ingc 
and  adonringe  of  god.  /  Another  estaat 
is  the  estaat  of  sinful  men,  in  which 
estaat  naen  been  holden  to  laboure  ia 
preyinge  to  god  for  amendement  of  hir 
sinnes,  and  that  he  wole  grannte  hem  to 
arysen  ont  of  hir  sinnes.  /  Another 
estaat  is  th'estaat  of  grace,  in  which 
estaiit  he  is  holden  to  werkes  of  penitence  ; 
and  certos,  to  alle  thisothinges  is  Accidie 
enemy  and  contrarie.  For  he  loveth  no 
bisinesse  at  al.  /  Now  certes,  this  fonle  610^ 
sinne  Accidie  is  eek  a  fnl  greet  enemy 
to  the  Ivflode  of  the  bo.ly ;  for  it  ne  hath 
no  purveaunce  agayn  temporelnecessitee : 
for  it  forsleweth  and  forsluggetli,  and 
destroyeth  alle  goodes  temporeles  by  , 
reccheleesnesse.  /  6J's 

§  54.  The  fourthethinge  is,  that  Accidie 
is  lyk  to  hem  that  been  in  the  pejTie  of 
helle,  by-cause  of  hir  slouthe  and  of  hir 
hevinesse ;  for  they  that  been  dampned 
been  so  bounde,  that  they  ne  may  neither 
wel  done  wel  thinke.  /  Of  Accidie  comth 
first,  that  a  man  is  anoyed  and  encombred 
for  to  doon  any  goodnesse,  and  maketh 
that  god  hath  abhonainacion  of  swich 
Accidie,  as  seith  seint  .Tohan.  / 

^  55.  Now  comth  Slouthe,  that  wol  nat 
sntfre  noon  hardnesse  ne  no  penaunce. 
For  soothlj',  Slouthe  is  so  tendre,  and  so 
delicat,  as  seith  Salomon,  that  ho  wol 
nat  suffre  noon  hardnesse  ne  penaunce, 
and   therfore   he    shendeth   al    that    ho 
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dootli.  /  Agapis  this  roten-herted  siiine 
of  Accidie  aiid  Slonthe  sliolde  men  exer- 
cise hem -self  to  docin  gode  verkes,  and 
m.inly  and  vertnously  caccheu  eornge  wel 
to  doon  ;  thinkinge  that  oure  lord  Jesu 
Crist  quyteth  every  good  dede,  he  it  never 
so  lyte.  /  Usage  of  hahour  is  a  greet 
thing;  for  it  niaketh,  as  seith  seint  Ber- 
nard, the  lahorer  to  have  stronge  armcs 
and  harde  sinwes  ;  and  Slouthe  maketh 

690  hem  fehle  and  tendre.  /  Thanne  comth 
drede  to  higinne  to  -werke  any  gode 
verkes ;  for  certes,  he  that  is  enclyned 
to  sinne,  him  thinketh  it  is  so  greet  an 
empryse  for  to  undertake  to  doon  werkes 
of  gooclnesse,  /  and  casteth  in  his  herte 
that  the  circumstaunces  of  goodnesse 
heen  so  grevouse  and  so  chargeaunt  for 
to  snffre,  that  he  dar  nat  nndertake  to 
do  werkes  of  goodnesse,  as  seith  seint 
Gregorie.  / 

§  56.  Now  comth  "wanhope,  that  is  de- 
Speir  of  the  mercy  of  god,  that  comth 
somtyme  of  to  mnche  outrageous  sorwe, 
and  somtyme  of  to  muche  drede  :  imagin- 
inge  that  he  hath  doon  so  muelie  sinne, 
that  it  wol  nat  availlen  him,  though  he 
wolde  repenten  him  and  forsake  sinne  :  / 
thtirgh  which  despeir  or  drede  he  abann- 
doneth  al  his  herte  to  everj'  maner  sinne, 
(620)  as  seith  seint  Augustin.  /  "Which  damp- 
nable  sinne,  if  that  it  continue  un-to  his 

695  ende,  it  is  cleped  sinning  in  the  holy  gost./ 
This  horrible  sinne  is  so  perilous,  that  he 
that  is  despeired,  ther  nis  no  felonye  ne 
no  sinne  that  he  douteth  for  to  do ;  as 
shewed  wel  by  Judas.  /  Certes,  aboven 
alle  sinnes  thanne  is  this  sinne  most 
displesant  to  Crist,  and  most  adversarie.  / 
Soothly,  he  that  despeireth  him  is  lyk  tlie 
coward  champioun  recreant,  that  seith 
creant  withoute  nede.  Alias  !  alias ! 
nedeles  is  he  recreant  and  nedeles  de- 
speired. /  Certes,  the  mercy  of  god  is 
evere  rody  to  every  penitent,  and  is 
aboven  alle  hise  werkcs.  /  Alias !  can 
nat  a  man  bithinke  him  on  tlie  gospel  of 
seint  Luk,  15.,  wliere-as  Crist  seith  that 
'  as  wel  shal  ther  be  joye  in  hevene  upon 
a  sinful  man  that  doth  penitence,  as 
up-on  nynety  and  nyne    rightful    men 


that  neden  no  penitence  ? '  /  Loke  forther, 
in  the  same  gospel,  the  joye  and  the 
feste  of  the  gode  man  that  liaddo  lost  his 
sone,  whan  his  sone  with  repentaunce 
was  retourned  to  his  fader.  /  Can  they 
nat  remembren  hem  eek,  that,  as  soith 
seint  Luk  x.viii"  capitulo,  how  tliat  the 
theef  that  was  hanged  bisydo  Jesu  Crist, 
seyde :  '  Lord,  remembre  of  me,  whan 
thou  comest  in-to  thy  rogne  ? '  /  '  For 
sothe,'  seyde  Crist,  '  I  seye  to  thee,  to-day 
shaltow  been  with  me  in  Paradys.'  / 
Certes,  ther  is  noon  so  horrible  sinne  of 
man,  that  it  ne  may,  in  his  lyf,  be  de- 
stroyed by  penitence,  thurgh  vertti  of 
the  passion  and  of  the  deeth  of  Crist.  / 
Alias  !  what  nedeth  man  thanne  to  been 
despeired,  sith  that  his  mercy  soredy  is  and 
large  ?  Axe  and  have.  /  Thanne  cometh 
Sompnolence,  that  is,  sluggj'  slombringe, 
which  maketli  a  man  be  hevy  and  dul,  in 
body  and  in  soule  ;  and  this  sinne  comth 
of  Slouthe.  /  And  certes,  the  tyme  that, 
by  wey  of  resoun,  men  sholde  nat  slepe, 
that  is  by  the  morwe ;  but-if  ther  were 
cause  resonable.  /  For  sootlily,  the  morwe- 
tj'de  is  most  covenable,  a  man  to  sej-e  his 
preyeres,  and  for  to  thinken  on  god,  and 
for  to  honoure  god,  and  to  ycven  almesse 
to  the  povre,  that  first  cometh  in  tlie 
name  of  Crist.  /  Lo  !  what  seith  Salomoii : 
'  who-so  wolde  by  the  morwe  awaken  and 
seke  me,  he  shal  finde.'  /  Thanne  cometh 
Xecligence,  or  recchelesncsse,  that  rek- 
keth  of  no-thing.  And  how  that  igno- 
raunce  be  moder  of  alle  liarm,  certes, 
Necligence  is  the  norice.  /  Necligence 
ne  doth  no  fors,  whan  he  shal  doon  a 
thing,  whether  he  do  it  weel  or  baddely.  / 
§  57.  Of  the  remedie  of  thise  two  sinnes, 
as  seith  the  wyse  man,  that  'he  that 
dredeth  god,  he  spareth  nat  to  doon  that 
hin\  oghto  doon.'  /  And  ho  that  loveth 
god,  he  wol  doon  diligence  to  plese  god 
by  his  werkos,  and  abaundone  him-self, 
with  al  his  might,  wel  for  to  doon.  / 
Thanne  comth  j-dolnesso,  that  is  the  yate 
of  alio  harnies.  An  ydel  man  is  lyli  to 
a  place  that  hath  no  walles  ;  the  develes 
may  entrc  on  every  syde  and  sheten  at 
him  at  discovert,  by  temptacion  on  every 
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40)  syde.  /  This  ydelnesse  is  the  thurrok  of 
aUe  wikked  and  vileyiis  thophtes,  nnd  of 

715  alle  jangles,  trufles,  and  of  alle  ordiire.  / 
Certes,  the  hevene  is  yeveu  to  hem  tliat 
wol  labouren,  and  nat  to  ydel  folk.  Eek 
David  seith  :  that  '  they  ne  been  nat  in 
the  hibour  of  men,  ne  they  shul  nat  been 
whipiied  with  men,'  that  is  to  sej-n,  in 
purgatorie.  /  Certes,  thanne  scmeth  it, 
they  shul  be  tormented  Avith  the  devel 
in  helle,  but -if  they  doon  penitence.  / 

§  58.  Thanne  comth  the  siiine  that 
men  clepen  TanUta-i,  as  whan  a  man  is 
to  latrede  oi-  taryinge,  cr  he  wole  tume 
to  god  ;  and  certes,  that  is  a  greet  folj-e. 
He  is  lyk  to  hina  that  falleth  in  the  ilich, 
and  will  nat  aryse.  /  .\nd  this  ^yce 
comth  of  a  fals  hope,  that  he  thinketh 
that  he  sh;d  live  longe  ;  but  that  hope 
faileth  ful  ofte.  / 

§  5i.>.  Thanne  comth  Lachesse  ;  that  is 
he,  tliat  whan  ho  biginneth  any  good 
werk,  anon  he  shal  forleten  it  and  stinten ; 
as  doon  they  that  han  any  wight  to 
goveme,  and  ne  taken  of  him  na-more 
kepe,  anon  as  they  fiuden  any  eontrarie. 

'ao  or  anj-  anoy.  /  Thise  been  the  newe 
shepherdes,  that  leten  liir  sheep  witingly 
go  renne  to  the  wolf  that  is  in  the  breres, 
or  do  no  fors  of  hir  owene  governaunce.  / 
Of  this  comth  poverte  and  destruccionn, 
bothe  of  spirituel  and  temporel  thinges. 
Thanne  comth  a  manere  coklnesse,  that 
freseth  al  the  herte  of  man.  /  Thanne 
comth  unde\"ocioun,  thiirgh  Avhich  a  man 
is  so  blent,  as  seith  seint  Bernard,  and 
hath  swiche  langour  in  soule,  that  he 
may  neither  rede  ne  singe  in  holy  chirche, 
no  here  ne  thinke  of  no  devocioun,  ne 
travaille  with  hise  handes  in  no  good 
werk,  that  it  nis  him  unsavory  and  al 
apalled.  /  Thanne  wexeth  he  slow  and 
slombry,  and  sone  wol  be  wrooth,  and 
})  sone  is  enclyned  to  liate  and  to  envye.  / 
Thanne  comth  tlie  sinne  of  worldly  sorwe, 
swich  as  is  cleped  iristicia,  that  sleeth 
5  man,  as  seint  Paul  seith.  /  For  certes, 
swich  sorwe  werketh  to  the  deeth  of 
the  soule  and  of  the  body  also;  for  ther- 
of  comth,  that  a  man  is  anoyed  of  his 
owene  lyf.  /    AVherfore  swich  sorwe  short- 


eth  fill  ofte  the  lyf  of  a  man,  er  that  liis 
tynie  be  come  by  wey  of  kinde.  / 

Remedium  contra  peccatum  Accidie. 

§  60.  Aga>-ns  tliis  horrible  sinne  of 
Accidie,  Jind  the  branches  of  the  same, 
tlior  is  a  vertu  that  is  called  I'ortitudo 
or  .Stronirtlic ;  tliat  is,  an  aft'eccioun 
thurgh  which  a  man  despyseth  anoj-ous 
thinges.  /  This  vertu  is  so  mighty  an<l 
so  vigorous,  that  it  dar  withstonde 
mightily  and  wysely  kei)cu  liLin-self  fro 
perils  that  been  wikked,  and  wrastlo 
agayn  the  assantes  of  the  devel.  /  For  it 
enhaunceth  and  enforceth  the  soule,  right 
as  AcciiLie  abateth  it  and  makcth  it 
feble.  For  this  Furtitudo  may  endure  by 
long  suffraunce  the  travatUes  that  been 
covenable.  /  730 

§  61.  This  vertu  hath  manye  spec«s  ; 
and  the  firste  is  cleped  Magnaniniitee, 
that  is  to  sej-n,  greet  corage.  For  cci-tes, 
ther  bihoveth  greet  corage  agaius  Accidie, 
lest  that  it  ne  swolwe  tlie  soule  by  the 
sinne  of  sorwe,  or  destroye  it  by  wan- 
hope.  /  Tliis  vertu  maketh  folk  to  vuider- 
take  harde  thinges  and  grevouse  thinges, 
by  hir  owene  wil,  wj^ely  and  resonably./ 
And  for  as  muchel  as  the  devel  fighteth 
agayns  a  man  more  by  queyntise  and  by 
sleighte  than  by  strengtho,  thoi'fore  men 
shal  withstonden  him  by  wit  and  by 
resonn  and  by  discrecioon.  /  Thanne  am 
ther  the  vertues  of  feith,  and  liope  in  god 
and  in  hise  seintes,  to  acheve  and 
acomplice  the  g<xle  werkes  in  the  whiche 
he  pui-poseth  fermely  to  continue.  /  (660) 
Thanne  comth  seuretee  or  sikemesse ; 
and  that  is,  whan  a  man  ne  dnutoth  no 
travaille  in  tyme  omiuge  of  the  gode 
werkes  that  a  man  hath  bigonne.  /  735 
Thanne  comth  Magnificence,  that  is  to 
seyn,  whan  a  man  dot>th  and  pertburneth 
grete  werkes  of  g<x>dnesse  that  he  hath 
bigonne  ;  and  tliat  is  the  ende  w-hy  that 
men  sholde  do  gode  werkes  ;  for  in  tlie 
acomplissinge  of  grete  go»xle  werkes  l^'th 
the  greto  guerdoun.  /  Thanne  is  ther 
Constannce,  that  is,  stablenesse  of  corage ; 
and  this  sholde  l>eon  in  herte  by  stedefast 
feith,  and  in  mouth,  and  in  beringe,  and 
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in  chere  and  in  dede.  /  Eke  ther  been 
mo  spcciale  remedies  agaiiis  Accidie,  in 
diverse  -werkes,  and  in  considcracioun  of 
the  peynes  of  lielle,  and  of  the  joyes  of 
hevene,  and  in  trust  of  the  ^Ace  of  the 
holy  goost,  that  wole  yove  him  miglit  to 
perfourne  his  gode  entente.  / 

Sequitur  de  Auaricia. 

§  6-2.  After  Accidie  wol  I  speke  of 
Avarice  and  of  Coveitise,  of  wliich  sinne 
seitli  seint  Paule,  that  '  the  rote  of  alle 
harines  is  Coveitise' :  Ad  Timotheum,  sexto 
capittilo.  I  For  soothly,  whan  the  lierte 
of  a  man  is  confounded  in  it-self  and 
troubled,  and  that  the  soule  hath  lost  the 
coufort  of  gild,  thanne  seketh  he  an  ydel 
740  solas  of  worldly  thinges.  / 

§  63.  Avarice,  after  the  descripcion  of 
seint  Augustin,  is  likerousnesse  in  herte 
to  have  erthely  thinges.  /  Som  other 
folk  seyn,  that  Avarice  is,  for  to  pur- 
chacen  mauye  erthely  thinges,  and  no- 
thing yeve  to  hem  that  han  nede.  /  And 
iinderstoud,  that  Avarice  ue  stant  nat 
only  in  lond  ne  catel,  but  somtynie  in 
science  and  in  glorie,  and  in  every  manere 
of  outx-ageous  thing  is  Avarice  and 
Coveitise.  /  And  the  diiference  bitwixe 
Avarice  and  Coveitise  is  this.  Coveitise 
is  for  to  coveito  swiche  thinges  as  thou 
hast  nat ;  and  Avarice  is  for  to  withholde 
and  kepe  swiche  thinges  as  thou  hast, 
(.670)  with-oute  rightful  nede.  /  Soothly,  this 
Avarice  is  a  sinne  that  is  ful  dampnablo  ; 
for  al  holy  writ  curseth  it,  and  spokcth 
agayns  that  vyce ;  for  it  dooth  wrong  to 
745  Jesa  Crist.  /  For  it  bireveth  him  the 
love  that  men  to  him  owen,  and  turneth 
it  bakwai'd  agayns  alle  resoun ;  /  and 
maketh  that  the  avaricious  man  hath 
more  hope  in  his  catel  than  in  Jesu  Crist, 
and  dooth  more  observance  in  kepinge  of 
his  tresor  than  ho  dooth  to  service  of 
Jesu  Crist.  /  And  therfore  seith  seint 
Paul  ad  Ephesioa,  quinto,  tliat  '  an 
avaricious  man  is  in  the  thraldom  of 
•ydolatrie.'  / 

§  64.  What  difference  is  bitwise  an 
ydolastre  and  an  avaricious  man,  but 
that  an  ydolastre,  yiev  aventure,  ne  hath 


but  o  mawmet  or  two,  and  the  avaricious 
man  hath  manj-e  ?  For  ccrtes,  every 
florin  in  his  cofrc  is  his  mawmet.  /  And 
certes,  the  sinne  of  Mawmetrye  is  the 
firste  thing  that  God  deffended  in  the  ten 
comaundments,  as  bercth  witnesse  Exodi, 
cajiitido  xx°  :  /  '  Thou  shalt  have  no  false  75^ 
goddes  biforo  me,  ne  thou  shalt  make 
to  thee  no  grave  thing.'  Thus  is  an 
avaricious  man,  that  loveth  his  tresor 
Ijiforn  god,  an  ydolastre,  /  thurgh  this 
cursed  sinne  of  Avarice.  Of  Coveitise 
comen  thise  harde  lordshipes,  thurgh 
whiche  men  been  distreyned  by  tallages, 
custvimes,  and  cariages,  more  than  hir 
duetee  or  resoun  is.  And  eek  they  taken 
of  hir  bonde-men  amerciments,  whiche 
mighten  more  resonably  ben  clepcd 
extorcions  than  amerciments.  /  Of  whiche 
amerciments  and  raunsoninge  of  bonde- 
men,  somme  lordes  stywardes  seyn,  that 
it  is  riglitful ;  for-as-muche  as  a  cherl 
hath  no  temporel  thing  that  it  ne  is  his 
lordes,  as  they  seyn.  /  But  certes,  thise 
lordshipes  doon  wrong,  that  bireven  hir 
bonde-folk  thinges  that  they  nevere  yave 
hem  :  Augustimts  de  C'ivitate,  libra  mono.  /  (68 
Sooth  is,  that  the  condicioun  of  thraldom 
and  the  firste  cause  of  thraldom  is  for 
sinne  ;  Genesis,  quinto.  /  75; 

§  65.  Thus  may  ye  seen  that  the  gilt 
disserveth  thraldom,  but  nat  nature.  / 
M'herfore  thise  lordes  no  sholde  nat 
muche  glorifj-on  hem  in  liir  lordshipes, 
sith  that  hy  naturel  condicion  they  been 
nat  lordes  of  thralles ;  bvit  for  that 
thraldom  comth  first  by  the  desert  of 
sinne.  /  And  forther-over,  ther-as  the 
lawe  seith,  that  temporel  godes  of  bonde- 
folk  lieen  the  godes  of  hir  lordshipes,  ye, 
that  is  for  to  understondo,  the  godes  of 
the  emperonr,  to  defFenden  hem  in  hir 
right,  but  nat  for  to  robben  hem  ne  reveik 
hem.  /  And  therfore  seith  Seneca  :  '  thy 
prudence  sliolde  live  bcnignely  with  thy 
thralles.'  /  Tliilke  that  thou  clepest  thy 
thralles  been  goddes  peple ;  for  humble 
folk  been  Cristes  freendes ;  they  been 
contubernial  with  the  lord.  /  76* 

§  66.  Think  eek,  that  of  swich  seed  as 
cherles  springeth,  of  swich  seed  springeu 
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lordes.  As  wel  may  the  chorl  be  saved  as 
the  lord.  /  The  same  deeth  that  taketli 
the  cherl,  swich  di-eth  takoth  the  lord. 
Wherfbre  I  redo,  do  right  so  with  thj- 
cherl,  as  thou  woldest  that  thy  lord  dide 
with  thee,  ifthou  were  in  his  plyt./  Every 
sinful  n^an  is  a  clierl  to  sinne.  I  rede 
thee,  certes,  that  thou,  lord,  werke  in 
swiche  wyse  with  thy  cherles,  that  they 
rather  love  thee  than  drede.  /  I  woot  wel 
ther  is  degree  above  degree,  as  reson  is  ; 
and  skile  it  is,  that  men  do  hir  devoir 
ther-as  it  is  due ;  but  certes,  extorcions 
and  dospit  of  yourc  underlinges  is  damp- 
590)  nable.  / 

§  67.  And  forther-ovor  understond  wel, 
that  thise  conquerours  or  tiraunts  maken 
ful  ofte  thralles  of  hem,  that  been  bom  of 
as   royal   blood   as  been  they  that  hem 
^65  conqueren.  /      This    name   of   thraldonj 
was  nevere  erst  couth,  til  th.at  Xoe  scyde, 
that  his  sone  Canaan  sholdo  be  thral  to 
hise    bretheren    for    his   sinne.  /     What 
seye  we  thanne  of  hem  that  jiilen  and 
doon  extorcions  to  holy  chirche?    Certes, 
the    swerd,    that    men    yeveu    first    to 
a  knight  whan  ho  is  news  dubbod,  signi- 
fyeth    that    he    sholde    deffenden    holy 
chirche,  and  nat  robben  it  ne  pilen  it ; 
and  who  so  dootli,  is  traitour  to  Crist.  / 
And,  as  seith  seint  Augustin,  'they  been 
the   develes   wolves,   that  stranglen  the 
sheep   of  Jesu    Crist ' ;    and   doon  worse 
than   wolves.  /     For   soothly,   whan   the 
wolf  hath  ful  his  wombe,  he  stinteth  to 
strangle  sheep.     But  soothly,  the  pilours 
and  destroyours  of  goddes  holy  chirche 
ne  do  nat  so  ;  for  they  ne  stinte  nevero  to 
pile.  /     Now,   as  I  have  seyd,  sith  so  is 
that  sinne   >vas  first  cause  of  thraldom, 
thanne  is  it  thus  ;  that  thilko  tyme  that 
al  this  world  was  in  sinne,  thanne  was  al 
7;o  this  world  in  thraldom  and  subjeccioun./ 
But  certes,  sith  the  tyme  of  grace  cam, 
god   ordeyned    that  som   folk    sholde    be 
more  heigh  in  estaat  and  in  degree,  and 
som   folk   more  lowe,   and   that   everich 
sholde  be  ser%cd  in  his  estaat  and  in  his 
degree.  /     And  therfore,  in  somnie  con- 
trees  thor  they  byen  thralles,  whan  they 
hau  turned  hem  to  the  feith,  they  makeu 


liir  thralles  free  out  of  tliraldom.     And 
therfore,   certes,   the   lonl    oweth    to    hia 
man  that  the  man  oweth  to  his  lord.  / 
The  IVqie  calloth  him-self  servant  of  the 
servaunA  of  god  ;    but   foT-as-muche   as 
the  e.staat  of  holy  chirche  no  mighte  imt 
lian  be,  no  the  commune  profit  mighte 
nat  han  bo  kept,  ne  pees  and  reste  in 
erthe,   but-if  god   haddc   ordeyned   that 
som   men   hadde   hyer  degree  and    som 
men   lower:/   therfore   was   sovereyntee 
ordej'ned    to   kejie    and    mayntene   and 
deffenden  hir  underlinges  or  hir  subgets 
in  resoun,  as  ferforth  as  it  lyth  in  hir 
jiower ;    and   nat   to   destr<)yen   hem   ne 
confounde.  /  Wlierfore  I  seye,  that  thilke    700)' 
lordes  that  been  lyk  wolves,  that  devouren 
the  possessiouns  or  the  catel  of  povre  folk 
wrongfully,  with-outen  mercy  or  mesure,/  775 
they  shul  rcceyven  by  the  same  mesure 
that  they  han  mesured  to  povre  folk  the 
mercj'of  Jesu  Crist,  but-if  it  be  amended.  / 
Now  comth  deceito  bitwixe  marchant  and 
niarchant.    And  thow  shalt  nnderstonde, 
that   marchandyse   is   in   two   maneres; 
that   oon    is    bodily,    and   that   other   is 
goostly.     Tliat  oon  is  honesto  and  leveful, 
and  that  other  is  deshoneste  and  unleve- 
ful.  /    Of  thilke  bodily  marchandyse,  that 
is  leveful  and  honeste,  is  this  ;  that,  there- 
as  god  hath  ordeyned   That  a  regno  or 
a  contree  is  suffisaunt  to  him-self,  thanne 
is  it  honeste  and  leveful,  that  of  habnn- 
daunco  of  this  contree,  that  men  helpo 
another  contree  that  is  more  nedy.  /  And 
therfore,  ther   mote  been  marchaiits  to 
bringen  fro  that  o  contree  to  that  other 
hire   marchandyses.  /     That  other  mar- 
chandise,  that  men  hannten  with  fraude 
and  trecherie  and  deceite,  with  lesinges 
and  false  othes,  is  cursed  and  dampnablo.  /  781, 
Espirituel  marchandyse  is  projirel}-  .S\- 
monye,   that   is,   ontentif  desj-r  to   byen 
thing     espirituel,     that     is,     thing     that 
aperteneth  to  the  seintuarie  of  go<l  and  to 
cure  of  the  soule.  /     This  desyr,  if  so  be 
that  a  man  do  liis  diligence  to  parfoumen 
it,  al-be-it  that  his  desyr  ne  take  noon 
effect,  yet  is  it   to  him  a  deedly  sinne  ; 
and  if  he  bo  ordred,  he  is  irreguler.  / 
Certes,    Symonye    is    cleped    of    Symoa 
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Magiis,  that  woldo  liau  boglit,  for  tom- 
porel  catcl,  the  yifte  that  god  hadile 
yeven,  hy  the  holy  goost,  to  seint  Peter 
and  to  tlie  apostles.  /  And  therfore 
nnderstond,  that  hothe  ho  thsrt  sclletli 
and  he  that  Ijyeth  thinges  espii'ituels, 
been  cleped  Symonials  ;  be  it  by  catel,  be 
it  by  prociu-inge,  or  by  fleshly  ijreyere 
of  liise  freendes,  fleshly  freendes,  or 
(710)  ospiritiiel  freendes.  /  Fleshly,  in  two 
mancros ;  as  by  kinrede  or  othere  freendes. 
Soothly,  if  they  prayo  for  him  that  is  nat 
worthy  and  able,  it  is  Symonye  if  he  take 
the  benefice  ;  and  if  be  be  worthy  and 

-85  able,  ther  nis  noon.  /  That  other  manere 
is,  whan  a  man  or  womman  preyen  for 
folk  to  avauncen  liem,  only  for  wikked 
fleshly  affeccioiin  that  they  have  un-to 
the  persone  ;  and  that  is  foul  Symonye.  / 
But  certes,  in  service,  for  which  men 
yeven  thinges  espiritucls  nn-to  hir 
servants,  it  moot  been  understonde  that 
the  service  moot  been  houeste,  and  elles 
nat ;  and  eelc  that  it  be  with-outen  bar- 
gayninge,  and  that  the  persone  be  able.  / 
For,  as  seith  seint  Damasie,  '  alle  the 
sinnes  of  the  world,  at  regard  of  this 
sinne,  am  as  thing  of  noght ' ;  for  it  is 
the  gretteste  sinne  that  may  be,  after  the 
sinne  of  Lucifer  and  Antecrist.  /  For, 
by  this  sinne,  god  forleseth  the  chirche, 
and  the  soule  that  he  boghte  with  his 
jirecious  blood,  by  hem  that  yeven 
chirches  to  heni  that  been  nat  digne.  / 
For  they  putten  in  theves,  that  stelen  the 
soules  of  Jesu  Christ  and  destroyen  his 

790  iiatrimoine.  /  By  swiche  undigne  preestes 
and  curates  ban  lewed  men  the  lasse 
reverence  of  the  sacraments  of  holy 
chirche  ;  and  swiche  yeveres  of  chirches 
•  putten  out  the  children  of  Crist,  and 
putten  in-to  the  chirche  the  develes  owene 
.sone.  /  They  sellen  the  soules  that 
lambes  sholde  kepen  to  the  wolf  that 
stranglcth  hem.  And  therfore  shul  they 
iievere  luin  part  of  the  pasture  of  lambes, 
that  is,  the  blisse  of  hevene.  /  Now 
comth  hasardrye  with  hise  apurtenaunoes, 
as  tables  and  rafles ;  of  which  comth 
deceite,  false  othes,  chydinges,  and  alle 
ravines,  blaspheminge  and  reneyinge  of 


god,  and  hate  of  hise  neighebores,  wast  of 
godes,  misspendinge  of  tyme,  and  soni- 
tyme  manslaughtre.  /  Certes,  hasardours 
ne  mowe  nat  been  with-outen  greet  sinne 
whyles  they  haunto  that  craft.  /  Of  (7J0 
avarice  comen  cek  lesinges,  thefte,  fals 
witnesse,  and  false  othes.  And  yo  shul 
understonde  that  thise  been  grete  sinnes, 
and  expres  agayn  the  comaundements  of 
god,  as  I  have  seyd.  /  Fals  witnesse  is  in  795 
word  and  eek  in  dede.  In  word,  as  for  to 
bireve  thy  neighebores  goode  name  by 
thy  fals  witnessing,  or  bireven  him  his 
catel  or  his  heritage  by  thy  fals  witness- 
ing ;  whan  thou,  for  ire  or  for  niede,  or 
for  envye,  berest  fals  witnesse,  or  accusest 
him  or  excusest  him  by  thy  fals  witnesse, 
or  elles  excvisest  thy-self  falsly.  /  Ware 
yow,  questeniongeres  and  notaries !  Certes, 
for  fals  witnessing  was  Susanna  in  ful 
gret  sorwe  and  pej'ne,  and  many  another 
mo.  /  The  sinne  of  thefte  is  eek  expres 
agayns  goddes  heste,  and  that  in  two 
maneres,  corporel  and  espirituel.  /  Cor- 
porel,  as  for  to  take  thy  neighebores  catel 
agayn  his  wil,  be  it  by  force  or  by  sleighte, 
be  it  by  met  or  by  mesure.  /  By  steling 
eek  of  false  enditements  upon  him,  and 
in  borwinge  of  thy  neighebores  catel,  in 
entente  nevere  to  payen  it  agayn,  and 
semblable  thinges.  /  Espirituel  thefte  is  800 
Sacrilege,  that  is  to  seyn,  hurtinge  of  holy 
thinges,  or  of  thinges  sacred  to  Crist,  in 
two  maneres  ;  by  reson  of  the  holy  place, 
as  chirches  or  chirclie-hawes,  /  for  which 
every  vileyns  sinne  that  men  doon  in 
swiche  places  may  be  cleped  sacrilege,  or 
every  violence  in  the  semblable  jjlaces. 
Also,  they  that  withdrawen  falsly  the 
rightes  that  longen  to  holy  chirche.  / 
And  pleynly  and  generally,  sacrilege  is  to 
reven  holy  thing  fro  holy  place,  or  un- 
holy tiling  out  of  holy  place,  or  holy  thing 
out  of  unholy  place.  / 

Relevaclo  contra  peccatum  Avaricie. 

§  68.  Now  shul  ye  understonde,  that 
the  relcvinge  of  Avarice  is  misericorde, 
and  pitoe  largely  taken.  And  men 
mighten  axe,  why  that  misericorde  and 
pitee  is  relevinge  of  A^•arice?  /     Certes,  (73c 
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the  avaricious  man  shcweth  no  piteo  ne 
misericorde  to  the  nodcfnl  man  ;  fur  lie 
delyteth  liini  in  tlio  kcpiiigo  ot'liis  tresor, 
and  nat  in  tho  rescowing^e  no  relovinp;o  of 
his   evene-cristene.     And  therlore  sjKjke 

505  I  first  of  misericorde.  /  Thanne  is  miser- 
icorde, as  seith  the  philosophre,  a  vertii, 
hy  which  tho  corage  of  man  is  stircd 
by  the  misese  of  him  that  is  misesed.  / 
I'p-on  which  misericorde  folweth  pitee, 
in  parfourningo  of  charitable  werkes  of 

I  misericorde.  /  And  certes,  thise  thingcs 
3noe\'en  a  man  to  misericorde  of  Jesxi 
Crist,  that  he  yaf  him-self  for  onrc  giU, 
and  siiffred  deeth  for  misericorde,  and 
forgaf  ns  bnre  originate  siunes ;  /  and 
thcrby  relessed  ns  fro  the  peynes  of  helle, 
and  amenused  the  pejnics  of  purgatorie 
l>y  penitence,  and  yeveth  grace  wel  to  do, 
and  atte  histe  the  blisse  of  hevene.  /  The 
speces  of  misericorde  been,  as  for  to  lene 
and  fbr  to  yeve  and  to  foryeven  and 
relesse,  and  for  to  han  pitee  in  herte,  and 
compassionn  of  the  meschief  of  his  evene- 
cristene,  and  eek  to  chastyse  there  as 
10  nede  is.  /  Another  manere  of  remedio 
agayns  A^•arice  is  resonable  lai'gesse  ;  bnt 
soothlj-,  liere  bihoveth  tlie  consideraciouji 
of  the  grace  of  Jesu  Crist,  and  of  hise 
temporel  goodes,  and  eek  of  the  godes 
perdurables  that  Crist  yaf  to  ns ;  /  and 
to  lian  remembrance  of  the  deeth  tliat  he 
slial  receyve,  ho  noot  whanne,  where,  ne 
how  ;  and  eek  that  he  shal  forgon  al  that 
lie  hath,  save  only  that  he  hath  desponded 
in  gode  werkes.  / 

§  69.  But  for-as-muche  as  som  folk  been 
niTmesitrable,  men  oghten  eschue  fool- 
largesse,  that  men  clcpen  wast.  /  Certes, 
he  that  is  fool-large  ne  j^eveth  nat  his 
catel,  but  he  lescth  his  catol.  Soothly, 
what  thing  that  ho  yeveth  for  voyno 
glorie,  as  to  minstrals  and  to  folk,  for  to 
bercn  liis  renoun  in  the  Avorld,  he  hath 
1)  sinne  ther-of  and  noon  ahnosso.  /  Certes, 
he  lesoth  foulo  his  good,  that  ne  sekcth 
Mith  the  yifto  of  his  good  no-thing  but 
5  sinne.  /  He  is  lyk  to  an  hors  that  sckoth 
lather  to  di-inken  drovy  or  trouble  water 
than  for  to  drinken  water  of  the  c'lero 
welle.  /  And  for-as-muchel  as  they  yeven 


ther  as  they  sholde  nat  yeven,  to  hem 
apci-teneth  thilko  malisoun  tliat  Crist 
shal  yeven  at  tho  ihiy  of  dome  to  hem 
that  sliullen  been  dami>ncd.  / 

Sequitur  de  Gula. 

§  70.  After  Avarice  comth  Glotonyo, 
which  is  expres  oek  agayn  tlie  comaude- 
ment  of  god.  Glotonyo  is  nnmesnrable 
appetyt  to  eto  or  to  drinke,  or  elles  to 
d<)<m  y-nogh  to  the  unmoBuraldo  appet.vt 
and  desordeyneo  coveityse  to  eten  or  to 
drinke.  /  Tliis  sinne  corrnmped  al  tliis 
world,  as  is  wel  shewed  in  tlie  sinne  of 
Adam  and  of  Eve.  Loke  oek,  what  seith 
seiut  Paul  of  Glotonyo.  /  '  Mauye,'  seith 
seint  Paul,  'goon,  of  wliiche  I  have  ofto 
seyd  to  yow,  and  now  I  seye  it  wepinge, 
that  they  been  the  cnemys  of  the  eroys  of 
Crist ;  of  whiche  the  endo  is  deeth,  and 
of  whiche  liir  wombe  is  hir  god,  and  hir 
glorio  in  confusioun  of  hem  that  so 
saveren  erthely  thinges.'  /  He  that  is  8io 
usannt  to  this  sinne  of  Glotonyo,  he  no 
may  no  sinne  withstonde.  He  moot  been 
in  servage  of  alio  vyces,  for  it  is  the 
develes  liord  ther  he  hydoth  him  ami 
rostoth.  /  This  sinne  hath  manye  si)oces. 
The  firste  is  dronkenesse,  that  is  the 
horrible  sepulture  of  mannes  resoun  ;  and 
therfore,  whan  a  man  is  dronkcn,  he  hath 
lost  his  resoun  ;  and  this  is  deodly  sinne.  / 
But  soothly,  whan  that  a  man  is  nat 
wont  to  strong  drinke,  and  peravonttiro 
ne  knoweth  nat  the  strengthe  of  the 
drinke,  or  hath  feblesse  in  his  heed,  or 
hath  travailed,  thurgh  which  he  drinketh 
the  more,  al  bo  he  sodojTily  caught  with 
drinke,  it  is  no  deedly  sinne,  bnt  venial.  / 
The  scconde  spece  of  Glotonyo  is,  that 
the  spirit  of  a  man  wexeth  al  trouble  :  lor 
(.Ironkenessc  bireveth  him  tlie  discrecioun 
of  his  wit.  /  Tho  thridde  spece  of  ■  750) 
Glotonyo  is,  whan  a  man  devoureth  his 
mete,  and  hath  no  lightful  mauero  of 
etingc.  /  Tlio  f.)urtho  is  whan,  thui-gh  8.15 
the  grete  habundauncc  of  his  mete,  the 
humours  in  his  body  lioen  destemprod.  / 
The  fifthe  is,  forj-etolnesso  by  to  muchel 
drinkinge ;    for  which   somtjTue  a  man 
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ftirveteth  er  the  morwe  -what  lie  dide  at 
eveu  or  on  the  night  bifurn.  / 

§  71.  In  other  manere  been  distinct 
the  speces  of  Glotonye,  after  seint  Gre- 
gorie.  The  firste  is,  for  to  etc  biforn 
tynie  to  ete.  The  seconde  is,  whan  a  man 
get  him  to  delicat  mete  or  drinke.  /  Tlie 
thi-idde  is,  whan  men  taken  to  mviche 
over  mesure.  The  fonrthe  is  curiositee, 
with  greet  entente  to  maken  and  appa- 
ruillen  his  mete.  The  fifthe  is,  for  to  eten 
to  gi-edily.  /  Thise  been  the  fyve  fingres 
of  the  develes  hand,  by  whiche  he  draweth 
830  folk  to  sinne.  / 

Remedium  contra  peccatum  Gule. 

g  72.  Agaj^ns  Glotonye  is  the  remedie 
Abstinence,  as  seith  Galien ;  bnt  that 
holde  I  nat  meritorie,  if  he  do  it  only  for 
the  hele  of  his  body.  Seint  Augiistin 
wole,  that  Abstinence  be  doon  for  vertu 
and  with  pacience.  /  Abstinence,  he 
seith,  is  litel  worth,  bnt-if  a  man  have 
good  wil  tlier-to,  and  but  it  be  enforced 
by  pacience  and  by  charitee,  and  that 
men  doon  it  for  godes  sake,  and  in  hope 
to  have  the  blisse  of  hevene.  / 

§  73.  The  felawes  of  Abstinence  been 
Atteniperaunce,  that  holdeth  the  mene  in 
alle  thinges :  eek  Shame,  that  eschneth 
alle  deshonestee  :  Suffisance,  that  seketh 
no  riche  metes  ne  drinkes,  ne  dooth  no 
tors  of  to  outrageous  apparailinge  of 
mete.  /  Mesure  also,  that  restrejTieth  by 
resoun  the  deslavee  appetyt  of  etinge  : 
Sobrenesse  also,  that  restreyneth  the 
(/Co)  outrage  of  drinke :  /  Sparinge  also,  that 
restreyneth  the  delicat  ese  to  sitte  longe 
at  his  mete  and  softely;  wherfore  som 
folk  stonden  of  hir  owene  wil,  to  eten  at 
S35  the  lasse  leyser.  / 

Seqiiitur  de  Luxuria. 

g  74.  After  Glotonye,  tlianne  comth 
Lecherie  ;  for  thise  twosinnes  been  so  nj' 
cosins,  that  ofte  tymc  thoy  wol  nat  de- 
parte.  /  God  woot,  this  sinne  is  ful 
displesaunt  thing  to  god ;  for  he  seyde 
himself,  '  do  no  lecherie.'  And  therforo 
he  putte  grcte  peynes  agajais  this  sinne 
in  the  oldo  lawe./   If  wommtiu  tLral  were 


taken  in  this  sinne,  she  sholde  be  beten 
with  staves  to  the  deeth.  And  if  she 
were  a  gentil  womman,  she  sholde  bo 
sla.^ni  with  stones.  And  if  she  were 
a  In.sshopijes  doghter,  she  sholde  been 
brent,  by  goddes  comandement.  /  For- 
ther  over,  by  the  sinne  of  Lecherie,  god 
dreynte  al  the  world  at  the  dilugc.  And 
after  that,  he  brento  fyve  citees  witli 
tlionder-leyt,  and  sank  hem  in-to  hello.  / 
§  75.  Now  lat  us  spoke  thanne  of  thilke 
stinkinge  sinne  of  Lecherie  that  men 
dope  Avoutrie  of  wedded  folk,  that  is  to 
seyn,  if  thiit  oon  of  hem  be  wedded,  or 
elles  botlie.  /  Seint  John  seith,  that 
avoutiers  shvdlen  been  in  helle  in  a  stank 
brenninge  of  fyr  and  of  brimston  ;  in  fyr, 
for  the  lecherie  ;  in  brimston,  for  the 
stink  of  hir  ordure.  /  Certes,  the  breldngo 
of  this  sacrement  is  an  horrible  thing  ; 
it  was  maked  of  god  hiia-self  in  paradys, 
and  conformed  by  Jesu  Crist,  as  wit- 
nesseth  seint  Mathew  in  the  gospel : 
'  A  man  slial  leto  fader  and  moder,  and 
taken  him  to  his  wyf,  and  they  shullen 
be  two  in  o  flesh.'  /  This  sacrement  bi- 
toknetli  the  knittinge  togidro  of  Crist 
and  of  holy  chirche.  /  And  nat  only 
that  god  forbad  avoutrie  in  dede,  but  eek 
he  comanded  that  thou  sholdest  nat 
coveite  thy  ncighebores  wyf.  /  In  this 
hecste,  seith  seint  Augustin,  is  forboden 
alio  manere  covcitiso  to  doon  lecherie. 
Lo  what  seith  seint  Mathew  in  the  gospel : 
that '  who-so  seetli  a  womman  to  coveitiso 
of  his  lust,  he  hath  doon  lecherie  witli  hir 
in  his  herte.'  /  Here  may  ye  seen  that 
nat  only  the  dede  of  this  sinne  is  for- 
boden, bvit  eek  the  desyr  to  doon  that 
sinne.  /  This  cursed  sinne  anoyeth  gro- 
vousliche  hcni  that  it  haunten.  And  iirst, 
to  hir  soule  ;  for  he  oblygeth  it  to  sinno 
and  to  pejTio  of  doeth  that  is  perdur- 
able./ Un-to  the  body  anoyeth  it  gre  vously 
also,  for  it  dreyeth  him,  and  wastcth, 
and  shont  him,  and  of  his  blood  he  makoth 
sacrifycc  to  the  feend  of  hello  ;  it  wusteth 
his  catol  and  his  substaunce.  /  Anu 
certes,  if  it  be  a  foul  thing,  a  man  to 
waste  his  catel  on  wommen,  yet  is  it 
afoiUor  thiugwhan  that, for  swich  ordure, 
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wommen  dispenden  iip-on  men  hit  catel 

niid  substaiince.  /  This  siniio,  as  seith 
tlie  jiropheto,  birevoth  man  and  wonuiian 
hir  gode  fame,  and  al  liir  honour  ;  and  it 
is  ful  pleasaunt  to  tlie  devel  ;  for  ther-by 
winneth  he  the  mosto  partie  of  this 
world.  /  And  riijlit  as  a  marchant  de- 
lyteth  liim  most  in  chartare  that  he  hath 
most  avantage  of,  right  so  dolyteth  the 
feend  in  this  ordure.  / 

§  76.  This  is  that  other  hand  of  the 
devel,  with  i'yvo  fingres,  to  cacche  the 
peple  to  his  vileinyo.  /  The  firste  finger 
is  the  fool  lookinge  of  the  fool  woniman 
and  of  the  fool  man,  that  sleoth,  right  as 
the  basilicok  sleeth  folk  by  the  venim  of 
his  sighte  ;  for  the  coveitise  of  eyen  fol- 
wt'th  tlie  coveitise  of  the  herto.  /  The 
seconde  linger  is  the  vileyns  tonchinge  in 
wikkede  manei-e ;  and  ther-foro  seith 
Salomon,  that  who-so  toucheth  and  hand- 
leth  a  womman,  ho  fareth  lyk  him  that 
hantlletli  the  scorpioun  that  stingeth  and 
sodejTxly  sleeth  tliurgh  his  enveniminge  ; 
as  who-so  toiicheth  warm  pich,  it  shent 
his  lingres. /  The  thridde.  is  foulo  wordes, 
that  fareth  lyk  fyr,  that  right  anon  bren- 
neth  the  herto.  /  The  fourthe  finger  is 
the  kissinge  ;  and  trewely  he  were  a  gi-eet 
I'ool  that  wolde  kissc  the  month  of  a  bren- 
ningo  ovene  or  of  a  founieys.  /  And 
more  fooles  be«n  they  that  kissen  in 
viloinye  ;  for  that  naouth  is  the  mouth  of 
helle  :  and  namely,  thise  oldc  dotardes 
holours,  yet  wol  thoy  kisso,  though  thej- 
may  nat  do,  and  smatro  hem.  /  Certes, 
they  been  lyk  to  houndes  ;  for  an  hound, 
wlian  he  comth  by  the  roser  or  by  othere 
"t-busshes,  though  he  may  nat  pisse,  yet 
wole  he  hevo  up  his  leg  and  make  a  con- 
tenaunee  to  pisse.  /  And  for  that  many 
man  wencth  that  he  ma;,-  nat  sinne,  for 
no  ILkerousnesse  that  ho  doth  with  his  wyf ; 
certes,  that  opinion  is  fals.  Goil  woot, 
a  man  may  sleou  him-solf  with  his  owene 
kiiyf,  and  make  him-scd^■en  ilronken  of 
his  owene  tonne.  /  Cei-tes,  be  it  wyf,  be 
it  chUd,  or  any  worldly  tiling  that  he 
lovoth  biforn  god,  it  is  liis  maumet,  and 
he  is  an  ydolastre.  /  ^Man  sholdo  loven 
his  wj-f    by  discrecioun,   paciently  and 


atemprely  ;  and  thanne  is  she  fts  though 
it  wen;  his  snster.  /  The  ftfthe  finger  of 
the  doveles  hancl  is  the  stinkinge  dcde  of 
Lecherie.  /  Certes,  the  fj've  fingros  of 
Glotonie  the  feend  put  in  tlie  wombe 
of  a  man,  and  with  hise  fyve  fyiigres 
of  Lecherie  ho  gripetli  him  by  tlio  renies, 
for  to  throweji  him  in-to  tlio  fonrntys  of 
helle  ;  /  ther-as  they  shul  han  the  fyr 
and  the  wormes  that  evere  shul  lasten, 
and  wepinge  and  wailinge,  sharp  hunger 
and  thurst,  and  grinnios.so  of  develes  that 
shullon  al  to-tredo  hem,  with-outen  re.'spit 
and  with-outen  ende.  /  Of  Lecherie,  as  (79c) 
I  seyde,  sourden  diverse  siieces  :  as  forni- 
cacioun,that  is  bitwi.xeman  and  womman 
that  been  nat  marieil  ;  and  this  is  deedly 
sinne  and  agayns  nature.  /  Al  that  is  865 
enemy  and  destrticcionn  to  nature  i.<» 
agayns  nature.  /  Parfay,  the  resoun  of 
a  man  telleth  eek  him  wel  that  it  is 
deedly  sinne,  for-a.s-muche  as  god  forbad 
Lecherie.  And  seint  Paul  yeveth  hem 
the  reg^ne,  that  nis  dewe  to  no  wight  but 
to  hem  that  doon  deedly  sinne.  /  Another 
sinne  of  Lecherie  is  to  bireve  a  m.ij-den  of 
hir  maydenhede  ;  for  he  that  so  dooth, 
certes,  ho  casteth  a  maj'den  out  of  the 
hyeste  degree  that  is  in  this  present  lyf,/ 
and  bireveth  hir  thilko  precious  fruit 
that  the  book  clepeth  '  the  hundred  fruit.' 
I  ne  can  seye  it  noon  other  weyes  in  Eng- 
lish, but  in  Latin  it  highte  Centcvi laus 
/riicttis.  Certes,  he  that  so  dooth  is  cause 
of  nianyo  damages  and  vileinyes,  mo  than 
any  man  can  rekene  :  right  as  he  soni- 
tyme  is  cause  of  alio  damages  that  bestos 
don  in  the  foeld,  that  breketh  the  hegge 
or  the  closnre ;  thurgh  wliich  he  de- 
stroyeth  that  may  nat  been  restored.  /  g-o 
For  cei'te.'!,  na-more  may  maydenliode  Ix; 
restored  than  an  arm  that  is  smiten  fro 
the  body  maj-  retourne  agayn  to  wexe.  / 
She  may  have  mercy,  this  woot  I  wel,  if 
she  do  penitence  ;  but  nevere  shal  it  bo 
that  she  nas  corrupt.  /  And  al-bo-it  so 
that  I  have  spoken  somwhat  of  Avoutrio, 
it  is  good  to  she  wen  mo  perils  that  longen 
to  Avoutrie,  for  to  eschuo  that  foulo 
sinne.  /  Avoutrie  in  Latin  is  for  to  seyn, 
approchinge  of  other  maniies  bed,  thurgh 
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wliicli  tlio  that  wliyloni  weren  o  flessh 

SiKi)  abaundone  hir  bodyes  to  othero  pcrsones./ 
Of  this  sinne,  as  seith  the  >vyse  man, 
folwon  manye  harmes.  Fii-st,  brekinge 
of  feith  ;  and  ccrtes,  in  feith  is  the  kcye 

875  of  Cristendom./  And  vhan  tliat  feith  is 
broken  and  lorn,  soothly  Cristendom  stant 
■\-eyn  and  -with-onten  fruit.  /  This  sinne 
is  eek  a  thefte  ;  for  thefte  generally  is  fi>r 
to  reve  a  wight  his  thing  agajnis  his 
wille.  /  Certes,  this  is  the  fouleste  thefte 
tliat  may  be,  whan  a  womman  steleth  hir 
body  from  hir  housbonde  and  yeveth  it 
to  hire  holoiir  to  dofoulen  hir ;  and  steleth 
hir  sonle  fro  Crist,  and  yeveth  it  to  the 
devel.  /  This  is  a  fouler  thefte,  than  for 
to  breke  a  chirche  and  stele  the  chalice  ; 
for  thise  avoutiers  breken  the  temple  of 
god  spiritually,  and  stelen  the  vessel  of 
grace,  that  is,  the  bodj-  and  the  soule,  for 
•which  Crist  shal  destroyen  hem,  as  seith 
seint  Paul.  /  Soothly  of  this  thefte 
douted  gretly  Joseph,  "whan  that  his 
lordcs  "Nvj-f  ijrcyed  him  of  vileinye,  whan 
he  seyde,  '  lo,  my  lady,  how  my  lord  hath 
talte  to  me  under  my  wards  al  that  he 
hath  in  this  world ;  ne  no-thing  of  hise 
t  hinges  is  out  of  my  power,  but  only  ye 

S80  that  been  his  wyf.  /  And  how  sholde 
I  thanne  do  this  wikkednesse,  and  sinne 
so  liorribly  agayns  god,  and  agayns  my 
lord  ?  God  it  forbede.'  Alias  !  al  to  litel 
is  swich  trouthe  now  y-founde  !  /  The 
thriddc  hanri  is  the  filthe  thurgh  which 
they  breken  the  comandement  of  god,  and 
defoulen  the  auctour  of  matrimoine,  that 
is  Crist.  /  For  certes,  in-so-muclie  as  the 
sacrement  of  mariage  is  so  noble  and  so 
digne,  so  inuche  is  it  gretter  sinne  for  to 
lux-ken  it ;  for  god  made  mariage  in 
paradys,  in  the  estaat  of  innocence,  to 
mnltiplye  man-kinde  to  the  service  of 
god.  /  And  therfore  is  the  brekinge 
ther-of  more  gi^evous.  Of  which  bi-ekinge 
comcn  false  heires  oftc  tyme,  that  T('rong- 
fuUy  occupyen  folkes  lieritages.  And 
therfore  wol  Crist  putte  hem  out  of  the 
rt'gne  of  hevene,  that  is  lieritage  to  gode 

(810)  folk.  /  Of  this  brekinge  comth  eek  ofte 
tyme,  that  folk  unwar  wedden  or  sinnen 
with   hir   owene   kinrede;    and   namely 


thilke  harlottes  that  haunten  bordels  of 
thise  fool  wommen,  that  mowe  be  lykned 
to  a  commune  gonge,  where-as  men  purgon 
hir  ordure.  /  WHiat  seye  we  eek  of  putours 
that  liven  by  the  horrible  sinne  of  puterie, 
and  constreyne  wommen  to  yelden  to 
hem  a  certej-n  rente  of  hir  bodily  puterie, 
ye,  somtyme  of  his  owene  wyf  or  his 
child  ;  as  doon  this  baudes  ?  Certes, 
thise  been  cursede  sinnes.  /  Understond 
eek,  that  avoutrio  is  set  gladly  in  the  ten 
comandements  bitwixe  thefte  and  man- 
slaughtre  ;  for  it  is  the  gretteste  thefte 
that  may  be  ;  for  it  is  thefte  of  body  and 
of  soule.  /  And  it  is  lyk  to  homicyde ; 
for  it  kerveth  a-two  and  breketh  a-tAvo 
hem  that  first  were  maked  o  flesh,  and 
therfore,  by  the  olde  lawe  of  god,  they 
sholde  be  slayn.  /  But  nathelees,  bj-  the 
lawe  of  Jesu  Crist,  that  is  lawe  of  pitee, 
whan  he  seyde  to  the  womman  that  was 
founden  in  avoutrie,  and  sholde  han  been 
slayn  with  stones,  after  the  wil  of  the 
.Tewes,  as  was  hir  lawe  :  '  Go,'  quod  Jesu 
Crist,  '  and  have  na-more  wil  to  sinne  ' ; 
or, '  wille  na-more  to  do  sinne.'  /  Soothlj-, 
the  vengeaunce  of  avoutrie  is  awarded  io 
the  pej^nes  of  helle,  but-if  so  be  that  it  bo 
destourbed  by  penitence.  /  Yet  been  tlier 
mo  speces  of  this  cursed  sinne  ;  as  whan 
that  oon  of  hem  is  religious,  or  ellcs 
bothe  ;  or  of  folk  that  been  entred  in-to 
ordre,  as  subdekne  or  dekne,  or  preest,  or 
hospitalicrs.  And  evere  the  hyer  that 
he  is  in  ordre,  the  gretter  is  the  sinne.  / 
The  thinges  that  gretly  agreggen  liir 
sinne  is  the  brekinge  of  hir  avow  of 
chastitee,  whan  they  receyved  tlie  ordre./ 
And  forther-over,  sooth  is,  that  holy 
ordre  is  chief  of  <il  the  tresorie  of  god, 
and  his  especial  signo  and  mark  of  chas- 
titee ;  to  shewe  that  they  been  joyned  to 
chiistitec,  which  that  is  most  precious 
lyf  that  is.  /  And  thise  ordred  folk  been 
specially  tytled  to  god,  and  of  the  special 
mej-nee  of  god ;  for  which,  whan  they 
doon  deedly  sinne,  they  been  the  special 
traytours  of  god  and  of  his  peple  ;  for  they 
liven  of  the  peple,  to  preye  for  the  peple, 
and  whyle  they  been  suche  traitours,  Jiir 
proyersavailennattothepeple./    Preestes 
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been  anngele3,  as  by  the  dignitee  of  hir 
misterye  ;  but  for  Sotlie,  seint  Paul  soith. 
that  '  Sathanas  transformeth  him  in  an 

<)^  auugel  of  light.'  /  S<x>thly,  the  proost 
that  haunteth  deedly  sinnc,  lie  may  bo 
lykned  to  the  aungel  of  derknesso  trans- 
formed in  the  aungel  of  light ;  he  somoth 
aungel  of  light,  bat  for  sotlie  he  is  aungel 
of  Jerknosse.  /  Swiche  preostcs  been  the 
sones  of  Helie,  as  shewcth  iu  the  book  of 
Kinges,  that  they  weren  the  sones  of 
Belial,  that  is,  the  (level.  /  Belial  is  to 
seyn  '  with-outen  jugo';  and  so  faren 
thej- ;  hem  thinketli  they  been  free,  and 
han  no  juge,  na-more  than  hath  a  free 
bole  that  taketh  wliich  cow  that  him 
lyketh  in  the  toun.  /  So  fareu  they  by 
WDiiimen.  For  right  as  a  free  bole  is 
j--nough  for  id  a  toun,  right  so  is  a  wikked 
preest  corrupcioun  y-uough  for  al  a  par- 
isshe,  or  for  al  a  contrce.  /  Thiso  preestes, 
as  seith  the  lx)ok,  ne  conne  nat  the  mis- 
terie  of  preesthotle  to  the  peple,  ne  god 
lie  knowe  they  nat ;  the5'  ne  heldo  hem 
uat  apayd,  as  seith  the  book,  of  sodon 
flesh  that  was  to  hem  offred,  but  they 

00  toke  bj-  force  the  flesh  that  is  rawe.  / 
Certes,  so  thiso  shrewes  no  holden  hem 
nat  apayed  of  rosted  flesh  and  sode  flesh, 
with  which  the  peple  fedden  heni  in  greet 
reverence,  but  they  wolo  have  raw  flesh 
of  folkes  wj-ves  and  hir  doghtres.  /  And 
certes,  thise  wonameii  that  couseuten  to 
hir  harlotrie  doon  greet  wrong  to  Crist 
and  to  holy  chirche  and  alle  halwes,  and 
to  alle  scales  ;  for  they  bireven  alle  tliise 
him  that  sholde  worsliipe  Crist  and  holy 
chirche,  and  prcye  for  Cristene  soules.  / 
And  therfore  han  swiche  preestes,  antl 
hir  lemmanes  cek  that  consenteu  to  hir 
lecherie,  the  malisoun  of  al  the  coui-t 
Cristen,  til  they  come  to  amoudemcnt.  / 
The  thridde  spece  of  avoutrie  is  som-tymo 
bitwixe  a  man  and  his  wyf ;  and  that  is 
whan  they  take  no  reward  in  hir  assem- 
blinge,  but  onlj'  to  hire  fleshly  dclj-t,  as 
))  seith  seint  Jerome  ;  /  and  ne  rekken  of 
no-thing  but  that  thoy  been  assembled ; 
by-cause  that  they  been  marled,  al  is 
5  good  y-nough,  as  thinketh  to  hem.  / 
But  in  swich  folk  hath  the  devel  power, 


aa  seyde  the  anngel  Raphael  to  Thobie  ; 
for  iu  hir  a.s.s<'mbliiige  fliey  jmtten  .lesii 
Crist  out  of  liir  herte,  ami  yevcn  liem-s<-lt 
to  alio  ordure.  /  Tlie  fourthe  speoe  is, 
tlio  asscmbleo  of  hem  that  been  of  hire 
kinrode,  or  of  hem  that  been  of  oon 
aflinitee,  or  clles  with  hem  whh  whieln- 
hir  fadres  or  liir  kinrede  han  deh-d  in  tlic 
sinne  of  lecherie  ;  tliis  sinne  niaketh  hem 
lyk  to  houndeiJ,  that  taken  no  kepe  to 
kinrede.  /  And  certes,  parentele  is  in 
two  maneres,  outlier  goostly  or  fleslily  ;  • 
goostly,  as  for  to  delcn  with  hise  g'Hl- 
sibbes.  /  J'or  right  so  as  he  that  engen- 
droth  a  child  is  his  fleshly  fader,  right  so 
is  his  godfader  his  fader  espirituel.  For 
wliich'a  womman  may  in  no  lasse  sinm; 
assem'oleu  with  hir  gwisib  tlian  with  hir 
owene  fleshly  brother.  /  The  tifthospeco 
is  thilko  abhominablo  sinne,  of  which 
that  no  man  unnethe  oghto  speke  n<; 
wryto,  nathelees  it  is  openly  reherceil  iu 
holy  writ.  /  This  cursednesse  doon  men  910 
and  wommen  in  diverse  cnt<?nte  and  in 
diverse  manere ;  but  though  that  holy 
writ  speke  of  horrible  sinne,  certes,  holy 
writ  may  nat  been  defouled,  na-more 
thanthesonnethatshj-nethonthcmixen./ 
Another  sinno  aporteneth  to  lecherie, 
that  comth  in  slepingc;  and  this  sinno 
comet  h  ofte  to  hem  that  been  maydenes, 
and  cek  to  hem  that  been  corrupt ;  and 
this  sinne  men  clepen  iJoUucioun,  that 
comth  in  foure  maneres.  /  Somtyme,  of 
languissinge  of  body;  for  the  humours 
been  to  raiiko  and  habundauut  in  tho 
l)ody  of  man.  Somt>nno  of  infermetee : 
for  the  feblesso  of  tho  vertu  retentif,  as 
phisik  maketh  moncioun.  Somtyme,  for 
surfeet  of  mete  and  drinke.  /  And  som- 
t\-me  of  vileyns  thoglites.  tliat  been  ei;- 
closed  in  mannes  minde  whan  he  goth  to 
slepo ;  which  may  nat  been  with-oute 
sinne.  For  which  men  moste  kejien  hem 
wysely,  or  elles  may  men  sinnen  ful  gre- 
vously.  /  (840) 

Remedium  contra  peccatum  Luxurie. 

§  77.  Now  comth  the  rcmedie  aga.vns 
Lecherie,  and  that  is,  generally,  Chastitee 
and  Continence,  that  restreyueth  alle  the 
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desoixleynee  moeviugps  tliat  comen  of 
915  fleshly  talentes.  /  And  cvere  the  gretter 
merite  shal  he  han,  that  most  restrejmeth 
the  •wilvkede  esclianfingos  of  the  ordurn 
of  tliis  sinne.  And  this  is  in  two  maneres, 
that  is  to  scyn,  chastitee  in  mariage,  ami 
chastitce  in  widwehode.  /  Now  shallow 
tinderstonde,  that  matrinioine  is  leeffnl 
assemblinge  of  man  anil  of  womnian,  that 
receyven  by  rertu  of  the  sacrement  the 
bond,  tlinrgh  vhich  they  may  nat  be 
departed  in  al  hir  lyf,  that  is  to  sejm, 
wliyl  that  they  liven  bothe.  /  This,  as 
seith  the  book,  is  a  fal  greet  sacrement. 
God  maked  it,  as  I  have  seyd,  in  paradys, 
and  wolde  liim-self  be  born  in  mariage.  / 
And  for  to  halweii  mariage,  lie  was  at 
a  weddinge,  where-as  he  turned  water 
in-to  wyn ;  which  ^vas  the  firste  miracle 
that  he  wroghte  in  erthe  biforn  hise  dis- 
ciples. /  Trewe  eifect  of  mariage  clenseth 
foruicaciotm  and  replenisseth  holy  chirche 
of  good  linage  ;  for  that  is  the  ende  of 
mariage  ;  and  it  chaungeth  deedly  sinne 
in-to  %-enial  sinne  bitwLxe  hem  that  been 
y-wedded,  and  maketh  the  hertes  nl  oon 
of  hem  that  been  y-wedded,  as  wel  as  the 
020  bodies.  /  This  is  verray  mariage,  that 
was  establissed  by  god  er  that  sinne  bigan, 
whan  naturel  lawe  was  in  his  right  point 
in  paradys  ;  and  it  was  ordejiied  that  o 
man  sholde  have  but  o  womman,  and 
o  womman  but  o  man,  as  seith  seint 
Augustin,  l)y  manye  resouns.  / 

vj  78.  First,  for  rnariage  is  figured  bi- 
twixe  Crist  and  holy  chirche.  And  that 
other  is,  for  a  man  is  heved  of  a  womman  ; 
algate,  by  ordinaunce  it  sholde  be  so.  / 
For  if  a  womman  had  mo  men  than  oon, 
Thanne  sholde  she  have  mo  hevodes  than 
oon,  and  that  were  ai_  horrible  thing 
biforn  god  ;  and  eek  a  woniman  ne  mighte 
nat  plese  to  many  folk  at  ones.  And  also 
ther  ne  sholde  nevere  be  pees  ne  reste 
amongcs  hem ;  for  everich  wf)lde  axon 
his  owene  thing.  /  And  forther-over,  no 
man  ne  sholde  knowe  his  owene  engen- 
drure,  ne  who  sholde  have  his  heritage  ; 
and  the  womman  sholde  lx;on  the  lasse 
biloved,  fi-o  the  time  that  she  were  con- 
(850)  joynt  to  many  men.  / 


§  79.  Xow  comtli,  how  that  a  inan 
sholde  here  him  with  his  wyf;  and 
namely,  in  two  thinges,  that  is  to  seyn  in 
sutfraunee  and  reverence,  as  shewed  Crist 
whan  he  made  first  womman.  /  For  he 
ne  made  hir  nat  of  the  heved  of  Adam, 
for  she  sh<4de  nat  clayme  to  greet  lord- 
shipe.  /  For  thcr-as  the  wommai  hath 
the  maistrie,  she  maketh  to  /nuche 
desray ;  ther  neden  none  ensamples  of 
this.  The  experience  of  day  by  day  oghto 
suffyse.  /  Also  certes,  god  ne  made  nat 
Avomman  of  the  foot  of  Ad.am,  for  slie  ne 
sholde  nat  been  holden  to  lowe ;  for  she 
can  nat  paciently  suffre  :  but  god  made 
womnian  of  the  rib  of  Adam,  for  womman 
sholde  be  felawe  un-to  man.  /  Man  sholde 
here  him  to  his  wj'f  in  feith,  in  trouthe, 
and  in  love,  as  seith  seint  Paul :  that 
'  a  man  sholde  loven  his  wyf  as  Crist 
loved  holy  chirche,  that  loved  it  so  wel 
that  he  deyde  for  it.'  So  sholde  a  man 
for  his  wyf,  if  it  were  nede.  / 

§  80.  Now  how  that  a  womman  sholde 
be  subget  to  hir  housbonde.  that  telleth 
seint  Peter.  First,  in  obedience.  /  And 
cek,  as  seith  the  decree,  a  womman  that 
is  a  wyf,  as  longe  as  she  is  a  wyf,  she  hath 
noon  auctoritee  to  swere  ne  bere  witnesse 
with-oute  leve  of  hir  housbonde,  that  is 
hir  lord ;  algate,  he  sholde  be  so  by 
resoun.  /  She  sholde  eek  serven  him  in 
alle  lionestee,  and  been  attempree  of  hir 
array.  I  wot  wel  that  they  sholde  setten 
hir  entente  to  plescn  hir  housbondes,  but 
nat  bj-  hir  quej'ntise  of  array.  /  Seint 
Jerome  seith,  that  wyves  that  been  ap- 
parailled  in  silk  and  in  precipTis  purpre 
ne  mowe  nat  clothen  hem  in  Jcsu  Crist. 
What  seith  seint  John  eekin  this  materer/ 
Seint  Gregorie  eek  seith,  tliat  no  wight 
seketh  precious  array  but  only  for  veyne 
glorie,  to  been  lionoured  the  more  biforn 
the  peple.  /  It  is  a  greet  folye,  a  womman 
to  have  a  fair  nrraj'  outward  and  in  hir- 
self  bo  foul  inwanl.  /  A  ^vJ'f  sholde  eek 
be  mesnrable  in  lokinge  and  in  beringe 
and  in  laughinge,  and  discreet  in  alle  hir 
wordcs  and  hir  dedes.  /  And  aboven  alle 
worldly  thing  she  sholde  loven  hir  hous- 
bonde with  al  hir  herto,  and  to  him  be 
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trewe  of  liir  lioily ;  /  so  bIioMo  nu  lioiis- 
bontle  eek  Ije  to  his  wyf.  For  sitli  that  al 
the  IxKly  is  the  hoiisbondes,  so  sholde  hir 
hfirte  been,  or  elles  ther  is  ■|)itwixe  hem 
two,  as  in  tliat,  no  parfit  niaria^jp.  / 
Tlianno  shal  men  nmlcrstomle  that  lor 
three  thinges  a  man  ami  his  wyf  fleshly 
mowen  assemble.  The  firste  is  in  entente 
of  engendnire  of  children  to  the  service 
of  god.  for  certcs  that  is  the  cansc  fynal 
of  matrimoine.  /  Another  cause  is,  to* 
yelden  cverich  of  hem  to  other  the  detto 
of  hir  bodies,  for  neitlier  of  hem  hath 
power  over  his  owene  body.  The  thridde 
is,  for  to  pschewe  lecherye  and  vileinye. 
140  The  fertile  is  for  sothe  deedly  sinne.  / 
As  to  the  firste,  it  is  meritorie ;  the 
seconde  also  ;  for,  as  seith  the  decree,  that 
she  hath  merite  of  chastitee  that  yeldrth 
to  hir  housbonde  the  dette  of  hir  bodj-, 
ye,  though  it  be  agayn  hir  lylvingo  and 
the  lust  of  hir  herte.  /  The  thridde 
manere  is  venial  sinne,  and  trcwely  scarsly 
may  ther  any  of  thise  be  \vith-oute  venial 
sinne,  for  the  corrup?iou  and  for  the 
delyt.  /  Tlio  fourthe  manere  is  for  to 
tmderstonde,  if  they  assemble  only  for 
amorous  love  and  for  noon  of  the  for- 
seydo  canses,  but  for  to  accomplice  thilke 
brenninge  delyt,  they  rckke  nevere  how 
ofte,  sothly  it  is  deedly  sinne  ;  and  yet, 
with  sorwo,  somme  folk  wol  pejmen  hem 
more  to  doon  than  to  hir  appetj't  snf- 
fyseth.  / 

§  81.  Tlie  seconde  manere  of  chastitee 
is  for  to  been  a  clene  widewe,  and  eschne 
the  embracingos  of  man,  and  desyren  the 

■o)  embracinge  of  Jesu  Crist.  /  Thise  been 
the-)  that  ban  been  wy\'es  and  ban  forgoon 
hir  honsbondes,  and  eek  wommen  that 
han  doon  lecherie  and  been  releeved  by 

45  Penitence.  /  And  certes,  if  that  a  -wyf 
coiide  kepen  hir  al  chanst  l)y  licence  of 
hir  honsbonde,  so  tliat  she  yeve  nevere 
noon  occasion  that  ho  agUte,  it  were  to 
hire  a  greet  merite.  /  Tliise  manere 
wommen  that  observen  chastitee  moste 
be  clene  in  herte  as  well  as  in  body  and 
in  tboght,  and  mesnrable  in  clothinge 
and  in  contenannce  ;  and  been  abstinent 
in  etinge  and  drinkinge,  in  spekinge,  and 


in  dede.  They  been  the  ves.«el  or  the 
boyste  of  the  blissed  Ma<?<liilenc,  that 
fnlfilkth  holy  ehirche  of  poo<l  odonr.  / 
The  thridde  manere  of  chastitee  is  vir- 
ginitee,  and  it  bilioveth  th.it  ."she  1)0  holy 
in  hei-te  and  clene  of  Imdy;  thanne  is 
she  sponse  to  Jesn  Crist,  nml  she  is  th« 
lyf  of  angeles.  /  She  is  the  preisinge  of 
this  world,  and  she  is  as  thise  martirs  in 
cgalitee  ;  she  hath  in  hir  that  tonge  inny 
nat  telle  ne  herte  tbinke.  Virginit.-e  baar 
onre  lord  .Tcsu  Crist,  and  virgine  was 
him-selve.  /  9?** 

§  82.  Another  remedie  agaj-ns  T>echerie 
is,  specially  to  withdrawen  swiche  thinges 
as  yeve  occasion  to  thilke  vileinye :  as 
ese,  etinge  and  drinkinge ;  for  certes, 
whan  the  pot  boyleth  strongly.  tl\^  beste 
remedie  is  to  witbdrawe  the  fyr.  /  Slep- 
inge  longe  in  greet  quieto  is  eek  a  greet 
norice  to  Lecherie.  / 

§  8.3.  Another  remedie  agayns  Lecherie 
is,  that  a  man  or  a  womman  eschne  the 
companye  of  hem  by  whiche  he  donteth 
to  be  tempted  ;  for  al-be-it  so  that  the 
dede  is  withstonden,  yet  is  ther  greet 
temptacionn.  /  Soothly  a  whyt  wal,  al- 
though it  ne  brennc  noght  fiilly  by 
stikinge  of  a  candcle,  yet  is  the  wal  blak 
of  the  leyt.  /  Fnl  ofte  tyme  I  rede,  that  iSSo) 
no  man  tmste  in  his  owene  perfeccionn, 
btit  he  be  stronger  than  Sampson,  and 
holier  than  f  David,  and  wy.spr  than 
Salomon.  /  955 

§  84.  Xow  after  that  I  h.-we  declared 
yow,  as  I  can,  the  sevene  deedly  sinnes, 
and  somme  of  hir  branncbesand  hir  reme- 
dies, soothly,  if  I  conde,  I  wolde  telle 
yow  the  ten  coman<lements.  /  Bnt  so 
heigh  a  doctrine  I  leto  to  divines.  Xathe- 
lecs,  I  hope  to  go<l  they  been  touched'in 
this  tretice,  everich  of  hem  alle.  / 

De  ConfesBione. 

§  85.  Now  for-as-mnche  as  the  second 
partie  of  Penitence  stant  in  Confessionn 
of  month,  as  I  >)igan  in  the  first*  chapitre, 
I  seye,  scint  Angnstin  seith  :  /  sinne  is 
eveiy  word  and  every  dede,  and  al  that 
men   coveiten   agayn  the  lawe  of  Jesu 
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Crist ;  and  this  is  for  to  sinne  in  lierte,  in 
mouth,  and  in  dede,  by  thy  fyve  wittes, 
that  been  siglito,  hcringe,  snielHngje,  tast- 
inge  or  savouringe,  and  felinge.  /  Now 
is  it  good  to  nnderstonde  that  that 
960  agrcggoth  ninchcl  every  sinno.  /  Thoit 
shalt  considere  what  thou  ar.t  that  doost 
the  sinne,  ■whether  thoii  bo  male  or 
fomcle,  yong  or  ohl,  gentil  or  thral,  free 
or  servant,  liool  or  syk,  wedded  or  sengle, 
ordred  or  nnordred,  -wys  or  fool,  clerk  or 
seculer  ;  /  if  she  be  of  thy  kinrcde,  bodily 
or  goostly,  or  noon  ;  if  any  of  th  j'  kinrcde 
have  sinned  with  hir  or  noon,  and  manyo 
mo  thinges.  / 

§  86.  Another  circumstaunce  is  this ; 
whether  it  be  doon  in  fornicacioun,  or  in 
avoutrie,  or  noon  ;  incest,  or  noon  ;  may- 
den,  or  noon  ;  in  uianere  of  homic.yde,  or 
noon  ;  horrible  grete  siunes,  or  smalc  ; 
and  how  longe  thou  hast  continued  in 
sinne.  /  The  thridde  circumstaunce  is 
the  place  therthouhast  do  sinne ;  Vhether 
in  other  mennes  hous  or  in  thj-n  owene  ; 
in  feeld  or  in  chirchc,  or  in  chirche-hawe  ; 
(890  i  in  chirche  dedicat,  or  noon.  /  For  if  the 
chirche  be  halwed,  and  man  or  womman 
spille  his  kinde  in-with  that  place  l)y  wey 
of  sinne,  or  by  wikked  temptacion,  the 
chirche  is  entredited  til  it  be  reconciled 
9C5  by  the  bishop  ;  /  and  the  preest  that  dido 
swich  a  vileinye,  to  terme  of  al  his  Ij-f,  he 
isholde  na-niore  singe  masso  ;  and  if  he 
dide,  he  sholde  dooia  dcedly  sinne  at 
every  tyme  that  he  so  songe  masse.  /  The 
fourthe  circunistaiuice  is,  by  whiche 
mediatours  or  by  whiche  messagers,  as 
for  cntycement,  or  for  conscntement  to 
here  comi)anj-e  with  felaweshipe ;  for 
many  a  wreoche,  for  to  here  companye, 
wil,go  to  the  devcl  of  helle.  /  "^^^le^-fore 
they  that  cggen  or  consenten  to  the  sinne 
been  parteners  of  the  sinno,  and  of  the 
dampnacioun  of  the  sinner,  /  The  fifthe 
circumstaunce  is,  how  manye  tymes  that 
he  hath  sinned,  if  it  be  in  his  minde,  and 
how  oftc  tliat  he  hath  fallo.  /  For  lie 
lliat  ofte  falleth  in  smne,  he  desi)iscth 
the  miercy  of  god,  and  cncrcesseth  his 
sinne,  and  is  unkinde  to  Crist ;  and  he 
wexetU  the    more    feble    to    withstonde 
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sinne,  and  sinneth  the  more  lightly,  /  9;o; 
and  the  latter  aryseth,  and  is  the  more 
eschew  for  to  shryven  him,  namely,  to 
him  that  is  his  confessour.  /  For  which 
that  folk,  whan  they  falle  agayn  in  liir 
(ddc  folies,  o'uthcr  they  i'orleten  hir  olde 
confessonrs  al  outrcly,  or  elles  they  do- 
pai-ten  hir  shrift  in  diverse  places  ;  but 
soothly,  swich  departed  shrift  deservcth 
no  mercy  of  god  of  hiso  sinnes,  /  The 
sixte  circumstax^nce  is,  why  that  a  man 
sinneth,  as  by  whiche  temjitacioun  ;  and 
if  him-self  procure  thilke  temptaciour.. 
or  by  the  excj'tinge  of  other  folk  ;  or  if 
he  sinne  with  a  woniman  by  force,  or  ])y 
liir  owene  assent ;  /  or  if  the  womman, 
maiigree  hir  heed,  hath  been  afForced,  or 
noon ;  this  shal  she  telle  ;  for  coveitise, 
or  for  povei-te,  .and  if  it  was  hir  procuringe, 
or  noon  ;  and  swiche  manere  harnej-s.  /  (90 
The  sevcnthe  circumstaunce  is,  in  what 
manere  he  hath  doon  his  sinne,  or  ho-\\- 
that  she  hath  suffred  that  folk  han  doon 
to  hir.  /  And  the  same  shal  the  nian 
telle  ple.-\Tily,  with  alle  circumstaunces  ; 
and  whether  he  liath  sinned  with  comuno 
bordel-wommen,  or  noon  ;  /  or  doon  his 
sinne  in  holy  tymes,  or  noon  ;  in  fasting- 
tymes,  or  noon  ;  or  biforn  his  shriitc,  or 
after  his  latter  shrifte  ;  /  and  hath,  por- 
avcnturo,  broken  ther-fore  his  penance 
enjoyned ;  by  whos  help  and  whos  conseil ; 
by  sorceria  or  craft ;  al  moste  be  told.  / 
Alle  thise  thinges,  after  that  they  been 
grete  or  smale,  engreggen  the  conscience 
of  man.  And  oek  the  preest  that  is  thy 
juge,  may  the  bettre  been  a-vysed  of  his 
jngement  in  j'ovingo  of  thj'  ponaimce, 
and  that  is  after  th3'  contricioun.  /  For 
understond  wel,  that  after  tyme  that 
a  man  hath  defoulcd  his  baptesme  by 
sinne,  if  he  wole  come  to  salvacioun,  ther 
is  noon  other  wey  but  l:>y  jienitenco  ami 
shrifte  and  satislaccioun  ;  /  and  namelj-  98c 
by  the  two,  if  ther  be  a  confessour  to 
which  ho  may  shrj^-eu  him ;  and  the 
thridde.  if  he  have  lyf  to  parfournen 
it,/ 

g  87.  Thanno  shal  man  looke  and  con- 
sidere, that  if  he  wole  maken  a  trewo  and 
a  in-ofitable   confessioun,  ther  moste  be 
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foure  condiciouns.  /  First,  it  moot  been 
in  sorwoful  bitternosso  of  Ijprto,  ns  wytlc 
tbo  king  Kzokias  to  pod  :  '  I  w<.l  ivinom- 
bre  me  alle  tlio  yores  of  my  lyf  in  bittor- 
nesse  of  myn  lierto.'  /  Tliis  condicioun 
of  bittemesse  hath  fyvc  signes.  The  firsto 
is,  that  confessioun  niosto  be  shamefast, 
nat  for  to  covere  ne  byden  liis  sinnc,  for 
he  hath  apilt  his  god  and  defouled  his 
soule.  /  And  hor-of  seith  seint  Angustin  : 
'the  herte  travailleth  for  sliame  of  liis 
sinne' ;  and  fur  lie  hath  greet  shamcfast- 
nesse,  he  is  digno  to  have  greet  mercy  <>f 
god.  /  Swich  was  the  confession  of  the 
publican,  that  -woklo  nat  lieven  tip  liisc 
'■yen  to  hevene,  forhehadde  offended  god 
of  hevene;  for  wiiich  shainefiistuessc  he 
liadde  *anon  tlio  mercy  of  god./  And 
ther-of  seith  seint  Angustin,  that  swich 
sliamefast  folk  been  next  foryevenesse  and 
rcmissioiin.  /  Another  signe  is  humiliteo 
in  confessioun  ;  of  which  seith  seint  Peter, 
'Humbleth  j-ow  under  the  miglit  of  god.' 
The  hond  of  god  is  mighty  in  confession, 
for  ther->)y  go<.l  forj-eveth  thee  thy  sinnes  ; 
for  he  allone  hath  the  power.  /  And  this 
hiimilitee  shal  been  in  herte,  and  in  signe 
outward  ;  for  right  as  he  hath  liumilitee 
to  god  in  his  herte,  right  so  sholde  he 
humble  liis  body  outward  to  the  preest 
that  sit  in  goddes  place.  /  For  which  in 
no  manere,  sith  that  Crist  is  sovereyn 
and  the  preest  mene  and  mediatour 
bitwixe  Crist  and  the  sinnero,  and  the 
)  sinnere  is  the  laste  by  wey  of  resoun,  / 
thanne  sholde  nat  the  sinnere  sitte  as 
heighe  as  his  confessour,  but  knele  bifoni 
him  or  at  his  feet,  bnt-if  maladie  destourbe 
it.  For  he  shal  nat  taken  kepe  who  sit 
there,  but  in  whos  place  that  ho  sitteth.  / 
A  jnan  that  hath  trespascd  to  a  bud,  and 
comth  for  to  axe  mercy  and  maken  his 
accord,  and  set  liim  doun  anon  by  the 
lord,  men  wolde  holden  him  outrageous, 
and  nat  worthy  so  sone  for  to  have  remis- 
sioun  no  mercy.  /  The  thridde  signe  is, 
how  that  thy  shrift  sholde  be  ful  of  teres, 
if  man  may  ;  and  if  man  may  nat  wepe 
with  hise  bodily  eyen,  lat  liim  wepe  in 
herte.  /  Swich  was  the  confession  of 
seint   Peter ;    for  after   that    he    liadde 


forsake  Jesit  Crist,  ho  wente  out  and 
weep  ful  bitterly.  /  Tlie  fourtlie  .signo  is,  .ijjol 
that  he  ne  lette  nat  fur  shanie  to  shewen 
hi."?  confessioun./  Swich  was  the  con-  fj>jS 
fessioun  of  the  Magdelene,  that  no  spared, 
for  no  shame  of  hem  tliat  wereu  atte 
feste,  for  to  go  to  on  re  lord  .Tesu  Crist  and 
biknowe  to  him  hir  sinms.  /  Tlio  liitlio 
signo  is,  that  a  man  or  n  worn  man  bo 
obeisant  to  recey\-en  tlie  pen.-tnnco  that 
him  is  enjoyned  for  hise  sinnes  ;  for  certes 
.Tesu  Crist,  fur  the  giltes  of  a  man,  was 
obedient  to  the  deetli.  / 

§  88.  The  secoiido  condicion  of  verray 
confession  is,  that  it  be  hastily  d(V)n  ;  fur 
certes,  if  a  man  liiulde  a  deedly  wunndo, 
everc  tlie  lenger  that  he  tarieil  to  wari.ssbi' 
him-solf,  tlu^  niuro  wulde  it  cornipte  and 
haste  him  to  his  deeth ;  and  eek  the 
wounde  wolde  be  the  wors  for  to  hole.  / 
And  right  so  farcth  sinne,  that  longo 
tynie  is  in  a  man  nushewed.  /  Certes,  a 
man  oghte  hastily  shewen  hise  sinnes  fur 
manye  causes  ;  ns  for  drede  of  deeth,  that 
Cometh  ofte  sodonly,  and  is  in  no  certe\ni 
what  tjTne  it  .shal  be,  no  in  what  jilace  ; 
and  eek  tlie  dreechiiige  uf  o  synne  drawetli 
in  another;  /  and  eek  the  longer  that  he  ii.o<i 
tarieth,  the  ferther  he  is  fro  Crist.  And 
if  he  abyde  to  liis  laste  day,  scarsly  may 
ho  shiyven  him  or  remembre  him  of  hise 
sinnes,  or  repenten  him,  for  the  grevuus 
maladieof  his  deeth.  /  And  fur-.is-muclio 
as  he  ne  hath  nat  in  his  Ij-f  herkned  Jesu  " 
Crist,  whanno  he  hath  spoken,  ho  shal 
crye  to  Jesti  Crist  at  his  laste  day,  and 
scarsly  wul  he  herknehiin.  /  *  Anduiider- 
stond  that  this  con<iieiunn  moato  lian 
foure  thinges.  Thy  shrift  mosto  be  pur- 
veyed bifore  and  a\->'sed ;  for  wikkecl 
haste  <luth  no  profit ;  and  that  a  man 
cunne  sliryve  him  of  hi.se  sinnes,  b<^  it  o( 
pryde,  or  of  envye,  anil  so  forth  of  tht 
speces  and  circumstances ;  /  and  that  he 
have  comprehended  in  his  minde  tho 
nombre  and  the  greetnesse  uf  hise  sinnes, 
and  how  lunge  that  he  h.ith  leyn  in 
sinno  ;  /  and  eek  that  ho  bo  contrit  of  (93c) 
hise  sinnes,  and  in  stetlefnst  pnrjios,  by 
the  grace  uf  guil,  nevere  eft  to  fallo  in 
sinne  ;  and  eek  that  he  drede  and  conntre- 


A  a  3 


VM 


ZU  CantttBuv^  ^afee. 


[t.  §§  89,  90. 


^vait^:'  lujn-seli',  tliat  he  flee  the  occasiouns 

ioo5  of  sinne  to  wbiclie  he  is  euclynecl.  /  Also 
thou  shalt  shryve  thee  of  alle  thy  sinnes 
to  o  man,  and  nnt  a  parcel  to  o  man  and 
a  parcel  to  another  ;  that  is  to  under- 
stonde,  in  entente  to  departo  thy  confes- 
sionn  as  for  shame  or  drede  ;  tor  it  nis  hut 
stranglinge  of  thy  soiile.  /  For  certes, 
Jesu  Crist  is  ontierly  al  good ;  in  him  nis 
noon  inperfeccionn  ;  and  therfore  outlier 
he  forye'vetli  al  parfitly  or  never  a  deel.  / 
I  seye  nat  that  if  thou  be  assigned  to  the 
penitauncer  for  certain  sinne,  that  thou 
art  hounde  to  sliewen  him  al  the  reme- 
nannt  of  thy  sinnes,  of  whicho  thou  hast 
he  shriven  to  thy  curat,  but-if  it  lyke  to 
thee  of  thyn  humilitee  ;  this  is  no  de- 
partinge  of  shrifte.  /  Ne  I  seye  nat, 
ther-asi  speke  of  divisioun  of  confessioun, 
that  if  thoii  have  lycence  for  to  shryve 
thee  to  a  discreet  and  an  honeste  preest, 
■where  thee  lyketh,  and  by  lycence  of  thy 
curat,  that  thou  ne  mayst  wel  shryve 
thee  to  him  of  alle  thy  sinnes.  /  But  lat 
no  blotte  be  bihiude  ;nat  no  sinne  been 
xiutold,    as    fer    as    thou    hast    remem- 

loio  braunce.  /  And  whan  thou  shalt  bo 
shriven  to  thy  curat,  telle  him  eek  alle 
the  sinnes  that  thou  hast  doou  sin  thou 
were  last  y-sliriven  ;  this  is  no  wiklced 
entente  of  divisioun  of  shrilte.  / 

§  89.  Also  the  verray  shrifte  axeth 
certeine  condiciouns.  First,  that  thou 
■  shryve  thee  by  thy  free  -wil,  noght  con- 
strcyned,  ne  for  shame  of  folk,  ne  for 
maladie,  ne  swiche  thinges ;  for  it  is 
resoun  that  he  that  trespasseth  by  his 
free  wil,  that  by  his  free  wil  he  confesse 
his  trespas ;  /  and  that  noon  other  man 
telle  his  sinue  but  he  him-self,  ne  he  shal 
nat  nayte  ne  denye  his  sinne,  ne  wratthe 
him  agayn  the  preest  for  his  amouestingc 
to  leve  sinne.  /  The  scconde  condicioun 
is,  that  thj-  shrift  be  Liweful ;  that  is  to 
seju,  that  thou  that  sliryvest  thoe,  and 
eek  the  preest  that  hercth  thj-  confessioun, 

(940)  beenverraily  in  the  feithof  holycliirche ;  / 
and  that  a  man  ne  bo  nat  despeirod  of  the 

1015  mercy  of  Jesu  Crist,  as  Caym  or  Judas.  / 
And  eek  a  man  moot  acciiseu  him-self  of 
his  owene  trespas,  and  nat  another  ;  but 


he  shal  blame  antl  wytcn  him-self  and 
his  oweno  malice  of  his  sinne,  and  noon 
other;/  but  nathelees,  if  that  another 
man  be  occasioun  or  entycer  of  his  sinne, 
or  the  estaat  of  a  persone  be  swich  thurgh 
which  his  sinne  is  agregged,  or  elles  that 
he  may  nat  pleynlj'  shryven  hini  but  he 
telle  the  persone  with  which  he  hath 
sinned  ;  thanno  may  he  telle  ;  /  so  that 
his  entente  no  be  nat  to  hakbyte  the 
persone,  biit  only  to  declaj-en  his  con- 
fessioun. / 

§  90.  Thou  ne  shalt  nat  eek  make  no 
lesinges  in  thy  confessioun  ;  forhumiliteo, 
per-aventure,  to  seyn  that  thou  hast  doon 
sinnes  of  whiche  that  thou  were  nevere 
gilty.  /  For  seint  Aiigustin  seith  :  it 
thou,  by  cause  of  thyn  humilitee,*makest 
lesinges  on  thy-self,  though  thoii  ne  were 
nat  in  sinne  biforn,  yet  artow  thanne  in 
sinne  thurgh  thy  lesinges.  /  Thou  most 
eek  shewe  thy  sinne  by  thyn  owene  propro 
mouth,  but  thou  be  wexe  doumb,  and  nat 
by  no  lettre  ;  for  thou  that  hast  doon  the 
sinne,  thou  shalt  have  the  shame  therfore.  / 
Thoii  shalt  nat  eek  peynto  thy  confessiouii 
by  faire  subtile  wordes,  to  covere  the  more 
thy  sinne  ;  for  thanne  bigylestow  thy-self 
and  nat  the  preest ;  thou  most  tellen  it 
pleynl.y,  bo  it  nevere  so  foul  ne  so  horri- 
ble. /  Thou  shalt  eek  shrj've  thee  to  a 
preest  that  is  discreet  to  conseille  thee, 
and  eek  thou  shalt  nat  shryve  thee  for 
veyne  glorie,  ne  for  ,vp(jcrisye,  no  for  no 
cause,  but  only  for  the  doute  of  Jesu  Crist 
and  the  hele  of  thy  soule.  /  Thou  shalt 
nfit  eek  renne  to  the  preest  sodeynly,  to 
tellen  him  lightly  thy  sinne,  as  who-so 
telleth  a  jape  or  a  tale,  but  avysely  and 
with  greet  devocioun.  /  And  generall,^', 
shrjrve  thee  ofte.  If  thou  olte  falle,  ofto 
thou  arysc  by  confessioun.  /  And  thogh 
thou  shryve  thee  ofter  than  ones  of  sinne, 
of  which  thou  hast  be  shriven,  it  is  the 
more  morite.  And,  as  seith  seint  Augus- 
tin,  thoii  shalt  have  the  more  lightlj' 
relesing  and  grace  of  god,  botho  of  sinne 
and  of  pejiie.  /  And  certes,  ones  a  yere 
atte  leesto  wey  it  is  laweful  for  to  been 
housled  ;  for  certes  ones  a  yere  alio  thinges 
renovellen.  / 


k 


'531 


(9. 


10 


1'-  §§  9I-95-J 


I.    ZU  (ptraonta  Zak. 


Explicit  secituda  pars  Penitencie ;  et 
sequitur  tercia  pars  eiusdem,  de  Satis- 
faccione.    • 

§  91.  Now  ha\o  I  toM  yun  of  verra.^• 
Confessioun,  that  is  the  seconde  partie  of 
Penitence,  / 

The  thridde  partie  of  Penitence  is 
Satisfaccioun  :  and  that  stant  most  gene- 
rally in  nlmesse  and  in  lifMlily  jx-yne.  / 
Now  been  ther  three  inanero  of  almesscs  ; 
contricion  of  herte,  where  a  man  olfreth 
himself  to  god ;  another  is,  to  han  pitee 
of  defante  of  hise  ncighelioros ;  and  tlie 
thridde  is,  in  yevingo  of  good  conseil 
goostly  and  bodily,  -where  men  han  nede, 
I  and  namely  in  sustenaiince  of  mannes 
1030  fdde.  /  And  tak  keep,  that  a  man  hath 
need  of  thise  thinges  generally  ;  he  hath 
need  of  fode,  he  hath  nede  of  clothing, 
and  herberwe,  he  hath  nede  of  charitable 
conseil,  and  visitinge  in  prisone  and  in 
maladie,  and  sepulture  of  his  dede  body.  / 
And  if  thou  muyst  nat  visite  the  nedefnl 
■with  thy  persone,  ^•isito  him  hy  thy 
message  and  by  thy  yittes.  /  Thise  been 
generally  almesses  or  ■werkes  of  chariteo 
of  hem  that  han  temporel  riehesses  or 
discrecioun  in  conseilinge.  Of  thise 
werkes  shaltow  heren  at  the  day  of 
dome.  / 

§  92.  Thise  almesses  shaltow  doon  of 
thyne  owcnc  propro  thinges,  and  hastily, 
60,1  antl  prively  if  thou  mayst ;  /  bvit  nathe- 
lees,  if  thon  mayst  nat  doon  it  prively, 
thou  shalt  nat  forbere  to  doon  almesse 
though  men  seen  it ;  so  that  it  bo  nat 
doon  for  thank  of  the  workl,  but  only  for 
3  thank  of  Jcsu  Crist.  /  For  as  witnesseth 
seint  Mathew,  capitulo  qtiinto,  '  A  citeo 
may  nat  been  hi<l  that  is  set  on  a  raon- 
tayne  ;  no  men  lighte  nat  a  lanterne  and 
put  it  under  a  busshel ;  but  men  sotto  it 
on  a  candlo-stikke,  to  yeve  light  to  the 
men  in  the  hous.  /  Bight  so  shal  yoiue 
light  lighten  bifore  men.  that  they  may 
seen  youre  gode  werke.s,  and  gloriiie  jviire 
fader  that  is  in  hevene.'  / 

§  93.  Now  as  to  siieken  of  bodily  pejoie,  it 

stant  in  preyeres,  in  wakinges,  infastinges, 

in  vertuouse  techinges  of  orisouns.  /  And 

-ye  shul  vmderstonde,   that   orisouns   or 
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preyeres  is  for  to  seyn  a  pitou.^  wil  of 
herte,  that  redressefh  it  in  g<>d  and 
expresseth  it  l>y  wortl  outward,  to  re- 
niocvcii  li.'u  lai'sancl  to  ban  thinges  espiri- 
tuel  and  durable,  and  somtyme  temporel 
thinges ;  of  •whiche  oris<Juns,  certes,  in 
the  ori.soun  f)f  the  J'ater-noaler.  hath  Jesa 
Crist  enclosed  most  thinges.  /  Certes,  it 
is  privilegetl  of  three  thinges  in  his  dig- 
nitee,  for  which  it  is  more  digno  than 
any  other  preyere ;  for  that  Jesu  Crist 
him-self  maked  it ;  /  and  it  is  short,  for  it  1040 
sholde  be  coud  the  more  lightly,  and  t»v 
to  withholdon  it  the  more  esily  in  herte, 
and  helpen  liim-self  the  ofter  with  the 
orisoun  ;  /  and  for  a  man  sholde  be  the 
lasse  werj-  t<*seyen  it,  and  for  a  man  may 
nat  o.vcusen  hinx  to  lorne  it,  it  is  s<>  short 
and  so  esy ;  and  for  it  coniprehendeth  in 
it-self  alls  godo  preyeres.  /  The  e.\iK»si- 
cioun  of  this  holy  preyere,  that  is  so 
excellent  and  digne,  I  bitake  to  thise 
inaistres  of  tbeologie  ;  save  thus  uxuchel 
wol  I  seyn  :  that,  whan  tliou  prayest  that 
god  sholde  tbiyevc  thee  thj-  giltes  as  thou 
foryevest  hem  that  agilten  to  thee,  be  ful 
wel  war  that  thou  be  nat  out  of  charitee.  / 
This  holy  orisoun  ameuuseth  eek  venial 
sinne ;  and  therfore  it  aperteneth specially 
to  penitence.  /  (lyjdt 

§  94.  This  preyere  moste  be  trewely 
seyd.  and  in  verray  feith,  and  that  men 
preye  to  god  ordiuatly  aud  discreetly  and 
devoutly  ;  and  alwey  a  man  shal  potten 
his  wil  to  be  subget  to  the  willo  of  god.  /  1045 
This  orisoun  moste  eek  lieen  seyd  with 
g^-et't  humblesse  and  ful  pure  ;  honestly, 
and  nat  to  the  anoyaunce  of  any  man  or 
womman.  It  moste  eek  been  continued 
with  the  werkes  of  charitee.  /  It  avayletli 
eek  agayn  the  vyce.s  of  the  soule  ;  for,  as 
seith  seint  Jerome,  '  15y  fastinge  been 
saved  the  vyces  of  the  flesh,  and  by 
preyere  the  vyces  of  the  soule.'  / 

§  95.  Alter  this,  thou  shiUt  understonde, 
that  Ixidily  pej-ne  stant  in  wakiuge  ;  for 
Jcsu  Crist  seith,  'waketh,  and  preycth 
that  ye  ne  entre  in  wikked  temptacioun.'  / 
Ye  shul  luiderstanden  also,  that  fastinge 
slant  in  three  thinges;  in  forberinge  of 
bodily  mete  aud  drluke,  aud  in  forberinge 
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of  worldly  joliteo,  and  in  furlicringe  of 
deedly  sinne  ;  this  is  to  seyn,  that  a  man 
shal  kepen  him  fro  deedlj'  sinne  'with 
111  his  might.  / 

§  96.  And  thott  shalt  iinderstanden  eek, 
that  god  ordoyncd  I'astingo :  and  to  fa-st  inge 
1050  appertenen  foure  thinges.  /  Largenes.se 
to  iK)vi"e  folk,  gladne.sse  of  herte  espirituel, 
nat  to  been  angrj'  ne  anoyed,  ne  griicche 
for  he  fasteth  ;  and  also  resonable  houre 
for  to  ete  by  mesure  :  that  is  for  to  seyn, 
a  man  shal  nat  ete  in  tintyme,  no  sitte  the 
longer  at  his  table  to  ete  for  he  fasteth.  / 

S  97.  Thanne  shaltow  nnderstonde,  that 
1 M  idily  peyne  stant  in  disciplyne  or  tech- 
inge,  by  word  or  by  wrytinge,  or  in 
cnsample.  Also  in  -wering*  of  heyres  or 
of  stamin,  or  of  hanbergeons  on  hir  naked 
flesh,  for  Cristes  sake,  and  swiche  manere 
penances.  /  But  war  thee  wel  that  swiche 
manere  penances  on  thy  flesh  ne  make 
nat  thjni  lierte  bitter  or  angrj'  or  anoyed 
of  tliy-self ;  for  bettre  is  to  caste  awey 
thyn  heyre,  than  for  to  caste  away  the 
sikernesse  of  Jesn  Crist.  /  And  therfore 
seith  seint  Paul :  '  Clothe  yow,  as  they 
that  been  chosen  of  god,  in  herte  of 
misericorde,  debonairetee,  stifFratmce,  and 
swich  manere  of  clothinge ' ;  of  whiche 
Jesn  Crist  is  more  apayed  than  of  heyres, 
^980)  or  hanbergeons,  or  haiiberkes.  / 

§  98.  Thanne  is  disciplyne  eek  in  knok- 
kinge  of  thy  brest,  in  scourginge  with 
1055  yerdes,  in  knelinges,  in  tribulacions  ;  / 
in  suffringe  paciently  wrongos  that  been 
doon  to  thee,  and  eek  in  pacient  snff  laniico 
of  maladies,  or  lesinge  of  worldly  catcl, 
or  of  wyf,  or  of  child,  or  othere  freendes.  / 

§  99.  Thanne  shaltow  nnderstonde, 
whiche  thinges  destonrben  penattnce  ; 
and  this  is  in  four  maneres,  that  is,  drede, 
shame,  hope,  and  wanhope,  that  is,  des- 
peracion.  /  And  for  to  speke  first  of 
drede  ;  for  which  he  woneth  that  he  may 
snffre  no  penannce ;  /  thcr-agayns  is 
i-emedie  for  to  t  h  inke,  that  bodily  penannce 
is  but  short  and  litel  at  regard  of  the 
jiejTie  of  helle,  that  is  so  cmel  and  so 
long,  that  it  lasteth  with-onten  ende.  / 

§  100.  Xow  again  the  shame  that  a  man 
hath  to  shryven  him,  and  namely,  thise 


jpocrites  that  wolden  been  holden  so 
pariite  that  they  han  no  nede  to  shryven 
hem;  /  agayns  that  shame,  feholde  a  man  106 
thinke  that,  by  wey  of  resoun,  that  ho 
that  hath  nat  been  .ashamed  to  doon 
fonlo  thinges,  certes  him  oghte  nat  been 
ashamed  to  do  faire  thinges,  and  that  is 
con<essiouns.  /  A  man  sholde  eek  thinke, 
that  god  seeth  and  woot  alle  hise  thoghtes 
and  alio  hise  werkes ;  to  him  may  no 
thing  been  hid  ne  covered.  /  Men  sholden 
eek  remembren  hem  of  the  shame  that  is 
to  come  at  the  day  of  dome,  to  hem  that 
been  nat  penitent  and  shriven  in  this 
present  lyf.  /  For  alle  the  creatures  in 
erthe  and  in  helle  shullen  seen  apertly  al 
that  they  hyden  in  this  world.  /  (99 

§  101.  Now  for  to  speken  of  the  hope 
of  hem  that  been  necligent  and  slowe  to 
shryven  hem,  that  stant  in  two  maneres.  /  loC 
That  oon  is,  that  he  hopeth  for  to  live 
longe  and  for  to  purchacen  muche  richesse 
for  his  delyt,  and  thanne  he  wol  shrjrven 
him  ;  and,  as  he  seith,  him  semeth  thanne 
tjTncly  y-nough  to  come  to  shrifte.  / 
Another  is,  surquidrie  that  he  hath  in 
Cristes  mercy.  /  Agayns  the  lirste  vyce, 
he  shal  thinke,  that  oure  lyf  is  in  no 
sikernesse  ;  and  eek  that  alle  the  richesses 
in  this  world  ben  in  avonture,  andpassen 
as  a  shadwe  on  the  wal.  /  And,  as  seith 
seint  Gregoric,  that  it  aperteueth  to  the 
grete  rightwisnesse  of  god,  that  never© 
shal  the  peyne  stinte  of  hem  that  neverc 
wolde  withdr.awen  hem  fro  sinne,  hir 
tha.nkcs,  but  ay  continue  in  sinne  ;  for 
thilke  perpctucl  wil  to  do  sinne  shul  they 
han  perpetuel  peyne.  / 

§  102.  Wanhope  is  in  two  maneres : 
the  firstc  wanhope  is  in  the  mercy  of 
Crist ;  that  other  is  that  they  thinken, 
that  they  ne  mighte  nat  longe  persevere 
in  goodnesse.  /  The  firste  wanhope  comth  lo; 
of  that  he  demeth  that  he  hath  sinned  so 
grcetlj'  .and  so  ofte,  and  so  longe  leyn  in 
sinne,  that  he  shal  nat  be  saved.  /  Certes, 
ag.ayns  th.at  cursed  wanhope  sholde  lie 
thinke,  that  the  passion  of  Jesu  Crist  is 
more  strong  for  to  unbinde  than  sinne  is 
strong  for  to  binde.  /  Agayns  the  seconde 
wanhope,  he  slial  thinke,  that  as  ofte  as 
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he  fiilleth  ho  mny  arj'se  ngii.vn  hy  peni- 
toiice.  And  thogh  ho  never  so  longe 
have  leyn  in  sinne,  tho  mercy  of  Crist  is 
alwey  reily  to  recciven  him  to  mercy.  / 
Agayns  tho  wanhope,  that  he  ilemotli 
that  he  shohle  nat  longo  persevere  in 
goodnesse,  he  shal  thinke,  that  tlio 
feblesse  of  the  devel  may  no-tliing  doon 
but-if  men  wol  suffren  him ;  /  and  cek 
he  shal  hall  strengtlie  of  the  iielp  of  god, 
and  of  al  holy  chircho,  and  of  the  pro- 
teccioun  of  anngels,  if  him  list.  /  1 

§  103.  Thanne  shal  men  nnderstonde 
what  is  the  fruit  of  penaunce  ;  and,  after 
the  word  of  Jesu  Crist,  it  is  tho  endelees 
blisso  of  hevene,  /  ther  joye  hath  no  con- 
trarionsteo  of  wo  ne  grevaiince,  ther  alle 
harmos  been  passed  of  this  present  lyf ; 
thor-as  is  the  sikernesse  fro  the  pej-ne  of 
helle ;  ther-ns  is  the  blisful  companye 
that  rejojrsen  hem  everemo,  everich  of  ; 
otheres  joye  ;  /  ther-as  the  body  of  man, 
that  whyloni  was  fonl  and  derk,  is  more 
cleer  than  tlie  Sonne  ;  ther-as  tho  body, 
that  whylom  was  s^k,  freele,  and  fcblc, 
and  mortal,  is  inmortaJ,  and  so  strong 
and  so  hool  that  tlier  may  no-thing  : 
apeyren  it ;  /  ther-as  ne  is  neither  hanger,  ' 
thnrst,  ne  cold,  but  every  soulo  replenissed 
with  the  sight 0  of  the  parfit  kuowinge  of 
god.  /  This  blisful  regne  may  men  pur- 
chace  by  poverte  espirituol,  and  the  glorie 
by  lowcnesse ;  the  plentee  of  joye  by 
hunger  and  thurst,  and  the  reste  by 
travaille ;  and  the  Ij-f  by  deeth  and 
niortificacion  of  sinno.  / 


V 


Here  taketh  the  makere  of  this  book 
his  lave. 

§  104.  Xow  preye  I  to  hem  alle  that 
lierkne  this  litel  trotis  or  rede,  that  if 
ther  be  any  thing  in  it  that  lyketh  hem, 
that  ther-of  they  thanken  cure  lord  Jesu 


Crist,  of  whom  procodeth  al  wit  and  al 
gootlnesse.  /     And  if  ther  be  any  thing 
tliat  displeso  liem,  I  preye  hem  also  that 
they   arrotte    it    to  the  defante   of  niyn 
unconningc,    and    nat    ti>    my    wil.    that 
wolde  ful  fayn  have  seyd  bettre  if  I  haddo 
had  eonninge.  /     For  oure  Ixjke  seith, '  al 
that  is  writcn  is  writen  for  oure  doctrine ' : 
and   that   is   myn   entente.  /     AVherfore 
I  biseke   j-ow   niokely  for  tho  mercy  of 
god,  that  ye  preye  for  me,  that  Crist  have 
mercy  on  me  and  foryeve  me  my  giltes  :  /  (loiu) 
— and   namely,  of  my  translacions  and 
endj-tingesofworMlyvanitees,  tho  which© 
I  revoke  in  my  rotracciouns :  /  as  is  the  loS? 
book  of  Troilns  ;  The  book  also  of  Fame  : 
The  book  of  the  nynotene  Ijidies  :  Tho 
book  of  tlie  Duchesse  ;  Tlie  lx><>k  of  seint 
A''alentynes    day    of    the    Parlcmont    of 
Briddes  ;  The  tales  of  Caunterburj-,  thilko 
that  sounen  in-to  sinne  ;  /  The  book  of 
the  Leoun ;  and  many  another  book,  if 
they   were    in    my    remembrance;    and 
many  a  song  and  many  a  lecherous  lay  ; 
that  Crist  for  his  grete  mercy  I'oryeve  nio 
the  sinne.  /     But  of  the  translacion  of 
Boece  do  Consolacione.  and  othere  bokes 
of  Legendes  of  seintos,  and  omelies,  and 
moralitee,  and  devocioun,  /  that  thanko 
I  oure   lord  Jesu  Crist   and  his   blisful 
motler,  and  alle  tho  seintes  of  heveno ;  / 
bisekingo   hem   that  they  from  henncs- 
forth,    un-to   my   lJ•^•cs   ende,  sende   mo 
grace  to  biwayle  my  giltes,  and  t<>  stndio 
to   the    salvacioun    of   my    soulo  : — and 
graunte  me  grace  of  verray  penitence, 
confessionn  and  satisfaccioun  to  doon  in 
this  present  lyf;/    thurgh  the  benigne  1090 
grace  of  him  that  is  king  of  kinges  and 
preest  over  alle  preestes,  that  boghte  us 
with  the  precious  blood  of  his  herte  ;  /  so 
that  I  may  been  oon  of  hem  at  tho  day  of 
dome    that    shulle   be   saved :    Qui  cum 
IMtre,  iCc.  »o9» 


Here  is  ended  the  book  of  the  Tales  of  Caunterburj-,  compiled  by  Geffrey  Chaucer, 
of  whcs  soule  Jesu  Crist  have  mercy.    Amen. 


APPENDIX. 


VARIATIONS  AND  E:\IENDATI0NS. 

The  text  of  Chancer  is,  in  some  places,  corrupt,  and  in  othoi-s  can  be  niach 
improved  by  some  emendation,  usually  of  a  slight  character. 

Tlie  text  of  the  best  authorities,  as  improved  by  collation  with  other  good 
autliorities,  is  liere  given.  Variations  from  these  are  dcnoteil  by  an  obelus  (f;  ip 
the  text,  which  may  be  considered  as  marking  a  reading  as  to  which  there  is  some 
doubt.  These  are  most  numerous  in  the  Eomaunt  of  the  Rose,  the  Book  of  tlie 
Duchesse,  and  the  House  of  Fame.  There  are  very  few  doubtful  readings  in  the 
Canterbury  Talcs,  for  which  there  are  better  authorities  than  in  other  cases.  In 
the  following  Appendix  all  the  doubtful  readings  and  editorial  emendations  are 
accounted  for.  I  do  not,  however,  notice  words  which  are  placed  between  square 
brackets,  such  as  the  word  'a'  on  p.  1,  1.  12.  It  will  be  understood,  once  for  all, 
that  all  sxtch  words  are  siipjdied,  and-  are  mUsing  in  the  originals,  though  often 
necessary  for  the  sense  or  the  metre,  or  for  both. 


EOMAUNT  OF  THE  ROSE. 

The  authorities  are  G.  (the  Glasgow  MS.') ;  and  Th.  (Tliynne's  edition  of  15,^2). 
Also,  from  the  nature  of  the  case,  F.  (the  original  French  text,  here  quoted  from 
the  edition  by  Meon,  Paris,  1813).  No  other  authorities  exist.  Many  linos  are 
wholly  missing  in  G.  ;  and  when  it  is  not  cited,  this  must  be  understood.  Tlius,  it 
has  lost  lines  1-44. 

Page  1.  ^.  Th.  swouen  ;  hut  the  plural  is  rei/uircil.  4.  Th.  that  fal.<»e  ne  bene. 
25.  Th.  slepte  ;  (sleep  is  more  tmuil).     38.  Th.  hatte  ;  rend  bote  (be  calle<l}. 

Page  2.  66.  G.  Th.  had  ;  read  hath.  102.  G.  Th.  buskes  {not  Chaucer's  form\ 
no.  G.  Th.  gan  I.  138.  G.  Th.  Enclosed  was  ;  see  1.  1652  ;  F.  Tnnt  clog.  140.  G.  Tli. 
mynoresse  (!) ;  F.  moverresse. 

Page  3.  196.  G.  Th.  myscoueiting  0.) ;  F.  mesconter.  220.  G.  .Tli.  courtpy  {see 
Cant.  Tales,  A  290).     248.  Both  peynted. 

Page  4.  255.  Both  Upon  any  worthy  man  faUe.  277.  Both  and  so  breketli. 
324.  Both  rent. 

Page  5.  382.  Both  may  ncuer.  442.  Both  ay  Igh-inij  no  s-nae);  read  shal. 
444.  Both  grace  (!\  for  face  ;  F.  lor  im. 

Page  6.     485.  G.  laddris  ;  Th.  ladders ;    see  1.  52}.     49^.  G.  yeer ;  Th.  yere  ;  read 
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yerd ;  see  1.  656.  501.  Both  -w-oldc  {/or  nolde  ;  by  confusion).  s<.>~,.  Both  god  kepe  it 
fro  care,  a  false  rime  ;  clearly  substituted  for  god  it  kepe  and  were.  Were  is  the 
E.  spelling  of  tlie  verb  in  the  French  text,  which  has  que  Diex  garisse.  520.  Both 
For  ;  read  Ful ;  (wo  is  here  an  adjective  =:  sad).     536.  G.  ony  ;  Th.  any ;  read  a. 

Page  7.  564.  Some  lines  lost  here  ;  3  Zincs  of  F.  left  untranslated.  586.  Both  may ; 
read  mayden.  602,  Both  lande  of  Alexandryne  ;  but  Alexandryn  is  an  adjective, 
603.  G.  hidre  be  ;  Th.  lijther  be. 

Page  8.  660.  Both  places.  668.  Both  That ;  read  Tliese.  720.  Th.  reuelrye ; 
G.  reuerye  ;  F.  rcverdie. 

Page  9.  761.  Both  made  ;  read  make.  791.  Both  bode  {no  sense) ;  read  Bede  ;  Ne 
bede  I  n  I  would  not  offer. 

Page  10.  859.  G.  seye;  Th.  sey.  860.  G.  pleyed;;  Th.  pley  (!).  865.  Both  I  wot 
not  what  of  liir  nose  I  shal  descrys-c  {eleven  syllables).  866.  Two  lines  lost  here. 
879.  Both  Love  and  as  hym  likitli  it  be.  923.  Both  Turke  bowes  two  ful  wel  deuysed 
had  he  {too  long). 

Page  11.  959.  Both  shoten  ;  see  1.  989.  984.  Both  on  ;  read  of.  nxi-j.  Both  And  an  ; 
read  As  w'as  an;  F.  Ainsinc  cum.  1017.  Both  wyntred ;  but  sec  1.  1020.  1026.  Both 
thoiight ;  read  thinketh.  1031.  Both  Sore  (!j ;  F.  Bade.  1034.  Both  And  hight  1 !). 
'  Pago  12.  1037.  Both  in  werk  (!).  1058.  Th.  prill ;  G.  prile  ;  {error  for  prikke, 
uritten  so  as  to  look  like  prilke).  1080.  Th.  amyled  ;  G.  enameled.  1089.  Both  durst  (!); 
error  for  thurfte,  more  commonly  thurto.     11 17.  Both  ragounces  ;  "F.  jagonces. 

Page  13.  118S.  G.  sarlynysh ;  Th.  Sarlynysshe ;  F.  Sarrazinesche.  1201.  Both 
gousfaucoun  (I) ;  F.  gonfanon.  1210.  Both  He  caste.  1233.  Th.  hempe  ;  G.  hempe  ne 
(r=  hempene).     1236.  Both  a  ;  read  00  (one). 

Page  14.  1244.  Both  Bitokeneth.  1282.  Both  And  she  (!) ;  read  Youthe  ;  F.  Jonesce  ; 
see  1.  1302.  1303.  Both  that ;  read  thus  ;  see  1.  13 10.  1313.  G.  loreyes  (e?-ro?-/or  loreres); 
Th.  Laurclles.  1315.  Th.  ended;  G.  eended  (— y-cnded).  1324.  Both  durst  {as  in 
L  1089).  1332.  Both  she  {for  second  he).  1334.  Both  hadde  {for  bad) ;  and  bent  {for 
bende) ;  both  omit  it.     1335.  Both  an  {for  on). 

Page  15.  1341.  G.  hadde  me  shette  ;  Th.  had  me  shete  (but  shete  is  not  a  pp.). 
1343.  Both  had  mo  greued.  1348.  Both  hadde  in  all  the  gardyn  be.  1366.  Both 
gardin  (/or  yerd).     1369.  iJo^ft  Parys  (!) ;  .fov  i)aradj-s.     1397-8.  Th.  knytte,  sytte. 

Page   16.     1440.  Th.  dilectable.     1447.  Th.  garden  ;  read  yerde  in  ;  cf.   1348,  1366. 

1448.  Th.  efters  (!) ;    F.  tottt  I'cstre.     1453.  Th.  shoten  ;  read  shete.    Th.  goodnesse  {for 

good  mes) ;  cf.  3462.      1498.  G.  velaynesly  ;  Th.  vilaynously.     1527.  Both  musede  so. 

Page  17.     1591.  Both  entrees;  F.  Tout  Vestre.     1593.  Both  ye  {for  he).     1594.  Both 

Ye  {for  He).     1608.  Both  laughyng  (!) ;  read  loving. 

Page  18.  1641.  Both  sighed.  1644.  Both  strengthes.  1648.  G.  bitrisshed ;  Tli. 
bjtresshed.  1663.  Both  me  ;  read  be  ;  F.  fusse.  1666.  G.  wolo  ;  Th.  wol.  1674.  Th. 
ware;  G.  waxe  ;  both  have  Rone.  1698.  Both  hath;  omit  wel?  1700.  Both  roses. 
171 3.  Both  For  ;  read  Ful. 

Pago  19.  1721.  G.  botheum  ;  Th.  bothum.  1732.  2?of/j  Sithen.  1758.  Both  two(!). 
1766.  Both  certis  eucnly ;  read  certeiuly.  1771.  Both  his  ;  read  a.  1814.  Both  lefte  (!); 
read  felte. 

Pago  20,     1848.    Both  mighte  it.     1851.    Both  sene  I  hadde.     1853-4.    Both  thore, 
more;  «ee  1.  1857.     1860.  G.  Castith  ;  Th.  Casteth.     1913,  1914.   Traiuposed  in  G.,  Th. 
Page  21.     1924.  Both  softyng ;   see  1925.     1925.    Both  prikkith.      1965.  Both  loue ; 
read  louers.     2U)2.  Both  of ;  read  to. 
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Page  22.  20,^8.  Both  quej-nt.  2044.  Both  taken  ;  read  tau  ;  cf.  2068.  2046.  Both 
disteyned  ;  F.  Deceits.  2067.  Both  susprised.  2068.  Both  takcu  ;  read  tan  ;  cf.  2044. 
2076.  O.  disese  ;  Th.  desese  ;  F.  deaaaisir..     2116,  Both  degree. 

Page  23.  2154.  Both  Ligynneth  to  amende.  2176.  G.  say;  Th.  saye.  2185.  Both 
vnto  ;  fov  to.     2195.  Both  in  ;  read  a. 

Page  24.  2264.  Both  on ;  read  upon.  2271.  Th.  aumere  ;  G.  awxnere  ;  see  2087. 
2279.  Both  costneth  ;  F.  couate.  2285.  Both  Farce.  2294.  G.  Tli.  knowith  (!) ;  F.  rit. 
2302.  Both  i)le,ynoth  ;  reud  pleyeth.     2327.  Both  menen. 

Page  25.  2336.  Both  londes  ;  read  loues.  2341.  Both  this  swifte  ;  read  swich  yift ; 
F.  si  riche  don,  2365.  Both  and ;  read  in.  2427.  Th.  sene  ;  read  sende  ;  F.  envoier. 
2432.  Th.  gone  and  visjiion. 

Page  26.  2466.  Better  omit  of.  2473.  Both  Thought ;  read  That  swete  ?  2499.  G. 
yitt  ;  Th.  yet ;  read  yif. 

Page  27.  2564.  Th.  forwerede  ;  G.  forweriede  ;  8^63251.  2569.  Bothse:  read  seme. 
2617.  Both  I  wote  not;  read  I  noot.  26t9.  Both  better.  2621.  Both  on  hir  I  caste. 
2622.  Botli  That.     2628.  Both  liggen  ;  read  \y. 

Pago  28,  265a  Both  whider  (!).  2675.  Th.  whan  ;  G.  whanne  ;  read  wham,  or 
whoni ;  "F,  De  qid  tii  ne  pues  avoir  aise.  2676.  Corrupt.  "F.  An  departir  la  porte  liaiae 
(i.e.  the  lover  is  to  kiss  the  door).  271)9,  2710.  Both  more,  fore.  2712.  Both  to  gon  ; 
omit  to. 

Page  29.     2774.  Both  aftirward.     2796.  G,   ThenkjTig  ;    Th.  Tliynkj-ng  ;    cf.   2804. 
2824.  Both  not  ben ;  F.  tu  seroies.     2833.  Both  me  ;  read  hem  ;  cf.  2845. 
Page  30.     2917.  Both  thou  {for  they).     2935.  Both  declared  thee. 
Page  31.     2992,  Both  warrans  ;  F.  Ge  voua  i  puis  Men  garantir. 

Page  32.  3052.  Both  Venus  hath  flemed.  31 15.  Both  arise.  3125.  Both  And  later 
{or  lette)  it  growe  {too  tonrj).  3136.  Tli.  His  eyes  reed  sparclj-ng  as  the  fyre-glowe 
{too  long) ;  sparcljaig  is  a  gloss  on  reed. 

Page  33.  3150.  G.  it ;  Tli.  he  ;  read  I  :  F.  ge.  3207.  Both  For  Nature  ;  /  omit  For. 
3209.  Both  hut  if  the. 

Page  34.  3264.  Both  seyne  ;  feyne  seems  better.  3274.  Both  he  be  a ;  /  omit  a. 
3301.  After  gete,  Th,  inserta  the,  and  G.  thee.  3319.  Both  thought ;  read  taughte. 
3331.  iJo^/i 'Who  that ;  I  omit  thKi.     3337.  i?o?7i  cherisaunce  ;  F.  chcvisancc. 

Page  33.  3399.  Th.  forbode  ;  G.  forbede  ;  read  forbad.  3433.  Th.  suche  ;  G.  siohen  ; 
F.  puis  qii'il  me  siet. 

Page  36.  3447.  Both  where  that  the  ;  I  omit  that.  3490.  Both  That  he  had. 
3491.  G.  Thaune  ;  Th.  Tlian  ;  read  That;  F.  Qu'  A7iiors.  3522.  Both  ye  (for  he): 
F.  Que  il.      3525.  Both  it  is. 

Pago  37.  3548.  Tills  (-This  is);  F.  Cest.  3554.  Both  Vpon  (/o>- On).  3604.  Bead 
thar  ;  Th.  dare.     3626.  Th.  eftres.     3643.  Th.  the  god  of  blesse  ;  F.  Diex  la  beneie. 

Page  38.  3660.  Th.  That  so;  omit  so.  3690.  Th,  grapes  be  ripe.  3694,  2Jc)^A  Though. 
3697.  i?ot/i  rennyng  (!).  3698.  Both  come  {absv7-dhj)  \  seel.  2~oo ;  read  to  me.  3710.  G. 
herte  is  ;  Th,  hert  is  ;  read  hertis  (  —  hertes).  3718.  i>y</t  neithir  (/o?"  nor).  3745,  Both 
plejTie  or  playne.     37,si.  Both  yc  ;  read  to. 

Page  39.  3755.  Th.  with  his  hete,  3756.  Both  insert  me  after  bad,  3774.  G.  it 
•wille ;  Th.  at  wj-L     3851,  Botli,  verge  ;  see  3234, 

Page  40.  3880,  Both  lye.  3895,  Both  trechours,  3902,  Both  lierte  I  crye. 
3907,  Both  lowc  ;  reud  loude,  3928.  Both  must ;  read  mot ;  supply  take.  3942,  Both 
Do;  read  To,     3943.  Both  Thanne(or  Than)  close  ;  F,  (^id  lea  rosea  clorra  entor. 
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Page  41.  3994.  Th.  vilanously ;  G.  vilayiieslj*.  4021.  G.  an  liigli ;  Th.  an  hj-e. 
4026.  Both  To  make. 

Page  42.     4<xS9.  Both  place  it  nfier  I. 

Page  43,  4181.  Both  of;  read  as.  4188.  Both  iRoses ;  Y.  rosters.  4194.  iJo^7t  who 
(/or  ■whiclie). 

Page  44.  4272.  Both  walketh  (!).  4285.  Bijth  Wliicli  (for  Thcr);  giving  no  seme. 
4291.  Both  except.  4322.  Both  ■\vente  aboute  (!; ;  read  ■wende  a  Ijought  (a  —  have) ; 
F.  Ges  cuidoie  avoir  achetes  (I  weened  to  have  bought  them).  4339.  G.  tillers  ;  Th. 
tj-llers.     4352.  Both  wente  be.jt  abouen  to  haue. 

Page  45.  4363.  Both  but ;  read  al.  Both  lust.  4365.  Both  is  ;  read  am.  41,66.  Both 
charge.     4372.  G.  wole  ;  Th.  wol ;  read  wal.     4425.  Botfi  good. 

Page  46.  4467.  Both  her  (for  his).  4476.  Both  preise.  4550.  Both  Loue  ;  read 
lorde.     4556.  Th.  moche  that  it ;  G.  mych  that. 

Page  47.  4561.  Both  yeue  good  wille ;  F.  se  Diex  jdii'^t-  4587.  Both  no  failid  ; 
I  omit  we.     4617.  Both  not;  read  nisi;  cf.  4626.     4657.  Both!;  read  ban. 

Page  48.  4705.  Both  And  through  the  ;  read  A  trouthe.  4721.  Th.  lyke  ;  G.  like  ; 
read  sike.  4722.  G.  trust ;  Th.  truste  ;  (thrust  —  thirst).  Both  and  (for  in). 
4723.  Both  XnA.     4725.  Both  XwA.     4731.  Both  Sen. 

Page  49.  4755.  Both  by  (for  be).  4764.  Both  That ;  read  But.  4793.  Both  etier ; 
read  er  (i.  e.  before).  4796.  Both  al  by  partuerc.  4799.  Both  greven.  4807.  Both 
difFyned  here.  4811.  G.  kned  ;  Th.  luiedde.  4812. -Rti</i  With.  4823.  Jit/</t  engendrure  ; 
see  61 14.     4837.  Both  ban  her  lust.     4846.  Both  what ;  for  who. 

Page  50.  4858.  iJo</t  their.  4892.  G.  perell ;  Tli.  parel ;  but  read  tyme  (see  4891). 
4921.  Both  But  that  if.     4933.  Botii  this.     4935.  Both  ybuthes  chambre  (or  chambere); 

F.  Jonesce  sa  chamheriere.  4943.  Both  And  mo  of  (!).  4945.  Both  rcmembreth. 
4948.  Both  him. 

Page   51.      4955.    Both   gan.      4960     Both   neither  preise.      5004.    Th.    stondcth ; 

G.  stondith.     5010.  2?o</i  weped.     5021.    Both  lie  {for  hir).     5028.  JJof/t  list  to  loue. 
Page  52.     5050.  Both  gouen.     5051.  Both  so ;  read  sho  (or  she).     5059.  Both  loiieil. 

5068.  Both  That;  read  But ;  cf.  4764.  5085.  Both  to;  read  they.  5(07.  G.  herberest 
liem;  Th.  herljorest.  51 16.  Both  the;  read  thy;  F.  ton.  51 17.  Both  by  thought; 
F.  ta  jonesce.     5144.  G.  ay  ;  Th.  aye  ;  read  alway. 

Page  5.3.  5155.  Both  That ;  P.  Lors.  5162.  Perhaps  say  =  assay.  5201  (rubric).  Both 
Aunsete  ;  error  ybr  Amistie.     5229.  i?o</t  00  state  ;  rearZ  oon  estate  ;  «ee  5400. 

Page  54.  5278.  i?o</i  botho  the.  5^83.  i?o</i  this.  529,5.  Both  \nyio  (\).  52S7.  Both 
And ;  read  A  man.  5292.  Th.  causes ;  G.  cause ;  see  5301,  5523.  5335.  Both  he ;  c£ 
.^^37i  534I-     534I-  J3o</i  hir  ;  read  the.     5345.  Uo^/i  Thurgh  the  ;  I  omit  the. 

Page  55.  5360.  BotJi  greueth  so  groueth.  5379.  Both  him  silf  (or  selfe). 
5389.  JBo</t  kcpon  ay  his  ;  8665367.  5393.  I  omit  alle  before  his.  5401.  Both  ought  to 
be.  5404.  Both  hath.  5408.  G.  it;  read  in;  Th.  omits.  5419,5420,5425,5427,5436. 
BotJi  hym  (!) ;  F.  les.     5433.  Both  to  (for  so). 

Page  56.  5452.  Th.  chero  (,/or  there) ;  G.  cheer  (!).  5463.  Both  ihns.  5478.  Both 
For  to  shewc  ;  read  She  shewcth.  5486.  Both  affect.  5491.  Both  For  al  that  yeueth 
here  out  of  drede.  5493.  G.  late ;  Tb.  lette.  5544.  BotJi  fabljiig ;  F.  cheans  (i.  e. 
falling).     5546.  Both  caste. 

Page  57.  5555.  Both  in  (for  is).  5556.  Both  depe  (error /or  doI:e  --  doth).  .5569.  Th. 
haue  you  to  haue ;  G.  ha  yow  to  ha.  5577.  Both  perceyueth.  559a  G.  mavis ;  Th. 
mauys;  F.  »iu£«  (bushels).    5598.  .Boi/ithat  (/orit).    5617.  Both  heme,    5641.  i?o<A  take. 
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Page  58.  56<)9.  JMh  where  ;  "E.  guerre,  5701.  Bofh  shal  thagh  lie  liath  geten'M) 
5713.  Both  Thns  is  thiirst.  5741.  G.  fy  ;  Tli.  fye ;  read  sy.  (From  J'lj  to  #j/  means 
from  the  first  syllable  ot  fn-sy-cien  (phisician)  to  the  second.) 

Page  59.  5755.  7f(<?/t  shewing.  5761-2.  Supjilt/  it  in  ^y6i  ■,  it  occurs  o/ter  Uimailf  in 
5762.     5781.  Jloth  The;  F.  Truis.     5788.  iio//t  vnto.     5821.  i/o^/t  nyl  not. 

Page  60.  5855.  Both  kepte  ;  F.  qui  mestrie.  5860.  Both  that  like.  5883.  Both  As 
my  node  is.     5<>oo.  Both  That  sncli  toures  ben  ;  I  omit  That  o;Ki  ben. 

Page  61.  5942.  Both  fblj-l^-.  5959.  Both  beaiite  (!;.  5960.  Both  That  I  ;  7  omit 
That.  5976  Both  fill  dere.  6002.  Both  grede  ;  ei'ror  for  gnede.  6006.  Botli  l>eaute  (as 
in  5959).     6009.  Til.  vol ;  G.  wole. 

Page  62.     6064.  Both  hindreth. 

Page  6.3.  6165.  Both  which  ;  F.  tex  (such).  6169.  Both  lette.  6174.  Both  nede  ;  F. 
bemif/nes.  6205.  I  sujjply  this  line  ;  went  his  wyle  =  tnrns  aside  his  craft.  6206.  Tli. 
begj-len  ;  G.  bygjdjmg.     62^7.  Th.  commen  ;  Gr.  comyn. 

Page  64.  624_i.  Both  ful  many;  omit  fnl.  62-i6.  Both  maketh  the;  omit  the. 
6292.  Both  planten  most.  6296.  Both  fejnie  ;  F.  dire.  6314.  Both  insert  shal  before 
never.    6317,  6318.  Two  half-lines  lost ;  words  supplied  by  Kaluza. 

Page  65.  6341.  Both  and  reyned{!);  for  streyned  ;  see  7366.  6j^-;-;  Both  Ioly(!); 
read  blj-nde.  /  supply  ther.  672.  A  line  lost ;  supplied  as  in  Morris's  edition  ; 
F.  Si  n'en  gui  mes  si  receus.     6378.  Both  I  (for  me).     6407.  Both  not ;  read  yit. 

Page  66.     6460.  Both  it  is;  Y.  Ponptoi.      6466.  Both  woth  (\).      6481.  Both  semest ; 

F.  sembles.       6491.    Both  bettir.       6493.    Both  of  a  pore.       6500.    Both  me  a  djnie.. 
6515.  Both  not.     6522.  Both  Hath  a  soule.     6532.  G.  th<attene  ;  Th.  thirtene  (icrone/ly). 

Page  67.  6539.  G.  beggith  ;  Th.  beggeth.  6542.  G.  goddis  :  Th.  goddes.  656^.  G. 
ther;  Th.  their.  C569.  Both  ynf.  6570.  G.  folkis  ;  Tli.  folkes.  6572.  Both  they  ;  read 
leye  ;  F.  gisoient.     6606.  Both  Ben  somtj-me  in  ;  see  6610. 

Page  68.  6667.  Both  haue  bidde  ;  /  omit  haue.  6688.  Th.  liondis ;  G.  omits. 
6700.  Both  Yit.     6707.  Both  mendiciens  (-ence). 

Page  69.     6810.   Both  wrine  ;  both  hem  ;  both  at.     6823,  6824.  Both  ntbbjnig,  gilyng. 

Page  70.  6880.  Th.  Ke  wol ;  G.  Wol ;  read  Nil.  6902,  6907.  Both  burdens. 
691 1.  .Bof/i  burdons  ;  ti2<<  borders  are  meant.     6925,6926.  Bofh  him. 

Page  71.  6974.  I  omit  a  after  tymes.  7018.  G.  werrien  ;  Th.  werryen.  7029.  Both 
these  (for  thefe),  and  that  (for  or) ;  F.  lerres  oic.     7038.  Both  them. 

Page  72.  7041.  G.  cheffis  ;  Th.  cheffes  ;  F.  fromages.  7092.  Th.  "We  had  ben  tnr- 
mented  al  and  some ;  (G.  different  line,  in  late  hand] :  F.  Tout  eust  este  tor/nente, 
7109.  O.  has  here  L  7110,  followed  by  a  blank  line  ;  Th.  has  That  they  [read  he]  ne  might 
the  booke  by,  followed  by  a  spurious  line.     71 10.  Th.  To  the  copye,  if  hem. 

Page  73.  7145.  iiof/i  no.  7159.  2?of ft  ^-pon-  7173,  7174.  I  supply  these  lines  by  con- 
jecture ;  F.  Par  Pierre  roil  le  Pape  entendre.  7180.  Both  Tliat  {read  And; ;  to  {read 
that).      7221.  Both  worthy  ;  see  7104.     Both  mynystres  ;  read  maistres. 

Page  74.     7316.  Both  slayn  ;  F.  escorchii-s. 

Page  75.  7368.  G.  gracche;  Th.  gratche.  7389.  Th.  deuysed.  7392.  Th.  salowe; 
read  falowe.  7394.  Th.  to ;  read  tho.  7409.  Tli.  And.  7429.  Th.  humblj-.  7432.  Th. 
remeued. 

Page  76.  7473.  Th.  hath  hadde  the.  7488.  Th.  doughty  (!) ;  F.  poudrem,  7533.  Th. 
she  nat  lierselfe  {wrongly). 

Page  78.     7653.  G.  wole ;  Th.  wol.     7662.  £0^/1  wot ;  F. /ait,     7663.  Th.  we  (/or  ye); 

G.  omits. 
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THE  MIXOK  POEMS. 

I.     AN  A. B.C. 

Tlie  MSS.  used  to  form  this  text  are  :  C.=  MS.  Ff.  5.  30  in  the  Camb.  Univ.  Library; 
Jo.::;  MS.  G.  21,  in  St.  John's  College,  Cambridge;  Gl.=:  Glasgow  MS.  Q.  2.  25; 
L.  —  MS.  Laud  740,  in  the  Bodleian  Library  ;  Gg.  —  MS.  Gg.  4.  27,  in  the  Camb. 
I'niv.  Library  ;  F.  =  Fairfax  16,  in  the  Bodleian  ;  B.  =  Bodley  638  ;  Sion  —  Sion 
Coll.  MS.  The  text  follows  closely  the  Jirst  of  these ;  but  is  corrected  by  collation  with 
the  others. 

Page  81.  163.  All  the  31SS.  insert  suffred  after  eek  ;  probably  canght  from  the  line 
above.  Or  i)er',aps  his  lierte  was  caught  from  the  line  beloiv :  in  which  case,  read  Ami 
suffred  eek,  that  Long^us  liim  pighte.  And  note,  that  pighte  should  surely  be  prighte, 
i.e.  pricked,  as  in  Cant.  Tales,  F  418.  Vigliie properly  means  pitched.  Hence  read  : 
And  suffred  eek,  that  Longius  him  prighte. 

IL     THE  COMPLEYNTE  UNTO  PITE. 

The  3rSS.  are :  Tn.  (Tanner  346) ;  F.  (Fairfax  16) ;  B,  (Bodley  638) ;  Sh.  (Shirley's 
MS.,  Harl.  78);  Ff.  (Ff.  i.  6,  in  the  Camb.  Univ.  Library);  T.,  here  put  for  Trin. 
(Trin.  Coll.  Camb.  E.  3.  19) ;  also  Ha.  (Harl.  7578).     27(6  text  follows  F.  mainly. 

Page  82.     21,  MSS.  was  (/or  nas),  idivVe;  tcrongly.     77.  MSS.  is  (/o?' nis). 

IIL     THE  BOOK  OF  THE  DUCHESSE. 

The  authorities  are  only  Th.  (Thynne's  edition,  1532) ;  and  three  MSS.,  viz.  F.  (Fairfax 
16) ;  Tn.  (Tanner  346) ;  B.  (Bodley  638).  I  follotv  F.  mainly.  B.  and  F.  «re  much 
alike. 

Page  83.     6.  .4 iZ  take  no  kepe.      14.  All  sor-wfnl  (badly) ;  read  sory.      23.  .4? J  this. 

Page  84.  76.  Xot  in  Tn.  B.  ;  Th.  F.  of  Alcyone  his  wyfe.  80.  Not  in  Tn.  B.  ;  Th.  F. 
began  to  yerne  ;  read  gan  to  erme.  82.  Kot  in  Tn.  B. ;  Th.  F.  her  thought  so  {copied 
from  81) ;  7ead  he  dwelte  so.  86.  Xot  in  Tn.  B. ;  Th.  F.  That  she  had  this ;  I  omit  she, 
and  supply  alas  from  87,  where  it  occurs  after  him,  and  malces  the  line  too  long. 
loi.  All  this  lady  ;  for  she.  107.  All  wepte  ;  read  weep.  131.  All  right  so  {but  right 
belongs  to  1.  132). 

Page  85.  149.  All  speke  right  so  {but  right  belongs  to  1.  150).  158,  159.  All  noght 
{for  nothing).  175.  Tn.  slepte  ;  F.  slept ;  see  177.  185.  All  up  and  axed.  204.  All  am. 
206.  J  supply  \.odk..     207.  yl??  for  suche  ;  r«(rf  at  "whiche.      212.  .4ii  alias  ;  read  K. 

Page  86.  264.  All  insert  qyxQ-ne  after  go(!i(iess&.  294.  All  And;  read  L  296.  All 
insert  vay  before  &\ii\)e.  ^00.  All  ovlqt  vCi  ;  I  omit  o\x&r.  328.  .<4?i  and  of  king.  329.  yl?J 
rejieat  of  king  before  Lamedon.  330.  All  insert  And  eke  before  of  Medea.  331.  All 
and  of  {for  and).  332.  {Marked  by  mistake;  so  in  MSS.)  334.  AllAi\6.;  read  Of. 
342.  All  insert  to  before  cold. 

Page  87.  348.  All  And  I ;  omit  And.  380.  All  and  so  at ;  omit  so.  443.  All  insert 
right  before  wonder. 

Page  88.  454.  All  but  B.  insert  right  before  yong.  473.  All  insert  ful  before  wel. 
479.  After  this  line,  Th.  ntserts  And  thus  in  sorowe  Icfte  me  alone ;  it  is  spurious, 
[Hence  there  is  no  line  480.]  498,  yl?Z  for  ther  no  ;  and  is  {for -wns).  517.  All  had 
ygret ;  read  grette  ;  see  503.    548.  Insert  good  ;  cf.  714,  jn. 

Page  89,     570.  All  with  his  ;  omit  his.    571.  All  may  no  ;  omit  no.     583.  All  so  ful;. 
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ojntt  ful.  584.  All  That;  rend  Tliogh.  586.  For  the  fotiner  hit,  all  have  him  ;  see 
5S5.  589.  P.  B.  Tliesiplms  ;  Tn.  Tosiiihiis  ;  Tli.  Tesyphns  {mmn-itten  for  Cesiphus  = 
Sesiplins).  599.  F.  Th.  sorowe(!);  Tn.  sorov(I);  read  song.  630.  Th.  Tn.  flourc3 ; 
F.  B.  flonrys  ;  read  flour  is. 

Page  90.  660.  All  in  the ;  omit  the.  681.  All  she  my  fcrs  ;  read  my  fers  sbo 
(Koch).  693.  All  ¥or  thev  ;  omit  For.  721.  ^1?J  yis  pardc  ;  omit  yis.  7J8.  All  iil»>  ; 
read  ala.  7^2.  All  the  qwene  ;  omit  the.  740.  All  no  mun  ;  read  noon.  745.  F.  Tn. 
r^o  she  that  may  he  :  Th.  Howe  that  may  be  ;  here  she  is  an  error  for  sir  ;  and  how 
;hat  may  be  for  how  may  that  be  ;  the  edition  of  1550  has  Howe  may  that  be. 

Page  91.  y$i.  All  insert  shalt  after  thou. ;  omit  it  (Koch).  771.  ^i!J  I  praj'de  ;  omit 
r.  779.  ^W  moste  able  ;  o?n<i  moste.  785.  All  ryght  so;  omit  ryght.  802.  All  That 
tyme  and  ;  ornit  That  tyme.  805.  All  on  a  day.  806.  All  ther  that  I ;  omit  that. 
823.  All  Than  any  other  planoto  in  heven.  82S.  All  and  of;  omit  of.  829.  All  and 
so;  omit  and.  840.  All  counscyL  (a  gloss  ^ipon  reed,  the  original  word).  844.  All 
better. 

Page  92.  895.  ^/^  But  wliich  ;  om/f  But.  905.  Was  white  ;  oynit  ^-hite  {^reserved 
/OJ"  1.  94S).  924.  .4Zi  swere  wel ;  o»i(<  wcl.  930.  .tlii  never  yet ;  omit  yet.  942.  All 
and  pure  flat;  omit  pure.     943.  All  or  ;  read  a,nd. 

Page  9.3.  959.  All  nere  pure;  omit  pure.  971.  All  swere  wel  ;  read  sweren. 
994.  All  And  thcrto ;  omit  And.  997.  All  Wliat  harmo  was;  but  ]jarm  is  mono- 
syllabic. 1020.  wolde  not ;  rerfd  nolde.  1028.  j4ZJinto;  read  to.  1040.  .4  Ji  and  my 
goddesse  (!) ;  read  and  my  lisso  (i.e.  consolation).     1051.  All  loked  her  ;  omit  her. 

Page  94  1075.  All  nay  trewly  I;  omit  trewly.  1099.  All  coude  tho;  read  tho 
coude.     1147.  yl^ihit  not  never  ;  omit  not. 

Page  95.  1188.  All  am;  read  nam.  1189.  yl?i  sey  right ;  o?iiit  right.  1234.  All  to 
false  ;  omit  to.     1239.  All  ryght  as  ;  omit  ryght. 

Page  96.     1264.  All  thynges;  ?'eacJ  thing.     1322.  ^?i  ther  was;  o?;i/t  ther. 

IV.     THE  COMPLEYNT  OF  MAES. 

The  authorities  are :  F.  (Fairfax  16) ;  Tn.  (Tanner  346) ;  Ju.  (.Julian  Xotai  j'"s 
edition);  Harl.  (Harl.  7333);  T.  (Trin.  Coll.  Camb.,  K.  3.  20);  Ar.  (Arch.  Selden  B.  24, 
in  the  Bodleian  Library) ;  Th.  (Thynne's  edition,  1532).     I  follow  F.  mainly. 

Page  98.     89.  All  nygh  dreynt ;  omit  nygh.     125.  All  transpose  hir  and  don. 

Page  99.  141.  All  god  helpe;  read  helpe  god;  and  accent  sely  and  Venus  on  the 
latter  sylUtblc. 

Page  100.     274.  3Iost  MSS.  have  to  so ;  T.  omits  to. 

V.     THE  PAELEMENT  OF  FOULES. 

The  autlMrities  are :  F.  (Fairfax  16) ;  Gg.  (Gg.  4.  27,  Camb.  Univ.  Librai-y) ;  Trin, 
(Trin.  Coll.  Camb.  R.  3.  19);  C.x.  (Caxton's  edition);  Harl.  (Harleian  7333);  O.  (St, 
John's  Coll.,  Oxford) ;  Ff.  (Ff.  i.  6,  Camb.  Univ.  Library).  /  have  also  conmlted  Tn. 
(Tanner  346);  D.  (Digby  181);  and  others.  I  follow  F.  mainly;  chiefly  corrected 
by  Gg. 

Page  101.    39.  All  he  ;  read  hit ;  a/ie  36,  43. 

Page  106,     396,  All  have  formed. 

Page  109.    613.  Gg.  reufulles  (!);  Pepys,  rowthfull ;  7-est  rewful  (!). 
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VI.     A  COMPLEIXT  TO  HIS  LADT. 

•  Onh/  tuo  3IS.  copies:  Sh.  (Shirley's  MS.,  Hurl.  78);  Ph.  (Phillipps  905,1,  now  Adilit. 
34360).  Also  Ed.  (edition  of  1561).  I  follow  Sh.  mninly ;  hut  correct  many  had 
spelUnga  ;  and  supply  many  words,  and  even  lines.     Lines  i24->33  are  in  Ph.  only. 

Page  111.     14.  All  now  doth ;  /  omit  now.      15.  This  line  is  supplied,  to  rime  with 
1.  17.     19.  Sh.  and  yit  my;  I  put  fro  for  yit.     24.  'This  line  supplied;  to  rime  with  • 
1.  22  ;  cf.  CompL  of  Mars,  189.     25,  26.  Siipjdied ;  cf.  Compl.  to  Pite,  22,  17 ;  Anelida, 
307.     33.  I  omit  she  hefore  sleeth.     56.  A  line  lost ;  supplied  from  Anelida,  181. 

Page  112.  59.  Supplied  from  Anelida,  182.  68.  Sh.  euer  do.  78.  Sh.  youre ;  read  yow. 
79.  Sh.  wist  that  were  ;  I  omit  that.  Sh.  your  hyenesse  {repeated  from  76) ;  read  yow 
distresse.  9,2.  {The  dagger  should  precede  is) ;  Sh.  thane  is  ;  omit  thane.  102.  Sh.  beon 
euer  ;  read  ever  been.  103.  Imperfect ;  I  supply  here.  104.  Sh.  But  the  ;  omit  But. 
114.  Sh.  nought;  read  nothing.  120.  Sh.  no  trewer  so  verrayly;  Ed.  no  trewer 
verely  {false  rime).  127.  Ph.  For  wele  ;  om.  For.  129.  Not  in  Sh. ;  Ph.  Tliat  yow 
myght  ofifenden.     132.  Not  in  Sh.  ;  Ph.  no  blisse;  omit  no.      133.  Ph.  dweUe  withju. 

Vn.    ANELIDA  AND  AECITE. 

A'uthorities :  Harl.  (Harl.  7333) ;  F.  (Fairfax  16) ;  Tn.  (Tanner  346) ;  D.  (Digby  181); 
Cx.  (Caxton's  edition);  B.  (Bodley  638);  Lt.  (Longleat  MS.);  Th.  (Thynne"s  edition, 
1532).     I  follow  F.  mainly. 

Page  114.  91.  Th.  Tn.  Harl.  trusteth ;  rest  trusted ;  read  tri\st  (  =  trusteth), 
129.  All  lenger  she  ;  omit  she.  « 

Page  11.0.     174.  ^/J  spekcth  she.     191.  All  un-to  ;  read  to. 

Page  116.     241,  All  be  founde;  hut  be  ivas  copied  in  from  1.  240. 

VIII.     CHAUCERS  WOKDES  UNTO  ADAM, 
From  T.  (Triu.  Coll.  Camb.,  Pi.  3.  20).     Also  in  Ed.  (edition  of  1561). 
Page  lis,     3.  T.  thy  long  lokkes  ;  omit  long.     4.  T.  wrj'te  more  truwe  ;  omit  more. 

IX.     THE  FORMER  AGE. 

Two  copies:  I.  (li.  3.  21,  Camb.  Vniv.  Library);  Hh.  (Hh.  4.  12,  in  the  same). 
Chiefly  from  I. 

Page  lis.  3.  I.  paied  of  the  ;  omit  the.  u.  I.  gnodded  ;  Hh.  Icnoddyd ;  correctly 
gniden,  pt.  pi.  of  gulden. 

Page  119.  23.  i?of  A  No  batails  trompes  ;  o»)u'(  batails.  34,  I  No  places  wildnesse ; 
Hh.  No  place  of  wildnesse  ;  o;)n't  places,  place  of.     56.  A  line  lost;  I  aiqiply  it. 

X.  FORTUNE. 

Authorities  :  I.  (li.  3.  21,  Camb.  Univ.  Library);  A.  (Ashmolc  sg);  T.  (Trin,  ColL 
Camb.) ;  F.  (Fairfax  16; ;  B.  (Bodley  638) ;  H.  (Harl.  2251). 

XI.     MERCILES   BEAUTE. 
One  copy :  P.  (Pepys  2006).    36.  P.  this  ;  read  ther. 

XIL     TO   EOSEMPUNDE. 

One  copy:  MS.  Rawl.  Poet.  163  ;  leaf  114. 

Page  121.     II.  semy(«c) ;  read  seemly.    fjTiall  {for  final,  a  misreading  o/smalX 
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Xlir.    TRUTH. 

Authorities:  At.  (Addit.  10340);  Gg.  (frg.  4.  27,  Camb.  Univ.  Library);  E.  (Elles- 
mere  MS.) ;  Ct.  (Cotton,  Cleop.  D.  7);  T.  (Trin.  Coll.  R.  3.  20);  F.  (Fairfax  16) ;  and 
others.     Chiefly  from  TS..     The 'Envoy  is  in  At.  only. 

Page  122.  19.  Know  thy  contree  ;  Harl.  F.  T.  Loke  vp  on  hie.  20.  Hold  the  hye 
•wey ;  Harl.  F.  Weyvo  thy  Inst. 

XIV.     GENTILESSE. 

AuthMities :  A.  (Ashmole  59) ;  T.  (Trin.  CoU.  E.  3.  20) ;  Harl.  (Harl.  7333) ;  Ct. 
(Cotton,  Cleop.  D.  7) ;  Ha.  (Harl.  7578) ;  Add.  (Addit.  22139) ;  Cx.  (Caxton's  edition). 
Ifollmo  Cx.  mainly. 

Pago  123.  20.  Cx.  makes  hem  eyres,  that  can  hem  queme  ;  A.  matho  hid  heyro 
him  that  wol  him  qweme  ;  Ct.  That  maketh  his  heires  hem,  &c. 

XV.     LAK  OF  STEDFASTNESSE. 
Authorities:   Harl.  (Harl.  7.333);  T.  (Trin.  Coll.  K.  3.  20);  Ct.  (Cotton,  Cleop.  D.  7); 
F.  (Fairfax   16);    Add.  (Addit.  22139);    Bann.  (Bannatyne) ;   Th.  (.Thyune's  edition, 
1532) ;  and  others.     I  folloto  Ct.  vminhj. 

XVL     LENVOY  A   SCOGAN. 

Authorities :  Gg.  (Gg.  4.  27,  Camb.  Univ.  Library) ;  F.  (Fairfax  16) ;  P.  (Pepys  2006) ; 
Th.  (Thynne's  edition,  1532).     I  folloio  F.  mainly. 

XVIL     LEXVOY  A  BUKTOX. 

Authorities :  F.  (Fairfax  16) ;  Th.  (Thynne's  edition) ;  Ju.  (Julian  Notary's  edition). 
I  folloiv  F.  mainly. 

XVTIL     THE  COMPLEYXT  OF  VENUS. 

Authorities:  T.  (Trin.  Coll.  E.  3.  20);  A.  (Ashmole  59);  Ta.  (Tanner  346);  F. 
(Fairftix  16) ;  Ff.  (Ff.  i.  6,  Camb.  Univ.  Librarj-) ;  Ar.  (Arch.  Selden,  P.  24) ;  P.  (Pepys 
2006);  Th.  (Thynne's  edition,  1532).     I  follow  F.  mainly. 

N.  B.  Another  authority  is  tlie  set  of  three  original  French  Ballades  bj'  Otes  de 
Graunson,  which  Chaucer  here  imitates. 

Page  125.  31.  All  Pley  or  Plej-e;  read  Pleyne,  translation  of  original  French 
riaindre. 

XIX.     THE   COMPLEINT  TO   HIS   PURSE. 

Aidhorities :  F.  (Fairfax  16) ;  Harl.  (Harl.  7333);  Ff.  (Ff.  1.6,  Camb.  Univ.  Library); 
P.  (Pepys  2ix)6) ;  Add.  (Addit.  22139)  1  Cx.  (Caxton's  edition) ;  Th.  (ThjTine's  ed.  1332). 
I  follow  F.  mainly. 

XX.     PEOVERB.S. 

Authorities :  F.  (Fairfax  16) ;  Ha.  (Harl.  7578) ;  Ad.  (Addit.  16165).  /  follow  F. 
mainly. 

Pago  120.     I.  All  insert  ilms'after  these  ;  /  omit  thus. 

XXr.     AGAINST  WOMEN   UNCONSTANT. 
Atdliorities  :  Ct.  (Cotton,  Cleop.  D.  7) ;  P.  (Fairfax  lO) ;  Ha.  (Harl.  3758) ;  Ed.  (Stowe's 
edition,  1561). 

Page  127.     17.  .4K  stondeth;  7"ead  stant 
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XXII.     COMPLEIXT  DAMOUES. 

Authorities:  Harl.  (Harl.  7333) ;  F."  (Fairfax  16)  j  B.  (Bodley  638). 
Page  1-27.  4.  .4?^  riglit  thns  ;  omit  right.  9.  AWSe;  read  For. 
Page  12a     86.  I  suppli/ thcr  from  ParL  FoiUes,  310. 

XXIII.     A   BALADE  OF   COMPLEYNT. 
Sole  copy :  MS.  Acldit.  16165,  f"^-  2^6,  tack. 

XXIV.     WOMANLY   NOBLESSE. 

Sole  copy :  MS.  Addit.  34360,  fol.  21,  Ijack. 

Page  129.  13.  This  line  is  supplied  by  conjecture.  18.  MS.  for  to  ;  I  omit  for. 
25.  And  thjTikith  be  raison  {too  luny).  26.  for  til  do  tlie ;  / omit  the,  and  suhstitnte  to 
Jhr  tiL 

TRANSLATION  OF  BOETHIUS. 

Authorities:  C.  (Camb.  Univ.  Library,  li.  3.21);  A.  (Addit.  10340);  Ed.  (Thynnc"s 
edition,  1532) ;   Cx.  (Caxton's  edition) ;  li.  (li.  i.  38) ;  &c.     I  follow  C.  mainly. 

Page  131.     Prose  X  74.  Cx.  Th.  from  ;  MSS.  omit  from. 

Page  133.  Pr.  III.  63.  Cx.  Th.  Soranos  (as  m  Latin  text) ;  C.  A.  Sorans.  Mkt.  IV. 
12.  Cx.  Th.  leyte  ;  li.  leit ;  C.  A.  light. 

Page  13i.  Pk.  IV.  97.  Tliis  Gloss  is  misplaced  in  the  MSS. ;  it  comes  in  before  Textns 
in  1.  87. 

Page  144.     Pr.  III.  66.  I  omit  and  before  fulfuldesfc ;  it  is  icorse  than  needless. 

Page  153.     Pr.  VIII.  28.  C.  A.  ^^■indinge  ;  Cx.  wyndy ;  Lat.  uentosam. 

Page  156.     Pr.  II.  125.  I  supply  nat,  for  clearness  ;   it  is  implied  in  the  folloicing  ne. 

Page  188.     Pr.  VI.  300.     All  the  ;  read  that. 

Page  190.  Met.  VI.  38.  Head  bretheth  ;  li.  hrethith  ;  A.  bredith  ;  C.  Ed.  berctli; 
Lat.  sjrirat. 

TeLge  196.     Pr.  III.  192.  All  of  the  -whiche  (no  sense) ;  read  than  whiche. 


TROILUS  AND  CEISEYDE. 

Aidhorities:  CL  (CampsaU  MS.);  Cp.  (Corp.  Chr.  Coll.  Cam.  61) ;  H.  (Harl.  2280); 
H2,  (Harl.  3943) ;  Cm.  (Gg.  4.  27,  in  Camb.  Univ.  Library) ;  Ed.  (edition  by  Thynnc, 
1532).    I  follow  CI.  and  Cp.  mainly,  ichich  are  mttch  alike. 

I'age  247.     17.  All  hem  ;  read  him  ;  see  1.  19. 

Page  249.  144.  CL  Cp.  H.  ben  ay  I-lj-ke  ;  Ed.  to  ben  aye  ylike  ;  H2,  bene  ylyke ; 
Cm.  ay  ben  I-lik ;  read  been  y-likc  ay. 

Page  255.  572.  Cm.  tliourrste ;  Cp.  H.  thrnste  ;  CI.  dorste  ;  Ha.  Ed.  durst ;  read 
tliurtte. 

Page  279.     391.  H.  tmste  (ri(/7t<Zi!/) ;  rest  tinst.     j4?i  to  finden  (or  finde);  om,itto. 

Page  314.     1109.  All  the  est;  read  th'est. 

Page  321.     1586.  All  That  she  ;  omit  Tliat.     161&  AU  Come  or  Com. 
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THE  H0U8  OF  FAME. 

Authorities :  F.  (Fairfax  16) ;  B.  (Bodley  638) ;  P.  (Pepys  2006) ;  Cx.  (Caxton's  edition) 
Th.  (Thjnmo's  edition,  1532).     I  fuUoic  F.  mainly. 

Page  o26.  8.  All  why  tliis  ;  omit  why.  11.  why  those;  omit  why.  20.  All  is 
more  ;  omit  is.     24.  All  needlessly  insert  the  {or  her)  before  brayn. 

Pago  327.  88.  All  pouerte  ;  read  povert  ;  or  elide  the  final  e.  119.  All  slept, 
slepte  ;  read  sleep  ;  sec  438. 

Pago  329.     362.  All  But  al ;  omit  But. 

Page  330.  ^66.  All  in-to  ;  read  iii.  3;o.  MSS.  Alias  (or  alas  !) ;  warf  Eneas.  (Ifoir- 
everTh.  lias  him,  alas.)  399.  Cx.  Th.  Oenone  {irhich  read  as  four  syllables,  0-e-no-ne 
as  in  Troil.  i.  654). 

Page  331.     513.  All  sely  ;  read  selly  (i.  e.  strange). 

Page  332.  557.  Cx.  Th.  P.  agast  so;  read  so  agast.  6<.>^.  All  do;  read  done 
(gerund).  613.  All  herkc  ;  read  herkne  ;  see  725.  618.  Deficient;  I  sitjijyly  goddesse. 
621.  All  ]>'tel  (litcll) ;  read  lyte. 

Page  333.     727.  Cx.  Th.  P.  a  worthy  ;  F.  B.  worthe  a  ;  omit  a. 

Pago  334.  764.  All  her'ke;  see  ■j2~,.  827.  F.  And  that  sum  place  stido  ;  B.  Th.  And 
that  som  styde  ;  {not  in  Cx.  P.) ;  read  And  that  the  mansioiin  ;  see  754,  831.  830.  All 
That ;  read  Than. 

Page  335.  896.  Cx.  Th.  gan  to  ;  rest  to;  read  gan.  911.  All  token  (1 1;  read  town  ; 
see  890. 

Page  336.  KXJ7.  F.  Cx.  Th.  B.  Athalantes ;  P.  athlauntres  (cf.  Atlantc,  Ovid, 
Fasti,  V.  83). 

Page  337.     11 14.  F.  citee  ;  P.  cite  (  =  site) ;  rest  cyte. 

Page  338.  1177.  Siq^ply  craft  from  I.  1178,  ivhere  it  occurs,  uften'  cast,  ir.  Cx.  Th.  P. 
1 189.  B.  Rabewynnes;  P.  Babeweuries  ;  {all  corrupt).  1210.  F.  Sat  en  :  B.  .Sate ;  Cx. 
Th.  Sat ;  P.  Sett ;  read  Seten. 

Page  339.  1259.  Th.  xjlcyeng ;  rest  pley.  1271.  All  the  {put  for  thee).  1303.  F. 
hat ;  B.  hate  ;  Cx.  Th.  hackyng  ;  read  hatte. 

Page  340.  1361.  F.  B.  Sit;  Cx.  P.  Sat;  read  Sitte.  1373.  All  wonderly;  see  1327. 
1415.  All  And  thus  ;  omit  And. 

Page  341.  1494.  F.  high  the  {for  highthe) ;  Cx.  Th.  lieyght ;  read  hightc ; 
see  744.     1527.  All  into  ;  read  in. 

Page  342.     1570.  All  Upon  ;  read  Up. 

Page  343.  1666.  j4?iwerkes;  read  werk  (an<Z  «o  w  1701,  1720).  1686.  .4??  of  bawme; 
omit  of.     1725.  F.  B.  Th.  Al  so  ;  rest  And  so  ;  read  So, 

Page  344.     1765.   F.  B.  now  let  se  ;  own'i  now.     1S13.  .4?/ grete,  gret ;  ?'ead  gretest. 

Page  345.  1853.  F.  Th.  be  noght  for;  Cx.  B.  be  for;  read  be  but  for.  1887.  All 
thinge,  thing  ;  7-«;rf  thinges.  1897.  ,U?  wote  ;  rea f?  wist e  ;  se^  1901.  1902.  .tlZ/ dwelled 
or  dwellyth.  1907.  B.  Whitheu  ;  rest  Wh}'  than;  read  "Whiche.  1940.  F.  Cx,  B. 
hattes  (!) ;  Th.  hutches  ;  read  hottes. 

Page  346.  1961,  1962.  All  werres,  restes  ;  read  werre,  reste.  1967.  All  and  eek  of; 
omit  and  eek  (cf.  1968).  1975.  All  vrongly  write  niisgovernemeut  as  one  icord. 
2009.  All  these;  read  swiche.  2017.  F.  frot  {for  froit  =  fruit);  B.  foot;  Cx.  Th. 
swote.  2021.  Ally&iva.:  omit  in.  2026.  F.  B.  here  anoon  Canon) ;  Cx.  Tli.  here;  read 
anoon  heer. 


730  J^^pitnU):. 


Page  347.  2049.  -^'^  ^'"^  O  !  '''^"'^^  tlie  other.  2053.  yl??  And  thus  {twicfi);  omit  And 
(ttfke).  2061.  F.  B.  forth  rj'ght  to  ;  Cx.  forth  iinto ;  Th.  streyght  to ;  rend  forth  to. 
2076.  F.  B.  Went  evei-y  mouthe  (!) ;  Tli.  Cx.  Wente  cuery  tydyng ;  read  Wonte  every 
word.  2083.  All  and  wente  ;  read  hit  wente.  2104.  B.  haue  that  oon  ;  F.  lian  on; 
Th.  have  one.     All  omit  of. 

Page  348.  2152.  B.  nose  ;  F.  Th.  noyse  (!).  F.  an  higlien  (!) ;  Tli.  on  hyghen  (!) ;  B. 
and  yen  ;  read  on  hyghe  {or  on  hyeX 

THE  LEGEND  OF  GOOD  WOilEN. 

Autliorities :  firr  Text  A  {earlier  version)  of  the  Prologue  :  sole  copy  C.  (Gg.  4.  27,  in 
Canib.  Univ.  Library).  For  Text  B  {later  version)  of  the  same,  and  all  the  rest : 
F.  (Fairfax  16);  Tn.  (Tanner  346);  T.  (Trin.  Coll.  Cam.  K.  3.  19);  A.  (Arch.  Selden, 
B.  24)  5  B.  (Bodley  638) ;  P.  (Pcxiys  2006) ;  Th.  (Thynne's  edition,  1532) ;  also  C.  (as 
oiove);  Add.  (Addit.  9832). 

Page  353,  col.  i.  135.  C.  is  here  corrupt ;  it  lias — The  honour  and  the  hnmble 
oheysaunee.  /  suggest  They  dide  honour  and  humble  obeysannces  ;  or  read  Yelding 
lionour,  &c.  {as  in  col.  2).     Col.  i ;  137,  138 ;  imperfect ;  I  fdl  up  the  yaps. 

Page  370.     842.  All  renter),  {r&nia),  vronrjly  ;  reorf  rondon. 

Page  374.  1126.  ^ZHionourable  ;  rea^Z  noble  ;  see  1143,  1210,  1222. 

Page  375.  1217.  C.  bestys  wilde  ;  T.  A.  P.  wild  bestys  ;  rest  wilde  hertes  ;  read 
hertes  wilde.     1238.  All  AxiAhecom.  {against  metre);  read  to  heen. 

Page  378.     1463.  ^N.  yleof;  omit  of. 

Page  383.     1879.  .AiHiimself  or  liimselfe  ;  r^ad  himselve. 

Page  387.     2138.  All  was  performed  ;  read  performed  was. 

Page  388.     2227.  All  quyte  him  ;  read  him  qujiie. 

Page  393.     2592.  Th.  And  what ;  C.  T.  That  what ;  read  What. 


TREATISE  ON  THE  ASTROLABE. 

Aidhorities:  A.  (Camb.  Univ.  Library,  Dd.  3.  53);  B.  (Bodley,  E.  Museo  54);  C. 
(Bawlinson  1370);  D.  (Ashmole  391) ;  E.  (Bcdicy  619) ;  F.  (Corpus  424);  G.  (Trin.  Coll. 
Cam.  K  15.  18; ;  H.  (Sloans  314) ;  I.  (Sloane  291) ;  K.  (Kawlinson,  Misc.  3);  L.  (Addifc. 
23002) ;  M.  (St.  John's  Coll.  Cam.) ;  N.  (Digby  72) ;  O.  (Ashmole  360) ;  P.  (Camb.  Univ. 
Librai-y,  Dd.  12.  51);  Q.  (Ashmole  393);  R.  (Egortou  2622);  S.  (Addit.  29250).  I  fottoxo 
A.  mainly  ;  collated  with  B.  C.  I.  M.  P.  The  latter  xmrt  {after  Part  IL  §  40)  from 
L.  >L  N.  O.  P.  K.  S. 

Part  399.  g  12.  8,  9.  MSS.  wrongly  transpose  iimhra  versa,  and  nmbra  recta 
(—  nmhra  externa). 

Page  402.     §  3.   51,  53.  For  18,  some  M.SS.  have  12. 

Page  403.  §  3.  62, 63.  Some  MSS.  8  and  2  ;  others,  9  and  10.  64.  Some  23 ;  others  10. 
§4.  12.  C.  P.  for-seide  same  degree;  omit  same.  25.  All  15;  read  25;  Lat.  text, 
viginti  quinque. 

Pago  409.  §  25.  45.  Two  sets  of  readings  liore ;  the  second  set  puts  the  Sun  in 
10  dcgi-ees  of  Leo,  with  an  .iltitude  of  56,  and  declination,  18 ;  difference,  38. 

Page  410.     §28.     37.  -4?nieed  (heued)/t<;' onde,  a&8(»-dZ^;  cf.  27,  31, 


Pngo  414.     §  40.     8.  Head  for  sothe  ;  miswritten  for  Sonne  in  A.  B. ;  others  varj/. 

Pago  415.  §40.  75.  \.  omits  oi  and  dcgrcos  \  but  retains  i.  93.  V.  supplies  the  litiit 
five  n-ords,  tchich  A.  B.  C.  E.  omit.     §  4^.    24,  25.  For  2,  M.  has  6  ;  for  3,  M.  has  4. 

Page  416.  §44.  20.  N.  wreten,;  read  wi-yte.  36.  L.  N.  O.  passid;  M.  omits; 
read  lasse. 

Pago  417.     §  45.     10.  L.  I  wold  wytt jni ;  X.  Iwyton  ;  0.  wrytoun. 


THE  CANTERBURY  TALES. 

Authorities :  E.  (Ellesmere  MS.) ;  Hn.  (Hengwrt  MS.) ;  Cm.  (Gg.  4.  27,  CaanL.  Univ. 
Librai-y) ;  Cp.  (Corpus  Chr.  Coll.  Oxford) ;  Pt.  (Petworth  MS.) ;  Ln.  (LansdoAvne  851); 
HI.  (Hail.  7334).  Also,  occasionally,  Dd.  (Dd.  4.  24,  Caml).  T'niv.  Librarj-) ;  Reg.  (Reg. 
17  D.  XY.) ;  Add.  (Addifc.  5140) ;  Li.  (Lichiield  MS.)  ;  SI.  (Sloane,  1685). 

Page  421.     179.  HL  cloysterlees  {see  180) ;  Cm.  rekeles ;  rest  recchelees,  recheles. 

Page  422.     25^  ?),  252  c ;  from  Hn. ;  rest  omit. 

Page  435.     1290.  All  moste,  muste,  most ;  read  mot. 

Page  443.     1979.  HI.  swymbul  ;  rest  rnmbel. 

Page  449.     2420.  All  insert  the  (or  thy)  before  victorie  ;  it  clof/s  the  line. 

Pago  458.     3155,  3156.  From  E.  Cm.  HI.  ;  rest  omit. 

Page  402.     3451,  3457;  astromye  is  intentional. 

Pago  465.     3721,  3722.  From  E.  {also  in  old  editions);  rest  omit. 

Page  466.     381S.  'NowiVis  is  an  intentional  error ;  see  3834. 

Page  476.     47.  Dd.  But ;  rest  That  {rcromil ij). 

Page  484.     621.  A  short  line  ;  I  insert  fnl. 

Page  4S6.     791.  HI.  vn-to  ;  Pt.  to  ;  rest  til ;  read  un-til. 

Page  492.  1163-1190.  E.  Hn.  Cm.  ontit ;  mainly  from  Cp.  1189.  Most  MSS.  phislyas  ; 
Sloano,  phillyas  ;  Ln.  iisleas  ;  read  physices,  i.  e.  physices  liber. 

Page  503.     1995.  Supplied  from  MS.  Reg.  17  D.  xv  ;  most  MSS.  omit  this  line. 

Page  509.  2252,  2253.  Not  in  the  MSS.,  but  necessary;  supplied frora  2274  and  22.S0, 
which  see. 

Page  519.     2623,  2624.  Not  in  the  MSS.  ;  supplied  by  translating  the  French  text. 

Page  525.     2854.  From  namore  to  god  is  not  in  the  MSS.  ;  but  is  necessary. 

Page  536.  3564.  After  this  lino  most  MSS.  insert  the  stories  from  Xeuo  to  Chksus 
(11.  3653-3956) ;  incorrectly. 

Page  538.     3657.  MSS.  North  ;  read  South. 

Pago  541.     3910.  HI.  Valirien  ;  rest  Valerius  ;  ed.  1561,  Valerie  (rightly). 

Page  540.     4266.  All  MSS.  insert  herknoth  or  horken  after  Bi^t. 

Pago  582.  1294.  After  this  line  most  MSS.  insert  11.  1307,  130S  ;  -which  are  out  of 
place  here.  MS.  HI.  is  right.  1307,  1308.  Nearly  all  MSS.  omit  these  lines,  having 
inserted  them  after  1.  i.!94  above.     MS.  HI.  is  right. 

Page  62.3.  2240.  The  MSS.  omit  the  word  stories,  leaving  sense  and  metre 
incomplete. 

Page  628.  20.  Most  JISS.  have  pitous,  which  will  not  scan  ;  but  Hn.  has piStous, 
which  also  occurs  in  Troilus. 

Page  635,     620.  /  supply  ne. 

Page  653.  277.  For  '  Valerians,'  the  MSS.  absurdlj-  liave  'Cecilies' ;  but  the  Latin 
original  has  '  ViileriaiiL' 


to 


X2 


dElppenti;c. 


Page  604.  ii;i.  E.  terueJ. ;  Cm.  teriiedc  ;  rest  torned,  icrongly.  80  also  in  1.  1274 
below. 

Piige  674.  10.  Chaucer  lias  niaile  a  mistake  ;  for  the  mones  read  Satumes.  Lilira 
is  the  exaltation  of  Saturu,  not  of  the  Moon. 

Page  6S7.  387.  HI.  springers ;  Hn.  sprynge ;  E.  Pt.  Ln.  spryngen.  Perhaps 
'  spi'inges'  would  be  better. 

Page  6S9.     443.  All  MSS.  transpose  Laban  and  Pharao. 

Page  696.  616.  Some  needful  words  are  liere  supplied  ;  MSS.  omit  '  god  .  .  . 
bitraysen.' 

Pago  707.  858.  Bead  busshes ;  E.  Seld.  Ln.  beautees  (!) ;  Cm.  beaxiteis  (!) ;  HI. 
beautes  (!) ;  Pt.  bewtees  (!). 

Page  711.     955.  E.  Cm.  Danyel ;  7'est  DaiTld,  as  in  the  French  orujinal. 
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GLOSSARIAL    INDEX. 


Thk  references  in  this  Index  are  given  according  to  the  following  scheme. 

Poexns  denoted  by  Arabic  nnmerals  are  Minor  Poems.  Thus,  imdcr  '  Abaved,' 
the  reference  '3.  614'  means  Minor  Poem  no.  3,  line  614,  or  1.  614  of  tlie  Book  of  the 
l^uchesse.  The  letter  '  E.'  refers  to  the  Romaunt  of  the  lio.se,  Fragmont  A.  in 
pp.  1-18;  the  rest  of  the  Poem,  not  being  Chaucer's,  is  indexed  separately.  Thug 
'  K.  163'  means  1.  163  of  the  Romaunt. 

The  five  books  of  Boetliius  are  denoted  by  B  i,  B  2,  B  3,  B  4.  B5,  respectively;  and 
tlie  'prose'  and  'metrical'  sections  are  denoted  by  '  jj '  and  'm.'  Thu.s,  under 
■  Abaissen,'  the  reference  '  B  4.  p  7.  81 '  means  '  Bbethius,  bk.  iv.  prose  7,  line  Si.' 
The  five  books  of  Troihis  arc  denoted  by  T.  L,  T.  ii.,  T.  iii.,  T.  iv.,  and  T.  v.  Tims 
'T.  iii.  1J33'  means  '  Troihis,  bk.  iii.,  lino  1233.' 

The  House  of  Fame  and  the  Legend  of  Good  Women  arc  denoted  by  '  HF.'  and 
'  L.'  respectively.  If,  in  the  latter  case,  the  italic  letter  '  a '  follows  the  number  of 
the  line,  the  reference  is  to  the  earlier  (or  A-text)  of  the  Prologue  to  the  Legen<l. 
Thus  '  HF.  865  '  means  '  House  of  Fame,  line  865.'  Again,  '  L.  2075  '  means  '  Legend 
of  Good  Women,  line  2075  ; '  and  '  L.  200  a '  means  '  Legend,  &c.,  line  2cx5  of  the  text 
in  the  left-hand  column.' 

The  Prologue  and  the  two  books  of  the  Treatise  on  the  Astrolabe  are  denoted, 
respectively,  by  'A.  pr.,'  'A.  i.,'  and  'A.  ii.'  Thus  the  reference  'A.  ii.  10.  8'  means 
'  Astroliibe,  bk.  ii.  g  10,  line  8  ;'  and  'A.  pr.  10'  means  'Astrolabe,  prologue,  line  10.' 

References  to  tlie  Canterbury  Tales  are  known  by  tlic  use  of  the  letters  A,  B,  C  D, 
E,  F,  G,  H,  and  I,  which  arc  used  to  denote  the  various  Gronjis  into  which  the  Tales 
are  divided.  In  this  case,  '  A '  is  never  followed  by  a  full  .stop  or  by  Roman 
numerals,  as  when  tlie  'Astrolabe'  is  referred  to;  and  such  a  reference  as  'B5,' 
meaning  line  5  of  Group  B,  is  quite  distinct  from  'B  5.  p  i.  i,' where  'B  5' means 
bk.  v.  of  B(x>thius,  and  is  invariably  accompanied  liy  the  'p'  or  'm'  denoting  the 
'  jirosc  '  or  '  metre.' 

Summary  of  the  Minor  Poems.  The  Minor  Poems  are  all  numbered,  viz.  1  (ABC.) ; ' 
2  (Comph^ynte  unto  Pite);  3  (Book  of  the  Duchesse);  4  (Mars);  5  (Parlement  of 
Foules) ;  6  (Compleint  to  liis  LaAy) ;  7(Anelida);  8  (Wordes  to  Adam);  9  'F'ormer 
Age);  lo(Fortune);  n  (Merciless  Beauty) ;  12  (To  Rosemoundej ;  13  (Truth);  i4(Gentil- 
esse) ;  15  (Lak  of  Stedfastnesse) ;  16  (Envoy  to  Scogan);  17  (Envoy  to  Bukton); 
18  (Venus);  19  (To  his  Pui-se) ;  20  (Proverbs) ;  21  (Against  Women  I'nconstant) ; 
J.2  (Amorous  Complaint  1 ;  23  (Balade  of  Compleynt);  24  (Womanly  Noblesse). 

Alphabetically,  the  references  are  to  A  (Group  A  of  Cant.  Tales) ;  A.  CA.strolabe) ; 
B  (, Group  B  of  C.  T.) ;  B  i  .  .  .  B  5  (Boetliius,  books  1  to  5) ;  C,  D,  E,  F,  G,  H,  I  (Groups 
C/  to  I  of  C.  T.);  HF.  (House  of  Fame'  ;  L.  (Legend  of  Good  Women);  R.  (Romaunt 
of  the  Rose) ;  T.  i.  .  .  .  T.  v  (Troilus,  books  1  to  5).  The  Minor  Poems,  numbered  i  to 
24,  are  given  above. 

N.B.  Words  containing  «;/.  c;/,  oj/,  an-,  etc,  ow,  are  sometimes  entered  as  if  spelt  witli 
at.  ei,  oi,  au,  eu,  ow,  respectively. 


(Bfo00an'af  3'tbe;t:. 


Abbreviations.  Bosi'les  «.,  adj.,  and  adc,  for  substantin',  adjective,  adverb,  tho 
iolk'wiiif^are  iisi'il  in  a  special  sense  : — i".,  a  verb  in  the  infinitive  mood  ;  t/er.,  gerund  ; 
pr.  s.,  present  teuse,  3rd  person  sinj^ilar  ;  p/-.  2>l-i  present  tense,  3rd  person  plural. 
Other  persons  are  denoted  by  the  figures  i  or  2. 

Fragments  B  and  C  of  the  '  Homaunt'  are  glossed  in  a  separate  Index. 


A,  the  first  letter  of  the  alphabet,  T.  i. 
171 ;  the  letter  A,  A  i6i. 

A,  indef.  art.  a,  A  24,  &c. ;  ala,  thowlude 
of  a,  E  1165;  one,  D  1396;  one  aiad  the 
same,  21.  5  ;  about,  some,  L.  2075. 

A,  pri'p.  on,  on  (the),  in,  for ;  A-nighte,  by 
night,  B  3758  ;  A-dayes,  a-days,  E  1164  ; 
A-morwe,  on  the  morrow,  A  822 ;  A  three, 
in  three,  A  2934  ;  A  goddes  half,  '  on 
God's  side,'  in  God's  name,  D  50  ;  A 
goddes  name,  in  God's  name,  A  854. 

A  !  int.  all !  3.  213. 

A  !  ha  !  interj.  aha  !  T.  i.  868. 

Abaissen,  (jer.  to  be  dismayed,  B  4.  ji  7. 
81  ;  pp.  amazed,  spell-bound,  abashed, 
cast  down,  disconcerted,  E  317,  iioS. 

Abak,  adv.  backwards,  A  3736 ;  aback, 
back,  L.  864. 

Abakward,  adv.  backward,  B3.  m  12.  66. 

Abandoune,  r.  devote,  1 713  ;  pr.  s.  aban- 
dons, B  2767. 

Abasshen,  v.  fear,  be  abashed,  11.  1552 ; 
2H>.  abashed,  confused,  confovimled,  dis- 
concerted, 5.  447  ;  E.  805,  &c. 

Abate,  v.  lower,  jnit  down,  B  3783;  de- 
preciate, E.  286 ;  2  2»'-  s.  si<bj.  subtract, 
A.  ii.  10.  8 ;  pj).  enfeebled,  B  3.  p  5.  52  ; 
put  down,  I  191. 

Abaved.  2>1>-  confounded,  disconcertetl,  3. 
6.4. 

Abayst ;  see  Abaissen. 

Abe,  alphabet,  A.  i.  11.  3. 

A-bedde,  in  bed,  T.  i.  915. 

Abegge,  ;•.  pay  for  it,  A  3938.  A  Kentish 
form.     .See  Abeye,  Alaye. 

A-begged,  a-begging,  V  1580. 

Abet,  8.  abetting,  aid,  T.  ii.  357. 

Abeye,  v.  pay  for,  C  nx).     See  Abye. 

Abiden,  Abit ;  see  Abyde. 

Abite,  .1.  habit,  tbess,  L.  140 </. 

A-blakeberisd ;  sec  Blakeberied. 

Able,  adj.  capable,  3.  786 ;  fit,  suitable, 
adapted,  A  167  ;  fit,  L.  320 ;  fit  for,  3. 
779 ;  deemed  ileserviug,  i.  184 ;  fitting, 
E.  986. 

Ablinge,  pr.  2>t.  enabling,  lifting,  B  3.  m 
<).  37  ;  fitting.  B  i.  m  6.  19. 

Abodes,  J)/.  ii/'Abcjod,  .v. 

Aboghte,  Aboght ;  see  Abye. 

Abood,  s.  delay,  A  t)6$ ;   tarrying,  T.  v. 


1307  ;  abiding,  continuance,   HF.   1963  ; 

2d.  delays,  T.  iii.  S54. 
Abood,  2Jt.  s.  0/ Abyde. 
Aboute,  2f>'<'P-  about,  round,  throughout, 

round  about,  near. 
Aboute,    adv.  about,    engaged   in,  T.    y. 

1645;    in  due   order,  in   turn,    A   890; 

around,    here   and  there ;    been   a.,  go 

about,  endeavoiir,  A  1142. 
Aboven,  2>''<1^-  above. 
Abregge,  .'/"'■.  to  abridge,  shorten,  T.  iii. 

262  ;  A.  with  thy  pejnies,  to  shorten  tliy 

pains  with,  T.  iv.  426. 
Abregginge,  s.  abridging,  B  5.  p  i.  S7 ', 

diniinisliing,  I  568. 
A-breyde,  v.  awake,  T.  iii.  1113  ;  come  to 

my  senses,  HF.  559 ;  Abrayd,  j)t.  s.  {strong 

form),    woke   iip,     started    up,    3.     192  ; 

Abreyd,  i  pt.  s.  started  from  sleep,  HF. 

110  ;  Abrayde,  p^  s.  {weak  .form),  started, 

B  4108  ;  Abrej-de,  awoke,  T.  i.  724. 
Abroche,  v.  broach,  I)  177. 
Absente,  2  pr.  2>l.  subj.  absent  yourself, 

I-  4,^ 
Abusioun,  s.  abuse,  absurdity,  T.  iv.  990  ; 

deceit,  B  214 ;  a  shameful  thing,  scandal, 

T.  iv.  io6t). 
Abyden,  v.  abide,- await,  i.  131  ;  wait  for, 

HF.   1086 ;    be  still,  withdraw,   F  1522 ; 

2)r.  g.  awaits,  B  2175;  dwells,  T.  ii.  987  ; 

Abit,  2^''.  s.  waits  for,  T.  i.  1091  ;  abitles, 

G  1 1 75;  im2i.  S.  stay,  wait,  A  3129  ;  imj). 

2>l.  B  1175  ;  p?'(;«.  jj<.  E  757;  Abood,  j)/.  n. 

awaited,  T.  iv.  156  ;  stopped,  HF.  h^Oj  ; 

expected,  3.  247 ;  A))Iden,  ]^t.  pd.  abode,  T. 

i.  474  ;  Abiden,  2fP-  waited,  B3.  p  9.  191. 
Abydinge,  s.  expectation,  B  2.  p  3.  66. 
Abye,  c  pay  for,  A  43(^3  ;  jj/'.  2>l-  undergo, 

B  4.  p  4.  86  ;  Aboughte,  j't-  *•  paid  foi', 

T.  V.  1736  ;  suffered  for,  A  2303  ;  Aboght, 

2)2J.  paid  for,  L.  2483  ;  piirchascd,  18.  37  ; 

bought  dearl,y,  L.   13K7;  atoned  for,  A 

3  too.     See  Abegge,  Abeye. 
A-caterwawed,  a-caterwauling,  D  354. 
Accesse,  n.  feverish  attack,  T.  ii.  1315. 
Accident,  s.  that  which  is  accidental,  T. 

iv.  1505;  incident,  T.  iii.  918;  accidental 

occui-reuce,  HF.  11)76  ;  imusual  apjicar- 

anco,  E  607  ;  outward  ai>pearauce  (sec 

note),  C  539. 
Accidie,  #.  sloth,  I  388. 
Accioun,  n.  action,  i.  e.  accusation,  i,  20. 


<5fo06ariaf  ^n^iCX' 


Accomplice,  v.  accomplish,  A  2864. 
Accord,  n.  agreement,  B  2()88  ;  liarmony, 

It  4o6() ;  j)eace,  I  gyj.     See  Acord. 
Accordauuce,  s.  conconl,   liarnioiiy,  J{. 

4'*<'. 
Accordaunt,  (idj.  suitable,  B  4026. 
Accorde,  r.  agrt-e  ;  pr.  n.  beseems,  L.  258,^. 

Soo  Acorde. 
Accuseth.,  jy/-.  j(.  reveals,  E.  i5()i. 
Accuseinent,  s.  accusation  (of  her),  T.  iv. 

556. 
Accusour,  i<.  revealer.  T.  iii.  1450. 
Achat,  ,v.  buying,  purchase,  A  571. 
Achatoura,  j>t.  Imyers,  caterers,  A  568. 
Ache,  .V.  ache.  T.  iv.  728. 
A-chekked,  j>j>.  checked,  hindered,  HF. 

Acheve,  v.  achieve,  L.  1614. 
Achoken,  v.  choke,  stifle ;  pi).  L.  2008. 
Acloyeth,  j:>/-.  s.  overburdens,  5.  517. 
A-compas,  ode.  in  a  circlo,  L.  ^(K). 
Acoraplisshe,  2"'-  *•  »"f>J-  t'l^Uili  compre- 

lieuil,  B  3.  p  u).  170. 
Acord,  n.  agreement,  5.  371  ;  concoid,  5. 

,:i8i,  008  ;  accord,  3.  316  ;  in  a.,  in  tune,  5. 

i<)7 ;  (il  of  oon  a.,  in  tune,  3.  305.     See 

Accord. 
Acordable,  adj.  harmonious,  B  2.  m  8.  23. 
Acordaunce,  s.  concord,  B  2.  m  8.  14. 
Acordauut,  udj.  suitable,  A  37,  3363 ;  A. 

to,  in  harmony  with,  5.  203. 
Acorde,   v.  accord,  grant,  allow,   agree, 

concern  ;  pt.  8,  suited,  A  244  ;   pt.  pi. 

agreed,  L.  j68  ;  pres.  part,  agreeing,  B 

'737  ;  PP-  agreed,  A  818. 
Acorse.  i  pr.  a.  cui'se,  T.  iv.  839. 
Acouute,  V.  consider,  B  3591 ;  pt.  s.  valiied, 

cared,  3.  1237  ;  2  pt.  s.  didst  reckon,  B  2. 

P5-  1'.^ 
Acountinge,  s.  reckoning,  calculation. 
Acoyede,  pt.  g.  caressed,  B  2.  p  3.  73. 
Acquitance,  s.  release,  A  4411  ;  deed  of 

release,  A  3327. 
Acquyts,  v.  ac(iuit,  D  1590. 
Acurse,  v.  ciuso,  T.  iii.  1072. 
Acused,  pt.  s.  bhimed,  T.  ii.  108 1. 
Acustoniaunce,    s.    system    of    habits, 

habitual  method  of  life,   HF.  28  ;    had 

of  a.,  was  accustomed,  B  3701. 
Adamant,  s.  adamant,  A  1990 ;  loadstone, 

magnet,  R.  1182. 
Adawe,  v.  awake,  recover,  T.  iii.  11 20. 
A-day,  in  the  day,  T.  ii.  60. 
Adding,  s.  (the)  addition,  A.  ii.  41.  16. 
Adjecciouu,  c«.  addition,  B  5.  p  6.  212. 
A-doun,  (((/('.  downwards,  down,  L.   178; 

ilown  below,  HF.  889  ;  below,  H  105 ;  at 

the  bottom,  G  779. 


Adrad,  pp.  afraid,  A  605;  Adred,  3.  1190. 

Adressinge,  s.  directing,  B4.  p  5.  loi. 

Adversarie,  adj.  liostile,  I  '197. 

Advertence,  s.  attention,  lieed,  T.  iv.  698. 

Advocacyes,  jy/.  pleas,  T.  ii.  i4f)o. 

Advocats,  pi.  advocates  (in  which  t)ie  t  is 
mute  I,  C  291. 

Afer,  adc.  afar,  HF.  1215. 

A-f^re,  on  iire,  T.  i.  229. 

A-fered,  pp.  afraid,  artrighted,  T.  i.  974  •, 
Aferd,  A  028. 

Affectis,  pi.  desires,  T.  iii.  1391. 

Affermed,  pp.  agreed  upon,  L.  790 ; 
established,  A  2349. 

Affiance,  s.  trust,  B  1330.   * 

Afforced,  pip.  forced,  I  974. 

Affray,  s.  fraj-,  quarrel,  D  21^6;  terror,  B 
1137;  fright,  4.  214;  dread,  7.  334. 

Affrayeth,  pr.  s.  arouses,  excites,  R.  91  r 
pp.  frightened,  afraid,  B  563  ;  scareil,  B 
4468  ;  rousail,  3.  296. 

Affyle,  V.  tile,  i.  e.  render  smooth,  A  712. 

Afor-yeyn,  prep,  over  against,  T.  ii.  uSS, 

Afounde,  v.  founder,  perish,  12.  21. 

Afrayed,  udj.  scared,  (.Ustracted,  R.  154. 

Afright,  pp.  affrighted,  B  4085. 

After,  2)ri'p.  accortUng  to  ;  in  expectation 
of,  for,  B  407  ;  to  get,  A  525  ;  according 
as,  L.  575;  after,  i.  e.  to  fetch,  L.  1130; 
towards,  A  136  ;  in  accordance  with,  8. 
4  ;  by  inheritance  from,  L.  1072  ;  A.  as, 
according  as,  5.  216;  A.  oon,  alike,  A. 
1781  ;  A.  me,  according  to  my  command, 
E  327;  A.  the  yeer,  according  to  the 
season  of  the  year,  F  47  ;  A.  that,  accord- 
ing as,  T.  ii.  1347. 

A-fyre,  on  fire,  D  726  :  i.  94  ;  A-fere,  T.  i. 
2. '9. 

Again,  prep,  when  exposed  to,  L.  2426 ; 
Agayn ,  against,  B  580  ;  towar-ds,  A  2680  ; 
(so  as)  to  meet,  R.  7S5  ;  opposite  to,  E, 
1577  ;  exposed  to,  H  no  ;  contrarj' to,  P 
748  ;  just  before,  B  4268  ;  near,  G  1279  ; 
to  meet,  B  391  ;  in  comparison  with,  L. 
189  ;  Ageyn,  against,  A  66 ;  compared 
with,  R.  lou  ;  turned  towards,  L.  48. 

Agains,  prep,  against,  contrary  to,  in 
answer  to,  instead  of,  before,  in  presence 
of,  to  meet,  near  t-o ;  against,  near ; 
against,  B  3754. 

A-game,  adv.  in  play,  in  jest,  in  mockeiy, 
in  sport,  4.  277. 

Agaste,  gcr.  to  ten-ify,  T.  ii.  901 ;  pr.  s. 
deters,  frightens,  B  4.  p  6.  323  ;  pt.  s. 
frightened,  L.  1221  ;  2)t.  s.  rt'jl.  was 
affrighted,A2424;j)j>.  scared,  frightened, 
terrified,  A  2931  ;  aghast,  B  4079  ;  afraid, 
A  4267. 
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Agayn-ward,  <i<h:  backward,  at  thevioint 
•  >t'  return,  A.  i.  17.  14  ;  back  again,  B  441. 

Ages.  pi.  times,  periods,  B  3177. 

Agilten,  v.  do  wrong,  L.  436  ;  pt.  s.  did 
offence,  D  392  ;  wrongly  committed,  L. 
-.^85 ;  I  j)t-  *•  wronged,  HF.  329  ;  offended, 
T.    iii.    840 ;  jir.  s.  mbj.  (if  ho)  offend, 

1  150  ;  pj).  offended,  i.  122  ;  sinned,  T.  v. 
1 684. 

Agon,  V.  to  go  away  ;  Ago,  jyj.  gone  away, 
T.  V.  1054  ;  gone,  F  1204  ;  jiassed  away, 
A  2802  ;  past,  L.  1766  ;  dead,  L.  916  ;  to 
ben  fif/o,  to  be  off,  5.  465  ;  Agon,  JW-  de- 
parted, A  1276  ;  gone  away,  C  810  ;  past, 
C  246  ;  nat  hmfic  a.  i.%  it  is  not  long  ago, 
D  9  ;  passed  away,  A  1782  ;  dead,  E  631  : 
ago,  B  1841. 

Agreable,  adj.  pleasing,  HF.  11)97  :  -es,  pi. 
pleasant,  B  3.  m  2.  31. 

Agreablely,  adv.  comiplacently,  B  2.  p  4. 
140.  • 

Agreabletee,  s.  eqnability,  B  2.  p  4.  127. 

A-greef,  in  dudgeon,  lit.  '  in  griet','  T. 
iii.  862  ;  sadly,  T.  iv.  613  ;  amiss,  5.  543  ; 
in  dudgeon,  B  4083. 

Agregge,  v.  aggravate ;  pr.  s.  I  960 ; 
j»:  ptl.  I  892;  lit.  pi.  aggravated,  B 
2209. 

Agreved,  pp.  angry,  A  2057;  vexed, 
L.  345  ;  aggrieved,  E  500. 

Agrief ;  see  Agreef. 

Agrisen,  Agroos  ;  see  Agrysen. 

Agroted,  pip.  surfeited,  cloyed,  L.  2454. 

Agrysen,  v.  shudder,  tremble,  feel  terror, 
B   I.  p  3,  22 ;    V.  feel  terror,  H  F.  210 ; 

2  pr.  s.  dreadest,  B  2.  p  1.  71  ; 
pr.  s.  trembles,  shivers,  B  i.  m  6. 
II  ;  Agroos,  2>t-  *•  shuddered,  was  terri- 
fied, became  frightened,  T.  ii.  930 ; 
A-grisen,  j^P-  filled  with  dread,  B  3. 
p  I.  18. 

Agu.  8.  ague,  B  4150. 

Aguiler,  s.  needle-case,  E.  98. 

A-heigh,  adv.  aloft. 

Ajuged,  pp.  ;  a.  Uforn,  prejudged,  B  i. 

P  4.    KM). 

Ake,    V.    ache,    T.    ii.    549 ;    pr.   pd.    B 

21 13. 
Aketoun, «.  ashort  sleeveless  tunic,  worn 

under  the  hauberk,  B  2;)5o. 
Akinge,  ».  pain,  T.  i.  1088. 
Aknowe,  pp.  conscious  ;  amaknoice,  I  ac- 

knf)\vl<-<lge,  B  I.  p  4.  i(')9. 
Akornes,  s.  pi.  fruits,  B  4.  m  3.  28. 
Al.  (ulj.  all,  A  10  ;  Alle,  pi.  all,  A  26,  53  ; 

Al,  ever}',  R.  1386  ;  an  s.  everj-thing,  T. 

iii.   1764  I  al  «,  the  whole  of  a,  A  854  ; 

and  al,  and  all,  3.  116;  at  al,  in  every 


respect,  wholly,  C  633  ;  at  aU,  D  1078 ; 
al  day,  all  the  day,  3.  1 105  : — Al.  adv. 
quite,  entirelj',  altogether,  5.  541) ;  all 
over,  R.  840  ;  al  on  hiyht',  qviite  aloud, 
A  1784  ;  al  by  oon  asitent,  quite  with  one 
accord,  5.  557 :— Al,  conj.  although., 
HF.  1740;  whether,  G  839;  al  be,  al- 
though, albeit,  4.  274  ;  al  be  that,  al- 
though, 5.  8  : — Al  and  som,  the  whole 
matter  (collectively  and  severally),  D 
91  ;  Al  and  sonime,  e;ich  and  all,  all, 
the  whole,  7.  26;  Al  and  som,  5.  650; 
Alio  and  some,  one  and  all,  A  3136; 
Al  only,  adv.  merely,  simply,  2.  62  ;  Al 
so,  so,  E  1226;  Al  thing,  everything,  E. 
53  ;  Al  thus,  exactly  thus,  ^.  io.  See 
Alle. 

Al,  y.  awl,  13.  II.     See  Oules. 

Alambyk  (alainbiik),  s.  alembic,  T.  iv. 
520;  pi.  G  794. 

Alaunts,  pi.  dogs  of  ,a  huge  size,  A  2148. 

Alayes,  s.  pi.  alloy,  E  1167. 

Al-be-it,  although,  L.  1363. 

Albificacioun,  .■*.  albefaction,  whitening, 
G  S05. 

Alday.  Al-day,  adv.  continnally,  A  1168; 
always,  L.  1250;  everyday,  at  any  time, 
4-  237. 

Alder,  (jcn.  pi.  of  all ;  cure  alder,  of  ug 
all,  I.  84.     80c  Aller. 

Alder-best,  adv.  best  of  all,  ^.  87.  See 
Aller. 

Alderbeste,  adj.  best  of  all,  3.  246. 

Alderfaireste,  udj.  fern.  dcf.  lairest  of 
.all,  3.  1050. 

Alderfirst,  adv.  firstof  all,  B  2393  ;  in  the 
first  place,  II.  1000 ;  for  the  first  time, 
B  I.  p  3.  25. 

Alderfirste,  adj.  first  of  all,  T.  iii.  97. 

Alderlast,  <(dv.  lastly,  K.  440. 

Alder-lest,  least  of  all,  T.  i.  604. 

Alderlevest,  dearest  of  all,  T.  iii.  239. 

Alderman,  s.  the  head  of  a  guild,  A 
372. 

Aldermost,  adv.  most  of  all,  T.  i.  152. 

Alder-next,   adv.   nearest  of  all,   next, 

5.  2^4. 

Alderwysest.  adj.  pi.  the  wisest  of  all, 

T.  i.  247. 
Ale  and  breed,  ilrink  and  meat,  B  2<.62. 
Alemandres,  jil.  almond-tree.s,  J?.  1363. 
Alembykes,  pi.  alembics,  G  7()4. 
Alestake,  s.  ah'-stake,   i.  e.  a  horizontal 

stake  or  short  jiole  j)rojecting  from  an 

ale-house  to   support  a   sign   or   bush, 

A  667. 
Aley,  s.  an  alley,  B  1758  ;  pi.  walks.  E 

2324- 
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Aleys,  s.  pi.  service-Vierries,  berries  of  the 

si'i'\'icL'-tree,  K.  137;. 
Algate,  ikIc.  always.  A  571  ;  at  any  rate, 

.^.  i<S7  j  nevertheless!,  L.  i.<8  ;  in  any  ease. 

T.  ii.  1)04  ;  "11  tilt!  same,  D  588  ;   at  all 

hazartls.  HF.  1143. 
Algates,  adv.  iu  every  way,  .'i.  43  ;  by  all 

means,  D  15  f4;  at  any  rate,  iu  any  case, 

3.  1171  ;  wholly,  F  .246;  nevertheless,  B 

222J  :  all  the  same,  B  .sao, 
Aliene,  v.  alienate,  B  i.  p  6.  60. 
Al-if.  even  it,  T.  iii.  398. 
Alkainistre,  *.  alchemist,  G  1JC4. 
AUe,  dat.  s.  and  pi.  of  Al :    (if   all<'.  in 

every  ease,  4.  36 ;  in  alle.  in  any  case, 

3.   141  ;  Alle  2)1.  all  ;of  you,  T.  ii,  40-'. 

See  Al,  Aller, 
Allegeaunce,  .".  alleviation.  24.  22. 
Allegged.  ;//',  allayeil.  B  4.  p  4.  u. 
Aller.  of  all,  f/en.  id.  uj'Al;  viir  aller.  of 

us  all,  A  8j3  ;    hit'  athi\   of  them  all, 

A  .^So. 
AUiaunce,   s.   kindi-eil,   j,  58;    espoussil, 

K  .',57. 
Allone,  adj.  alone,  4,  141  :  hit  me  a.,  let 

me  alone,  i,  e.  trust  to  me,  T.  iii,  413, 
Allow,  I  p.  f.  pi:  <1)  approve,  (Ij  applatitl, 

F  (.76, 
Allye,  s.  relative,  B  3593, 
Allyen,  gcr.  to  ally  myself,  E  1414  ;  i>j>, 

allietl,  2.  6^  ;  provided  with  friendly  aitl, 

B  3720, 
Almesse,  a.  alms,  B  168  ;  pi.  abnsdoings, 

I  1030. 
Ahnicanteras.  s.  j>?,  small  circles  of  de- 
clination  iu  the  celestial  sphere./,  A.  i. 

18.  2,  8, 
Almury,  s.  the  '  denticle '  or  tooth-like 

point  or  pointer  situate  on  the  Eete  neai' 

the  'head  '  of  Capricorn,  A.  i.  23.  1. 
Aloes,  pi.  aloe,  in  ojmp.  ligne-aloes,  T,  iv. 

1137.     {Aloti'i  is  a  pi.,  not  a  gen.  case). 
A-lofte.  adv.  ou  high.  T,  v.  259. 
A-londe,  adv.  on  laud,  ashore,  L.  2166: 

him  were  leer  a-L,  he  would  rather  be  ou 

land,  L.  2413, 
Along  ou.  along  of,  owing  to,  T,  iii.  783. 
Al-only,  adv.  solelj',  T.  v.  1770. 
Aloon,  adj.  alone  :  her  aloon,  all  by  her- 

seLt;  K.  2478. 
Alose,  V.  commend,  T.  iv.  1473. 
Al-outerly,  adv   entirely,  absohitely,  3. 

1J44  ;  Ail-utterly.  HF.  296, 
Alpes,  jd.  buU-liuches,  R.  658. 
Also,  Al-so,  adv.  and  vuuj.  as,  R,  212,  J122  ; 

adv.  so,  A  3104;  Alswa,  also  ■  Xortheni;. 

A  4085  ;  A.  many,  as  many.  L.  528  :  A. 

muche  as,  as  much  as,  D  2134  ;  Als,  also, 


besides,  3,  728 ;  as,  B  2S50 ;  frequently 
lined  in  cjpres.iint/  a  ivigh,  4.  267, 

Altercacioun,  ».  altercation,  dispute,  B 
4  4 -'7. 

Alther-fairest,  adj.  superl.  fairest  of  all, 

n.  02s. 

Alther-fastest.  ndv.  si/j),  as  fast  as  pos- 

sil.le.  HF.  2i3i, 
Altherfirst,  adv,  first  of  all,  at  first,  HF. 

I3'kS. 
Alther-firste,  adj.  first  of  all,  3,  11 73, 
Altitude,  s.  the  elevation  of  a  celestial 

object    above    the    horizon,    measured 

along  a  vertical  arc,  A.  ))r.  60. 
Al-utterly  ;  see  Al-outerly. 
Alwey,  adv.  always,  ceaselessly,  all  tho 

while,  A  185. 
Alyne,  adv.  in  an  exact  line,  A.  ii.  38.  27, 
Am,  am  :  in  phr.  it  ana  I ;  it  is  I,  B  1109. 
Amadrides,  is.  pi.  hamadryads,  A  2928. 
Amalgaming,     s.   the  formation  of  an 

amalgam,  G  771. 
A-mayed,  i>p.  dismayed,  T.  i.  648. 
Ambages,  pi.   ambiguous  words,    T,    v, 

8u7. 
Ambel,  s.  amble ;  an  a.,  in  an  amble,  at 

an  ambling  pace,  B  2075. 
Ambes  as,  double  aces,  B  124, 
Amblere,  *.  an  ambling  nag,  A  469. 
Ameled,  pp.  enamelled,  R.  io8o. 
Amenden,   v.  make  amends,  A  3074 ;  to 

surpass  iu  demeanour,  F  97  ;  pr.  s.  subj. 

may  (He;  amend,  D  1810  ;  pt.s.  improved, 

R,  1427  ;  did  good,  3.  1102  ;  jjp.  improved, 

B  4048  ;  remedied,  D  1097  ;  surpassed,  B 

,^444- 
Am'^ndement.  s.  amends,  A  4185. 
Araenuse, ytr.  to  lessen,  I496 ;  v.  diminish, 

I  360  ;  jj;-,  s.  diminishes,  I  359  ;  becomes 

less,  A.  i.  21.  76. 
Amerciments,    s.   pi.    fines,    exactions, 

I  7.^2, 
Amesureth,  pr.  s.  measures,  B  2.  p  i,  95. 
Amoved,  j>(   s.  moved,  changed  ;  nought 

a.,  changed   not,  altered   not,    E  498 ; 

Amoeved,  pp.  perturbed,  I  670. 
Amiable,  adj.  kind,  B  2168 ;  courteous, 

I  02<) :  kindly,  R,  1226. 
A-midde,  adv.  in  the  midst,  R.  147. 
Amidde,  prip.  amid,  in  the  midst  of,  F 

4<K), 

Aniiddes,  adv.  in  the  midst,  5.  277, 
A-middes.  prtp.  in  the  midst  of.  A,  i.  18. 

4  ;  iu  the  middle,  A  2009. 
Amis.  adv.  amiss,  3.  1141  ;  wrong,  L   1291  ; 

wrongly,  B  3370 ;    »eyd-e  amio,  gave  an 

unw.elcomo  answer,  5,  446, 
Amoeve ;  see  Ameve. 
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Amonesteth,  j)i:  s.  admonishes,  I  76 ; 
rocoiniiicnds,  B  2484. 

Amonestinge,  s.  luhnonition,  I  518. 

Among,  (idr.  as  well,  T.  iii.  1816  ;  all  the 
■while,  3.  2<)8. 

Amonges,  adc.  sometimes,  variously,  B  2. 
p  I.  no. 

Amonges,  jj/yj).  amongst,  A  759. 

Amonicioun,  ,1.  pointing  out,  B  i.  p  4.  10. 

Amorettes.  j»/.  love-knots,  R.  892. 

Aiiio/'  vincit  omnia,  love  conquers  all,  A 
162. 

Amorwe,  A-morwe,  on  the  morrow. 
A  8j2,  i^)jt  ;  in  the  niorning,  3.  1103. 

Amounteth,  pr.  s.  means,  A  2362  ; 
amonnts  to,  P  kj8. 

Amphibology es,  pL  ambiguities,  T.  iv. 
1406. 

Amy,  s.  friend,  C  318. 

An,  a,  A  575  ;  An  eighte  busshels,  a  quan- 
tity equal  to  eight  bushels,  C  771. 

An,  prep,  on  ;  An  heigh,  on  high,  E  2326. 

Ancille,  s.  handmaiden,  i.  109. 

Ancre,  s.  anchor,  10.  38  ;  Anker,  L.  2501. 

And,  conj.  if,  6.  112  ;  L.  217. 

Anes,  adv.  once  (Northern),  A  4074. 

Angle,  *.  angle  (a  technical  term  in 
astrology),  B  304 ;  angular  distance 
from  the  meridian,  A.  ii.  4.  48. 

Angle-hook,  s.  fish-hook,  4.  238, 

Angre,  s.  anguish,  R.  320. 

Anguissh,  s.  anxiety,  B  3.  p  3.  c,^- 

Anguissheth,  pr.  s.  woimds,  pains,  B  3. 
m  7.  1. 

Anguissous,  adj.  distressed,  E.  520;  sorry, 
I  304  ;  distressful,  T.  iii.  816. 

Anhange,  (ler.  to  hang,  C  2,=,9  ;  pp.  B  3945. 

Anientissed,  j)p.  brottght  to  naught,  B 
24,vS. 

A-night,  in  the  night,  A  1042  ;  at  night, 
I)  1827. 

A-nightes,  adv.  by  night,  E.  i8. 

Anlas,  .«.  a  short,  two-edged'  knife  or 
dagger,  broad  at  the  hilt  and  tapering 
to  the  point,  formerly  worn  at  the 
girdle,  A  357. 

Annexed,  pp.  tied,  2.  72 ;  attached,  C 
482, 

Anni  collecti,  collected  years,  A.  ii.  44.  27. 
When  a  table  contains  quantities  de- 
noting the  change  in  a  planet's  place 
during  round  periods  of  years,  such  as  20, 
40,  or  60  years,  such  a  cliange  is  entered 
undered  luider  the  heading  Anni  Col- 
lecti. 

Anni  erpamii,  expanse  years,  A.  ii.  44. 
26.  When  a  talde  contains  quantities 
denoting  the  change  in  a  planet's  pliice 


during  only  a  few  years,  viz.  from  i  to 

19  years,   such    changes    are    entered 

separately    under    the    headings  i,    2, 

3,  &c.,  years,  which  are  designated  the 

expanse,  (or  separate)  years. 
Annis  collectis  et  expansi.%  the   collected 

j-ears  and  expanse  years,  A.  ii.  45.   18. 

Sec  above. 
Aunueleer,    .1.   a   priest    who    received 

annual  payments,  a  ehapla,in,  G  1012. 
Auuunciat,p;».  pre-annonnced,  i.  e.  whoso 

biith  was  foretold,  B  3205. 
Anon,  adc.  anon,  immediately,  at  once, 

A  32,  748. 
Anon-right,  adv.  immediately,   L.    115, 

Anon-rightes,  adv.  immediately,  A  348(5. 
Anoy,  .«.  vexation,  T.  iv.  845  ;  trouble,  1^ 

1320;  torture,  B  3.  m  12.  25;  sadness,  I 

678,  680;  pi.  troubles,  I  518. 
Anoye,  v.  annoy,  vex,  T.  iv.  1304 ;  pr.  s. 

annoys,  vexes,   B  2234  ;    gives  offence, 

5.    518;    does  harm,   F   875;    impers.  it 

vexes,   G-   1036  ;   pr.  pi.  harm,  B  2187  ; 

imp.  pi.  injure  ye,  B  494 ;  pip.  displeased, 

D  1848  ;  wearied,  I  726  ;  peevish,  I  1031. 
Anoyful,    adj.    annoying,    tiresome,    B 

2222. 
Anoyous,  adj.  annoying,  tedious,  B  2433  : 

disagreeable,  B  2235. 
Answere,  v.  answer,  D  1077;  a.  of.,  answer 

for,    be   responsible   f<u',    L.    2212;    bo 

suitable  for,  B  4.  p  3.  69. 
Answering,  s.  answer,  E  512. 
Autartik,  udj.  southern,  A.  ii.  25.  11. 
Antem,  s.  anthem,  B  1850. 
Antiphoner,  .9.  antheni-book,  B  1709. 
Antony,  fyr  of  seint,  erysiiselas,  I  427. 
Anvelt.  St.  anvil,  3.  1165. 
Aiiy-thing,  at  all,  in  any  degree,  T.   i. 

848. 
Aornement,  b.  adornment,  I  432. 
Apaire  ;  see  Apeiren. 
Apalled,  y)p.  vapid,  I  723  ;  weakened,  A 

3053  ;  pale,  F  365  ;  languid,  B  1292. 
Aparayles,  .s.  pi.   ornaments,  B  2.  p  4. 

69.    (Lat.  ornamentis.) 
Aparaile,  v.  apparel,  D  343  ;  prepare,  L. 

2473  ;  Apparaillen,  v.   prepare,  B  2532 ; 

pr.  s.  endues,  I  462  ;  imp.  s.  prepare,  B 

Aparailements,  .«.  i)l.  ornaments,  B  2. 

]).  5.  181. 
Aparceyve  ;  sec  Aperceive. 
Apassed,  j)j).  passeil  away,  B  2.  p  5.  35. 
Apaye,   v.  to  satisfy ;  pp>.  satisfieil,  T.  v, 

1249  ;    pleased,  T.  iii.  421  ;    yvel  a.,  iU 

pleased,  L.  80 ;  E  1052. 
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Apayre ;  see  Apeiren. 

Apayse ;  see  Apese. 

Ape,  s.  ape,  HF.   uia  ;  dupe,  A  33S9  i  i''- 

(iupes,  T.  i.  913, 
Apeiren,  ger.  to  injiire,  impair,  A  3147; 

v.  I   1079;  grow  WDi'so,  HF.  756;  I  pi: 

pi.  perish,  T.  ii.  3-'9 ;  pp.  impaired,  U  i. 

p  5.  07  ;  injured,  T.  i.  3.S. 
Aperceive,  c.  perceive,  E6o«;  Ap&rceyve, 

'1'.  iv.  (156  ;  ii)\  s.  discerns,  I  294. 
Aperceyvinges,  pi.  perceptions,   obser- 
vations, F  286. 
Apert,  adj.  manifest,  I  649. 
Apert,  udc.  openly,  F  531. 
Apertenant,  adj.  Lolonging  to,  sucli  as 

belongs  to,  2.  70 ;  suitable,  E  loio. 
Aperteneth,  pr.  s.  impers.  appertains,  i$ 

2171 ;   pr.pl.  I  83;  ^rea.  jj(.  belonging, 

0  785. 
Apertly,  adv.  openly ;  clearly,  I  294. 
Apese,   Apeise,    c.  appease,   pacify ;    E 

433;  imp.  pi.  mitigate,  4.  lo ;  pr.  s.  reft. 

is  pacifiet.!,   B  3051  ;  2  pr.  pi.  T.  iii.  22; 

2)t.  g.  B  2290 ;  ))ii.  appeased,  T.  i.  250. 
Apeyre  ;  see  Apeire. 
Apeyse  ;  sec  Apese. 
Apose  ;  see  Appose. 
Apotecarie,  ,«.   ai)otliecary,  B  4138;   jj?. 

preparers  of  medici)ies,  A  425. 
Appalled ;  see  Apalle. 
Apparaunte,  adj.  pi.  apparent,  manifest, 

R.  5. 
Apparence,  s.  appearance,  F  218;  seem- 
ing, HF.  265:  apparition,  F  1602  ;  false 

sliDW,  F  1157;  jd.  apparitions,  F  1140. 
Appese  ;  see  Apese. 
Appetyt,  s.  desire,  A  1680. 
Appetyteth,  j>r.  s.  seeks  to  have,  desires, 

L.  1582. 
Applyen,  v.  be  attached  to,  B  5.  p  4.  14. 
Apposed,  pt.  8.   questioned,   CI  363  ;  p>p- 

opposed,  alleged,  B  i.  p  5.  54. 
Apprentys,  adj.  unskilled,   as  novices, 

]{.  087. 
Appreved,  pp.  approved,  E  1349. 
Appropred,  j'P-  ayipropriated,  made  the 

property  of,  14.  18. 
Approwours,  pi.  approvers,  informers, 

J>  1343- 
Aprochen,  v.  approach,  T.  v.  1. 
Apurtenance,    ».   appurtenance ;    j>?.    I 

703- 
Apyked,    2'P-     trimmed,      adorned,     A 

3<>5- 
Aqueynte  me,  make  m5-self  acquainted, 

3.  532  ;  pt.  pi.  became  ac<iuainted,  HF, 

-\i"  •  IP-  acquainted,  B  1219. 
Aq.uyte.  imp.  s.  requite,  T.  ii.  1200. 


Arace,  v.  eradicate,  uproot,   T.   v.    <)54  ; 

tear  away,  6.  20;  pr.  g.  subj.  root  out, 

eradicate,  T.  iii.   1015  ;  pi\  torn,  borno 

along;  torn  away,  B  3.  p  11.  165. 
Araise  ;  see  Areise. 
Aray,  s.  array,  dress,  L.  1505 ;  arrangement, 

T.  iii.  536  ;  state,  dress,  A  41,  73  ;  attire, 

I  932  ;  array  of  garments,  L.  2607  ;  order, 

E  262  ;  ordinance,  E  670 ;  position,  D 

902  ;  condition,  A  934. 
Arayed,  jjp.  dressed,  read.^-,  T.  iii.  423  ; 

clad,  11.  472;  adorned,  T.  ii.  1 187  ;   tcHa., 

well  situated,  T.  ii.   O80 ;   equipped,  A 

2046 ;  dressed,  P  389  ;   ordered,  B  252  ; 

appointed,  F  1 1S7. 
Arbitre,  s.  will,  choice,  B  5.  p  3.  18. 
Arches ;  see  Ark. 
Archaungel,  s.  titmouse,  R.  915. 
Archewyves,   s,  pyl.    archwives,   ruling 

wives,  E  1 1 95. 
Ardaunt,   adj.   ardent,    B   3.  m  12.    15; 

eager,  B  4.  p  3.  1 16. 
Arede,  v.  explain,  disclose,  T    ij.    1505; 

coiinsel,  T.  iv.  11 12;  interpret,  3.   289; 

(jer.  to  divine,  T.  ii.  132. 
Areise,   c.  raise ;    Areysen,  ger.  to  levj-, 

I  567  ;   I>P-  praised,  L.  1525;  raised,  A. 

ii.  2.  7. 
Arest,  s.  rest  (for  a  spear'),  A  26112. 
Areste,  *.  arrest,  B  4<)<;o ;  <letention,  A 

1310;  responsibility,  E  1282;   delay,  L. 

806  ;  hesitation,   L,   1929  ;  delibei-ation, 

L-  397- 

Areste,  v.  stop  (a  horse),  A  827 ;  Do  a., 
cause  to  be  stopped,  B  4210. 

Aretten,  v.  impute,  B  2.  p  4.  14  ;  A.  upon, 
pr.  s.  accuses,  1 580  ;  pr.  pi.  subj.  ascribe, 
I  1082  ;  ye  n'arette  it  nut,  ye  impute  it 
not,  consider  it  not,  A  ■/26  ;  pp.  imputed. 
A  2729. 

A-rewe,  adc.  successively,  lit.  in  a  row, 
D  .254. 

Areyse  ;  see  Areise. 

Argoile,  s.  crude  tartai-,  G  813. 

Arguinge,  s.  argument,  L.  475. 

Argumented,  pt.  s.  argued,  T.  i.  377. 

Aright,  «(/(•.  rightly,  well,  A  267  ;  aright, 
G  1418  ;  properlj',  F  694  ;  whollj-,  A  1S9  ; 
exactly,  T.  v.  364  ;  certainly,  B  3135. 

Arisen,  Arist :  see  Aryse. 

Ariste,  s.  arising,  rising,  A.  ii.  12.  16. 

Ark,  *.  arc,  referring  to  the  arc  of  the 
horizon  extending  from  sunrise  to  svm- 
set,  B  2  ;  daily  course  of  the  sun,  E 
1795 ;  arc,  the  apyiarent  angular  dis- 
tance passed  over  by  the  sun  in  a  day 
and  a  night,  A.  ii.  7.  12  ;  .^jches,  pi. 
xircs,  A.  ii.  7.  15. 
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Armes,  jd.  aims,  weapons,  7.  i  ;  coat-of- 

aruis,  A  lou. 
Arm-greet,  adj.  thick  as  one's  arm,  A 

.M45- 
Arininge,   s.  putting  uu.   of  aruiour,  B 

Armipotente,  adj.  powerful  iu  arms, 
A  11)8-'. 

Armoniak,  adj.  ammoniac ;  appKed  to 
bole,  Ct  7i)o,  and  sul,  G  798.  It  is  a 
corruption  of  Lat.  armeniacum,  i.  e.  Ar- 
menian. 

Armonye,  s.  liarmony.  3.  313. 

Armure,  s.  defensive  armour,  4,  130;  B 
2009. 

Armurers,  pi.  armourers,  A  2507. 

Aru,  2n:  jd.  are,  HP.  1008. 

Aroos ;  see  Aryse. 

A-roume,  adv.  at  large,  iu  an  open 
space,  HF.  540. 

A-ro^we,  adc.  in  a  row,  HF.  1835. 

Arowe,  *. ;  see  Arwe. 

Arrace ;  sec  Arace. 

Array,  Arraye  ;  see  Aray,  Arayed. 

Arrerage,  s.  arrears,  A  602. 

Arrette  ;  see  Aretteu. 

Arrivage,  s.  coming  to  shore,  HF.  223. 

Arryve,  v.  arrive,  come  to  land,  10.  38 ; 
2>):  s.  (it)  arrives,  L.  2309 ;  pt.  s.  drove 
ashore,  B  4.  m  3.  i ;  yvel-a.,  ill-fated, 
E.  1068.^ 

Ars-metiTrke,  «.  arithmetic,  D  2222. 

Artelleries,  a.  X'^-  engines  for  shooting, 
B  2523. 

Arten,  ijer.  to  constrain,  urge,  T.  i.  388. 

Artificial,  adj.  A.  ii.  7.  rub.  The  day 
arlijiciul  is  the  length  of  the  day,  from 
the  moment  of  sunrise  to  that  of 
sunset. 

Artik,  northern,  A.  i.  14.  10. 

Artow,  art  thou,  A  1141  ;  thou  art,  L. 
y86. 

Arwe,  s.  arrow,  T.  ii.  641  ;  Arowe,  7.  185 ; 
pi.  arrows,  A  107. 

Aryse,  v.  arise,  be  raised,  T.  iv.  1480; 
pr.  g.  rises,  I  971  ;  Arist,  pr.  s.  {contr. 
from  ariseth;  arises,  B  265  ;  Ai'oos,  pt.  s. 
arose,  5.  575  ;  stood  up,  L.  831  ;  Arisen, 
pt.  pi.  arose,  T.  ii.  1598  ;  Aryse,  pr.  s. 
subj.  may  arise ;  Fro  the  sonno  aryse, 
from  the  point  where  the  sun  rises. 

Arysing,  s.  rising,  rise,  A.  ii.  12.  j. 

Aryve,  s.  lit.  arrival ;  landing,  disem- 
liiirkation  of  tro<^>ps,  A  Co. 

Aryve  ;  see  Arryve. 

As,  so  (in  asseverations),  3.  838,  1235;  an 
expletive,  expressing  a  wish,  commonly 
used  -vritli  au  iiaperative,  e.  g.  aa  lat, 


pray  let,  B  859;  as  lene;  pray  lend,  A 
3-77,  &c. ;  As,  Ulce,  B  1864 ;  as  that, 
F  1018 ;  As  after,  according  to,  B  3555  ; 
As  ferforth  as,  as  far  as,  B  19 ;  As  in, 
i.e.  for,  B  3688 ;  As  now,  at  present,  at 
this  time,  A  2264 ;  on  the  present 
occasion,  G  944  ;  for  the  present,  G 
1019  ;  As  noutlie,  as  at  this  time,  at 
present,  A  462  :  As  of,  with  respect  to, 
5.  26  ;  As  swj-tlie,  as  soon  as  possible, 
at  once,  7.  226 ;  As  that,  as  soon  as, 
F615;  asthough,  3.  I2CXJ:  As  tlier,  tliere, 
4.  117;  As  to,  with  reference  to,  F  107; 
As  to   my  wit,  as  it  seems  to  me,  5. 

547- 

As,  s.  an  ace,  B  3851  :  Ambes  as.  j>?.  double 
aces,  B  124. 

Asay ;  see  Assay. 

Ascaunce,  as  if,  perhaps,  G  838  ;  in  case 
that,  Li.  2203  ;  Ascaunces,  as  if,  D  1745  ; 
as  if  to  say,  T.  i.  205,  292.  Compounded 
of  E.  as,  and  O.  F.  quanaes,  as  if. 

Ascencioun,  s.  ascension,  ascending 
degree,  B  4045  ;  rising  up,  G  778. 

Ascende,  v.  ascend,  rise  (a  term  in 
astrology).  In;  jires.  part,  ascemling, 
in  the  ascendant,  L  e.  near  the  eastern 
horizon,  F  264. 

Ascendent,  s.  ascendant,  A  417  ;  pi.  HF. 
1268.  The  '  ascendant '  is  that  degree 
of  the  ecliptic  which  is  rising  above 
the  horizon  at  a  given  moment, 

Asemble ;  see  Assemble. 

Aseuraunce,  s.  assurance,  T.  v.  1259. 

Ash ;  see  Asshe. 

Ashamed,  pp.  put  to  shame,  A  2667 :  for 
jnire  a.,  for  very  shame,  T.  ii.  656. 

Asketh,  jn:  s.  recjuires,  T.  i.  339. 

Asking,  s.  question,  L.  313. 

Aslake,  v.  diminish,  A  3553 :  jjp.  assuaged, 
A  3760. 

Asouder,  adv.  asunder,  apart,  A  491. 

Asp.  8.  aspen  tree,  A  2921  ;  collectively, 
1\.  1384.    A.  S.  wps. 

Aspect,  s.  an  (astrological)  aspect,  A  10S7. 
An  '  aspect '  is  the  angular  distance 
between  two  planets.  The  ijriuoipal 
aspects  are^tr,  viz.  conjunction,  sextile, 
quartile,  trine,  and  opposition,  corre- 
sponding to  the  angular  distances 
o^,  60',  90",  120°,  and  180',  respectivel.y. 

Aspen-leef,  s.  leaf  of  an  aspeu  tree,  i> 
1067. 

Aspre,  adj.  sharp,  bitter,  T.  iv.  827 ; 
vexatious,  B  3.  p  8.  19  ;  cruel,  B  2.  !► 
8.  39  ;  fierce,  hardy,  7.  23. 

Asprenesse,  s.  asperity,  B  4.  p  4.  159. 

Aspye,  s.  spy,  C  755. 
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Aspye,  r.  spy,  see,  A  1420;   Aspyen,   v. 

l.cii.ilil,  T.  ii.  r.49. 
Assaut,  s.  assault,  A  9S9. 
Assay,  s.  trial,  D  290;   doon  his  a.,  make 

liis  attempt,   L.    1504;    A-say,    test,    L. 

2S  a. 
Assaye,  r.   try,   make  trial  of,   B  ,^i4<)  ; 

tO'i  3-  574.;  endeavour,  F  156- ;  gei:  to 

nssail,  T.  i.  92S  ;  j)c.  s.  experiences,  B  ^. 

ma.  13  ;   j>r.  j)L  try,  L.  487  ;    imp.  ][>l. 

try,  E    1740;    2)7>.  proved,  tested,  tried, 

experienced,  T.  iii.  1220,  1447;  A  iSii. 
Assayle  ;  see  Assaile. 
Assege,  .9.  siege,  T.  i.  464,  ii.  107. 
Assege,  v.  besiege  ;  x>t,  pi.  T.  i.  60 ;  2'>p. 

A  SSr. 
Assemble,  r.  ;  come  togetlier,  I  909  ;  ger. 

to  amass,  B  ^.  p  8.  8  ;  jyi.  A  717  ;  united, 

Ct  j;o. 
Assemblinge,  s.  union.  I  004,  917. 
Assendent ;  see  Ascendent. 
Assente,  r.  agree  to,  A  ,^74 ;    assent,  A 

3092;    consent,   B    ^469;    agree,   E    11, 

88,  129. 
Asshe  (1),  s.  ash-tree,  5.  176;  collectively, 

asli-trecs,  E.  1384. 
Asshe  (2),  s.  ash  (of  something  burnt); 

Asshen,  j>7.  ashes,  7.  173;  A  1302. 
Assoilen,  (fr.  to   discliarge,   pay,   B   5. 

p.  I.  15  ;  V.  loosen  •,j)r.  s.  absolve,  pardon, 

C  913  ;  Pl>.  explained,  B  5.  p  6.  311. 
Assoiling,  s.  absolution,  A  66r. 
Assure,  «.  assurance,  protestation,  7.  331. 
Assure,  t\   feel  secure,  trust,  T.  v.  870; 

rely,   T.  v.   1624  ;  declare  (to  be)  sure, 

7-  90. 
Assyse,  s.  assize,  session,  A  314  ;  jiidge- 

ment,  i.  36  ;  position,  K.  9*x>. 
Asterte,  v.  escape,  L.  1802;  A  1595;  es- 
cape from,  L.  23^8  ;  D  968 :  get  away, 

v-ithdraw,  3.   1154;  release,  I)  13 14;  J)f. 

8.  escaped,  T,   iii.  97 ;  pp.  escaped,  B 

43". 
Astonie,  v.  astonish ;  pr.  s.  astonishes, 

HF.  1174;  pp.  astonished,  T.  i.  274,  iii. 

1089. 
Astonyinge,  .■?.  astonishment,  B  4.  p  5.  33. 
Astore.  v.  to  store  ;  j>j>.  A  609. 
Astrolabie,  •«.  astrolabe,  A.  pr.  4. 
Astrologien,  s,  astrologer,  astronomer, 

D  VM. 
Astrologye,  s.  astrologj',  A  3192,  3514. 
Astromye  ij'nr  Astronomye),  an  ignorant 

form,  A  3451,  3457. 
A.sure,  .«.  azure,  K.  477. 
Asweve,  v. ;  j>p.  dazed,  put  to  sleep,  HF. 

549- 
A-swown,  adv.  {from  pp.)  in  a  swoon, 


L.  2207 ;  Aswowe,  7.  354 ;  lifnre  As- 
wowne,  in  a  swoon,  T.  iii.  1092  ;  A  3823. 

At,  prep,  at,  A  2(5,  &c.  ;  of,  R.  378  ;  as  to. 
6.  114;  by,  I)  2095;  in  the  presence  of. 
T.  ii.  984  ;  with,  beside,  HF.  1593  ;  to, 
HF.  1603  ;  At  me,  with  respect  to  nie, 
B  1975  ;  At  ei-ste,  firste  of  all,  HF.  512  ; 
At  his  large,  free,  free  to  speak  or  lie 
silent,  A  2288  ;  At  on,  jit  one,  agreed, 
A  4197  ;  At  shorte  wordes.  briefly,  5. 
481  ;  At  regard,  with  regard,  I  180:  .-Vt 
ye,  at  (your)  eye,  with  your  own  eyes, 
visibly,  A  3016;  have  at  thee,  I  attack 
thee,  L.  1383. 

At-after,  prrp.  after,  B  1445. 

Atake,  v.  overtake,  (x  ■i~,6,  585. 

Ataste,  2  pr.  s.  suhj.  taste,  B  2.  p  i.  41. 

Ataynt ;  see  Atteine. 

Atazir,  .«.  evil  influence,  B  305. 

Atempraunce,  s.  temperament,  B  4.  p  6. 
214 ;  adjustment,  moderation,  temper- 
ance, C  46. 

Atempre,  adj.  temperate,  mild,  L.  128, 
1483  ;  moderate,  T.  i.  953  ;  mild,  5.  204  ; 
I?.  131  ;  modest,  I  932. 

Atempre,  v.  ;  j)/\  s.  attempei-s,  B  1.  m  2. 
23  ;  refl.  controls  himself,  B  2704. 

Atemprely,  adv.  temperately,  I  S61  ; 
modei-ately,  B  2728. 

Atempringe,  s.  controlling,  B  5.  p  4.  loi. 

Atsyne  ;  see  Atteine. 

Athamaunt,  s.  adamant,  A  1305. 

Athinken,  i\  displease,  T.  v.  878;  Athink- 
eth,  pr.  s.  iinpers.  (it)  repent.s,  T.  i.  1050. 

At-oues,  adv.  at  once,  at  one  and  the 
sanie  time,  B  670. 

Atoon,  adv.  at  one,  E  437. 

At-rede,  v.  surpass  in  counsel,  T.  iv. 
1456  ;  A  2440. 

At-renne,  v.  surpass  in  running,  T.  iv. 
1456  ;  A  2449. 

Attamed,  pp.  broaclied,  B  4008. 

Attayne  ;  see  Atteine. 

Atte,  for  at  the,  D  404 ;  Atte  beste,  in 
the  best  way,  A  29,  740 ;  Atte  fan.  at 
the  fan,  H  42  ;  Atte  fuUe,  at  the  full, 
completely,  A  651  ;  Atte  gate,  at  the 
gate,  B  1563 ;  Atte  hasiird,  at  dice, 
C  608;  Atte  laste,  at  the  last,  B  506; 
Atte  leste,  at  the  least,  at  least,  B  38 ; 
Atte  Bowe,  at  Bow,  A  125. 

Atteine,  v.  attain,  R.  1495;  succeed  in, 
4.  i6i  ;  pp.  apprehended,  B  3.  p  3.  25. 

Atterapre  ;  see  Atempre. 

Attry,  adj.  venomoiis,  I  583. 

A-tweyn,  adv.  in  two,  3.  1193. 

A-t'winne,  adv.  apart,  T.  iiL  1666. 

Atwixe,  2»"<?i>.  betwixt,  R.  854. 
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A-twixen,  j)rep.  between,  T.  v,  472. 

A-two,  in  twain,  7.  94  ;  L.  758. 

A-tyr,  s.  attire,  dress,  T.  i.  iSi. 

Auctor ;  see  Auctour. 

Auctoritee,  s.  autliority,  B  2355;  recog- 
nised text,  A  3tx>o  ;  statements  of  good 
authors,  D  i. 

Auctour,  3.  author,  HF.  314  ;  originator, 
H  359  ;  creator,  T.  iii.  1765. 

Audience,  s.  hearing,  5.  308  ;  audience, 
B  3091  ;  open  assembly,  D  1032. 

Augrim,  s.  algorism,  i.e.  numeration,  A. 
i.  7.  6  :  Arabic  numerals,  A.  i.  8.  6. 

Augrim-stones,  j)?.  counters  for  calcu- 
lating, A  3210. 

Auncessour,  s.  ancestor  ;  pi.  E.  391. 

Auncestre,  s.  ancestor,  5.  41. 

Auncetrye,  s.  ancestry,  A  3982. 

Aungel.  s.  angel,  E.  916. 

Aungellyk,  adj.  angelical,  T.  i.  102. 

Aungellyke,  adv.  like  an  angel,  L.  236. 

Auntre  it,  v.  risk  it,  A  4209  ;  Auntred 
him,  jjf.  5.  adventured  himself,  A  4205. 

Auntrous,  adj.  adventiirous,  B  2099. 

Autentyke,  adj.  aiithentic,  3.  1086. 

Auter,  ».  altar,  5.  249. 

Avale,  V.  fall  down,  T.  iii.  626 ;  doff,  take 
off,  A  3122  ;  Avalen,  pi:  pi.  sink  down. 

Avantage,  s.  advantage,  F  772 ;  to  don 
his  (■'.,  to  suit  his  own  interests,  B  729  ; 
as  adj.  advantageous,  B  146. 

Avante  ;  see  Avaunte. 

Avaunce,  v.  promote,  L.  2022 ;  ger.  T.  i. 
518;  be  profitable,  A  246;  cause  to 
prosper,  HF.  640;  help,  10.  31. 

Avauut,  s.  vaunt,  boast,  A  227,  E  1457. 

Avaunte  (her),  v.  ref.  boast  (herself),  7. 
296;  (jtr.  to  extol,  HF.  1788;  r.  reji. 
boast,  vaunt  himself,  D  1014. 

Avaunting,  s.  boasting,  A  3S84. 

Avauntour,  s.  boaster,  5.  430. 

Avenaunt,  adj.  graceful,  comelj',  E.  1263. 

Aventayle,  s.  ventail,  E  1204. 

Aventure,  s.  chance,  4.  21  ;  peril,  B  1151  ; 
misfortune,  L.  657 ;  fortune,  18.  22  ; 
luck,  T.  ii.  288,  291  ;  circumstance,  L. 
T007;  o/"a.,  by  chance,  HF.  2090;  ona.., 
in  case  of  misliap,  T.  v.  298;  in  a.,  in 
the  hands  of  fortune,  T.  i.  784  ;  per  a., 
perchance,  A.  ii.  12.  6 ;  in  a.  and  grace, 
on  luck  and  favour,  4.  60  ;  good  a.,  good 
fortune,  5.  13 1,  7.  324;  pi.  adventures, 
A  795  ;  accidents,  C  934. 

Aventurous,  adj.  random,  B  1.  p  6.  98 ; 
adventitious  {Jjsit.  fortinto').  B  2.  p  4.  17. 

Avisee,  adj.  deliberate,  L.  1521. 

Avisioun,  s.  vision,  E.  9  ;  HF.  7. 

Avouterye,  s.  adultery,  5.  361, 


Avoutier,  s.  adulterer  ;  pi.  I  841. 

Avow,  *.  vow,  A  2414,  2237. 

Avowe,  V.  avow,  own,  proclaim,  G  642 ; 
P7:  s.  vows,  7.  355. 

Avoy,  interj.  Jie  !  B  4098. 

Ajvys,  s.  advice,  consideration,  opinion, 
A  786,  B  2442. 

Avyse,  v.  consider,  T.  i.  364  ;  contem- 
plate, T.  v.  1814  ;  refl.  consider,  B  6()4  : 
imp.  s.  take  heed,  A  4188 ;  imp.  pi.  con- 
sider, deliberate,  A  3185;  p>p.  clearly 
seen,  E.  475  ;  with  mind  made  up,  T. 
iii.  1186;  advised,  careful,  A  3584; 
deliberate,  I  448  ;  wary,  A  4333  ;  fore- 
warned, B  2^38 ;  well  «.,  well  advised, 
B2514. 

Avysely,  adv.  advisedly,  B  2488 ;  seriously, 
I  1024  ;  carefully,  A  ii.  29.  29. 

Avysement,  s.  consideration,  B  2941  : 
counsel,  T.  ii.  343;  deliberation,  B  86; 
determination,  L.  1417. 

Await,  s.  watch,  D  1657;  surveillance,  H 
149  ;  waiting,  T.  iii.  579  ;  watchfulness. 
T.  iii.  457  ;  Have  hir  in  awayt,  watch 
her,  B  3915  ;  pi.  plots,  B  3.  j)  8.  11. 

Awaite,  v.  await;  pr.  s.  waits,  1.  iii; 
watches,  B  1776. 

Awaiting,  s.  attendance,  7.  250. 

Awaitour,  s.  lier  in  wait,  B  4.  p  3.  122. 

Awake,  v.  wake,  awake  ;  Awook,  1  pd-  ^• 
aroused,  3.  1324  ;  j)t.  s.  awoke,  F  367  : 
Awaked,  p>L  s.  awoke,  A  2523. 

Award,  s.  decision,  I  483. 

Aweu,  own  (Northern),  A  4239. 

A-wepe,  a-weeping,  in  tears,  T.  ii.  408. 

A-werke,  adr.  at  work,  D  215. 

Aweye,  adv.  out  of  the  way,  done  with, 
T.  ii.  123;  gone,  7.  319;  from  home,  B 
593  ;  astray,  B  609. 

Aweyward,  adv.  away,  backwards,  H 
262. 

Awhape,  v.  amaze ;  ^y).  scared,  L.  132  • 
stupefied,  7.  215  ;  confounded,  T.  i.  316. 

Awook  ;  see  Awake. 

Awreke,  v.  avenge,  2.  n  ;  i)r.  s.  avenges, 
E.  278  ;  PI).  H  298  ;  A  3752. 

Awry,  adr.  on  one  side,  E.  291. 

Axen,  V.  ask,  L.  835 ;  Axe  at,  ask  of,  T.  ii. 
804  ;  j»\  s.  requires,  T.  ii,  227. 

Ajclng,  s.  question,  L.  239  a  ;  request,  A 
1826. 

Ay,  adv.  aye,  ever,  A  C^i,,  233 ;  Ay  whyl 
that,  all  the  while  that,  4.  252. 

Ay-dwellinge,  adj.  perpetual,  ever- 
aliiding,  B  5.  p  6.  97. 

Ayein,  j>)vj).  opposite  to,  T,  ii.  920-; 
against,  T.  i.  902. 

Ayein,  adv.  again,  back,  5.  100. 
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Ayein-ledinge,    adj.    returning,   recou- 

ilucting,  B  3.  m  q.  42. 
Ayoins,  j)rep.  against,  A  1787 ;  towards, 

;it-  the  approach  of,  5.  342. 
Ayeins,  adv.  against,  to,  A  3155. 
Ayeinward,   adv.   again,   on   the    other 

hand,  B  2.  p  4.  126 ;  back  again,  T.  iii. 

750,  iv.  1581. 
Ayel,  s.  gi-amlfather,  A  2477. 
Aziraut,  s.  azimuth,  A.  ii.  31.  22, 


Ba,  V.  kiss,  D  433  ;  imp.  s.  A  3709. 
Babewiniies,  1^1.  (lit.  baboons),  grotesque 

tie;ures  in  architecture,  HF.  1 189. 
Bachelere,  s.  young  knight,  E.  918,  1469  ; 

an  aspirant  to  knighthood,  A  80. 
Bachelrye,  s.  bachelor-hood,  H  1 25  ;  com- 

panj-  of  young  naen,  E  270. 
Bad ;  see  Bidde. 
Badder,  adj.  comp.  worse,  F  224. 
Bagge,  V. ;  pr.  s.  looks  askant,  3.  623. 
Baggepype,  s.  bagpipe,  A  565. 
Baggingly,  adv.  S(piintingly,  K.  292. 
Baite,  v.  bait ;  feed,  B  466 ;  pp.  baited, 

tormented,  K.  1612. 
Bak,  s.  back,  3.  957  ;  clotli  for  the  back, 

coarse  mantle,  rough  cloak,  G-  881. 
Bakbyter,  s.  backbiter,  I  495. 
Bake   metes,    baked   meats,   meat   pies, 

I  445. 
Bakhalf,   the   back  or  flat   side   ot   the 

astrnlabe,  A.  i.  4.  i. 
Bak-side,  s.  the  back  of  the  astrolabe,  A. 

i.  15.  3. 
Balaunce, s.  a  balance,  G-  61 1 ;  in  balaunce, 

in  jeopardy,  G  6ii  ;  in  suspense,  3.  1021. 
Bale,  s.  sorrow,  3.  535  ;  for  bote  ne  bale,  for 

good  nor  for  ill,  3.  227. 
Balke,  s.  balk,  beam,  A  3920;  j>Z.  trans- 
verse beams  beneath  a  roof,  A  3626. 
Balled,  adj.  bald,  A  198,  2518. 
Bane,  s.  death,  L.  2159;  destruction,  HF, 

408 ;  cause  of  death,  A  1097  ;  slayer,  T. 

i^'-  333- 

Banes,  2>I.  bones  (Northem),  A  4073. 

Bar,  Bare  ;  see  Bere,  r, 

Barbtf,  s.  bar!)  (part  of  a  woman's  head- 
dress, still  sometimes  used  by  n\ins, 
consisting  of  a  piece  of  white  plaited 
linen,  passed  over  or  under  the  chin, 
and  reaching  midway  to  the  waist),  T. 
ii,  no. 

Barbre,  adj.  barbarian,  B  281. 

Bareine.  adj.  barren,  B  68,  D  372. 

Barel  ale,  barrel  of  ale,  B  3083. 

Bark,  s.  (of  a  tree),  T.  iii  727. 


Barm-clooth,  .s.  apron,  A  3236. 

Barms,  ,■*.  (dat.)  bosom,  lap,  11  3236,  3(130. 

Baronage,  .*.  assembly  of  Ijarons,  A  3096. 

Barre,  «.  bar,  A  1075  ;  Barres,  pi.  stripes 
across  a  girdle,  A  329. 

Barred,  pp.  furnished  with  '  Vjars,'  A  3225, 

Barringe,  s.  adorning  with  (heraldic)  bars, 
I  417. 

Basilicok,  s.  basilisk,  I  853. 

Baste,  1-.  baste  ;  jjres.  2>art.  basting,  tack- 
ing on,  E.  104. 

Bataile,  s.  battle,  fight,  L.  1647  ;  troop,  B 
5.  m  I.  4. 

Batailen,  v.  fight,  B  i.  p  4.  251. 

Batailled,  adj.  embattled,  i.  e.  notched 
with  indentations,  B  4050, 

Batere,  v.  l)atter  ;  j)/:  s.  strikes,  I  556. 

Bathe,  both  (Northern),  A  4087, 

Bathe,  ger.  to  bathe,  to  bask,  T.  ii,  849  ; 
refi.  to  bask,  B  4457. 

Bauderye,  s.  bawdrj-,  act  of  a  pandar,  T. 
iii.  397  ;  mirth,  A  1926, 

Baudrik,  s.  baldric,  belt  worn  trans- 
versely over  one  shotilder,  A  u6. 

Baudy,  adj.  dirty,  G  635, 

Baume,  s.  balm,  HF,  16S6. 

Baundon,  s,  power,  disposal,  E,  1163, 

Bay,  adj.  bay-coloured,  A  2157. 

Bayard,  a  horse's  name  ;  a  horse,  A  4115. 

Be-,  prefi.v  ;  see  also  Bi-. 

Beau,  adj.  fair  ;  beav.  sir,  fair  sir,  HF,  643, 

Be-bled,  pjj.  bloodied,  covered  with  blood, 
B  3.  m  2.  14. 

Beblotts,  imp.  s.  blot,  T.  ii.  1027. 

Becheu,  adj.  made  of  beech,  G  1160. 

Become,  v.  go  to,  L.  2214  ;  pp.  gone  to,  7, 

-'47- 
Bed.  s.  L.  2J11  ;  station,  B  3862;  bed  (of 

herbs),  B  4411. 
Beddiuge,  ,s.  couch,  A  1616. 
Bede,   v.  offer,  proffer,  HF.  32 ;  G  1065 ; 

I  x>r.  s.  proifer,   7,  304  ;    Bedeth,  pr.  s. 

proffers,  E  1 784  ;  Bede,  i  pt.  pi.  directed, 

told,  I  65  ;  Boden, pp.  commanded,  T.  iii 

691  ;  ordered,  L.  266. 
Bede,  pt.  pi.  and  x>p.  0/ Bidde. 
Beden,  j)f-  pJ-  0/ Bidde. 
Bedes,  2>l.  beads,  A  159, 
Bedote,  v.  befeol,  L,  1547, 
Bedrede,  adj.  bedridden,  D  1769. 
Beek,  s.  beak,  F  418, 
Beem,  s.  balk,  B  4362  ;  Bemes,  j)?,  beams, 

E.  1574. 
Been,  j^l-  bees,  F  204, 
Beer,  bare  ;  i)t.  s.  of  Bere, 
Beest,  s.  beast,  F  460  ;  Beest  roial  =;  royal 

beast,  i,  e,  Leo,  F  264;   brute,  G  288; 

beast,  quarry,  B.  1452, 
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Beet,  pt.  s.  and  inqy.  9.  of  Bote. 

Beeth,  imp.  j^l.  o/Beu,  to  he. 

Beggestere,  s.  beggar,  properly  »  female 
bc-ggar,  A  24^. 

Behette  ;  see  Bihote. 

Bekke,  1  pr.  s.  (I)  nod,  C  396;  2>^  8. 
nodded  to,  T.  ii.  i  j6o. 

Bel  amy,  i.  e.  good  friend,  fair  friend,  C 
318  ;  Bele,  adj.  fern,  fair,  beantiful,  HP. 
J796  ;  Bele  cliere,  excellent  fare,  B  1599 ; 
Bele  chose,  beautiful  part,  D  447. 

Belle,  «.  bell,  T.  ii.  1615 ;  (of  a  clock),  3. 
1322  ;  (sign  of  an  inn),  A  719  ;  here 
the  b.,  be  the  first,  T.  iii.  198. 

Belweth,  j)r.  s.  roars,  HF.  1803. 

Bely,  s.  bcliy,  B  2167. 

Bely,  «.  a  pair  of  bellows,  I  351. 

Bely-naked,  adj.  entirely  naked,  E  1326. 

Berne,  .«.  trumpet,  HF.  1240  ;  p?.  B  4588. 

Ben,  Been,  v.  be,  i.  182 ;  ipr.pl.  are,  3.582  ; 
Ben,  2  xtr.pl.  B  122  ;  consist,  I  82  ;  Beth, 
pr.pl.  are,  F  648  ;  Be,  j)?\  s.  suhj.  exists,  it 
should  be,  4.  49  ;  Bo,  i  pr.  s.  siihj.  be,  am, 
D  1245  ;  Beth,  11112).  pi.  be,  C  683  ;  Been, 
PP-  3-  5io  ;  A  199  ;  Be,  i)p.  been,  E.  322  ; 
/  had  he,  I  should  have  been,  3.  222  ;  Be 
as  be  may,  be  it  as  it  may,  however  it 
be,  L.  1852  ;  Be  what  she  be,  be  she  who 
she  may,  T.  i.  679  ;  Lat  be,  let  alone,  D 
1289. 

Bench,  s.  bench,  T.  ii.  91  ;  table,  B  1548  ; 
bench  (law  court),  i.  159. 

Bend,  s.  band,  E.  1079. 

Bende,  v.  bend,  E.  1334  ;  turn,  T.  ii.  1250; 
Bente,  p<.  s.  bent,  H  264  ;  Bent,  jyj.  i. 
29  ;  arched,  A  3246. 

Bendinge,  «.  adorning  with  (hei-aldic) 
bends,  I  417.  A  bend,  in  heraldry,  is 
a  broad  diagonal  band  upon  a  shield. 

Bene,  a.  bean,  u.  29. 

Jieiiedicite,  Idess  ye  (the  Lord),  A  1785 ; 
(pronounced  ben'cite),  T.  L  780,  &c. 

Benisoun,  s.  benison,  blessing,  B  2288. 

Bent,  s.  grassy  sloi^o  ;  Bente,  dat.  A  1981. 

Berafte  ;  see  Bireve. 

Berd,  s.  beard,  A  270,  2173  ;  in  the  berd, 
face  to  face,  T.  iv.  41  ;  vmkc  a  berd,  de- 
ceive, A  4096 ;  ma/t'e  his  berd,  delude 
him,  D  361. 

Bere,  ».  bear,  L.  1214  ;  the  constellations 
Ursa  Major  and  Ursa  Minor,  HF.  1004. 

Bere,  s.  bier,  2.  105  ;  19.  5. 

Bere,  v.  bear,  carry,  B  3564  ;  transport, 
F  119;  confer  on,  L.  2135;  Bere  yow, 
conduct  yourself,  D  1108  ;  Beren  on 
honde,  accuse,  D  393  ;  Beren  him  on 
hond,  assure  him,  1)  232  (cf.  226) ;  Bei'eth 
liim,  conducts  himself,  behaves,  A  796  ; 


Bereth  hir,  comports  herself,  T.  ii  401  ; 
Berth  hir  on  hond,  bears  false  witness 
against  her,  B  620 ;  Bereth  him  on  hond, 
accuses  him,  I  505  ;  Sickly  berth,  take 
ill,  dislike,  E  625 ;  Bere,  j)r.  pi.  3.  894 ; 
Bere,  2  j)/.  s.  barest,  T  iv.  763  ;  Bar,  ])t.  a. 
bare,  carried,  A  105;  possessed,  D  997; 
2)t.  a.  reft,  conducted  himself,  T.  iii.  490 ; 
Bar  on  honde,  made  him  believe,  D  575  ; 
Bar  her  on  honde,  brought  against  her 
a  charge  which  ho  feigned  to  believe,  7. 
158  ;  Baren  us,  i  j><.  2>t.  conducted  our- 
selves, A  721  ;  Bai-en  me  on  hond,  bore 
false  witness  against  me,  B.  1.  p  4.  180; 
j)r.  a.  atdij.  may  pierce,  A  2256;  Ber, 
/»ij).  a.  cany,  D  1139;  Ber  aj-ein,  take 
back,  T.  ii.  1141  ;  Boren,  2^P-  born,  D 
1 153:  Bore,  jy>.  born. 

Bsre,  s.  head-sheet,  pillow-case,  3.  254. 

Berie,  a.  berry,  A  43O8. 

Eerie,  r.  bury,  C  884. 

Beringe,  s.  behaviour,  B  2022  ;  eai-riage, 
E  1604. 

Berke,  v.  bark;  Bi:>rken,j)j).  shrieked  (lit, 
barked),  B  i.  15  5.  i, 

Berm,  s.  barm,  i.  e.  yeast,  G-  813. 

Bern,  «.  bam,  B  3759. 

Beryle,  s.  beryl,  HF.  1184. 

Besaunt-wight,  s.  weight  of  abesant,  R. 
1 106.  {Beaant,  a  gold  coin  of  Byzan- 
tium.) 

Bespreynt :  scf  Bisprenge. 

Besdalitee,  a.    animal   condition.    T.    L 

Bet,  adj.  co»w.  better,  10.  47  ;  HF.  108. 
Bat,  adv.  better,  A  242  ;  (fo  bet,  go  faster, 

go  as  quickl.v  as  ix)ssible,  3.  131 ;  tlui  bet, 

the  better,  HF.  559  ;  bet  (uid  bet,  better 

and  better,  T.  iii.  714. 
Bete,  V.  remedy,  heal,  T.  i.  665;  amend, 

mend,  assist,  I  421  ;  kindle,  A  2233. 
B^te,  ger.  to  beat,  flap,  B  4512  ;  to  hammer 

oiit,  C  17;  Beet,  ji*«.  s.  adjoined  (lit.  beat), 

B.  129  ;  Beten,  2>p.  beaten,  B  1732  ;  asadj. 

beaten,  ornam.euted  ^^•ith  the  hammer, 

E.  837. 
Beth,  pr.  j>Z.  are,  B  2350 ;  iwjj.  pi,  be,  i. 

i.U- 
Batraising,  a.  betrayal,  L.  2460.     ' 
Bettre,  ailj.  better,  A  256 ;  b.  arm,  right 

arm,  T.  ii.  1650. 
Bever,  adj.  made  of  beaver,  A  272. 
Beye,  gei:  to  buj',  T.  v.  1843  ;  v.  B  1462. 

See  Bye. 
Bibbe,  v.  ;  jjp.  imbibed,  A  4162. 
Bible,  s.  bible,  A  438;  book,  HF.  1334. 
Bi-bledde,  2>P'  i''-  covered  with  blood,  A 

2002. 
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Bicched  bones,  s.  i>L  'lioe,  G  656. 
Bi-clappo.   gcr.  to  catch  (as  in  a  trap), 

0  .,. 

Bicome,  ger.  to  become,  D  1644  ;  Bicomth, 

l>r.  .«.  goes,  T.  ii.  705. 
Bidaffed,  i>i>.  befooled,  E  1191. 
Bidde,  r.  a.sk  {confused  u-ith  B<5tle,  »•.  com- 

nmiKl,   bill;    ger.    to   request,    L.  8.<S ; 

1  pr.  s.  pray,  T.  i.  1027  ;  Bit,  pr.  g.  bids, 
A  1X7;  Ba<l,  pt.  S.  prayed,  begged,  T.  iii. 
iJ4g  ;  bes<}nght,  T.  i.  112;  requested,  E 
373  ;  '  I'f-  *•  bade,  F  121J  ;  pt.  g.  ba<le, 
commanded,  D  108  ;  Beden,  pt.  pi.  bade, 
B  2i3»  ;  Bidde,  2U>-  conuiiaiided,  B  440 
(where  han  bidde  —  have  bidden) ;  Bede, 
pp.    bidden   (<ig   if  from  Bede),  3.   194  ; 

I  pt.  g.  subj.  -woivld  seek,  E.  791  ;  Bid, 
imp.  g.  pniy.  T.  iii.  342  :  bid,  3.  144  ;  Bid- 
deth,  imp.  pi.  pray.  T.  i.  36. 

Bidding,  s.  ie<iuest,  L.  817. 

Bidelve.  r. ;  Bidolven,  j>7'.  buried,  B  5.  p 

I.  5'- 
Biden,  ])p.  of  Byde. 
Bifallinge,   s.    coming    to    pass,    T.   iv. 

U)i8. 
Biforen,  la-ep.  before,  B  3553  :  in  front  of, 

U  (>So. 
Biforen,  adv.  in  the   front  part  (of  his 

head),  A  1376;  beforehand,  A  1148;   in 

front,  A  590 ;  in  a  good  position,  A  573  ; 

of  old  time,  F  551  ;-lirst,  E  446. 
Biforn,  prep,  before. 
Bigete,    v.  beget ;   Begat,  i)^  s.  L.   1562  : 

IJigeten,  j)^).  B  3138. 
Biginne,  v.  begin,  A  42  ;  Bigonue,  2  pi.  «. 

Ct  442  ;  Began,  2  j't.  s.  (fnl.te  form  fw 

Bigiuane),  L.  2230 ;  Bigan.  j^f-  »•  A  44  ; 

Bigonne,  2)t.  pi.  F  1015  :  Bigonne,  pp.  T. 

ii-  779- 

Bigoon,  pp.  ornamented,  K.  943  ;  tvel  v., 
well  contentid,  joyous,  meriy,  5.  171  ; 
fortunate,  T.  ii.  294  ;  u-el  bigo,  well  con- 
tent, E.  603 :  iro  b.,  distressed,  L.  1487, 
2407;  soruftdly  b..  distressed,  T.  i.  114; 
u-crg  Ik.  more  wretched.  T.  v.  1328. 

Bigyleres,  p/.  beguilers,  I  299. 

Bihalve,  g.  dat.  behalf,  T.  ii.  1458. 

Bihate,  v.  hate  ;  pp.  B  3.  m  4.  6. 

Biheste,  s.  promise,  B  37;  command,  T. 
ii.  359 ;  pi.  promises,  i.  e.  all  that  they 
profess  to  prove,  A.  pr.  26. 

Bihete,  i  pr.  s.  promise,  G  707  ;  2  pr.  s. 
dost  promise,  B  4.  p  2.  i ;  pr.  g.  promises, 
I  370.     See  Bihote. 

Bihetinge,  ^v.  promising.  B  2.  p  8.  16. 

Bihewe,  v.  ;  Behewe,  pp.  carved,  HF. 
1306. 

Bihighte,  pt,   $.    promised,   T.   v.    1204; 

B 


Bihighte,  pt.  pi.  T.  iii.  319  ;  Bihight,  pp. 
T.  V.  354.     Sue  Bihote. 
Biholde,  v.  behold,  A  2*93  ;  Behelde,  v. 
behold,  7.  80  ;  Behelde,  pt.  s.  gidij.  should 
see,  T.  ii  378 ;  Biholde,  piK  beheld,  Q- 

179- 
Bihote,  I  pr.  g.  promise,  A  1854  ;  Behette, 

pt.  n.  5.  43(). 
Bihove,  g.  d<if.  profit  (lit.  behoof),  R.  1092, 
Bihove,  v.  suit,  13.  5  ;  pr.  g.  (it;  behoves, 

T.  iv.  i<x>4  ;  pr.  pi   are  necessary,  I  83, 
Bihovely,  ndj.  helpful,  T.  ii.  261  ;  needful, 

I  107. 
Bi-Jape,  v.  ;  2>P-  jested  at,  tricked,  T.  /, 

Biker,  s.  quarrel,  L.  2661. 

Biknowe,  i".  acknowletlge,  B  88(') ;  Bikno- 
weth,  pr  g.  I  481  ;  Beknew,  }>t.  g.  con- 
fessed, L,  1058 ;  I  am  bi-knowen  =  I  ac- 
knowledge, B  3.  p  10.  88. 

Bilde,  ger.  to  build,  HF.  1133  ;  Bilt,  pr.  s. 
HF.  1 135;  Bilt,  pp.  I.  183.'  See  Bulde. 

Bilder,  «.  asadj.  builder,  used  for  building, 
5.  176. 

Bileve,  g.  faith,  L.  2109  ;  creed,  A  3456. 

Bileve  (i),  v.  believe  ;  imp.  pi.  G  1047. 

Bileve  (2),  v.  to  remain,  stay  behind,  F 

.S83. 
Biljnne,  v.  cease,  T.  iii.  1365. 
Bille,  s.  bill,  petition,  i.  59,  no;  letter,  E 

1937  ;  writ,  D  1586. 
Binde,    v.    bind,    enthral,   4.    249 ;    B.^^lt 

{for  Bint),  pr.  s.  binds,  4.  47,  48  ;  Bond, 

pt.  s.  bound,  fastened,  E.  241  ;  Bounden, 

j)p.  bound,  B  270  ;  bound  up,  D  681, 
Binding,  ,9.  constraint,  A  1304. 
Binime,    c.    take   away,    B   4.    p   3.   36  i 

Binemen,  pr.  2d.  B  3.  p  3.  65  ;  Bi-nomen, 

]q7.  taken  away,  B  3.  p  3.  69. 
Binne,  «.  bin,  chest,  A  593. 
Biquethe,  r.  bei(ueath,  L)  1121, 
Biraft,  -e  ;  see  Bireve. 
Bireine,  v.  ;  Bireyned,  2*P.  rained  upon, 

T.  iv.  1 1 72. 
Bireve.  v.  Ijereave,  B  3359  ;  restrain,  T.  i, 

6,S5  :  take  away,  6-482  ;  me  u:o  l)ereve,  rob 

me  of  woe,  6.  12  ;  Bireved,  p^  s.  bereft, 

D  2071  ;  Biralte,  p^  s.  B  83  ;  Biraft,  i)p, 

berelt,  T.  iv.  225  ;  A  1361. 
Birthe,  g.  birth,  B  192. 
I   Biscorued,  2Uf-  scorned,  I  278. 
;  Bisege,  v.  besiege ;  pr.  g.  L.  1902 ;  Bisegede, 
j      pt.jd.  T.  i.  149- 
Biseken,  v.  beseech,  pray,  B  2306,  2910; 

By-s^ke,  i'.  beseech,  T.  iv.  131  ;  Biseken, 
I  pr.  pi.  implore,  A  9>8  ;   Bisoughtest,  a 

})t.  8.  didst  beseech,  T.  v.  1734  ;  Bisoghte, 

pt.  s.  B  2164. 
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Biseniare,  *.    contemptuous  conduct,  A 

Bisette,  i:  ;  Besette,  v.  employ,  L.  1069 ; 
bestow,  ^^i.  77^;  Besette,  disposed  of,  L. 
2558  ;  used  up,  D  195J  :  bestowed,  A  3715  ; 
established,  A  3012  ;  fixed,  I  360  ;  Beset, 
jip.  bestowed,  T.  L  521. 

Biseye,  pp.  beseen  ;  tcel  h..  fair  to  see, 
good-looking,  K.  821  ;  well  provided,  3. 
829 ;  goodly  6.,  fair  to  see,  good  in  appear- 
ance, T.  ii.  1262  ;  yvel  6.,  ill-looking,  E 
965  ;  richehj  b.,  rich-looking,  splendid,  E 

984. 

Bishende,  v. ;  Beshende,  v.  bring  to  ruin, 
L.  26<)6. 

Bishitte,  v.  ;  Bighet,  pp.  shut  up,  T.  iii. 
602. 

Bishrewe,  i  p>:  s.  beshrew,  D  844. 

Bisie,  I',  reji.  take  pains,  B  3034  ;  Bisie  me, 
employ  myself,  G-  758;  pt.  p>l.  occupied 
themselves,  5.  192. 

Bisily,  adv.  diligently,  A.  ii.  38.  8  ;  com- 
pletely, T,  iii.  1153;  eagerly,  ¥  105 1  ; 
well,  2.  33. 

Bisinesse,  s.  bvisiness,  B  1415;  busy  en- 
deavour, A  1007,  G24  ;  diligence,  3.  1156  ; 
C  56  ;  industry,  G  5  ;  labour,  5.  86 ;  work, 
activity,  T.  i.  795;  trouble,  ado,  7.  99; 
careful  attention,  B  2979  ;  attentiveness, 
7.  250  ;  care,  A  520. 

Bi-smokede,  adj.  x>l.  dii-tied  with  smoke, 
B  I.  p  I.  31. 

Bismotered.  j>;>.  besmutted,  marked  with 
spots  of  rust,  &c.,  A  76. 

Bispet,  pp.  spit  upon,  I  276. 

Bisprenge,  v.  ;  Bespreynt,  pp.  sprinkled, 
bf'tlewed,  2.  10. 

Bistad,  pp.  bestead,  in  trouble,  E.  1227 ; 
hard  h.,  greatly  imperilled,  B  649. 

Bistryden,  v.;  Bistrood,  pt.  s.  bestrode, 
B  2093. 

Bisy,  Besy,  adj.  busy,  industrious,  B. 
.  1052 ;  active,  L.  103  ;  useful,  I  474 ; 
attentive,  F  509  ;  an.xious,  2.  2. 

Bisyde,  pnp.  beside  ;  ther  b.,  beside  that 
place,  3. 1316  ;  o/b.,  from  the  neighbour- 
hood of,  A  445;  b.  Am  leve,  without  his 
leave,  HF.  2105. 

Bisydes,  j>/y/).  ;  him  b.,  near  him,  A  402. 

Bisydes,  Besydes,  adc.  on  one  side,  G 
141''. 

Bit,  pr.  8.  of  Bidde. 

Bitake,  \pr.  s.  commend,  1 1043  ;  commit, 
E  161  ;  resign,  A  3750  ;  i  pr.  s.  deliver, 
entrust,  L.  2297  ;  Bitook,  pt.  s.  entrvisted, 
G-  541  ;  Bitaken,  pip.  B  3.  m  2.  47. 

Biteche,  i  pjr,  s.  commit  (to;,  consign  (to), 
B2114. 


Bithinke,    v.   imagine,    think  of,  T.  iii. 

i(K)4  ;  Bethinke,  r.  2.  107;  (ye*",  to  reflect, 

HF.   1 1 76;  Bithoughte,   1  pt.  s.  rcjt.  be- 
thought myself,  R,  521  ;  I  am  bithought, 

I  have  thought  (o^i  A  767;  Bithought, 
pp.  T.  ii.  225. 
Bitid.  Bitit ;  sec  Bityde. 
Bitook  ;  see  Bitake. 
Bitore,  .*.  bittern.  D  972. 
Bilraise,  Bitraisshe,  v.  betray ;  Bitray- 

seth,  2yr.  s.  C  92  ;  j>j).  betrayed,  T,  iv. 

1648  ;  I  269  ;  Bitraisshed,  E.    1648 ;  Bi- 

trasshed,  E.  1520. 
Bitrenden,  t-.  ;  Bi-trent,  j>>:  s.  encircles, 

goes  round,  T.  iv.  870  ;  twines  round,  T. 

iii.  1 23 1. 
'Bitwixen.  prep,  between,  A  880;  Betwixen, 

5.  148  ;  Bitwise,  A  277  ;  Bitwix,  L,  729. 
Bityde,  Bityden,  v.  happen,  T.  ii.  623  ; 

arrive,  B  3730  ;  pr.  s.  snbj.  E  306  ;  Bityde 

what  b.,  happen  what  may,  T.  v.  750  ; 

Bitit,  2>r.  s.  betides,  happens,  T.  ii.  48,  v. 

345:    Bitiilde,   J><.   S.   befell,   T.   v.   164 1  ; 

Bitid,  2)p.  T.  iii.  288  ;  Betid,  HF.  384. 
Bitydinge,  ■".  an  event,  B  5.  p  i.  37. 
Bitymes,  adv.  betimes,  soon,  G  1008. 
Biware,  v. ;  Biwared,  jyj.  spent,  expended, 

laid  out  (as  on  wares),  T.  i.  636. 
Biwepe,    ger.  to  bemoan,  T.  i.  763 ;   Bi- 

wopen,  pp.  bathed  in  tears,  T.  iv.  916. 
Biwreye,  v.  make  manifest,  reveal,  T.  iii. 

377  ;  Biwreyest,  2  p>r.  s.  revealest,  B  773 ; 

Biwreyd,  i)p>.  betrayed  (viz.  by  having 

your  words  revealed),  H  352. 
Bi-wreying,  s.  betraying,  B  2330. 
Bi--wTyen.  v.  disclose,  reveal,  T.  ii.  537  ; 

Bewrye,  betray,  5.  348.     (Wrongly  used 

for  Biwreye.) 
Blak.  adj.  black.  A  294  ;  Blake,  pJ.  A  557  ; 

Blakke,  def.  HF.  1801. 
Blak.  ,«.  black  clothing,  3.  445. 
Blake,  .9.  black  writing,  ink,  T.  ii.  1320. 
Blakeberied,    a,    a-blackberrying,    i.  e. 

a-wandering  at  wUl,  astray,  C  406. 
Blaked,  pp.  blackened,  rendered  black, 

B33-M. 
Blandishe,  jrr.  s.  subj.  fawn,  I  376. 
Blankmanger.  s.  a  compound  of  minced 

capon,  with  cream,  sugar,  and  flour,  A 

387.     Niimed  from  its  white  colour. 
Blasen,  ger.  to  blow,  HF.  1802. 
Blaspheme,  s.  blaspheming,  16.  15. 
Bla.sphemour,  s.  bhisphemer,  C  898. 
Blast,  s.  puff,  T.  ii.  1387. 
Blaste,  ger.  to  blow  a  trumpet,  HF.  1866. 
Blaunche,  adj.  fern,  white  (see  Fevere), 

T.  i.  ()i6. 
Blaundisshinge,    pret.   pt.   as  adj.   be- 
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•witching,  B  3.  m  u.  23  ;  Blaundissinge, 

flattering,  B  2.  p  i.  31. 
Bleche,  r.  ;  JW-  l)leiiched,  9.  45. 
Blede,   r.  bleed,  L.  2696  ;    Bleddc.  jit.  s. 

bled.  T.  ii.  950. 
Blemished.  j>j>.  injureil,  B  i.  p  4.  312. 
Bleude.  r.  blind,  T.  iv.  648 ;  i/er.  to  de- 
ceive, T.  iii.  207  ;    to  blind  lor  read  to- 

blende,   c.    blintl    utterly,  T.    ii.    14^ ; 

Blent,  pr.  #.  blinds,  5.  600 ;  Blente.  j>f.  k 
'blinded,  T.  v.   1194;  Blent,  2'P-   '5-   >8  ; 

deceived.  E  21 13. 
Blere,  c.  blear,  bedim  ;  Blere  hir  yg,  dim 

their  ej-e,  cajole  them,  A  4049  ;  pp.  de- 
ceived, G  730. 
Blering,  «.  dimming;  bl.  of  an  ye,  cajoling, 

A  38<,£. 
Blesse.  r.  bless;  Blesseth  hir,  j)?-.  s.  crosses 

lierself,  B  449. 
Bleve,  V.  remain,  T.  iv.   1484  :  remain  (at 

home '.  T.  iii.  62}^ ;  ger.  to  dwell,  T.  iv.  1357. 
Ble'w,  pt.  s.  r^  Bio  we. 
Ble'w.  adj.  blue,  A  564  ;  3.  340 ;  as  s.  blue 

clothing,  21.  7. 
Bleyne.  «.^lain,  blemish,  E.  553. 
Bleynte.  jj<.  s.  blenched,  started  back,  A 

1078  ;  turned  aside,  T.  iii.  1346.     I't.  s.  of 

Blenche,  r. 
Blinde.   r.  :    Blynde  with,   yer.  to   blind 

tlae  priest ;  with,  (r  1151. 
Blinne,  v.  leave  off,  cease,  G-  ii7f. 
Blisful,  adj.  happy,  9.  i  ;  conferring  bliss, 

I.   24  ;    blesseil,  3.  854  ;    merry,    E.  80 ; 

sainted,  A  17. 
Blisful.  adv.  joj-onsly,  5.  689. 
Blisfully.  adc.  happily.  A  12^6. 
Blisfulnesse,  s.  happiness,  B  2.  ji  4.  75. 
Blisse,   V.   bless,    E   553.     Perhaps    read 

blemse.  kesse.     Sec  Blesse. 
Blissed,  j>j).  happy,  9.  43. 
Bio.  adj.  blite,  smoke-coloured,  HP.  1647. 
Blody.  adj.  causing  bloodshed,  A  2512. 
Bloiidren ;  see  Blundre. 
Blood.  #.  lineage,  7.  65  ;  offspring,  E  6^2  ; 

kinswoman,  T.  ii.  594. 
Blosme.  s.  blossom,  A  3324. 
Blosme.  *•.  bli  ssom  ;   pr.  s.  E  1462  ;  j)j>. 

covered  with  blossoms,  R.  108. 
Blosmy,  adj.  blossoming,  T.  ii.  821  ;  full 

of  bltds,  5.  183. 

Bl0"we,  V.  blow.  A  565  ;  Blew.  pt.  ft.  3.  182  ; 
(it)  blew,  T.  iii.  678 ;  Blowen,  pj).  pro- 
claimed by  trumpets.  A  2241. 

Blundre,  r.  ;  j>r.  s.  runs  heedlessly,  G 
1414  ;  1  p.  pi.  pr.  Blondren,  we  become 
mazed,  G  670. 

Blythly,  adv.  gladly,  3.  749,  755. 

Blyve,  adv.  quickly,  soon,  L.  60;  as  hi., 


very  soon,  as  soon  as  possible,  T.  i.  9<'5 ; 

forthwith,  E.  706,  992  ;  also  bl.,  as  soon 

as  possible,  %.  iv.  174. 
Bobance,  «.  presumijtion,  boast,  D  569. 
Boce,  s.  protuberance  (boss;,  I  423. 
Boch,  0.  b<jtch,  pustule,  B  3.  p  4.  14. 
Bocher,  s.  butcher,  A  2025. 
Bocler,  s.  buckler,  A  3266. 
Boded  ',  s.  foreboding,  omen,  5.  343. 
Bode.",  s.  abiding,  ilelay.  7.  119. 
Bode,   V.   proclaim;   pr.  s.  heralds,  B  4. 

m  6.  17. 
Boden,  jyp.  o/Bede. 

Body,  «.  person,  F  1005  ;  principal  sub- 
ject,  E  42  ;  corpse,  3.   142  ;  B  1872  ;  my 

b.,  myself,  B  1185;  j>/.  metallic  bodies 

(metals),  answering  to  celestial  Vjodies 

(planets),  G  820,  825. 
Boef,  s.  beef,  E  14^0. 

Boes.  ^jr. «.  ( it )  behoves,  A  4026.  (Xorthern.) 
Boght,  Boghte  ;  see  Bye. 
Boist,  s.  box,  C  307;  J'/.  HF.  2129. 
Boistous.  adj.  rude,  plain,  H  211. 
Boistously,  adv.  loudly.  E  791. 
Bokel.  s.  buckle,  B.  10S6. 
Bokeler,  s.  buckler,  A  1 12.  A  small  round 

shield    usually   carried    \>y    a    handle 

at  the  back.     See  Bocler. 
Bokelinge.  pres.  pt.  buckling,  A  2503. 
Bokes.  pi.  books,  A  294. 
Boket.  ii.  bucket,  A  1533. 
Bolas.  j;i/.  bullace-plums,  buUaces,  E.  1377. 
Bolde,  V.  grow  bold,  5.  144. 
Bole,  s.  bull.  T.  iii.  723,  iv.  239. 
Bole  armoniak,  Armenian  clay,  G  790. 
Bolle,  *.  a  bowl,  G  1210. 
Bolt.  s.  crossbow-tolt,  A  3264. 
Bolt-upright,  on  (her)  back,  A  4266,  B 

1506. 
Borable,  r. ;  pr.  s.  booms  (as  a  bittem\ 

D  972. 
Bon,  adj.  good.  HF.  1022. 
Bond,  s.  bond,  obligation,  A  1604 ;  band, 

fetter,  T.  iii.  1766 ;  obligation  (compelling 

the  service  of  spirits\  F  131. 
Bonds.  ^<i.  bondman,  D  i6to,  I  149. 
Bonde-folk,  s.  pi.  bondmen,  I  754, 
Bonde-men,  s.  p>l.  bondmen.  I  752. 
Bone,  s.  petition,  boon,  prayer,  request, 

3.  129,  835. 
"Bood.pt.  s.  o/Byde. 
Boon,  s.  bone,  K.  J059  ;  ivoi^j-,  T.  ii.  926 ; 

Bunes,  pi.  bones,  A  546. 
Boor,   s.   boar,  A  2070 ;    Bores,  gen.  sing. 

boar"s,  B  2060  ;  Bores,  pi.  A  1658. 
B66st,  s.   loud  talk,  A  4001  ;    boast,  L. 

267 ;    pride,   B  3289 ;    boasting,  C  764 ; 
'       swelling,  G  441. 
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Boot,  s.  hoi\t,  T.  i.  416,  ii.  1,. 

Boot,  s.  help,  remedy,  T.  iii.  1J08. 

Boot,  J>^  «.  0/ Byte.  , 

Boras,  *.  borax,  A  630,  Cr  790. 

Bord,  s.  table,  A  52,  B  430 ;  jjlank,  3.  74  ; 
board,  i.e.  meals,  G  1017;  to  b.,  to 
board,  A  3188,  D  5-'8  ;  into  shippes  boni, 
on  boartl  tbe  ship,  A  3585  ;  vver-bord, 
overboard,  B  9J2. 

Bordels,  s.  pL  brothels,  I  885. 

Bordel-women,j>/.  women  of  the  brothel, 
I  t);(). 

Bordure,  s.  border,  raised  rim  on  the 
I'mnt  of  an  astrolabe,  A.  i.  4.  4. 

Bore.  s.  bore,  hole,  T.  iii.  1453. 

Bore.  Boren,  i>iJ.  o/Bere.' 

Borel,  s.  coarse  woollen  clothes,  D  ^$6  : 
Borel  men,  laymen,  B  3145.    See  Burel. 

Bores ;  see  Boor. 

Borken,  j>j).  o/Berke. 

Borne,  v.  ;  Borneth,  pr.  s  biirnishes, 
smoothes,  T.  i.  327. 

Borwe,  s.  pledge,  A  1622  ;  to  b.,  in  pledge, 
as  a  pledge,  T.  v.  1664  ;  leyd  to  b.,  laid 
in  pledge,  pawned,  T.  ii.  963  ;  to  b.,  for 
suretj%  4.  205 ;  Venus  here  to  b.,  Venus 
l)eing  your  pledge,  T.  ii.  1524. 

Borwe,  v.  borrow,  B  105. 

Bos,  s.  boss,  A  3266.    Sec  Boce. 

Bost,  s. ;  see  Boost. 

B6ste,  V.  boast ;  pr.  s.  D  1672. 

Bote,  s.  good,  benefit,  D  472 ;  remedy, 
profit,  3.  38  ;  advantage,  T.  i.  352  ;  heal- 
ing, T.  i.  763  ;  help,  T.  ii.  345  ;  healer, 
22.  45  ;  relief,  G  1481  ;  salvation,  B  1656  ; 
doth  b.,  gives  the  remedy  for,  5.  276 ; 
for  b.  ne  bale,  for  good  nor  for  ill,  3. 
227, 

Botel,  s.  bottle  (of  hay'),  H  14. 

Botelees,  adj.  without  remedy,  T.  i.  782. 

Boteler,  s.  butler,  HF.  592. 

Boterflye,  s.  butterfly,  B  3980. 

Botes,  pi.  boots,  A  203,  273. 

Bothe,  lx>th,  A  540  ;  your  bothies,  of  both 
of  you,  1.  83;  your  bother,  of  you  both, 
T.  iv.  i6,S. 

Botmelees,  adj.  bottomless,  unreal,  T.  v. 

i4<'. 
Bough,  s.  bough,  K.   1403  ;  Bowes,  2il.  R. 

Bought,  Boughte  ;  see  Bye. 
Bouk,  a.  trunk  of  the  body,  A  2746. 
Boun,  adj.  lucpared,  F  1503. 
Bouude,  8.  bound  ;   pi,  lx)unds,  limits, 

L.  546,  1673. 
Bountee,   ».    goodness,    kindness,    i.    9 ; 

good   deed,  I  393 ;    dclightfulness,    E. 

1444. 


Bountevous,  adj.  bountiful,  bounteous, 

T.  i.  S83  ;   Clio. 
Bour,  s.  bed-chnmber,  HF.  n86  ;  B  193* ; 

lady's  chamber,  K.  1014  ;  inner  room, 

B  4022. 
Bourde,  s.  jest,  H  81  :  j'l-  D  680. 
Bourde,  1  pr.  s.  jest,  C  778  ;  j)p.  5.  589. 
Box(i),  s.  box-tree,  A  2922;  boxwood,  L. 

866  ;  money-box,  A  4390 ;  box,  C  869. 
Box  (2),  8.  blow,  L.  1388. 
Boydekin,  s.  dagger,  A  3960.  ' 

Bracer,  s.  bracer,  a  guard  for  the  arm 

in  archery.  Am, 
Bragot,  .I.  a  beverage  made  of  honey  and 

ale,  A  3261. 
Braid,  s.  quick  movement  ;  at  a  b,,  in  a 

moment,  R.    1336;    Braytl,  a  start,   L. 

1 166. 
Brak,  pt.  s.  of  Breke. 
Brasil,  a.  dye  made  from,  a  certain  dye- 

woo<l,  B  4649. 
Brast,  Braste  :  see  Breste. 
Braun,  s.  muscle,  A  546 ;  brawn  (of  the 

boar),  F  1254. 
Braunche,  s.  branch,  T.  v.  844* 
Brayd,  Brayde  ;  see  Breyde. 
Brede(o,  s.  breadth,  E.  825,  1124  ;  space, 

T.    i.    179 ;    on    brede,     abroad,    T.    i. 

Brede  (2),  s.  roast  meat,  HF.  1222. 

Brede,  ger.  to  breed,  T.  iii.  1546 ;  grow, 
T.  v.  1027 ;  Breden,  t/er.  to  bree<l,  arise, 
L.  1 156  (cf.  Vergil,  .^n.  iv.  2) ;  Bred,  2^p- 
bred  up,  F  499. 

Breech,  s.  breeches,  B  2049,  C  948. 

Breeni,  s.  bream,  a  fish,  A  350. 

Breke,  v.  break,  A  551,  C  936;  br.  his 
day,  fail  to  pay  on  the  day,  G  1040; 
(/er.  to  interrupt,  B  2233  ;  Brak,  jtt.  s. 
3.  71  ;  Broke,  j>i'-  s.  subJ.-4.  242  ;  Breke, 
2  pr.pl.  subj.  break  off,  T.  v.  1032;  Breke, 
pt.  8.  8i(bJ.  would  break,  B  4578  ;  Broke, 
j>p.  broken,  A  3571  ;  Broken,  jyj.  ship- 
wrecked, L.  1487. 

Brekke,  s.  break,  flaw,  defect,  3.  940. 

Bremble-flour,  «.  flower  of  the  bramble, 
B  1936. 

Breme,  adj.  furious,  T.  iv.  184. 

Breme,  adv.  furiously,  A  1699. 

Breu,  g.  bran,  A  4053. 

Brenne,  v.  burn,  17.  18;  to  be  burnt, 
T.  i.  91  ;  Brinne,  f/er.  to  burn,  D  52  ; 
Brendest,  2  pt.  s,  didst  burn,  A  2384  ; 
Brende,  pt.  s.  1.  90;  was  burnt,  HF. 
163  ;  was  set  on  fire,  HF.  537 ;  Brenned, 
pt.  8.  was  inflamed  with  anger,  E,  297 ; 
Brende,  p>t.  pi.  caught  fire,  HF.  954; 
Brente,  2^^  i^J.  L.  7ii  '•  Brent,  j>j>.  7.  1155 
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Brend,   jfp.  B  4555 ;    as  adj.  bright,  R. 

IltX). 

Brenuing.  a  Vmming,  4.  nj  ;  greed  of 
gold,  K.  188. 

Brenningly,  adv.  ardently,  T.  i.  607 ;  fer- 
vently, A  1564. 

Brere,  s.  briar,  K.  858  ;  Breres,  j>i.  under- 
wood, A  i5j(J. 

Brest,  n.  breast,  A  115,  lu. 

Brest-boon.  s.  breast-bone,  A  2710. 

Breste,  i:  burst,  T.  v.  1008:  afflict,  T. 
iii.  1434;  break,  D  1103;  Brest,  j>r.  a. 
bursts,  A  2610 ;  breaks,  T.  i.  258  ;  Brast, 
pt.  8.  burst  out,  T.  V.  io;8 ;  biirst,  L. 
1033  ;  broke,  3.  11 93  ;  Brast,  j><.  «.  burst 
(^or  read  braste  «=  would  biirst),  T.  v. 
180;  Braste,  pt.  pi.  burst,  T.  ii.  326; 
Broste,  j>f-  P^-  B  671,  C  234  ;  Brosten, 
pt.  pi.  4.  96  ;  Braste,  pt.  s.  siihj.  would 
burst,  T.  ii.  1108;  Brosten,  jy>.  bui-st, 
T.  ii.  976  ;  broken,  L.  1300. 

Bresting,  *.  bursting,  F  973. 

Bretful.  adj.  brimful,  A  (187,  2164. 

Bretherhed,  s.  brotherhood,  religious 
order,  A  511. 

Brew.  pt.  s.  contrived,  B  3575. 

Breyde,  ner.  to  start,  T.  iv.  230,  348 ;  v. 
awake,  F  477  ;  Breyde,  i  j)r.  s.  start,  T. 
V,  1262  ;  Breyde,  1  pt.  $.  awolie,  D  799 ; 
Brej'de,  pt.  s.  started,  T.  v.  1243  ;  went 
(out  of  his  wits),  B  3728  ;  drew,  B  837  : 
Brayde,  ])t.  s.  took  hastily,  HF.  1678  ; 
Brayd,  pj),  started,  gone  suddenly,  7. 
124. 

Brid,  g.  bird,  HF.  1003  ;  young  of  birds, 
5.  192. 

Brige,  s.  contention,  B  2873.     F.  hrigue. 

Brigge.  «.  bridge,  A  3922. 

Bright.  aiJj.  fair.  K.  1009. 

Brighte,  <idj.  as  s.  brightness  (after  for\ 
T.  ii.  864. 

Brike.  #.  a  trap,  snare,  '  fix,'  dilemma, 
B  3580. 

Briuge.  c.  bring;  Bringes,  2  pr.  s.  bring- 
est,  HF.  1908  (a  Northern  form);  Bi"Oght- 
en,  pit.  i>l.  B  2590  ;  made  hroght,  cavised 
to  be  brought,  HF.  155. 

Brinne,  ger.  to  burn,  D  $1.    See  Brenne. 

Brocage,  s.  mediation,  A  3375. 

Broche,  s.  brooch,  R.  1193  ;  small  orna- 
ment, bracelet,  4.  245. 

Brode,  ndv.  broatlly.  plainly,  A  739 ;  far 
and  wide,  HF.  1683  ;  wide  awake,  G 
1420. 

Brodere,  adj.  larger,  A.  ii.  38.  i. 

Brok,  i.  e.  Badger,  a  horse's  name,  D 
■543- 

Brokeu  ;  see  Harm.     And  see  Breke. 


Brokkinge,  pres.  pt.  using  a  quavering 
voice,  A  3377. 

Bromes,  j>/.  broom  (bushes  so  called  \ 
HF.  1226. 

Brond,  s.  torch,  L.  32-{2  ;  firebrand,  B 
3224 ;  Bronde,  dat.  jjiece  of  burning 
wotxl,  B  2095. 

Brood,  adj.  broad,  A  155,  471 ;  thick. 
large,  F  82 ;  Brode,  p>l-  I^-  939 !  ex- 
panded, R.  1681. 

Broste,  -en  ;  see  Breste. 

Brotel,  adj.  brittle,  frail,  T.  iii.  820 ; 
fickle,  L.  1885  ;  unsafe,  insecure,  E  1279  ; 
transitory,  E  2061  ;  Brutol,  B  2.  p  5.  6. 

Brotelnesse,  s.  frailtj-,  T.  v.  1832  ;  inse- 
curity, E  1279;  fickleness,  10.  63. 

Brotherhede,  «.  brotlierhood,  D  1399. 

Brouded,  pp.   embroidered,    A  3238,    B 

Brouke,  v.  enjoy,  use,  B  4490 ;  keep.  E 
2308 ;  I  pr.  s.  sulij.  (<n)tative),  may  have 
the  use  of,  HF.  273  ;  Brouken,  pjr.  "jj?. 
suhj.  Urpt.),  may  (they)  profit  by,  L,  194. 

Browding,  s.  embroidery,  A  2498. 

Broyded,  pp.  braided,  A  1049. 

Brutal ;  see  Brotel. 

Brybe,  v.  steal,   filch.  A  4417  ;    rob.   D 

Bryberyes,  pi.  ways  of  robbing,  D  1367 
Brydale,  s.  wedding,  A  4375. 
Brydel,  s.  bridle,  7.  184. 
Brydeleth,  pr.  s.  controls,  4.  41. 
Buffet,  .9.  blow  ;  Buff'ettes,  pi.  I  258. 
Bugle-horn,  s.  drinking-horn  made  from 

the  '  bugle  '  or  ox,  F  1253. 
Buk,    s.    buck,   5.    195 ;    Bukke,  B    1946 ; 

Bukkes,  gen.  buck's,  A  3387. 
Bulde,   i\  buOd ;    BiUte,  x>t.  s.  built,  A 

Bulla,  .<.  papal  bull,  C  909. 

Bulta,  pt.  s.  (if  Bulde. 

Bulte,  i\  boult,  sift,  B  4430. 

Burdoun,*.  burden  of  a  song,  bass-accom- 
paniment, A  673. 

Burel,  adj.  rough,  iinlettered,  F  716  :  lay 
(people),  D  1872,  1S74.  The  idea  is  that 
of  a  man  dressed  in  hurel,  or  coarse 
woollen  cloth.     See  Borel. 

Burials,  s.  pi.  burial-places,  i.  e.  the 
catacombs,  G  186. 

Burne,  v.  burnish  ;  j>j).  A  1983  ;  polished, 
HF.  13S7  ;  lustrous,  C  38.     See  Borne. 

Burnet,  adj.  made  of  coarse  brown  cloth, 
R.  226. 

Busk,  s.  bush,  R.  54  ;  2jI.  A  1579. 

But,  co)ij.  except,  unless,  2.  82  ;  3.  117. 

But,  as  ,?.  an  exception,  a  '  but,'  I  494. 

But  and,  but  if,  L.  1790. 
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But-if,  coiij.  unless,  E.  25<i. 

Buxom,  adj.  yielding,  6.   125  ;   obedient, 

B  I. -87. 
Buxomly,  ff(7c.  obediently,  E  186. 
Buxumnesse,  ,1.  submission,  13.  15. 
By,  prep,  by,  A  25,  &c.  ;  as  regards,  with 

respect    to,    concerning,   6.    126 ;    with 

reference  to,  5.  4  ;  for,  on  account  of, 

1{.  844  ;  6.V  proces,  in  process,  B  2665  ; 

hy  me,  beside  me  {with  accent  on  by),  T. 

ii.  991 ;  hy  the  m&nce,  in  the  morning, 

L.  40. 
By,  adv.  beside ;  faste  by,  close  at  hand, 

R.  .274. 
By  and  by,  adr.  one  after  another,  in 

due  order,  in  duo  place,  L.  304,  A  ion. 
Byde.  v.  wait,  T.  i.  1067 ;  A  1576 ;  Bood, 

])t.  s.  waited,  T.  v.  29 ;  Biden,  pp.  stayed, 

E  1888. 
Bye,  ?•.  buy,  pay  for  (it),  D  167  ;  r/o  hy,  let   ; 

lis  go  to  buy.  G  1294  ;  Bye,  j;r.  j)7.  siih/'. 

•18.  26  ;    Boghte,  jH.  s.  bought,   A  2088  ; 

redeemed,  E  ii^^;  h.  aqayn,  redeemed, 

Byhight,  pp.  promised,  T.  v.  1104. 

Bying,  «.  buying,  A  s(>9- 

By-japed,  j>j>.  tricked,  made  a  jest  of,  T. 

V.  iiig. 
Bynt  him,  binds  himself,   4.  47 ;    Bjoit 

her,  4.  48. 
By-path,  s.  by-way,  T.  iii.  1705. 
Byrde,  s.  maiden,  lady,  E.  1014. 
By-seke,  v.  beseech,  T.  iv.  131. 
Byte,  r.  bite,  T.  iii.  737 ;    cut  deepl.v,  F 

15S ;    bum,  A  631  ;    Boot,  pt.  s.   bit,   B 

3791  ;  Biten,  pp.  bitten,  L.  2318. 
Bytinge,  s.  wound,  B  3.  m  7.  7. 
By-word.  s.  proverb,  T.  iv.  769. 
By-wreye,  v.  reveal,  T.  iii.  367. 


Caas,  s.  circumstance,  I  105 ;    sefte  caas 

=  suppose,  A.  ii.  42.  24  ;  Caas,  x>l.  cases 

of  law,  A  323. 
Cacche,  v.  catch,  G  u;   lay  hold  of,  3. 

969  ;  come  by,  HF.  404  ;  Caughte,  pt.  s. 

took,  conceived,  E  619;    took,  A  498; 

pulled,  L.  1854  ;  Caught,  2>P-  obtained, 

E  1 1 10 ;  taken,  F  740. 
Caitif,  o<lj.  captive,  miserable,  wjretched, 

A  1552. 
Caitif,  8.  wretch,   E.  340;  j/J.   captives, 

A  9J4. 
Cake,  8.  a  round  and  rather  flat  loaf  of 

l>read  (in  the  shape  of  a  large   bitn), 

A  668,  4094,  C  322. 
Cvlcening,  «,  calcination,  G  771. 


Calciuacioun,  .«.  calcination,  Cf  804. 
Calcule,  V.  calculate  ;  Caleuled,  pt.  s.  F. 

1284. 
Calculer,  n.  the  calculator  or  pointer,  A 

i.  23.  2.     See  Almury. 
Calculinge,  s.  calculation,  T.  i.  71. 
Calendes,  pi.  kalends,  introduction  to 

a  new  time,  T.  ii.  7. 
Calle,   *.    caul,    a   net    used  to    confine 

women's  hair,   A.  i.  19.  4  ;   headdress, 

D  1018  ;  to  '  make  a  hood  above  a  cauL' 

=  to  l)efool,  T.  iii.  775. 
Camaille,  s.  a  camel,  E  1 196. 
Camuse,  adj.  low  and  concave,  A  3934, 

Can,  I  pr.  ,9.  know,  L.  1987  ;  know  how. 
am  able,  E  304,  F  4  ;  can,  B  42  ;  under- 
stand, F  1266;  am  able  to  say,  5.  14; 
pr.  s.  knows,  3.  673  ;  has,  E  2245  ;  knows 
(of),  A  17S0;  has  skill,  T.  ii.  1197;  can 
on,  has  knowledge  of,  F  786;  can  hir 
good,  knows  her  own  advantage,  D  231  ■. 
can  ihaiik,  owes  (them)  thanks,  A  1818  ; 
2  2"'.  pi.  know,  B  1 169. 

Canel-boon,  s.  col'.ar-bone  (lit.  channel- 
bone,  ■with  reference  to  the  depression 
in   the  neck   behind  the  collar-bone), 

?•■  943- 
Canelle,  s.  cinnamon,  K.  1370. 
Cankedort,  s.  state  of  suspense,  critical 

position,  T.  if.  1752. 
Canon,  s.  the  '  Canon,'  the  title  of  a  book 

by  Avicenna,  C  890 ;  rule,  explanation, 

A.  pr.  105. 
Canstow,  2  p.  s.  pr.  knowest  thou,  A.  pr. 

20  ;  canst  thou,  T.  iv.  460. 
Cantel,  s.  portion,  A  3008. 
Cape,  ;ier.    gape   after,    T.   v.    1133.     See 

Gape. 
Capel,  8.  horse,  nag,  H  64  ;  cart-horse, 

D  21S0. 
Cappe,    s.  cap,  A   586 ;    set  the  xm-ightes 

cax)pe,  i.  e.  made  a  fool  of  him,  A  3143. 
Carboucle,  s.  carbuncle-stone,  E.  1120. 
Cardiacle,  -i.  ])ain  about  the  heart,  C  313. 
Care,  s.  anxiety,  sorrow,  grief,  trouble,  7. 

6i  :  T.  i.  505,  587 ;    ill-luck,   5.  363  ;  j>;. 

miseries,  T.  i.  264. 
Care,  v.  feel  anxietj-,  E  1212  ;    Care  thee, 

imp.  8.  be  anxious,  A  32(^8. 
Careful,  adj.  full  of  trouble,  6.  44,  133  ; 

Sorrowful,  A  1565. 
Careyne,  *.  corjise,  carcase,  5.  177. 
Carf,  cut ;  see  Kerve. 
Cariage,  s.  a  carrying  away  ;  upon  c,  in 

the  way  of  carrying  anything  away, 

i.e.   that  I  can   carry  away,    D    1570; 

Cariages,  8.  id.  tolls  due  from  the  tenant 
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to  his  feudal  lord  imposed  by  authority, 

I  75^. 
Carl,  8.  man,  A  3469;  rustic,  countryman, 

A  545- 

Carole,  s.  a  dance  accompanied  with 
singing,  K.  744,  781,  7g.v 

Carole,  v.  dunce  round  singing,  3.  849  ; 
l>p.  danced,  R.  810. 

Carpe.  r.  talk,  discourse,  A  474. 

Carrik,  s.  barge,  D  1688. 

Cart,  s.  chariot,  HF.  943. 

Cartere.  .<».  charioteer,  B  5.  p  4.  icxs. 

Cart-hors,  pi.  chariot-horses,  HF.  944. 

Cas,  s.  accident,  chance,  HF.  254,  1052  ; 
affair,  L.  409  ;  occasion,  B  36 ;  adven- 
ture, L.  1630 ;  mischance,  L.  1056 ;  in 
ens  that,  in  case,  A.  ii.  3.  2  ;  upon  cas,  by 
chance,  A  36^)1  ;  in  cas  if  that,  in  case 
that,  T.  ii.  758 ;  in  no  maner  ens,  in  no 
way,  D  1831  ;  set  a  eas,  suppose  tliat,  T. 
ii.  729 ;  to  deyfn  in  the  eas,  thoiigh 
death  were  the  result,  E  859. 

Cast,  8.  occasion,  tiirn,  B  3477 ;  contri- 
vance, phiu,  HF.  1178. 

Caste,  V.  cast  (accounts),  B  1406 ;  Casten, 
r.  throw,  T.  ii.  513;  c.  with  a  spere, 
throw  with  a  spear,  HF.  1048  ;  fling, 
A  3330;  contrive,  HF.  1170;  Caste,  i 
j>/".  s.  conjecture,  A  2172  ;  Casteth,  j>r.  s. 
casts  about,  I  O92  ;  considers,  G  1414; 
applies,  B  2781  ;  refl.  devotes  himself, 
G  738  ;  Cast,  j>r.  s.  casts,  E.  1574  ;  Caste, 
I  pt.  s.  threw,  5.  172  ;  Casten,  j*;?.  thrown, 
B  1796;  Cast,  2'P-  overthrown,  T.  ii. 
1389  ;  contrived,  B  3891  ;  c.  bi/om,  pre- 
meditated, I  543. 

Castelled,  adj.  castellated,  I  445. 

Castel-yate,  castle-gate,  HF.  1294. 

Catapuce,  s.  caiier-spurge  (Euphorbia 
Lathy ris),  B  4155. 

Catel,  s.  property,  wealth,  possessions, 
gfKxls,  A  373,  540. 

Cause,  s.  cause,  i.  26;  A  419;  reason,  T. 
'^'-  .^-'7  >  pl^^a,  2.  46  ;  Caiise  eausinge, 
first  cause,  T.  iv.  829  ;  by  the  e.  that, 
because,  A  2488 ;  by  that  c.,  because, 
T.  iv.  99  ;  Cause  why,  tlie  reason  why, 
T.   iii.   795  ;    the  reason  for  it  (was),  A 

4'44- 
Causeles,  adc.  without  cause,  F^25. 
Cave,  s.  cave,  HF.  70  ;  iised  to  translate 

the  astrological  term  "  puteus,'  4.  119. 
Cavillacioun,  s.  cavilling,  D  2136. 
Celebrable,  adj.  celebrated,  B  4.  m  7.  30. 
Celerer,  s.  keeper  of  a  cellar,  B  3126. 
Cslle,  s.  cell,  A  172,  1376. 
Cantavire,  s.  centaury,  Centaurea  nigra, 

B4153. 


Centre,  s.  a  point  on  a  rete  representing 

11  star,  A  i.  21.  12. 
Ceptre,  s.  sceptre,  B  3334,  3563. 
Carole,  s.  HF.  791  ;  sphere,  16.  9. 
Cerclen,  ger.  to  encircle,  T.  iiL  1767  ;  pr.s. 

IJ.    U>\(). 

Cered,  pp.  as  adj.  waxed,  G  808. 

Cerial,  adj.  ])elonging  to  a  species  of 
oak,  the  Quercus  eerris,  A  2290. 

Ceriously,  adv.  minutel.v,  with  full 
details,  B  185.  Ducunge  lias  '  Seriose, 
fuse,  minutatim,  articulatim.'  From 
Lat.  series,  order. 

Certein,  adj.  sure  ;  Certeins,  pi.  certain, 
B  5.  p  5.  1 15  :  c.  gold,  a  stated  sum  of 
money,  B  242  ;  c.  tresor,  a  quantity  of 
treasure,  B  442 :  c.  yercs,  a  certain 
numlx-r  of  years,  B  3367 ;  Certeyn,  a 
certain  sum,  a  fixed  quantity,  G.  770. 

Certein,  adv.  certainly, indeed, assuredly, 

A  375- 

Certes,  adr.  certain^-,  R.  374,  439. 

Csruce,  s.  white  lead,  A  6^0. 

C3se,  r.  cause  to  cease,  T.  i.  445  ;  put  an 
end  to,  4.  II.     See  Cesse. 

Cesse,  r.  cease,  B  1066  ;  c.  cause,  wh^n 
the  cause  ceases,  T.  ii.  483 ;  c.  tcind,  when 
the  wind  ceases,  T.  ii.  1388. 

Cete'wale,  .«.  setwall,  i.e.  zedoarj-,  A  3207, 
B  1951.  O.F.  eitoal.  A  nicdieinal  sub- 
stance obtained  in  the  East  Indies, 
having  a  fragrant  smell,  and  a  warm, 
bitter,  aromatic  taste,  used  in  medicine 
as  a  stiuuilant.  (The  name  setwall  was 
also  given  to  valerian.) 

Caynt,  s.  cincture,  girdle,  A  ^33,5. 

Chaffare,  s.  barg.aining,  I  851  ;  traffic, 
G  142 1  ;  trade,  A  4389  ;  merchandise, 
ware,  B  147^,  D  521 ;  matter,  subject, 
E  2438. 

Chaffare,  ger.  to  trade,  barter,  deal, 
traltic,  B  139. 

Chaires,  s.  pi.  thrones,  B  4.  m  2.  6. 

Chalange,  v.  ;  pr.s.  1  p.  claim,  F  1.^24; 
Chalaungcd,  pf.  s.  arrogivted,  B  2.  p6.  36. 

Chalauging,  s.  false  claim,  accusation, 
C  2^,4. 

Chalaundre,  s.  a  species  of  lark  {Alauda 
ciilandru),  R.  914;  pi.  E.  663. 

Chalice,  s.  cup,  I  879. 

Chalk-stoon,  s.  a  piece  of  chalk,  G  1207. 

Chalons,  pi.  blankets  or  coverlets  for 
a  bod,  A  4140.     Cf.  E.  shalloon. 

Chamberero,  s.  maidservant,  lady's  maid, 
1)  30). 

Chambre-roof,  roof  of  my  room,  3.  299. 

Champartye,  s.  equality,  participation 
iu  power,  A  1949.     F.  champ  parti. 
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Chanon,  .«.  canon,  G  573. 
Chapeleine,  «.  chaplain,  A  164. 
Chapelet,  s.  fillet,  circlet  for  the  head, 

chn^ilct,  K.  ,sf'3,  S45,  908, 
Chapitre,  s.  chapter,  1)  1945. 
Chapman,  s.  trader,  merchant,  A  397  ; 

Chapmen,  J)?.  B  135. 
Chapmanhede,  s.  bargaining,  B    1428 ; 

trade,  B  143. 
Char,  8.  chariot,  7.  24,  39,  40. 
Charbocle,  s.  carbuncle  (aprecious stone), 

B  2061. 
Charge,  s.  load,  burden,  R.  1352  ;  respon- 
sibility, 5.  507  ;  consideration,  A  1284  ; 

importance,  3.  894  ;    care,   A  733  ;  par- 
ticular note,   D   321  ;    a   heavy   thing, 

HF.  746 ;  weight,  L.  620 ;  consequence, 

L.  2383  ;    of  that   no   ch.,    for   that   no 

matter,  it  is  of  no  importance,  G  749. 
Charge,  v.  load,  L.  2151  ;    command,  L. 

49,'  ;  J'i'-   burdened,    I   92  ;    bidden,    L 

940. 
Chargeant,  adj.  burdensome,  B  2433. 
Char-hors,  j^l.  chariot-horses,  T.  v.  1018. 
Charitable,  aclj.  loving,  L.  444  ;  kind,  A 

14.V 
Charitee,  s.  charity,  love,  T.   i.  49 ;  for 

seinte  ch.,  i.  e.  either  (i)  for  holy  charity ; 

07-  (2)  for  the  Sfike   of  St.   Charity,   A 

1721,  B  4510,  D  2119. 
Charmeresses,    fern.    pJ.   workers   with 

charms,  HF.  1261. 
Chaste,    v.    to  chasten ;    jip.  taught,  F 

491.     O.  F.  chastier.     See  Chastyse. 
Chasteyn,    $.    chestnut,    A    2922.      See 

Chesteynes. 
Chastisinge,  s.  chastening,  i.  129. 
Chastyse,  r.  to  rebuke,  restrain,  B  3695  ; 

chasten,  i.  39.     See  Chaste. 
Chaunce,  s.  chance,  A  1752  ;    incident, 

3.   1285;  destiny,  3.   1113;   luck,  G  593; 

'  chance,'  a  technical  term  in  the  game 

of  hazard,  C  653. 
Chaungiiig,  s.  change,  21.  17. 
Chaunteth,  p):  s.  sings,  A  3367,  E  1850. 
Chaunte-pleure,  title  of  a  song  tipon 

grief  following  joy,  7.  320. 
Chaunterie,  s.  an   endowment  for  the 

pa.-vment    of   a  priest    to    sing    mass, 

agreeably  to  the   appointment  of  the 

founder,  A  510. 
Chayer,  a.  chair,  B  3803  ;  throne,  B  i. 

m  5.  3. 
Cheef,  adj.  chief,  3.  910,  911. 
Cheef,  s.  chief,  head,  L.  aux). 
Cheek,  s.  check,  i.  e.  cheekbone,  B  3228. 
Cheep,  s.  market,  price ;  to  greet  cheep, 

too  cheap,  D  523 ;    as   good    cJiep,  as 


cheaply,  T.  iii.  641 ;  a  time  of  cheapness. 

HF.  .974. 
Chees  ;  see  Chese. 

Cheeste,  ,*.•.  wrangling,  I  ^^6.     A.  S.  ceast, 
Chek,  s.  ".f  int.  check  (at  chess),  3.  659, 
Chekkere,  .«.  chess-board,  3.  660. 
Chekmat,  checkmate,  T.  ii.  754. 
Chelaundre,  11.  81 ;  see  Chalaundre. 
Chep,  -e  ;  see  Cheep. 
Chepe,  ger.  to  bargain  (with  her),  D  268. 
Chere,  s.  face,  countenance,  T.  i.  14  ;  look, 

mien,  R.   1014  ;  entertainment,  A  747  ; 

favour,  7.  108  ;  appearance,  19.  4  ;  be- 
haviour, A  139  ;  look,  glance,   sign,  T. 

i.    312;    good   cheer,   mirth,    A    4363; 

kindly  greeting,  4.   146  ;  show,  B  2377  ; 

kindly   expression,    E    11 12;    doth   him 

chere,  makes  him  good  cheer,  L.  2452  ; 

be  of  good  ch.,  be  of  good  cheer,  T   i. 

879;    soi'ij  ch.,   mournful  look,   I)   588; 

Cheres,  jj?.  faces,  R.  813  ;    looks,  T.  iL 

1507. 
Cherl,   s.  cluirl,  lioor,   fellow,  5.  596 ;   L. 

136;  slave,  I  463;  man  (in  the  moon), 

T.  i.  1024  ;  jA.  violent  men,  fierce  men, 

R.  880. 
Chertee,  s.  affection,  B  1526. 
Cherubinnes,  gen.  cherub's,  A  624. 
Cheryse,  pi.  cherries,  E.  1376. 
Ches,  s.  chess,  3.  619,  652,  664. 
Chese,  v.  choose,  5.  390,  400  ;  Clieest,  p>)'. 

s.  chooseth.  5.  623 ;  Chees,  i  2'>t-  f.  chose, 

3.  791  ;  Chees,  i>(. .«.  chose,  B  3706  ;  Chees, 
/mj>.  s.  choose,  L.  1449 !  Cheseth,  imjJ. 
J)?.  D  1232  :  Chose,  jip.  chosen,  3.  1004. 

Chesinge.  *.  choosing,  choice,  B  2305,  E 

162. 
Cheste,  .«.  chest,  casket,  T.  v.  1368 ;  box, 

trunk,  L.  510  ;  coffin.  D  502. 
Chesteynes,  j[j?.  chestnuts,  R.  1375. 
Chevauchee  ;  see  Chivachee. 
Cheve,  v.  ;    in  pihr.  yvel  mote  he  cheve 

=  ill  may  he  end,  or  ill  may  he  tlirive, 

G  1225. 
Chevesaile,    .'>.   (ornamented)    collar   or 

neckband  of  a  gown,  R.  1082. 
Chevisaunce,    s.    borrowing,    L.    2434 ; 

agreement  to  borrow,  B  1519  ;  dealing 

lor  profit,  A  282. 
Chevise,  r.  reft,  accomplish  (her)  desire, 

4.  289.     O.  F.  chevir. 
Chideresse,  s.  a  scold,  R.  150. 
Chieftayn,  s.  captain,  A  2555. 
Chiertee,   s.    fondness,  D  396 ;    love,  F 

881. 
Chike,  s.  chicken,  R.  541. 
Chiknes,  j»?.  chickens,  A  380. 
Child,  s.  young  man,  A  3325 ;    Childes 
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ple.v,  child's  pl.ay,  E  1530 ;  Childe,  with, 

with  child,  L.  i\2_\. 
Childhede,  s.  childhood,  R.  399. 
Childly,  adj.  childlike,  3.  i(X)5. 
Chilindre,  .v.  cylinder,  portaijle  sun-dial, 

Chimbe,  s.  rim  of  the  barrel,  A  3895. 
Chimbe,  r.  chime  (as  a  bell),  A  3896. 
Chimenee,  .1.  fireplace,  A  3776. 
Chinche,  ».  nipgrard,  miser,  B  2793,  2800. 
Chincherye,    ,1.    niggardliaess,    miserli- 
ness, B  2790. 
Chirche,  s.  church,  A  708,  2760. 
Cliirche-hawe,   s.   churchyard,    I    964  ; 

pi.  1  So  I. 
Chirche-reves,      pi.      church  -  officers, 

churchwardens,  D  1306. 
Chirketh,  p>r.  s.  chirps,  D  1804  ;  j)res.  pt. 

rustling,  B  i.  m  6.  10. 
Chirking,   s.    creaking,    grating   noises, 

A  2004, 1 605 ;  Chirkinges,  pi.  shriekings, 

cries,  HF.  1943. 
Chisels,  s.  scissors,  I  418. 
Chit,  chides  ;  pr.  s.  of  Chyde. 
Chitsren,  v.  chatter,  prattle,  G  1397. 
Chiteringe,  ^'(.   chattering,   chirping,    T. 

ii.  OS. 
Chivachee,  s.  feat  of  horsemanship,  H 

50;  Chevauchee,  swift  course  flit,  ride), 

4.  144.   O.F.  chevuuchee,  an  expedition  on 

horseback. 
Chivachye,  s.  a  militarj-  expedition,  A 

«5. 

Chivalrye,  s.  knighthood,  the  accom- 
plishments of  a  knight,  A  45 ;  knightly 
conduct,  valour.  It.  I J07  ;  L.  608  ;  troops 
of  horse,  cavalry,  company  of  knights, 
A  878.  s^ 

Chogh,  s.  chough,  5.  345. 

Choppen,  v.  strike  downwards,  knock, 
HF.  1824. 

Chose,  7)p.  o^Chese. 

Chuk,    s.    cluck,    '  chucking '    noise,    B 

43<>4- 
Chukketh,  pr.  s.  clucks,  B  4372. 
Chyde,  r.  chide,  T.  iii.  1433  ;  complain. 

F  6.S0 ;  reproach,  T.  v.  io(>3  ;  Chit,  pr.  s. 

chides,  scolds,  G  921  ;  Chidde,  i  pt.  3. 

chi<l,  D  223. 
Chydester,  s.  (fem.alet  scold,  K  1535. 
Chydinges,  pi.  scoldings,  HF.  ioj8. 
Chyning,    adj.    gaping,    yawning,    B    i. 

p  ().  41.     A.  S.  clnttn.  to  gape  open. 
Ciclatoun,  s.  a  costly  kind  of  thin  cloth, 

B  i()24. 
Ciuamome,  s.  cinnamon,  as  a  term  of 

endearment,  sweet  one,  A  3699. 
Cink,  tium.  cinijue,  five,  C  653. 


Cipres,  s.  c.vpress,  5.  179 ;  (collectively), 
^•.\^lresses,  K.  1381. 

Circumscryve,  v.  enclose,  comprehen<l, 
T.  V.  icS(.5. 

Citole,  ».  kind  of  harp,  a  stringed  instru- 
ment, A  H)59. 

Citrinacioun,  s,  citronising,  the  turning 
to  the  colour  of  citron,  a  process  in 
alchemy,  G  816. 

Citryn,  adj.  citron-coloui-ed,  A  2167. 

Clamb,  2>t.  8.  o/Climben. 

Clamour,  «.  A  995  ;  outcry,  D  889. 

Claperes,  i>l.  burrows  (for  rabbits'i,  E. 
1405. 

Clappe,  s.  thunderclap,  HF.  1040. 

Clappe,  s.  prating,  foolish  talk,  A  3144. 

Clappe,  V.  clap  ;  hence,  chatter,  jirattle, 
G  965  ;  j>r.  s.  knocks,  D  1581,  1584  ;  j)r, 
2)1.  talk  unceasingly,  I  406  ;  Clappeth, 
imp.  pi.  E  1200;  Clapte,  pt,  s.  shut 
quickly,  A  3740. 

Clapping,  s.  chatter,  idle  talk,  E  999. 

Clarioning.  s.  the  music  of  the  clarion. 
HF.  124J. 

Clarioun,  s.  clarion,  trumpet,  HF.  1240, 

'?7.'-  '579- 
Clarrse,  s.  clarified  wdne,   wine  mixed 

with  honey  and  spices,  and  afterwards 

strained  till  clear,  A  1471,  E  1807. 
Clasped,  ju).  fastened,  A  273. 
Clatereth,   pr.  s.   sa.vs  noisily,    B   2259 ; 

pt.  p>l.  rattled,  A  2423. 
Clateringe,  s.  clanking,  A  2492 ;  clashing, 

1)  1865. 
Clause,   s.    sentence ;    also,    ag^recment, 

stipulation,  T.  iL  728  ;  in  a  clause,  in  a 

short  sentence,  briefly,  22.  38. 
Clawe,  V.  rub,  D  940 ;  <jer.  to  scratch,  T. 

iv.   728  ;   pt.  8.  stroked,  A  4326 ;    Clew, 

I  pt.  s.  rubbed,  HF.  1702. 
Cleerly,  adv.  entirely,  B  1566. 
Cleernesse,  s.  glory,  G  403. 
Cl3ft-e,  pt.  s.  «/Cleve  (i). 
Cl^ne,  adj.  clean,   A  504  ;   unmixed,  B 

n83. 
Clene,  adv.  clean,  entirely,  whoUy,  R.  1380. 
Clennesse,  s.  purity,  A  506. 
Clause,  V.  cleanse,  A  (>3i. 
Clepen,  r.  call,  name,  A  643.  2730 :  call 

out,  A  3.=;77  ;  pr.  s.  D  J02  ;  F  382  ;    men 

cl.,  people  call,  E  115 ;  Clepe  .  .  ,  ayeiu 

(or  again),  v.  recall,  T.  ii.  521 ;   jH.  s. 

called,    P    374 ;    Clepte,    i>t.   8.   ciilled, 

R.  1331 ;  summoned,  B  2432  ;  Clept,  j>j>. 

named,  G  863. 
CI  ere,  adj.  clear,  E.  681 ;  bright.  3.  340; 

well-sounding,  3.  347  ;  noble,  pure.  HF. 

1575. 
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Clere,  adt:  clearly,  A  i;t>;  L.  i^o. 
Clere.  r.  grow  clear,  T.  ii.  2,  806 ;  (jer.  to 

grow  bright,  T.  v.  519  ;  to  shine  clearly, 

L.  7j}. 
Clerer.  ailj.  comp.  lirighter,  3.  822. 
Clergeon,  .«.  a  chorister-boy,  B  i(k)^. 
Clergial,  adj.  clerkly,  learned,  G  j^2. 
Clergye,  s.  learning,  D  1277. 
Clerk,  s.  clerk,  scholar,  student,  A  285 ; 

writer,  D  689. 
Clarnesse,  «.  brightness,  L.  84. 
Cleve  1^1 ).  V.  cleave,  cut,  split,  E.  859  ;  L. 

758  ;  Clefte,  J>^  s.  split,  3.  72  ;    Cloven, 

]>p.  A  29^4 ;   Clove,  i>p.  cleft,  dimpled, 

E.  550. 
Cleve  (2),  V.  adhere  ;  pr.  pi.  B  3.  p  11.  112. 
Clew.  5.  clew,  L  2140. 
Clew,  2>t.  s.  of  Clawe. 
Cley.  *.  clay,  G  807. 
Clifte,  s.  clet't,  L.  740 ;  chink,  B  4.  p  4. 

296. 
Cliket.  s.  latch-key,  E  2046,  2117,  2121, 

2123. 
Climben,  r.  climb,  F  106 ;  Clamb,  jJ^  s. 

B   1987;    Clomb,    I  2^t.  s.  climbed,  HF. 

1 118  ;  Clomben,  jjL  pi.  climbed,  A  3636  ; 

Clamben,  jj#.  p>l.    climbed,    HF.    2151  ; 

Cloumben,  B  2^qo ;  Clomben,  pp.  T.  i. 

215;    ascended,   B   4388;    Clombe,    pp. 

risen,  B  12  ;  were  clombe,  hadst  climbed, 

B  3592. 
Clinking,  s.  tinkling.  B  3984. 
Clippe  (ij,  I  j>r.  s.  embrace,  T.  iii.  1344. 
Clippe  (2),  V.  cut  hair,  A  3326. 
Clipping.  .1,  cmljracing,  R.  342. 
Clobbed.  adj.  clubbed,  B  3088. 
Cloisterer,  s.  resident  in   a  cloister,  A 

259.  36<>i. 
Cloisterlees,  adj.  outside  of  a  cloister,  A 

17Q. 
Cloke.  s.  cloak,  T.  iii.  738. 
Clokke,  s.  clock,  B  4044  ;  0/  the  cL,  by 

the  clock,  B  14. 
Clom,  interj.  V>e  silent,  mum  !  A  3638. 
Clombe,  -n  ;  see  Climben. 
CI663,  adj.  close,  secret,  T.  ii.  1534 ;  closed, 

B  4522  ;  Clos,  closed,  E.  1675. 
Cl66th,   8.    piece   of    clothing,    D    1633 : 

infants'  clothing,  T.  iii.  733. 
Clos,  s.  enclosure,  B  45.=;<). 
Closet,  s.  small  room,  T.  ii.  599,  1215. 
Closing,  s.  enclosure,  lx)un<lary,  E.  527. 
Closure,  .s.  enclosure,  I  8-0. 
Clote-leef,  s.  a  leaf  of  the  bur<lock  or 

(•li)te-lnir,    G    577.      A.  S.    elate,    a   bur- 

<lock. 
Cloth,  8.  cloth,  garment,  D  238  ;  clothes, 

1)  i88i. 


Clothen,  v.  clothe,  T.  v.  1418  ;  Cladde, 
lit.  s.  clad,  T.  iv.  1690 ;  rejl.  clothed  him- 
self, 7.  145 ;  Cledde,  pt.  .I.  T.  iii.  1521  ; 
Clad,  pp.  E.  409  ;  covered,  A  294  ;  fur- 
nished, 3.  352. 

Clothered,  pp.  clotted,  coag:iUat«d,  A 
2745.     (Other  MSS.  clotered,  clotred.) 

Clothlees,  adj.  naked,  I  343. 

Cloud,  ,«.  sky,  T.  iii.  433. 

Cloumben  ;  see  Climben. 

Clout,  d.  bit  of  cloth,  C  736 ;  patch,  E. 
458  ;  ]d.  fragments,  E  1953  ;  rags,  C  348. 

Clouted,  J)}},  patched  up,  E.  223. 

Cloven,  i>p.  of  Cleve  (i)- 

Clowes,  jd.  claws,  HF.  1785. 

Clow-gelofre,  jy).  clove,  the  spice  so 
called,  E.  1368;  Clowe-gilofre,  B  1952. 
Fr.  cluu  df.  (jirofte. 

Clustred,  j^p.  covered  with  clouds,  B  i. 
m  3.  6.    (Lat.  f/lomeranttir.) 

Clymat,  s.  a  belt  or  zone  of  the  earth 
included  between  two  given  lines  of 
latitude,  A.  ii.  30.  28 ;  pi.  zones  of  lati- 
tude, A.  i.  3.  4  ;  Clymates,  sets  of  alnii- 
canteras  calculated  for  various  terrestia  1 
latitudes,  A.  i.  14.  4. 

Clyven,  pr.  pi.  cleave,  keep,  B  3.  p  11.  115. 

Clyves,  pi.  cliffs,  L.  1470. 

Coagulat,  j>p.  clotted,  G  811. 

Cod,  8.  bag  ;  used  of  the  receptacle  of  the 
stomach,  C  334. 

Coempciouu,  .s.  an  imposition  so  called, 
lit.  joint  purchase,  the  buying  up  of  the 
whole  of  any  commodity  in  the  market, 
B  I.  p  4.  90. 

Cofre,  s.  coffer,  chest,  L.  380 ;  money-box, 
F  1371  ;  coffin,  5.  177. 

Cogge,  s.  cock-l)oat,  L.  1481. 

Coghe,  (jer.  to  cough,  T.  ii.  254. 

Coillons,  1)1.  testicles,  C  952. 

Cok,  8.  cock,  5.  350  ;  thridde  c,  third  cock, 

A  423.^ 
Cok !  cok  !  the  noise  made  by  a  cock,  B 

Cokenay,  s.  cockney,  effeminate  creature, 

A  4208. 
Cokewold,  s.  cuckold,  A  3152. 
Cokkel,   8.   cockle,   i.  e.  the  corn-cockle, 

Af/rusteinma  (/itlnu/o,  B  1183. 
Cokkes,  corruption  o/Goddes,  H  9,  I  29. 
Cokkow,  8.  cuckoo,  HF.  243. 
Col,  8.  coal,  T.  ii.  1332  ;  Cole,  A  2692. 
Col-blak,  adj.  coal-black,  A  2142. 
Cold,  adj.  cold,  A  420  ;  chilling  (often  in 

jilir.  cares  colde),  T.  iii.  1260;  disastrous, 

B  4446. 
Colde,  r.  grow  cold,  B  879,  F  1023. 
Coler,  s.   collar,   T.  v.   811  ;    Colers,  pi. 
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collars,  A  215^  (or  read  cole^rd,  provided 

with  collars). 
(ulera  (Lat.),  choler,  B  4118. 
Colere,  a.  choler,  B  4136. 
Colerik,  adj.  choleric,  A  587,  B  4145. 
Col-fox,  s.  coal-fox,  I'ox  with  black  marks, 

B  4405. 
CoUacioun,  i>.  conference,  E  .^25. 
Collateral, '((//adventitious,  subordinate, 

T.  i.  26 J. 
Collect,  pp.  collected  in  groups,  F  1275. 
Colour.    8.    colour,    7.    175;    complexion, 

hue,  R.  213  ;  outward  appearance,  2.  66  ; 

pretence,  10.  21  ;  excuse,  D  399;  pi.  fine 

phrases,    HF.  859;    hues,    pretences   (a 

pun\  F  511. 
ColpOns,    pi.    shreds,    bundles,    A   679 ; 

liillets,  A  2S67. 
Coltish,  adj.  like  a  colt,  E  1847. 
Columbyn,  adj.  dove-like,  E  2141. 
Colver,  s.  dove,  L.  2\\q.    A.  S.  ciilfre. 
Combred,  j>;).  encumbered,  B  3.  m  10.  9. 
Combre-'world,  s.   one  who  encumbers 

the  world,  who  lives  too  long,  T.  iv.  279. 
Combust,  jtp.  burnt,    G  811;    quenched 

fas  being  too  near  the  sun),  T.  iii.  717. 
Come.  v.  come  ;  come  thereby,  come  by  it, 

acquire  it,  G  1395  ;  Come,  ger.  to  come, 

future,  3.  708  ;  Comestow,  comest  thou, 

L.    1887 ;    Cometh,  pr.   s.  as  fut.  shall 

come,  4.    II  ;    Comth,  pr.   s.  comes,    B 

407  ;  Cam,  pt.  s.  came,  F  Si  ;  Com,  jit  s. 

3.  134;  Comen,  i>t.  pi.  L.   1241  ;  Comen. 

j>p.  come,  4.  81 ;  hen  comen,  are  come,  B 

1 130  ;  Com  of,  i.  e.  seize  the  opportunity, 

be  quick,  T.  ii.  1738;  D  1602  ;  Cometh, 

imp.  pi.  A  839. 
Come,  s.  coming,  G  343.    A.  S.  cyme. 
Comedie,  s.  comedy,  pleasant  tale,  one 

that  ends  happily^  T.  v.  1788. 
Comeveden,  2  j)r.  j'l-  «*  2  j>>'-  *•.  didst 

instigate,  T.  iii.  17.     See  Commeveth. 
Comlily,  adv.  in  a  comelj-  way,  3.  84S. 
Commeveth,  ^jr.  s.  moves,  imiuces,  T.  v. 

1783;  Commeve,  ^jr.  s.  siihj.  move,  T.  v. 

i38<').     See  Commoeve,  Comeveden. 
Com.moeve,  yer.  to  move,  iiifiuenoe,  B  4, 

p  4-  275. 
Commoevinge,   s.   moving,    disturbing, 

B  I.  lu  4.  6, 
Commune,  adj.  general,  common.  B  155  ; 

in  c,  commonly,  A  i26t. 
Commune,   a.   the  commons,   E  70 ;  jd- 

commoners,  A  2509. 
Corapaignable,   adj.   comiianionable,   B 

I1Q4- 

Companye,    s.    company,    A    24 ;    com- 
lianionshiii,  4.  219. 


Comparisoned,  pp.  compared,  B  2.  p  7. 
iiX. 

Compas,  g.  circuit,  4.  137  ;  circlet,  wreath, 
R.  (/xj ;  circle,  A  1889 ;  a  verj-  large- 
circle,  HF.  798 ;  circumference,  20.  5  ; 
enclosure,  orb,  worM,  as  in  tryne  comptis, 
the  threefold  world  dearth,  sea,  and 
heaven),  G  45  ;  pair  of  compasses,  A.  ii. 
40.  13;  craft,  contriving,  HF.  462';  pL 
circles  (or,  pirhips,  pairs  of  compasses;, 
HF.  1302. 

Compasment,  «.  plotting,  contrivance,^ 
L.  14 16. 

Compasse,  v.  contrive,  R.  194  ;  planned. 
L.  14 14;  Compassed,  jyp.  drawn  with 
compasses,  fashioned  circularly,  A.  i. 
18.  I  ;  planned,  L.  1543. 

Compassing,  s.  dimension,  R.  1350  ;  con- 
trivance,  A  1996. 

Compeer,  s.  gossip,  close  friend,  A  C70; 
comrade,  A  4419. 

Ccpmpilatour,  s.  compiler,  A.  pr.  70. 

Compleynt,  s.  a  '  comidaint '  or  ballad,  2. 

43  ;  ?■■  4'54- 

Complexioun,  s.  complexion,  A  333 : 
temperament,  I  585  ;  the  (four) tempera- 
ments, HF.  21. 

Compline,*,  evening  service,  A  4171. 

Complisshen,  v.  accomplish,  B  4.  p  4.  24. 

Comporte.  r.  bear,  endure,  T.  v.  1397. 

Composicioun,  s.  agreement,  A  848, 
265 1 . 

Compotent,  adj.  all-powerful,  B  5.  p  C. 

Compouned,  jyp.  composed,  HF.  !029': 
tempered,  L.  2585;  mingled,  HF.  210H; 
constructed,  drawni,  A.  pr.  11. 

Conaprehende,  v.  take  fit;  in,  T.  i\.  891  ; 
take  in  1  in  the  mind),  F  223  ;  pr.  s.  com- 
prises, I  1043. 

Comprende,  v.  comprehend,  contain,  T. 
iii.  16^7. 

Comunalitee,  «._ empire,  B  4.  p  6.  402. 

Comune,  adj.  general,  common  to  all,  T. 
iii,  14 15  ;  accustomed  to,  3.  812  ;  Comxm 
profit,  the  good  of  the  country,  5.  47,  75. 

Comune,  s.  a  common  share  in  a  thing, 
E  1313. 

Comyn,  *,  cummin,  B  2045.  '  A  dwarf 
umbelliferous  plant,  somewhat  re- 
sembling fennel,  cultivated  for  its 
seeds. ' — Webst  er. 

Con,  imp.  s.  grant  ;  Con  me  thank,  grant 
me  thanks,  thank  me,  A,  pr.  62. 

Conceits,  s.  conception,  thought,  L.  1764  ; 
idea,  G  1214  ;  notion,  T.  i.  906. 

Conclude,  v.  draw  a  conclusion,  B  14  ; 
include,  put  together,  G  429 ;  attain  to 
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swecess,  G  773  ;  ger.  to  summarize.  A 
H58  ;  Concluiletl,  2^P-  come  to  a  coii- 
clnsion,  E  1607. 

Conclusioun,  s.  decision,  jinlgement,  A 
1845  ;  result,  siaccesst'ul  end  of  an  experi- 
ment, G  672  ;  jnirpose,  D  115;  moral,  L. 
2723  ;  reason,  F  492  ;  performance,  F 
126,^ ;  result,  summary,  A  174,1  ;  end  (of 
life),  HF.  103  ;  fate,  22.  23  ;  as  in  c, 
after  all,  4.  257  ;  15.  4  ;  Conclusiouns, 
J)?,  mathematicalpropositions,  theorems, 
A  .119.?. 

Condys.  pi.  conduits,  B.  1414. 

Confedred,  j)/>.  rendered  confederates, 
conjoined,  2.  42.  52. 

Conferme,  v.  confirm,  T.  ii.  1526. 

Conflrme.  gfi:  B  4.  p  7.  90  (biit  an  error 
for  con/orme  ;  Lat.  '  conformandae).' 

C'onjtteor,  '  I  confess,'  I  .^86. 

Confiture,  s.  composition,  C  862.  Fr. 
conjitiitv.  a  mixture,  preserve. 

Conforten,  r.  comfort,  E  1918  ;  j)/-.  s.  en- 
courages, A  2716 ;  2)):  pi.  strengthen,  1 652. 

Confounde,  v.  destroy,  i.  40  ;  12.  10  ;  pp. 
put  to  confusion,  1.5;  overwhelmed,  B 
100  ;  destroyed  in  soul,  G  137. 

Confus,  pp.  (IS  adj.  confused,  T.  iv.  356 ; 
convicted  of  folly,  G  463 ;  confounded, 
A  22 10. 

Congeyen,  v.  give  ns  our  congee,  tell  us 
to  depart,  T.  v.  479. 

Conjectest,  2pr.  s.  supposest,  T.  iv.  1026. 

Conjectinges,  jfl-  conjectures,  B  2598. 

Conjoininge,  «.  conjunction,  G  95. 

Conjuracioun.  s.  conjuring,  I  603. 

Conne,  v.  be  able,  L.  2044  ;  know,  T.  iii. 
83 ;  have  exjierience,  T.  i.  647 ;  know 
how,  T.  iii.  377;  con,  leai-n,  B  i7,'.o ; 
Conne,  i  pii'-  *■  can,  T.  ii.  49  ;  2  jjr.  s.  aubj. 
canst,  knowest  how,  T.  ii.  1497 ;  jyr.  s. 
siibj.  may,  A  4796  ;  i  pr.  pi.  can,  are  a>)le, 
B  483  ;  know,  HF.  3  J5  ;  Conne,  2  i>r.  ptl. 
can,  A  4123  ;  can  (do),.T.  i.  776  ;  owe  (me 
thanks),  T.  ii.  1466 ;  Connen,  p>r.  pi. 
know  how  to,  E  2438 ;  al  conne  he, 
whether  he  may  know,  G  846. 

Conning,  s.  skill,  knowledge,  L.  68,  412  ; 
T.  i.  83  ;  exiierience,  B  1671  ;  learning,  B 
2929. 

Conning,  adj.  skilful,  B  3690. 

Conningest,  most  skilful,  T.  i.  331. 

Conningly,  (idi\  skilfully,  E  1017. 

Consecrat,  consecrated,  B  3207. 

Con  sell,  8.  council,  B  204  ;  counsel,  B 
425;  secret  counsel,  A  1141  ;  secret,  A 
3504;    advice,    B    2211;    counsellor,    A 

II47- 
Conseile,  v.  counsel ;  pt.pl.  B  2554. 


Consentant,  adj.  consentient,  consenting 
(to),  C  276. 

Consentrik,  adj.  having  the  same  centre, 
A.  i.  17.  5  ;  tending  to  the  same  centre, 
A.  i.  16.  9  ;  at  the  same  altitude.  A,  ii.  3. 
56. 

Consequent,  .<!.  sequel,  result,  B  2577. 

Conservatif,  adj.  iiroserving  ;  c.  the  soun, 
preserving  the  sound,  HP.  847. 

Conserve,  v.  keep,  preserve,  T.  iv.  1664. 

Consistorie,  .1.  council,  T.  iv.  65  ;  court 
of  justice,  C  162. 

Conspiracye,  s.  plot,  B  3889,  C  149. 

Constable,  s.  governor,  B  512. 

Constablesse,  s.  constable's  wife,  B  539. 

Constaunce,  s.  constancy,  I  737. 

Constellacioun,  s.  influence  of  the  stars, 
F  781. 

Constreyneth,  j)/*.  s,  constrains,  E  800  ; 
2>t.  s.  L.  105  ;  jyt.  s.  refl.  contracted  her- 
self, B  I.  p  1.  15 ;  pp.  constrained,  com- 
pelled, E  527,  F  764,  769. 

Constreynte,  s.  distress,  T.  iv.  741. 

Construe,  v.  divine,  make  out,  T.  iii.  -t,^  ; 
(jei:  to  translate,  B  1718;  imp.i>l.  inter- 
pret, L.  152. 

Consulers,  s.  jd.  consuls,  B  2.  p  6.  13. 

Consumpte,  i)p.  pi.  consumed,  B  2.  m  7. 
27. 

Contagious,  adj.  contiguous,  B  3.  p  12.  5. 

Contek,  s.  strife,  contest,  T.  v.  1479  !  -^ 
20  )3. 

Contemplaunce,  s.  contemplation,  D 
189^ 

Contenance,  .'<.  appearance,  F  1485  ;  show, 
B  2378  ;  gesture,  B  2227 ;  demeanour,  E 
924  ;  self-possession,  E  i  no  ;  ])retence, 
I  858  ;  fond  his  c,  i.  e.  disposed  himself, 
T.  iii.  979;  2^1-  niodes  of  behaviou^i',  E. 

I(X)I.  ' 

Contene,  v.  ojntain,  T.  iii.  502  ;  j>^  s.  held 

together,  B  3.  p  12.  40. 
Continued,  2>P-  accompanied,  eked  out, 

I  1046. 
Conti'act,  lyp.  contracted,  incurred,  I  334 
Contraire,  adj.   contrary,  H.  348 ;    T.  i, 

212. 
Contraire,   s.   the    contrary,    HF.    1540 ; 

adversary,  2.  64. 
Contrarie,  adj.  contrary,  B  3964  ;  in  c, 

in  contradiction,  G  1477. 
Contrarie,  .'*.  contrary,  A  3057  :  contrary 

thing,    HF.    80S;     opponent,    A    1859; 

opposition,  T.  i.  418. 
Contrarien,  v.  oppose,  F  705 ;  i>t.  s.  gain- 
said, 1)  1044. 
Contrarious,  adj.   contrary,   adverse,  B 

2249;  2'1.  B  2311. 
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Ooutrarioustee.  ».  oiintrary  state,  I  toyj. 
Oontree.    country,    R.    '(^ ;    ththerlaml, 

home,  B  2.  p  4.  I20. 
Contree-folk,  people  of  his  country,  L. 

Contree-houses.jj/.honsesofhisconntrj', 
homes,  7.  25.     Liit.  domoa  patriits. 

Contree-ward,  to  his,  towards  his 
coitntrj-,  L.  -M/d. 

Contubernial,  cO.  thmiliar,  at  home 
with  ilit.  sluiring  the  same  tent  withj, 
I  760. 

Contumax,  adj.  eontnmacions,  I  402. 

Convenient,  adj.  fitting,  sviitable,  I  421  ; 
pi.  suitable,  F  1278. 

Convers  ;  in  convet's,  on  the  reverse  side, 
T.  V.  18  u). 

Conversacioun,  s.  conversation,  i.  e. 
manner  of  life,  B  2501. 

Converte,  v.  change,  T.  i.  308  :  swerve,  C 
212  ;  ger.  to  change  his  ways,  T.  iv.  1412  ; 
to  change  her  mind,  T.  ii.  903. 

Convertible,  adj.  equivalent,  A  4395. 

Conveyen,  v.  introdiice,  E  55 ;  j»:  «.  ac- 
companies, L.  2305  -.Jit.  pi.  conducted  on 
their  way,  A  2737. 

CoTXvicX.  pp.  overcome,  i.  86. 

Cony,  #.  rabbit ;  Conies,  id.  E.  1404  ; 
Conyes,  pi.  5.  193. 

Cook,  8.  cook,  A  351  ;  Cokes,  pi.  C  538. 

Coomen,  jj>(.  3)?.  came,  B  1805. 

Cop,  8.  top,  A  ^^4  ;  summit,  B  2.  m  4.  6  ; 
hill-top,  HF.  V166. 

Cope,  s.  cope,  A  260  ;  cape,  E.  408  ;  cloak, 
T.  iii.  724  ;  vault,  L.  1527. 

Coper,  8.  copper,  HF.  1487. 

Copie,  8.  copy,  T.  ii.  1697. 

Coppe,  8.  cup,  A  134,  F  942. 

Corage,  Cbrage,  s.  heart,  spirit,  mind, 
disposition,  mood,  inclination,  E.  257, 
423,  849,  1302,  :6i4  ;  A  22  ;  courage,  B 
1970  ;  will,  desire,  B  2713  ;  impetuosity, 
I  655;  attention,  H  164;  spite,  E.  151  ; 
encoiiragement,  E.  22;  of  his  c.  in  his 
disposition,  F  22  ;  Corages,  i)l.  disposi- 
tions, natures,  A  if. 

Corbets.  i>?.  corbels,  HF.  1304. 

Cordeth.  pr.  s.  agrees,  T.  ii.  1043. 

Cordewane,  (<.  Cordovan  leather,  B  1922. 

Corfew-tyme,  8.  curfew-time,  about 
8  p.m.,  A  3645. 

Corige,  v.  correct ;  pr.  s.  B  4.  p  7.  39. 

Cormeraunt,  «.  cormorant,  5.  362. 

C'o7-  mevm  eriictavit,  D  1934.  See  Ps. 
xlv.  1. 

Com,  8.  grain,  A  562  ;  chief  portion,  B 
3144  ;  Comes,  jd.  crops  of  com,  B  3225  : 
grains  of  corn,  HF.  6y8. 


I 


Cornemuse,  s.  bagi)ipe,  HF.  1218.  Fr. 
ciiriifnnis''. 

Corniculere,  ».  registrar,  secretary,  C!- 
}(>').  Lat.  cornicularitis,  a  registrar, 
clerk  to  a  magistrate. 

Corny,  adj.  ajiplied  to  ale,  strong  of  the 
corn  or  malt,  C  315,  456. 

Corone,s.  crown,  garland, E381 ;  Coroune, 
crown,  garland,  2.  58  ;  Coroun,  crown.  L. 
216;  the  constellation  called  'the 
Northern  Crown,'  L.  2224. 

Corosif,  tidj,  corrosive,  G  853. 

Coroumpinge,  «.  corruption,  B  ?.  p  j2. 
82. 

Cor6uned,  ^>p.  crowned,  B  3555. 

Corpus,  8.  body,  A  3743  ;  Vwpua,  the  bodj- 
(e.g.  of  Christ),  B  3096;  Cvrpits  Domi- _ 
THIS,  false  Latin  for  corpus  Domini, 
the  body  of  the  Lord,  B  1625  ;  Corjuis 
Madrinn,  the  body  of  St.  Mathurin, 
B  3082  ;  Corpus  lx)nes,  an  intentionally 
nonsensical  oath,  composed  of  '  eoi-pns 
domini,'  the  Lord's  body,  and  '  bones,' 
C  3>4- 

Correccioun.  s.  fine,  D  1617. 

Corrumpable,  adj.  corruptible,  A  3010. 

Corrumpeth.  pr.  s.  becomes  corrupt,  L. 
2237  ;  pt.  s.  corrupted,  I  819. 

Corrupcioun,  s.  destroyer,  5.  614. 

Cors,  s.  body,  L.  676,  876  ;    corjise,  T.  y. 

Corse,  pr.  s.  suhj.  curse,  E  131-8. 
Corsednesse.  s.  abomination,  T.  iv.  994. 
Corseynt.  .y.  a  saint  {lit.  holy  body):  esp. 

a  slirino,  HF.  117.     O.F.  corsseint. 
Corumpe,  v.  become  corrupt,  B  3.  p  11, 

58.     See  Corrumpe. 
Corve,  -n  ;  see  Kerve. 
Cosin,  s.  cousin,  A    1131  ;    as  adj.  akin. 

suitable  to,  A  742,  H  210;  Cosins  ger- 

ma.^•ns,  coi^sins-gemian,  first  cousins.  B 

2558. 
Cosinage,  s.  kinship,  B  1226,  1329. 
Cost  (i*,  s.  expense,  A  192,  213. 
Cost  (2\  s.  choice,  condition ;  Nedes  cost, 

of     necessity     (lit.     by     condition     of 

necessity),  L.  2697.     Icel.  kostr,  choice, 

condition,  state. 
Costage,  s.  cost,  expense,  B  1235.  1562. 
Coste,  8.   coast,   B   1626;    region,  D  922; 

Costes,  7)?.  parts  of  the  sky.  A.  i.  19.    10. 
Costeying,  pres.  part,  coasting,  R.  134. 
Costlewe,   adj.   costly,    I  415.     Cf.   IceL 

kostli(jr. 
Costrel,  8.  flask,  kind  of  bottle,  L.  2666. 
Cote,  8.  cot.  E  398 ;  dungeon,  A  2457. 
Cote,  8.  coat,  jacket  (for  a  man).  A  103, 

328  j     skirt,    petticoat,    or    go-wn    (for 
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a  wonianX  E.  22b ;   pi.  coats,  svircoats, 

or  coats-of-amis  isce  below),  HF.  i.v^J. 
Cote-armure,  coat-armour,  coat  shewing 

tlie  arms,  coat-of-arms,  T.  v.  165 1. 
Couche,   V.  lay  down,  place  ;   cower,  E 

iji)6  ;  j)t.  s.  laid  in  order,  placed,  5.  ii6  ; 

G<-    1157;   PP-  set,  placed,  laid,  A  2933, 

3211  ;  beset,  begemmed,  A  2161. 
Couching,   s.   laying  down,  letting  the 

astrolabe  lie  flat  on  the  ground,  A.  ii. 

.'9.  29. 
Coude,   I  J)^  s.  could,  was  able,  L.  116; 

knew  how,  3.  517;  pt.  s.  knew,  3.  667, 

1012  ;  understood,  K.  179  ;  as  aux.  could, 

R.  175  ;  Coude  her  good,  knew  what  was 

for  Dido's  advantage,   L.    11 82;    Coude 

no  good,  knew  no  good,  was  untrained, 

3.  390  ;  Coud,  pj).  known,  3.  787  ;  learnt, 

I  104 1.    See  Can,  Conne. 
Counseil,  s.  advice,  A  784  ;    secrets,   A 

()6^  :  Counseyl,  secret,  5.  348. 
Counts,  I  pi:  s.  account,  11.  29  ;  x>(-  •*•  3- 

718. 
Couutenaunce,  s.  ai^pearance,  show,  A 

192O;  looks,  appearance,  G- 1264;  shewing 

favoui',  3.  1022  ;  demeanour,  K.  814  ;  pre- 
text, A  4421  ;  ^i.  looks,  K.  1309. 
Countiug-bord,  s.  counting-house  table, 

B  1273. 
Countour  (i),    s.   arithmetician,  3.   435; 

auditor,  A  359. 
Countour  (2),  s.  abacus,  counting-board, 

3.  436  ;  counting-house,  B  1403. 
Countour-hous,    s.    counting-house,    B 

1267. 
Countrepeise,  v.  render  equivalent,  HF. 

1730;  countervail,  T.  iii.  1407. 
Countrepleted,  j>j>.  made  the  subject  of 

pleadings  and  counter-pleadings,  argued 

against,  L.  476. 
Countretaille,  s.   lit.   countertally,  i.  e. 

corresjiondence  (of  sound) ;  at  the  C,  in 

rejily,  E  i  i(;o. 
Countrewaite,   jri'.   s.  subj.  keep  watch 

over,  I  11XJ5  ;  watch  against,  B  23(x). 
Coupable,  adj.  culpable,    blameworthy, 

B  2731,  I  414. 
Coupe,  8.  cup,  L.  1 122. 
Coured,  pt.  s.  cowered,  R,  465. 
Cours,  8.  course,  T.  ii.  970 ;  lile  on  earth, 

G  387  ;  orbit,  A  2454. 
Courser,  s.  horse,  T.  ii.  101 1  ;  pJ.  steeds, 

A  2501. 
Court,  s.  court,  A  140 ;  manor-house,  D 

2162. 
Courtepy,  an  upper  short  coat  of  a  coarse 

material,  R.  220  ;  A  290,  D  1382. 
Court-man,  g.  courtier,  E  1492. 


Couthe,  I  pt.  s.  could,  R.  513  ;  knew,  3. 
8(Ki ;  knew  how,  A  390;  Couth,  j)p. 
known,  T.  iv.  61  ;  Couthe,  pp.  pi.  well- 
known,  A  14. 

Couthe,  adv.  in  a  known  way,  manifestlj', 
HF.  757. 

Coveityse,  s.  covetousness,  A  3884,  C  424  ; 
bo<lily  craving,  1  819  ;  lust,  I  336. 

Covenable,  adj.  fit,  proper,  fitting, 
suitable,  18.  25  ;  agreeable,  B  4.  p  6.  224  ; 
congruous,  B  3.  p  12.  179. 

Covenably,  adi:  suitably,  fitly,  B  2423. 

Covent,  «.  convent,  conventual  bodj-,  B 
1827,  D  1863. 

Coverchief,  s.  kerchief  "worn  on  the  head, 
D  590  ;  pi.  A  453. 

Covercle,  s.  pot-lid,  HF.  792. 

Covered,  p>p.  covered,  A  354  ;  recovered 
from,  healed  of,  L.  762. 

Covertly,  adv.  secretly,  R.  19. 

Coverture,  s.  disguise,  R.  1588  ;  Cover- 
tures, jd.  coverings,  I  ig8. 

Cove  tour,  s.  one  who  covets,  4.  262. 

Covyne,  ».  dcceitfulness,  A  (x)4.  '  Covine, 
a  deceitful  agreement  between  two  or 
more  to  the  prejudice  of  another ; '  Cowel, 
Law  Dictionary. 

Cow,  .«.  chough,  D  232.     See  Chogh, 

Coward,  adj.  cowardly,  5.  349. 

Cowardye,  s.  cowardice,  A  2730, 

Cowardyse,  s.  cowardice,  T.  iv.  602,  v.  413. 

Coy,  adj.  quiet,  A  119  ;  shy,  L.  1548. 

Coye,  V.  quiet,  calm,  cajole,  T.  ii.  8<ii. 

Coynes,  pi.  quinces,  R.  1374.  O.  F.  coin, 
quince. 

Crabbed,  adj.  shrewish,  cross,  bitter,  E 
1203. 

Cracching,  s.  scratching,  A  2834. 

Craft,  s.  cunning,  C  84  ;  skill,  T.  i.  665 ; 
art,  R.  687 ;  trade,  occupation,  3.  791  ;  A 
692  ;  secret,  mystery,  E.  1634  ;  might,  B 
3258  ;  contrivance,  F  249. 

Craftily,  adv.  artfully,  in  a  studied 
manner,  T.  ii.  1026  ;  skilfully,  B  48. 

Crafty,  adj.  skilful,  clever,  A  1897; 
sensible,  3.  439. 

Craketh,  j)?\  *.  utters  boldly,  A  4001 ; 
sings  in  a  grating  tone  (like  a  corn- 
crake), E  1850. 

Crarapissheth,  pr.  s.  draws  convulsively 
together,  contracts,  7.  171.  Cf  'Deth 
crampinhint/  into  their  hert  gan  crepe  ; ' 
Lydgate,  Falls  of  Princes,  bk.  i.  c.  9. 
Cf  O.F.  crampir,  'etretordu; '  Godefroy. 

Crased,  pp.  cracked,  G  934. 

Creant,  adj. ;  seith  creant,  acknowledges 
himself  beaten,  I  698.  Probably  short 
for  recreant. 


(Sfoeeartaf  Jnbe> 


Great,  pp.  created,  16.  2  ;  B  2293. 
Creauuce,  i».  credence,  belief,   creed,   B 

915  ;  object  ofl'uith,  B  340. 
Creaunce,  v.  borrow  on  credit,  B  1479  i 

pr.  8.  l<orrows,  B  1493  ;  pp.  B  1556. 
Creep,  pt.  s.  of  Crepe. 
Crekes,  j->i.  crooked  devices,  wiles,  A  4051. 

See  Creek,  s.  (i),    §   7,   in   the   New  E. 

Diet. 
Crepe,  i*.  creep,  3.  144;  Creep,  i»<.«.  crept, 

A  4226  ;  Crcptcu,  jif.  pi.  D  1698  ;  Cropen, 

pp.  crept,  T.  iii.  ion. 
Crepul,  .«.  cripple,  T.  iv.  1459. 
Crepusculis,  s.  pi.   twiliglits,  durations 

of  twilight,  A.  ii.  6.  rubric. 
Crevace,  s.  crevice,  crack,  HF.  2086. 
Crinkled,  j>j>.  full  of  turns  or  cranks,  L. 

Jul  2. 
Crips,  adj.  crisp,  ctuly,  HF.  1386;  Crisp, 

M.  ,S24. 
Cristen,  adj.  Christian,  B  222,  1679. 
Cri-stendom,  s.  the  Christian  religion,  B 

;5[  ;  Christianity,  G-  447. 
Cristenly,  adv.  in  a  Christian  manner,  B 

1 122. 
Cristianitee,  s.  company  of  Christians,  B 

544. 
Croce,  s.  staff,  stick,  D  484.    See  C'rose, 

§  2,  in  the  New  E.  Diet. 
Crois,  s.  cross,  i.  60. 
Crok.ed,   adj.  crooked,   K.   926 ;    crooked 

ithings\  13.  8;  'tortuous,'  A.  ii.  28.  32. 
Crokes,  jd.  crooks,  hooks,  L.  640. 
Crokke,  if.  earthenware  pot,  13.  12. 
Crommes,  s.  pi.  crumbs,  G  60. 
Crone,  *.  crone,  h;vg,  B  432. 
Cronique,  s.  chronicle,  B  4398. 
Croos-lyne,  s.  cross-line,  the  line  from 

right  to  left  through  the  centre,  A.  i. 

12.  7. 
Crop,  s.  top,  sprout,  new  twig,  T.  ii.  348  ;  | 

crop  and  rote,  top  and  root,  evcrj-thing, 

T.  V.  1245 ;  Croppes,  J)l.  tree-tops,  ends 

of   branches,.  K.     1396;     new    shoots, 

A  7. 
Cropen,  j)j>.  of  Crepe. 
Croper,  s.  crupper,  G  566. 
Cros,  «.  cross,  i.  82  ;  Crois,  i.  60. 
Croslet,  s.  crucible,  G  1147. 
Crouche,  1 2»'-  *•  niark  with  the  cross  (to 

defend  from  elves\  A  3479  ;  E  1707. 
Croude,  r.  push,  HF.  2095  ;  j>r.  s.  2  j).  dost 

jiress,  dost  push,  B  296. 
Crouke,  s.  pitcher,  jug,  A  415S. 
Croun,  s.  crown  (of  the  headi,  A  4041  ; 

(referring  to  the  tonsure\  B  1499. 
Crouned,  jjp.  crowned,  K.  1266 ;  supreme, 

F  5-'6. 


Croupe,  .s.  crupper,  D  1559. 
Crouperes,  2tl.  cruppers,  I  433. 
Crowding,  s.  pressure,  motive  power,  B 

2<)9. 

Croys,  g.  cross,  A  699,  4286. 

Crul,  uilj.  curly,  A  3314  ;  2^-  -^  81.  Fiicsio 
krtil,  curlj-. 

Crydestow,  didst  thou  cry  out,  A  1083  ; 
2>2>-  proclaimed,  HF.  2107. 

Cryinge,  s.  outcry,  A  91,6. 

Cryke,  .«.  creek,  A  41X). 

Cuciirbitfes,  s.  j>/.  cucurbites,  G  704. 
'  Cuctirbitc,  a  chemical  vessel,  originally 
made  in  the  shape  of  a  gourd,  but  sojiic- 
times  shallow,  with  a  wide  mouth,  and 
used  in  distillation  ; '    Webster. 

C'ul2M,  mea,  i.  e.  I  acknowledge  my  fault, 
T.  ii.  525. 

Culpe,  «.  guilt,  blame,  I  335. 

Culter,    s.    coulter     (of    a    plough),     A 

.^63- 

Cunning,  adj.  skilful,  2.  97. 

Cunning,  s.  skill,  5.  167,  487. 

Cuppe.  s.  a  cup,  F  616. 

Curacioun, ,«.  cure,  healing,  B  2463  ;  mode 
of  cure,  T.  i.  791. 

Curat,  s.  parish-priest,  -saear,  A  219  .tlio 
words  I' /CO/' and  curate  have  now,  practi- 
callj-,  changed  places  . 

Cure,  s.  cure,  remedy,  T.  i.  469 ;  charge, 
B  2.  p  3.  32  ;  diligence,  A  1007  ;  attention, 
A  303 ;  heed,  care,  2. 82  ;  endeavour,  B  188; 
careful  puipose,  HF.  1298  ;  supervision, 
D  1333  ;  /  do  no  cure,  I  care  not,  L.  152  ; 
lyth  in  his  cure,  depends  on  his  care  for 
me,  L.  1176  ;  did  hi.tbe.i!/cure,  was  busily 
employed,  5.  369  ;  his  lyres  cure,  the  ob- 
ject of  his  thoiights  always,  4.  131 ;  honeist 
cure,  care  for  honourable  things,  C  557 ; 
in  cure,  in  her  power,  B  230. 

Curiositee,  s.  curious  workmanship,  Hl\ 
1178;  intricacj',  18.  81. 

Curious,  adj.  careful,  attentive,  B  1433 ; 
eager,  E.  1032  ;  skilful,  A  577:  delicately 
made,  A  196;  magical,  F  1120. 

Curro\xrs,  s.  j^?.  runners,  couriers,  HF. 
2128. 

Cursednesse,  s.  abominable  sin,  wicked- 
ness, C  276,  400  ;  shrewishness,  E  1239  ; 
malice,  B  1821. 

Curteis,  adj.  courteous,  hence,  compas- 
sionate, I  246  ;  courteous,  11.  53S. 

Curteisye,  s.  courtesy,  A  46,  132. 

Custume,  s.  custom,  1)  6S2  ;  j>?.  paj-mentg, 
I  752  ;  imports,  I  567. 

Cut,  s.  lot,  A  835,  845,  854. 

Cutte,  V.  cut,  C  954  ;  Gutted,  ^jjj.  cut  short, 
I'-  971- 
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Daf,  9.  foolish  person,  A  4208. 

Dagged,  ailj.  tagged,  cnt  into  hanging 

IH'iiks  at  the  lower  edge,  I  421. 
Dagginge,  s.  a  cutting  into  tags,  I  4:8. 
Dagon,  s.  small  piece,  D  1751. 
Dalf,  2>t-  ■»•  of  Delve. 

Daliaunce,  s.  gossip,  A  211  ;  plaj-ful  de- 
meanour, favour,   12.  8  I  pi.  dalliance, 

toying,  C  66. 
Damageous,  adj.  injurious,  I  438. 
Dame,  s.  mother,   C  684 ;   dam,  A  3261) ; 

madam,  A  3956  ;  goodwife,  D  1797. 
Damiselle,  s.  damsel,  K.  1240  ;  pi.  K.  1622. 
Dampnacioun,  s.  condemnation,  C  500 ; 

curse,  1)  1067. 
Dampne,  ge?:  to  condemn,  L.  401 ;  pp.  A 

1175,  1342;  damned,  I  191. 
Dan,  s.  {for  Dominus),  lord,  sir,  a  title  of 

respect,  HF.  161  ;   B  3982  ;    Daun,  HF. 

Dappel-gray,  adj.  dapple-gray,  B  2074. 

Dar,  I  pr.  s.  dare,  A  1151  ;  Darst,  2  pr.  s. 
darest,  T.  i.  76S  ;  B  860  ;  Darstow,  darest 
thou,  L.  1450 ;  Dorste,  i  i)t.  s.  durst, 
might  venture  (to),  L.  2054 ;  pt.  s.  A 
227 ;  Dorstestow,  wouldst  thou  dare,  T. 
i.  767  ;  I  pt.  s.  sitbj.  might  dare,  2.  60. 
See  Durre. 

Dare,  j)/'.  pi.  doze,  B  1293. 

Darketh,  jj)\  s.  lies  hid,  L.  816. 

Darreyne,  yer.  to  decide  one's  right  to, 
A  1853 ;  to  decide,  A  1631  ;  to  decide 
your  claims  (to),  A  1609.  O.F.  deraisnier. 

Dait,  s.  dart,  6.  40  ;  (given  as  a  prize  in  an 
athletic  contest),  D  75. 

Daswen,  pt.  pi.  dase,  are  dazzled,  H  31  ; 
pp.  contused,  HF.  658.  O.  F.  daser 
(Godefroy). 

Date-tre?,  s.  date-tree,  E.  1364. 

Daun  ;  sec  Dan. 

Daunce,  s.  dance,  E.  808 ;  play,  T.  iv. 
1431  ;  set,  company,  HF.  639  ;  theneice  d., 
the  new  dance,  T.  ii.  553  ;  the  olde  d.,  the 
old  game,  the  old  way  of  love,  A  476,  C  79. 

Dauucen,  r.  dance,  A  2202. 

Daunger,  s.  disdain,  E.  1524 ;  imperious- 
ness,  7.  186  ;  liahility,  A  1849  ;  sparing, 
stint,  E.  1147;  power,  control,  E.  1470; 
Power  to  harm  (personified),  L.  ifxy ; 
in  d.,  within  liis  jurisdiction,  under  his 
control,  A  (/>3  ;  in  Jiird.,  at  her  disposal, 
E.  1049 ;  ''-"'"*  d-,  sparingly,  charily,  J) 
5-'. 

Daungerous,  adj.  forbidding,  sparing,  A 
517  ;  niggardly,  D  1427  ;  grudging,  hard 


to  please,  E.  14S2,  1492 ;  reluctant,  D  514  ; 

inhospitable,  E.  490. 
Dauntsn,  v.  tame,  subdue,  E.  880  ;  j)r.  $. 

T.  ii.  39<7,   iv.    1589  ;  j>j).  frightened,  1) 

463. 
Dawe,  V.  dawn,  B  3872,  E  1S32. 
Daweninge,  s.  dawn,  A  4234,  B  4072. 
Dawes,  s.]?l.  days,  F  1180. 
Dawing,   c«.    tlie   Dawn  (Aurora),  T.  iii. 

1466. 
Dawning,  s.  dawn,  3.  292. 
Day,  <(.  day,  A  19  ;  time,  B  3374 ;  appointed 

time  for  repaying  money,  Cr   1040 ;  on 

a   day,    one   day,   some  day,    E.    1493 ; 

Dayes,  2^1-  appointed  days  for  payment, 

F  1568,  1575  ;  lifetime,  B  1 18  ;  now  a  dayes, 

at  this  time,  E  1164. 
Dayerye,  s.  dairy,  A  597 ;  j;7.  D  871. 
Dayesye,  s.  daisy,  L.  182,  184,  218. 
Debaat,  s.  strife,  A  3230,  B  2867  ;  war,  B 

150  ;  mental  conflict,  3.  1192:  qiiarrelliiig 

T,  ii.  753. 
Debate,  v.  fight,  war,  B  2058 ;  qixarrel,  C 

4:2, 
Debonair,    adj.    calm,    benign,    gentle, 

I  658 ;  Debonaire,  fern,  well-mannered, 

B  4061  ;  gracious,  courteous,  E.  797 ;  as 

s.  kind  person,  3.  624, 
Debonairely,     adv.     meekly,     I     660 ; 

graciou.sly,    3,    851,   1284 ;    with   a  gootl 

grace,    HF.   2015;    courteously,   3.   518; 

T.  ii,  1259, 
Debonairetee,     s.     gentleness,    I    467; 

graciousness,  6,  108. 
Deceivable,  adj.  t'eceitful,  15.  3  ;  £  2058. 
Declsimed,  2>t.  2)1.  discussed,  T.  ii.  1247. 
Declinacioun,    .«.    declination,    angular 

distance  N.  or  S.  of  the  equator,  E  2223, 

F  1033. 
Declyneth,  2>>'-  ■'•  turns  aside,  B  4.  p  6. 

195  ;  2^''-  *•  possesses  declination,  A  ii. 

19.  12. 
Declyninge,  adj.  sloping,  B  5.  m  i.  19. 
Decoped,  pj>.  lit.  '  cut  down  ; '    hence, 

pierced,  cut  in  openwork  patterns,  E, 

Dede,  dead  ;  see  Deed. 

D6de,  get:  to  gi-owdead,  become  stupefied, 

HF.  552. 
Deden,  pt.  2d.  did,  T,  i,  82.     See  Doon. 
Dedicat,  2>2'-  dedicated,  I  964. 
Deduyt,  «.  pleasure,  A  2177. 
Deed,  *•.  deed,  act ;  Dede,  dat.   1.  45  ;  B 

1999;    in  dede,  indeed,  A  659,   B  351 1; 

with  the  dede,  with  the  act  thereof,  D 

70  ;  Dede,  pi.  (.A..  S,  dd'da),  5.  82. 
D^6d,  adj.  dead,  E.  215;  dead,  livid  (of 

hue),  E.  441 ;  for  d.,  as  dead,  T.  iv.  733 ; 
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Dede,  def.  L.  876 ;  d.  glepe,  heavy  sleep, 
3.  127;  Dede,  pi.  sluggish,  5.  187; 
tcoundes  dede,  deadlj-  -wounds,  3.  121 1. 

Deedly.  adj.  mortal,  I  99  ;  dying,  L.  885  ; 
'Uatlilike,  3.  162. 

Diedly,  adv.  mortally,  G  476. 

Decf,  adj.  deaf,  T.  i.  753  ;  Deve,  pi.  G  28<3. 

Deel,  8.  part,  E.  1074 ;  ti'-ivr  a  deel,  not 
at  all,  I  1007;  not  a  bit,  HF.  331  ;  every 
deel,  every  whit,  wholly,  T.  ii.  590 : 
Deel,  pi.  times,  6.  35  :  Del,  part,  K.  28 ; 
share,  3.  icioi  ;  every  d.,  every  "whit,  A 
1825;  eche  a  d.,  every  wliit,  T.  iii.  694  ; 

0  greet  del,  to  a  large  extent,  A  415; 
very  often,  3.  1159;  710  del,  no  whit,  T. 
i.  1089 ;  never  a  d.,  not  a  whit,  3.  543. 

Deer,  «.  pL  animals,  B  i9.'6. 

Dees,  pi.  dice,  T.  ii.  1347.  iv.  1098. 

Dees,  8.  dais,  HF.  1360,  1658. 

Deeih,  s.  death,  B  3567;  pestilence, 
plague,  T.  i.  4S3 ;  the  deeth,  the  pesti- 
lence (with  siiecial  references  to  the 
pestilences  of  1349,  1361,  and  1369),  A 
605. 

Defame,  g.  dishonour,  B  3788,  C  612. 

Defaute,  s.  fault,  22.  56 ;  faixlt  (as  a 
hunting  term >,  3.  384  {were  on  a  defaute 
y-falle,  had  a  check; ;  lack,  defect, 
want,  3,  5,  25,  223  ;  sin,  B  3718,  C  370. 

Defence,  8.  resistance,  L.  1931 ;  hindrance. 
E.  1142;  covering,  5.  273;  prohibition, 
T.  iii.  138  ;  denial,  D  467. 

Defendaunt,  .«. ;  in  his  d.,  in  defending 
hiniself,  in  self-defence,  I  572. 

Defande,  ger.  to  defend,  B.  2631  ;  to 
forbid,  G  1470. 

Defet,  pp.  exhausted,  (lit.  defeated),  T. 
V.  618  :  cast  down,  T.  v.  1219. 

Deflendeth,  pr.  s.  forbids,   I  651 ;  pp. 

1  600. 

Defoulen,  v.  trample  down,  hence,  defile, 

F  1418 ;    pp.    trampled    down.    I    191  ; 

defiled,  T.   v.    1339 ;  disgraced,  B  4.  m 

7.  47  (Lat.  furpatusi. 
Defyne,   i  pr.  s.  pronounce,   declare,   T. 

iv.  390. 
Degree, s.  rank,  5. 453 ;  condition, position. 

A  1S41  :  step,  E.  485 ;  footstep,  B  4.  m  i. 

42  ;  horizontal  stripes,  B  1.  p  i.  38  ;  of  the 

zodiac,   F  386 ;  at  lone  degree,   E.  883  ; 

ot  alle  degrees,  in  every  way,  A  3724. 
Degyse,  adj.  elaborate,  I  417. 
Degysine&se,  8.  elalx>rate  style,  I  414. 
Degysinge,  «.  elaborate  ornamentation, 

I  4-'5. 
Dekne,  s.  deacon,  I  891. 
Del :  see  Deel. 
Delen,  ger.  to  have  dealing  with,  A  247  ; 


Dele,  ger.  to  have  dealings,  T.  iii.  322  : 
I       to  deal,  L.  1158;  r.  argue,  T.  ii.   1749; 

Deled,  j)t.  pi.  had  intercotirse,  L.  i.>i7; 

Deled.  p2).  apportioned,  D  2249. 
I  Delioeren,  r.  deKl>erate,  consider,  T.  iv. 

161) ;  pi.  s.  deliberated,  B  2916. 
Delicacye,  s.  amusement,  B  3669 ;  wau- 

tonnfc.ss,  9.  58. 
Delicat,  adj.  delicious,  E  1646 ;  delicate, 

E  682  ;  dainty,  I  432. 
I  Delices,  s.  pi.  delights,  B  2602 ;  tender 
i       feelings,  B  2.  p  4.  78  ;  sinful  pleasures, 
'       B  3.  p  7.  I. 
Delicious,  adj.  giving  delight,  T.  v.  443. 
Deliciously,  adv.  luxuriously,  E  2025. 
I  Delitable,  adj.  delightful,  B.   1440;  de- 
I       liciijus,  E.  1371  ;  pi.  delightful,  F  899. 
j  Delitaoiy,  adv.  pleasingly,  B  4.  p  i.  2. 
j  Delitous,  adj.  delicious,  E.  489. 
I  Deliver,  adj.  quick,  active,  A  84. 
:  Delivere,  r.  set  free,  13.  7;  do  away  with, 

T.  iii.  IOI2  ;  ger.  to  set  free  (after  a  legal 
i       decision,!,  5.  508. 

I  Deliverly,  adi.  nimbly,  B 4606;  quicklv, 
I        T.  ii.  1088. 

Deiivernesse,  s.  activity,  B  2355. 
!  Delphyn,  «.  the  constellation  Dolphin, 
I       HF.  i.x)6. 
;  Delte,  j>^.  s.  0/ Delen. 
j  Delve,  V.  dig,  A  536 :  Dalf,  1  pt.  «.  dug, 

B  5.  p  I.  99 ;    Dolve,  pt.  8.    8ubj.  had 

digged,  B  5.  p  1 .  87  :  Dolven,  pp.  btiried, 

3.  222.     A.  S.  dtlfan. 
Delyces.  s.pl.  delights,  pleasures,  C  547, 

G  3  :  favourites  (^Lat.  delicias;,  B  2.  p  3. 

74- 
Delye.  adj.  delicate,  fine,  B  i.  p  i.   21. 

O.  F.  d'.lie. 
Delyt,  8.  delight,  joy,   3.  60'j ;    pleasing 

ornamentation,  L.  1199. 
Delytable,  adj.  delightful,  L.  321. 
Delyte,  v.  delight,  please,  5.  27  ;  reji.  take 

pleasure,   5.    66 ;    Delyte   me,    i  pr.   s. 

delight,  L.  30. 
Delytous,  adj.  delicious,  E.  90. 
Demaunde,  «.  question,  T.  iv.   1694,  v. 

S59. 
Deme,  v.  judge,  14.  6 ;  decide,  conclude, 

T.  iL  371  ;  suppose,  4.  158  ;  give  a  verdict, 

G  595  ;  Demen,  v.  deem,  judge,  A  3161 ; 

decide,  B   3045 ;    i  pr.  s.  condemn,  D 

2024  ;   decree,  C  199 ;   suppose,    E  753 ; 

Demeth,  imp.  pi.  judge,  decide,  L.  453  ; 

supp'jse,  A  3172. 
Demeine,  t-.  manage,  HF'.  959. 
Demeyne.  ;».  dominion,  B  3855. 
Demoniak,  .*.  madman,  D  2240. 
Demonstracioun,  s.  proof,  HF.  727. 
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Demonstratif,     adj.     demonstrable,    D 

Denticle,  s.  pointer,  A.  i.  23.  i.     See  Al- 

miiry. 
Denye.  v.  refuse,  T.  ii.  1489;    Deneyed, 

]ip.  denied,  B  3.  p  10.  16. 
Depardienx,  intcvj.  on  the  part  of  God, 

liy  God's  help,  T.  ii.  1058,  1212. 
Departs,  v.  separate,  part,  7.  285  ;  sever, 

T.  ii.  531  ;  divide,  I  1006;  imp.   s.    dis- 
tinguish, T.  iii.  404. 
Departinge,    ».    dividing,    I  425,    1008 ; 

dopartuie,  5.  675  ;  separation,  4.  25. 
Depe,  adv.  deeply,  3.  165 ;  7.  8. 
Depe3mted.,    JU^-     depicted,     L.      1025 ; 

painted,  R.  478 ;  stained,  T.  v.  1599. 
Depper,   adc.  comp.  deejier,  T,  ii.    485 ; 

B  630, 
Depravcn,  j>r.  pi.  calumniate,  4.  207. 
Depressioun,  s.  the  angular  distance  of 

the   southern  pole  from   the    horizon, 

A.  ii.  25.  10. 
Dere.  udj.  dear,  i.  99  ;  4.  147. 
Dere.  adv.  dearly,  i.  86  ;  18.  26. 
Dere.  s.  dot.  deer,  E.  1453. 
D6re,   r.  injure,  harm,  T.   i.   651,     A,  S, 

derian. 
Dereling,  s.  darling,  A  3793. 
Derk,  adj.  dark,  E.  1009 ;   iuanspicions, 

4.  120;  ass.  inauspicious  position,  4.  122. 
Derke,  s.  darkness,  gloom,  3.  609. 
Derkest,  adj.  si'perl.  darkest,  B  304. 
Derkly.  adv.  darkly,  HF.  51. 
Derknesse,  s.  darkness,  B  1451. 
Derne,  adj.  secret,  A  3200,  3278. 
Derre,  adv.  coinj).  more  dearlj-,  T.  i.  136, 

174  ;  A  1448. 
Derth.  s.  dearth,  HF.  1974. 
Deryveth,  j>r.  s.  is  derived,  A  3<x)6. 
Desceivaunce,  s.  deception,  B  3.  p  8.  53. 
Descencioun,  s.  descension,  A.  ii.  4.  55. 

The  technical  signification  seems  to  be 

— the    '  house '  or  portion   of  the   slv^- 

just  above  the  western  horizon,  so  that 

a  planet  in  his  descension  is  about  tc> 

set. 
Descensories,  s.  pi.  G  702.    '  DescensoHes, 

vessels  used  in  chemistry  for  extracting 

oilsj)*"/  descen.mtn;'  Tyrwhitt. 
Desceme,  v.  discern,  T.  iv.  200. 
Descharge.  pr.  s.  stibj.  disburden,  I  360. 
Desclaundred,  pp.  slandered,  B  674. 
Descryve,  v.  describe,  E.  705  ;  HF,  1105, 
Desdeyn,  s.  disdain,  contempt,  A  789. 
Desert,  s.  merit,  4.  31  ;  2^t-  merits,  T.  iii, 

1267. 
Deserte,  adj.  lonely.  HF.  417. 
Deserv'edest,  2  ^y^  s.  didst  deserve,  C  216. 


Desespaired,  pj).  in  despair,  6,  7, 

Desespeir,  s.  despair,  T.  i.  605,  ii,  6. 

Desesperaunce,  s.  hopelessness,  T,  ii. 
530,  1307. 

Desherite,  ger.  to  disinherit,  B  3025. 

Deshonestee,  s.  imseemliness,  I  833. 

Desirdus,  adj.  ambitious,  9.  ^iq  ;  ardent, 
F  23. 

Deslavee,  adj.  foul,  I  629  ;  inordinate, 
unrestrained,  I  834,  ^  Deslavi,  pp.  non 
lav(5,  crassenx,  sale  ; '  Godefroy. 

Desordeynee,  adj.  iinregulated,  inor- 
dinate, I  81X,  915. 

Desordinat,  adj.  inordinate,  I  415. 

Despaired,  j'P-  sunk  in  despair,  2.  91  :  T, 

Despence,  s.  expense,  D  1874 ;  expen- 
diture, money  for  expenses,  B  105, 

Despende,  v.  spend,  T.  iv.  921  ;  2  pr.  a 
wastost,  B  2 121  ;  2>P-  spent,  A  3983, 

Despendours,  j/l.  spenders,  B  2843. 

Despenses,  pi.  expenditure,  B  2842, 

Desperaciouu,  s.  despair,  1.  21. 

Despitous,  i:!lj.  spiteful,  IL  173;  angry, 
jealous,  1)  761  ;  merciless,  A  516  ;  scorn- 
ful, A  1 777,  I  395. 

Despitously,  adv.  scornfully,  B  3785  -. 
angrily,  A  4274  ;  maliciously,  B  605  • 
cruelly,  E  ^^^. 

Desplayeth,  pr.  s.  .spreads  open,  A  966. 

Desponetli,  pr.  s.  disposes,  T,  iv  964, 

Desport,  s.  diversion,  nierrimentj  amuse- 
ment, T,  i,  592  ;  B  2158. 

Desporte,  v.  rejoice,  T.  v.  1398 

Despoyled,  pp.  robbed,  I  665, 

Despyt,  s.  malice,  spite,  T,  i.  207 ;  con- 
tempt, disdain,  D  1876;  scorn,  L.  372; 
malice,  L.  1771;  ill-humour,  I  507;  a 
deed  expressing  contempt,  B  373S  :  in 
d.  of,  in  contempt  of,  5.  281  ;  in  your  d., 
in  contempt  of  you,  B  1753  ;  in  Ms  d.,  in 
scorn  of  him,  L.  134. 

Desray,  s.  confusion,  I  927. 

Desseveraunce,  s.  separation,  T.  iii.  1424, 

Destemperaunce,  »,  inclemency,  B  3. 
p  1 1.  130. 

Destempred,  j>p.  distempered,  I  826. 

Destinal,  adj.  fatal,  E  4.  p  6,  172 ;  pi-(>- 
destined,  B  4.  p  6,  no. 

Destourbe,  fjer.  to  disturb ;  d.  of,  to 
disturb  in,  C  340  ;  pr.  s.  hinders,  I  576; 
interrupts,  B  2167. 

Destourbing,  s.  trouble,  18.  44. 

Destrat,  pp.  distracted,  B  3.  p  8.  19. 

Destreyne,  r.  distress,  T,  iii,  1528;  (fer^ 
constrain,  force,  H  161, 

Destroubled,  j>j».  disturbed,  3.  524, 

Desyringe,  adj.  desirous,  B  2767, 
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Determinat,  adj.  determinate,  exact, 
lixod,  D  1459 ;  properly  placed  (on  the 
astrolabe),  A.  ii.  18  (rubric). 

Determyne,  v.  come  to  an  end,  T.  iii. 
379  ;  Determined,  jjp.  settled,  B  5.  p 
4.  9. 

Dette,  s.  debt,  L.  541  ;  A  280. 

Dettelees,  adj.  free  from  debt,  A  582. 

Dettour,  .«.  debtor,  B  1587,  D  155. 

JicHS  hie,  God  (be)  here,  D  1770. 

Deve,  pi.  of  Doef,  deaf. 

Devil,  H.  L.  2\v,y  ;  xolmt  d.,  what  the  devil, 
L.  2694  ;  how  d.,  how  the  devil,  T.  i.  623  ; 
a  d.  meije,  in  the  way  to  the  devil,  in 
the  devil's  name,  A  3134  ;  a  twenty  devil 
way,  in  the  way  of  twenty  devils,  i.  e. 
to  litter  destrnction,  L.  2177  ;  an  excla- 
mation of  petulance,  A  3713,  4257. 

Devoir,  s.  duty,  T.  iii.  1045;  A  2598. 

Devyn,  s.  astrologer,  T.  i.  66. 

Devyne,  v.  guess,  T.  v.  288;  ger.  T.  iii. 
765 ;  to  prophesj'  (by),  5.  i8j  ;  Devyne, 
pr.  2tl.  suspect,  T.  ii.  1745;  Devyne, 
pr.  s.  sttbj.  let  (him)  guess,  HF.  14. 

Dev^rneresse,  s.  female  diviner,  T.  v.  1522. 

Devys,  s.  contrivance,  R.  1413  ;  suppo- 
sition, E.  651;  direction,  A  816;  at  his 
d.,  according  to  his  own  wish,  R.  1326  ; 
at  point  d.,  with  great  exactness  or 
exactitude,  R.  830;  Dcvyses,p?.  heraldic 
devices,  badges,  L.  1272. 

Devyse,  v.  to  relate,  toll,  describe,  T.  iii. 
41  :  A  34  ^  recommend,  T.  ii.  388  ;  devise, 
suggest,  ordain,  L.  437  ;  plan,  L.  1453  ; 
f)er.  to  tell,  describe,  5.  398 ;  to  relate, 
A  994  ;  to  frame,  E  7^9  ;  to  tell  of,  T.  i. 
277;  jri:  s.  narrates,  describes,  5.  317; 
2>r.  pi.  imagine,  discourse,  JF  261 ;  pp. 
described  to,  told,  R.  476. 

Devysing,  s.  arrangement,  A  2496. 

Dewe,  adj.  due,  I  867. 

Dextrer,  s.  a  courser,  war-horse,  B  2103. 
Fr.  destrier,  a  war-horse.  Low  Lat. 
dextrarius.  The  squii-e  rode  his  own 
horse,  and  led  his  master's  horse 
beside  him,  on  his  right  hand. 

Deye,  s.  dairywoman,  B  4036.  Icel. 
dcirija. 

Deye,  v.  die,  5.  469,  651 ;  Dej-de,  jyt.  s.  A 
2846  ;  Deyed,  i>p.  E.  456  ;  Dcyde,  pt.  s. 
siibj.  should  die,  A  34.!7. 

Deyen,  (jer.  to  dye,  to  dip,  B  4.  m  6.  14. 

Deyinge,  .«.  death,  B  1850  ;  lay  on  deyitKj, 
lay  a-dyiug,  B  3906. 

Deyne,  v.  deign,  7.  231 ;  Dejiieth  him, 
jyr.  s.  he  deigns,  7.  181  ;  L.  395 ;  hiw 
deyned,  he  deigned,  B  3324,  4371  ;  hir 
deyned,  she  deigned,  4.  39. 


Deynous,  adj.  scornful,  A  3941. 
Deyntee,  «.   woi-th,  value,  D  208;   took- 

l"s»e  d.  for,  set  less  value  on,    7.    143 ; 

a  peculiar  pleasure,   B   139  :    i>leasure, 

F681,  1003;  Deyntees,/)^.  dainties,  A  346. 
Deyntee.  s.  as  adj.  dainty,  pleasant,  rare, 

T.  V.  438  ;  good,  A  168. 
Deyntevous,  adj.  dainty,  E  265. 
Deys,  *.  dais,  platform,   the  high  table 

in  a  dining-hall,  A  370,  22(x). 
Diademe.  s.  diadem,  cro^v•n  of  an  cm- 

IxTor,  14.  7. 
Diapred,  pp.  as  adj.   variegated,   diver- 

siHcd  with  figures,  A  2158. 
Dich,  s.  ditch,  A  3964. 
Dichen,  v.  make  a  dyke  round.  L.  708 ; 

jip.  provided  with  a  moat,  A  1888. 
Dide,  Didest ;  see  Doon. 
Diete,  s.  diet,  daily  food,  A  435. 
DifFamacioun,  s  defamation,  D  1304. 
DifTame,  s.  ill  report,  E  540,  730. 
Diffame,  r/er.  to  dishonour,  HF.  1581 ;  v. 

cry  down,  D  2212. 
Dilfinicioun,  s.  clear  exposition,  D  25. 
Diffinisshe,  x»'-  *•  stibj.  define,    B   5.  p 

I.  3^). 
Diifinitif,  adj.  definite,  final,  C  172. 
Diffusioun,  s.  prolixity,  T.  iii.  296. 
Diffye,  i  jtr.  .<>.  defy,  spurn,  D  1928. 
Diffyne,  (/er.  define,  state  clearly,  5.  529  ;. 

2  pr.  pi.  conclude,  HF.  344. 
Digestible,  adj.  easy  to  be  digested,  A 

4.^7- 

Dighte,  V.  prepare,  L.  1288 ;  prepare 
(himself),  L.  1000 ;  Dighte  me,  j)repare 
myself  to  go,  B  3104  ;  ordain,  place. 
T.'iv.  1188;  lie  with,  D  767;  p^  s.  reft. 
hastened,  betook  himself,  T.  ii.  948 ; 
lay  with,  D  398 ;  Dight,  jy>.  arrayed, 
equipped,  T.  iii.  1773;  served,  H  312; 
prepared,  R.  941  ;  prepared  him  to  go, 
B  3719 ;  Dighte,  pj}.  pi.  prepared,  L. 
261 1.     A.  S.  dihtan  :  from  Lat.  dictare. 

Digne,  adj.  worthy,  T.  i.  429  ;  honourable, 
noble,  B  1175,  C  695;  suitable,  B  77S  ; 
proud,  disdainful,  A  517  ;  scornful,  re- 
pellent, A  3964. 

Dignely,  adv.  scornfully.  T.  ii.  1024. 

Dignitee,  s.  worth,  dignity,  C  701,  782; 
rank,  E  470.  Dignity,  in  astrology, 
signifies  the  advantages  which  a  planet 
has  when  in  a  particular  position  in 
the  zodiac,  or  in  a  particular  position 
with  regard  to  other  jilanots  (Bailey;. 

Dilatacioun,  s.  diffuseuess,  B  232. 

Diluge,  s.  deluge,  I  839. 

Dint,  s.  stroke.  HF.  534. 

Direct,  adj.  directed,  addressed,  18.  75; 
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in  directe,  in  a  liiie  with,  A.  ii.  4.4.  26. 
A  planet's   motion  is   direct   when   it 
moves   in   the   same   direction   as   the 
sun  in  the  zodiac. 
Directe,  i  j)a  s.  address,  T.  v.  1856. 
Disavauncs,  r.  defeat,  T.  ii.  511. 
Disaventure,  s.  misfortune,  T.  ii.  415. 
Disblameth,    hiqy.  j>?.    free   (me)  from. 

hlame,  T.  ii.  17. 
Disceyving,  s.  deception,  E.  1590. 
Dischsvele,  adj.  with  (his  hair  hanging 
loosely  do\vn,  A  683  ;  with  hair  in  dis- 
order, L.  1 3 15. 
Disciplyne,   s.    bodily    mortification,   I 

1052. 
Disclaundre,   s.   reproach,    T.    iv.   564 : 

slander,  I  Oj^. 
Disconfiture,  s.   defeat.  A   1008 ;    grief, 

-  3.-6. 
Discoiifort,   s.  discouriigement,  discom- 
fort. A  2010;  grief,  woe,  T.  iv.  311. 
Disconfort2n,  r.  discourage,  A  2704. 
Discordable,  discordant,  T.  iii.  1753. 
Discordances,  «.  pi.  discords,  I  2ys;. 
Discorden,  pr.  pi.  disagree,    B  4.  p  6. 

208. 
Discordinge,  adj.  different,  B  3.  p  2.  140. 

'Lat.  dissidentes.) 
Discovered,  pp.  revealed,  G  1468. 
Discovert,  pip.  uncovered  ;    at  d.,  when 

unprotected,  I  714. 
Discryve,  r.  describe,  T.  v.  267;  Discreven, 

V.  T.  iv.  802. 
Discure,  v.  reveal,  discover,  3.  549. 
Discussed,  pp.  discussed,  5.  624 ;  driven 

away,  B  i.  m  3.  i. 
Disdeyn,  s.  disdain,  E.  296. 
Disencreseth,  jyi:  s.   decreases,   B  5.   p 

6.  85. 
Disese,  s.   discomfort,    grief,   misery,  4. 
216.  2yy  ;  T.  ii.  987;  sorrow,  7.  226;  dis-, 
pleasure,  T.  ii.  147;  disease,  ill,  HF.  89; 
inconvenience,  I  6<x) ;  distress,  B  616  ; 
unrest,  F  1314. 
Disesen,  .r/ej-.  to  trouble,  T.  iii.  1468 ;  v. 

vex,  T.  iv.  1304  ;  distress,  T.  i.  573. 
Disesperat,  adj.  without  hope,  HF.  2015. 
Disfigurat,  adj.  di.sguiscd,  5.  222. 
Disfigure,  s.  disfigurement,  D  96<i. 
Disfigure,    v.    disguise,    L.     2046 ;    pp. 

changed,  A  1403. 
Disgressioun,  digression,  T,  i.  143. 
Disgyse,  f/er.  to  disguise,  T.  v.  1577. 
Disherited,  pp.  disinherited,   deprived, 

L.  1065. 
Dish-metes,  jil.  spoon-meat,  broth,  I  455. 
Dishone.st,  adj.  unfaithful,  H  214  :  Dis- 
honeste,  shameful,  E  876. 


Disjoynt,  ,9.  failure,  A  2962 ;  difficult 
position,  B  1601  ;  dot.  peril,  T.  iii.  496, 
V.  1618. 

Dismal,  s.  unlucky  day,  3.  1206. 

Dismembred,  jH.pl.  dismembered,  I  591. 

Dismembringe,  s.  dismembering,  I  591. 

Disobeysaunt,  adj.  disobedient,  5.  429. 

Disordenaunce,  s.  violation  of  rules, 
HF.  27. 

Disparage,  s.  disgrace,  E  908. 

Disparage,  t:  dishonour,  A  4271  ;  pp. 
misalliod,  T>  1069. 

Dispeire  yow,  fmj).  pi.  despair,  E  1669. 

Dispence,  s.  expenditure,  expense,  A 
441;  wliat  I  spend,  D  1432;  cost,  B 
1195;  lavish  help,  HF.  260;  Dispenses, 
X>1.  expenses,  R.  1144. 

Dispende,  v.  spend,  B  3500;  pp.  sj^ent, 
sliared,  B  2560. 

Dispeyred,  adj.  despairing,  F  1084. 

Dispitous,  adj.  spiteful,  E.  15C) ;  T.  iii. 
1458 ;  grievous,  sad,  T.  v.  199  ;  Dis- 
pit6ust',  voc.  pitiless,  T.  ii.  435 ;  def. 
fern,  cruel,  3.  624. 

Dispitously,  adv.  angrily,  A  1124  ;^ spite- 
fully, T.  V.  i8c}6;  cruelly,  HF.  i6r. 

Displesant,  adj.  displeasing,  I  544,  697. 

Displesaunce,  s.  displeasiirc,  T.  iii.  480; 
offence,  C  74  ;  Displesances,  pi.  annoy- 
ances, C  42a 

Dispone,  imp.  s.  dispose,  T.  v.  300 ;  pr.  s. 
disposes,  orders,  regulates,  B  4.  p  6.  60. 

Disport,  s.  sport,  pleasantry,  A  137,  775 ; 
amusement,  diversioun,  D  839 ;  pleasure, 
B  143  ;  sport,  4.  177. 

Disporte,  ger.  to  amuse,  HF.  571 ;  to 
exhilarate,  T.  ii.  1673 ;  v.  cheer,  T.  iii. 
1 133  ;  j)>\  2^1.  sporti,  play,  E  2040. 

Disposed,  pt.  s.  purposed,  E  244 ;  j5j). 
disposed,  T.  ii.  682  ;  ready,  T.  iv.  230  ; 
wcl  d.,  in  good  health  (the  reverse  of 
ind i,i2)aied\  H  33. 

Disposicioun,  «.  disposal,  T.  ii.  526,  v.  2  ; 
position,  A  1087 ;  frame  of  mind,  B 
2326. 

Dispoylinge,  .s.  spoil,  B  4.  m  7.  32. 

Dispreisen,  yfr.  to  disparage,  R.  1053  ; 
V.  blame,  B  2261  ;  x>>'^-  Pt.  depreciating, 
B  2741. 

Dispreisinge,  8.  blame,  I  497  ;  contempt, 
B  2870. 

Disputisoun,  s.  argument,  E  1474  ;  dis- 
pute, B  4428,  F  89*). 

Dispyt,  s.  despite,  scorn,  L.  1822 ;  dis- 
dain, HF.  1 716;  vexation,  R.  1487;  in 
d.  of,  in  spite  of,  HF.  1668. 

Disserveth,  pr.  s.  deserves,  I  756. 
Dissever,  v.  part,  2.  115;   17.  15;  ger.  to 
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part,  G  875  ;  2'P-  separated,  B  4.  \>  }. 
19. 

Disseveraunce,  s.  severiup,  B  3.  p  u.  64. 

Disshevele,  adj.  with  luiir  flowing  clown, 
5.  i,<5.     Sue  Dischevele. 

Dissimulen,  c.  clissimuliitc,  T.  i.  322,  iii. 
4,U. 

Dissimulinge,  *.  dissimulation,  dis- 
sembling, T.  V.  1613,  G  1073. 

Dissimulour,  s.  dissembler,  B  4418. 

Disslaundred,  ;>^j.  defamed,  L.  1031. 

Dissolveth,  j</\  ».  puts  an  entl  to,  B  2. 

V  ,^-  9-- 
Distantz,  adj.  pi.  distant ;  evene  distantz, 

equidistant,  A.  i,  17.  52. 
Distemperaunce,  s.  inclemency,  I  421. 
Distempre,  cic^.  distempered,  furious,  B 

4.  P  3-  i-'5- 
Distempre,   v.  vex,   B  2426 ;    imp.  s.  be 

out  of  temper,  D  2195. 
Disteyne,  v.  stain,  bedim,  dull,  L.  2^S- 
Distiiig-wed,pj).  distinguished,  B  2.  p 5.  75. 
Distourbe,  v.  disturb,  T.   iv.   563  ;    (to) 

interfere  with,  T.  iv.  934  ;  prevent,  T. 

iv,  H03.     See  Destourbe. 
Distreyne,   v.    constrain,    A    1816 ;     get 

into  hia  grasp,  clutch,  20,   8 ;    imp.   s. 
•    constrain,  T.  v,  596  ;  Distreyneth,  pi-,  s. 

secures,  clutches,  grasps,  5.  337  ;  afHicts, 

¥  820 ;  2>P-  misled,  T.  ii.  840 ;  assessed, 

taxed,  I  y-;2. 
Disturbed,  2>p.  altered,  T.  ii,  622. 
Disturne,  r,  turn  aside,  T.  iii.  718. 
Ditee,  s.  ditty,  song,  B  3.  p  i.  2  ;  2>l-  HF. 

622.     See  Dyte. 
^     Diurne,  adj.  diurnal,  E  1795. 

Divers,  adj.  diverse,  various,  3.  653  ;  daf. 

ditferent,  2.  17. 
Diversely,   adv.  in    tliffereut   ways,  E. 

1629, 
Diversitee,  s.  variety,  T.  v,  1793. 
Divinistre,  s,  theologian,  A  281 1, 
Divisioun,  s.  distinction,   A  1781  ;    dif- 
ference,   10.  ii  ;    of  viy  d.,  under  my 

influence,  4.  273, 
Divynailes,  jH.  divinations,  I  605. 
Divynen,   v.  guess,  T.  iii,  458 ;    i  pr.   n. 

declare,  12.  19;  j^res.  jit.  guessing,  A  2515, 
Divyninge,  s.  opinion,  A  2521. 
Divynis,  i>l.  theologijins,  A  1323, 
Divynour,   s.'  seer,   soothsaj-er,    B   5,   y 

?,■  M9. 

Do  ;  see  Doon, 

Doctour,  s.  doctor,  A  411  ;  (i.e.  St.  Au- 
gustine), C  117;  theologian,  I  85;  pi. 
teachers,  D  1648. 

Dogerel,  adj.  doggrel,  B  2115. 

Dogge,  s.  dog,  D  1369,  E  2014. 


Doghtsr,  s.  daughter,  L.  114;  B  151; 
Doghtrcn,  2'1-  L.  1963;  Doughtren,  j>^ 
T,  iv.  22, 

Doinges,  j>?.  deeds,  L.  1681, 

Doke,  8.  duck,  5.  498,  589  ;  A  3376. 

Dokke,  s.  doek  (plant  1,  T,  iv,  401, 

Dokked,  })p.  cut  short,  A  5<)<). 

Dolve,  Dolven  :  see  Delve. 

Domb,  lid  J.  dumb,  HF.  65'!, 

Domesday,  s.  doom's  day,  HF,  1284. 

Domesman,  s.  judge,  B  3'<8o,  I  594. 

Dominacioun,  s.  power,  A  2758 ;  do- 
miuiim,  C  560;  chief  influence,  F  352  ; 
supremacy,  H  181. 

Domimtts;  see  Corpus. 

Domtis  Dedali,  the  labyrinth  of  Daedalus, 
HF.  1920. 

Don,  imp.  s.  don,  put  on,  T.  ii.  954. 

Don,  Done  ;  see  Doon. 

Dong-carte,  *.  dung-can.  B  4226. 

Dongeoun,  s.  keep-tower,  A  1037. 

Donn3,  adj.  pi.  dun,  dusky,  T,  ii.  908  j 
dun-coloured,  5.  334. 

Doom,  s.  judgement,  F  928  ;  opinion,  P 
3127;  sentence,  decision:  hir  d.,  the 
decision  passed  on  them,  5,  308  ;  Dome, 
dat.  opinion,  T.  i,  kx)  ;  judgement,  HF. 
1905  ;  C  6}-;  ;  to  my  d.,  in  my  opinion,  R. 
901  ;  stonde  to  the  d.,  abide  by  the  de- 
cision, 5.  546 ;  Domes,  jil.  judgements, 

A  3-^3- 
Doon,  v.  do,  execute,  A  960 ;  do,  3.  194 ; 
act,  B  9<) ;  cause,  B  3618  ;  doo7i  iis  honge, 
cause  us  to  be  hung,  C  790 ;  don  her 
companye,  accompany  her,  4.  125;  leet 
don  cryen.  cai^sed  to  he  cried,  F  46  ;  Do, 
V.  cause,  T,  iv.  1683 ;  use,  B  2204  ;  fulfil, 
B  1653 ;  make,  3.  145 ;  do  toerche,  cause 
to  be  built,  Gr  545  ;  Done,  ye):  to  do,  T. 
i.  1026  ;  what  to  done,  what  is  to  be  done, 
3.  689  ;  for  to  done,  a  fit  thing  to  do,  1 62  ; 
to  be  done,  L.  1597  ;  Doon,  ger.  to  do,  A 
78,  768  ;  to  commit,  I  90  ;  to  cause,  E. 
1178  ;  to  force,  5.  221  ;  to  don,  from  doing, 
B  4.  p  6.  323  ;  Do,  ger.  to  make,  3.  1260  ; 
to  cause,  T.  ii.  1022  ;  to  commit,  I  129  ; 
Doost,  2  jf-  *•  makest,  C  312;  Dostow, 
doest  thou,  L.  315  ;  Dooth,  pr.  g.  cause.s, 
A  2396  ;  Doth,  pr.  s.  makes,  2.  7  ;  causes, 
6.  21  ;  Doth  forth,  continues,  E  1015  ; 
Doon,  jyr.  pi.  do,  A  268  ;  Do,  imj).  s.  make, 
H  12  ;  bring  (it)  about,  A  2405  ;  cause,  G- 
32 ;  do  hange,  cause  me  to  be  hung,  G 1029 ; 
do  fecche,  cause  to  bo  fetched,  B  662 ;  do 
Key,  put  away,  lay  aside,  G  487 :  take 
away,  A  3287;  do  stryken  hir  out,  cause 
her  to  be  struck  out.  D  1364  ;  do  come, 
cavftie  to  come,  B  2035 ;  Dooth,  imp.  pi.  do 
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ve,  C  745,  I  105  ;  asdooth,  pray  ilo,  F  458  ; 
bidest/a  pt.  s.  didst,  T.  iii.  ,^63  ;  Dide, 
pt.  s.  did,  3.  373  ;  caused,  K.  607  ;  put  on, 
B  2047  ;  titV/e  hem  drawe,  caused  to  be 
drawn,  B  1823  :  dide  don  sleen,  caused  to 
be  slain,  caused  (men)  to  have  them 
slain  (sleen,  lilce  (7ow,  is  in  the  iufin. 
mood),  D  2042  ;  dide  of,  took  off,  3.  516  ; 
Dide,  2)f.  s.  stibj.  should  do,  F  1404  ; 
Diden.  jft.  pi.  made,  22.  28  ;  j><.  jA.  suhj. 
should  do,  L.  723 ;  Doon,  j>j>.  done, 
I.  54  ;  past,  ended,  3.  40  ;  doon  to  dethe, 
done  to  death,  L.  889 ;  doon  make, 
caused  to  be  made,  E  253  ;  hath  doon 
yoio  kf'pt,  has  caused  you  to  be  pre- 
served, E  1098  ;  doon  ther  urite,  caused 
to  be  written  (or  described  there),  E. 
413;  don  to  dye,  done  to  death,  murdered, 
B.  1063  ;  Do,  2W-  done,  L.  957  ;  ended,  E 
2440. 

Dore,  s.  door,  E.  537,  A  550  ;  out  at  d.,  out 
of  doors,  D  1757,  H  306. 

Dormant:  table  dormant,  a  permanent 
side-table.  A  353. 

Dorre,  Dorring  ;  see  Durre,  Durring. 

Dorste  :  see  Dar. 

Dortoiir,  s.  dormitory,  D  1855. 

Doseyn,  .«.  a  dozeu,  A  578. 

Dossers,  2>l'  baskets  to  carry  on  the  back, 
HF.  1940. 

Bestow,  doest  thou,  D  239. 

Dotard,  adj.  foolish,  D  291. 

Dote,  V.  dote,  grow  foolish,  L.  261  a ; 
Doten,  act  foolishly,  G  983. 

Doth,  pr.  s.  causes,  E.  389  ;  Doth  .  . .  carie, 
causes  to  be  carried,  A  3410;  makes,  F 
1257  ;  imj).  pi.  do  ye,  B  2785.     See  Doou. 

Doulale,  adj.  twofold,  4.  109 ;  deceitful, 
HF.  285. 

Doublenesse,  s.  duplicity,  7.  159 ;  9.  63. 

Doucet,  adj.  dulcet,  i.  e.  dulcet  (pipe), 
.sweet-sounding  (pipej,  HF.  1221. 

Doughter.  .9.  daughter,  T.  iii.  3 ;  Dougli- 
trtn,  pi.  T.  iv.  22. 

Doumb,  adj.  durub,  A  774. 

Doun.  8.  down,  soft  feathers,  9.  45. 

Doun,  adv.  down,  F  323 ;  t/j)  and  doun,  in 
all  directions,  in  all  ways,  B  53. 

Doune,  dat.  down,  hill,  B  ig&\. 

Dounere,  adv.  more  downward,  A.  ii.  12, 
22. 

Doun-right,  adv.  at  once,  H  228. 

Dounward,  adv.  outward,  southward,  A. 
ii,  40.  63. 

Doutance,  f.  doubt,  T.  iv.  963  ;  pi.  per- 
plfxities.  T.  i.  20»). 

Doute,  «•  iloubt,  I.  25  ;  fear,  F  1096,  I  91  ; 
peril,  L.  1613  j  suspense,  E  1721;  lack, 


T.  ii.  ^66  ;  out  of  doute,  doubtless,  A  487  ; 
sans  d.,  -without  doubt,  D  1838;  ii-ith- 
oiiten  d.,  certainly,  L.  383. 

Doutelees,  adv.  without  doubt,  certainly, 
T.  ii.  494  ;  A  1831. 

Douten,  v.  fear,  I  648  ;  pr.  s.  fearg,  I  953 ; 
Douteth,  imp.  pZ.  fear,  "T.  i.  683. 

Doutous,  adj.  doubtful,  T.  iv.  992. 

D'outremere,  adj.  from  beyond  the  seas, 
foreign,  imported,  3.  253. 

Douve.  s.  dove,  5.  341 ;  pigeon,  C  397. 

Dowaire,  c^.  dower,  E  848. 

Dowe,  I  J)/:  s.  grant,  give,  T.  v.  230. 

Dowve  ;  see  Douve. 

Dradde  :  see  Drede. 

Draf,  s.  draff,  refuse  (of  com),  chaff,  I  35 ; 
L.  312  a. 

Draf-sek,  s.  sack  full  of  '  draff,'  A  4206. 

Dragges,  jjZ.  digestive  sweetmeats,  A 
426  I  in  MS.  Harl.  only  ;  other  MSS.  have 
drof/tjes). 

Dragomi,  s.  dragon,  L.  1430,  1581  ;  tail  of 
the  dr.,  the  Dragon's  tail,  A.  ii.  4.  36; 
the  point  where  a  planet  (esp.  the  moon) 
passed  from  thenorthern  tothe  soiithern 
side  of  the  ecliptic.  (The  opposite  node 
was  called  the  Dragon's  Head. ) 

Drasty,  adj.  filthy,  wortliless,  B  2113,  2120. 
Cf.  A.  S.  dresten,  dcerstan,  dregs. 

Drat,  pr.  s.  of  Drede. 

Draught  (of  drinkj,  L.  2667 ;  move  at 
chess,  3.  682, 

Drawe,  v.  draw,  incline,  E  314  ;  dr.  him, 
withdraw  himself,  F355  ;  bring  forward, 
E.  6  ;  v.  attract,  E.  1183  ;  recall,  A  2074  ; 
f/er.  to  draw,  to  carry,  A  1416  ;  to  bring 
back,  I  239  ;  Draweth  along,  pr.  s.  pro- 
longs, B  I.  m  I.  32  (LaX.  ijrotrahit);  pr. 
2)1.  rejl.  withdraw  themselves,  P  252 ; 
Drough,  pt.  s.  drew,  A  4304  ;  drew  along, 
T.  V.  1558 ;  rejt.  drew  himself,  approached, 
B  1710  ;  Drow,  pt.  s.  drew,  B  3292  ;  drew 
near,  D  993  ;  moved  (as  the  sun),  5.  490 ; 
hoisted,  L.  1563  ;  Drew,  jj(.  s.  attracted, 
3.  864  ;  droxve  to  record,  didst  bring  to 
witness,  16.  22  ;  Drowe,  pt.  pi.  drew,  E. 
1678 ;  Drawe,  pp.  drawn,  T.  iii.  674  ; 
pres.  part,  resorting,  B  1217. 

Drecche,  c.  be  tedious,  T.  ii.  1264 :  ger.  to 
vex,  T.  ii.  1471  ;  2  pr.  pi.  tarry,  T.  iv. 
1446  ;  pp.  vexed,  tronble<f,  B  4077. 

Drecchinge,  s.  prolonging,  I  1000; 
Drecching,  delay,  T.  iii.  853. 

Drede,  ■''.  dread,  fear,  A  1998;  uncertainty, 
17.  28  ;  doubt,  5.  52  ;  it  is  no  drede,  with- 
out doubt.  B  869,  E  1 155  ;  out  of  drede^ 
without  doubt,  E  634  ;  pi,  fears,  T.  i< 
463. 
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Drede,  v.  dreud,  tear,  i.  -6  ;  rejl.  dread, 
A  660 ;  ger.  to  be  dreadetl,  to  be  feared, 
B  4253  ;  Drat,  pr.  s.  dreadetb,  dreads,  T. 
iii.  328  ;  Dredde,  i  pt.  a.  was  afraid,  T.  ii. 
482  ;  Dradde,  pt.  8.  feared,  B  3402 ; 
Dradde  bim,  was  afraid,  B  3918  ;  Drad- 
den,  pt.  pi.  Cr  15  ;  Drad,  jy).  E  69. 
Dredeles,  adj.  fearless,  B  3.  m  12.  11. 
Dredeles,  adi:  without  doubt,  certainly, 

3.  704. 
Dredful,   adj.  terrible,   B  3558;    fearful, 

timid.  L.  109  ;  cautious,  A  1479. 
Dredfully,  adi:  timidly,  X-  ii-  "28. 
Dreint,  -e  :  see  Drenchen. 
Dremed  me.pt.  s.  I  dreamt,  E.  51. 
Dreminges,  pi.  dreams,  B  4280. 
Drenchen,  (i)  ger.   to   drown,   A  3617 ;  I 
Drenclie,    v.    drown,    HF.    205 ;    do  me 
drenche,  make  (mem  drown  me,  cause 
me  to  be  drowned,  E  2201  :  Drenchen  (2) 
V.  be  drowned,  A  3521 ;  be  overwhelmed, 
L.  2919  ;  pr.  s.  swamps,  I  363 ;  Dreinte, 
pt.  s.  (i)  drowned,  3.  72  ;  Drej-nte,  pt.  s. 
drowned,  I  839 ;  Dreynte,  pt.  s.  (2)  was 
drowned,  B  923  ;  Drej-nte,  2  pt.  pi.  were 
drowned,  T.  iv.  930  ;  pt.  pA.  drowned,  F 
1378  ;  Drenched,  p>p.  dro^\-ned,  L.  2178  ; 
Dreynt,  pp.  3.  148  ;  Drej-nte,  pp.  as  de/. 
adj.  drowned,  B  69  ;  JW-  pf-  I^i^-  -33- 
Drenching,  s.  di-owning,  A  2456,  B  485. 
Drerinesse,  s.  sailness,  T.  i,  701. 
Drery,  adj.  sad,  E  514  ;  terrified,  L.  810. 
Dresse,  v.  direct,  14.  3  ;  dispose,  get  ready, 
T.  ii.  71  ;  prepare,  E  1049  !  set  in  order, 
A  106 ;  c.  reji.  address  oneself,  E  1007 ; 
direct  himself,  go,  A  3468 ;  direct  myself, 
R.  1 10 ;  address  himself,  direct  himself 
{or  perhaps,   mount  1,  T.  v.  37 ;    Dresse 
her,  settle  herself,  L,  804  ;  Dresse,  ger. 
to  direct,  B  2308  ;  ger.  refl.  prepare  him- 
self, T.  V.  270  ;  prepare,  5.  88 ;  pt.  s.  reJi. 
raised  himself,  T.  iii.   71  :  took  xip   his 
station,   A  3358 ;    pp.  arrayed,  E  2361 ; 
prepaied,  5.  065. 
Dreye,  adj.  dry,  A  3024  ;  as  s.,  5.  380. 
Dreyeth,  pr.  s.  dries  up,  drains,  I  iS48. 
Dreynt.  -e  :  see  Drenche. 
Drogges,  pi.  drugs,  A  426. 
Drogh  :  sec  Drawe, 
Droghte.  ^«.  drought,  A  2,  595. 
Dronkele'we,  adj.  addicted  to  drink,  B 

2383,  C  495,  D  2043. 
Drough.  pt.  s.  o/ Drawe. 
Droughte,  s.  thirst  (siti),  B  2.  p  7.  44. 
Drouped,  pt.  s.  were  draggled,  A  107. 
Drovy,  adj.  dirty,  niuddj-,  I  816. 
Drow,  -e  ;  see  Drawe. 
Druerye,  s.  affection,  R.  844. 


Drugge,  ger.  to  drudge,  A  1416. 
Drunken,  adj.  causing  drunkenness,   5. 

181. 
Drye,  ger.  to  endure,  T.  v.  42 ;  v.  suffer, 

endure,  4.  251. 
Dryve,  v.  drive,  P  183 ;  hasten,  D  i(k)4  ; 

whirl  round,  10.  46  ;   pass  away,  T.  v. 

394;    dryve   away,    pass    away,    C  628; 

Drj-veth  forth,  pr.  s.  continues,  goes  on 

with,  T.  i,   1092  ;  Drj'fth,  j>/'.  s.  impels, 

T.  V.  1332  ;  Drjven  (;the  day),  p/-.j^?.  pass 

(the  day),  L.  2620 ;  Droof,  pt.  s.  drove, 

brought,  T.  v.  475  ;  incited,  T.  iii.  994  ; 

Drive,  /'j>.   driven,   passed  away,  T.  v. 

389  ;  completed,  F  1230. 
Duetee,  s.  duty,  A  3060 ;    debt,  D   1391  ; 

sum  due,  D  1352. 
Dulcarnon,  s.  an  inexplicable  dilemma, 

one's  wit's  end,  T.  iii.  931. 
Dulle,  ger.  to  feel  dull,  T.  ii.  1035  ;  makes 

dull,  stupefies,  Gr  1073,  1172  ;  Dulled,  j>2>. 

made  of  none  effect,  I  233. 
Dun,  adj.  swarthy,  R.  1213  ;   Donne,  i>Z. 

dusky,  T.  ii.  908  ;  dun-coloured,  5.  334. 
Dun,  s.  the  dun  horse,  H  5.     '  Dun  is  in 

the  mire  '  is  the  name  of  an  olel  rustic 

game. 
Dungeoun,  s.  keep-tower,  chief  castle,  L. 

Dure,  I',  last,  endure,  A  2770 ;  remain,  A 
123O  ;  live,  T.  iv.  765  ;  continue,  F  836. 

Duresse,  *.  hardship,  T.  v.  399. 

Durre,  ger.  to  dare  (to  do),  T.  v.  840.  See 
Burren  in  Stratmann  ;  and  see  Dar. 

Durring,  s.  daring,  bravei'y ;  d.  don. 
daring  to  do,  courage  to  execute,  T.  v. 

837. 
Durste  ;  see  Dar. 
Dusked,  pt.  jd.  grew  dim,  A  2806. 
Dwale.  .•*.  soporific  drink,  A  4161. 
Dwelle,  r.  remain,  A  1661  ;  tarry,  stay,  3. 

712  ;  ger.  to  delay,  HF.  2^2  :  Dwelled,  j>>). 

dw«lt,  A  1228  ;  imj).  s.  remain,  T.  iv.  1449. 
Dwellinges,  s.  jA.  delays,  B  i.  m  i.  33 

I  Lat.  )iioras\ 
Dwyned.  ]>j\  as  adj.  dwindled.  R.  360. 
Dy,  sav  ;  Je  vuus  dy,  I  teU  vou,  D  18^2, 

1833. ' 
Dye,  V.  die,  2.  7  :  ger.  to  die,  B  114  :  Dydc, 

pit.   s.    died,    HF.    106,    380 ;  pt.  s.  suhj. 

would  die,  D  965.     See  Deye. 
Dyen,  ger.  to  dye,  B  4648. 
Dyere;  *.  dyer,  A  362. 
Dyinge,  ^(.  death,  B  3073. 
Dyke,  r.  to  make  dikes  or  ditches,  A  •.}6. 
Dys,  pi.  dice,  A  1238.     See  Dees. 
Dyts,  s.  ditty,  2}.  16.     See  Ditee. 
Dyverseth.  pr.  s,  varies,  T.  iii.  1752. 
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E. 

Ebbe,  s.  low  water,  F  2^9. 

Ebben,  v.  ebb,  T.  iv.  1145. 

Ecclesiaste,  s.  minister,  A  708. 

Ech,  arfj.  each,  A  39,  ^6(). 

Eche,  V.  increase,  augment,  T.  i.  887,  iii. 

151X) ;  f/er.  enlarge,  add  to,  HF.  2065. 
Echines,  s.  id.  sea-urchins,  B  3.  ni  8.  20 

I  Lat.  echinis). 
Echoon,    each     one,    L.    290 ;     A    2655 ; 

Echone,  ^?.  (?),  all,  everj'  one,  C  113. 
Edified,  pp-  built  np,  B  4.  i>  6.  284. 
Eek,  adc.  also,  eke,  moreover,  A  5,  41. 
Eem,  s.  uncle,  T.  i.  1022.     A.  S.  earn. 
Eest,  adv.  eastward,  3.  88. 
Eet,  -e  ;  see  Ete. 
Effect,  «.  deed,  reality,  T.  i.  748 ;  result, 

HF.   5;    Thefifect  {fur  the   effect),  the 

sequel,    L.    622  ;    in    effect,    in   fact,    in 

reality,  in  practice,  A  319. 
Eft,  adv.  again,  A  1669  ;  another  time,  3. 

4i- 

Eft-sone,  adv.  soon  after,  G  1288;  im- 
mediately afterwards,  I  89 ;  soon  after 
this,  H  65  ;  hereafter,  Gr  933 ;  again,  B 
909  ;  Eftsones,  adv.  very  soon,  L.  2322, 

Egal,  adj.  equal,  T.  iii.  137. 

Egal,  adc.  equally,  T.  iv.  660. 

Egalitee,  s.  e(iuality,  I  949. 

Egaly,  adv.  equably,  B  2.  p  4.  141  ;  im- 
partiallj',  B  5.  p  3.  142. 

Egge,  s.  edge,  sharp  side,  T.  iv.  927;  sword, 
9.  19. 

Eggeth,  pr.  s.  incites,  E.  182. 

Eggement,  s.  instigation,  incitement,  B 
842. 

Egging,  s.  instigation,  E  2135. 

Egle,  s.  eagle,  HF.  409. 

Egre,  adj.  sharp,  sour,  R.  217  ;  bitter,  B 
2367  ;  keen,  I  117. 

Egremoine,  s.  agrimony,  G  800. 

Egren,  v.  incite  (lit.  make  eager),  B  4. 
P  6.  335- 

Eights,  eighth,  F  1280. 

Eigbtetene,  eighteen,  A  3223. 

Eightetetbe,  ord.  adj.  eighteenth,  B  5. 

Eir,  s.  air,  A  1246,  3473. 

Eisel,  s.  vinegar,  R.  217. 

Ekko,  s.  echo,  E  1189. 

Elde,  s.  old  age,  age,  T  ii.  393,  399  ;  long 
lapse  of  time,  7.  12. 

Elde,  V.  grow  old,  R.  396 ;  jj?*.  s.  ages, 
makes  old,  R.  391. 

Elder,  adj.  older,  B  1720,  3450. 

Elder-fader,  s.  grandfather,  B  2,   p   4, 

■SO. 

Eldres,  pi.  ancestors,  B  3388. 


Eleccioun,  s.  choice,  5.  409,  62  r ;  election 

iin  astrology),  B  312. 
Elsnge,  adj.  miserable,  B  1412,  D  1199. 
Elevat,  pp.  elevated,  A.  ii.  23.  39. 
Elf-queen,  ft.  fairy-queen,  B  1978,  D  860. 
Ellebor,  *>.  hellebore,  Hellcborns  nUjer,  B 

4'54- 
Elles,  adv.  else,  otherwise,  3.  997 ;   cUes 

god  forbede,    Grod  forbid  it  should  be 

otherwise,  G  1046. 
Elongacioun,  s.  angular  distance,  A.  ii. 

25.  66. 
Elvish,  adj.  elvish,  i.  e.  absent  in  demea- 
nour, B  1893  ;  foolish,  G  751,  842. 
Enibassadrye,  s.  embassy,   negociation, 

13  -'3,V 
Embavune,    v.    embalm,     L.     6j6 ;    pp. 

covered  with  balm,  R.  1663. 
Embelif,    adj.   oblique,  A.  i.    20.  3 ;    (as 

apiilied  to  angles)  acitte,  A.  ii.  26.  39. 

See  the  New  E.  Diet. 
Embelised,  pp.  beautified,  B  2.  p  5.  75. 
Embosed,  pp.  plunged  deeply  into  the 

thicliet,  quite  hidden,  3.  353. 
Embracinge,  s.  embrace,  I  944. 
Embrouded,  pp.  embroidered,  adorned, 

A  8(). 
Embroudinge,  s.  embroidery,  I  417. 
Embusshements,  pi.  ambuscades,  B  2509. 
Emeraude,  s.  emerald,  B  1799. 
Ernes,  (jen.  uncle's,  T.  ii.  466.     See  Eem. 
Emforth,  prep,  as  far  as  extends,  to  the 

extent   of,   A  2235.     Em-  is  from  A.  S. 

emn,  for  efen,  even. 
Emisperies,  s.  pd.  hemispheres,  A.  i.  18.  9. 
Empeireden,  pd.  pd.  made  worse,  B  2209. 
Emplastre,  2  pir.  pi.  plaster  over,  bedaub, 

E  2207. 
Empoisoned,  pp.  poisoned,  B  2519,  3850. 
Empoisoning,  s.  ]roisoning,  C  891. 
Empoysoner,  «.  poisoner,  G  894. 
Emprenting,  *■.  impression,  F  834. 
Emprinteth,   imp.  pi.  impress,   E  1193; 

Emprented,j>jj.  imprinted,  F  831  ;  taken 

an  impression  of,  E  2117. 
Empryse,  s.  enterprise,  undertaking,  L. 

617,  1452. 
Bmpte,  V.  empty,  make  emjjty,  G  741  ; 

pp.  an  adj.  exhausted,  B  i.  p  i.  u) ;  worn 

out,  shrunken  (Lat.  effeto),  B  i.  m  i.  20. 
Enbasshinge,   s.  bewilderment,  amaze- 
ment, B  4.  p  I.  43. 
Enbatailled,  adj.  embattled,  E,  139. 
Enbibing,  s.  absorption,  G  814. 
Enbrace,  v.  embrace,  hold  firmly,  21.  ir  ; 

Enbraced,  pp.  surroundeil,  T.  v.  1S16. 
Enbrouden,  r.  embroider,  L.  2351 ;  pp. 

L.  119,  227. 
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Encens,  s.  incense,  A  2429.  1 

Encense,  v.  to  offer  incense,  G  395,  413-       ' 

Enchantours,  jd.  wizards,  I  603. 

Enchaufeth,  2>>'-  s.  burns,  B  5.  ni  1^.  19.        I 

Enchaunten,  c.  enchant,  T.  iv.  1^95.  ! 

Enchesouu,  s.  occasion,  reason,  B  2783  ; 
cans.',  T.  i.  681. 

Enclos.  2>P-  enclosed,  E.  138,  1652. 

Enclyning,  s.  inclination,  HF.  734.  *  I 

Encomberous,  adj.  cumbersome,  oppres-  ' 
si\e,  burdensome,  18.  42  ;  HF.  862. 

Encombraunce,  s.  encumbrance,  E  i960,  i 

Encombre,  r.  encumber,   L.   2006 ;   2}P- 
endangered,  stuck   fast,  A  508  ;    ham- 
pered,   E.    889 ;    hindered,   I  687 ;    em-  • 
barrassed,  weary,  A  718. 

Encorporing,  ,«.  incorporation,  G  815. 

Encrees.  5.  increase,  A  2184. 

Encrese,  v.  increase,  2.  103 ;  Encressed, 
2>1>.  E  408;  enriched,  B  1271. 

Endamagen,  v.  harm,  B  i.  ij  4-  91  ;  PP- 
compromised,  B  i.  p  i.  73. 

Ende,  s.  end,  A  15  ;  purpose,  B  481  ;  point, 

E-  97.^ 

Ended,  2U^-  finite,  B  2.  p  7.  113. 

Endelees,  adj.  infinite,  H  322. 

Endelong,  adv.  all  along,  A  2678  ;  length- 
\\ays,  A  1991. 

Endelong,  j»¥j).  all  along,  F  992  ;  along, 
L.  1408  :  down  along,  F  416. 

Endentinge,  s.  indentation,  I  417.  -Bn- 
dented  or  Indented  is  an  heraldic  term, 
signifying  notched  with  regiilar  and 
equal  indentations. 

Endere,  s.  cause  of  the  end,  A  2776  ;  i.  e. 
who  dost  end,  C  21S. 

Endetted,  pj).  indebted,  G  734. 

Ending-day,  s.  death-day,  18.  55. 

Enditements,  s.  pi.  indictments,  I  800. 

Endlang.  a<!v.  along,  lengthways.  See 
Endelong. 

Endouted,  2U>-  feared  (with  me),  E. 
ih64. 

Endyte,  v.  write,  dictate,  A  95,  325  ;  en- 
dite,  compose,  write,  L.  414,  2356  ;  re- 
late, G  80;  tell,  L.  i6;8;  indict,  B 
38:;8  :  2U^-  related,  B  3170. 

Endyting,  s.  composing,  i8.  77 ;  j:»?.  coni- 
jiMsitions,  I  1085. 

Eufamyned,  2}p-  starved,  L.  2429. 

Eufecteth,  2'i'-  »•  infects,  L.  2242. 

Euforcen,  f/er.  to  enforce,  B  2233  ; 
strengthen  (j-ourp>osition),  D  340;  i  j^r. 
s.  refl.  insist,  T.  iv.  1016  ;  Enforccn,  jj^a 
2^1.  gain  strength,  B  2355  ;  /»ij).  s.  en- 
deavour, B  221,-J. 

Enformed,  i>P-  informed,  E  738,  F  335  ; 
instructed,  I  658. 

C 


Enfortuned.  p/.  s.  endowed  with  powers, 

4-  259. 
Engendre,  v.   procreate,    B   3148 ;    pro. 

dvice,  B  2582  ;  \:  beget,  E  1272  :  ji>r.  2*1- 

are  produced,  B  41 13. 
Engendringe,  s.  product,  B  2580. 
Engendrure,    s.    procreation,    B    3137; 

begetting,   5.   yoG ;    generation,    D   128, 

134  ;    progeny,    offspring,    I    621  ;     fra- 
ternity, I  375. 
English,  «.  power  of  expression  in  Eng« 

lish,  L.  66. 
Engreggen,  j*;-.  p/.  burden,  I  979. 
Engyn,  s.  contrivance,  T.  iii.  274  ;  device, 

E.  511 ;  macliine,  F  184  ;   skill,  HF.  528. 
Engyned,  p2i.  tortured,  racked,  B  4250. 
Enhabit,  2^P-  devoted,  T.  iv.  443. 
Enhanncen,   v.  raise,   A   1434 ;    ger.   to 

exalt,  1 614  :  Enhaixnceth,  p/-.  s.  elevates, 

I  730  ;  p^s,  raised,  B  2291  :  2>P-  promoted, 

L.  1411. 
Enhaused,   j>2^-   elevated,    lifted    above 

(the  horizon},  A.  ii.  26.  37. 
Euhausing,  s.  elevation,  A.  ii.  39.  26. 
Enhorte,  ger.  to  exhort,  A  2851. 
Eulaceth,  pr.  s.   entangles,   B    i.    m   4. 

25 ;  2^p-  involved,  made  intricate,  B  ^.  p 

8.  6. 
Enlumine,  v.    illumine,    I   244 ;    pt.   s, 

E53. 

Enluting,  s.  securing  with  '  lute,"daiibing 
with  clay,  &c.,  to  exclude  air,  G  766, 

Enoynt,  pp.  anointed,  A  2961. 

Enpeiren,  v.  injure,  B  4.  p  3.  56. 

Enpoysoninge,  s.  poisoning,  B  i.  p  3.  59, 

Enprented.  pp.  imprinted,  E  2178. 

Enpresse,  v.  make  an  impression  on, 
21.  8. 

Enquere,  i:  enquire,  A  3166 ;  search 
into,  B  629. 

Enqueringe,  s.  inquiry,  B  888, 

Ensample,  s.  example,  A  4q6,  505 ;  pat- 
tern, 3.  911  ;  warning,  B.  1539  ;  instance, 
E.  1584;  in  e.,  to  signify,  A.  i.  21.  41; 
2)1.  examples,  F  1419;  cases,  A  2842, 

Ensaumpler,  s.  prototype,  B  3.  ni  9.  17. 

Enseigne,  s.  ensign,  standard.  E.  1200. 

Enseled,  pp.  sealed  iip,  T.  v.  151:  fully 
granted,  T.  iv.  559. 

Entaile,  s.  cutting,  intaglio-work,  E. 
1081  :  Entayle,  shape,  description.  E.  162. 

Entaile,  v.  carve,  B.  6oq  ;  pj'.  R,  140. 

Entalenten,  pr.  2d.  stimulate,  B  5.  ji  5,  6. 

Entame,  r.  re-open  (lit.  cut  into),  i.  79, 
O.F.  intiimer. 

Enteccheth,  pr.  s.  infects,  B  4.  j:)  3.  83; 
2)2)-  endued  with  (goodi  qualities,  T.  v, 
832.     O.  F.  eidechier,  entachier, 
C 
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Entencioun,  s.  intent,  C408;  attention, 

T.  i.  5J  ;  design,  T.  i.  211. 
Entende,    v.   attend,   T.   iii.    414 ;    give 

attention  to,  D  1478 ;    dispose  oneself, 

F  689 ;    ger.  to  apply  oneself,   B  3498 ; 

to  aim  (after),  incline  (to),  T.  ii.  853 ; 

Entende,  i  jpr.  s.  perceive,  T.  iv.  1649  ; 

attend,    R^  597 ;    pres.    part,    looking 

intently,  B  1.  p  2.  3. 
Entendement,  s.  perception,  HF.  983. 
Entente,  s.  intention,  intent,  A  958,  1000 ; 

design,  B  3835;  wish,   18.  68;  meaning, 

F400,  959;  attention,  D  1374 ;  endeavour, 

G-  6  ;  feeling,  5.  532,  580 ;  mind,  B  1740  ; 

plan,  B  147,  206 :  do  thijn  e.,  give  heed, 

3.  752  ;  as  to  comun  e.,  in  plain  language, 

F  107. 
Ententeden,  j>J.  pt.  gave  their  attention, 

L.  1155. 
Ententif,  Ententyf,  adj.  attentive,  HF. 

ii.'o;  B  2205;  eager,  E.  685;    diligent, 

E.   436 ;    devoted,    R.    339 ;    careful,    E 

ij88. 
Ententifly,  adv.  attentively,  HF.  616. 
Entermedled,  jj/j.  intermixed,  R.  906. 
Entraille,  s.  entrails,  B  1763;    inside,  E 

1 188. 
Entre,  ger.  to  enter,  5.  147,  153.     In  A.  ii. 

44.  4.  entere  hit  =  set  down  in  jvriting. 
Entrechaungeden,2><.  pi.  interchanged, 

exchanged,     T.    iii.    1369 ;    jyj.    inter- 
changed, T.  iv.  1043. 
Entrechaunginges,    s.    pi.    mutations, 

B  J.  m  5.  38 ;  vicissitudes  (Lat.   trices), 

B  J.  m  3.  20. 
Enti-ecomunen,    v.    intercommunicate, 

T.  iv.  1354. 
Entrecomuninge,  s.  interchange,   B  2. 

P  7-  63. 
Entredited,j>2j.  interdicted,  I  965. 
Entree,  entrj^,  entrance,  R.  517,  530,  538; 

jjl.  entrances,  HF.  1945. 
Entrelaced,  pp.  intricate,  B  3.  p  12.  166. 
Entremedled,   ^jj^.    intermingled,    HF 

2124. 
Entremes,  s.  intervening  course,  5.  665. 

^Entremets,      certaine      choice      dishes 

served    in   between   the   courses   of  a 

feast ; '  Cotgrave. 
Entremette,    v.   reft,   interfere,   D   834 ; 

Eutremeten  (him),  meddle  with,  5.  515  ; 

imp.  8.  take  part  (in),  meddle  (with), 

T.  i.  1026. 
Entreparten,  ger.  to  .share,  T.  i.  592. 
Entreteden,  jjt.  jd-  treated  of,  discussed, 

B  2466. 
Entryketh,  jir.  s.  hoMs  fast  in  its  subtle 

grasp,  ensnares,  5.  403  ;  E^utryktd,  pp. 


entrapped,    R.     1642 ;      '  Jntriquer,    to 

intricate,  involve  ; '  Cotgrave. 
Entune,  v.  intone,  time,  T.  iv.  4, 
Entunes,  s.  pi.  tunes,  3.  309. 
Entysinge,  s.  alli\rement,  I  353. 
Enveniminge,    s.   poisonous    effect,    E 

2060  ;  poison,  I  854. 
Enven^me,  v.  infect,  D  474  ;  pp.  B  3314. 
Euvlroninge,  s.  surface,  B  5.  m  4.  172 ; 

circumference,  B  4.  p  6.  85. 
Enviroun,  adv.  roundabout,  L.  300. 
Enviroune,  v.  encompass,  B  3.  m  9.  45 ; 

pres.  part,  skirting,  going  round,  R.  526. 
Envoluped,  pp.  enveloped,  involved,  C 

94-\ 
Envye,  s.  envy,  B  3584  ;  longing,  R.  1653 ; 

to  e.,  in  rivalry,  3.  173. 
Envye,  v.  vie,  strive,  3,  406 ;  vie  (with), 

HF.  1231. 
Envyned,  pp.  stored  with  wine,  A  342. 
Episicle,   s.    epicycle,  A.   ii.   35.    29.     A 

small  circle,  the  centre  of  which  moves 

along  the  circumference  of  a  larger  one. 
Equaeion,  s.  equal  partition,  A.  ii.   37. 

24  ;    Equaciong,  pi.  equations,  F  1279 ; 

Equaciouns,  A.  ii.   36  (rubric) ;    calcu- 
lations, A.  i.  23.  5.     By  '  equations  of 

houses '  is  meant  the  division   of  the 

sphere  into  twelve  equal  portions  (or 

'houses'),  for  astrological  imrposes. 
Equales,  adj.  pi.  of  equal  length  ;  hotires 

equates,  hours  each    containing  sixty 

minutes,  A.  ii.  8.  3. 
Equinoxial,  «.  equinoxial  ch-cle,  B  4046. 
Er,  adv.  before,  formerly,  A  3789. 
Er,   conj.   before,  A  1040,    1155;    er   that, 

before,  A  36. 
Er,  i))-ep.  bel'ore,  C  892 ;    er   tho,    before 

then,  L.  1062  ;  er  noic,  ere  now,  F  460. 
Erbe,  s.  herb,  L.  109  a. 
Erbe  yve,  s.  herb  ive,  ground  ivy,  Ajttga 

C'hamacpitys,  B  4156. 
Erber,  s.  arboui-,  L.  97  a.     See  Herber. 
Erchedeken,  s.  archdeacon,  D  1300. 
Ere  (efera;,  s.  ear,  D  636 ;  at  ere,  in  (her)  ear, 

T.  i.  106. 
Ere,  s.  ear  (of  corn),  L.  76. 
Ere  (6r9),  ger.  to  plough,  A  886 ;  pp.  HF. 

485.     A.  S.  crian. 
Erl,  s.  earl,  B  3597,  3646. 
Erme,  v.  feel  sad,  grieve,  3.  80 ;    C  312, 

A.  S.  earmian,  yrman. 
Ernestful,  adj.   serious,  T.   ii.    1727;    E 

1 1 75- 
Erratik,  adj.  wandering,  T.  v.  1812. 
Erraunt,    odj-    arrant,    H   224 ;     errant, 

stray  (because  near  the  middle  of  the 

chess-board;,  3.  661. 
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Errest,  2  pr.  s.  -wanderest,  T.  iv.  302. 
Ers,  s.  hvittocks,  A  ,^7,u-     A-  S.  ears. 
Erst,  adv.  first,  at  first,  HF.  2075  ;  A  776  ; 

before,  16.  21  ;  afbretirae,  R.  692  ;  at  e., 

first,  for  the  first  time,  B  1884,  G  151  ; 

at  last,  T.  i.  842  ;  e.  than,  before,  A  1566  ; 

long  e.  er,  long  first  before,  C  662. 
Erthes,    s.    pi.    lands,    countries,    B    i. 

ni  5.  61. 
Eschaufen,  ijer.  to  burn  ;  pr.  s.  chafes, 

I  657 ;  pp.  lieateil,  I  546. 
Escliauflnge,  »•.  lieating,  I  537  ;  pi.  en- 

kiiidlings,  I  916. 
Eschaunge,  s.  exchange,  A  278 :  pi.  in- 

terchangings,  HF.  697. 
Eschew,    adj.   averse,  I   971  :   Eschu,  E 

1812. 
Esche'we,  v.  escape  ;   Eschue,   v.  avoid, 

T.  ii.  696 ;  A  3043  ;  shnn,  G  4  ;  2  pr.  j>l. 

eschew,  avoid,  T.  i.  344  ;  Eschewed,  pn). 

B  4528  ;  imiK  s.  T.  ii.  1018. 
Ese,    s.   ease,    E   217,   434;    amusement, 

delight,  A  768,  G  746  ;  do  yow  c,  give 

you  pleasure,  6.  78  ;  icel  at  t-.,  fully  at 

ease,  T.  ii.  750. 
Ese,  V.  ease,  3.  556  ;  relieve,  L.  1704  ;  give 

ease  (to),  E.  316  ;  Esen,  ycr.  to  entertain, 

A  2194  ;  pp.  entert.il  ined,  A  29. 
Esement,  s.  benefit,  A  4179,  4186. 
Espace,  s.  space  of  time,  B  2219. 
Especes,  s.  pi.  kinds,  varieties  (of  sin),  I 

448. 

Espiaille,  s.  sets  of  spies,  B  2509,  D  1323. 

Espye,  jj.  spy,  T.  ii.  11 12. 

Espye,  (jer.  to  observe,  K,  795  ;  f.  per- 
ceive, HF.  706  ;  enquire  about,  B  180  ; 
look  about,  L.  858. 

Essoyne,  s.  excuse,  I  164.    Mod.  E.  essoin. 

Est,  s.  east,  B  297,  493,  3657. 

Estableth,  p"'-  s.  settles,  causes,  B  4.  p 

4-  .SI. 
Estat,  s.  state,  condition,  L.  125  ;  rank, 

T.  v.   1025  :    position,  E   1969 ;    Estaat, 

state,  conilition,  rank,  B  973,  3592,  3647; 

way,  E  610  ;  term  of  office,  D  2018. 
Estatlich,  adj.  stately,  dignified,  A  140  ; 

suitable  to  one's  estate,  B  3902. 
Estatuts,  s.  ordinances,  B  2.  j)  1.  48. 
Estraunge,  adj.  strange,  T.  i.  1084. 
Estrea,    pi.   inward    parts,   recesses    (of 

a  builiUng),  L.  1715  ;  A  1971  ;  recesses, 

E.  1448  ;  interior,  A  4295. 
Esy,  adj.  easy,  A  223  ;  moderate,  A  441  ; 

gentle,  5.  382. 
Ete,  V.  eat,  A  947  ;  Et,  pr.s.  eats,  L.  1389  ; 

Eet,  i^t.  s.  ate,  T.  v.  1439  ;  A  2048,  3421  ; 

Eete,  pt.  pi.  ate,  9.  n  ;  Ete,  jjf.  pi,  3. 

433  ;  Eten,  i>p.  eaten;  A  4351. 

C 


Eterne,   adj.   eternal,   A    1109,    1990;    s, 

eternity,  T.  iv.  978. 
Ethe,  adj.  easy,  T.  v.  8co. 
Etik,  the  Ethics  of  Aristotle,  L.  166. 
Evangyle,  ».  gospel,  R.  445  ;  j)l.  B  666. 
Even,  adj.  even,  equal,  same,   HF.   10 ; 

exact,  E.  1350. 
Even,  adv.  exactly,    3.    441  ;    evenly,   D 

2249;  regulii!-ly,  li.  526  :  Evenc  joyuant, 

closely  adjoining,    A    1060 ;   Jul  even, 

actually,  3.  1329 
Evene-cristene,    s.    fellow-Christian,    I 

395,  8(^5. 
Even-lyk,  adj.  similar,  B  5.  p  2.  25. 
Ever,  adv.  ever,  always,  A  50,  &c.  ;  Ever 

in   oon,    always  alike,   continually,   T. 

V.  451  ;  incessantly,  A  1771. 
Everich,  each,  A   1186;    every,   A   241; 

each  one,  A  371;    every  one,   E    1017; 

e.  of  hem,  either  of  the  two,  B  1004 ; 

Everich  other,  each  other,  7.  53. 
Evericlioon,  everj'  one,  A  31,  747;  each 

one,  L.  2567 ;  Everichone,  j)l.  each  one 

(of  us),  HF.  337 ;  each  of  them  all,  all 

of  them,  T.  iii.  412. 
Ever-mo,   adv.   for    ever,    always,  con- 
tinually, L.  1239,  2035,  2634. 
Every  deel,  adc.  every  whit,  A  368,  D  162  ; 

altogether,  A  3303. 
Evidently,  adv.  by  observation,  A.  ii.  23. 

rubric. 
E"w,  s.  yew-tree,  A  2923  ;  (collectively)  yew- 
trees,  E.  1385. 
Exaltacioun,  s.  (astrological)  exaltation, 

D  702,  E  2224. 
Exaltat,  as  pp.  exalted,  D  704. 
Exametron,  *.  a  hexameter,  B  3169. 
Excusascioun,  s.  false  excuse,  1 680;  plea, 

I  164. 
Excuse,  8.  ;  for  mijn  e.,  in  my  excuse,  7. 

305- 
Executeth,  pr.  s.  performs,  A 1664  ;  Exe- 

cut,  pp.  executed,  T.  iii.  622. 
Executour,  s.  executant,  D  2010. 
Executrice,  s.  causer,  T.  iii.  (J17. 
Exercitacioun,  s.  exercise,  B  4.  11  0.  298. 
Existence,  s.  reality,  HF.  206. 
Exorsisaciouns,  lA.  exorcisms,  spells  to 

raise  spirits,  HF.  1263. 
Expans,  adj.  (calctilated)  separately,  F 

1275.     See  Anni  crpansi. 
Expoune,  v.  explain,  B  3398,  G  86  ;  Ex- 

pouned,  lit.  s.  B  3346,  3399. 
Expres,   adj.  expressed,   made  clear,   D 

1169. 
Expres,  adv.  expressly,  C  182,  B  719. 
Expresse,  ger,  to  declare,  17.  5 ;  v.  relate, 

C105. 
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■•  Expulsif,  adj.  expellent,  A  2749. 

Extenden.  2>>'-  P^-  ^^^  extended,  B  461. 

Extree,  s  axle-tree,  A.  i.  14.  2, 

Ey,  s.  egg,  B  4035,  G  806. 

Ey.  interj.  eli !  T,  ii.  128 ;  alas  !  T.  iv.  1087 ; 
what !  C  7^2^ 

Eye,  s.  eye ;  at  eye,  evidently,  L.  100 ; 
Eyen,  pi.  eyes,  i.  105  ;  Eyen  siglit,  eye- 
sight, D  2060.     Sec  Ye. 

Eyed,  ailj.  endowed  with  eyes,  T.  iv.  1459. 

Eyle,  V.  ail,  A  3424- 

Byr,  s.  air,  HF.  954  ;  L.  1482  ;  Eir,  A  1246, 
3473  ;  Eyre,  dat.  air,  gas,  Gr  767. 

Eyr.  s.  heir,  L.  1598,  1819. 

Eyrish,  adj.  of  the  air,  aerial,  HF.  932,  965. 

Eyse,  s.  ease,  D  2101.     See  Ese. 

F. 

Face,  s.  face,  A  199,  458;  a  technical  term 
in  astrology,  signifying  the  third  part 
of  a  sign  (of  the  zodiac),  ten  degrees  in 
extent,  F  50,  1288. 

Facound,  adj.  eloquent,  5.  521. 

Facounde,  s.  eloquence,  flu.ency,  3.  926  ; 
C  5u. 

Facultee,  s.  capacity,  authority,  or  dis- 
position, A  244  :  branch  of  study.  HF. 
248. 

Fade,  adj.  faded,  R,  311. 

Fader,  s.  father,  A  100 ;  Fader,  gen.  A 
781  ;  fader  day,  father's  time,  B  3374  : 
fader  kin,  father's  race,  ancestry,  Gr  829  ; 
pi.  ancestors,  E  61  ;  originators,  B  129. 

Fadme,  j>/.  fathoms,  A  2916. 

Fadres-in-la\(re,  pi.  parents-in-law.  B  2. 

l>  ^-  42. 

Faile,  s.  failure  ;  tcithoiiten  f.,  without 
fail.  2.  48  ;  sam  faille,  B  501. 

Failen,  v.  fail,  grow  diru,  5,  85  ;  irres.part, 
failing,  remote,  A.  ii.  4.  30. 

Fair,  adj.  fine,  D  2253  ;  good,  excellent,  A 
154  ;  a  fair,  a  good  one,  A  165  ;  as  s.,  a, 
fair  thing,  excellent  thing  (sarcasti- 
cally,), T.  iii.  850  ;  voc.  O  fair  one !  HF. 
518  ;  pi.  A  234  ;  clean,  E.  571  ;  specious, 

E.  437- 
Faire,  adv.  fairly,  R.  774,  798  ;  honestly, 

A  539  ;    courteously,  E.  592  ;  clearly,  D 

1 142  ;  ijrosperouslj',  L.  186,  277. 
Faire,  s.  fair,  market,  B  15 15. 
Faire  Eewthelees,  Fair  Unpitying  One, 

La  Belle  Dame  aans  Merci,  0.  31. 
Fairnesse,  s.  beauty-,  A  1098  ;  honesty  of 

life,  A  511;. 
Fair-Semblaunt,  Fair-show,  R.  963. 
Falding,  a.  a  sort  of  coarse  cloth,  A  391 , 

3212. 


Fallen,  v.  happen,  T,  ivjr976 ;  light,  E 
i2() ;  suit,  E  259  ;  prosper,  L.  186  ;  2>r.  s. 
subj.  may  befall.  R.  798;  ivipers.  may  it 
befall,  L.  277  ;  pr.  s.  comes  as  by  acci- 
dent, 6.  4 ;  comes,  3.  706  ;  suffers  de- 
pression (an  astrological  term),  D  702, 
705  ;  Falles,  pr.s.  (Northern  form),  falls, 
A  4042  ;  belongs,  3.  257  ;  Fallen,  j»>r.  j/t. 
hapi>en,  come  to  pass,  R.  20 ;  Fel,  i  pt.  g. 
fell,  2.  15  ;  Fil,  pt.  s.  fell,  A  845 ;  hap- 
pened, L.  589, 1 162  ;  was  fitting,  L.  2474  : 
fll  on  slepe,  fell  asleep,  HF.  114  ;  fll  of 
his  accord,  agreed  with  him,  F  741  ;  as 
fer  as  resonfil,  as  far  as  reason  extended, 
F  570;  Fille,  I  2)t.  pi.  fell,  became,  D 
812;  Fillen,  ^jt.  pi.  fell,  B  3183,  3620; 
Fille,  j><.  p>l.  HF.  1659  ;  fille  in  speche  — 
fell  to  talJiing,  F  964  ;  Falle,  pp.  fallen, 
L.  1726,  1826 ;  happened,  A  324  ;  acci- 
dentally ijlaced,  F  684  ;  Falling,  pirea. 
p>t.  felling,  causmg  to  fall,  T.  ii.  1382. 

Fals,  adj.  false,  3.  618  ;  false  get,  olieatiug 
contrivance,  G  1277;  voc.  B4416. 

Falsen,  v.  falsify,  A  3175  ;  deceive,  L  1640  : 
betray,  T.  v.  1845  :  False,  v.  be  imtrue 
to,  3,  1234  :  pp.  falsified,  broken  (faith), 
F  627. 

Falwe,  adj.  fallow,  yellowish,  HF.  1936  ; 
A  1364. 

Falwes,  pi.  fallow-ground,  D  656. 

Fame.  s.  notorietj-,  A  3148  ;  rumour,  L. 
1242;  good  report,  E  418;  Fames,  pi, 
rumours,  HF.  1292. 

Familer.  s.  familiar  friend,  B  4  p  6.  255. 

Famuiier,  adj.  familiar,  at  home,  A  215, 
B  1221  ;  of  one's  own  household,  E  1784  ; 
Famulere,  affable,  L.  i6<j6. 

Fan,  s.  vane,  qvdntain,  H  42, 

Fanne.  s.  fan,  A  3315. 

Fantastyk,  adj.  belonging  to  the  fancj-, 
A  1376.  Used  with  reference  to  the 
portion  of  the  brain  in  the  front  of  the 
head. 

Fantasye,  s.  fancy,  HF.  593  ;  delight,  A 
3191  ;  imagining,  HF.  992  ;  fancy,  plea- 
sure, D  190  ;  imagination,  A  3835,  3840  ; 
imaginary  object,  9.  51 ;  desire,  will,  B 
3475 ;  Fantasycs,  jjJ.  fancies,  F  205  ; 
wislies,  B  3465. 

Fantome,  s.  phantasm,  delusion,  B  1037. 

Farced,  i>}i.  staffed,  L,  1373, 

Fare,  s.  beha^•iour,  conduct,  A  1809,  B 
1453  ;  condition,  2.  62  ;  good  speed,  HF. 
682;  business,  goings-on,  T.  iii.  1106; 
bustle,  ado,  HF.  1005  ;  companj',  T,  iii, 
(105  ;  ecel  fare,  ill  hap,  2.  62. 

Faren,  v.  behave,  T.  iv.  1087 ;  doth  fare, 
causes  to  behave  or  feelj  T.  i.  626;  Fare, 
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<jer.  to  go,  travel,  T.  v.  ji,  J79  :  to  pro- 
ceed, A  2435  ;  Fare,  i  pr.  g.  go,  G-  733  ;  it 
is  with  nie  (thus,  7.  320;  am,  B  i(>7()  ; 
Farest,  2  jjr.  s.  actest,  5.  590 ;  art,  HF. 
887 ;  Fareth,  jn:  a.  acts,  1)  108S  ;  is,  3. 
113;  hapijens,  HF.  271  ;  i  pi:  pi.  live,  G 
<)62  ;  2 pr.pl.  behave,  D  852  ;  pr.pl.  seem, 
I  414;  Fare,  pr.  s.  subj.  may  fare,  F 
1579  ;  Ferde,  i  pt.  s.  fared,  T.  ii.  i(x>6  ; 
felt,  3.  99,  785  ;  was  placed,  5.  152  ;  pt.  s. 
Vjehaved,  A  1372:  happened,  T.  i.  225: 
was,  E.  876 ;  seemed,  B.  249 ;  went  on, 
HF.  1522 ;  Ferden,  j>f.  jj/.  behaved,  A 
1647  ;  Ferde,  p>t.  s.  siihj.  should  fare,  E. 
271  ;  Faren,  jip.  fared,  T.  v.  466;  D  1773  ; 
gone,  B  4069  ;  Fare,  pp.  fared,  D  1782, 
gone,  A  2436  ;  walked,  L.  2209 ;  Ferd, 
pp.  fared,  T.  iv.  1094  ;  Faringe,  jjyes.  pit- 
as adj.  ;  best  /.,  best  looking,  fairest  of 
behaviour,  F  932  ;  /'.  arkfht,  prosper,  T. 
i.  878  ;  far  loel,  farewell,  B  116  ;  Fareth, 
imp.  pi.  fare,  E  1688;  /.  wel,  farewell,  T. 
V,  1412. 

Fare-cart,  s.  travelling  cart,  T.  v.  1162. 

Fare-wel,  interj.  it  is  all  over  !  F  1204,  G 
907  ;  go  fareicel,  be  lost  sight  of,  A. ii.  27,. 
12. 

Farsed,  pp.  .stuffed,  A  233. 

Fasoun,  «.  fashion,  appearance,  E.  708  ; 
shape,  E.  551. 

Fast,  s.  fasting,  T.  v.  370. 

Fast,  adj.  firm,  7.  313. 

Fasts,  adc.  closely,  E.  1346;  close,  near, 
A  1478 ;  tight,  E.  431  ;  fast,  quickly,  T. 
i.  74S  ;  asf.,  very  quickly,  G  1235  ;  hard, 
soundlj-,  5.  94  ;  intently,  eagerly,  E. 
793 ;  faste  by,  near  to,  A  1476  ;  faste  by, 
close  at  hand,  3.  369. 

Faster,  adv.  closer,  B  3722. 

Fatte,  V.  fetten,  D  1880. 

Faucon,  s.  falcon,  F  411,  424. 

Fauconers,  s.  pi.  falconers,  F  1196. 

Fauned,  pt.  s.  fawned  on,  3.  389. 

Faunes,  pi.  Fauns,  A  2028. 

Fawe,  adj.  fain,  glad,  D  220. 

Fawe,  adr.  lain,  anxiously,  T.  iv.  887. 

Fay, .«. ;  see  Fey. 

Fayerye,  s.  troop  of  fairies,  E  2039  >  troops 
of  fairies,  D  859;  enchantment,  E  1743  ; 
Fairye,  fairy-land,  F  q6  ;  enchantment, 
F  201 ;  pi.  fairies,  D  872. 

Fayn,  adj.  glad,  L.  130. 1 137:  fond.  E.  1376. 

Fayn,  adv.  gladly,  A  766  ;  ivoldef.,  would 
be  glad  to,  E  696. 

Feblesse,  s.  weakness,  T.  ii.  863  ;  1 1074. 

Fecch.es,  j*?.  vetches,  T.  iii.  93O. 

Fecchen,  ger.  to  fetch.  T.  v.  485  ;  ger.  to 
fetch,  to  be  brought  ^i. e.  absent;,  T.  iii. 


rto.)  ;  Fette,   2  pt.  s.   didst  fetch,  T.  iii. 

723  ;  xH.  s.  fetched,   L.  676  ;  brought,  T. 

V.  852  ;  Jit.  pi.  B  2041  ;  Fet,  pp.  fetched, 

A  2527  ;  brought,  A  819  ;  brought  home, 

D  2,;. 
Fecching.  s.  fetching,  rape,  T.  v.  890. 
Fedde,  pt.  s.  fed,  A  146. 
Fee,  s.  reward,  pay,  7.  193  ;  Fee  simple,  an 

absolute  i'ca  or  fief,  not  clogged  with 

conditions,  A  319. 
Feeld,  s.  field,  A  886,  3032  ;  (in  an  heraldic 

sense),  B  3573. 
Feendly,  adj.  fiendlike,  devilish,  B  7^1, 

Feet,  s.  performance,  E  429.      E.  feat. 

Feffe,  V.  enfeoff,  endow,  T)reseiit,  T.  iii. 
901  ;  ger.  to  present,  T.  v.  1689 ;  pp.  en- 
feoffed, put  in  possession,  endowed,  E 
1698. 

Fel,  s.  skin,  T.  i.  91. 

Fel,  adj.  dreadful,  T.  v.  50  ;  ci-uel,  A  2630  ; 
deadly,  D  2002  ;  terrible,  B  2019  ;  Felle, 
voc.  ci-iiel,  A  1559;  destructive,  T.  iv.  44. 

Felawe,  s.  companion,  comrade,  A  395, 
648. 

Fela'weshipe,  s.  partnership,  A  1626; 
companionship,  B  2749  ;  company,  A  26. 

Felawshipeth,  pr.  s.  accompanies,  B  4. 
m  I.  12. 

Ye\A,pp.  o/FeUe. 

Feldefare,  s.  field-fare,  5.  364  ;  T.  iii.  861  ; 
farewelf,  i.e.  farewell,  and  a  good  rid- 
dance ;  because  fieldfares  depart  when 
the  warm  weather  comes. 

Felden.  pt.  2)1-  of  Felle. 

Fele.  adj.  many,  E.  189  ;  E  017. 

Fele-folde,  adj.  manifold,  B  2.  p  i.  i(5. 

Felen,  v.  feel,  experience,  L.  692 ;  Fele, 
understand  by  experiment,  HF.  826'; 
try  to  find  o\it,  T.  ii.  387 ;  Felte,  i  pt.  s. 
4.  217;  Felede.  j^t.  s.  G  521  ;  Feled,  j)i>. 
perceived,  T.  iv.  984. 

Feling,  s.  affection,  3.  1172. 

Felle,  pi.  and  voc.  s.  o/Fel,  adj, 

Felle.  V.  fell,  A  1702;  Felden,  jt>t.j>?.  caused 
to  fall,  E.   911  ;  Feld,  pp.  cut  down,  A 

2024- 

Fellen.  pt.  pi.  happened,  T.  i,  134.  See 
Fallen. 

Felliche,  adj.  bitingly,  severelj-,  B  2. 
m  3.  13. 

Felnesse.  ».  fierceness,  B  i.m  6.  11. 

Felon,  adj.  angry,  T.  v.  i9<), 

Felonous,  adj.  fierce,  wicked,  B  i.  ra  4. 
15  :  mischievous,  I  438. 

Felonye, .«.  injustice,  B  4.  p  6.  278 :  crime, 
A  ic)96  ;  treachery,  E.  165,  978  ;  jj/.  ini- 
quities, I  281. 
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Femele.  n<1J.  female,  D  122.  I  961 
Femininitee,  g.  fenuuine  form,  B  360. 
Pen,  s.  clinpter  or   siTb'livision   of  Avi- 

cenua's  book  called  the  Canon.  C  8<jo, 
Fenel,  s.  fennel,  E.  731. 
Fenix,  «.  phoenix,  3.  98,2. 
Fer.  adj.  far,  A  38S,  491  ;  Ferre,  def.  A 

Fer.  adv.  far,  B  17S1 :  Fer  ne  ner,  neither 

later  nor  sooner,  A  1850 ;  how  f.  so,  how- 
ever far,  5.  440. 
Ferd,  s.  dat.  fear,  T.  iv.  6^)7.     (Always  in 

plir.  for  f>i rd,  or  Jbr  ferde.) 
Ferd.  pp.  of  Fere,  v. 
Ferd,  -e  ;  see  Faren,  v. 
Fere.  s.  dat.  fear,  B  3369;  panic,  HF.  174. 
Fere,  s.  companion,  L.  969 :  mate,  5.  410. 

416  ;  wife,  T,  iv.  791  ;  pi.  compaaiions,  T. 

i.  224. 
Fere,  s.  dat.  fire,  T.  iii.  978. 
Fere.  v.  frighten,  T.  iv.  1483 :  Fered,  pp. 

afraid,  (1-924  ;  Ferd,j)p.  afraid,  T.  ii.  124, 
Ferforth.,  adv.  far  :    as  f.  as.  as  far  as,  T. 

iv.  891  ;  as  long  as,  T.  i.  121  ;  so  f.,  to  such 

a  degree,  1.  170  ;  thus/.,  thus  far,  T.  ii. 

960. 
Ferforthly,  adv.   thoroughly:    so  /..   to 

such  an  extent,  A  960 ;  so  far,  L.  682  ; 

OS  /.,  as  completely,  D  1545. 
Ferfulleste.  most  timid,  T.  ii.  450. 
Ferly.  adj.  strange,  A  4173. 
Fermacies.  j)/.  remedies.  A  2713. 
Ferme,  adj.  iirm,  E  663. 
Ferrae.   imp.  s.  make  firm,  B  1.  ni  5.  61 

(Lat._/?;'i/(r/ \ 
Ferme.  s.  rent,  A  252  h. 
Fermely.  adv.  firmly,  T.  iii.  1488. 
Fermerere,  s.  friar  in  charge  of  an  infir- 
•   marv,  D  1859. 

FermoTir,  «.  farmer  of  taxes,  L.  378. 
Fern,  adv.  long  ago ;    so  fern  =  so  long 

aafM.  F  256. 
Feru-asshen,  s.  pi.   ashes  produced  by 

linrningf  ferns.  F  254. 
Feme,  pi.  of  Ferren,  distant,  remote, 

A  14. 
Feme  ;  /.  yere.  last  year,  T.  v.  1176. 
Ferre,  adj.  d^f.  distant,  A  3393. 
Ferre,    coinp.    adv.    farther,    HF.    600 ; 

Ferrer,  A  835. 
Ferreste,  svperl.  pi.  farthest,  A  494. 
Fers,   8.   qiK-en  (at    chess),    3.  654,    6$$; 

Ferses,  pi.  the  pieces  at  chess,  3.  723. 
Fers.  adj.  fierce,  T.  i.  225 ;  roc.  7.  i. 
Fersly,  adv.  fiercely,  T.  iii.  1760. 
Ferthe,  fourth.  T.  iv.  26,  v.  476. 
Ferther,  adj.  farther,  B  1686,  E.  2226. 
Ferther,  adv.  further,  i.  148,  3.  1254. 


Ferther-over.    conj.     moreover,    A.    ii. 

2fl.    U. 

Ferthing.  ,';.  farthing.  D  1967 ;  a  very 
small  iiortion,  A  134. 

Fery,  adj.  fiery,  T.  iii.  1600. 

Fest,  s.  fist,  A'4275,  C  802. 

Feste.  s.  feast,  festival,  A  883,  B  418  ;  to 
/.,  to  the  feast.  B  380:  encouragement, 
T.  iL  361 :  merriment.  T.  ii.  421  ;  Maketh 
feste,  flatters,  3.  638 :  pi.  tokens  of 
pleasure,  T.  v.  1429. 

Festeth.  pr.  s.  feasts,  A  2193. 

Festeyinge,  i)res.  pai-t.  feasting,  enter- 
taining. F  345. 

Festeyinge,  s.  festivity.  T.  v.  455. 

Festlicli,  adj.  fond  of  feasts.  F  281. 

Festne.  ger.  to  fasten,  A  195. 

Fet ;  see  Fecclien. 

Fete,  dat.pl.  feet.  3.  199.  400,  502. 

Fether.  s.  wing.  A  2144. 

Fetis,  adj.  neat,  well-made,  handsome, 
A  1S7:  E.  776:  splendid,  B.  1133  ;  grace- 
ful," c' 478. 

Fetisly,  adv.  elegantly,  A  124,  273  ;  neatly, 
trimly.  A  320^.  3319 ;  exquisitely,  K. 
837. 

Fette ;  see  Fecclien. 

Fetys,  Of? J.  well-made.  E.  532  :  handsome, 
E.  821;  splendid,  E.  1133:  gracefal. 
C  4r8. 

Fetysly,  adv.  exquisitely,  neatly,  E.  1235. 

Fey.  s.  faith.  A  1126,  3284  ;  fidelity.  L.  778. 

Feyn.  adj.  glad,  7.  315. 

Fesme,  v.  feign,  pretend,  A  736 ;  speak 
falsely,  2.  4  ;  feyne  us,  feign,  pretend, 
B  351 ;  Feigne,  who-so  f.  may,  let  him, 
who  can,  pretend,  B  3.  p  10.  93. 

Feynest,  adv.  most  gladly.  5.  -480. 

Feyning,  s.  pretending,  cajolery,  F  556  ; 
pretence,  feigning,  L.  1556. 

Feynt.  adj.  feigned,  E.  433. 

Feyntest,  2  jj7\  s.  enfeeblest,  B  926. 

Ficchen.  ger.  to  fix,  B  5.  m  4.  i8. 

Fiers,  adj.  fierce,  A  1^98  :  proud,  E.  1482. 

Fifte.  fifth,  E.  962,  982;  16.  9. 

Figes,  pi.  fig-trees,  E.  1364. 

Fighten,  v.  fight,  L.  1996:  Fight,  pr.  .«. 
fights,  5.  103 ;  Faught,  pt.  s.  fought, 
A  3Q9  ;  Foughten,  pj).  A  62. 

Figure,  s.  shape,  16.  27  ;  form  (as  a  man), 
B  3412;  figure,  1.  94  ;  figure  (of  speech), 
A  499;  Figure,  tj-pe,  i.  169:  p/.  figures 
(of  speech).  E  16  ;  markings.  A.  pr.  75. 

Figuringe,  s.  form.  L.  298  ;  figure,  G  g6. 

Fil,  pf.  s.  0/ Fallen. 

Fild,  pp.  filled,  5.  610. 

Finch,  s.  finch  (bird),  E.  9:5  ;  pitlle  a 
JirtcU,  pluck  a  dupe,  A  652. 
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Finde.   v.  find,    i.    72;    A   648;    invent. 

■A.  736  ;  ger.  to  proviile  for,  C"  si7  )  Fint, 

pr.  8.  finds,  G  218  ;  Fj-nt,  pr.  s.  L.  1499  ! 

Fond,  2>^  s.  discovered,  A  2445  ;  found 

ont,  T.   i.   659 ;    provided  for,   B  4019  ; 

Fonde,  pt.  s.  mbj.  could  find,  5.  374  ;  pp. 

found,    E   146;    Founden,    pp.    fovmd, 

B  612  ;  provided,  B  243. 
Finding,  s.  provision,  A  3220. 
Fint,  pr.  s.  finds,  G  218. 
Firre.  ».  fir-tree,  A  2921. 
Firste.  adj.  ilef.  fii-st,  3.  1166;  my  firste, 

my  first  narration,  F  75:  vnUx  the  firste, 

very  soon,  T.  iv.  63. 
Fish.,  i.  the  sign  Pisces,  F  273. 
Fit,  s.  a  '  fyt '  or  '  passiis,"  a  portion  of 

a  song.  B  2078;  bout,  turn,  A  4184. 
Fithele,  s.  fiddle,  A  296. 
Fixe.  pp.  as  adj.  fixed,  T.  i.  298  ;  solidified, 

Gr  779. 

Flambe,  s.  flame.  I  353. 

Flatour,  s.  flatterer,  B  4515. 

Flaumbe,  s.  flame.  HF.  769. 

Flayn,  pp.  flayed,  I  425. 

Fledde,  pt.  s.  fled,  avoided.  B  3445,  3874  ; 

Fledde  herself,  took  refnge,  L.  1225. 
Flee  (i),  V.  fly,  F  503;  leet  flee,  let  fly, 

A  3806  ;    Fleigh.  pt.  g.   fle^v,    HF.  921, 

2087  ;  Fley,  i>t.  s.  B  4362  ;  Flowen.  pt.  pi. 

flew,  B  4581 ;  P2}.  flown,  HF.  905. 
Pleen  (2),  r.  escape,  A  1170;  flee,  L.  1307, 

2020;  Fleeih,  imp.  pi.  4.  6:  Fleigh,  i>f.  *. 

fled,  B  3879. 
Fleen.  s.  pit.  fleas,  H  17. 
Flees,  i*.  fleece,  L.  1428,  1647. 
Fleet.  XI''-  «•  floats,  B  463. 
Flekked,  pp.  spotted,  E  1848.  G  565. 
Flemen,  ger.  to  banish.  T.  ii.  852  ;  pr.  s. 

H  182  ;  pp.  banished,  G  58. 
Flemer.  s.  banisher,  driver  away,  B  460. 
Fleminge,  s.  banishment,  flight,  T.  iii. 

933- 

Flen.  pr.  pi.  fly,  T.  iv.  1356. 

Fleshly,  adc  caraally.  B  1775. 

Flete,  V.  float,  bathe,  T.  iii.  1971  ;  i  pr.  s. 
stibj.  may  float,  A  2397  ;  Fleteth.  pr.  s. 
floats,  B  901  ;  flows,  aljounds  (Lat.  hi- 
fluat),  B  I.  m  2.  28:  Fleet,  pr.  s.  floats, 
B  463  :  pres.  pt.  floating.  A  1956  ;  Flet- 
inge,  pres.  pt.  flowing,  B  i.  p  3.  78  (Lat. 
limjihantei. 

Flex,  s.  flax,  A  676. 

Fley.  j>f.  s.  flew.  B  4362. 

Flikered,  pt.  s.  fluttered.  T.  iv.  1221  ; 
p/r,«.  j>^  p?.  fltittering,  A  1962. 

Flitte,  V.  pass  away.  I  368  :  pp.  removed, 
T.  v.  1544  ;  pres.  pt.  unimportant,  3.  801. 

Flo,  s.  arrow,  H  264. 


Flokniele,  adr.  in  a  flock,  in  a  great 
number,  E  8^3. 

Flood,  s.  flood-ti'le,  F  259  ;  on  a  fl.,  iu 
a  state  of  flr>iid,  T.  iii.  640. 

Florisshinges,  pf.  florid  ornaments,  HF. 
1301. 

Florouns,  s.  pi.  florets,  L.  217,  220. 

Floteren,  pr.  pi.  fluctuate,  waver,  B  3. 
p  1 1.  227. 

Flotery,  adj.  fluttering,  wavy,  A  288^. 

Flough,  spt.  ,9.  didst  fly,  B  4421. 

Flour,  s.  (i)  flower,  L.  48;  ofallefloures 
flour,  flower  of  all  flowers,  i.  4  ;  flower, 
i.  e.  choice.  A  4174  ;  choice  part,  A  982  ; 
time  of  flourishing,  A  3048 :  (2)  flour, 
E.  356. 

Flour-de-lys,  s.  fleur-de-lis,  lilj-,  A  238. 

Floureth.  pr.  s.  flourishes,  T.  iv.  1577; 
blfioms.  7.  306. 

Flourettes.  *.  p7.  flowerets,  bttds,  E.  891. 

Floury,  adj.  flowery,  3.  398. 

Floute.  s.  fliite,  HF.  1223. 

Floutours.  pi.  flute-players,  B.  763. 

Flo-wen.  pt.  pi.  and  pp.  of  Flee  '  i). 

Floytinge.  pres.  pt.  jjlaying  on  the  flute, 
A  91. 

Fneseth,  pr.  s.  breathes  heavily,  pnffis, 
snorts,  H  62. 

Fo.  s.  foe,  enemy.  B  1748  ;  Foo,  A  63  ; 
Foon,  j)i.  B  3896  :  Foos.  p7.  B  2160. 

Fode.  s.  food.  D  1881.  I  137. 

Foisoun,  s.  plenty,  abundance,  E.  1359. 

Folde.  s.  fold,  sheepfold,  A  512. 

Folden.  jyp.  folded,  T.  iv.  359,  1247. 

Foled.  pp.  foaled,  born,  D  1545. 

Folily.  adv.  foolishly,  B  2639. 

Folk.  s.  folk,  people,  A  12,  25  ;  sort,  com- 
pany. 5.  524  ;  pi.  companies,  5.  278. 

Folo"wed  wel,  followed  as  a  matter  of 
course.  3.  1012  ;  Folweth,  imp.  pi.  imi- 
tate, E  1189. 

Foly,  adv.   foolishly.  3.  874. 

Folye.  s.  folly,  foolishness,  A  3045. 

Folyen,  pr.  pi.  act  foolishly,  B  3.  p  2. 

IOC). 

Fomen,  pi.  foe-men,  T.  iv.  42. 

Fomy,  adj.  foaming,  covered  with  foam, 

A  2506. 
Fond  ;  lit.  s.  o/Finde. 
Fonde,  v.  endeavoiu-,  B.  1584  :  v.  at-tempt, 

try,  E  283  ;  trj-  to  persuade.  B  347. 
Fonde,  pt.  s.  suhj.  could  find,  5.  374, 
Fonge,  V.  receive.  B  377. 
Fonne.  s.  fool  (Xorthem),  A  4089. 
Font-ful  water,  fontful  of  water,  B  3157. 
Fontstoon,  «.  font,  B  723. 
Foo  ;  see  Fo. 
Foo,  s.  too",  for  foot,  A  3781. 
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Pool.  a<1J.  foolish,  silly,  E.  1253. 

Pool,  s.  tool,  A  3005  ;  jester,  B  3271  :  pi. 
wiLkei!  persons.  E  2278. 

Fool-large,  adj.  foolishly  liberal,  B  2789, 
2810. 

Fool-largesse,  s.  foolish  liberality,  I  813. 

Foom.  s.  foam,  A  1659,  ^  564- 

Foo-men,  s.  2>l-  foes,  B  3255,  3507. 

Foon,  Foos ;  see  Po. 

Foot,  us  pi.  feet,  A  4124. 

Foot-brede,  s.  ibot-breadth,  HF.  2042. 

Foot-hot,  adv.  instantly,  on  the  spot, 
B  438. 

Foot-mantel,  s.  foot-cloth, '  safeguard '  to 
cover  the  skirt,  A  472. 

For,  jjjvjj.  for,  A  486,  &c. ;  in  respect  of, 
5.  336;  by  reason  of,  E.  1564;  for  the 
sake  of,  B  4.  p  6.  190 ;  fur  me,  by  my 
means,  T.  ii.  134  ;  for  which,  wherefore, 
F  1525  ;  against,  to  prevent,  in  order 
to  avoid,  L.  231  ;  furfai/ling,  to  prevent 
failure,  T.  i.  928  ;  in  spite  of,  C  129 ;  for 
al,  notwithstanding,  A  2020 ;  for  my 
dethe,  were  I  to  die  for  it,  4.  186  :  to 
have  for  excused,  to  excuse,  A.  pr.  31. 

For,  canj.  for,  A  126,  &c.  ;  because,  3.  735, 
789  ;  in  order  that,  B  478,  F  102. 

For  to,  luith  infin.  in  order  to,  to,  A  13, 
78,  &c. 

Forage,  s.  provision  of  foddca?,  E  1422; 
food,  B  u)73  ;  winter-food,  as  hay,  &c., 
A  3868, 

For-bede,  v.  forbid,  T,  iii.  467 ;  For- 
bedoth,  p)f'-  s.  B  2774  ;  Forbet,  for  For- 
bedeth,  pr.  s.  forbids,  T.  ii.  717  ;  in  ph7: 
god  f,,  or  Crist  f,  =  God  forbid,  Christ 
forbid,  T.  ii.  113,  716;  Forbad,  j?^-  «• 
E  570  ;  Forbode,  jy:!.  forbidden,  E  2206. 

Forbere,  i\  forbear  (to  mention),  A  885  ; 
leave  1  him j  alone,  D665;  .spare,  A  3168  ; 
little  consider,  T.  ii.  j66o;  Forbar,  pt. 
s.  forbare,  T.  i.  437 ;  i7)ix>-  pl-  forgive,  L. 
80. 

Por-blak,  adj.  extremely  black,  A  2144. 

Forbode,  .v.  prohibition  ;  yoddes  foi'hodr, 
it  is  God's  jjrohibition  (i.  e.  God  forbid), 
L.  10  rt. 

Porbrak,  i  pt.  s.  brolie  off,  interrupter!, 
B  4.  p  ].  7. 

For-brused,  pp.  badly  bruised,  B  3804. 

Porby,  adc.  by,  past,  L,  2539. 

Forbyse,  yer.  to  instruct  by  examples,  T. 
ii.  1390.  fA  false  form;  ioi  forbisne(n), 
the  former  n  being  dropped  by  confusion 
with  that  in  the  suffix. j 

Force ;  see  Pors. 

Forcracchen,  ijtr.  to  scratcli  excessively, 
E.  323. 


Porcutteth,  pr.  s.  cuts  to  pieces,  H  340. 
For-do,  1-.  destroy,  'do  for,'T.  i.  238,  iv. 

1681  ;  For-dide,  j><.  8.  slew,  L.  2557  ;  Foi-- 

doon,  2*P-  overcome,  vanquished,  T.  i. 

525 ;    ruined,  T.  v.   1687 ;    destroyed,  H 

290 ;  slain,  L.  939. 
Fordriven,  pp.  driven  about,  B  1.  p  3.  71. 
For-dronken,  j^j*.   extremely  drunk,  A 

3120,  4150. 
Pordrye,    adj.    very   dry,    withered    up. 

F  409. 
Pord^wyned,  adj.  shrunken,  E.  306. 
Fore,   s.   path,    trace    of   steps,    D    no; 

course,  track,  D  1935.     A.  S.  for. 
Foreyne,  adj.  extraneous,  B  3.  p  3.  73. 
Foreyne,   $.   ou^ter    chamber  {or  court- 

yartl  ?;,  L.  1962. 
Porfered,  2>P-   exceedingly  afraid  ;  foi'- 

.ferpd  of  —  very  afraid  for,  F  527. 
Forfeted,  pt.  s.  did  wrong,  I  273. 
Forgaf,  2>t-  s.  of  Foryeve. 
Forgat,  2it.  s.  o.f  Forj^ete. 
Forgift,  8.  forgiveness,  L.  1853. 
Por-go,  pp.  overwalked,  exhausted  with 

walking,  HF.  115. 
Porgon,  ger.  to  give  up,  forego,  (better 

forgo),  T.  iv.  195  ;  lose,  E.  1473  ;  Forgoon, 

pp.  lost,  B  2 1  S3. 
Porheed,  s.  forehead,  E.  860;  Forheved, 

B  I.  p  4.  139. 
For-hoor,  adj.  very  hoary,  E.  356. 
Forkerveth.,  jjr.  s.  hews  in  pieces,  H  340. 
Forlaft,  j*/>.  abandoned,  C  83. 
Porleseth,  j>/-.  s.  loses,  I  789.     See  For- 
lorn. 
Por-leten,  v.  abandon,  give  up,  C  804 ; 

yield  up,  B  1848;    Forlete,  pr.  jd.  for- 
sake,  I  93  ;    Forleten,  j;jj.   abandoned, 

given  up,  HF.  604. 
Porliven,   v.   degenerate,   B  3.   p  6.  56; 

Forliveti,  x>p.  as  adj.  degenerate,  ignoble, 

B  3.  m  6.  13. 
Forlorn,  2>P-  utterly  lost,  L.  2603.     See 

Forlese. 
Porlost,  2>P-  utterly  lost,  T.  iii.  280. 
Forloyn,  s.  note  on  a  horn  for  recall,  3. 

386. 
Forme,  s.  form,  A   305;    form,    lair  (of 

a  hare),  B  1294. 
Porme-fader,  s.  fore-father,  first  father, 

B  2293. 
Formal,   s.   companion   (said   of   birds), 

5-  ,S7')  .S73- 
Pormely,  ado.  formally,  T.  iv.  497. 
Former,  .1.  Creator,  C  19. 
Fonner  age,  the  Golden  Age  of  old,  9.  2. 
Formest,  adj.  sup.  foremost,  3.  S90. 
Porn-cast,  2)p.  premeditated,  B  4407. 
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Forneys,  s.  furnace,  A  202,  550. 

For-old.  adj.  extremely  old,  A  2124. 

Forpampred,  2>1>-  exceedingly  pampered, 
spoilt  by  paniiieriiig-,  9.  5. 

For-pyned,  2>1>-  wasted  away  (by  torment 
in- 2>ine),  A  205. 

Fors.  s.  force,  A  2723 ;  nojhrg,  no  matter, 
no  consequence,  A  2723,  B  285  ;  no  force, 
no  matter,  i8.  53^  no  furs  in.  it  is  no 
matter,  T.  iv.  322  ;  no  force  of,  no  matter 
lor,  ID.  13 ;  no  fors  of  me,  no  matter 
about  me,  4.  197 ;  thereof  no  fors,  never 
mind  that,  3.  11 70;  make  no  fors,  pay 
no  Leed,  H  68  ;  /  do  no  fors,  I  care  not, 
D  1254  ;  I  do  no  fors  thereof,  it  is  nothing 
to  me,  3.  542  ;  doth  no  fors,  takes  no  ac- 
count, I  711  ;  what  fors,  what  matter,  T. 
ii.  i7^. 

Forsake,  v.  deny,  B  1.  p  4.  164 ;  leave, 
B  3431  :  Forsook,  j)<.  s.  forsook,  B.  1538; 
Forsaken,  i)p.  R.  1408  ;  imp.  pi.  give  iip. 
C  280. 

Forseid,  p^y.  as  adj.  aforesaid,  5.  120. 

Forseinge,  s.  prevision,  T.  iv.  989. 

Forshapen.  j/j>.  metamorphosed,  T.  ii.  66. 

For-shright,  pp.  exhausted  with  shriek- 
ing. T.  iv.  1 147. 

For-sight,  s.  foresight,  T.  iv.  961. 

For-sleuthen,  v.  waste  in  sloth,  B  4286. 

Forsleweth,  pr.  s.  wastes  idly,  1  685. 

Forsluggeth,  pr.  s.  spoils,  allows  (goods) 
t'>  spoil,  I  685. 

Forsongen,  pp.  tired  out  with  singing, 
R.  004. 

Forster.  s.  forester,  A  117. 

Forstraught,  pp.  distracted,  B  1295. 

Forswor  him,  pt.  s.  was  forsworn,  HF. 
389  ;  Forswore,  pp.  falsely  sworn  by,  L. 
2522  ;  Forsworn,  forsworn,  L.  927. 

Forth,  adv.  forth,  on,  further,  onward,  5. 
27  ;  D  15(^)9,  F  604,  6t)5,  964  ;  forward, 
HF.  2r)6i  ;  out,  5.  352  ;  continually,  F 
1081  ;  away,  T.  i.  118  ;  still,  4.  148  ;  tho 
f,  thenceforth,  T.  i.  1076 ;  forth  to  love, 
i.  e.  they  proceed  to  love,  T.  ii.  788. 

Forth.er,  adv.  more  forward,  A  4222 ; 
Further,  (go)  further,  A  4117. 

Fortheren,  ger.  to  further,  T.  v.  1707. 

Forthering,  s.  furtherance,  aid,  L.  69a. 

Forther-moor,  adv.  further  on,  A  2069  ; 
Forthenuorc,  moreover,  C  357. 

Forther-over,  adv.  moreover,  C  648. 

Forthest.  adj.  and  adv.  furthest,  B  4.  p  (>. 
136. 

For-th.inke,  v.  seem  amiss,  {or  here)  seem 
serious,  T.  ii.  1414  ;  ji/'.  s.  impcrs.  seems 
a  pity  (to  me),  E  1906 ;  Forthoughto, 
pf.  s.  subj.  should  displease,  E.  1O71. 

C 


Forthren,  ger.  to  further,   help,  assist, 

L.   71,  472,   i6i8;    ger.  to  further,  T.   v. 

1707. 
Forth-right,      adv.      straightforwardly, 

straiglit forward,  E.  295:  F  1503. 
Forth  ward,  adv.  forwards.  B  263.  F  1169. 
For-thy,  adv.  therefore,  on  that  account, 

A  1841.  41)31. 
Fortroden,  pp.  trodden   under   foot,    I 

190. 
Fortuit,  adj.  fortuitous,  B  5.  p  i.  or. 
Fortuna  maior,  a  name  for  the  auspicious 

planet   Jupiter,  T.  iii.   1420.     (^Or  else, 

a  cluster  of  stars  near  the  beginning  of 

Pisces  ;  cf.  Dante,  Pvrg.  xix.  4). 
Fortunel,  adj.  accidental,  B  5.  m  i.  16. 
Fortunen,  v.  to  give  (good  or  bad )  fortune 

to,  A  417;  Fortunest,  2  pr.  s.  renderest 

hicky    or    unlucky,    A    2377 ;    p^    ^>Z. 

happened^    chanced,    3.    288 ;    2^P-    en- 
dowed by  fortune,  4.  180. 
Fortunous,  adj.  fortuitous,   accidental, 

B  I.  p  6.  9. 
For-waked,  pp.  tired  out  with  watching, 

3.  126  ;  B  596. 
Forward,    adv.    foremost;   jirst   and  /., 

first  of  all,  B  2431. 
Forw^ard,  s.  agreement,  covenant,  A  53, 

82.,. 
Forwelked,    adj.    withered,    wrinkled, 

deeply  lined,  R.  361. 
Forweped.^jj.  weary,  exhausted  through 

weeping,  3.  126. 
Forwered,  pjj.  worn  out.  E.  235. 
For-'wery,  adj.  very  tired,  5.  93. 
Forwes,  jp/.  furrows,  9.  12. 
For-w^hy,  co»j.  for  what   reason.   T.   iii. 

1009  ;  wherefore,  why.  HF.  20  ;  because, 

3.  461,  793. 
For-witer,  *.  foreknower.  B  5.  p  6.  329. 
Forwiting,  ■«.  foreknowledge,  B  4433. 
For-wot,  jj;'.  *.  foreknows,  foresees,  HF. 

45- 
Forwrapped,  pi>.    wrapped   up,   C    718 ; 

concealed,  1  320. 
For-yede,  pt.  s.  gave  up.  T.  ii.  1330. 
Foryelde,  v.  vield  in  return,  requite,  E 

831. 
Foryetelnesse,  •«.  forgetfulness.  I  827. 
Foryeten,  v.  forget.  T.  iii.  55 ;  2''>'-  *•  f'''i'- 

gets,  T.  ii.  375 ;  Forget,  for  Forgeteth, 

pr.  s.   forgets,   E.   61  :    Forgat.    i  pt.  s. 

forgot,  C  919  ;  For-yat.  2>f-  *•  T.  v.   1535  ; 

For-yeten,  2^P-  forgotten,  A  2021  ;  For- 

geten,  j>p.  B  2602. 
Foryetful,  adj.  forgetful.  E  472. 
Foryetinge,  ».  forgetfulness.  B  2.  p  7.  98. 
Foryeve,  i'.  forgive,  B  994  ;  For\-af,  2>t-  3. 

c  3 
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forgave,  T.  iii.  1129,  1577;  Forgaf,  pt.  s. 

L.   lOi  ;  Foryeve,  pt.  pi.  L.  J848  ;   For- 

yevcn,  pp.  forgiven,  T.  ii.  595. 
Foryifnesse,  «.  forgiveness,  B  2963. 
Fostreth,    pr.     s.     cherishes,     E     1387 ; 

Fostred,  pt.   s.    nourished,    fed,    kept, 

£  222,  H  131 ;  pp.  nurtured,  nourished, 

C  219. 
Fostring,  5.  nourishment,  D  1845. 
Fote,  s.  foot,  short  distance,  F  1177;  dat. 

L.  271 1 ;  him  to  J'.,  at  his  foot,  L.  1314 ; 

on  /.,  on  foot,  F  390. 
Fother,  s.   load,   properly   a    cart-load, 

A  530;  great  quantity,  A  1908. 
Fot-hoot,  adv.  hastily,  immediately,  3. 

375- 

Foudre,  s.  thunderbolt,  HF.  535. 

Foughten,  pp.  fought,  A  62. 

Foul,  s.  bird,  F  149 ;  pi.  birds,  L.  37,  130. 

Foule,  udv.  vilely,  D  1069  ;  foully,  3.  623  ; 
5.  517;  evilly,  A  4220;  shamefully,  L. 
1307 ;  hideously,  D  1082 ;  meanly,  E. 
1 06 1. 

Fouler,  adj.  comp.  uglier,  D  999. 

Fouler,  s.  fowler,  L.  132. 

Founde  (i),  ger.  to  found,  T.  i.  1065. 

Founde  (2),  v.  seek  after,  7.  241  ;  i  pr.  s. 
try,  endeavour,  7.  47. 

Foundement,  s.  foundation,  HF.  1132. 

Foundred,  pt.  s.  foundered,  stumbled, 
A  2087. 

Founes,  s.  pi.  fawns,  3.  429 ;  Fownes 
(metaphonc(iUy),  young  desires,  T.  i.  465.- 

Fourneys,  s.  furnace,  B  3353. 

Fourtenight,  fourteen  nights,  a  fort- 
night, T.  iv.  1327. 

Fo'wel,  s.  bird,  A  190,  2437. 

Foyne,  ji^r.  s.  imp.  let  him  thrust,  A 
-550;  2^''-  *■  -•^  ''>i5  ',  pi'-  pl-  A  1654. 

Foyson,  s.  abundance,  plenty,  A  3165. 

Fraknes,  jjL  freckles,  A  2109. 

Frame,  ye/:  to  put  together,  build,  T.  iii. 
530. 

Franchyse,  s.  liberality,  E  1987;  noble- 
ness, F  1524  ;  privilege,  I  452. 

Frankeleyn,  s.  franklin,  freeholder,  A 

Frankes,  J*?,  fianks,  B  1371,  1377. 

Frape,  s.  company,  pack,  T.  iii.  410.  O.F. 
frapp,  troop. 

Fraught,  pp.  freighted,  B  171  ;  Imn  doon 
fr.,  have  caused  to  be  freighted. 

Frayneth,  pr.  s.  prays,  beseeches,  B  1790. 

Free,  adj.  liberal,  generous,  B  13O6,  1854  ; 
bounteous,  liberal,  3.  484  ;  noble,  beau- 
tiful, C  35;  profuse,  lavish,  A  4387;  as 
8.  noble  one,  6.  104. 

Freedom^  s.  liberality,  L.  1127. 


Freele,  adj.  frail,  fragile,  I  1078. 

Freend,  s.  friend,  A  670. 

Freendlich,  adj.  friendly,  A  2680. 

Freletee,  s.  frailty,  C  78,  D  92. 

Fremede,  adj.  foreign  ;  Fremed  (bffore  a 
voicH),  strange,  wild  ;  fremed  and  tame, 
wild  and  tame,  every  one,  T.  iii.  529 ; 
Fremde,  foreign,  F  429.     A.  S.  fremede, 

Frenesye,  s.  madness,  D  2209. 

Frenetyk,  adj.  frantic,  T.  v.  206. 

Frengea,  pl.  fringes,  D  1383  ;  borderings, 
HF.  1318. 

Frere,  s.  friar,  A  208,  D  829. 

Fresshe,  ado.  newly,  L.  204. 

Fre.sshe,  i'.  refresh,  E.  1513. 

Fret,  s.  ornament,  L.  215,  225,  228. 

Freten,  v.  eat  (governed  by  aaugh),  A 
2019  ;  pr.  s.  devours,  E.  387  ;  j9<.  pl.  con- 
sumed, D  561  ;  Freten,  pp.  eaten,  de- 
voured, A  2068  ;  Frete,  pp.  B  475. 

Fretted,  jy>.  adorned,  set,  L.  1117. 

Freyne,  v.  ask,  question,  T.  v.  1227 ;  pt.  s. 
B  3022  ;  pjp.  G  433. 

Fro,  2»'<'P-  from,  A  44 ;  out  of,  4.  254  ;  to 
and  fro,  L.  2358,  2471. 

Frogges,  pl.  frogs,  E.  1410. 

From,  jjrep.  from,  A  128  ;  apart  from,  T. 
iv.  7O6  ;  from  the  time  that,  E.  850. 

Frosty,  adj.  frosty,  cold,  A  268 ;  which 
comes  in  the  winter,  5.  364. 

Frote,  ger.  to  rub,  T.   iii.   1115;  i>r.  s.  A 

3747- 
Frothen,  pr.  pl.  become  covered  with 

foam,  A  ifjsQ. 
Fro-this-forth,  henceforward,  T.  iv.  314, 
Frounced,  adj.  wrinkled,  E.  365. 
Frounceles,  adj.  unwrinkled,  E.  860. 
Frount,  s.  true  countenance,  B  2.  p  8,  7. 
Fructuous,  adj.  fruitful,  I  73. 
Fruit,  s.  fruit,  i.  38 ;  result,  F  74. 
Fruytesteres,  s.  pl.  fern..  fruit-seUers,  C 

4  78. 
Frye,  i-.  fi-y,  A  383,  D  487. 
Fugitif,  adj.  fleeing  from  (Lat.  profuyus), 

HF.  146. 
Ful,  adj.  satiated,  T.  iii.  1661  ;  atte  ftdle, 

at  the  full,  completely,  A  651. 
Ful,  adi\   fully,  F  1230;  very,   quite,   B 

3506,  F  52  ;  /.  many,  very  many,  F  128. 
Fuifille,  V.  fulfil,  6.  17  ;  Fulfelle  (Kentish 

form),  ger.  T.  iii.  510  ;  Fulfuldest,  2 pt.  s. 

didst  satisfy,  B  2.  p  3.  66  ;  Fulfilled, pjp. 

quite  full,  L.  54. 
Fulsomnesse,  s.  copiousness,  excess,  F 

405. 

Fume,  s.  vapour,  B  41 14. 

Fumetere,  s.  lumitory,  Fumaria  offici- 
nalis, B  4153. 
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Pumositee, ,«.  lunies  arising  from  drunk- 
enness, C  ,s(>7,  F  358. 

Fundement  (i),  s.  loundation,  D  2103  ; 
(2)  fundament,  C  950. 

Funeral,  adj.  T.  v.  302  :  funereal,  A  2864, 
2912. 

Fiirial,  culj.  tormenting,  furious,  F  448. 

Furie,  s.  monster,  A  2684 ;  rage,  T.  v. 
212. 

Furlongs,  pi.  furlongs,  A  4166  ;  Furlong- 
wey,  a  short  distance,  B  ^^j;  Forlong- 
wey,  a  brief  time  ilit.  time  of  walking 
a  furlong,  2 '--  minutes),  T.  iv.  1237. 

Furre,  s.  fur,  K.  jjS. 

Furred,  jip.  furred,  trimmed  with  fur, 
R.  227,  4<j8. 

Furringe,  s.  fur-trimming,  I  418. 

Further-over,  moreover,  2.  85. 

Fiirthre,  ger.  to  help,  HF.  2023 ;  pp.  ad- 
vanced, 7.  273. 

Fusible,  adj.  capable  of  being  fused, 
G  856. 

Fustian,  s.  fustian,  A  75. 

Futur,  adj.  future,  T.  v.  748. 

Fyle,  v.  lilo,  smoothe  by  filing,  5.  212 ; 
Fyled,  j)jx  A  2152. 

Fyn,  s.  end,  E.  1558 ;  death,  T.  ii.  527 ; 
result,  B  3348,  3884 ;  aim,  E  2106 ;  object, 
T.  ii.  425,  iii.  S5i  I  for  fyn,  finally,  T.  iv. 

477- 
Fyn.  adj.  fine,  strong,   A  1472 ;  of  fyne 

force,  of  verj'  need,  T.  v.  421. 
Fyne,  v.  finish,  T.  iv.  26  ;  cease,  end,  T.  iL 

1460. 
Fynt,  pr.  s.  finds,  A  4071 ;  Fint,  Gr  218. 
Fyr,  s.  fire,  B  3734  ;  Fyr  of  Seint  Antony, 

erj-sipelas,  I  427. 
Fyr-makinge,  s.  making  of  the  fire,  A 

2914. 
Fysicien,  s.  physician,  B  i.  p  3.  4. 

G. 

Gabbe,  ger.  to  boast,  prate,  A  3510 ;  i  pr.  s. 

lie,  speak  idlv,  3.  1075 ;  Gabbestow,  liest 

thou,  T  iv.  481. 
Gabber,  .'*.  liar,  idle  talker,  I  89. 
Gable,  «.  gable-end,  A  3571. 
Gadeling,  *.  idle  vagabond,  gad-about,  E. 

<;3S. 
Gadereth,  /<>•.  s.  gathers,  A  1053. 
Gaderinge,  •«.  gathering,  B  2765. 
Gaillard,  adj.  joyous,  merry,   lively,  A 

4^<i7- 
Galantyne,  s.  a  kind  of  sauce,  galantine, 

9.   I'J  ;    12.  17. 

Galaxye,  s.  the  Galaxy,  Milky  Way.  5. 
56 ;  HF.  936. 

C 


Gale,  V.  sing,  cry  out,  D  852 ;  2>r.  s.  siihj. 
exclaim,  L>  1336. 

Galianes,  s.  pi.  medicines,  C  306.  So 
named  after  Galen. 

Galingale,  s.  sweet  cypems,  A  381.  (A 
spice  was  prepared  from  the  root  of  the 
plant.) 

Galle,  8.  sore  place,  D  940. 

Galles.  pi.  feelings  of  envj-,  9.  47. 

Galoche,  s.  a  .shoe,  F  555. 

Galoun,  «.  gallon,  H  24." 

Galping.  prcs.  pi.  gaping,  F  350. 

Galwes.  s.  pi.  gallows,  B  3924" 

Gamed,  pt.  s.  iinptrs.  it  pleased,  A  534. 

Gamen,  s.  game,  sport,  T.  ii.  38,  iii.  250; 
joke,  jest,  E  733 ;  amusement,  fun,  merri- 
ment, A  2286,  4354. 

Gan,  pt.  s.  of  Ginne. 

Ganeth,  pr.  s.  yawneth,  H  35. 

Gape,  V.  gape,  gasp,  B  3924  ;  Gapeth,  p): 
s.  opens  his  mouth,  L.  2004  ;  Gape  (olno 
Cape),  pr.  pi.  gape,  stare,  A  3841. 

Gapinges,  s.  pi.  greedy  wishes,  B  2.  m  2. 
17  (Lat.  hiatus). 

Gappe,  c«.  gap,  A  1639,  1645. 

Gardin-wal.  s.  garden-wall,  A  1060. 

Gardinward,  adv.  gardenward  ;  to  the  g., 
towards  the  garden,  F  1505.. 

Gargat,  s.  throat,  B  4524. 

Garleek,  s.  garlick,  A  634. 

Garnement,  s.  garment,  E.  896. 

Garnere,  s.  gamer,  granary,  E  1148. 

Garnisoun,  s.  garrison,  B  2217. 

Gas,  J)'!'-  s.  goes  (Northemi,  A  4037. 

Gastly,  adv.  terrible,  A  1984. 

Gastnesse,  s.  terror,  B  3.  p  5.  29. 

Gat,  j)t.  s.  o/Geten. 

Gat-tothed,  adj.  having  the  teeth  far 
apart,  A  468,  D  603. 

Gaude,  s.  gaud,  toy,  pretence,  T.  ii.  351  ; 
trick,  C  389 :  p>l.  pranks,  I  651. 

Gaudfe,  ndj.  dyed  witli  weld,  A  2079.  Fr. 
gander,  to  dye  with  weltl. 

Gauded,  i>p.  furnished  with  beads  called 
gauds,  A  159.  (Tlie  bead  or  gaud  was 
formerly  called  gaudee,  from  Lat.  imp, 
pi.  gaud^ite.) 

Gaure,  v.  stare,  T.  ii.  1 157 ;  ger.  to  stare, 
gaze,  A  3827. 

Gay,  adj.  finely  dressed,  A  74,  in  ;  joyous, 
E.  435  ;  wanton,  A  3709. 

Gaylard,  adj.  lively,  A  3336. 

Gayler,  s.  gaoler,  A  10O4. 

Gayneth,  pr.  s.  avails,  A  1176;  pt.  s.  pro- 
fited, T.  i.  352. 

Gaytrea  beryies,  bei-ries  of  the  gay-tree 
or  gait-tree  /goat-tree),  berries  of  the 
Jihnmnus  catharticus,  or  buckthorn,   B 
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4155.  Called  ffetb(irs-tr('i,  goat-berry-trce. 
in  Swedish  dialects  i  Rietzl 

Greaunt,  s.  giant,  B  1997,  3-'98. 

Gebet,  s.  gibbet,  gallows,  HF.  106. 

Geen,  pp.  gone  (Northern),  A  4078. 

Geeth,  pr.  s.  goes,  L.  2145. 

Generally,  adc.  everywhere,  T.  i.  86. 

Gent,  adj.  refined,  exquisite,  noble.  B 
1905 ;  slim,  A  3254  ;  J'ehi.  graceful,  E. 
1032. 

Genterye,  s.  nobility,  magnanimity.  L. 
394;  gentility,  D  1146;  gentle  birth,  I 
452  ;  rank,  I  461  ;  sign  of  good  birth, 
I  601. 

Gentil,  adj.  gentle,  refined.  A  72  :  gentle, 
woi-thy,  B  1627;  excellent,  A  718  ;  mild 
in  manner,  compassionate,  A  647  ;  well- 
bred,  Dm;  beantifiil,  E.  1081  :  charm- 
ing, E.  1016. 

Gentillesse,  s.  gentleness,  noble  kindness, 
courtesy,  good  breeding,  L.  610,  1010, 
1080  ;  A  920  ;  nobility,  B  3854  ;  gentility, 
D  1109  ;  worth,  E  96  ;  kindness,  G  1054  ; 
condescension,  B  853  ;  high  birth.  I  585  ; 
slenderness,  symmetry,  F  426  :  delicate 
nurture,  E  593. 

Gentilleste,  adj.  mtj).  noblest,  E  72,  131. 

Gentilly,  adv.  gently,  honourably,  A 
3104 ;  courteously,  B  1093 ;  frankly,  F 
674. 

Gentils,  s.  pi.  gentlefolk.  A  31 13. 

Geomancie,  s.  divmation  by  figures  made 
on  the  earth,  I  605. 

Geometriens,  s.  pi.  geometricians,  B  3. 

P  10.  143- 

Gere,  s.  gear,  armour,  A  2180;  equip- 
ment, A  4016  ;  property,  B  800  ;  ixtensils, 
A  352  ;  apparel,  A  36=; ;  pi.  contrivances, 
F  1276. 

Gere,  s.  changeful  manner.  A  1372  ;  pi. 
changeful  ways,  A  1531. 

Gerful,  adj.  changeable,  T.  iv.  286 :  A 
i53«.     Cf.  Gery. 

Garland,  s.  garland,  E.  566. 

Garner,  s.  garner,  A  593. 

Gery,  adj.  changeable,  A  153'). 

Gessa,  v.  suppose,  imagine,  E.  1115  ;  i  pr. 
3.  sujipose,  A  82,  117,  B  3435,  3960. 

Gassinga,  s,  opinion,  B  i.  xi  4.  315. 

Gest,  8.  guest,  HF.  288. 

Geste,  s.  romance,  tale,  story,  T.  ii.  83, 
iii.  450  ;  in  geste,  in  romance-form,  like 
the  common  stock-stories,  B  2123,:  pi. 
stories,  D  642  ;  occurrences,  T.  i.  145 ; 
exploits,  affairs,  T.  ii.  1349;  histories, 
history,  B  1126;  deeds,  HF.  1434. 

Gestours,  s.  pi.  stor>--tellers,  B  2036 ; 
Gestiours,  HF.  1198. 


Get  (jet  I,  s.  contrivance,  G  1277. 
Geten,  v.  obtain,  get,  L.   2370 ;  beget,  E 
:437  ;  Get,  pr.  s.  procures.  I  828  ;  Gete, 

2  pr.  pi.  asfut.  (ye)  will  get,  5.  O51  ;  Gat, 
pt.  s.  begat,  B  715  :  got,  7.  206  ;  jirocured 
for,  A  703  ;  Geten,  pp.  gotten,  obtained, 
A  291  ;  won,  L.  1753;  begotten,  L.  1402  ; 
hail  geten  hem,  to  have  acquired  for 
themselves,  F  $6. 

Gif,  conj.  if  (-Northern).  A  4181.  4190. 
Gigges,  p?.  rapid  movements.  HF.  1942. 
Gigginga.  pres.  pt.  pi.  fitting  with  straps. 

A  2504.      From  O.F.  guigne.  a  handle  of 

a  shield. 
Gilden,  adj.  golden,  3.  338. 
Gilt,  s.  guilt,  offence,  F  757,  nmi ;  pi.  sins, 

B  3015. 
Giltelaes,  adj.  guiltless,  innocent,  A  1312, 
Giltif,  adj.  giiilty,  T.  iii.  1019. 
Gin,  s.  contrivance,  snare,  G  1165;  pi, 

traps,  snares,  E.  1620. 
Gingebraed,  s.  gingerbread,  B  2044. 
Gingere,  s.  ginger,  E.  1369. 
Ginglen,  r.  jingle,  A  170. 
Ginne,  v.  begin,  attempt.  HF.  2004  ;  Gan. 

1  ]yt.  s.   began,  T.  i.  266  ;  (as  ait.riliary 

verb),  did,  E.  734,  1129;  Gonne,  i;?.  did, 

E    1 103  ;  HF.   944,    1002  ;    began,  C  323  ; 

Gonnen,  pt.  pi.  began,  5.  531  :  Gunne, 

pit.  pi.  began,  HF.  1658 ;  did.  HF.  1384 ; 

Gunnen,  pt.  pi.  did,  T.  ii.  150. 
Ginninge,  s.  beguming,  T.  i.  377. 
Gipoun,  s.  a  short  cassock  or  doublet, 

A  75,  2120. 
Gipser,  s.  pouch,  purse,  A  357. 
Girdel,  s.  girdle,  A  358,  3250:  central  line, 

or  great  circle,  A.  i.  17.  49. 
Girden,  gtr.  to  strike,  B  3736.     Properly 

to  switch. 
Girdilstade,  s.  waist.  E.  826. 
Girles,  pi.  young  people,  whether  male 

or  female,  A  664. 
<3riTX,pr.  s.  girds,  L.  1775:  J>J>.  girded,  A  329, 
Giser,  s.  gizzard,  liver.  B  3.  m  12.  47. 
Gitarne,  s.  kind  of  guitar,  cittern,  A  3333. 
Gitarninge,  s.  playing  on  the   gittern, 

or  cittern,    A  3363. 
Glada,  ger.  to  gladden,  cheer,  E   1174; 

ger.  to  console,  A  2837  ;  to  rejoice,  5.  687  ; 

Gladed,  pt.  s.  cheered.  T.  i.  116  ;  imp.  s. 

3  p.  may  he  comfort,  E  822  ;  Gladeth, 
imp.  pi.  rejoice,  4.  i. 

Glader,  s.  one  that  cheers.  A  2223. 

Gladly,  adv.  fitly,  887  ;  willingly,  F  224  ; 
by  preference,  L.  770  ;  that  been  gl.  vjijse, 
that  would  be  tliought  wise,  F  372. 

Gladsom,  adj.  i)leasant.  B  3908. 

Glareth,  2>''-  »•  glistens,  shines,  HF.  272. 
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Glase,  (jer.  to  glaze,  lurnish  with  glass,  T. 

V.  469.     To  glazii  one's  hood  -^  to  jirovide 

with  a  useless  defence. 
Glasing,  s.  glass-work,  3.  327. 
Glede,  -s.  burning  coal,  glowing  coal  or 

ashes,   B  in  ;  coloured  <(S  the  gl^df,   of 

a  bright  red,  gnles,  B  3574  ;  j)t-  glowing 

ooals,  L.  21,^.     See  Gleed. 
Gledy.  adj.  glowing  1  as  a  coal),  burning, 

L.  105. 
Glee,  s.  mnsic,  T.  ii.  1036 ;  entertainment, 

B  2030 ;  J)?,  miasical  instruments,  HF. 

1 2CX.). 

Gleed,  «.  glowing  coal,  L.  735. 

Grlente,  pt.  pi.  glanced,  T.  iv.  1223, 

Gle"we,  i:  fasten,  glue,  HF.  1761. 

Glejnre,  s.  white  lof  an  egg;,  G  806. 

Gliden,  jtp.  of  Glyde. 

Glimsing,  s.  imperfect  sight,  E  2383, 

Gliteren,  p>:  pi.  glitter,  A  977. 

Glood,pt.  s.  o.r' Glyde. 

Glose,  s.  glosing.  comment,  L.  328 ;  F 
106;  explanation,  D  1792  ;  com.mentary, 
hence  margin,  3.  333. 

Glose,  ger.  to  interpret,  explain,  T.  iv. 
1410;  to  Hatter,  B  3330;  speak  with 
circumlocution,  E  2351  ;  persuade  cun- 
ningly, T.  iv.  1471;  cajole,  D  509;  com- 
ment on,  B  I  iKo. 

Glosinge,  s.  explaining,  D  1793. 

Glyde,  v.  glide,  A  1575 ;  ascend,  G  402  ; 
slip,  T.  iv.  1215  ;  up  gl.,  rise  up  graduall.y, 
F  373 :  Glood,  pt.  s.  went  quickly,  B 
2<K>4  ;  Gliden,  pp.  glided,  passed,  E  1887. 

Gniden.  pt.  pi.  i-ubbed,  9. 11.  From  A.S. 
(/nldan. 

Gnof,  s.  churl  (.lit.  thief),  A  3188.  Mod.E. 
;/o»oph. 

Gnow.  pt.  s.  gnawed,  B  3638. 

Gobet,  *.  piece,  morsel,  fragment,  A  696. 

God.  s.  A  769  :  God  be  with  you,  farewell, 
C  748;  Goddes,  God's,  Christ's,  B  1166; 
( pronounced  god's),  D  1096  ;  Goddes,  pi. 
gods,  false  gods,  3.  1328. 

Godhede.  s.  divinity,  A  2381. 

Godlihede,  s.  beauty,  T.  iii.  1730. 

Godsib,  s.  sponsor,  I  909. 

Gold,  s.  made  of  gold,  K.  1103. 

Gold-bete,  adorned  with  beaten  gold, 
gilt,  7.  24.     Cf  Y-bete. 

Goldes,  jtl.  marigolds,  A  1929. 

Gold-hewen,  j)p.  he^\-n  of  gold,  cut  out 
ipf  or  made  of  gold,  A  2500. 

Goldlees.  adj.  moneyless,  B  1480. 

Goldsmithrie,   s.   goldsmiths'   work,    A 

249.S\ 

Golee,  s.  gabble  (lit.  mouthful),  5.  566. 
O.F.  golee. 


Golet,  s.  throat,  gullet,  C  543. 
Goliardeys,  s.  buflbon,  scurrilous  talker, 

A  ,s(x3. 
Gomme,  s.  gum,  L.  121. 
Gon,  V.  go,  proceed,  F200 ;  walk,  L.  1399; 

move,  A  2510 ;  lete  it  goon,  let  it  go,  G 

1475  ;  to  walk,  I  105;  move,  F921  ;  roam, 

L.  21.66;    Goost,   2  pr.  ».  goest,  G  56; 

Goth,  pr.  s.  goes,   i.  68 ;  Gooth  about, 

seeks  for,  T.  i.  1091  ;  Gooth,  goes,  B385  ; 

Geeth,  L.  2145  ;  Gas  (Northern),  A  4037  ; 

Goon,  pir.  jjl.  proceed,  go  along,  E  898  ; 

Goon,  pp.  gone,  L.  792  ;    B  17  ;  Go,  jy). 

gone,  G  907;  Geen  (Northern),  A  4078  ; 

Go,  2)r.  «.  stibj.  may  walk,  L.  2069  ;  Go 

we,  let  us  go,  T.  ii.  615 ;  Goth,  imp.  pi, 

go,  B  3384. 
Gonfanoun,   s.   gonfanon,    gonfalon,    a 

sacred  banner,  R.  1201. 
Gonge,  *•.  privy,  I  885. 
Gonne,  s.  missile,  L.  637 ;  gun,  cannon, 

HF.  1643. 
Gonne,  -n  ;  see  Ginne,  v. 
Good,   s.  property,  goods,  5.  462  ;  Gode, 

dat.  benefit,  HF.  1,  58;  property,  wealth, 

L.  2638  ;  Godes,  pi.  goods,  B  2605. 
Goodlich,  adj.  kind,  bountiful,  G  1053. 
Goodliheed,    s.   seemliness,  T.   ii.   842 ; 

goodly  seeming,  HF.  330  ;  a  goodly  out- 
side, HF.  274. 
Goodly,   adj.  kindly,  B  2921  ;  excellent, 

L.  77  ;  pleasing,  right,   B  3969  ;  portly, 

B  4010. 
Goodly,  adi:  patiently,  T.  iii.  1035  ;  well, 

B  2420  ;  kindly,  HF.  565  ;  reasonably,  T. 

iii.  990  ;  favourably,  T.  iii.  654  ;  rightly, 

B  2860. 
Good-man.  s.  master  of  the  house,  C361 ; 

householder,  L.  1391. 
Goos,  .«.  goose,  5.  358  ;  Gees.  pi.  E  2275. 
Goosish,  adj.   goose-like,  foolish,  T.   iii, 

«84- 
Goost,  2  />/■.  s.  goest,  B  2501. 
Goot,  s.  goat,  A  088,  G  886. 
Gore,  s.  '  g<ire  '  or  gusset  of  a  garment,  B 

1 079  ;  a  triangular  piece  cut  out,  A  3237. 
Goshauk,  *•.  goshawk,  B  1928. 
Gossib, .«.  female  companion,  D  529;  male 

1  spiritual)    relation,    D     243 ;     Godsib, 

sponsor,  I  909. 
Gossomer.  s.  gossamer,  F  259. 
Gost,  i«.  spirit,  ghost,  HF.  185 ;  soul,  i.  56  ; 

mind,  L.  103  ;  ghost  (ii-onically),  H  55  ; 

the  Holy  Spirit,   i.  93  ;  G  328  ;  yehMh 

up  the  gost,  gives  up  the  ghost,  L.  886. 
Gostly,  Goostly.  adj.  spiritual,  I  392. 
Gostly,    adv.    spiritually,    mystically,    G 

109  ;  i-levoutly.  ti-uly,  T.  v.  1030. 
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Goter,  5.  gutter,  cbauuel  for  water,  L. 
2705. 

Gouue-clooth,  s.  cloth  to  make  a  gown, 
1)  2.'47,  2J5J. 

Governaille,  s.  masterj-,  E  hqj  :  j;?.  riiles, 
B  I.  p  6.  3-'. 

Governaunce,  s.  mauagement,  control, 
rule,  HF.  945,  958  ;  providence,  T.  ii. 
467;  dominion,  B  3541;  manner  of 
action,  F  311  ;  self-control,  T.  ii.  1020; 
cliarge,  care,  C  73;  demeanour,  T.  ii. 
219. 

Governe,  v.  control,  T.  iii.  475 ;  imj).  1>L 
arrange,  regulate,  B  145 1,  E  322. 

Governeresse,  s.  fern,  govorjior,  riiler, 
mistress,  1.  141  ;  2.  80. 

Governour,  s.  ruler,  iimpire,  A  813 : 
leader,  L.  lofe. 

Grace,  s.  fa\our,  i.  46 ;  mercy,  F  999  ; 
pardon,  B  647;  good  opinion,  E.  1169; 
virtue,  E.  1099  ;  Mr  grace,  her  favour 
(i.  e.  that  of  the  Virgin),  B  980  ;  ofqrace, 
out  of  favour,  in  kindness,  F  161  ; 
sory  {/race,  an  ill  favour,  HF.  1790;  dis- 
favour, D  746  ;  horde  grace,  displeasure, 
5.  65 ;  displeasure,  disgust,  D  2228  ; 
severity,  HF.  i,s86 ;  disfavour,  misfor- 
tune, T.  i.  713  ;  iU  luck  (i.  e.  a  curse  upon 
him),  G  665  ;  Graces,  jj?.  thanks,  B2994. 

Gracelees,  adj.  xinfavoured  bj-  God,  G 
1078  ;  out  of  favour,  T.  i.  781. 

Grams,  s.  anger,  grief,  harm,  7.  276. 

Grange,  s.  Larn,  granary,  A  3668. 

Grant  mercy,  best  thanks,  G  1380. 

Grapenel,  s.  grapnel,  L.  640. 

Gras  {\),  s.  grass,  E.  1419. 

Gras  (2),  s.  grace,  B  2021. 

Graspe,  v.  grope,  T.  v.  223. 

Gras-tyme,  s.  time  of  eating  grass,  time 
of  youth,  A  3868. 

Graunges,  id.  granges,  barns,  granaries, 
HF.  698.  , 

Graunt,  s.  grant,  E.  851. 

Grauut  mercy,  best  thanks,  G  1156. 

Graunten,  v.  grant,  E.  1483  ;  fix,  name, 
E  179  ;  pt.  a.  assented  to,  L.  2665  ;  j>f.  jd. 
consented  to,  A  786. 

Grave,  s.  A  2778 ;  pit,  L.  680. 

Graven,  v.  engrave,  F  830  ;  Grave,  v.  dig  ; 
dotli  she  gr.,  she  causes  to  be  dug,  L.  678  ; 
bury,  E  681  ;  to  engrave,  C  17  ;  Graven, 
P2>-  engraved,  gra\'en,  HF.  193  ;  buried, 
L.  785  ;  Grave,  pj).  graven,  HF.  157. 

Grayn,  s.  dye  ;  in  grayn,  in  dye,  i.e.  dyed 
of  a  last  colour,  B  191 7. 

Graythe,  ger.  to  clothe,  dress,  E.  584. 

Grece,  *.  grease,  A  135. 

Gredy,  adj.  greedy,  ready,  T.  iii.  1758, 


Gree  (1),  s.  favour,  good  part,  E.  42  ;  good 
■\\'ill,  18.  73  ;  in  gi'ee,  favourably,  T.  ii.  529. 

Gree  (2),  s.  degree,  rank,  L.  1313  ;  supe- 
riority, A  2733. 

Greef,  «.  grievance,  D  2174. 

Greet,  adj.  great,  3.  954 ;  principal,  B  1181  ; 
voc.  B  1797  ;  2^1.  L.  929;  luxiu'iant,  C  37; 
a  greet,  a  great  one,  A  339 ;  Grete,  def, 
adj.  fws.,  the  chief  part,  L.  574. 

Grehoundes,  s.  2>l.  greyliounds,  A  190. 

Greithe,  v.  prepare,  B  3784. 

Grene,  adj.  as  3.,  green  colour,  E.  ^y^;  A 
103  ;  green  clothing  (the  colour  of  in- 
constancy), 21.  7;  green  place,  green 
space,  F  862. 

Grenehede,  v.  greenness,  -wantonness,  B 
163. 

Grenning,  prfs.  2^art.  grinning,  E.  156. 

Gres,  s.  grass,  T.  ii.  515  ;  jj?.  grasses,  HF. 

Grete,  v.  greet ;  im2).  s.  L.  2299  J  Grette, 

I  2^t-  s.  L.  116. 
Gretter,  adj.  comp.  greater,  A  197. 
Grevaunce,  s.  grievance,  trouble,  hard- 
ship,  B  2676  ;   complaint  (against  \\s), 

I.  6^  ;  discomfort,  ,s.  205  ;  affliction,  10. 

47 ;  2^1-  distresses,  T.  i.  647. 
Greve,  s.  grove,  T.  v.   1144;  pL  A  1495; 

boughs,  sprays,  L.  227. 
Greve,  ger.  to  harm,  E.  1042  ;  feel  vexed, 

grumble,    T.    i.    343  ;    2»'-    *•    grieves, 

harms,  A  917;  im2)ers.  it  vexes,  E  647. 
Grevous,    adj.   grievous,   painful,    T.  v. 

1604. 
Greyn,  s.  grain,  corn,  A  596 ;  grain  (dye), 

B  4649  ;  in  greyn,  of  a  fast  colour,  F  51 1 ; 

Greyn  de  Paradys,  grains  of  paradise, 

E.   1369 ;    Greyn,   grain    (of  paradise), 

cardamom,  A  3690. 
Greythen,  2^>'-  1>1-  prepare  (themselves), 

get  ready,  A  4309  ;  ger.  to  adorn,  clothe, 

dress,  E.  584.     Icel.  greiSa. 
ffriffon,  s.  griffin,  A  2133. 
Grille,  adj.  2>l.  horrible,  E.  73. 
Grim,  adj.  angry,  A  2042  ;  fierce,  A  2519. 
Grimnesse,  s.  horror,  I  864. 
Grinte,  i<^  s.  grinned,  D  2161. 
Grintiuge,  s.  gnashing  (of  teeth),  I  208. 
Grisel,   s.    name   given  to  an  old  man, 

whose  hair  is  gray(lit.  old  horse),  16.  35. 
Grisly,    adj.    horrible,    terrible,    awful, 

A  1363,  1971  ;  very  serious,  T.  it  1700. 
Grobbe,  v.  dig,  grub  (up),  9.  29. 
Grome,   s.  man ;   gr.   and  tvcnche,   man 

and  woman,  HF.  206  ;  pJ.  men,  E.  200. 
Gronte,  2>t.  s.  groaned,  B  3899. 
Grope,  V.  try,  test,  examine,  A  644  ;  ge7'. 

to  search  out,  D  1817. 
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Gr6t,  s.  pai-ticle,  atom,  D  woa. 
Grote,  s.  proat,  (Dutch)  coin,  C  945. 
Grounded,  pp.  well  instructed,  A  414; 

touniled,  T.  iv.  1672. 
Groyn  (i),  s.  (a  swine's)  snout,  I  156. 
Groyn(2),  s.  murmur,  T.  i.  349. 
Groyning,  s.  nmrmuring,  A  246<j. 
Grucche,  r.  murmur,  T.  iii.  643  :  ger.  to 

grumble,  I)  443. 
Grucching,  s.  gruml>ling,   complaining, 

murmuring,  l3  4i)<),  I  499. 
Gruf,  ailc.   on  their  faces,  grovellingly, 

in  a  grovelling  posture,  A  949,  B  1865. 

Cf.  Icel.  <(  grufu,  face  downwards. 
Grypen,  ffer.  to  grasp,  K.  204. 
Grys,  0(0'.  gray,  G  559 ;  pomely  fjrys,  i.e. 

dai)ple-gray. 
Grys,  s.  a  gray  fur,  A  194.     The  fur  of 

the  gray  squirrel. 
Guerdon,  s.  recompense,  meed,  reward, 

K.  1526 ;  him  to  g.,  as  a  reward  for  him, 

L.  2052. 
Guar  done.  v.  reward,  I  283  ;  pp.  B  2462. 
Guerdoning,  s.  reward,  5.  455. 
Gyde,   s.   guide,    A    804 ;    ruler,    G   45 ; 

guide,  wielder,  5.  136. 
Gyde,  ger.  to  direct,  lead,  T.  i.  183 ;  to 

giiide,  T.  iii,   181 1  ;  pr.  pi.  condiict,  T. 

ii.  1 104. 
Gyderesse,  s.  conductress,  B  4.  p  i.  9. 
Gyding,  s.  guidance,  T.  v.  643. 
Gye,  V.  guide,  A  1050,  E  1429 ;   conduct 

(myself),  L.  2045 ;  govern,  A  3046  ;  rule, 

B  3587 ;  instruct,  control,  B  1286 ;  ger. 

to  guide,  T.  v.  546  ;    to  regulate,  I  13  ; 

as  vrisly  he  gye,  so  verily  may  he  guide, 

25-  8. 
Gyle,  s.  deceit,  A  2596  ;  trick,  T.  iii.  777. 
Gylour.  s.  beguiler,  trickster,  A  4321. 
Gyse,   s.    guise,    way,    A   003 :    manner, 

K.   789,  A  1 208,   1789;    custom,  A  993; 

way,  plan,  T.  iv.  1370. 
Gyte,  s.  dress,  perhaps  skii-t  or  mantle, 

A  3954  ;  2>/.  B  559.    Cf.  gyde  in  Jamieson's 

Diet.,  where  the  sense  is  dress,  skirt, 

or  mantle.     Gascoigne  uses  gite  in  the 

sense  of  dress  in  his  Philomeua,  1.  117: 

'  A  stately  Nimpli,  a  tlame  of  heauenly 

kinde.  Whose  glittering  gite  so  glimsed 

in  mine  eyes.' 

H. 

Ha  !  ha  I  inter j.  B  4571. 
Haberdasslier,  s.  seller  of  hats,  A  361. 
Habergeoun,  s.  a  hauberk   or  coat   of 

mail,  A  76,  21 19. 
Habitacle,  s.  habitable  space,  B  2.  p  7. 

51.)  :  Habitacles,  pi.  niches,  HF.  1 194. 


Haboundaunt,  pres.  pt.  abounding,   B 

3.  p  2.  32. 
Habounde,  v.  abound,  B  3938,  E  1286. 
Habundant,  <ulj.  abundant,  E  59. 
Habundaunce,  s.  plwity,  B  2322. 
Habyten,  pr.  pi.  inhal)it,  K.  660. 
Hacches,  pi.  hatclu-s,  L.  648. 
Hailes,  jil.  hail-storms,  HF.  9'')7. 
Haiuselins,  s.  pi.  short  jackets,   I  422. 

O.F.  hainsclin,  litnncellin,  a  sort  of  robe ; 

cf.  G.  Hemd,  shirt. 
Haire,  s.  hair-shirt,  R.  438. 
Hakeney,  s.  old  horse,  K.  1 137  ;  G  559. 
Halde,  pp.  held,  esteemed  (Northern),  A 

4208. 
Hale,   V.    draw,    attract,   5.    151 ;    pr.   s. 

draws  back,  i.  68. 
Half,   s.  side,    HF.    1 136;    behalf,   T.   ii. 

1734 ;    Halfe,  dat.  5.  125 ;    on  my  hal/e, 

from   me,  3.    139 ;    a  goddes   halfe,    on 

God's  side,  in  God's  name.  D  50  ;  Halve, 

dat.  side,  part,   T.    iv.    94"; ;   pi.  sides, 

A  3481. 
Half-goddes,  pi.  demi-gods,  L.  387. 
Half-yeer  age,  of  the  age  of  half  a  year, 

A  3971. 
Haliday,  s.  holiday,  A  3309,  3340. 
Halke,  s.  corner,   R.   464  ;  hiding-place, 

L.  1780;  nook,  F  1121  ;  pil.  G311. 
Halle,  s.  hall,  A  353 ;  dining-room,  T.  ii. 

1 1 70;  parlour,  B  4022. 
Halp,  pt.  3.  of  Helpe. 
Hals.  s.  neck,  HF.  394 ;  B  73  ;  cut  the  hals, 

cut  in  the  throat,  L.  292  a. 
Halse,  I  pr.  s.  I  conjure,  B   1835.     The 

proper  meaning  of  A.S.   healsian  is  to 

clasp  round  the  neck  (A.S.  heals),  and 

thence  to  beseech,  supplicate. 
Halt,  pr.  s.  o/Holde  and  Halteu. 
Halten,  ger.  to  limp,  T.  iv.   1457  i  Halt, 

pr.  s.  goes  lame,  3.  622, 
Halve    goddes,    2)1.    demigods,    T.    iv. 

'545- 
Halvendel,  s.   the  lialf  part  (of),  T.  v. 

Halwen,  ger.  to  hallow,  I  919. 

Halwes,  j^/.  saints,  B  luOo:  apostles.  3. 
831  ;  shrines  of  saints,  A  14. 

Haly-dayes,  p>l.  holy-days,  festivals,  A 
3952,  I  667. 

Ham,  ^«.  home  (Northern),  A  4032. 

Hameled,  pp.  cut  off,  T.  ii.  964.  (It 
refers  to  the  mutilation  of  dogs  that 
were  found  to  be  pursuing  game 
secretly.  Tliey  were  mutilated  by 
cutting  off  a  foot.)  A.S.  hamelian,  to 
mutilate. 

Hamet,  s.  hammer,  A  2508. 
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Hampred.  jyjy.  hampei-ed,  bvu-dened,  R. 

1403. 

Hand.  s.  hainl.  A  108;  in  liis  hande, 
leading  liy  his  hand.  L.  21,^. 

Handebrede,  «.  liand's  breadth,  A  38 n. 

Handwerk.  .s.  creatures,  things  created, 
D  1562. 

Hangetli,  pr.  s.  as  fut.  -will  hang,  R.  193  ; 
Heeng,  j>f.  s.  hung,  A  3250 ;  Heng,  j^t.  s. 
hung,  R.  224,  240 ;  (which)  hung,  E 
1883  ;  liung  down,  T.  ii.  680  ;  Hanged, 
pji.  hung  round,  A  2568  ;  hung,  T.  ii.  353. 

Hap,  s.  chance,  E  2057 ;  hick,  success, 
B  3928,  G  1209  ;  good  fortune,  3.  1039  i 
h.  other  grace,  a  mere  chance  or  a 
special  favour,  3,  810;  pi.  occurrences, 
3.  1279. 

Happe,  V.  happen,  befall,  A  585 ;  h.  how 
h.  iiui;/,  happen  what  may,  T.  v.  796. 

Happen,  pr.  s.  siibj.  (it)  mav  happen,  L. 
78. 

Happy,  adj.  lucky,  T.  ii.  621. 

Hard,  <fdj.  hard,  A  229 ;  of  hard,,  with 
difficulty.  T.  ii.  1236  ;  de/.  crviel,  6.  106 ; 
F  499 ;  uifh  h.  cjrace,  with  displeasure, 
severity  (see  Grace). 

Harde.  adv.  tightly,  A  3279. 

Hardely.  adv.  boldly,  R.  270 ;  unhesitat- 
ingly. 6.  118  ;  scarcely,  R.  4  ;  certainly, 
HF.*359. 

Hardiment.  .5.  boldness,  T.  iv.  533. 

Hardiuesse,  .s.  boldness,  A  1948,  B  3210; 
fool-hardiness,  B  2508  ;  insolence,  I  438. 

Harding,  s.  hardening,  tempering,  F  243. 

Hardn6sse,  s.  cruelty,  4.  232 ;  hardship, 
1 1)88. 

Hardy,  adj.  bold,  A  405 ;  sturdy,  F  19 ; 
rash,  R.  1038. 

Harie,  ger.  to  drag,  I  171  ;  Haried,  pp. 
pulled  forcibly,  A  2726. 

Harlot,  «.  a  person  of  low  birtli,  servant- 
lad,  D  1754;  ribald,  A  647;  rogue, 
rascal,  A  4268  ;  Harlotes,  2^1-  thieves, 
pick-pockets,  R.  191.  (Used  of  both 
sexes.) 

Harlotrye,  s.  ribaldry,  A  3145;  wicked- 
ness. D  1328  ;  evil  conduct,  E  2262  ;  j>?. 
ribald  jests,  A  561. 

Harm,  *.  harm,  3.  492 ;  A  385 ;  broken 
harm,  occasional  injury,  petty  annoy- 
ance, E  1425. 

Harneised,  2'P-  equipped  (lit.  harnessed), 
A  114. 

Harneys,  s.  armour,  A  1006 ;  gear,  ar- 
iangement,  I  974 ;  fittings,  A  2896 ; 
harness,  I  433  ;  provision,  IJ  136. 

Harpe-.^tringes,  jt>?.  harp-strings,  HF. 
777- 


Harping,  s.  playing  on  the  hai-p,  A  266. 

Harpour,  «.  harper,  T.  ii.  1030. 

Harre.  .s\  hinge,  A  550.     A.  S.  heorra. 

Harrow!  int€rj.\\e\p\  A  3286.  0.¥.  haro. 

Harwed,  j)^  s.  harried,  despoiled,  A  3512, 
L)  2107.  (Alluding  to  the  harrying  or 
harrowing  of  hell  by  Christ.)  A.  .S. 
henjian. 

Hasard,  s.  dice-play,  C  465,  591. 

Hasardoiir,  s.  gamester,  C  596. 

Hasardrye,  s.  gaming,  playing  at  hazard, 
0  590. 

Hasel-wode,  s.  hazel-wood,  i.e.  no  news 
(see  below),  T.  v.  505,  11 74;  pi.  hazel- 
bushes,  T.  iii.  ^cfo.  (Hazel-woods  shake, 
i.  e.  that  is  no  news,  it  is  of  no  use  to 
tell  me  tliat.) 

Haspe,  s.  hasp,  A  3470. 

Hast,  hast  thou  (so)?  A  4268. 

Hast,  s.  haste,  T.  iii.  1438. 

Hasteth,  imp.  p)l.  make  haste,  I  72. 

Hastif,  adj.  hasty,  A  3545. 

Hastifuesse,  s.  hastiness,  B  2312. 

Hastow,  2  pr.  s.  hast  thou,  A  3533. 

Hateful,  adj.  hateful,  D  366 ;  odious 
(Lat.  odihile),  D  1195. 

Hateredes,  s.  pi.  hatreds,  B  4.  m  4.  2. 

Haubergeons,  s.  jA.  hauberks,  I  1052, 
1054. 

Hauberk,  s.  coat  of  mail,  A  2431,  B  2053. 

Haunche-bon,  s.  thigh-bone,  A  3803  ; 
pd.  haunch-bones,  A  3279. 

Haunt,  s.  abode,  B  2001 ;  '  limit,"  usual 
resort.  A  252  c ;  use,  practice,  skill,  447. 

Haunteth,  jyr.  s.  habitually  uses,  T.  v. 
1556  ;  is  \ised  to,  A  4392  ;  practises,  C 
S47 ;  pr.  2)1.  resort  to,  I  885;  practise, 
i  780,  847. 

Hauteyn,  adj.  proud,  stately,  5.  262  ; 
loud,  C  330;  Hautein,  haughty,  I  614. 

Haven,  v.  liave,  T.  iii.  1463  ;  Han,  v.  F.  56 ; 
keep,  retain,  C  725  ;  take  away,  C  727  ; 
obtain,  G  234  ;  possess  (cf.  '  to  have  and 
to  hold '),  B  208 ;  Hast,  2  j)r.  s.  hast 
thou  so?  A  4268;  Hath,  pr.  s.  has, 
L.  2700 ;  Han,  i  pr.  pi.  have,  L.  28 ; 
2  pr.  j)l.  A  849  ;  Han,  i)r.  2>l.  E  188,  381  ; 
possess,  A.  pr.  24  ;  Hadde,  i  j^t.  s.  pos- 
sesscfl,  2.  34  ;  Hadde,  2*t.  s.  had,  L.  1859 ; 
had,  possessed,  E  438 ;  took,  E  303 ; 
Hade  (used  for  the  rime),  pt.  s.  A  554, 
617;  Hadden,  ])t.  2)1.  had,  kept,  E  201; 
UmWe,  pt.  pi.  L.  184 1  ;  I  hadde  lever,  I 
would  rather,  B  3083 ;  Have,  imp.  s. 
take,  F  759 ;  Have  doon,  make  an  end, 
5.  402. 

Havinge,  s.  possession  {habendi),  B  2. 
m  5-  .«• 
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Ha'we,  (i),  s.  haw,  yard,  enclosure,  0  855. 

Hawe,  (2),  s.  haw  (fruit  of  dofj-rose),  D 
659  ;  with  hawe  bake,  with  balced  liaws, 
i.e.  with  coarse  fare,  B  95. 

Hay,  s.  hedge,  R.  54. 

Hayl,  inter j.  hail !  A  3579. 

Hayt,  inter  j.  come  up  !  I)  154,^ 

He,  pron.  he,  A  44,  &c. ;  used  for  it,  Cr  867, 
868  ;  that  he,  that  man,  HP.  aiXx) :  He  . .  . 
he,  this  one  . .  .  tliat  one,  5.  166  ;  He  and 
he,  one  man  and  another,  T.  ii.  ,1748; 
Him,  dat.  and  ace.  himself,  A  87  ;  Him 
or  here,  him  or  her,  HR  1003;  him 
semed,  it  seemed  to  him,  he  appeared, 
B  3361  ;  Hem,  pi.  dat.  and  ace.  them, 
A  :  I ;  liem  seemed,  it  seemed  to  them, 
they  supposed,  F  56. 

Hed,  pp.  hidden,  L.  208. 

Hede,  s.  heed,  A  aioj ;  tak  h.,  take  care, 

I-  47- 

Hede,  v.  provide  with  a  licad,  T.  ii.  104J. 

H^ed,  i\  head,  A  198,  293,  455  ;  source, 
16.  43  ;  beginning,  F  1282  ;  on  his  h., 
at  the  risk  of  liis  head,  A  1725  ;  mnUjre 
hir  hede,  in  spite  of  all  they  can  d", 
4.  220  ;  maugree  hir  heed,  in  spite  of  all 
she  could  do,  D  887  ;  maiujre  thyn  heed, 
in  spite  of  all  thou  canst  do,  B  104  ; 
Hedes,  pi.  heads,  or  first  points  of  signs, 
A.  i.  17.  20;  Hovedes,  heads,  B  2032. 

Heef,  x>t.  s.  of  Heve. 

Heeld,  pt.  s.  of  Holde. 

Heelp,j>t.  s.  o/Helpe. 

Heeng,  pt.  s.  o/Hange. 

H66p,  s.  heaj),  i.e.  crowd,  host,  A  575  ; 
great  number,  crowd,  T.  iv.  1281. 

H66r,  s.  hair,  K.  549 ;  Heres,  pi.  HF. 
1390. 

Heer,  adr.  here,  B  1177;  Heer  and  ther, 
never  long  in  one  place,  G  1174;  her 
and  ther,   hither   and  thither,  B  5.   p 

5-  X',- 
Heer-agayns,  i)rep.  against  this,  I  668. 
Heer-biforn,    adv.    here-before,    before 

this,  F  1535. 
Heer-forth,  adv.  in  this  direction,  D  looi. 
Heer-niele,  s.  the  thickness  of  a  hair, 

a  hair's  breadth,  A  ii.  38.  17. 
Heeste,  s.  commandment,  I  845. 
Heet,  pt.  s.  of  Hote. 
Hegge,  s.  hedge,  T.  v.  1144 ;  j)l.  B  4408. 
Heigh,  adj.  high,   A  316,  522;    great,  A 

1798;     lofty,    B   3192;    learned,    E    18; 

severe,  B  795  ;    Heighe,  def.  C  633  ;    in 

h.    and  loive,    in   both    high    and    low 

things,  i.  e.  wholly,  A  817,  B  993. 
Heighe,  adv.  high  up,  T.  iv.  996 ;    high, 

B  4007 ;  an  heigh,  on  high,  F  849. 


Heighly,  adv.  gtrongly,  T.  ii.  1733. 

Helde,  v.  hold,  retain,  D  272.  See  Holde 
(the  usual  form). 

Helde,  pt.  jil.  poured  out,  HF.  1686 
(Better  than  '  held.';     See  Hielde. 

Hele,  «.  health,  L.  1159;  recoverj',  well- 
being,  1.  8<) ;  prosperity,  L.  296.  A.  8. 
halu. 

Hele,  dat.  heel,  T.  iv.  728. 

Hele,  I',  conceal,  B2279;  jj^j.  hidden,  B 
4245.     A.  S.  helan. 

Helelees,  adj.  out  of  health,  T.  v.  1593. 

Helen,  v.  heal,  11.  4  ;  j;p,  A  "2706. 

Helle,  s.  hell,  4.  120;  L.  2,  6. 

Helpe,  s.  helper,  assistant,  L.  1616. 

Helpe,  V.  help,  A  258  ;  H.  of,  cure  of,  A  632 ; 
Heelp,  1  pt.  s.  helped,  A  4246;  Heelp, 
pt.  s.  B'920  ;  Halp,  j3<.  8.  A  1651 ;  Helpeth, 
imp.  pi.  L.  68  ;  Holpe,  pt.  s.  subj.  helped, 
R.  1230;  Holpen,  pp.  helped,  aided, 
F  666  ;  healed,  A  18. 

Helply,  adj.  helpful,  T.  v.  128. 

Hem,  them  ;  see  He. 

Hemi-spere,  hemisphere,  T.  iii.  1439. 

Hem-self,  pron.  pi.  themselves,  B  145  ; 
Hem-selven,  F  1420. 

Hen,  s.  hen,  A  177;  (as  a  thing  of  small 
value),  D  11 12. 

Hende,   adj.    courteous,    pohte,   gentle, 

A-  3 '99)  ,3272,  3462. 

Henne,  adv.  hence,  T.  i.  572. 

Hennes,  adv.  hence,  T.  v.  402  ;  now,  HF. 
1284. 

Hennes-forth,  adv.  henceforth,  E.  701. 

Hente,  v.  catch,  I  355  ;  seize,  A  3347 ; 
acquire,  get,  A  299  ;  circumvent,  T.  iv. 
1371  ;  dide  her  for  to  hente,  caused  her 
to  be  seized,  L.  2715  ;  Hent,  x>r.  s.  seizes, 
catches,  T.  iv.  5 ;  Hente,  pi:  s.  subJ. 
may  seize,  G  7 ;  Hente,  J*^  s.  caught, 
took,  A  957 ;  caught  away,  B  1 144 ; 
seized,  caught  hold  of,  T.  ii.  924  ;  grasped, 
C  255  ;  took  forcibly,  E  534 ;  took  in 
hunting,  B  3449;  lifted,  G  205;  pt.pl. 
seized,  A  904 ;  caught,  E.  773 ;  p)p. 
caught,  A  1581. 

Henteres,  s.  pi.  filchers,  B  i.  p  3.  89. 

Hepe,  s.  hip,  the  fruit  of  the  dog-rose,  B 

'937- 
Hepen,  pr.  pi.  augment,  B  5.  p  2.  46 ;  jip. 

accumulated,  T.  iv.  236. 
Her,  Hir,  pron.  pass,  their,  B  136.     A.S. 

heora,  hira,  of  them  ;  gen.  pi.  of  he,  he. 
Heraud,  »\  herald,  A  2533. 
Heraude,  yer.  to  proclaim  as  a  herald 

does,  HF.  1376. 
Herber,  s.  garden,  T.  ii.  1705;  arbour,  L. 

203. 
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Herbergage,  .«.  a  lodging,  abode,  A  4329 ; 

B  4  TO. 
Herbergeours,   5.  2>l.   harbingers,    pro- 

\  iilers  of  lodgings,  B  q')-. 
Herberwe,  or  Herberw,  s.  harbour,  A 

40:1  ;    inn,   A   765 ;    lodging,    shelter,  A 

41 19  ;  dwelling,  position,  F  1035. 
Herberwe,  ger.  to  shelter,  E.  491  ;  Her- 

berweden,  2)t.  j)J.  lodged,  B  2.  p  6.  75. 
Herberwing,   ».  lodging,   sheltering,   A 

Her-biforn,  adj.  before  this  time,  L.  73  ; 

a  ■while  ago,  3.  1136. 
Her-by,  utJc.  with  respect  to  this  matter, 

1  >  2204  ;  hence,  HF.  263. 

Herde,  s.  shepherd,  G  192  ;  keeper  of 
cattle,  A  603. 

Herde-gromes,  i>?.  herdsmen.  HF.  1225. 

Herdes.  j:*?.  coarse  flax,  'hards,'  E.  1233. 

Herdesse,  s.  shepherdess,  T.  i.  653. 

Here,  pron.  liei;,  E.  1260  ;  &c. 

Here,  poss.  pron.  her,  T.  i.  285 ;  &c. 

Here,  adv.  here,  in  this  place,  on  this 
spot,  T.  V.  478.    (Dissyllabic.)  See  Heer. 

Here.  v.  hear,  A  169:  Heren,.i'.  HF.  879; 
Herestow,  2  ptr.  s.  hearest  thou,  A  336() ; 
Herth,  pr.  s.  hears,  L.  327  a ;  Herde, 
pt.  s.  heard,  A  221  ;  Herdestow,  heardest 
thou,  A  4170;  Herd,  jjp.  heard,  3.  129. 

Here-agayns,  against  this,  A  3039  ;  Here- 
a.^eins,  in  reply  to  that,  T.  ii.  1380. 

Here  and  howne,  T.  iv.  210 ;  perhaps 
gentle  and  savage,  i.  e.  one  and  all 
(doixbttul).  Cf.  here,  gentle,  in  Strat- 
mann  :  and  A.  S.  Hiina,  a  Hun. 

Herie,   v.    praise,    T.    iii.    1672 ;    Heriest, 

2  pr.  s.  worshippest,  B  3419 ;  i)r.  s.  B 
1 155;  i'*-  pl-  worshipped,  L.  786  ;  jrp.  B 
872.     A.  S.  heriun. 

Herke,  imp.  s.  hearken,  E  1323  ;  Herketh, 

imp.  x>h  L>  1656. 
Herknen,  v.  hearken,  listen,  I  81  ;  ger. 

to  listen  to,  3.  752  ;  Herkne,  v.  G  1006  ; 

ger.  B  3159 ;  j>t.  s.  listened  to,  A  4173  ; 

Herkned,  pp.  listened,  E.  630  ;  h.  after, 

expected,  F  403. 
Heme,  s.  corner,  F  1121 ;  2*^-  Cf  658. 
Herneys,  s.  armour,  A  2496 ;  pi.  sets  of 

armour,  A  1630. 
Heroner,  s.  falcon  for  herons,  T.  iv.  413. 
Heronere,  adj.  used  for  flying  at  herons, 

L.  1 1 20.     Said  of  a  falcon. 
Heronsewes,    «.  2>^-   hemshaws,   young 

herons,    F    68.      Heromew  is   derived, 

regularly,   from    A.  F.    herovncel,   later 

Jieronnceau  ;  a  diminutive  from  heroiin, 

like  lioncel  from  lion. 
Herse,  s.  hoarse,  2.  15,  36, 


Hert,  s.  hart,  3.  351  ;  5.  195. 

Herte,  s.  heart,  A 150, 229 ;  dear  one,  T.  ii. 

1096 ;    coui-age,    3.    1222 ;    Hertos,    gen. 

heart's,   i.  164  ;  Herte,  gen.  T.  ii.   445 ; 

Herte  rote,  root  (bottom)  of  the  lieart, 

E.  1026;  7nipi  hertes,  of  my  heart,  4.  57, 
Herte,  j>t.  s.  hurt,  3.  883. 
Herte-blood,  lieart's  blood,  A  2006,  C  902, 
Hertelees,  adj.  heartless,  without  heart, 

T.  V.  1594  ;  deficient  in  courage,  B  4098. 
Hertely,  adv.  heai-tily,  A  762;  thoroughly, 

L.  33  ;  earnestly,  3.  1226  ;  truly,  3.  85. 
Herte-rote,  s.  root  of  the  heart,  depth  of 

the  heart,  L.  1993. 
Herte-spoon,  s.  '  the  concave  part  of  the 

breast,  where  the  ribs  unite  to  form 

the  Qartilago  ensifurmis'  (Tyrwhitt),  A 

2606. 
Hert-hunting,  s.  hunting  of  the  hart,  3. 

Herth,  pr.  s.  heareth,  L.  327  a. 

Hertly,  adj.  heartfelt,  honest,  L.  2124 ; 

hearty,  E  176,  502,  F  5. 
Heryinge,  s.  praising,  I  582 ;  praise,  B 

1649  ;  glory,  T.  iii.  48. 
Heste,  8.  command,  commandment,  be- 
hest, B  382  ;  promise,  F   1064  ;  Heeste, 

commandnient,  I  845. 
Hete,  s.  heat,  E.   1508;   passion,  4.  127; 

heat,  but  2^ut  for  surge,  B  i.  ni  7.  4. 
Hete,  V.  i^romise,  vow,  6.  77 ;  pr.  s.  sitbj, 

promise,  A  2398  ;  i  jjr.  s.  B  334  ;  Hette, 

2>f.  s.  4.  1S5.     See  Hots. 
Heterly,  adv.  fiercely,  L.  638. 
Hethen,  adv.  hence  (Northern),  A  4033. 
Hethenesse,  s.  heathen  lands,  A  49,  B 

1 1 12. 
Hething,   s.    contempt,    A   4110.      Icel. 

heeding. 
Hette,  2}t.  s.  heated,  inflamed,  5.  145. 
Hette,  2>i-  s-  promised,  4.  185.     See  Hote, 
Heve,  V.  heave,  lift,  A  550 ;  ger.  to  use 

exertion,  labour,  T.  ii.  1289;  pr,  s.  lifts 

lip,  B  5.  m  5.  18;  Haf,  pt.  a.  heaved,  A 

3470;  lieef,pt.  s.  lifted,  B  1.  p  i.  19. 
Heved,  s.  head,  HF.  550 ;  beginning,  A. 

ii.  16.  3  ;  Hevedes,  jj?.  B  2032. 
Heven,  s.  heaven,  A  519;  the  celestial 

sphere,  B  33(K)  ;  supreme  delight,  F  558  ; 

beautiful  sight,  T.  ii.  637  ;   Hevene,  gen, 

heaven's,  D  1181,  G  542. 
Hevenish,  adj.  heavenly,  HF.   1395 ;  of 

the  spheres,  4.  30. 
Hevieth,  2'^'-  pl-  weigh  down,  B5.  m  5.  16, 
Hevy,  adj.  heavy,  E.  229 ;  sad,  4.  12. 
Hewe,    (i)  s.    hue,    colour,   complexion, 

A  304, 1364  ;  outward  appearance,  mien, 

D  1622  ;  pretence,  C  421, 
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Hewe,  (2),  8.  (hou8eliold)-servant,  domes- 
tic, E  1785.     A.  S.  hhca. 

Hewed,  adj.  coloured,  R.  21.?. 

Hey,  8.  hay,  A  3262  ;  grass,  B  5407. 

Hey!  interj.  hey!  L.  121^ 

Heye,  adj.  d-f.  high,  A.  i.  16.  n. 

Heyghte,  s.  height,  A.  ii.  22.  8. 

Heyne,  a.  -wretch,  G  1319. 

Heynous,  «(?/.  heinous,  odious,  T.  il.  1617. 

Heyre,  adj.  luiir,  made  of  hair,  C  736. 

Heyre,  s.  hair-shirt,  G  133. 

Heysugge,  s.  hedge-sparrow,  5.  612. 

Heyt,  interj.  coiue  up,  D  15O1. 

Hider,  adv.  hither,  4.  165. 

Hidous,  adj.  hideous,  A  3520;  terrible, 
horrible,  dreadful,  A  1978,  B  4583  ;  ugly, 
E.  158. 

Hidously,  adv.  terribly,  A  1701. 

Hielde,  pi:  s.  sttbj.  pour  out,  shed,  B  2. 
m  2.  2  (Lat.  J'lindat). 

Hierdes,  female  guardian,  protectress, 
T.  iii.  619.     See  Herdesse. 

Hight,  Highte  ;  see  Hote. 

Highteth,  2'i'-  n-  adorns,  gladdens,  B  i. 
m  2.  25. 

Hild,  2>f-  S-  bent,  inclined,  3.  393. 

Hinde,  s.  hind,  3.  427. 

Hindre,  v.  hinder,  R.  1039, 

Hindreste,  sitperl.  hindmost,  A  622. 

Hipes,  2'1-  hips,  A  472. 

Hir,  (i),  per8.  j)ron.  dat.  and  ace,  to  her, 
her,  A  126,  B  162,  &c. 

Hir,  {2),  po8s.  2»'on.  her,  A  120,  B  164,  &e. 

Hir  (3),  f/en.  jtl.  of  them  ;  Hir-  aller,  of 
them  all,  A  586  ;  Hir  bothe,  of  both  of 
them,  B  221. 

Hir,  (4),poss.  pron.  their,  A  11,  B  140,  &c.; 
Her,  B  3536,  &o. 

Hir  thankes,  with  their  good  will,  wil- 
lingly, A  21 14. 

Hires,  hers,  5.  482,  588. 

Hirnia,  s.  hernia,  I  423. 

His,  yen.  masc.  his,  A  47,  50,  &c.  ;  neut. 
its,  I.  178;  T.  iii.  1088,  V.  1379;  in  phr. 
Mars  his  :=  of  Mars,  L.  2593. 

His  thankes,  with  his  good  will,  willingly, 
A  2107. 

Historial,  adj.  historical,  C  156. 

Hit,  jj/'yn.  it,  2.  1 17  ;  Hit  am  I,  it  is  I,  3.  186, 
L.  314 ;  Hit  weren,  they  were,  HF.  1323. 

Hit,  pr.  s.  hides,  F  512.  Hit  is  a  con- 
tracted form,  equivalent  to  hideth. 

Ho,  interj.  hold  !  stop  !  B  3957. 

Ho,  s.  exclamation  commanding  silence, 
A  2533  ;  stop,  cessation,  T.  ii.  1083. 

Hoch«pot,   8.    hotch-potch,   mixture,   B 

2447- 
Hoke,  dat.  o/Hook. 


Hoker.   «.    scorn,   frowardness,    A   3965. 

A.  S.  Iificor. 

Hokerly,  adv.  scornfully.  I  584. 

Hold,  8.  possession,  B  4064  ;  gnisp.  F  167  ; 
kooping,  1)  599 ;  fort,  castle.  B  ^»j. 

Holde,  V.  keep,  preserve,  1)  1144;  hold, 
keep,  B  41  ;  continue,  go  on  with,  T.  ii. 
965;  restrain,  7,  309,  310;  keep  to  (see 
Proces),  F  658  ;  Holdcn,  r.  hold,  keep, 
F  763;  keep,  F  11O3;  think,  consider, 
L.  857 ;  do  than  holde  herlo,  keep  to  it 
then,  3.  754  ;  Holdo  up,  hold  up.  2.  24  ; 
Holde  his  pees,  hold  his  peace,  B  4625  ; 
Holde,  I  .j)r.  s.  consider,  deem,  G  739 ; 
Holdest,  2  ^>r.  s.  accountest,  L.  326 ; 
Halt,  jir.  8.  holds,  11.  16;  T.  v.  348; 
keeps,  T.  ii.  37 ;  holds  fast,  T.  iii.  1636  ; 
considers,  G921;  esteems,  D  1185:  per- 
forms, 3.  621 ;  remains  firm,  10.  38  ; 
Holt,  2yr.  8.  holds,  T.  iii.  1374  ;  Hoklen, 
2  pr.  2>l-  keep,  L.  2500 ;  Holde,  2  ^jr.  pi, 
esteem,  deem,  T.  v.  1339 !  Heeld,  i  2>t.  S. 
considered,  E  818 ;  Heeld,  pt.  s.  held,  A 
175  ;  took  part,  A  3847  ;  esteemed.  C  625  ; 
ruled,  B  3518 ;  Holden,  2W-  esteemed, 
held,  A  141 ;  considered,  E  205 ;  observed, 
F  1587  ;  esteemed,  L.  1 709  ;  bound.  T.  ii, 
241  ;  made  to  be,  C  958 ;  Holde,  2>1>- 
esteemed,  A  1307 ;  bet  for  thee  have  holde, 
better  for  thee  to  have  held.  5.  572 ; 
Hold  up,  im2).  i>?.  hold  up,  A  783 ; 
Holdeth.  imj).  j)?.  keep,  B  37 :  consider, 
A  1868. 

Holdinge  in  hondes,  cajolery.  HF. 
692. 

Holly,  adv.  wholly,  T.  iii.  145. 

Holm,  *.  evergreen  oak.  A  2921. 

Holour,  8.  lecher,  adulterer.  D  254. 

Holpe,  -n  ;  see  Helpe. 

Holsom.  udj.  wholesome,  T.  i.  947  :  heal- 
ing, 5.  206. 

Holt,  s.  plantation,  A  6. 

Holt,  i>n  s.  holds,  T.  iii.  1374. 

Holwe.  adj.  hollow.  G  1265. 

Holwe,  adv.  hollow.  A  289. 

Horn.  adv.  homewards.  F  O35. 

Homicyde  (i),  «.  man-sla;,er,  E  1994. 

Homicyde  (2),  manslaughter,  murder, 
C  644. 

Hond,  8.  hand,  A  193.  399  ;  Berenhim  on 
h.,  make  him  believe,  T.  iv.  1404  ;  Bere 
on  h.,  accuse  (of),  D  226  ;  Bar  on  h., 
made  (them)  believe.  D  380  ;  Bar  him 
on  h..  assured  him.  T.  iii.  1154  ;  Holden 
in  h.,  retain,  cajole,  T.  ii.  477 :  Holde 
in  h..  T.  iii.  773 :  delude  with  false  hopes, 
3.  10 1 9. 

Honest,  adj.  creditable,  A  246 ;  konouc* 
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able,  -worthy,  B   1751  :  seemly,   decent, 

C  }jS  ;  luxurious.  E  20j8. 
Houestee,  s.  honour.  L.  167,? ;  goodness, 

B  3157  ;  hoiioxirableness,  2.  40  ;  •womanly 

virtue,  C  77. 
Honestetee,  s.  honour,  E  4jj  ;  modesty, 

I  4-H) :  neatness,  I  4.^1. 
Honestly,     adv.     honourably,     B    1434 ; 

richly,  E  20.26. 
Honge,  I",  hang,  A  2410  ;  be  hung,  C  790  ; 

do  me  h.,  cause  me  to  be  hanged,  T.  i. 

*^3,^  i  -  pi'-  i''-  suhj.  hesitate.  T.  ii.  1242. 
Hony,   s.    honey,    A   2i)o8 ;  beloved   one, 

A  3617. 
Hony-comb,    a    term    of    endearment, 

sweet  one,  A  3698. 
Hony-swete,  sweet  as  honey.  E  1396. 
Uoodless,  adj.  without  a  hood,  %.  1028. 
Hook,  s.  hook,  T.  v.  777  ;  sickle.  B  3.  m  i. 

3  :  crosier,  D  1317. 
H66I,   adj.    whole,   T.  i.   961 ;    soiind,   D 

1370;    unwounded,    F   iiii  :   perfect,  G 

III,    117;    restored   to  health,  L.   2468; 

entire,  3.  554. 
H66I,  adj.  as  adv.  whoUj-,  T.  i.  1053  ;  al 

hool,  entirely,  T.  iii.  1013. 
HooUy,  adv.  wholly,  E.  1163. 
Hoolnesse,  s.  integrity,  B  4.  p  6.  202. 
Hoolsome,  adj.  wholesome,  B  2285. 
Hoolsomnesse.  s.  health,  B  2303. 
Hoom,  s.  as  adv.  home,  homewards,  L. 

1619. 
Hoomlinesse.    s.    domesticitj',    E    429 ; 

familiarity,  B  2876. 
Hoomly,  orfj.  belonging  to  one's  house- 
hold. E  1785. 
Hooni-ward,  adv.  homeward,  T.  iii.  (621  ; 

Homv.ard,  A  2956.  • 

Hoor,   adj.   lioar\-,    white-haired,    grey- 
headed, A  3878. ' 
Hoors,  adj.  ;  sec  Hors. 
Hoost.  s.  army,  A  874. 
H66t,  adj.  hot,  L.  914  ;  fervent,  I  117  ;  as 

8.  5.  380  ;  Hote,  d'if.  hot,  5.  266 :  vora- 
cious, 5.  362  ;  (as  epithet  of  Aries,  which 

induced  heat  of  blood),  F  51. 
Hope,  8.  expectation,  G  870. 
Hope,  1  pr.  s.  fear,  A  4029. 
Hoper.  .<.  hopper,  A  4036,  4039. 
Hoppe,  V.  dance,  A  4375. 
Hoppesteres,  2d.  dancers ;  used  as  adj., 

dancing,  A  2017. 
Hord,  s.  hoard,  treasure.  C  775 ;  store  (of 

apples),  A  3262  ;  treasure-house,  I  821  ; 

avarice,  13.  3. 
Hore.  })!.  o/Hoor.  adj. 
Horn.  s.  horn,  T.  ii.  042  ;  1  musical  instm- 
■    ment,  used  metaphoricallj^i,  H  90  ;  j)t. 


drinking-horns,  A  2279 ;  horns  (of  the 
moon,,  T.  v.  052. 

Horoscojw  :  in  horoscope,  within  that  jMirt 
of  the  sky  considered  as  the  ascendent, 
a;  ii.  4.  14. 

Horowe,  adj.  pi.  foul,  scandalous,  4.  206. 
Cf.  A.  S.  lioriif,  filthy. 

Hors,  s.  hors.  A  :68  ;  the  '  horse,'  a  namo 
for  the  little  wedge  tliat  passes  through 
a  hole  in  the  end  of  the  '  pyn,'  A.  i.  14. 
7  (Arabic  alphcraz,  the  horse) ;  Hors.  pd. 
A  74,  598. 

Hors,  adj.  hoarse,  3.  347 ;  Hoors,  T.  iv. 
1 147.     A.  S.  lids. 

Horsly,  adj.  like  all  that  a  horse  should 
be,  F  194. 

Hose,  s.  hose,  covering  for  the  feet  and 
legs,  A  3933,  G  726 ;  Hosen,  pi.  A  456  ; 
Hoses,  pi.  A  3319. 

Hospitaliers,  s.  pi.  knights  hospitallers, 
I  891. 

Hoste.  s.  liost  (of  an  inn),  keeper  of  a 
I       lodging,  A  747.     Often  spelt  oste. 

Hostel,  .«.  hostelry,  HF.  1022. 

Hostelrye,  s.  hostel,  inn,  A  23. 

Hostiler,  ^«.  innkeeper,  A  241 ;  pi.  ser- 
vants at  an  inn,  I  440. 

Hote,  adj.  :  see  Hoot. 

Hote,  adv.  hotly,  A  97,  1737. 

Hote.    V.    command,    promise ;    also,    be 

called,  K.  38  ;  Hoten,  v.  be  called.  D  144  ; 

Hote,    I    pr.    8.    command,    HF.    1719; 

1       Higlit,  pt.  s.  as  irr.  8.  is  called.  L.  417; 

!       Highten.  2>t.  pi.  as  pr.  pi.  are  called,  L. 

!       423  ;  Hight,  pt.  s.  was  named,  L.  725  ; 

'       Higlite,  pt.  8.  was  called,  was  named, 

E.  58S,  745;  I  _^}*.  s.  was  called,  A  4336; 

I  pt.   8.  promised,   17.  5  ;  Highte,  pt.  s. 

promised,  T.  v.  1636;  2  pt.  pi.  promised, 

E  4c;6  :  Hatte,  pt.  s.  as  pr.  s.  is  called,  is 

named,  T.  iii.  797 ;  Htxtte,  pt.  pi.  were 

called,  were  named,  HF.  1303  ;  Hette, 

I  X'i-  S.  promisetl,  4.  185  ;  Heet,  pt.  s.  was 

named,  HF.  1604  ;  (who)  was  called,  F 

13S8 :  Hete  (Jhr  Heet),  3.  200  ;  Hoten, 

pp.  called,  A  3941  :  Hight,  j>p.  promised, 

T.  ii.  4<;2  ;  named,  HF.  226.     A.  8.  hiltan. 

The  parts  of  the  verb  show  great  con* 

fusion. 

Hottes,  pi.  baskets  carried  on  the  back, 
HF.  1040.     O.F.  hotte. 

Hound,  .•<.  dog,  T.  iii.  764. 

Houndfish,  s.  dogfish,  E  1825. 

Houped,  pt.  pi.  whooped,  B  4500. 

Hous,  .f.  house,  A  252,  343  ;  to  lions,  to 
a  reception  by,  L.  1546;  Hous  and  hoom, 
house  and  home,  H  229  ;  Hous  by  hous, 
to  each  house  in  order,  D  1765  ;  ahouse- 
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liolii,  F  24  ;  a  '  mansion  "  of  a  i)laiiet  liii 
astrology-),  F  672  ;  a  'house  '  or  portion 
of  the  sky  (in  astrology),  B  304.  The 
whole  celestial  sphere  was  divided  into 
twelve  equal  portions,  called  houses,  by 
six  g-ioat  circles  passing  through  the 
north  and  south  points  of  the  horizon  ; 
two  of  these  circles  being  the  meridian 
and  the  horizon.  A  hotise.  when  used 
for  a  '  mansion,'  is  a  sign  of  the  zodiac  ; 
thiis  Aries  was  the  mansion  of  Mars. 

Housbonde,  s.  husband,  B  2241. 

Housbondrye.  s.  economy.  A  4077 ; 
hoiisehold  goods,  D  288. 

Housled,  j)j).  made  a  recipient  of  holy 
communion,  I  1027. 

Hove,  r.  hover,  dwell.  T.  iii.  1427:  pr.p1. 
wait  in  readiness,  ha\er,  L.  uoO  ;  pt.  s. 
waited  about,  T.  v.  %},. 

How,  interj.  ho  !  A  3437,  3577. 

Howne,  savage  (?),  T.  iv.  210.     See  Here. 

How\^e,  s.  hood,  T.  iii.  775;  Sette  his 
how^•e,  set  (awrj'i  his  hood,  make  game 
of  him,  A  3911. 

Huraanitee,  s.  kindness,  E  92. 

Humbely.  adv.  liumbly.  T.  v.  1354. 

Humblely.arfi-.  humbly,  T.  ii.  1710;  L.  156. 

Humblesse,  s.  meekness,  A  1781.  B  1*15.. 

Humbling,  s.  low  growl  flit,  hummiugi, 
HF.  1039.   • 

Humme.  ijer.  to  hum,  T.  ii.  iigy. 

Huute.  «.  huntsman,  A  2018,  262S. 

Hunter.  *■.  huntsman.  A  163S. 

Hunteresse,  s.  fcnt.    female  luintcr,   A 

Hurlest,   2  jj/\  s.   dost  hurl,  dost   whirl 

round.  B  297. 
Hurt,  pi:  s.  hurteth,  linrts,  T.  v.  350. 
Hurtleth,  i>r.  s.  pushes,  A  2616  ;  jf-  P^- 

dash  together,  L.  638. 
Husht,  pp.  hushed,  silent,  L.  2682  ;  Hust. 

as  imjK  s.  be  silent.  A  3722. 
Hy,  adj.  high,  A  306  ;  Hye.  dot.  HF.  1133  ; 

great.  E  135  ;  Hj'e  weye,  dat.  'the;  high 

way.  main  road,  A  897. 
Hyde,  v.  hide,  A  1477,  1481 ;  lie  concealed, 

F  141:  Hydestow,  hidest  thou,  J)  308: 

Hit,  pr.  8.  hides,  F  512  ;  Hidde.  i  3><.  s. 

hid.  F  595 :   Hed,  pp.   hidden.   L.   208 ; 

Hid,  pp.  hidden,  E.  1508. 
Hye,  adi:  high,  aloft,  HF.  905  ;  L.  1200  ; 

loudly,  3.  305  ;  proudly,  T.  ii.  401. 
Hye,  V.  hasten,  hie,  A  2274,  G  1151  ;  h.  vie. 

make   haste,    G    1084 !    ff'^"'-    to    bring 

hastily,  F  291  ;  to  hasten,"  HF.  1O58  ;  Hy 

thee,  iiiii}.  s.  refl.  G  1295, 
Hye,  s.  haste;    only  in   phr.   In   hye,   in 

haste,  T.  ii  88,  1712. 


Hyeue,  .s.  hyiena,  10.  35. 

Hyer,  adj.  higher,  upper,  HF.  U17. 

Hyne.  s.  land,  servant,  peasant,  A  6<>^, 
C  688,     A.  8.  hliw. 

Hyre.  .«.  hire,  A  507  ;  reward,  i.  103  :  pay- 
ment, 1)  1008  ;  ransom,  T.  iv.  5o<), 


I-,  rrniDiion  iirefix  of  p>ast  j)ff )•<<> /j*?"*  ;   see 

Y-. 
Icched.  lip.  itched,  A  3682. 
Ich.  pron.  I,  T.  i.  678,  iii.  1818. 
I-comen,  pp.  come.  T.  iii.  1668, 
Idus,  s.  pi.  ides,  F  47. 
Itjnotum,  s.   an   unknown    thing,   Cf    1457, 

Lat.  if/nofKiii, an  unknown  thing ;   comp. 

iiinofiiis-.  a  less  known  tiling. 
I-graunted,  ^tji.  granted,  T.  iv.  665. 
I-halowed,    j»j>,    view-hallooed    (of    the 

hart;,  3.  370. 
Ik,  I,  A  3867.  3888. 

II,  adj.  evil,  A  4174.     (A  Northern  word.) 
Il-hayl.  bad  luck  (to  yoi\),  A  4089.     (A 

Northern  form.) 
like.    adj.   same,   verj-,  A  64,    175:    tliat 

ilkc.  that  same,B  iMt^  :  Ukr  sami-.  very 

same.  L.  779. 
Imaginatyf.  adj.  ;  Xo-thing  list  him  to 

been    iiiiaginatyf  —  it    did    not    at    all 

please  him  to  imagine,  he  did  not  care 

to  think.  F  uk).^. 
Imagining,  s.  plotting.   A  199^ :    fancv, 

18.  36. 
Imperie,  s.  government,  rank,  B  2.  p6.  13. 
Impertinent,  adj.  irrelevant,  E  54. 
Impes;  ^j/.  grafts,  scions,   B  3140.     A. 8. 

iiiij). 
Impetren,  pr.  pi.  impetrate,  ask  for,  B  5. 

p  3.  22?. 
Importable,  adj.  insufferable,  B  3792,  E 

1144. 
Impossible,   adj.  impossible,    T.    i.    783 : 

as  S..  thing  iniiiossible,  I)  688. 
Impressen,  v.  imprint.  T.  iii.  1543  :  im- 
print (themselves),  tind  an  impression, 

E    1578 :    2^''-  P^-    make   an   impression 

fuponi.  G-  1071. 
Impressioun.  s.  remembrance,  F  371  ;  pi. 

notions,  HF.  39. 
In,  s.  dwelling,  house,  A  3547,  }622  ;  inn, 

B  4216;  lodging,  B  1097, 
lu,  2»'ep.  in,  A  3.  &c.  :  into,  B  1 19  :  rrcome 

within.  20.  6 :  on,  I  105  ;  against,  I  695. 
In  iiamiis  tuos,  into  Thy  hands  ( 1  commend 

my  spirit  1.  A  4287. 
In  iirincipio.   in  the  beginning,  A  254,  B 

4353.     I'art  of  8t.  John,  i.  i. 
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Inde,  '((0.  iii'ligi>.  tliirk  blue,  R.  67. 
Indeterminat.  lulj.  not  markeil  upon  the 

Astrolabo.  A  ii.  17.  rubric. 
Indifferently,  '(ur.  iniprtrtially,  B  5.  p  3. 

Hi. 
Indiiracioun,  .s.  haideniHg,  G  855. 
Inequal,  adj.  unequal,  A  J271 ;  Ineqnales, 

7>?.  ut'  varying  length  ;  hoio'es  inequalcs, 

hours  formed  by  dividing  the  duration 

of  daylight  by  twelve,  A.  ii.  8.  i. 
Infect,  adj.  of  no  effect,  A  320  ;  dimmed, 

B  4.  m  5.  12. 
In-fere,  adi\  together,  B  328,  D  924.    Orig. 

in  J'l-re^  in  company. 
Infortunat,  adj.  unfortunate,  unlucky, 

inauspicious,  B  302. 
Infortune.  s.  misfortune,  ill  fortune,  T. 

iii.  i6j6,  iv.  185. 
Infortuned.  jyj.  ill-starred,  T.  iv.  744. 
Infortuning,  .9.  imlucky  condition,  A.  ii. 

4-  43- 
Ingot,  s.  a  mould  for  potu'ing  metal  into, 

G-  1206,  1209. 
Inhelde,  imp.  s.  pour  in,  infuse,  T.  iii.  44. 
Injure,  s.  injury,  T.  iii.  1018. 
In-knette,  pt.  s.  knit  up,  drew  in.  T.  iii. 

1088. 
Inly,    adv.     inwardly,    intimately,     ex- 
tremely, greatly,  T.  i.  140 ;  exquisitely, 

3.  276. 
In-mid,  prep,  amid,  HF.  923. 
lumortal,  adj.  immortal,  T.  i.  103. 
Inne,  dat.  of  In,  s. 
Inne,  adc.  in,  within,  T.  i.  387,  821. 
Inned.  pj).  housed,  lodged,  A  2192. 
Inobedience,  s.  disobedience,  I  391. 
Inobedient,  adj.  disobedient,  I  392. 
Inordinate,  adj.  unusual,  I  414. 
Inpacience,  s.  impatience,  B  2734. 
Inpacient,  adj.  imj)atient,  B  2730. 
Inparlit,  adj.  imperfect,  B  3.  p.  10.  18. 
Inplitable,  adj.  intricate,  imijracticable, 

B  I.  p  4.  90. 
Inpossible,  s.  impossible  thing,  F  1009. 
Inset,  j*j>.  implanted,  B  2.  p  3.  19. 
Inspired,  pj).  quickened,  A  6. 
Instable,  adj.  unstiible,  E  2057. 
In.stance,s.  suggestion,  T.ii.  144 1 ;  urgent 

request,  E  161 1. 
Intendestow,  dost  thou  intend,  T.  v.  47S. 
Intervalle,  s.  interval,  B  2724. 
In-til,  2}>''-I>-  unto,  as  far  as,  R.  624. , 
Into,  prep,  unto,  B  2423. 
Intresse,  «.  interest,  10.  71. 
In-'VB'ith,  pre.p.  within,   in,  B  1794,  2159, 

E  870,  1394,  1586,  1944. 
Ipocras,  a  kind  of  cordial  drink,  E  1807. 

Xamed  after  Hippocrates. 


Ipocrite,  .s.  hyiiocrite,  R.  414. 

Ire,  s.  irritability,  R.  314  ;  (luickness  of 

temper,  I  665  ;  anger,  A  i<}97. 
Irous,  adj.  angry,  B  2315,  D  2014. 
Irreguler,  adj.  a  sinner  against  his  orders, 

I  78-'. 
Is,  1  pr.  s.  am  (Northern),  A  4031,  4045, 

4202  ;  2  pr.  .9.  art  (Northern),  A  4089. 
Issest,  2  pr.  s.  issuest,  B  3.  p  12.  168. 
Issue,  s.  outlet,  vent,  T.  v.  205. 
It  am  I,  it  is  I,  A  1736. 
I-wis,  adc.  certainly,  truly,  verily,  6.  48. 


Jade,  s.  a  jade,   i.  e.  miserable  hack,   B 

4002. 
Jagounces,_pZ.  garnets  (or  rubies),  B.  11 17. 
Jalous,  adj.  jealous,  A  1329. 
Jalousye,  s.  jealoiisy,  A  3294. 
Jambeux,  s.  pi.  leggings,  leg-armour,  B 

2065.     From  F.  jamhe,  the  leg. 
Jane,  s.  a  small  coin  of  Genoa,  B  1925, 

E  999. 
Jangle,  v.  chatter,  prate,  T.  ii.  666. 
Janglere,  s.  story-teller,  jester,  babbler, 

A  560  ;  talkative  i)erson,  H  343. 
Jangleresse,    s.     (female)     chatterbox, 

prattler,  D  638. 
Janglerye,  s.  gossip,  T.  v.  755 ;  talkative- 
ness, B  2252. 
Jangles,  s.  pi.  idle  pratings,  HF.  i960; 

disputes,  arguments,  D  1407. 
Janglinge,   s.   chattering,   iille  talking, 

I  649. 
Jape,  «.  jest,  trick,  A  3390,  3799,  4201 ;  jest, 

foolish  conduct,  D  1961 ;  laughing-stock, 

HF.  4.4. 
Jape,   V.  jest,  T.  i.  929;  ger.  to  jest,  L. 

1699  ;  H  4  ;  Japedest,  2  pt.  s.  didst  jest, 

T.  i.  508,  924  ;  pp.  tricked,  A  1729. 
Japere,  s.  jester,  T.  ii.  340 ;  mocker,  I  89. 
Japerie,   s.   buffoonery,    I    651 ;    jesting 

mood,  E  1656. 
Jape-worthy,  adj.  ridiculovis,  B  5.  p  3. 

148. 
Jargon,  s.  talk,  E  1848. 
Jargoning,  s.  jargoning,  chattering,  R. 

710. 
Jaunyce,  s.  jaundice,  R.  305. 
Jeet,  s.  jet,  B  4051. 

Jelous,  adj.  jealous,  suspicious,  4.  140. 
Jet,  ».  fiushion,  mode,  A  682. 
Jeupardyes,  s.  j'f-  problems  (at  chess), 

3.  666. 
Jewerye,  s.  Jewry,  .Jews'  quarter,  B  1679. 
Jo,  u.  take  effect,  come  about,  T.  iii.  33. 

O.F.  joer  (F.  jouer). 
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Jogelour,  8.  juggler,  I)  1407 ;  jd.  K.  764. 

Jogelrye,  s.  jugglery,  F  1^65. 

Jolif,  adj.  joyful,  rueriy,  R.  109,  A  1555  ; 

in  g<KHl  spirits,  B  4-»'>4  ;  jovial,  E.  435  ; 

frisky,  A  4154;  pretty,  If.  610. 
Jolily,  adv.  inorrily,  A  4,vo. 
Jolitee,  s.  sport,  amiisemeut,  merriment, 

A  1807  ;  joviality,  jollity,  mirth,  E.  616  ; 

enjoyment,    I*    344 ;    comfort,    A    680 ; 

excellence,  H  197 ;  happiness,  HF.  682. 
Joly,   adj.   full    of   merriment,    D    456 ; 

jolly,  joyous,  E.  620  ;  delightful,  L.  176  ; 

festive,  B  1185.     See  Jolif. 
Jolyer,  adj.  comp.  handsomer,  F  927. 
Jolyf ;  see  Jolif. 
Jolynesse, «.  festivity,  F  289  ;  amusement, 

D  926, 
Jolytee  ;  see  Jolitee. 
Jompre,  imp.  s.  jumble,  T.  ii.  1037. 
Jordanes,  p/.  chamberpots,  C  305. 
Jossa,   down    here,   A   4101.      O.  F.  jos, 

down  ;  fa,  here. 
Jouken,  v,  slumber,   T.   v.   409.      O.  F. 

joqvier,  jouquier,  etre  en  repos,  juclier. 
Journee,  «.   day's  work,   E.  579 ;    day's 

march,  A  2738  ;  journey,  E  783. 
Jowes,  s.  pi.  jaws,  B  i.  p  4.    107  (where 

the   Latin    text    has  faucihus);    jaws, 

jowls,   HF.    1786    (riming   with   clotves, 

claws). 
Joynture,  s.  union,  B  2.  p  5.  51. 
Jubbe,  s.  vessel  for  holding  ale  or  wine, 

A  3628,  B  1260,     (It  held  4  gallons.) 
Judicial,    adj.    judicial,    A.    ii.    4.    59. 

Judicial  astrology  pretended  to  forecast 

the    destinies    of   men    and    nations ; 

natural  astrology  foretold  natural  events, 

such  as  the  weather  and  seasons. 
Juge,  8.  judge,  A  814 ;   umpire,  A  1712, 

18O4. 
Juge,   s.  judge ;    but   an   error  for  jug, 

a  yoke,  I  898.    Belial  is  explained  to 

mean  '  absque  iugo,'  in  the  Vulgate. 
Juge,  I  pr.  s.  judge,  decide,  5.  629 ;  pp. 

HF.  357- 
Jugement,  s.  judgement,  decision,  A  778 ; 

opinion,  B  1038;  sentence,  5.  431. 
Juggen,   V.  judge,   T.   ii.   21;    deem,   T. 

v.  1203  ;  imp.  pi.  judge  ye,  T.  iii.  1312. 
Juparte,  2  pr.  pi.  jeopard,  imperil,  en- 
danger, T.  iv.  1566. 
Jupartye,  S.  jeopardy,  peril,  hasard,  T.  ii. 

465,    772.     O.F.  jeu   parti    (Lat.    iocus 

2x1  rt it  us),  a  divided  game. 
Just,  adj.  just,  exact,  correct,  D  2090. 
Juste,  V.  joust,  tourney,  tilt,  A  96,  2604. 
Justes,  s.  1)1.  as  sing,  a  jousting-match, 

A  2720. 


Justing,  s.  jousting,  L.  1115. 

Justyse,  s.  judge,  B  665,  C  289. 

Justyse,  s.  judgement,  condemnation,  i. 
142  ;  administration  of  justice,  C  587. 

Juyse,  «.  justice,  judgement,  B  795 ;  sen- 
tence, A  1739.     O.F.  Juise. 


K. 

Kalender,  s.  calendar,  almanack,   A.  i. 

II.    1 ;     hence,    a    complete    record    of 

examples,  L.  542  ;  pi.  1.  73. 
Kalendes,  i.  e.  beginning,  introduction, 

T.  V.  i6.u.     (Because  the  Kalends  fall 

on  the  first  of  the  month. ) 
Karf,  j)t.  s.  o/Kerve. 
Kaynard,  s.  dotard,  D  235.    O.  F.  caignard, 

cugnurd,  sluggard. 
Kecche,  v.  catch,  clutch,  T.  iii.  1375. 
Kechil,  s.  small  cake,  D  1747.    O.  E.  coecil, 

small  cake. 
Keep,  8.  care,  heed,  notice  (only  in  the 

phrase  take  keep) ;  tak  keep,  take  notice, 

D43I- 
Keep,  imp.  s.  take  care  !  mind  !  A  4101. 
Kek !    interj.  (represents  the  cackle    of 

a  goose),  5.  499. 
Kembe,  ger.  to  comb,  E.  599 ;  pr.  s.  E 

201 1  ;    Kembde,  jft.  s.  F  560;    Kempte, 

pt.   s.    A  3374 ;    Kembd,    jjp,    combed, 

trimmed,  A  2143. 
Kenipe,  adj.  pi.  shaggj-,  rough,  A  2134. 

Cf.    Icel.    kampr,    beard,    moustaches, 

whiskers  of  a  cat ;  and  see  Camp,  s.  (4) 

in  the  Xew  E.  Diet. 
Ken,   s.  kin,  kiRdxed,  men,  3.  438.     (A 

Kentish  form.) 
Kene,  adj.  keen,  eager,  21.  6 ;  cruel,   10. 

27  ;  bold,  B  3439  ;  sharp,  A  2876. 
Kene,  adv.  keenlj',  6.  ()3 ;  11.  3. 
Kenne,  v.  discern,  HF.  498. 
Kepe,    V.   take  care  (of;,  A    130 ;    keep, 

preserve,  L.  384  ;  1  jjr.  s.  care,  L.  1032 ; 

intend,  T.  i.  676  ;  regard,  reck,  A  2238 ; 

/  kepe  hart,  I  care,to  have,  G-  1308  ;  pr. 

s.  sitbj.  may  (He)  keep,  F  889 ;   pt.  s. 

E  223 ;  retained,  A  442  ;  took  care  of, 

A  415,  512,  B  269;   imp.  s.  take  care! 

A  4101 ;  imp.  pi.  keep  ye,  B  764. 
Kepe,  s.  heed  (only  in  the  phrase  tak-} 

kepe  or  take  keep) ;  /  take  kepe,  3.  6. 
Keper,  s.  keeper,  i.  e.  prior,  A  1 72. 
Kerchief,  finely  woven  loose  covering,  5. 

272  ;  kerchief,  B  837. 
Kers,   s.    cress;    thing    of    small   value, 

A  3756. 
Kerve,  v.  carve,  cut,   T.   ii.  325,  F   158 ; 

Karf,  pt.  8.  carved,  A  100 ;  cut,  B  3647, 
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3791 ;  Cor\on,  pp.  cut.  A  j'xjo  ;  carded, 

HF.  1295;  slashed,  A  3318. 
Kerver,  s.  carver,  A  1S90. 
Kerving,   s.    carv-iaig,    A    1925 ;    cutting, 

crossing  over,  A  i.  19.  4. 
Kerving-toles,  s.  pi.  tools  to  cut  with,  T. 

i.  6}2. 
Kesse,  v.  kiss,  E  1057  ;  Kesto.  pt.  .s.  F  330. 

(A  Kentish  form.)     See  Kissers. 
Kevere,  v.  to    recover,  T.   i.   917;    pj). 

covered.  HF.  275,  352. 
Keye,  s.  G  1219:  h.ey  (in  place  oy' rudder), 

B  3.  p  12.  80.     Chaucer  has  translated 

dmio  (rudder),  as  it'  it  were  clmie  (key). 
Kichenes,  ^jI.  kitchens,  D  869. 
Kid,  Kidde  ;  see  Kytlien. 
Kike,  V.  kick,  D  94.1. 
Kimelin,  s.  a  large  shallow  t\ib,  A  3548, 

3021. 
Kin,  s.  kindred,  E.  268 ;  som  kin.  of  some 

kind.  B  I M-  ;  alles  I'i urn's,  of  everv  kind. 

HF.  1530. ; 

Kinde,  s.  nature,  E.  412,  1699:  race, 
lineage,  stock,  D  iioi ;  seed,  I  965;  the 
natural  world,  HF,  584 ;  natural  bont, 
F  608,  619  :  natural  disposition,  HF.  43  ; 
natural  ordinance,  3.  494  ;  kind,  species, 
5.  174;  0/  k.,  by  nature,  naturally,  F 
768 ;  pi.  sorts,  HF.  204. 

Kinde,  adj.  kind,  A  647:  natural,  HF. 
834,  836, 

Kinde,  adv.  kindly,  7.  267, 

Kindely,  adj.  natural,  HF,  842. 

Kindely,  adt:  bv  nature,  D  402  :  natur- 
ally, HF.  S32. 

Kindenesse,  s.  kindness,  4.  298 ;  love, 
devotion,  L.  665. 

Kinges  note,  the  name  of  a  tnne,  A  3217. 

Kinrede,  s.  kindred,  B  2558 :  relations, 
A  1286;  birth,  A  279(3;  family,  L.  2094. 

Kirtel,  s.  kirtle,  A  3321.  A  kirtle  usually 
means  a  short  skirt  with  a  body. 

Kissen,  v.  kiss,  L,  761  :  Kiste,  pt.  pi.  E, 
788  ;  kist  they  been,  they  have  kissed 
each  other,  B  1074^,   See  Kesse, 

Kitte,  pt.  s.  cut,  B  600,  1761, 

Knakkes,  s.j>l.  tricks,  1 652;  contemptible 
ways,  3.  1033. 

Knarre,  «.  a  thickset  fellow,  sturdy  churl, 
A  54Q. 

Knarry,  adj.  gnarled,  A  1977. 

Knave,  s.  boj-,  sei-\'ant-lad,  page,  E.  886 ; 
man-servant,  servant,  L.  18(57  i  peasant, 
L>  1 190  ;  Knave  child,  male  child,  B  715. 

Knavisli,  adj.  rude,  H  205. 

Knede,  v.  knead,  A  4094 ;  Kneden,  jrp. 
kneaded,  E.  217. 

Knet,  Knette  ;  see  Knitte. 


Knettinge.  .«.  chain,  B  5.  p  i.  39. 
Knightly,  <nh:  bravely,  L.  21)85. 
Knitte.  ycr    to  knit,  I  47 ;   2  in:  s.  refl. 

joinest    thvsell'),  art  in  conjunction,  B 

307  ;  Knit,  pp.  L.  89  ;  conjoined,  5.  381 ; 

agreed,  F  1230:  wedded,  F  986;  joined 

in  lovo,  4.  51 ) ;  Knet,  pp.  B.  1397. 
Knittinges.  y)'.  connections,  B  5.  m  3.  18. 
Knobbes,  p\.  large  pimples,  A  633, 
Knoppe,  8.  bud,  E.  1702. 
Knotte,  s.  knot,  gist  of  a  tale,  F  401,  407, 
Knottsles,  adj.  without  a  knot,  T,  v.  769, 
Knotty,  adj.  covered  with  knots,  A  1977. 
Knowe,  dat.  knee,  T.  ii.  1202. 
Kno'we,   r.   know,    A  382 ;    Knowestow, 

thou  knowest,  A  3156 ;  Knewe,  2  pt.  s. 

knewest,   10.  21  ;    Knew,  pt.  s.  A  24(j ; 

Knewe,  1  j>?.  s.  siibj,  could  know.  F  466 ; 

Knewe,  pt.  pi.  D  1341 ;  Knewe,  pt.  s.  si'hj. 

v/ere   to  know,   B.    282 ;    Knowen,  pp. 

known,  L.  421  ;  shown,  B  2702  ;  Knowe, 

pp.  knnwu,  L.  1382. 
Knovring.     s.      knowledge,     E.      1699 ; 

consciousness,  6,  114. 
KnoTwinge,  adj.  conscious,  B  3.  p  11.  168; 

Knowinge  with  me,  i.  e.  my  witnesses, 

B  I.  p  4.  50. 
Knowlecheth,  j<?\    s.   acknowledges,  B 

2964, 
Knowleching,  s.  knowing,  knowledge, 

G-  1432  ;  cognition,  B  5.  p  5.  3. 
Konning,  s.  cunning,  skill,  F  251. 
Konninge.  adj.  skilful,  T.  i.  302, 
Kukkow  I  int.  cuckoo  I  5.  499. 
Kyken.  %)r.  pi.  peep,  A  3841 ;  pp.  gazed, 

A  3445,  Icel.  kikja,  Swed.  kika. 
Kyn.  2>l-  kine,  cows,  B  4021. 
Kyndely.  adj.  natural,  3.  761. 
Kyndely.  adv.  naturally,  bv  nature,   3. 

77S. 
Kyte.  .?.  kite  (bird),  A  1179. 
Kjrthe,  r,  shew,  shew  plainly,  display, 

F  748 ;  declare  to  be,  7,  228 ;  shew,  10. 

63  ;  pr.  8.  shews,  L.  504 ;    Kidde,  pt.  s. 

shewed,  T.  i.  208 ;  Kid,  pit.  made  known, 

L.    1028 ;    known,  9.  46 ;    Kythed,   pp. 

shewn,  G  1054  ;  Kj-the,  pr.  8.  sid)j.  may 

shew,  B  636 ;  K.-^-th,  imp.  8.  shew,  T,  iv. 

538;     display,    T.    iv.    619:     HF,    528; 

Kytheth,  imp.xtl.  4.  298. 


L. 

Laas ;  S'^e  Las, 

Labbe,  .«.  blaVi,  tell-tale,  A  3509. 

Labbing,  j);'f«,  i>art.  blabbing,  babbling, 

E  242K, 
Liabei,  -t.  the  narrow  revolving  rod  or 
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rule  on  the  front  of  the  astrolabe,  A.  L 

2"*       I 

Laborous,  adj.  laborions,  D  1428. 

Lacche,  ;<.  snare,  springe,  R.  1624. 

Lace  :  see  Las. 

Laced,  pp.  lacod  up.  A  3267. 

Lacerte,  ,■*.  a  flesli.v  muscle,  A  -753- 

Lache,  adj.  lazj-,  dull,  B  4.  p  3.  132. 

Lachesse,  *.  laziness,  I  720. 

Lacinge,  «.  lacing :  vith  lai/neres  1.,  witli 
tlie  fastening  up  of  straps,  A  2504. 

Lad,  Ladde  ;  see  Lede. 

Lade,  gei:  to  load,  cover.  T.  ii.  1544. 

Lady.  gen.  lady's.  A  88,  O95. 

Laft,  Lafte  ;  see  Leve. 

Lak.  s.  -want,  defect,  lack,  3.  958  ;  blame, 
dispraise,  L.  29S  a ;  Lakke,  dat.  lack, 
want,  5.  87,  615 ;  loss,  F  430 ;  ace.  fault, 
E  2199. 

Lak*.  s.  a  kind  of  fine  white  linen  cloth, 
B  2048.  The  word  probably  was  im- 
ported from  the  Low  Countries,  as 
loken  is  a  common  Dutch  word  for 
cloth  or  a  sheet. 

Ijakken,  v.  find  fault  with,  disparage, 
blame,  E.  284  :  pr.  s.  lacks,  B  1437;  p''- 
s.  imjyers.  lacks ;  me  kjkkeih.  Ilacli,  2.  105. 

Lakking,  s.  lack,  stint,  E.  1147. 

Lambisli,  adj.  gentle  as  lambs,  9.  50. 

.Lamps,  s.  lamina,  thin  plate,  G  764. 
F.  lame,  a  thin  plate,  Lat.  lamina. 

Lange.  adj.  long  (Xorthern),  A  4175. 

Langour,  s.  weakness,  i.  7 ;  slow  star%-a- 
tion,  E.  214;  B  3597;  languishing,  R. 
304  ;  sickness,  F  iioi. 

Lauguisshe,  i:  fail,  HF.  20:8. 

Lapidaire.  a  treatise  on  precious  stones, 
HF  1352. 

Lappe,  *.  fold,  lappet,  or  edge  of  a  gar- 
ment, F  441,  G  12;  lap,  A  686;  a 
wrapper,  E  .585. 

Lappe th,  pr.  s.  enfolds,  embraces,  4.  76. 

Large,  adj.  large,  A  472.  753  :  great,  I  705  ; 
wide,  broad,  E.  1351 ;  liberal,  bounteous, 
E.  I  i68  ;  at  his  I.,  free  1  to  speak  or  to  be 
silent),  A  2288  ;  free  to  move,  HF.  745  ; 
at  our  I.,  free  (to  go  anywhere.,  D  322. 

Large,  adi:  liberally,  i.  174. 

Largely,  adv.  fully,  A  1908 ;  in  a  wide 
sense.  I  804. 

Largenesse,  s.  liberality,  I  1051. 

Largesse,  s.  liberality,  E.  1150;  bounty, 
B  2465  ;  liberal  bestower,  1.  13. 

Las,  i<.  lace,  snai'e,  entanglement,  L.  600 ; 
net,  A  23S9  ;  Laas,  lace,  i,  e.  thick  string. 
A  392  ;  band,  G  574  ;  lace  (Le.  laces),  E. 
843:  Lace,  snare,  entanglement.  18.  50. 

Xiasse,   adj.   comp.  less,    E.    Ji8;    lesser. 


A    1756;    smaller,   B  2262;    less  (time">, 

A   3519 ;    lasse   and  more,  smaller  and 

greater,  i.  e.   all,   E   67 ;    the  la«8e,   the 

lesser,  E.  187. 
Liasse,  adc.  less,  3.  927  ;  the  las,  the  less,  3. 

675- 
Xiast,   8.    pi.    lasts,   i.  e.   burdens,    loads, 

B    1628.      A.  S.    hlcest,   a   burden,  load, 

a  ship's  freight. 
Laste,  adj.  last,  10.  71  ;  att-e  I.,  at  last,  3. 

364  ;  lastly,  A  707. 
Xiaste,  V.  endure,  4.  226  ;  Last,  pr.  s.  lasts, 

E   266;    Laste,  pt.   s.   lasted,   B    1826; 

delayed,  L.  791. 
Xiate,  adj.  late ;    bet  than   never   is  late, 

G  1410  ;  til  now  late,  till  it  was  already 

late,  3.  45. 
Late,  -n,  let ;  see  Lete. 
Lathe,   s.   bam    (Northern",    HF.    2140; 

A  4088.     Icel.  hUda. 
Latis,  s.  lattice,  T.  iL  615. 
Latitude,   s.   (i)  breadth,   A.    i.    21.    43; 

(2j  the  breadth  of  a  climate,  or  a  line 

along  which  such  breadth  is  measured, 

A.  ii.  39.  42  ;  {i)  astronomical,  the  angular 

distance  of  any  body  from  the  ecliptic, 

measured  along  a  great  circle  at  right 

angles    to    the    ecliptic,    A.    pr.     no; 

(4}  terrestrial,  the  distance  of  a  place 

N.  or  S.  of  the  equator,  E  1797. 
Xiatoun,   s.   latten,  a   compf.und   metal, 

like     pinchbeck,     containing     chiefly 

copper  and  zinc,  A  699. 
Latrede,   adj.   tardy,    dawdling,    I    71S. 

A.  S.  latr&de. 
Latter,  adv.  more  slowly,  I  971. 
Laude,  s.  praise,  honour,  HF.   1575 ;  pi. 

lauds,  a  sei-vice  held  at  2  or  3  a.  m.,  A 

3655- 
Laughe.  v.  laugh,  A  474 ;   Laugheth  of, 

smiles  on  account  of,  A  1404;   Lough, 

strong  pt.  s.  laughed,  E.  248  ;  Laughede, 

iveak  pt.  pi.  E.  863. 
Launce.  c.  rear,  HF.  946. 
Launcegay,  s.  a  kind  of  lance,  B  1942, 

2UI  I.     Originally  of  MfKirish  origin. 
Launcheth,    pr.   s.    pushes,    lets    slide, 

D  2145. 
Xiaunde,  s.  a  grassy  clearing  (called  dale 

in  5.  327),  5.  302  ;  glade,  plain  surrounded 

by  trees,  A  1691. 
Laure,  s.  laurel-tree,  HF.  1107. 
Xiaureat,    adj.    crowned  with   laurel,   B 

3)<86,  E  31. 
Laiirer.  .«.  laurel-tree,  5.  182. 
Laurer-crouned.  laurel-crowned,  7.  43. 
Lauriol,  s.   sptirge-laurel,  Daphne   Lau- 

rcvla,  B  4153. 
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Ijaus,  adj.  loose,  B  4.  p  6.  147. 

Laven,  ger.  to  exhaust,  B  4.  p  6.  14 ; 
Laved,  pp.  drawn  up,  B  3.  m  tj.  125. 
A.S.  /rt^<(H. 

Lavender,  .9.  lavindress,  L.  358. 

Laverokkes,  pi.  sky-larks,  K.  662. 

Lavours,  j>^  Viasins,  D  28;. 

Laxatif,  adj.  as  s.  looseness,  A  2736 ;  s. 
laxative,  B  4133. 

Lay  (i),  *.  song,  lay,  B  1959;  Layes,  pi. 
songs,  F  710,  712,  947. 

Lay  (2),  s.  law ;  hence  belief,  faith,  T.  i. 
340 ;  creed,  L.  336. 

Layneres,  j>l.  straps,  thongs.  A  2504. 
O.F.  laniere  ;  mod.  E.  lanyard. 

Layser,  s.  leisure,  T.  ii.  227. 

Lazar,  s.  leper,  A  242. 

Leche,  s.  physician,  A  3904,  C  916. 

Lechecraft,  s.  art  of  medicine,  T.  iv.  436  ; 
skill  of  a  physician,  A  2745. 

Lecher,  s.  healer,  B  4.  p  6.  238. 

Lechoiir,  s.  lecher,  B  1935. 

Lede,  r.  lead,  T.  i.  259  ;  carry,  T.  iv.  15 14  : 
lead,  take,  L.  2021  ;  draw,  R.  1608  ; 
govern,  B  434  ;  lead  (his  life),  E.  1321  ; 
lead,  E.  1 129  ;  Lede,  fier.  to  lead,  spend,  F 
744  ;  to  guide,  E.  400  ;  Let,  pr.  s.  leads, 
T.  ii.  882;  Ladde,  jjf.  s.  led,  E.  581; 
brought,  7.  39 ;  carried,  L.  114;  con- 
ducted, B  3747 ;  continued,  R.  216 ; 
Ladden,  j>t.  pi.  led,  R.  1310;  Ledden, 
pt.  pi.  9.  2  ;  Ladde,  pt.  pi.  B  3920 ;  Lad, 
pp.  led,  L.  1 108,  1948;  brought,  A  2620 ; 
conducted,  A  4402  ;  carried,  L.  74. 

Leden.  adj.  leaden,  CI  728. 

Ledene,  s.  (d-at.)  language,  talk,  F  4:^5, 
478. 

Leed,  s.  lead  (metal),  HF.  739,  1448,  1648  ; 
a  copper,  or  caldron,  A  202. 

Leef.  adj.  lief,  A  1837  ;  dear,  E.  103  ;  pre- 
cious, G  1467;  lief,  pleasing,  T.  v.  1738  ; 
pleasant,  E.  1688  ;  yovj  so  leef,  so  desired 
by  you,  C  760 ;  that  leef  me  tvere,  w-hich 
I  should  like,  HF.  1999  ;  Leve,  def  dear 
(one),  A  3393  ;  vocatire,  HF.  816  ;  Lefe, 
adj.  fern.  voc.  HF.  1827  ;  Leve,  2>l-  dear, 
T.  iv.  82,  V.  592. 

Leef,  adj.  as  «  ,  what  is  pleasant ;  for  I.  ne 
loath,  for  weal  nor  for  woe,  L.  1639 ; 
what  is  dear  (to  him),  T.  iv.  1585  ;  be- 
loved one,  lover,  lady-love,  T.  iii.  3. 

Leef,  s.  leaf,  L.  72  ;  Leves,  pi.  leaves,  R. 
56  ;  (of  a  book),  D  7(/). 

IieefTul ;  see  Leveful. 

Leefsel,  s.  the  '  bush '  or  leafy  bundle  (as 
n  sign),  at  a  tavern-door,  I  411  ;  Levosel, 
arliour  of  leaves,  A  4o6<%  C'f.  8 wed. 
lofsal,  a  hvit  made  of  green  boughs. 


Leek,  s.  leek,  R.  212  ;  a  thing  of  no  value, 

Leeu,  imp.  s.  ofLene. 

Leep  (16^p),  J>^  s.  o/Lepe. 

Lees  (lOes),  s.  leash,  G  19  ;  snare,  7.  233. 

Lees,  adj.  untrue,  E.  8. 

Lees  (lees),,  s.  deceit,  fraud ;    a  shretmd. 

lees,  a  wicked  fraud,  L.  1545  ;  irifhovfen 

lees,  without  deceit,  verily,  HF.  1464. 
Lees,  p^  s.  o/Lese. 
Leeste,  adj.  stq).  least,   B  2513 ;   atte  I, 

iceye,  at  the  very  least,  A  1121. 
Leet,  pt.  s.  of  Lete. 
Lef,  iiiij).  s.  o/Love  (leave). 
Lefe,  adj.  fern.  voc.  dear,  HF.  1S27. 
Leful ;  see  Leveful. 
Legge,  -n  ;  see  Leye,  v. 
Leide,  i  2)t.  s.  of  Leye. 
Leigh,  2)t-  s.  of  Lye  (2). 
Lekes,  pi.  leeks,  A  634. 
Lemes,  j>l.  flames,  B  4120.     A.S.  leoma. 
Lemman,  s.   ma.tc.    (male)  lover,  sweet- 
heart, A  4240,  4247  ;  fern,  (female)  lover, 

lady-love,  A  3278,  3280 ;  concubines,  1 903. 
Lendes,  pi.  loins,  A  3237,  3304.    A.S.  leti- 

den,  pi.  Icndenu. 
Lane,  adj.  lean,  thin,  R.  218,  444  ;  weak, 

T.  ii.  132. 
Lene,   (/er.  to  lend,  give,   A  6ri  ;    Lene, 

imp.  s.  lend,  B  1376 ;  Leen,  imp.  s.  give, 

A  3082.     A.S.  Id' nan. 
Lene,  v.  lean,  incline,  B  2638. 
Leng,  adv.  longer ;  erer  I.  the  u-ers,  the 

worse,  the  longer  it  lasts,  A  3872. 
Lenger,  adj.  longer,  L.  450,  2025. 
Lenger,  adv.  longer,  B  374,  2122,  3709; 

ever  the  I.,  the  longer,  the  more,  7.  129; 

ever  I.  the  more,  E  687. 
'Longest,  adv.  mip).  longest,  5.  549. 
Lente,  s.  Lent-season,  D  543. 
Lenvoy,  s.  I'envoy,  i.  e.  the  epUogue  or 

postscript  addressed  to  the  hearers  or 

readers,  E  wyj  {ruhnc). 
Leonesse, .«.  lioness,  L.  805. 
Leonyn,  adj.  lionlike,  B  3836. 
Leos,  s.  people,  G  103,  106.     Gk.  Aew?. 
Leoun,  s.  lion,  L.  627, 829  :  L6on.  the  sign 

Leo,  F  265. 
Lepart,  s.  leopard,  A  2186;  Libardes,  j?^- 

R.  894. 
Lepe,  V.  run,  A  4378 ;  leap,  L.  2008  ;  Lepe 

up,  V.  leap  up,  HF.  2150;  L6(5p,  pt.  s. 

leapt,  A  26S7. 
Lere,  s.  flesh,  skin,  B  2047.     Properly  the 

muscles,  especially  the  muscles  of  the 

thigh,  which  special  sense  is  perfectly 

suitable  here.     A.S.  lira,  flesh,  muscle. 
Lere,  ger.  (i)  to  teach,  7.  98  ;  v.  teach,  T.  iv. 
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441 ;  (2)  to  leam,  T.  v.  161  ;  Lere,  qer.  to 
learn,  find  owt,  D  c)<x) ;  Lere,  itr.  pi.  (i) 
teach,  5.  25  ;  (2)  leam,  F  104  :  Lereil,  ^jp. 
(2)  learnt.  T.  iii.  406. 

Lered.  adj.  instructed,  learned.  C  28,? ; 
A.S.  l.ln;'d. 

Lerne,  v.  leam,  A  308,  D  994  ;  Lerned  of, 
taught  l)v,  Ct  748.  (Chaucer  here  uses 
the  wc>rd  wrongly,  as  in  mod.  provincial 
English.) 

Lese,  s.  dat.  pasture,  T.  ii.  75^ ;  HF.  1768. 
A.S.  libs. 

Xjese,  V.  lose,  A  1215,  1290 ;  Lese  me,  i-. 
lose  myself,  be  lost,  5.  1^7;  Lees,  i)^  s. 
lost,  L.  945;  Leseth,  im2K  i>?.  B  19; 
Loren,  pp.  lost,  L.  1048 ;  Lorn,  pp.  lost, 
T.  i.  57,?,  iii.  1076,  iv.  1613 ;  foi-lorn, 
wasted,  R.  366. 

Xiesing,  a.  falsehood,  lie,  HF.  2089  ;  G- 
479  ;  Lesingcs,  j>/.  lies,  deceits,  E.  2  : 
lying  reports,  HF.  212^ 

Lesinge,  s.  loss,  I  1056;  Lesing,  A  1707,; 
/or  h'singe.  for  fear  of  losing,  B  3750. 

Lessoun,  s.  lesson,  lection,  A  700. 

Xiest.  «.  pleasure,  3.  908  ;  delight.  A  132  ; 
ifesire,  E  619 ;  inclination,  HF.  287 ; 
Lestes,  pi.  desires,  HF.  1738.  A  Kentish 
form  ;  for  htst. 

Xiest,  p>:  s.' impers.  (it)  pleases,  L.  1703: 
(it)  pleases  (me),  D  360;  Thee  leat.  it 
pleases  thee,  5. 114  ;  Lesteth,  (it)  pleases. 
h.  480  ft  ;  Leste,  j)<.  s.  impers.  (it)  pleased. 
T.  V.  517  ;  pe/'s.  was  pleased.  T.  iii.  452  : 
Leste,j>r.  s.  siibj.  (it)  may  please.  L.  1338: 
As  yow  leste,  as  it  may  please  you,  L. 
449  ;  (it)woxild  please,  F380  ;  Her  leste, 
it  should  idease  her,  5.  551.  Kentish 
forms. 

Leste,  adjt  superl.  least.  T.  i.  281  ;  at  the 
l.,  at  least,  3.  973  ;  atte  I.,  at  least,  B  38  ; 
Leste,  as  s.,  the  least  one,  3.  283  ;  at  the 
leesfe  ueye,  at  any  rate,  E  966. 

Let,  pr.  s.  of  Lede. 

Lste,  V.  let  B  3524  ;  let,  leave.  A  1335  ; 
give  up,  let  go,  T.  v.  1688 :  forsake,  T. 
iv.  1199;  let  alone,  leave.  D  1276;  quit, 
I.  72  ;  give  up,  lose,  G-  406  ;  omit,  depart 
from,  5.  391  ;  Lete  of,  fier.  to  leave  off, 
18.  52  ;  Leten,  v.  let,  L.  2107  ;  give  up,  E. 
1690  ;  forsake,  T.  iv.  1556  ;  Leten,  f/er.  to 
let  go.  T.  i.  262  ;  Late,  v.  let,  T.  iii.  693  ; 
Laten,  v.  let,  A  3326  ;  Lete,  i  j>r.  s.  leave, 
7.  45:  Let,  pr.  s.  lets  go,  repels,  5.  151  ; 
Lat,  2>r. .«.  lets,  permits.  T.  iv.  200  ;  Lete, 
2  j)r.  2>l-  abandon,  B  2505  ;  Leet,  j>f.  s. 
let,  A  128  ;  let  go,  A  1206  ;  allowed.  HF. 
243  ;  left  off.  A  33 u  ;  left.  A  508  ;  caused, 
permitted,    B    373 ;     caused,    B    2194 ; 


caused  (to  be),  B  959  ;  leet .  .  .  fecrhe, 
commanded  (men)  to  fetch,  D  2064  ;  leet 
don  cryen,  caused  to  Ije  proclaimed,  F 
45  ;  leet  make,  caused  to  be  made,  B 
3349 ;  leet  bindc,  caused  to  be  bound,  B 
1810;  Let,  j>t.  «.  caused,  L.  2624;  M 
calle,  caused  to  be  called,  L.  1684  ;  let,  5. 
279  :  Lete,  pt.  pi.  let,  B  3898  ;  Lete.  pt.  s. 
guhj.  were  fo  let,  T.  iii.  1762  ;  Leet,  imjy. 
■•>.  let.  C  731  ;  Lat,  ivip.  .«.  let,  i.  79,  84; 
let  alone,  give  up.  T.  ii.  1500  ;  Lat  be,  let 
be,  do  away  with.  A  840  ;  let  me  alone, 
■'^.^285  ;  give  up,  HF.  992  ;  Lat  do,  cause, 
C  173:  Lat  take,  take,  G-  1254,  H  175: 
Lat  see,  let  xis  see,  A  831 ;  Lat  goon,  let 
.slip  (the  dogs),  L.  1213  ;  Laten  hlood,  pp. 
let  blood,  A  4346.     A.S.  Icetan. 

Lette,  s.  hindrance,  T.  i.  361 ;  delay,  T. 
iii.  235. 

Lette,  i:  hinder,  T.  ii.  732  ;  prevent.  L. 
732  ;  oppose,  stay,  B  3306  ;  cause  delay, 
B  1117;  wait,  B  1440;  tarrj-,  B  4224; 
stop,  desist,  B  4279;  cea.se.  E.  279:  Letten, 
ger.  to  put  obstacles  in  the  way  (of),  to 
decline  (from),  A  1317:  Let,  pr.  s.  pre- 
vents, B  3.  p  10.  162  ;  Lette,  j^r.  s.  .mbj.  : 
lette  him  no  man,  fjod/brbede.  God  forbid 
that  any  sliould  hinder  him.  T.  iii. 
545  :  Letted.  2>f-  s.  hindered.  A  1891  ; 
was  hindered,  B  2591 ;  Letteth,  imp.  pi. 
hesitate,  T.  ii.  1136. 

Lette-game,  .?.  '  let-game,'  one  who  hin- 
ders sport,  T.  iii.  527. 

Lettres,  jil-  letters,  (also  as  sing,  a  letter), 
B  736  ;  5.  19. 

Lettrure,  s.  learning.  B  3486  ;  book-lore, 
B  3686. 

Letuarie,  s.  electuary,  remedy,  C  307 ; 
2)1.  electuaries,  A  426.     Lat.  electiiarivm. 

Leve,  dear  ;  see  Leef. 

Leve,  s.  leave,  B  1637,  D  908  ;  permission, 
L  2281 :  bisyde  hir  leve,  without  her 
leave,  T.  iii,  622. 

Leve  f  i),  V.  leave,  E  250 ;  let  alone,  G  714  ; 

let  go,  3.   nil  ;  go  away,  5.    153;  leave 

alone,  T.  i.  688  ;  ger.  to  leave  off,  T.  i. 

686  ;  to  forsake,  G-  287 :  Leve,  i  pr.  s. 

leave,  2.  50 ;  Leveth,  pr.  s.  remains,  3. 

701 :  Lafte,  i  pt.  s.  left.  C  762  ;  Lefte.  left 

off,  F  670;  Laften,  pt.  pi.  L.  168  ;  Left, 

2}p.  omitted,  I  231  ;    Lalt,  pp.  left,  L. 

!        1260 ;    Leef,    imp.    8.    leave,   T.  iv.  852  ; 

I       leave  (it)  alon«,  T.  v.  1518  ;  Lef.  ?/hj>.  s. 

I       forego,  D  2089  :  I^eve,  imp.  s.  leave,  A 

1       1614 :    Leveth,   imj).  pi.   leave,    C   659, 

I       A;S.  lirfan. 

''.  Leve  1 2 ).  i\  believe.  5.  496  ;  L.  10  :  ger.  to 
I      be  believed,   HF,   708 ;    Levestow,  be- 
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lievest  thou,    G-  au  :    Levotli.   imp.  pi. 
believe,  6.  8i5.     A.S.  iPJ'an,  Ijjfan. 

Leve  (3)  flrer.  to  tcllow,  L.  jjSo  ;  yod  Uce, 
God  grant,  L.  2i>8:|,  jo86.  A.  S.  Z("/n«, 
}y,fan. 

Leveful,  adj.  allowable,  A  301-;;  per- 
missible, D  }-  ;  Leetiul,  allowable,  I  41, 
i»i/~;  Leful,  permissible.  T.  iii.  1020. 

Levene,  s.  flash  of  lightniflg,  D  276. 

Lever,  adj.  comp.  liefer,  rather;  me  tvere 
lever,  I  had  rather,  T.  i.  1034,  iii.  574  ;  me 
nislever,  L.  191  ;  thee  were  I.,  thou  hadst 
rather,  B  2.W9;  Mm  iva-s  I.,  A  293  ;  him 
were  Z.,L.  2413  ;  havell..  I  would  rather, 
T.  iL  471  ;  F  1360 ;  Jiadde  I  L,  D  16S  ; 
hath  L,  F692  ;  hadde  I.,  L.  1536  :  had  hir 
I.,  she  would  rather,  E  444  ;  him  had 
he  I.,  he  woxild  rather,  A  3541. 

Levesel ;  see  LeefseL 

Levest,  sup.  dearest,  most  desirable,  HF. 
<S7. 

Lewed,  adj.  ignorant,  A  502,  574 ;  un- 
learned, C  283  ;  unskilled,  rude,  HF. 
1096  ;  wicked,  foolish,  F  1494  ;  wanton, 
E  2129.     A.S.  Iceued. 

Lewedly,  adv.  simply,  HF.  866;  igno- 
rantly,  B  47  ;  ill,  G  430. 

Lewednesse,  s.  ignorance,  ignorant  be- 
haviour, D  1928. 

Ley,  lied  ;  j><.  s.  of  Lye. 

Leye,  v.  lay,  4.  205 ;  lay,  cause  to  lie,  T. 
iii.  659  ;  lay  a  wager,  HF.  674 ;  pledge, 
T.  iii.  1605 ;  Leyn,  gei:  to  lay  up,  to 
hoard,  E,  184  ;  Leggen,  ger.  to  lay,  A 
3269  ;  Legge,  v.  A  3937 ;  Lej-th,  j>/-.  s.  A 
4229  ;  Leith,  pn  s.  D  2138  ;  Leye,  i  pr.  pi. 
lay  out,  expend,  G  783  :  LejTi,  pr.  pl. 
lay,  H  222  ;  Leyde,  pit.  s.  3.  394  ;  Leyde, 
2  j)t.  p>l.  L.  2501  ;  Lcyden  forth,  lyt.  pl. 
■  brought  ft>rward,  B  213  ;  Leyd,  pp.  laid, 
A  3262;  placed,  E.  1184;  overlaid,  E. 
1076 ;  /  ivas  leyd,  I  had  laid  mj-self 
flown,  L.  208  ;  Leyd,  pp.  laid,  A  81  ; 
fixed,  3.  1146;  set,  3.  1036;  Lej'  on,  lay 
on,  A  2558. 

Leyser,  .'i.  leisure.  E.  462;  A  1188;  de- 
liberation, B  27C*  ;  opportunity,  A  3293. 

Leyt,  .s.  flame  (of  a  candle  .  I  954.  A.S. 
h'f/et,  lyget,  M.E.  hut,  lightning. 

Libardes,  pl.  leo]>ai-ds,  E.  894. 

Libel,  .«.  written  declaration,  D  1595. 

Licentiat,  adj.  one  licensed  by  the  pope 
to  hear  confessions,  independently  of 
the  local  ordinaries,  A  220. 

Liche,  a<7y.  like,  E.  1073;  similar,  7.  76; 
it  liche,  like  it,  F  62. 

Liche,  adv.  alike.  HF.  10. 

Liche-wake, «.  watch  over  a  coi-pse,  A2958. 


Licoryce,  i»t.  liquorice,  E.  1368. 

Licour,   s.  moisture,   A  3  ;  liqtior,  T  iv. 

520  ;  Licour,  juice,  C  452. 
Lief,  adj.  dear,  A  3501  ;  Lief  to,  glad  to, 

given   to,   A   3510 ;    cherished,    E   470 ; 

t/oode  leef  viy  iryf,  mj'  dear  good  wife, 

B  3084  ;  hadde  as  lief,  would  as  soon,  D 

1574  ;  as  s.  dear  one,  B  4o()9. 
Lift,  adj.  lett  (said  of  the  left  hand  or 

side  I ;  B.  163. 
Lige,  adj.  liege,  C  337  ;  Lige  man,  vassal, 

L.  379  ;  Liges,  s.  p>l.  vassals,  L.  382  :  pl. 

subjects,  B  240.     F.  lige,  from  O.H.G. 

ledic  (G.  ledig),  free.     A  liege  lord  was  a 

.free  lord  ;  in  course  of  time  his  subjects 

were  called  lieges,  from  confusion  with 

Lat.  ligare,  to  bind. 
Ligeaunce,  s.  allegiance,  B  895. 
Liggen,  v.  lie,  B  2101  ;  Ligginge,  j);v's.  j)i. 

lying,  T.  iv.  29;  Ligging,  A  loii. 
Light,   adj.  lightsome,  joyous,  E.  77 ;  3. 

1175;    active,  nimble,  E.  832;    easy,   3. 

526;  wearing  but  few  clothes(a7«o,  tickle  \ 

21.  20 ;  Lighte,  pl.  light  (of  weight  1,  5. 

188  :  easy,  A.  pr.  36. 
Lighte,  adv.  brilliantly,  E.  1109. 
Lighte,  ger.  (i)  to  make  light,  rejoice,  T. 

V.  634 ;    to  render   cheerful,   T.  i.   203 ; 

alleviate,  T.  iii.   1082  ;    (2)  ger.  to  feel 

light,  to  be  glad,  F  396,   914  ;  Liglite, 

pt.   s.   lighted;    either   in    the   sense  (i) 

lightened,  made  light,  made  happy,  or 

(2)  illuminated,  B  1661. 
Lighte,  V.  alight,  descend,  HF.  508  ;  p>t-  s. 

alighted,  B  786. 
Lighten,  v.  shine,  I  1037;  Lighted,  pp. 

brightened,  1.74;  Light, ^j).  illuminated, 

L.  2506 ;  Lighte,  imp.  s.  illumine,  G  71. 
Lightly,  adv.  lightly,  F  390>f  readily,  4. 

205 ;  quickly,  I  534  ;  easily,  T.  iL  289 ; 

carelessly,  I  1023 ;  joyfully,  A  1870. 
Lightned,  pp.  enlightened,  illuminated, 

P  1050. 
Lightnesse  (i),  s.  brightness,  5.  263. 
Lightnesse  (j),  s.  agility,  A  3383. 
Lightsom.  adj.  gay,  E.  936. 
Ligne,  ,«.  line,  T.  v.  148 1. 
Ligne-aloes,  woo<l    of   the   aloe,  T.  iv, 

1 137.     (Properly  a  compound,  i.e.  ligne- 

aloes  ;  where  aloes  is  a  plural  form.) 
Likerous,  adj.  lecherous,  H  189  ;  wanton, 

A  3244,  3345,  E  214  ;  gluttonous,  C  .,40; 

greedy  after  indulgence,  D  466  ;  eager, 

P  1 1 19 ;  very  vile  (Lat.  nequisaimi),  B  3. 

P  4-  31. 
Likerousnesse,  s.  lecherousness,  D  61 1 ; 
licentiousness,  I  430 ;  greediness,  I  377; 
eagerness,  I  741  ;  appetite,  C  84. 
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Lilting-home.  s.  born  to  be  pbiyod  for 

a  lilt,  HF.  ijjj. 
Limaille  :  see  Lymaille. 
Lime,  s.  limb,  3.  499  ;  Limes,  j)!.  R.  830, 
Limitacioun,  .».  limit,  I)  87;. 
Ijimitour.  s.  limitor,  a  friar  licensed  to 

beg  for  alms  within  a  certain  limit,  A 

2tH).  L)  874. 

Xiiuage.  s.  lineage,  race,  A  uio;  family, 
D  1 135 ;  noble  family,  R.  258 ;  high 
birth,  B  3441  ;  kinsfolk,  B  2193  ;  kin- 
dred, B  999  ;  consanguinity,  L.  2602. 

Xiiud.  s.  lime-tree,  A  2922. 

Xjipsed.  2>t.  s.  lisped,  A  264. 

liisse.  *.  comfort,  T.  v.  550 ;  joy,  T.  iii. 
343  ;  assuaging,  HF.  220  ;  solace,  3.  1040  ; 
alleviation,  F  1238.     A.S.  liss. 

Lissen.  v.  alleviate.  T.  i.  702 ;  soothe,  6. 
0:    Lissed,  p2>-  relieved,  F   1170.     A.S. 

Xiist  ( I/,   8.    pleasure,    T.    iii.    i3i>3 ;    will, 

Xiist  (^2,,  s.  ear,  D  634.     A.S.  hlyst. 

Xiist,  2"'-  *.  imj>e)-s.  it  pleases  (Ksuallt/  tcith 
dat.},  A  102 1,  B  521  ;  vie  list  rhjht  evel,  I 
was  in  no  mind  to,  3.  239  ;  you  list, 
it  pleases  you,  11.  77 ;  List,  j^''-  *• 
2Jers.  is  pleased,  pleases,  T.  i.  518,  797: 
wishes,  A  3176;  Listeth,  pr.  s.  impers. 
(it  I  pleases,  T.  ii.  700 ;  perg.  pleases,  is 
lileased,  HF.  511  ;  likes,  F  689  ;  Listen, 
2  pr.  pi.  are  pleased,  T.  iii.  1810  ;  Listen, 
pr.  pi.  list,  choose,  B  2234  ;  Listen 
trete,  choose  to  write,  L.  575 ;  Liste, 
pt.  a.  imptrs.  (it  pleased),  L.  332  ;  her 
liste,  it  pleased  her,  she  cared,  7.  190  ; 
7i/)/(  liste,  he  wanted,  4.  92  ;  hem  liste, 
(it  1  pleased  them,  F  851.      A.  S.  lystan. 

Xiistes,  pi.  in  sing,  sense,  lists,  a  place 
enclosed  for  tournaments,  A  63. 

Xiistes.  s.  pi.  wiles  ;  in  his  I.,  by  means  of 
his  wiles,  i.  85. 

Liisteth.  iDqj.  pi.  listen  ye,  B  1902. 

Litarge.  s.  litharge,  ointment  iirepared 
Irum  protoxide  of  lead,  A  629  ;  protoxide 
of  lead,  G-775. 

Litargie,  s.  lethargy,  B  :.  p  2.  22. 

Lite,  a'lj.  little,  I  295  :  as  «.,  a  little,  T.  i. 
20 1  :  (((?(•.  little,  T.  iv.  1330. 

Litsstere,  s.  dyer.  9.  17.     Icel.  lita,  to  dye. 

Lith.  .v.  limb  1  viz.  of  herself),  B  40O5,  A.  S. 
lid. 

Litherly,  adv.  ill,  A  3299.   A.S.  lyder,  evil. 

Livere  (11,  s.  liver,  D  1839. 

Livere  ^j),  s.  liver  (one  who  lives  i,  B  1024. 

Liveree,  s.  livery,  A  363. 

Livinge.  s.  life-time.  7.  188 ;  manner  of 
life,  C  107  ;  state  of  life,  G  }22, 


Lixt.  liest ;  see  Lye  (2). 

Lode.  .<<.  load.  A  2918. 

Lodemenage.  s.  pilotage,  A  403.  Lode- 
iiianat/e  is  the  hire  of  a  pilot,  for  con- 
ducting a  shipfrom  one  place  to  another, 

Lodesmen.  ,•(.  _2>/.  pilots,  L.  1488. 

Lode-sterre,  s.    jiolar  star,    lodestar,   A 

2()5<). 

Lofte,  dat.  upper  room,  L.  2709  ;  on  lo/te, 
in  the  air,  HF.  1727  ;  aloft,  B  277. 

Logge.  s.  resting-place,  B  4043. 

Logging,  s.  lodging,  B  4185. 

Loke,  r.  ureak-)  lock  up,  D  317. 

Loken,  ger.  to  look,  A  1783  ;  r.  behold,  E. 
E.  812  ;  Loked,  pt.  s.  looked,  A  28<> ; 
Lokeden,  j)t.  pi.  L.  1972  ;  imp.  .<>.  see,  HF. 
893  ;  take  heed,  D  1587  ;  Loke  he,  let 
him.  take  heed,  I  134  ;  Loketh,  imp.  j>Z. 
behold,  G  1329  ;  search  ye,  C  578. 

Loken.  pp.  of  strong  verb  (Louken),  locked 
up.  B  4065. 

Loking.  s.  look,  gaze,  3.  870 ;  counten- 
ance, B  2332  ;  glance,  L.  240  ;  glance  (of 
the  eye),  A  2171  ;  aspect,  4.  51  ;  examin- 
ing. V  110;  appearance,  E.  29(1:  looks, 
F  285. 

Lokkes,  j>?.  locks  of  hair,  A  81,  677. 

Loller.  s.  a  loller,  a  lollard,  B  1 173.  Loller 
(one  who  is  sluggish;  was  confused  with 
the  name  Lollard. 

Lomb,  s.  lamb,  L.  1798. 

Lend.  s.  land,  A  194,  41XJ,  579 ;  country, 
B  3548  ;  vpon  lond,  in  the  country,  A 
702. 

Lone.  ^.  dot.  loan,  B  1485  ;  gift,  grace,  D 
i8()i. 

Long.  pr>'p.  ;  the  phrase  wher-on  .  .  long 
—  long  on  icher,  along  of  what,  G  930 ; 
Long  on,  along  of,  because  of,  G  922. 

Long.  adj.  f  before  a  vovel),  tall,  B.  817; 
pi.  tall,  high,  E.  1384  ;  long,  A  93. 

Longe,  adv.  long,  A  2*6  ;  for  a  long  time, 
L.  jjoi. 

Longe  (1),  V.  desire,  long  for,  L.  2260; 
yearn,  T.  ii.  546  ;  Longen  (2),  v.  belong, 
A  2278;  pr.  s.  belongs,  E.  754  ;  (it;  con- 
cerns, T.  ii.  312  ;  pr.  pi.  belong,  F  1131  ; 
pt.  s.  befitted,  E.  1222 ;  Longing  for, 
suitable  for,  F  39. 

Longes.  })l.  lungs,  A  2752. 

Longitude,  a.  the  distance  between  two 
given  meridians,  A.  ii  39.  19";  the  length 
or  extent  of  a  '  climate,'  in  a  direction 
parallel  to  the  equator,  or  rather  a  line 
along  which  to  measure  this  length ; 
A.  ii.  39.  28.  The  longitude  of  a  star  is 
measured  along  the  zodiac  ;  that  of  a 
town,  from  a  fixed  meridian. 
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Loos.   s.    praise,   renowni,    B   -'834,   3036.   | 

O.F.  los. 
Loos,  adj.  loose,  A  4064,  4138 ;  Lous,  free, 

HF.  1286.  I 

Looth  (166th),  adj.  loath,  odious,  A  486 ;  ! 

liatelul,  A  3393  ;    me  icere  I.,  it  would 

displease  me,  B  91  ;  as  s.,  what  is  hate- 
ful, misery,  L.  1639. 
Loothly,  adj.  liideous,  D  1100. 
Loppe,  ii.  a  spider.  A,  i.  3.  6. 
Loppewebbe,  s.  cobweb,  A,  i.  21.  3. 
Lordeth,  pr.  g..  rules  over,  4.  166. 
Lordings,  s.  pi.  sirs,  C  329,  syj. 
Lore,  s.  teacliing,  L.  2450 ;  advice,  T.  i. 

1090  ;  lesson,  T,  i.  645,  754  ;  instruction, 

B  342  :  learning,  B  761  ;  study,  G-  842  ; 

profit,  5,  15  ;  doctrine,  A  527,     A.S.  Idr. 
Lore,  pj).  of  Lese. 
Lorel,     s.    worthless    man,     abandoned 

wretch,  D  273. 
Loren,jy).  o/Lese. 
Lorer,  s.  laurel,  R.  1379. 
Lorn,  pp.  of  Lese. 

Los  (i),  *.  loss,  A  2543;  occasion  of  per- 
dition, D  720. 
Los  (21,  *.  praise,  renown,  fame,  L.  1514  ; 

report,  L.   1424  ;  til  her  loses,  in  praise 

of  them,  HF.  1688.     O.F.  los. 
Losengere,  s.  flatterer,  E.   1050 ;  pi.  E. 

1056,     O.F,  lijsengeur. 
Losengerie,  s.  flatterj',  I  613. 
Losenges,  pi.  lozenges,  HF.  1317 ;  small 

diamond-shaped  shields,  E,  893. 
Lost,  s.  loss,  B  2.  p  4.  185. 
Loth.,  adj.  loath,  3.  8 ;  displeasing,  E.  233. 
Lother,  adj.  comp.  more  hateful,  L.  191. 
Lothest,  adj.  superl.  most  loath,  F  1313. 
Lotinge,  itres.  part,  lurking,  G  186.    A.S. 

hdian,  t-o  lurk. 
Loude,  adv.  loudly,  A  171. 
Lough,  i)t.  8.  o/Laughe. 
Louke.  s.  accomplice,  A  4415. 
Loured,  2)p.  frowned,  HF.  409. 
Lous,  adj.  loose,  free,  HF.  1286. 
Lousy,  adj.  full  of  lice,  miserable,  D  1467. 
Loute,  V.  bow,  do  obeisance,  T.  iii.  083  ; 

ger.  to  bow  down,  B  3352  ;  i  pt.  s.  stooped, 

bent,  E,  1554, 
Love.  s.  love,  A  475  ;  fern,  lady-love,  4.  31  ; 

i'jc.  O  my  love,  A  672 ;  masc.  lover,  L. 

862. 
Lovedayes.  pi.  days  for  settling  disputes 

>■>■  arbitration,  A  258  ;  HF.  695. 
Love-drury,  «.   aflfection,   B  2085.     The 

latter  part  of  the  word  is  O.F,  drurie, 

druerie,  love,  passion. 
Loveknotte,  s.  looped  ornament.  A  197, 
Loves,  ts.  pi.  loaves,  B  503. 


Lovyere,  s.  lover,  A  80. 

Lo-wenesse,  «.  lowliness,  I  1080. 

Lowly,  adj.  humble,  A  99, 

Luce,  s.  luce,  pike,  A  350. 

Lucre,  s.  lucre,  gain,  G  1402  ;  lucre  of 
vilanye  =  vile  gain,  B  1681. 

Lufsom,  adj.  lovely,  T.  v.  911 ;  lovable,  T. 
v.  465. 

Lulleth,  jn:  s.  lulls,  soothes,  B  839. 

Luna,  s.  the  moon,  G  826 ;  a  name  for 
silver,  G  1440. 

Lunarie,  s.  lunary,  moon-wort,  G  800. 

Lure,  s.  a  hawk's  litre,  D  1340  ;  pi.  entice- 
ments, L.  1371. 

Lusslieburghes,  pi.  sptirioits  coin,  B 
3152.  Named  from  the  town  of  Luxem- 
bourg. 

Lust,  s.  desire,  E.  1653  ;  amusement,  R. 
1287;  pleasure,  E.  6i6;  delight,  i.  106; 
will,  desire,  wish,  B  i88 ;  interest  in  a 
story,  F  402  ;  pi.  delights,  3.  581.  A.S. 
lust. 

Lusteth.  2>r.  s.  impers.  (it)  pleases,  L.  996 ; 
Lust,  pi:  s.  pers.  pleases,  E  1344  ;  impers. 
(it)  pleases,  E  322  ;  Luste,  jH.  s.  i)ers. 
desired,  G  1344 ;  Luste,  pt.  s.  impers.  it 
pleased,  G  1235. 

Lustier,  more  joyous,  G  1345. 

Lustihede,  s.  cheerfvtlness,  3.  27  ;  delight, 
H  274  ;  enjoyment,  F  288 ;  vigour,  L. 
1530. 

Lustily,  adv.  gaily,  merrilj',  E.  1319. 

Lustinesse,  s.  pleasure,  jollity,  A  1939 ; 
vigotir,  R.  1282. 

Lusty,  (idj.  pleasant,  gay,  A  80;  jocund, 
F  272  ;  Ittsty,  H  41  ;  joyous,  E.  581  ; 
happy,  E.  1303  ;  joyful,  A  1513  ;  vigorous, 
L.  1038. 

Luxures,  s.  pi.  Itists,  B  3.  p  7.  12. 

Luxurie.  s.  lechery,  B  925,  C  484. 

Lyard,  adj.  grey,  D  1563. 

Lycorys,  s.  liquorice,  A  3690. 

Lye  (1),  V.  lie,  remain,  10.  52  ;  Lye,  ger.  to 
lodge,  D  1780  ;  Lye  .  .  by,  v.  lie  beside, 
B  3470  ;  Lye  upright,  lie  on  one's  back, 
lie  dead,  E.  1604  ;  Lystow,  thou  liest,  H 
276  ;  Lyth,  pr.  s.  lies,  is,  remains,  E. 
782  ;  lies,  3.  146,  181 ;  (he)  lies,  B  634; 
(that)  lies,  D  1829 ;  remains,  resides,  B 
3654;  lies  (dead),  3.  143;  Lyth  therto, 
belongs  liere,  is  needed,  3.  527;    Lay, 

1  pt.  s.  lodged,  A  20  ;  was,  A  538  ;  Laye, 
pt.  s.  subj.  wottld  lie,  T.  iv.  1560;  Ly, 
imj).  8.  T.  ii.  953. 

Lye  (2),  V.  tell  lies,  lie,  A  763 ;  List,  2 

2  pr.  s.  liest,  D  1618,  1761  ;  Ley,  stmng 
pt.  s.  lied,  T.  ii.  1077  ;  Lyed,  iveak  pt.  s. 
lied,  A  659.     A.S.  leogan. 
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Lye  Is),  V.  blaze,  D  1142.  A.S.  lyge^  s. 
flame. 

Lyer,  s.  liar,  B  22-^6. 

Lyes,  «.  pi.  lees,  dregs,  HF.  2150. 

Lyes,  pi.  {i)  lees  ;  wr  (2)  lies,  1)  30J.  Per- 
haps a  ilouLle  meaniiiia:  is  intended. 

Lyf,  s.  lite,  A  71,  2776  ;  Lyves,  gen.  life's, 
6.  60;  of  my  life,  3.  920;  Our  present 
worldes  lyves  space,  the  space  of  our 
present  life  in  the  world,  5.  53  ;  Lyves 
day,  lifetime,  L.  1624  ;  Lyve,  ihit.  L.  59 ; 
On  lyve,  alive,  L.  1 792  ;  in  his  time,  D 
43;  Upon  lyve,  alive,  T.  ii.  1030;  Of 
l3^e,  out  of  life,  T.  v.  1561  ;  Bringe  of 
ly\'e,  cause  to  die,  T.  ii.  1608  ;  My  lyve, 
in  my  life,  T.  ii.  205  ;  By  thy  lyf,  during 
thy  life,  B  1621  ;  Thy  Ij-f,  during  thy 
lifetime,  17.  19  ;  His  lyve,  in  his  Ufe,  L. 
1099  ;  Hir  lyve,  in  their  life,  D  392  ; 
Lyves,  pi.  B  3284. 

Lyflode,  s.  means  of  living,  1 6S5.  Mod.E. 
livelihood. 

Lyfly,  adv.  in  a  lifelilce  way,  A  20S7. 

Lyke,  v.  please,  T.  i.  431;  ger.  HF.  860: 
to  be  liked,  R,  1357 ;  Lyketh,  pr.  s. 
pleases,  E  103 1  ;  impers.  (it)  pleases,  E 
3U,  845;  us  I.  yow,  it  pleases  us  with 
respect  to  you,  E  106  ;  Lyke,  2'r.  .s.  sithj. 
may  please,  D  1278  ;  thee  I.  nat,  it  may 
not  please  you,  L.  490;  Lj-ked,  pt.  s. 
impers.  pleased.  It.  131 2. 

Lyking,  s.  pleasure,  C  455;    delight,   B 

3499- 
Lyking,  adj.  pleasing,  E.  868  ;   pleasant, 

E.  1416  ;  thri\-ing,  E.  1564. 
Lyklihed,  s.  dat.  likeliliood,  E  448. 
Lyklinesae,  s.  probability,  22.  15. 
Lykly,  adj.  likely,  like,  16.  32. 
Lykne,  i  j^r.  s.  compare,  3.  636 
Lyknesse,  s.  parable,  A  2842. 
Lym,  s.  lime,  F  1149;  qiucklime,  L.  649. 
Lymaille,  .'*.  hUngs  of  any  metal,  G  1162  ; 

Lyniail,  G  1164  ;  Limaille,  G  853. 
Ljrme,  gei:  to  cover  with  birdlime,  T.  i.  353. 
Lymere,  s.  hound  held  in  leash,  3.  365. 
Lymrod,  s.  lime-twig,  B  3574. 
Lyne,  s.   line,  T.  i.  1068  ;  tishing-liue,  4. 

242;   line  of  descent,  D   1135;    as  lyne 

rigid,  straight  as  a  line,  T.  iii.  228. 
Lyned,  2>P-  lined,  A  440. 
Lyne-right,  adj.  in  an  exact  line,  exactly 

in  a  line  with,  A.  i.  21.  31. 
Lyoun,    s.    Hon,    T.    iii.    1780;    v.    830; 

Lyouns,  2^'-  E.  894.     See  Leoun. 
Lyst,  2  j>?-.  s.  liest,  reclincst,  T.  ii.  991 ; 

Lj-stow,  liest  thou,  H  276. 
Lytargye,  s.  lethargj-,  T.  i.  730. 
Lyte,  adj.  small,  little,  E,  532 ;   slight, 


I  089 ;  Lyte,  s.  a  little,  L.  29,  535 ;  Lyte, 

pi.  little,  A  494. 
Lyte,  adv.  little,  3.  884  ;  a  little,  E  935 ; 

in  a  small  degree,  G  632,  699  ;  I.  and  l., 

by  little  and  little,  D  2235. 
Lythe,  adj.  easy,  soft,  HF.  118. 
Lythe,  ger.  to  alleviate,  cheer,  T.  iv.  754, 
Lyve  ;   see  Lyf. 

Lyvely,  adr.  in  a  lively  way,  3.  905. 
Lyves ;  see  Lyf. 
Lyves,  cdr.  in  life  ;  hence,  as  adj.living, 

alive,  T.  iv.  2^^2  :  no  lyves  creature,  no 

living  creature,  T.  iiL  13. 

M. 

M',  sometimes  put  for  Me  (before  a  vowel) ; 
as  in  masterte  for  me  asterte. 

Ma  fey,  my  faith  !  T.  iii.  52. 

Maad  ;  pp.  of  Make. 

Maat,  adj.  dejected,  B  2.  p  4.  42. 

Mad,  pp.  made,  L.  286.     See  Make. 

Madde,  v.  go  mad,  4.  253  ;  ger.  to  be 
furious,  T.  i.  479. 

Mader,  s.  madder,  9.  17. 

Magik,  s.  magic,  A  416. 

Magistrat,  s.  magistracy,  B  3.  p  4.  26. 

Maheym,  s.  maiming,  I  625.  Mod.  E. 
maim.  * 

Maille,  s.  mail,  ringed  armour,  E  1202. 

Maister,  s.  master,  B  1627 ;  doctor,  D 
2184  ;  doctor  (of  divinity),  D  1638  ;  (as  a 
term  of  address),  17.  i ;  one  in  authorit3-, 
A  261. 

Maisterful,  adj.  masterful,  T.  ii.  756. 

Maister-strete,  s.  main  street.  L.  1965. 

Maister-temple,  s.  chief  temple,  L.  1016. 

Maister-toun,  s.  chief  town,  L.  1591. 

Maister-tour,  s.  chief  tower,  F  226. 

Maistow,  mayest  thou,  HF.  699. 

Maistresse,  s.  mistress,  L.  88  ;  governess, 
C  106. 

Maistrye,  s.  mastery,  great  skill,  A  33S3  ; 
mastery,  F  747,  764  ;  control,  B  3089,  C 
58 ;  superiority ;  for  the  maistrye,  as 
regards  authoritj-,  A  165 ;  victor}-,  B 
3582 ;  specimen  of  skill,  HF.  1074 ;  art, 
elegance,  E.  842  ;  a  masterly  operation 
(cf.  F.  cou})  de  maltre),  G  1060. 

Maje.stee,  s. ;  his  real  majestee  —  his  royal 
majesty,  i.  e.  high  treason,  B  i.  p  4.  162. 

Make,  s.  mate.  D  270,  H  1S6 ;  equal,  match, 
A  z^'.b;  wedded  companion,  wife,  B  700; 
bride,  E  1882  ;  husband,  D  85. 

Make,  v.  make,  A  184 ;  compose,  ■write, 
Li  69 ;  ger.  to  compose,  to  ■write  (about\ 
E.  41  ;  pretend  to,  counterfeit,  T,  ii, 
1522 ;   cause  (it^.  T,  ii.  959 ;   Makestow,  . 
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2  pt:  s.  B  .<7i  :  Maketh,  pr.  s.  caiises,  A 
3035  ;  Makon,  j)r.  pi.  make,  fitter,  A  0  ; 
Maked,  j^t.  s.  made,  A  526  ;  Makeden, 
2)t.  pi.  T.  iv.  12  r  ;  Made,  j^f-  •'•  stibj.  may 
liave  made,  4.  22- ;  Made  .  .  .  broght, 
caused  to  be  brought,  HF.  155  ;  Maked, 
j)p.  made,  A  1247 ;  composed,  5.  677 ; 
Maad.  px>.  made,  A  394  ;  Mad,jjy).  3.  415. 

Makelees.  adj.  peerless,  T.  i.  172. 

Making,  s.  poetry,  composition,  L.  74.  41?, 

Malapert,  aiJj.  forward,  T.  iii.  87. 

Male  [i\  s.  bag,  wallet,  A  694,  3115. 

Male  (21,  s.  made,  D  122. 

Malefice.  s.  evil  contrivance,  I  341. 

Malencolyk,  adj.  melancholy,  A  1375. 

Malgre.  prt'p.  in  spite  of,  4.  220. 

Malison,  s.  cvirse,  I  443  ;  cursing,  I  619. 

Malliable,  ad.j.  nialleable,  such  as  can 
be  worked  by  the  hammer,  Gr  1130. 

Malt.  pt.  s.  melted,  HF.  922. 

Maltalent,  s.  ill-will,  ill-hiimour,  resent- 
ment, R.  273,  330. 

Man,  s.  A  167,  209,  223  ;  (used  indefinitelj^) 
one,  B43,  D  2002  ;  hero,  B3331  ;  servant, 
I  772  ;  Mannes,  gen.  of  mankind,  T.  ii. 
417;  Men,  pi.  men,  people,  18.  26;  A 
178  ;  sinf/.  i tine iitpliatic  .form  of  vaSiTi),  one 
irith  sing.  verb).  A  149,  232,  C  675,  G  392. 

Manace,  ger.  to  threaten,  E  1752. 

Manasinge,  s.  threatening,  A  2035. 

Mandement,  *.  summons,  D  1346. 

Maner,  s.  manor,  place  to  dwell  in,  3.  ux)4. 

Manere,  s.  manner,  A  858,  D  1229  ;  de- 
portment, A  140 ;  disposition,  L.  251  ; 
manner,  way,  3.  1130;  ease  of  behaviour, 
3.  1218 ;  gootUy  courtesy  of  manner,  4. 
294  ;  of  manere,  in  his  behaviour,  F546  , 
Maner,  waj\  3.  433 ;  manner,  kind,  sort 
{used  tvithout  of  folloimng),  as  in  maner 
doctrine,  B  1689 ;  pi.  kinds,  R,  1406. 

Manhede.  s.  manliness,  A  1285, 

Mannish.  <idj.  manlike,  T,  i.  284  ;  human, 
I!  2454  :  unwomanly,  B  782. 

Mannish,  adi:  like  a  man,  boisterously, 
E  1536. 

Mansioun,  .y.  dwelling,  A  1974 ;  (a  term 
in  astrology  /.  F  50 ;  mansion  (of  the 
moonj,  F  1285  :  p?.  daily  positions  or 
'  stations  '  of  the  moon,  F  1 130.  A  man- 
sion of  a  i^lanet  is  the  sign  (or  signs)  of 
the  zodiac  in  -which  the  planet  was 
thought  to  be  peculiarly  at  home.  A 
mansion  of  the  moon  refers  to  its  posi- 
tion day  by  day  in  the  sky. 

Mansuete.  'tdj.  courteous,  T.  v,  i<)4- 

Mansuetude.  *.  meekness,  I  654. 

Mantelet,  s.  short  mantle,  A  2163. 


Mauye,  .•■■.  mania,  A  1374. 

Mappemounde,  map  of  the  world,  12.  2. 

Mapul.  ^'.  maple-tree,  A  2923. 

Marble-stoon,  s.  piece  of  marble,  R. 
1462. 

Marchal.  .■*.  marshal,  E  1930. 

Marchandyse,  s.  barter,  I  777. 

Marchant,  «,  merchant,  A  270. 

Marcial,  adj.  warlike,  T.  iv,  1669. 

Marcien,  adj.  devoted  to  Mars,  I)  610. 

Mareys,  *,  marsh,  D  970 ;  Mareys,  ^)?. 
marshes,  B  2,  p  7.  42. 

Marie,  interj.  marry,  i.  e.  by  St.  Marj-,  G- 
1062. 

Mark  (i),  s.  mark,  fixed  spot,  L.  784  ;  sex, 
race,  D  696  ;  sign,  I  98. 

Mark  (2),  s.  a  piece  of  money,  of  the  value 
of  13s.  4d.  in  England,  G  1026  ;  pi.  Mark, 
C  39<x 

Market-beter,  s.  swaggerer  in  a  market, 
A  3936. 

Markis,  s.  a  marquis,  E  64  :  gen.  simj, 
marqviis's,  E  994, 

Markisesse.  s.  a  marchioness,  E  283. 

Mart^re.  .«,  martj^rdom,  T.  iv.  818. 

Martyreth,  pr.  s.  torments,  A  1562. 

Mary,  s.  marrow,  pith,  C  542. 

Mary-bones,  .«,  2>l-  nuirrow-bones,  A  380. 

Mase,  s.  maze,  labyrinth,  L.  2014 ;  be- 
wilderment, T.  V.  468  ;  bewildering  posi- 
tion, B  4283. 

Mased,  adj.  bewildered,  B  526 ;  stunned 
with  grief,  7,  322. 

Masednesse,  s.  amaze,  E  1061. 

Maselyn.  s.  a  bowl  made  of  maplewood, 
B  2042.  ' 

Massedayes,  i>?,  massdaj-s,  B  4041. 

Masse-peny,  s.  penny  for  a  mass,  D  1749. 

Mast,  s.  mast,  i.e.  the  fruit  of  forest- 
trees,  acorns  and  beech-aiuts,  9.  7.  37. 

Masty,  adj.  fattened,  sluggish,  HF.  1777. 
Lit.  '  fattened  on  mast.' 

Mat,  adj.  dejected,  A  955  ;  exhausted,  T. 
iv.  342 ;  dead,  L.  126 ;  defeated  utterly, 

B935- 
Mate,    interj.    checkmate  I    3.    660;    adj. 

exhausted,  7.  176, 
Materes,  ^j?.  materials  (of  a  solid  cliar- 

aoter),  tr  779. 
Matrimoine,   s.   matrimony,    A  3095,   E 

Maugre.  Maugree,  in  spite  of;  as  in 
mai'gre  at  t/n/  tnig/it,  A  1607;  maugree 
Mr  eyen  two,  A  1796  ;  maugree  tin/ne  yen, 
D  315  ;  m.  her,  L.  1772  ;  m.  JViilistiens,  B 
3238 ;  m.  viy  heed,  in  spite  of  all  I  can 
do,  3.  1201  ;  m.thyn  heed,  B  104;  m.  his 
heed,  A  1169;  in.  her  {Mr)  heed,  L.  2326,. 
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D  887 ;  m.  your  heed,  in  spite  of  all  you 

can  do,  B  460J. 
Maumet,  s.  idol,  I  860. 
Maumetrye,  s.  Mahometanism,  idolatry, 

B    2,^6.      Jlaumrt    is    a    corruption    of 

Mahomet  or  Mulianinicd  ;  our  ancestors 

-wrongly  held  the   Mahometans  to   be 

idolaters. 
Maunciple,    s.   manciple,    A    544.      An 

officer  who  purchases  victuals  for  an 
•    inn  or  college. 
Mavis,  s.  song-thrush,  E.  619. 
Ma-we,  «.  niaw,  stomach,  B  486. 
May,  «,  maiden,  B  851. 
Mayde  child,  girl,  B  1285. 
Maydenheed,  s.  maidenhood,  virginity, 

D  888. 
Mayle,  s.  mail-armour,  T.  v.  1559. 
Mayntene,  r.  maintain,  E.  1144  ;  uphold, 

A  1778. 
Mayster-hunte,   5.  chief  huntsman,    3. 

Maystres,  ^  jjI.  masters,  B  ,^  m  2.  u. 
Maystrie,  s.  masterly  act ;  No  maystrie. 

an  easy  matter,  L.  400. 
Maze,  2  pr.  pi.  are  in  a  state  of  bewilder- 
ment, E  j,?87. 
Mechel,  adj.  much ;  Jv/-  a-i  inechel,  for  as 

much,  A.  pr.  6. 
Made  (i),  *.  mead  (drinli),  B  ^04^.     See 

Meeth, 
Made.  s.  (2),  mead,  meadow,  A  89. 
Medaleth.,  pr.  3.  mingles,  ll  874. 
Modeling,  s.  admixture,  B  i.  p  4.  J79. 
Madewe,  s.  meadow,  E,  128. 
Madiatours,  s.  pL  go-betweens,  I  967. 
Media,  r.  mingle,  HR  2102  ;  meddle,  take 

part  in,  G  11 84;  dye  (miicere),  B  2.  m  5. 

10  ;  Medly,  v.  mingle,  mix,  B  j.  m  5.  7  ; 

imp.  pi.  meddle,  G  1424. 
Mediae,  adj.  of  a  mixed  colour,  A  328. 
Meed,  s.  reward,  li.  1662 ;   M6de,  meed, 

reward,  A  770 ;  to  medes,  for  my  meed, 

for  my  reward,  T.  iL  1201. 
Meel-tyd,  n.  meal-time,  T.  iL  1556. 
Meath,  s.  meatl,  A  3261,  3378 ;    Meth,  A 

2-79. 
Megre,  adj.  thin,  E.  218,  311. 

Meiuee ;  see  Meynee, 
Make,  i  pr.  s.  humble,  B  2874. 
Make,  adc.  meeklj-,  7.  267. 
Melancolious    {accented    nielanc61ioiis\ 

adj.  melancholj-,  HF.  30. 
Malancolye,  s.  melanch(.ly,  3.  2}. 
Male,  s.  meal  (of  flour),  A  it)<)S. 
Melle,  s.  mill,  A  3923,  4242, 
Malta,   V.  melt,  T,  iv.  367;   Malt,  jjf.  *\ 

HF,  922;  Molte,j>p,  HF.  1145,  1149. 
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Memorial,  adj.  which  ser\es  to  record 
events,  7.  18. 

Memorie,  a.  memoiy,  G  339 ;  remem- 
brance, A  31 12,  B  3164. 

Man,  jj?.  0/  Man  ;  also  a  tceokeneif^'orui  of 
Man,  in  the  sense  of  '  one,'  or  '  some 
one  ' ;  used  with  a  singular  verb.  See 
Man. 

Mendinants,    pi.  mendicant    friais,    D 

Mane,  adj.  middle,  B  3.  m  9.  28;  viena 
ichjjle,  mean  while,  G  1262 ;  of  middle 
size,  T.  V.  806;  Mene.  adj.  pi.  inter- 
mediate, 7.  286. 

Mene,  s.  means,  way,  11.  36;  middle 
course,  T.  i.  689 ;  instrument,  E  1671  ; 
mediator,  i.  125  ;  go-between,  T.  iii.  254  ; 
intermediary,  I  990  ;  the  mean,  L.  165  ; 
2jI.  means,  instruments,  D  1484. 

Maneliclia,  adj.  moderate,  B  i.  p  6.  m. 

Meueu,  (jer.  to  say,  HF.  1104;  to  signify, 
B  3941 ;  I  pr.  s.  intend,  A  793 ;  Menestow, 
meanest  thou,  G  309 ;  Mente,  i  pt.  s, 
meant,  intended,  B  4614  ;  purposed,  18. 
50;  declared,  7. 160;  Ment.j)^.  intended, 
5-  158. 

Mane-whyle,  mean  time,  D  1445. 

Mening,  $.  intent,  F  151. 

Manivera,  s.  miniver,  a  fine  fur,  E.  227. 

Menstralcias,  pi.  mintrelsies,  HF.  1217, 

Mante,  pt.  t.  of  Menen. 

Mantes,  j^7.  plants  of  mint,  E.  731. 

Marcanarie,  s.  hireling,  A  514. 

Merciabla,  adj.  merciful,  B  1878,  3013. 

Mercy,  s.  1.  7;  (have)  mercy,  i.  36  :  graunt 
mercy,  much  thanks,  10.  29. 

Mara,  s.  mare,  A  54 1  ;  Mare,  A  4055. 

Meridian,  adj.  at  the  moment  of  south- 
ing, southern,  A.  pr.  93. 

Maridie,  *\  midday,  A.  ii.  44.  48. 

Meridional,  adj.  southei-n,  F  2(33. 

Meriar,  adj.  pleasanter,  sweeter,  B  2024, 
4041. 

Maritorie,  adj.  meritorious.  I  831. 

Mark,  j»  image,  F  880. 

Marken,  v.  brand,  B  i.  p  4.  139. 

Marlion,  s.  merlin,  small  hawk,  5.  339. 

Marmaydens,  sirens,  E.  680,  68j. 

Mersshy,  adj.  marshy,  D  1710. 

Marveilla,  s.  marvel,  B  2736. 

Marveillous,  adj.  marvellous,  B  1643. 

Mary,  adj.  merry,  gay,  E.  580;  pleasant, 
A  2},$,  757;  pleasant  to  hear,  B  1186; 
Meriemen,  followers,  B  2029. 

Mas ;  at  good  mes,  at  a  favouiiible  i.listance, 
so  as  to  have  a  fair  shot,  E.  1453.  O.F. 
7n(S. 

Meschaunce,  *.  misfortune.  A  2009  ;  evil 
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occuiTeiice.  T.  i.  92  :  a  uiiserable  cou- 
(lition,  B  .;-'o4  ;  imfortunate  conduct,  C 
80;  ill  luck,  B  46J3  ;  ill  luck  (to  him"'. 
B   896 ;    with   7)1.,    with,   a  mischief,   H 

'93-  '■ 
Meschief,  s.  misfortune,  A  493,  B  3513  ; 

trouble,  mishap,  A  2551  ;  tribulation,  H 

76. 
Mesel,  5.  leper,  I  624.     O.F.  meael. 
Meselrie,  s.  leprosy,  I  625. 
Message,    s.    (i),    message,    T.    iii.    401  : 

errand,  B  1087;   (2)  messenger.   B   144, 

"33- 
Messager.  a  messenger,  A  1491. 
Messagerye,   s.  a   sending  of  messages 

1  personified;,  5.  228. 
Messanger,  s.  messenger,  HF.  1568. 
Messe,  *.  mass,  B  1413. 
Messuage,  s.  dwelling-house.  A  3979. 
Meste,   "pl.  most,  i.  e.    highest   in   rank. 

greatest,  E  131  ;  at  the  m..  at  most,  T.  v. 

947- 

Master,  s.  service,  office,  occupation,  A 
1340.     O.F.  viester :  Lat.  ministenitm. 

Mesvirable,  adj.  moderate,  A  435 ;  modest, 
I  g36. 

Mesurably,  adv.  naoderately,  B  2795, 

Mesure,  s.  moderation,  3.  881  ;  measure, 
E  250  ;  iilan,  5.  305  ;  by  m.,  not  too  much, 
3,  872;  moderately,  R,  543;  over  m., 
immeasurably,  5.  300 ;  out  of  m.,  im- 
moderately, B  2607  ;  idthoiite  m..  beyond 
measure,  3.  632. 

Mesuring,  *.  measure,  E.  1349. 

Met,  s.  measure  of  capacity,  I  799. 

Metamorphose  OS,  (/en.  s.  (the  book)  of 
Metamorphosis  ;  it  should  be  pL  Meta- 
morphoseon  ;  B  93. 

Mete,  adj.  meet,  befitting,  3.  316 ;  fit,  L. 
1043  ;  V^"  meet,  A  2291. 

Mete,  s.  equal,  3.  486. 

Mete,  s.  meat,  food,  A  136,  1900 :  meat, 
L.  iioS;  repast,  T.  ii.  ij.62  ;  eating.  A 
127. 

Mete,  V.  meet,  L.  148 ;  find,  *  698 ;  to 
meet  together,  B  1873  ;  Meteth,  xtr.  s. 
meets  (men  being  singular  =  one).  A 
1524  ;  Mette,  pt.  pi.  met,  15  390  ;  Metten, 
pt.  j)l.  HF.  227 :  icel  met,  I)  1443. 

Mete,  V.  tlream,  T.  iii.  1559,  i^-  'SS/J;  '^'-  -49 ; 
Met,  pr.  s.  5.  104,  105  :  Mette,  i  pt.  s.  5. 
95  ;  Me  mette,  i  pt.  s.  reft.  I  dreamt.  R. 
26  :  pA.  8.  impeis.  3.  276  ;  Met,  pp.  B  4445. 

Mete.  I  pr.  a.  (I)  measure,  A.  ii.  41.  8, 

Metely,  adj.  well-proportioned,  R.  822. 

rieth,  s.  mead  (drink;,  A  2279. 

Meting  (i\  s.  meeting,  L.  784. 

Meting,  (2  ,  s.  dream,  3.  282. 


Meve,  V.  mo\e,  stir.  T.  i,  472 ;  to  him 
meved.  urged  agamst  him,  L.  344. 

Me'we,  s.  mew,  i.  e.  coop  wherein  fowls 
were  fattened,  A  349  ;  properly,  a  coop 
for  hawks  when  moulting,  F  643 ; 
hiding-place,  T.  iii.  602. 

Mewet,  ailj.  mute,  T.  v.  194. 

Mexcuse.  /or  Me  excuse,  excuse  myself, 
16.  36. 

Meynee.  s.  household,  B  1238  :  company, 
E.  131)5  '•  followers,  suite,  retinue,  re- 
tainers, household-servants,  R.  615.  634  ; 
household,  menials,  A  1258  ;  army,  trooji, 
B  3532 ;  assembly,  HF.  933 ;  Meinee, 
retinue,  I  437 ;  troop,  A  4381 ;  Meiny, 
crew,  L.  2201.  O.F.  meimee,  maisnec, 
household. 

Meyntenaunce.  .«.  demeanour,  3.  834. 

Michel,  adj.  much,  A.  ii.  23.  30, 

Mid,  adj.  middle,  3.  660. 

Middel.  s.  waist,  R.  1032. 

Midel,  adj.  neither  tall  nor  short,  7.  79. 

Mikel.  adj.  great,  7.  99;  much,  L.  1175. 

Mile-wey.  s.  a  space  of  5^,  which  answers 
to  twenty  minutes  of  time,  the  average 
time  for  v.alking  a  mile ;  hence  the 
term.  A.  i.  7.  11. 

Milksop,  s.  a  piece  of  bread  sopped  in 
milk  ;  hence,  a  weak,  efi'eminate  man, 
B  3100. 

Milne-stones,  jj?.  miU-stones,  T.  ii.  1384.' 

Minde.  s.  remembrance,  T.  ii.  602 ; 
memory.  B  527  ;  in  m.,  in  remembrance, 
F  109.  607. 

Ministres,  jd.  officers,  B  4233. 

Ministreth.  j^r.  s.  administers,  governs, 
B  3.  m  6.  3. 

Minne.  imp.  s.  remember,  nnention,  16.  48. 

Minstralcye,  s.  minstrelsy,  E  1718 ; 
musical  instrument,  H  113;  sound  of 
music.  F  268. 

Mintinge.  j/res.  j)^  intending,  B  i.  m  2.  3. 

Miracle.  o«.  wonder,  A  2675 ;  legend.  B 
1.S81  ;  2)1  eyes  of  m.,  miracle-plays,  D  558. 

Mirour,  s.  mirror,  R.  567,  1585. 

Mirre.  n.  myrrh,  A  2938. 

Mirthe.  s.  pleasure,  amusement,  R.  601  j 
Muthe.  Sir.  Mirth  (personified),  K.  733. 

Mirtheles,  adj.  sad,  5.  592. 

Mis,  odj.  ^^Tong,  amiss,  T.  iv.  1348 ;  bad, 
HF.  1975  ;  blameworthy,  G  999. 

Mis,  3.  vrroug.  evil,  L,  266  a. 

Mis.  adv.  amiss,  wrongly,  T.  i.  934. 

Mis,  I  pr.  g.  lack,  have  not,  6.  47. 

Misacounted,  pj>.  miscounted,  T.  v. 
11S5. 

Misauuter,  s.  misad\entui'e,  misfoxiunc, 
T.  -06. 
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Misaventure.  a.  misadventure,  mishai), 
B  oi6  ;  mischief,  R.  422. 

Misavyse,  p7\  pi.  refl.  act  unadvisedly,  D 
J3(). 

Misbileve,  s.  suspicion,  G  1213. 

Misbileved,  infidels,  i.  146. 

Misboden.  pp.  offered  (to  do  you)  evil, 
insulted,  A  9(>9. 

Misbom,  pp.  misbehaved,  B  3067  (lit. 
'  borne  amiss'). 

Miscarie,  v.  go  amiss,  A  513. 

MischauBce,  s.  ill  luck,  E.  1548  ;  mis- 
chance, E.  251  ;  misfortune,  L.  1826  ;  ?<> 
riiischatmce,  i.e.  to  the  devil,  T.  ii.  222, 
V.  ?59  ;  hotc  III.,  how  the  mischief,  T.  iv. 
130.;. 

Mischeef.  .«.  misfortune,  L.  1278  ;  danger, 
4.  58  ;  harm,  E.  253. 

Misconceyveth,  j>*-.  s.  misunderstands, 
E  241U. 

Miscounting,  s.  fraudulent  reckoning,  E. 

Misdemeth.  jjr.  s.  misjudges,  E  2410. 
Misdeparteth,  pr.   s.   parts  or    divides 

amiss,  B  107. 
Misdooth,  pr.  s.  ill-treats.  B  31 12. 
Misdrawinges,  s.  pi.  way  of  drawing 

aside,  B  3.  p  12.  107. 
Misericorde.  s.  (there  is)  mercy,  pity,  T. 

iii.  1 177  ;  pity,  B  2608. 
Miserie,  s.  misery-,  B  3167. 
Misese,   s.  trouble,   I    806 ;    discomfort, 

I  1 77 ;  pi.  injvuies.  B  i.  p  4.  73. 
Misesed.  ])p.  vexed,  I  806. 
MisSlle.  pt.  s.  si'.hj.  it  went  amiss  (with), 

A  238JS. 
Misforyaf,  pt.  s.  misgave,  T.  iv,  1426. 
Misgoon.  pp.  gone  astray,  I  80, 
Misgovernaunce.  «.  misconduct,  B  3202. 
Misgyed.  pp.  misconducted,  B  3723. 
Mishap.  .«,  ill  luck,  B  3435. 
Mishappe,  v.  meet  with  misfortune,   B 

2880  :  i>/-.  s.  subj.  (it;  may  happen  ill  for, 

A  1046. 
Mishappy,  adj.  unhappy,  B  2758. 
Misknowinge.  s.  ignorance.  B  3.  m  i:.  27. 
Mislay,  pt.  s.  lay  in  an  uncomfortable 

position,  A  3647. 
Misledden,  pt.pl-  misconducted,  T,  iv.  48. 
Misledinges.  j^/.  misguiding  ways,  B  3. 

p  8.  2. 
Mislyketh.  pr.  ».  displeases,  L.  1293, 
Mislyved,  2>2>.  of  ill  life,  treacherous,  T. 

iv.  330, 
Mismetre,  2'''-  *•  *"*'/  scan  amiss,  T.  y. 

1 7*  |6. 
Mis-sat.  J>^  .".  was  not  where  it  should 

l>e.  3.  94 1  ;  misbecame.  E.  1194, 
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Misse.  r.  fail,  1)  1416  ;  draw  to  an  end,  5. 

40  ;  2't-  9.  was  wanting  ( to»,  T.  iii.  445 ; 

2>2>.  missing,  T,  iiL  537. 
Mis-set.  jjp.  misplaced,  3.  12 10, 
Misseye.  i  pr.  s.  speak  amiss,  7.  317 ;  pr.  s. 

slanilers,  I  37() ;  vtisamjd  or  do,  said  or 

done  wrong,  3.  328. 
Misspeke,  i  iir.  s.  subj.  speak  wrongly,  A 

3130. 
Mistaketh.  2  2>i'-  pl-  transgress,  trespass, 

R.  1540. 
Mister,  s.  trade,  handicraft,  occupation, 

A  613  ;  need,  E.  1426 ;  Mester,  oc-<;upa- 

tion,  A  1340  ;  irhat  in.  men.  men  of  what 

occupation,  what  sort  of  men,  A  1710. 

See  Mester. 
Misterye.  s.  ministry,  profession,  I  '895. 

From  Lat.  ministeriinu. 
Mistihede,  s.  mysterj-,  4.  224. 
Mis-torneth,  pr.  pi.  ttim   aside,   B    3. 

p  3.  9. 
Mistyde,  v.  be  unlucky,  B  2886. 
Miswanderinge,     adj.     straying     (Lat, 

deuitt.i  ,  B  3.  p  2.  27. 
Miswent.  2^P-  gone  amiss,  T.  i.  633. 
Mis-weyes.  s.  2>l-  by-paths.  B  3.  lu  11.  3. 
Mite3m.  g.  mitten,  glove,  C  372. 
Mixen,  s.  dunghill,  I  911. 
Mo  imooi,  adj.  more,  A.  pr.  27:  more  (in 

number),   A  ^■j6,  849;   besides,  L.  917; 

others,  E  21 13  ;  another,  E  1039  :  (others) 

Ijesides,  E  2263;   many. others  besides, 

D  663  ;  tymes  mo.,  at  other  times,  E  449  ; 

othere  mo,  others  besides,  G  looi  ;  na  vio, 

no  more,  none  else,  B  695, 
Mo,  adv.  more,  any  longer,  D  864  ;  never 

the  mo,  never  mo,  never.  D  691.  1099. 
Mochel.  adj.  great,  L.  1966  ;  much,  G  6;i. 
Mochel.  adv.  much,  B  395(1, 
Mochel.  *.  size,  3,  454,  861, 
Moder,   s.   mother,   B   276 :  the   thickest 
'       plate  forming  the  principal  part-  of  the 

astrolabe  (Lat.  inat^r  or  rotiilni.  A,  i,  3. 
I        I  ;    Modres,  gen,   B    178?  ;    Modres.  pi, 

I       Cc)3- 
Moeble,  adj.  moveable,  A.  i.  21.  80. 
Moeble.    s.    moveable    goods,    personal 
I       property,  T.  iv.  1380,  1460 :  pi.  G  540, 
Moedes,  ». pi.  moods,  strains  lof  music ■, 

B  J.  p  I.  50. 
Moevable,  adj.  fickle,  B  4.  m  5.  32 :  as  s. 
The  firste  m.,  the  'i>rimum  mobile,'  A.  i, 
17.  50. 
Moevabletee,  s.  mobility.  B  4.  p  6.  126. 
Moeve,  ger.  to  stir  up,  B  2218;  v.  move, 

I  133- 
Moevere.  s.  mover,  A  2987. 
1  Moevinge.  s.  moving,  motion,  A.  pr.  99 ; 
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Firste  ruoeving,  tlie     prinium  mobile,' 
A.  i.  17.  45. 

Moiste.  pi.  supple,  A  45;. 

Moiste,  adj.  as  *.  moisture,  K.  1504. 

Mokereres,  s.  pi.  misei-s.  B  j.  p  5.  18, 

Mokre,  i\  hoard  up,  T.  iii  13:75. 

Molestie,  «.  trouble,  B  3.  p  9.  105. 

Mollificacioun.  ■*.  softening,  G  854. 

Molte.  pp. :  st-e  Melte. 

Monche,  v.  munch,  T.  L  914. 

Mone.  s.  mo<in.  A  20-j:  i.e.  position  or 
•  quarter '  of  4h9  moon,  A  403  ;  Mone, 
gen.  B  jo-''  :  ilones,  gen.  F  1 154. 

Mone.  s.  moan,  complaint,  A  1366,  F  92a 

Mone.  V.  reji.  to  lament,  T.  L  98. 

Monstre.  .*.  prodigy,  F  1344  :  lil.  B  3302. 

Montaigne,  s.  mountain.  B  24. 

Mood.  a.  anger,  A  1760 :  thought.  C  126. 

Moon.  «.  moan,  lamentation,  comijlaint, 
L.  1 1 69,  1799. 

Moorne.  i  pr.  s.  motim.  A  3704, 

Moorninge.  s.  moumiug.  plaint,  A  3706. 

Moot,  «.  pi.  notes  on  a  horn,  3.  376. 

Moot.  I  pr.  3.  must,  shall,  B  1853  ;  pr.  s. 
must,  ought  to,  A  23.1 :  is  to  Cgo),  B  294  ; 
Mot.  1  pji:  s.  may,  4.  267  ;  must,  have 
to,  B  227 ;  Most.  2  2'>:  s.  B  104 ;  Mot, 
pr.  s.  mtist,  has  to,  L.  388,  1945 ;  Mote, 
2  pr.  pi.  may,  T.  ii.  402  ;  Moten,  must, 
L.  343  :  Mote  of  Moot  ,  pr. .«.  8ubJ.  may, 
HF.  102  :  L.  843  ;  is  sure  to,  L.  1632  ; 
Moot  ior  Mote- 1  goon,  may  I  still  go, 
may  I  still  retain  the  i>ower  to  walk, 
F  777 ;  So  moot  (or  mote;  I  thee,  as 
I  may  thrive,  as  I  hope  to  thrive,  C 
309 ;  As  ever  mote  I,  A  832  ;  Foule 
moot  thee  falle.  ill  may  it  befall  thee, 
H  40  ;  Moot  iur  Mote)  thou,  mayst  thou, 
B  1626 ;  Moste,  I  pt.  s.  must  (go,i,  B  282  ; 
Moste,  pt.  3.  must,  4.  250 ;  had  to,  B 
886  ;  ought  to  (be),  F  38  ;  was  made  to, 
B  3700 ;  Mosten,  pt.  pi.  should.  L.  99 ; 
Moste,  pt.  s.  suhj.  might,  L.  1573  ;  tis 
ifioste,  we  must  resolve  to,  G  946. 

Moral,  adj.  excellent  in  character,  T,  iv. 
.672. 

Moralitee,  s.  moral  tale,  I   38 ;    moral 

writing,  I  1088. 
Mordre,  *.  murder,  E.  1136;  m.  icolout, 

B  424-^ 
Mordre,.^e>".  to  murder,  kill,  L.  1556. 
Mordrer,  a.  murderer,  5.  353,  612. 
Mordring,  a.  murdering,  A  2001. 
More,  adj.  greater,  B  2396,  E  1231  ;  larger, 

HF.   jcx) ;    More  and  lesse,   all  alike, 

every  one,  B  959  ;  More  and  more,  HF. 

532 ;    tdth-outen  more,  without  farther 

trouble.  T.  iv,  133. 


More,  adv.  more,  A  219 ;  in  a  greater 
degree,  B  3745. 

More,  s.  root,  T.  v.  25.     A.S.  moru. 

Mormal,  s.  sore,  gangrene,  A  386. 

Morne,  s.  morning ;  morne  milk,  morning- 
milk,  A  358,  3236. 

Morsel,  s.  morsel,  bit,  A  128 ;  ra.  breed, 
morsel  of  bread,  B  3624. 

Morter,  s.  mortar.  9.  15 ;  a  metal  bowl  for 
holding  wax,  with  a  wick  for  burning, 
T.  iv.  1245. 

Mortifye,  r.  kill ;  used  of  producing 
change  by  chemical  action,  G  1431 ; 
l)p.  deadeneil,  I  2},},. 

Mortreux,  pA.  thickened  soups  or  pot- 
tages, A  384.  (Also  spelt  mortreices ; 
thus  X  is  for  s.) 

Morwen,  *.  morning,  morrow,  T.  ii.  1555  ; 
Morwe,  L.  49,  i<j8  ;  fore  part  of  a  day, 
T.  iv.  1308 ;  by  the  morvx,  early  in  the 
morning,  A  334. 

Morweninge,  a.  morning,  A  1062  ;  dawn- 
ing, 4-  -!6. 

Morwe-song,  s.  moming-song,'A  830. 

Morwe-tyde,  a.  momiug-hour,  E  222^, ; 
in  the  m.,  in  the  morning,  B  4206. 

Mosel,  s.  ninzzle.  A  2151. 

Most,  2  pt.  s.  oughtest  (to),  8.  3;  Moste, 
pt.  s.  mvLst,  ought  (to),  A  3088;  must 
(go),  HF.  187  ;  had  to  go,  T.  v.  5  ;  wa3 
obliged  to,  T.  iii.  540 ;  must,  might.  E 
2102  ;  pt.  8.  subj.  might,  L.  1594 ;  Mosten, 
pt.  pi.  must,  might,  T.  ii.  1507 ;  could, 
HF.  2094. 

Moste,  adj.  sup.  greatest,  F  199;  chief, 
D  1041 ;  chiefest,  F  361. 

Mote  (i),  s.  atom,  T.  iii.  1603;  Motes,  pi. 
specks  of  dust,  D  868, 

Mote  (21,  a.  motion  (Lat.  motus},  A.  ii.  44, 
22.  The  '  naene  mote '  or  mean  motion 
is  the  average  motion  of  a  planet  dur- 
ing a  given  period. 

Motre,  ger.  to  mutter,  T.  iL  541. 

Mottelee,  s.  motley  array,  A  271, 

Motthes,  s.  pi.  moths,  B  2187. 

Motyf,  s.  motive;  hence  idea,  notion,  B 
628,  E  1491. 

Moulen,    v.  grow  mouldy,  B  ^2  ;  2>x>.  A 

3870- 
Mountance,  s.  amount,  value,  quantity, 

A  1570;  amovuit  f of  time  ,  L.  307;  length, 

T.  ii.  1707;  value,  H  255. 
Mourdaunt,  s.  chape,  or  metal  tag,  at 

the  end  of  a  girdle,  K.  1094.     (Not  '  the 

tongue  of  a  buckle.') 
Moustre,  a.  pattern,  3.  912. 
Moveresse,  a.  a  fomentress  of  quarrels, 

E.  149. 


(Bfoeeamf  ^nhzv. 


n 


Mowe.  s.  grrimare.  T.  iv.  7 :  pi.  HF.  i8ort. 

Mowen,  t-.  lie  aV>le ;  moicen  sheutn,  be- 
come evident,  B  5.  p  4.  163  ;  Mowen,  ger. 
to  have  power,  T.  iL  1594  ;  May.  i  pr.  8. 
may.  B  89;  can,  B  231;  Maystow, 
mayest  thou,  A  1918 ;  Mowe.  i  pr.  pi. 
can.  B  2939:  may.  HF.  1735:  Mowen, 
2  pr.  pi.  can.  19.  25 :  Mowe,  2  pr.  pi. 
may,  L.  92  :  can.  3.  552  :  Mowen,  pr.  pi. 
are  able  to.  D  1722  :  Mowe.  pr.  pi.  may, 
can.  A  2909  ;  Mowe.  2  pr.  s.  subj.  mayest-. 
G  460 ;  Migbte.  }^t.  s.  might,  A  169,  &c.  : 
I  i>^  s.  suhj.  conld.  E  638. 

Mowinge.  s.  ability.  B  4.  p  4.  32. 

Mowled.  jip.  decayed.  A  3870. 

Moysoun,  ».  crop.  gro\rth.  E.  1677.  O.F. 
-,,i('i$(in  :  Lat.  ace.  inemionem. 

Moyste.  adj.  fresh,  new.  B  1954.  C  315. 

Moysty,  adj.  new  applied  to  alei,  H  60. 

Muable,  adj.  changeable.  T.  iii.  822. 

MucheL,  adj.  miich,  great.  A  2352 :  51 
great  deal  of,  F  349 :  in  so  m.,  in  so 
much.  B  2644  ;  many.  G  673. 

Muchel,  odi:  greatly,  A  258:   much,  F 

U->M. 

ifulier  est    hominis    confitsio.   woman    is 

man's  confusion.  B  43.=4. 
Mullok.  s.  a  heap  of  refuse,  A  3873  ;  con- 
fused Ilea  11  of  materials.  G  038.  040. 
Multiplicacioun.    8.    multiplying,    i.  e. 

the  art  of  alchemy.  G  849. 
Multiplye.  ■;•.  to  make  gold  and  silver  by 

the  arts  of  alchemy.  G  660. 
Murmuracion.  s.  murmuring.  I  400. 
Murmuringe.  s.  murmur.  A  2432. 
Murthe. .«.  minh.  joy.  E  1123. 
Murye.  adj.  men-y,  A  1386. 
Muscle.  8.  mussel.  D  2100. 
Muse.  s.  muse,  poetic  faculty.  16.  38. 
Muse.  ijer.  to  consider.  T.  iii.  563 :  pr.  s. 

gazes  into.  R.  1502  :  3>j).  gazed.  B.  1045. 
Miisice.  Music,  B  2.  p  i.  49. 
Musyke.  music,  5.  62  :  Mnsik,  B  4483. 
Muwe.  s.  mew.  pen  (for  hawks >.   cage. 

T.  i.  381  :    in  mmce.  cooped   up.  T.  iv. 

40(>. 
Muwe.  V.  change.  T.  ii.  1258. 
Myle.  s.   mile.  HF.   1038 :    fyi"^  m.,  five 

miles,  G  555. 
Mynde.  ,«.  dat.  mind,  recollection.  3.  15 : 

ore.  reason,  2.  34;    3.  511;    have  vtinde 

iipcin,  remember.  10.  26. 
Myne,  r.  undermine,  T.  iii.  767. 
Myuour.  s.  one  who  mines,  A  2465. 
Myrie,  adj.  merrv.  A  1499. 
Myrie.  adv.  merrily,  A  3575. 
Myrier,  adv.  com}i.  merrier.  R.  876. 
Mys.  pi.  mice,  B  2.  p  6.  37. 


Myte  'I;,  a.  niite,  thing  of  nc>  value,  A 

155H. 
Myte  (2),  mite,  insect :  pi.  D  f,6o. 

N. 

N',  for  ne.  not :    as  in  nachevelh  for  nt 

achev-efJt.  and  the  like. 
Na.  no  (Xorthem^  A  4175. 
Na  mo.  i.  e.  no  more,  none  else,  B  695. 
Nacheveth.  ,for  ne   acheveth,   achieves 

not.  T.  v.  784. 
Nadde.  i>t.  s.   fir  ne  hadde',  had  not,  R. 

457-  o 

Naddre.  «.  adder.  E  1786. 
Nadir.  ».  the  jwint  of  the  ecliptic  exactly 

opposite  to  that  in  which  the  sun    is 

situate.  A.  ii.  6.  i  :  see  1.  12. 
Nadstow.  2  pt.  .«.  haddest  thon  not,  didst 

thou  not.  A  4088. 
Naille.  imp.  s.  3  j>.  let  it  nail,  let  it  fasten, 

E  1 184. 
Naiteth.  pr.  .«.  refuses.  B  i.  m  i.  2-:. 
Nake.  2  j>/'.  jj/.  make  naked.  B  4.  m  7.  70; 

Xaked.  pj).  ax  adj.  naked.  A  1056.  I  105; 

bare,  HF.  133  :  destitute,  void,  weak,  G 

486  :  simple,  phiin.  A.  pr.  30. 
Nakers.  j»?.  kettle-dmms.  A  2511.     From 

the  Arabic. 
Ifale  :    afie  nale.  at  the  ale.  at  the  ale- 

hotise,  D  1349. 
Ifam.    {for  ne  am.,   i  pr.  s.  am  not.  A 

1122,  B  2710;    11am  bi(t  deed,   am  only 

a  dead  man,  3.  204. 
TTaia,  j)t.  s.  took,  G  1297. 
Name.  *.  good  name,  reputation,  L.  1812; 

title.  B  3.  p  6.  f6. 
Namely,  adv.  especially.  A  1268.  2709. 
Namo  ! /l/>' na  mo),  no  more  in  number, 

A  loi.  544 :    none  other,   no   one  else, 

D  057. 
Namore.  adv.  no  more.  A  98. 
Napoplexye.    for    Ne    apoplexye,    nor 

apoplt'xy.  B  4031. 
Nappeth.  pr.  s.   naps.    sluml>ers.   nods, 

H  u. 
Narette :  see  Afetts. 
Nart.  i.for  ne  art  .  art  not.  G  499. 
Narwe.  adj.  small.   B  4012 :    pi.  A  62^ ; 

close,  closely  dr.iwn.  1)  1803. 
Narwe,  adv.  narrowly,  closely.  A  3224 ; 

tightly.  L.  600  :  carefully.  E  ii^. 
Nas,  {.for  ne  w.ts\  was  not.  A  251,  288; 

/  nas  Imt.  I  was  simply.  2.  21. 
Nassayeth,  for  ne    assayeth.   attempts 

not,  T.  V,  784, 
Nat,   adv.   not,   A   74 :    Xat    but,    only, 

merely.  L.  1890:  quite.  L.  2091. 
Nat,  ^f  r  ne  at',  nor  at,  B  290. 
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Nat  forthy,  ode.  notwitlistanding.  B  2165. 
Natal,  '!(//.  wlio  prosidos  <>vcr  nativitios, 

T.  iii.  150. 
Nath  (for  ne  liath\  j)/'.  •■!.  Latli  not,  A 

Nathelees,  nevertheless,  A  35. 

Nature,  s.  natni-e,  A  11;  kind,  race,  5. 
015  ;  seed,  I  57;. 

Naturel,  odj.  nataral,  A  416.  A  '  ilay 
uatm-al '  is  a  period  of  24  lioiu's. 

Naught,  adv.  not,  B  1701  ;  not  so,  G  ifiq. 

Nave,  s.  nave  (of  a  ■wheel),  D  2266. 

Naxe,  ( (for  ne  axe),  ask  not,  T.  v.  594. 

Nay,  odv.  nay,  no,  G-  1330 ;  {opposed  to 
yea),  E  355  ;  (answers  a  direct  question), 
B  740 ;  surely  not !  3.  1 309  ;  as  s.  nay, 
untruth,  3.  147;  It  is  no  naj',  there  is 
110  denying  it,  B  1956. 

Nayte,  v.  withhold,  deny,  I  1013. 

Ne,  adv.  and  conj.  not,  A  70 ;  nor,  A 
179,  526  ;  ne  ,  ,  .  ne,  neither-.  .  .  nor,  A 
603  ;  (when  used  with  a  verb,  a  second 
negative  is  often  added). 

Nece,  s.  niece,  B  1290. 

Necesseden,  pt.  pi.  compelled,  B  3. 
ni  q.  8. 

Neddre,  s.  adder :  pi.  L.  699. 

Nede,  s.  need,  exti-eniity,  B  102,  65<S, 
2360 ;  extremity,  difificult  matter,  B 
2917 ;  pei-il,  B  3576 :  at  nede,  at  need, 
I.  112;  for  ncda,  if  needful,  E.  1123; 
s.  as  adj.  needful,  A  304  ;  p>l.  matters  of 
business,  B  174,  1266;  necessities,  T.  ii. 
954;  needs,  (j  178;  for  nedes,' i'or  .very 
need,  3.  1201. 

Nede,  adv.  necessarily,  of  necessity,  H. 

144',  i47,S. 
Nede,  v.  be  necessary,   B  87 1  :    Xedeth, 

2)r.  s.  (it)  is  necessarj',  (it;  needs,  A  462  ; 

7Ghat  n.,  what   is  the  need  of,   A  849  ; 

Neded6,  pt.  .«.  impers.  (there)  needed,  A 

4020,  4161  ;   us  neded,  we  should  need, 

T.  iv.  1344. 
Nedely,   adv.   of  necessity,   necessarily, 

B  44,^5- 
Nedes,  adr.  needs,  necessarilj',  of  neces- 

sitj',  L.  1298. 
Nedes-cost,   adv.  of  necessity,   A    1477, 

L.  2697. 
Needly,   adv.   necessarily,   B  3.  p  9.  87. 

See  Nedely. 
Neen,  no  (Northern),  A  4185,  4187. 
Neer,  adv.  com}),  nearer,  A  83(),  9O8 ;   nerr 

and  neer,  A  431)4  ;  as  po,s.  adv.  near,  A 

1439  ;  fer  or  neer,  far  or  near,  T.  i.  451. 
Neet,  pi.  neat,  cattle,  A  597. 
Negardye,  *.  niggardliness,  10.  53. 
Neghen,  v.  draw  nigh,  L.  318. 


Neigh,  (idj.  near,  nigh,  B  2558. 
Neigh,  adv.  nearly,  T.  i.  60. 
Neighebour,  s.  neighbour,  A  535. 
Neighen,  r.  draw  near,  T.  ii.  1555. 
Neither  nother,   (in)   neither   tlie   one 

nor  tlio  other,  B  5.  m  3.  53. 
Nekke-boon,  s.  neck-bone,  B  1S39  ;  neck, 

T>  906  ;  nape  of  the  neck,  B  669. 
Nel,  I  pr.  .1.  will  not,  T.  ii.  726. 
Nempnen,  v.  name,  B  507. 
Nenvye,   for  ne  euvye,  imp.  s.  envy  not, 

T.  V.  1789. 
Ner,  adv.  comp.  nearer,  3.  888 ;  T.  i.  44S  ; 

Xere,  3.  38  ;   ner  and  ner,  B  1710 ;    Ner 

the  les,  nevertheless,  4.  130. 
Nercotikes,  j>l.  narcotics,  A  1472. 
Nere  (for  ne  were),  2  p>t.  s.  wast  not,  4. 

112;   2>t.  pi.   were  not,  A  875,  D   1944; 

I  J)^  «.  subj.  .should  not  (I)  be,  T.  ii.  409  ; 

Nere,  j^t-  *•  subj.  would  not  be,  shoiild 

not  be,  A  1 129  ;  were  not,  B  3984  ;  were 

it  not,  B  132  ;    were  it  not  (fori,  1.  24, 

180. 
Nere,  adv.  nearer,  B.  1454. 
Nerf,  s.  nerve,  i.  e.  sinew,  T.  ii.  642. 
Nescapest  (for  Ne   escapest),   escapest 

not,  L.  2643. 
Nest,  s.  D  1691  ;  vukked  nest,  i.  e.  man  ni, 

or    Mauny    (referring     to    Sir    Oliver 

Mauny),  B  3573  ;  2'1-  HF.  1516. 
Net-herdes,  gen.  neat-herd's,  B  274(5. 
Nether,  adj.  lower,  A  3852. 
Netherest,  adj.  superl.  lowest,  i.e.  outer- 
most, A.  i.  18.  7. 
Nevene,  v.  name,  G-  821  ;  herd  hir  name, 

n.,    heard   (him)   name   her   name,    T. 

i.  876 ;   2^>'-  P^-   subj.    may   mention,    <t 

■47.^ 
Never,  adv.  never,  A  70 ;    n.   dide  hut, 

never  did  aught  tliat  was  not,  4.  297; 

».  the  neer,  none  the  nearer,  G  721. 
Neveradel,  adv.  not  a  bit,  C  670. 
Never-mo,    adv.    never    oftenor,   never 

(with  two  exceptions;,  A.  ii.  31.  5;  never, 

.^-  1125. 
Nevew,  s.  nephew,  L.   1442;    grandson, 

L.  2659. 
Ne'we,   ndv.    newly,    freshly,   afresh. "  A 

365,  428;  of  neive,  new,  fresl),  T.  ii.  20; 

Newe  and  newe,  again  and  again,   T. 

iii.  116;  continuallj',  C  929. 
Ne'wed,  pt.  s.  liad  something  fresh  in  it, 

3.  906 ;  ])p.  renewed,  B  3036. 
Newefangel,  adj.  fond  of  noveltj-,  F  61 8, 

H  i<)3. 
New-fangelnesse,«.fondness  for  novelty, 

L.  154  ;  F  610. 
Ne'we-thought,  s.  Inconstancy,  E.  982. 
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JMexte,  adj.  sup.  nearest,  A  i4m;  easiest, 
T.  i.  (K>7. 

Ney,  iidj.  nigh,  A.  ii.  ji.  -S. 

Nigard,  ailj.  nigganily,  K.  117J. 

Nigard,  s.  uiiser,  niggard,  B  4105. 

Nigardye,  s.  miserliness,  B  1302. 

Nighte,  ger.  to  grow  dark,  become  night, 
T.  V.  515. 

Nighter-tale,  s. ;  by  n.,  in  the  niglit-time, 
A  ijy.  This  expression  seems  to  have 
resulted  from  ji  conf'nsion  of  Icel.  iT 
ndttar-J>eli,  in  the  dead  of  niglit,  with 
Icel.  nuttar-tal,  a  tale  ■)r  iminber  of 
niglits. 

Night-spel,  H.  night-spell,  night-incan- 
tiition,  A  34K0. 

Iffigromanciens,    s.    j)/.    necromancers, 

Nil,  I  pr.  .«.  ■will  not,  3.  qj,  1125;  will  (I) 
not,  sliall  (I;  not,  T.  v.  40,  43,  44  ;  desire 
not,  dislike,  E  646 ;  Xille,  i  pr.  s.  will 
not,  Gr  1463  ;  Nil,  pr.  s.  will  not,  B  972 ; 
■will  not  ijiave),  3.  5S0 ;  will  (she  1  not, 
3.  1 140  ;  Nilt,  2  pr.  s.  wilt  not,  T.  ii.  1024  ; 
Xiltow,  thou  wilt  not,  T.  i.  792. 

Nillinge,  s.  refusing,  B  5.  p  2.  23. 

Niu,  for  Ne  in,  nor  in,  K  151 1.  ¥  35. 

Uls,  for  ne  is,  is  not,  2.  77  ;  Tlier  nis  no 
more  hut,  all  that  remains  is  that,  L. 
847. 

Niste,  I  pt.  s.  knew  not,  F  502  :  2)t.  s. 
knew  not,  A  3414,  4225. 

Noble,  «.  a  gold  coin,  A  3256 ;  j'^-  HF. 
13 15.     (Worth  6s.  Hcl.) 

Nobledest,  2>t-  «•  -  P-  ennohledest,  didst 
ennoble,  G  40.  A  translation  of  Dante's 
wibilitasti. 

Noblesse,  s.  nobleness,  E.  ;&>;  noble 
cheer,  T.  v.  439  ;  nobility,  D  1117  ;  (title 
of  respect),  B  2956 ;  magnificence,  B 
3438  ;  high  honour,  B  321)8 ;  nobility, 
rank,  K.    1034 ;    worthy   beh.aviour,    B 

Nobley,  «.  nobility,  dignitj',  splendour, 

HF.    1410;    noble    rank,    T.   iv.     1670; 

assembly  of  nobles,  G  449  :  state,  F  77. 
"Not  {fur  Ne  of),  nor  of,  D  571,  660. 
Noglit,  adc.  not,  A  107;    by  no  means, 

in  no  respect,  A  1226;    Noglit  but  for, 

only  because,  D  645.  • 
Noght,  s.    nothing,    C    542 :    N.    worth, 

worth  nothing,  H  200. 
Noiseu,  2  i)r.  pi.  cry  aloud,  B  3.  ni  6.  10. 
Nokked,  pp.  notched,  E.  942. 
Nolde,  I  pt.  s.  would  not,  did  not  want, 

5.  (/i;    (I)  should   not   desire,    G    1334; 

Noklest,  2  i^t.  s.   wouldst  not,  3.    482  ; 

Noldestow,  if  thou  wouldst  not,  T.  iii. 


12(4:    Nolde,  2>^-   *•    ■would  not,    1.  31; 

would  not  (have),  A  1024. 
Nombre,    s.    number,    A   716 ;     amount, 

sum,  A.  ii.  24.  5. 
Nombred,  j'p-  counted  in,  T.  iii.  1269. 
Nomeu,  pp.  taken,  T.  v.  514  ;  put,  E.  408  ; 

Nome,  pp.   L.    822,    1018,    1777.     Pp.    of 

tiimfin. 
Nones,  for  the,  for  the  nonce,  for  the 

occasion,  for  this  occasion,  A  379,  523, 

545,  870 ;  on  the  spur  of  the  moment, 

T.  i.  501  ;  for  the  time,  T.  ii.  1381  ;  With 

the  nones,  on  the  conilition,  HF.  2099, 

L.   1540.     Originally  for  then  anfis,   for 

the  once  ;  where  thun  is  the  dat.  of  the 

def.  article  (A.  S.  ddm). 
Nonne,  s.  nun,  A  1 18 ;    Nonnes  Freest, 

Xun"s  Priest,  B  4637. 
Nonnerye,  .t.  nunnery,  A  3946. 
Noon,  none,  no,  A  318,  449 ;   or  noon,  or 

not,  or  no,  D  2069. 
Noot,  I  pir.  s.  know  not,  L.  2660 ;  Not,  L. 

193  ;  Nost,  knowest  not,  3.  1137;  Nostow, 

thou  knowest  not,  HF.  loio  ;  Noot,  pr.  s. 

knows  not,   C  284;    Not,   4.  214.     A.  S. 

ndt. 
Norice,  «.  ntirse,  B  4305. 
Noriee,  v.  nourish,  foment,  B  2204  ;  j)j). 

broiight  up,  E  399. 
Norissing,  s.  nutriment,  A  437  ;  growth, 

A   3017;    Norishinge,   bringing   up,    K 

1040 :    x>l-    refections,    B    4.   p   6.    38 ; 

sustenance,  B  i.  p  6.  93  (Lat.  fomitemj. 
Noriture,  *.  nourishment,  T.  iv.  768. 
Nortelrye.  .«.  education,  A  3967, 
Northren,  northern,  A  1987. 
NoTture,  s.  instruction,  good  manners, 

E.  179. 
Nory,   .«.   pupil    (lit.  foster-child),   B   3. 

p  II.  233  ;  Norrj-,  B  i.  p  3.  14. 
Nose-thirles,  itl.  nostrils,  A  557,  I  209. 
Noskinnes,  yiir  Noncskinnes,  of  no  kind, 

HF.    1704.     From   nones,    gen.  of  noon, 

none  ;  and  kinnes,  gen.  of  kin. 
Nost,  Nostow,  Not ;  see  Noot. 
Not  but,  only,  4.  121  ;  T.  iii.  1636. 
Xota,  i.  e.  observe,  A.  ii.  26.  33. 
Notabilitee,  s.  notable  fact,  B  4399. 
Notable,  adj.  notorious,  remarkable,  B 

1875. 
Notaries,  s.pl.  scribes,  I  797. 
Note.  ».  (i;  note  (in  nmsio,  A  235,  B  1737; 

musical  note,  peal,  HF.  172c;   tune,  5. 

''"7  ;  ^!J  "-^  according  to  musical  notes, 

by  note,  E.  66y ;  in  concord,  all  at  once, 

T.  iv.  585. 
Note,  s.  (2),  employment,  business,  task, 

job,  A  4068.     A  S.  until. 
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Noteful,  ottj.  nsefnl,  A.  pr.  120. 
Notenuige,  «.  imtmeg,  B  io5,ji. 
Notes,  s.  'pi.  nuts,  R,  1360. 
Not-heed,  s.  crop-head,  a  liead  with  hair 

cropped  sliort,  A  109. 
Ifother,  neither,  7.  253  ;  neither  (of  them), 

L.  192. 
Nothing,  adv.  in  no  respect,  in  no  degree, 

not  at  all,  A  2505  ;  for  «.,  hy  no  means, 

Notiflcacions,  i)l.  hints,  B  5.  m  3.  23. 

Notifie,  iir.  2>i.  indicate,  I  430 ;  pp.  pro- 
claimed. B  256. 

Nouchis,  s.  pil.  jewelled  ornaments,  jewels 
(properly,  setting  for  jewels),  clasps, 
HF,  1350  ;  Nowches,  E  382.     E.  ouch. 

ISfOViglit,  o,(lv.  not,  T.  ii.  575,  6-J7, ;  not  at 
all,  3.  <( ;  B  2262. 

Noumbre,  s.  number,  3.  440. 

Notimbre,  v.  mimber,  3. 439  ;  pp.  coiinted 
ii»,  T.  iii.  1269. 

ISToun-certeyn,  $.  uncertainty,  18.  46  ;  T. 

!•  337- 
Nouu-power.  s.  impotence,  B  3.  p  5.  22. 
Nouthe,  now,  T.    i.  985 ;    as  noiitlie,  at 

present,  A  462. 
Novelrye,  s.  novelty,  T.  ii.  756. 
Now,  a(h:  now,  A  715  ;   /or  7ioh;  for  the 

present,  7.  343  ;  noiv  and  now,  from  time 

to  time,  occasionally,  P.  430. 
Nowches ;  sec  Nouchis. 
Noyous,  odj.  troublesome,  HF.  574.    Shoi-t 

for  anoijous. 
Ny,  adj.  near,  B  2562  ;   Nye,  dcf.  the  one 

who  is  near,  A  3392. 
Ny,  adc.  nigh,  nearly,  B  2735 ;   m  nij  as, 

as  close  to,  A  588 ;    wel  ny,  almost,  A 

'33'>- 
Ny,  prep,  nigh,  B  550. 
Nyce,  adj.  foolish,  B  3712,  4505  ;  ignorant, 

R.   1257  ;   foolish,  weak,  B  1083,  G  493  ; 

ludicrous,  A  3855  ;  sciiipulous,  A  398. 
Nycely,  ndr.  foolishly,  T.  v.  1152. 
Nycetee.  s.  foUy,  G  463  ;   simplicity,  A 

4046 ;    Idolish    behaviour,    pleasure,    D 

412  ;  scrupulousness,  T.  ii.  1288. 
Nye  ;  sec  Ny. 
Nyfles,  pi.  miickeries,  pretences,  D  1760. 

Lit.  '  .sniffings  ' ;  O.F.  nifler,  to  sniff. 

O. 

O  (06),  one,  A  304,  363  ;  a  single,  B  5.  p  6. 
138;  one  and  the  same,  T.  ii.  37;  one 
continxious  and  uniform,  HF.  iioo.  See 
Oon. 

Obeisant,  odj.  obedient,  E  66,  I  264. 

Obeisaunce,    s.    obedience,    E   24,   502 ; 


obedient  act,  E  230 ;  obedient  farewell, 
L.  2479  \  ^'>  yovr  0.,  in  obedience  to  you, 
2.  84  ;  unto  Iirr  0.,  in  obedience  to  her, 
Ij-  587  ;  Obeisaunces,  ^jZ.  acts  of  dutiful 
attention,  L.  149;  observances,  L.  1268, 

Obeising,  adj.  yielding,  L.  1266. 

Objecte,  adj.  presented,  B  5.  p  5.  5. 

Obligacioun,  s.  bond,  15.2;  ObUgaciouns, 
2)1.  sureties,  B  3018. 

Oblige,  1'.;  0.  to  you,  lay  an  obligation  on 
you  (to  n\ake  me),  T.  iv.  14 14. 

Obsequies,  pi.  fiineral  rites,  A  993. 

Observaunce,  s.  resi^ect,  A  1045;  homage, 
7.  2i8  ;  c>bservance,  L.  1608  ;  ceremony, 
T.  ii.  112:  heed,  I  747;  jyl.  customary 
attentions,  F  q$6  ;  duties,  L.  150. 

Observe,  v.  favour,  B  1821  ;  j)'>'.  s.  takes 
heed,  I  303.  \ 

Occasioun,  s.  caiise,  L.  994. 

Occident,  s.  west,  B  297. 

Occidentale,  odj.  western,  A.  i.  5.  g. 

Occupye,  v.  take  up,  F  64  ;  pr.  a.  follows 
close  upon,  T.  iv.  836  ;  dwells  in,  B  424; 
iinj).  s.  hold  to,  B  4.  p  7.  103. 

Octogamye,  s.  marrjdng  eight  times,  D 

33- 
Of,2)rep.  of,  A  2,  &c. ;  by,  R.  1260;  con- 
cerning, about,  F  1179  ;  during,  B  510; 
for,  13.  19  ;  off,  from,  3.  964  ;  on  account 
of,  B  2208  ;  as  to,  as  regards,  in  respect 
of,  F  425 ;  as  to,  3.  966 ;  uijon,  5.  555  ; 
over,  B  2947 ;  with,  A  2055 ;  some,  A 
146;  of  a  2)ti>pos,  on  purpose,  deliber- 
ately, B  2273  ;  of  at  my  lif  in  all  my  life, 
5.  484 ;  of  (jmce,  by  his  favour,  oiit  of 
his  favour,  E  178  ;  ftdfld  of,  filled  with, 

7.4-!. 

Of,  adc.  off,  away,  5.  494  ,"  (come)  off,  1, 
iv.  1 106;  off,  A  2676;  com  of,  be  quick, 
have  done,  A  3728. 

Offensioun,  damage,  A  2416. 

Offertorie,  s.  offertory,  A  710. 

Office,  s.  office,  emploj'ment  of  a  secular 
character,  A  292  ;  emploj'ment,  B  3446; 
duty,  5.  236;  property,  D  1144  ;  place  of 
office,  D  1577  ;  ifith  0.,  by  the  use  of 
(Lat.  officio).  B  I.  p  I.  3  ;  liouses  of  0., 
servants'  offices,  E  264. 

Of-newe,  adv.  newly,  again,  R.  1613; 
lately,  E  938. 

Of-showve,  ?•.  repel  (lit.  shove  off),  A 
3912. 

Of-taken,  pp.  taken  away,  B  1855. 

Ofte,  adj.  pi.  many;  Ofto  sythcs,  often- 
times, A  483  ;  Ofte  tyme,  often,  A  52  ; 
Tymes  ofte,  E  226. 

Ofter,  adv.  comp.  oftener,  E.  215, 

Of  that,  conj.  becaixse,  L.  815. 
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Of-thowed.  lip.  tliawoil  away,  HF.  1143. 

Oght,  s.  anglit,  anytliiiigf,  F  1469  ;  any- 
thing of  value,  Ct  13.^3  ;  as  adr.  ought, 
at  all,  B  i;oj. 

Oghte  :  se(.'  Owen. 

Oke.  Okes  ;  see  Ook. 

Olifaunts,  s.  pi.  elephants,  B  3.  p  8.  29. 

Oliveres,  s.  pi.  olive-ti-eos,  B.  1314  ;  olive- 
yanls,  B  3226. 

Olyve,  .«.  olive-tree,  5.  iSi. 

Omelies,  .«.  pi.  homilies,  I  1088. 

On,  ^>;rj).  on,  A  12  ;  in,  F  921  ;  at,  T.  iii. 
32  ;  of,  T.  iii.  18  ;  as  regarrls,  E  1424  ; 
against,  T.  ii.  865 ;  towards,  4.  298 ; 
binding  on,  10.  43  ;  Mr  on,  upon  her,  3. 
1217  ;  on  eve,  in  the  evening,  E  1214  ;  on 
reste,  at  rest,  F  379. 

On,  one  ;  see  Oon. 

Onde,  *.  envy,  E.  148.     A.S.  anda. 

Oneden,  pt.  pi.  united,  1 193  ;  2U>-  united, 
complete,  D  1968. 

Ones,  adi:  once,  B  588  ;  vmitod  in  design, 
C  (196  ;  at  ones,  at  once,  A  765. 

On-lofte,  adv.  aloft,  up  iu  the  air,  in  the 
sky,  5.  203,  683  ;  above  ground,  E  229. 

On-lyve,  adi\  alive,  F  932.     Lit.  '  in  life.' 

Oo,  one  ;  see  Oon. 

Ook,  s.  oak,  A  1702;  Oke,  dat.  3.  447; 
(collect i eel !/\  oaks,  K.  1384. 

Oon,  one,  E.  624  ;  always  the  same,  tho 
same,  one  and  the  same,  B  2142  ;  united, 
agreed,  T.  ii.  1740;  alone,  uu wedded,  D 
66  ;  the  same,  i.e.  of  small  consequence, 
3.  1295 ;  the  same  thing,  alike,  F  537  ; 
oon  the  faireste,  one  of  the  fairest,  E 
212  ;  in  oon,  iu  the  same  state,  un- 
changeably ;  ever  in  oon,  ever  alike, 
alwajs  in  the  same  manner,  E  602  ; 
continually,  D  209  ;  oon  emd  oon,  one  V>y 
one,  A  679 ;  after  oon,  equally  good,  A 
341 ;  that  oon,  one  thing,  T.  iv.  1453  ; 
the  one,  C  666 ;  vianij  oon,  many  a  one, 
A  317,  E  775 ;  felle  at  oon,  came  to  one 
agreement,  T.  iii.  565 ;  many  on,  many 
a  one,  D  680;  ecerick  on,  every  one,  B 
1104  ;  Oo,  one,  Gr  207 ;  a  single,  K.  1236  ; 
one  and  the  same,  3.  1293. 

Ooned.  pp.  united,  B  4.  p  6.  81. 

Open-ers.  *.  fruit  of  the  medlar,  A  3871, 

Open-heeded,  with  head  uncovered,  D 

"45. 
Opie,  s.  opium,  A  1472  ;  Opies,  j>t.  opiates, 

L.  2670, 
Opned,  pjp.  opened,  T.  iii.  469. 
Opposen,   V.  opi^ose ;    o.   lue,  lay  to  my 

charge,  D  1597. 
Oppresse,  v.  suppress,  10.  60  ;   violate,  F 

J411  ;  i/er.  to  xjut  down,  Ct  4. 

D 


Oppressioun,  s.  oppression,  wrong,  I* 
2592;  tyranny,  10.  19;  violation,  L. 
1808.  ' 

Or,  conj.  ere,  CI  314. 

Or,  prep,  before,  B.  864. 

Or,  conJ.  or,  A  91,  &c.  ;  Or  .  .  .  or,  either 
.  .  .  or,  R.  261. 

Oratorie,  s.  closet  for  prayers,  A  1905. 

Ordal,  s.  ordeal,  T.  iii.  1046. 

Orde,  dfit.  point,  L.  645.  A.S.  ord.  Ami 
see  "Word. 

Ordenee,  adj.  well-ordered,  B  4.  p  i.  46. 

Ordenely,  adc.  coniormably,  in  order, 
B  4-  P  6.  313. 

Ordenour,  s.  ruler,  B  3.  p  12.  102. 

Ordeyned,  pjK  provided,  A  2553 ;  ap- 
pointed, P  177;  jjrepared,  G-  1277-, 
ordered,  I  336;  (  =  ordeynee),  jyj.  regu- 
lated, T.  i.  892. 

Ordinaat,  adj.  orderly,  E  1284. 

Ordinatly,  adc.  methodically,  I  1045. 

Ordinaunce,  s.  arrangement,  A  302  ; 
provision,  B  250  ;  orderly  arrangement, 
A  2567  ;  consideration,  18.  38  ;  order,  B 
2303 ;  resolve,  B  2258 ;  command,  lo. 
44. 

Ordred,  j)j).  as  adj.  ordained,  I  782. 

Ordure,  s.  filthiness,  1  841 ;  rubbish,  T. 
V.  385. 

Ore,  s.  grace  ;  thyn  0.,  (I  pray  for)  thy 
grace,  A  3726.     A.S.  dr. 

Ore,  s.  ore  (of  metal  1,  D  1064.     A.S.  or. 

Ores,  .?,  pi.  oars,  L.  2308. 

Orfrays,  6\  gold  embroidery,  gold  braid, 
fringe  with  golden  threads,  E.  462,  S60, 
1076.     A.F.  orfrcis,  O.F.  orfrois. 

Organs,  s.^A.  'organs,' the  old  equivalent 
of  organ,  G  134. 

Orgon,  pi.  as  sing,  organ  (Xat.  organa),  B 
4041. 

Orient,  s.  eastjA  1494.  • 

Oriental,  adj.  eastern ;  (hence)  of  superior 
quality,  L.  221. 

Orisonte,  s.  horizon,  T.  v.  276. 

Orisoun,  s.  prajer,  A  2372. 

Orison  rectum,  or  right  horizon,  A.  ii.  26. 
35.  This  means  the  ht)rizon  of  any 
place  situate  on  the  equator,  wliich 
cottld  be  represented  by  a  struiijld  line 
upon  a  tlisc  of  the  astrolabe. 

Orloge,  s.  clock,  5.  350  ;  B  4044, 

Orphelin,  adj.  orphaned,  B  2.  p  3.  i^. 

Orpiment,  a.  oiijiment,  G  759,  774,  823. 
'  Orpiment,  trisulphide  of  arsenic ' ; 
Webster. 

Orusctqjum,  i.  e.  horoscope,  A.  ii.  3.  rubric, 

Osanne,  i.  e.  Hosaunah,  B  642. 
t  Ost,  *.  host,  armv,  L.  H)o6. 
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Obtslnients,  s.  pi.  furniture,  household 

{jouds,  IJ  2.  p  5.   135.     (L.  suiiellectHis.) 

Cf.  F.  outn. 
Ostesse,  s.  hostess,  B  4.  m  3.  23. 
Otes.  s.  pi.  (of)  oats,  D  1963. 
Other,  adj.  second,  K.  953,  976;  the  other, 

A  427 1    what  o.,  what  else,  T.  i.   799 ; 

that  0.,  the  other,   F  496;    Other,  ^ji. 

others,  K.   1304 ;    Othere,  j)l-  other,  A 

794  ;  others,  HF.  2151  ;   ge».  pi.  others'. 

HF.  2153  ;  Otheres,  gen.  simj.  each  other's 

(lit.  of  tlie  other),  C  476. 
Other,  cotij.  or,  3.  810;  Other  .  .  or,  either 

.  .  or,  G  I  i4i>. 
Other-why le,  adv.  sometimes,  B  2.  \>  i. 

120. 
Ouehe,  s.  nonch,  clasp,  I)  743.    See  Nou- 

chis. 
Ought,  .«.  anything,  3.  459  ;  as  adv.  at  all, 

T.  ii,  268  ;  in  ought  that,  in  as  far  as,  T. 

iil.  I24L 

OughtestdW,  ougiitest  thou,  L.  1957. 

Oule,  s.  owl,  D  1081. 

Oules,  111.  awls ;  spiked  irons  for  tor- 
menting men,  D  1730.     A.S.  aicel. 

Ounces. pi.  small  jwrtions,  A677;  oiinces, 
G  7,^6. 

Ouuded,  pp.  wavy,  T.  iv.  736. 

Oundinge,  s.  adornment  v.ith  waved 
lines,  I  417. 

Oundy,  adj.  wavy,  HF.  1386.     F.  07idc. 

Out,  adv.  out,  A  45,  &c.  ;  iwed  for  come 
out,  HF.  2139  i  Sf>  out,  T.  iv.  210 ;  fully, 
T.  iii.  417  ;  viordre  icil  out,  naurder  will 
out,  B  1 766 ;  Out  and  out,  entirelj',  T.  ii, 

739- 
Out,  interj.  alas  !    A  3825  ;  Out !  harrow ! 

B  457c,. 
Out  of,  pre}),  without,  C  157 ;   out  of,  A 

45-'- 

Out'breke,  v.  break  out,  break  silence, 
2.  12, 

Out-breste,  v.  burst  out,  T.  iv.  237, 

Out-bringe,  v.  utter,  L.  1835. 

Outcast,  jij'.  cast  out,  T.  v.  615. 

Out-caughte,  i>t.  s.  drew  out,  B  1861. 

Out-drawe,  j'i>.  drawn  out,  T.  iv.  1226. 

Oute,  adv.  away,  T.  v.  553 ;  out,  i.  c. 
uttered,  D  977. 

Outen,  V.  put  out,  utter,  exhibit.  Cf  834  ; 
utter,  E  2438  ;  Oute,  i  pr.  a.  utter,  offer, 
D  521.     A.S.  utian. 

Outereste,  adj.  guperl.  uttermost,  far- 
thest, B  2.  m  6.  17. 

Outerly,  adv.  utterly,  entirely,  E  335. 

Oiitfleyinge,  s.  tlying  out,  HF.  1523. 

Out-hees,  a.  outcry,  hue. and  cry,  alarm, 

A  2U1J. 


Outher.  conj.  either,  ]l.  250. 
Outherwhyle,  adv.    sometimes,  B  2731, 

Outlandish,  adj.  foreign,  9.  22. 
Outrage,  .v.   ex(;ess  (luxu),  B  2,  m  5.  5  ; 

cruelty,  injustice,  A  2012. 
Outrageous,  adj.  excessive,  B  218*);   im- 
moderate, I  743  ;   violent,  rampant,  R. 

174  :  excessively  bold,  B,  1257. 
Outrageously,  adv.  excessively,  A  39<)8, 
Outrance,  tt.  great  hurt,  excessive  injury, 

24  ■  -^'>. 
Outraye,    v.   lose  temper,  E  643.     O.  F. 

vidri'er.  to  surpass. 
Outrely.  adj.  utterly,  B4419  ;  entirely,  B 

2c;43,  3072  ;  decidedly,  B  22U>. 
Out-ringe.  r.  1  ing  out,  T.  iii.  1237. 
Out-rood,  jit.  K.  rode  out,  T.  v.  (^4. 
Out-rydere,  s.  rider  abroad,  A  160.     The 

name  of  ft  monk  who  rode  to  inspect 

granges,  &c. 
Out-springe,  v.  come  to  light,  T.  i.  745  ; 

Out-sprong,  pt.  s.  spread  abroad.  Cm. 
Out-sterte,  jif.  pi.  started  out,  B  4237. 
Out-straughte,  i>t.  s.  stretched  out,  E. 

1515. 
Out-taken,  pp.  excepted,  B  277. 
Out-twyue,   2  j;/-.   pi.  twist  out,  utter, 

12.  II. 
Out-weude,  i:  proceed,  HF.  1645. 
Over,  pre}),  above,   Jl.   1475;    beyond,   1> 

1661  ;   besidoe,  F  137  ;   Over  hir  might, 

to  excess,  C  468. 
Over,  adj.  upper,  A  133;  Overost,  superl. 

uppermost,  A  290. 
Over-al,   adv.   everj'-where,   A    2i.'i,   249, 

1207  ;  in  all  directions.  T.  i.  928  ;  on  all 

sides,  D   264;    in   every  way,  E  2129; 

throughout,   E   1048 ;   Over  al  and  al, 

l^eyond  ever\-  other,  3.  1003. 
Over-blowe,  j>j*.  past,  L.  1287. 
Overcaste,  v.  overcast,  sadden,  A  i53(>. 
Overcomer,  *.  conqueror,  B  i.  m  2.  15. 
Overdoon,  pi>.  carried  to  excess,  Cf  O45. 
Over-gilt.  adj.  worked  over  with  gold, 

E.  873. 
Over-goon,  v.  pass  away,  T.  i.  846  ;  over- 
spread, B  2.  p  7.  42. 
Overkerveth,  pr.  a.  cuts  across,  crosses, 

A.  i.  21.  90. 
Overlad,  pp.  put  upon,  B  3101.     Lit.  led 

over. 
Overlade,  •;•.  overload,  L.  621. 
Overlight,  adj.  too  I'eeble,  B  4.  m  3.  34. 
Over-loked,  pp.  jiemsed,  3.  232. 
Overlyeth.  jir.  a.  lies  up<m,  I  575. 
Over-passeth,  x"'-  s.  surpasses,  B  5.  p  6. 
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Over-raughte,  pt.  s.  reached  over,  hence, 

urgcil  im,  T.  V.  1018. 
Over-shake.  pi>.  shuken  off,  5.  681. 
Overshote,  pji.  ;   had  ovrshote  hem,  had 

over-run  the  scent,  3.  383. 
Over-skipte,     i    pt.    s.     skipped    o\er, 

omitted,  3.  iJo8. 
Oversloppe.   .v.    upper-garment,    Cr   Oi,},. 

ft".  IcpI.  iiJirsloppr,  an  upper  gfvrment. 

See  Sloppes. 
Oversprede.    v.   spread   over,    cover,    E 

i7gQ  ;  Over-sprat,  pr.  s.  over-spreadetli. 

T.  ii.  767  ;    Ovorsi>radde,  p^  s.  covered, 

A  J871. 
Overspringe,  j"'-    «•   ^w^-   overpass,    F 

I()(k). 

Overtake,  v.  overtake,  attain  to,  G  682 : 

O\ertook,  1 2't-  s.  caught  \\p,  3.  360. 
Overte,  adj.  open,  HF.  718. 
Overthro'we,  v.  be  overturned,  he  ruined, 

HK.  i()4<.. 
Over-throwinge,  a^lj.  overwhehning,  B 

I.  ni  2.   2  ;    lieadlong  (Lat.  x)raecipiti), 

B  2.  m  7.  I  ;  headstrong  (Lut.  praecipiti), 

B  I.  ni  6.  25  ;  revolving,  B  3.  m  12.  43. 
Overthrowiuge,  s.  tailing  down,  B  2755  ; 

/)/.  destruction  (Lat.  minis),  B  2.  ni4.  17. 
Overthwart,   adv.   across,  A    1991 ;    op- 

liosite,  T.  iii.  685  :  askiince,  R.  jyj. 
Overtymeliche,  udc.  untimely,  B  1.  m 

I.  18. 
Over-whelveth.  pr.  s.  overtui-us,  turns 

over,  agitates,  B  2.  m  3.  17. 
Owen,  V.   owe,    own,    possess ;     Oweth, 

pr.  8.  owns,  possesses,   C  361  ;    Oweth, 

pr.  s.   vefl.  it  is   incumbent  (on   him). 

L.  360  a;  Oghte,  1  pt.  a.  ought,  4.  216; 

Oughtestow,  2  pt.  s.  oughtest  thou,  T. 

V.  545  ;  L.  1957  -  Oghte,  i>t.  s.  impers.  it 
■were  necessary,  B  2188;  him  oghte,  he 
ought.  L.  377;  it  became  him,  B  1097; 
/(//■  oghte,  became  her,  E  1120  ;  118  oghte, 
it  behoved  us,  we  ought,  1.  119;  hem 
oijhte,  they  ought,  G-  1340;  ns  oghte 
(subj. ;,  it  sln>ul(.l  behove  us,  we  ought, 
E  1 150 ;  Oghte,  pt.  s.  owed,  L.  5S0 ; 
ought,  A  505  ;  Owed,  2U>-  due,  B  4.  p 
5.  18. 

Owene,  adj.  def.  own,  C  834  :  myn  owene 
ivvmaii,  independent,  T.  ii.  750;  hit) 
oiriie  hand,  with  his  own  hand,  A  3624. 

Owh,  interj.  alas,  B  i.  -p  6.  25. 

Owher;  adv.  anywhere,  A  653. 

Oxe.  s.  ox,  C  354 ;  Oxes,  gen.  E  207  ;  Oxen, 

VI.  A  8H7. 

Oxe-stalle,  ».  ox-stall,  E  398. 
Oyuenient,  x.  ointment,  unguent,  A  6t,i. 
Oyuous,  J'/,  onions,  A  634. 

D 


Paas,  8.  pace,  step,  L.  284 ;  goon  a  2)a<u, 
go  at  a  footpace,  C  866. 

Pace,  V.  pass,  go,  A  1602  ;  pass.  T.  i.  371 ; 
go  away,  15.  9  ;  pass  away,  A  175  ;  sur- 
pass, go  beyond,  T.  iii.  12^2  ;  walk,  T.  v. 
1791  ;  overstep,  HF.  392 ;  come,  HF. 
720;  p.  of,  pass  over,  T.  ii.  1568;  of  this 
thing  to  j).,  to  pass  this  over  in  re\'iew, 
HF.  239 ;  to  itace  of,  to  pass  from,  B 
205  ;  I  iir.  8.  pass  over  (it),  go  on,  HF. 
1355;  proceed,  go  on,  A  36 ;  i  pr.  s. 
subj.  depart,  F  494 ;  2  pr.  8.  subj.  go, 
D  911. 

Paillet,  s.  pallet.  T.  iii.  229. 

Paire,  s.  pair.  A  473;  set,  A  159;  as  pi. 
pairs,  5.  238.  (Pair,  in  the  sense  of 
'  set.'  is  applied  to  many  things  of  the 
same  kind  and  size.; 

Paisible,  adj.  peaceable,  9.  i. 

Palasye,  s.  palsy,  E.  1098. 

Pale,  s.  perpendicular  stripe,  HF.  1840. 

Palestral,  adj.  athletic,  pertaining  to 
wrestling.  T.  v.  304. 

Paleth,  2)r.  s.  renders  pale,  B  2.  m  3.  3. 

Paleys-,  or  Paleis  -  chaumbres,  jjf. 
palace-chambers.  9.  41. 

Paleys-gardyn.  palace-garden.  T.  ii.  508. 

Paleys-ward.  to.  towaril  the  palace,  T. 
ii.  1252. 

Paleys-yates.  2>l-  gates  of  the  palace, 
4.  8... 

Paliuge,  s.  adorning  with  heraldic) 
pales,  or  upright  stripes,  I  417. 

Palis,  s.  palisade,  stockade,  B  i.  p  6.  41  : 
paling,  ramjiart,  B  i.  p  3.  86.  O.  F. 
2ialis,  x>aleis. 

Palled.  2>p.  pale,  languid,  H  55. 

Pan,  s.  l>rain-pan,  skull,  A  1165. 

Panade,  s.  kind  of  knife.  A  3939,  3960. 

Panier,  ,«.  pamuer,  E  1568  ;  j>/.  baskets 
for  bread,  HF.  1939. 

Paune.  s.  pan.  A  3944. 

Panter.  s.  bag-net  for  birds,  L.  131  ;  ;?)/. 
net.*;.  K.  lOJi.     O.Y.  paiitirre. 

Papejay,  *.  popinjay.  B  1559.  1057,  E  2332  : 
apj)Lied  in  England  to  the  green  wood- 
pecker {Gecinus  viriilis). 

Paper,  s.  account-book,  A  4404. 

Paper-whyt.  adj.  white  as  paper,  L. 
1 1 08. 

Papingay,  .«.  popinjay,  R.  81.  Sse  Pape- 
jay. 

Par  amour ;  see  Paramour. 

Par  cas,  by  chance.  C  885. 

Par  crimpanije.  for  company.  A  3839,  4167. 

Paradys.  .«.  paradise.  B.  443. 
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Parage,  s.  kinilre<l,  liiitli,  D  -'50 ;  rank, 

1>    1  I  JO. 

Paraments.  j)?.  maiulo.-?.  splomlitl  cloth- 
iii-r.  A  ->5oi.     Soe  Parements. 

Paramour,  t'or  pm-  niiioi(r\  ode.  for  love, 
B  J03J! ;  longingly,  B  193? ;  with  devo- 
tion, A  1155;  Paramours,  passionately, 
T.  V.  3'3J ;  A  211J;  with  excessive 
"levotion,  L.  260  a  ;  by  way  of  passionate 
love.  T.  V.  158 ;  for  p.,  for  the  sake  of 
jiAssion,  E  14^0  -.for  2}((r<imours,  for  love's 
sake.  A  3354. 

Paramour,  «.  (i)  concubine,  wench,  D 
454 ;  pJ-  '^  ?756  ;  lovers,  paramours,  T. 
ii.  .236;    Paramour  (2),  love-making,  A 

4  ^7-' 
Paraunter.  perhaps,  L.  362. 
Paraventure,  peradventure,  perhaps,  F 

<  15  5. 
Parcel.  .«.  part,  F  852  ;  small  part,  2.  106. 
Parcheniin,  .*.  parchment,  B  5.  m  4.  14. 
Pardee,  iF.  jxir  Diexj,  a  common  oath, 

A  =,6i.  3084  ;  Pardieux,  T.  i.  197. 
Pardoner,   s,   seller  of  indttlgences,    A 

-4?,  C  318. 
Paregal.  adj.  fully  equal,  T.  v.  840. 
Parements,  s.  pi.  rich  hangings  or  orna- 
ments, (applied  to  a  chamber),  L.  1106; 

F  269.     See  Paraments. 
Parentele,  .«.  khisliip,  I  908. 
Parfey,  bj'  my  faith,  in  faith,  HF.  938. 
Parfit,  adj.  perfect,  A  72,  422. 
Parfitiy,  adv.  perfectly,  E.  7-1  ;  wholly, 

B  jvSi. 
Parfourne,    v.    perform,    B   2402 ;     Par- 

lourne,   ger.    to  fulfil,    B   3137 :   p.    up, 

'Oinplete,  D  2261. 
Parfourninge,  s.  performance,  I  807. 
Parissliens,  j)!.  parishioners,  A  482. 
Paritorie,  .■*.  pellitor%-,  Parieturla  offlci- 

iKili.9.  (t  581. 
Parlement,  s.  (i)  deliberation,  decision 

due  to  consultation,   A   1306 ;    (2)  par- 
liament,   T.    iv.    143;    p>-    of  Briddes, 

I'urliaineut  of  Birds,  I  1086. 
Parodie,  s.  period,  duration,  T.  v.  1548. 
.\.   cnrious    confusion    of  parodie    (so 

I'Tononncod  \  with  piriod.) 
Parsoneres,  s.  pL   pai-tners,   partakers, 

I!  5.  p  5.  loi. 
Parten,  v.  share,  T.  i.  589;    tier.  To  p. 

with,  participate   in,   L.   465 ;    i  pr.   s. 

part,  depart,  T.  i.   5 ;    Parteth,  pr.  s. 

departs,  L.  359  ;  Parted,  j^jj.  dispersed, 

T.  i.  960  ;  gone  away,  taken  a\\'ay,  L. 

1 1  I  o. 

Parteners,  s.  pi.  partners,  partakers,  I 
968. 


Parting-felawes,  s.  pi.  fellow^-partakers, 
I  0.37. 

Part-les,  adj.  without  his  share,  B  4.  p  3. 
44- 

Partrich.  .•).  partridge,  A  ^349. 

Party,  adc.  partly,  A  1053. 

Partye,  i*.  portion,  A  3008 ;  partial  \ini- 
pire,  taker  of  a  side,  A  26^7 ;  portion, 
T.  ii.  394. 

Parvys,  «.  church-porch,  A  310. 

Pas,  s.  pace,  B  390;  step,  D  2162;  dis- 
tance, K.  525  ;  foot-pace,  A  825  ;  grade, 
degree,  4.  134  ;  grade,  I  532  ;  passage, 
B  2635:  ajxis,  at  a  footpace,  T.  ii.  627, 
V.  60;  F  388;  j>l.  paces,  yards,  A  1890; 
thousand  2MS,  a  mile,  B  i.  p  4.  270. 

Passage,  ii.  period,  E.  406. 

Passant,  ^j/'es.  pt.  as  adj.  surpassing,  A 
2107. 

Passen,  ger.  to  surpass,  exceed,  conqtier, 
A  3089;  overcome,  L.  162;  outdo,  O 
8.'i7 ;  i»'.  »•  passes  away,  F  404  :  Paste, 
pt.  s.  passed;  T.  ii.  658  ;  passed  by,  T. 
ii.  398 ;  Passing,  pres.  pt.  surpassing, 
-4.  2885 ;  pp.  past,  spent,  E  610 ;  sur- 
passed, 7.  82  ;  passed  by,  5,  81  ;  over- 
blown, gone  off,  B.  1682. 

Passing,  ad,/,  excellent,  F  929 ;  extreme, 
E  1225. 

Passioun,  s.  suffering,  B  1175;  passion, 
:.  162 ;  passive  feeling,  impression.  B 
5.  m  4.  52. 

Pastee,  s.  pasty,  A  4346. 

Patrimoine,  s.  patrimonj',  I  790. 

Patrouu,  .«.  patron,  4.  275 ;  protector,  7. 
4  ;  pattern,  3.  910. 

Pawmes,  pi.  palms  (of  the  handl  T.  iii. 
1 1 14. 

Pax,  s.  the  '  osculatorium,'  or  '  paxbrede,' 
a  disk  of  metal  or  other  substance,  used 
at  Mass  for  the  'kiss  of  peace,'  I  407. 

Pay,  s.  pleasure,  5.  271  ;  7)wre  to  pay,  so 
as  to  give  more  satisfaction,  5.  474. 

Paye,  c.  pay,  A  806 ;  pt.  s.  A  539 ;  pp. 
satisfied,  pleased,  9.  3  ;  holde  her  p/ayd, 
think  herself  satisfied,  3.  369. 

Payen,  adj.  pagan,  A  2370. 

Payens,  s.  pi.  pagans,  L.  786. 

Payndemayn,  s.  bread  of  a  peculiar 
whiteness,  B  1915.  Lat.  panis  Domini- 
cus. 

Payne,  s.  pain ;  dide  his  payne,  took 
pains,  F  730. 

Payre,  s.  a  pair,  E.  1386;  Paire,  jj?.  pairs, 
E^  i6y8. 

Pece,  s.  piece,  5.  149 ;  id.  pieces.  T.  i.  833. 

Peches, />?.  peaches,  E.  1374. 

Pecok,  s.  peacock,  5.  356. 
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Pecok-arwes.  jil.  arrows  with  peacocks' 

fuatluTs,  A  104. 
Pecunial,  adj.  pecuniary,  D  1314. 
Pees.   *.    peace,   A  532,    1447:    in  p..  in 

silence,  B  228. 
Pees,  peace  I  hush  !  be  still !  B  836. 
Pekke,  ti.  peck  (quarter  of  a  bushel),  A 

41110. 
Pekke,  imp.  a.  peck,  pick,  B  4157. 
Pel.  .«.  peel,  small  castle,  HF.  1310.     O.F. 

l»'l ;  from  Lat.  ace.  2mIuiii. 
Pelet,  s.  i^ellet,  stone  cannon-ball,  HF. 

i')43. 
Penaunt,   s.  a  penitent,   one  Avho   does 

penance,  B  3154. 
Pencel  11),  *•  pencil,  brush,  A  2049. 
Pencel  (2),  a.  small  banner,  sleeve  worn 

as  a  token,  T.  v.  1043.  Short  ior  2wnonceJ. 
Penible,  adj.  painstaking,  B  3490 ;  Peni- 

ble,  careful  to  please,  E  714  ;  Penyble, 

inured,  D  1846. 
Penitauncer,  s.  confessor  who  assigns  a 

penance,  I.itxjS. 
Penitence,  s.  penance.  I  loi,  126. 
Penne,  s.  pen,  quill,  L.  2357. 
Penner.  s.  pen-case,  E  1879. 
Penoun,  s.  pennon,  ensign  or  small  flag 

biirne  at  the  end  of  a  lance.  A  978. 
Peus  ;  see  Peny. 
Peny,  *.  penny,  K.  451  ;  money,  A  4119; 

Penyes,  pi.   pence,   E.    189 ;    Pens,  pi. 

pence,  C  376. 
Per  cas,  bj-  chance,  L.  1967. 
Per  comeqtieiis,  consequently,  D  2192. 
Peraventure,  adi:  perhaps,  HF.  304 ;  C 

035. 
Percen,  v.  pierce,  B  2014  ;  2>r.  s.  pierces 

with  his  gaze,  5.  331. 
Perche,  s.  perch  (for  birds  to  rest   on), 

A  2204  ;  wooden  bar,  R.  225  ;  a  horizontal 

rod,  A.  ii.  23.  44.     Lat.  2>e>'tica. 
Percinge,  s. ;  for  percmge  =  to  prevent 

anv  piercing,  B  2052. 
Perdurable,    adj.    everlasting,    eternal. 

B  2609  ;  Perdurables,  adj.  2>l-  everlast- 
ing. I  811. 
Perdurabletee,  ».  immortality,  B  2.  p  7. 

63,  103. 
Pere,  s.  peer,  equal.  B  3244,  F  O78. 
Peregryn.    adj.   i^eregrine,   i.e.   foreign. 

F  428. 
Pere-jonette.    «.    a   kind    of   earlj--ripe 

pear,  A  3248. 
Peres,  2>l-  pears,  H.  1375,  E  2331. 
Perfit,  adj.  complete.  A.  i.  18.  4. 
Perfitly,  adv.  perfectly,  A.  pr.  21. 
Perfourne.  ger.  to  perform.  B  2256 ;  be 

equivalent  to,  A.  ii.  10.  10. 


Peril.  8.  B  2672 :  in  j>.,  in  danger,  4.  108  ; 

upon   riuj  p.,  ( I  say  it;  at  mj'  i)eril.  T) 

561. 
Perisse.  v.  perish,  I  254. 
Perle,  8.  pearl.  L.  221. 
Perled.  i»/>.  fitted  with  pearl-like  droos, 

A  3251. 
Perr^e,    s.    jewellerj-,    precious    stones, 

gems,  B  3495,  3,^^o. 
Perr^e,  s.  jewellery,  A  2936  ;  Perrie,  HP, 

Pers,    adj.   of    Persian    dve,    light -blue, 

E.  67. 
Pers,  s.  stuff  of  a  skv-blue  colour,  A  43c,, 

617. 
Perseveraunce.  s.  endurance,  T.  i.  44  ; 

constancy,  3.  HXJ7. 
Persevere,   v.   continue,   D    148 :    2>''-  ■'• 

lasts.  C  497. 
Perseveringe,  s.  perseverance,  G  117. 
Persly,  s.  parsley,  A  4350. 
Persone.   s.   person,   figure,   T.   ii.    701  ; 

Persoun,  parson.  A  478. 
Pert,  adj.  forward,  friskj-,  A  3950.     Short 

for  opert. 
Pertinaeie,  s.  pertinaciousness,  I  391. 
Pertinent,  adj.  fitting.  B  2204. 
Pertoiirbe.  </''/■.  to  perturb.  T.  iv.  561. 
Perturbacioun.  *.  trouble.  B  i.  p  1.  98 
Perturbinge,  s.  perturbation,  1>  2254. 
Pervenke.  s.  x^eri winkle.  E.  903 ;  Pervinke 

E.  143-'. 
Pesen,  i>?.  peas,  L.  648. 
Pesible,  adj.  calm,  B  1.  p  5.  3. 
Pestilence,  *.  the  (great)  pestilence,   A 

442,  C  679  ;  curse,  B  4600,  D  1264. 
Peter,  interj.  by  St.  Peter,  B  1404,  G-  66?. 
Peyne,  s.  pain  of  torture.  A  1133;  T.  i. 

674  ;■  in    the  i>.,  imder  torture,  T.   iii. 

1502  ;  care,  F  509  ;  toil.  G  1398  :  penalty, 

B  3041:    endeavour,  E.   7O5 ;    penance, 

B  2039  !  'i'PC"  P"  nnder  a  penalty,  E  586. 
Peyne,    v.    reji.    take   pains,   eniieavour, 

B  4495  ;    put  (^myself  j  to  trouble.  HF. 

246 ;    PejTie,   i  i>r.  «.  refl.    take   i)ains, 

C  330,  395  :  Pejnied  hir,  2>t-  *•  ''I''-  took 

pains,  A   139,  E  976 ;  Peyned  hem,  2<^ 

2^1.  rrfi.  E.  107. 
Peynte.  v.  paint,  C  12:    coloiu-  highly. 

HF.  246;  smear.  L.  875  ;  d<.i2>-.  cause  to 

be  painted,  3.  259  ;  2)t-  s-  F  560  ;  Peynted. 

2>}>.  painted,  L.  1029  ;  Peynt,  pj).  R.  248. 
Peyntour,  s.  painter,  T.  ii.  1041. 
Peyuture,  s.  painting,  C  33. 
Peyre,  s.  pair,  A  2121  ;  a  set  (of  similar 

things'.  D  1741. 
Peysible.  adj.  tranquil,   B  3.   m  9.   51, 

(^L,  tra  mill  ilia.) 
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Peytrel,  s.  poiti-el,  breast -piece  of  a 
liorse's  harness ;  properly,  the  breast- 
plate of  a  horse  in  armour,  G  564  :  pi. 
I  4X3,.     A.  P.  peitrel,  Let.  pectomle. 

Phitonesses,  jjI.  pythonesses,  witches, 
HF.  1261. 

[i'hysices,  gen.  of  physics,  or  natural 
philosophy,  B  1189.  J^At.  phiiMces,  gen.  of 
physice,  natural  philosophy.  (I  iiropose 
this  reading.)] 

Pich,  s.  pitch,  A  3731,  I  854. 

Pietee,  s.  pity,  T.  iii.  1033,  v.  159S. 

Pietous,  adj.  piteous,  sad,  T.  iii.  1444; 
sorrowful,  T.  v.  451  ;  merciful,  F  jo. 

Pigges-nye  ilit.  pig"s  eye\  a  dear  little 
thing,  A  3268. 

Pighte,  pt.  .9.  reft,  pitched,  fell,  A  2689 ; 
pt.  s.  subj.  should  pierce,  should  stab, 
J,  163  (but  this  is  almost  certainly  an 
m-ror  for  prif/hte,  pt.  s,  subj.  of  prikk'e). 

Piked,  2it.  s.  stole,  L.  2467. 

Pikerel,  g.  a  young  pike  (fish),  E  1419.. 

Pilche,  8.  a,  warm  furred  outer  garment, 
JO.  4. 

Pile,  fier.  to  pillage,  plunder,  I  769 ;  c 

rob,  despoil,  D  1362. 
Piled,  2W-   deprived  of  liair.  very  thin, 

A  627;  bare,  bald  ilit.  peeled  1,  A  3935. 
Pileer,  .>*.  pillar,  HF,  1421. 
Pilled,  i^).  robbed,  L.  1262. 
Pilours,  1)1.   robbers,    pillagers,    A   1007, 

1020. 
Pilwe, .«.  pillow,  E  2004. 
Pilwe-beer,  .<*.  pillow-case,  A  694. 
Piment,  s.  sweetened  wine.  A  3378. 
Pin,  .«.  pin,  small  peg,  F  127,  316  :  fasten- 
ing, brooch,   A   196  ;   thin  wire,    A.    ii. 

^8.  8 ;  Hangeth  on  a  joly  pin.  is  mevry, 

E  1516. 
Pinche,  v.  find  fault  (with  ,  pick  a  hole 

in ',  A  326  ;  Pinche.st  at,  2  pr.  .f.  blame.st, 

10.  57  ;  i)p.  closely  pleated,  A  151. 
Piper,   s.   as  adj.    suitaVjle   for  pipes   or 

lioins,  5.  178. 
Pissemyre,  «.  pismire,  ant.  1)  1825. 
Pistel,  .1.  epistle,  E  1154;  message,  sen- 
tence, D  1021. 
Pit,  pj).  ]  lut  '  Xi  irthern),  A  4088. 
Pitaunce,  «.  pittance,  A  224. 
Pi  tee,  «.  pitj',  i.  68:  Pite  were,  it  would 

l>e  a  pity  (if),  3.  1266. 
Pith,  .^.  strength,  E.*  401  ;  D  47.V 
Pitous,  Pitous,   adj.    compassionate,   A 

143;    merciful,   C    226;    pitiful,    A  953; 

plaintive,    R.    89,    497 ;     mournful,    R. 

420 :    piteous,    .sad.    sorrowful,   A   955  ; 

jiitiable,  B  3673  ;  Pitotise,  fern,   full  of 

compassion,  L.  2582, 


Pitovisly,  adi:.  piteously,  B  1059  i  pitiably, 

B  ^ynj;  sadly,  A  11 17. 
Place,    8.    place,    A    623 ;    manor-house 

'^residence  of  a  chief  person  in  a  small 

town  or  village),  B  1910,  D  1768. 
Flncebo,   vespers   of  the   dead,  so  called 

from  the  initial  word  of  the  antiphon 

to  the  first  psalm  of  tlie  office  (see  Ps. 

cxiv.  9  in  the  Vtilgate  version),  I  617; 

a  song  of  flattery,  D  2075. 
Plages,  s.  pi.  regions,  B  543  ;  quarters  of 

the  compass,  A.  i.  5.  12. 
Plain,  adj.  ;  see  Playn. 
Plane,  s.  plane-tree,  A  2922. 
Planed,  pt.  s.  planed,  made  smooth,  D 

1758. 
Plante,  s.  slip,  cutting,  D  763 ;  piece  of 

cut  wood,  E.  929. 
Piastres,  s.  iil.  plasters,  F  6^6. 
Plat,  adj.  flat,  certain,   A   1845  ;    Platte, 

dat.  flat  (side  of  a  sword),  F  162,  164. 
Plat,  fldr.  flat,  B  1865;    plainly,   B  886; 

fully,  T.  ii.  579. 
Plate,  8.  plate-armour,  9.  49  ;    stiff  iron 

defence   for  a    hauberk,    B   2055 ;    the 

'  sight'  on  the  'rewle,'  A.  i.  13.  2. 
Plated,  jjj).  covered  with  metal  in  iilates, 

HP.  1345. 
Platly.  odi:.  flatly,  plainly,  T.  iii.  786,  881. 
Plaunte,  s.  plant,  F  1032. 
Plaunte,  hup.  s.  plant,  T.  i.  964. 
Playen  me,  v.  nft.  to  amuse  myself,  K, 

113. 
Playing,  .s.  sport,  E.  ti2. 
Playn,    adj.    smooth,    even,    E.    860 ;    in 

tdicrt  and  pL,  in  brief,  jjlain  terms,  E 

577  ;  Plain,  flat,  H  229. 
Playn,  s.  plain,  B  24. 
Plede,  ijer.  to  dispute,  B  2559. 
Pleding,  s.  pleading.  3.  615. 
Pledotires,  pi.  pleaders,  lawyers,  E,  198. 
Plee,  s.  plea,  5.  4S5 ;  pi.  suits,  5.  loi. 
Plegges,  f.  pi.  pledges,  B  3018. 
Pleinedest,  2  pf.  s.  didst  complain,  B  4. 

p  4.  108. 
Pleinte,  ■*.  complaint,  lament,  B  66. 
Plenere,  adj.  plenary,  full,  L.  1607. 
Plentee,   ■■i.    plenitude,    fulness,    I    loSo; 

abundance,  K.  1434. 
Plentevous,  <idj.  plentiful,  A  344. 
Plentevously,  adv.  plontoously,  B  2.  p  2. 

Plesaunce,  s.  jdeasure,  C  219,  P  408 ; 
delight,  A  2409;  pleasant  thing,  3.  773; 
pleasure,  will,  A  1571  ;  kindness,  E  1 1 1 1  ; 
pleasing  behaviour,  F5()9;  pleasantness, 
L.  1373;  happiness,  L.  1150;  amusement, 
F  713  ;  will,  delight,  B  149. 
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Plesaunt,    adj.    pleasant,     satisfactory, 

ploasing,  A  i^S,  22 j. 
Plesen,  r.  please,  A  610,  F  707. 
Plesinges,  adj.  pi.  pleasing,  B  711. 
Plesure,  .v.  pleasure,  (>.  i2(). 
Plfete,  </'/•.  to  plead,  bring  a  law-suit,  T. 

ii.  1468. 
Pletinges,  ph  law-suits,  B  ^.  p  ^  67. 
Pley,  ».  play,  sport,  A  1125;  dalliance,  4. 

17S;   jesting,   I  539;    delusion,   3.   048; 

pi.   games,    T.    v.    304  ;    plays,    D    558 ; 

funeral  games,  T.  v.  1499. 
Pleye,   v.  amuse   oneself,   B  3524,  3666 ; 

ger.   to  play,   be  plaj'ful,    bo   amused, 

A  772  ;   to  amtise  (myself  1,  B  3996 ;   to 

amuse  (ourselves),  L.  1495  ;  play  (on  an 

instrument),  A  236  ;  i  pr.  s.  jest,  B  3153  ; 

I  pr.  pi.  play,  B  1423  ;  pr.  pi.  F  9<X) ;  pt. 

S.  played,  rejoiced,  T.  i,  1013  ;    was  in 

play,  3.  875;  Pleyd,pj>.  3.  6i8. 
Pleyinge,  s.  amusement,  sport,  A  1061. 
Pleyinge,  adj.  playfnl,  B  3.  m  2.  27. 
Pleyn  (i),  adj.  fnll,   A  2461  ;    complete, 

A  315,  337- 
Pleyn  (2),  adj.  jjlain,  clear,  L.  328  ;  honest, 

5.  528  ;    plain,  i.  e.  open,  A  987  ;    an  s. 

plain  (fact),  A  1091  ;  pi.  smooth,  5.  180. 
Pleyn  d),  adv.  full,  T.  v.  1818  ;  entirely. 

A  3-V.' 
Pleyn  (2),  adv.  plainly,  A  790  ;  openly,  E 

Pleyne,    r.   complain,   lament,    B    1067 ; 

reft.  6.  50 ;  r.  to  whinny  (as  a  horse  1,  7. 

'57  i  pf'-  upon,  cry  out  against,  L.  2525  ; 

I  pr.  «.  make  complaint,   L.  2512  ;  pp. 

said  by  way  of  conn)Iaint,  L.  ^26  a. 
Pleyning,  s.  complaining,  lamenting,  3. 

599- 
Pleynly,  adv.  plainly,  openly,  {or,  fully  , 

A  1733. 

Pleynte,  s.  plaint,  c<Mpaplaint,  2.  47  ;  PI. 
of  Kynde,  Complaint  of  Xatui'e,  5.  310. 

Plighte  (i',  pt.  s.  plucked,  drew,  T.  ii. 
1120;  pulled,  B  15;  pp.  plucked,  t«n'n, 
D  790.  Tlie  infin.  would  be  plicchen, 
variant  oi^ plukkien  or  jj/«/iAv?i. 

Plighte  12),  I  pr. .«.  plight,  pledge,  F  1537  ; 
pt.  s.  L.  2466 ;  pj).  pledgei-l,  C  702. 

Plomet,  s.  plummet,  heavy  weight,  A.  ii. 

Plom-rewle,  s.  plummet-rnle,  A.  ii.  38.  lo. 
Plough-harneys,  s.  harness  for  a  plough, 

i.e.  parts  of  a  plough,  as  the  share  antl 

coulter,  A  3762. 
Ploumes,  .<!.  jd.  plums,  R.  1375. 
Ploungen,  ger.  to  plunge,  bathe,  B  3.  p  2. 

48. 
Ploungy,  adj.  stormy,  rainy,  B  i.  m  3.  9. 


(59. 


Plowman, .«.  ploughman,  E  79.). 
Plukke,  i:  pluck,  pull,  T.  iv.  1403. 
Plye,  '•.  ply,  mould,  E  1430  ;  bend,  E 
Plyght,  pp.  plighted,  T.  iii.  782. 
Plyt,  s.  plight,  T.  ii.  712,  1731  ;  condition, 

B  2338  ;  position,  T.  ii.  74  ;    Plyte,  daf. 

mishap,    wretched    condition,    5.    294 ; 

plight,  23.  19 ;  state,  G  952. 
Plyte,   fjer.   to    fold,    T.    ii.    i2«,4 :   pt.    .?. 

turnecl  backwards  and  forwards,  T.  ii. 


097. 
Poeplish,  popular,  T.  iv.  1677. 
Poesye,  .s.  poeti-y,  T.  v.  1790. 
Poinant,  ndj.  poignant,  I  130,  131. 
Point,  Poynt,  s.  point,  A  114;  position, 

I  921  ;  in  point,  on  the  point  of,  about 

to,  B  331,  910;    at  point,  ready,  T.  iv. 

1638 ;  in  good  jx,  in  goo<l  case,  A  200 ; 

J'ro  p.   to  p.,   from   beginning  to   end, 

B  3652  ;  p.  for  p.,  in  every  detail,  E  577. 
Point-devys  ;  at  p.,  with  great  neatness, 

exactly,  carefullj-,  HF.  917;  A  3689,  F 

560. 
Pointel,  s.  style,  i.e.  stylus,  writing  im- 
plement, B  I.  p  I.  3. 
Poke,  s.  bag,  A  3780,  427S, 
Poked,  pt.  s.  incited,  T.  iii.  no;  nudged, 

A  4169. 
Pokets,  .«.  ph  little  bags,  G  808. 
Pokkes,  .«.  pi.  pocks,  pustiiles,  C  358. 
Pol  (11,  s.  pole,  long  stick  ;  Pole,  dat.  L. 

2202. 
Pol  (2),  8.  pole  (of  the  heavens),  A.  i.  14.  9. 
Polax,  «.  pole-axe,  L.  642. 
Polcat,  ,«.  polecat,  C  855. 
Policye,  s.  public  business,  C  (xxi. 
Pollax,  s.  pole-axe,  A  2544. 
Polut.  j(j}.  ijolluted,  B  I.  p  4.  281. 
Polyve,  s.  pitlley,  F  184. 
Pomel,  s.  round  part,  top,  A  2689. 
Pomely,  adj.  niai-ked  with  roimd  spots 

like  an  apple,  dappled,  A  616  j  Pomely- 

gi-is,  dapple-gray,  G  559. 
Pomgarnettes,  s.  pi.  pomegranates,  R. 

i35'J- 

Pompe,  s.  pomp.  A  525. 

Pool,  ■?.  pole  I  of  the  heavens),  A.  i.  18.  20. 

Pope-Holy,  i.e.  Hypocrisy,  R.  415. 

Popelote,  s.  poppet,  darling,  A  3254. 

Popet,  s.  piippet,  doll ;  spoken  ironicallj-, 
and  really  applied  to  a  corpulent  person, 
B  1S91. 

Popinjay,  s.  popinjay,  R.  913. 

Popler,  S.  poplar-tree,  A  2921  ;  (collec- 
tively) pox)lar-trees,  R.  1385. 

Popped,  pt.  s.  rfifl.  tricked  herself  out, 
R.  1019. 

Popper,  s.  small  dagger,  A  3931. 
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Poraille,  ><.  ihxt  people,  A  J47. 

Porche.  s.  Poroli,  B  5.  m  4.  t. 

Pore.  adj.  p<xir.  L.  :(SS. 

Porisme,  i'.  corollary,  B  3.  p  10.  166. 

Porphvirie.  ,«.  a  slab  of  porphyry  used  as 

a  mortar,  Ct  775. 
Port    (i).   8.    port,    carriage,    behaviour, 

A  6i) :  bearing-,  mien,  L.  2453. 
Port   jI  .«.  haven.  T.  i.  526,  969. 
Portatif,  atlj.  portable,  3.  53. 
Porthors.  *.  portesse.   breviaiy,   B   1321. 

From  jKyjie);  to  carry,  liors,  abroad. 
Portours,  J)?,  porters.  T.  v.  1130. 
Portreiture,  5.  drawing,  picture,  R.  82;  : 

set  of  drawings,  A  1968  ;  incturing,  HIT. 

Portreye.    r.    pourtray,    depict,    i.    Si  ; 

Portrayed,  j)/).   painted   in    fresco,    E. 

140:  full  of  pictures.  R.  1077. 
Portreying.  s.  a  picture.  A  1938, 
Pose,  s.  a  cold  in  the  head,  A  4152,  H  62. 

A.S.  ge-2>ose. 
Pose.  I  pr.  s.  put  the  case,  (will)  suppose, 

A  ii6j. 
Positif,  acJj  positive,  fixed,  A  1167. 
Positiouu,    ^.    supposition,    hjpothesis, 

B  5-  r  4-  4S. 

Posssssioners,  .«.  21I.  men  who  are  en- 
dowed, 1)  1722. 

Possessioun,  s.  givat  possessions,  wealth, 
F  080  ;  endowments,  D  1926. 

Posseth,  2»\  s.  piishetli.  ti'Sseth,  I.  2420. 

Post.  s.  support,  A  214  :  pillar,  A  800. 

Postuiii,  *.  imposthume.  abscess,  B  3.  p  4. 

Potage.  J.  bruth,  B  ^62^.  C  368. 

Potente.  *.  crutch,  K.  368 ;  staff,  D  1776. 

Potestat.  s.  potentate,  D  21117. 

Pothecarie,  *.  apothccarj-.  C  852. 

Pouche,  s.  pocket,  A  3931  ;  ^j/.  money- 
bags, A  368. 

Poudre,  s.  dust,  HF.  ^}6 ;  powder,  G  760 ; 
giinpowdcr,  HF.  1644. 

Poudred,  pP-  besprinkled,  K.  1436. 

Potidre-niarchaunt,  «.  the  name  of 
a  kind  of  spico.  A  381. 

Pounage,  s.  pannage,  swine's  food,  9.  7. 

Pound,  pi.  poiuids,  A  454. 

Pouue,  s.  pawn  at  chess,  3.  661. 

Pouusoned,  i>p.  as  adj.  stamped,  pierced, 

1  42'. 
Pounsouinge,  s.  punching  of  holes  in 

g.irmcnts,  I  41S. 
Pouped,  pt.  2>l.  blew  hard,  puffed,  B  4580 : 

2q>.  blown,  H  90. 
Poure,  ger.  to  pore,  look  closely,  A  185 ; 

to  pore  over  (it),  1!.  1640;  1  2"'.  1>L  {we) 

pore,  gaze  steadUy,  G  670, 


Poured,  j)j>.  poured.  K.  1148. 

Pouring,  .«.  pouring  (,iu).  T,  iii,  1460, 

Pous.  y.  pulse.  T.  iii.  1114. 

Poustee.  s.  power.  B  4.  p  5.  13. 

Povertee.  ,«.  poverty.  3.  410;  Poverte,  s, 
po\  erty.  T.  iv.  1520 :  Povert,  poverty, 
B.  450;  Povert,  C  441. 

Povre.  atlj.  poor,  R.  466,  A  225. 

Povre.  adj.  as  $.  poor,  hence  poverty,  10,  2. 

Povre.  adv.  poorly,  E  1043. 

Povreliche.  adj.  poorlj-,  iu  poverty.  E  213, 
1055. 

Povrely,  ndv.  in  poor  array,  A  1412. 

Povrest.  adj.  siqh'rh  poorest,  C  440,  E  205. 

Poynaunt.  adj.  pungent,  A  352,  B  4024. 

Poynt,  .«.  sharp  point,  7.  211  ;  very  object, 
aim.  A  1501  ;  point,  bit  (of  it),  part,  R. 
1236 ;  a  stop,  G  i48^> ;  «j)  j).,  on  the 
point,  T.  iv.  1 153 ;  in  j).  is,  is  on  the 
point,  is  ready,  i.  48;  /Vo  j).  to  j>.,  in 
every  point.  5.  461  ;  to  the  }).,  to  the 
point.  5.  372  ;  at  j>.  devils,  exact  at  all 
points.  R.  S30;  to  perfection,  exipiisitely, 
R.  1-M5  ;  /)?.  tags,  A  x''--- 

Poynte.  (}<'>:  to  describe,  T.  iii.  497 ;  pr, 
2>l.  stab.  E.  1058  ;  j»j).  pointed.  R.  944. 

Poyntsl.  >«.  st%le  for  writing,  D  1742. 

Practisour.  ».  i:>ractitiouer,  A  422. 

Praktike.  s.  practice,  D  1S7. 

Praye.  .t.  prey,  i.  64. 

Praye,  2>>'.  1>1.  petition,  make  suit,  I  785. 

Praying,  s.  request,  prayer,  R.  1484. 

Preamble.  6t.  1)  831. 

Preanibulacioun,  s.  preambling,  D  837. 

Precedent,  adj.  preceding,  A.  ii.  32.  4. 

Preche.  c.  preach.  A4S1,  712;  Prechestow, 
th<n\  preachest,  D  366. 

Prechour,  s.  preacher.  D  165. 

Preciousnesse,  s.  costliness.  I  446. 

Predestiuee.  s.  predestination,  T.  iv.  966. 

Predicacioun,  s^preaching,  sermon,  B 
1179. 

Preef,  s.  proof,  assertion,  D  247 ;  ex- 
perience, L.  528  a  ;  test,  proof,  O  968  ; 
the  test,  H  75. 

Prees.  s.  press,  crowd,  B  ^qj,  646  ;  the 
throng  of  courtiere,  13.  4 ;  press  of 
battle.  Q.  33  :  in  2'.,  in  the  crowd.  5.  603. 

Preesseth,  pr.  s.  throngs,  A  2580. 

Prefsctes,  ;/'''-•  prefect's,  G  369.  Lit.  ' an 
officer  of  the  i>refect's  (othcers).' 

Preferre,  pr.  s.  siihj.  precede,  take  pro- 
cedenc-e  of,  D  96. 

Preignant,  j)/'t's.  j>/.  plain,  convincing, 
T.  iv.  1179. 

Preiseu.  ger.  to  praise,  (worthy)  of  being 
praised,  R.  70  :  c.  appraise,  estimate,  11, 
1115:  prize,  esteem,  R,  1693, 
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Preiserea,  s.  pi.  praisers,  B  2367. 

Preisinge,  s.  honour,  glorj',  I  949. 

Preldt.  s.  i>ielate,  A  204. 

Premisses,  pi.  statements  laid  down. 
B  _?.  ji  10.  iji. 

Prenostik, «.  prognostic,  prognostication, 
10.  54. 

Preute,  s.  print,  D  604. 

Preuten,  <ji:i:  to  imprint,  T.  ii.  900. 

Prentis.  *.  ai)prentice,  A  4365. 

Prentishood,'  ».  appreuticesliip,  A  4400. 

Prescience,  s.  t'orcknowledgo,  A  1513. 

Prese,  'jer.  to  press  forward,  T.  i.  446; 
V.  hasten,  2.  19. 

Presence,  s.  i.  19 ;  in  pr.,  in  a  large 
assembly,  E  1207. 

Present,  mlv.  immediately,  5.  424. 

Presentarie,  adj.  ever-i)resent,  li  5.  p  6.  78. 

Presentad,  jrp.  brought,  L.  1297. 

Presenting,  *.  offering,  L.  1135. 

Presently,  udc.  at  the  present  moment, 
B  5.  p  6.  123- 

President,  s.  the  cue  who  presided  in 
parliament,  T.  iv.  213. 

Presoun,  s.  prison,  T.  iii.  380. 

Press,  s.  throng,  T.  i.   173  ;    Presse,   dat. 
iustriuneut  exercising  pressure,  A  8r  ;  i 
moukl,  A  263  ;  on  presse,  under  a  press,   I 
in  a  sui)i>resscd  state,  down,  T.  i.  559 ;  I 
press,  a  cupboard  with  shelves  (for  linen, 
&c.),  A  3212. 

Prest.  s.  priest,  B  1166. 

Prest,  adj.  ready,  prepared,  prompt,  5. 
3<j;  ;  pi.  prompt,  T.  iv.  661. 

Pretendo.  v.  attempt  to  reach,  seek 
(after;,  T.  iv.  922. 

Preterit,  s.  past  time,  B  5.  p  6.  48. 

Pretorie,  ».  the  Eomau  imiierial  body- 
guard, the  I'retorian  cohort,  B  1.  p  4.  94. 

Preve.  s.  proof,  B  4173;  experimental 
proof,  A.  ii.  23  rubric  ;  at  i>.,  (when  it 
comes;  to  the  proof,  T.  iii.  iu(j2  ;  at  p., 
in  the  proof,  T.  iv.  1659 ;  armes  jireve, 
proof  of  fighting  power,  T.  i.  470. 

Preve,  v.  prove,  C  169 ;  bide  the  test, 
G  645 ;  succeed  when  tested,  G  121  j ; 
Prevcd,  pp.  proved  to  be  so,  T.  i.  239  ; 
testecf,  O  1336 ;  approved,  E  28 ;  ex- 
emplified, E  826  ;  shewn,  F  4S1. 

Prevetee,  s.  secret  place,  recess,  T.  iv. 
iiii. 

Prevey,  adj.  secret,  B  4.  p  3.  122. 

Previdence,  «.  seeing  beforehand,  B  5. 
p  6.  131. 

Prevy,  adj.  privy,  unobserved,  3.  382  ;  not 
confidential,  HF.  285. 

Preye,  ger.  to  beseech.  T.  ii.  13(19;  to 
pray,    2.    20;     Preyde,    pt.    s.    B    391  ; 


Preyeden,  pt.  pi.  D  895  ;  Preyed,  pp.  E 

77,V 

Preys,  a.  praise,  B  3837. 

Pricasour,  «.  a  hard  rider,  A  189. 

Prighte,  pt.  s.  pricked,  F  418  i  inferior 
M.SS.  have  pighte;.  No  doubt,  the 
reading  itirjhte  in  i.  163  should  also  bti 
jiriijlite.     See  Priken. 

Priken,  v.  incite,  urge,  T.  iv.  633  ;  Prik, 
I  i>/'.  8.  spur,  rouse,  5.  389  ;  Priketh,  pr. 
s.  excites,  A  11,  1043;  spurs,  D  656; 
pricks,  aches,  D  1594 :  Prighte,  pt.  s. 
F4i8fsee  above; ;  Priked,p<.  ».  spurred, 
B  1964. 

Priking,  *.  hard  riding,  A  191,  A  2599. 

Prikke,  s.  point,  HF.  907 ;  sting,  I  468 ; 
a  small  mark,  a  peg,  A.  ii.  42.  4 :  a  dot, 
A.  ii.  5.  20 ;  piercing  stroke,  A  2606  ; 
point,  critical  condition,  B  1 19. 

Principals,  adj.  pi.  cardinal,  A.  ii.  31.  17, 

Princijtio,  in.,  in  the  beginning  (St.  John, 
i.  i;,  A  254. 

Pris,  «.  prize,  A  2241. 

Privee,  adj.  secret,  A  3295 ;  private, 
I  102  ;  intimate,  R.  600 :  closely  atten- 
dant, E  192 ;  privee  man,  private  in- 
dividual, B  2.  p  3.  77. 

Privee,  adv.  secretly,  F  531  ;  Privee  and 
apert,  secretly  and  openly,  D  1114  :  pr. 
n««j'.,  neithersecretly  nor  openly,  D  1 136. 

Privee,  s.  privj',  C  527,  E  1954. 

Prively,  adv.  secretly,  A  652 ;  nnper- 
ceived,  K.  784. 

Privetee,  «.  privacy,  E.  1294;  secrecy, 
B  548;  secrets,  secret,  D  531,  542,  1637; 
private  affairs,  A  141 1  ;  private  apart- 
ment, A  4334  ;  privy  parts,  B  3905. 

Privy,  adj.  secret,  L.  1267,  1780. 

Proces,  s.  i^rocess,  B  2665  ;  proceeding, 
F  1345  ;  process  of  time,  F  829  ;  argu- 
ment, B  3.  11  10.  62  ;  matter,  T.  ii.  485 ; 
L.  1914  :  storj',  HF.  251  ;  occurrence  of 
events,  B  351 1 ;  dat.  course  (of  time;,  3. 

Procutour,  used  for  Procurator,  proctor, 

D  1596. 
Proeve,  s.  proof,  B  5.  p  4.  83. 
Proeve,  i  pr.  a.  approve,  B  5.  p  3.   28 ; 

pr.  s.  shews,  B  2.  m  i.  17. 
Professioun,   s.   iirofessiou  of   religion, 

D  192^  ;  oath  of  profession  fas  a  monk), 

B  1345- 
ProferestO'w,  dost  thou  offer,  T.  iii.  1461. 
Profre,  .^.  offer,  L.  2079. 
Proheme.  s.  proem,  prologue,  E  43. 
Prolacionns,  s.  pi.  utterances,  B  2.  p  i.  5a 
Prolle.    2    pr.    pi.   prowl   aboitt,   seeirch 

■widely,  G  14x2. 
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Pronoiinced.  ))p.  announced,  T.  iv.  213. 
Proporcionables,  adj.  pi.  proportional, 

B  3.  ni  o.  JO. 
Proporcioned.  pp.  made  in  proportion, 

F  I0-^ 
Proporcionels,  .«.  pi.  proportional  parts, 

Propre,  adj.  own,  T.  iv.  83  ;  especial,  B 
J 1 75;  peculiar,  D  103;  well-grown,  A 
^972  :  well-made,  A  3345 ;  comely,  A  436H  : 
handsome,  C  309  ;  Propres,  pi.  own,  B 
I.  m  6.  20  :  of  propre  kinde,  by  their  i>wn 
natural  bent,  F  Okj. 

Proprely.  'idr.  fitly,  A  1549;  literally,  I 
-•St  ;   natnrallv.  D  1191  :   appropriately, 

A>20. 

Propretee,  s.  peculiarity,  10.  69  ;  charac- 
teristic, B  2364  ;  peculiar  possession,  T. 
iv.  392, 

Prose,  V.  write  in  prose,  16.  41. 

Prospectyves,  s.  pi.  perspective-glasses, 
lenses,  F  234.  Chaucer  here  makes  the 
usual  distinction  between  reflecting 
mirrors  and  refracting  lenses. 

Prospre,  adj.  prosperous ;  pronpre  for- 
txnt's.  well-being.  B  i.  p  4.  62. 

Protastacioun,  .■>■.  protest,  A  3137. 

Prove,  V.  test,  A.  ii.  3},,  rubric  ;  Proveth, 
pr.  .-.  proves.  F  455. 

Proverbed.  j>j>.  said  in  proverbs,  T.  iii. 

-^93- 

Provost,  .<.  prefect,  B  i.  p  4.  64  ;  chief 
magistrate,  B  i8o«), 

Provostrie,  s.  praetorship,  B  3.  p  4.  90. 

Prow,  »■.  profit,  advantage,  B  1598,4140, 
0  300,  G  609, 

Prowesse,  s.  prowess,  T,  i.  438 ;  excel- 
lence, I)  1129  ;  profit,  B  4.  p  3.  71. 

Proyneth.  pr.  s.  prunes,  i.e.  trims,  makes 
liimself  I  neat,  E  201 1.     O.F.  proigner. 

Prydelees,  adj.  without  pride,  6.  29. 

Prye,  </i:r.  to  i>ry,  peer,  T.  ii.  404  ;  to  gaze, 
A  3458;  V.  spy,  T.  ii,  1710. 

Pryme,  i>.  prime  (of  day),  usually  9  .\.m.. 
A  2189,  2576,  3554  ;  fully  j>r.,  the  end  of 
the  first  period  of  the  day  (from  6  a.,m. 
t09  .\.M.  t,  B2015  ;  pc.  larrje.  past  9  o'clock, 
F  360 ;  p«*(«i:i  pr.,  past  9  o'clock,  D  1476 ; 
half  way  prijme,  half  way  between  6  and 
9  A, If.,  half-past  seven,  A  39f)6. 

Prjrme  face,  s.  the  first  glance,  T.  iii.  919. 

Prymerole,  •?.  primrose,  A  3268. 

Prye,  .s.  price,  value,  R.  1134;  worth,  ex- 
cellence, F911  ;  prai.so,  E  1026;  e.steem, 
P  934 ;  glory,  L.  2534 ;  reputation,  D 
ii,S2  ;  renown.  \  67,  237  ;  prize,  I  355. 

Pryse.  yer.  to  esteem,  to  be  esteemed,  R. 

8«7. 


Pryved,  pp.  deprived,  exiled,  i.  146. 
Pryvee,  adj.  secret,  A  24()o. 
Puffen,  (jer.  to  blow  hard,  HF.  i8<x>. 
Pulle,  .S-.  a  bout  at  wrestling,  a  throw, 

5.  .04. 
Pulle,  V.  pluck,  T.  i.  210;  to  draw,  T.  ii. 

657  ;  pidle  a  fnche,  pluck  a  finch,  cheat 

a  novice,  A  652  ;  aptdled  hen,  a  plucked 

hen,  A  177. 
Pnltrye,  •<.  poultry,  .\  508. 
Puplissheu,  pr.  pi.  rejl.  ate  propagated, 

B  3.  p  II.  135, 
Purchacen,  ijer.  to  procure,   acquire,   T 

742,    1066 ;    gain,    I   1080 ;    win,    2 1.    19 ; 

buy,   A  6<>8  ;   pr.  pi.   promote,    B  28711 ; 

imp.  8.   3  x>-  msy  (He)  provide,  B  87:^ ; 

Purcliace,  imp.  pi.  provide  (for  yourself ', 

T.  ii.  1 1 25. 
Purehas,  .".  proceeds,  gifts  acquired,  A 

256 ;  gain,  D  1451,  1530. 
Purchasing,    .■*.    conveyancing,    A  320 ; 

acquisition  of  property,  D  1449. 
Purchasour,  s.  conveyancer,  A  318, 
Pure,  adj.  very  (lit.  pure),  A  1279;  utter, 

3.  1209  ;  the  p.  det.h,  death  itself,  3.  583. 
Pure,  adv.  purely,  3.  loio, 
Pured,  j>p-  <"■*  <^j-  pitre,  F  1560 ;  very  fine, 

B  .4,3- 
Purfiled,  pp.  ornamented  at  the  edge, 

trimmed,  A  103. 
Purgacioun,  ,s.  dischai-ge,  D  120. 
Purgen,   yer.   to  imrge,    B  4143;    2)t.   •«. 

expiated,  B  4.  m  7.  4  (Lat.  piauit) ;  pp^ 

cleansed  (by  baptism),  Gr  181. 
Purpos,  s.  purpose,  R.    1140;   design,   A 

1084  ;  to  piirpos,  to  the  subject,  5.  26  ;  it 

cam  him  to  p.,  he  purposed,  F  6i.)6. 
Purposen,  v.  purpose.  I  87 ;  pr.  pi.  pr'> 

pose,  T.  iv.  1350. 
Purpre.  adj.  purple,  T.  iv.  869. 
Purpre,.s-.  puiide,  R.  1071 ;  purple  raiment, 

1  93.^ 
Purs,  .9.  purse,  A  656. 
Pursevauntes,  s.  pi.   piirsuivants,  HF. 

13-"'- 
Pursuit,    .9.    continuance,    perseverance, 

T.  ii.  959  ;  continuance  in  pursuit,  T,  ii. 

1744  ;  apijcal  to  prosecute,  D  890, 
Purtreye,  c.  draw,  A  96 ;  pt.  s.  E  i(j<>x 
Purtreyour,  .•*.  draughtsman,  A  1899. 
Purveyable,  adj.  with  provident  care, 

B  3.  m  2.  5. 
Purveyaunce,  s.  providence,  A  1252,  KJft"; 

foresiglit,  D  566,  570  ;  equipment,  B  247  ; 

provision,  A  3566,  F  904  ;  pre-ai-rangc- 

ment,  T.  iii.  .533  ;  ntdo  his  p.,  to  provide 

himself  with  necessaries,  L.  1.561. 
Purveyen,  '.•.  provide,  B  2532  ;  pr.  s.  fore- 
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sees,  T.  iv.  1066 :  p.  of,  provided  with, 
D  501. 

Purveyinge,  s.  providence,  T.  iv.  c)86. 

Put,  a.  pit,  T.  iv.  1540. 

Puterie,  s.  prostitution,  I  886. 

Putours,  s.  pi.  pimps,  procurers.  I  886. 

Putteu,  i:  put,  lay,  7.  344 ;  v.  suppose.  B 
2667  ;  Put,  pr.  a.  piTts,  I  142  ;  Put  him. 
puts  himself,  L.  652 ;  Putte.  p^  s.  B 
1630  ;  set,  L.  675  ;  p.  uj>,  put  away,  2.  54. 

Pye,  8.  magpie,  A  3950,  B  1399. 

Pye,  3.  pie,  pasty,  A  384. 

Pyk,  8.  pike  (fish),  12.  17. 

Pyke,  c.  ( 1 )  peep,  T.  iii.  60 ;  f/er.  {2)  to 
pick  at,  T.  ii.  1274  ;  pi:  8.  (3)  makes  (him- 
self) tidy  or  smooth,  E  2011. 

Pykepurs,  s.  pick-purse,  A  1998. 

Pyled,  pj>.  peeled,  hare,  bald.  A  4306. 

Pyn,  the  pin  which  passes  throug:h  the 
central  hole  in  the  Astrolabe  and  its 
plates,  A.  i.  14.  i. 

Pyn,  *.  pine-tree,  E.  1379. 

Pyne,  *.  paiA,  torment,  T.  v.  6  :  hurt,  5. 
335  ;  toil,  HF.  147  ;  place  of  torment, 
HF.  1512;  suffering,  A  1324,2382;  woe, 
torment,  B  ^420;  the  passion,  B  2126. 
A.  S.  j>7n. 

Tyne,  ger.  to  torture,  A  1746  :  pr.  s.  pines 
away,  7.  205 ;  grieves,  bemoans,  I  85 ; 
j>p.  examined  by  torture,  B  4249. 

Pype,  s.  pipe,  musical  instrument.  B  2005; 
i)l.  pipes,  tubes,  A  2752. 

Pypen,  v.  pipe,  whistle,  A  1838  ;  play  on 
the  bag-pipe,  A  3927 ;  Pj^pe,  make  a 
piping  noise,  T.  v.  1433  ;  play  upon  a 
pipe,  A  3876;  pp.  faintly  uttered,  HF. 
yS5;pres.j)t.  piping  (hot),  hissing.  A  3370. 

Pyrie.  *.  pear-tree,  E  2217,  2325.  A.  S. 
pynge. 


Quaad,  adj.  evil  (Flemish),  A  4357  ;  Quad, 
bad,  B  1628.     Du.  ktcaad. 

Quaille.  s.  ijtaail,  E  1206. 

Quake,  i:  tremble,  shiver,  E.  462  ;  quake. 
A  3614  ;  shake,  T.  iii.  542  ;  Quook,  j)t.  v. 
quaked,  A  1576,  1762  :  Quaked,  pp.  B 
3831  ;  Quaketh,  imp.  pi.  ijuake,  fear.  T. 
ii.  302. 

Quaking,  s.  fear,  7.  214. 

Quakke,  s.  a  state  of  hoarseness.  A  4152. 

Qualm.  .*.  pestilence,  A  2014  :  evil,  plague, 
E.  357  ;  foi'ebodmg  of  death.  T.  v.  382. 

Quappe,  c.  heave,  toss  ilit.  shako,  pal- 
pitate), L.  1767  ;  beat  rejieatedlj',  L.  865  ; 
palpitate,  T.  iii.  57. 

Quarter-night,  the  time  when  a  fourth 
part  of  the  night  is  gone,  9  r.  m..  A  3516. 


Quayles,  gen.  pi.  quails,  5.  339. 

Queinte,  adj.  curious,  B  1426. 

Quek  !  inf.  quack  I  5.  499,  594. 

Quelle,  V.  kill,  C  854  ;  pr.  pi.  strike,  T.  iv 
46. 

Queme,  ?;.  please,  T.  695 ;  pr.  pi.  sub- 
sei ■^■e.  T.  ii.  803. 

Quenche,  c.  put  a  stop  to,  T.  iii.  846  :  be 
quenched,  I  341  ;  Quejnite,  pf.  j«.  was 
quenched,  A  2334.  2337  ;  Queynt,  pp.  ex- 
tinguished, A  2321,  2336. 

Quene.  s.  queen,  E.  1266. 

Querele,  s.  quarrel,  I  618;  pi.  complaints, 
B  3.  p  3.  07. 

Quern.  .<.  haiul-mill,  9.  6 :  d^it.  B  3264. 

Questemongeres,  s.  pi.  questmen,  jm-j-- 
men,  I  797. 

Qtiestio,  quid  iiirig,  the  question  is,  how 
stands  the  law,  A  647. 

Questioun.  »•.  dispute.  A  2514  ;  problem, 
D  2223. 

Queynt,  adj.  strange,  3.  1330;  curious, 
dainty,  E.  65  ;  adonied,  B.  1435  ;  well- 
devised,  HF.  228  ;  neat,  E.  98  ;  sly,  A 
3275  ;  ctiriously  contrived,  HF.  126  ;  F 
234  ;  hard  to  understand.  3.  531  ;  grace- 
ful, E.  610. 

Queynte,  adi:  artfully,  HF.  245. 

Queynte,"  «.  pudendum,  A  3276,-  D  332, 
444- 

Queynte  liche.  adv.  curiously,  cunningly, 
HF.  1923  ]  daiutilj-,  E.  ^6g  ;  strangelv, 
E.  783. 

Queyntise,  s.  finerj',  I  932  ;  art,  I  733 ; 
ornament,  E.  84a 

Qui  cum  pat  re,  D  1734,  I  1092.  The  for- 
mula used  at  the  end  of  n  sermon. 

Qui  la,  who"s  there?  B  1404. 

Quik.  adj.  alive.  F  1336;  lively,  A  306; 
ready,  I  658. 

Quiken,  i:  quicken,  revive,  T.  i.  443  ;  ger. 
to  grow,  T.  i.  295 ;  to  make  alive,  quicken, 
G481 ;  ger.  to  take  life,  burst  forth,  HF. 
207S  ;  j>f.  s.  burst  into  flame,  A  2335 ; 
pp.  endowed  v.ith  life,  F  1050. 

Quikkest,  adj.  svperl.  liveliest,  busiest, 
F  1502. 

Qxtiknesse,  s.  life,  3.  26. 

Quinible,  ■«.  shrill  treble.  A  3332. 

Quirboilly,  .*.  boiled  leather,  B  2065. 

Quis^in,  s.  cushion,  T.  ii.  1229 

Quistroun,  .■-•.  scullion,  kitchen-drudge, 
E.  886.    O.F.  roi.'ytrvn. 

Quit,  -te  ;  see  Quyte, 

Quitly,  adi:  freely,  wholly,  A  1792. 

Quod,  pt.  ,«.  said,  A  1234. 

Quoniam.  pudendum,  D  608. 

Quook,  2>t.  s.  n/ Quake. 
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Quyte,  V.  requite,  reward,  repay,  recom- 
pense, give  in  return,  E.  1542;  5.  112  ; 
10.  75  ;  HF.  670  ;  free,  ransom,  A  10.^2  ; 
ger.  to  remove,  free,  7.  263 ;  qiiyfe  tinth, 
to  requyte  ■\vitli,  A  3119;  hir  cost  for  ] 
to  quyte,  to  pay  for  her  expenses,  B 
3564  ;  qiiijte  hir  whijlc,  repay  her  time, 
i.  e.  her  trotible,  B  584  ;  2>t-  s.  repaid,  E.  ■ 
1526  ;  2'*-  J^^  released,  T.  iv.  205  ;  Quit, 
i>2).  rewarded,  requited,  HF.  1614  ;  set 
free,  G-  66  ;  discharged,  quit,  F  1758  :  as 
adj.  free,  F  1534. 

R. 

Haa,  s.  roe  (Northern  1,  A  4086. 

Kaby,  Eabbi,  D  218;. 

Rad,  -de  ;  see  Rede. 

Radevore,  s.  piece  of  tapestry,  L.  2352. 

Froni  F.  ras  de   Vore,  serge  from  La 

Vaur. 
Rafles,  s.  j'J-  raffles,  I  793. 
Raft,  -3  ;  see  Reve. 
Rage,  s.  passion, E.  1613  ;  craving,  E.  1657; 

madness,  3.  731  ;  L.  599 :  violent  grief, 

F  836  ;  violent  rush,  fierce  blast,  A  1985. 
Rage,  r.  romp,  tov  wantonlv.  A  2-7,  327^, 

395«. 
Ragerye,  s.  wantonness.  E  1847  ;  passion, 

I>  45.V 

Raked,  2^j).  raked,  B  3323.  Literally,  the 
sentence  is — '  Amongst  hot  coals  he  hath 
raked  himself  ;  the  sense  is,  of  course, 
'  he  hath  raked  hot  coals  around  him- 
self.' 

Rakel,  adj.  rash,  T.  i.  1067 ;  hasty,  T.  iii. 

1437- 

Rakelnesse,  s.  rashness,  H  283. 

Rake-stsle,  s.  handle  of  a  rake,  D  949. 
See  Stele, 

Raket,  s,  the  game  of  rackets,  T,  iv.  460. 

Rakle,  v.  beha\e  rashly,  T.  iii.  1642. 

Ram,  s.  ram,  L.  1427  ;  (as  prize  at  a  wrest- 
ling-match), A  548  ;  Aries,  the  first  sign 
in  the  zodiac,  A  8. 

Rammish,  adj.  ramlike,  strong-scented, 
G  887. 

Rampeth,  2>r.  s.  ^lit.  rami)S,  romps,  rears, 
hut  here)  rages,  acts  with  violence,  B 
3094.  We  should  now  say — '  She  flies 
in  my  iace.' 

Rancour,  s.  iU-feeliug,  ill-will,  mance,  K. 
1261. 

Rausaked,  2^t.  s.  ransacked,  came  search- 
ing out,  4.  28. 

Rape,  8.  haste,  8.  7.     Icel.  hrap. 

Rape,  V.  ;  in  phrase  ra2'e  and  renne,  cor- 
rupted from  an  older  phrase  repen  and 
rinen   (A,  S.    hreinan   and  Jirman),   i.e.  | 


handle  and  touch,  clutch  and  seize,  G 
'      1422, 

Rascaille,  s.  mob,  T.  v.  1853. 
Rated,    jjy;,    reproved,    scolded,   A   3463. 

Short  for  arated,  variant  of  aretted  ;  see 

Arette. 
Rathe,  adv.  soon,  HF.  2139  !  early,  A  3768. 
Rather,  adj.  conq).  former,  T.  iii.  1337. 
Rather,   adv.    sooner,   3,  562 ;    more  wil- 
lingly, A  487  ;  the  r.,  the  sooner,  2.  82. 
Raughte  :  see  Reche. 
Raunson,  s.  ransom,  A  1024, 
Rave,  2  j)r.  j)?.  are  mad,  T.  ii.  116. 
Raven,  s.  the  constellation  Corvus,  HF. 

1004, 
Ravines,  s.  xil.  rapines,  thefts,  I  793, 
Ravinour,  s.  pliihderer,  B  4.  p  3.  117. 
Ravisshe,  v.  snatch  away,  B  2.  m  7.  32  ; 

go  ?•.,  go  and  ravish,  T.  iv.  530  ;  2W-  rapt, 

E   1750;    overjoyed,   F  547;   2^'i'>'t.  pres. 

snatching  away,  B  4.  m  6.  39. 
Ravisshing,  adj.  swift,  violent,  B  i,  m.  5, 

4  ;  enchanting,  5.  198  ;  destroying,  B  i, 

m  5.  60  (Lat.  rapidos). 
Ravyne,  s.  ravening,  greediness,  5,  336 : 

raviu,  prey,  5.   323  ;  Eavines,  thefts,  I 

793,     O.F.  ravine,  L.  r(i2)ina. 
Ravysedest.  2  j).  s.  p<.  didst  draw  (^dowu), 

B  1659. 
Rayed,  2>p.  striped,  3.  252. 
Real,  adj.  royal,  regaj,  T.  iii.  1534  :  L.  214, 

284,  1605. 
Realtee,  s.  royalty,  sovereign  power,  10. 

60. 
Reaume,  s.  realm,  kingdom,  L  209!. 
Rebekke,  s.  old  woman,  dame,  D  1573. 
Rebel,  adj.  rebellious,  A  833,  3046. 
Rebelling,  s.  rebellitm,  A  2459. 
Reboimde,  v.  retiaru,  T.  iv.  i666. 
Rebuked,  2>2^.  snubbed,  I  444. 
Recche  (i),  v.  reck,  care,  heed,  5.  593;  is 

nought  to  r.,  no  matter  for,  T.  ii.  434; 

2>i:  s.  recks,  cares,  A  2397  ;  Eecche  of  it, 

care  for  it,  2>i:  1>I.  F  71  ;  it  recche,  2^^'-  »• 

subj.  may  care  for  it,  T.  iv.  630 ;  Boghte, 

2)t.  s.   recked,  cared,  regarded,  3.  887 ; 

imx>era.  he  oared,  L.  605  ;  Eoughte,  2>f.  s, 

recked,  cared,  T.  i.  496. 
Recche  (2),  2"'.  s.  subj.  inteviiret,  expoimd, 

B  4086, 
Recchelees,  adj.  careless,    reckless,   E. 

340  ;  regardless,  HF.  668. 
Recchelesuesse,   s.  recklessness,  I  m, 

611. 
Receit,  s.  receipt,  i.  e.  recipe  for  making 

a  mixture,  G  1353. 
Rechased,  2'P-  headed  l)ack,  3.  370. 
Reche,  r.  reach,  give,  hand  ovqt,  3.  74; 
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Raughte,  pt.  g.  reached,  A  3696  ;  reached 
lip  to,  A  J915  ;  readied  (out,  or  forward  >, 
A  136  ;  procccde<l,  T.  ii.  446 ;  Reighte, 
pt.  ,«.  reached,  touched,  HF.  1374. 

KeclaiiTiing,  s.  enticement,  L.  1371. 

Reclayme,  v.  reclaim  (as  a  hawk  by 
a  lure\  i.  c.  check,  H  ■jj. 

Recoraaunde,  v.  recommend,  T.  ii.  1070. 

Recomende,  gcr.  to  commit,  G  544. 

Recomforte,  ger.  to  comfort  again,  T.  ii. 
167^. 

Recompensacioun,  *.  recompense,  HF. 
665. 

Reconciled,  pp.  re-consecrated,  I  965. 

Reconforte,  r.  comfort  again,  A  2852,  B 
J 168. 

Record,  s.  ^-eport,    D   2049  i   testimony, 

3-  934- 
Recorde,   v.  witness,  bear   in   niind,  A 

1745;  remember,  T.  v.  445;  (to)  record, 

recording,  5.  609  ;  Recorde,  i  p>'.  s.  bring 

(it)  to  your  remembrance,  A  829. 
Reeours,  s.  recourse,  B  2632  ;  resort,  T.  ii. 

1352  ;  icol  have  my  r.,  will  return,  F  75  ; 

2)1.  orbits,  B  1.  m  2.  14. 
Recovere,  i\  regain,  T.  iv.  406. 
Recoverer,  s.  recovery,  22.  3.     O.  F.  re- 

covrkr,  recoverer. 
Reddoiir,  s.  violence,  vehemence,  10.  13. 
Rede,  v,  read,  A  709  ;   advise,  coiuisel,  L. 

2217;    interpret,   3.    279;     Eet,    pr,   s. 

advises,  T.  ii.  413  ;  Eedeth,p/'.  s.  advises, 

T.  iv.  573  ;   Kedde,  pt.  s.  read,  D  714, 

721 ;    interpreted,  3.  281 ;    Eadde,  pf.  s. 

read,  T.  ii.  1085  ;  D  791  ;  advised,  5.  579  ; 

Eed,  2U>-  read,  3.  224  ;   Bad,  2}p-  read,  B 

43"- 
Rede,  daf.  coimsel,  T.  iv.  679 ;  see  Reed. 
Rede,  adj.  led ;  see  Reed. 
Rede,  adj.  made  of  reed  ;    referring  to 

a  musical  instrument   in    which   the 

sound  was  produced  by  the  vibration  of 

a  reed,  HF,  1221. 
Rede,  «.  red  (i.  e.  gold\  T.  iii.  1384;   the 

blood,  B  356 ;  rc(.l  wine,  C  526,  562. 
Redelees,    adj.   without    counsel ;    not 

knowing  which  way  to  turn,  2.  27. 
Redely,  udc.   soon,   HF.    1392 ;    readil3', 

truly,  HF.  1127. 
Redoiite,  i:  fear,  B  i.  p  3,  21. 
Redoutinge,  s.  i-everence,  A  2050. 
Redresseth,  pr.  s.  amends,  I  1039  ;  pr.  pi. 

reji.  erect  (themselves)  again,  rise  again, 

T.  ii.  969  ;   Redressed,  p^  s.  reasserted, 

vindicated,  F.  1436 ;   Eedresse,   imp.  s. 

reform,  i.  129 ;    Redressed,  2'>P-  roused. 

B  4,  p  2.  139. 
Beducen,  i:  sum  up,  B  3.  p  8.  61. 


Redy,  ndj.  ready,  A  21,  352  ;  dressed,  P 
387  ;  at  ]ian<l,  2.  104. 

Reed,  s.  counsel,  advice,  plan,  A  1216, 
35-7 ;  profit,  help,  remedy,  3.  203 ; 
counsel,  atlviser,  A  665  ;  /  can  no  n, 
I  know  not  wliat  to  ilo,  3.  1187  ;  without 
reed,  helpless,  3.  587 ;  to  rede,  for  a 
counsel ;  best  to  rede,  best  for  a  counsel, 
best  to  do,  T.  iv.  679  (not  a  verb). 

Reed,  adj.  red,  A  153 ;  (of  tlie  com- 
plexion >,  3.  470 ;  Rede,  adj.  def.  red, 
A  9^7  ;  imlef.  (rare),  L.  2589;  Rede,  pi. 
..  89. 

Reed,  s.  redness,  L.  533. 

Reed.  //op.  *.  read,  H  344. 

Reednesse,  s.  redness,  G  '*>97. 

Rees,  .y,  great  haste,  T.  iv.  350. 

Refect,  i>2^-  restored,  B  4.  p  6.  414. 

Refere,  v.  return,  T,  i.  266  ;  Referred,  2^P- 
broiight  back,  B  3,  p  10.  180. 

Refiguringe,  p*'<?«.  p<.  reproducing,  T.  v. 
473. 

Refreininge,  s.  refrain,  burden,  R,  749. 

Refreyden,  v.  grow  cold,  T.  v.  507; 
Refrc-yd,  cooled  down,  12.  31. 

Refreyn,  s.  refrain,  T.  ii.  1571. 

Refreyne,  >:.  In-idle,  curb,  I  385. 

Refresshinge,  .«.  renewing,  I  78. 

Reft,  -e  ;  see  Reve. 

Ref us,  2)p,  as  adj.  refused,  rejected,  T.  i.  5701 

Refut,  s.  place  of  refuge,  refuge,  i.  14  ; 
safety,  i.  i^. 

Regals.  pi.  royid  attributes,  L.  2128. 

Regalye,  s.  rule,  authority,  2.  65. 

Regard ;  to  the  r.  of,  in  comparison 
with,  B  2.  p  7.  126 ;  at  r.  of,  5.  58. 

Registre,  s.  narrative,  A  2812. 

Regne,  s.  kingdom,  dominion,  realm,  A 
S66  ;  dominion,  rule,  A  1624. 

Regnen,  p;\  p?.  reign,  4.  50. 

Reherce,  c.  rehearse,  repeat  with  exacti- 
tude, A  732  ;  ger.  to  enumerate,  I  239; 
recount,  B  89. 

Rehersaille,  .■?.  enumeration,  G  852. 

Rehersing,  s.  rehearsal,  A  lOso;  recital, 
L.  11 85. 

Reighte,  p^  a  reached,  touched,  HP. 
1374.     Vt.  t.  oi  reche. 

Reines,  s.  pi.  rain-storms,  HF.  967. 

Rejoye,  v.  rejoice,  T.  v.  395. 

Rejoyse,  ger.  to  make  rejoice,  i.  101  ;  feel 
glad,  T.  V.  1165. 

Rekene,  ger.  to  reckon,  A  401. 

Rekening,  s.  reckoning,  account,  3.  699 ; 
A  6cK-), 

Reketh,  pr.  s.  reeks,  smokes,  L.  2612. 

Rekever,  1  pr.  s.  (for  fid>ii-e\  (I)  shall 
retrieve,  do  away,  HF.  354. 
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Rekke,  i  ijr.  s.  care,  C  405.  E  1090  ;  pi:  a. 

iiiijxrif.    (it)   rocks   vliim),    lie  cares,  L. 

365  j  yoic  1:,  you  reck.  7.   .,0} ;   u-hat  r, 

lilt',  -what  do  I  care,  D  53. 
Rekue,  v.  reckon  (also  1  pr.  s.),  A  19,?,^ 
Relayes,  s.  pi.  fresh  sets  of  hounds,  re- 
serve packs,  3.  362. 
Relees,  «.  release,  i.  3  :   ceasing  ;    out  of 

rclccs,  Asitliout  ceasing,  G-  46. 
Helente,  r.  melt,  G-  1278. 
Selesedest,    2   ])t.   s.    forgavest,    I   309 ; 

Ivelessed,  jA.  s.  forgave.  B  3367. 
Relesing,  s.  remission,  I  1026. 
Releve,  f/cr.  to  raise  up,  relieve,   T.  v, 

1042  ;  x>P-  restored,  I  945  ;  Releved,  pp. 

revived,  L.   128;   recompensed,  A  4182  : 

made  rich  again,  G-  872. 
Relevinge,  s.  remedy,  I  804. 
Religioun,  s.  religion,  A  477  ;    state  of 

religion,  life  of  a  nun,  B.   429  :    a  re- 
ligious  order,    B    3134 :     the   religious 

orders,  B  3144. 
Religious,  adj.  belonging  to  a  religious 

order,   B   3150;    devoted  to  a  religious 

order,  T.  ii.  7^9  ;   as  s..  a  monk  or  ni\n, 

I  891. 
Relik,  s.  relic,  L.  321. 
Reme,  s.  realm,  B  1306. 
Remede,  s.  remedy,  T.  i.  661. 
Remedies,  j3?.  (Ovid's;  Kemedia  Amoris, 

3.  568. 
Reniembre,  v.  remember,  I  135  ;  jn:  pA. 

remind,  F  1243  ;   pr.   s.   recurs   to  the 

mind,    4.     150 ;      Eemembringe     him, 

calling  to  remembrance,  T.  ii.  72. 
Remenant,  s.  remainder,  rest,  A  888. 
Remeve,  v.  remove,  T.  i.  691. 
Remorde,  pr.  s.  sithj.  cause  (you)  remorse, 

T.    iv.     1491  ;    pr.    s.    vexes,    i>lagues, 

troubles,  B  4.  p  6.  293. 
Remors,  s.  remorse,  T.  i.  554. 
Remounted,  2U>-  comforted,  B  3.  p  i.  9. 
Remuable  (i),  adj.  changeable,  variable, 

T.  iv.  1082. 
Remuable   (2),   a<lj.   capable   of  motion 

(Lat.  mohilibiis),  B  5.  p  5.  37. 
Remuen,  v.  remove,  B  2..  p  6.  55.     (Lat. 

ainouehi«.) 
Ren,  s.  run,  A  4079. 
Renably,  adv.  reasonably.  I)  15110. 
Reude,  v.  rend,  T.  iv.   1493 ;    Kent,  pir.  s. 

rends,  tears,  L.  646  a  ;  Kente,  lit.  s.  tore, 

A  990. 
Rending,  s.  tearing,  A  2834. 
Renegat,  «.  renegade,  apostate,  B  932. 
Reneye,  v.   denj-,  renounce,   abjure,    B 

.^76,  37.=;'- 
Reneyinge,  s.  denying,  I  793. 


Renged.  jtp.  ranged,  placed  in  rows,  E. 
1380. 

Renges.  p?.  ranks,  A  2594. 

Renue  (i),  v.  run,  I  721;  r/er.  A  3890; 
jh:  s.  i-uns.  D  76 ;  is  current,  E  1986 ; 
approaches  quickly,  T.  ii.  1754;  goes 
easily,  A.  i.  2.  i  ;  arises,  L.  503  ;  spreads, 
L.  1423  ;  renneth  .for,  runs  in  favour  of, 
B  125 ;  Ronnen,  2>t-  pJ-  ran,  A  2925, 
3827  :  Eonnen,  pjj.  ad\-anced,  lit.  run, 
E.  320 ;  is  r.,  has  run,  has  found  its 
way  (into),  HF.  1644. 

Renne  12),  r. ;  onl;/  in  the  pihrase.  rape 
and  renne,  G  1422.     See  Rape. 

Renomed,  pp.  renowned.  B  3.  p  2.  124. 

Renomee.  s.  lenown,  L.  1513. 

Renoun,  *.  renown,  fame,  2^  88. 

Renovelances,  s.  pL  renewals,  HF.  6<)t,. 

Renovelle,  v.  renew,  B  3035 ;  are  re- 
newed, I  1027. 

Rente,  s.  revenue,  income,  A  256 ;  pay- 
ment, tribute,  3.  765  ;  to  r.,  as  a  tribute, 
T.  ii.  830. 

Repair,  «.  resort,  repairing,  B  1211,  I> 
1224.  ■ 

Repaire,  ger.  to  go  home,  B  1516 :  to 
repair,  find  a  home,  T.  iii.  5 ;  to  go 
back  (to),  HF.  755  ;  v.  return,  F  589. 

Reparaciouns,  2>l-  reparations,  makings 
up,  HF.  088. 

Repentaunce,  .f.  i^enitence,  A  1776. 

Repentaunt,  adj.  penitent,  A  228. 

Repenting,  s.  repentance,  L.  147. 

Repeyre.  r.  repair,  return,  T.  v.  1571. 

Repleccioun,  a.  repletion,  B  4027. 

Repleet,  adj.  replete,  full,  B  4147. 

Replenissed,  pji.  filled,  I  1079. 

Replicacioun,  s.  reply,  A  1846  ;  involu- 
tion, B  3.  p  12.  170. 

Replye,  v.  object,  E  1609. 

Reporte,  r.  relate,  tell,  C  438. 

Reportour,  s.  rejiorter,  A  814.  (The  host 
is  so  called  because  he  receives  and 
remembers  the  tales :  they  were  all 
addressed  to  him  in  particular.  Thus 
'  reporter  '  has  here  almost  the  sense  of 
'  umpire.') 

Reprehencioun,  .9.  reproof,  T.  i.  684. 

Roprehende,  r.  reproach,  T.  i.  510;  pr.pl. 
blame,  criticise,  B  3.  p  12.  134. 

Repressed,  pp.  kept  under,  L.  2591. 

Reprevable,  adj.  reprehensible,  C  632  ; 
r.  to.,  likel.^■  to  cast  a  slur  on,  15.  24. 

Repreve,  *.  reproof,  B  2413;  shame,  C 
505  ;  reproach,  E  2206. 

Repreve,  v.  reproach,  F  1537;  reprove,  H 
70. 

Reproved,  p>p.  as  adj.  blamed,  accused, 
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K.  1 135;  Reproeved,  iq).  stultifieil,  B  -•. 
l>  6.  127. 

Repugnen,  (jer.  to  be  repugmvnt  (to/,  B 
5-  1'  ?•  6. 

Requerable,  odj.  desirable,  B  2.  p  6.  ^j. 

Requeren,  i-.  enti-fat,  sock,  B  292-  ;  -usk, 
1>  ii>5J  ;  ^j;;.  necrssitated,  T.  iii.  405. 

Resalgar,  *.  realgar,  G  814.  '■  KeaUjur,  a 
ii^iiibination  of  sulphur  and  arsoiiic,  oC 
a  brilliant  red  colour  as  existing  in 
natiii'o  ;  red  oi-^iiineut ' ;  Webster. 

Resceived.  pp.  receiveil ;  wel  resceived, 
fa\oai-ably  situated  with  respect  to 
other  planets,  &c.  ;  A.  ii.  4.  51. 

Rescous,  8.  a  rescue,  help,  T.  iii.  124-' :  A 

Re.scowe,  v.  (to)  rescue,  save,  T.  iii.  1857  ; 
rescue,  T.  v.  231. 

Rescowinge,  ».  rescuing,  I  805. 

Rese,  'jer.  to  shake,  A  1986. 

Resemblable,  adj.  alike,  K.  985. 

Rs.solven,  j»'.  j>/.  flow  out,  B  5.  m  i.  i  ; 
Kesohei.1,  i>p.  dissolved,  melted,  B  2.  p  7. 
164. 

Resonable,  udj.  talkative,  3.  534. 

Resort,  *.  resource,  T.  iii.  134. 

ResouD,  s.  reason,  right,  A  37,  847; 
argument,  speech,  sentence,  T.  i.  796. 

Resouneth,  j>r.  s.  resounds,  A  1278. 

Rasport,  s.  regard,  T.  iv.  86,  850. 

Respyt,  s.  delay,  B  948  ;  respite,  delay, 
reprieve,  G-  543  ;  v:itlioute  more  rcspijf, 
without  delay,  forthwith,  K.  1488  ;  out 
of  viore  rcspi/t,  without  any  dela5-, 
without  any  hesitation,  T.  v.  137. 

Respyte,  ger.  to  hesitate,  7.  259. 

Reste.  .f.  rest,  repose,  F  35.^  ;  at  reste,  at 
rest,  lixed,  T.  ii.  760 ;  at  his  reste.,  as  in 
its  home,  5.  376  ;  to  reste,  (gone)  to  rest, 
A  30 ;  IJestes,  j><.  times  of  repose,  T.  il. 

Reste,  V.  remain  (with),  T.  iii.  1435  ;  rest, 
repose,  T.  ii.  1326. 

Restelec"^..  adv.  restlessly,  1{.  370. 

Resurreccioun,  s.  resurrection,  i.e.  re- 
opening (of  the  daisy),  L.  110. 

Ret.  /(';•  Redeth,  2>>'-  *•  advises,  T.  ii. 
413. 

Retenue,  *.  retinue,  troop  of  retainers, 
suite,  A  2502  ;  E  270;  at  his  r.,  among 
those  retained  by  him,  1)  1355. 

Rethor,  s.  orator,  B  4397,  F  38. 

Rethorien,  adj.  rhetorical,  B  2.  p  i.  46. 

Rethorien  (written  Eetorien),  s.  orator, 
B  2.  p  3.  6i. 

Retorneth,  jtr.  s.  brings  back,  B  5.  p  6. 
301  ;  }))'e.v.  pt.  revolving,  T.  v.  1023. 

Retourniuge,  *'.  return,  A  2095. 


Retracciouns,  s.  pi.  retractions,  things 

wiiicli  1  withdraw,  I  kjS.s. 
Retreteth,  2^1:  »■  reconsiders,  B  5.  m  3. 

57- 
Retrograd,  adj.  moving  in  a  direction 

contrary  to  that  of  the  sun's  motion  in 

the  eclijitic,  A.  ii.  4.  53, 
Reule,  *.  rule,  A  173. 
Reulen,  v.  rule,  B  4234  :  Eei^le  hir,  guide 

her  conduct,  E  327. 
Reuthe,  s.  ruth,  i.  127. 
Reve,   *.   reeve,   steward,   bailiff,  A   ^42, 

,3860. 
Reve,  f/er.  to  rob  (from ),  T,  i\-.   285 ;   to 

take  awa,y,  G  376  ;  to  r.  no  man  fro  his 

hlfi  to  take  awaj-  no  man's  life,  L.  2693; 

Keven,  ger.  to  reave,  plunder,  I  758  ;   to 

bereave,  T.  i.   188  ;    Reveth,  irr.  s.  forces 

away,  5.  86  ;  Eafte,  lit.  s.  bereft,  D  888  ; 

reft,   B  3288  ;   Eefte,  j^t.  s.  bereft,  HF. 

457 ;    Raft,  2^P-  torn,   reft,   T.   v.    1258 ; 

taken  from,  L.  2590 ;  bereaved,  F  1017. 
Revel,   s.    revelrj-,   sport,   A  2717:    min- 
strelsy, A  4402. 
Revelour,  s.   (the)  Reveller,  A  4371  ;   a 

reveller,  A  4391. 
Revelous.  (1(1  j.  fond  of  revelry.  B  1194. 
Reverberacioun,  s.  vibration,  D  2234. 
Reverdye,   s.    rejoicing.    R.    720.      O.F. 

reverdie,  '  feuillee,  verdure  :  joie,  all6- 

gresse ' ;  Godefroj-. 
Reverence,  s.  respect,  A  141  ;  respectful 

manner,  A  305  :  fear,  I  294  ;  thy  /•.,  the 

respect  shewn  to  thee,  B  116. 
Revers,  s.  reverse,  contrary,  18.  32. 
Revesten,  jjr,  j>?.    clothe   again,   T.   iii. 

353- 
Revoken.  t/er.  to  recall.  T.  iii.  11 18. 
Revolucioun,  s.  revolving  course  (orbit), 

4-  .V>- 
Reward,  s.  regard,  attention,  T,  ii.   1133. 

V.  1736  ;  liavimi  r.  to,  considering,  5.  426: 

<a/.e  r,  of,  have  regard.  I  131. 
Rewde,  adj.  plain,  unadorned.  A.  pr.  40. 
Re  we.  *.  row,  line,  A  2S66  :   bn  rewe,  in 

Older,  D  506. 
Rewe,  (jer.  to  have  pitj',  A  2382  :  be  sorry, 

T.  ii.  455  ;  do  penance  for,  G  447 :  j»'.  s. 

im2>ir.-<.  makes  (mc;  soriy,  I  am  sorry. 

A  3462,  B  4287. 
Rewel-boon,  s.   (probablyi  ivor,v  made 

from  the  teeth  of  whales,  B  2068. 
Rewful,  adj.   lamentable,   sad,  L.   183S : 

sad  fonei.  B  854. 
Rewi"ulleste,  adj.  stqh  most  sorrowful.  A 

2880. 
RewfuUy,  adr.  sad!.^-.  T.  iii.  6^. 
Rewle,  6.  the  revolving  long  and  narrow 
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plate  or  ro«l  us«d  for  nieasni-ing  and 
taking  altitndes,  A.  i.  1.6;    it  revolvos 
at  tlio  back  of  the  Astrolabe  ;  i)/.  mles, 
A.  \n:  44. 
Eewledest,  2  j)/-.  s.  didst  control,  B  r.  p  4. 

Kewliche,  adj.  pitiable,  B  3.  -p  2.  67. 

Rewme,  a  realm,  K.  495. 

Rewthe,  .<!.   nitli,  pity,  E  5-9  ;   a  pitifnl 

sight,  E  jjO-'. 
Rewthelees,  adj.  ruthless,  vinpitying,  5. 

613  ;  6.  31. 
Reye,  s.  rye,  D  1746. 
Reyes,  i>l.  ronnd  dances,  HF.  1236.     Mid. 

Du.  reye,  '  a  round  davince  ' ;  Hexham. 
Heyn,  ».  rain,  A  492 ;   storm  of  rain,  A 

Reyue,  ».  rein,  A  4083. 

Reyne,  v.  rain  do-wn,  T.  v.  1336  ;   rain,  4. 

.387.     See  Ron. 
Reynes,  «.  pi.  loins,  I  863. 
Reyse.  tjer.  to  biiild  up,  D  2102  ;  r.  vj'*,  to 

exact,  'realise,'  D  1390. 
Reysed,  i>j>.  gone  on  a  military  expedi- 
tion,  A    54.       O.F.    reise,    '  expedition 

militaire,     incursion     sur     une     terro 

ennemie ' ;  Godefroy. 
Rhetorice,  Ehetoric,  B  2.  p  i.  48. 
Riban,  s.  us  pi.  rilibons,  HF.  1318. 
Ribaninges,  pJ.  silk  trimmings,  borders, 

K,  1077. 
Ribaudye,  s.  ribaldry-,  ribald  jesting,  A 

3866,  C  324. 
Ribible,  s.  rebeck,  lute  with  two  strings, 

A  4396. 
Ribybe,  s.  tei-m  of  reproach  for  an  old 

woman,  D  1377. 
Riche,  adj.j)l.  rich  people,  A  248. 
Richely,  adv.  richly,  F  90. 
Richesse,  s.  riches,  wealth,  D  11 10,  11:8  ; 

Eichesses,  pi.  wealth,  riches,  B  2560. 
Rideled,  pp.  plaited,  gathei'ed  in  (at  tlie 

neck,  or  waist  I,  E.   1235,  1243.     ^liidele, 

plisso ' ;  Godefroy. 
Riden,  _2>^  j>/.  aiul  pp.  rode,  ridden. 
Riet,    '  rete,'  A.  i.   3.   5.     The    '  reto '    or 

'  net '  is  the  circular  plate  with  many 

openings   which   revolves   within    the 

'  mother.' 
Right,   adj.   straight,  upright,   E.    1701  ; 

right,  I.  75  ;  voc.  own,  F  131 1. 
Right,    ode.   just,    exactly,    A   2=:.y,    535  ; 

whollj-,  G  58  ;  even,  B  2173  ;  Eight  that, 

that  very  tiling,  3.  1307. 
Right,  8.  I,  21  ;  by  right,  justly,  B  44  ;   by 

((?/e  }•.,  ill  all  justice,  T.  ii.  763;   at  alia 

rif/ltff.9,  in  nil  respects,  fully,  A  1100. 
Rightful,  adj.  perfect ;   right/ul  age,  (in) 


her  prime,  R.  405  ;  just,  1.  31 ;  righteous, 

5.  55  ;  lawful,  I  744. 
Rightwis,  adj.  righteous,  just,  L.  905. 
Rightwisuesse,  ».. righteousness,  C  6^7, 

1)  1909  ;  justice,  14.  8. 
Rikne,  imp.  fi.  reckon,  compute,  A.  ii.  27, 

111.     See  Rekene. 
Rinde,  .«.  rind,   bark,  T.  iv.   1139;    haril 

skin,  T.  ii.  642. 
Ring,  .0.  ring,  F  83 ;  concotirse,  L.  1887 ; 

lyk  r..  i.e.  in  ringlets,  A  2165. 
Ringe,  r.  make  to  resound,  A  2431  ;  ring, 

resound,  T.  ii.  233  ;  Bong,  j)t.  ^.  rang,  5. 

492  ;  Eonge,  pp.  T.  ii.  8<i5. 
Riot,  s.  riotous  conduct,  gaming,  A  4395, 

439^- 
Riote,  V.  riot,  gamble,  A  4414. 
Risen,  j^P-  o/Eyse. 
Risshe,  s.  rush,  T.  iii.  1161. 
Rist,  j)r.  .«.  0/  Byse. 
Rit,  j>/'.  fi.  of  Eyde. 
Riveer,  ,».  river,  B  1927. 
Robbour,  •«.  robber,  B  3818. 
Roche,  s.  rock,  F  51  o ;  jil.  HP.  1035. 
Rode,  *\  comx^lexion,  A  3317,  B  191 7. 
Rode,  s.  iwm.  rood,  cross,  HF.  57. 
Rode-beem,   s.   rood-beam,    D   496.     (A 

beam  aeross  the  entrance  to  the  choir 

of  a  church,  supporting  a  rood  or  cross.) 
Rody,  adj.  ruddy,  F  385,  394. 
Roes,  jil.  of  Boo. 
Roggeth  (niggeth),  p'"-  s.  shakes,  L.  2708. 

Icel.  riujga. 
Roket,    s.   rochet,    tunic,   E.    1240,    1242, 

1243.      An  outer  garment,   usually  of 

fine  white  linen. 
Rokke,  s,  rock,  L.  2195. 
Rokken,  yer.  to  rock,  A  4157. 
RoUe.  s.  roll,  C  911. 
Rollen,  ger.  to  roll,  revolve,  T.  ii.  059; 

}it.  s.  revolved,  D  2217  ;  pip.  much  talked 

of,  T.  V.  1061. 
Romaunce,  s.  romance,  T.  iii.  980. 
Rombled,  pt.  s.  fumbled,  moved  aboiit 

witii  liis  liands,  groped  about,  G  1322. 
Rombled,    pt.  a.    buzzed,    muttered,    B 

37^5- 
Romen,  f.  roam,  wander,  A  1099;  Eomet', 

jit.s.  A  1065,  1069  ;  j>p.  gone,  L.  1589. 
Ron,  pt.  s.  raincil,  T.  iii.  640,  677.     A.  .S. 

ran,  jit.  s.  rained. 
Rond,  adj.  round,  circular,  A.  iL  38.  i, 
Rong,  -e  ;  see  Ringe. 
Rouges,  pi.  rungs,  rounds  of  a  ladder,  A 

3025.     A.  S.  Iiritiifi. 
Ronne,  -n ;  sec  Renne. 
Roo,  s.  roe,  5.  195  ;  Eoes,  x>l'  roes,  H.  1401, 
Rood,  2>f-  s-  f/  Eyde. 


<5fo06art'af  '^nUx. 


n 


Roof,  i»/.  .«.  of  Ryve. 

Koon,  «.  rose-bush,  R.  1674.  Halliwcll 
{jives  roan,  a  clump  of  wliins,  ns  u 
Nortlmmlmrland  word  :  an<l  -wu  find 
the  sjmlling  rancs  in  tlie  allit.  Morto 
Arthure,  ()2^. 

Roos,  }>/.  >■).  0/  Ryse. 

Roost,  ,t.  roast  meat,  A  206. 

^opeu.  2>l>-  reaped,  L.  74. 

Rore,  s.  uproar,  T.  v.  45. 

Rore.  fie7:  to  roar,  T.  iv.  373  ;  j>r.  «.  re- 
Sf.«iids.  A  2881. 

Roriug,  s.  loud  lament,  E  2364. 

Rose,  s.  rose,  R.  i  /(xj  ;  gei:  of  the  rose,  A 
1 1  nS. 

Rose-leef,  s.  rose-leaf,  R.  905. 

Rose-garlond,  $.  garland  of  roses,  HF. 

Rosen,  adj.  made  of  roses,  R.  845;  Ro- 
sene.  a<lj.  def.  rosy,  B  2.  m  8.  6. 

Roser.  s.  rose-bush,  R.  1651,  1650:  I  858. 

Rose-reed,  adj.  red  as  a  rose,  G  254. 

Roste,  V.  roast,  A  383 ;  \)jt.  A  147. 

Rosy  hewed,  of  rosy  Inie,  T.  ii.  1198. 

Rote.  s.  (i)root,  A  2,  423  ;  the  radix,  fun- 
damental principle,  O-  1461  ;  source, 
B  358  ;  i.e.  foot,  E  58  ;  on  rote,  firmly 
rooted,  T.  ii.  1378  ;  lierte  rote,  bottom 
of  the  heart,  1)  471  ;  (2)  root,  the  tabu- 
lated number  written  opposite  a  given 
fixed  date,  A.  ii.  44.  2  ;  the  '  epoch '  of 
a  nativity,  B  314. 

Rote,  S.  rote  ;  hxj  rote,  h\  rote,  by  heart, 
A327.  B1712. 

Rote.  .«.  a  musical  stringed  instrument, 
a  kind  of  fiddle,  of  Celtic  origin  ;  said 
to  be  a  fiddle  with  three  strings,  A  2^6. 
O.  F.  rote,  from  O.  H.  G.  Itrotta,  rotta, 
Low  Lat.  chrotta  ;  of  Celtic  origin,  from 
O.  Irish  crot  (Gaol,  aitit,  W.  cnvth) ; 
whence  also  E.  croicd. 

Rotelees,  adj.  rootless,  T.  iv.  770. 

Roten,  adj.  rotten,  A  3873 ;  corrupt,  filthy, 
I  i.^O- 

Roten-herted,  adj.  rotten-hearted,  I 
r.89, 

Rotie,  ]»:  s.  subj.  render  rotten,  A  4407. 

Roughte  ;  see  Recche. 

Rouketh.  j>r.  «.  cowers,  crouches,  is 
huddled  up,  A  1308. 

Roule,  r.  gad  (lit.  roll),  D  653. 

Roum,  adj.  roomy,  spacious,  A  4126. 

Roum,  5.  room,  spare,  L.  1999. 

Roumer,  adj.  lafger,  A  4145. 

Rouucy,  s.  a  hackney,  nag.  A  300. 

Rounde,  adi:  roundly,  i.e.  casil.v,  with 
an  easy  (not  jerky)  motion,  B  2076; 
melodiously,  C  331. 


Rounded,  pt.  s.  stoo<l  out  in  a  rounded 

fiTiii,  A  2O3. 
Roundel,  s.  rour.  lil,  roundelay,  a  kind 

of  poem,  A  15J  , ;    a  sniuU  circle,  HF. 

791,  798. 
Roundnesses,  pi.  orl.s,  orbits,   H  4.  m 

6.  52. 
Roune,  v.  whisper,  B  2025  ;  r/er.  D  1572 ; 

2>t.  .1.  HF.  2044.     A.  S.  runian. 
Route,  s.   compan.\-,  rout,    troop,    band. 

train,  A  622,  889,  2153  ;  number,  R.  1667  • 

flock,  R.  909 ;  pi.  T.  ii.  620. 
Route  (i),  V.  roar,  T.  iii.  743;  murmiir, 

HF.   1038;    ger.  to  snore,  3.   172;  pr.  s. 

snores,  A  3647.     A. S.  hriitan. 
Ro\ite  (2),  V.  assemble  in  a  company,  B 

540. 
Routhe,  s.  pity,  ruth,  compassion,  mercy, 

F  1261,   1349;    lamentation,   L.   669;    a 

pity,  a  sad  thing,  A  914. 
Routhelees,    adj.    ruthless,    pitiless,    B 

S(.3. 
Routing,  t<f.  snoring,  A  4166,  4214  ;  ■whiz- 
zing noise,  HF.  1033. 
Rowe,  s.  row,  3.  975;  line.  HF.  448  ;  hy  r., 

in  a  row,  T.  ii.  970  ;    Rowes,  pi.  rays. 

beams  (of  light  1,  4.  2. 
Rowe,  adv.  roughly,  angrily,  G  861. 
Rowed,  pip.  rowed,  T.  i.  <)69. 
RowTO,    adj.    roomy,    large,    wide.  A.  i. 

-■  .^• 
Rowne,  ger.  to  whisper,  T.  iii.  568. 
Rowthe,  S.    ruth,   pity,  3.    465 ;    sorrow, 

3-  97- 
Royaltee,  s.  royalty,  E  928. 
Royleth.  pr.  s.  meanders,  wanders,  B  i 

m  7.  10. 
Royne,  .t.  rongluiess.  R.  553. 
Roynous,  adj.  rough,  R.  988. 
Rubbe,  V.  rub  out,  8.  6. 
Rubee,  s.  ruby,  HF.  1362. 
Rubible,  s.  ribibe,  lebeck,  A  3331. 
Rubifying,  s.  rubefaction,  reddening,  G 

797- 
Rubriche,  S.  rubric,  D  346. 
Ruby,  s.  ruby,  12.  4.    Rubies,  pi.  4.  246. 
Ruddok,  s.  redbreast,  robin,  5.  349. 
Rude,  adj.  harsh,  R.  752  ;   poor,  E  916  ; 

inhospitable,  H   1 70 ;  of  humble  birth, 

D  1172. 
Rudeliche,  adv.  rudely,  A  734. 
Rudenesse,  S.  bcvorishness,   T.  iv.    1677 ; 

rusticity,  E  307. 
Ruggy.  adj.  rough,  A  2883. 
Rule,  imp.  pi.  regiilate,  order,  I  502  ;  pp. 

as  adj.  well-mannered,  L.  163. 
Rum,   ram,    ruf ;    nonsense    words,    to 

imitate  alliteration,  I  43. 
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Rumbel,  .'.  ni^iUing  noise,  A  11)79; 
inmonr.  K  007. 

Rumbleth,  jn:  s.  moves  to  and  fro  with 
an  indistinct  jnitrmnring  noise,  HR 
1026. 

Rumblinge,  a.  noise.  D  213,^. 

Kused,^*?.  .V.  roused  herself,  rnshed  away, 
3.  3S1. 

Eixsshing,  p>v«.  j)<.  msliing,  A  i('>4i. 

Ruste,  ger.  to  rust,  A  50^  :  p>:  s.  siihj. 
rust,  A  500. 

Rusty,  (i(]J.  nisty,  A  618  ;  besmirched  as 
■with  mst,  R.  159. 

Ryal,  adj.  roj'al,  i.  144. :  Rial,  2.  59. 

Ryde,  v.  ride.  A  27.  94.  102 ;  ride  At 
anchor,  L.  96S ;  Ryden,  ger.  (icith  out), 
to  go  on  expeditions.  A  45;  Ryde,  //er. 
(with  out),  to  ride  abroad  to  inspect,  B 
1255 ;  (see  Outrydere  ;  Rytlestow, 
ridest  thou,  D  1386;  Rit,  jj?'.  s.  rides, 
A  974  ;  Rood,  2yt.  s.  rode,  A  i6g  ;  Riden, 
I  })t.  pi.  (we)  rode,  A  S25  ;  j^t-  pl-  C  968  ; 
Ridcn,  jyi.  ridden,  B  1990. 

Ryding,  s.  jimsting,  or  riding  in  pro- 
cession, A  4377. 

Rym,  s.  rime  (usually  mispelt  rhyme), 
B  2 1 15,  2 1 18;  Rj'me,  dat.  HP,  623;  a 
tale  in  verse,  B  1S99 ;  verse,  1)  1 127 ; 
pi.  B  g6.     A.  S.  rim. 

JRyme,  v.  desciihe  in  verse,  put  into 
rime  (or  rhymei,  A  i4,S9,  B  2122. 

Rymeyed,  2>P-  rimed,  or  rhymed,  F  711  ; 
see  above. 

^yming,  *.  riming,  or  rli.\"naing,  verse- 
making,  B  2121):  the  art  of  riming,  B 
48. 

1Ryot,  s.  riotous  living,  C  465. 

Ryotour,  s.  roysterer,  C  692, 

Rys,  s.  spraj%  brancli,  twig,  R.  1015  ;  A 
3324,     A.  S.  hrls. 

Ryse,  ger.  to  rise,  A  33  ;  to  get  up,  F  375 ; 
Rist,  i>r.  s.  rises,  .A.  30S8,  4193  ;  arises,  T. 
i.  944  ;  Rous,  1  jif.  -s.  rose.  2,  1 7 ;  pt.  .«.  A 
823  ;  Risen,  jjp.  A  1065  :  Riseth,  imp.  pA. 
I  161. 

Hyve.  ger.  to  pierce,  T.  v.  ij;6<.) ;  v.  thrust, 
Ij.  1793;  pierce,  C  828;  tear,  E  1236: 
Roof,  2'^-  *•  rove,  a-ived,  pierced,  L.  661, 
1351.     Icel.  rlfa. 

S. 

Sable,  H.  sable,  black-  4.  284. 
Sachels,  .1.  pi.  bags.  B  1.  p  3.  i'.x. 
Sacrement,  .9.  the  eucharist,  I  582. 
Sacrifye.  v.  do  Racrifice,  L.  1348. 
Sacrifyse,  s.  sacrifice.  L.  i^io. 
Sacrilege,  s.   1  801  ;    sore  ry,  15   i.  \\.    4. 
282. 


Sad,  adj.  stable,  finn,  I  129,  310;  staid, 
A  2985  ;  sober,  E  220,  237 ;  lixed,  con- 
stant, unmoved,  settled,  E  693,  754 ; 
sad,  R.  211  ;  devoted,  23.  9;  trusty, 
H  275 ;  serious,  grave,  3.  918 ;  calm, 
settled,  G  397;  staid,  L.  1581,  1876; 
earnest,  HP.  2089 ;  Sadde,  pi.  grave, 
E  1002  ;  steady,  3.  860;  discreet,  B  135; 
sure,  H  258. 

Sadel,  .•*.  saddle,  L.  wqq. 

Sadel-bowe,  .9.  .saddle-bow,  A  2691. 

Sadly,  adv.  firmly,  A  2602 ;  discreetly,  B 
ij6()  ;  steadfastlj-,  I  124;  carefully.  D 
2164;  firmly,  tightly,  E  iioo;  unstint- 
ingly,  B  743. 

Sadnesse,  .•?.  soberness,  staidness,  E  1591  ; 
patience,  E  452. 

SalTron  with,  ger.  to  tinge  with  saffron, 
to  cobnir,  C  345. 

Saffroim,  s.  ;  like  saffron  —  of  a  Viright 
yellowish  colour,  B  1920. 

Sak,  ,9.  sack,  R.  457;  Sakkes,^;/.  bags,  L.  1 1  iS, 

Sakked,  pp.  put  in  a  sack,  A  4070. 

Sal,  p>r.  .9.  shall  (Northern),  A  4043. 

Sal  armoniak,  .9.  sal  ammoni.ic,  (t  798, 
824.  Lat.  Kdl  (trmfnlacum.  Armenian 
salt.  Sal  ammoniac,  chloride  of  am- 
monium. The  word  armoniac  certainly 
answers  to  the  Lat.  Armeniacnm  in 
the  old' treatises.  Yet  the  right  spell- 
ing is  ammoniac. 

Sal  peter,  .9.  saltpetre,  G  SuS.  Lat.  sal 
petr(P,  rock-salt ;  nitrate  of  potassa ; — 
called  also  nitre. 

Sal  preparat,  s.  prepared  salt,  G  810. 

Sal  tartre,  «.  salt  of  tartar,  G  810.  '  Salt 
of  tartar,  carlionate  of  potash  ;  .  .  . 
first  prepared  i'Tom  cream  of  tartar'; 
Webster. 

Salewe,  r.  salute,  I  407;  pr.  .9.  B  1284; 
Salewc<l,  pp.  V  1310. 

Salowe,  adj.  sallow,  R,  355.  ^But  read 
falowe.) 

Salte,  ndj.  def.  salt,  L.  1462. 

Saluing,  .9.  salutation,  \  1649. 

Saltiwe,  qer.  to  salute,  T.  iii.  1783  ;  Sained, 
I  pt.  .9.  L.  315. 

Salvacioun,  s.  salvation,  4.  213;  securitj^, 
B  2361. 

Salve,  .9.  salve,  cure,  T.  iv.  944  ;  jA.  heal- 
ing remedies,  A  2712. 

Sal'wes,  pi.  willow-twigs,  o.siers,  D  6sS- 
Samit,  s.  samite,  a  rich  and  glossy  silk 
material,  T.  i.  109  ;  rotee  made  of  samite, 
R.  836,  873. 

Sang,  .9.  .song  (Northern),  A  4170. 

Sangwin,  .s.  stuff  of  a  >)looil-rei]  cobjur, 

A  4W- 
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Sangwyn,  adj.  vorj-  nt<lily,  A  jio8  ;  Ijlo «l-  ' 

rt-tl,  A  333. 
Sans,  prej).  witliovit,  B  501. 
Saphires,  .s.  ]>l.  sapphires,  B  ,^658. 
Sapience,  ^v■is«lom,  B  ^184  ;  j>l.  kinds  <>t' 

intelligence,  G  3^8. 
Sarge,  s.  serge,  A  2568. 
Sarpulers,  .«.  j>J.  socks  made  'if  coarse 

canvas,  B  i.  p  3.  82.     Cf.  F.  ei'rpillidre. 
Sarsinesshe,    adj.    Saracenic,    R.    1188.  j 
It'  sarsini'xulie  can  lie  taken  as  a  six,  it  ; 
may  refer  to  samnft.  '  '■ 

Sat ;  2>f-  *•  "/■  Sitte.  i 

Satin,  s.  satin,  3.  253.  i 

Satisfaccioun,  s.  penance,  I  87 ;    resti-  , 

tution.  I  108. 
Sauf,  adj.  safe,  safely  kept,   (I   yjo ;    in 

safety,  4.  107. 
Sauf.  pirp.  save,  except.  A  21S0. 
Saufly,  (idi:  safelj-,  with  safety,  B  -•?;?. 

4398. 
Saugh.  pt.  s.  of  See. 
Saule.  .•*.  soul  (Northern).  A  4187. 
Sauns,  prej).  without;  saum  faille,  with- 
out fail,  certainl3-,   HF.   188,    429.     See 
Sans. 
Sauter,  s.  psalter,  E.  431. 
Sautrye,  «.  psalteiy,  a  kind  of  liarp,  A 

.'()6,  3213,  3305,  H  2()8. 
Savacioun.  s.  salvation,  T.  ii.  3S1.  503  : 
u'Uhvute  0111/  savaciotin,  without  saving 
any,  HF.  21)8. 
Save,  s.  Siigo  (the  plant\  A  2713. 
Save,  2>>'fP-  ond  co)iJ.  save,  except,  A  6S3  : 
Save  your  grace,  by  your  leave,  B  2200. 
Saven,  go:  to  save,  keep,  i.   117;  ^n:  s. 
suhj.  may  (He)  save,  A  3108  :  j)ja  kept 
inviolate,  F  531. 
Save-garde,  s.  safe-conduct,  T.  iv.  139. 
Saveour,  s.  saviour,  19.  16. 
Savereu,  pi:  pi.  mind,  care  for,  I  820. 
Savinge,  prcj).  except,  A  2838. 
Savoringe,  s.  taste,  I  2C17. 
Savorous,  ^idj.  pleasant,  R.  84. 
Savory,  adj.  pleasant,  T.  i.  405. 
Savour,  s.  savour,  D  2196  ;  pleasantness, 
F  204  ;  pleasure,  10.  20 ;  smell,  Ct  887 ;  ' 
scent,  E.  925 ;    interest,  T.  ii.  2(19 ;  j>J. 
odours,  5.  274. 
Savoure,  v.  taste,  D  171 :  pr.  pi.  mind, 
care  for,  I  820  ;  iHij>.  s.  have  relish  for,  , 

i.V  5- 
Savoured,  <idj.  perfumed,  E.  547. 
Savouringe,  «.  tasting.  I  959.  | 

Savourly,  adj.  en  joy  ably,  A  3735. 
Sa^vcefleem,  adj.  covered  with  pimple? 

(duo   to   an   excess   of  liumoiir  called 

eaUa jihlegma),  A  625. 


Sawe,  «.  saying,  S]ieecli,  A   1163;    word, 

B  2i>2~,\    disr/oursi',  (}  (n)l. 

Sawe,  Say ;  see  See. 

Sayde,  said  ;  see  Seye. 

Saylours,  j>t.  dancers  (who  leap  in  danc- 
ing), R.  770.  '  Sailleor,  Sailleur,  sauteur, 
danseur '  ;  Godefroy. 

Scabbe,   a.   scab,   R.   553 ;    a  disease   of 

slu-ep,  C  358. 

Scalded,  pp.  burnt,  A  3853. 

Scale,  s.  scale,  or  rather,   double  scale, 

for  measuring  both  1)y  umbra  recta  and 

umbra  verm,  A.  i.  12.  3. 
Scalle,  s.  scab,  8.  3. 
Scalled,  2U^-   having  the   scall,   scabbj'-, 

scurfy,  A  627. 
Scantitee,  s.  scantiness,  I  431. 
Scaiitnesse.  .«.  scarcity,  I  420. 
Scapen,  r.  escajje,  T.  v.  908. 
Scarlet-reed,  adj.  scarlet-red,  B  4351. 
Scarraishing,  .«.  skirmish,  L.  1910. 
Scarmyche,  .'*.  skirmish,  T.  v.  1508. 
Scars,  adj.  parsimonious,  B  2789. 
Scarsetee,  s.  scarcity,  B  2790. 
Scarsly,  adi:  pai-simoniously,  A  583. 
Scatered,  2}p-  scattered,  G  914. 
Scathe,  s.  scathe,  harm,  misfortune,  "a 

pity,'  A  446  ;    I'oh/mites  to  sc,  to  the 

harm  of  P.,  T.  v.  9*38. 
Scatheles,  adt:  harmlessly,  E.  1550. 
Science,   «.   science,  knowledge,    5.    25 ; 

learned  writing,  B  1666  ;  wisdom,  I  229. 
Sclat,  s.  slate,  11.  34. 
Sclaundre,  s.  slander,  HF.  1580  ;  ill-fame, 

disgrace,  E  722:  scandal,  I  137. 
Sclave,  .S'.  slave,  T.  iii.  391. 
Sclendre,  adj.  slender,  slight  in  make, 

A  587  ;  thin,  B  3147  ;  poor,  B  4023. 
Scochouns,    pi.     escutcheons,     painted 

shields,  E.  893. 
Scole,  8.  school,  B  1685,   1694 :   manner, 

fashion,  A    125,  3329 ;    discipline,   T.   i. 

634;  'the  schools,'  1)  2186. 
Scole-matere,  ."*.  subject  for  disputation 

in  the  schotjls,  D  1272. 
Scoler,  s.  scholar,  A  260. 
Scolering.  s.  young  scholar,  note  to  D 

44  ;  line  6. 
Scole-termes,  jj?.  school-terms,  E  i5<)o. 
Scoleward  ;      to     scoleward  --z   towarcl 

scliool,  B  1739. 
Scoleye,  ger.  to  stxtdy,  A  302. 
Scomes,  s.  pi.  foam,  lather,  B  4.  m  7.  <')i. 

Lit.  '  sctims. ' 
Score,  imp.  s.  notch,  cut,  mark,  B  khX). 
Scorkleth,  pr.  s.  scorches,  shrivels,  H  2. 

m  6.  28. 
Scorned,  pt.  s.  3.  927 ;  jested  at,  B  4277. 
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Scorning,  a.  scorn,  T.  i.  105. 

Scorpion,  s.  E   2058  ;    siofu   of  Scorpio, 

HF.  048. 
Scot,  a  horse's  n.-vmc,  A  616,  D  154,1. 
Scourges,  s.  2^f-  ■«\liips,  plagues,  E  1157. 
Scourging,  .<*.  correction,  4.  42. 
Sci'ippe,  s.  scrip,  has:,  1*  I'.^r- 
Scripture,    *.    writing,    inscription,    (on 

a  ringX  T.  iii.  1369  ;  passage  of  writing, 

L.  1 144  ;  ]>L  mannsciipts,  A  2044. 
Scrit,  s.  writing,  deed.  E  1697  ;  T.  ii.  1130. 
Scrivenish,  adv.  like  a  scrivener,  T.  ii. 

ioj6. 
Scriveyn,  s.  scribe,  8.  i. 
Seche,  f/er.  to  seek,  i.e.  to  be  sought  for 

(it  was  easily  had),  A  784  ;  to  seek  out, 

D  909. 
Seoree,  adj.  secret,  trusty,  5.  395;  secret, 

B  2J51  ;  able  to  keep  secrets,  D  946. 
Secree,  adv.  secretly,  F  mx). 
Secree,   s.  a  secret,    B   3211  ;    Secree  of 

secrees,  secret  of  secrets,  Lat.  Secreta 

Secretorum  (the  name  of  a  hook),  G 

H47- 
Secreenesse,  s.  secrecy,  B  773. 
Secrely,  adv.  secretly,  E  763 
Secte,  s.  sect,  company,  E  1171  ;  religion, 

faith  (lit.  'following').  F  17. 
Seculer,  s.  .a  layman,  B  4640. 
Sede,  V.  bear  seed,  7.  306. 
See,  8.  sea,  A  59  ;  fuUe  see,  high  tide,  A. 

ii.  46.  4. 
See,  s.  seat,  HF.  1361  :  seat  of  empire,  B 

3339  ;  pi.  seats  HF.  1210. 
See,  V.  see,  L.  2560 ;  f/e7:  to  see,  look,  F 

366;    to  look   (upon),  3.    1177;    as  fut. 

shall  see,  4.  190 ;  Seestow,  seest  thou, 

HF.  911 ;  Say,  i  pt.  s.  saw,  T.  v.  992  ; 

Say,  pt.  8.  saw,  B  4304 ;  Sey,  pt.  ».  B  i, 

7 ;    Seigh,   i  pt.  s.  saw,  A   193  ;    Seigh, 

pt.  ».  A   1066,    F  85();   Saugh,    i  j><.   s. 

saw,  A  764  ;  pf.  s.  A  850,  1400 ;  Sy,  pt.  s. 

G   138 1  ;  Sawe,  2  p<-  »•  sawest-,  B  848; 

Saugh,  2  jyf.  pi.  G  iio6  (with  ye) ;  Sawe, 

pt.  pi.  B  218;  Seye,  pt.  pil.  saw,  T.  i\. 

720;  Seyen,i>^  pi.  G  no;  Syen,  pt.pl. 

B  2879,  45^'** ;  ^.v^T  pt-  pl-   E   1804 :    pr. 

8.  sulij.   may  (ho)  behold  or  protect,  B 

156 ;    Sawe,  pt.  s.  suhj.  were  to  see,  A 

144 ;  Seyn,  pp.  seen,  B  1863 ;  Seye,  pp. 

T>  552. 
Seed-foul,  s.  bLrds  living  on   seeds,  5. 

512. 
Seek,  adj.  sick,  ill,  L.  2409,  2436 ;  def.  A 

424  ;  Seke,  def.  as  8.  man  in  a  fever,  5. 

104  ;  Seke,  jfl.  A  18,  245. 
Seel  (i),  8.  bliss,  A  42^9.     A.S.  siel. 
Seel  (2),  8.  seal,  B  882. 


Seeralinesse.  s.  dignity  of  bearing,  L. 
1041. 

Seemly,  adj.  delicate,  pleasing,  12.  n  ; 
soomly,  L.  2074. 

Seestow,  seest  thou,  HF.  911.    - 

Seet,  2^1.  8.  sat  (false  form,  due  to  pi.  aeten), 
A  2075. 

Seetes.  j)?.  scats,  A  2580. 

Seeth.  2^t.  8.  seethed,  boiled,  E  227. 

Sege,  8.  throne,  B  i.  p  4.  285 ;  siege,  L. 
1696. 

Seggen,  'i  pr.  2>l.  .say,  T.  iv.  194, 

Seigh.  2>t.  8.  o/.Seo. 

Sein,  ger.  ;  That  is  to  sein,  that  is  to  say, 
A.  pr.  26. 

Seinte.  adj.  fern,  holy,  D  1824. 

Seintuarie,  s.  sanctuary,  I  781  ;  a  conse- 
crated object,  C  953. 

Seistow,  sayest  thou,  A  1125. 

Ssith.  i>;\  8.  says,  A  178. 

Seke  ;  see  Seek,  adj. 

Seke,  V.  search  through, .  B  60 ;  seek,  B 
1633;  ger.  A  13,  510;  to  seek,  i.e.  a 
matter  for  search,  G-  874  ;  Sokestow. 
seekest  thou,  T.  iii.  1455  ;  Seken  to,  i  pr. 
pi.  press  towards,  2.  91  ;  22)''.  2^^-  search 
through,  B  i2j;  Soghte,  i  jjt.  8.  sought, 
A.  ii.  45.  11;  2^(-  s.  8ubj.  were  to  examine, 
C  488.  ^ 

Sekernea,  s.  security.  7.  345. 

Sekirly,  adv.  certainly,  L.  163  a. 

Selde,  adj.  j;?.  few.  E  146. 

Selde,  adv.  seldom,  A  1539,  B2343;  Selden, 
B  2304  ;  Seld,  B  2343. 

Seled,  P2>.  sealed,  B  736. 

Seles,  p?.  seals,  T.  iii.  1462. 

Selily,  adv.  happily,  B  2.  p  4.  96. 

Selinesse,  .«.  happiness,  T.  iii.  8:3. 

Selle,  8.  daf.  1  loarding,  A  3822.  A  Kentish 
form  ;  M.E.  sidle,  sille  ;  A.S.  si/ll.  (Flore 
~  ground  beneath  the  boards.) 

Selle,  r.  sell,  F  1563  ;  barter,  A  278  ;  for 
to  selle,  for  sale,  D  414  ;  to  selle,  for  sale, 
A  3821  ;  Solde,  i>^  8.  8id>J.  were  to  sell, 

E.'4.=;-'. 

Sally,  adj  wonderful  (MSS.  sely),  HF. 
513.     A.S.  sellle,  seldlle,  strange. 

Sely,  adj.  happy,  T.  iv.  503 ;  kind,  4.  89 ; 
good,  B  1702;  holy,  B  682;  innocent, 
simjdo,  A  3404  ;  poor,  pitiable,  T.  i.  871  ; 
wretched,  A  3896  ;  h.apless,  L.  1254, 1336. 
A..S.  sd'liy. 

Semblable,  adj.  like,  B  2294. 

Semblauuce,  s.  likeness,  K.  425  ;  appear- 
ance, 1?.  145. 

Semblaunt,  s.  appearance,  semblance, 
look,  E  028,  F  ';i6  ;  in  hir  s.,  apparently, 
K.  861.  ' 
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Seme,  v.   ni>\>ca,i\   seem,  F   loj  ;  yer.   to 

seem  (to),  T.  i.  747  ;  pr.  lA.  F  869  ;  pt.  s. 

(there)    seeuied,    A   21)70  ;    impins.    (it) 

seemed,   A   39,  C   ayO ;   Aiw  seined,    it 

seemed  to  tliem,  tliey  sui^posed,  F  56  ; 

</ie   peple    seined  —  it    seemed    to    the 

peoplo,  tlic  people  supposed,  F  201. 
Seiuelihede,    s.  soemliness,  comeliness, 

R.  1 130;  gracefulness,  K.  777. 
Semely,  adj.  seemly,  comelj',  A  751. 
Bemely,  adc.  becomingly,  A  123. 
Semes,  s.  pi,  seams,  I  Oj.-. 
Semicope,  s.  hali'-cope,  short  cope,  A  262. 
Seming,  s.  appearance,  3.  944 ;  to  my  «., 

as  it  appears  to  me,  B  1838. 
Semisoun,  «.  hall-sound,  i.e.  suppressed 

Sound.  A  3697. 
Senatorie,  *.  senatorial  rank,  B  3.  p  4.  93. 
Senatour,  s.  senator,  L.  584. 
Senear,  s.  censer,  A  3340. 
Sencinge,  j^re«.  pt,  censing,  perfuming 

witli  incense,  A  3341. 
Sendal,  s.  a  thin  silk,  A  440. 
Seude,  v.  send,  B  144  ;  Sent,  2>i'-  «•  E  1151 ; 

Sende,  pt.  s.  sent,  A  4136  ;  Sente,  pt.  a. 

B  3927  ;  Sendeth,  imp.  pi.  send  ye,  C  614  ; 

^ente,  pt.  s.  sidij.  would  send,  B  1091. 
Bene,  adj.  visible,  manifest,  apparent,  A 

'34,  9-4,  i'  645.     A.S.  (jesene,  yesyiie,  adj. 

evident,  visible. 
Sene,  yer.  to  behold,  to  see,  L.  1034  ;  to 

look  at,  L.  2649  i  to  look  on,  D  1245 ;  to 

seem,   L.   224 ;    on  to  sene.,  to  look  on, 

L.  2425. 
Senge,  i-.  singe,  D  349;  Seynd,j)j>.  broiled, 

B  4<'35- 

Sengle,  adj.  single,  unmarried,  E  1667. 

Senith,  s.  (i)  the  zenith,  A.  i.  18.  4,  22.  6  ; 
(2  1  the  point  where  a  given  azimuth- 
circlo  meets  the  horizon,  A.  i.  19.  12  ; 
the  iK)int  of  sunrise,  A.  ii.  31.  13. 

Sensibilitees,  s.  pi.  perceptions,  B  5. 
m  4.  8. 

Sensible,  adj.  perceptible  by  the  senses, 
B  5.  p  4.  212. 

Sent,  -e  ;  see  Sende. 

Sentement,  s.  feeling,  fancy,  T.  ii.  13 ; 
susceptibility,  T.  iii.  43  ;  passion,  L.  69. 

Sentence,  s.  meaning,  drift,  E  2288  ;  con- 
tents, C  190;  subject,  B  1753;  opinion, 
B  113,  3992  ;  decision,  5.  530  ;  meaning, 
sentiment,  instruction,  A  306,  798 ; 
tenor,  theme,  HF. :  100 ;  decision,  speech, 
5-  i^i  i  judgement,  order,  I  17  j  verdict, 
^  3W> ;  general  meaning,  I  58. 

Septemtrioun,  s.  north,  B  iCi^y. 

Septentrional,  adj.  northern,  A.  ii.  4a 
50  ;  Septentrionalis,  id.  A,  ii,  40.  iO. 


Sepulcre,  «.  tomb,  D  498. 

Sepulture,  s.  mode  of  burial,  T.  v.  299; 
buii;il,  L.  2553  ;  tomb,  A  2854. 

Serchen,  v.  search,  B  2597 ;  pr.  pi.  go 
about,  haunt,  D  867. 

Sereyns,  s.  pL  sirens,  R.  6S4, 

Sergeaunt  of  the  Lawe,  sergeant-at- 
law,  A  309. 

Serie,  s.  process,  argument,  A  3067. 

Sermone,  yer.  to  preivch,  speak,  C  879. 

Sermoning,  s.  argument,  A  3091  ;  tallt, 
A  i^97- 

Sermoun,  s.  discourse,  L.  2025  ;  T.  ii,  9(35 ; 
tale,  T.  ii.  1115  ;  pi.  writings,  B  87, 

Servage,  .*.  servitude,  thraldom,  A  1946, 
B  3(18. 

Servant,  s.  lover,  A  1814  ;  servant,  D  1501. 

Servisable,  adj.  willing  to  serva,  A  99 ; 
serviceable,  E  191 1  ;  useful,  E  979. 

Servitour,  *-.  servant,  D  2185. 

Servitute,  «.  servitude,  E  798. 

Servyse,  «.  service,  serving,  A  251) ;  reli- 
gioi^s  service,  T.  i,  315;  musical  per- 
formance, 3.  302. 

Sese,  pr.  s.  subj.  seize,  5.  481  ;  pp.  caught, 
4.  240  ;  seised,  possessed,  T.  iii.  445. 

Sesoun,  s.  season,  F  1034  ;  prime,  K.  1678. 

Sestow,  seest  thou,  T.  iiL  46. 

Sete,  s.  seat,  throne,  B  3715,  I  162. 

Sete,  -n  ;  see  Sltte. 

Setewale,  s.  zeiloarj-,  setwalL  R.  1370. 
See  Cetewale. 

Sethe,  V.  seethe,  boil,  A  383. 

Sette,  yer.  to  set,  place,  L.  540 ;  setten 
a  myte,  care  a  mite,  T.  iii.  900;  Sette, 
1  pr.  3.  suppose,  T.  ii.  367  ;  B  2681 ;  Sette 
cas,  imagine  the  case,  B  3041 ;  2  pr,  pi. 
esteem,  T.  ii.  432  ;  Sette,  ipr.  s.subj.  set, 
A  3911  ;  Set,  pr.  s.  setteth,  sets,  2.  101  j 
D  1982;  cares,  T.  iii.  832;  puts,  3.  635; 
Sette,  I  pt.  s.  counted,  regarded,  D  659; 
Sette  me,  placed  myself,  L.  115;  sette 
nat  a  kers,  accounted  not  worth  a  cress, 
A  3756 ;  Sette  at  nought,  counted  as 
nothing,  F  821  ;  Sette  him,  sat  down, 
C  207;  Sette  hir,  sat,  B  3291;  Sette  her 
on  knees,  knelt  down,  B  638  ;  Sette  hem, 
seated  themselves,  L.  301  ;  C  775  ;  Setten 
hem  adoiin,  set  themselves,  G  396  ;  Set, 
pp.  placed,  A  132,  2528  ;  put,  B  440  ;  set, 
K,  84O  ;  appointed,  4.  52  ;  E  774  ;  wholly 
devoted,  6.  100  ;  icel  set,  seemly,  3.  828 ; 
set  the  wriyktes  cnppe  —  made  a  fool  of 
him,  A  3143;  Set,  imp,  s.  Stake  (as  at 
dice),  T.  iv.  O22. 

Seur,  adj.  sure,  B  2642,  2q-ii. 
':  Seur,  adc,  surely,  T.  iii.  1633. 
1  Seurly,  adv,  siurely,  B  2913. 
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Seurtee,  s.  surety,  A  1604,  B  24.5. 

Sewe,  V.  follow,  25.  12  ;  ensne,  B  2610, 
269J  ;  p<.  S.  imrsnotl,  B  4527. 

Sewes,  s.  j>?.  lit.  juices,  gravies  ;  usetl 
lioro  for  seasoned  dishes,  delicacies, 
F  07. 

Serving,  adj.  conformable,  in  proportion, 
similar,  }.  950.     Lit.  i  following.' 

Seste.  sixth,  HF.  1727. 

Sexteyn,  s.  sacristan,  B  3216. 

Sey.  1  2'f-  s-  saw,  3.  1089 ;  Seyn,  2}p-  seen, 
B  172,  624.     See  Sse. 

Seye,  r.  say,  A  738  ;  to  be  told,  B  706  :  to 
sei/H.  A  284  ;  for  to  seye,  to  saj',  A  468  ; 
thin  is  to  seipi,  A  181 ;  that  is  to  seyn,  A 
797;  Soistow,  sayest  thou,  B  no;  as 
v:ho  seyth,  like  one  who  says,  i.e.  so  to 
speak,  T.  v.  883  ;  Seggen,  i  irr.jyf.  say,  T. 
iv.  194  ;  Seydestow,  saidest  thon,  G  334  ; 
Seyd,  P2).  B  49  ;  Seyeth,  imp.  pi.  say  ye. 
A  '1808. 

Seyl.  s.  sail,  A  696,  3532. 

Seyn.  2>P-  seen,  B  1863,  4471. 

Seynd.  jjjj.  singed,  i.  e.  broiled,  B  4035. 

Seynt,  s.  saint,  3.  1319  ;  Sej'nt  (dissyUahic), 
A  120,  509,  687,  D  1564  ;  Sej'nte,  samt 
(or  holyi,  A  1721. 

Seyst,  2  pr.  s.  sayest,  B  109 ;  Seystow, 
2  x>'''-  s.  sayest  thou,  A  3490. 

Shaar,  5.  a  plough-share,  A  3763, 

Shad,  -de  ;  see  Shede. 

Shadwe,  s.  shadow,  B  7,  10 ;  shade,  3. 
426 :  scene,  B  2.  p  3.  89  ;  Shadowe,  re- 
flection, 11.  i5-'9. 

Shadwed,  2>2^.  shadowed,  shaded,  A  607. 

Shaft,  s.  wooden  part  of  an  arrow,  A 
1362  :  pi.  shaits  of  spears,  A  2605. 

Shal,  I  2»'-  s.  owe,  T.  iii.  1649;  owe  (to),  T. 
iii.  791  ;  shall  (do  so),  F-  688  ;  must,  A 
853  :  am  to  be,  2.  53  ;  am  to  fgo),  G  303  : 
.Shalt,  2p):  s.  must  go,  D  1636  ;  Shaltow, 
2  pr.  s.  shalt  thou,  A  3575 ;  Shal,  pr.  s. 
shall  be,  T.  v.  833  ;  is  to  be,  HF.  82  ; 
mi\st,  is  to,  A  187  ;  must  (come),  T.  iv. 
1106  ;  will,  L.  1276  ;  must  (do  so),  R.  387  ; 
owes,  F  750  ;  Sholde,  i  J)^  s.  should, 
B  56  ;  ought  (to  have  done  so),  3.  1200  ; 
Sholdestow,  shouldst  thou,  ro.  60 ; 
wouldst  thou,  D  1944  ;  Sholde,  2>t-  s. 
should,  A  184 ;  ought  to,  B  44  ;  had  to, 
E  515  ;  was  to,  B  3891  ;  would,  B  3627 ; 
Shul,  I  jrr.  pi.  must,  have  to,  B  351  : 
must,  B  i(K«>;  Shullen,  2  j)r.  2d.  shall, 
B  4652  ;  Shullen,  2>r.  pi.  must,  A  3014. 

Shale,  *.  shell,  HF.  12S1. 

Shalmyes,  pL  shawms,  HF.  1218. 

Shame,  s.  A  503  ;  Shame  of  his  degree, 
i.  c.  lest  it  should  shame  his  eonditiou 


(as    husband;,    F    752 ;    Shames    deth, 
shameful  death,  B  819,  E  2377. 

Shamen.  v.  put  to  shame,  F  1565 ;  thee 
shameth.  it  shameS  thee,  thou  art 
ashamed,  B  10  r. 

Shamfast,  odj.  modest,  shy,  A  2055,  C55; 
shame-faced,  ashamed,  R.  467. 

Shamfastnesse,  a.  modesty,  A  840  ;  sense 
of  shame,  I  085. 

Shap,  «.  A  1889  ;  privy  member,  I  423. 

Shapen,  v.  plan,  devise,  A  3403 ;  find 
means  (to  do),  A  809  ;  pr.  s.  intends,  L. 
1289 ;  Shape,  j>?'.  j>/.  dispose,  B  2989 ; 
Shapen  hem,  intend,  F  214  ;  Sh66p,  2>t- 
S.  befel,  T.  ii.  61  ;  devised,  planned,  T.  i. 
207  ;  made,  gave,  L.  2569  ;  prepared  for, 
E  198  ;  plotted,  B  2543  ;  created,  E  903  ; 
contrived,  E  946  ;  Shoop  me,  i  pt.  s.  reji. 
addressed  myself,  2.  20  ;  prepared  my- 
self, L.  180  ;  Shoop  him,  pt.  s.  reft,  got 
ready,  L.  62^ ;  determined,  F  809 ; 
Shopen,  pt.  j)l-  made  ready,  B  2995 ; 
Shapen,  j>j).  determined,  A  1 108 ;  de- 
stined, A  1392 ;  shaped,  L.  2014  ;  planned, 
B  95t  ;  prepared,  B  249 ;  appointed,  B 
253  ;  disx^osed  (themselves),  B  142  ;  built, 
7.  3.=;7  ;  cut  out,  T.  iii.  734  ;  Shape,  pp. 
destined,  ordained,  A  1225  ;  allotted,  T. 
ii.  282 ;  created,  B  3099  ;  imp.  pi.  reft. 
dispose  yourself,  B  2307. 

Shaply.  adj.  fit,  A  372  ;  likely,  T.  iv.  1452. 

Sharpe,  adc.  sharply,  B  2073. 

Shave,  v.  shave,  A  3326  ;  Shaven,  pp.  cut 
smooth,  R.941  ;  Shave, 2>p.  shaven,  A588. 

Shaving,  ,«.  a  thin  slice,  G  1239. 

Shawe,  ^.  wood,  A  4367,  D  1386. 

She,  she,  A  446  :  She  .  ,  .  she,  one  woman 
and  another,  T.  ii.  1747. 

She-ape.  *.  female  ape,  I  424. 

Shede th.  ^ja  s.  sheds,  T  577  ;  Shedde,^. .";. 
shed,  B  3447  ;  Shadde,  ;j>f.  s.  poured,  B 
3921  :  Shad,  jy;.  distributed,  B  i.  m  1,  18. 

Siieef,  s.  sheaf,  A  104  ;  Sheves,  ^jJ.  HF. 
2141). 

Sheep,  s.  a  sheep.  A  506 ;  a  meek  person, 
D  4.<--. 

Sheld,  *.  shield,  A  2122 ;  ji^-  French 
crowns  (coins  worth  3*.  4^.),  A  278 ; 
Shccld.  2>l-  B  1521. 

Shelde,  j«\  s.  sidrj.  may  he  shield,  HF.  88. 

Shende,  v.  disgrace,  T.  iv.  1577 ;  ruin,  B 
927 ;  render  contemptible,  T.  v.  893 ; 
reproach,  T.  v.  1060  ;  destroy,  HF.  1016  ; 
Shent,  jw.  s.  ruins,  I  848  ;  defiles,  1 854  ; 
Shente,  2>'-  s.  harmed,  injured,  B  4031  ; 
Shente,  2>i-  s.  suhj.  should  destroy,  T.  ii. 
357;  Shent,  pp.  spoilt,  T.  ii.  37  ;  defeated, 
L.  ()52  ;  scoldeil,  B  1731. 
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Shendshipe.  .v.  shame,  I  27^. 

Shene.  a<lj.  bright,  A  115;  glistening,  K. 

i2j  ;  lair,   E  j5->8  ;  l)ciiutit'ul,  B  6<).',   F 

1045.     A.  S.  scene,  scyne. 
Shene,  adv.  brightly,  4.  87. 
Shepe.  *.  hire,  I  568.     S(H!  Shipe. 
Shepne,   s.   stuhlt',  shol,  A  aixx*.     A. S. 

sri/pen.     Soe  Shipnes. 
Shere.  *.  pair  of  shears,  A  2417. 
Share,  fi<-r.  t<>  shear,  cut,  B  3,2~j. 
Shering-hokes.  2>l.  shciuring-hooks,  con- 

trivauc'.es  toi-  severing  ropes  in  a  sea- 
tight.  L.  641. 
Sherte.  s.  shirt,  A  1566 ;  chemise,  T.  i\-. 

f)6. 
Shet,  i>p.  o/Shette. 
Shete.  «.  sheet,  G  8-9 ;  pi.  A  4140. 
Sheten,  r.  shoot,  1  714;   Sheteth,  j""-  »• 

shoots,  R.  960. 
Sheter,  s.  as  adj.  fit  for  shooting,  (lit. 

shooter),  5.  180. 
Shethe,  s.  sheath,  R  2f><>f>. 
Shette,    r.   shnt,    enclose,   T.    iii.    1540 ; 

shut,  close,  D  1141  ;  Shette,  pt.  $.  shut, 

A  3499  ;  closed,  fastened  up,  T.  ii.  ioqo  ; 

Shetten,  2>t-  pl-  shut  up,  enclosed,  T.  i. 

148  ;  Shet,  pp.  shut,  R.  529. 
Sheves,  j//.  sheaves,  HF.  2140. 
Sheweth.  p;\  s.  jn-etentls,  appears,  B  2386  : 

appears  as,  is  shewn,  A.  i.  7.  9. 
Shifts.  V.  provide,  distribute,  ordain,  D 

104  ;  assign,  G  278. 
Shilde,  J))',  s.   siibj.   shield,  T.  ii.   1019; 

defend,  B  2tx)8  ;  forbid,  A  3427. 
Shimering,  s.  glimmer,  A  4297. 
Shine,  s.  shin,  A  386. 
Shined.  i><.  s.  shone,  L.  2104. 
Ship.  *'.  I.  16  ;  Shipe,  dat.  (into  the)  ship, 

t  into  the)  ark,  A  3540. 
Shipe,  s.  hire,  pay,  reward,  7.  193  :  Shepe, 

hire,  I  568.     A.  S.  scij^e,  stipendium. 
Shipman,  s.  sailor,  skipper,  A  388. 
Shipnes.  i>L  stables,  sheds,  D  871.     See 

Shepne. 
Shirreve,  s.  sheriff,  A  359.     Lit.   "shiix- 

reove.' 
Shiten,  2'2>.  defiled,  tlirty,  A  504. 
Shitting,  s.  sluitting,  R.  1598. 
Shivere.  s.  thin  slice,  D  1840. 
Shiveren,  2>i:  2>l.  break,  A  21105. 
Sho,  shoe,  A  253. 

Shod,  2>P-  provided  with  shoes,  HF.  98. 
Shode,  s.  parting  of  the  hair,  A  3316  ;  the 

temple  of  the  head,  A  2007. 
Shof.  2>t.  s.  pushed,  T.  iii.  487. 
Shoken,  2>t.  j''.  shook,  R.  363. 
Sholder-bone,  s.  shoulder-blade-bone,  C 

35U. 


Shonde.  s.  .ii;~giac\.-.  KF.  88  ;  B  2(x>X. 
Shoo,  ».'  shoe,  D  492  ;  Shoos,  pl.  A  457 ; 

Simon,  2>l.  B  1922. 
Shoof.  2>t.  s.  I  2>-  shoved,  i)ushed,  K.  534  ; 

pt.  s.  drove.  L.  2412. 
Shoon  ( shoon  1.  2>l.  of  Shoo. 
Shoon  I  shoon).  J»^  s.  0/ .Sh  jiic. 
Shorn.  ^»;).  shaven.  B  3142. 
Shorte,  v.  shorten,  D  1261  ;  to  sliorte  tvitli 

il<>vr  v.eye,  to  shorten  your  way  with,  A 

Shortly,  odv.  briefly,  A  30. 
Short'Sholdred,  adj.  short  in  the  upper 

arm.  A  5411. 
Shot.  .«.  a  missile,  B  4539 ;  arrow,  A  2544. 
Shot-windowe.  s.  a  window"containing 

a  siiuare   division    which   opens   on  a 

hinge,  A  3358.  3695. 
Shour,  s.  shower,  T.  iv.  751  :  onset,  con- 
flict. T.  iv.  47;  jj?.  assardts,  T.  i.  470. 

Cf.  E.  'a  s/(OJW;' of  darts.' 
Sho'W-ving.  s.  shoving.  i)ushing,  H  ~.}. 
Shredde.  2>t-  «•  slued,  cut,  E  227. 
Shrewe,  s.  scoundrel,   accursed  wretch, 

D  284  ;  shrew,  peevish  woman,  E  1222, 

2428 ;  planet  having  an  evil  influence, 

A.  ii.  4.  54  ;  evil  one,  G  917. 
Shrewe,  adj.  evil.  Micked,  G  995. 
Shrewe.  i  2>''-  *■  beshrew,  curse,  B  4616. 
Shrewed.  ndj.  evil,  wicked,  bad,  L  1545  ; 

accursed.  D  54. 
Shrewedly,  odf.  cursedly,  D  2238. 
Shrewednesse,   *.    wickedness,   evil,    B 

2721 ;  curseduess,  D  734  ;  pl.  evil  deeds, 

I  44-^. 
Shrifte-fadres.  2>i-  father-confessors,  D 

1442. 
Shrighte,  l>^  s.  shrieked,  A  2817;  pp.  T. 

V.   ^l^Jl). 

Shrimpe.s.  2>l.  small  creatures,  dwarfs, 

B3I45- 
Shroud,  s.  robe,  R.  64. 
Shrouded.  }>jk  clad.  R.  55. 
Shryked.  2>t-  2>^-  shrieked,  B  4590. 
Shryking.  .v.  shrieking,  T.  v.  382. 
Shryned.7»^>.  enshrined,  C  955 ;  canonised 

(ironically),  21.  15. 
Shryve.  (ler.  to  confess,  I  129. 
Shulder-boon.  i'.  blade-bone,  I  Ck>3. 
Shuldres.  pl.  shoulders,  R.  328. 
Shull.  Shullen.  Shulde  ;  see  Shal. 
Shyne,  fier.  to  shine.  10.  62  ;  Shoon,  strong 

2>t.  s.  shone,  A  198 :  Shynede,  iceak  pt, 

s.  shone,  L.  1119  ;  Shined,  L.  2194. 
Sib,  adj.  related,  akin,  B  2565. 
Sicamour.  s.  sycamore,  HF.  1278, 
Sicer.  k.  strung  drink,  B  3245. 
Sigh.  I  x't.  !<.  SUV.-,  R.  81S. ' 
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Sighte,  j)^  .<.  o/Syke, 

Signet,  s.  signet-ring,  T.  ii.  1087. 

Siguifiaunce,    s.   signilication,    R.    995 ; 

significance,  HF,  17;  prediction,  R.  j6. 
Signi.ficaiit,  a  writ  of  excommunication, 

A  o6->. 
Sik,  adj.  sick,  iU,  A  idx). 
Siker,  adj.  sure,  A  3049,  B  4353  ;    safe, 

G-  S64 ;   certain,  G-  1047  >   sure,  steady, 

D  2069  ;  in  securitj^T  17.  2&, 
Siker,  udc.  uninterruptedly,  T.  iiL  i-'37  ; 

surel.v,  T.  ii.  991. 
Sikered.  j>j>.  assui'ed,  L.  212S. 
Sikerer,  adj.  surer,  jnore  to  be  trusted, 

B  4043. 
Sikerly,    adv.   certainly,    surely,    truly, 

A  137. 
Sikernesse,    s.    security,    satcty,    confi- 
dence, B  425 ;   state  of  security,  T.  ii. 

Sikly,  adi:  ill,  witli  ill  will,  E  625. 

Silver,  s.  money,  A  232,  713. 

Silver,  adj.  silvery,  A  1496. 

Similitude,  s.  comparison ;  hence,  pro- 
position, statement,  CI  431  ;  sympathy, 
likeness,  F  480  ;  one  like  liimsfelf,  A  3228. 

Simphonye,  s.  a  kind  of  tabor,  B  2005. 

Simple,  adj.  modest,  E.  1014 ;  innocent, 

3.  SOI. 

Simplesse,  s.  Simplicity  (personified),  E- 

954. 

Sin,  conj.  and  adv.  since,  4.  273. 

Singe,  V.  sing,  A  236 ;  Singestow,  singesfc 
thou,  H  244  ;  Song,  i  pt.  s.  sang,  3.  1158  ; 
Songe,  2  pt.  s.  didst  sing,  H  294  ;  Song, 
pit.  s.  A  1055  ;  Songen,  pt.  pi.  sang,  F  55  ; 
Songe,  x>t.  s.  sttbj.  were  to  sing,  3.  929 ; 
Songen,  p>p.  sung,  T.  v.  645 ;  Songe,  2U>- 
A  266 ;  recited,  T.  v.  1797. 

Singularitees,  s.  p>l.  separate  parts,  par- 
ticulars, B  5.  m  3.  45. 

Singuler,  adj.  particular,  B  2.  p  7.  64 ; 
single,  I  300 ;  a  single,  G  997  ;  private, 
B  2625  ;  sinytilar p>>'o/ijte,  sx^ecial  advan- 
tage, HF.  310. 

Singulerly,  adv.  singly,  B  4.  p  6.  77. 

Sinue,  s.  sin,  A  561. 

Sinwes,  s.  xd.  sinews,  I  690. 

Sippe,  V.  sip,  taste,  I>  176. 

Sire,  sir,  my  master,  A  355;  Sires,  ijen. 
sire's,  father's,  i.  e.  Saturn's,  E  2265. 

Sis  cink,  L  e.  six-five,  a  throw  with  two 
dice,  B  125. 

Sisoiires,  pi.  scissors,  HF.  690. 

Sit,  pr.  s.  sits  ;  see  Sitte. 

Site,  s.  situation,  HF.  1114  ;  E  199. 

Sith,  conj.  since,  A  930 ;  Sith  that,  since, 
F  930,  H  120. 


Sith,  adv.  afterwards,  C  869;  then,  L. 
302. 

Sithen,  cvnj.  since,  B  2947 ;  Sithen  that, 
since,  A  2102, 

Sithen,  adv.  since,  ago,  A  1521 ;  siaco 
then,  E.  1641  :  since,  T.  iiL  244  ;  after- 
wards, A  2617  ;  then,  next,  L.  304  ;  j/ou/i 
s.  a  greet  uiii/I,  a  great  while  ago,  L. 
427 ;  f/07t  s.  lontje  zvhijle,  long  ago,  T.  i. 
718. 

Sithea,  i>?.  times,  A.  ii.  42.  9. 

Sitte,  V.  sit,  A  94  ;  Sit,  jrr.  s.  sits,  dwells, 
A  1599,  3641  ;  befits,  suits,  B  1353 ;  is 
fitting,  T.  i.  246 ;  yvel  it  sit,  it  is  un- 
becoming, E  460 ;  Sat,  2^.  -s.  sat,  A  469  ; 
affected,  T.  iv.  231  ;  suited,  L.  J735; 
became,  B^  750 ;  sat  on  knees,  knelt,  3. 
106  ;  hit  sat  me  sore,  it  was  very  XJaintul 
for  me,  3.  1220 ;  T.  iiL  240 ;  Sect,  pt.  s. 
sat  (lidse  tbrm,  due  to  pL  seten),  A  2075 ; 
Seten,  pd-  I>i-  sat,  A  2893  !  Sete,  2^-  s. 
suhj.  would  befit,  T.  i.  985,  ii.  117  ;  were 
■-to  sit,  3,  436  ;  was  sitting,  3.  501 ;  Sfiteu, 
2)p.  sat,  D  420 ;  dwelt,  A 1452 ;  ivel  sittinge, 
well  suited,  E.  986. 

Sittingest,  su2).  adj.  most  fitting,  5.  551. 

Sive,  J*,  sieve,  G  94a 

Sixte,  sixtlx,  D  45,  F  906. 

Skani,  adj.  scanty,  sparing,  niggardly,  i. 

J7> 
Skarmish,  s.  skirmish,  T.  iL  61 1. 
Skars,  adj.  scarce,  9.  36. 
Skathe,  s.  harm,  T.  iv.  207. 
Skile,  s.  reason,  cause,  HF.  726 ;  gret  sk., 

good  reason,  E  1 152  ;  reasonable  claim, 

L.   1392  ;  jj<.  reasons,  arguments,  HF, 

867. 
Skilful,  adj.  reasonable,  L.  385  ;  <.liscern- 

ing,  B  103S. 
Skilfully,  adc.  reasonably,  with  reason, 

G  320  ;  particularly,  4.  155. 
Skilinge,  3.  reason,  B  4.  p  6.  155. 
Skinketh,  j>i.  s.  i>outs  out,  E  1722. 
Skippe,   ger.   to   skip,  jiunp,    T.   i.    218 ; 

V.  dance,  A  3259  ;   leap,   E  1672 ;   pass 

over,  L.  622  ;  .Skiiite,  2>t-  «•  leapt,  F  1402. 
Skulle,  s.  skull,  A  3935,  4306. 
Skye,  s.  cloud,  HF.  1600. 
Slake,  v.  assuage,  E.  317 ;  slacken,  abate, 

F    841 ;    desist    (from),   E    705 ;    cease, 

E  137;  end,  E  802;   Slake  of,  omit,  L. 

619 ;  Slake,  pr.  s.  subj.  grow  slack,  wane, 

T.  iL  291  ;   Slakede,  j><.  s.  suhj.  should 

relax,  B  2.  m  8.  18. 
Slakke,   adj.  slow,  A   2901 ;    di'f.  slack, 

E  1S49. 
Slakker,   adj.  pi.  slacker,   more  tardy, 

B  1603, 
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Sledes,  s.  jiJ.  sledges,  vehicles,  B  4.  p  i. 

78.    PI.  oisled. 
Slee,  V.  A  661  ;  Sleen,  ger.  to  slay,  A  1222  ; 

Slee,  I  pr.  s.  ax  fut.  shall  slay,  B  2002  ; 

Sleeth,  pr.  s.  slays,  A  11 18;  Slowe,  2  pt. 

s.   didst  slay,   T.   iv.  5(^6 ;    Slow,  pt.   s. 

slew,    B    627 ;     extinguished,    B    3922 ; 

Slough,  pt.  8.  7.  56;    Slawe,  pp.  slain, 

A  943  ;  Slawen,  pp.  E  544  ;  Slayn,  pp. 

slain,  A  6^. 
Sleep,  pt.  s.  of  Slepe. 
Sleere,  s.  slayer,  A  21x15. 
Sleet,  s.  sleet,  L.  1220 ;  F  1250. 
Sleigh,  adj.  sly,  artful,  A  3201. 
Sleighly,  adv.  cunningly,  T.  v.  83. 
Sleighte,  s.  trickery,  T.  iv.  1459  >  trick, 

B  2386;  sleight,  T.  ii.  1512  ;  contrivance, 

E  1102  ;  plan,  E  2131  ;  dexterity,  A  1948  ; 

cunning,  L.  1382  ;  skill,  G  867  ;  pi.  plans, 

T.  iv.  1451  ;  devices,  tricks,  E  2421. 
Slely,  adv.  slily,  i.  e.  skilfully,  A.  ii.  29.  20. 
Slepe,  s.  sleep,  F  347;  on  slepe,  asleep,  L. 

2(X> 

Slepe,  V.  sleep,  3.  3 ;  Slepestow,  sleepest 

thou,  A  4169;  Sleep,  i  pt.  s.  slept,  HF, 

119  ;  Sleep.  jj<.  «.  A  98  ;  Slepte,  weak  pt. 

s.  E  224  ;  Slepe,  i)t.  pi.  3.  166,  177. 
Sleping,  s.  sleep,  B  4202. 
Sleping-tyme,  s.  time  to  sleep,  6.  54, 
Slepy.  ailj.  sleep-bestowing,  A  1387. 
Slewthe,  s.  sloth,  I  388. 
Sleye,  2)1.  sly,  subtle,  T.  iv.  972. 
Sleyly,  adv.  sUly,  T.  ii.  1185;  subtly,  T. 

ii.  462. 
Slider,  adj.  slipper>-,  A  1264. 
Slighte,  8.  sleight,  cunning,  C  131. 
Slike,  adj.  sleek,  R.  542. 
Slinge-stones,  j>/.  stones  from  a  sling. 

T.  ii.  941. 
Slinke.  ijer.  to  slink,  T.  iii.  1535. 
Slippe,  c.  slip,  L.  023. 
Slit,  pr.  8.  of  Slyde. 
Slitten,  V.  pierce,  F  1260. 
Slivere,  «.  a  slice,  portion,  T.  iii.  1013, 
Slo,  8.  sloe,  K.  928 ;  Sloo,  A  3246. 
Slogardye,  s.  sluggishness,  sloth,  laziness, 

.\  1042. 
Slombrestow,  slumberest  thou,  T.  i.  730. 
Slombry,  «(/./.  sleepy,  I  724. 
Slomeringe,  «.  slumber,  T.  ii.  67. 
Slong,  pt.  s.  threw,  flung,  H  31^6.     Pt.  t. 

of  slingen. 
Sloo,  .«.  sloe,  A  3246  ;  Slo,  R.  928. 
Sloppes,  s.  pi.  l<K)se  gjirments,  I  422. 
Slough, ,«.  slough,  mire,-  H  64. 
Slough,  pt.  8.  slew.  A  980 ;  sec  Slee. 
Slouthe,  s.  sloth,  T.  ii.  959. 
Slow,  ».  slough,  D  1505  ;  Slough,  H  64. 


Slow,  ^)<.  8.  o/Slee. 

Slowh,  pt.  8.  slew,  B  4.  m  7.  43. 

Sluggy,  adj  sluggish,  I  7o(>. 

Sluttish,  (ulj.  slovenly,  G  636. 
'   Sly,  adj.  L.  i^tK);  sly  "(one),  A  3940;  Slye, 
def.    cunning,    crafty,    7.    48;    skilful, 
F  672  ;  pi.  artfully  contrived,  F  230. 

Slyde,  c.  slide,  T.  v.  351  ;  pass,  go  away, 
E  82,  F  924  ;  Slit,  [ir.  s.  passes  away,  5. 
3  ;  G  082  ;  Slydinge,  pres.  pt.  as  adj, 
moving,  i.  e.  vinstable,  T.  v.  825. 

Slyk  (for  Slyke  y),  adj.  sleek,  D  351. 

Slyk,  adj.  such  (Xorthern),  A  4130,  4170. 

Slyly,  adv.  sagacioiasly,  A  1444. 

Smal,  adj.  small,  A  ii;3;  a  smal,  a  little, 
6.  113. 

Smal,  adv.  little,  D  592  ;  but  smal,  but 
little,  F  71 ;  high  (of  musical  notes),  12, 
II. 

Smalish,  adj.  smallish,  R.  826. 

Smart,  adj.  brisk  (said  of  a  fire),  G  768. 

Smatre,  pr.  pi.  rejt.  taste  slightly,  I  857. 

Smert,  adj.  smart,  quick,  R.  831  ;  brisk, 
G  7O8  ;  pi.  painful,  3.  507. 

Smerte,  h.  pain,  smart,  F  480,  856,  974  ; 
anguish,  A  3813. 

Smerte,  adv.  smartly,  sliarply,  A  149 ; 
sorely,  E  629. 

Smerte,  <jer.  to  smart,  L.  502  ;  Smert,  pr. 
s.  pains  (me),  i.  152  ;  Smerte,  pr.  s.  subj. 
(it)  may  pain,  A  1394  ;  Smerte,  pt.  s. 
felt  pain,  T.  ii.  930  ;  Smerte,  pt.  s.  subj, 
iiiipers.  (it)  might  give  pain  to,  A  230. 

Smit,  -en  ;  see  Smyte. 

Smithed,  pt.  s.  forged,  A  3762. 

Smitted,  jip.  smittted,  i.  e.  besmirched, 
sullied  with  dishonour,  T.  v.  1545. 

Smoking,  pre.t.  pt.  reeking  with  incense 
or  perfume,  A  2281. 

Smokless.  adj.  without  a  smock,  E  S75. 

Smoky,  adj.  smoke-like,  T.  iii.  628. 

Smoot,  pf.  8.  of  Smyte. 

Smoterliche,  adj.  smirched  in  reputa- 
tion, A  3963. 

Smothe,  adj.  smo<5th,  A  690. 

Smothe,  adv.  smoothly,  A  676. 

Smyler,  s.  smiler,  flatterer,  A  1999. 

Smyte,  v.  strike,  A  1220 ;  Smyten  of, 
smite  oft",  L.  1817 ;  Smyteth,  pr.  8, 
knocks,  Ii.  393 ;  Smit,  pr,  8.  smites, 
E  122  ;  Smoot,  2)t.  s.  smote,  stntck,  A 
149;  Smiten,  j<j*.  struck.  T.  ii.  1145. 

Snew^ed,  j*f.  s.  abounded.  A  345. 

Snibben,  v.  reprove,  chide,  lit.  -snub,' 
A  523  :  pp.  reprimanded,  A  4401. 

Snorteth.  j>r.  s.  snorts,  A  4i()3  ;  j>f.  8.  was 
drawn  together  (as  in  .sniffing),  R.  157. 

Snow,  s.   il.  558;    artjent  (in  herakb-j;^ 
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■white,  B  3573;    2^?.    snow-storms,   HF. 

967. 
Suo'wish,  adj.  snowy,  white,  T.  iii.  1250. 
So,  adv.  so,  A  102  ;  such,  B  2205 ;  in  such 

a  way,  such,  T.  iii.   1579;  so,  i.e.  pray 

(with  verb  in  subj.  wood),  T,  iii.  1470  ; 

So  as,  as  well  as,  as  far  as,  4.   161 ;  so 

have  I  Joye,  as  I  hope  to  lla^•e  bliss,  3. 

1065. 
^0,  conj.  provided  that,  L.  1319 ;    So  as, 

whereas,  B  4.  p  3.  40  ;  So  that,  provided 

that,  C  186. 
Sobrely,  adv.  gravely,  F  1585  ;  Soberlj-, 

sadly,  with  a  melancholy  look,  A  289. 
Sobrenesse,  s.  sobriety,  I  834. 
Socour,  succour,  heli),  A  918,  F  1357 ;  du 

yuic  s.,  help  you,  4.  292. 
Socouren,  v.  aid,  T.  iii.  1264. 
Socovirs,  s.  help,  L.  1341. 
Soden,  2^P-  sodden,  boiled,  I  900. 
Sodein,  adj.  prompt,  forward,  T.  v.  1024. 
Sodeinly,  adv.  suddenly,  F  1015. 
Softs,    adj.   soft,   A    153 ;    gentle,    slow, 

B  399  ;  mild,  D  1412. 
Softe,  adv.  softly,  A  2781  ;  gently,  C  252  ; 

tenderly,  B  275  ;  timidlj',  3.  1212. 
Softely,  adv.  softly,   F  636 ;   qviietly,   G- 

408  ;  in  a  low  tone,  L.  2126. 
Softneth,  2>''-  *•  assiiages,  L.  50. 
Sojourne,  v.  dwell,  T.  v.  1350;  tarry,  E. 

381  ;  remain,  D  987. 
Soken,  s.  toll,  A  3987.     A.  S.  socn. 
Sokingly,  adv.  gradually,  B  2766.     '  So- 

ksnglv,    idem    quod    esyly';     Prompt. 

Parv. ' 
Sol,  Sol  (the  sun),  G  826. 
Solas,  s.  amusement,  A  798  ;  solace,  I  206  ; 
comfort,  F  802  ;  consolation,  T.  ii.  460  ; 

relief,    B     1972  ;     diversion,     B     KJ04 ; 

pleasure,  B  3964  ;  playfulness,  K.  844 ; 

joy,  T.  i.  31  ;  ease,  L.  1966. 
Solde,  pi.  s.  o/Selle. 
Solempne,  adj.  festive,  grand,   E   1125  ; 
cheerful,    A    209 ;    imijortant,    A    304  ; 
illustrious,  B  387  j  suj)erb,  F  61  ;  iniblic, 

I    lOJ. 

Solempnely,  adv.  pompouslj',  with  jwrnp, 

A  274. 
Solempuitee,  s.  pomp,  A  870 ;  outward 

show,  G  244  ;  due  ceremony,  E  1709. 
Soleyn,   adj.  sole,  solitary,   3.  982 ;    un- 

mated,  5.  607,  614. 
Solsticiovm,  «.  the  solstice,  or  point  of 

the    eclii)tic    most    remote    from    the 

equator,  A.  i.  17.  9. 
Som   (sum),   indef.  pron.    some,    A    640, 

B  1 182  ;  one,  a  certain  man,  G  922 ;  one, 

3-  3'-'5  j  another,  5.  476;   isvm  ahrewe  is, 


some  one  (at  least)  is  wicked,  G  995 ; 

Som  .  .  .  som,  one  .  .  .  another,  A  3031  ; 

Somme,  pi.   some,   B   2139;    some   (of 

them),  L.  1050. 
Somdel,  adv.  somewhat,  B  4011  ;  a  little, 

L.  1183  ;  in  some  measure,  A  3911. 
Somer,  ..v.  summer,  A  394  ;  Someres  game, 

summer-game,   athletic    exhiljition,   1) 

048. 
Somer-sesoun.  s.  spring,  early  summer, 

B  3.  P  8.  43. 
Somme,  pi.  .some.  T.  iv.  9<;5  ;  see  Som. 
Somme.    s.    sum,    F    1220 ;    chief   point, 

tipshot,   L.   1559 ;   X)l.  sums   of  money, 

B  1407.  G  675. 
Somne,  v. ;  see  Sompne. 
Som.nour,   s.   summoner,    apparitor,   an 

officer  who  sumnioned  delinquents  be- 
fore the  ecclesiastical  courts,  A  543. 
Somonce,  s.  summons,  D  1586. 
Sompne,  v.  summon,  1)  ]'^77;  Somne,  v, 

D  1347- 

Sompnolence,  n.  somnolence,  I  706. 

Somtyme,  adv.  once,  A  65,  85 ;  some- 
times, B  1667  ;  some  day,  B  1 10. 

Sond,  s.  sand,  B  509,  44.S7. 

Sonde,  s.  message,  B  388,  1049  i  sending, 
I  625  ;  gifts,  B  1049 ;  visitation,  B  760, 
826 ;  trial,  B  902 ;  message  {or  messenger), 

G  5^5- 
Soudedi,  pp.  sanded,  T.  ii.  822. 
Sondry,  adj.  various,  A  14,  25. 
Sone  (suna),  s.  son,  A  79,  336. 
Sone,  adv.  soon,  A  1022  ;  speedily,  D  1264, 
Sone-iu-lawe,  «.  son-in-law,  E  315. 
Sonest,  adv.  stiperl.  soonest,  B  3716. 
Song,  -e,  -en  ;  see  Singe. 
Sonne,  s.  sun,  A  7,  30. 
Sonne-beem,  s.  sunbeam,  D  868. 
Sonnish,  adj.  sun-like,  golden,  T,  iv.  736, 

810. 
Soor,  s.  sore,  wound,  A  1454. 
Soor,   adj.   wounded,   grieved,    A    2695 ; 

sore,  F  1571  ;  sad,  T.  v.  039. 
Soot,  s.  soot,  an  emblem  of  bitterness,  T. 

iii.  1194. 
Sooth,  adj.  true,   L.   14  ;    ««  adv.  trul^', 

C  636. 
Sooth,  g.   truth,   A  284  ;    Sothe,   G  662  j 

Sothe,  dat.  B  1939. 
Soothfastnesse,  ».  truth,  B  4518. 
Soothly,  adv.  truly,  A  117. 
Sooty,  adj.  begrimed  with  soot,  B  4022. 
Sop,  8.  Sop  (of  toasted  bread),  E  1843 ; 

Sop  in  wyn,  wine  with  bread  soaked  in 

it,  A  334. 
Soper,  CI.  supijer,  A  348  ;  Sopeer,  F  n8y, 
Sophistrye,  a.  evil  cunning,  L,  137. 
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Sophyme.  *.  a  sophism,  trick  of  logic,  E 

5  ;  i>l.  deceits,  F  554. 
Sore,  adv.  sorelj-,  A  148  :  bar  go  sore,  bore 

so  ill,  E  85. 
Sore,  tjer.   to   soar,   HF.  5^1  ;    to  mount 

aloft,  F  12}. 
Sorer,  adv.  moi-e  sorely.  L.  5(jj. 
Sorest,  (;</(■,  most  sorely,  5.  404. 
Sormounte.  gei:  to  siuijass,  It.  667  ;  pr.  s. 

rises  above,  T.  iii.  1038. 
Sort,  8.  lot,  T.  ii.  1754  ;  destiny,  chance, 

A  844  ;  kind,  A  4^81  ;  divination,  T.  i. 

Sorted,  pt.  s.  allotted,  T.  v,  18-'-. 
Sorwe,  «.  sorrow,  "rrief,  A  051 ;  moumLng, 

B  -'171  :  synipiitiiy.  compassion,  F  422  ; 

with    sorwe,    with    ill   luck    to  you,    D 

.^08, 
Sorwestow,  thou  sorrowest,  B  i.  p  6.  80  ; 

pr.  j(.  1  85  ;  pr.  pi.  A  2824. 
Sorweful,  mlj.  sorrowful,  L.  18.^2. 
Sorwefulleste,   adj.  most  sorrowfiU,   E 

2l)«)8. 

Sorwefully.  adv.  sadly,  A  2978. 

Sorwing.  ;;.  sorrow.  3.  O06. 

Sory.  adj.  sorrowful,  mournful,  A  2004, 

2010  ;  sad.  B  2800  ;  unlucky,  B  1949  ;  ill, 

C  876  ;  miserable,  H  55. 
Sory.  adv.  sorel.v,  B  2.  p  4.  luu. 
Soster,  *.  sister.  A  3486. 
Sote,  adj.  sweet,  A  i,  B  2348. 
Sote,  adv.  sweetly.  L.  2612. 
Sotel,  adj.  subtle,  cunnine;,  18.  43. 
Soteltee,  subtlety,  skill,  18.  77. 
Soth.  adj.  true,  B  169;  Sooth,  L.  14 
Sothe.  s.  truth.  A  845.     See  Sooth. 
Sother,  adj.  comp.  truer.  Cf  214. 
Sothfastnesse.  s.  truth.  B  236'; ;  certainty, 

1   <8o. 
Sothly,  (/(7c.  verily,  six)thly,  A.  pr.  23. 
Soth-sawe.  .■*.   true  saying,    truth,    HF. 

21)89  i  P^-  HF.  (>70. 
Sotil,  arfj.  subtle,  cunning.  L.  1556,  2559; 

subtly  woven,  A  1054  :  thin,  A  2030. 
Sotilly.  arfr.  skiltuUv.  K.  1119;  cleverly, 

K.  77-'. 
Sotted,  adj.  besotted,  befooled,  CI  1341, 
Souded,  2>j>.  confirmed,  B  17611. 
Sought,  -e  ;  see  Seke. 
Souke,  (icr.  to  suck.  A  4157 :  to  embezzle, 

A  4410 ;  pp.  been  at  the  breast,  E  450. 
Soul,  adj.  sole,  single,  E  2080. 
Soule,  s.  soul.  A  650.  781. 
Soulfre.  s.  sulphur,  HF.  1508. 
Soun,  s.  sound,  musical  sound,  A  674,  E  ' 

271  ;  vaunt,  L.  267;  pi.  sounds.  A  2512.      j 
Sound,  adj.  unhurt.  L.  1619  :  pi.  in  strong  | 

heulth,  T.  iii.  1520.  I 

E  e 


Souude.  ger.  to  heal,  make  sound,  7.  242  ; 
V.  heal.  K.  </><■,. 

Soune.  ger.  to  sound,  to  utter.  T.  ii.  573  ; 
imitate  in  sound,  speak  iilike,  F  105  ; 
Sounen,  v.  sound,  hence,  tend,  redound, 
T.  i.  1036 ;  Souneth,  pr.  s.  tends  (to- 
wards;, relates,  (to),  T.  iii.  1414  ;  is  con- 
sonant (with),  B  3157;  makes  (for;.  H 
195  :  Sounen.  pr.  pi.  tend.  I  1068  ;  pt.  s. 
inclined,  T.  iv.  1676;  2>re9.pt.  accordant 
with,  in  agreement  with,  A  275 ;  Souu- 
inge  in,  tending  to,  A  307. 

Souued  ;  betitea.,  best -sounding,  T.  ii.  mm. 

Soupe.  V.  sup,  T.  ii.  944. 

Souper,  s.  supper,  T.  ii.  947. 

Souple.  adj.  pliant,  A  203. 

Sourdeth.  pr.  s.  arises.  I  475. 

Soure.  adj.  bitter,  cruel.  B  i.  p  4.  88. 

Soure.  adv.  sourly,  bitterly,  B  2012. 

Soures,  s.  2d.  sorrels,  bucks  of  the  third 
year.  3.  42(1. 

Sourmounteth.  pr.  s.  surmounts,  rises 
above,  T.  iii.  1038. 

Sours,  s.  source,  origin,  T.  v.  1591  ;  E  41*  ; 
a  springing  alolt,  HF.  544  ;  swift  uii- 
ward  flight,  1)  1938.  1941. 

Souter,  s.  cobbler,  A  3904. 

Soutiltee,  s.  device,  i)  570, 

Souvenance,  s.  remembrance,  24.  14. 

Soveraynetee,  s.  sovereignty,  E  114.  F 
751  ;  suiircmacy,  D  818. 

Sovereyn.  adj.  supreme,  very  high,  A  67; 
chief,  B }}}q :  sovereign,  1)  1048 ;  superior, 
A  ii.  28.  39  a  technical  term,  applied  to 
the  western  signs  of  the  zodiac) ;  as  s. 
lord.  I.  O9  :  master.  G-  5tx) ;  .So^erej-ne, 
fem.  5.  422 ;  Sovereyus.  p^  suiieriors, 
I  3ij2.  402. 

Sovereynly.  adv.  rovallv.  B  2462 ;  chiefly, 
B4552. 

Sovereyntee,  •».  supremacy.  D  1038. 

Sowdan.  ,•*.  sultan.  B  177. 

Sowdanesse,  ».  sultaness,  B  358. 

Sowe.  r.  sew  up,  T.  ii.  1201,  1204;  ^yj. 
sown,  A  685. 

Sowen,  V.  sow.  B  1182;  Sowen,  2>P-  K. 
161 7  ;  Sowe,  2'P-  T.  i.  385. 

Sowle.  .•*.  soul,  life,  T,  ii.  1734. 

Sowled.  pp.  endued  with  a  soul,  G-  329. 

Sowne,  V.  sound,  play  upon,  A  565 ; 
soiuiil,  T,  iii.  189 ;  Sowneth,  pr.  s. 
sounds.  I  160  ;  signifies,  A.  i.  21.  62  ;  jyr. 
pi.  play,  F  270 ;  Sowneth.  pr.  pi.  tend 
(to),  are  consonant ( with),  F 51 7;  Souned, 
pt.  pi.  tended,  B  3348.    See  Soune. 

Space.  *.  room,  T.  i.  714 ;  space  of  time, 
A  87 ;  wliile,  C  239.;  opportunity,  spare 
time.  A  35  ;  course.  A  170. 

2 


I04 


(Bfo00dnaP  '^n'btv. 


Spak,  pt.  8.  spake,  A  124  ;  see  Speke. 

Span,^^  i«.  simu,  L.  1702. 

Spaune,  s.  span,  A  155. 

Span-newe,  (t<lj.  span-new,  T.  iii.  1665. 
Lit.  'newly  siuin.' 

Spare,  v.  spai-e,  refrain,  A  192  ;  cease,  5. 
oiK) ;  2U^-  passed  over,  L.  2602. 

Sparhauk,  s.  sparrow-hawk,  B  1957. 

Sparinge,  s.  moderation,  I  835. 

Sparkle,  s.  small  spark,  B  2095. 

Sparow,  s.  sparrow,  5.  351. 

Sparre,  *•.  wooden  beam,  A  990,  1076. 

Sparth,  s.  battle-axe,  A  2520. 

Sparwe,  .«.  sparrow,  A  626. 

Spaynel,  *.  spaniel,  D  267. 

Spece,  s.  species,  sort,  I  407 ;  j??.  kinds,  A 
301.?,  I  865. 

Speche,  s.  speech,  L.  1084 ;  discourse,  A 
307 ;  talk,  A  7S3,  D  1020 ;  address,  3. 
1 131  ;  oratory,  F  104. 

Special,  adj.  special ;  in  special,  especi- 
ally, in  imrtieular,  A  444,  1017. 

Spectacle,  s.  eye-glass,  1)  1203. 

Spede,  (jer.  to  succeed,  C  134 ;  Spede  me, 
V.  be  quick,  5.  385  ;  Spede,  jn:  a.  siihj. 
speed,  prosper,  A  yGc) ;  Spedde,  pt.  s. 
hastened,  moved  quickly,  A  3649  ;  made 
to  prosper,  B  3876  ;  pt.  s.  rejt.  hasted,  A 
1217 ;  ipt.  s.  refl.  L.  200  ;  pp.  terminated, 
determined,    5.    10 1 ;    accomplished,    G- 

357- 
Speed,  s.  help,  T.  ii.  9;  success,  T.  i.  17  ; 

for  conmne  spede,  for  the  good  of  all,  5. 

507. 
Speedful,  adj.  advantageous,  B  727. 
Speere,  s.  sphere,  F  1283. 
Speke,     V.    speak,    3.    852 ;     Spekestow, 

speakest  thou,    G  473 ;    Sjaak,    1  lit.   s. 

spake,  L.  97  ;  pt.  s.  3.  503  ;  Speken,  jit.pl. 

3.   350;  Spaken  {better  Speken),  pt.  pJ. 

spake,  T.  i.  505  ;  Speke,  pt.  s.  subj.  might 

speak,  T.  ii.  1119  ;  Spoken,  i:<jj.  A  31. 
Speking,    s.    speech-making,    oratory,  5. 

488  ;  speaking,  H  335. 
Spelle,  s.  dot.  a  story,  B  2083. 
Spence,  s.  liuttoi-y,  D  1931. 
Spending-silver,    s.    silver    to    spend, 

money  in  hand,  G  1018. 
Spere,  s.  spetir,  A  114  ;  as  niyh  as  men  mfu/ 

casten  with  a  sjiere,  a  spears  cast,  HF. 

1048. 
Spere,  .9.  sphere,  orbit,  4.  137  :   16.  11. 
Sperhauk,  s.  siiarrowhawk,  B  4')47. 
Sperme,  s.  seed,  B  3199. 
Sperred,  pj).  barred,  T.  v.  521. 
Spete,  v.  si)it,  T.  ii.  1617;  Spetten,  ja'.  id. 

I  270. 
Spewe,  V.  vomit,  B  2607. 


Spewing,  s.  vomit,  I  138. 

Spicerye,  s.  mixture  of  spices,  B  2043. 

Spille,  v.  spill,  drop,  T.  v.  880  ;  kill,  L. 
1574  ;  destroy,  ruin,  E  503 ;  perish,  6. 
121;  ger.  to  destroy,  T.  v.  58S ;  to  sp. 
labour,  to  lose  labour,  H  153  ;  doth  ine 
.tp.,  causes  me  to  die,  6.  14  ;  Spillestow 
teres,  lettest  thou  tears  fall  (Lat.  )nanas\ 
B  1.  p  4.  4  ;  pp.  killed,  B  857 ;  lost.  i. 
180  ;  i-uined,  U  1611  ;  confounded,  D  38S. 

Spirit,  s.  A  2809 ;  Spirites,  the  (four) 
spirits  in  alchemy  (sulphur,  sal  ammo- 
niac, quicksilver,  arsenic),  G  820  ;  vital 
forces,  3.  489. 

Spitous,  adj.  malicious,  R.  979  ;  inhospi- 
table, 22.  13. 

Spitously,  adv.  spitefully,  D  223  ;  vehe- 
mently, A  3476. 

Spoke,  j>j).  0/ Speke. 

Sponne,  2  pt.  pi.  did  spin,  T.  iii.  734. 

Spoon,   s.   spoon,   F  602  ;    Spones,  pi.  C 

V)<).S. 

Spore,  8.  spur,  A  2603  ;  pi.  A  473. 
Sporne,  ger.  to  spurn,  kick,  13.  11  ;  pt.  .9. 

.spurns,  treads,  T.  ii.  797  ;  pt.  s.  tripped 

himself  tip,  A  4280. 
Spot,  s.  defect,  E  2146. 
Spousaille,  s.  espousal,  wedding,  E  115, 

180. 
Spoused,  pp.  wedded,  E  3,  386. 
Spouted,  pp.  vomited,  B  487. 
Sprayned  ;  see  Springen. 
Sprede,  v.  spread,  open.  4.  4  ;  ger.  to  ex- 
pand, R  1679  i  Spradde,  pt.  s.  spread,  E 

418,    722 ;    covered,    7.    40 ;    Sprad,  pp. 

spread,    A    2903 ;     dispersed,     3.     874  ; 

Spradde,  pp.  pi.  wide  open,  T.  iv.  1422. 
Spreynd  ;  see  Springen. 
Spring,  s.  dawn,  A.  ii.  o.  (i ;  first  growth, 

K.  834  ;  pi.  merry  dances,  HF.  1235. 
Springe,  strong  v.  spring   up,  grow,   A 

3018  ;  rise,  B  4068  ;  spread  abroi-.d,  7.  74  ; 

spring,  be  carried,  L.  719 ;  ger.  to  rise 

(as  the  sun),  A  2522  ;  to  dawn,  A  822  ;  to 

arise,  1.  133  ;  Sprang,  j)^  s.  grew  up,  R. 

1425  ;  Sprong,  pt.  s.  spread  out,  R.  1704  ; 

Spronge,  jip.  become  famous,  A  1437 ; 

grown,  L.  1054 ;  spronge  amis,  alighted 

in  a  wrong  place,  HF.  2079. 
Springen,    weak    v.    sprinkle,    scatter, 

sow   broadcast,   B   1183;    Spreynd,  pj>. 

sprinkled,  B  422,   1830 ;  Sprayned,  jiji. 

B  2.  p  4.  132.     A.  S.  sprengan. 
Springers,  s.  pi.  sources,  origins,  I  387. 
Springing,  s.  source,  E  49. 
Spume,  ('.  spurn,  Icick,  F  616. 
Spyce,  s.  spice,  R.  1367,  1371 ;  pi.  spicerj-, 

L.  mo;  .species,  kinds,  I  83,  102. 
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Spyced,  pp.  sijiced,  A  3378 ;  scruinilou.s, 

A  5J(.,  1)  4XS- 
Spycerye,  s.  collection  of  spices,  mixture 

of  spices,  A  2935.  B  136. 
Spyr,  s.  spire,  shoot,  T.  ii.  1335. 
Squames.  s.  pi.  scales,  G-  759. 
Squaymoua,  adj.  squeamish,  sparing  'ex- 

(•ei)t  rarely),  A  3337. 
Squiereth,  2>''-  »•  attends,  accompanies, 

1)  <(.5. 
Squire,  .•>.  a  '  square.'  a  carpenter's  instru- 
ment   for    measuring   riglit    angles,    I) 

3(HK>;  pi.  measuring-rules,  A.  i.  li.  3. 
Squyer,  .•*.  squire,  A  79. 
Stable,  adj.  abiding,  A  3004,  3009:  firm, 

3.  '145  :  sure.  E  1499  j  constant,  4.  281  ; 

steadfast,  F  871. 
Stablissed,  pj).  established,  A  2995. 
Stadie,  s.  race-course,  B  4.  p  3.  n. 
Staf.  s.  staff,  stick,  L.  2000;    (perhaps  a 

bed-staff  1,  A  4294,  4296;  Staves,  gen.  of 

the  shaft  of  a  car,  7.  184. 
Staf-slinge,  s.  a  staff-sling,  sling  with  a 

handle,  B  2019. 
Stages,  i>/.  positions,  HF.  122. 
Stak,  pt.  s.  stuck,  T.  iii.  1372  ;  was  fastened 

on,  R.  458. 
Stakereth,  pr.  s.  staggers,  L.  2687. 
Stal,  pt.  s.  o/Stelen. 
Stalke,  ii.  stalk,  A  1036  ;  piece  of  straw, 

A  3919  ;  Stalkes,  ^j?.  (Lat.  jiahnites),  B  i. 

m  6.  15  ;  stems,  T.  ii.  9OS  ;  uprights  of  a 

ladder,  A  3625. 
Stalke,   V.   creep  up  (to),  T.  ii.  510  ;  move 

stealthily,  L.  1781 :  pr.s.  walks  stealthily. 

A  1470  ;  moves  slowly,  A  3648. 
Stalle,  s.  dat.  ox-stall,  T.  v.  1469. 
Stamin,  s.  a  coarse  harsh  cloth,  famine, 

tammy,  L.  23^)0;  I  1052.     O.F.  cstamine. 
Stampe.  ]>r.  pi.  bray  in  a  mortar,  C  538. 
Stanched.  2W-  staunched,  B  2.  p  2.  53. 
Stauk,  s.  lake,  tank,  pool.  I  841.     E.  tank. 
Stant,  stands  ;  see  Stonde. 
Stapeu.  j^j<.  advanced,  B  401 1,  E  1S14  {in 

MS.  E.I. 
Stare,  s.  starling,  5.  348. 
Starf.  pt.  s.  o/Sterve. 
Stark,    adj.   strong,   E    1458 ;    severe,    B 

33(K). 
Startling,  moving  suddenly,  L.  1204. 
Staunchen,  v.  satisfy,  B  3.  m  3.  3. 
Stede,  s.  place,  HF.  731  :  in  atede  of,  in- 
stead of,  B  3308. 
Stede,  8.  steed,  A  2157. 
Stedfastnesse,   ».    constancy,    firmness, 

E  600:  stability,  15.  7. 
Steer.  *.  bullock,  A  2149. 
Steked,  p>p.  stuck,  L.  lOi  a. 


Stele.  .«.  lit.  handle;  i.e.  the  (c<x>li  end, 
A  37«5. 

Steleu,  V.  steal.  A  $62  ;  Steleth,  pr.  s. 
steals  aw.i.v,  B  21  ;  Stal,  pt.  «.  stole,  L. 
796  ;  came  (or  went)  cunningly,  HF. 
418;  went  stealthily,  B  3763  ;  ufal  away, 
stole  away,  ^.  381  ;  k>tole,  j>2>-  stolen,  A 
2627. 

Stellifye.  r.  make  into  a  constellation, 
HF.  58(),  1002. 

Stemed,  i>t.  s.  shone,  glowed,  A  202.  A.  S. 
.'<ti'iiiun. 

Stenten,  v.  leave  off,  A  903  ;  fjpr.  to  stay, 
A  2442  ;  V.  cease,  leave  off,  B  3925 ; 
Stente,  2pr.  s.  subj.  cease,  18.  61  :  Stente, 
jif.  s.  ceased,  stopped,  3.  i.:;4  ;  L.  1240  ;  re- 
mained, L.  821  ;  stayed,  T.  i.  273  ;  Stente, 
pit.  ptl.  ceased,  T.  i.  60  ;  delayed,  L.  033  ; 
pp.  stopped,  A  1368. 

Stspe,  adj.  lA.  glittering,  bright,  A  201, 
753.     A.S.  steap. 

Steppes,  pi.  foot -tracks,  L.  829,  2209. 

Stere,  s.  helm,  rudder,  B  833 ;  pilot, 
helmsman,  guide,  B  448  :  in  stere,  upon 
m.v  rudder,  T.  v.  641. 

Stere,  v.  steer,  rule,  T.  iii.  910  :  i  jir.  3. 
steer,  T.  ii.  4  ;  pp.  controlled,  L.  935. 

Stere,  i:  stir,  move,  excite,  T.  i.  228  :  pro- 
pose. T.  iv.  1451  ;  jjr.  s.  stirs,  HF.  817. 

Sterelees.  adj.  rudderless,  B  439. 

Steresman,  .«.  steersman,  HF.  436. 

Steringe.  s.  stirring,  motion,  HF.  800. 

Sterlinges.  2>l-  sterling  cfdns,  C  ()<)7. 

Sterne,  adj.  stem,  E  465 ;  violent,  T.  iii. 
74  ^■ 

Sterre,  s.  star,  5.  68,  300 ;  const eUatiou, 
HF.  599. 

Stert.  .«.  start,  T.  v.  254  ;  at  a  strrf,  in  a 
moment,  A  1705. 

Sterte.  r.  start,  go  quickly,  T.  ii.  1634  ; 
move  away,  T.  iii.  94t) ;  pass  awa.v,  B 
335  ;  leap.  skip.  K.  344  ;  Stert,  jrr.  s. 
rouses,  HF.  68i  ;  Sterte.  i  p^  .t.  departed, 
T.  iv.  c)■^ :  rushed,  L.  811  :  leajit.  A  952  ; 
went,  T.  ii.  1094  ;  went  at  once.  L.  6(k)  ; 
Sterting,  j;ws.  p^  bursting  suddenly, 
L.  1741. 

Sterve.  v.  die,  A  1249:  die  of  famine,  C 
451  ;  Start'.  2'f-  «•  L.  1691  ;  A  933,  B  283; 
Storvcn.  2>t.  pi.  C  888. 

Stevene,  *.  voice,  sound,  language,  A 
2362  ;  rumour,  talk,  T.  iii.  1723  ;  time, 
moment,  esp.  of  an  apiiointment,  A 
1524;  sound,  L.  1219;  meeting  by  ap- 
pointment, 4.  52  ;  sette  St.,  made  ap- 
pointment, A  4383. 

Stewe,  s.  a  fish-pond,  A  350 ;  .a  small 
room,  closet,  T.  iii.  601  ;  brothel,  HF.  2(? 
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Ste'we-dore.  >\  eloset-tloor,  T.  iii.  (ipS. 

Steyre,  .«.  degree  (Lat.  r/ratlus.,  4.  129  ; 
Steyi-es,  (jfln.  stair's,  T.  iii.  205. 

Stiborn.  adj.  stubborn,  D  456,  637. 

Stidefast,  ndj.  stcadtast,  B  2641. 

Stif,  adj.  strong,  A  673  ;  bold,  T?.  1270 ; 
hard,  D  2267. 

Stiken,  t/er.  to  stick,  T.  i.  297  ;  Stiked, 
jif.  .9.  stuck,  B  509 :  fixed,  B  2097  \  Stikede, 
pt.  s.  pierced,  B  3897 ;  Stikked,  fixed, 
L.  2202  ;  ])}}.  stabljed,  B  430  ;  a  stiked 
f^ict/n,  a  stuck  pig.  0  550. 

Stikinge.  s.  sticking,  setting,  I  954. 

Stikkes.  pi.  palings,  B  4038. 

Stillatorie.  s.  still,  ves.sel  nsed  in  distil- 
lation, G  580. 

Stille,  adv.  qiaietly,  L.  816  :  still,  D  2200. 

Stille,  f/^r.  to  silence,  T.  ii.  230. 

Stingeth,  2'-".  ■«.  pierces,  L.  645. 

Stinte,  V.  leave  off,  A  i^.u;  cease.  Gr  883  ; 
cause  to  cease,  i.  63  ;  end,  E  747  ;  ger.  to 
cease,  B  21(54 :  to  stop,  T.  ii.  383  ;  cease, 
I  720 ;  restrain,  B.  1441  :  stop,  avert, 
L.  1647  ;  Stinte,  i  pr.  s.  leave  off  telling, 
HF.  1417  ;  j>/\  pi.  cease,  I  93  ;  pt.  s.  subj. 
may  cease,  B  413  ;  Stinte,  pt.  s.  ceased, 
A  2421  ;  was  silent,  3.  1299 ;  jH.  ]yl. 
stopped  (or  pr.  pi.  stop),  L.  294  ;  Stinte, 
pt.  8.  subj.  should  cease,  T.  i.  848  ;  jy>. 
stopped,  T.  iii.  1016 ;  stint  thy  clappe, 
hold  yonr  tongue,  A  3144 ;  Stinteth, 
imp.  pi.  stay,  T.  ii.  1729. 

Stintiuge,  s.  ceasing,  end,  B  2.  m  7.  37. 

Stiren,  v.  stir,  excite,  B  26g6. 

Stiropes,  .9.  pd.  stirrups.  B  1163. 

Stirte,  2Jt.  .9.  started,  D  1046 :  rushed,  H 
303;  went  quickly,  E  2153. 

Stith,  s.  anvil.  A  2026.     Icel.  .itfiiji. 

Stod,  -e  :  see  Stonde. 

Stok,  A  a  block  of  wood,  A.  ii.  38.  6 ; 
source,  14.  1  ;  race,  A  1551  :  pi.  stumps, 
A  2034  ;  posts,  T.  iii.  589. 

Stoke,  (jer.  to  stab,  thrust,  A  2546. 

Stokked,  jjp.  fastened  in  the  stocks,  T. 
iii.  380. 

Stole,  s.  stool,  frame  for  tapestry-work, 
L.  2352  ;  pi.  chairs,  D  288. 

Stole,  pj).  o/Stelen. 

Stomak,  s.  stomach,  T.  i.  787  ;  appetite, 
1)  1847  ;  compassion,  D  1441. 

Stomblen,  pr.  pi.  stumble,  A  2613. 

Stonde,  v.  stand,  B  1050 ;  be  pliiced,  A 
745  ;  be  understood,  be  fixed,  E  346  ;  bo 
set  in  view  (us  a  prize  at  a  game),  B 
1931 ;  fynt  stonde,  finds  stamling,  L. 
1499  ;  Stont, /(/•.  .9.  stands,  is,  T.  iii.  1562  ; 
Stant,  2>''- ••'•  stands,  B  f)i8;  consists,  I 
107, 1029  ;  is,  B  1304  ;  .Stood,  pd-  s.  A  354  ; 


stuck  fast,  D  1541;    Stonden,  ^i>.  HF. 

102S. 
Stongen,  jjp.  stting,  A  1070. 
Stoon,  s.  stone,  A  774  ;    precious  stone, 

gem,  K.  1086. 
Stoon-wal,  stone-wall,  L.  713. 
Stoor,  .«.  store,  stock  (of  a  fai-m\  A  508  ; 

store,  D  2159  ;  value,  D  203. 
Stopen.  2}p-  advanced,  E  i5i4^MS.  E.  has 

st(ipi-n  . 
Stoppen,  V.  stop,  T.  ii.  804. 
Store,  s.  store,  value,  B  4344  ;  possession. 

L.  2337. 
Store,  gcr.  to  store.  B  1463. 
Store,  adj.  roc.  audacious,  bold,  E  23(17. 

Icel.  stOrr. 
Storial,  adj.  histoi-ical,  A  3179;    Storial 

sooth,  historical  truth.  L.  702. 
Storie.  .«.  history,  legend  of  a  saint,    or 

the   like',  A  70()  :  history.  E  1366  ;  tale. 

Story,  7.   10 :  j)U  books  of  history,  T.  v. 

1044. 
Storven.  pt.  pi.  o./'Sterve.  died,  C  888. 
Stot,   s.    a   stallion,    liorse.    cob,    A   615 ; 

heifer  fa  term  of  abuse  1,  D  1630, 
Stounde,  «.  hour,    time,  while,  A   1212, 

4007  ;  short  time.  B    1021  ;  moment,  L. 

949  ;  in  a  stoitnde,  at  a  time,  once,  A 

3992  ;  vp>on  a  stounde,  in  one  hour,  T.  iv. 

625;  pi.  hours,  seasons,  T.  iii.  1752. 
Stoundemele,   at  various  times,    from 

time  to  time,  T.  v.  (174. 
Stoupe,  ger.  to  stoop,  ft  131 1. 
Stour,  s.  battle,  contest,  E.  1270. 
Stout,  adj.  strong,  A  545. 
Straighter.  adj.  more  3tretche<l  out.  more 

oxpande<l,  R.  119. 
Strake.  v.  move,  proceed,  3.  1312. 
Strange,  adj.  strange,  F  89  ;  external,  IT 

1161;  not  its  own,  A.  ii.   19.  7.     Every 

star  has  its  oirn  degrees  (of  longitude) 

in  the  equator  and  ecliptic. 
Strangenesse,  s.  estrangement,  B  157(1. 
Stranglen.  pr.  jA.  strangle,  worry,  I  768. 
Strangling,  s.  A  2458  ;  of  str.,  caused  by 

strangling.  Ij.  807. 
Straught,  -e  ;  sec  Strecche. 
Straunge,   odj.  strange,   foreign,  A   13  ; 

unwonted,    7.    202 ;     difficult,    hard    to 

agree  upon,  P  1223  ;  like  a  stranger,  T. 

ii.  1660  ;  unfriendly,  estranged,  E.  1065  ; 

distant,   unbending,   5.   584  ;    not   well 

known,  A.  ii.  17.  rub.  ;  [a  strange  Star  is 

one  tliat  is  not  represented  upon  the 

Rete  of  the  Astrolabe] ;  pi.  strangers,  T. 

ii.  411. 
Straungely.  adv.  distantly,  T.  v.  955. 
Straw,  s.  T.  iii.  859 ;  as  inter j.  a  straw !  F695. 


i 
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Strawen,  r.  strrw,  L.  207 ;  2  j)/-.  »\  eul/J. 

^^  '"3  ;  i'i'-  strewn,  I  918. 
Strayte,  ,«.  strait,  B  464. 
Strecche,  r.  stretch,  IJ  4498 ;  cxteml,  T. 

ii.  341  ;    roach,  7.  341  ;   Strcighte,  j)<.  .«. 

Stretched,  HF.   1373  ;  Straughte,  pt.  pi. 

extended,  A  2916  ;    Straugliten,  pt.  pi. 

strstched  out,  B.  1021 ;  Streight,  stretched 

out;  long  str.,  stretched  at  full  length, 

T.  iv.   1 163;  pp.  as  adv.  straight,  T.  ii. 

509- 
Stree,  .«.  straw,  A  2918  ;  jyl.  3.  718. 
Streem,  .1.  river,  current,  L.  2508 ;  stream, 

A  464  ;  ray  (of  light),  2.  94. 
Streen,   s.   strain,    i.  e.  stock,  progeny, 

race,  E  157. 
Streight,  "dj.  straight,  3.  057. 
Streight,  odr.  straight,   straightway,  A 

67,. 
Streight,  -e  ;  see  Strecche. 
Streit,  adj.  narrow,  A  1984 ;  scanty.  B. 

457;   B  4179;  strict,  A  174  :  pi.  scanty, 

sniall,  T>  1426.     A.F.  estreit. 
Streite,  pj).  as  adj.  def.  drawn,  B  4547. 

I  It  here  rejiresents  Lat.  strMns.) 
Streite,  adv.  closely,  T.  iv.  1089  ;  strictly, 

I-'-  m  ;  tightly.  A  457. 
Streitnes,  5.  smallness,  A.  i.  21.  55. 
Stremeden,  ■pt.  pi.  streamed,  T.  iv.  247. 
Strang,  s.  string,  D  2067  ;  pi.  5.  197. 
Strenger.  adj.  romp,  stronger,  B  2410. 
Strengest.  strongest,  T.  i.  243. 
Strengest-feythed,   strongest  in   faith, 

T.  i.  i(x)7, 
Strengthe.  ,'.  strength,  A  84  ;   force,  3. 

351  ;  2>^-  sources  of  strength,  B  3248. 
Strepen,   v.   strip,   E  1958 ;    do  str.  )m\ 

cause  me  to  he  stripped,  E  2200. 
Strete,    .1.    street,    T.   ii.    612;    dat.  HF. 

1049  ;  street,  road,  way,  i.  70 ;  B  1683. 
Strejnie,  v.  compress,  T.  iii.  1205;  strain, 

press,  E  1753;  constrain,  E  144;  hold. 

confine,  R.  1471 ;   ger.  to  compress,  T. 

iii.    1071  ;    Strej-ne,    2^>'-  Pl-   strain   (as 

through  a  sieve),  C  538. 
Streyt,  adj.  small,  B  3.  m  2.  26. 
Strike,  .«.  hanlv  lof  flax\  A  676. 
Strogelest;  see  Strugle. 
Stroke,  ger.  to  stroke,  T.  iii.  1249. 
Strokes,  J)?.  o/Strook, 
■  Strompetes,  8.  pi.  strumpets,   B  1.  p  i. 

54- 
Stronde,  dat.  shore,  L.  2189;  Strondes. 

pi.  shores,  A  13. 
Strong,  adj.  difficult,  B  2635 ;  pA.  .severe, 

A  1338,  2771. 
Stronge.  adv.  securely,  It.  241. 
Stroof,  pt.  s.  o/Stryve. 


Strook,  .9.  stroke,  A  1701  ;  Strokes,  pi.  T. 

iii.  \ciii-j. 
Strouted,  pt.  s.  stuck  out,  A  3315. 
Strowe,  r.  strew,  L.  loi  a. 
Stroyer,  destroyer,  5.  36<x 
Strugle,  V.  struggle,  E  2374  ;  Strogelest, 

2  pr.  s.  C  829, 
Stryf,    s.    quarrel,    strife,    A   1187,    2784  ; 

took  stryf  =  '  took  up  the  cudgels,'  B  i, 

r  4-  W- 

Stryk,  s.  stroke,  mark,  A.  ii.  12.  19. 

Stryke,  r.  strike ;  Stryken  out,  strike 
oxit,  D  1364  ;  Strike,  pp.  struck,  11.  35. 

Str3rve,  v.  strive,  struggle,  10.  30  ;  oppose, 
K  170  ;  Stroof,  pt.  s.  strove,  vied,  A  1038 

Stryvinge,  .«.  striving,  strife,  B  2674. 

Stiibbel-goos,  s.  fatted  goose,  A  4351. 

Stubbes,  pi.  stumps,  A  1978. 

Studie,  .■*.  study,  A  303  ;  state  of  medi- 
tation, A  1530;  Study,  librarj',  F  1207, 
1214  ;  Studios,  ijI.  endeavours,  B  3.  p  2, 
93  ;  desires,  B  4.  y>  2.  56. 

Studie,  V.  study,  A  184  ;  ger.  give  heed,  I 
lOQo  ;  Studieth,  j>?\  s.  deliberates,  E  i9=;5. 

Stuffed,  pp.  filled,  E  264, 

Sturdely,  adv.  boldly,  4.  82. 

Sturdinesse,  .9.  sternness,  E  700. 

Sturdy,  adj.  cruel,  hard,  hai-sh,  stern,  E 
698,  1049  ;  firm,  T.  ii.  1380  ;  D  2162. 

Sty.  .9.  pig-sty,  D  1829. 

Stye.  ger.  to  moiint  up,  B  4.  p  6.  414. 

Style  (i),  s.  a  stile,  €a  means  to  get  over 
a  barrier  by  climbing,  C  712,  F  106, 

Style  (2),  ,9.  style,  mode  of  writing,  F  105, 

Styves,  pi.  stews,  D  1332. 

Stjrward,  9.  stewarcV,  B  914. 

Suasioun,  .9.  persuasiveness,  B  2.  p  i.  45. 

Subdekne,  s.  subdoactm,  I  891. 

Subgit,  adj.  subject,  T.  v.  1700;  Suhget, 
T.  i.  23^. 

Subgit,  .9.  .subject,  T.  ii.  828  ;  x>l.  servants, 
])  I9()0. 

Subjeccion,  .9.  (i\  suggestion,  (a  thing 
subjected  to  the  mind),  I  351  ;  (2),  sub- 
jection, obedience,  B  270  ;  submission, 
4.  32  ;  subjection,  governance,  B  3656, 

Subl3rmatories,  s.  pi.  vessels  for  subli- 
mation, G-  793. 

Sublymed,  pp.  sublimed,  sublimated,  G 
774.  •  SiMimat/i,  to  l)ring  by  heat  into 
the  state  of  vapour ' ;  Webster. 

Sublyming,  .9.  sublimation,  G  77a 

Submitted,  pp.  subjected,  B  5.  p  i,  44 ; 
jje  hrn  ,9..  ye  liavo  submitted,  B  3-;. 

Subtil,  adj.  subtle,  C  141  ;  ingenious,  A. 
pr.  60;  skilful,  L.  672  ;  finely  woven,  5, 
272. 
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Subtilitee,  s.  subtlety,  craft,  secret  kiiow- 
lodije,  G  C'jo;  skill,  craft,  G  S44  ;  7>^ 
tricks,  E  24-;i. 

Subtilly,  adv.  craftily,  A  610;  subtly,  F 

Subtiltee,  s.  subtlety,  F  140;  specious 
reasoning.  HF.  855  ;  skill.  B  4500  ;  trick. 
D  1420. 

Succedent,  sh.  a  '  succedent '  house,  A. 
ii.  4.  48.  The  siiccfdcnt  houses  are  the 
seco7i(l,  fifth,  eighth,  and  eleventh,  as 
these  are  about  to  folloiv  the  most  im- 
portant liouses,  -which  are  the  fii't^f. 
fourth,  seventh,  and  tenth. 

Sucre,  s.  sugar,  T.  iii.  111)4. 

Sucred.  pp.  sugred,  T.  ii.  384. 

Sufflsaunce,  s.  suflftciency,  A  490;  suffi- 
cient food,  D  1843 ;  enough,  a  com- 
petence, 10.   15 ;  contentment,  B  40J9  : 

?■  703. 

Suffisaunt,  adj.  sufficient,  good  enough. 
A  i<')3i ;  A.  pr.  7  ;  capable,  L.  25J4  ;  well 
cuilowed.  L.  1067. 

SufSsauntly,  odr.  sufficiently,  A.  pr. 
4  <  ;  availabl.v,  B  2492. 

Suffrable,  adj.  patient,  D  442. 

Suffrauuce.  s.  longsuffering.  B  2479 : 
l)atience,  E  1162  ;  Suffrance,  longsuffer- 
ing. B  2654  :  permission,  F  788. 

Suffraunt,  irres.  pt.  as  s.  patient  man, 
T.  iv.  1584  :  as  adj.  patient,  tolerant.  3. 

lOIO. 

Suffre,  V.  suffer,  permit,  A  649  ;  endure, 
3.  412. 

Suffyse,  V.  suffice.  B  3648  ;  Suffyseth,  (it  i 
.suffices,  12.  15;  SufFyce,  imjy.  s.  be  con- 
tent (spend  frugally),  13.  2. 

Suggestioun,  s.  a  criminal  charge,  B 
3O07  ;  hint,  I  331. 

Sugre.  s.  sugar,  B2046. 

Sukkenye,  s.  short  frock,  tunic,  E.  1232. 
O.F.  sou(/ttanie  ;  F.  souque.nie  (Cotgi-avei. 

Summitted,  pip.  sulimitted,  B  3.  p  10.  15  : 
subjected,  B  4.  p  6.  145. 

Superfice,  s.  surface.  A,  i.  21.  42  ;  in  the 
s.  of,  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood 
of,  A.  i.  21.  }2. 

Superfluitee.  s.  superfluitj-,  excess,  A 
436  ;  over-abundance,  A.  pr.  50. 

Supplien,  r.  supplicate,  entreat.  B  3. 
p8.  II. 

Supportacioun,  s.  support,  B  2332. 

Supprysed,  pi>.  suiiirised,  T.  iii.  1184. 

Surcote,  s.  upper  coat,  A  617. 

Surement,  s.  pledge,  F  1534. 

Suretee,  s.  seciirity,  D  903  ;  careless  con- 
fidence, 7.  215. 

Surfeet,  s.  surfeit,  I  913. 


Surmounteth,  pr.  ,«.  surpasses,  L.  123. 

Sarplys,  ,t.  suri)lice,  A  3323.  G  558. 

Surquidrie,  s.  over-contidence,  presumi'>- 
tiou,  I  403;  arrogance,  T.  i.  213.  O.F. 
sui'quiderie. 

Sursanure,  s.  a  woxind  healed  out\\-ardly, 
but  not  inwardly,  F  1113. 

Surveyaunce,  s.  surveillance,  C  95. 

Sixspecioun,  .i.  suspicion,  T.  ii.  561. 

Suspecious,  adj.  ominous  of  evil,  E  540. 

Suspect,  adj.  suspicious,  ominous  of  evil, 
E54I. 

Suspect,  s.  suspicion,  B  2385. 

Sustenance,  s.  support,  living,  E  202. 

Sustene,  v.  sustain,  support,  F861  ;  main- 
tain, I.  22  ;  endure,  B  2654 ;  uphold, 
preserve,   B   160 ;    hold  up  (herself),  7, 

177- 

Suster,  s.  sister,  L.  592,  986  ;  Her  suster 
loA'e,  lo^-e  for  her  sister,  L.  2365 ;  Sus- 
tren,  pi.  T.  iii.  733  ;  Sustres,  pi.  B  4057. 

Suwe,  ger.  to  follow,  T.  i.  379. 

Suyts,  s.  suit,  array  (of  like  kind),  A  2873  ; 
Sute,  uniform  pattern,  3.  261. 

Swa,  so  (Northern),  A  4040. 

Swal,  pt.  s.  of  Swelle. 

Swalowe,  v.  swallow,  HF.  1036. 

Swalwe,  s.  swallow,  A  3258. 

S^wappe,  s.  a  swoop,  the  striking  of  a 
bird  of  prey,  HF.  543. 

Swappe,  ger.  to  swap,  strike,  E  586; 
Swapte,  pt.  s.  dashed,  T.  iv.  256  ;  fell 
suddonlv,  E  1099 ;  Swap,  imp.  s.  strike 
off,  G  366. 

Swartish,  adj.  as  adv.  dark,  HF.  1647. 

Swatte,  jjf.  s.  o/Swete. 

Swayn,  s.  servant-lad,  j'oung  man,  A 
4027. 

Sweigh,  s.  motion,  sway,  B  296. 

Swelleth,  pr.  s.  swells,  A  2743  ;  Swal, 
2>t.  s.  1)  967  ;  vj)  su-al,  was  puffed  up 
with  anger,  B  i7£o  ;  Swollen,  ^y).  proud, 
E  950. 

Swelte,  i:  die,  T.  iii.  347 :  Swelt,  j»'.  s. 
(lies,  4.  128;  pt.  s.  died,  E  1776;  lan- 
guished, fainte<l,  A  13,^(1. 

Swelwe,  V.  swallow,  B  2808. 

Swerd,  ,<*.  sword,  A  112. 

Swere,  v.  swear,  A  454  :  Swoor,  i  2>t-  s. 
E  2312;  Swore,  2  pt.  s.  L.  1378;  Swoor, 
l)t.  s.  swore,  7.  loi ;  Sworen,  pt.pl.  swore,- 
B  344  ;  Sworn,  p]}.  sworn  (to  the  con- 
trary), T.  iv.  976  ;  A  1089  ;  sworn  (to  do 
it),  G  681  ;  bound  bj-  oath,  F  18  ;  sworn 
(it  should  not  be  so),  D  640. 

Swering,  s.  swearing,  C  631. 

Swet3,  adj.  sweet,  A  5,  2427  ;  as  t.  sweet 
one,  love,  3.  832. 
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S'wete,  8.  sweetness,  5.  161. 

Swete,  r.  sweat,  G  579  ;    Swatte,  J>^  ••<. 

sweated,  B  i<)6<i. 
Swete  herte,  sweetheart,  T.  iii.  (k). 
Swet9-LiOking,  Sweet-Looking,  R.  <;.^i. 
Swetnesse,  s.  sweetness,  i.  51  ;  nonrisli- 

lllelit,  3.  415. 

Swetter,  (kIJ.  eomp.  sweeter,  K.  (hi,  7()8. 

Swety,  atlj.  sweaty,  9.  2S. 

Sweven,  s.  dream,   R.  28  ;  pi.  dreams, 

R.  .^ 
Swevening,  s.  dream,  R.  26  ;    Sweven- 

inges  (2>/"on.  swev'ningez\  E.  i. 
Sweynte,  pp.  as  (Iff.  adj.  tired  ont,  slotli- 

Inl,  HF.  1783.     Pp.  oi'  sirencJif)'. 
Swich,  fiilj.  such,  A  5,  24^,  v3  ;  such  a 

thing,  B  4626 ;  Swieli  a,  such  a,  B  3921  ; 

Swich  o&n,  such  a  one,  F  231. 
Swimme,  r.  swim,  A  3550,  L.  2450  ;  Swoni- 

men,  pt.  pi.  were  tilled  with  swimming 

things,  5.  188. 
Swink,  3.  labour,  toil,  A  188,  540. 
Swinke,    c.   toil,   labour.    T.   v.   272 ;    to 

cause  to  labour,  HF.  16 ;  pi:  pi.  work 

for,  G  21  ;  Swonkon,  ]yi.  toiled,  A  4235. 
Swinker,  s.  labourer,  toiler,  A  531. 
S'wire,  s.  neck,  throat,  R.  325. 
Swogh,  s.  (i)  sough,  low  noise,  5.    247; 

murmur,  HF.  1031  ;  sigh,  groan,  A  3619  ; 

rustling  noise,  blast,  A  1979;  whizzing 

noise,  HF.  1941  ;  Swogh,  (2;,  swoon,  D 

799  ;  Swow,  grief,  3.  215. 
Swollen,  2>P-  proud,  E  <)-,o. 
Swolow,  •«.  gulf,  L.  1 104. 
Swolwe,  c.  swallow,  H  ^6. 
S'womm.en,  pr.  pi .  were  filled  with  swim- 
ming things,  5.  188. 
Swonken,  jip.  toiled,  A  4235. 
Swoot,  s.  sweat,  G  578. 
Swote,  adj.  swoet,  A  286*},  3205  ;  pi.  R. 

(X).     See  Sote,  Swete. 
Swote,  adv.  sweetly,  T.  i.  15S. 
Swough,  Swow  :   see  Swogh. 
Swoune,   Swowne,   v.  swoon,  faint,  T. 

ii.   574  ;    Swowned,   }>(•   *•    swooned,    A 

2943  ;  l>i>-  A  913. 
Swow,  8.  swoon  ;  hence,  ang^iish,  3.  215. 
Swowne,  s.  swoon,  F  1080 ;  Aswowne,  in 

a  swoon,  C  245. 
Swowning,  k.  swooning,  C  246. 
Swyn,  .'*.  swine,  boar,  F  1254  ;  hog.  D  4t)0. 
Swynes-heed,  s.  pig's  head  (a  term  ')f 

abuse  I,  A  42<)2. 
Swyth.e,  adr.  qiiickly,  C  796;  an  .5)c..  as 

soon,  T.  V.  1384  ;  as  quickly  as  possible. 

immediately-,  B  037,  (f  93^). 
Swy-ve,    i:    He   with,    A   417''*;   I'P-    '^^^^- 

honoured,  A  3850. 

E 


Sy,  saw  ;  pt.  t.  of  See. 

Sye,  //<'/•.  to  sink  down,  T.  v.  i8'. 

Sye,  Syen,  saw  ;  see  See. 

Syk,  atlJ.  sick,  ill  ;  fur  .-ij/h;  on  account 
of  being  sick,  1)  3()4  ;  Syke,  def.  F  lux) ; 
pi.  side  persons,  T.  iii.  61. 

Syk,  s.  sigh,  F  49«- 

Syke,  V.  sigh,  T.  iii.  131x1 :  Syke,  </f ;•.  to 
sigh  (but perhaps  read  sytp,  i.e.  to  gi-ieve, 
for  the  lime),  T.  ii.  S84  ;  Syketli,  pr.  s. 
sighs,  5.  404  ;  22.  62  (men  sigh) :  Syked, 
pt.  s.  sighetl, -A  2985;  Sighte,  j)f.  a. 
sighed,  B  1035. 

Sykliche.  adj.  sickly.  T.  ii.  1528. 

Symonials,  s.  pi.  simoniacs,  I  784. 

Symonye,  ■■*.  simony,  D  i3<x;. 

Syre,  s.  master  of  the  house,  D  713  ;  mas- 
ter, 5.  12. 

Sys,  num.  six  (at  dice\  B  3851. 

[Syte,  r.  to  grieve;  perhaps  the  rujht 
reading  in  T.  ii.  884.] 

Sythe,  .-!.  time,  R.  80  ;  Sytlie,  pi.  (orig.  a 
gen.  pl.\  A  1878  ;  oft'i  si/the.  oftentimes, 
E  233,  G-  1031  ;  Sj"thes,  pA.  times,  A  485. 

Sythe,  s.  scythe,  L.  646. 

T. 

T',  for  To,  frequently  prefixed  to  verbs  ;  as 
tabyde,  tamende,  &c. 

Taa,  f.  take  (Northern^  A  4129. 

Tabard,  s.  a  herald's  eoat-of-arms,  hence, 
(i)the  same,  as  an  inn-sign,  A  20;  (2) 
a  iilongh man's  loose  frock,  A  541. 

Tabernacles,  j>i.  shrines,  HF.  123,  119(1. 

Table,  «.  table,  A  i<x) ;  table  dormaunt, 
permanent  sidc-ta1)le,  A  353 ;  tablet, 
writing-tablet,  3.  780:  tablet,  plate, 
HF.  142  :  table  (of  the  law\  C  639;  ono 
of  the  thin  plates  on  which  almican- 
teras  are  engraved,  A.  ii.  21.  6  ;  at  table, 
at  boanl,  i.e.  entertained  as  a  lodger, 
G  1015 :  Tables,  pit.  tables  (for  calcula- 
tion\  F  1273;  diuing-tables,  B  1442; 
writing-tiiblets,  D  1741  ;  plates,  A.  i. 
14.  3  ;  the  game  of  'tables'  or  hack- 
gammon,  F  9<». 

Tabour,  .■*.  small  dram,  D  2268. 

Taboxiren,  pr.  pi.  drum,  din,  L.  354. 
i  Tabregge.  /"*•  To  abregge,   to  abridge, 
sliorten,  T.  iii.  295. 

Tabreyde,  for  To  abrej-de,  to  awake,  T. 
V.  520. 

Tabyde,    for    To    abyde,    to    abide,    T. 

V.  33- 

Tache.  •«.  defect,  21.  18.     Sec  Tecches. 
Tacheve,  for  To  acheve,  to  achieve-  Ii. 

21 II. 
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Tacompte,  J'or  To   acoiupte,  to  reckon 

r.p,  -'.•.  17. 
Tacord,  /or  To  accord,  i.  e.  to  agreemeut, 

11  98. 
Tacorde,  /or  To  acorde,  to  agree,  i.  27. 
Tacoye,  /or  To  acove,   to   decoy,   T.  v. 

;.S... 
TafEata,  s.  taffeta,  A  440. 
Tatfraye,  /or  To  affraye,  to  frigliteu,  E 

455- 
Taillages,  s.  pi.  taxes,  I  567. 
Taille,  s.  tally,  au  account  scored  npoii 
two  similarly  notched  sticks,  A  570,  B 
1606. 
Take,  v.  seize,  T.  ii.  289  ;  present,  offer, 
Cf  22} ;  (jer.  to  take,  A  34  ;  Takestow, 
takest  tlion,  G  435 ;  Take  rue,  i  pr.  s. 
betake  myself,  B  1985:  Took,  1  pt.  s. 
drew  in,  breathed  in,  B  i.  p  3.  3  (Lat. 
Iiauifi) ;  iiit,  D  792  ;  i)t.  s.  handed  over, 
gave,  B  1484  ;  had,  B  192  ;  Tokc,  2  2it.  s. 
tookest,  3.  483  ;  Toke,  i)t.  2>l.  took,  F  1240 ; 
received,  F  356 ;  Take,  2'P-  taken,  A 
3007  ;  enti'usted,  I  880 ;  brought,  1.  20  ; 
Tak,  imp.  s.  receive,  B  117;  accept  as 
a  residt,  A.  ii.  25.  57 ;  tak  ke2)e.,  take 
Leed,  observe,  B  3757 ;  tak  she,  let  her 
take,  5.  462 ;  Taketh,  im27.  j>?.  take, 
4.  9- 

Takel,  s.  tackle,  archery-gear,  arrows,  A 
106. 

Tald,  jjjp.  told  (Northern),  A  4207. 

Tale,  s.  tale,  A  3126;  story,  A  36,  831; 
aceonnt,  B  4308  ;  enumeration,  E  383  ; 
I  gun  fiyule  a  tale  to  him,  I  thought  of 
something  to  say  to  him,  3.  536  ;  telle 
tale,  give  an  account  of,  A  330. 

Tale,  I',  tell  a  tale,  talk,  speak,  T.  iii. 
1235;  Talen,  gcr.  to  tell  tales,  A  772; 
2>r.  s.  siihj.  talk  about,  I  378. 

Talent,  s.  inclination,  wish,  desire,  B 
2439  j  desire,  appetite,  C  540 ;  longing, 
B  2.  p  I.  12. 

Taling,  *.  tale-telling,  B  1624. 

Talighte,  /ur  To  alighte,  i.e.  to, alight, 
E  9<x). 

Talle,  adj.  docile,  obsequious,  4.  38,  (A 
rare  sense.) 

Tamende,  /or  To  amende,  to  redress,  E 

441- 
Tanoyen,  /or  To  auoyen,  to  injure,  B 

492. 
Tanswere,  i.  e.  to  answer,  D  1589. 
Tapes,  2'1-  tapes,  A  3241. 
Tapicer,  s.  upholsterer,  maker  of  carpets, 

A  362. 
Tapite,  v.  cover  with  tapestry,  3,  260. 
Tappe,  s.  tap,  A  3890,  3892. 


Tappestere,  s,  female  tapster,  barmaid, 

A  241,  3330. 
Tarditas,  s.  slowness,  I  718. 
Tare,  s.  tare,  kind  of  weed,  A  1570. 
Tareste,  /or  To  areste,  to  arrest,  F  1370. 
Targe,  s.  target,  shield,  A  471 ;  defence, 

I.  170. 
Tarieu,    v.   tarry,    B  983 ;    delay    (used 

aetivel^•/,  F  73  ;    i  2>''-   *•  tarry,    T,  iii. 

"95;  PP-  delayed,  T.  ii,  1739, 
Tarraye ,  /or  To  arraye,  to  arrav,  arrange, 

E  961. 
Tart,  adj.  of  sharp  flavour,  piingent,  A  381. 
Tartre,  s.  tartar,  G  813 ;  oille  0/  Tartre, 

(probably)  cream  of  tartar,  or  bitartrate 

of  potassium,  A  630. 
Taryinge,  s.  tarrying,  delay,  A  821. 
Tas,  s.  heap,  A  1005,  1009,  1020.     O.F.  tas. 
Tassaille.  /or  To  assaille,  i,  e,  to  assail, 

E  1 180. 
Tassaye,  /or  To  assaye,  to  test,   prove, 

try.  E  454,  1075. 
Tasseled,    2'P-    fringed,   provided  with 

tassels,  B.  1079  ;  A  3251. 
Tassemble,'  /or  To  assemble,    to   bring 

together,  I)  89.   . 
Tassoille,  /or  To  assoile,  i.e.  to  absolve, 

t'  933- 

Tassure.  /or  To  assure,  B  1231. 

Tast,  s.  taste,  relish  (for),  5.  160. 

Taste,  V.  try,  test,  L,  1993;  iJ^  s.  ex- 
perienced, T.  i.  639 ;  i/njj.  s.  feel,  G  503. 

Taughte,  2>t.  s.  o/Teche. 

Taverner,  s.  innkeeper,  C  685. 

Tavyse,  /or  To  avyse  (me),  to  deliberate, 
B  1426, 

Ta'wayte,  /or  to  awayte,  to  dwell,  re- 
main, 25.  7, 

Taylage,  s.  taxation,  9.  54. 

Tecches,  pi.  evil  qualities,  defects,  T.  iii. 
g},^  ;  characteristics,  HF.  1778. 

Teche,  v.  teach,  instruct,  A  308,  ger.  to 
show,  E.  518  ;  Techen,  v.  direct,  B  4139; 
ger.  to  inform  (him  of),  D  1326;  Taughte, 
1  2>t-  S.  taught,  told,  D  1050. 

Te  deum,  the  anthem  so  called,  D  1866. 

Teer,  s.  tear,  E  1104. 

Tehee,  interj.  (denoting)  laughter,  hee- 
hee !  A  3740. 

Telle.  V.  tell,  recount,  lolate,  A  38  ;  com- 
l)ute,  3.  440;  ger.  to  tell,  to  be  told,  F 
447  i  '  P>'-  *•  accovuit,  B  4344  ;  Telle  no 
tale,  set  no  store,  5.  326 ;  Telles,  2>i'-  "• 
(Northern  form),  tells,  3.  73;  HF.  426; 
Tolde,  I  j)t.  s.  counted,  HF.  1380  ;  ac- 
counted, D  201,  208 ;  i>t.  i}l.  esteemed, 
T.  i.  131  ;  herd  told,  heard  (it)  told,  T.  i. 
107  ;  Tolde,  2fP-  Pl-  told,  B  56. 
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Terabrace,  for  To  embrace,  T.  v.  22^  ; 

E    IIDI. 

Temen,  v.  bring  :  temen  us  on  here,  bring 

us  on  our  bier,  let  us  die,  HF.  1744. 
Temper,  s.  mootl,  R.  ^46. 
Teniperaunce,  s.  temperance,   modera- 

ti.in,  F  785. 
Tempest,  s.  storm.  A  406;  tempest  (al- 
luding to  a  passage  in  Statins).  A  884. 
Tempest  thee.  /»;;».  s.  violently  distress 

thyself,  i.^.  8  ;  2  yr.  s.  sttbj.  vex,  perturb, 

B  2.  p  4.  75. 
Tempestous,  adj.  tempestuous.  T.  ii.  5. 
Temple,  s.  inn  of  court,  A  507. 
Temprede,  pt.  s.  modulated.  B  ^.  m  12. 

22  ;  pp.  tempered.  G  926.     (In  alchemy, 

to  temper  is  to  adjust  or  moderate  heat.) 
Temps,   s.   tense :    ftttur    temps,    future 

tense,  time  to  come,  G  875. 
Temptour,  ».  tempter,  D  1655. 
Ten,  ten,  A  454  ;  ten  so  v.vod.  ten  times 

as  mad.  L.  y}-:. 
Tenbrace.  to  embrace,  B  1891. 
Tencresen,  to  increase,  E  i8o8. 
Tendure.  to  endure,  E  756,  8u. 
Tendyts,  for   To    endyte.   to   compose, 

write,  T.  i.  6  ;  to  relate,  A  1201). 
Tene,  s.  vexation,  A  3106;  sorrow,  grief, 

T.  V.  240;  cross,  trouble,  T.  ii.  61.    A.S. 

teoiKi. 
Tenour,  s.  outline  of  the  story,  L.  929. 
Teuquere.  for  To  enquere,  to  ask,  E  1543. 
Tenspyre,  /or  To  enspyre,  i.  e.  to  inspire, 

G  1470. 
Tenthe,    tenth.    HF.    («3,    m;     Tenthe 

some,    company    of   ten,    T.    ii.     1240. 

(Sometimes  tenthe  sovie  naeaus  ■  ten  in 

all.') 
Tentifly,   adv.  attentively,  carefully,  E 

Tercel,  adj.  male  (of  an  eagle),  5.  393, 
44Q  ;  pi.  5.  540  :  as  s.  male  eagle,  5.  405. 

Tercelet,  s.  male  falcon.  5.  529,  533 ;  F 
504,  021  ;  Tercelets.  pi.  male  birds  of 
prey,  5.  059 ;  male  hawks,  F  648. 
'  Tiercelet,  m.  the  tassell,  or  male  of 
any  kind  of  hawke,  so  tearmed,  be- 
cause he  is,  commonly,  a  third  part 
lesse  then  the  female  ' ;  Cotgrave. 

Tere,  s.  tear,  B  3251. 

Tere,  v.  tear,  B  1326:  scratch,  B.  325: 
Torn.  2>P-  L.  2103. 

Terins,  ».  2'^-  tarins,  siskins,  K.  665.  F. 
tar  hi. 

Termie.  s.  set  time,  appointed  time,  T.  v. 
OiK^ ;  period,  space  of  time.  '  term,'  a 
portion  of  the  zodiac,  being  one-third 
of  a  -sign,'  or  io\  F  1288;  (during  the) 


term,  A  1029;  t-'rme  o.fhis  li/ve.  while 
he  lives,  G  1470;  hi  terme,  in  set  phrases, 
C311  ;  j)i.  pedantic  phrases,  A  323  ;  legal 
jargon,  K,  199 ;  periods,  A  3028 ;  terms, 
C  51,  F  12ft). 

Terme-day  s.  appointed  ilay,  3.  730. 

Termyne,  v.  determine,  express  in  '  good 
Set  ti^rms,'  5.  530. 

Terrestre.  adj.  earthly.  E  1332. 

Terve,  pr.  s.  sid>j.  flay.  G  1274  iso  in  MS. 
E.);  Tei-ved  (not  Terned),  2)p.  skinned, 
G  ii-ji  {so  in  MS.  E.).  This  is  certainly 
the  right  word  ;  in  G  1171,  read  terred 
[not  torned],  and  in  Cf  1274,  read  terre 
[not  toriir].  See  my  letter  in  the  Athe- 
naeum, Mar.  24.  1894.  So  in  Havelok, 
603,  for  tinieden  read  tinieden  =  tii've- 
den,  i.  e.  rolled  l>ack. 

Tery.  adj.  tearful.  T.  iv.  821. 

Tescape,  to  escape.  F  1357. 

Tespye,  for  To  espye,  to  spy  out,  espy, 
B  1989,  4478. 

Testers,  2'(-  head-pieces.  A  2499. 

Testes,  s.  ]d.  vessels  for  assaying  metals 
(Tyrwhitt),  G8!8. 

Testif.  adj.  heady,  headstrong,  T.  v.  802 ; 
A  4(X)4. 

Tete.  s.  teat,  A  3704. 

Texpounden.  to  expound.  B  1716. 

Text,  s.  text,  quotation  from  an  author, 
B  45  ;  saj-ing.  A  177,  182  ;  text  (as  op- 
posed to  a  glossi,  3.  333. 

Textuel.  adj.  well  versed  in  texts,  learned, 
H235;  I  57. 

Teyd,  2'P-  tied,  bound,  E  2432. 

Teyne,  s.  a  thin  plate  of  metal,  G  1225, 
1229.     Lat.  to'nia. 

Th',  .for  The  ;  common,  as  in  thabsence, 
.for  the  absence. 

Thab.sence.  the  absence.  A  1239. 

Thadversitee.  the  adversity,  E  756. 

Thakketh.  i>r.  s.  strokes,  pats,  D  1559. 
A.  S.  Jiiirriati. 

Thalighte,  for  Thee  alighte :  in  thee 
(tliiihte,  alighted  in  thee,  B  1660. 

Thauk,  s.  expression  of  thanks,  A  612; 
thanks,  E  238S  :  can  th..  owes  thanks, 
A  i8o8  :  his  th..  the  thanks  to  him, 
L.  452  :  7/(1/  thankes.  by  my  goodwill, 
willingly.  R.  1666:  his  thankes,  of  his 
free  will,  willingly.  A  1620  ;  hir  thankes, 
of  their  own  will,  A  21 14. 

Thanke.  i  2»'-  «•  thank,  E  1(388  ;  Th.  hit 
thee,  tliank  tliee  for  it,  U).  51. 

Thanne,  adv.  then,  D.2cx)4.  I  104  ;  Than, 
then.  A  12  ;  next,  5.  324  ;  cr  than,  sooner 
than,  before,  G  899. 

Thar,  2>>'-  ^-   ""J>f*-  (if    i=>  necessarj',  if 
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(Bfoeeamf  ^n^tx. 


needful ;  thar  lyi?,  it  is  needful  that  ye, 
B  2258  ;  thar  thee,  it  is  needful  for  lliee, 
you  need,  or  then  needst,  D  329,  336, 
1365,  H  352  :  him  thar,  it  is  needful  for 
him,  he  needs,  T.  ii.  1661 ;  he  must, 
A  4320 ;  Thurte,  pt.  s.  ;  th.  him,  he 
neoiled,  E.  1089,  1324  ;  i/oio  thurfte,  yoii 
would  need,  yovi  need,  T.  iii.  572. 

Tharivaile,  the  ai-rival,  the  landing, 
HF.  451. 

Tharmes,  the  arms,  armorial  bearings, 
HF.  1411. 

Tharray,  the  array,  A  716. 

Thascry,  for  The  ascry,  the  alarm.  T.  ii. 

Oil. 

Thassay,  the  assay,  the  endeavour,  5.  2. 

Thassege,  the  siege,  T.  iv.  1480;  the 
V}esieging  force,  T.  iv.  62. 

Thassemblee,  the  assembly,  B  403. 

Thassemblinge,  the  assembling,  B  2431. 

That,  rel.  pron.  that  which,  whom,  3.  979  ; 
thnt  of,  from  whom,  3.  964  ;  That  oon, 
the  one,  A  4013  ;  That  other,  the  other, 
A  4013  ;  That,  with  reference  to  whom., 
(t  236  ;  if  that,  if,  3.  969,  971. 

Thaventayle,  for  The  aventayle,  the 
mouthpiece  of  a  helmet,  T.  v.  1558. 

Thavision,  for  The  avision,  the  vision, 
3.  285. 

Thavys,  the  advice,  A  3076. 

The,  def  art.  A  2,  &c. 

The ;  as  in  The  bet,  by  so  much  the 
better,  3.  668  ;  The  las,  by  so  much  the 
less,  3.  675. 

The,  for  Thee,  pers.  pron.  F  676,  &c. 

Theatre,  s.  theatre,  area  for  a  tourna- 
ment, A  1885. 

Thedom,  s.  success,  B  1505. 

Thee,  v.  thrive,  prosper,  K.  1067;  never 
mot  she  thee,  may  she  never  prosper, 
5.  569 ;  mot  he  never  thee,  may  he  never 
prosper,  T.  ii.  670 ;  lat  him  never  thee, 
let  him  never  prosper,  B  4622 ;  thoii 
Shalt  never  thee,  E  1388 ;  he  shal  never 
tliee,  G  641  ;  also  moot  I  thee,  as  I  may 
thrive,  as  I  hope  to  prosper,  D  1215, 
E  1226 :  60  moot  I  thee,  D  361  ;  as  mote 
I  thee,  T.  i.  341 ;  so  theech,  for  so  thee  ich, 
as  I  may  tlirivc,  as  I  hope  to  prosper, 
C  947,  O  929 ;  so  theeic,  for  so  tliee  ik,  as 
I  hope  to  prosper,  A  3864. 

Theef,  s.  thief,  robber,  D  1338. 

Theefiy,  adv.  like  a  thief,  L.  1781. 

Theffect,  for  The  effect,  the  result,  A 
1 189;  tlie  substance,  pith,  L.  11 80,  2403; 
the  matter,  contents,  2.  56 ;  the  source, 
D  1451 ;  the  moral,  B  2148 ;  the  Sum  (of 
the  raatterj,  A  2366. 


Thegle,  the  eagle,  B  3573. 

Their,  the  air,  D  1039. 

Thembassadours,  the  ambassailors,  T. 
iv.  140,  145. 

Theme,  s.  text,  thesis,  C  333,  425. 

Themperour,  the  emperor,  3.  368. 

Then,  mnj.  tlian,  L.  1693,  2092. 

Thencens,  the  incense,  A  2277,  2938. 

Thenchauntements,  pi.  the  enchant- 
ments, A  1944. 

Thenche.  v.  imagine,  A  3253. 

Thencheson,  for  The  encheson,  the 
reason,  catise,  T.  v.  632. 

Thencrees,  the  increase,  A  275. 

Thende,  the  end,  B  423,  965,  3269. 

Thengendring,  the  engendring,  the  jiro- 
ccss  of  production,  HF.  968. 

Thengyn,    the    (warlike)    engine,    HF. 

1934- 

Thenke,  v.  think  of,  5.  311  ;  i  pr.  s.  think, 
intend,  E  641  ;  Thenkestow,  thinkest 
thou,  T.  iv.  849,  1088 ;  Thoghte,  i  pt.  s. 
thought,  3.  448 ;  Thenke  on,  think  of, 
16.  47. 

Thenne,  adj.  thin,  A  4066. 

Thenne,  adv.  then,  T.  ii.  210. 

Thenne,  adv.  thence,  D  1141. 

Thennes,  adv.  thence,  i.  e.  away  from 
that  place,  T.  iv.  695 ;  thence,  E.  791 ; 
as  s.,  the  place  that,  Gr  66. 

Thennes-forth,  ndv.  thencefortli,  B  1755. 

Thentencioun,  the  intention,  Ct  1443. 

Thentente,  for  The  entente,  the  design, 
B  930;  the  purpose,  end,  G  1306;  the 
meaning,  T.  v.  1630. 

Thentree,  the  entrance,  A  19R3. 

Thenvyous,  for  The  envyous,  the  spite- 
ful, maliciou.s,  3.  642. 

Theologie,  s.  theology,  I  1043. 

Theorik,  s.  tlieorj-,  theoretical  explana- 
tion, A.  pr.  98. 

Ther,  adv.  there,  B  62,  1190,  &c. ;  where, 
T.  ii.  618 ;  when,  B  474  ;  whither,  at 
which,  B  469;  whereas,  D  1213,  G  724  ; 
wlicrefore,  T.  iii.  1437  i  wherever,  D  128  ; 
as  to  which,  T.  ii.  588  ;  wherefore  (I  pray 
tluit),  D  1561. 

'I'her-aboute,  adv.  about  it,  D  1837 ;  there- 
in, CI  S32  ;  round  it,  A  937. 

Therafter,  adv.  afterwards,  3.  66. 

Ther-agayns,  lyrep.  against  that,  I  665; 
in  reply,  T.  ii.  369. 

Ther-as,  Ther  as,  there  where,  where, 
B  2384  ;  tliere,  I  162;  whereas,  D  1177; 
where  that,  A  34,  172;  when  that,  L. 
1277;  Ther-as  that,  where,  i.  160:  Ther 
thiit,  wliere,  F  267. 

Therbe,  the  herb,  HF.  290. 
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Ther-bifore,  adv.  before  that  time,  D  631  ; 

lieforehaiiil,  E  68  ),  yjt). 
Ther-biforn,  adv.  belorehand,   A  2034; 

previously,  A  3C)<;7. 
Therby,  by  it,  t<>  it,  D  984 :  into  possession 

I't  it,  F  III5  :  beside  it,  K.  11S4. 
Ther-fore,  udr.  therefore,  A  i8() ;  for  that 

purpose,  A  8o<) ;    on  that  account,   L. 

1863;    on   that   jjoint,   K   1141  ;    for  it, 

L.  1301. 
Therfro,  therefrom,  from  it,  HF.  895. 
Ther-inne,  therein,  in  it,  B  1945,  3573- 
Ther-of,  adi;  with  respect  to  that,  E  644  : 

concerning  that,  3.  1132  ;  A  462 ;  from 

that,  3.  1166  ;  thereby,  I  314  ;  of  it,  20.  8. 
Ther-on,  adv.  thereujion,  A  i6o;  thereof, 

V  3- 
Ther-oute,  adc.  out  there,  out  in  the  open 

air,  B  3362  ;  outside  there,  Q  1136. 
Therthe.  the  earth,  E.  1423. 
Therto,  adv.  besides,  moreover,  I)  1251  ; 

to  it,  2.  itx) ;  likewise,  E.  i2()2. 
Ther-upon,  adv.  immediately,  A  819. 
Ther-whyles,  wliilst,  B  5.  p  6.  230. 
Therwith,  adv.  withal,  for  all  that.  3.  954  ; 

moreover,  F  931  ;  thereupon,  3.  275  ;  at 

the  same  time,  B  3210. 
Ther-with-al,  thereupon,  A  1078  ;  there- 
with, with  it,  by  means  of  it,  A  -[Od; 

beside  it,  besides,  E.  226 ;   at  once,  L. 

148  ;  thereat,  L.  864. 
Theschaunge,  the  exchange,  T.  iv.  146. 
Theschewing,    the    avoiding   (of   anj-- 

tliing).  5.  140. 
Thestat,  the  estate,  the  rank,  condition, 

A  710. 
Thewed,  pj?.  ;    v:el  iheu-ed,   of  good  dis- 
position, 4.  180. 
Thewes,  s.  pi.  habits,  natural  qualities, 

E   409,    1542 ;    good   qualities,    virtues, 

Ct  ioi  ;  customs,  habits,  manners,  T.  ii. 

723  ;  mr)rals,  HF.  1834. 
Thexcellent,  the  excellent,  B  15a 
Thexcuso,  thee  excuse,  L)  1611. 
Thexecucion.  the  execution,  10.  65. 
Thexperience.  the  experience,  E  2238. 
Thider.  adv.  thither,  A  1263. 
Thider-ward.  adv.  thither,  A  2530. 
Thikke,  adj.  thick,  A  549 ;  stout,  plump, 

A  3073. 
Thikke,  adv.  thickly,  E.  1396. 
Thikke-herd.  adj.  thick-haired,  A  2518. 
Thikke-sterred,    adj.    thickly  covered 

with  stars.  A.  ii.  23.  2. 
Thilke,  that,  R.  660,  &c. ;  such  a,  A  182  ; 

that  same,  A  1103;  that  sort  of,  I  50; 

)>l.  those,  HF.  173. 
Thimage,  the  image,  L.  1760. 


Thing,  8.  fact,  C  156;  property,  wealth, 

B.  206  ;   deed,  legal  document,  A  325 ; 

for  any  tliht;].  at  an.\-  cost,  A  276  ;  Tiling, 

pi.    things,    L.    II,    2140;    Tljinges,  pi. 

things,  A  175  :  matters  of  business,  B 

1407;   poems,  L.  304;   pieces  of  music, 

F  78;  serv'ices,  prayers.  B  1281. 
Thingot.  the  ingot.  Cf  1233. 
Thinke.   v.  seem,  T.  i.  405 ;    Thmketh, 

))/:  s.  im})e):s.  (it)  seems,  B  1901 ;  me  th., 

it  seems  to  me,  A  37,  2207  ;  how  th.  yow, 

how    does  it    seem    to    you,    D    2204 ; 

Thoghte,  pt.  s.  impers.  (it)  seemed,  L. 

1697  ;  ii\e  thougjfte.  it  seemed  to  me,  A 

385;  him  th..  it  seemed  to  him.  A  682; 

vs  th.,  it  seemed  to  us.  A, 785  ;  hir  th.,  it 

seemed  to  her,  D  965,  967. 
Thinne.  adj.  thin,  A  079 ;   poor,  feeble, 

0.  36  ;  E  1682  ;  scanty,  limited,  G  741. 
Thirleth,  2*''-  *•  pierces,   7.   211  ;   pj).  A 

2710. 
This,  A  175,  &c. :  contracted  form  of  this 

is,   T.   ii.  3()3,  iii.  936.  v.   151  ;    This  is, 

2rronounced   this,   5.    411,    620;    A    1091, 

I)  91  ;  Thise  fdhiizi,  pi.  (monosyllabic), 

A  701.  B  50,  &c. 
Tho,  jj?.  those,  A  498,  1123,  2351,  3246. 
Tho.  adv.  then,  at  that  time,  A  993,  3329, 

&f.  :  still,  3.  1054. 
Thoccident,  the  Occident,  the  west,  B 

38(14. 
Thoffice.  the  oftiee,  the  duty,  B  2863. 
Thoght,  .V.  anxiety,  B  i77().  E  8<j. 
Thoghtful,  adj.  moody.  I  677. 
Tholde.  pi.  the  old,  D  857. 
Tholed,  pp.  suffered,  D  i54().     A.  S.Jiolian. 
Thombe.  g.  thumb,  A  ^6\. 
Thonder.  ,9.  thunder,  A  492. 
Thonder-dint.   s.   stroke    of  lightning^ 

I>  -•;'. :  -dent,  thundor-r-lap,  A  3807. 
Thonder-leyt,  s.  thunder-bolt,  B  i.  m  4. 

ij  :  lightning,  I  834. 
Thouke,  i  2>r.  s.  thank,  E  380. 
Thouour.  the  honour,  B  1767.  E  1449. 
Thorgh.  i}rfi)>.  through,  5.  127,  129. 
Thorient,  the  orient,  the  east,   B  3871, 

3S.S3. 
Thoriginal,  the  original,  L.  1558. 
Thorisonte.  the  horizon,  E  1797,  F  1017. 
Thorisoun,    the   orison,   the   prayer,   A 

2201. 
Thorpes.  2>l-  villages,  5.  350. 
Thorugh-passen.  j);-.  pf-  penetrate,  B  4, 

m  3.  4.). 
Thought,  s.  anxiety,  T.  i.  579. 
Thoumbe,  ,<i.  thumb,  A.  i.  i.  2. 
Thourgh-girt.  }>;>.  struck  through.  T.  iv. 

027.     From  M.  E.  gurdeti,  to  strike. 
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Thral,  s,  thrall,  slave,  subject,  servant, 

B  3,H5,  C  i8,?,  D  155. 
Thral,    adj.   enthralled.    A    155-',    I    137 : 

ThraUe,  i>I.  enthralleil.  B  -'-51  ;  Thral, 

as  pi..  L.  i()40. 
Thraldom,  s.  slavery,  B  j86.  338. 
Thralle.  c.  suhject,  T.  i.  j?^;  subjugate, 

K.  88.'. 
Thraste.  pt. .«.  thrust,  T.  ii.  1155. 
Threde.  c.  thread,  R.  99. 
Threed,   s.   threail,  A  2030;    thread  (of 

destiny,  T.  v.  7. 
Threpe,   i  pr.  ph  (we'i  call,  assert  to  be, 

G  8j().     a.  S.  />rr'iipian. 
Threshfold.  s.  threshold,  A  3482. 
Threste.  i:  thrust,  push,  A  2612 :  j)t.  pi. 

vexed,  T.  iv.  254. 
Threte,  i'.  threaten,  L.  754. 
Threting.  s.  menace,  Gr  698. 
Thretty,  adj.  thirty,  P  1368. 
Thridde,  third,  A  1463,  2271. 
Thrift,   s.   sitccess.    welfare,   T.   ii.    847; 

profit,  success,  G  739.  1425;  yood  thrift 

bad,  prayed  for  the  welfare  (of),  blessed, 

T.  iii.  1249 ;  by  my  thrift,  if  I  succeed, 

T.  ii.  1483. 
Thriftieste,  most  successful,  T.  i.   1081 ; 

most  thriving,  T.  ii.  737. 
Thriftily,  adv.  carefully,  A  105 ;  profit- 
ably, A  3131  ;  encouragingly,  F  1174. 
Thrifty,  adj.  profitable   (to  the   bviyer\ 

B   138;   serviceable,  D  238;   provident, 

7.  197. 
Thringe.  r.  press,  T.  iv.  66  ;  Throng,  pt.  s. 

forced  his  waj-,  7.  55  ;  thrust,  E  2353. 
Thriste,  pt.  s.  thrust,  T.  iii.  1574. 
Thrittene,  thirteen,  D  2259. 
Thrifty,  thirty.  E  1421. 
Throf,  pt.  s.  of  Thryve. 
Throng,  pt.  s.  of  Thringe. 
Throp,  s.  thoi-ji,  small  village,  E  199,  208. 
Throstel,  s.  tlirostle,  song-thrush,  5.  364. 
Throte.  .«.  throat.  3.  945. 
Throte-bolle,  s.  ball  of  the  throat,  "the 

protuberance     in     the     throat     called 

Adam's  apple,'  A  4273. 
Through-out.  finite  through,  1 1.  3. 
Throwe,  s.  short  space  of  time,  while, 

period,  B  953,  3326. 
Throwe,  g/u:  to  throw,  T.  ii.  971 ;  Threw, 

pt.  8.  T.  iii.  184  ;  Threwe,  pt.  pi.  E.  786  ; 

Throwe,  jjyj.  tlirown,  L.  i960;  Throwen, 

pp.   cast,   HF.    1325;    twisted,    turned, 

T.  iv.  1 159. 
Throwes,i>i.  torments,  T.  v.  206;  throes, 

T.  V.  1 20 1. 
Thrustel.  .».  thrush.  B  j(/J3. 
Thrusteth,  jj/-.  s.  thirsts,  yearns,  L.  103. 


Thrustle-cok.  .•?.  male  thi-ush,  B  1959. 
Thrye,  ndc.  thrice,  T.  ii.  89,  463. 
Thryes,  adv.  thrice,  A  63,  463. 
Thryve,   v.  thrive,   prosper.   E   172  :   (ifr. 

G  1411  ;  so  thr.  J.  as  I  hope  to  thrive, 

D   1764 ;    Throf,  pt.  s.  flourished,  B  3. 

m  4.  5. 
Thryvinge,  adj.  vigorous,  B  5.  m  4.  24 

(Lat.  u/gt'th'iK 
Thunworthiest.  the  unworthiest,  22.  19. 
Thurfte,  pt.   s.   impers.  (with   yotr\   you 

would  need,  you  need.  T.  iii.  ,72.     See 

Thar. 
Thurgh,  prtp.  through,  i.  27  :  by  means 

of,  A  920. 
Thurgh-dartsd.  pp.  transfixed   with   a 

dart,  T.  i.  325. 
Thurghfare,  s.  thoroughfare,  A  2847. 
Thurgh-girt,    pp.    pierced    through,    A 

lOIO. 

Thiirghout,  prep,  throughout.  F  46 ;  all 
tlirougli,   B   2^6.  464  ;  quite  through.  <J 

655. 
Thurgh-shoten,  pp.  shot  through,  T.  i. 

325- 
Thurrok,   a    sink,   the    lowest   internal 

part  of  a  ship's  hull,  I  363,  715.     A.  S. 

Purruc. 
Thurst,  s.  thirst.  B  100. 
Thursteth,  pr.  s.  thirsts,  T.  v.  1406  ;  j><.  s, 

impers.  he  was  thirsty,  B  3229. 
Thurte  ;  see  Thar. 

Thwitel,  s.  large  knife,  whittle,  A  3933. 
Thwyte,  pr.  pt.  whittle,  cut  up  for,  HF. 

1938 ;  Thwiten,  pp.  carved,  whittled,  R, 

933- 
Tid,  pp.  of  Tyde. 
Tidifs,  s.  pjl.  small  birds,  F  648.     Cf.  Eng. 

titmouse,  titlark.     See  Tydif. 
Tikel,  adj.  unstable,  A  3428. 
Tikelnesse,  s.  instaliility,  13.  3. 
Tikled,  pt.  s.  tickled,  D'395. 
Til  {before  a  voicel),  prep,  to,  A  180 :  a,«  a 

Northern  word  (before  a  consonant),  A 

41  ID  ;  Til  and  fra,  to  and  fro  (Northern), 

A  4039.     leel.  til. 
Til,  conj.  until,  A  1 760  ;  til  tltat,  A  1490.  F 

360. 
Tilyere,  s.  tiller,  B  5.  p  1.  86. 
Timber,  s.  material,  T.  iii.  530. 
Timbestere,    s.    female    timbrel-player, 

tambourine-player,  E.  769. 
Timbres,  s.  j^l-  timbrels,  tambourines,  H. 

772. 
Tipet,  s.  tippet,  cape,  A  233. 
Tiptoon,i)i.  tiptoes,  B  4497. 
Tissew,  8.  a  band,  T.  ii.  639, 
Tit,  pr.  s.  betides,  T.  i.  333.     See  Tyde, 
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Titering,  s.  hesitation,  vacillntion,  T.  ii. 

1 74-1. 

Titlelees,  adj.  witlimit  a  titlr.  iisiirping, 
H  jj.,. 

To  (tool,  s.  too,  A  1726;  Toon,  j>l.  B  405J  ; 
Toos,  2^1-  B  437«>. 

To  (tcHji,  I'l-f]!.  to,  A  j;  gone  to,  A- 30; 
(useil  after  its  case),  G  1440  :  for,  i.  184  : 
as  to,  as  for,  L.  2096  ;  hhii  to.  for  him.  3. 
771  ;  to  that,  until,  4.  J39. 

To,  adv.  too,  B  2 1 29;  moreover,  beside,  T. 
i.  540;  overmucli,  G  1423;  to  badde,  too 
evil,  very  evil,  L.  2597. 

To-  (i ),  intensive  prefix.,  lit.  in  twain,  asun- 
der.    A.S.  to-.  G.  zer-. 

To-  {2),  prepositional  prefix,  as  in  To-fom. 
A.S.  to-,  G.  ZU-. 

To-bete,  v.  beat  amain,  T.  v.  1702  ;  beat 
severely,  G  405. 

To-breke,  v.  break  in  pieces:  pr.  s.  lit) 
breaks  in  pieces,  K.  277 ;  breaks  asun- 
der, G  907  ;  is  violently  bmken.  HF. 
779 ;  To-broken,  pp.  broken  in  pieces, 
destroyed,  16.  i  ;  To-broke,  pp.  broken 
in  half,  D  277  ;  severely  In-uiseil,  A  4277. 

To-breste,  v.  burst  m  twain,  T.  ii.  608  ; 
pr.  s.  siibj.  may  ^slie)  break  in  twain,  T. 
iv.  1546  ;  may  be  broken  in  twain,  j.  16  ; 
pr.  id,  break  in  pieces,  A  261 1;  To- 
broston,  jip.  broken  in  twain.  A  2691, 

To-cleve.  v.  cleave  in  twain,  T.  v.  613. 

To-dasshte,  pt.  s.  dashed  violently  about, 
E.  337 ;  pi>-  much  bruised,  T.  ii.  640. 

Tode, .".  toad,  I  O36. 

To-drawen,  j)r.  lA.  allure.  B  4.  m  3.  46  ; 
To-drowen,  pt.  pi.  tore  in  pieces,  B  i. 
p  3.  42  ;  To-drawen,  ^ji^j.  distracteil,  B  i. 

P  5-  7<^'- 
To-driven,  jip.  scattered,  L.  1280. 
To-forn,  prep,  before,  F  208  ;  t/od  to-fom, 

in  God's  sight,  T.  i.  1049. 
To-forn,  adv.  in  front,  beforehand,  B  5. 

p  (>.  300. 
To-gedei ,  adv.  together.  5. 555  ;  To-gider, 

B  3222  ;  To-gidre,  A  824'. 
Toght,  adj.  taut,  D  226 j. 
To-go,  pp.  dispersed,  L,  6^^. 
To-greve,    v.    grieve    excessively,   T.   i. 

lOOl. 

To-hangen,  r.  put  to  death  by  hanging, 

HF.  1782. 
To-hepe,  adv.  (lit.  into  a  heap\  together, 

T.  iii.  1764  ;  L.  2009. 
To-hewen,  i>r.  jil.  hew  in  twain,  A  26119  i 

pp.  cut  through,  T.  ii.  h^S  :  To-hewe.  piK 

hewn  in  pieces,  B  430. 
Toke,  2  pt.  8.  tookest,  3.  483  ;  pt.  pi.  took, 

F  1240  i  received,  F  356. 


To-laugh,  ;)/•.  s.  laughs  ont,  laughs  exces- 
sivoly,  T.  ii.  1 108.  (Short  for  to-laiigheth.) 

Told,  -e  ;  see  Telle. 

Tollen  (i),  V.  take  toll,  A  562. 

Tollen  (2),  V.  attra^^^t,  entice,  B  2.  p  7.  18. 

Tombesteres,  .9.  j*?. /<»hi.  dancing  girls, 
lit.  female  tumblers,  C  477.  A.S,  <»</<- 
hiun,  to  tumble,  dance. 

Tomblinge,  prcs.  pt.  as  adj.  fleeting, 
transitory,  B  2.  ni  3.  21  (Lat.  caducis). 

To-melta,  v.  melt  utterly,  T.  iii.  348. 

Tonga,  s.  tongue,  3.  930 ;  A  265 ;  dat, 
speech,  language,  16.  2r. 

Tonged,  pp.  tongued,  3.  927. 

Tongas,  s.  pi.  tongs,  I  555. 

Tonne,  s.  tun,  barrel,  cask,  A  3894, 

Tonne-greet,  adj.  great  as  a  tun,  A  1994, 

Toon,  Toos,  pi.  o/To,  s. 

Tootb-ake,  ■:*.  toothache,  R.  1098. 

Top,  s.  top,  A  2915  ;  top  (ot  tho  mast), 
main-top,  L.  639 ;  tuft  of  hair,  C  2^^ ; 
top  (of  the  head),  A  590  ;  crown  lof  tho 
head\  T.  iv.  996 ;  Top  and  tail,  begin- 
ning and  end,  HF.  880. 

To-race,  j)/\  I'f-  snl'J-  tear  in  pieces,  E  572. 
Here  race  is  probably  short  for  ai'ace,  to 
tear  up. 

Tord,  8.  piece  of  dung,  B  2120,  C  955. 

To-rende,  pr.  pi.  suhj.  tear  in  piece?!,  T. 
ii.  790  ;  Ti>rente,  pt.  s.  distracteil,  T.  iv. 
341;  rent  asunder,  B  3215;  tore  ia 
pieces,  L.  820 ;  To- rent,  2'P-  rent  in 
pieces,  C  102,  E  1012. 

Torats,  jj/.  small  rings  on  the  collar  of  a 
dog,  A  2152.     See  Turet. 

TOTmentinge,  s.  torture,  E  1038. 

Tormentour,  c«.  tormentor,  10.  18  ;  exe- 
cutioner, B  818. 

Tormentrye,  s.  torture.  D  251. 

Tormentyse,  j(.  torment,  B  3707. 

Torn,  ,•*,  turn^  C  815. 

Tornen,  v.  turn,  G  1403 ;  retiuii,  A 
1488. 

Torney,  s.  tourney,  T.  iv.  1669. 

To-romblen,  v.  rumble,  crash,  L.  1218. 

Tortuos,  adj.  lit.  tortuous,  i.  e.  oblique, 
applied  to  the  six  signs  of  the  zodiao 
(Capricorn  to  Gemini  1,  which  ascend 
most  rapiilly  and  obliquely  ;  Tortuous, 
B  302. 

To-scatered.  pp.  clispersed.  D  1969. 

To-shake,  j>^>.  shaken  to  pieces,  L.  962 ; 
tcssod  about,  L.  1705. 

To-shivered,  pp.  been  destroyed,  5.  493. 

To-shrede,  pr.  lA.   cut   into   shreds,   A 

2t)<  H). 

To-slitered,  ]}}).  sloshed  with  numerous 
cuts,  E.  840. 
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To-sterte,  v.  start  asunder,  Inirst,  T.  ii. 

<)So. 
To-stoupe,  r.  stoop  forwards,  1)  1^60. 
To-swinke,  i»:  pi.  labour  greatly,  C  510. 
To-tar,  j'<.  s.  tore  iii  pieces,  rent,  B  3801. 
Totelere,    suh)<t.    as    adj.  tattling,   tale- 

liearing,  L.  35,(. 
To-tere,  2^r.  pi.  rend,  tear  in  pieces,  C 

474  ;  To-tar,  pf.  s.  rent,  B  3801  ;  To-tore. 

pp.  G  635  ;  To-torn,  2>P-  niiich  torn,  5. 

1 10  ;  dcfiiced,  T.  i\-.  358  ;  tlislievelled,  R. 

?-'■• 
Tother  :  the  father  (for  that  otheri,  the 

other,  L.  325  a. 
To-trede,  v. ;  al  to-trede,  trample  imder 

foot,  I  864. 
Toty,  adj.  dizzrv,  A  4253.      Spenser  has 

totty  ;  1\  Q.  vii.  7.  39.  ; 

Touchinge,  .s.  touch,  I  207. 
Tough,  adj.  troublesome,  pertinacious,  in 

phr.   make    it    tongh,   to   behave   in  a 

troublesome,  pertinacious,  and  forward 
•     manner,  T.  v.  101  ;  made  it  tough,  was 

captious,  3, 531  ;  behaved  pertinaciously. 

T.  iii.  87.' 
Toumbling.  adj.  perishing,  B  3.  p  o.  108. 

.See  Tomblinge. 
Touu.   *.    town,   A   217;    farm,    B   413S; 
.     neighboiu'hood,  R.  446. 
.Tour,  s.  tower,  F  176  ;  tower  (of  London), 

A  3256  ;  mansion  (in  astrology^  4.  113. 

(In  B  2096,  the  sense  is  that  his  crest 

was    a   miniature    tower,  with    a    lil\- 

above  it.) 
Touret.  s.  turret,  A  1909. 
Tourne,  v.  turn,  T.  ii.  688 ;    return,  I» 

-      <;88, 

Tourneyiuge,  s.  tournament,  1{.  1206. 
Tourneyment,  s.  tournament,  B  ic)o6, 
Touruing,  ».  turning  round,  K.  761. 
Toute.  .f.  buttocks,  backside,  A  3812,  3853. 
Toverbyde,  gi'r.  to  survive,  D  i2(x>. 
Towayle,  ».  towel,  cloth,  K.  161  ;  Towaille, 

Ii  .^935;  3943- 
TowTie  ;  out  of  t.,  away,  T.  iii,  570,  577, 

To-wonde,  j)t.  -i.  (with  suhstittition  of  the 
iveak  for  the  strong  form,  as  in  al>reyde), 
flew  in  pieces,  became  broken,  4.  102. 
The  form  toicond,  flew  in  pieces,  occitrs 
in  Sir  Ferumbras,  2568. 

To-yere,  adc.  this  year,  HF.  84  ;  1)  168. 

Trace,  a.  trace,  steps,  14.  3  ;  Traas,  pro- 
cession, L.  285. 

Trace,  i  pr.  pi.  go,  5.  54. 

Trad,  pt.  s.  o/Trcdo. 

Tragedien,  ».  writer  of  tragedy,  B  3. 
P  6,  3, 


Traisouu,  s.  treason,  B  4307, 
Traitorye,  treachery,  B  781. 
Traitour,  s.  traitor,  HF.  267. 
Translate!!,  ger.  t<>  translate,  L.  370;  pp. 

changed,  dressed  afresh,  E  385. 
Transmuwe,   v.   transform,   T,   iv.    467 ; 

p)).  T,  \\.  83(1, 
Transporten,  v.  extend,  B  i.  p  4.  241. 
Trappe.  s.  trap,  snare,  A  145  :  trap-door, 

entrance,  T.  iii.  741. 
Trapped,  i'i>.  furnished  with  trappings,  A 

28<X>. 

Trappe-dore, .«.  trap-door,  T.  iii.  759. 
Trappures,  pi.  trappings  for  horses,  A 

24l)<). 

Traunce,  s.  trance,  A  1572  :  half-conscious 

.state.  B  3906  ;  brown  study,  D  2216. 
Traunce,  ger.  to  tramp  aljout,  T.  iii.  600, 
Trave,  s.  wooden  frame  for  holding  un- 
ruly- horses,  A  3282.    O.  F.  tref  from  Lat. 
ace.  trabcm,  beam, 
Travers,  s.  '  traverse,"  a  curtain,  screen, 

T.  iii.  074  ;  E  1817. 
Trayed,  pt.  s.  betraj  ed,  HF.  390  ;  L.  2481). 
Trays,  s.  traces,  T,  i.  222  ;  A  2139.     O.  F. 
troi-'i.  pi.  of  trait,  a  trace.     Tlie  E.  traces 
is  a  double  plural. 
Traysen,  ger.  to  betray,  T.  iv.  438. 
Trayteres.se,    s.   fern,    traitress,   3,   620, 

Si  3. 
Traytour,  s.  traitor,  A  11.^0;  gen.  2>l.  of 

traitors,  hence  traitoroiis,  C  8()6. 
Trecherye,    s,    treachei-j-,    trickery,    B 

4520. 
Trechoures.  ]>l.  traitors,  R.  197. 
Trede,  1  i)r.  j}l.  tread,  A  3022  ;  Tret,  pr.  .<?. 
treads,   D  2002  ;    Trad,  pt.  s.  trode,  B 
43()8;  Troden,  J/^  i>/.  HF.  2153;  Troden, 
pp.  stepped,  C  712. 
Trede-foul,  s.  treader  of  fowls,  B  3135, 

4041, 
Tragedie,    s,   tragedy,   sad   story,   T.   v. 

178'.. 
Tregetour,   s.  a  juggler  who   iised  me- 
chanical contrivances,  HF.  1277  ;  pi.  F 
1 141. 
Trench,  s.  a  hollow  walk,  idley,  F  y)'- 

F.  trnnrlter,  to  cut. 
Trenchant,  adj.  cutting,  sharp,  A  3930. 
Trenden,  v.  revolve,  B  3.  m  u.  4. 
Trentals,  pJ.  ("sets  of)  thirty  masses  for 

the  dead,  1)  171 7,  1724. 
Tresor,  s.  treasure,  wealth,  B  442,  V,  779. 
Tresorere,  s.  treasiu-er,  1.  107  ;  19.  18. 
Tresorie,  s.  treasury,  HF.  524. 
Trespas,  *.  wrong,  B  2547 ;  transgression, 

L.  408,  403. 
Trespassours,  s.  pi.  offenders,  B  2548. 
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Tresse.  s.  a  (three-fold)  i^ait  (olhain,  K. 

77() ;  HF.  j^o  :  A  1049. 
Tresse,  (/>'>:  t"  ilrcss  (my)  hair,  t<>  jiluit, 

K.  5()<)  ;  7<;>.  iilaitcil,  L)  ^44. 
Tressour,  «.  lioad-drcss,  K.  5(18.     l'robaljl.\- 

a  'caul,'  or  net  of  gold  thread. 
Tret,  2>i:  a.  n/Trude. 
Tretable.   culj.  tractable,   docile,  I  658; 

yielding,  L.  411  ;  inclinable,  3.  ^2};  in- 
clined to  talk,  3.  53.V 
Trete,  v..  treat,  T.  iv.  58;  treat  of,  tell,  5. 

34  :  ijer.  to  speak,  converse,  C  64  ;  jfj'- 

explained,  B  5.  p  i.  3. 
Tretee,  s,   treaty,  A  1288  ;  discussion.  V 

i-Mi);  agreement.  E  1892. 
Tretis.  s.  treaty,  B  233  ;    accotint,  T.  ii. 

i(K)7  ;  treatise,  A.  i)r.  5  ;  story,  B  2147. 
Tretys.   adj.   wcU-proportioneil,   k>ng.    A 

152;  well-fashioned,  K.  1016;  graceful. 

R.  932.     O.  F.  trctix. 
Trewe,  adj.  true,  A  531  ;  honest,  L.  464  ; 

3»/.  the  faithful,  B  45(>. 
Trewe,  adi:  correctly,  8.  4. 
Trewe,  *.  truce,  T.  iii.  i77(),  iv.  58  ;  Trewes. 

j>!.  the  days  of  truce,  T.  v.  401. 
Trewe  love,  s.  true-lo^■e  (probably  a  leaf 

of  herb  paris  or  some  aromatic  confec- 
tion \  A  3t>92. 
Trewely,  adv.  truly,  certainly,  A  481. 
Tre-wer,  adj.  truer.  6.  117. 
Trewer.  adv.  more  truly,  3.  927. 
Treweste.  adj.  super},  triiest,  F  1539. 
Treye.  mnii.  'tray,'  three,  C  653. 
Triacle.  s.  a  sovereign  remedy,  B  479,  C 

314.     O.  F.  triacle. 
Trikled.  pt.  i>l.  trickled,  B  1864. 
Trille.  r.   turn,  twirl,  F  316.     Cf.  Swed. 

irilla.  to  turn  round. 
Trip,  ii.  small  piece,  D  1747. 
Trippe.  v.  dance,  A  3328  ;  yer.  to  trip,  to 

move  briskly  with  the  feet,  F  312. 
Trist.  s.  trust,  T.  i.  154,  iii.  403. 
Triste,  s.  trj-st,  station,  T.  ii.  1534. 
Triste.  v.  trust,  L.  333  ;  ger.  to  ti-ust  (to), 
.    L.  1885. 

Tristicia,  sadness,  I  725. 
Troden ;  see  Trede. 
Trogh.  s.  trough.  A  3627. 
Trompe.  .><.  trumpet,  L.  635. 
Tromped,  pt.  n.  sounded  the  trumpet,  E 

1 7 1. 1. 
Troinpes,  J'/,  trumpeters,  7.  30;  A  2671. 
Tronchoun,  ."*.  broken  shaft  of  a  spear, 

A  2015.     O.  F.  tronclioii. 
Trone.  s.  throne,  A  2529  ;  throne  (of  God  1. 

heaven,  C  842. 
Tropik,  s.  the  turuing-ix»Lut,  a  name  for 

the  solstitial  points,  A.  i.  17.  13. 


Triipos,  ».  a  turning  ;  but  interpreted  by 
Chaucer  to  moan  '  agaynward,'  i.  e. 
liackward,  A.  i.  17.  13. 

Trotteth.  pr.  3.  trots,  i.e.  goes,  is,  E  1538. 

Troublable.  adj.  disturbing,  B  4.  m   2. 

Trouble,  adj.  tempest Uf>us.  turbid.  B  i. 

m  7.  3  :  dull.  H  279  ;  disturbed,  I  537  ; 

an.xious.  E  405;  vexed,  6.  133. 
Troubly.  adj.  cloudy,  obscure,  B  4.  m  5. 

,<5- 
Trouthe.  s.  truth.  A  46  ;  fidelity,  L.  267  ; 

troth,  promise.  A  lOm. 
Trowen,  v.  believe.  HF.  o<)9  ;  i  pr.  s.  trow, 

believe,    imagine.    A    155 ;    Trowestow, 

dost  thou  think,  B  i.  p  3.  24. 
Troyewardes.  to,  towards  Troy,  T.  i.  59. 
Trufles.  .*.  j'/.  trifles,  I  715. 
Trumpen.  r.  blow  the  trumpet,  HF.  1243, 
Trussed.  i>p.  packed.  A  dUi. 
Truwe,  3.  truce,  T.  iv.  1312.  1314. 
Tryce.  v.  pull,  drag  awa.v,  B  3715.     Cf.  E. 

trice  jq)  '  nautical  term). 
Trye,  adj.  choice,  excellent.  B  2046. 
Tryne  compas.the  threefold  world,  con- 
taining earth,  sea,  and  heaven,  G  45. 
Tubbe,  s.  tub.  A  3621. 
Tuel.  s.  pipe,  slender  chimney,  HF.  1(549. 

O.  F.  tuel,  F.  ttii/au. 
'  Tukked.  j^j>.  tucked.  A  (Lm. 
Tulle,  r.  entice,  allure.  A  4134. 
Tunge.  .^.  tongue,  i.  128. 
,  Turet. .«.  the  eye  in  ^^■hich  the  ring  of  the 

astrolabe  turned.  A.  i.  2.  1.     Cot  grave 

has  '  I'ouret,  the  little  ring  by  which  a 

Hawkes  lune  or  leash  is  fastened  unto 

the  Jesses.'     See  Torets. 
Turment.  s.  torment.  E.  274. 
Turmente,  (jer.  to  vex,  L,  871. 
I  Turne,  ger.  to  turn.  A  2454  ;  r.  turn  (in  a 

lathe ).  A  3c)28 ;    Turnen.  v.  return,  L, 
I       26i(> ;  pp.  at  an  end.  3.  o8<). 
I  Turneyinge.    s.    tournament,    A    2557; 

mock  tournament.  E.  1407. 
I  Turtel.  i<.  tuitle-dove.  A  37o(».  E  2080. 
Turves,  s.  pi.  turf-plots,  patches  of  turf, 

L.  2,  ,4;  E2235. 
Tusked.  pix>vided  with  tusks.  F  1254. 
Tuskes.  pi.  tiisks,  T.  v.  1238. 
Tuwel,  «.  hole.  D  2i4,S.     See  Tuel. 
Twelf.  tweho.  C  30. 

Twelfinouth.  «.  twelvemonth,  year,  X 
'        ()5i.  1)  90i>. 
Twelfte.  adj.  twelfth.  4.  139. 
Tweye.  two.  A  704.   792;   Twey,  B  2203; 

O'-.  iind  fv..  in  pairs,  A  898. 
'  Tweyfold.  adj.  double,  G  566. 
I  Tweyne,  twain,  2.  76;  4,  95. 
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Twigges,  5.  pi.  fwigs.  HF,  1036. 
Twighte,  itt.  s.  twitched,  drew  quickly, 

T.  iv.  1 185;  Twight,  ^p.  distraiight,  (lit. 

twitched',   T.  iv.   57J ;    pnlled,   1)   1563.   I 

The  intin.  is  ticicche)}. 
Twinkeling,  ^<!.  twinkling,  4.  22J  ;    mo-  1 

mentaiy  blinking,  E  }■;.  \ 

Twinkled,  i>t.  pi.  twinkled,  A  267 ;  jy*. 

winked,  B  2.  p  3.  79. 
Twinne,  v.  sever,  part,  T.  iv.  1197;   tiv. 

from  Ills  irit,  lose  his  mind,  7.  ioj  ;  de- 
part,   B  3195,  F  577  ;   ger.  to  separate, 

B  517  ;  to  depart  (from),  C  430. 
Twinninge,  *.  separation,  T.  iv.  1303. 
Twiste,  3.  (1)  twist,  tendril,  T.  iii.  1230: 

i  i  I  twig,  spray,  E.  2349. 
Twiste,  I',  wring,  torment,  F  566  ;  i  pt.  s. 

tortured,  D  494  ;  pt    s.  wi'ung,  E  2005  ; 

Twiste,  j>t.  s.  sitbj.  ■woiild  compel,  con- 
strain, T.  iii.  1769;  Twist,  pp).  twisted, 

HF.  775. 
Two  so  riche,  twice  as  rich,  L.  2291.    Cf. 

Ten. 
Twyes,  adv.  twice,  A  4348;  Twye,  A.  i. 

16.  13. 
Tyd,  sb.  time,  hour,  T.  ii.  1739  ;  (usually) 

Tyde,  E.  1452  ;  season,  F  142  ;  Tydes,  pi. 

tides,  A  401. 
Tyden,  r.  befall,  happen,  B  337;   jja  s. 

comes  (to\  (a  Xortheru  formj  A  4175  ; 

Tit,  j>?\  s.   betides,  T.  i.  333;   Tid,  i)p. 

happened,  T.  i.  907. 
Tydif,  s.  small  bird,  perhaps  the  titmouse, 

L.  154.     See  Tidifs. 
Tyme.  s.  time,  A  35,  44  ;  hy  tyme,  earlj-, 

betimes,  L.  452  ;    in  good  tyme,   3.  370 ; 

Tymes,  jyl.  hours,  5.  283  ;  moments,  K. 

380  :.  (preceded  by  a  number)  Tj'me,  </e«. 

pi.  times,  T.  i.  441. 
Tyne,  s.  barrel,  12.  9.     0.  F.  tine. 
Tyren,  i\  tear,  rend,  B  3.  m  12.  49 ;  pr. 

pj.  pull  i<>  pieces,  T.  i.  787. 
Tytled,  pp.  dedicated,  I  894. 

U. 

Umbra  extensa,  or  recta,  the  lower  part  of 

the  '  skale ' ;    Umbra  versa,  the  upper 

part  of  the  same,  A.  i.  12.  8. 
TJmbreyde,  pt.  s.  upbraided,  reproached, 

L.  1671. 
Unagreable,  adj.  miserable,  B   i.  m  i. 

32  'Lat.  ingratnsK 
Unbityde,  v.  fail  to  happen,  B  5.  p  4.  39. 
Unbodie,  i'.  leave  the  body,  T.  v.  1550. 
Unbokele,  v.  unbuckle,  F  555. 
Unbrent,  pp.  nnbumt,  B  1658. 
Unbroyden,  i)2>.  unbraided,  T.  iv.  817. 


Unbuxumnesse,  ^.  unsubmissivenes.^, 
24.  27. 

Uncirciimscript,  i)j).  boundless,  T.  v. 
1X65. 

Unconning,  adj.  unskilful,  6.  75. 

Unconninge, .«.  ignorance,  B  3o()6. 

Unconvenable.  adj.  unsuitalile.  I  431. 

Uncouple,  v.  to  let  loose,  B  3(192. 

Uncouth,  adj.  citrious,  A  2497 ;  strange, 
HF.  1279  (whore  the  text  has  uncouthe, 
but  read  uncouth). 

Uncouthly,  adv.  ruicommonly,  strik- 
ingly, R.  584. 

Uncovenable,  adj.  unseemly,  I  631  ;  un- 
fit (for  goi"l ,  B  4.  p  6.  333. 

Uncunninge,  adj.  ignorant,  B  i.  p  i.  6i. 

Uncurteisly,  adv.  rudely,  E  2363. 

Undefouled.  tindefiled,  B  2.  p  4.  24. 

Undepartable,  adj.  inseparable,  B  4.  p 
3.  62. 

Undergrowe,  j>p.  of  short  stature.  A  150. 

Undermeles,  pi.  umlern-times,  xjerhapi 
afternoons,  D  875.    See  below. 

Undern,  s.  B  4412,  E  2(10,  981.  A  par- 
ticular time  in  the  morning  is  liera 
implied,  either  about  9  a.m.,  or  some, 
what  later.  (Also  applied  to  signify 
mid-afternoon.) 

Undernom,  jjf.  s.  perceived,  G  243 ; 
Undernome,  pp.  reproved,  I  401. 

Underput,  j)i>.  subjected,  B  i.  p  6.  07. 

Underpyght3,  X)t.  s.  stuffed,  filled  under- 
neath, B  7S9. 

Underspore,  v.  thrust  (the  staff)  imder, 
push  beneath,  A  3465. 

Understonde,  v.  understand,  A  746  :  pr. 
pi.  C  646  ;  Undorstode,  pt.  s.  subj.  should 
understand,  T.  i.  1035;  Understonde, 
2U>.  understood,  T.  v.  1186. 

Undertake,  v.  affirm,  E  803 ;  ger.  to  con- 
duct an  enterprise,  A  405  ;  warrant,  R. 
461  ;  dure  say,  B  3516. 

Undevocioun,  s.  lack  of  devotion,  I  723. 

Undigne,  (vlj.  unworthy,  E  359. 

Undo,  gfr.  to  unfold,  reveal,  3.  809;  i'. 
unfasten,  T.  iii.  741  ;  pr.  d.  opens,  A  3727. 

Undoutous,  adj.  undoubting,  B  5.  p  i. 

Uneschewably,  adv.  inevitably,  B  5.  p  3. 

'35- 
Uneschuable,  adj.  inevitable,  B  5.  p  i, 

105. 
Unethe,  adv.  scarcely;  wel  unethe,  scarcely 

at  all,  HF.  2041. 
Unethes,  adv.  with  difficulty,  T.  ii.  566. 
Unfamous,  adj.  lost  to  fame,  HF.  1146. 
Unfestlich,  adj.  unfestive,  jadeil,  F  366. 
Ungiltif,  adj.  gttiltless,  T.  iii.  1018. 
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Un-grobbed.  adj.  not  'ligged  ronnd,  9.  14. 
Unhap,  s.  ill  luck,  T.  i.  55.'. 
Unhappily,  fifJr.  unluckily,  T.  v.  o^y. 
Unhardy,  tjdj.  cowardly,  A  4,210. 
Unhele,  s.  misfortune,  sickness,  0  116. 
Unholsora,  adj.  ailing,  •weak,  T.  iv.  x-P- 
Universe  ;  in  universe,  tiniversally,  T.  iii. 

3''- 
Universitee,  a  the  xmiversal,  B  ^.  p  4. 

18-, 
Unkinde,  adj.  tinnatural,   B  88;    cruel, 

5-  4,M. 
Unkindely.  adv.  unnaturally,  C  485. 
Unkindenesae,  s.  unkimlness,  B  1057. 
Unkonning,  adj.  unskilful,  A  2?o^. 
Unkorven,  adj.  uncut,  unpruned,  9.  14. 
Unkouth,  adj.  strange,  T.  ii,  15 r. 
Unkunninge,  adj.  ignorant,  R.  68<5. 
Unlaced,  pp.  disentangled,  B  ?.  p  12.  166, 
Unleveful,  adj.  not  permissible,  1 593,  777, 
Unloven.  tjer.  to  cease  to  love,  T.  v,  1698. 
Unlust.  s.  disinclination,  I  680. 
Unlyklinesse,  s.  difficulty  in  pleasing,  T. 

i.  16. 
Unlykly.  adj.  unpleasing,  E  2180. 
Uuraanhod,  .«,  an  unmanly  act,  T.  i.  824. 
Unmerie,  adj.  sad,  HF.  74. 
Uumighty,  adj.  iinable,  T.  ii,  858. 
Unneste,  imj).  s.  leave  thy  nest,  T,  iv.  ^05. 
Unnethe,   adv.    scarcely,    hardly,    with 

difficulty,  A  3121,  B  1050,  1816,  361 1. 
Unnethes,  adv.  scarcely,  B  1675,  D  2168, 
Unordred,  adj.  not  belonging  to  a  re- 
ligious order,  I  961. 
Unparigal,  adj.  unequal  (Lat.  inparem\ 

B  3.  p  I,  13. 
Unpleyten,  v.  unplait,  explain,  unfold, 

B  2.  p  «.  II. 
Unpurveyed,  adj.  unprovided,  uncared 

for,  B  2.  p  I.  22, 
Unraced,  adj.  unbroken,  untom,   B  4. 

P  '■  5.'- 
Unremeved,    pp.    unre moved,   ■without 

iitsi  being  moved,  A.  ii.  46.  37. 
Unreste,  s.  restlessness,  D  1 104. 
Unright,  s.  wrong,   T.  iv.  550 ;    injury-. 

T.  ii.  453. 
Unrightful,  adj.  wicked,  L.  1771, 
Unsad,  adj.  unsettled,  E  995. 
Unsavory,  a<lj.  displeasing,  I  510, 
Unscience,    s.    unreal    knowledge,    no 

knowledge,  B  5.  p  3.  113. 
Unselinesse,  s.  unhappiness,  B  4.  p  4. 

38. 
Unsely,  adj.  unhappy,  B  2.  p  4.  8. 
Unset,  adj.  unappointe<l,  A  1524. 
Unshethe,    i  j"'-  *•  unsheathe,  remove, 

T.  iv.  776. 


Unshette,  !><.  s.  unlocked,  E  2047. 
Uu.shette,  adj.  pi.  not  shut,  HF.  1953. 
Unshewed,  pp.  unconfessed,  I  9;, 9. 
Uu.sittinge,  adj  unfit,  T.  ii.  31)7. 
Unskilful,  adj.  IVxjlish,  T.  i.  ■;^)^\ 
Unskilfully,  adv.  unreasonably,  B  i.  p  4. 

223. 
Unslekked.  adj.  unslacked,  G  806. 
Unsofte,  adj.  harsh,  E  1S24. 
Unsolempne,    adj.    uncelebrated,    B    i. 

P  '•  64- 
Unspeedful,  adj.  unprofitable,  B  5.  p  «5. 

337- 
Unstaunchable.  adj.  inexhaustible,  B  2. 

p  7.  120    f^t.  inexkauxta). 
Unstauuched.  adj.  insatiate,  B  2.  p  6. 

115    Lat.  inf.rplfitam\ 
Unstraunge,  adj.  weU-known,  A.  ii.  17. 

riihi'iv. 
Unywelle,  v.  become  less  full,  T.  iv.  1146. 
Unswete.  adj.  bitter,  HF.  72. 
Unthank,  s.  no  thanks,  want  of  thanks, 

T.  v.  699  ;  a  curse,  A  4f)8i. 
Unthrift,  s.  nonsense,  T.  iv.  431. 
Unthriftily,  adv.  poorly,  G  893. 
Unthrifty,  adj.  profitless,  T.  iv.  153a 
Untold,  adj.  uncounted,  A  3780. 
Untressed,  adj.  with  hair  IrMise,  5.  268; 

unarranged,  E  379 ;  unplaited,  A  1289. 
Untretable,  adj.  inexorable,  B  2.  p  8.  2. 
Untrewe.  adv.  untrul.v,  A  735, 
Untriste,  v.  distrust,  T.  iii.  839. 
Untyrae  :  in  untyiw,  out  of  season,  I  1051. 
Un-war,  adj.  unaware,   T.  i.  304 ;   unex- 

pocte<l,  B  427, 
Un-war,  adv.  unexpectedly,  unawares,  T, 

i.  54Q. 
Unwelde.  adj.  I'unwieldyX  too  weak  to 

supjiort  herself,  K.  359 ;  difficult  to  move, 

H  55  ;  difficult  to  control,  A  3886. 
Un-wemmed,    adj.    unspotted,   spotless, 

B  024,  G  137,  225. 
Unwened,  adj.  unexpected,  B  4.  p  ^.  260. 
Unwist,  adj.  unknown,  T.  ii.   121)4  :   uii' 

iriH  or",  uninfi.>rmed of,  T.  i.  93 ;  unknown 

by,  L.  1653. 
Unwit,  s.  folly.  4.  271. 
Unwot.  ;>/■.  ^<i.  fails  to  know,  B  5.  p  6.  177, 
Unvrrye.  c.  reveal,  T.  i.  858. 
Unyolden,  pp.  without  having  yielded, 

A  2642. 
Up,   adv.  up ;    open  (outwards,   not  up- 

wards\  A  3801  ;  as  r.  up  with,  HF.  102 1  ; 

lip  and  doun.  T.  ii.  650  ;  in  all  direction*, 

A  977 ;    backwards    and    forwards,    A 

1052. 
Up,  prep.  on.  upon.  A  2543  ;  ujy  peril,  on 

peril,    D   2271  ;    up  peyne,    under    the 
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l-eiialty,  P  1587  ;  vp  poynt^  011  the  poiut, 

ready,  T.  iv.  1153. 
■Up-bouude,_2>7J.  bound  up,  T.  iii.  517. 
Up-caste,  pt.  s.  cast  up,  B  i)o6. 
Up-drow,  j>A.  s.  drew  up,  L.  1459. 
Up-enbossed,  J)/),  raised,  L.  i2cw. 
Up-haf,  J)^  «.  uplifted,  A  2428. 
Upon,  ])rep.    upon,   A    131  ;    iu,    F   9J5 ; 

atjainst,  1)  1313. 
Upon,   vsed   adverbially,    ui)OU   (him    or 

her),  on,  I)  559,  1382. 
Uppe.  'iilr.  up,  i.  e.  left  open,  F  615. 
Up-piight,  pp.  phicked  ux),  puUed   up, 

B  3-'3Q. 
Upright,  adv.  i.  e.  reversed,  D  2266  ;  al^o, 

lying  on  one"s  back  (mostly  of  people 

asleejj  or  dead) ;  A  4194  ;  B  1801. 
Up-rist,  J)?:  s.  rises  up,  L.  1 188  ;  A  4249. 
Up-riste,  s.  dat.  up-rising,  A  1051. 
Upronne,  j^P-  ascended,  F  386. 
Up-so-doun,  adv.  xipside  down,  A  n;;, 

tr  625. 
Upspringe,  v.  rise  (as  tlie  sun),  4.  14. 
Upsterte,  j>t.  s.  upstarted,  arose,  A  io8i>, 

1299. 
Up-yaf,  pt.  s.  yielded  up,  gave,  A  242;. 
Up-yolden,  j>p.  yielded  up,  A  3052. 
Usage,  s.  iisage,  habit,  A  no;  luidde  in 

7mi<je,  was  accustomed,  B  1696 ;  iras  in 

vsdge,  B  1717. 
Usaunce,  s.  custom.  E.  6.S3. 
Usaunt,  ^res.  jd.  ««  adj.  addicted,  I  821  ; 

accustomed,  A  394f>. 
Usen,  ger.  to  accustom,  1 245  ;  v.  u.se,  B  44 : 

T'sfth,  2^''.  s.  i.s  accustomed,  L.  304. 
Us-selve,  jjn^w.  ovirselves,  I  349. 
Usshers,  s.  pi.  -ushers,  F  293. 
Usure,  8.  usury,  B  1681. 
Us-ward,  to,  towards  us,  B  2938. 
Utter,  <idj.  (mtward,  G-  498. 
Uttsreste,  adj.  i<iip>erJ.  supreme,  E  787. 


Vache,  a.  cow,  beast,  13.  22.    The  reference 

is  to  a  quadruped  that  looks  donn  to  the 

caHh, 
Valance,  «.  (jmrnhly)  sign  of  zodiac  op- 

IKjsito  the  mansion  of  a  i)lanet,  4.  145  ; 

if  so,  the  reference  here  is  to  the  sign 

of  Aries. 
Valour, .«.  worth,  R.  057. 
Vane,  *.  a  weather-cock,  E  996. 
Vanish,  i  pr.  a.  shrink  n^),  waste  awav, 

Variaunce,  9.  variation,  T.  iv.  985;  Vari- 
ance, dift'crcnce,  I  427. 
Variaunt,  adj.  varying,  G  11 75. 


Vassalage,  .s.  prowess,  L.  1667. 

Vavassour,  a.  a  sub-vassal,  next  in  dig- 
nity to  a  baron,  A  360. 

Veins,  adj.  fern,  vain,  R.  447. 

Veluet,  s.  velvet,  E.  1420 ;  Veluettes,  pi. 
i"  044- 

Veneriau,  adj.  devoted  to  Venus,  D  609, 

Venerye.  s.  hunting,  A  166,  2308. 

Venge,  v.  revenge,  B  3471. 

Vengeresses.  *.  2>l-  avengeresses,  aveng« 
iug  deities,  B  3.  m  12.  38. 

Venim,  s.  \enom, poison,  R.  1089  ;  nialice, 
B  891,  C  421  ;  corruption,  A  2751  ;  dye 
'  Lat.  'xcnono).  B  2.  m  5.  12. 

Ventusinge,  ,■*.  cupijing  (a  surgical  opera- 
tion), A  2747. 

Venus,  venereal  pleasure,  D  464. 

Ver,  the  spring,  T.  i.  157. 

Veray.  adj.  very,  true,  real,  L.  1068, 

Verdegrees,  *.  verdigrease,  G  791. 

Verdit,  s.  verdict.  A  787. 

Verndge,  s.  a  wine  of  Italj-,  B  1261. 

Vernicle,  s.  ^■ernicle,  A  685.  A  copy  of 
the  sacred  handkerchief  on  which  the 
impression  of  the  Saviour's  face  was 
distinguishable. 

Vernisshed,  pt.  s.  varnished ;  hence 
(jocularlj).  lined   iu   a   lavish  way,  A 

4149- 
Verre,  s.  glass,  T.  ii.  867. 
Verray,  adj.  Aerj-,  true,  A  72,  422  ;  v.  force, 

main  force,  B  3237. 
I  Verrayly,  adv.  verily,  truly,  2.  73. 
Verrayment,  adv.  verily,  B  1903. 
Veraiflour,  s.  poet,  B  2783. 
Vertu,  i-.  \irtue.  A  307 ;  quickening  power, 

A  4  ;   power,  A  2249 ;   valour,  E.   1208 ; 

mental    faculty,   HF.   550 ;    magic    in- 
fluence,  F   146,    157;    V.  plese,    satisfy 

virtue,  be  virtuous,  E  216. 
Vertuous,  adj.  virtuous,  A  251  :   full  of 

virtue.  D  U13;   full  of  healing  power, 

R.  1097  ;  holy.  I  455. 
Verye  (a  word  usihI  in  a  charm),  A  3485. 

Perhaps  for  u-eri,  an  accursed  creature  j 

A.S.  icearg. 
Vese.  .<<.  rush  (Lat.  iinpettts),  A  1985. 
Vessel,  s.  {collectively),  vessels,  plate,  B 

Vestinient,  .■;.  clothing,  F  59. 

Veyne.  s.  vein,  A  3. 

Veyne-blood,   ,'^.   bleeding  at  a  vein,  A 

-•747- 
Vidge,  ,s.  \-oyage,  travel,  journey,  T.  ii,  75; 

expedition,  attempt,  T.  iii.  732. 
Vicaire,  a.  deputy,  deputed  iiiler,  5.  379; 

Vicary,  a  vicar,  I  22. 
Victor,  a.  aa  adj.  of  victorj-,  5.  182. 
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Vigile,  s.  -wakf,  T.  v.  ^05. 

Vigilyes,  pi.  vigils,  A  .177. 

Viker,  «.  vicar,  D  nxiii. 

Vileinous,  mtj.  evil,  B  2<h)^. 

Vileins,  Vileyns,  utlj.  villainous.  L.  18J4 ; 
null',  D  120S:  sint'nl,  1  854,  914;  evil, 
wicked,  I  556. 

Vileinsly.  adr.  evilly,  I  154 ;  Vilaynsly, 
slmiiu'lully,  11.  149*!. 

Vileinye.  s.  vile  conduft,  B  2547 ;  great 
harm,  A  4191  ;  despiteful  language,  re- 
proach, D  34,  53  ;  disgrace,  A  942  ;  unfit 
speech,  A  70 ;  sei-vitude,  I  14? ;  dis- 
courtesy, x'uileuess,  C  740;  vileness,  HF. 
96;  rciiroach,  T.  iv.  21;  evil-tloing,  B 
16.S1. 

Vinolent,  adj.  full  of -wine,  D  467,  1931. 

Violes,  s.  1)1.  vials,  phials.  O  703. 

Virelayes,  ^.pl.  ballads  with  a  particular 
return  of  rime,  F  948  ;  L.  42^. 

Viritoot,  A\  brisk  movement,  A  ,^770.   . 

Viritrate,  s.  hag,  D  1582. 

Visage,  u.  put  a  face  (on  it\  disguise,  E 

2-'7.^ 

Visitacioiins,  s.  pi.  visits,  D  555. 
Visyte.  f/er.  to  visit,  A  49,^,  1194. 
Vitaille,  *.  victuals,  provisions,  A  248.  569. 
Vitaille,  r.  provide  with  victuals,  L.  1093. 
Vitaillers,  j»/.  victuallers,  A  43<)<>. 
Vitremyte,  s.  (prob(tbl>/)  a  woman's  cap, 

an  ctfeniinate  head-dress.  B  %-<(^2. 
Voided,  2>P-  removed,  F  1195  ;   cleared, 

eniptied,  L.  2(125. 
Vois,  s.  voice,  E.  751.    See  Voys. 
Volage,    adj.   giddy,   volatile,    K.    1284; 

wanton,  H  239. 
Volatyl, .«.  a.i  pi.  fowls,  B  1202. 
Voltor,  n.  vulture,  B  3.  m  12.  46 ;  pi.  T.  i. 

788. 
Volupeer,  s.  night-cap,  A  4303  ;  Voluiier, 

Woman's  cap,  A  3241. 
Vouche,  V. ;   only  used  with  sauf,  safe : 

Youche  sauf,  f.  to  avouch  as  safe,  call 

safe,  vouchsafe,    grant,  deign,   permit, 

A812,  B  1641,  £234:  ;  ipr.s.  am  content, 

T.   iv.  90 ;    2  i)>:  pi.  vouchsafe,   grant, 

deign,  L.  2038  ;  Voucheth  sauf,  imp.  pi. 

vouchsafe,  E  885,  F  1043. 
Voyde  1  voided),  s. '  voidee,'  a  light  dessert, 

with  wine  and  spices,  T.  iii.  (174. 
Voyden,  v.  get  rid  of,  expel,  X  2751.  E 

910,  F  188;  imp.  s.  depart  from,  E  8o<j ; 

Voydeth,  imp.pl.  send  away,  Cr  1130. 
Voys,  S.  voice,  A   688,   C   531  ;    rumour, 

E  629;  commendation,  E  1592;  rejwrt, 

T.  iii.  1723. 
Vulgar,  adj.  A.  ii.  9.  5.     Tlie  day  V)tl{i(if 

is   the  length  of  the  '  artificial '  day, 


with    the   durations   of    morning    anil 
evening  twilight  added  to  it. 
Vyce,  8.  fault,    error,  T.  i.  689;    F  km  ; 
defect,  D  955. 

W. 

■Waast,  n.  waist,  B  1890. 

AVaat.  })!•.  ,«.  knows  (N'orthem),  A  4086. 

"Wacche,  .t.  sentinel,  B  2216. 
I  "Wachet,   s.   light    blue   colour,    A   3321, 
I       Later  E.  iratrlief. 

Waden,  i:  \ma^,  E  1684  :  wade  (througli\ 
!       D    2084 ;    enter   (into),    T.    ii.    150 ;    go, 
t       descend,  B  3684. 
I  "Waf,  pt.  .V.  wove,  L.  23()4. 
I  "Wafereres,  s.  pi.  makers  of  gau/rfs  or 
i       wafer-cakes,  confectioners,  C  479. 

'Wages,  pi.   A    1803 ;    pay,   recompense, 

4-  244- 
Wagging,  s.  shaking,  T.  ii.  1745. 
"Waiten,    v.  attend   on,    L.    i2(x);  j/i:  g. 

watches,  E  708 ;  i»(j).  e.  obser\'e,  A.  ii. 

5.  18. 
■Wake,  V.  be  awake,  lie  awake,    iS.  27; 
;       Waken,  v.   act.  awake,   B   1 187 ;  pr.   s. 
I       watches,  F  819;  Wook,  i  pt.  s.  awoke,  5. 

695;  remained  awake,  83809;  Waked, 

pp.  awaked,  3.  294  ;  kept  wake,  caroused, 

.^-  '>77- 
Wake-pleyes,  j»f.  funeral  games,  A  2960. 
Waker.  <idj.  vigilant,  5.  358. 
Waking,  s.  watching,    being   awake,   3. 

61 1  ;   period  of  wakefulness,  B  22  ;  pil. 

vigils,  I  257. 
Walet.  a  wallet,  A  6Srt  :  Walet.  A  681. 
Walked,  (  for  Walketh  1,  k.  walking ;  in 

phr.  go  walked,  yor  go  a-walketh,  gone 

a-walking,  3.  387;  D  1778. 
Walken,   ger.  to  walk,   roam,   A  2309; 

Welk,    I  j)t.   s.    walked,    T.   ii.  517 ;    is 

iralk'ed,  is  gone,  went,  A  2368. 
"Walsh-note,    gvn.    Ding,    walnut's,    HF. 

ijKi. 
."Walwe,  ger.  to  wallow,  roll  about,  T.  i, 

<K)i) :   pr.  pi.   wallow,  tumble,   A  427S ; 

pr.  s.  tosses,  L.  1106  ;  rolls  alxiut.  D  1085; 

pp.   involved,   immersed.    12.    17;    Wal- 

winge,  pre-i.  part,  causing  to  roll,  B  i. 

ni  7.  4  (Lat.  volHtnfi\ 
"Wanges.  .<.  j</.  mular  teeth.  A  4030. 
"Wang-tooth,  s.  molar  t.xitli,  B  3234. 
Wanhope,  s.  despair,  A  1249, 
"Wanie,  c.  wane.  A  2078. 
"Wante,  r.  be  wanting,  be  absent,  L.  301 ; 

fail,  fie  lacking,  I  514  ;  pr.  s.  is  lacking, 

H  338. 
"WantowTiesse,    s.    wantonness,    B    31 ; 

mannerism  (of  speech;,  A  2O4. 
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"Wautrust,  s.  distrust,  T.  i.  794  ;  H  280. 
"War.  a<IJ.  prudeut,  discreet,  cautious,  T. 

i.  J03  ;  aware,  A  157,  896,  3604  ;  teas  I  u:, 

I  observed,  5.  21S,  298;  I  uvs  u:,  3.  445; 

hentv.,  beware,  T.  i.  635;  be  u:,  beware, 

13.  11  ;  take  warning,  G  737  ;  be  w.  fro, 

beware  of,  L.  473  ;  beth  «'.,  beware,  T.  iii. 

1 180  ;  B  1629,  3281. 
War  hira,  let  liini  beware,  A  662 ;  ivar 

yoir,  make  way,  B  1889. 
"Warde,  s.  dat.  (?)  keeping ;  on  u:,  into 

his  keeping,   3.  248;    in  our  v:.,  C  201; 

under  my  v:.,  I  880. 
"Wardecors,  s.  body-guard,  D  359. 
"Warderere,  for  warde    rere.   look  out 

behind,  A  4101. 
"Wardrobe,  s.  privy,  B  1762. 
Ware,  adj.  aware,  3.  1030. 
"Ware,  s.  wares  (for  sale),  merchandise,  B 

140,  1246. 
"Ware,  imxt.  id.  beware,  B  4416. 
"Wareute,  ger.  to  warrant,  protect,  C  338. 
"Wariaugles,  i)l.  shrikes,  butcher-birds, 

D  1408. 
"Warien,  ger.  to  curse,  T.  ii.  1619  ;  i  pr.  s. 

B  372. 
"Warisoun,  s.  requital,  E.  1537. 
"Warisshe,   v.  cure,    I  998 ;    recover,  be 

cured,  B  2172  ;  pp.  cured,  B  2467. 
"Warisshinge,  s.  cure,  B  2205. 
"Warly,  adv.  warily,  carefully,  T.  iii.  454. 
"Warne,  v.  reject,  refuse,  i.  11;    i  x>r.  8. 

•warn,  bid  you  take  heed,  B  16,   1184; 

invite,  B  2652  ;  2  pr.  s.  siihj.  inform,  HF. 

^9i  I    PP-    forewarned,    L.    2658- ;    given 

notice,  B  1578, 
■^''arnestore,  ger.  to  fortify,   defend,  B 

2487 ;     to   garrison,    B   2521  :    2*P-    pro- 
visioned, B  1.  p  3.  85. 
"Waruestoring,  s.  fortifying,  B  2525, 
Waryce.  v.  heal,  cure,  C  906, 
Waste,  adj.pl.-wasted,  ixtrtially  destroyed, 

A  1331- 

"Wastel-breed,  .9.  cuke-bread,  bread  of  the 
very  best  ([uality,  A  147, 

Wastour,  ».  waster,  E  1535. 

Watering,  «.  watering-place  (,for  horses), 
A  826. 

^\'awe,  s.  -wave,  B  508,  I  363. 

Waxen,  i*;^  become,  T.  v.  1014,  1374,  1376. 

Wayk,  adj.  weak,  L.  2428,  2713. 

Wayken,  ger.  to  grow  weak,  lessen, 
T,  iv.  1 144. 

Waymenten,  ger.  to  lament,  I  230, 

Waymentinge,  s.  lamenting,  lamenta- 
tion, A  995,  1 92 1. 

Wayn,  s.  car,  B  4.  m  i.  34. 

Way  ten,  ger,  to  observe,   T.   i.   190;    to 


watch  for,   F   1263  :    to  watch,   F  444 ; 
V.  to  expect,  B  407  :  2»:  s.  seeks  occasion, 

A    I2J2. 

Webbe,  s.  a  weaver,  A  362. 

Wedde,  s.  dat. ;  to  tv.,  as  a  pledge,  in 
pledge,  A  i2i8,  B  1613. 

Wedde,  ger.  to  wed,  T.  v.  863. 

Wedding,  s.  wedlock,  17.  24. 

Wede,  s.  weed,  robe,  garment,  A  1006, 
B  2107,  E  863. 

Weder,  s.  weather,  D  2253,  F  5^  i  storm, 
T.  ii,  2,  iii.  6^j. 

Wedes,  pi.  weeds,  T,  i.  946. 

Weel,  adv.  well,  A  926 ;  -well  placed, 
luckily  situated,  B  308, 

Weeldinge,  s.  power,  control,  B  2800. 

Weep,  pt.  s.  o/Wepe. 

Weeply,  adj.  tearful,  sorrowful,  B  1.  p  i.  3. 

Weet.  s.  wet,  A  4107. 

Weex,  2>t-  s.  waxed,  grew,  G  515, 

Wegge,  s.  a  wedge,  A.  i.  14.  6. 

Wehee,  *•.  a  whinnying  noise,  A  4066, 

Weilawey,  alas  !  D  216, 

Wei,  adv.  well,  A  384,  B  25 ;  much,  L. 
1386;  many,  L.  11;  certainly,  L,  452; 
fully,  A  29,  49 ;  about  {u^ed  with  num- 
bers),  A  24  ;  wel  royal,  very  royal,  F  26  ; 
wel  tiy,  veiy  nearly,  B  3230 ;  icel  the  bet, 
much  better,  T.  ii.  92 ;  wel  unethe, 
scarcely  at  all,  L.  33  a ;  to  be  tvel,  to 
be  in  favour,  3.  845 ;  wel  is  him,  it  is 
well  for  him,  T.  i.  350 ;  ivell  teas  him, 
it  was  well  for  him,  B  4066  ;  ful  ivel, 
very  well,  A  122. 

Welawey,  itif.  alas !  T.  iii.  1695. 

Welde,  s..  weld,  lleseda  Liiteola,  9.  17, 

Welde,  s.  power,  control,  R.  395. 

Welden,  ger.  to  have  control  over,  to 
move  w^ith  ease,  D  1947;  to  control, 
D  271  ;  to  wield,  L.  2000:  Welte,  pt,  s. 
B  3200. 

Weldy,  adj.  wioldy,  active,  T.  ii.  6^6. 

Wele,  s.  happiness,  success,  prosperity, 
well-being,  good  fortune,  A  895,  3101, 

B   122. 

Weleful,  adj.  prosperous,  happy,  B  2507 ; 

blessed,  B  451. 
Welefulnesse,  .9.  happiness,  B  i.  p  3.  35. 
Welk,  ji><.  s.  (>/Walken. 
Welked,  2'P-   "■*  fl''i-    withered,    C   738, 

D  ^77. 
Welken,    s.    heaven,    sky,     HF.     1601 ; 

AVelltne,  10.  62. 
Welmeth,  2>r.  s.  wells,  gushes,  R.  1561. 
"Welte,  2't.  s.  wielded,  i.e.  lorded  it  over, 

possessed  for  use,  B  3200. 
Wel-willy,  adj.  benevolent,  benign,  bene« 

ficent,  T,  iii.  1257. 
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"Weru.  J.  bk'inish,  K.  9.v>;  liurfr,  F  ui. 
■Wemmelees,  ailj.  stainless,  Q  4;. 
"Weuden,  <;«>-.  to  go,  A  21,    2^14  ;    pass 

a\va,\-,  A  3025  ;  go,  pass,  B  1683  ;  Went, 

2>>'.  s.  g"es,  T.  ii.  36,  812  ;  Wente,  j'<.  ». 

weut,  A  78,  B  1739;  Wente  liim,  pt.  ». 

went,  O  1 10 ;  Wentestow,  2  jw.  *.  hast 

thou  gone,  A  3486 ;  Went,  ]i2>.  gone,  L. 

1651  ;  ben  icent,  are  gone,  B  173  ;  w  went. 

is  gono,  G  534. 
"Wendiug,  s.  departure,  T.  iv.  1344,  1436. 
"Weue,  s.  supi>osition,  iloul)t,  T.  iv.  1503 ; 

zvitlumten  tvene,  withovit  doubt,  K.  574, 

;,'-•• 

Weuen,  r.  ween,  suppose,  imagine,  con- 
sider, L.  ij ;  Ct  676;  expect,  A  4321): 
Weuestow,  weeuest  thou,  thinkest  tliou, 
I)  }n  ;  Wenoth,  pr.  s.  imagines  (witli 
inen  —  one),  A  2195;  Wende,  i  pt.  s. 
imagined,  T.  v.  693 ;  supposed,  F  585  ; 
fancied,  A  1269 ;  Wendest,  2  j>r,  s.  sttbj. 
shouldst  ween,  T.  i.  1031  ;  Wende,  2>t.  s. 
suhj.  would  have  thought,  C  782  ;  Wend, 
1>1>.  supposed,  T.  iv.  384  ;  imagined,  T.  v. 
i()Sj, 

Weuged.  aJj.  winged,  HF.  2118. 

Weuges.  ph  wings,  L.  108  «. 

Weninge,  ts.  imagination,  supposition, 
'J^  iv.  m)j. 

"Went,  pr.  s.  and  pp.  o/Wenden. 

Weute,  2>^  s.  o/Weuden. 

\Veute,  {«.  turn,  T.  ii.  63  ;  path,  passage, 
T.  iii.  787;  fixitpat^,  18.  69. 

Wepe,  V,  weep,  A  144,  230 ;  Weep,  2>t-  *• 
wept,  A  148,  B  006,  1052;  Wepte,  pt.  ». 
(iceakjlinn},  B  207  ;  Wepen,  2>p-  '^-  i-  94 '  J 
Wopen,  2>p.  F  523. 

Wepen,  *.  weapon,  L,  '-994. 

Werbul.  >•(.  tune  (warble),  T,  ii.  1033. 

Werche.  v.  work,  perform,  B  566 ; 
Wroghtestow  (for  Wroghtest  thou), 
thou  tliilst  cause,  B  3583  ;  Wroghte, 2it.  «. 
worked,  A  497;  contrived,  B  178S; 
made,  E  1 152  ;  Wroughte,  i  2>t-  *•  acted. 
A.  ii.  3.  46  ;  ditl,  R,  701  ;  ^^'^llught,  pp. 
made,  formed,  R.  559 ;  bom,  B  3619  : 
created,  G-  326  ;  composed,  L.  372. 

Werde,  2't-  *•  <-^/  Were  (wear;. 

Werdes,  s.  j>?.  fates,  destinies,  B  i. 
m  1.  14. 

"Were,  5.  weir,  5.  138 ;  T.  iii.  35. 

"Were.  *.  doubt,  3.  1295;  HF.  979:  men- 
tal struggle,  L.  2086.     LowL  Sc.  ireir. 

Were,  2  pt.  s.  wast,  T.  iv.  762 ;  it  mv/v. 
they  were,  E  850 ;  al  uere  it.  though  it 
were,  D  1172. 

Wera  (,woro),  r.  wear,  21.  7 ;  Werede, 
pt.  s.  wore^  A  ij8«,  3235 ;  Werde,  U.  875  ; 


Wered,  A  75 ;  \Vered  upon,  1  pt.  s.  wore 

upon  (me;.  1>  559. 
Were,  yei:  to  defend,  A  2550. 
Weringe,  s.  wearing,  1  1052. 
Werk,  *.  work,  A  471) ;  act,  L.  891. 
Werken,  v.  act,  A  <?27  :  j"'-  »•  acts,  L, 

Werkers.  jil.  doers,  1)  1937. 

Werkes.  pr^  id.  adie.  A  4030. 

Working.  *.  deed,  H  210;  mode  of  opera- 
tion, (!  13O7. 

Werne,  <jer.  to  refuse,  T.  iii.  140.  iv.  iii  ; 
V.  refuse.  R.  1485;  warn  otf.  R.  636; 
Werm-d,  2i2>-  forbidden,  R.  442. 

Accruing.  «.  lot,  forbidding.  R.  1142. 

Werre,  *.  war.  T.  ii.  808 ;  trouble.  T.  v. 
1303;  0/ icerre.  in  war,  T.  i.  134  ;  tu  if., 
in  onniity,  1.  1 10. 

Werre,  adi:  worse,  3.  616, 

Werreye,  yer.  to  make  war,  A  1484  :  v. 
war  against.  A  1^44;  j>r.  8.  opposes,  I 
4S7. 

Werreyour,  s.  warrior,  L.  597. 

Wers,  adj.  worse.  A  3872. 

Werste,  adj.  siii)erl.  worst,  T.  ii.  304. 

Werte,  ».  wart,  A  555. 

Wery,  adj.  (being  weaiy,  T.  iv.  707; 
worn,  R.  440,  6()4  ;  beaten  repeatedly, 
lit.  weary,  B  4^1  5.  17. 

Wesele.  *.  weasel.  A  3234. 

Wesh.  jit.  s.  o.f  Wasshe. 

Weste.  r.  turn  to  the  west.  L.  61,  197. 

Westren,  v.  to  -Jo  to  the  west.  T.  ii.  906. 

Wete.  .-(.  persjnration.  G  1187. 

Wete,  v.  wet,  HF.  1785, 

Wether,  s.  sheep,  T.  iv.  1374. 

AVeven,  v.  weave,  L.  2352  ;  Waf.  j)/.  s. 
wo^■o,  L.  2364. 

Wex,  s.  wax,  A  675.  E  1430. 

Wexen,  v.  wax.  grc)w.  Ix'come.  B  2265,  G 
877  ;  1  2"'-  *•  utibj.  may  1  become.  G  1377  ; 
Wexe,  2  j>r.  2d.  inci-ease,  grow  (in  ap- 
plauding), E  908  ;  Wcx,  i>^  8.  grew, 
became,  A  1302  ;  increased,  L,  727 : 
Woxe,  2'P-  grown,  R.  14(10  :  become.  HF. 
1404. 

Wexede.  j'/.  ^<.  coated  with  wax.  A.  ii. 
4...  28. 

Wey,  s.  way,  A  34  ;  path,  R.  1345 ;  the 
sun's  apparent  daily  putli.  A.  ii.  30.  5; 
the  sun's  apparent  annual  orbit,  A.  i. 
21,  40;  a  furlong  wey,  a,  short  time  (lit. 
short  distance).  E  516:  yo  uey.  go  thy 
wav,  T.  i.  ';74  :  do  trey,  take  iiwav,  A 
3287. 

Weyen.  v.  weigh.  B  377') :  c>glite  tceyen, 
ought  to  weigh,  L.  308, 

Weyere.  a.  the  •  weigher,"  a  trauslatiou 
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ot'  the  Lat.  equator :  1  lecanse  the  > lays  ami 
nights,  at  the  equinoxes,  are  equal ;  A. 
i.  17.  25. 

"Weyk,  adj.  weak,  7.  341. 

Weyla'way,  inferj.  alas  !  A  o^S- 

Weymentinge,  s.  lamenting,  A  902 ; 
lament,  T.  ii.  65. 

Weynes,  s.  pi.  chariots,  B  a.  ni  5.  6. 

"Weyven,  ger.  to  turn  aside.  E  I-I.83  ;  v. 
waive,  neglect,  T.  ii.  284 ;  put  aside,  D 
1176;  forsake,  G  276;  abandon,  B  2406. 

Whan,  when,  A  5,  18,  179. 

"What,  whatever,  4.  170  ;  what  sort  of  a, 
L.  1305;  what  with,  B  21,  22;  why,  T. 
ii.  262,  292  ;  what !  how  !  L.  i8<x) ;  What 
that,  whatever,  E  165  ;  Wliat  man  that, 
whoever,  B  2645 ;  What .  .  what,  partly, 
.  .  partly,  HP.  2058. 

Wheelen,  ger.  to  cause  to  revolve.  T.  i. 

I,i0. 

Whelkes,  pi.  pimples,  blotches,  A  632. 
Whelp,  s.  cub,  A  2627. 
Wheune,  adc.  whence,  E  588. 
Whennes,  adv.  whence,  B  2400. 
Wher,  adv.  where,  B  1785,  &c. ;  wherever, 

E.  1669  ;  Wher  as  <or  Wher-as),  where 

that,  where,  B  647,  131 1. 
Wher,   whether,    («    common    contracted 

form  0/ whether),  3.  91. 
Wher-as,  adv.  where  that,  where.  T.  iii. 

Whereof,  prep,  in  what  respect,  E.  703  ; 

lor  what,  E.  1552. 
Wherfore,  for  any  cause,  C  216. 
Wher-on  ;  loruj  wher-on,  because  of  what, 

Cr  930. 
Wher-so,  whether,  B  294  ;  wherever,  L. 

4.^9- 
Wher-through,  adv.  by  means  of  which, 

^.  120. 
Wherto,  adv.  for  wherefore,  T.  i.  409, 
Whete,.'*.  wheat,  C  375. 
W^hether,  adj.  which  (of  two),  A  1856. 
Whette,  2^P-  pl-  sharpened,  T.  v.  1760. 
Which,  pron.   which,  A  161  ;  whom,  A 

568  ;  wliat  kind  of,  L.  1883  ;  Which  a, 

what  kind  of  a,  what  a,  L.  668,  869,  &c. 
Whider,  whither,  T,  v.  428,  4S6, 
Whilk,  which  (Northei-n),  A  4078. 
Whilom,  adv.  once,  I)  2017. 
Whippeltree  {better  Wippeltree),  cornel- 

treo,  A  2923. 
Whirle,  ger.  to  rush,  go  switlly,  T.  v, 

1019;  V.  be  whirled  round,  5,  80. 
Who,  interrog.  who,  T,  v.  371 ;   D   692  ; 

indef,  who  (it  might  be),   3.  244 ;   one 

who,  3.  ,S59 ;  whoever,  who,  T.  v.   11 15; 

Who  was  who,  which  was  which,  A  4300. 


Whyle,  .?r  time,  A  3299  ;  worth  the  tcli., 

w..rth  wliile,  T.  v.  882. 
Whyl-er,  adv.  formerly,  G  1328, 
Whyles,  gen.  s.  as  adv. ;  the  whyles,  whilst, 

3.  151. 
Whylom,  adv.  once,  formerlj-,  once  on  a 

time,  B.  10.  362. 
Whyne,  v.  whine,  whinny,  D  386. 
Whyt,  adj.  wliite,  A  238;  as  sh.,  white 

wine,  G  526, 562  ;  pl.  innocent,  guileless,  T. 

iii.    1567 ;    specious,    flattering,    T.   iii. 

901. 
"Whyte,  s.  white  (i.  e.  silver),  T.  iii.  1384. 
Wid'we,  .9.  widow,  A  253. 
Widwehode,     s.     widowhood,     I     916 ; 

Witlwelied,  L.  295  «, 
Wierdes,  ^j?,  fates,  T.  iii.  617  ;  Wirdes, 

L.  2580.     A.S.  icyrd. 
Wight,  s.  a  person,  creature,  man,  living 

being,  A  71,  280;  whit,  short  while,  A 

4283  ;     Wightes,    p?,    creatures,    men, 

beings,  A  ^4jq. 
Wight,  adj.  active,  B  3457  ;  fleet,  A  4086. 
Wighte,  s.  weight,  HF.  730;  A  2145,  2520. 
Wike,  s.  week,  C  362.     See'Wyke. 
Wiket,  s.  wicket-gate,  small  gate,  E  2045, 

2118. 
Wikke,  adj.  evil,  wicked,  bad,  A   1087, 

1580;   false,  B  2247;   depraved,   10.  55; 

much  alloyed,  HF.  1346. 
W"ikked,  adj.  bad,  wicked,  L.  2395 ;  pl. 

wicked,  I  112.     In  B  3576,  wikked  nest  is 

put  for  F.  7iiau  ni,  i,e.  Sir  Oliver  Mauny; 

see  the  note  in  the  larger  edition. 
Wikkednesse,  s.  evil,  17.  7. 
Wil,  s.  will,  6.  83.     See  Wille. 
Wil,  I  pr.  s.  desire,  wish,  7.  244  ;  j)?'.  s. 

desires,  B  1843. 
Wilde,  adj.  wild  ;  Wilde  fyr,  wild   fire, 

lire  not  easily  put  out,  Greek  fire,  D 

373  ;  flaming  spirits,  I  445  ;  a  disease, 

erysipelas,  A  4172,  E  2252  ;  Wilde,  jv^  A 

2018. 
Wildnesse,  .9.  wilderness,  9.  34. 
Wilen,  i)>-.  2)?.  will,  R.  1683. 
Wilful,  adj.  voluntary,  B  3.  p  11.  167. 
Wilful,  as  adv.  wilfully,  willingly,  5.  429. 
Wilfulhed,  .«.  wilfnlnoss,  L.  355  a. 
W^ilfuUy,  adv.  willingly,  voluntarily,  of 

irfc  will,  by  choice,  B  4486,  C  441. 
Wilfulnesse,  s.  wish,  B  2572. 
Wille,  s.  own  accord,  will,  i.  45,  57  ;  plea- 
sure, desire,  E  326,  F  i,  8;  Willes,  gen. 

V  568  ;  as  by  his  «-.,  willingly,  17.  12. 
Wille,  V.  will,  desire,  E  721. 
Willing,  s.  desire,  E  319. 
Willingly,  adv.  of  free  will,  E  362. 
Wilnen,  v.  desire,  A  2114  ;  Wilnest,  2  pr. 
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8.  desirest,  A  i6ck)  ;  Wilned,   i  J»^  «.  .^. 

i.»6j,  i2()7.     A.S.  wilnian. 
"Wilniuge,  .«.  williug',  wishing,  B  j.  i<  ii. 

8S  ;  i</.  ilcsirfS,  B.  3.  p  ii.  175. 
"Wilow,  ».  willow-troo,  A  2<>J2. 
Wiltow.  -'  pr.  s.  wilt  thou,  A  1 1^6  ;  wishcst 

thou,  }i  2116  ;   wilt  thou  (goi,  ])  i».S-. 
Wimpel,  «.  %vimi)le,  a  covering  for  tho 

hond,  gathered  round  it,  and  pleated 

under  tlio  chin,  A  151. 
Wimpleth,   jn:  s.   conceals   (as   with    a 

winiide),  B  2.  p  i.  ()6. 
Windas,  s.  windlass,  F  184. 
'Winde,  ger.  to  turn,  T.  iii.  154 1  ;  to  re- 

\-olve,  T.  ii,  601  ;  to  roam  alx)ut,  L.  8uS; 

^Vinde,  r.  wind,  entwine,   T.  iii.   1232  ; 

intertwine,  5.  671  ;  jily,  lH.-nd,  T.  i.  257  ; 

hind  with  cloths,  E  583  ;  twist  and  turn. 

G  (>8o ;  Winde,  2  pr.  s.  suhj.  maj'st  go. 

T.  iii.  1440  ;  Wond,  J>^  s.,  wound,   went 

about,  L.  2253. 
'VjMudiuge,  a.  twisting,  I  417. 
Wind-melle,  s.  wind-mill,  HF.  1280. 
Wiudre,    ger,    to    trim,    R.     n)Jo:     pp. 

trimmed,  K.  1018.     Cf.  O.  F.  ffuifinier. 
Windy,  adj.  unstable  as  wind,  B  2.  \>  8. 

j8. 

Winged,  provided  with  wings,  A  1385. 

Winke.  v.  wink,  B  4406;  nod,  F  348: 
remain  iiwake,  T.  iii.  1537  ;  AVinke,  i  pr. 
s.  :uu  asleep,  5.  7. 

Winne,  tjer.  to  win.  gain,  A  427 ;  to  con- 
quer, F  214  ;  to  get  gain,  C  4(n  ;  w.  fro. 
to  get  awaj-  from,  T.  v.  1125;  Wan,  i 
p(.  s.  got,  D  1477  ;  won,  gained,  A  442, 
<)S()  ;  2<t-  *•  vsed  as  pt.  id.  F  1401  ;  Won- 
iieii,  piK  won,  A  877,  3381. 

"W'inning,  «.  gain,  profit,  A  275,  1)  416. 

Winsinge,  pres.  pt.  wincing,  starting 
Mside,  i.e.  skittish.  A  .^263. 

Winter.  j>/.  j-cars.  T.  i.  811. 

Wirche.  v.  work.  A 3430;  provide,  E  looi  : 
give  relief,  A  2750;  in  pn.siiivi'  sen.ie.  to 
be  made.  HF.  474  ;  ger.  to  perform.  A 
,^w8  ;  AA'irk,  imp.  s.  ilo.  E  1485. 

Wirdes,  pi.  Fates,  L.  2580;  Wierdes,  T. 
iii.  617. 

Wirk,  imp.  s.  work,  do.  E  1485. 

Wirkiuge.  s.  cfticiency.  B  3.  p  11.  26; 
actions,  D  OyS  ;  calculation,  F  i28<.). 

Wis,  adv.  certainly,  verily,  surely.  T.  ii. 
381,  474,  563  ;  A  27S6,  D  (>2i  :  ii*  tci.i.  us 
sure  (as),  T.  iv.  1655;  assiu'edly,  F  1470. 
See  Ywis. 

Wisly,  adv.  certainly,  truly,  verily,  A 
1S63,  3994-  4'f'-- 

Wisse,  V.  instruct,  T.  i.  622;  inform.  !• 
1415;  show,  tell,  D  1008;  2  j»:  a.  mibj. 


I       teach.  5.  74  ;  inqt.  8.  direct,  gnidc,  i.  153. 
A.  S.  trisgiatt. 
Wi.sah.  I  2>t.  ».  wa.shed,  R.  96,  125. 
W^isshe,  V.  wi;4i,  T.  ii.  4116. 
Wist,  -e  ;  see  W^iten. 

I  Wit.  s.  reason,  K.  1535;  understanding.  B 

I  27.>;  ;  jiidgement,  A  270  ;  min<l,  K.  i()<^4  ; 
knowledge,  mental  jiower,  R.  401  ;  wis- 
dom, T.  iv.  1508  ;  proof  of  intelligence, 
E  45() ;  Wittes,  jil.  senses,  B  202  ;  wits, 
F  7<i6  ;  opinions,  F  203. 

I  Witen,  ger.  to  know,  to  wit,  T.  v.  1324  ; 

I  Wite,  ger.  to  know,  3.  4()3  ;  to  discover, 
I)  1450 ;  do  you  vUe,  make  you  know, 
inform  jon,  T.  ii.  1635  ;  Wfwjt,  i  pr.  s. 
wot,  know,  A  389  ;  pr.  s.  knows,  2.  30 ; 
M'ot.  I  i>r.  g.  L.  4 ;  pr.  s.  knows,  B  195 ; 
Woost,  2pr.s.  knowest,  T.  i.  633  ;  Wost, 
2  jyr.  s.  L.  542  ;  Wostow,  thou  knowest, 
A  2304  :  Witen,  i  pr.  pi.  wit,  know,  A 
1260;  Witen,  2pr.]>l.\)  i8<)o;  know  ye, 

■        H  I,  82  ;  Woot  {irrongly  u.ned  /or  Wite), 


2  2>r.  }>l.  know,  A  740 ;  Wiste,    i  pi.  ». 

wist,    knew,    E   S14 ;    Wistest,   2  pt.  s. 

knewest,   A    ii,=;6;   Wistestow,    knewest 

tlioii,   T.  iii.   1644;  \\'iste.  pt.  a.   knew, 

R.    1344 ;     Wist,    )>p.    known,    B    1072 ; 

Witeth,  imp.  pi.  know,  T.  i.  087.      A.S. 

I'll, in  ;  pr.  t.  tctU,  iciiat,  tcut,  pi.  tciton; 

pt.  t.  iriste. 
With,  with,  A  5,  10,  &c.  :  to  liele  with  your 

fiiirtes,  to  heal  your  wounds  with,  F471, 
With-drow,  i  2>t-  »•  snbtracted,  A.  iL  45. 

12. 
Withholden.f7''r.  to  retain,  1 1041 ;  With- 

holde,  ]ip.  retained,  B   2202  ;  detained, 

G  ?4>;  shut  up,  kept  in  confinement, 

A  511'. 
Withinne-forth.  adv.  within,  B  5.  p  5. 

'+■ 
With-oute-forth,  adv.  outwardly,  I  172. 
Withouten,  2>''<:p-  besides,  as  well  as,  A 

4'M  :  exct'ptiug.  T.  ii.  23(1. 
Withseye,  v.  contradict,  gainsa.v,  A  805; 

refuse.  L.  3'.>7  ;  renounce,  O  457. 
Withstonde.    r.    withstand,    o]ii>ose.    B 

3110;    Withstonde,  2>P-  withstood,  T.  i. 

-5.'- 
Witing,    s.    knowledge,    cognizance,    A 

I'm. 
Witingly.  adv.  knowingl.v,  I  401. 
WitnesfuUy.  ndr.  iiuMicly,  B  4.  p  5.  11, 
Witterly,  adv.  plainly-,  trul.v,  L,  2f«>6. 
Wivere,  S.  wyvem,  snake,  T.  ui.   loio. 

O.  F.  u-ivre.  lit.  viper. 
Wlatsom,  adj.  disgusting,  B  3814  ;  hein- 
ous. B  4243. 
Wo,  a.  woe,  R.  319  ;  »««  m  ico,  I  am  sorrj-, 
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L.  ii>S5;  »ro  n-fij-e  us,  wi^o  wimld  be  to 
ns,  E  150. 
"Wo,  atlj.  unhappy,  E.  ^J2•.  sail,  gi-ieved, 

A  ,<5'.  "  '  . 

"Wode,  adj. ;  see  "Wood. 
"Wode-binde,  .<.  woodbine,  lioneysnekle, 

A  i5<i8. 
"Wodedowve,  <!.  ■\vood-pio^on,  B  10(10. 
"Wodewale,   ,«.    the    green    woodpecker, 

Gerinux  riridis,  R.  914. 
"Wodnesse,  ■«.  madness,  T.  iii.  704. 

"Wol,  I  pr.  s.  (T)  -will,  A  42  ;  desire,  E  646  ; 
Wole,  1  pr.  s.  am  ready  to,  T.  i.  580 ; 
Wolt,  2  pr.  s.  wilt,  E  514:  Woltow,  wilt 
thon,  A  1544;  dost  thon  wish,  D  840; 
Wol,  pr.  s.  will,  B  (io :  wills,  desires, 
HF.  662  ;  wishes  for,  T.  ii.  ^96 ;  wishes 
(to  go),  will  go,  L.  iiQi  ;  xiermits,  H  iS  ; 
Wole,  will  go,  D  .^53  ;  ^rol  udoini.  is  abonfc 
to  set,  I  72  ;  Wol  ye  so,  if  yon  so  wish  it, 
E  2264  ;  Wil  yo,  wish  ye,  F  378 ;  Woln, 
pr.pl.  will,  wish  (to  have''.  A  ji-m  ;  Wol- 
len,  pr.  pi.  will,  B  2561  ;  Wolde,  i  pt.  s. 
desired,  6.  48;  shonld  like,  B  1637; 
Woldestow,  if  thon  wonldst,  L.  760 ; 
wonldst  thou,  B  4530 ;  Wolde,  pt.  s. 
would,  A  144;  would  like  to.  B  1182; 
wished,  L.  952  ;  required,  F  577  ;  would 
go,  would  turn,  F  406 ;  ^^^slled  to,  4. 
124;  T.  ii.  514  ;  Wolde  .  ,  .  unto,  wo\\ld 
go  to,  B  3786 ;  god  n-oldi',  oh !  that  Ood 
would  grant,  3.  665 ;  volde  ijod,  oh  !  that 
God  would  bo  pleased,  D  1 103  ;  Woldo 
whoso  nolde,  i.e.  whoever  would  or 
would  not,  T.  i.  77 ;  WoW.  pp.  desired, 
18.  tr  ;  willed,  B  2190,  2015. 

Wolde,  s.  dat.  possession,  R.  451. 

"Welle,  .1.  MDol,  L.  \-qt. 

Woln.  Woltow  ;  sec  Wol. 

Wombe,  s.  belly,  A  4200  :  womb,  E  2414  ; 
the  dejiression  in  the  front  of  an  astro- 
labe, A.  i.  3.  3. 

Wombe-side,  the  frout  of  the  astro- 
labe, A.  i.  6.  10. 

Wommanhede,  .'.'womanhood,  B  851. 

A^ond  ;  pt.  s.  o/Winde. 

Wonde,  v.  desist,  L.  1187. 

Wonder,  ndj.  wonderful,  wondrous, 
strange,  T.  i.  410. 

Wonder,  tidi\  wondrously,  E.  242. 

Wonderly,  adr.  wonilrously,  A  84. 

Wonder-most,  udJ.  giqi.  mo.st  wonderful, 
HF.  2059. 

Wonders,  ndr.  wondrotisly,  E.  27. 

Wone  iwun.ii,  s.  custom,  usage,  wont, 
T.  ii.  3I8  ;  HF.  76. 

Wone,  V.  dwell,  inhabit,  Tl  u:! :  Wonetli, 
2yr.  8.  dwells,  lives,  D  1573  ;  Wouedcn, 


pt.  pi.  dwelt,  A  2937 ;  Woned,  pp.  dwelt, 

T.  i.  276;  wont,  accustomed,  T.  ii.  41x1, 

V.  277 
Wones  I  w<)l)nez^,  ^)?.  jdaces  of  retreat, 

he>ir'\  range  of  btiildings,  D  2105,     See 

Woon, 
Wonger,  s.  pillow,  B  :\o2. 
Woning,  ,9.  habitation,  lumse,  A  606, 
Wonne,  -n  ;  see  Winne, 
Wood.  iw66d\  s.  woail,  o.  17. 
Wood,  (woM'),  adj.  mad,  A  184,  582,  C\i,Ci; 
I       mad  with  anger,  D  313  ;  ,for  wood,  as 
i        being  mad,  madly,  furiously,  L.  2420 ; 

for  pure  wood,  for  very  rage,   R.    276 ; 

ti'n  so  u'ood,  ten  times  as  fierce,  L,  730  ; 

Wode,  di'f.  adj.  mad,  T.  ii.  1355. 
Woodeth,  pr.  .«.  rages,  G  467. 
Woodly,  adr.  madly,  A  1301. 
Woodnesse,  s,   madness,   rage,  A  201 1, 

Woon  (wo6n\  .<>.  resource,  T,  iv.  nSi  ; 
plenty,  abundance,  L.  1652 ;  nuuWer, 
L.  2161  ;  retreat,  secure  jdace.  HF.  iioo  ; 
ofsoi'ice  woon.  abun<lancc  of  sorrow.  3. 
475 ;  Wones,  pi.  places  of  retreat,  i*ango 
of  buildings,  T>  2105. 

Woost,  Woot ;  see  Wite. 

W^open,  ]>p.  0/ Wepe. 

Worcher,  ,«.  M-orker,  maker,  4.  261. 

Worcheth,  pr.  s.  works,  3.  815. 

Word,"  .«.  word,  A  304  ;  good  word,  ap- 
proval, T,  V.  1081  ;  w.  by  w.,  word  by 
M'ord,  D  2244  ;  at  ,<>horte  worde.9,  briefly, 
in  a  word,  L.  2462  ;  haddc  the  wordes, 
was  spokesman,  I  6j. 

Word  and  ends  (for  Ord  and  ende\ 
beginning  and  end,  T,  ii.  1495,  iii.  702, 
V.  1000  ;  B  391 1. 

Worrta-foul,  s.  birds  which  oat  worms, 

5,  5*>5* 

Wort,  .9.  unfennented  beer,  wort,  G  813. 

Wortes,  id.  lierlis,  B  4411,  E  226. 

Worthen,  r.  be,  dwell,  T,  v.  329 ;  to 
become,  4.  248  ;  Worth,  ;))•,  .«,  is,  (or,  as 
flit.)  shall  be  ;  ihence)  Wo  wort.h,  it  is 
woe  to,  it  shall  bo  woo  to,  it  is  ill  for, 
it  shall  bo  ill  for,  T,  ii.  344  ;  Wei  worth 
of  dremes  ay  thise  olde  wj-^-es,  it  is 
well  for  these  old  wives  as  regards 
dreams,  i.  e.  dreams  are  all  very  well 
for  old  wonien,  T,  v.  370  ;  Wei  worth 
[not  worthe]  of  this  thing  gi-eto  elerkes, 
it  is  well  for  great  writers  as  regards 
this  thing,  i,  0.  this  thing  is  all  vei-y 
well  for  great  writers,  HF.  53;  Wortli 
upon,  gets  upon,  B  1941  ;  W'lrrh  up. 
get  up  "U.  mount,  T.  ii.  ion. 

West,  Wostow,  Wot ;  see  Wite. 
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"Wouke,  ».  -week,  T.  iv.  1278,  v.  4oj. 
"Wounde,  «.  wonnd,  i.  7<) ;  plHgrtio  'Lat. 

JillKJIl^,    I   593;     W'iiUkIi'K   of  Kj»ipto,  jj/. 

•"plagties    of    Eej'pt    i^unlucky   days    so 

called),  3.  1J07. 
"Wo^we,  (jer.  to  woo,  T.  v.  i(X)i. 
'Wo'wiug,  «.  wooing,  L.  1553. 
"Woxen,  pp.  of  Wexe. 
"Wrak,  a.  wreck,  B  513. 
Wrak,  pt.  s.  avenged,  T.  v.  i^i^H. 
Wrang,  adv.  wrongly,  amiss  (Northem), 

A  4-'5->- 
"Wrastlen,  r.  wrestle,  B  345'>. 
"Wrathen,  ger.  to  render  angry,  T.   iii. 

"Wraw,  rulj.  angry,  H  46 ;  Wrawe,  peevish, 

fretful,  I  '77. 
"Wra-wnesse,  s.  peevishness,  frotfnlness, 

I  0«<). 

Wrecche,  s.  sorrowful  creatnre,  A  9U  ; 
wrctcliod  iniin,  T.  i.  7i>>t. 

"Wrecche,  adj.  wretched,  F  iojo. 

"Wrecchednesse.  1.  misery,  B  3540:  nuan 
act,  F  i5.'3  ;  folly,  I  34  ;  miserable  per- 
formance, F  1271  ;  miserable  fare,  H 
171. 

Wreche,  s.  vengeance,  T.  v.  890,  89^1. 

"Wreek,  imper.  k.  o/Wreke. 

"Wreen,  v.  cover,  clothe,  K.  56  :  Wreigli, 
/}/.  R.  covered,  liid,  T.  iii.  i<)5<>. 

"Wreke,  ("wrekai,  i\  wreak,  avenge,  C  857  ; 
jrr.  g.  Kuhj.  avenge,  L.  2340  ;  2  pr.  pi.  F 
454;  Wrak,  Jit.  s.  T.  v.  1468;  Wreken, 
l>p.  revenged,  F  784  ;  Wroken,  pp.  T.  i. 
S8. 

Wreker,  ,y.  avenger,  5.  301. 

"Wrenches,  *.  pi.  frauds,  stratagems, 
tricks,  d  i()8i. 

"Wreste,  r.  constrain,  force.  T.  iv.  14J7. 

"Wreye,  v.  bewray,  reveal,  A  3503. 

"Wrighte,  s.  workman,  A  <>i4. 

"Wringe,  v.  squeeze,  force  a  way.  HF. 
jiio;  wring,  HF.  390;  Wrong,  pt.  h. 
wrung,  pinched,  D  41M. 

Writ,  8.  scrii)ture,  .\  yvi. 

"Writ,  -e,  -en  ;  .s.  <•  "Wryte. 

"Wroght,  -e  ;  s«i;  "Werche. 

"Wroken,  pp.  "/  Wreke. 

"Wrong,   «.  ;    h"d    nrong,  was  wrong,   3. 

l.'.Sj. 

"Wrong,  adc.  astray,  .\  iHf;. 

"Wrooth  (wrixith  ,  adj.  wroth,  angry,  3. 

513,  511). 

"Wrot,  pt.  s.  wrote,  T.  i.  (i,-?. 

"Wroteth,  jyr.  »,  tears  with  tlie  snont, 
buries  the  snout,  jKikes  about.  I  157. 

"Wrye,  S''''-  ^"  hide,  T.  iii,  i.";';');  to  dis- 
guise, T.  1.  339 ;  V.  cover,  E  H87. 


I  Wrye,   r.   reveal,    iliscover,    flood  -with 

light,  4,  91.     Variant  of  "Wreye,  q.  v. 

[It  might  be  >>etter  to  read  trr^/*",  an^l 

di'i/e  in  1.  cjfi.] 
Wryen,  v.  turn  aside,  3.  637  ;  ger.  to  torn, 

go.  T.  ii.  906  ;  pt.  s.  bent,  A  3183. 
"Wryte,    v.   write,   A   96 ;    Writ,    pr.   9. 

writeth,  writes,  T.  i.  304  ;  Wroot,  pt.  k. 

B  725  ;  WrOt,  T.  i.  655  ;  Writen,  pt.  pi. 

wrf>te,   HF.    1504 ;    Write,    i  pt.  ».  niihj. 

were   to  write,    B   3843 ;    Writen,   jij>. 

written,  2.  43. 
"Wrythe,  ger.  to  turn  aside.  T,  iv.  o ;  to 

wriggle  out,  T.  iv.  c)86  ;  Wr^-theth.  }>i: 

.1,  writhes  out,  throws  forth  wreaths  of 

smoke    fLat.    ton/titt  \^   B    i.    m   4.    10; 

Wryth,  j»'.  «.  writhes,  wreathes,  T.  iii. 

1331. 
"Wyd,  fidj.  wide,  A  401. 
"Wyde,  adv.  widely,  far,  T.  i.  639. 
"Wyde-where,  far  and  wide,  everywhere, 

B  13(1. 
"Wyf.  X.  woman,  C  71  ;  wife.  3.  io8j ;  mis- 
tress of  a  household,  <>  1015 ;  to  ir..  for 

wife,  A  i860 ;  Wyves,  pi.  women,  wives, 

L.  4«4- 
"Wyfhood,  K.  womanhood^  B  7(1. 
"Wyflees,  adj.  wifeless.  K  123'). 
Wyfly.  nilr.  womanly,  wife-like,  L.  1737, 
"Wyke,  M.  week,  T.  "•  4V>.  137V 
"WTyle,  ».  wile,  plot,  T.  iii.  1077  ;  snbtlety, 

5.  215. 
"Wyn,  8.  -wine,  A  334  ;    tryn  ojtf,  H  44, 

wine  which  made  a  man  Indiave  like  nn 

ape  {.so  also  lion-win",  pig-fine,   nhffp- 

vinp). 
"Wynt,  pr. ».  turns,  directs,  L.  85  ;  "Wond, 

}>t.  II.  wound,  L.  2253. 
"Wyr,  8.  bit,  L.  1205. 
"Wys,  adj.  wi.se,  prudent.  \  M  :  to  tnakt'. 

it  iryu,  to  make  it  a  subject  for  delibera- 
tion, to  hesitate,  A  785. 
"Wyae.  «.  w-ay,  manner,  L.  20. 
Wyser.  adj.  wiser,  one  wiser  than  yon, 

L.  2<)34. 
Wyte,  8.  blame,  reproach,  G  953  ;  yotr  to 

wgtfi,   for  a  blame  to  you,   i.  e.  laid  to 

your  charge,  R.  1541. 
"Wyte.  ger.   to   blame,   T.  i.  825  ("nnder- 

staiid    is    l)eforo     nought  ;     W>-ten,     r. 

accuse,  I  i<ii6. 


"Y"-,  a  prefix  use<l  especially  with  the  pp., 
like  the  A.  .S.  ge-  and  O.  gc-.  See  bel<.w. 
It  also  occurs  in  the  infinitive,  as  in 
y-_findf,    y-hTf,    y-kiujir-',    y-*"',    y-thf'-:. 
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It  also  occurs  in  tho  ailjective  y-sene. 

For  further  intorniation,  see  under  tlie 

forms  of  the  infmitivo  mood  ;  e.  g.  for 

the  iufin.  of  y-lxiki'.  see  Bake. 
Yaf ;  pt.  s.  of  Ycve,  to  give. 
Yald,  p(.  s.  p/Yehlen,  to  yield. 
Yare,  aJJ.  ready.  L.  jjjo. 
Yate,  s.  gate,  T.  ii.  6iy. 
Yave ;  see  Yeve. 
Y-bake,  JU).  baked,  L.  ;o;;. 
Y-banisht,  pp.  banished,  L.  i86^ 
Y-barred,  2>P-  barred,  E.  480. 
Y-bathed,  jjp.  bathed,  T.  iv.  815. 
Y-bedded,  j>p.  i)ut  to  bed,  T.  v.  34G. 
Y-been,  pj).  been.  B  44S;. 
Y-benched,  2>P-  furnished  -with  benches, 

L.  98  «. 
Y-beten,  pjh   beaten,  T.  i.  741 :    beaten, 

forged,  A  2162  ;  formed  in  beaten  gold, 

A  979  ;  stnick,  coined,  L.  11 22. 
Y-blent,  pp.  l)linded,  E.    1610  ;  A  3808 ; 

deceived,  3.  647. 
Y-blessed,  pp.  blessed,  B  4638. 
Y-bleynt,  2'1'-   blenched,   turned  aside, 

A.  3753- 
Y-blowe.  ]yp.  blown,  T.  i,  384. 
Y-boren,  2>p.  born,  C  704,  E  626  ;  Y-bore, 

born,  E  158;  borne,  carried,  T.  v.  1650; 

moved,  F  326. 
Y-bougM,  2^2^-  bought,  T.  i.  810. 
Y-bounden,  xu^-  bound,  5.  268.  ' 

Y-bowed,  i)j>.  diverted,  B  4.  p  6.  179. 
Y-brend,   2'P-   burnt,    G-  318;    Y-brent, 

HF,  940. 
Y-broght,  ])2).  brought,  L.  938. 
Y-brouded,  2U>-  embroidered,   L.    159  a. 

Cf.  A.  S.  brotjilci),  pp.  oi  bregdan. 
Y-caught,  2>P-  fixed,  3.  838. 
Y'-cliaped,  2>P-  furnished  with  chapes  or 

metal  caps  1  which  were  placed  at  the 

end  of  the  sheath),  A  366. 
Y-cheyned,  j>j;.  chained,  17.  14. 
Y-clad,  pp.  clad,  clothed,  E.  890. 
Y-cla^wed,  ^;;>.  clawed,  torn,  D  1731. 
Y-cleuched,  2>P-    clinched,    riveted,    A 

logi. 
Y-cleped,  i>p.  called,  A  410,  867,  G  120, 

H  2  ;  invoked,   T.  iv,  504  ;    summoned, 

B24^5;  named,  A  3313;  Y-clept,  called, 

A  376. 
Y-comsn,  pp.   come,   HF.    1074 ;    ycome 

(ihiititr,  come  al)out,  passed,  B  3364. 
Y-c6rouned,  p7>.  crowned,  L.  219. 
Y'-corumped,  2'P-  corrupted,  B  5.  p  2.  28. 
Y-corven,  2>P-  ^^'^^,  Cr  533 ;    Y'-corve,  A 

-•i>i3.     See  Kerve. 
Y'-coupled,  2'P-  coupled,  wedded,  E  1219. 
Y-coyned,  2>2>-  coined,  C  770. 


Y-crased,  2>2^-  cracked,  broken,  3.  324. 
Y-cristned,  j*p-  baptized,  B  240. 
Y-crowe,  2>P-  crowed,  A  3357. 
Y-dampned,  2'P-  condemned,  L,  2030.  • 
Y-darted,  2U'-  pierced  with  a  dart,  T.  iv. 

240. 
Ydel,  adj.  idle,  empty,  vam,  B  2778;  in 

j/di'1.  in  vain,  F>  2404,  F  867. 
Y-dight,  pj).  decked,  A  3205. 
Ydolastre,  s.  idolater,  B  3377. 
Ydole,  s.  idol.  3.  626. 
Y-doon,    p2>.    done,    B    4610 ;    over,    E 

18.4. 

Y-drad,  pp.  dreaded,  T.  iii.  1775. 

Y-drawe,  2'P-  drawm,  A  396,  944. 

Y-dressed,  2W-  dressed,  arranged,  set, 
E  381. 

Y-dronke,  pp.  drunk,  B  2601. 

Y-dropped,  2>P-  bedropped,  covered  with 
drops,  A  2884. 

Ye.  s.  eye.  E.  296 ;  at  ije.  at  eye,  to  sight, 
evidently,  G  964,  1059  ;  Saugh  with  ye, 
perceived.  A  3415;  Y'^en,  pi.  eyae,  eyes, 
B  3260,  33()2. 

Ye,  adv.  yea.  verily,  T.  i.  534. 

Yeddinges,  p?.  songs,  A  237. 

Yede,  pf.  s.  walked,  went,  G-  1141,  1281. 
A.  S.  eod-e. 

Yeer,  s.  year,  A  347;  Yere  {inphr.  many 
a  yere),  B  132  ;  Yeres  ende,  year's  end, 
D  916 ;  Yeer  by  yere,  year  after  year, 
B  1688  ;  Fro  yeer  to  yere,  5.  321  ;  Y'eer, 
(archaic)  2'1-  A  82,-  Y'eres,  (new)  pi.  B 
463. 

Yef,  im2'.  s.  give,  T.  v.  308. 

Yeftes.  2'l-  gifts,  T.  iv.  392. 

Yelden,  ger.  to  yield  up,  1)  912  ;  to  yield 
to,  pay,  1>  i8ti  ;  Y'elt,  p?:  s.  yields,  T.  i. 
385  ;  Yelde,  pr.  s.  stibj.  requite,  D  1772, 
2177  ;  Y'ald,  pf.  s.  afforded,  B  4.  m  7.  25  ; 
Yeld,  imp.  s.  restore,  C  189  ;  Y' olden, 
2)2).  yielded,  T.  i.  801 ;  submissive,  T. 
iii.  96 ;    Y'eldinge,  2^'''^^-  P^-    giving,   B 

2004- 

Yeldhalle,  s.  guild-hall,  A  370. 
Yeldiug,   s.  prodiice,    lit.    'yielding,'   A 

Y elleden.  2>t2>l-  .veiled,  B  4579. 

Yelpe.  (ii'v.  to  boast,  A  2238  ;  p/\  2'1-  prate, 

T.  iii.  307. 
Yelwe,  (idj.  yellow,  E.  310. 
Yemau,  ,s.  yeoman,  A  loi. 
Yenianly,  adv.  in  a  yeomanlike  manner, 

Yen  r^  Yen, pi.  eyes;  see  Ye. 
Y-ended,  j>p.  ended,  E.  1315. 
Yerd,  s.  yard,  garden,  E.  492. 
Yerde,  s.  rod,  stick,  T.  i'.  257,  740  ;  switch, 
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A  149;   rod,  'caduceus,'  A   1387;    yanl 
(ill  length),  A  1050  ;  correction,  E  -•-•. 
Yerue,  adj.  eager,  brisk,  lively,  A  ^57. 
Yerne,  adv.  eagerly,  soon,  J)  993  ;  brisklj-, 
i|uickly,  glibly,  5.  3  ;  C  398;  as  ij.,  very 
.soon,  HF.  910. 
Yerne,  get:  to  yearn  for,  to  be  longed 

lor,  T.  iv.  198  ;  v.  desire,  T.  iii.  15J. 
Yeten  (ye^tanj,  v.  pour,  shed,  B  i,  m  -.  i. 

A.S.  geotan. 
Yeve,    V.  give,  A   23J  ;    Yevest,   2  pi:  s. 
givest,  F   1033  ;    Yeveth,  pr.  s.   E   93  ; 
Yeve,  p>:  s.  m'.bj.  may  (he)  give,  E  30 ; 
Yaf,  I  Jit-  «•  gave,  E  861  ;  Yaven,  pt.  pi. 
G  415  ;  Y''even,  pt.pl.  stibj.  would  give, 
HF.   1708;    Yeven,  pp.  given,  A  1086: 
ilcvoted,  7.  Ill, 
Yeveres,  jtl.  givers,  I  791. 
Yeving,  s.  giving,  18.  jy ;  what  one  gives, 

4.  J30. 
Yexeth,  JJ*'.  s.  hiccoughs,  A  4151. 
Y-fallen,  pp.  fallen,  B  3106  ;  happened. 

fr  1043  j  having  befallen,  C  496. 
Y-fare,  pp.  gone,  T.  iii.  577. 
Y-felawshiped,  jjp.  made  companions, 

15  2.  p  6.  91. 
Y-fere,  together,  B  394,  E  1113,  G  38<j.    Cf. 

Infere. 
Y-fet,2jp.  fetched,  F  174,  G  11 16. 
Y-fetered,  i>p.  fettered,  A  1229. 
Y-fethered,  j>i).  feathered,  E.  951. 
Y-feyned,    pj).    feigned,     invented,     L. 

327  a  ;  evaded,  E  529. 
Y-ficched.  2>P-  fixed,  B  4.  p  6.  125. 
Y-finde,  c  find,  F  470  ;  Y-founde,  j'P-  ^'■ 

i(>()8. 
Y-flit,  pp.  moved,  whirled  along,  B  i.  m 

-•.  14. 
Y-folowed,  pp.  followed,  3.  390. 
Y-forged,  pp.  made,  A  3250. 
Y-formed,  pp.  created,  HF.  490. 
Y-fostred,  pp.  fostered,  sustained,  E  213  ; 

brought  up,  A  3946. 
Y-foundo.  pp.  found,  A  121 1,  3514. 
Y-founded.  pp.  set  on  a  foundation,  5, 

231  ;  based.  3.  922. 
Y-freten,  pp.  eaten,  devoured,  L.  1951. 
Y-frounced,  adj.  wriukleil,  K.  155. 
Y-fyned,  adj.  refined,  delicately  formed, 

R.  i<'x)6. 
Y-fyred,  pp.  fired,  L.  1013. 
Y-gerdoned,   pp.   rewarded,    B   5.   p   3. 

182. 
Y-geten,  pp.  gotten,  procured,  A  35O4. 
Y-glased,  pp.  glazed,  3.  323. 
Y-glewed,  pji.  fixed  tight,  F  182, 
Y-glosed,  pp.  flattered,  H  34. 
Y-goon,  pp.  gone,  L.  2Jo6,  2213. 


Y-graunted,  pji.  granted,  C  388. 
Y-grave,  pp.  dug  up.  cut,  L.  204  ;   dug 

<pnt,  3.   164;  engraved,  graven,  A  3796; 

buried,  D  496. 
Y-greved,  pip.  harmed,  A  4181. 
Y-grounde,  pp.  ground,  A  3991 ;  sharp- 

I'licd,  ]>ointed,  A  2549. 
Y-grounded,  j)p.  groundeil,  3.  921, 
Y-growen,  pp.  grown,  A  3^73. 
Y-halwed,  7>p.  consecrated,  L.  1S71. 
Y-harded,  pp.  haniened,  F  245. 
Y-hated.  pp.  hated,  HF.  2ck5. 
Y-hent,  pp.  seized,  caught,  C  868. 
Y-herd,  i>p.  as  adj.  covered  with  hair, 

A  3-38. 
Y-here,  i:  hear,  T.  iv.  1313. 
Y-heried,  pj).  praised,  T.  ii.  973. 
Y-hevied,  pj).  weighed  d<^wn,  B  5.  m  5. 

26. 
Y-hid,  x>p.  hid,  G  317. 
Y-hight,  pp.  called,  T.  v.  541, 
Y-holde,  pp.    esteemed   to  be,  A  J374  ; 
celebrated,  A  2058;  cmsidered,  C  O02  ; 
indebted,  L.   1954  ;   continued,  E   1932 ; 
restrained,  HF   12S6. 
Y-hurt,  pp.  hurt,  A  271)9. 
Y-japed.  pp.  jested,  T.  i.  318. 
Yif,  coiij.  if,  L.  2059,  •^3'*- 
Yif,  imp.  s.  give  ;  see  Yive. 
Yift,  s.  gift,  3.  247,  695,  1270. 
Yilden,    gei:   to   repay,    B   5.   p    i.    14; 
Yildeth,  pr.  s.   yields,  produces,   B  4. 
m  6.  31.     See  Yelden. 
Y-joigned,  j>j*.  joined,  B  2.  p  6.  93. 
Yis.  yes.  L.  517. 
Yisterday,  j-esterday.  K.  1040. 
I  Yit.  yet.  L.  4,  106. 

I  Yive,  go:  to  give,  A  22^ ;  Yiveth,  pi:  s. 
I       gives,  18.  38  ;  pii:  s.  suhj.  may  the;  give, 
I       3.  683  ;  Yiven,  2>p-  given,  granted,  3.  705. 
1  Yiver,  s.  giver,  L.  2228. 
Y-kempt,  pj).  combed,  A  4369. 
Y-kist.  jip.  kissed,  T.  iv,  1OS9. 
Y-kneled,  jiji.  kneeled,  L.  1232. 
Y-knet,  j'P-  knotted,  tightly  bounil,  T. 
I        iii.  1734;  Y-knit.  joined,  6.  32. 
'  Y-knowe,    v.   know,   F  887 ;   recognize, 
•       HF.  1336;  discern,  D  1370;  ppt.  known, 

I  ;.  302. 

Y-korven,  pp.  cut,  B  1801, 

Y'-koud.  jip.  known  well,  3.  66i>. 

Y-lad.  jij).  carried  ^n  a  cart).  A  530. 

Y-laft,   pp.    left,    A   2746 :    left    behind, 
F  1 128. 
I  Y-laid,  jjp.  laid,  L.  2141. 
\  Y-lain,  i*jJ.  lain,  remained.  L.  2410. 

Yle,  .V.  isle,  island,  HF.  410,  440;  region, 
I       province,  L,  1425. 
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Y-lent,  2W-  lent,  G-  1406. 

Y-lered,  pp.  eilucated,  T.  i.  976. 

T-let,    2U}-   liiiidered,    obstructed,    B    5. 

V  4-  34- 

Y-leten,  2W-  left,  allowed,  B  4.  p  4. 
308.  I 

Y-leyd,  pp.  laid,  A  3568. 

Y-liche,  adj.  alike,  similar,  L.  389.  i 

Y-liche,  adv.  alike,  equally,  A  25-'6. 

Y-lissed,  i>p.  cased,  T.  i.  1089. 

Y-lived,  2>P-  lived,  T.  v.  933. 

Y-logged,  2}p-  lodged,  B  4181. 

Y-loren,  j>j>.  lost,  L.  26  ;  Y-lorn,  pp.  lost, 
T.  iv.  1250. 

Y-lost,  pp.  lost,  HF.  183. 

Y-loved,  pj:>.  loved,  T.  i.  594. 

Y-lyk,  adj.  like,  A  592  ;  alike,  A  2734  ; 
Y-lyke,  like,  A  1539. 

Y-lyke,  adv.  alike,  equally,  L.  55,  731. 

Y-lymed,  j>jj.  caught  (as  birds  with  bird- 
lime), D  934. 

Y-maad,  P2>.  made,  caused,  HF.  691. 

Ymageries,  pi.  carved  work,  HF.    1190, 

'3'-'4-  .        , 

Ymagined,  j>i>.  considered,  intentional, 

I  448. 
Y-maked,  i>jj.  made,  L.  122,  222. 
Y-marked,  2U}-  set  down,  marked  out, 

planned,  HF.  1103. 
Y-masked,  i>i).  enmeshed,  T.  iii.  1734. 
Y-medled,  pj^.  mingled,  T.  iii.  815. 
Y-mel,  prc2K  among  (Northern),  A  4171. 
Y-ment,  jyj.  intended,  HF.  1742. 
Y-met,  pp.  met,  A  2624  ;  Y-mette,  as  pi. 

adj.  met,  B  1115. 
Y-meynd,  jjp.  mixed,  mingled,  A  2170. 
Y-moeved,  2H^-  moved,  B  4.  m  6.  7. 
Ympue,    s.    lyric   poem  (lit.   hymn),    L. 

4. '2. 

Y-mused,    2>P-    mused,    reflected,     HF. 

1287. 
Y-nempued,  pp.  named,  I  598. 
Y-nogh,   a<lj.  enough,   sufficient,   A  373, 

3149;    Y-now,   G   1018;    Y-nowe,  i>?.   5. 

Y-nogh,  adv.  enough,  sufficiently,  6.  13: 

Y-nuugh,  R.  247. 
Y-nome,  j'P-  caught,  overcome,  T.  i.  242  : 

taken,  L.  2343. 
Y-norisshed,  2JP-  educated,  T.  v.  821. 
Y-oflfred,  p2J.  olfcred,  dedicated,  L.  932. 
Yok,  s.  yoke,  E  113,  1285. 
Yolde,  -n ;  see  Yelden. 
YoUe,  pr.  pi.  cry  aloud,  A  2672. 
Yomanrye,  s.  yeomanry,  A  3049. 
Yon,  adj.  yon,  A  4178. 
Yond,  adv.  yonder,  A  u>gtj. 
Youg,  adj.  young,  A  79. 


Yonghede,  s.  dat.  youth,  I?.  351. 

Yore.  adv.  formerly,  of  old,  B  174,  272; 
for  a  long  time,  a  long  while,  A  1813  ; 
long  ago,  long,  i.  150 ;  yore  agon,  long 
ag^>,  5-  •;  ;  yore  ago,  A  3437  ;  ftd  y.,  very 
long  ago,  7.  243,  346;  oftijme  y.,  of  old 
time,  F  963. 

Youling,  s.  loud  lamentation,  A  1278. 

Y-painted,  2>p.  painted,  E.  892. 

Y-passed,  pP-  passed,  E.  380 ;  past, 
E  1892. 

Y-payed,  j^p.  paid,  A  1802. 

Y-piked,  2>P-  picked  over,  G  941. 

Y-plesed,  jjp.  pleased,  D  930. 

Y-pleyned,  p2y.  complained,  T.  iv.  1688. 

Y-pleynted,  j)p.  full  of  complaint,  T.  v. 

plunged,    sunk,    B 


1507- 
Y-plounged.  2>P-   plunged,   sunk,    ti  3. 

p  II.  122. 
Y-plyted,    2>P-   pleated,    gathered,   B    i. 

P  2.  31. 
Ypocras,  Hippocrates;    lience  a  kind  of 

cordial,  C  H)6. 
Ypocryte,  s.  hypocrite,  F  514. 
Y-portreyd,  2>P.  covered  with  pictures, 

E.  897. 
Y-porveyed,  pjj.  foreseen,  B  5.  p  3.  45. 
Y-prayed,  jW-  invited,  E  269. 
Y-preised,  j>p.  praised,  HF.  1577. 
Y-preved,  2>P-  proved  (to  be),  A  485. 
Y-pulled,  pp.  plucked,  i.  e.  with  super- 
fluous hairs  plucked  out,  A  3245. 
Y-purveyed,  2'P-  foreseen,  B  5.  p  3.  88. 
Y-queynt,  2n>-  quenched,  A  3754. 
Y-quiked,  2Jp-  kindled,  I  536. 
Y-quit,  pp.  quit,  acquitted,  F  673. 
Y-raft,  2>P.  bereft,  snatched  away,  A  2015  ; 

reft,  robbed,  L.  1572. 
Yre,  s.  ire,  anger,  vexation,  i.  30. 
Y-red,  2}p.  read,  T.  iv.  799. 
Y-reke,  2fP-  raked  together,  A  3882. 
Y-rekened,  2*P-  accounted,  D  367 ;  taken 

into  account,  F  427. 
Yren,  s.  iron,  E.  1184. 
Yren,  adj.  iron,  G  759. 
Y-rent,  2^}-  taken,  T.  v.    1654  ;  torn,  B 

844. 
Y-ronge,    2n>-   rung,    told    loudly,    HF. 

Y-ronne,  i>ik  run,  A  8,  3893  ;  continued, 
L.  iy43  ;  run  together,  A  2693 ;  inter- 
laced, E.  1396;  clustered,  A  2165. 

Y-rouned,  2>i>.  whispered,  HF.  2107. 

Y-satled,  2>p.  settled,  E  2405. 

Y-sayd,  2>P-  said,  3.  270. 

Y-scalded,  jip.  scalded,  A  2020. 

Y-schette,  2'P-  pl-  shut,  B  560. 

Y.se,  *.  if-e,  HF.  1130. 
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Y-aee,  v.  behold,  T.  ii.  354 ;  inqy.  s.  see, 

look,  T.  ii.   1253;   Y-sc3-n,  jtp.  seen,  L. 

-<->7(>. 
Y-sene,  uJJ.  visible,  A  592,  V  996 ;  luani- 

lost,  T.  iv.  1607 ;  L.  1394.     A.  S.  (jesme, 

gegyne. 
Y-set,  3>j>.  set,  A  4337  ;  placed,  5.  149  ;  set 

down,  F  173  ;  seated,  C  39-' ;  appointed, 

•A-  1O35 ;  planted,  R.  ()04. 
Y-seye,  ^ip.  seen,  HI'.  1367  ;  Y-seyn,  T.  v. 

44S. 
Y-seyled,  pp.  sailed,  B  4289. 
Y-shad.  pi>.  scattered  (_Lat.  sparsas!,  B  3. 

ni  J.  33. 
Y-shakeii,iJj>.  quivering,  sijarkliug,  B  i. 

ni  3.  17. 
Y-.shamed,  j>i3.  jmt  to  shame,  HF.  356. 
Y-shapen,  (strong)  pp.  shaped,  prepared, 

B  34-'u ;    i>rovided,  A  4179;   contrived, 

G-  1080;  Y-shaped,  {weak)  pj).  prepared, 

T.  iii.  IJ40. 
Y-shave,  j>jj.  shaven,  A  690. 
Y-shent,   2^P-   P^^t    to    shame,    severely 

blamed,  13  131.'. 
'^-a.h.ette.pp.  pi.  shut,  B  2159. 
Y-sh.ewed,  ^y^  shown,  T.  v.   1251 :  made 

manifest,  4.  i8i. 
Y-shore,  j>7>.  shorn,  T.  iv.  996. 
Y-shove,  i'j'.  borne  uliout,  L.  726. 
Y-slayu.  pp.   slain,   HF.    1S9;    Y'-slawe, 

B  484.  ■ 
Y-smite,   pp.   smitten,   wounded,    B    3. 

m  7.  7. 
Y-songe,  pp.  sung,  D    1726 ;    Y-songen, 

L.  270. 
Y-sought,  jy*.  sought,  T.  iii.  1317. 
Y-sounded,  pp.  sunk.  T.  ii.  535. 
Y-sowen,  pp.  sown,  HF.  148S. 
Y-sped,  j>p.  sped,  A  4220. 
Y-spended,  jjj>.  spent,  B  5.  p  4.  15. 
Y-sprad,  %ip.  spread,  B   1044  ;    Y-spred, 

A  4140. 
Y-spreynd,  j^j>.  sprinkled,  A  2109. 
Y-spronge,  j'7».  sprung,  shot  out,  1{.  718; 

divulged.  HF.  2081. 
Y-stalled,  pp.  installed,  HF.  1364. 
Y-stiked.  pp.    stuck,    A    1565 ;    stabbed, 

F  i47(>. 
Y-stint,  pp.  stopped,  D  390. 
Y-stonde,  pp.  stood,  been,  T.  v.  1612. 
Y-ston^e,  pp.  stung,  C  355. 
Y-storve,  pp.  dead,  A  2014. 
Y-strawed,  pp.  bestrewn,  3.  629. 
Y-strike,  jyj.  struck,  11.  34. 
Y-suffred.  j)p.  suffered,  T.  v.  415. 
Y-sweped,  pp.  swept,  G  938. 
Y'-sworn.  iny.  sworn,  A  1132;  sworn  i^to 
do  it ',  T.  V.  283. 


Y-swowued,  pp.  swowued,  L.  1342. 
Y-take,  pp.  caught,   B  3514  ;   taken,  L. 

017. 
Y-thanked,  pp.  thanked,  1)  21 18. 
Y-thee,  i.  thrive,  T.  iv.  439. 
Y-theAwed,  i}p.  ilisposed ;    wel  y-thewed, 

w  cll-conducted,  5.  47  ;  K.  kxj8. 
Y-thonked,  j>p.  thanked,  T.  iv.  2. 
Y-throngen,  pp.  confined,  B  2.  p  7.  53. 
Y-throwe,  iJ^iJ.  thrown,  T.  iv.  6;  cast  out, 

2.  89. 
Y-told,  j)j*.  told,  A  3109. 
Y-torned.  2)p.  turneil,  B  4.  m  5.  i. 
Y-travailed,  j>i>.  laboured,  with  difficulty, 

B  5.  p  3.  45. 
Y-trespassed.  j)p.  sinned,  B  2609. 
Y- tressed,  pp.  plaited  in  tresses,  T.  v. 

810. 
Y-treted.  pp.  discussed,  B  4.  p  i.  70, 
Y-tukked.  jyp.  tucked  up,  L.  982. 
Y-turned.  pp.  turned,  A  1238,  2062. 
Y-twinued,  lyp.  parted,  T.  iv.  788. 
Yve,  B  4150  ;  see  Erbe. 
Yvel,  adj.  ill.  evil,  T.  ii.  1001. 
Yvel.  adv.  ill.  E.  213.  1067. 
Yveles,  s.  pd.  evils,  B  2618. 
Yvory,    s.    ivory,    B    2066 ;  ^  Yvoire,    3. 

946. 
Y-voyded.  pp.  removed,  F  1159. 
Y-war,  adj.  aware,  T.  ii.  398. 
Y-warned,  ppi.  warned,  B  4422. 
Y-'W3'2cen,  pp.  grown,  become,  T,  v.  275  ; 

Y-waxe,  3.  1275. 
Y-wedded,  i>p.  wedded,  L.  1179. 
Y-weut.  pip.  gone,  HF.  976. 
Y-vrent,   pp.   weened,    imagineil,    T.    v. 

444- 
Y-wet,  pp.  wetted,  A  4155. 
Y-whet,  pj>.  whetted,  7.  212. 
Y-wimpled,  2>p.  provided  with  a  wimple, 

A    470 :    covered    with    a    wimple,    L. 

Y-wis,   adv.   certainly,   truly,  verily,   K. 

279i  .'0".  .'5;- 
Y-wist,  pp.  known,  B  5.  p  3.  36. 
Y-'wonne,  pp.  gained,  T,  iv.   1315  ;  won, 

D  2293 ;  arrived,  L.  2427. 
Y-worthe,  pp.  become,  3.  579. 
Y-wouude,     pp.    wound,    covered    up, 

12.  18. 
Y-'woven,    pp>.     woven,    completed,    L, 

2360. 
Y-woxen,  pp.  grown,  E  1462. 
Y-writen,  pp.  written.  5.  124,  141. 
Y-writhen,     pp.      wreathed,      wrapjied 

rounil.  i{.  I'Mi. 
Y-wTOght,    2>1'-    niade.    A    196,    B   2054 ; 

shaped,  L.  1173;  dei>icted,  3.  327;  orna- 
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menteil,    E.    S07 ;    Y-wroghte,   j'j).    ijJ. 

fashioned,  5.  i.'^. 
Y-wTO'k.en,  P2).  avcuged,  16.  26;  Y-wroke, 

wreaked,  T.  ,v.  589. 
Y-wronge, /)j>.  forced,  L.  2527. 
Y-wryen,7)jJ.  liidden,  T.  iii.  1451 ;  covered, 

A  2904. 
Y-yeve,  i>jJ.  given,  T.  iii.   1376 ;  Y-yive, 

T.  iii.  161 1. 


Zeles,  3>L  zeal,  T.  v.  1S59. 

Xodio,  s.  pi.  beasts,  A.  i.  21,  61. 

Zodiac,  s.  zodiac,  A.  pr.  109.  An  imaginary 
l>elt  in  the  heavens,  of  the  breadth  of 
12",  along  tliG  middle  of  which  ru)is 
the  ecliptic.  The  Astrolabe  only  showed 
the  northern  half  of  this  belt. 


GLOSSARY   TO   FRAGMENTS    B  AND  C  OF 
THE    ROMAUNT    OF    THE    ROSE. 

FRAGMENT  B  =  11.  1706-5810. 
FRAGMENT  C  =  11.  581 1-7698. 

The  following  Glossary  («'hich  includes  proper  names)  is  separated  from  the  preceding  because 
Fragments  B  and  C  of  the  Komaunt  are  not  by  Chaucer. 

Fragment  B  abounds  in  Northern  words  and  forms.  Words  in  Fragment  C  have  '  C  '  prefixed 
to  the  number  of  the  Une. 


A,  V.  (to)  have,  4322. 

Abandoun  :  in  abandotin,  fully,  -without 

stint,  234.'. 
Abawed,    2>P-    amazed,    3646 ;    Abawid, 

4041. 
Abaysshed.  jip.  cast  down,  3370. 
Abey,  r.  (Jhr  Abeye),  suffer  (for  it),  pay 

(for  it),  C  6713.     See  Abye. 
Abiding,  s.  delay,  2222. 
Abit,  s.  habit,  dress,  religious  dress,  4914. 
Abit,  Abood  ;  see  Abyde. 
Abood,  s.  delay,  C  7(>97. 
Aboven,  adv.  in  luck,  4352. 
Abraide,  v.  start  up,  break  forth,  5156 ; 

Abraid,  i  jH.  s.  awoke,  1806 ;  Abreyde, 

pt,  s.  broko  out,  3967. 
Abrede.  udi:  abroad,  2563. 
Abseute,   2»'-   *•   suhj.   abstain,    refrain, 

491!. 
Abstinence-Streyned,  i.e.  Constrained 

Abstinence  (personified),  C  6341,  7366. 
Abyde,  ger.  to  await,  4910 ;    v.  expect, 

5329;    watch    for,    4913;    Abit,    2^>'-    *• 

dwells,  4977,  4989;  stays,  5012;  Abood, 

I  pt.  s.  endured,  waited,  3(J94. 
Abye,  v.  pay  for,  C  5888,  5976;  Abyeth, 

pr.  8.  C  7642. 
Accord,  I  j^r.  s.  agree  to,  2083  ;  Accorded, 

pt.  pi.  agreed,  C  5815  ;  pp.  reconciled, 

C  5846. 


A-Cold,  adj.  cold,  chilly,  2658. 

Acoye,  r.  quiet,  allay,  3564. 

Acquyte,  v.  defray  the  expense,  pay  for, 

C  6742. 
Ado  (for  at  do),  to  do,  5080. 
A-fere,  adv.  on  fire,  4073. 
Afered,  j>j>.  afraid,  3604. 
Affray,  ,<;.  terror,  3866  ;  fear,  2034. 
Afifrayed,  pj).  frightened,  31 13. 
Afitye.  v.  tnist,  3155. 
Aforn,  adv.  formerly,  3952. 
Aftir,  2>''^P-  according  to,  2255. 
Afyne,  adv.  completely,  3690. 
Agast,  adj.  afraid,  C  6u)6. 
Ageyn-coraing.  s.  returning.  251S. 
Ageyns.  jn^ji.  in  comparison  with.  5536. 
Agilte,  jir.  a.  sinned  against,  offended, 

C  5833,  6784;  Agiltest,  2  2)t.  8.  C  7572. 
Ago,  pp.  gone,  2932. 
A-gree,  adr.  in  good  part,  4349. 
A-greef,  adv  in  bad  part :  take  notagrei'/, 

take  it  not  amiss,  C  7573. 
Aken,  v.  ache,  C  6908. 
Al.  rimj.  although,  1754. 
Al-day,  adv.  continually,  2484. 
Alder,  adj.  iff-n.  2d.  of  (ns^  all,  C  6948. 
Alderflrst,  ndv.  first  of  all,  C  7505. 
Alegged,  j>f.   2>/.    alleviated.    1768.    See 

Allege. 
Aleggement,  s.  alleviation,  1890,  1923. 
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Algate,  adr.  alway,  always,  5157,  C  7477 ; 

at  any  rate,  C  7152. 
Allege,  i:  cxemjU  (lit.  alleviate\  C6626; 

Allogjgitli,  J)/,  s.  alleviates,  ^588. 
Allegeaunce,  s.  alleviati<ni,  1871. 
Allo'we,  V.  approve  of.  value,  5186. 
Almesse,  s.  alms,  C  0624. 
Al-only,  adv.  alone.  C  581Q. 
Alosed.  pp.  noted,  lamed.  2354. 
Al-out.  iidc.  altogether,  2101,  2935. 
Al-outerly,  adr.  utterly,  C  6302,  7663, 
Alo'we,  V.  accept,  approve  of,  5175. 
Also.  conj.  as,  C  6767. 
Amende,  r.  advance,  succeed,  C  ,^876. 
Among,  adv.  sometimes,  2325,  3241,  3304. 
Amourettes,  .9. 2)1.  sweethearts,  47,=;5. 
Amyas,  a  cimous  error :   for  At  Myas, 

i.  c.  at  Meaux,  3826.     F.  text,  a  Miaus. 
And,  conj.  if,  2051,  4441. 
Anger,  s.  pain,   anguish,    1877 ;    Angres, 

pi.  toniients,  2554.  3789. 
Angerly,  adv.  cittelly.  351 1. 
Angre,  f/ei:  to  vex,  3526. 
Angry,  <idj.  ciitel.  2628,  3265. 
Anguissous,  adj.  anxious,  1755. 
Anker,  s.  an  anchoress,  a  female  recluse 

shut   uj)  either  in  a  cell  attached   to 

a  church,  or  living  under  a  religious 

itile  in  her  own  hovise,  C  6348. 
Anon-right,  adv.  straightway,  1778. 
Anoy,  s.  discomfort,  pain,  vexation,  1919, 

2099,  4404. 
Anoynt,  pp.  anointed.  1888. 
Apaired.  j>t.  n.  injured,  C  7522. 
Apayed,  pp.  satisfied.  2854,  5631. 
Aperceyved,  pt.  s.  perceived,  C  6312. 
Aperceyving,  s.  perception,  C  6318. 
Apert,  '((//.  open,  obvious,  C  6621. 
Apostlis  ne'we,  i.  0.  the  preaching  friars, 

C  6270. 
Apparence,  s.  mere  outward  apijearauce, 

5550  ;  evidence.  C  7660. 
Apparent,  adj.  distinct,  2583. 
Appert,  adj.  open,  C  6150.     See  Apert. 
Appose,  r.  oppose,  C  6555,  7146.    Jb\  text, 

ojioHf.r. 
A-queynt,  pp.  aoquainted,  3080. 
Aqueyntable,  adj.  affable,  2213. 
Arace,  v.  pull  out,  1752. 
Arblasters,  s.pl.  men  with  crossbows,4iQi  •. 
Aresoneth,  pii'.  s.  rea.sons  with,  argues, 

C  O220. 
Arest,  e.  rest  (for  a  spear),  C  7561. 
Arette,  v.  impute,  3327. 
Areyse,  r.  raise  up,  4361  ;  rouse,  G  7159. 
A-rowe,  adv.  hi  a  row.  C  7'.i)6. 
Ascape.  r.  escape,  get  out  o:'  the  difficnlt.\'. 

C  6515. 


Asker,  s.  one  -who  begs,  C  6674. 
A-slope,  adv.  aside,  awry,  4464. 
Assay,  s.  attempt,  3449 ;  quality,  temjier, 

4350. 
Assayed,  pp.  tried,  proved,  2688. 
Asseth,  a  sufficiency,  5600. 
Assoile.  V.  absolve,  C  6364  ;  pp.  explained, 

Assoiiing,  ».  absolving,  C  6412. 
Assured,  pp.  secured,  4309. 
Astat,  s.  state,  plight,  2416 ;  Astate,  con- 
dition, 4672,  C  6856. 
Astoned,  pp.  astonished,  3859. 
A-sundir,  adv.  diversely,  4477. 
A-swone,  in  a  swoon,  1736. 
At,  prep,  at  the  hands  of,  from,  C  6870; 

At  al,  at  all  points,  5249 ;  at  Iceste  icay, 

at  least,  C  5827  ;  at  icordis  feice.,  in  a  few 

words,  briefly,  2129. 
Attendith,  pr.  s.  attaches  itself,  apjier- 

Tains,  5309. 
Attour,  s.  array,  3718. 
Augustins,  s.  pi.  Austin  Friars,  C  7461. 
Aumenere,  s.  pitrse  for  alms,  2271. 
Auntre,  v.  rejl.  venture,  2495. 
Avale,  V.  descend,  1803. 
Avaunced.j'j).  promoted,  C  6951  ;  helped, 

3408. 
Avaunt,  adv.  in  advance,  forward,  3959, 

4790. 
Avaunt.  v.  rcjl.  boast,  4788. 
Avauntage,  ,9.  profit,  5808. 
Avenaunt,  adj.  Ijecoming,  seemly,  2058; 

l)lea.sant,  3679  ;  condescending,  4622. 
Aventure,  s.  chance,  fortune,  fate,  2 118, 

4376  ;  case,  0  7308. 
Avouterye.  •«.  adultery,  4954. 
Avysed,  1  pt.  s.  reft. ;  Avysed  me,  applied 

myself,  1807, 
Awayte,  «.  ambush,  4497. 
Awayted,  pip.  watched ;    awayted  icith, 

watchetl  Ijy,  3066. 
Axe,  I',  ask,  C  O559. 
Ayeines,  j|.(rej}.  against,  C  7178. 


Bachilere,  s.  young  knight,  2828. 

Bagge,  s.  purse,  G  6834. 

Baillye,    s.    custody,  jurisdiction,    4217; 

enclosure,  C  7574. 
Balauuce,  n.  suspense,  4667. 
Balis,  .•*.  pi.  troubles,  sorrows,  4441. 
Bane.  s.  death,  4491. 
Baren.  }>t.  pi.  bare,  C  6243. 
Baronage,    s.    the   assembly   of  barons, 

G  5812. 
Bataile.  *.  host,  C  5849;  jj>i.  battalions, 

G  7348. 
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Batayled,  )>ii.  buttlcmeiited,  42(xi. 

Bate,  s.  strilo,  4-i,\?. 

Baud,  adj.  jolly  ilit.  bold),  5674. 

Bayly,  f.  baililV,  C  6jiS. 

Beau-sire,  s.  fair  sir,  C  CK>Si- 

Bede,  v.  stretch  out  ^lit.  proffer),  ijM. 

Bade,  pi.  s.  stihj.  might  pray,  C  7374. 

Bedels,  ,•*.  jA.  officers,  C  (iSw. 

Bagger,    .■<.    Bcguiii,    hence,   niemlicant, 

C  7j8.'  ;  Beggers,  Begwins,  C  7^56. 
Begyne,  g.  Beguine,  C  7368. 
Bemes,  a.  pi.  trumpets,  C  7605.     - 
Berafte,   pt.   pi.   suhj.    should  deprive, 

C  666y. 
Bern,  s.  burn,  5580. 
Besaunt,  s.  bezant,  5592. 
Besinesse,  s.  diligence,  36^4. 
Bestial,  adj.  stupid,  C  6716. 
Bete,  pr.  n.  subj.  cure,  4441. 
Bialacoil,  i.  e.  Binl  Acoil,  Fair  Reception, 

ii>S4,  2<)<)i),  301 1. 
Bigoon,  adj. ;  nel  bigoon,  well  off,  5533. 
Bigyns,  s.  pi.  BcJguines,  C  6861. 
Biheest,  n.  promise,  4446,  4474. 
Bihote,  f.  promise,  4446. 
Bihove,  s.  dat.  behoof,  2964. 
Bilefte,  i  pf-  «.  remained,  3360. 
Bimene,    imp-   «•    reji.   bemoan    thyself, 

jW>7. 
Biset,  pt.  s.  employs,  5262. 
Bishet,  i)p.  shut  up  (in  prison),  4488. 
Bit,  pr.  )<.  abides,  5330. 
Bitaught,  pt.  8.  (?ommended,  4438. 
Bitrasshed,  I'P-  betrayed,  3910. 
Blake,    adj.    pi.    black   (monks),    Bene- 
dictines, C  6695. 
Blende,  (jer.  to  blind,  to  deceive,  3954; 

Blent,  ]>p.  deceived,  C  665J. 
Blered,  j'P-  bleared,  dimmed,  deceived, 

3<)i-'. 
Blinne.  c.  desist  from,  C  6611. 
Blyve,  adi:  qiuckly  ;  asbl.,  very  (luickly, 

Bodan,  pp.  commanded,  2721. 

Boece,  Koethius,  5661. 

Book ;    Hu:   booh;   i.  e.   the   Canon   Law, 

C  6385  ;  the  Bible,  G  0636. 
[Borders,  s.  pi.  C  6911.     Better  readhuj : 

for  burdens.]  * 
Bordillers,  s.  pi.  brothel-keepers,  C  7034. 
Borowe,  i(.  pledge,  C  7331. 
Bosarde,  s.  buzzard,  4033. 
Bote,  s.  remedy,  1760. 
Botes,  ».  pi.  boots,  2265,  C  7-'6j. 
Botoun,  s.  bud,  1721,  1761,  2k)(m. 
Bougerons.  ».  pi.  sodomites,  C  7022. 
Bought,  pp.  :  a  bought,  to  have  bought, 

F 


Bountee,   g.   kindness,    3147;    goodness, 

C  6597. 
Braida,   ger.  to   bestir  itself,    wake  up, 

0  7128. 
Braste,  grr.  to  burst,  3186. 
Brede,  s.  breadth  ;  on  br.,  abroad,  3635, 
Broken,  i*.  disobey,  3478. 
Branne,  v.  biuu,  2475. 
Brenning,  s.  burning,  2727. 
Brere,  s.  briar,  C  6191. 
Brest,  V.  burst,  4107. 
Breve,  adj.  short,  2350. 
Brimme,  adj.  cruel,  1836. 
Brocages,  ».  jd.  contracts,  C  6971. 
Brond,  s.  fire-brand,  3706. 
Burdens,  error  for  Borders,  C  691 1. 
Burdoun,  s.  staff,  cudgel,  3401. 
Burnettes,  s.  J>^  dresses  made  of  fine 

w<x)llen  cloth  dyod  brown,  473<'>. 
But-if,  conj.  unless,  u/ii. 
Buxom,  adj.  obedient,  pliant,  44i(». 
By,  }>rip.  in,  C  6616  ;  beside,  C  703-'. 
By  and  by,   in   order,  2345 ;    precisely, 

4581. 
Bye,  V.  buy,  pay  for,  2052. 
Bytinge,  pres.  part,  cutting,  C  T420. 


Caas,  s.  case,  plight,  3374 ;  pi.  cases, 
C  6750. 

Caleweys,  s.  pi.  soft,  sweet  pears  (which 
came  from  Cailloux  in  Burgundy), 
C  7043. 

Calle,  c.  recall,  3974. 

Camelyne,  i*.  camel's-hair  stuff,  C  7367. 

Can,  I  pr.  s.  (I)  know,  4796  ;  pr.  s.  under- 
stands, C  5872  ;  Can  him  no  thank, 
offers  him  no  thanks,  2 112:  Canst,. 
2  pr.  s.  feelest,  43<)<). 

Caribdis,  Charybdis,  4713. 

Carmes,  .«.  pi.  Carmelites,  Wliite  Friars, 
C  7462. 

Cas,  a.  occasion,  C  748 1. 

Caste,  V,  reji.  apply  himself,  2031 ;  Cast, 
pr.  s.  casts,  4330  ;  considers,  5620  ;  Caste, 
pt.  s.  ri'Jt.  set  himself,  1860. 

Castels  in   Spayne,  castles  in  the  air. 

2573- 
Casting,  s.  vomit,  C  7288. 
Catel,  .v.  property,  5376. 
Cause  ;  in  cau><e,  to  blame,  4525. 
Caytif,  s.  poor  wretch,  3554. 
Chace,  v.  chase  away ;  do  ch.,  caused  to 

be  chased  away,  C  7534. 
Chafe,  V.  irritate,  3685. 
Chamberere,  ».  chamber-maid,  4935. 
Chauovxn,  s.  canon,  3278, 
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Chapitre,  s.  chaiiter,  C  653^. 
Chapman,  s.  trader,  5591. 
Chargid,  jH.  s.  instructed,  2145. 
Chasteleyn,    s.    castellan,    governor    of 

a  castle,  C  63^7. 
Chasteleyne,  s.  the  wife  of  a  chastelain 

or  governor  of  a  castle,  3740. 
Chastye,  i  2"'-  s.  reprove,  C  6993. 
Chere,    s.    countenance,    favour,     3952 ; 

appearance,  5486,  C  6474  ;  delight,  3805. 
Cherete,  s.  fondness,  3516. 
Chese,  v.  choose,  4426 ;  Chese  .  .  .  hem 

to,  j>r.  pi.  choose  for  themselves,  C  6230. 
Chevered,  ^jj).  shivered,  1732. 
ChevisauDce,  s.  resource,  remedy,  3337. 
Chevise,    v.    occupy  himself   (for    me), 

manage   (for  me),  settle   my  ca\ise,   U 

6425. 
Chiche,  adj.  parsimonious,  5588. 
Chideresse,  s.  scold,  virago,  4266. 
Chinche,  adj.  mean,  avaricious,  C  5998. 

Nasalised  form  of  Chiche. 
Chinchy,  adj.  mean,  grudging, niggardly, 

C  6002. 
Ciergis,  j^l-  "^vax  tapers,  C  6248. 
Clarree,  s.  a  sweet  liquor  consisting  of 

a  mixture  of  wine,  clarified  honey  and 

various  spices,  as  pepper  and  ginger, 

&c.,  C  5967,  597 •  • 
Clepe,  V.  call,  C  5907. 
Clipsy,  adj.  eclipsed,  dim,  5349. 
Clomben,  ji}).  climbed  lap,  C  6933. 
Cloos,  adj.  close,  discreet,  C  6104. 
Close,  V.  enclose,  4372. 
Closer,  s.  enclosure,  4069. 
Cloth,  s.  dress,  C  6345. 
Colour,  s.  way,  manner,  C  6282. 
Come,  s.  coming,  C  7628. 
Compas,  s.  circuit,  1842  ;  circumference, 

4183  ;  Compace,  perfection,  3208. 
Corapassen,    1    pr.    jjj.    study,    observe 

closely,  C  6932. 
Complisshen,  r.  accomplish,  2132. 
Comprende,  v.  consider,  include  (in  my 

explanation),  C  6633. 
Compte,  .y.  counting,  account,  5026. 
Comunably,    adv.    commonly,    usually, 

C  7-!37- 

Coraunely,  adv.  publicly,  4801. 

Comuntee,  s.  community,  common  pos- 
session, 5209. ' 

Concours,  .1.  course,  result,  4360. 

Conestablerye,  s.  a  ward  of  a  castle 
under  the  command  of  a  constable, 
4218. 

Coninges^  S.  X)l,  conies,  rabbits,  C  7044. 

Couisaunce,  a.  understanding,  know- 
ledge, 5465,  5559  ;  acquaintance,  4668. 


Conjecte,  i  pr.  pi.  coiispire,  C  6928. 
Conne,  2  j>;-.  s.  nuhj.  mayst  be  well  in- 
structed, 2315. 
Consequence,  s.  result,  C  6448. 
Consolacioun,  the  '  Consolation  of  Philo- 
sophy,' 5661. 
Constreynaunce,  s.  constraint,  C  7438. 
I  Contene,  r.  remain,  2641 ;  refl.  bear  him- 
I       self,  2248;  Conteyne,t).  contain  (himself), 
I       4923 ;    Contene,  pr.  pi.   refl.   maintain 

themselves,  C  6805. 
I  Contrarie,  s.  perplexity,  4478. 
Contrarious,  adj.  hostile,  3354. 
I  Controve,  v.  compose  songs,  4249 ;  ger. 
I       to  invent,  C  7547. 
i  Contune,  v.  continue,  4354,  5332. 
Convay,  yer.  to  accompany,  2428. 
Corage,  s.  mood,  temper,  4928. 
Gorclileres,  s.  pi.  Franciscans,  (so  called 

from  wearing  a  girdle  of  rope),  C  7461. 
Cornewayle,    Cornouaille   in   Brittany, 

4250. 
Corumpable,  adj.  corruptible,  4856. 
Cos,  s.  kiss,  3663. 

Cost,  s.  coast,  place,  3931  ;  qtiarter,  2477. 
Cotidien,    adj.    quotidian,    daily;    as  S. 

a  quotidian  ague,  2401. 
Couchen,  pr.  pi.  impose,  C  6903. 
Countesses,  «.  i^l-  C  6860. 
Couutours,  s.  pi.  accountants,  C  6812. 
Coupe-gorge,  s.  Cut-throat,  C  7422. 
Couth,  pp.  known,  2000;  evident,  4213. 
Coveityse,    s.    coveting,     desire,     4129; 

covetousness,  5072. 
Covenable,  adj.  seemly,  fitting,  suitable, 

C  6020,  6752;  excellent,  C  7181. 
Covent,  s.  convent,  4904,  C  7380. 
Coverchief,  s.  kerchief,  head-covering, 

C  7369. 
Covert,  adj.  secret,  hidden  up,  C  6149, 
Coverture,  «.  concealment,  2172. 
Covyue,  s.  intrigue,  secret  plan,  3799. 
Coy,  adj.  quiet,  hidden,  4297. 
Crece,  8.  increase,  progeny,  4875.  {Fortened 
crece  seems  to  mean  destroyed  progeny, 
i.  e.  abortion.)    See  crease  (  =  increase) 
in  the  New  E.  Diet. 
Croce,  s.  crozier,  C  6470, 
Crownet,  s.  coronet,  3203. 
Cunne,    v.    shew ;    cunne    him   maugree, 
shew  him  ill-will,  4559 ;    i  ^jr.  j>?.  can, 
C  5879;    pr.  pi.   know  (how),   C  6174; 
pr.  s.  Std>j.  be  able,  C  5992. 
Cure,  s,  charge,  1962,  C  6562  ;  care,  4222  ; 
cause  of  care,  2456 ;  heed,  C  7557 ;  aid, 
C  ^752  ;  jurisdiction,  3540. 
Curious,   adj.  diligent,  zealous,   C  6578, 
6590. 
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Customere,   adj.   accnstomed,   49?(^.     ¥. 

text,  onififuyiiifre. 
Cut,  pr.  s.  cuts,  C  619*. 


Dagges,  «.  1)1.  louse  tags  or  shrf-ils  of 
cloth,  C  7J<x).  (I  c*n  find  no  exact 
account  of  the  fastening  lioro  roforroii 
to  ;  I  suppose  that  the  dntjijen,  or  tiipc- 
like  strips,  hail  button-holes,  throngh 
which  the  knoppf.s  or  buttons  passedj 

Daliaunce,  s.  talk,  2850. 

Dampning,  s.  damnation,  C  6643. 

Dar,  i>r.  g.  dare,  <)049. 

Daunce  ;  the  aide  d.,  the  old  game,  4300. 

Daungere,  s.  resistance,  1032 ;  rehictance, 
231S;  power,  control,  2051. 

Daungerous,  ndj.  shy,  reluctant,  back- 
ward, 251 J  ;  hard  to  please,  2824  ;  cruel, 

3594i  3;27- 
Daunte,  i:  conquer,  subtlue,  33cx3. 
Daunting,  3.  taming,  4032. 
Dawed,  pt,  s.  aubj.  would  dawn,  2^33. 
Dawes.  .".  pi.  days,  2S38,  C  6616. 
Debonairly,  adv.  graciously,  pleasantly, 

23S2. 
Defaute.  s.  lack.  5789. 
Defenced,  j)i>.  defended,  4310. 
Defeusable.  adj.  helping  to  defend,  4168. 
Defoule,  r.  trample  down,  C  Oixw. 
Defyle,  v.  bruise,  C  7317. 
Degree,  s.  rank,  C  7214  ;  manner,  C  7442. 
Deignous,  adj.  disdainful,  3503. 
Del,  s.  deal ;  Dele,  bit,  least  thing,  5130  : 

not  .  .  a  del,  not  a  whit,  C  68<)7,  7433  ; 

never  a  dd,  not  at  all,  C  6036 ;  every  d^l, 

every  wliit,  C  6017. 
Delectacioun,  s.  delight,  4821. 
Deles  (Northern  fomi),  pr.  s.  distributes, 

5419. 
Deliciously,  adv.  daintily,  C  6720. 
Deliverly.  adv.  quickly,  1927,  2283,  3005. 
Delyces,  s.  pi.  pleasures,  C  7281. 
Demeigne,  s.  possession,  o^vnership,  5586 ; 

Demeyne,  dominion,  rule,  3310. 
Demene.  v.  put  up  with,  5238. 
Depart,  v.  divitle,  J^b^,  5279. 
Departing,  ».  ilivision,  4013. 
Dere,  v.  injure,  destroy,  4330 ;  pp.  2100. 
Desert,  s.  descr\-ing,  42(>9. 
Desperaunce,  s.  desperation,  187.'. 
Desporte,  ger,  to  cheer,  to  divert,  .•<)i4. 
Despyt,  s.  aversion,  C  5996, 
Dever,  s.  endeavour,  5-'i)<). 
Deviaunt,  adj.  divergent,  turned  away, 

4780. 
Devoid.  ndJ.  free,  4312. 
Devoided,  j'i*.  removed  -2939. 


Devyne,  v.  interpret,  3800. 

Devys,  «.  disposal,    11)74  ;   will,  3()2i  ;    hy 

devyn,  to  jmlgc  from  her  appearance  (V), 

3205.  (P.  U'Xt,  et  a  Hon  vim.) 
Deyned,   pt.    s.    »uhj. ;    him  deyned,    it 

appeared  goo<l  to  him.  C  6050. 
Deynous,  adj.  disdainful,  3728. 
Deyntee,  s.  value,  2677. 
Diffyne,  v.  define,  4807. 
Dight.  V.  prepare,  4240. 
Discomfit,  )>]>.  di.sconcerted,  4067. 
Discordaunce.    *.    disagreement,     4715, 

5208;  di.scordant  melody,  4251. 
Discorde,  ger.  to  disagree,  4716. 
Discreven.  2  pr.  pi.  describe,  4S03. 
Disdeinous,  adj.  disdainful,  C  7412, 
Disese,  a.  uneasiness,  5244. 
Disese,  ger.  to  trouble,  },$2<^. 
Disgysen,    t-.    Hpi>arel,    2250;     Disgyse, 

I  pr.  s.  disguise,  C  '1358. 
Dishonest,    adj.    unfair,    unreasonable, 

3442  ;  immodest,  4262. 
Disordinat.  adj.  inordinate.  4816. 
Dispendith,  pr.  pi.  spend,  •.(^Si. 
Dispitous,   a<IJ.  unmerciful,  spiteful,  C 

()i(')2;  malicious,  froward,  2212,  3457. 
Displesaunce.  s.  displeasure,  343<>. 
Disport.  .«.  delight,  3468  ;  happiness.  2894. 
Disrewlily,  <i<h:  irregularly.  4900. 
Disseise,   v.   dispossess,  deprive,  (F.  <?<*- 

sninirK  2(176. 
Disserve,  v.  deser\'e,  3093. 
Disseyved.  ]ip.  deceived,  C  6628. 
Dissolucioun,  ».  dissoluteness,  4898. 
Distincte,  v.  distingiiish,  C  ok;.). 
Distoned.  adj.  out  of  tune,  4248. 
Ditee,  s.  discourse,  5286,  5652. 
Divyne,  s.  divinity,  C  6488. 
Do,  V.  cause ;  do  make,  cause  to  be  made, 

2(>8o;   pr.  s.  subj.  accomplish,   C  58*19; 

Doand   (Xorthern'i,    pres.  part,   doing, 

2708  ;  Don,  pp.  put,  placed,  C  6564. 
Dole,   e.   lamentation,    mourning,    2956, 

4317.     O.Y.doel. 
Dolven.  pp.  buried,  4070. 
Doni.  «.  dumb,  2220,  2409,  2492. 
Dool,  8.  grief,  4480. 
Dool.  H.  portion;  hal/en  d'jol,  half  portion, 

halving  (it  1,  2364, 
Doth,  pr.  s.  causes,  2772, 2786,  279(1 ;  brings, 

.';.^5'< ;  g'^'es,  1(^4- 
Double,  adj.  twof(jld,  1756. 
Doublenesse,     a.     d'luble-dealing,     du- 
plicity, 2306. 
Doun,  come  do'wn,  C  5868. 
Dout.  .-f.  fear,  21(12. 
Doutable,  adj.  doubtful,  54'3 ;  imperilled, 

unstable,  C  6274. 


Ff 


13« 


(Bfoeeariaf  ^nUx. 


Doute.  v.  lear,  -'u-'.^ ;  i  i>n  s.  -mi>8  ;  j  pr.  pi. 
2079. 

Douting,  s.  doubt,  C  6074. 

Draught,  s.  draught,  bout,  act,  486<>.  F. 
text,  Car  viaint  n'i  trairoient  ja  trait. 

Drede,  s.  doubt ;  v:ittiouten  dr.,  without 
doubt,  2199,  2251,  C  6214;  Dread  (per- 
sonified), 3958,  5861. 

Drerihed,  s.  sorrow,  4728. 

Dresse,  ^'.  prepare,  1773  ;  j»'.  «.  siihj.  refl. 
spt  himself,  C  6535. 

Dreye,  adj.  dry,  1743. 

Drough,  i>^  s.  drew,  1725. 

Droune.  (jer.  to  be  drowned,  4710,  5022. 

Druery,  s.  loyal  affection,  5064. 

Drye,  v.  suffer,  undergo,  4390 ;  endure, 
3105  ;  ger.  to  fiilfil,  C  7484. 

Dulle,  I  jir.  s.  become  stupefied,  4792. 

Dure,  V.  last,  endure,  C  6841. 

Duresse,  s.  severity,  3547,  3570. 

Dwelling,  s.  delay,  2440. 

Dyamaunt,  s.  adamant.  4385. 

Dyden,  pt.  ph  died,  C  6245. 

Dyne,  v.  as  s.  dinner,  C  6500. 

E. 

Eche,  V.  add,  1994  ;  help,  aid,  4618. 

Effect,  «.  reality,  5486. 

Eft,  adv.  again,  1783. 

Eftsone,  adv.  soon  afterwards,  C  6094  ; 
Eftsones,  C  6649. 

Egre,  adj.  acid,  4179. 

Egre,  adv.  sharply,  5474. 

Elde,  .'■■.  old  age,  4885. 

Elengenesse,  .'*.  solitariness  ;  hence,  sad- 
ness, disquietude,  C  7406.  F.  text, 
sonssi. 

Elis,  «.  pi.  eels,  C  7039. 

Ellas,  adv.  otherwise,  in  all  other  re- 
spects, 3429. 

Empressid,  pi^.  iiressed,  3691. 

Empryse,  s.  undertaking,  care,  2147; 
doings,  350S  ;  enterprise,  C  5825  ;  design, 
1972  ;  conduct,  action,  2186 ;  privilege, 
2ix)S  ;  rule,  4905. 

Enchesoun,  s.  occasion,  2504,  3982,  4242. 

Enclyne,  v.  be  subject  (to),  respect,  bow 
down  (to),  C  6814. 

Encombre,  v.  disturb,  5434  ;  pr.  s.  impor- 
tunes, teases,  C  6()75  ;  pr.  pi.  perplex, 
4482  ;  2>p.  annoyed,  C  7O28. 

Enfaunce,  s.  infancy,  youth,  4288. 

Enforce,  v.  compel,  C  6407  ;  pr.  pi.  rejl. 
endeavour,  C  O275 ;  pp.  augmented, 
4490. 

Engendrure,  s.  procreation,  4849. 

Engrevetb.i*/-.  s.  displeases,  3444. 


Enhaunce.  .'/'■'■.  to  exalt,  advance.  C  7246. 

Enlangoured,  adj.  faded  with  langour, 
l>ale,  C  7399. 

Enlumined.  j)i>.  illumined,  5344. 

Enpryse, .«.  (piickness  of  movement,  2636. 
See  Empryse. 

Enquestes,  s.  pi.  legal  inquisitions,  C 
6977. 

Ensure,  i  pr.  s.  assure,  4850  ;  pp.  C  7212. 

Entayle,  s.  figure,  shape,  3711. 

Entencioun,  s.  attention,  4701 ;  intent, 
(!  6258  ;  diligence,  2027  ;  of  e.,  inten- 
tionally, 2976  ;  j>l.  meaning,  drift,  C 
7170. 

Entende,  v.  pay  attention,  2153. 

Entendement,  s.  intention,  2188. 

Entent,  .•*.  mind,  2187;  purpose,  2488; 
disposition,  5696  ;  endeavour,  3906 ;  in- 
tention, design,  C  581 1,  5869. 

Ententif,  adj.  diligent,  careful,  2022  ;  adv. 
i7-'o. 

Entermete,  v. reft,  intermeddle,  interfere, 
29O6  ;  I  i>/'.  n.  rejt.  busy  (myself  with},  C 
6971. 

Entremees.  s.^tl.  entremets,  dainty  meats, 
C  6841. 

Entremete,  v.  interfere,  C  6635,  7233  ;  ger, 
C  6503  ;  ger.  rcjt.  C  5946 ;  i  j>r.  s.  inter- 
meddle, interfere,  C  6498,  6840;  j>?\  8, 

C  59-'i- 

Enviroun,  adv.  about,  3203,  4163  ;  round 
about.  4203. 

Enviroune,  i  2»'-  pl-  gf>  about,  C  7017. 

Equipolences,  «.  pi.  equivocations,  equi- 
vocal expressions,  C  7076. 

Erke,  adj.  weary,  wearied,  4867. 

Ernes,  s.  ardour,  (of  love),  4838. 

Ernest,  i<.  earnest,  pledge,  3680. 

Ers.  .1.  posteriors  (F.  cid),  C  7578. 

Espleyten,  v.  perform,  execute,  C  6174, 

Espye.  s.  spy,  3871. 

Establisshing,  s.  decree,  C  6369. 

Estate,  s.  state  of  life,  position,  4901. 

Estres,  s.  pi.  recesses,  inner  x^arts,  3626. 

Existence,  .v.  reality,  5549,  C  7470. 

Expowne,  ger.  to  exixmnd,  C  7172. 

Eyth,  adj.  easy,  3955.     A.S.  tajj. 


Fable,  .«.  deceitfulness,  C  6602. 
Fade,  (ulj.  pallid,  faded,  2399. 
Fadome,  a.  pi.  fathoms,  4159. 
Failed,  pp.  as  adj.  wanting,  defective,  C 

7470. 
Fainte,  adj.  feigned,  C  7405. 
Fairhede,  s.  fairness,  beauty,  2484. 
Fallaces,  *.  i>l.  deceits,  C  7Q77. 
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Fallith,  pr.  s.  impeis.  betit8,4iW5 ;  beloiiiffl, 

C  (>.)7f). 
Falsen,  pr.  pi.  dpceivc,  48^3. 
Fand,  J)^  pi.  tonnd,  2707. 
Fard,  imp.  s.  paint,  jj^s. 
Fardels,  ».  pi.  loads,  bundles,  5()8,<. 
Fare,  n.  wclliiro,  condition,  (■  »>498. 
Fare,    c.   depart,  vanish   away,  ('   '1045; 
pr.pl.  go,  5504  ;  journey,  550.) ;  pp.  gon.-, 
^710. 
Faute,  s.  fault,  defect,  3837. 
Fawe,  atlj.  fuin,  Hitlip,  C  ^476. 
Fay,  ».  faith,  J155,  .suj<). 
Fee,  n.  pr<ip<Tty,  tief,  C  6044. 
Feers,  <nlj.  fierce,  .117^. 
Feeste,  ,1.  encouragement,  5<)<'>i. 
Fel,  mlj.  crutd,  siuiigi',  j.'ii  ;  luii-sll,  40^8  ; 

stern,  C  j>.ij  ;  Fclli',  ]>l.  i)ainful,  3789. 
Felde-l'are,  s.  iield-l'iire,  5510. 
Fele,  (t<tj.  nmny,  444(),  C  t*^li, 
Fele,  V.  perceive  (snudl>,  1844. 
Feller,  <i<IJ.  romp,  erneller,  410.^ 
Felones,   mlJ.  pi.   evil,    wicketl,    ('   f)7ii. 
IJin  f.  iamitlifKjfS,  liis  evil  ^'ratings,  his 
injurious  talk.     Suggested  by  F.  Matigre 
les.t'elviwiisi'KJaiuilea;  'v.hcro  Jtlonesiies  is 
a  plural  adjectice  ;  sec  G<xlefroy. 
Feloun,  adj.  cruel,  C  5998. 
Fer«,  s.  tire,  2471,  5086. 
Fered,  pp.  tired,  intlamed,  5^78. 
Fetisly,  adv.  neatly,  i>erfectly,  JJ67. 
Fetys,  adj.  well-uia^le,  .'<>88. 
Feynte,  adj.  feignetl,  55h3. 
Feyntyse,  «.  deceit,  gtiile,  j<>47,  J998,  5492  ; 

evasion,  1(171. 
Fiaunce,  ».  contiiieuce,  trust,  5481. 
Pil,  pt.  .1.  fell,  condescended,  3437  ;  Fille, 

pt.  pi.  foun<l  themselves,  C  581J. 
Fit,  s.  in"KHl,  ,s>y7, 
Plawme,  «.  flame,  ,1707. 
Flawnes,  «.  pi.  flawns  ;  a  dish  composed 
of  new  ehecse,   eggs,   jxiwdered   sugar, 
coloured   -with   sattrou    and    baked   in 
small  tins  called  '  oottins' ;   C  .;  )4j. 
Flayn.^vi. flayed, C 7310.  MLswri. teu#/nj/"- 
Flemed,  pt.  a.  exiled,  drove  into  exile, 

<o5i,  C  0781.     A.  S.  Jlymatu 
Floytes,  9.  pi.  flutes,  4.'5i. 
Foles,  j/cK.  fool's,  ,s-*w>. 
Foly,  (id J.  foolish,  4-".Wi  5'^> 
Fond,  ailj-  foolish,  5307. 
Fonde,  c.  attempt,  5858. 
Foole,  odj.  f<xjlish,  C  75.v> 
Foon,  pi,  foes,  f^s^i  ^  'xMo. 
Foote,  c.  dance  formally,  i.K?. 
Foot-hoot,  adc.  inst:uitly,  38J7. 
For,  7'/'j'.  to  jirevent,  4JJ9 ;  for  fear  of, 
2365  ;  on  account  of,  J190, 


Forboden,  pp.  forbidden,  C  f<)i6. 
Force,  ,*.  ;    /  yeve  no  June,  1  care  not, 

4(«)j  ;  («//.,  necessarily,  1796. 
Fordone,  jip.  undone,  4.<30. 
Fordrive.  )>p.  scatteretl,  378,1. 
Forewardis.  forwards;  Aen/ifay!,  hence- 
forward, ('  7304. 
Forfar«.  r.  perish,  5388,  577R. 
For-olie,  <(dc.  very  often,  4876. 
For-peyned,  pp.  distressed,  ^iyqi. 
Forsake,  r.  refuse,  28^2 ;  withstand,  1876. 
Forstere,  .1.  forester,  C  6329. 
Fortened,  pp.  destroyed,  4875.     (Or  p<r- 

haps  ■  obstructed  ';  cf.  A.  S.  J'ortynnn,  to 

shut  up.)    See  Crece. 
Forthenke,  c.  rue,  repent,  3957,  4060. 
Forthy.  cinij.  because  ;  not/.,  not  on  that 

account,  i pi'rhnpni  nevertheless,  4=00. 
Forwandred.^/p.  sjient  with  wan<lering, 

33  v>- ' 
Forwardis,  .«.  pi.  agreement-q,  C  7303. 
Forwerreyd.  pp.  utterly  defeated,  2564. 
Forwery,  ndj.  tired  out,  3336. 
For-why,  wlierefore,  1743. 
Forvfoundid,  i>/>.  sorely  wounded,  1830. 
Foryet,  v.  forgot,  3^43  ;  pr.  s.  C  6538. 
Foryeve,  gir.  to  abandon,  give  up,  3438. 
Fraunchyse,  t.  liberty,  4<)o6 ;    nobility, 

./007 ;    generosity,  3003  ;    Bounty,   3501  ; 

Freedom,  C  58<)5. 
Frere,  a.   friar,    C   7377 ;    Fi  iar  Wolf,   C 

()4J4. 
Freres  Prechours.  <.  }>l.  preaching  friars. 

i.e.  the  Prc'licAus,  or  Dominican  triars, 

C  745». 
Fret,  pp.  fretted,  adorned.  3204  ;  set,  4705. 
Fretted,  pp.  furnished,  lit.  ornamented, 

C  7J5<). 
Frouncen.  pr.  pi.  shew  wrinkles,  C  7261 ; 

Frounced,  p7».  wrinkled,  ^137. 
Pyne,  '■.  cease,   1797;  pr.  pi.  aul>J.  <iul, 

depart,  Sis6, 

G. 

Gabbeth,  pr.  s.   speaks   falsely,   lies,  C 

'■71 « I. 
Gabbing,  #.  lying,  C  7tJ02,  /tnj. 
Gadring,  .«.  accumulation,  578-'. 
Qarisoun,  ,1.  healing,  3248 ;  garrison,  4279. 
Garnement,  s.  dress,  2256. 
Garuisoun.  ,«.  fortress,  42<i4. 
Gute,  *.  way,  wise,  3332,  5107,  5230  (Kortlvr 

ern  . 
Gentilnesae.    s.    kimlness.    4(«)5 ;    good 

brcfiling.  v<»)5  ;  nubility.  5237. 
Gerner.  .«.  garner,  ('  5<y88. 
Geaae  ;  irithnutr  i/fiow,  doubtless,  2817. 
Geten,  pp.  gotten,  5701. 
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Getiug.  s.  obtaining,  attainment,  3284. 
Gibbe,  Gib  ^Gilbert),  a  cat,  C  6204. 
Giuue,  s.  varlikc  engine,  4176. 
Ginueth,  ^^z-.  s.  begins,  2154. 
Gisarme,  s.  a  weapon  bearing  a  sc,\-the- 

like  blade  fixed  on  a  shaft  and  provided 

also  witli  a  spear-point  like  a  bayonet, 

C  5978. 
Giterne,  ge):  to  play  on  the  guitar,  2321. 
Glose,  i\  flatter,  5097 ;  2^1'-  explained,  C 

6890. 
Glomnbe,  v.  frown,  look  glum,  4356. 
Guede,  s.  stingy-  person,  C  6002.     (Mis- 

vritten  grede. ) 
Go,  p2>-  gone,  2423 ;  empty,  C  6834. 
Gonfanoun,  s.  gonfalon,  banner,  2018. 
Gospel    Perdurable,   The    E\erlastiug 

Gospel,  C  7102. 
Graithe,  r.  dress,  array,  C  7368. 
Graunt  mercy,  best  thanks,  C  7504. 
Gree,  (i)  s.  way  (lit.  gradej ;  in  no  maner 

gree,  in  no  kind  of  way,  5743. 
Gree,  (2)  s.  favour ;  atte  gree,  with  favour, 

4574 ;  take  at  gree,  accept  with  a  good 

will,  1969  ;  in  gree,  in  good  part,  2306. 
Grete,  ipr.  s.  weep,  lament,  4116  (North- 
ern). 
Greves,  s.  pi.  thickets,  3019. 
Groffe.  adv.  face  downward,  2561. 
Groine,  pr.  s.  sid>j.  giumble,  murmur,  C 

704g. 
Grucchen,  ])r.  j^l.  s-uhj.  grumble  at,  be- 

gTxidge,  C  6465. 
Grucching,  s.  refusal,  C  6439. 
Grype.  f.  seize,  C  5983. 
Guerdoning,  s.  reward,  2380,  C  5908. 
Gyler,  s.  bcguiler,  5759. 
Gype,  s.  frock ;  perhaps  a  smock-frock 

(alluding  to  the  numerous  gathers  in 

the  front  of  it),  C  7262. 


H. 

Ha.  V.  have,  5569. 

Hade,  2 pt.  s.  haddest,  24(X). 

Halp.  2)t.  *•  helped,  191 1. 

Halt,  2>r.  s.  reft,  considers  himself,  4901  ; 

keeps,  C  7032. 
Hardement,  s.  courage,  1827,  2487,  3392. 
Harlotes,  s.  i>?.  rascaLs,  ribalds,  C  6068. 
Harneis,  s.  armour,  gear,  C  7477. 
Harneys,  r.  reji.    dress,   equip    thyself, 

2047. 
Hat,  adj.  hot,  2398. 

Hatter,  adj.  conq).  hotter,  more  hotly,  2475. 
Haunt.  V.  practise,  4868  ;  ger.  to  haunt, 

fre(juent,  C  6601  ;  i>r.  s.  subj.  iiractise,  C 

7029. 


Haunting,  s.  liannt,  abode,  C  6081. 
Hauteyn,   adj.   haughty,    C   6101 ;   fern. 

Havoir,  s.  having,  4720. 

Haye,  s.  hedge,  2971,  2987. 

Hele,  V.  conceal,  28s8;  ger.  2=^22  ;  jir.  pi. 

C  68S2. 
Hele,  s.  health,  4721. 
'H.era.,  2>ron.  them,  2218. 
Hemmes,  s.  2d.  phylacteries,  C  6912. 
Hend,  adj.  ready,  useful,  3345. 
Hente,  ger.  to  seize,  3364  ;  jjf.  s.  1730, 4092 ; 

2)t.  2)1.  snatched,  C  7136  ;  p>p-  plucked,  C 

7644- 
Herber,  imji.  2)1.  take  up  your  alx)de,  C 

75S6  ;  2  2}t.  s.  didst  harbour.  5 107. 
Herbergere,  s.  host,  entertainer,  C  7585 ; 

pL  5000. 
Herberwe,  s.  shelter,  lodging,    C  6201, 

7495- 

Herberwe,  v.  shelter,  lodge,  C  6145. 

Herde,  s.  shejiherd,  C  6453  ;  2*l-  C  6561. 

Herie,  pr.  p?.  honour,  praise,  C  6241. 
A.  S.  herian. 

Hertly,  adj.  true-hearted,  5433. 

Het,  2U^.  heated.  37(X). 

Heten,  r.  promise,  C  6299. 

Hight,  ])r.  s.  is  named,  C  634 1  ;  jrp.  pro- 
mised, 2S03. 

Hoked,  adj.  hooked,  furnished  with 
hooks,  1712  ;  barbed,  1749. 

Hole,  adj.  whole,  complete,  5443. 

Holtes,  s.  2>l.  plantations,  C  6996. 

Homager,  s.  vassal,  3288. 

Hoolly,  adv.  wholly,  1970. 

Hoomly,  adj.  homely,  familiar,  C  6320. 

Hoor,  adj.  gi-ay-haired,  C  6335  ;  Hore,  adj. 
hoary,  gray,  3196  ;  pi.  hoary  (a  frequent 
epithet  of  trees,  perhaps  with  reference 
to  trees  of  great  age),  C  6996. 

Hornpypes,  s.  pi.  musical  instruments, 
formed  of  pipes  made  of  horn,  4250. 

Hostilers,  s.  an  adj.  2^1.  keejung  an  inn,  C 

Hoteth,  pr.  s.  promises,  5422  ;  pr.pl.  5444. 
Housel,  V.  give  the  Host  it<>>,  C  6438. 
Hulstred,  pi>-  concealed,  hidden,  C  6146. 
Humanitee,  s.  human  nature,  5655. 
Hy,  s.  haste  ;  in  hij,  in  haste,  2393,  3591. 

I. 

Ich,  2>ron.  I,  C  67S7. 

If,  conj.  if  (Le.  if  the  matter  be  wisely  in- 

(iuired  into),  4454. 
Imped,  pp.  engrrafted,  5137. 
Impes,  s.  2d.  grafts,  C  6293. 
Importable,  adj.  insufferable,  C  6902. 
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In-fere,  adv.  together,  48^7. 
Isse,  V.  issue,  ii><;j. 

J. 

Jangleth,  pr.  g.  pruttlos,  C  7540. 
Jangling,  s.  imitintr,  chattering,  C  5852  ; 

pi.  itllo  worils,  C  07H. 
Jape,  ».  jest,  C  7510  ;  pi.  tricks,  C  6835. 
Jape,  1  pr.  «.  mock,  scoft'at,  C  <>47i. 
Jolily,  oilv.  after   a  jolly   8'>rt,   C  70.^1  ; 

pleasantly,   2J48  ;  nicely,   neatly,  2284; 

deservedly,  C  7<><>4. 
Joly,  (tdj.  line,  gay,  C  7^48. 
Jolynesse,  «.  joUiness,  j<>y,  2ji>2. 
Jow^eles,  8.  pi.  jewels,  2(x>j,  54201 
Joyne,  ipr.  s.  enjoin,  2^55. 
Jupartye,  «.  jeopardy,  2006. 


K. 

Kembe,  imp.  a.  comb,  2284. 

Kenne,  r.  show,  teach,  2476. 

Kepe,  s.  heed,  3475. 

Kepe,  V.  keep  ;    kepe  fi/rth,  perpetnate, 

4.S54  ;    1  pr.  s.  care,  C  6440  ;  keep.  347') ; 

care,  wish,  C  0«kSA  ;  pr.  pi.  care,  (J  (xk).?- 
Kernels,  s.pl.  battlements,  4195.    F.  text, 

li's  creniaiig. 
Kerving,  pres.  pt.  as  adj.  cutting,  3813. 
Kesse,  v.  kiss,  2ix>(). 

Kid,  pp.  made  known.  2172  ;  evident,  3132. 
Kirked,  adj.  crooked  (Vi.  3137. 
Knet,  i'i<.  knit,  fastened,  47»)u,  4811  ;  ;»i>. 

pi.  last  bound,  2«><)2. 
Kuewe,  i  j)t.  s.  fnihj.  disclosed,  C  (xiqo. 
Knopped,  pp.  fiustened,  C  -2<)o.    A  krnnjype 

is  j)roi)erly  a  button  ;  hence  kni-piifn,  to 

fasten  with  a  button. 


Laas,  8.  toils,  snare,  C  6029,  6648 ;  Lace, 
cord,  string,  C  7373  ;  net,  2792 ;   snare, 

5093. 
Laced,  j>i».  entangle<l.  caught,  3178. 
Lakke,  2  pr.  pi.  blame,  4.S.4. 
Lambren,  s.  pi.  lanil)S,  C  7013. 
Largesse,  8.  liberality.  2354  ;  C  5853. 
Las,  ».  net,  27(/).    See  Laas.  Lace. 
Late,  (jer.to  let,   permit,  allow,   3145,  C 

6676  ;  v.let,  5574  ;  Lat.j^r.*.  lots  remain, 

5401. 
Lauhwith,  pr.  s.  laughs.  2204. 
Lay,  s.  law,  religious  belief,  C  0749. 
Leef,  adj.  willing,  233> 
Lees,   a.  J''-   lit's;    xcUhouten  lets,   truly, 

3904,  57-**- 


Leful,  adj.  allowable,  permissible,  5195. 

F-it.  •  leavc-fnl.' 
Leggen,  (jer.  ease,  relieve,  5016.    (Short 

for  nli-f/i/iit.) 
Leraes,  ».  pi.  rays,  5346. 
Leraraan,  s.  sweetheart,  C  6056,  6305, 
Leiie.  V.  lend,  3053,  C  7o'6. 
Lening  ;  in  leninij.  iw  11  loan,  2373, 
Lepand,  jne».  jxirt.  runnin;-  (with  short 

jumps  I,  1928. 
Lere,  g^r.  to  teach,  2143,  2149;  i*.  teach, 

5152;  learn.  2451,4808. 
Lered,  adj.  learned,  C  6217. 
Lese.  1-.  lose,  C  59r5.  5<)24  ;  pr.  «.  2149. 
Losing,  g.  lie,  falsehood,  2174,  4835. 
Let.  pr.  8.  leads  (his  life),  C  6111. 
Lete,  V.  cease,  24<>3  ;    lonve,  C  6457 :  let 

alone,  C  6556;  abandon,  C  6169  ;  allow, 

I>ermit,   6458 ;    i   i>r.  8.    leave,    C  6354 ; 

abandon,  C  <>o<)7 ;  ]'p.  let,  1791. 
Lette,  8.  let,  hindrance,  3756. 
Letten,   v.   hinder,    3590;    delay.   3940; 

stoj),  1832;  cease,  28</7;  desist,  1832. 
Letting,  ».  hindrance,  C  5<)3i. 
Lettrure.  g.  literature,  writing,  C  6751, 
Leve,  V.  believe,  3303. 
Leve.  V.  live,  2336. 
Lever,  adt:  rather,  C  6793  ;  me  teen  lever, 

I  had  rather,  C  6168. 
Lewd,  adj.    lay  (folk,  the   ignorant,   C 

()2I7. 

Lewedist,   adj.   auperl.   meet    ignorant, 

4802. 
Leye.  pt.  pi.  lay,  lived,  C  6572. 
Liche.  ndv.  alike,  equally.  ^\(*i. 
Lig^^ing.  pr.  pt.  lying  down.  4<iii2. 
Likerous.  ndj.  licentious,  4264. 
Likly.  (i<0.  similar,  4852. 
Lisse.  V.  abate,  4128;  ger.  to  be  eased,  to 

feel  relief,  3758, 
List,  8.  pleasure,  will,  1057. 
List.  pr.  8.  wishes,  C  ^I3<>. 
Loigue.  s.  tether,  3382,  C  7050. 
Loke.  ]>p.  locked  up,  2*192. 
Long  :  11/  h>ng  p<ifi9^d,  of  old,  3377. 
Lougith,  pr.  8.  behts,  2321. 
Loos.  g.  renown,  reputation,  2310,  C  6103; 

ill  lame.  C  7081. 
Lorn,  pp.  lost,  4327,  4502.  4508,  C  5975. 
Losengeours.  g.  pi.  deceivers,  261)3. 
Loteby,  s.  i>an»mour,  C  6339. 
Lough,  pt.  8.  laughed,  C  7205- 
Loure,  j>r.  s.  stibj.  scowl,  C  7<>4«). 
Loute,  V.  Ixiw.  43.S4  :  Iww  down,  C  7336; 

]}r.  pU  8iil>j.  Ix)w  down,  C  ^917. 
Lowe,  ger.  to  appraise,  Le.  to  be  valaed 

at.  4532. 
Luce,  8.  pike  i.fish),  C  7039. 
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Lyflode,  s.  livelihood,  5602,  C  666^. 

Lyken,  v.  please,  1854,  C  6131. 

Lyte,  adj.  little,  small,  2279,  3557 ;  adv.  C 

;55r. 
Lythe,  adj.  delicate,  3762. 

Iff. 

Maat,   adj.   bewildered,   overcome,    1739. 

See  Mate. 
Maistryse,  s.  strength,  dominion,  4172. 
Make,  ger.  to  cause,  C  5931 ;  j>r.  pi.  pro- 
pound, C  6186. 
Male,  5.  bag,  wallet,  3263  ;  money-bag,  C 

0376. 
Maltalent,  s.  ill-humour,  3438. 
Mangonel,  s.  a  military  engine  on  the 

principle  of  the  sling-staff  for  casting 

stones,  a  catapult,  C  6279. 
Mar,  adj.  greater,  2215  ;  adi'.  more,  1854. 
Marchandise,  s.  barter,  C  5902. 
Mare,  adv.  more,  2709. 
Markes,  pi.  marks  (coins),  C  5986. 
Marreth,  j>r.  s.  disfigures,  4679. 
Mate,   adj.  distracted,   5o<)9 ;    downcast, 

4671  ;  dispirited,  3167,  3i9<}.     See  Maat. 
Maugree,  «.  ill-will,  4399  ;  reproacli,  3144  ; 

prep,  in  spite  of,  €6711  ;  mavgre  youres, 

in  spite  of  you,  C  7645. 
Mayme,  v.  maim,  C  6620 ;  pr.  s.  wounds, 

5317.     See  Meygned. 
Maysondewe,  s.  hospital,  5619. 
Medle,  v.  interfere,  37S8 ;  Medle,  v.  refl. 

meddle ;  m.  him  of,  deal  with,  C  6050  ; 

to  medle,  for  meddling,  4545. 
Meke,  v.  mollify,  3394  ;  liave  mercy,  3541  ; 

Meked,p(.  s.  rejl.  humbled  himself,  3.S84. 
Mendienee,  s.  beggai-y,  mendicancy,  C 

6657,  67t>7. 
Mene,  s.  mean,  niidiUe  state,  C  6527. 
Mene,  adj.  middle,  mean,  4844. 
Mene,  i  pr.  s.  bemoan,  2596. 
Menour,  Minorite,   Pranciscan  friar,  C 

Mes ;  a.  at  good  mes,  at  a  favourable  op- 

portunitj-,  3462.     O.  F.  mes. 
Mete,  adj.  meet,  fitted,  1799. 
Mete,  V.  meet,  succeed,  4371. 
Mevable,  a<0'.  moveable,  4736. 
Meve,  V.  move,  incite,  3327. 
Mewe,  8.  coop,  cage  (a    falconry  term), 

47-8. 
Meygned,  pp.  hixrt,  maimed,  3356.     See 

Mayme. 
Meynee,  «.  household,  C  6870,  7156. 
Meynt,  pp.  mingled,  1920  ;  Meynd,  2296. 
Mich.,  adj.  many,  2258,  5555. 
Micher,  s.  thief,  C  6541. 


Miches,  s.  pi.  small  loaves  of  finest 
wheateu  flour,  5585. 

Mis,  adj.  amiss,  wrong,  3243. 

Mischeef,  s.  m.isfortune,  C  6731. 

Misericorde,  s.  mercy,  3577. 

Misseying,  s.  evil-speaking,  2207. 

Mister,  a.  occupation,  trade,  C  6976; 
whatever  mister,  of  every  kind  of  occu- 
pation, C  6332. 

Mistere,  s.  need,  C  7409. 

Miswey,  adv.  astray,  4764. 

Mixens,  s.  p>l.  dunghills,  C  6496. 

Mo,  adj.  pi.  otliers  besides,  3023 ;  more 
(in  number),  C  5990. 

Mochel,  adj.  great,  3117;  to  m.,  too  much, 
3442. 

Moeble,  s.  moveable  property,  C  6045. 

Moeve,  v.  move,  i.  e.  prefer,  make,  C  6039. 

Moneste,  1  2>r.  s.  admonish,  charge,  3579. 

Monyours,  s.  jA.  coiners,  C  681 1. 

Mot,  2'''-  *•  must,  3784  ;  so  mote  I  go,  as  I 
hope  to  walk  about,  C  6591. 

Mowe,  V.  be  able,  2644. 

Musard,  s.  muser,  dreamer,  C  7562  ;  slug- 
gard, 3256,  4034  ;  dolt,  C  7562 

Muwis,  8.  pi.  bushels,  5500. 

Nathelesse,  nevertheless,  C  6195. 
Ne,  conj.  unless,  4858. 
Nede,  adv.  necessarily,  C  7633. 
Nedeiy,  adv.  needs  must,  C6117. 
Nedeu,  v.  be  necessary,  0  5990. 
Nedes,  8.J>1.  necessities,  C  6174, 
Nedes,  adv.  of  necessity,  1792. 
Neer,  adv.  nearer,  1708.     See  Nerre. 
Neigh  it   nere,   v.    approach    it    more 

nearly,  2(W3. 
Nempned,  2>P-  named,  mentioned,  C6224. 
Nere,   wore  not,   were  it   not  for,   2778 ; 

were  there  not,  2778 ;  had  it  not  been 

for,  C  7328. 
Nerre,  adj.  comj).  nearer,  5101. 
Neven,  v.  name,  C  5962  ;  recount,  C  7071. 
Nil,  ]}r.  s.  will  not,  C  5821,  6045. 
Nomen,  i>t.  2>l.  took,  C  7423  ;  pp.  taken, 

54"4- 

Noncerteyne,  adj.  uncertain,  5426. 

Nones,  for  the,  for  the  nonce,  occasion- 
ally, V  7387. 

Nonne,  s.  nun,  C  6350. 

Noot,  I  pr,  3.  know  not,  C  t>7,6j. 

Noriture,  s.  bringing  up,  C  6728. 

Norys,  ».  nurse,  5418. 

Not,  I  2^r.  s.  know  not,  5191. 

Note-kernel,  a.  nut-kernel,  C  71 17. 

Noye,  8.  hurt,  3772. 
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Noyeu,  ger.  to  vex,  4416. 

Noyous,  ndj.  harinful,  3230,  4449. 

Noyse,  s.  evil  report,  3971. 

Nyce.  <i(ij.  foolish,  silly,  4j6j,  4877,  C  6944. 

Nycetee,  .".  loolislinpss,  5525. 

Nyghe,  r.  ajj^roncli,  1775. 


Obey.sshing.  s.  suhmission,  ?,^8<"). 

Of,  pi'<'j>.  out  of,  owing  to,  ,v>8i  ;  con- 
cerning (Lat.  dc),  4884  ;  oft,  5470  ;  (some) 
of,  part)  of,  199 .<.  Or  it  may  mean 
'  by,'  •  on  account  of.' 

Offense,  c.  discomfort,  5677. 

Of-newe.  ndv.  newly,  afresh,  5169. 

Oulofte,  prep,  aloft,  on  high.  55o,v 

Oon.  iidj.  one,  4812 ;  in  oon,  withont 
change,  377Q. 

Ostages,  s.  pi.  hostages,  2064,  C  7311. 

Other-gate,  adi:  otherwise,  2158. 

Ought,  adr.  in  any  way,  C  6096. 

Outake,  2>rep.  except,  4474. 

Outerly,  adv.  wholly,  utterly,  3489,  3742- 

Outrage,  «.  wrong,  2082,  208*) ;  scandalous 
life.  41)27 ;  outrageous  deeds,  C  0024 
(mistranslated). 

Outrageous,  adj.  exceeiiing  great,  2602  ; 
ill-K-liaved,  2192. 

Outslinge,  v.  Hing  out,  0  5987. 

Out-take,  prep,  except,  C  5810. 

Over-al,  adv.  everywhere,  .1050.  3914. 

Overgo,  V.  pass  away,  3784 :  pr.  pi.  trample 
■  in,  ("  0.S21. 

Overwhelme,  v.  roll  over,  3775. 

OW;  I  pr.  ,-.  ought,  4413. 

P. 

Falasyns.  adj.  pi.  helonging  to  tin- 
palace  ;  ladyes  palasyn^,  ct>urt  ladies,  C 
o8<v'. 

Papelard,  «.  hypocrite,  deceiver,  C  7283. 

Papelftrdye,  ,«.  hyjiocrisy,  C  (>jii6. 

Parage,  s.  parentage,  descent,  4759. 

Par-amour,  with  devotion.  2.S^o. 

Paramour,  s.  paranwur,  lover,  5060. 

Paramours,  adv.  with  a  lover's  aftection, 

4f>5-- 
Parceners,  ,«.  pi.  partners,  C  6952, 
Parcuere,  adv.  by  heart.  479*^. 
Pardee,  ¥.  pardieu,  4433,  C  5913. 
Parfay,  by  my  faith,  C  o<j58. 
Part,  5.  duty,  5032. 
Parte,  v.  divide,  5283. 
Party,  S.  part, ;  in  party,  partially,  53,^8. 
Parvys,   $.   room   over  a   church-i>orfh, 

C  710.S. 


Pan  ;  a  pas,  apace,  ijuickly,  3724. 
Passaunt,  adj.  surpassing,  31 10. 
Pa.sse.  V.  penetrate,  1751. 
Patre,  v.  recite  the  paternoster.  C,  Cfj().\. 
Pay,  8.  satisfaction.  <"  50 '8 ;  liking,  taste, 

1 721  ;  me  to  2>('y,  to  my  satisfaction,  C 

fH)85. 
Paye,  </'/■•  »"  ajipease.  3599. 
Peire.  r.  damage,  C  0103. 
Peire  of  bed  is.  s.  rosarv,  C  7372. 
Pens.  s.  pi.  jx-nce.  ("  51)87. 
Pensel,  i.  a  standard,  ensign,  or  banner, 

I  particularly   of    Ijachelors-in-arms;,  a 

pennoncel,  C  6280. 
Pepir,   .t.   pepper,  (metaphorically)  luls- 

chief,  C  0028. 
Perauntre.  adv.  jierrwlventure,  5192. 
Percas,  adv.  perchance,  C  (ttt^y. 
Persaunt,  adj.    i)iercing,    2809;    sharp, 

4179- 
Pese.  ger.  to  appease,  3397. 
Pesible.  adj.  peaceable,  gentle,  C  7413. 
Peyne,  «.  penalty.  I'  6*)2fi :  pain,  hardness, 

2120;    lip  peyne,    >:in  pain  ><>\'  death  1,  C 

'.617. 
Peyne.  v.  reft,  endeavoiir,  C  7.S12  :  pr.  $. 

Tf'ft.  takes  pains,  C  6014. 
Piment,  s.  spiced  wine  or  ale,  C  0027. 
Pitous.   adj.    excusable,   deserving  pity, 

4734  ;  merciful,  C  6I^I. 
Plat.  adv.  flat,  flatly,  1,-34.  ('  7.=!2'>. 
Pleyne.  r.  lament,  complain,  2299,  C6405. 
Pleynt,  s.  complaint,  C  (x)i2. 
Plight.  ])t.  g.  plucked.  174,". 
Plougeth.  pr.  s.  plunges,  5472. 
Pljrte.  s.  affair.  C5827. 
Poeste,  8.  power,  virtue,  20)5. 

Pole.  8.  JKKil,  C  5q06. 

Port.  8.  demeanour,  manner,  2038,  2192; 

I'orte.  4'i22. 

Porte-colys.  «.  portcullis.  4108. 
Fossed,  pp.   pushed,   tosse<l,   4479 ;   pp. 

driven,  4O25. 
Potente,  *.  crutch,  C  7417. 
Pouslee.    8.    power,    influence,    C    6533, 

fK)57,  7079 ;  dominion.  C  6484. 
Povert.  8.  )K)verty.  C  oiSi. 
Prece,  ;/'/•.  to  press.  4K)8. 
Predicacioun.  *.  preaching.  5763. 
Preise,  i  pr.  «.  value,  apprai.se,  4831J. 
Prese.  v.  press;  jtr.  8.  intrudes,   C  7627; 

pr.   pi.    intrude,    C   7O29 ;     imp.   e.    eu- 

deavour.  38<;o. 
Pressure,  s,  wine-press,  it*}2. 
Preve,  r.  prove,  4170. 
Pre.ving.  «.  proof.  C  7543. 
Preyse,  i  pr.  a.  ^•^lue.  esteem,  1983.     F. 

prix. 
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Prike,  imp.  s.  gallop,  2,?i4. 

Pris,  s.  esteem,  2310. 

Privetee.  $.  secret,  5526,  C  6878,  6882. 

Procuratour.  s.  a  collector  of  alms  for 

hospitals  or  sick  ])ersons,  C  6974. 
Propre,  adj.  own,  U  6565,  6592. 
Provable,  adj.  capable  of  jiroof,  5414. 
Provende.  «.  allowance,  stipend,  C  6931. 
Prow,  s.  profit,  gain,  581J6,  1940. 
Pryme  temps,  first  beginning,  4534  ;  the 

spring,  47-'  7. 
Prys,  s.  praiie,  1972  ;  price,  C  5927. 
Pugnaunt,  adj.  poignant,  keen,  1879. 
Pullaille.  s.  poultry-,  C  7043. 
Pulle,   V.  pluck,    strip,   C   5984 ;    pr.  pi. 

flay,  strip,  C  6820. 
Puple,  s.  people,  rabblement,  C  7159. 
Purchas,  s.  acquisition,  C  6838. 
Purchaser!,  (/<:•?•.  to  procure,  C  66(57. 
Purpryse.  s.  park,  enclosure,  3987,  4171. 
Purveaunce,  s.  provision,  C  7326. 
Purveys,  ger.  to  procure,  3339. 
Put,  pr.  s.  puts,  3556,  4444,  C  5940. 
Pyne,    s.    endeavour,    1798 ;    misery,    C 

6499. 
Pynen,  v.  torment,  piuiish,  3511. 

Q. 

Quarels,  s.  pi.  square-headed  crossbow- 
bolts,  1823. 

Quarteyne,  a(Jj.  as  s.  quartan  fever  or 
ague,  2401. 

Queme.  fji'r.  to  please,  C  7270. 

Quenche,  v.  be  quenched,  5324. 

Queue,  s.  quean,  concubine,  C  7032. 

Querrour,  s.  quarry-man,  hewer  of  stone, 
4140. 

Quethe  ;  I  quetlie  him  qinjte,  I  cry  him 
quit,  C'  6y9<;. 

Queyut,  adj.  elegant,  2251 ;  curiovis, 
fanciful,  C  (1342  ;  strange,  5199  ;  pleased, 
3079  ;  shewing  satisfaction,  2038. 

Queyutly,  adv.  neatly,  easily,  4322. 

Queyntyse,  s.  elegance,  2250. 

Quik,  adj.  alive,  3523,  4070,  5056. 

Quitly,  adv.  quite,  entirely,  C  5843. 

Quitte,  2't-  *•  're-Hex. ;  qiiitte  him,  ac- 
quitted himself,  3069 ;  pj).  requited, 
3146,  6088;  made  amends  for,  2599; 
rid,  1852. 

Quook,  I  2)^  s.  quaked,  3163 ;  pt.  pi. 
3c)66. 

Quyte,  pp.  as  adj.  quit,  C  .^904  ;  free,  C 
5910 ;  entire,  2375. 

Q,uyte,  V.  acquit,  release,  C  6<j32;  fulfil, 
5032  ;   I  X)'/"-  *■  C  6412  ;   iiiq>.  s.  2222,  4392. 


B. 

Racyne,  s.  root,  48S1. 

Hage,   s.    rage,    spite,   3809 ;    malignity, 

venom,     1916 ;     madness,    3292 ;    in   r., 

mad,  4523. 
Ramage,  adj.  wild,  5384.     O.  F.  ramage. 
Rape,  s.  haste,  1929. 
Rape,  adv.  quiekl3',  C  6516. 
Rathe,  adj.  early,  C  6650. 
Ravisable,  adj.  greedy  for  prej-,  C  7016, 
Ravyne,  s.  plunder,  C  6813. 
Rebel,  adj.  rebellious,  C  6400. 
Recche  ;  what  recchith  me,  what  care  I, 

3447- 
Recreaundyse,  s.  cowardice,  2107,  4038. 
Recreaunte,  s.  coward,  4090. 
Recured,  pp.  recovered,  4920,  5124. 
Rede,  s.  good  advice,  3859  ;  Eeed,  C  7328. 
Rede,  i  i)r.  s.  advise,  1932  ;  read,  1819. 
Reed,  s.  advice,  C  7328  ;  Kede,  3859, 
Refreyne,  ger.  to  bridle,  C  7511. 
Reft,  s.  rift,  2661. 
Refte,  2pt.])l.  deprived,  3562. 
Refuyt,  s.  refuge,  escape,  3840. 
Rehete,  v.  cheer,  console,  C  6509. 
Reisins,  s.  pi.  fresh  grapes,  3659. 
Relees,  s.  relief,  2612  ;  release,  444a 
Relesse,  i  pr.  s.  give  up,  C  6999. 
Religioun,     s.     religious     order,     3715; 

monastic  life,  C  6155. 
Religious,   adj.   pious,    C   6236 ;    as  s.   & 

nun,    C   6347 ;    E.    folk,    monastics,   C 

6149. 
Remued,  pt.  s.  moved,  C  7432. 
Rendre,  v.  recite,  4800. 
Reneyed,  i  pt.  s.  st(hj.  should  renounce, 

C  6787. 
Repeire,  v.  return,  3573,  4131. 
Repreef,  s.  reproach,. 4974,  C  7240. 
Repreve,  s.  reproach,  5261  ;  Reprove,  up- 
braiding, 5525. 
Requere,  pr.  s.  aiihj.  request,  ask,  5233 ; 

2>p.  asked,  5277. 
Rescous,  s.  service,  endeavour  to  support, 

0  6749. 

Resonables,  adj.  pi.  reasonable,  C  6760. 

Resoun,  s.  correct  mann«r,  2151. 

Reveth,  pr.  s.  takes  away,  C  6254  ;  pt.  s. 
bereaved,  4351. 

Reverte,  v.  bring  back,  C  7188. 

Revolucioun,  s.  revolution,  turn  (of  for- 
tune's wheel ),  4366.  • 

Reward,  a.  regard,  consideration,  ,3832. 

Rewe,  V,  rue,  bo  sorry,  4060 ;  it  ivol  me 
reive,  I  shall  be  sorrv,  5170. 

Reyne,  v.  rain  down,  fall  as  rain,  1822, 

Reynes,  Ecuues  (in  Brittany),  3826. 


(Homaunt  of  t^c  (Hose;  (parte  B,  c. 


Mo 


Hibaned,  j'P-  lulonied  with  lace  (of  gold), 
Ribaud,  «.  labourer,  5673  ;  i>l.  ribalds,  C 

Ribaudye,    a.     ribaldry,    2JJ4 ;     riotous 

living,  4926. 
Right,  .(u/ v.  just,  exactly,  5.H7  i  (fuite,  C 

<),^y8,  641 1  ;  riijht  nought,  ii">t  at  all.  2071. 
Rinipled,  mlj.  wrinkloil,  441)5. 
Riveling,  ]>res.  part,  puckering,  C  7262. 
Rochet,  8.  lint'u  garinont,  4754. 
Rode,  s.  (Int.  mod,  cross,  C  05O4. 
Rody,  adj.  ruddy,  3629. 
Roignous,  (ulj.  scursy,  rotten,  C  6190. 
Roking,  j>rw.  pnrt.   rocking,    quivering, 

tren»bling,  i(x>^.     Ct.  Sliak.  Lucr.  262. 
Roune,  pp.  advanced,  4495. 
Roaer,  *.  rose-bush,  17.S9,  1826,  1833,  2967. 
Rought,  1  j)t.  8.  recked,   heeded,    1873 ; 

1  pt.  s.  aitbj.  should  not  care,  C  7061. 
Rowe,  adj.  id.  rough,  1S3S. 
Rude,  adj.  as  pi.  «.  common  people,  2268. 
Ryve,  V,  pierce,  C  7161  ;  be  torn,  5393  ; 

Eyveth,  jjr.  8.  is  torn,  571S. 

S. 

Sad,  adj.  serious,  staid,  composed,  4627 ; 

pL  grie^'ous,  C  f^c^aj. 
Sadnesse,  s.  sol)riety,  discretion,  4940. 
Sailen,  t'.  assail,  C  7338. 
Sakked  Freres,  Fratres  de  Sacco,  Friars 

of  the  Sack,  C  74(>-. 
Salowe,  adj.  sallow  ;  but  read  falowc,  i.  e. 

tallow,  C  7392. 
Salue,  gei:  to  salute,  2218  ;  pr.  s.  sulj.  2220. 
Samons,  «.  pL  salmon,  C  7030. 
Sat,  ]it.  8.  impers.  suited,  3810. 
Sautere,  8.  psalter,  C  7371. 
Say,  I  2'f-  *•  saw,   1722  ;  Sawo,  jit.  a.  subj. 

saw,  1 7 19. 
Say,  {,for  Assayi,  v.   essay,  attempt,   en- 
deavour, 5I()2. 
Saynt   ndj.  girded,  girdled  '?).  C  7408. 
Scantilone,  a.  pattern,  C  7i>'>4. 
Socle,  J*,  scholarsliip.  learning,  3274. 
Score,  a.  crack  (or  holei  in  a  wall,  2660. 
Scrippe,  a.  scrii>,  wallet,  C  7405. 
Secree,  adj.  secret,  5257. 
Secree,  s.  secret,  52(x). 
Secte,  a.   class,    category,    5745  ;    gen.    of 

(our)  race,  4859. 
Sedan,  i:  bear  seed,  fructify.  4344. 
See,  j>r.  a.  subj.   see  ;   «o  gi-d  me  atf,  as 

i  I  ho)ie)  God  may  protect  nu-.  ^ty)>. 
Seer,  <ulj.  sere,  dry,  4749. 
Seignorye,  ».  dominion,  3213. 
Seke,  adj.  sick.  5729,  5733  ;  pi.  4829. 


Somblable,  adj.  similar,  C  5911. 
Semblable,  adj.  aa  a.  resemblance,  one 

like  himself,  4855;  pi.  like  (cases),  C 

''750. 
Semblant,    a.    appearance,    disguise,   C 

6202  :  (his)  hypocrisj',  C  7449  ;  seeming, 

3205,  3957. 
Sen,  amj.  since,  k>84. 

Sentence,  .s.  meaning,  C  7474  :   pi.   opi- 
nions, C  5813. 
Sermoneth,  pr.  a.  sermonizes,  preaches, 

C  0219. 
Servage,  a.  ser>-itude,  4382,  ■1807. 
Serviable,  adj.  serviceable,  C  6004. 
Sette,  V.  fasten  (an  accusation),  3328;  Set, 

pr.  8.  places,  4925,  4057  ;  2>f-  1>I-  besieged, 

C  7344  ;  pp.  established,  2077. 
Seure,  adj.  .sure,  4304. 
Seurere,  adj.  comp.  surer,  more  secure,  C 

Seynt  Amour,  William  St.   Amour,  C 

6781.     (He  wrote  against  the  friars  who 

advocated  the  Eternal  Gospel.) 
Shende,  t'.  shame,  put  to  shame,  3116; 

get:  to  injure,  2953  ;  pr.  a.  ruins,  4776, 

5310  ;  pp.  dkgraced,  ruined,  3479,  3033. 
Shene,  adj.  fair,  3713. 
Shore,  pr.  a.  aubj.  cf>.n  cut,  shear,  4335 ; 

ni;iy  shave,  C  6196. 
Shete,  ger.  to  shoot,   1798;   Shet,  jd.  a. 

shot,  1727,  1777. 
Shette,  ger.  to  shut,  4224 ;    v.  shut  up, 

2091 ;  pr.  pi.  shut  up,  5771  ;  Shot,  pp. 

shut,  43''>8. 
Shewing.  .«.  demeanour,  4041. 
Shitteth.j/r.  *.  shuts,  4100;  Shit, pp.  shut 

up,  2707. 
Shoon.  s.jd.  shoes,  2265. 
Shrewis,  .1.  ]d.  knaves,  C  6876. 
Shrift-fader,  a.  confessor,  C  6423. 
Shryve,  v.  hear  confessions,  C  6364. 
Sigh,  I  i>t.  a.  saw,  1822. 
Sight,  I  jd.  a.  sighed,  1746. 
Sikerer.  adj.  cump.  safer,  C  7310. 
Sikerest,  adj.  ,vi/;w>W.  securest,  C  6147. 
Sikernasse,  a.  certainty,  11)35,  2365. 
Sikirly.  adv.  certainly,  C  (xio6. 
Similaciouu.  a.  di.<siniulation,  C  7230. 
Siniplesse,  a.  Simplicity  (^the  name  of  an 

arrowi,  1774;  simplicity,  C  6381. 
Sire,    8.    father ;    aire   ne    dame,    neither 

father  nor  mother,  C  5887. 
Sith.  ronj.  since,  n>fj4.  4367,  C  6266. 
Sithen,  adr.  afterwards,  kxjq,  C  7130^ 
Sitte,  pr.  pi.  mbj.  sit,  fit,  2267 ;  Sittand, 

prea.pt.  (Northem'i  fitting,  2263  ;  Sitting, 

pres.  pt.  fitting,  suitable,  3654  ;  befitting, 

23oyi  4675- 
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Skaffaut,  a.  scaffold,  a  shed  on  -wheels 
■with  a  ridged  roof,  under  cover  of 
which  the  battering  ram  was  used, 
4176. 

Skile,  s.  reason,  3120,  4543  ;  avail,  iijsi. 

Slake,  c.  aliate,  3108. 

Sleen,  {/er.  to  slay,  C  7195  ;  pr.  s.  J590. 

Sleighe,  adj.  sly,  cunning,  C  7257. 

Sleightes,  *.  ^<.  missiles,  C  7071;  tricks, 
C6371. 

Slo,  V.  slay,  3150,  4592  ;  ger.  5521  ;  Sloo,  v.   j 

^'>5.^,  35-3  ;  Sl'>,  P''-  S-  subj.  4992,  5&43. 
Slomrest,  2  2)r.  s.  slumberest,  2567. 
Slowe,  s.  moth,  4751.     F.  taUjne. 
Smete,  pp.  smitten,  3755. 
Snibbe,  v.  snub,  rejiroach,  4533. 
Sojour,  s.  sojourn,  4282  ;  dwelling,  5150. 
Solempnely,   adv.    publiclj',    with    due 

publicity,  C  6766. 
Soleyn,  adj.  sullen,  3896. 
Sophyme,  s.  sophism,  C  7471. 
Sore,  adv.  closely,  strictly,  2055 ;  ardently, 

-'"75- 
Sote,  adj.  sweet,  4880. 
Soth-sawe,  s.  truth-telling,  C  6125,  6130, 

759^>- 
Sotilly,  adv.  subtlj',  4395. 
Soudiours,  s.  pi.  soldiers,  4234. 
Spanishing,    s.   expanding,    expansion, 

3633.     O.  F.  espanir,  to  expand. 
Sparred,  pt.  s.  locked,  fastened,  3320. 
Sparth,  s.  a  battle-ax,  C  5978. 
Spered.jy).  (/or  sperred),  fastened,  locked 

1 F.  senti  la  clef),  2099. 
Sperhauke,  s.  sparrowhawk,  4033. 
Spille,  V.  kill,  1953  ;  destroy,  2162  ;  yer.  to 

surrender  to  destruction,   544 1  ;   pt.   s. 

spoiled,  5136 ;  x>P-  exhausted,  4786. 
Spitel,  s.  hospital,  C  6505. 
Springe, />»\jof.  grow,  increase,  C  5988; 

2>i>.  advanced,  C  6954. 
Springoldes,  s.j/l.  catapults,  4191. 
Squared,  pj).  cut  square,  4135. 
Squierly,  axlj.  like  a  squire,  C  7415. 
Squyre.  a.  square  (carpenter's  square  j,  C 

7064. 
Stant,  pr.  s.  stands,  waits,  5004. 
Stark,  adj.  downright,  C  7292. 
Stede,  s.  jilacc,  C  5.S98. 
Stille  or  loude,  silently  or  aloud,  under 

all  circumstances,  C  7532. 
Stinten,  c.  cease,  C  6849 ;  pp.  stopped,  C 

Stonde  forth,  ger.  to  stand  out,  persist, 
3547  ;  Stont,  j)r.  s.  stands,  consists,  5581 ; 
.Stant,  jjr.  s.  waits,  5004. 

Stounde,  a.  hour,  time,  1733  ;  ^(?.  hours, 

-''39- 


Stounde,  s.  ;  (probably  an  error  for 
uoiinde,  wound),  4472. 

Stoundemele,  adj.  momentary,  3784. 

Stoundemele,  adv.  hourly,  ^rom  one 
hour  to  another,  2304. 

Stoutnesse,  *.  pride,  obstinacy,  1936. 

Streite,  adj.  close-fitting,  2271. 

Strene,  s.  strain,  breed,  4859.  A.S. 
streotia. 

Strepe,  v.  strip,  fleece,  C  6818. 

Streyne,  v.  constrain,  compel,  C  6406 ; 
pt.  s.  urged,  C  7631. 

Streyned-Abstinence,  Constrained  Ab- 
stinence, C  7325. 

Stuffen,  pr.  pi.  provide  with  defenders, 
C  6290.     F.  text,  corent  les  murs  garnir. 

Suen,  V.  pursue,  seek,  4953. 

Suffraunce,  s.  patience,  submission,  3463. 

Suspecious,  adj.  suspect,  open  to  sus- 
picion, C  61 10, 

Sustening,  s.  sustenance,  C  6697. 

Swelte,  2  pr.  s.  subj.  die,  2480. 

Swete,  2  pr.  s.  subj.  sweat,  feel  heat, 
2480. 

Swink,  s.  toil,  labour,  C  6596. 

Swinke,  v.  labour,  C  6619  ;  ger.  to  toU., 
2 15 1,  5685  ;  pr.  s.  toDs,  5675. 

Swinker,  s.  toiler,  C  6857. 

Swinking,  s.  toiling,  C  6703. 

Swoning,  ,«.  swooning,  swoon,  1737. 

Sy,  i.  e.  if  (F.  si),  i.  e.  haphazard,  5741. 

SytYiea,  pi.  times,  2048,  4868 ;  Many  sythe, 
often,  2257. 


•Take,  v.  lay  hold,  5351  ;  take  arms,  3529  ; 

hand  over,  C  7265 ;    v.  reji.  surrender, 

1947  ;  t.  on  hem,  apply  to  themselves,  C 

6 107  (F.  text,  sur  eus  riens  n^en  prendront); 

pr.  s.  betakes,  commits  himself,  C  6442 ; 

pp.  taken  ;  him  take,  betaken  himself, 

C  7280  ;  Tan,  pp.  C  5894. 
Takel,  s.  weapon,  arrow,  1729,  1863. 
Tale,  s.   reckoning ;    yeve  I  liiel  tale,  I 

pay  little  heed,  C  6375. 
Talent,  s.  good  will,  inclination,  C  6134  ; 

fancy,   C   71 10;    longing,  3472;    desire, 

intent,  1716  ;  spirit,  disposition,  C  7674. 
Tan,  i)p.  taken,  C5894.     See  Take. 
Tapinage,  s.  hiding  ;  in  tapinage,  sneak- 

ingly,  C  7363. 
Tatarwagges,  s.  pi.  fluttering  tatters,  C 

7-'59- 
Taylagiers,  s.  pi.  tax-gatherers,  C  6811. 
Tecche,  s.  fauH,  bad  habit,  5166 ;  pi.  C 

6517. 
Teched,  pt.  s.  taught,  C  bof.o. 
Telle,  '•.  account,  5053. 


(Romaunt  of  t^i  (Hoee :  (pavto  b,  c. 
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Templers.    ,«.   ]>!.    Knights-Teniplars,  (' 

(Km);. 

Temprure,  s.  tempering,  mixing,  4177. 
Temps,  s.  time ;  at  prime  tejirjn,  at  the, 

first  time,  Ht  iivat.  .<37.v 
Tene,  ».  ruin,  lili^^ht,  475U 
Tespye,  v.  to  espy,  it^(>. 
Than,  cunj.  than  if,  4^8. 
Thank,  s.  t}iHuks,  4584;  (F.  text,  »on  gre 

deservir);  giMxl  will.  jfx^X,  j7i><);  in  thnnk, 

with  thanks,  with  g<)<»l  will,  21 15,  4577  ; 

Thankes,  J>^  thanks,  20^6;  thy  thank'U, 

with  thj'  good  will,  246^ 
Thar,  adv.  there,  185?,  1857. 
Thar,  J)/-,  s.  impers.  needs  ;  you  thar,  you 

need,  3604. 
Thee,  v.  thrive  ;  sii  inofe  I  thee,  as  I  hoj>e 

to  thrive.  V).S().  4.S41,  ('  sJ**)*). 
Thempryse  1. /or  The  empryse),  the  cus- 
tom, 2280. 
Ther-geyn,  prep,  jtgainst  this,  C  6555. 
Thilke,  2>ron.  that,  2uy),  C  .^y8o. 
Thing,  s.  pi.  things,  property,  C  6670. 
Thinges,  s.  pi.  business,  doings,  C  O037, 
This,  for  this  is,  C  6057,  04.S2. 
Thought,  ».  the  olijeot  of  thought  per- 

sonitiedi^?),  247.^.  (But  a  corrupt  reading ; 

read  That  swete,  answering  to  S'avtie  in 

the  F.  text.) 
Threste,  i  pr.  s.  thrust,  C  6825, 
Thringe,  </f7\  to  thrust,  C  74ii>. 
Thritty,  adj.  thirty,  4211. 
Throwe,  s.  moment,  1771,  3867. 
Thrust.  ».  thirst,  4722, 
Thurgh-sought,    p2>.     examined     thor- 
oughly, 4o4><. 
Til,  prep,  to;  hitn  til.  to  him.  45i>4- 
Tilier,  n.  tiller,  husbandman,  4339. 
To-beten,  pp.  belaboured,  C  61 20. 
Tobeye,  to  obey,  3534, 
To-drawe,  pp.  torn  in  pieces.  C  6126. 
Toforn,  jirep.  before,  2t;<x>  ;  God  tofom, 

in  the  siglit  of  Ood,  C  7198, 
Token,  pt.pl.  took  (.i.e.  tt>ok  Christ  to 

witness,    appealed    to   Christ  1,    C    7122. 

(The    translation    is    entirely   wrong ; 

hence  the  lack  of  sense.^ 
Tolde,  pi>-  ierri>rfor  T«>Kli.  told,  C  oji^S. 
To-me-ward,  towards  nie,  33.^4,  38*13. 
To-moche-Yeving.  Giving  too  much,  C 

Ton,  the,  the  one,  5217  :  the  toon,  ^^>.i}. 
To-quake,  v.  <iuake  gEt'atly  ;  al  to-qiiake, 

tremble  very  much,  2,:;27. 
To-shake,  r.  shake  to  the  foundations, 

i-uin,  C  5')8i. 
To-shar,  pt.  s.   lacerated,  cut  in  twiviii, 

1858. 


To-shent,;>/<.  undone  ;  al  to-ithent,  utterly 

uiidiine.  i<;n3. 
Touret,  a.  turret,  4104. 
Tourn,  a.  turn,  .'v|7<>. 
Trace,  v.  walk,  g'>  about,  C  6745:  pr.pl. 

wulk,  livi',  .';753. 
Trausmewe,  v.  trausmuti-,  !>♦•  changed, 

-'5.''>. 
Trasshed.  pp.  betrayed,  3231. 
Trechour.   a.   truitour,  C  721*1;  cheat,  C 

t^tx  )J. 

Tree,  s.  wfMjd,  1747,  iSoS,  2408,  C  7f)^>i. 
Treget.  n.  tiiij).  snare,  V  (1312  ;  trickery, 

guilr.  ('  O2O7,  ()X2,<;. 
Tregetours.  a.  pi.  tricksters,  C  7.'^7. 
Tregetrye,  s.  trickery,  C  6382;  trick,  C, 

Trepeget,  !>.  a  military  engine  made  of 
\v<«id.  used  for  hurling  large  stones  and 
otJicr  missiles,  a  trebuchet,  C  6279. 

TrichouT,  adj.  treacherous,  6308. 

Trist,  V.  trust.  4364  ;  pp.  3929. 

Trouble,  adj.  troulded,  1755. 

Troubler,  adj.  comp.  dimmer,  less  bright. 
('  7nt,. 

Trowandyse,  a.  knavery,  villany,  39.>4. 

Trows,  i:  Ix-licve,  C  <kS73. 

Triiaundiug.  a.  idling,  shirking,  C  6721. 

Truaundyse,  a.  idleness,  shirking,  C  (^<(>4. 

Truaunt,  a.  idler,  loafer,  C  6<)45. 

Tumble,  c.  cause  to  tumble,  cause  to 
perform  athletic  feats,  C  6836  ;  ger.  to 
tumble,  54 (X). 

Turves,  .t.  />/.  sods  of  turf,  C  7062. 

Twinne,  c.  separate,  go  ajtart.  4813  ;  part. 
51.77:  depart,  4367. 


U. 

,   Unavysed,     adj.     heedless,     indiscreet, 
j        foolish.  4730. 
Unbond.  pt.  a.  released,  C  6416  ;  pp.  un» 

fastened,  471*);  openeil.  2226. 
Unclosed,  pp.  untied,  unfastened.  4(108. 
Unclosid.  i>j/.  unenclosed,  3921,  ,^92.;. 
Undirfongith,  pr.  .».  undertakes,  .^jit^i. 
Unese,  a.  unoisiness,  troublcj  3102  ;  dis- 

ronitort.  ^^it<\ 
Unhappe.  a.  mishap,  ill  fortune,  5492. 
ITnhyde,  c.  unfold,  reveal,  2168. 
Unlefulle,  adj.  illicit,  4881., 
Unnethe,    adi:    scarcel.v,    i.e.    it     will 

s<'arccly  be,  C  6541  ;  I  uucthis,  hardly, 

Unrclesed,  adj.  unrelieved,  2729. 
Unsperd,  j>p.  unlx'ltcd,  unbarred,  26^6. 
Unthrift.  a.  wjvstefulness,  492(>. 
1  Unwelde,  adj.  imiHjtent,  feeble,  4886. 
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Up-caste,^<.  s.  lifted  up,  C  7129. 
ITpdresse,  v.  set  up,  prepare,  C  7067. 
Up-right,  adv.  on  thy  back,  2561. 
Urchouns,  s.  j)?.  hedgehogs,  3135. 
TJtter,  adj.  outer,  4208. 


Vailith,  p)\  s.  avails,  5765. 

Valour,  #.  worth,  5236,  5556  ;  value,  5538. 

Vassalage,  s.  prowess,  courage,  C  5871. 

Vekke,  s.  old  woman,  hag,  4286,  4495. 

Veudable,  adj.  venal,  vendible,  saleable, 
5S04. 

Verger,  .9.  orchard,  3234,  3618,  3831,  3851. 

Vermayle,  adj.  vermilion,  scarlet-red, 
.^645. 

Vilaynsly,  adv.  disgracefully,  3904- 

Vileyn,  s.  peasant,  yokel,  churl,  1990 ; 
Vila,\Tis,- </en.  churl's,  1992. 

Vitaille,  s.  victuals,  delicacies,  C  7044. 

Voide,  V.  drive  away,  5164  ;  pr.  s.  removes, 
2833,  2845 ;  im}).  s.  renaove,  clear,  2283  ; 
hn}).  pi.  put  away,  3571. 

Voluntee,  s.  will,  desire,  5276. 

Vouche,  pr.  s.  I  per.  vouchsafe  ;  For  sauf 
of  cherhs  I  ne  vouche,  for  I  do  not 
vouchsafe,  among  churls,  2002.  (Or 
read  to  for  of.) 

Vounde,  2^P-  (?)  well  found,  hence,  excel- 
lent, C  7063. 

"W. 

Wacche,  s.  watching,  lying  awake,  4132. 
"Wade,  V.  wade,  go  about,  5022. 
"Walkyng,  s.  walking  ('?),  2682.     (Perhaps 

read  talkimj  \  F.  text,  parlers.) 
"Walowe,  V.  toss  {or  roll)  about,  2562. 
Wanhope,  s.  despair,  4432,  4433,  4708. 
Wante,  v.  be  lacking,  2530. 
"Ware,  «.  commoditj',  C  5926. 
"Warne,  v.  inform,  C  7657  ;  pt.  s.  refused, 

C  5840 ;  2^P-  refused,  denied,  2604,  34^6, 

5245,  C  7502. 
"Wawe,  8.  wave,  4712. 
"Wayte,  yer,  to  beset  (me)  with,  to  plot, 

39.vS. 
Weder,  .1.  storm,  4336. 
"Weed,  a.  religious  habit, .C  6359. 
"Welfaring,  adj.  well-favoured,   C  6866. 

F.  text,  hcl".'). 
"Wel-Helinge,   s.   Good-concealment,    C 

"Wene,  s.  expectation,  2046 ;  withoiiten 
Irene,  doubtless,  2415,  2668,  2683,  4596. 

"Wene,  v.  suppose,  2761  ;  (read  mak'th 
[liim]  wene  ;  F.  text,  Qii'il  se  cuidc) ;  pr. 


8.  »tibj.  imagine,  5672 ;  Wende,  i  jj<.  s. 
imagined,  4322. 

"Wening,  s.  imagination,  2766. 

"Went,  j)j>.  departed,  turned  away,  C  6185. 

["Went,  2'>'-  s.  turns  aside,  C  6205.]  Supplied 
by  guess. 

Were,  s.  distraction  (F.  guerre),  5699 ; 
ivithoiden  icere,  without  dou.bt  (a  charac- 
teristic expletive  phrase,  common  in 
Fragment  B),  1776,  2568,  2740,  3351,  3452, 
4468,  5485,  5657,  5692. 

"Were,  v.  wear  away,  devour,  4752  ;  ger.  to 
wear,  i.  e.  to  wear  away  (the  shore), 
4-12  ;  pr.  jyl.  C  6215  ;  jH.  pi.  C  6244. 

"Werne,  r.  deny,  refuse,  3443,  C  6673  ;  ger. 
3730.     See  "Warne. 

"Werrey,  v.  war  against,  oppose,  C  6936 ; 
ge?:  to  make  war  upon,  3251  ;  j)?*.  s.  wars 
against,  3699  ;  i  j»\  jji.  make  war,  C 
7018 ;    Werreyed,  jjjj.    warred   against, 

Wery,  r.  worry,  strangle,  C  6264. 

"Wethers,  s.  gen.  wether's,  sheeji's,  C 
6-59- 

"Weyked,  j)j:).  as  adj.  too  weak,  4737. 

"Wher,  conj.  whether,  2617,  5191. 

"Whetted,  jjj>.  sharpened,  C  6197. 

"Whitsonday,  s.  "Whitsunday,  2278.  Cf. 
'  Garlands,  Whitsunday,  iijd.' ;  Brand's 
Pop.  Antiq.  s.  v.  "Whitsun-ale. 

"Whyloin,  adv.  sometimes,  4355,  5350 ; 
formerly,  4123,  C  7090. 

Whyte  monkes,  s.  pi.  Cistercians,  i.e. 
Reformed  Beueilictines,  C  6695. 

"Wicked-Tonge  (F.  Malebouche),  C  7424. 

"Wight,  s.  man,  creature,  C  5961. 

"Wight,  adj.  active,  4761. 

"Wilfully,  adv.  willingly,  4808,  C  5941. 

"Willen,  r.  desire,  2482. 

"William,  W.  Seint  Amour,  C  6763,  6778. 

"Wimple,  s.  wimple,  3864.  A  hand  usually 
of  linen  which  covered  the  neck,  and 
was  drawn  up  over  the  chin,  strained 
up  each  side  of  the  face,  and  generally 
fastened  across  the  forehead  ;  called 
also  barbe,  gorget,  or  chin-cloth. 

"Winde,  v.  turn  about,  1810;  cscaiie, 
2056. 

"Winke,  v.  sleep,  456S ;  2  j)?\  s.  sitbj.  2348. 

"Wis,  adv.  verilj',  C  6433. 

"Wite,  V.  know,  C  6105,  6208,  6939;  Wit, ». 
3145,  5574  ;  Wist,  pt.  X)l.  knew,  C  5864  J 
"Wistcn,  pt.  pi.  si(i>j.  knew,  C  6087. 

"Wone,  I  pr.  s.  dwell,  C  6143. 

"Woning,  .1.  dwelling-])lace,  C  6082. 

Wouing-places.  s.  i>l.  dwelUng-iJlaces, 
C6119. 

'Wonneu,  jtt.  2'1-  won,  C  6252. 
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"Wood,  adj.  mad,  3138, 3776,  C  6263 ;  raging, 

"Wook,  I  pt.  g.  kept  awake,  watcbcd,  1877. 
"Woot,  ])>:  s.  knows,  5257. 
"Worche,  i:  wurk,  cause,  C  6052. 
Worche,  v.  deal  (witli  what  they  have  to 

do),   C  6037.     MS.  G.  has  u-orthe ;    I.<tt 

ladies  worthe  —  let  ladies   alone.     The 

passage  is  obscure. 
Worchinges,  8.  }>l.  doings,  C  6585. 
"Worth,  (iilj.  worthy,  C  7i»4. 
Wost,    2    pf.    8.     knowest    (thou),    4977 ; 

Wostow,  knowest  tliou,  C  6075,  6373. 
"Woxen,  pp.  gi-own,  C  7140. 
"Wrappedjjjf.  s.  subj.  should  wrap,  C  6260. 
"Wratthed,  1  pt.  s.  made  angry,  4108  ;  i>p. 

I'lirafjed,  3097. 
"Wreke,  j>p.  revenged,  3362. 
"Wrenche,  8.  turn,  trick,  4292. 
"Wreying,  s.  betrayinp,  disclosure,  5220. 
"Writ,  pr.  8.  writes,  C  0585. 
"Wryen,  ger.  to  cover,  C  6684  ;  v.  disguise, 

C  0795  ;  cover  up,  clothe,  C  6819  f  F.  text, 

s'afublent). 
"Wrythe,  v.  twist,  4359. 
Wurching.  s.  machination,  C  6123. 
Wyte,  8.  blame ;    to   v:\jte,  a   matter  of 

reproach,  3558. 


Yaf.  pt.  3.  gave,  2339,  450a 
Yalt,  i>i:  i.   reft,  betakes  himself,  4904. 
!See  Yelde. 


Yate,  8.  gate,  4230. 

Yates.  8. pi.  gatesii/Mt  lamcrUtenjur  RiKtoa, 

i.  e.  ways  I,  5722. 
Y-bake,  pp.  baked,  C  7048. 
Y-do,  Pit.  done;  have  y-do,  have  done! 

i(>4i. 
Ye,  8.  eye.  42(''4. 
Yedest.  2  pt.  h.  wentcst,  3227  ;  Yede,  pt.  8. 

went,  5151  ;  ha.s  gone,  2585. 
Yeft,  8.  gift,  granting,  3</'4. 
Yelde,  c.  yield,  10^3  ;  submit  (thyselOi  C 

6283  ;   imp.  8.  yield,  1930. 
Yerne.  (ulc.  rea<lily,  eagerly,  C  6719. 
Yarning.  ,«.  artcction,  C  5951. 
Yeten,  j>p.  poured  out,  5702.     Pp.  from 

A.  S.  yiotan. 
Yeve,  I  ]>r.  .«.  care,  regard,  C  <'m'»4. 
Yeving,  s.  giving,  C  51)07. 
Y-fere.  adi:  together,  in  company,  38o<». 
Y-holpe.  pp.  helped,  holpen,  5505. 
Ying,   udj.   young,   220S.      A    Northern 

form. 
Y-let.  j)^).  hidden.  5335. 
Yliche.  <idi:  equally,  alike,  3630. 
Yolden.  pp.  requited,  4556.     See  Yelde. 
Yore.  rt(/{-.  long  ago,  C  7500. 
Youth-hede,  s.  youthh'Hid.  4931. 
Ypocryte,  ji.  hypocrite,  C  6482. 
Yre,  s.  anger,  3174.     F.  text,  ia;. 
Y-sene,  ndj.  visible,  C  6806. 
Yvel.  adi:  ill,  5.'3.«. 
Y-wis,  <idv.  certainly,  2788,  5554,  5790;  C 

5825,  5896,  5915,  O879,  6932,  7400,  7564. 
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